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Suspects bound over on 2 counts

DETRCI" P O I PHOTOS

Isam Ayyash, a 17-year-old Churchill High School student, testified defendant
Jean Pierre Orlewicz called him to come help move the body of the victim,
26-year-old Daniel Sorensen.

'Complete chaos'
Thankful explosion survivor

recounts harrowing experience

BY BRAD KADRICH

STAFF WRITER

When Jean Pierre Orlewicz
and Alexander Letkemann
stand trial later this month in
Wayne County Circuit Court,
they'll only be facing one life
sentence instead of two in the
Nov. 7 death of 26-year-old
Daniel Sorensen.

After a preliminary hearing
Friday in 35th District Court,
the defendants, charged with
killing and beheading Sorensen
and then disposing of his body,
were bound over by Judge
Michael Gerou on one count
of first-degree, premeditated
murder and one count of

mutilating a corpse. The mur-
der charge carries a mandatory
life sentence without parole;
the mutilation charge is a 10-
year felony.

Orlewicz, 17, of Plymouth
Township and Letkemann,
18, of Westland are scheduled
to be arraigned at the Frank
Murphy Hall of Justice in
Detroit Dec. 14.

A third count — felony
murder — was dismissed by
Gerou. It was based on the
idea Orlewicz stole a gun from
Sorensen, but Gerou ruled
because the theft occurred
after the murder, it didn't meet

Please see COUNTS, A2

Jean Pierre Orlewicz of Plymouth
Township, charged in the death of
Daniel Sorensen, listens to testimony
during his preliminary hearing Friday
in 35th District Court.

Alexander Letkemann of Westland
(left) and his attorney, Raymond
Cassar of Farminqton Hills, listen
to testimony during a preliminary
hearing Friday in 35th District Court
in Plymouth.

BY KURT KUBAN

STAFF WRITER

They come one after another
— cars carrying people who
want to get a glimpse of what
is left of Dave and Jan Goble's
home on Waterview Court.

A natural gas leak caused
their home to explode on the
morning of Nov. 19, leaving it
and just about everything they
own in wreckage.

On Thursday afternoon,
Dave Goble watched the cars
pull up to the house, stop for
a moment, and then pull away
— typically with the occupants
shaking their head in disbelief.
As Goble looks at the mangled
3,500-square-foothome, he is
also amazed. A little more than
a week earlier he was trapped
underneath the debris in a

scene he describes as "complete
chaos."

Both he and his wife, who
are both 64, were inside the
home when it blew up. He was
on the first floor sending e-
mails on his computer.

"I remember there was an
explosion, and then the second
floor was essentially on top of
me," said Goble, who is retired
from DuPont.

Miraculously, Dave walked
out of the wreckage with just
a few cuts, bruises and minor
burns. His wife, Jan, wasn't
as lucky. She was blown out of
the house, and buried under a
ceiling truss and other debris.
She can't remember exactly
where she was when the explo-
sion occurred, though they

Please see EXPLOSION, A8
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guy?
Lilly Lambordo,
8 months old, of
Canton, visits
Santa for the first
time during the
Canton tree lighting
ceremony on
Wednesday evening.
Hundreds of families

fi s n o w e d u P f o r t h e

k annualevent*For
the story and more

•*• photos, piease see
page A3.

PHOTO

Oakwood looking at another Canton site
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

For what it's worth, some
residents are ready to welcome
Oakwood into their neighbor-
hood. That is, if the Dearborn-
based health care system goes
beyond eyeing a vacant parcel
on the west side of Beck Road
north of Michigan Avenue.

Canton Community Planner
Jeff Goulet said Oak\vood is look-
ing at the land as a possible loca-
tion for a full-service hospital
The property is zoned industrial
and is slated for warehouses.

"Two warehouses (on
Michigan Avenue) have already
been built and 140 acres is
left," Goulet said, adding that
Oakwood hasn't submitted any
paperwork to the township.
"Nothing is official."

