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Dear Readers,
We hope you enjoy today's "holiday
version" of your Observer Newspaper.
It offers a wider vieW of the area's
news, sports and features. Look for
these special editions on Dec. 31 and
Jan 3. Your hometown Observer
returns Sunday, Jan. 6.
I welcome your comments.
Happy New Year,

Executive Editor
srosiek@hometownlife.come
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Store makes special delivery of husband's final gift
BY ALEX LUNDBERG

STAFF WRITER

A Livonia woman whose hus-
band passed away just hours
after ordering her Christmas
gift received that final expres-
sion of his love courtesy of the
store that took the order.

The owners and staff of
Showroom of Elegance Fine

Jewelry, 6018 Canton Center,
Canton, gave a pendant to Lisa
Beyer of Livonia that her hus-
band, Michael McCluskey, had
ordered before his death.

McCluskey died unexpectedly
Dec. 13,2007- He was 43 years
old.

Rick Denrnan, manager of
the jewelry store, said the pen-
dant was delivered to the store

and they called to tell Mr. Beyer
it was ready for pickup. It was
then they learned he had passed
away.

"We found out he had died
on the day he ordered the pen-
dant" he said. "We called on the
day of his funeral."

Lisa Beyer had been home
from her husband's funeral
for about two hours when she

picked up his cell phone.
"The person on the phone

said, 'Oh no, you're the wife,
aren't you?' and I had to explain
what had happened," she said.
After the call, Denman said he
and the other store employees
started talking about what to
do. After some debate, they
wrapped the piece and deliv-
ered it.

"We decided to do the right
thing," Denman said. "We all
felt really bad, they (the Beyers)
had both been customers for
years, so the store decided to
pay for it."

This was a surprise to Beyer,
who had planned to go to the
store and purchase the pendant
anyway, if only to have his final
gift.

"I was speechless when I saw
the man in the driveway," she
said. "It was so generous and
kind."

Besides Christmas, the couple
would have celebrated their first
anniversary Dec. 28.

"He was a wonderful man,"
Beyer said. "I have a develop-
mentally disabled son and he'd
taken responsibility for him."

Canton teen
killed in tragic
skiing accident

BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

The day after 13-year-old Clare
Dougherty died, the atmosphere at
Shanty Creek Resorts was somber.

"This was a very tragic, freak
accident that just tears your heart
out," said Jack Eslick, Shanty
Creek chief operating officer and
general manager. "It's been a hard
day."

Clare, a Canton Township girl,
was vacationing with family on
Christmas Day when she decided
to hit the slopes once more before
leaving the Custer Township
resort in the northern Lower
Peninsula. She was killed when
she went off a slope and struck a
retaining wall.

Her inexperience, coupled with
a lack of a helmet, contributed to
her death, according to Antrim
County Sheriff Terry Johnson.

Plymouth-Canton Schools
spokesman Frank Ruggerello
confirmed Wednesday that
Dougherty was an eighth-grader
at Pioneer Middle School. He
spoke to Pioneer Principal Phil
Freeman, who personally knew
the girl and her family.

"Mr. Freeman knew Clare and
her family very well. He's feeling
very bad for the family. He said
she was a wonderful student, and
a great kid," he said.

Ruggerello said once the stu-
dents return from winter break
on Jan. % the district will have
its support team available for
students. "Mr. Freeman has
already contacted counselors at
the school," he said. "They will be
available to help students grieve;"

Eslick, who had met with Clare's
father, said the family had been
vacationing at the resort with a
host of other family members.

"You could tell his heart was
broken," he said. "The good thing
was that he had the support of all
of his family right there."

It's unclear whether Clare, who
was discovered by a group of
snowboarders, was alone on the
slopes or with her brother.

"I've heard different stories but
no one saw the accident," Eslick
said. "She was out there having
fun and trying to do some more
skiing before her family left."

Eslick said this was the first
fatality at the resort.
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The mother/daughter power shopping team of Canton residents Christine and Olivia Wofford found plenty of
deals at Wostland Mall on Wednesday.

Merchant Rebecca Johnson of Stockings To Stuf, a
kiosk store in Westland Mall, thought that sales were
off for the day after Christmas. She lives in Westland.

hang over?
Stores not crowded

with day-after
Christmas shoppers

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Wednesday was no Black Friday.
"This is totally amazing," said Rebecca

Johnson of Stockings To Stuf. "I've been here
since 7 a.m. and haven't had a customer yet."

