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Dear Readers,

We hope you en;ev today 5 “holtday
version” of your Observer Newspaper. |
It offers a wider view of the area's
news, sports and featires, Look for
these special editions on Dec. 31.and
Jan 3. Your hometown Qbserver
refurns Sunday, Jan. 6:

| welcome your commants.

| Happy New Year,

Savan A, Kosre,

Executive Editor
srosisk@hometowntife.come

75 cents | WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE E :
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Store makes spec'al delivery of husband's final qft
BY ALEX LUNDBERG Jewelry, 6018 Canton Center, and they called to tell Mr. Beyer  picked up his cell phone. “We decided to do the right “I was speechless when I saw
STAFF WRITER Canton, gave a pendant to Lisa it was ready for pickup. It was “The person on the phone thing,” Denman said. “Weall - the man in the driveway,” she
Beyer of Livonia that her hus-  then they learned he had passed  said, ‘Oh no, you're the wife, felt really bad, they (the Beyers)  said. “It was so generous and
A Livonia woman whose hus-  band, Michael McCluskey, had  away. aren’t you? and I had to explain  had both been customers for kind.”
band passed away just hours ordered before his death. “We found out he had died what had happened,” she said.  years, so the store decided to Besides Chrlstmas the couple
after ordering her Christmas McCluskey died unexpectedly on the day he ordered the pen-  After the call, Denmansaidhe  pay for it.” would have celebrated their first £
gift received that final expres-  Dec. 13, 2007. He was 43 years  dant,” he said. “We called on the and the other store employees This was a surprise to Beyer,  anniversary Dec, 28. :
sion of his love courtesy ofthe  old. day of his funeral.” started talking about what to who had planned to go to the “He was & wonderful man,”
store that took the order. Rick Denman, manager of Lisa Beyer had been home do. After some debate, they store and purchase the pendant  Beyer said. “I have a develop-
The owners and staff of the jewelry store, said the pen-  {rom her husband’s funeral wrapped the piece and deliv- anyway, if only to have his final  mentally disabled son and he’d
Showroom of Elegance Fine dant was delivered to the store  for about two hours when she ered it. gift. , taken responsibility for him.”

Canton teen
killed in tragic
skiing accident

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRHTER

The day after 13-year-old Clare
Dougherty died, the atmosphere at
Shanty Creek Resorts was somber,

“This was a very tragic, freak
accident that just tears your heart
out,” said Jack Eslick, Shanty
Creek chief operating officer and
general manager. “It’s been a hard
day.”

Clare, a Canton Township girl,
wasg vacationing with {amily on
Christmas Day when she decided
to hit the slopes once more before
lea.vmg the Custer Township
resort in the northern Lower

BLL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER.

Michigan Speaker of the House Andy Dillon visits with constituents Frank
VWiecha and Jim Nagy during a coffee hour visit at Leo's Coney Istand in
Dearborn Heights.

House Speaker Dillon
keeping focusedon

Peninsula. She was killed when . - PHOTES BY B] Ll BRESLER | STAFF PHDTDGRAPHER . . ', \ -
she went off a slope and struck a The mother/daughter power" éhoppmq team of Canton residents Christine and Otivia Wofford found plenty of M I c h I a n S fu t u re :
retaining wall. deals at Westland MaH on Wednesday ‘
Her inexperience, coupled with _ ‘ e
j a lack of a helmet, contributed to BY MATT JACHMAN ANDY DILLON .

her death, according to Antrim STAFF WRITER

County SfaeﬁffTerry Johnson. ? Background: Redford
Plymouth-Canton Schools Andy Dillon is bullish on Township native, Catholic
spokesman Frank Ruggerello Michigan. ;

Central graduate, account-
confirmed Wednesday that Despite another year of bad | |, g and ?aw degrees from the
Dougherty was an eighth-grader economic news and a messy

at Pioneer Middle School. He Sto fesn Ot C rOWd e d state budget process that he | University of Notre Dame, high

spoke to Pioneer Principal Phil says overshadowed Lansing’s | School and college track star,

