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STAFF WRITER 

A 24-year-old Adrian, man has been 
charged in connection with the grisly 
freeway crash that killed five members 
of a family Sunday night. A Redford 
girl was killed in the crash and her sis-? 
ter is still in critical condition. 

Michael Gagnon was arraigned 
Wednesday morning on five counts 
of aggravated vehicular homicide in 
Toledo Municipal Court. Bond was set 
at $1.25 million. Police reports said he 
had three times the legal amount of 
alcohol in his system at the time of the 
accident. 

Gagnon had been drinking in a bar 
in Oregon, Ohio, Sunday when he ]eft 

to get food at a Taco Bell, Toledo police 
reported. Restaurant management 
called police to warn them that a vis­
ibly intoxicated man had left the store 
in a car. 

Before police were able to intercept 
him, Gagnan got onto 1-280 going the 
wrong way in the southbound lanes, 
police said. 

Meantime, 36-year-old Danny 
Griffin Jr. of Parkville, Md., was driv­
ing a minivan home from visiting fam­
ily for the holidays in Michigan and 
heading south on 1-280. 

According to police, the two drivers 
tried to swerve, but Gagnon's pickup 
sideswiped the Griffins' vehicle and 
tore the right side doors off. Several 
victims were thrown into the road. 

Four were pronounced dead at the 
scene. Killed were 10-year-old Jordan 
Griffin of Redford, and 36-year-old 
Bethany Griffin and daughters, 7-
year-old Lacie Burkman and 10-year-
old Haley Burkman, all of Parkville, 
Md. Eight-week-old Vadi Griffin was 
later pronounced dead at St. Vincent 
Hospital. 

As of Wednesday, Beu Burkman, 8, 
and Danny Griffin Jr. were listed in 
stable condition and Sidney Griffin, 8, 
of Redford was in critical condition. 

Charlotte Tripp, a friend of the 
Griffin family, said Danny Griffin was 
in town to visit his father and daugh­
ters with his family from Maryland. 

Sidney was removed from a respira­
tor Tuesday, Tripp said, and further 

treatment is being considered. 
"She has blood on her brain and a 

lacerated liver " Tripp said. "She pos­
sibly has a broken foot as well, but they 
aren't going to do an X-ray until later. 
The doctors have said all of her injuries 
are healable." 

Both Griffin girls attended 
Grandview Elementary School, where 
their mother, Jodie, is a paraprofes-
sional. Tripp said the tight-knit school 
community is trying to support the 
family. 

The girls had been going back east 
with their father and his family, Tripp 
said, to spend a few days before the end 
of winter break. 
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i SPECIAL HIND-RAISER SET 
i A spaghetti and pizza dinner 
•\ fund-raiser to help the Griffin fam-
- ily after its loss will be held at 6 
[ p.m. Friday, Jan. 18, at Grandview 
, Elementary School, 19814 Louise, 
\ just west of Middlebelt and north of 
: Seven Mile in Livonia. 
] Bob Evans, Munchies Pizza, 
; Westborn Market, Jet's Pizza, 
j Gordon Food Service and The Deli 
; - alt of Livonia - are supporting the 
\ event. 
j Tickets are $12. They're available at 
• the school after Jan. 7 or by calling 
; Charlotte Tripp at (248) 471-2075. 

C h a r i t i e s r e p o r t : N e e d 

r e a t , s o i s g e n e r o s i t y 

BYMATT JACHMAN 
STAFF WRITER 

With the needs in some communities 
greater than last year, officials at area chari­
table organizations are keeping their fingers 
crossed as they total the results of holiday 
fund-raising. — • • • 

Preliminary numbers appear to be on 
track, most say. 

1 think we're close. God bless the people 
of the area," said Kelly Boelter, coordinator 
of the Prymouth Salvation Army's 2007red 
kettle campaign. 

"We did real well We did a lot better than 
what I anticipated," said Hank Cable, chair­
man of the Garden City Goodfellows. "With 
the economy, I was a little bit leery." 

The Prymouth Salvation Army, Boelter 
said, had a fund-raising goal of $205,000. 
The group had bell-ringers at 19 different 
sites and, on many days, had all sites cov­
ered, she Said. 

Tet again, I was blown away by the gener­
osity of the folks in this area," Boelter said. 

The Goodfellows — the.No Child Without 
a Christmas people — didn't have a goal 
in Garden City; they just hope for enough 
to pay the bills, Cable said. He figures the 
group raised around $17,000, a little more 
than last year. 

"The people that gave very generously this 
year," he said. 

However, Cable said, requests for help 
nearly doubled over last year. The Garden 
City Goodfellows assisted 95 families, with 
about 225 children among them, this year, 
he said. 

In Livonia, Goodfellows president Bill 
Heaton estimated the group raised a little 
more than $100,000 — about the same as 
last year. 1 think we did quite well," Heaton 
said. 

Livonia Goodfellows provided a 
Christmas for 736 children in 281 families, 
he said. Children get toys and families get 
donated, nonperishable food and vouchers 
to shop for food and clothing. Some families 
— those that appear to have the greatest 
needs — were also "adopted" for Christmas, 
Heaton said. 

NEEDS GROW 'ALL THE TIME' 
The needs are just tremendous out 

there, and they're growing all the time " said 
Marie Morrow, president of the Plymouth 

Community United Way, which had a $1.3 
million goal when it began its annual cam­
paign in August The campaign continues, 
she said. 

The United Way in Plymouth also worked 
with local companies, service groups and 
individuals on holiday food drives, which, 
Morrow said, proved successful. 

"It went very well. People were very help­
ful,'' she said. 

As in Garden City, the Canton Township . 
Goodfellows don't set a fund-raising goal 
"We just pray to be able to fulfil the kids' 
wishes and get the food," said president 
Nancy Spencer. 

Spencer estimated the group raised 
about $17,000; she credited the Chamber of 
Commerce and the business community for 
their support, and Meijer, Sam's Club and 
former resident Jamie LaGrow, who won 
$10,000 at a poker tournament, for sizeable 
donations. 

The Canton Goodfellows assisted 240 
households, including 569 children — both 
records, Spencer said. 

The group also works with individuals 
and groups to "adopt" needy children for the 
holidays, she said. "Everybody pitched in and 
it just worked beautifully," she said. 

MONEY STILL COMING IN 
Requests for assistance from the 

Westland Goodfellows were up this year, 
said president Jim RachwaL Last year, 
the Goodfellows helped over 225 families 
with more than 600 children among them, 
according to the group's Web site. 

Rachwal didrft have a fund-raising total 
for 2007, but said revenues were up thanks 
to the involvement of Ford Motor Co. and 
the United Auto Workers, plus rand-raisers 
by the Westland Jaycees and the Wayne-
Ford Chic League. 

The Wayne-Westland Salvation Army set 
a goal of $135,000 for its red kettle cam­
paign and mail sohcitations, and Capt. Matt 
O'Neal thinks that goal will be met. 

"We had a lot of good donations in our 
community," O'Neil said. Money is still com­
ing in and some of the red kettles are still 
out, he said. 

About 650 families sought help from the 
Wayne-Westland Salvation Army, O'Neil 
said. That's up about 100 over last year. 
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SMART General Manager Hayes Jones talks about the future he sees for the regional bus system. 

v i s i o n . 

BY STACY JENKINS 
STAFF WRITER .. 

Hayes Jones wants people to 
ride the SMART bus system, even 
if it's not their only option. 

Most riders of the Suburban 
Mobility Authority for Regional 
Transportation bus system do so 
because they do not have a vehicle 
or theyfe unable to operate a vehi­
cle due to physical limitations. 

"But there are people who have 
options," said Jones, general man­
ager of SMART. "I want to create 
an atmosphere where choice riders 
feel comfortable riding SMART. 
We want to provide a level of ser1 

vice they're accustomed to." 
That service includes prompt, 

reliable bus schedules through­
out the communities serviced by 
SMART. 

"I don't want our citizens to 
stand at a stop and not know if the 
bus will arrive and if the bus will 
be on schedule," he said. 

Easy access to bus schedules ' 
via the Internet is also a neces­
sity, he said. SMART will unveil a 
program to make that a reality in 
2008 through its www.smartbus. 
org Web site. Jones said riders 
should be able to map their bus 
route via the online schedule. 