As a covering of fog hovered over metro
Detroit Wednesday morning, only a sprin-
kle of vehicles occupied the parking lot at
Westland Shopping Center. The same was
true for the Target, Burlington Coat Factory
and TJ Maxx stores that sit opposite the
mall. In Canton, Wal-Mart had a sparse
crowd for its 6 a.m. opening.

Johnson, who sells Christmas stockings
and hats from a kiosk in Westland mall, said
shopper turnout for the day after Christmas
was a stark contrast to the day after
Thanksgiving.

"On Black Friday, I got here at 6:20 a.m. to
open at 7 a.m. and spent 20 minutes in the
parking lot trying to find a space. Today, I
parked right in the front. It seems like either
everyone got gift cards or exactly what they
wanted," she said, while leaning in front of a

Please see SHOPPING, A4

BILL BRESLER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Michigan Speaker of the House Andy Dillon visits with constituents Frank
Wiecha and Jim Nagy during a coffee hour visit at Leo's Coney Island in
Dearborn Heights.

House Speaker Dillon

Michigan's future
BYMATTJACHMAN

STAFF WRITER

Andy Dillon is bullish on
Michigan.

Despite another year of bad
economic news and a messy
state budget process that he
says overshadowed Lansing's
accomplishments, Dillon,
the speaker of the Michigan
House of Representatives,
sees a better future.

Getting there, he adds, will
require overcoming a nega-
tive state image and restoring
faith in state government.

"If we don't change that
perception of our state, it's
going to be harder for us to
turn it around," Dillon said
last week as he began a two-
week holiday break.

Dillon, 46, a nearly lifelong
Redford Township resident,
was catapulted to statewide
prominence 13 months ago,
when House Democrats
named him their leader after
he was elected to a second
full term.

Low-key and unassuming,
he became one of three play-
ers — the other two being
Gov. Jennifer Granholm and
Mike Bishop, R-Rochester,
the Senate majority leader
— in the spotlight as efforts
to patch a $1.8 billion hole
in the state's budget dragged
into the fall, finally resulting
in a mixture of new taxes and
spending reforms.

ANDY DILLON
Background: Redford
Township native, Catholic
Central graduate, account-
ing and law degrees from the
University of Notre Dame, high
school and college track star,
former corporate attorney and
financial analyst.
Family: wife Carol; sons
Matthew, Jack and Austin;
daughter Teagan.
Hobbies: "I used to golf."
Current books: "Profiles in
Courage," by John F. Kennedy/
and "The Second Civil War:
How Extreme Partisanship Has
Paralyzed Washington" and
"Polarized America," by Ronald
Brownstein. "It parallels very
well what I just went through,"
Diilon said. . _ .

Dillon is blunt about what
Michigan was up against.

"The state was facing insol-
vency in February if we didn't
deal with the solution in
September," he said.

But the crisis atmosphere,
Dillon said, allowed for
reforms that wouldn't have
gotten done otherwise.

"It's a very challenging job,
and as bad as it was... it's a
good time to fee there," he

Please see DILLON, A6
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Kids bored already?
Here are some
winter break ideas

*» - ^

For a limited time, when you open a new

qualified checking account, you'll receive

a $50 American Express GiftCard.* Stop

by the Huntington Northviile banking

office, located at 44190 Five Mile Road,

for all the details. :. • •

734-414-5306

44190
Five Mils Rri

RVB Mile Rd

M-14

A bank invested in people®
Business Banker Sank Office Manager

'Offer valid until March 31, 2008. a l lhs NorthvHIe tanking office only, whils supplies ta5t. Receive a gift for the first new qualifying ctaking sccounl opened. Gift choices will be products of trmlarco t but
may not be exact products advertised Based on availability and inventory. For this offer -the minimum initial deposit is $50.00 at the tims of account opening and must be new money to Huntington All inoentwes
offered for deposit products are repnrtable on IBS form 1093. Not valid in combination with any other offers. Bank reserves the right to limit one gift Incentive per person.

American Express' is a registered service mark of the American Express Company. American Express8 is not a participating sponsor of this offer

Member FDIC $ • and Hurrtinnton* and A bank Invested in people" are federally registered service marts of Huntlngion Benoshares incorporate 2007 Humington Bancshares Incorporated.

BY REBECCA JONES

STAFF WRITER •

Children don't have to Wii
away the days of winter break
with video game controllers
in hand. They can stay active,
get crafty or even head to the
library without hitting the
books.

Here are a few area options:

Dance, riff, more
A Dance, Dance dance-

off and Guitar Hero riff-off
are planned at the Canton
Public Library. Girls can also
make their own lipgloss at the
library's spa day on Jan. 5. "Oh
my gosh, (these programs) are
so popular. We plan for that
week," said children's librar-
ian Anne Cnockaert. "We don't
heve have story time so we can
focus on other programs."