Freeman, who personally knew 1 - accomplishments, Dillon, former corporate attorney and
the girl and her family. W It h d ay a fte r the speaker of the Michigan financfal analyst,
“Mr. Freeman knew Clare and House of Representatives, Family: wife Carol; sons

her family very well. He's feeling
very bad for the family. He said
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Christmas Shoppers | seesabeterfuture Mathen,Jeckand At

Getting there, he adds, will

: . . daughter Teagan,
; she was a wonderful student, and require overcoming a nega- Hobhies: * used to qolf”
: a great kid,” he said. BY TIFFANY L. PARKS tive state image and restoring | 000 oy | USEA OG0T
Ruggerello said once the stu- STAFF WRITER faith in state government. Current books: "Profiles in
dents return from winter break “If we don't change that Courage," by John F. Kennedy,
‘» on Jan. 7, the district will have Wednesday was no Black Friday. - | perception of our state, it’s and "The Second Civil War:
| its support team available for “This is totally amazing,” said Rebecca going to be harder for us to How Extreme Partisanship Has
: students. “Mr. Freeman has Johnson of Stockings To Stuf. “I've been here turn it around,” Dillon said Paralyzed Washington" and
already contacted counselors at since '7 a.m. and haven't had a customer yet,” last week as he began a two- " ; -
P g : . . Polarized America," by Ronald
the school,” he said. “They will be As a covering of fog hovered over metro week holiday break. B tein. “I
available to help students grieve:” Detroit Wednesday morning, only a sprin- Dillon, 46, & nearly lifelong rownstein. "It parallefs very .
Eslick, who had met with Clare’s kle of vehicles occupied the parking lot at Redford Township resident, well what | just went through,
father, said the family had been Westland Shopping Center. The same was was catapulted to statewide Dilonsaid. . ..~ _
vacationing at the resort with a true for the Target, Burlington Coat Faciory prominence 13 months ago,
host of other family members. and TJ Maxx stores that sit opposite the when House Democrats _
“You could tell his heart was mall. In Canton, Wal-Mart had a sparse named him their leader after Dillon is blunt about what
X broken,” he said. “The good thing crowd for its 6 a.m. opening. he was elected to a second Michigan was up against.
; was that he had the support of al] Johnson, who sells Christmas stockings full term. “The state was facing insol-
| of his family right there.” and hats from a kiosk in Westland mal), said Low-key and unassuming, vency in February if we didn't
5 It's unclear whether Clare, who shopper turnout for the day after Christias he became one of three play-  deal with the solution in
was discovered by a group of was a stark contrast to the day after ers — the other two being September,” he said.
snowboarders, was alone on the Thanksgiving. Gov. Jennifer Granholm and But the crisis atmosphere,
slopes or with her brother. “On Black Friday, I got here at 6:20 a.m. to Mike Bishop, R-Rochester, Dillon said, allowed for
“I've heard different stories but open at 7 2.m. and spent 20 minutes in the the Senate majority leader reforms that wouldn't have
? no one saw the accident,” Eslick parking lot trying to find a space. Today, I — in the spotlight as efforts  gotten done otherwise.
: said. “She was out there having parked right in the front. It seems like either to patch a $1.8 billion hole “It’s a very challenging job,
fun and trying to do some more ; everyone got gift cards or exactly what they in the state’s budget dragged  and as bad asit was .. its a
skiing before her family left” Merchant Rebecca Johnson of Stockings To Stuf, a wanted,” she said, while leaning in front of a into the fall, finally resulting  good time to be there,” he
J Eslick said this was the first kiosk store in Westland Mall, thought that sales were in a mixture of new taxes and -~
: fatality at the resort. off for the day after Christmas. She lives in Westland. Please see SHOPPING, A4 spending reforms. Please see DILLON, A6
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For a limited time, when you open a new

B g

gualified checking account, you'll receive
a $50 American Express GiftCard* Stop

Pl Bmatjpiog

by the Huntington Northville banking

W14

office, tocated at 44190 Five Mile Road, 44145306

for all the details.

A bank invested in peopléi‘®

fAsianie Duguesnst  Kim Henko
Businsss Banker Bank Office Manager

*Offer veliduntlt March 31, 2008, a1 the Northwilis Genking office only, while Supplias last, Receive a gift for the first new qualifying mackmg sucount opened. Glft choines wil be products of stiar'cost, but
may not ba exact products advsmsed besed on availability and inventory, For this offar the minimum initial deposit is $50.00 at the time of account opening and must be naw mcnay o Humlﬁuton Alfingeritives
offered for deposit products are reportable on IRS form 1099 Mot valid in combination with any other offers. Bank reserves the right te limit one glft Incentive per parson.

