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~ Foreclosures

hit home

Canton sees an increase, but not all is gloomy

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

It’s a safe bet that the property
sitting at 2119 Tradition Street used
1o be someone’s dream home. But
now, the impressive, two-story,
four-bedroom home sits vacant near
the entrance of its posh Vintage
Valley subdivision off of Ford and
Ridge roads. The sprawling, 3,200-
square-foot residence has met the
same foreclosure fate as thousands
of other homes in the state.

“Our company covers 10 counties
s0 we see this on a large level and we
are very much in the middle of this,”
said Mark Goedert, the listed agent
for the Tradition Drive property.
“Anytime you get the President on
television you know you have a huge
problem.”

More than 200 Canton properties
have been listed as being in danger
of foreclosure for unpaid 2005 prop-
erty taxes.

“It’s a long process to get to fore-

..Closure and, no question, we have

more this year than we did last
year,” said Township Supervisor
Tom Yack.

Goedert blamed the rise of fore-
closures on a “very loose mortgage
market, unscrupulous mortgage
companies and many people buy-
ing beyond their means.” He said
despite plenty of interest and several
offers, he's been unable to ink a deal
for the three-car garage home on
Tradition.

“The bank is only willing to drop
the price so far and buyers have a lot
of choices,” Goedert said.

Vintage Vailey resident Theresa
Merbler said she’s known of four
foreclosed properties in the upscale
subdivision.

"It would be naive to say I was
shocked but we were saddened,” she
said. “Some of these people never
should have had mortgages. They
got zero-down and cash advances
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Theresa Merbler, a resident of the Vintage
Valley subdivision, said she's known of
four foreclosed properties in the upscale
subdivision,

kind of homes you retire from.”

Merbler, who began eyeing the
subdivision seven years ago and
bought her home three years ago,
said it was disheartening to see a
foreclosed model of her home sell
for $85,000 less than what she and
her husband paid for their property.

“This is going to have an enor-
mous trickle down effect on all of
us,” she said. “We've already had to
go before Canton and fight our tax
rate.”

A BRIGHT SIDE

While state lawmakers, along
with the federal government, scurry
to come up with plans to ease
the mortgage crisis in and out of
Michigan, Yack said he’s found some
hope in the township’s numbers on
the other side of the coin.

“There’s not a whole lot that local
governments can do to fix the prob-
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The Festival Singers from Plymouth-Canton Educational Park entertain during the Shop Canton event.

ShopCanton’s
Holiday Fest a big

hit with fan

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS -
STAFF WRITER

As a group of kids held
out their small bags and
happily said “trick or treat,”
Jim Eiben got down on one
knee, smiled at the tykes
and offered them a few
candy canes.

“This has been a lot of
fun,” said Eiben, the man-
ager of the Mattress &
Futon Shoppe, located at
49488 Ford in the Canton
Corners plaza. “There’s

“ been (so much participa-

tion) that I'm starting to
run out of candy and it’s

¢ge s
ping plaza at Ford and
Lilley for Saturday’s annual
ShopCanton Holiday Fest.
The festival, which was pre-
sented by the Downtown
Development Authority,
Canton Chamber of
Commerce and Canton
Leisure Services, featured
games, coloring con-
tests, karaoke, Santa and
Rudolph’s main squeeze,
a §-month-old reindeer
named Clarice.

“We like to say that she’s
Rudolph’s girlfriend,”
Tammy Iaconelli joked as
everyone from toddlers to
high school students snug-
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Sisters Skytar and Noelle Smith get ready te visit with Santa Claus.

Lyon-based Carousel Acres
said children, and adults,
are always amazed by their
reindeer who can grow up
to 450 pounds,

“People love her,” she
said, rubbing Clarice’s
head.

In between listening
to carolers, trick or treat-
ing and being entertained
by balloon artists, some
opted to go on a sleigh ride
around the plaza’s parking

grinned as his 4 year old
attempted to guide him to
her next destination.

Larry Cislo of Wesley
Berry Flowers, 42531 Ford,
said he was having a thrill
juggling customers with
trick or treaters.

“I think this is excellent
for the community,” he
said, as he handed a group
of kids some candy. “It’s
great, the kids are going to
get a sugar high.”

(whereas) my husband and I worked lem but fortunately Canton had not like I didn'tbuyalot”  gled up to the 100-pound  lot.
hard and we saved to buy our home. Hundreds of families reindeer to take pictures. “My daughter is so excit-  tlparks@hametowntife.com
This was our move up, these are the Please see HOMES, A2 made their way to the shop-  Iaconelli of the South ed,” Ratimukta Satapathy  (734)459-2700

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

School district
moves elections

Do you agree with the school
board's decision to hold board
elections in May rather than in
November on batlots with state
and federal races that would have
etiminated all costs?

£-mait your comments to

Police arrest two suspects
in 7-11 armed robbery
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education voted Tuesday to
move the annual May school
board election to every other
year — beginning in 2009 —
‘which will save the district tens
of thousands of dellars.