People who have out-of-town
guests can bring them along for
most programs, she said. Call
ahead (734) 397-0999 or go
online at www.cantonpl.org to
find out more or register.

earn community service credits
working with the Plymouth
YMCA to package food for
Focus:HOPE, prep food with
Food Gatherers and build rain
barrels for Growing Hope.

Projects are scheduled from
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Jan. 2-4.

Only 13 volunteers will be
accepted per day. Contact
Plymouth YMCA Community
Director Jenny Roszel at (734)
453-2904 or e-mail at jroszel®
ymcametrodetroit.org to reg-
ister.

Kicking and skating
Rockers Soccer will be ',

conducting soccer clinics in
Westland at the Bailey Center
on Saturday, Dec. 29, and
Friday, Jan. 4. The price is $15
per student for one day, or $25
for both.

Mike Modano Ice Arena
in Westland, Artie Edge in
Canton, Redford Ice Arena and
Eddie Edgar Arena in Livonia
also offer open skating during,
the week. Call those locations
for specific times.

Y hosts day camp fun Stitch your time
The Livonia Family YMCA

offers day camps for members
and non-members, ages 3 to 12.

Parents can sign children
up for one or more days, said
Brian Redding, youth sports
director at the Livonia Family
YMCA.

Campers from the Livonia,
Farmington and Plymouth
branches will meet for activi-
ties like sledding, ice skating
and bowling and then return
to their own facilities for more
fun, such as swimming or
crafts.

Camps run from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., with before and after
care from as early as 7 a.m. to
6 p.m. Member rates are $35
per day; non-member rates are
$50.

The YMCA also plans futsal
(indoor soccer) and volleyball
tournaments the week of Jan. 1.

Try serving others
High school students can

For kids who want to
learn a new skill, Jo-Ann
Stores offer winter breaks kids'
classes,$10eachforatwo- ,
hour session, plus the cost of
materials.

Quilting, crocheting,
knitting, making a flowered
picture frame and beginning
sewing classes are offered
chainwide.

"This is the first time
we've done this," said Sandee
Boegehold, education coordi-
nator at the Westland store.
Classes will be canceled for
lack of registration, so sign
up early. Parents don't have to
stay with their children during
class, but they do have to stay
in the store.

For specific times, call or
visit a store. The Westland
store's number is (734) 467-
8 5 5 0 .

rrjones@hometownlife.com .
(734) 953-2054 ' •

Family Plans
Add up to 4 lines to your
account for $9.99 per month.

Unlimited mobile to mobile
Unlimited nights & weekends
Never pay roaming or long distance
in the U.S.A.

Features available:
• Text Messaging
• Mulitmedia
•Internet Access
•Email '?
• Musifc
• Video Share

Plans Starting

WeirManudl.com introduces

BveChat

Get up to
5 FREE
PHONES!

FREE
RAZR!

• Quad-band world phone
• Speakerphone & voice recorder
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• Voice command

and much more
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5 FREE!
Samsung A437
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• VGA camera phone
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DROP YOUR
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up to $100 CASH BACK

P/US...FREE DVR!
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television with Y\H00 high speed
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DVR can record up to 4 shows at once!

FREE Professional Installation

TICKETS Call 734-453-8400
www.plymouthwhalers.com

14900 BECK ROAD
PLYMOUTH TWR, Ml 48170
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Livonia native's roles grow, from
TV ads to 'Charlie Wilson's War'

BY REBECCA JONES

STAFF WRITER

Livonia native Michael
Spellman plays CIA Agent
Patrick in Charlie Wilson's
War, which opened Friday.

"I give out information to
move the story along," said
Spellman, who shot scenes
opposite Philip Seymour
Hoffman and Tom Hanks.

Spellman's first major
motion picture was directed
by Mike Nichols.

"Here's this kid from
Livonia, Mich., in that com-
pany. I was speechless,"
Spellman said in an inter-
view at his parents' house. "I
couldn't ask for a better expe-
rience and a better group of
people to learn from."

Spellman, a 1997 gradu-
ate of Churchill High School,
joined the Creative and
Performing Arts program
as a junior there and went
on to study at the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts in
L.A.

He returned home in time
to see Charlie Wilson's War
with his family.

Though disappointed that
he didn't get to go to his first
premiere (the invitation came
after the fact), he said, "How
appropriate would it be for
me to see my first film (back
home)."

The good thing about being
at home is nobody really cares
how many of his scenes got
cut, he said.

To them, it's just important
that he's in it.

He also played a doctor, Jim
Babinski, for three episodes
in the 2005 season of "ER."