"It's those kinds of services," 
he said. "Time is money and we 
can't afford to have our customers 
standing at a bus stop wondering 
when it's going to come and if it's 

going to come. 

CONTIGUOUS SYSTEM 
Jones, who took over as general 

manager in July, wants to see con­
tinuity in the system. Currently, all 
of Macomb County is serviced, at 
varying levels, by SMART, because 
aconntywide vote was taken. In 
Oakland and Wayne counties, 
however, the "opt-in" vote is taken 
community by community. 

The vote authorizes the county's 
regional transportation author­
ity to levy a millage for SMART 
service. Past concerns such as the 
alleged lack of transparency, com­
munication and responsiveness 

Please see SMART, A5 
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Urgent Care 

founder bet his 

future on a new 

medical concept 

BY KURT KUBAN 
STAFF WRITER 

It was 10 years ago when 
Mohammed Arsiwala found him­
self at the crossroads. The immi­
grant irom India, who had earned 
his medical degree from Wayne 
State, was working at Providence 
Hospital's medical facility in 
Livonia, when Providence decided 
to shut the center down for finan­
cial reasons. 

Arsiwala, who was living in 
Livonia at the time with his wife 
and a new baby, found himself out 
of a job. He had to decide what he 
was going to do, and he had to do 
it in ahurry. Instead of looking for 
another job at a hospital, Arsiwala 
decided to gamble on himself and 
an idea he had of creating a new 
type of practice called 'urgent care' 
— kind of a mix between a tradi­
tional doctor's office, a clinic and 
a hospital. 

He sold his home to help 
finance the venture, which he 
called Livonia Urgent Care. It 
was, and still is, located in the 
same building that housed the 
Providence medical center at 
37595 Seven Mile Road. 

Although there were some 
bumps in the road, Arsiwala said 
it took about two years before the 
business was a success. He subse-

N e w Y e a r 
happy, healthy and pros­
perous New Year to all 

At the start of the year 
people make New Year's resolu­
tions and by the end of the month 
they are long forgotten. However, 
one New Years resolution that 
should be kept is to get one's 
financial house in order. The 
benefits are both economic and 
psychological (you get peace of 
mind). Now is a great time to ded­
icate yourself to making sure your 
financial affairs are in order. 

There are four main areas on 
which to focus ~ estate plan­
ning, taxes, risk management and 
investments. 

. In estate planning area, it is 
important to reviewyour will, 
trust and power of attorney to 
make sure each is up to date and 

WAYNE NEWS BRIEFS 

Staff at Western Wayne Urgent Care includes (from left) Danielle Abels, who 
handles patient registration, medical assistant Rebecca Kujawa, owner Dr. 
Mohammed Arsiwala, and Dr. Prasani Jayatiiake. 

PHOTOS BY BILL BKl5LtK | SIAI-h fHUIUliHAPHER 

Dr. Mohammed Arsiwala stands at 
the entrance of his Canton clinic's 
trauma room. 

quentry opened eight other loca­
tions, including Western Wayne 
Urgent Care in Canton, winch 
opened in May, and now has 168 
employees. 

"I lost my job, and decided I 
wanted to go into practice for 
myself We just kind of grew 
from there," said Arsiwala, who 
has since moved from Livonia to 
Northvifle, 

Arsiwala says he has about 
80,000patients at the nine 
centers, including 27,000 at the 
Livonia location alone. Business 
has been so good, Arsiwala is 
planning on opening 18 more 
facilities over the next three years 
in Michigan, Ohio and Indiana. 

"When I started, this model 
was not there. Now there is a 
boom of urgent care facilities. 
That's because its a good model,'' 
Arsiwala said. 

Arsiwala describes urgent care 
as "a step above the doctor's office, 
and a step below the emergency 
room" 

The facilities, which employ 
board certified doctors, offer a 
wide range of medical services for 
both children and adults, includ­
ing diagnosing and treating ill­
nesses and accidents. They also 
have a full service lab, offer chest 
pain evaluation with EKG, can 
treat broken bones, sprained 
joints, and fix cuts with staples or 
stitches, as well as offer flu and 
tetanus vaccinations. 

In fact, they do just about 
everything short of primary care, 
according to Arsiwala. 

"We don't do primary care, so 
we don't compete with primary 
care providers. We support them 
by sending patients to neighboring 
doctors," Arsiwala said. 

The Urgent Care centers are 
also an inexpensive alternative 
for people who don't have insur­
ance, a fact of life that is becoming 

• more prevalent in Michigan as 
people lose jobs. At a couple of the 

Urgent Care facilities, mcluding 
the one in Canton, Arsiwala offers 
a $50 examination for uninsured 
patients, which includes time with 
a doctor, X-rays, basic labs, a urine 
analysis, and EKG test. 

Arsiwala said far too many peo­
ple wait to get medical treatment 
until they visit the emergency 
room at area hospitals, which is 
not good for them or the hospitals. 

As Arsiwala looks back at the 
success of the risk he took, he is 
happy he bet on himself when he 
was at those crossroads a decade 
ago. He calls it his "immigrant 
story." 

"We're a Michigan-based com­
pany, and I'm so proud of it," he 
said. 

The Urgent Care facilities, 
which accept most insurance 
providers including HAP and 
Blue Care Network, are open 
8 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven days 
a week, every day of the year 
(including holidays). For more 
information, visit www.michi-
ganurgenteare.com. 

t i m e t o g e t f i n a n c e s i n o r d e r 
accurate. For 
those who have 
not done any 
estate planning, 
now is the time. 
Ata minimum, 
everyone needs 
a will and a 
medical power 
of attorney. In 
addition, be sure 
to complete an 
updated docu­
ment locator 

which is a listing of where assets 
and important papers can be 
found. 

In the area of taxes, always 
remember the goal is to be smart 
If you are saving for a child's col­
lege education, take advantage of 
the Michigan Education Savings 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 
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Plan (MESP) which allows one 
to deduct contributions and at the 
same time have all income grow 
on a tax-free basis. 

In addition, it is a good idea 
to get reacquainted with any 
employee benefit programs. 
Taking advantage of retirement 
savings accounts or even flexible 
spending plans can save a sub­
stantial amount of money. 

In the area of risk management, 
this is the time to review insur­
ance on your house or car and also 
to shop your coverage around. 
You'd be surprised how much you 
can save by receiving competitive 
bids. In addition, check deduct­
ibles to determine if they are 
appropriate. Raising deductibles 
is one way to lower premiums. 

Review life insurance coverage 
from a couple different angles. 
First, do you still need life insur­
ance? 

life insurance is not an invest­
ment and it should not be pur­
chased as such. If you don't need 
life insurance, don't keep paying 
for it. I know many people in the 

insurance industry like to tell 
customers their policies are paid 
up and so there is no reason to 
cancel. The reality is if you don't 
need the insurance, cancel the 
policy. And finally, reviewyour 
goals and objectives to make sure 
your investments match. Investors 
who do not have a game plan are 
those that fan. 

Gettingyour financial house 
in order is not easy and it is not 
something you can do once and 
forget about it We live in a time 
where everŷ iinĝ hanges and 
we have to respond acmrdingly. 
The consequences of not keeping 
your financial house in order can 
be severe. As you start the New 
Year, spending time on personal 
finance will help make 2008the 
best year ever. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymatters® 
hometownlife.com. For more information, 
visit Rick's Web site at www.bloomasset-
management.com. You can hear Rick noon 
to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 
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Seniors get wired 
Westland seniors will have 

the opportunity to access the 
Internet from their homes at no 
cost through a new program being 
offered at the William P. Faust 
Public Library. 

On Monday, Jan. % the library 
will unveil its program which 
enables senior residents to obtain 
free dial-up Internet access 
through the facility. The connec­
tion is made possible through 123. 
net, a network which provides 
stable connectivity by way of mul­
tiple Internet uplinks. 

"This program will serve to 
lessen the digital divide of those 
who have access to information 
and those who do not," said library 
Director Cheryl Napsha. 

In order to take part in the pro­
gram, residents age 50 and older 
must visit the library*5 reference 
desk to set up an account 

While this program is only open 
to Westland residents age 50 and 
older now, all residents will be able 
to obtain Internet access through 
this program in April. Call the 
library at (734) 326 -6123. 

Christmas fire hits home 
A Canton house was burned by 

a Christmas Day fire that officials 
say started on the stove. 