" Trustees did not seriously con-
sider an option of holding school
‘board elections in even-year
“November — on ballots with -
state and federal races — that
would have eliminated all costs.

According to a school board
analysis of costs for holding elec-
tions in various combinations
involving annual and bi-annual
May and November elections, the
current cycle of May annual elec-
tions costs the district $100,000,
with a 50-percent savings every
odd year when costs are shared
with Schooleraft College.

Under the new format, elec-
tions will cost Plymouth-Canton
$50,000 every two years as it
continues to split the cost with
Schooleraft.

The election shift means three

kkuban®hometownlife.com.

current board members will have
their terms extended one year.
The terms of board President
Judy Mardigian, Vice President
Barry Simescu and Trustee

John Jackson were scheduled to
expire in May 2008. And, with
board Treasurer Tom Wysocki’s
four-year term to expire in 2009,
there will be four seats up for
grabs.

Plaase see ELECTIONS, A8

Canton police have arrested two sus-
pects accused of two armed robberies

early Tuesday morning, including at the
7-11/Citgo gas station on Michigan Avenue

in Canton. Police have not identified or
released any details about the two sus-
pects.
They were expected to be arraigned
Wednesday in 35th District Court.
While one of the suspects waited in a
vehicle, the other allegedly entered the

Canton 7-11 at about 1:40 a.m., demanded
money and fired a shot into the store’s ceil-

ing with a .22 rifle. No one was injured
during the incident.

Canton Sgt. Rick Pomorski said the two
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were apprehended shortly after leaving the
store.

“The employee hit the alarm and they
were arrested in the same general area,”
he said.

The rifle and stolen cash were recovered.

The two suspects are also believed to
have committed a similar armed robbery
in Van Buren Township earlier that eve-
ning, :

A 7-11 employee said Tuesday afternoon
he was glad to hear of the arrests. ‘

“It's good news, definitely,” he said. “Ou
(manager) has told us to be careful.”

- By Tiffany L. Par&é
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Showroom of Elegance
6018 Canton Center Rd.
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December 13-December 24

" Each day until Christmas, Showroom of Elegance will feature a
different jewelry category to receive special holiday pricing. Pick
a stocking from our tree to determine your discount!

Featured Jewelny

’Ihursday, December 13- Men’s & Women’s Watches
Friday, December 14- Bridal ]ewelry

Saturddy, December 15- Three Diamond Jewelry
Sunday, December 16- Diamond Pendants

Monday, December 17- Diamond Bracelets
Tuesday, December 18- Silver Jewelry

Wednesday, December 19- Birthstone ]ewelry
Thursday, December 20- Pear! Jewelry

Friday, December 21- Wedding & Anniversary Bands
Saturday, December 22- Journey & Circle of Life

‘Sunday, December 23- Diamond Earrings

Mo'nday, December 24- Gold Jewelry

Coupon bearer will receive a second charice to 7
pick a stocking from the Tree of Savings.
\ Highest discount chosen will be applied to purchase.
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Bring this coupon to the
12 Days of Christmas sale and receive a
second chance to SAVE!

(North of Ford Rd.)
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SHOWROOM OF
FINE JEWELRY

8

Holiday Howurs:
Mon-Sat.: 9:30-8:00
Sunday: Noon-8:00

Christmas Eve: 9:30-3:00

Free 2 Hour Limo Ride from

' With your diamond ring
purchase. See store for details.

734.207.1906 « www.showroomofelegance.com
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| Baptist Churceh.

FINE JEWEIjRY

closure bus tours.

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
" STAFF WRITER

released. ‘ said they appeared to be young’

. “On one hand, we are glad adults.

the individuals were appre- “Maybe God could use this |
Two suspects have been hended because they've pos- to help change their lives,” he

arrested and g third remains sﬂ)ly done this before or will

on the loose i1 ¢onnection with . do it again,” said the Rev. Tony them and we will continue to .

the Dec. 5 burglary at Calvary =~ Beckett. © . do s0.”

“But on the other hand, it’s Any person with mformatmn
hard to see young people make regarding the third suspect is
mistakes like this that have advised to call Canton Police

- huge consequences.” at (734«) 394-5420. Callers may

The suspects, who were remain anonymous. '
caught on surveillance cam-
eras, were identified through
tips from the public. Beckett

T

The suspects, who were
expected to be arraigned
‘Wednesday, are accused of
breaking into a classroom
at the Joy Road church and
stealing a laptop computer.
Their identities have not been

i AR e

tHparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700
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tours of foreclosed homes

BY TIFFANY L, PARKS.

STAFF WRITER “I have been watching the
, market and saw this coming “If we can’t help them, we
“With fresh crops of fore- years ago,” Kapsalis said the will send them in the right

closed homes hitting the mar-  swelling foreclosure crisis.
ket Jeft and right, Added Value  “When people take the maxi- ‘
Realty of Livonia is urging mum mortgage for amaximum  to reach out for help. “The
people to take advantage of its  house that equals major prob-
two-day investor class. lems.”