. .Amedaan Express® is a ragisterad service merk of the American Express Company. American Expresse ia not a participating sponsor of this offer

Mernbir E0IC. @ and Huntington® and A bank Invasta in pacples are fedgrally registered servios marks of Huntingtan Bancahares incargorated. © 2007 Huntington Bancshares lngarporated.

Family Plans
Add up to 4 lines to your
account for $9.99 per month.

Unlimited mobiie to mobile
Unlimited nights & weekends

Never pay roaming or long distance
in the U.S.A,

Features available:
» Text Messaging

Get up to
* Mulitmedia

-IntexpetAg:cess 5 F BEE
et PHONES!

ww - y * Quad-band world phone
* Video Share :

+ Speakerphone & voice recorder
» Camera & video phone
* Bluethooth capable

Plans Starting

°60.00

» Voice command
and much more

E.vailable only at

31335 FORD RB' L
(Camer of FORD & MERRIMAN)

734) 421-800

€}peﬁ Mml,_}'ri Yaaers- !s‘pm. met Hain- ipm, ut

" DROPYOUR
GABLE COMPANY!

" upto $100 CASH BACK
Plus...FREE DVR!

When you sign up with AT&T U-verse

AT&T U-verse is T.U.
Reinvented!

AT&T U-verse combines home
television with YAHOO high speed
internet bringing you the best
quality with crystat clear channels.

DVR can record up 10 4 shows at once!” =

FREE Professional Installation

Get up to

5 FREE!

Samsung A437

Available in Black, Red and Gold

» Speakerphone

* VGA camera phone

» Sleek ultra thin design

* Bluethooth wireless capable
* Hluminated backlit keypad
* Quad-band world phone

+ Phane book stores up to 1600 entrles

ids bored already?
ere are some

winter break ideas

BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

Children domn’t have to Wii
away the days of winter break
with video game controllers
in hand. They can stay active,
get crafty or even head to the
library without hitting the
books.

Here are a few area options:

Dance, riff, more

A Dance, Dance dance-
off and Guitar Hero riff-off
are planned at the Canton
Public Library. Girls can also
make their own lipgloss at the
library’s spa day on Jan. 5. “Oh
my gosh, (these programs) are
so popular. We plan for that
week,” said ehildren’s librar-
tan Anne Cnockaert, “We don’t
heve have story time so we can
focus on other programs.”

People who have out-of-town
guests can bring them along for
most programs, she said. Call
ahead (7349 397-0999 or go
online at www.cantonpl.org to
find out more or register.

Y hosts day camp fun

The Livonia Family YMCA
offers day camps for members
and non-members, ages 3 to 12.

Parents can sign children
up for one or more days, said
Brian Redding, youth sports
director at the Livonia Family
YMCA.

' Campers from the Livonia,
Farmington and Plymouth
branches will meet for activi-
ties like sledding, ice skating
and bowling and then return
to their own facilities for more
fun, such as swimming or
crafts.

Carps run from 9 a.m. to
4 p.n., with before and after
care from as early as 7 a.m. to
6 p.m. Member rates are $35
per-day; non-member rates are
$50.

“The YMCA also plans futsal
(indoor soccer) and volleyball
tournaments the week of Jan. 1.

Try serving others
High school students ean

earn community service credits

working with the Plymouth
YMCA to package food for
Focus:HOPE, prep food with
Food Gatherers and build rain
barrels for Growing Hope.

Projects are scheduled from
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Jan. 2-4.

Only 13 volunteers will be
accepted per day. Contact
Plymouth YMCA Community
Director Jenny Roszel at (734)
453-2904 or e-mail at jroszel @
ymcametrodetroit.org to reg-
ister.

Kicking and skating

Rockers Soccer will be ;
conducting soccer clinics in
Westland at the Bailey Center
on Saturday, Dec. 29, and
Friday, Jan. 4. The price is $15.
per student for one day, or $25
for both.