Shortly after 2 p.m. Tuesday, a 
911 call led firefighters to ahome 
in the 1300 block of Hampshire. 
When fire crews arrived, they 
could see light smoke coming 
from the home 

Wearing protective gear, fire­
fighters entered the home and 
found the kitchen fully engulfed in 
flames. They quickly extinguished 
Ihefire. 

According to fire officials, the 
fire damage was limited to the 
kitchen/dining area, with smoke 
damage throughout the home. 
Damage is estimated at $60,000 
for the structure and $35,000 for 
the contents. 

Officials ruled the fire was acci­
dental. 

A 58-year-old female, who was 
able to get out of the home and 
call 911, was the only occupant at 
the time of the lire. She was trans­
ported by the fire department 
to St Mary Mercy Hospital in 
Livonia for minor smoke inhala­
tion. There were no other reported 
injuries. 

Bond rating lowered 
The Garden City Public Schools 

ongoing budget woes has taken a 
toll on the district's bond rating. 

Standard & Poor's Rating 
Services revised its outlook for the 
district's BBB+ issuer credit rat­
ing from stable to negative, citing 
Garden City's "weakened financial 
position followingyears of finan­
cial imbalances.'* 

The negative rating is based 
on the district's weak general 
fund balance reserves and lim­
ited financial flexibility, declin­
ing enrollment projections and 
an above-average debt burden, 
according to S&P. 

The school district is in the 
second year of a three-year deficit 
reduction plan aimed at erasing a 
budget deficit projected to be $2.1 
million at the end of fiscal 2007-
2008. It expects to have a bal­
anced budget by the 2009-2010 
budget year. 

She's going 'bowling' 
Allyson Plourde of Redford 

Township won a fomify four-
pack of tickets to the Motor City 
Bowl courtesy of the Observer EccentricNewspapers. 

The bowl game, played 
Wednesday at Ford Field 
in Detroit, pitted the MAC 
Champion Central Michigan 
Chippewas against the 
Boilermakers of Purdue 
Uiuversity. The 11th annual Motor 
City Bowl was presented by GM, 
Chrysler and Ford 

CRIME WATCH 

3 nabbed in gun-waiving 
A Redford resident said three 

teenagers came to his house 
asking about a stolen jacket, 
and one of them waved a gun 
around, according to a police 
report. It happened at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday. 

While an officer was taking 
the report, the 17-year-old victim 
saw the suspects drive by again. 
Officers followed the suspects to 
a car wash, where three people 
were arrested — two were 17, 
one was 19. Each was wanted on 
outstanding warrants. 

Police did not find the gun, 

described as a silver revolver 
with a wooden handle. 

The victim said he recognized 
one of the men from school. He 
denied knowing about a stolen 
jacket 

Tools stolen from church 
Someone broke into Christ 

Lutheran Church, 14350 
Wbrmer, and stole a chest of 
tools worth $500, according 
to Redford police. The thief 
was able to force a door open, 
police said. No other areas of the 
church were damaged 

CORRECTIONS 

Getting it right 
A story called "Store makes 

special delivery ofhusband's final 
gift" in the Dec. 27 edition of the Observer referred incorrectly to 
the man's name twice in the story. 
There was no Mr. Beyer involved 
in the story. 

The man who purchased 
the pendant and later died was 
Michael McChiskey. 

A correct number 
A story in the Dec 30 issue 

of the Observe}' listed the wrong 
phone number for the Hannah 
Montana ticket raffle to ben­
efit the local Salvation Army. 
The number for Entertainment 
Express is (313) 277-5000. Tickets 
are $10 for a chance to win four 
tickets and a limousine ride to 
the Jan. 11 show at the Joe Louis 
Arena. 

Stock-up For Birthdays... and Winter Time: Fun! 
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P u r r - f e c t p e t s a b o u n d a t H u m a n e S o c i e t y 

BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

Once Christmas was over, 
thoughts turned to pets for 
a number of western Wayne 
folks, including Sam Leggat of 
Redford. 

"Looking for two compan­
ions of the feline species," he 
said Thursday at the Michigan 
Humane Society's Berman 
Center for Animal Care 
Adoption Center. He'd had 
a cat that died in the spring; 
Leggat had rescued that cat 
from a co-worker. 

"They're fun, they're enter­
taining," he said while looking 
at the cats up for adoption. 
"I've grown up with them." 

Leggat has a roommate but 
no kids, and noted "Dogs are 
more needy than cats." He 
does consulting work, and 
finds cats suit him well. He'd 
had some work done oh his 
house, and wanted to avoid 
exposing a pet to dust. 

Leggat was in a day ear­
lier and spied a cat that was 
adopted. "Good for him," he 
said. 

The Michigan Humane 
Society got right down to busi­
ness after Christmas, with 
the center in Westland open 
for pet adoptions. It's at 900 
N. Newburgh in Westland, 
at Marquette, and can be 
reached at (734) 721-7300. 

Hours are 11 a.m. to 7 P-m. 
Tuesday through Friday> 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday. The 
MHS also operates adoption 
centers for pets in Rochester 
Hills and Detroit. The. Web 
site is www.michiganhumane. 
org. 

Tim Bury of Westland 
brought daughter McKenzie, 
10, and son Travis, 12, to the 
Berman Center Thursday. "We 
were donating some supplies," 
Tim Bury said. "We always 
walk through when we come 
here." 

The Bury family has a dog, 
Holly, a yellow lab, at home, 
so they weren't looking for 
another pet. "They wanted to 
see the dogs and cats," Bury 
said of his kids, a Stevenson 
Middle School seventh-grader 
and Patchin Elementary fifth-
grader. 

Tim, who works at a steel 
mill in Plymouth in com­
puter entry and as an uncoiler 
operator, likes having a pet. "It 
teaches the kids responsibil­
ity," he said. "They get a com­
panion out of it." Holly, about 
a year old, is also a watchdog. 

Martha Tibai, 
5, (from left) 
and her sisters 
Michelle, 10, 
and Megan, 
8, of Wayne 
visited the 
Michigan 
Humane 
Society in 
Westland and 
had the chance 
to play with 
a cat named 
Chubs, who 
was up for 
adoption. 

The family donated a col­
lar, and hamster supplies: "We 
figured we'd make good use of 
it," dad said. 

Barb Lungaro of Canton 
was at the Westland shelter 
with son Shawn, who works in 
a machine shop. Their family 
has four dogs, two cats (Barb's 
daughter's pets) and a cocka-
tiel. 

"We're just looking around 
for dogs," said Shawn Lungaro, 
who'd like a small dog. "We 
usually stop and look around 
here. 

"Just fun to have around the 
house," he said of pets. "My 
mom treats them like they are 
kids." 

His mom was excited to find 
a gift at the Humane Society, 
a plaque that read: "There 
is always room for one more 
dog." She loves her pets. 

"They don't talk back to you 
and they love you uncondition­
ally," Barb Lungaro said. If 

' thinking about. 

•Affordable Pricing 
• 0% Financing Available 
• Extended Warranties 
• Quality Installation 

( 7 3 4 ) 5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0 

Our 33rd Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 

. 8979 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA 

L A S T 

D A Y S ! 

JEWELLERS / GEMOLOGISTS 
Across Coolidge from The Somerset Col * t * i 

3001 West Big Beaver Road • Troy, MI 48084 • 1-800-SCHUBI > I 
Extended store hours Mon. - Sat., 10am to 6pm, 

Sundays, 12noon to 5pm 
*We are required to exclude certain watch brands and designers from this event. 

At the conclusion of this spectacular event, Douglas and Sydell Schubot 
will pass die operation of Schubot Jewellers to their son Brian, 

who will continue to build on the 90-year tradition at Jules R. Schubot. 

you're down or sick, your pet 
will stay by you. 

She doesn't have any trouble 
with her pets and has never 
hit them. "I raise my voice and 
they know, don't they? I love 
my animals." 

Lungaro encourages new pet 
owners to spend a lot of time 
with the animals, and to make 
sure vaccines are up to date. 
She has a veterinarian here 
and one Up North by their 
place in Gladwin. 

"If you want to have a 
healthy pet, you've got to take 
care of it," she said. 

Taniya Hanspard of Livonia 
brought son Andre Roberts, 
12, to the Westland shel­
ter. He's a seventh-grader 
at Emerson Middle School, 
and she's an engineer with 

Siemans VDO in Dearborn. 
"We had a dog a few years 

ago," she said. "We loved him 
so much." That golden retriev­
er got away, and she thinks 
another family kept.him. 