“We've had a steady stream AVR’s tours include one day
of interest {rom investors and  of classroom instruction and
first-time home buyers,” said a gecond day of visiting 6-10
Georgia Kapsalis of AVR's fore- foreclosed properties with a

direction,” Kapsalis said

" people’in this situation that
there’s no need to feel embar-
rassed or overwhelmed.”

licensed inspectot, remodeling tours, which are ongoing, or
expert and realtor. foreclosure help, call Kapsalis
$97, the venture is promoted In addition to its tours, AVR at (248) 787-7325 or log on to
as a way.to “teach you to buy is also offering assistance to www.addedvaluerealty.com.
smart.” homeowners on the brink of :

With classes starting at

"LIKE HUMBERS?

there are a pile L
N {]f iheﬂ] lﬁ FROM PAGE A1 . the propertys taxes.
S o - FORECLOSURES AT ALL-TIME . |
t&ﬂa&p 8y I m Ibﬁ&tﬁﬁﬁ 225 occupancy permits and HIGH D
62 new residential unit per-
mits.(in 2007),” be said. “Like It was reported 1ast week

everyone else, we have great that U.8. foreclosures have .
concern about the foreclosures reached an all-time high.
relative to our coromunity but -~ The Mortgage Bankers
1 think this bodes well for us Association has said that the
in the long run.” , delinquency rate for all mort-
Township Treasurer Elaine gages rose to 5.59 percent in
Kirchgatter echoed those the third quarter, up from -
comments. 5.12 in the second quarter,
“While this is a crisis for This is the highest rate since
those that are involved and 1986, Delinquency is deemed
win S I'm not trying to downplay it,  to payments 30 or more days
Canton continues to see hous-  past due.
. M”si‘v’;:j,‘:-ms,, es being sold and bought,” In response to the crisis,
¥ she said, adding that vapant President Bush has proposed
“ DETROIT’S BEST parcels arld spec homesjare freezing the interest rates of
M OVI E D E AI_ included in the listing of
potential township foreclo-
ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SDUND

ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
$4a oo ALL SEATS

s 6 " 5 o EXGEPT ADULT EVE.

Free drink refills & 25¢ core ratilis

Goodiich Tioket Kiosk & Tickets Oniing

tain criteria, :
Inits 2008 budget, the
township allpcated $20,000
to cutting the lawns of fore—
closed properties. '
“We haven’t had to deal
with this in the past but we
want to ensure that people didn't think (their
our property values are - actions) through,” he said. “I
maintained and that our com-  believe we should let the mar-
munity standards are met,” ket drive itself. Freezing the

‘but Goedert feels it’s not the
solution for such a w1despread
problem

“I would hate to see so many
homes foreclosed but some -

SHOWTIMES 12714 - 1220 {3 N passes [P

£ ] < ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG)
L J 12:15, 2:45, 4:55, 7.05, 9:15
L] FRI/SAT LS 11:25
™ < 1AM LEGEND (PG-13}
™ 11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, ©:30
P FRI/SAT LS 12:00
RITMAR (R) 5:30, 7:40, 9:50
FRI/SAT LS 11:65
BAN IN REAL LIFE (PG-13)
] 5:15, 7:26, 8:35  FRI/SAT LS $1:45
4} THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG-13)
bd 11:40, 2:15, 4:45, 7115, 8:45

| tor Tim Faas, adding that who can’t afford their proper-
inturn for maintaining the ties.”
lawns, the property owners
will be billed for the service

or the fees will be tacked onto  (734) 4592700

[yewcomers
Welcome Service’
Making New Neighbors Feel At Home Since 1960!
Get to know Canton and Plymouth
with our FREE Welcome Packet.

Call Linda Today at 'xsén‘zl&ms
or visit our website at www.azZnewcomers.com
) For business sponsorship opportunities, please call 734.476.5891,

(G)11oo 1:10, 3:20
FREBGLAHS(PG)H 20, 1:50, 4:20, 850"
BEE mo\us  (PG) 11:00, 1:06, 310

R B
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John C. Stewart

Attorney and Counselor at Law
...Is pleased to celebrate

of General Private Practice
at the SAME Location...
1142 S. Main Street, Plymouth.

John C. Stewart

Attorney and Counselor
at Law

people in the following areas of law:

* Real Estate « Wills  Trusts
* Probate e Traffic Matters in District Court
* Power of Attorney-Business & Health Care

You may schedule an appointment

734-459-8811

OE08578000
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‘Two arrested for chutch burqlary

said. “We have been praying for o

B R Sy .Lxﬁx...‘ FR

foreclosure. s

emphasizing that people need '

worst thing someone candois . - ]
do nothing. There are so many

For more information on'the

HOMES - i

some mortgages that fitcer- |

sures. Yack said he supportsthe | =
concept of the President’splan & | ¢

said Municipal Services direc-  interest rate won't help people 3

tiparks@hometownlife.com ‘ "
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| AROUND CANTON |

Canton officiai honored

Bruce Malinezak, Canton’s
assistant treasurer, was recently
presented with the 2007
PRIME Award during the
Michigan Munjcipal Treasurers
Association (MMTA) annual
state conference. Annually,

. MMTA rec-

| the Michigan
i Municipal

Treasurers

Association
by awarding the prestigious
Professional Recognition in
Municipal Excellence (PRIME)
award, This year there were
five nominees for the award,
and a vote of the membership
resulted in Malinczak cbming
out on top. Malinezak, who
has worked for Canton for five
years, is a past president of the
MMTA, and currently serves as
president of the Wayne County
Treasurers Association and is
amember of the Association of
Public Treasurers of the United
States and Canada.