Mike Modano Ice Arena
in Westland, Artic Edge in

Canton, Redford Ice Arena and

Eddie Edgar Arena in Livonia
also offer open skating during
the week. Call those locations
for specific times.
Stitch your fime
For kids who want to
learn a new skill, Jo-Ann
Stores offer winter breaks kids’
classes, $10 each for a two- .
hour session, plus the cost of
materials, '
Quilting, crocheting,
knitting, making a flowered

. picture frame and beginning

sewing classes are offered
chainwide,

“This is the first time
we've done this,” said Sandee
Boegehold, education coordi-
nator at the Westland store.
Classes will be canceled for
lack of registration, so sign
up early. Parents don't have to
stay with their children during
c}a.ss, but they do have to stay
in the store.

For specific times, call or
visit a store. The Westland
store’s number is (734) 467-
8550,

rrjones@hometownlife.com
{734) 953-2054

14900 BECK ROAD
PLYMOUTH TWR, Mt 48170
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Livonia native's roles grow, from
TV ads to 'Charlie Wilson's War'

BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

Livonia native Michael
Spellman plays CIA Agent
Patrick in Charlie Wilson’s
War, which opened Friday.

“I give out information to
move the story along,” said
Spellman, who shot scenes
opposite Philip Seymour
Hoffman and Tom Hanks.

Spellman’s first major
motion picture was directed
by Mike Nichols.

“Here’s this kid from
Livonia, Mich., in that com-
pany. [ was speechless,”
Spellman said in an inter-
view at his parents’ house. “I
couldn’t ask for a better expe-
rience and a better group of
people to learn from.”

Spellman, a 1997 gradu-
ate of Churchill High School,
joined the Creative and
Performing Arts program
as a junior there and went
on to study at the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts in
L.A.

He returned home in time
to see Charlie Wilson's War
with his family.

Though disappointed that
he didn’t get to go to his first
premiere (the invitation came
after the fact), he said, “How
appropriate would it be for
me to see my first film (back
home).”

The good thing about being
at home is nobody really cares
how many of his scenes got
cut, he said.

To them, it’s just important
that he’s in it.

He also played a doctor, Jim
Babinski, for three episodes
in the 2005 season of “ER.”

Michael Spellman’s resume includes
stage, TV and now, a major film,
"Charlie Wilson's War."

He recalls that, perhaps
as 4 joke, stars Mekhi Phifer
(Dr. Gregory Pratt) and Shane
West (Dr. Ray Barnett) took
him out for drinks the eve-
ning before his first trauma
on the show. He found it hard
to deliver the lines of medical
terminology the next morn-
ing.

Spellman, 29, moved to Los
Angeles nine years ago and
has appeared in a number
of national TV commercials.
He just shot a Budweiser ad
that will air during the Super
Bowl.

In commercials, he's the
“every man ... who ends up
getting the girl in the end,”
Spellman said.

In a long-running spot for
Edge shave gel, he played
Frank, who won over his
roommate’s hot Italian girl-
friend after shaving. (“Ciao,

Francesco,” she purrs, nuz-
zling him).

Commercials can be quite
lucrative, he's found. But the
paychecks are unpredictable.

Sometimes at auditions you
hear “thank you” and that’s it.

He’s read for Clint
Eastwood four times.

“I'm on his radar,” Speliman
said.

Persistence is the main key
in the business, he said. “You
have to be willing to weather
the storm and be smart with
your money.”

Spellman also has been
working as a producer’s assis-
tant for a "50s pop musical
“The Marvelous Wonderettes”
in L.A.

A Detroit Tigers fan,
Spellman misses things
about Michigan — Faygo,
Bettermaid potato chips,
and especially Senate Coney
Island chili dogs, with chili
and cheese only, and lemon
rice soup.

Spellman said he’s friends
with most of the CAPA alum-
ni out there.

Whenever any of them from
the L.A. area comes home,
they’re required to bring
back either a Crave Case
from White Castle or a frozen
Buddy’s Pizza, he said.

In an interview with direc-
tor Nichols, before being
offered the role in Charlie
Wilson’s War, Nichols asked
Spellman to sum up how his
career is going.

“It’s coming along,” he said.
“It seems like I'm making
progress.”