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
What do you think about
Oakwood building a hospital on
Beck, north of Michigan Avenue?
Send an e-mail to kkuban®
hometownlife.com.

Paula Rivera-Kerr, Oakwood
spokesperson, said the health
care corporation is looking at
several potential sites, includ-
ing a few in Canton.

"We are still very interested
in expanding our services in
the (township). We are work-
ing cooperatively with Canton
but no site has been specifi-
cally identified," she said. "We
are going to take our tim£ and
make sure all the right pieces
are in place."

The Beck Road property is

less than a mile south of where
Oakwood previously proposed
building a 650,000-square-
foot medical facility. That pro-
posal was denied in April, and
was met with vehement criti-
cism from hundreds of home-
owners adjacent to the 88-acre
property on the northwest cor-
ner of Beck and Geddes.

In looking at a site closer
to Michigan Avenue, Goulet
said Oakwood appears to be
responding to resident sugges-
tions that it build off the major
thoroughfare.

"I am sure there would be
some homeowners that still
have some concerns," he said.

Tom Jones says he wouldn't
be among that crowd.

"I have no problem with
Oakwood building here," said
Jones, who lives in Chatterton

Square, one of the three subdi-
visions adjacent to the vacant
site off of Beck Road. "I had no
problem with them wanting
to build (at Beck and Geddes)
either. I think a hospital would
be a great asset."

Tiffany Karol, a Woodlands
of Chatterton Village hom-
eowner, agreed.

"How much more convenient
could that be," she said. "I
would be comfortable with a
hospital here."

Kevin Jones, who moved
into the Woodlands in May,
expressed some reservation
about the possible project.

"That would definitely dis-
turb the tranquility of the
neighborhood," he said.

Chatterton Square hom-
eowner association president
Arlene Ladell said she's trying

£

BltL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The possible hospital site backs up to a subdivision along Beck Road, south
of Geddes and north of Michigan Avenue.

to view the potential develop- thing to fight with besides the
ment in a good light. buffer zone," she said.

"The land is zoned industrial
so I don't think we have any- tiparks@hometownlife.com | {734) 459-2700
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Bf8adway performer -
coming to Village

Broadway sensation, Michael
Cavanaugh, will take the
stage for oife night only at
the Village Theater at Cherry
Mill on Saturday, Dec. 22, at 8
p:m. Kjoown^or his vocal and
keyboard talents, Michael was
hand picked by singer Billy Joel
tq,?tat in the Broadway musical
Aiopin'Out. For three yjears and
close to 1,200 performances,
he played the role of the piano
man and received numerous
accolades for his performances,

Michael Cavanaugh

which culminated in both
Grammy and Tony award nom-
inations.

Tickets are only $40 per
person for all seats and are
conveniently available online.

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD
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There is no additional charge to'
purchase online tickets, seats
are guaranteed for late arrival
and you can even print your
e-ticket at home to avoid box
office lines.

To purchase tickets or for
more information, visit www.
canton-mi.org/villagetheater.
Tickets can also be purchased
at Summit on the Park by
phone at (734) 394-5460 or in
person. To purchase tickets at
the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill box office, stop by during
box office hours: Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Friday
and Saturday, 7-9 p-mu and
Sunday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. The
Village Theater ticket office
will also be open one hour prior
to each performance.

For more information on
this performance, visit www.
canton-mi.org/villagetheater or
call (734) 394-5460.

Women wanted
The goal of the Canton

Business & Professional
Women (BPW) is to promote
full participation, equity and
economic self-sufficiency for
America's working women.

The group is seeking mem-
bers who are looking for leader-
ship development, informative
programs, business contacts
networking opportunities,
mentor relationships, friend-
ships, community awareness,
professional growth, politi-
cal advocacy, and a voice in
women's issues. The group will
host a holiday celebration from
6-8:30 p.m., Dec. 10 at Rose's
Restaurant, 201N. Canton
Center Road. The guest speaker
will be Judy Ellis of First Step.
The group will be present-
ing First Step with donations
from their Wish List. For More
Information please contact
Irene Psilis via e-mail at Irene.
Psilis@ncmc.com or by phone
at (734) 981-7810. You must
RSVP to attend this meeting.