In Canton, Malinczak has
helped to bring new technolo-
gies to the Treasurer’s Office
and has streamlined processes
and procedures to better serve
the community’s taxpayers and
ratepayers. He keeps residents
informed through regular
articles in the Focus newslet-
ter and appearances on Canton
Community Television.

“People don't realize how
highly respected Bruce is
among his peers,” said Elaine
Kirchgatter, Canton Treasurer.
“This award is proof of that
respect and a very big compli-
ment. We are very proud of
him.”

Church hoI'Eday
performance

St. John Neumann Church on
Warren between Sheldon and
Canton Center roads in Canton
will present the Christmas con-
cert, “Sing Out,” at 3 p.im., Dec.
16. The concert will include
skits, performances by two cho-
rale groups, and sing alongs for
the participants to enjoy. There
will also be skits performed by
St. John Neumann volunteers
(the SIN Players).

There is no cost for the tick-
ets, but people are asked to

Malinczak

bring a hygiene product {such
as toothbrushes, toothpaste,
combs; etc.) or new gloves

or hats for a charity project
the church will complete

in January. Tickets can be
obtained in the office at St.
John Neumann and are used
merely to keep a count of the
number of people expected.

Sounds of the Season

The award-winning
Plymouth-Canton Educational
Paik Choirs, under the direc-
tion of Jennifer L. Kopp, will
present their annual holiday
concert, “Sounds of the Season,”
on Tuesday, Dec. 18, at 7 p.m.
in the Salem High School
Auditorium. Tickets are on sale
from all PCEP Choir students
ot from the Choir Office (Room
1603 at Salem). Tickets are $4
in advance and $5 at the door
while they last. This concert is
very popular and typically sells
out before the night of the per-
formance.

The PCEP Choirs consist of
six choral ensembles comprised
of more than 250 students in
grades nine-12 from Plymouth,
Salem, and Canton high
schools, under the direction of
Jennifer L. Kopp.

Newcomers offer safety
tips

The Canton Newcomers,
whose motto is “where neigh-
bors become friends”, invites
the public to their next general
meeting on Wednesday, Jan.
2, at 7:15 p.m. This social,
civic, and charitable organiza-
tion will host Barb Cane from
PKSA Karate, Cane will share
valuable information on self
defense.

In addition to the monthly
meeting, several activities
throughout the month are
offered: book club, bunko,
creative kids, moms and tots,
ladies day out, game night,
euchre, chick flick, scrapbook-
ing and many more. The meet-
ing offers the opportunity to
sign up for any activity that
interests you.

Everyone who attends the
meeting will be entered into
a drawing to win a prize. The
meeting will be at the Hanford
Clubhouse in the Sunflower
subdivision at 45800 Hanford
Road between Canton Center
and Beck.

For more information about
the group or to receive a com-
plimentary January newslet-

TWO STORES!

Two Blocks
Main Store

ECONOMY & CLEARANGE STORE
29598 Seven Mile

(Located in Livenia Mall)
from

' LIQUIDATION SALE|

Discounts on all in stock

Michigan’s Largest
Selection of Dinettes
Your choice of 100's of styles, celors & fabrics
All Kinds of Tables and Chairs Can Be Sold Separately

* 19711 Middlebelt # Livonia
1 Block N. of Livonia Mall

248-442-7490

ter, visit cantonnewcomers.org
or call (7349 398-6487 before
the meeting. You don't have

10 be “new” to be a Canton
Newcomer.

Post office holiday hours

The Canton Branch post
office (480 N Canton Center
Road) has new hours for its
Automated Postal Center
(APC), Customers will have
access to it 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, Also there
will be a special Sunday full
retail (including passport pro-
cessing) hours from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Dec. 16 for the
Christmas season.

Pleage feel free to contact
Reggie Dapremont, customer
service manager, if you have any
questions at (734) 844-3786.

Classical Bells holiday
concert

Classical Bells will be
performing their popular
Christmas concert at the Village
Theater on Friday, Dec. 21, at
8 p.m. Classical Bells has per-
formed handbell music since
1983, The anditioned ensemble
consists of accomplished hand-
bell musicians from the met-
ropolitan Detroit area, led by
director Darlene Ebersole, Their
repertoire draws from a wide
mix of music genres-classical,
inspirational, seasonal, popular,
even ragtime and swing. Their
primary instrument consists of
68 bronze plus six alurminum
English handbells, a range of
more than six octaves.

Due to the popularity of their
show they will be performing
in the Main House this year to
allow for even more people to
enjoy this special holiday event.
The concert is sponsored by The
Partnership for the Arts and
Humanities and tickets are $10.