They'd been thinking about 
a new dog for several months, 
and have done research on 
pets. "Now we know a little 
more about the behavior of 
the dogs," she said as Andre 
visited with Ripley, a dog, in a 
"get acquainted" room. 

MHS spokeswoman 
Stephanie Baron noted just 
after the holidays can be a 
great time for a new pet. "It 
just depends on what your 
holiday activities are," said the 
owner of two cats. If you're 
done with entertaining, you 
can welcome a new pet; other­
wise, it's better to wait. 

"It's enough of an adjust­
ment for the new animal to be 
in the home," she said, without 
a lot of party guests around. 

Chubs, a domestic shorthair 
cat, was popular with visitors 
to the Westland site. "He's 
about nine months old," Baron 
said as she played with Chubs. 
"He's a purr machine." 

She encourages the whole 
family to come in to adopt. 
"We try to match up lifestyle 
of the animal with lifestyle of 
the person," Baron said. Once 
a pet's home, adjustment will 
take some time. 

PHOTOS 8V TOM HAWLEY I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Stephanie Baron of the Michigan Humane Society receives a big kiss from 
Ripley, a one year old Labrador retriever mix that is up for adoption. 

Some animals end up at the 
shelter due to moves or finan­
cial difficulties. "Some people 
have babies and it doesn't mix 
with the baby," Baron said, 
emphasizing it's not their fault 
and the good fortune of ani­
mals having a. second chance 
at a home. 

There are adoption fees for 
MHS animals, who arrive 
at the shelter consistently 
throughout the year. Animals 
are spayed or neutered as part 

of the adoption package. 
Forms at the shelter tell 

people what the animal needs 
from them, and what current 
social skills the animal has. 
The Humane Society offers Pet 
Education Center classes at 
Westland and Rochester Hills, 
as well as off-site locations, 
for animals with problems like 
urinating on the carpet. 

"You get to know your dog a 
little better which is nice, too,'1 

Baron said. 

Shoponline at iordandtaylor.com. Sale ends Tuesday, January 22nd, except as noted. Savings off regular and original prices. No adjustments to prior sale 
purchases. Selected collections; not every style in every store. Our regular and original prices are offering prices only and may or may not have resulted tn sales. 
Advertised merchandise may be available at sale prices in upcoming sale events. Far the Lord & Taylor location nearest you, visit our wsbsite or call 1-800-223-7440. 
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F i r e d e s t r o y s c o n s t r u c t i o n b u s i n e s s 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Earl Hall said ringing in 
the new year is supposed to 
bring "optimism and a fresh 
approach." 

Both will certainly be key 
for Hall after fire destroyed 
the building housing his com­
pany, E.G.H. Construction, 
and Van Buren Electric on 
north Mill Street near Amelia 
in Plymouth late Tuesday 
night. 

Plymouth Community fire­
fighters were called to the 
building about 11:30 p.m., and 
remained on the scene until 
about 6:30 a.m. Wednesday 
morning. The fire depart­
ment was aided by crews from 
Northville and Northville 
Township. 

"I was surprised to see it 
this (Wednesday) morning 
and find the office completely 
destroyed," said Hall, who 
noted he was notified of the 
blaze about an hour after 
firefighters responded, but 
decided not to go watch it 
burn. "It was a sick feeling, it's 
a total loss." 

ML BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The Van Buren Electric and E.G.H Construction company in Plymouth 
suffered damage in the New Year's fire Tuesday night. 

Hall said the fire is more of 
an inconvenience as his con­
struction company remains in 
business, and he's already had 
offers of office space from 
several people. 

"It's mostly an inconve­
nience of having to deal 
with relocation and setting 
up a new office," Hall said. 

"Fortunately, no one was hurt 
in the fire, or any firefighters 
were injured." 

Hall said no cause for the 
fire has been determined, 
"but it doesn't look to be any­
thing intentional." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com | 
(734) 459-2700 
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S M A R T 
FROM, PAGE A1 

by SMART have led to some 
communities opting out-of the 
system. 

Livonia recently opted out, 
creating a gap in coverage 
between West Bloomfield and. 
Farmington Hills, to Detroit 
Metro Airport, for example. 

"There are serious concerns 
about the situation we're in," , 
said Steve Brock, Farmington 
Hills city manager, who serves 
on the Oakland County Transit 
Authority, formed via Public 
Act 197 to collect the tax for 
the SMART service. "What if 
West Bloomfield opts out — we 
become a peninsula." 

Novi and Canton are not in 
SMART, so there is a west-to-
east disconnect. The opt-in 
or opt-out structure creates 
a checker board for SMART 
routes. 

"When you have those mis-
connections, you don't truly 
have a regional service," Jones 
said. 

To change that, Jones said 
it's up to the municipal leaders 
and the county commissions 
in each county to make that 
change. 

"My hope, as general manag­
er, is to share the vision," said 
Jones, who noted he wants to 
work with the counties to ere- , 
ate a strategic plan. "We need a 
road map, where we are at and 
where we want to be." 

HIGH DEMAND 
By 2030, the senior popula­

tion is expected to double, cre­
ating a greater need for trans-
portation'services, Jones said. 

"Our connector program and 
our community partnership 
program are growing by leaps 
and bounds," he said. "But it is 
very critical that we find a way 
to expand our services." 

Ridership was up in 2 0 0 7 , 
Jones said, noting about 11 mil­
lion people used the SMART 
system. 

"This year is the first time 
in history that our ridership 
is going through the roof" he 
said. "We had to cut $2 million 
from our budget, yet ridership 
has gone up." 

High fuel costs are likely 
prompting people to ride the 
bus, he added. 

"If we continue to grow the 
way we are growing now, well 
need to find ways to support 
this growth," Jones said. 

SMART general 
manager Hayes 
Jones 

2010. 

SMART 
receives about 
50 percent of its 
funding from 
the opt-in com­
munities — via 
a0.59-milltax 
— and the other 
half from state 
and federal 
sources. The 
next SMART 
millage vote 
will happen in 

A RENAISSANCE MAN 
, Jones has experience in 
. business management, public 
service, government, politics, 
education, entrepreneurship 
and even the Olympic Games. 

Before being hired as gen­
eral manager of SMART in 
July, Jones, 69, of Pontiac, 
was director of Economic 
Development and Community 
Affairs for Oakland County, 
where he focused on business 
retention and expansion. He 
was also senior adviser for 
Automation Alley, where he 
organized global trade mis­
sions for small- to medium-
sized businesses. 

Prior to working for 
American Airlines and Pro 
Air for a combined total of 
20 years, Jones was a school 
teacher at Denby High School 
in Detroit. He took a leave of 
absence when he was appoint­
ed to the Youth Empowerment 
Project by Detroit Mayor 
Jerome P. Cavanaugh; 

He accepted an appointment 
in 1968 from New York Mayor 
John V. Lindsay to be the city"s 
first recreation director. 

His experience also includes 
owning J&J Airport Services, a 
baggage service operation. 

The political bug bit him 
in November 2006, when he 
ran for an unexpired term 
in the Michigan House of 
Representatives representing 
Pontiac and Auburn Hills. He 
lost the following election to 
the two-year term by 84 votes. 

Jones is also an Olympic 
champion. He brought home 
a gold medal from the 1964 
Olympics in Tokyo in the 110-
meter hurdles. Four years ear­
lier, he competed in the I960 
Olympics in Rome and brought 
home a bronze medal in the 
same event. 

Jones is married to Rhonda 
and they have two children and 
three grandchildren. 

sjenkinsihometownlife.com | (734) 953-2131 
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On Saturday, January 19, loin us for a blast of winter fun. Get 
your picture taken with Red Wing great Ted Lindsay, who wiil 
be on hand signing autographs from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
There will be hot cocoa, hot dogs and plenty of warm cheer 
to go 3round. Pius, we'll have games and great giveaways 
for everyone. Come join the fun! 
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A t f o r d a b 

In addition to our 
assisted living, we 
also offer a special 
secured environment 

e p e r s o n a a r e 

and other memory 
disorders. 

Activity-filled facility located on almost 4 
Licensed by the State ofMichigan. 
Easy access on and off1-696. 