Michael Spellman's resume includes
stage, TV and now, a major film,
"Charlie Wilson's War."

He recalls that, perhaps
as a joke, stars Mekhi Phifer
(Dr. Gregory Pratt) and Shane
West (Dr. Ray Barnett) took
him out for drinks the eve-
ning before his first trauma
on the show. He found it hard
to deliver the lines of medical
terminology the next morn-
ing.

Spellman, 29, moved to Los
Angeles nine years ago and
has appeared in a number
of national TV commercials.
He just shot a Budweiser ad
that will air during the Super
Bowl.

In commercials, he's the
"every man ... who ends up
getting the girl in the end,"
Spellman said.

In a long-running spot for
Edge shave gel, he played
Frank, who won over his
roommate's hot Italian girl-
friend after shaving. ("Ciao,

Francesco," she purrs, nuz-
zling him).

Commercials can be quite
lucrative, he's found. But the
paychecks are unpredictable.

Sometimes at auditions you
hear "thank you" and that's it.

He's read for Clint
Eastwood four times.

"I'm on his radar," Spellman
said.

Persistence is the main key
in the business, he said. "You
have to be willing to weather
the storm and be smart with
your money."

Spellman also has been
working as a producer's assis-
tant for a '5Os pop musical
"The Marvelous Wonderettes"
in L.A.

A Detroit Tigers fan,
Spellman misses things
about Michigan — Faygo,
Bettermaid potato chips,
and especially Senate Coney
Island chili dogs, with chili
and cheese only, and lemon
rice soup.

Spellman said he's friends
with most of the CAPA alum-
ni out there.

Whenever any of them from
the L.A. area comes home,
they're required to bring
back either a Crave Case
from White Castle or a frozen
Buddy's Pizza, he said.

In an interview with direc-
tor Nichols, before being
offered the role in Charlie
Wilson's War, Nichols asked
Spellman to sum up how his
career is going.

"It's coming along," he said.
"It seems like I'm making
progress."

rrjones@hometownlife.com

(734)953-2054
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together in "Charlie Wilson's War."
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Ask about our BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES

BUMPER LEAGUE I OPEN BOWLING SPECIALS I 9 PIN - NO TAP
Ages 4-8
Saturdays
12:30PM

Jan 19th!

Mon i iam-6pm
$1.50 game

Sun 9 am - Noon
$1.35 game

Starts Jan 11th!

Doubles & Singles
Prize $

Mystery Game
Lucky Strike

Fridays 10:30 pm

Short Season starts in January!

i f *

* F

W0 STORES!
ECONOMY CLEARANCE STORE

29598 Seven Mile
(Located in Livonia Mall)
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SALE PRICES EVERYDAY!

Discounts on all in stock
Merchandise

Michigan's Largest
Selection of Dinettes

Your choice of 100's of styles, colors & fabrics
All Kinds of Tables and Chairs Can Be Sold Separately

19711 Middlebelt* Livonia
1 Block N. of Livonia Mall
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50% OFF ail mattresses plus an additional 15% OFF
Hurry! Sale ends January 5.
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promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promotional period or If you default under your card agreement. Making the minimum monthly payment will not pay off
your promotional purchase in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES. With credit approval, for qualifying purchases when you use The Great Indoors MasterCard5 or a Sears card (Commercial One* excluded). Sears Home Improvement
Account™ valid on installed sales only. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject to change without notice. May not be combined with any other credit promotional offers. Promotional offers greater
than 14 months require minimum monthly payments as disclosed in the offer. Sears card APRs up to 26.49%, but if your account has a variable A£B, the AEB is up to 31.49% as of 12/3/07 and may vary. Minimum monthly FINANCE
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All maii-in rebates exclude sales tax. Offers end 1/5/08 unless otherwise stated. © 2007 Sears Holdings Corporation
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SHOPPING
FROM PAGE A1

sign that advertised all of her
items as 50 percent off.

As. small groups of shop-
pers paced the mall, Ron
Brandenburg of Westland said
it was obvious that apparel,
video games or toys weren't
flying off the shelves in spite of
discounts and slashed prices.

"We went to Target at 7 a.m.
and we walked in and checked
right out," he said. "We spent
so much money there we
almost went broke, but there
weren't a lot of people at all."

With the mall as his sec-
ond destination of the morn-
ing, Brandenburg said he was
shocked by the modest num-
ber of shoppers.

"I used to work retail in
this mall and back in the*
early '70s you could barely
move through here the day
after Christmas," he said.