Classical Bells

Merchandise

BLErs53030

Opeh 7 Days
10 am - 8 pm

Corner of Holmes & Ridge Rd.
{734) 483-1783

10 VARIETIES OF PREMIUM

CHRISTMAS TREES up to 15 FT. TALL

Jrom S 1 500

A little better tree...
k. for a little less money!
g Many Beautiful Wreaths
X & Roping Available

3
;
(1 ik, West o & Wichigan Ave,) g
3
3

0508573004 A

holiday hours

. entertainmentifeaturing the

To purchase tickets or for
more information, visit www.
canton-Thi. org/villagetheater.
Tickets can also be purchased
at Summit on the Park by phone
at (734) 394~54G0 or in person,
or the Village Theater ticket.
office will also be open one hour
prior to each performance.

Summit on the Park -

Canton’s Summit on the
Park, located at 46000 Summit
Parkway, w1]1 be adjusting its
hours for thd holidays. The
Summit hour changes are as
follows;

] Mond@y, Dec. 24: 7 a.m.
to2Zpm. .

| Tuesday, Dec. 25: Closed

| Monday Dec. 31: 7 a.m.

Spreading some holiday warmth

Canton’s Amy, Anna, and Alan Sun, members of the Little Stars Foundatlon
show off the 350 fleece throws the foundation purchiased to give to seniors.
at area nursing homes as Christmas presents. According to Amy Sun,an.

to2pm. 8th grader at East Middie School and director of the foundation, they
W Tuesday,Jan. 1: 7a.m.to  raised more than $1,000 o pay for the gifts. Comprised of 18 members, the”
2 pm. group of accomphshed musicians has been playing at local nursing homes -

To learn more about Summit’
on the Park’sholiday hours or
available metmberships, visit
www.canton-mi.org or call
(734) 394-5460.

Christmas in the Village

Celebrate tléle season at this
year’s Christmas in the Village
on Saturday, Dec. 15 from 3-9
p.m, in the Cherry Hill Village.
Come and tour nine homes
decorated for the holidays by
homeowners, interior designers,
and florists inithis year’s annual
home tour. Then venture out-
side and enjoy carriage rides
though the patk, carolers, holi-
day treats, andunigue seasonal

and senior communities for about a year. They will be performing hioliday
music at Waltonwood at Carriage Park in Canton on Dec. 15 and the Four -~
Seasons Nursing Home in Westland on-Dec. 16. The Little Stars Foundation™ .
is a non-profit and charitable organization comprised of local kids who Jove -
music and care about seniofs. For more infermation, please visit kttp:// -
theiittlestars.org or e-mail amytsun@sbcgiobat.net,

for purchase, a ginger bread
house activity in the Cherry Hill
‘School, and visits with Father-
Christrzag in the Cady-Boyer:
Barn at the Bartlett-Travis
House, which will also be deco-
rated and open to the public
free of charge, Home Tour
tickets are $17 on the day of

the event at the Village Theater
Box Office. Advanced tickets
can be purchased for $15 at

the Summit on the Park, or the
'Village Theater Box Ofﬁce, or
by visiting www.canton-mi.org/
Vlllagethea,ter or by calhng

(734) 394-5460. Participants

not wwhmg to attend the home
tour, there is no admission fee
for the winter attractions, but
some activities may require

a nominal fee, Dress for the
weather. Shuttles will be avail--
able for your parking conve-
nience, due to anticipated high

P-CEP Madrigals and Chamber
Choir, members of the Canton
Concert Band, and the Grace '
Notes Flute Ensemble.

Other event highlights
include ice skating in the park,
warming stations with hot
cocoa and spiced clder available

Theater mainstage perfor-
mances. For more information,

(734) 394-5460.

Fanhshe Holiday Savings!_
On 1000s of SAFE Toys, Dolls & Activities
» Michigan's Lavgest Specialty Toy Store 33000 tms 30 Prands
. Free sz’r mef -Gonvemem ParkmgI

North Americals Larges!
Selection Of

New Merchandise
Arriving Daily!
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touring the homes must be 12.
- years of age and older. For those -

volumes of traffic for the Village.

visit www.canton-mi.org or call -

The Doll Hospital {

Sale ends 1243107, In-stock | plefe details in

ifﬁi&@g

. mmwmmqm*

* Affordable Pricing
* 0% Financing Available
s Extended Warranties 3a
* Quality Installation For further details please go to www.tanithandben.com
or calt Compuware Arena at 734—453-6400
(734) 525-1930 BROUGHTTOYOU IN Fifaiioy BWa:D
BARTNERSHIE WITH § fenap)
Our 33rd Year! »
Ny 1 Observer S5 Focentric
UNITED TEMPERATURE H%, -
8919 MIDDLEBELT  LIVONIA 14300 BECK ROAD NEWSEADERS
\ oEosssania / PLYMOUTH TWE, MI 48170

The most important event in our 90-year history

Multi-mullion Dellar;
Tnventory ‘Must Be Sold/

Be one of the first to select from an incomparable
collection of quality diamonds, fine jewellery, precious
gems, Swiss watches and gifts culled from the
Schubot vault, private collections and
the newest designs just purchased
for the holiday season!”