'rrjcnes@hometown!ife.com
(734) 953-2054

¢ Not-for-Profit
¢ Licensed
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www.woodhaven-retirement.com ¢ gloriag@woodhavenrc.org

* Christian 29667 Wentworth » Livonia, Michigan 734"261 ‘9000

WODHAVEN

RETIREMENT COMMURNITY

SOLUTION: LIVONIA’S ONLY RETIREMENT %
COMMUNITY WITH EVERY LEVEL OF CARE
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Actors Russell Edge, Livonia native Michael Spefiman and Academy Award winner Philip Seymour Hoffman worked .
together in "Charlie Wilson's War." .
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Ring In The New Year With Friends, Food & Fun!
Join us for our Gala -

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY!

Reservations renuired call for defails

Ask about our BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES

BUMPER LEAGUE 9PIN-NOTAP B

Starts Jan 11th!
Ages 4-8 Mon 11 am-6pm  poyples & Singles
Saturdays $1.50 game Prize §
12:30 PM Sun 9 am - Noon Mysiery Game
Starts $1.35 game Lucky Strike
Jan 19thi Fridays 10:30

Short Season starts in January!

ECONOMY & CLEARANCE STORE
29598 Seven Mile
(Located in Livonia Mall)

Two Blocks from
Main Store
s M

ok

INVENTORY
LIQUIDATION SALE

Discounts on all in stock
Merchandise

Michigan’s Largest
Selection of Dinettes

Your choice of 100's of styles, colors & fabrics
All Kinds of Tables and Chairs Can Be Sold Separately

19711 Middiebeit » Livonia
1 Blogk N. of Livonia Mall

248-442-7490

BALIIGROAQ

No Move-In Fee, Application Fee or Security Deposit Required

ends Jahuary 5.
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Jlus an additional

ARIZONA Chandler 480-792-600C Scottsdale 480-281-9000 CALIFORNIA Burbank 818-260-8000 Chino Hills 908-872-8000 Irvine 948-340-6000
COLORADO Broomfleld 720-566-1000 Lone Tree 303-708-2500 ILLINOIS Lombard 630-873-8000 Schaumburg 847-874-8000 )
MARYLAND Gaithersburg 240-599-1300 MICHIGAN Novi 248-679-1000 NEVADA Las Vegas 702-949-6600 NEW JERSEY Woodbridge 732-956-2300 s
OHIO Columbus 614-880-8800 TEXAS Farmers Branch 214-764-1000 Houston 832-476-8000

IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST PROMOTIONAL OFFER DETAILS (when offered): EINANCE CHARGES accrue on a promotional purchase from the date of the purchase and all accrued FINANCE CHARGES for the entire
prometional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the pramotional period or if you default under your card agreement, Making the minimum monthly d?ayment will not pay off
your promotional purchase in time to avold FINANCE CHARGES. With credit approval, for qualifying Cf)urchases when you use The Great Indocrs MasterCard® or a Sears card {Commercial One® excluded). Sears Home Improvement
Account™ valid on Instafled sales only. Offer is enly vaiid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject to change without notice. Ma}/ not be combined with any other credit gromotional offers, Promotional offers greater
than 14 months reqsuire minimum monthl‘y payments as disclosed in the offer, Sears card APRs up to 25.4314. but if your account has 2 variable APR, the APR is up to 31.49% as of 12/3/07 and may vary. Minfmum monthly E?NANC_E_
CHARGE up to $1. See card agreament for details including when the defauit rate applies. Sears cards arc issued by Citibank (South Dakota), NA. P - . . I

i All mail-in rebates exclude sales tax. Offers end 1/5/08 uniess otherwise stated. © 2007 $ears Holdings Corporation
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SHOPPING

FROM PAGE A1

sign that advertised all of her
items as 50 percent off.

A's small groups of shop-
pers paced the mall, Ron
Brandenburg of Westland said
it was obvious that apparel,
video games or toys weren't
flying off the shelves in spite of
discounts and slashed prices.

“We went to Target ai 7 a.m.
and we walked in and checked
right out,” he said. “We spent
so nitich money there we
almost went broke, but there
weren't a lot of people at all”

With the mall as his sec-
ond destination of the morn-

Irene Moran and ‘waiting outside the Plymouth

ber of shoppers. .