VA benefits may apply 
Long-term care insurance accepted 

P a r m i n g t o n H i l l s 
A s s i s t e d ^ l i v i n g f o r S e 

248-851-9640 
'. 12 Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, 
www.farmingtonhillsinn.com 

s . 

All-Inclusive Rates 
start at $1705 per 

month and include: 

3 Meals Daily, plus a snack 
Medication Administration 

~ Laundry Service 
™ Daily Housekeeping 

~ Full Activities Calendar 
- Assistance with Bathing & 

Personal Grooming 
Free Satellite TV Service in 
Rooms & Common Areas 
~ Regular Physician Visits 
~ Physical Therapy on-site 

-Backup Generator 
~ Respite/Vacation Stays 

Available 
Beauty/Barber Shop on-site 

30350 
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Every community is targeting new businesses and retaining businesses. An 
example of redevelopment is the collection of new shops at Wonderland 
Village, on Plymouth and Middlebelt. 

N e w y e a r w i l l r e q u i r e 

p l e n t y o f r e s o l v e 

tften a time of optimism and 
jresolutions, this new year 
'begins with our state feeing 

an economic recession pushed 
by the loss of jobs and mortgage 
foreclosures. Forecasters see 
more doom and gloom in 2008. 
Those of us with jobs and homes 
must increasingly realize our 
role in helping sustain our area's 
economy. 

Whether it's visiting local 
restaurants from Livonia to 
Canton, shopping in downtown 
Plymouth or Westland, or even 
liiring a service company from 
Redford or Garden City, it's as 
important as ever to choose 
wisely the places we spend our 
precious dollars. Look at busi­
nesses that you'd want to keep 
around and choose those that 
invest in our community by who 
they hire, how well they serve, 
and what kind of corporate citi­
zenship they display. 

Livonia begins the new year 
with a new, though familiar, 
group of city leaders facing major 
challenges, mostly wrought by 
the difficult economy. We-wish 
Mayor Jack Kirksey, City Council 
President Laura Toy, Clerk Linda 
Grimsby and Treasurer Dermis 
Wright success in trying to con­
tinue to provide Livonia with 
top-notch services and public 
safety protection amid the dwin­
dling funding sources. Fmding 
ways to retain and attract new 
businesses will be the key to the 
town's future. 

We hope a new year brings a 
speedy resolution to the whistle-
blower lawsuit brought by a for­
mer controller against Livonia 
Public Schools and two top 
administrators. This is a serious 
allegation and the district says 
it's unfounded. A court decision 
on the issue should clear the air, 
one way or the other. 

In Canton, township officials 
should continue to court retail 
and other businesses to move in 
along the Michigan Avenue cor­
ridor, which has seen a remark­
able transformation in recent 
years and may someday rival 
Ford Road as the town's main 
thoroughfare. Ditto for Cherry 
Hill Village, which is finally 
starting to gain an identity for 
itself with new stores and some 
nightlife. 

Let's hope the Plymouth-
Canton Schools Board of 
Education can find a suitable 
replacement for popular Supt. 
Jim Ryan, who is retiring at 
the end of February. The new 
superintendent is going to have 
to deal with some big challenges, 
mainly cutting costs while try­
ing to maintain small classroom 

s izes . W h o e v e r gets t h e j o b , h e o r 
s h e w i l l h a v e s o m e b i g shoes t o 
f i l l a n d h a v e t o d e a l w i t h h u g e 
expec ta t ions . 

P o l i t i c a l c a n d i d a t e s i n 
P l y m o u t h a n d C a n t o n t o w n ­
s h i p s s h o u l d r e s o l v e t o k e e p i t 
c l ean . A l l t h e b o a r d seats i n b o t h 
t o w n s a re u p for g r a b s t h i s year . 
W e ' r e h o p i n g t h e i n c u m b e n t s 
w h o ge t i n t o t h e r a ce , a n d t h e i r 
p o t e n t i a l cha l l enge r s , c a m p a i g n 
o n i ssues a n d k e e p pe r sona l i t i e s 
o u t o f i t . 

T h e C i t y o f P l y m o u t h a n d 
P l y m o u t h T o w n s h i p n e e d t o 
r e s o l v e t o se t t l e t h e w h o l e f i r e 
d e p a r t m e n t i ssue . I n d i v i d u a l s i n 
b o t h g o v e r n m e n t a l b o d i e s h a v e 
s a i d t h e y b e l i e v e a j o i n t o p e r a ­
t i o n is t h e b e s t o p t i o n f o r b o t h 
c o m m u n i t i e s ; h o w e v e r , w h e n 
t h e y s i t d o w n t o nego t i a t e , t h a t 
t h o u g h t s e e m s t o g o o u t t h e w i n ­
dow. G e t i t se t t l ed . 

G a r d e n C i t y o f f i c i a l s s h o u l d 
c o n t i n u e to- m a k e l o c a l w a t e r 
a n d sewer i m p r o v e m e n t s , w h i l e 
w o r k i n g w i t h i n a f i ve-year f u n d ­
i n g p l a n t o r e m a i n so l v en t a n d 
a v o i d b i g ra te inc reases . : 

A n o t h e r b i g c h a l l e n g e f o r 
G a r d e n C i t y o f f i c i a l s i s t o c o n ­
t i n u e t r y i n g t o a t t rac t n e w b u s i ­
n e s s e s t o t o w n , w h i l e e n c o u r ­
a g i n g e x i s t i n g b u s i n e s s o w n e r s 
t o t k e e p t h e i r l o c a t i o n s l o o k i n g , 
a t t rac t ive . 

R e d f o r d U n i o n S c h o o l s a r e 
s t a r i n g d o w n a d i s m a l f i n a n ­
c i a l f u t u r e , w i t h t h e p r o j e c t e d 
i n c r e a s e i n t h e d i s t r i c t ' s b u d ­
g e t d e f i c i t . G i v e n a l l t h e c u t s 
n e e d e d t o t r i m t h e de f i c i t so f a r 
a n d k n o w i n g t h e r e ' s s o m u c h 
f u r t h e r t o g o , w e u r g e d i s t r i c t 
o f f i c i a l s t h e fortitude t o f a ce t h i s 
n e w cha l l enge i n w a y s t h a t l eas t 
i m p a c t t h e c l a s s r o o m . 

A s R e d f o r d T o w n s h i p faces a n 
e l e c t i on y e a r for t o w n s h i p o f f i c ­
es a n d s ta te o f f i ces , w e h a v e a n 
ea r l y m e s s a g e for a l l c a n d i d a t e s : 
Le t ' s k e e p i t c l e a n , s t i c k t o t h e 
i s s u e s , a n d n o t f o c u s o n t e a r ­
i n g d o w n t h e o p p o s i t i o n . P eop l e 
w a n t t o k n o w w h a t y o u c a n d o 
o r h a v e d o n e , n o t h o w b a d l y y o u 
c a n s m e a r t h e o t h e r s i d e . A n d 
p lease , n o h i d i n g b e h i n d o u t s i d e 
g r o u p s t o a c t u a l l y s l i n g t h e m u d . 

W e s t l a n d o f f i c i a l s s h o u l d c o n ­
t i n u e p u s h i n g t o c l e a n u p t h e 
c o n t a m i n a t i o n a t C e n t r a l C i t y 
P a rk , w h i c h is t h e c r o w n j e w e l o f 
ci ty 's pa rk ' s y s t e m . T h e y s h o u l d 
w o r k w i t h t h e s ta te a n d c o u n t y 
t o g e t t h i s r e s o l v e d a s s o o n a s 
p o s s i b l e , s o r e s i d e n t s c a n o n c e 
a g a i n en joy t h e p a r k . 

W e s t l a n d o f f i c i a l s s h o u l d a l so 
m a k e i t a p r i o r i t y t o t r y a n d l u r e 
n e w b u s i n e s s e s t o t h e c i ty , p a r ­
t i cu l a r l y t o f i l l t h e v a c a n c i e s n e a r 
W e s t l a n d S h o p p i n g Cen t e r . 

Hugh Gallagher 
Managing Editor 

Susan Rosiek 
Executive Editor 

Marty Carry 
Director of 
Advertising 

Peter Neill 
Vice President 
General Manager 

Richard Aginian - Publisher Emeritus 

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our 
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute 
to the business success of our customers. 