*At the of this sp lax event, Douglas
and Sydekl Schubot wilk pass the operation of Schubot
, Jewellers ta their son Brian, who will continue to bulld
ditfon a1 Jules R, Schubot.

Retirement Sale

JEWELLERS / GEMOLOGISTS

Across Coolidge from The Somerset Collection
3001 West Big Beaver Road - Troy, MI 48084 - 1.800-SCHUBOT

Extended store bours Mon, ~ Sat., 10:00am to 6:00pm... Now open Sundays, 12:00 noon to

#We are required to exclude certain watch brands and designers from this event.

DEBST5882
—————
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Foreclosure help doesn't lessen the responsibility of borrowers

foreclosures has skyrocketed.
There are a variety of rea-
sons for the high foreclosure
rate. The news media has
extensively covered stories

he residential real estate
market ig going through a
difficult period in south-
east Michigan and throughout
the country. The number of

about adjustable-rate mort-
gages resetting interest rates
and thus causing the problem.
Although this is part of the
problem, it is not the entire

TR

FURN[TU&RE GALLERIES®

Casual Recliner
SALE 5323999

NOW..

wlth coupeon

Compare At $519.99

Gucponiesd

Lowest Prices
O The Perfect Gills
For Your Homel

Full Reclining Sofa
SALE 5859 99

Y

LHVHTED
QUANTINES

with coupen

Compare At $1379.9%

Take An Extra Take An Extra Onea Y@c&r
‘50 OFF «-'100 OFF<= FREE
Any In-Stock Chalr’ Any lreStock Sofa’ Financing’

*soma restrictlons and/or mintmum purchase requirements may apply

ANN ARBOR: (734) 995-9800 » AUBURN HILLS: (248) 758-0800
CANTON: (734) 981-1000  FLINT: (810) 733-5120
NOVI: (248) 349-3700 » STERLING HEIGHTS: (586) 247-8720
TAYLOR: (734) 287-4750

www.lzbmi.com

OF08575798

* Some restrictions anply; see store for complete details. One Year Free Financing offer avaliable with approved credit to qualified buyers, $1699 minimum
purchase required. No minimum purchase required for 3 or 8 manth financing programs. To avoid retroactive finance charges on deferred payment
{spacial terms) programs, customar must pay sub account balance in full before due date. The annual percentage rate may vary (as of October 1, 2008
the APR was 25.00%), Previous and/or additional transactions may affect the monthly payment and finance charge amounts. Financing and other promotional
offars cannot be combined and are not valid on previous purchases. 30% deposit required on all layaways & speclal orders. See store for ail financing,
delivery and price guarantee detalls. Featured items may not be stocked exactly as shown. Photographs are representative of promotlonat items actual

~ selection may vary. LA-Z-BOY and LA-Z-BOY FURNITURE GALLERIES are registered trademarks of La-Z-Boy Incorporated.

INTRODUCING THE CHARTER ONE HIGH YIELD SAVINGS ACCOUNT

BALANCES OF
FI0000 AND HIGHER

FOIC INSURED

Member FDIC, Hi

igh ield Savings Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collected balance for new personal accounts, The guaranteed rate of 4.60% APY is for accounts with batances of $10,000 and will be paid until January 31, 20
effect at that time, which is 4.60% APY as of 10/08/07. The blended APY for accounts with balances of $50,000 or graater is 4.60%. The biended APY for accourtts with balances of $10,000 to $48,999 will earn 4.60% APY. Accounts with balances up to $9,990 eam 1.00% APY. Fees may reduce sarnings. Ses a banker for FDIC coverage amounts
and transaction fimitatians. Account cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $10,000 minimum’opening deposit is required. Minimum transaction amount of $1¢,000 for withdrawals. Nongualifying transaction fee of §25 each for any withdrawal under $10,000 in a statement pariod. All accounts and services are sublect to Indlvidual approval

problem. Part of the prob-
lem also is people who were
fiscally irresponsible when
they purchased homes they
could not afford. There also
are individuals who are los-
ing their houses through no
fault of their own, but rather a
change in their economic situ-
ation such as losing their job.
There is a new program that
has just been announced that
will help a limited number of
people. ‘

President Bush and the
mortgage industry have
reached an agreement to
provide some relief. It is lim-
ited and applies only to some
homeowners with adjustable-
rate mortgages. For those
who qualify, the interest rate
on their home mortgage will
freeze for the next five vears.
it is important to understand
this is not a government
bailout. The government is
funding this program. This is
merely the government and
the mortgage industry reach-
ing an understanding with
regards to interest rates on
the mortgage.