“I used to work retail in Livonia, made their way to
this mall and back in the* Cornwell Pool & Patio early
early "70s you could barely Wednesday and said they
move through here the day were shocked there wasn’t a
after Christmas,” he said. long line of eager shoppers
Sherri Havlik, both of store.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRA

ing, Brandenburg said he was  Ron Brandenburg of Westtand thought the crowds were lighter than usual for
shocked by the modest num-  the day after Christmas.

“I'm not sure if the weather
kept people away, but it was
not like it usually is,” Moran
said. “Normally, we have to

Jerry Visel of Cornwell,
which sells Christmas

decorations, said he had not
anticipated a large shopping
crowd.

“We've been around more
than 25 years and this is
the first season we saw a
decrease in our Christmas
sales, so we didn't think we
would gain (Wednesday),” he
said. “We had customers in
here all day, but we are doing
about half of what we tradi-
tionally do.”

Scott Krugman, a spokes-
person for the National
Retail Federation in
Washington D.C., said after-
Christmas sales make up a
significant chunk of retail
profits for the season.

“The whole week after
is crucial,” he said, while

- offering a possible reason

for half-empty parking lots
Wednesday morning, “A lot
of people still had to go to
work, so I would look for

- the crowds on Saturday and

Sunday.”

tiparks@hometowniife.com
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STOREWIDE CLEARANCE

MARKDOWNS JUST TAKEN IN EVERY DEPARTMENT
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750 stores natiohwide. Call 1-800-Marshalls for a store near you or visit us at www.MarshallsOnline.corn. Styles vary by store, ©2007 Marshalis.

Man faces nsonm
theft of trust fi

A Henderson, Nev., man
will find out on Jan. 24 how
much time he will spend
in prison after being found
guilty of his role in the
embezzlement of cemetery
trust funds from 28 Michigan
cemeteries, including sites
in Westland, Livonia and
Plymouth.

Wayne County Circuit
Judge Brian R. Sullivan
found Carter Green, 67,
guilty of aiding co-defendant
Clayton Smart in embezzling
some $61 million in cemetery
trust monies from the cem-
eteries owned by Smart’s Las
Vegas-based company Indian
Nation.

Green was found guilty of
one count of racketeering,

a 20-year felony, and three
counts of uttering and pub-
lishing, a 14-year felony.

“The defendants in this
case were quite literally rob-
bing from the dead,” said
Michigan Attorney General
Mike Cox in announcing the
conviction.

The charges against Green
stem series of written state-
ments he made to state audi-
tors that either he or his
companies were holding up to
$25 million in trust money on
behalf of Smart or businesses
associated with him, state-
ments the attorney general’s
investigation determined
were false.

Smart is accused of pll-

- Inc. in the form of unsecured

: ing $25 million in high-risk

fermg the cemetery hruet
funds to irivest $31 mﬂhon

in Oklahoma-based Quest.
Minerals and Exploration

promissory notes and a loan
backed by highly specula-

tive Quest oil and gas leases.
He also is accused of invest-

mutnal funds.

Smart is awaiting trial in
Tennessee where he is charge
with theft of property, con-
spiracy to commit theft, and
money laundering involving
the Forest Hill Cemeteries
and Funeral Homes. Once
that case is concluded, he will
be brought to Michigan to

face 39 counts of racketeer- >

ing, embezzlement and lar-
Ceny.

“We look forward to pros-
ecuting the remaining defen-
dant in this case,” Cox said.

The cemeteries, which

- include Cadillac Memorial .-

Gardens in Westland, Mt.

_ Hope Memorial Gardensin .

Livonia and United Memorial
Gardens in Plymouth, have
been under the control of
state conservator since last
December. Their sale for $32
miltion to David Shipper

of Ewing, N.J., is pending.
Shipper is a third-generation
cemetery owner who operates
12 cemeteries in Indiana and
two in New York.

Sue Mason.
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Any Purchase of

*20.00 or move
With this coupon

TIME IS
RUNNING OUT!