Irene Moran and
Sherri Havlik, both of

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ron Brandenburg of Westland thought the crowds were lighter than usual for
the day after Christmas.

Livonia, made their way to
Cornwell Pool & Patio early
Wednesday and said they
were shocked there wasn't a
long line of eager shoppers
waiting outside the Plymouth
store.

"I'm not sure if the weather
kept people away, but it was
not like it usually is," Moran
said. "Normally, we have to
wait."

Jerry Visel of Cornwell,
which sells Christmas

decorations, said he had not
anticipated a large shopping
crowd.

"We've been around more
than 25 years and this is
Ihe first season we saw a
decrease in our Christmas
*> lies, so we didn't think we
v ould gain (Wednesday),* he
*> lid. "We had customers in
here all day, but we are doing
about half of what we tradi-
tionally do."

Scott Krugman, a spokes-
person for the National
Retail Federation in
Washington D.C., said after-
Christmas sales make up a
significant chunk of retail
profits for the season.

"The whole week after
is crucial," he said, while
offering a possible reason
for half-empty parking lots
Wednesday morning. "A lot
of people still had to go to
work, so I would look for
the crowds on Saturday and
Sunday."

tlparks@hometownlife.com

STOREWIDE CLEARANCE
MARKDOWNS JUST TAKEN IN EVERY DEPARTMENT

750 stores nationwide. Call 1 -800-Marshalls for a store near you or visit us at www.MarshallsOnline.com. Styles vary by store. ©2007 Marshalls.

Man faces prison in
theft of trust funds

A Henderson, Nev., man
will find out on Jan. 24 how
much time he will spend
in prison after being found
guilty of his role in the
embezzlement of cemetery
trust funds from 28 Michigan
cemeteries, including sites
in Westland, Livonia and
Plymouth.

Wayne County Circuit
Judge Brian R. Sullivan
found Carter Green, 67,
guilty of aiding co-defendant
Clayton Smart in embezzling
some $61 million in cemetery
trust monies from the cem-
eteries owned by Smart's Las
Vegas-based company Indian
Nation.

Green was found guilty of
one count of racketeering,
a 20-year felony, and three
counts of uttering and pub-
lishing, a 14-year felony.

"The defendants in this
case were quite literally rob-
bing from the dead," said
Michigan Attorney General
Mike Cox in announcing the
conviction.

The charges against Green
stem series of written state-
ments he made to state audi-
tors that either he or his
companies were holding up to
$25 million in trust money on
behalf of Smart or businesses
associated with him, state-
ments the attorney general's
investigation determined
were false.

Smart is accused of pil-

fering the cemetery-iru^t
funds to invest $31 million
in Oklahoma-based Quest
Minerals and Exploration
Inc. in the form of unsecured
promissory notes and a loan
backed by highly specula-
tive Quest oil and gas leases.
He also is accused of invest-
ing $25 million in high-risk
mutual funds.

Smart is awaiting trial in
Tennessee where he is charge
with theft of property, con-
spiracy to commit theft, and
money laundering involving
the Forest Hill Cemeteries
and Funeral Homes. Once
that case is concluded, he will
be brought to Michigan to
face 39 counts of racketeer-
ing, embezzlement and lar-
ceny.

"We look forward to pros- .
ecuting the remaining defen-
dant in this case," Cox said.

The cemeteries, which
include Cadillac Memorial
Gardens in Westland, Mi* •. i,-Y
Hope Memorial Gardens in
Livonia and United Memorial
Gardens in Plymouth, have
been under the control of a
state conservator since last
December. Their sale for $32
million to David Shipper
of Ewing, N. J., is pending.
Shipper is a third-generation
cemetery owner who operates
12 cemeteries in Indiana and
two in New York.

Sue Mason

TIME IS
RUNNING OUT!

JEWELLERS / GEMOLOKUStlS

Across Coolidgefrotn The Somerset Collection
3001 West Big Beaver Road • Troy, MI 48084 • I-800-SCHUBOT

Extended store hours M6ni 7Sat.V 10am to 6pm, .
Sundays, 12noon to 5pm H V"-v

*We are required to exclude certain watch brands and designer!, from this event.
At the conclusion of this spectacular event, Douglas and Sydell Schhbot

will pass the operation of Schubot Jewellers,|Q t^etr §gjr B$a#, %' k £
who will continue to build on the 90-year tradition at Jules R, Schubot '
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We Make The world's

eadowsEuro
Luxuryjfirm Queen Set

Drastic markdowns and the biggest savings
of the year are in effect during this sale!

NOT PAY for
UARY! Minimum Purchase

* mm

7/S

TWIN
MATTRESSES

79
JSETUP

& REMOVAL
OF YOUfl OLD MATTOESS

Starting $
at

See S^ore for Details

Memory F
: Pillows!