Regarding HR1955 and S1959, both 
versions of this bill are too flawed to con­
sider making them law as they are written. 

I am sick to death of hearing President 
Bush state that he needs to be able to spy 
on Americans to protect and keep them 
safe from terrorism. This has already gone 
on too long and is too far reaching to be 
acceptable by the American people. 

Please let this type of activity revert back 
to being covered under the current FISA 
laws and protect the American people from 
the'unnecessary loss of privacy they have 
already been experiencing since early2001, 
when George W. Bush first took office. 

All we need is the government now 
deciding that we are guilty of crimes not 
committed, based on faulty information 
from eavesdropping on conversations or 
misinterpreting anything written in e-
mails or blogs on the Internet 

Patricia Linna 
Westland 

Seek information on candidates 
We, at least some of us, will go on the 

15th of January to the polls to cast our bal­
lots. It will be for presidential candidates 
most likely chosen for us, promoted, and 
given the most exposure by those who con­
trol the mainstream news media and public 
opinion polling. 

From past experiences, we can infer that 
the candidates who are the medias choices, 
when elected are likely to cater to the inter­
ests favored by those who are in control of 
the media that had been instrumental in 
their election, not necessarily to the best 
interest of the country. The voting public 
is hardly aware of the existence of other, 
truly worthy candidates who are largely 
ignored and often unjustly and purposivery, 
it seems, detracted by the media. That is 
perhaps the reason why there is a dearth 
among hopefuls of good, capable, truly 
deserving persons willing to offer them­
selves as presidential candidates. Those 
of them who do, facing such formidable 
antagonists, likely stand not much of a 
chance of being elected. 

Obvious promotion of a particular presi­
dential candidate by controlled news media 
may be an indication to many of us that 
the candidate is perhaps not good to be our 
president On the other hand, undeserved 
detracting from and largely ignoring of 
a candidate or candidates by the media 
may be a sign to us that he, she, or they are 
most likely to have desirable attributes, are 
worthy ofbeing elected to the office of the 
president, and will do good for this country. 
The voting public, in order to make wise 
choices, should seek information about 
candidates from impartial, independent 
sources. 

Joseph Wira 
Plymouth 

So-called "free trade" deals like NAFTA 
and CAFTA were supposed to bring mil­
lions of new jobs to the United States — so 
said former President Clinton. The resi­
dents of Michigan know the truth, though. 
They can see the devastation by looking 
around them. 

Unfortunately, the leadership ofboth 
major political parties support these trade 
compacts and none question our member­
ship to international governing bodies 
such as the World Trade Organization, the 
International Monetary Fund and World 
Bank, and the United Nations — all of 
which are a direct threat to our national 
independence and sovereignty. 

But there is only one candidate who actu­
ally has a bona fide, pro-American voting 
track record. His name is Dr. Ron Paul. Dr. 
Paul understands that NAFTA, CAFTA, 
and the WTO are not about "free trade," 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

but instead, about the redistribution of 
wealth from industrialized nations like the 
U.S., to the Third World. Meanwhile, the 
bankers profit and Michigan suffers. 

During his nearly 20 (nonconsecutive) 
years in Washington, Dr. Ron Paul has 
never voted to raise taxes. He has never 
voted for an unbalanced budget And he's 
never voted for a congressional pay raise 
— he even returns a portion of his salary 
every year to the Treasury. Ron Paul has 
been given the nickname "Dr. No" for his 
steadfast adherence to the Constitution 
— if a bill is unconstitutional, he simply will 
not vote for it, even if the resulting tally is 
434-1. 

Michigan voters have a unique oppor­
tunity to send a strong message in support 
of an unconventional politician: An honest 
one. That man is Dr. Ron Paul. Please vote 
for him Jan. 15. 

Bruce Hartdegen 
Plymouth 

the Senate and the White House. Compare 
this to the pork barrel projects that cost 
Americans over $200 a year per person 
(check wwwjust6dollars.org for more info). 

It's not only practical but far more fis­
cally responsible to have ihe public fund 
elections (politicians can still collect small 
donations from supporters). 

Yes, decreasing term limits will lead to 
more experienced congressmen. But look 
where that's gotten us — on adeath track 
in Iraq! We don't need "experience" if it's 
going to blow our country straight to hell. 
We need fresh faces and open access for 
everyday folks to be able to run for office. 
Expanding term limits is a joke. If we want 
representatives who actually represent us 
(and not the lobbyists and corporate pow­
ers that be) then we need to publicly fund 
elections. Let's start thinking about some 
real electoral reforms here. 

Brianna Knoppow 
Farmington Hills 

Reject socialized medicine Iran report unconvincing 
The lineup on the Socialist side, oops, 

the Democrat side is Clinton, Obama, 
Edwards, Kucinich, and Bidea Pick one, 
get the second free. 

None of the above carries a card, 
but their socialist inchnations are sure. 
Socialized medicine, sometimes euphemis­
tically called universal health care is their 
bag. No debates need to take place on the 
left. They afl seek to bring our economy to 
its knees. 

Given the election of one of the socialists, 
how far behind will nationalization for the 
top ten industries be. 

No need to scoff. England not too many 
years ago tried the socialization or nation­
alization of the 10 major industries, fell 
into decline, thousands hungry, thousands 
out of work, wages at a low ebb. Margaret 
Thatcher reversed the nationalization when 
she became prime minister, placing the 
socialized businesses in private hands once 
again. 

Ahealthy economic system developed 
soon after. People were working and eating. 
Once again, socialism proved inefficient. 

It doesn't have to happen here. 
Ne9 Goodbred 

Livonia 

Why are taxes going if? 
I happen to be a senior citizen. I've lived 

in the same home since I built it in 1966. 
My2007homestead property taxes have 

increased by about 2.5 percent over the 
last year. The taxable value, according to 
the city of Farmington Hills, has increased 
over last year about 3.6 percent However, 
the actual value of my home has decreased 
from that of2006. In short, I have to pay 
more even though my property is worth 
less. 

I guess it has something to do with 
Proposal A. 

Question: Is the state ofMichigan or 
the city of Farmington Hills going to lower 
my assessment for 2008to bring it in line 
with what it should be? Were all Proposal 
Ahomeowners in Michigan affected the * 
same way? Don't hand me a explanation. 
Just tell the truth. 

Kenneth Kemp 
Farmington Hills 

Real reform needed 
Expanding term limits completely miss­

es the point We need real election reform 
and that means it is imperative that we 
adapt public financed elections! 

Let's get lobbyists out of this "game" of 
politics all together. It is time we ended the 
corporate purchase of elections/politicians. 
On the national level that means per person 
we would spend only $6 a year to publicly 
fund each and every election for the House, 

The new U.S. intelligence report makes 
U.S. intelligence look like an oxymoron. 

If Iran isn't working towards nuclear 
weapons, why does it continue to violate 
international laws and hide its program 
from nuclear inspectors? Why would 
Iranian leaders risk more economic sanc­
tions if they don't have a weapons program? 
Wouldn't they allow International Atomic 
Energy Agency inspectors to fully access 
their sites if they werent pursuing nuclear 
weapons? 

Iran claims to have 3,000 working 
cCTtrifuges. If they continue to operate suc­
cessfully they will create enough fuel for a 
nuclear weapon in a year. Why, given that 
the president of Iran has said he wants to 
dominate the world, would we think Iran's 
nuclear program is only for peaceful pur­
poses? 

Iran has been identified as the world's 
leading state sponsor of international ter­
rorism, funding Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad 
and Hamas, as well as Shiite insurgent 
groups. Iran is even recruiting its youth and 
students across the Middle East for suicide 
operations against Western targets. 

Religious extremism, particularly 
Islamic fundamentalism, isone of the key 
dangers in the world today. The Iranian 
president is a religious extremist who 
believes that it is his destiny to trigger a 
period of chaos, war and bloodshed in 
order for Islam to dominate the world. 

Nuclear proliferation is one of the great­
est dangers to world peace. We must act 
to stop Iran before it can develop nuclear 
technology, because the Iranian president 
has said that he would share nuclear tech­
nology with like-minded Muslim countries. 

The new NIE report is ambiguous, con­
tradictory, and hardly reassuring, but it 
clearly states that the time line for making a 
nuclear bomb has not changed. 

Most Western countries continue to offer 
strong support for using economic diplo­
macy with Iran, led by French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy and UK. Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown. 