Many believe they will
gualify for this relief, how-
ever, the devil is in the details.
In order to qualify, you have
to meet the following require-
ments:

1. You must be up to date on
mortgage payments.

2. The mortgage must be

an adjust-
able-rate,
sub-prime.
loan and origi-
nated between
January 2005
-and July 31,
- 2007,

3. The first
adjustment on
the adjustable-
rate mortgage
cannot come

until Jan. 1, 2008,

4. You must be unable to
afford your new monthly pay-
ments.

5. You cannot have more
than 3 percent equity in your
home and your FICO score
must be below 660.

The issue that still needs
to be addressed is even with
temporary relief, can you still
afford the home? Many people,
even without their mortgage
interest rate adjusted upward,
still cannot afford their home.
A good number of the foreclo-
sures to date are people who
couldn’t even afford the first
mortgage payment. So do we
deal with the problem now or
delay it into the future?

I believe for people who
are struggling to make their
house payments and who are
constantly robbing Peter to
pay Paul, the most prudent
and fiscally responsible plan
is to bite the bullet now. Don't
walit, resolve the issue now.

Mone Mattrs

Rick Bloom

When's the last time you had this much
nterest in a savings
To open an account, visit your nearest branch or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

i g

)
accounts

R 2D

APYs accurate as of 10/08/07 and may change befere or after account opening. Offer valid only in Michigan. This offer Is subjest 1o change and may be withdrawn at any time. Charter One 18 & division of RBS {itizens, NA,

& CharterOne ||

Not your typical bank?

anuary 31, 2008, accounts with balances of $10,008 or more will ez the current APY in

T

For those in desperate
financial situation — whether
you qualify for this program
or not — contact your lender
and discuss your options.
Mortgage companies know
that in many cases they took
advantage of individuals and
they are more willing to work
out a solution than in the
past. One solution is a deed
in lieu of foreclosure, where .
youTe basically turning the ¥
house back to the mortgage '
company. Another solution
can be a short sale, where the
proceeds of the sale of the
house extinguish the mort--
gage. Both these solutions
will result in you losing your
home and potentially hurting
your credit, however, there is a
great benefit to gain by getting
your financial house in order. :

The bottom line is if you “
are having financial difficulty ¢
with your home, you must take - |
the initiative. Burying your
head in the sand and hoping
the problem goes away will
not solve the problem. It will
make a solution more dif-
ficult, ‘ 1

Rick Bloom is & fee-only financial iy
adviser, Observer & Eccentric readers
¢an submit questions at moneymat-

ters@hometownlife.com, For more '+
information, visit Rick’s Web site at &
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. |}
You can hear Rick from noon fo 3 p.m. 3
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). -
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Dining winner
and Florine

Mark ‘party’ at

Buddy's Pizza

Anna Reseigh of Rochester

.+ Hills and Florine Mark of

Weight Watchers ate healthy,
talked, danced and got the
recent lunch crowd at Buddy's
in Farmington Hills in a party
mood.

Reseigh was the November

- winner of The Observer &3

Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers
“Dining With the Stars.” Reseigh
was treated to alimo ride, cour-
tesy of All Class Transportation,

- makeover by Utopia Salon &

Spa on Main Streetin Northville

. (hair by Sebastian and makeup
by ILSE), a $100 gift certificate

10 the Reaver Diamond Co. in
Southfield and a dance exhibition

. courtesy of Fred Astaire Dance

Studio in Bloomfield Hills.
“Florine Mark is a remark-
able woman and I would be
deeply honored to dine with
her,” wrote Reseigh in her e-
mail entry. “She has shared
her life with us, with its ups
and downs, so that we may

- meet the challenges we face
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and be the best that we can

be. Her strength and positive
attitude is an inspiration to me
and many women. I would be

“Lunch was great. The win-
ner, Anna Reseigh of Rochester
Hillsis g beautiful very thin
woman. She had a wonderful

. time with Florine,” said Marcy

Brontman of Buddy’s who
organized the “Dining With the
Stars” program. -

“Both Florine and Anna
danced. Florine danced with
Leonid Sidoranko (the male
dancer who took part in the
exhibition} and Anna danced
with Evan Mountain, owner of
Fred Astaire Dance Studio in
Bloomfield Hills, Florine can
dance,” said Brontman. “The
other customers at Buddy's got
into the fun as well.” .

Reseigh said she had a great

time and “loved her makeover.”

Robert Jacobs, owner of
Buddy’s presented Mark with
a $500 check for the ALS

TM UFFYER STAFF,PHDTRAH
November Dining with the Stars winner Anna Reseigh (left) and Florine

Mark of Weight Watchers (right) join Evan Mountain and Leonid Sidoranko of
the Fred Astaire Dance Studio for a quick dance lesson at Buddy's Pizza in
Farmington Hills.

Sclerosis (ALS) is a motor neu-

ron disease, Lou Gehrig first
brought national and interna-
tional attention to the disease
in 1939 when he abruptly
retired from baseball after
being diagnosed with ALS.

Reseigh was among six
finalists in the November
competition. Mark is known
throughout metro Detroit as a
suceessful businesswoman and
philanthropist.

Mark has a “healthy” pizza
named after her on the Buddy's

. menu. It’'s “The Florine Mark

Pizza” with brick/fat-free
cheese blend, spinach, mush-
rooms, diced tomatoes, garlic
and black olives.