Compare Reg. SALE

QUEEN SET $1999....$1199....$999
KING SET $1999... .$1199... .*999

Also Available In Full Size.. .S919

-Year
Limited

Warrah

Solid Oak
with FREE
Futon Cover

with FREE
Futon Cover with FREE

Futon Cover

BIRMINGHAM • 248.549.1951
32767 Woodward (1 block S of 14 Mite Rd)

QAHTON • 734.844.0400
42489 Ford Road (At Li I ley in Canton Corners)

LIVONIA* 734.425.1500
31629 Plymouth Rd (1 Block West of Merriman)

TROY • 248.743.1088
3536 Rochester Rd (Between Big Beaver & Wattles)

ANN ARBOR • 734.222.9472
2131 West Stadium (South of West Liberty)

ANN ARBOR/YPSI • 734.975.9200
4563 Washtenaw (1/4 Mile East of US-23)

LAKESIDE • 586.532.8055
13909 Hall (Across from Lakeside near Old Navy)

NOW TOWN CENTER • 248.348.5494
South of I-96 (Near Archives)

ROSEVILLE • 586,294.8360
32098 Gratiot (Across from Macomb Mall at Masonic)

ROYAL OAK* 248.414.6909
28074 North Woodward (South of 12 Mile Road)

SOUTHGATE* 734.281.7766
17820 Eureka Road (Between reeck & Allen Road)

TAYLOR* 313.291.3603
22385 Ecorse (1/2 Mile East of Telegraph Road)

TAYLOR • 734.287.0454
23600 Eureka (Near Southland Malt)

WARREN • 586.754.1500

26645 Hoover (In the Hoover-11 Shopping Ctr)
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DILLON
FROM PAGE A1

said.
"He works harder at this

than he's ever worked," said his
older brother, John Dillon of
Livonia.

BEYOND FRUSTRATION
Andy Dillon admits to frus-

tration with the political parti-
sanship he says was displayed
during the budget talks.

"I thought when you had a
crisis of that magnitude you
would see people put that
aside," he said.

His brother put Dillon's feel-
ings in stronger terms: "He
was really disillusioned with
the whole process."

Dillon came to state govern-
ment with a hefty personal

HOT WATER
Boiler Experts

SINCE 1937

Thornton & Grooms
PLUMBING • BESTING. AIR CONDITIONING • BOILERS

644-7810

and professional resume.
He is from a prominent

Redford family — his father,
John, was a justice of the
peace and later a district court
judge — and graduated from
Catholic Central High School,
where two of his track records
still stand.

He has an accounting
degree from the University of
Notre Dame, where he was a
track and cross country run-
ner. He captained both teams
during his senior year, and was
Notre Dame's athlete of the
year in 1984.

Dillon's law degree is also
from Notre Dame.

He's worked as a financial
analyst, an assistant to for-
mer Sen. Bill Bradley, D-New
Jersey, and as a litigation
attorney and corporate lawyer.

But Dillon doesn't wear
his success on his sleeve, said
Redford Township Supervisor
R. Miles Handy II, a longtime
friend and political ally. It
was Handy, Dillon said, who
convinced him to run for the
House in 2004.

"Intellectually, he excels.

THINKING ABOUT...

Blue Care of Michigan, Inc.,

an affiliate of Blue Cross Blue

Shield of Michigan, announces

open enrollment for its HMO

nongroup product:

Open enrollment dates are

January.1-31,2008fbra

March 1, 2008 effective date,

Please contact Blue Care

Network's Customer Service

department at 1-800-662-6667

for additional information.

of Michigan, Inc.

•Affordable Pricing
• 0% Financing Available
• Extended Warranties
• Quality Installation

(734)525-1930

Our 33rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 M1DDLEBELT • LIVONIA

OEOBS4BQ1 B

Fantastic Holiday Savings!
^ On 1000s of SAFE Toys, Dolls & Activities

• Michigan's Largest Specialty Toy Store
'Free Gift Wrap! •Convenient Parking!

North America's Largest
Selection Of

New Merchandise
Arriving Daily!

Make wish listsor shop
The Doll Hospital & Toy Soidier Shop 3947 w. 12 Mile BerKiey 248-543-311;

Honey What e for Dinner? LLC

. " e-mails'
karen@honeywhats4din iier.com

Family friendly meals ready when you need them!
j Wedp the shopping, chopping, and cleaning for you. You get
""'" to bring the family back to YOUR table again!

Entrees are $ 19.50 .each
and feed 4-6!"