The president of Iran believes he is creat­
ing an Islamic "superpower," which will 
bring down the West, including the United 
States. He says that he will have hundreds 
of millions of Muslim "holy raiders" eager 
to become martyrs. 

The Iranian president calls the 
Holocaust a "myth" and frequently calls for 
the destruction of Israel. 

If we do not act, we run the risk of pla­
cating an extremist and making the same 
mistake we made with Hitler, which led to 
World War II and the deaths of millions. 

We must act now, using more economic 
diplomacy and greater economic pressure, 
to help prevent a war. 

Larry Loewenthal 
Southfield 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://wwwjust6dollars.org


www.Nometowfllife.com OTHER OPINIONS Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, January 3.2008 (*>. A7 

T w o - p a r t y p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m h a s 

s t r a n g l e h o l d o n o u r d e m o c r a c y 

H e r e ' s h o p i n g 2 0 0 8 b r i n g s 

p o l i t i c a l r e s u l t s , n o t r h e t o r i c 

Finally.' Iowa voters will 
go to the polls today, in 
what, thankfully, marks 

the beginning of the end of 
an incessantly long presiden­
tial primary campaign. 

I don't know about every­
one else, but for me this 
primary season has gone on 
far too long - so long that it 

has numbed a 
lot of voters to 
the whole pro­
cess of picking 
our next presi­
dent. 

Of course, 
that probably 
doesn't bother 
the leadership 
of either the 
Republican 

or Democratic parties. It is 
clear they aren't really inter­
ested in getting more voters 
involved in the process. 

Case in point, look at the 
sad situation we face here 
in Michigan. The national 
leadership of both parties 
decided to essentially void 
our primary votes, because 
we - gasp - chose to hold 
our primary at an earlier 
date than they thought we 
should. 

Whether you agree with 
it or not, the leaders in the 
Michigan Democratic and 
Republican parties decided 
to move our primary up 
and hold it before the Iowa 
Caucus and New Hampshire 
Primary, which are the tra­
ditional forerunners of the 
primary season. Their logic 
was to make sure Michigan 
had more of an influence 
on who the nominees would 
ultimately be. If we went 
first, the nation would 
take notice of the results, 
and force the candidates 
to address the state's eco­
nomic struggles and other 
Michigan-specific issues. 

The response of the 
national parties was swift 
and pretty brutal, even 
though Iowa and New 
Hampshire moved their 
dates up. The Democrats 
have stripped Michigan of 
its 156 delegates for this 

year's national convention, 
and the Republican Party 
will only count half of the 
state's delegates. 

(Florida was hit with a 
similar penalty for schedul­
ing it's Jan. 2 9 primary.) 

So when Michigan voters, 
at least some of us, head to 
the polls on Jan. 15, it will 
really be a fruitless endeav- , 
or. Heck, there will only be 
four Democrats (Hillary 
Clinton, Sen. Chris. Dodd of 
Connecticut, Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich of Ohio and former 
Alaska Sen. Mike Gravel) on 
the ballot, because all the 
other candidates decided it 
was best to go along with 
the party rules than to let 
Michigan voters have their 
say. Democrat candidate 
Joe Biden's campaign even 
referred to the Michigan pri­
mary as a "beauty contest." 

Biden was partially right. 
The whole election process 
in this country has become 
a beauty contest - thanks 
to the Republicans and 
Democrats. 

Just look at this primary 
campaign. How many times 
do we have to see the can­
didates answer the same 
questions? Of course, their 
answers change as poll­
sters tell them what they 
think the American public 
thought about their previous 
answers. 

The two parties have 
essentially said to voters, 
abide by our rules or go 
somewhere else. Of course 
they have set up a system 
where there is nowhere else 
to go. They have essentially 
locked out any independent 
or third party candidates 
from the process. They don't 
allow third party candidates 
in any of their debates, and 
it is much more difficult to 
even get on the ballot for 
independents. 

The question I have is how 
long will we as Americans 
watch the Republicans and 
Democrats flush our democ­
racy down the toilet? 

If they think the American 
people are happy with this 

system, they are mistaken. 
Look at voter turnout. In the. 
2004 presidential election, 
64 percent of eligible voters 
decided to go to the polls. 
While that might seem fairly 
abysmal considering democ­
racies like Australia and 
Malta (yes Malta) typically 
have a turnout of 9 0 percent 
or higher, it was actually the 
largest turnout we've had 
since 1968. 

And in off-presidential 
elections, turnout it usually 
in the mid to high 30s. It is 
clear there is a growing dis­
connect between our elector­
ate and our political system. 

And just what have the 
Dems and Republicans done 
after the campaign is over? 
Their fervent partisanship 
has created a dysfunctional 
government that appeals 
to the far left and far right, 
while middle America is left 
in the dust wondering what 
happened to their govern­
ment. And it's not just at the 
federal level. We in Michigan 
have had a front row view of 
the ugliness of Democrat/ 
Republican partisanship. 

I know, I know. People 
have told me time and 
again, a third party will 
never work, that our prob­
lems must be solved in the 
two-party system we have 
now. But there is something 
seriously wrong with our 
democracy, and our two-
party system (or at least the 
two parties in it) is the main 
problem. 

Our founding fathers 
never said anything about 
having to be a Republican or 
Democrat to get elected in 
this country. Yet, we are in a 
trap we don't seem to know 
how to get out of. 

Think about that when 
you waste your gas and time 
to vote on Jan. 15. What a 
sad situation. Democracy 
indeed. 

Kurt Kuban is editor of the 
Canton Observer. He can be 
reached at (734) 459-2700 or by 
e-mail at kkuban@hometownlife. 
com. 

Tom Watkins 

Promises, promises. 
It's New Year resolutions time again. 

You know, those promises you make 
to yourself that are often forgotten or not 
acted upon until it is time for the following 
year's resolutions. According to Wikipedia, 
"a New Year's resolution is a commitment 
that an individual makes to a project or 
habit, often a lifestyle change, that is gener­
ally interpreted as advantageous." 

During a recent presiden-
^^H^l rial debate, the moderator 
^r^^^tll asked the Democratic can-
F Ht didates to tell the audience 
fc . * mi their New Year resolutions. 

Predictably, we heard more 
campaign rhetoric from 
most of them. Gov. Bill 
Richardson got the laugh 
line of the evening when 
he said, "I am going to lose 
weight — again, this year!" 
As Wikipedia indicates, 

"many resolutions go unachieved and are 
often broken fairly shortly after they are 
set:" Here are some promises or resolutions 
that I hope defy the odds and are not only 
made for 2008, but are implemented. 

• The governor will call for a "shared 
vision and common agenda" conference. 
This meeting will consist of the diverse 
interests that comprise our state, includ­
ing Republicans and Democrats; business, 
labor and academia; nonprofits and those 
struggling to make a profit; city, suburbs 
and rural from Saugatuck to St. Clair and 
from Monroe to Menominee. The Henry 
Ford should be used as the conference set­
ting, using the backdrop of Henry Ford, 
Edison, Firestone and other innovative 
entrepreneurs as inspiration for us to build 
a new Michigan. We need leadership that 
has us rowing in the same direction if we 
expect to move forward in the future. 

Are their political risks of such a gather­
ing? Of course. But the risks to all of us by 
not coming together and taking action are 
far greater. 

• The rhetoric in our state capitol about 
reforming and restructuring government 
will be more than lip service and real 
change will be acted upon. This will mean 
putting the needs of citizens, the people 
that pay the taxes, above the special inter­
ests that are well-represented in Lansing. 
The structure and overhead of our govern­
ments at the state and local levels exist as 
if nothing has changed when the contrary, 
that everything has changed, is true. 

• The statement that "I will go any­
where and do anything" to brings jobs to 
Michigan will include China, Russia and 
India, countries with more than three bil­
lion new capitalists/consumers with the 

fastest-growing, largest economies in the 
world. Here we are at the beginning of 
the eighth year of the 21st century and no 
statewide elected official has traveled to 
these countries to "bring home the bacon" 
for Michigan. With an unemployment rate 
of nearly 8 percent and good-paying jobs 
fleeing our state, a job reconnaissance mis­
sion seems in order. 