Buddy's Pizza reviews all
entries for “Dining With The
Stars” and selects the top four
to five “fan” letters. The stars

BY.KURT KUBAN ..
STAFF WRITER

What does the life and mes-
sage of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. mean to you?

If you are a local middle
school or high school student,
the Canton Public Library,
Friends of the Canton Public
Library and Canton Observer

- want to know what you think

about the great civil rights
leader.

The three : groups are co-
sponsoring 2a Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. essay contest that is
open to all iniddle school and

" high schoolstudents attending

Plymouth-éanton schools or
any school in Canton, including
All Saints, Plymouth Christian
Academy aijd— Agape Christian
Academy. Itis also open to-
Canton residents attendmg
school elsevsfhere

The contést will be dmded
into mlddlegschool (grades 6-8)
and high school (grades 9-12)
categories,’ a,nd winners in each
category-will win U.S, Savmgs
Bonds ($200 for first place; -
$100 for second place; and $50
for honorable mention).

The contest is being held
in conjunction with Canton

. Township's 'a'pnuai Martin

. thrilled to meet her.” Association, the charity ofher  featured for the month make
Reseigh got her wish. choice. Amyotrophic Lateral the final selection. K N Bw : I H E S c ﬂBE
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Detroit Edison is planning $7 million in upgrades to the electrical
system in Plymouth and Canton. Work has aiready begun. Once
completed, it will provide impraved reliability for years to come.

We'll be:

* Repairing or replacmg hundreds of transformers, fuses,
lightning arresters and other pieces of equipment.

* Trimming thousands of trees to reduce power outages. -

* Replacing or reconductoring miles of overhead power lines.
* Inspecting thousands of utility poles to !dentlfy and correct

potential problems.

* Rebalancing the area’s electrical system to prevent overloaded

electrical circuits.

This is all a part of our ongoing commitment to deliver the energy
our customers need, when they need it — today, tomorrow and

into the futurs.

For information on Detroit Edison programs, products and services,

call 8004774747

or visit my.dteenergy.com.

Power

of Your

Community

e=DTE®

Detroil Bdison

Luther King, Jr. celebratlon
held in January.

The idea, according to
library spokesperson Laurie
Golden is to help local students
understand the influence King
had and still has on society.

“We've done the MLK pro-
gram for the last three years.
We really want to get more
involvement in the program,”
Golden said. “We're asking
kids to get involved and think
about Dr. King’s influence and
accomphshments Kids these
days grew up in a generation
without Dr) King and the Civil
Rights Movement.”

Students interested in enter-
ing the contest must choose
one of the two topics for each
age group.

High school {750 1000

words):

# When you look around the
Cantonpommumty, do you see
any relévance to Dr. Martin
Luther King’s dream?

# Dr, Martin Luther King
and Mahatma Gandhi both
practiced some forms of civil
disobedience. In your opinion,
under what conditions is civil

-disobedience morally accept-

able? - .
Mlddle school (500-750
words):

Students can enter Dr. King
essay contest, win U.S. bonds

@ Has Dr. Martin Luther
King's dream been realized?

# If Dr. Martin Luther King

were alive today, what current

issues would he be involved in? -

Submissions must be
received by 9 p.m., Jan. 6. Drop
off or mail to the Canton Public
Library, Attention: Laurie
Golden, 1200 S. Canton Center
Road, Canton, MI 48188.

Essays must be typed, double
spaced, and be original ami

-student’s own creahon No -

electronic submis ons will -
be accepted. Wor - must have
a cover sheet with, student’s
name, address, phone numbér,
grade and school, Place stu- -
dent’s name and phone number
on the top right corner of each
page.

All submissions become

- the property of the Canton
. Public Library and Wﬂl not be
returned, .

Entries may be displayed
in print or on'the Internet by -
the Canton Public Library
or Qbserver & Eccentric
Newspapers. ' ‘
The contest will be judged
by members of the library and
journalists at the Observer.
For more information, please
visit the lbrary’s Web site at
www.cantonpl.org,

SIGANGET
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POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS
The Canton Obsarvar - Publication NO, USPS 663-670 Publishied every Thursday and Sunday.
Periodical postage is pa\d at Livonia, Michigan 48150. ‘

36751 Schnmcra 1, Livonia, Hl 48150

Fax .......(T34) 455-4224

evrenses 800 57T9-SELL (7355)
« 00 (T34) 953-2153

One Day Only!

,, Saturday, December 15th, 2007
Save more by the hour,

. on selected

- Fall & Winter clothing.*

From 9:00am-1:00pm - Save 30% OFF
From 1:00pm-5:00pm - Save 50% OFF
From 5:00pm-8:00pm - Save 70% OFF

Eee upona child
5804 N. Sheldon Rd.

Canton, MI 48187

734-459-6669
OUACinCantonMi@earthlink.net

* Other discounts or coupons cannot be used on clearance items. Not applicable
to prior purchases or gift cards /certificates. All sales final.
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