($5.g5per meal, pet-person)
• Make your own meals.
•Bring your friends.

We can prepare meals for you!
Frozen meals ready to take! £ your order whe

on present this

g , , , , ,
(Around the Corner from the Village Theater) www.honeywhats4dinner.com

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Specializing in Diseases
oftne$fdn,Hair&Natis

Invites you to visit and receive
. p the care you deserve.

/Ski4:9ancer ; . >.Eczema
• Moles • Warts
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss
• Aerie BotOX • Much More

Accepting New Patients • Ml Ages
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2 Evening appts. available

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis drive,
Suite \5Q,MtMchb<m 48377

gfeatlakesderm@yahooxom oeoesesaos

Oos Obedience Classes
Puppy (8 wks to 5 months)

and \dult Dogs (5 months and over)

New Sessions Begin Monthly
See our website to enroll novvl

BRnwJtappyttoundsdaiicare.com

Happy Hi
fron

Happy H'

He's one of the smartest guys
I've ever met, but he's very
humble," Handy said. "He's
more comfortable in blue jeans
and a sweater than a nice suit."

Politics is in Dillon's blood,
his brother said.

"It's something he was
always interested in from the
time he was a little kid/' John
Dillon said. "We just grew up
with politics."

They also grew up with
parents who set an example of
service, said a sister, Marybeth
Dillon Butler.

"My parents' entire lives
have always been about serv-
ing others, but they do it under
the radar, not for recognition,"
Butler said.

DEMANDING TIME
The commitment required

by the speaker's job has been
tough on Dillon's family, his
sister said. "We just feel like
his life belongs to the state of
Michigan," Butler said.

Dillon said his four children
were patient about him spend-
ing time away from home dur-
ing the budget crisis. "They
understood how serious the
problem was," he said.

It's been tough to find time
to spend in his district, too, he
said. "People want to see you
around," he said.

Dillon, who faces a recall
effort over his support of
increased taxes, said he plans
to seek a third full House term
next year. As far as running
for another office, he said, he'll
think about that in 2008.

He expects significant
legislation to come from the
House next year, including
energy reforms designed to
spur power plant construc-
tion, measures to deal with
the waste from factory farms,
and protections against preda-
tory lending. He also expects
the House to address a pro-
jected $24 billion bill for the
future health-care costs of
retired state and public school
employees.

Dillon said he's been
impressed with how the
Legislature can affect people's
lives for the better.

"You can actually have a
significant impact up there
quickly," he said.

Michigan, Dillon said, has a
window of five to seven years
in which the economy must
diversify and the state must
invest in education, infra-
structure, the environment
and other quality-of-life areas
in order to attract new busi-

BILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Andy Dillon speaks with constituent James Guliett, of Dearborn Heights.

nesses and keep a skilled work direction."
heading in "a very negative

force.
Falling short, he said, means

Dillon is staying upbeat.
"The future's bright, and

that's kind of the one thing
that keeps me going," he said.

mlachman@hometownlife.com

Camera phone
Samsung SCH uJ40

Motorola Q9m

F* i.l. if1

U j to CE o
* onal memory '».

f t

Multimedia
phone

' . s-

Verizon Wireless
UM150 USB Modem

^ >r ( ,1 ' ^ oAccess
V ' OS1* ""^ ' I I ^

., i Access i

Switch to America's Most Wireless Network

Call 1.877.2BUY.VZW Click verizonwireless.com Shop Open New Year's Dayi
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

816-639-2733

ST.CLAIRSHORES

353-441-0168.

Detroit Pistons

•rage, varying By service, no1



www.hometownlife.com L0CA1 NEWS Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, December 11,2007 (*)

Parents need medical legal form to help adult children
t a recent seminar, I was
approached by an older

i couple who told me their
19-year-old granddaughter had
become ill when she was away
at college. The young woman

was taken
to a hospital
where she was
treated. When
the parents
were notified,
they rushed to
the hospital but
unfortunately

Money Matters discovered doc-
tors would not
discuss their
daughter's
situation nor

consult with them about treat-
ment.

The issue for doctors was
legal — the patient was an
adult and the parents did not
have the proper legal docu-
mentation to be consulted with
regards to their daughter's situ-
ation.

The parents retained the
services of an attorney and
eventually did gain the rights
to be consulted and to make
decisions with regards to their

Rick Bloom

daughter's treatment.
The grandparents said the

emotional stress that it caused
the parents was the worst part
of the ordeal.

The good part of this story
is that the daughter recov-
ered and returned to school.
However, the important lesson
here is to make sure you have
the proper estate planning doc-
uments for yourself and your
loved ones.