• Budgets are statements of priorities. 
Politicians on both sides of the political 
aisle make the claim that education is the 
most important investment our state can 
make to help prepare our people for the 
transformational, technologically-driven, 
global, knowledge economy. Yet funding 
for education at all levels has been cut and 
increases have not kept pace with rising 
costs for several years in a row. Voters need 
to hold our elected leaders accountable. 
Don't just "read their lips" when it comes to 
educational funding — "watch their hips." 
The bulk of all new resources invested in 
our schools goes to pensions and health 
care for employees. Actions do speak louder 
than words and the actions have not caught 
up to the rhetoric when it truly comes to 
funding education. 

• Efforts that have been made to diver­
sify our state's economy will continue and 
intensify. Tapping life sciences, alterna­
tive energy, homeland security and other 
21st century knowledge-economy jobs 
like Google and E-Prize hold promise for 
Michigan. The University of Michigan, 
Michigan State University and Wayne State 
University together with our other wonder­
ful universities, can and should be utilized 
to help jump-start new, creative, innovative 
and entrepreneurial ventures. 

• Our system of community colleges will 
be recognized for the value they add to help 
prepare our traditional and nontraditional 
students for this fast-paced, ever-chang­
ing world economy. A summit should be 
held with the leaders of the 28 community 
colleges, from the western edge of the U.P. 
to Monroe, to stimulate their thinking on 
ways their talents can be better utilized. 

Change is the most talked about and least 
acted upon concept in Michigan today. As 
a new year begins, we have the opportunity 
to embrace and lead change. Will we allow 
another year to pass without making com­
mitments with the corresponding action for 
real change? 

Resolutions, rhetoric or results — which 
will prevail in 2008? 

Tom Watkins is an education and business consul­
tant. He served as Michigan's state superintendent 
of schools from 2001-05 and mental health director 
from 1986-2001. He can be reached at tdwatklns® 
aoi.com. 

Y o u ' r e 1 A V i i n n e r ! 

Our regular club rates are $149 enrollment fee and 24 

monthly payments of $45 totaling $1,229. All we ask is that 

you enjoy the club and help out with a basic maintenance fee 

of just $6.53 per week and a one-time membership card fee 

of $20 (cash or payment plans...no hidden costs!) 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s O n Y o u r 

N e w Y e a r ' s R e s o l u t i o n ! 

Let Us Help You Get Started Now!!! 

We are pleased to announce that you have been selected 

to receive a special two-year promotional membership to 

Fit Zone for Women. Your membership includes: 

• N a u t i l u s f o r W o m e n • C a r d i o T h e a t e r 

• C i r c u i t T r a i n i n g 

• Y o g a C l a s s e s 

• P i l a t e s C l a s s e s 

• A e r o b i c C l a s s e s 

• Z u m b a C l a s s e s 

• P r e c o r C a r d i o 

E q u i p m e n t 

• P r i v a t e C h a n g i n g R o o m s 

• P e r s o n a l I n s t r u c t i o n 

• C e r t i f i e d I n s t r u c t o r s 

F i t Z o n e f o r W o m e n i s a r e a l h e a l t h c l u b , f o r r e a l w o m e n l o o k i n g f o r r e a l r e s u l t s . 

Remember.,.to take advantage of this special offer and to claim you membership, simply take this ad to the club or call this location within 24 
hours to reserve your membership! If for some reason you cannot use your membership, you may transfer it to a friend or relative. 

Special conditions may apply. 

1 6 1 1 2 M i d d l e b e l t R o a d • L i v o n i a , M l 4 8 1 5 4 

( B e t w e e n 5 & 6 M i l e R o a d s ) 

w w w . f i t z o n e f o r w o m e n . c o m OE08577286 

http://www.Nometowfllife.com
http://aoi.com
http://www.fitzoneforwomen.com
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, S t a r t o u t t h e 

N e w Y e a r H e a l t h y 

a n d s t o p h y J o e s 

a n d p i c k t r o m a w i d e 

s e l e c t i o n o t 

f r e s h fruits 

a n d v e g e t a b l e s . 

. b i n a r y T e a m 

" " W i o n memorable . 

M i c h i g a n ' s F i n e s t 

1 4 

Be sure to 
pre-order 

your Football 
Party Trays. 

Amy's 

O r g a n i c Soups 

21*4.00 
A M V a r i e t i e s 

SanBanielU 
MortedeWaClassica 

*4.99 lb-
San danklle 
Rosemary Ham 

$6.99 lb. 

J u m b o 

D e l m o n t e C a n t a J o u p e 

2 7 * 4 . 0 0 

O r g a n i c 

R o m a i n e H e a r t s 

2 7 * 5 . 0 0 

O r g a n i c 

B a n a n a s 

7 9 « 

B o a r s h e a d 

Beef Bologna $ 4 . 9 9 lb. 

^Deluxe H a m $ 6 . 9 9 lb. 

Golden Classic 

Ch icken Breast $ 5 . 9 9 lb. 

Baby Swiss Cheese $ 5 . 9 9 lb. 

l b . 

Dietz & Watson 
Gourmet Chicken 
Honey BBQ Chicken ? 5 .99 lb; 
Buffalo Chicken $ 5*99 lb 

L i p a r i 
Oven Roasted Turkey 

"moked Turkey " i t o H f l b 

P a r i n g a S p a r k l i n 
S h i r a z 2 0 0 4 
(South Australia) 

$ 1 1 . 9 9 
100% Shiraz - Delkious Alternah Sparkling, Complex and Stunning to Brink! 

O r g a n i c 

T o m a t o e s 

2 7 * 4 . 0 0 

O l d t y m e 

Roast Bee f $ 4 . 9 9 lb. 
O l d F a sh i oned 
H a r d Sa l am i $ 3 . 9 9 lb. ^ '3"l62 
G e n o a Sa l ami * 3 . 9 9 lb. 5 

D e a r b o r n _ _ . „ 

B l u e J e a n 
C a l i f o r n i a R e d W i n e 

(California) 

A softjuiey and fruity style red. A real palate pleaser. Great Value! 

Pot Pies 
*3.99ea. 

^ Great 

Anytime 

J o e ' s 

' M a n g o G i n g e r 

S h r i m p 

$ 8 . 9 9 i b 

M a c a r o o n s 

C o c o n u t , C h o c o l a t e 

D i p p e d o r P l a i n 

$ 2 . 9 9 

G o o d C h i a n t i a n d 

G o o d M e r l o t 

(Italy) 

$ 9 . 9 9 

Delicious everyday reds. Great Value! 

Perfect with Las or 
Par 

hicken 
vnasean 

J o e ' s 

P o t a t o E n c r u s t e d 

S a l m o n 

$ 1 4 . 9 9 . b 

Get Back into Shape! 
We igh t W a t c h e r s 

D e s s e r t s 
Carrot Cake, Lemon Cake, or 

Chocolate Cake 

J o e ' s 
Pasta 

4 . 1 9 ecu 

0 '<K 
J o e ' s A l l N a t u r a l ^ 

P i t a C h i p s 

2 / * 5 . 0 0 

All Varieties 

T u r t l e D o v e 

P e s t o s 

2 7 * 5 . 0 0 

6 Flavors 

J o e ' s 

T e r r i a k i G l a z e d 

P o r k L o i n 

$ 6 . 9 9 i b 

Choice of Lighter Desserts & Snacks 

A n g e l F o o d C a k i 

O r i g i n a l o r S u g a r F r e e 

$ 3 . 4 9 e a c h 

Great Dessert with Strawberries 

A n n i e C h u n ' s 

o o d l e B o w l ^ 

2 / * 5 . 0 0 

All Varieties 

Brushetta 
Pasta Salad 
$ 

Great for 
Cutting 

Calories! 

na's Brian 
Dressing, 

r$A00 
AllFlavors 

Month of January Specials! 
G r o u n d B e e f from C h u c k (Any Amount) $ 2 . 6 9 l b . 

O u r O w n F r e s h H o t o r S w e e t 

I t a l i a n S a u s a g e & F r e s h K i e l b a s a Only $ 3 . 1 9 l b . 

G r a d e A B o n e l e s s S k i n l e s s C h i c k e n B r e a s t Only * 1 . 9 8 l b . 

O r a n g e R o u g h y F i l l e t s $ 6 . 9 9 l b . 

2 4 8 - 4 7 8 - 8 6 8 0 • 3 3 0 6 6 W . S e v e n M i l e 
Byrds Hours: Mon-Sat 9 a m -1pm • Sun 9-5 