Extended store hours Mon. =
Sundays, 12neento 5pm

*We are required to exclude certain watch brands and desi;ners &omgus event.
At the conclusion of this spectacular event; Douglas and thot
will pass the operation of Schubot Jewellers to t!'qglr i Br;&;f, CER
who will continue to build on the 90-year tradition at Jules R. Schubot,
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Dlllou and professional resume. He's one of the smartest guys Dillon, who faces a recall
He is from a prominent I've ever met, but he's very effort over his support of
FROM PAGE Al Redford family — his father, humble,” Handy said. “He’s increased taxes, said he plans
John, was a justice of the more comfortable in blue jeans  to seek a third full House term
said. peace and later a district conrt  and a sweater than a nice suit.”  next year. As far as running
“He works harder at this judge — and graduated from Politics is in Dillon's blood,  for another office, he said, he'll
than he’s ever worked,” said his ~ Catholic Central High School,  his brother said. think about that in 2008,
older brother, John Dillon of where two of his track records “It's something he was He expects significant

Livonia. still stand, always interested in from the  legislation to come from the
He has an accounting time he was a little kid,” John ~ House next year, including
BEYOND FRUSTRATION degree from the University of  Dillonsaid. “We just grewup  energy reforms designed to

Notre Dame, where he was a
track and cross country run-
ner. He captained both teams
during his senior year, and was
Notre Dame’s athlete of the
year in 1984.

Dillon’s law degree is also
from Notre Dame.

He’s worked as a financial

Andy Dillon admits to frus-
tration with the political parti-
sanship he says was displayed
during the budget talks.

“I thought when you had a
crisis of that magnitude you
would see people put that
aside,” he said,

His brother put Dillon’s feel-

with politics.”

They also grew up with
parents who set an example of
service, said a sister, Marybeth
Dillon Butler.

“My parents’ entire lives
have always been about serv-
ing others, but they do it under
the radar, not for recognition,”

spur power plant construc-

_tion, measures to deal with

the waste from factory farms,
and protections against preda-
tory lending. He also expects
the House to address a pro-
jected $24 billion bill for the
future health-care costs of
retired state and public school

ings in stronger terms: “He analyst, an assistant te for- Butler said. employees.
was really disillusioned with mer Sen. Bill Bradley, D-New Dillon said he’s been
the whole process.” Jersey, and as a litigation DEMANDING TIME impressed with how the
Dillon came to state govern-  attorney and corporate lawyer. The commitment required Legislature can affect people’s
ment with a hefty personal But Dillon doesn't wear by the speaker’s job has been lives for the better.
his suceess on his sleeve, said ~ tough on Dillon’s family, his “You can actually have a
i Redford Township Supervisor  sister said. “We just feel like significant impact up there

R. Miles Handy 11, a longtime
friend and political ally. It
was Handy, Dillon said, who
convineed him to run for the
House in 2004.
“Intellectually, he excels.
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North Americas Largest
Selection Of
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Make wish listsor shap |

. The Doll Hospitai & Toy Soidier Shop '."W 12 Mile Berkley
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: Family fnendly meals ready when you need them!
We do the shopping, chopping, and cleaning for you. You get
o bring the family back to YOUR table againl

Enirees are $19.50 each
- qund feed 4«

(33.25 per misal, per person)

*» Make your own meals.

= Bring your friends,

= We can prepare meals for you!

+ Frozen meals ready to take!

yourorder when
you prasentthis

his life belongs to the state of
Michigan,” Butler said.

Dillon said his four children
were patient about him spend-
ing time away from home dur-
ing the budget crisis. “They
understood how serious the
problem was;” he said.

It’s been tough to find time

quickly,” he said.

Michigan, Dillon said, has a
windew of five to seven years
in which the economy must
diversify and the state must
invest in education, infra-
structure, the environment
and other quality-of-life areas
in order to attract new busi-

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Andy Dillon speaks with constituent James Gullett, of Dearborn Heights.

heading in “a very negative that’s kind of the one thing:

Thomton & Grooms to spend in his district, too, he  nesses and keep a skilled work  direction.” that keeps me going,” he said.
' said, “People want to see you force. Dillon is staying upbeat.
PLMBING - HEATING - AR CCHDITIONING - BOILERS around,” he said. Falling short, he said, means “The future’s bright, and mjachman@hometownlife.com
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