It's not unusual for most
parents not to have any sort
of legal documentation when
it comes to their children.
However, when children reach
the age of majority, 18, he/she
is% legal adult and parental
rights as well as obligations
extinguish. If your child is
an adult and if you will have
to make medical and other
decisions for your adult child,
appropriate documentation is
important. After all, no one
wants to incur legal fees and go
to court over family issues.

In this case, a Medical
Durable Power of Attorney
with the proper HIPAA
(Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act) provi-

sions, the parents would have
had the legal right to discuss
their daughter's situation with
the doctors and make deci-
sions.

This an extremely important
document that every adult
needs to obtain. In simple
terms, the document allows
someone to sit in your shoes
and make medical decisions for
you if you are unable to make
them yourself. Don't assume
that your spouse or your par-
ents would have some rights to
make decisions. That is not the
case. Husbands and wives who
do not have these documents
could be forced to go through
the same process as the parents
in this case.

Many people avoid doing
any form of estate planning
because they don't want to
think of the inevitable or they
assume it's too expensive.

Most people are surprised
to learn not everyone needs
to use an attorney for estate
planning purposes. The state of
Michigan offers a free fill-in-
the-blank Will and a Medical
Durable Power of Attorney
(Michigan Patient Advocate

Form). These documents are
available in many locations,
including public libraries, the
State of Michigan's Web site
(www.michigan.gov/sos) and
my Web site (www.bloomasset-
management.com).

Parents of adult children
need, if nothing more, to have
a Medical Durable Power of
Attorney.

If your college-age son
or daughter is home for the
holidays, download a copy
of the Michigan Patient
Advocate Form, complete it
and have them sign it in front
of the appropriate witnesses.
Hopefully, you can put the
document in a drawer and
never worry about it again. You
will have a sense of comfort in
knowing that not only did you
do the right thing, but that you
did the responsible thing.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays onWDTK1400 AM.

GARDEN CITY - A student
at Garden City High School,'
6500 Middlebelt was arrested
Dec. 20 for drug possession
after he was stopped by school
staff for taking food he hadn't
purchased in the cafeteria.
When an administrator called
him over, she noticed the stu-
dent had placed something in a
plastic tub used to collect dirty
silverware. A baggy containing
31 white pills was recovered
and police were called. The stu-
dent, 17, told police his grand-
mother used the pills for head-
aches. The officer had a phar-
macist look at the pills which
were identified as Xanax.

GARDEN CITY - A Garden
City police officer spotted a
suspect wanted for stealing a
vehicle in Dearborn Heights
Dec. 24 and ended up pursuing
the suspect until the stolen car
crashed in Inkster.

The officer heard a radio call
about a Volvo station wagon that
had just been stolen. He tried to
stop the vehicle, which he said
was speeding on Cherry Hill,
but the car took off at a high rate

of speed running stop signs on
Garden City side streets and -then
crossed into Inkster, the officer
said. Eventually, the suspect drove
onto an unpaved icy path along
the Rouge River. When the vehicle
suddenly braked, the officer said
he had to stop quickly and the
patrol car slide into the rear of the
stolen vehicle which then side-
swiped the patrol car.

The suspect then drove the
vehicle down a 40-foot embank-
ment towards the river and
crashed into trees at the bottom;
the officer said. The suspect, an
Inkster man, ran from the car .
and was caught as he tried to hid
under a fallen tree, said the officer.
The vehicle owner said his cell
phone and some Christmas pres-
ents had also been in the car.

Home break-in
REDFORD TOWNSHIP - A

laptop computer, cash and credit
cards were among the things
reported stolen from a house on
Lennane Street north of Six Mile
after a break-in early Sunday.

The burglar or burglars had
used an unlocked window to get
iato the house, a police report
said. The victim later learned that
stolen credit and automatic teller
machine cards had been used.

CONVLMENT
** *l ii 1 ' 1 •• >i*v. u •

^Quality Sofa*
*•* from

QUALITY FURNITURE-GREAT PRICES
32104 Plymouth Rd. • Livonia ROF:

Mi-Inclusive Rates

month and include:

"3 Meals Daily, plus a snack

Medication Administration

Full Activities Calendar

Activity-filled facility located on almost 4 acres of lush surroundings.

Personal Grooming
Free Satellite TV Service in
Rooms & Common Areas

'-RegularPhysician Visits

** Physical Therapy on-site

»> Backup Generator

** Re$pite/¥acathn Stays
Atmttattfe

Beauty/Barber Shop on-site

•VAbenefits may apply
Long-term care Insurance accepted

•\ <;:-&: x