COUNTS
FROM PAGE A1

artists
The application deadline for
the Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society's Youth Artist Competition
is Monday, Jan. 21. The competition
is scheduled to take place Sunday,
Feb. 3, at Evola Music, 7170 N.
Haggerty Road, Canton. Since
1978, this competition has offered
music scholarships to the youth
in these areas. The competition is
composed of three divisions: SENIOR
INSTRUMENTAL (grades 10-12),
SENIOR PIANO (grades 10-12), and
JUNIOR COMBINED (grades 7-9).
Applicants must be piano, band or
orchestra students residing in one
of the following school districts:
Clarenceville, Livonia, Northvilfe,
Novi, Plymouth-Canton, Van Buren
(Belleville) or Wayne-Westland.
Members of the Celebration Youth
Orchestra or students at Evola Music
are also eligible. The distribution of
scholarship funds for the first place
winners in each division is Senior
Instrumental, $500; Senior Piano,
$500; and Junior Combined, $250.
Applications, available through the
Plymouth Canton Symphony Society,
are due by Jan. 21. For an application
or further information, contact Jane
Libbing, (734) 451-2112 or by e-mail
at jane@plymouthsymphony.org.
Applications are also available on
the Plymouth Symphony Web site at
www.plymouthsymphony.org

TAX PROBLEMS?
.\c\vr Talk to TheIR& -;~~

M l , w I j \ Ki'selution Services of Michigan.
• Remove Liens/Levies
*Audit Representation
* Innocent Spouse Relief

M)tu. III *
<»*'*' -l 'unlu Wtement

Michigan's statutory require-
ment.

Evidence introduced at
Friday's hearing also showed
the murder was allegedly sup-
posed to happen a day earlier.
According to a statement
given by Letkemann to Canton
Township police, Orlewicz
had arranged for a meeting
at his grandfather's Canton
home on Tuesday, Nov. 6, with
Sorensen.

For an unspecified reason,
according to Letkemann's
statement, Orlewicz "aborted"
the plan. In his statement,
introduced into evidence dur-
ing the testimony of Canton
Police Detective Michael
Steckel, Letkemann noted
Sorensen had been dropped
off by an unknown driver, and
speculated Orlewicz worried
that driver would know the site
where Sorensen would have
been last seen alive.

In a taped conversation
Letkemann had with Canton
police Sgt. Rick Pomorski and
Steckel on Nov. 10, Letkemann
said Orlewicz got Sorensen
to come back out on Nov. 7
and, after Sorensen used the
bathroom, the trio went into
the garage. Letkemann, in his
conversation with police, said
he entered the garage first,
followed by Sorensen, with
Orlewicz bringing up the rear.

"(Orlewicz) shut the door
behind us and then just did
it," said Letkemann, who said
in a written statement that
Orlewicz cut Sorensen's throat
from behind, then stabbed
him. "I don't know why he
killed him."

While Wayne County
Prosecutor Kym Worthy said
initially, at a Nov. 12 press con-
ference, that this was a "thrill
killing" and had nothing to do
with money, evidence intro-
duced Friday suggested just
the opposite.

In his written and taped
statements, Letkemann
told police he agreed to help
Orlewicz because he owed

the younger teen $100. And
Ashleigh Scarlett, 23 of
Livonia, a friend of Sorensen's,
testified the victim told her
the afternoon he died he was
meeting "J.P." and expected to
collect $3,000 for an unspeci-
fied "job."

The hearing also featured
the first public appearance
of "Izzy," the third "person of
interest" Worthy mentioned at
her press conference. "Izzy" is
a nickname for Isam Ayyash, a
17-year-old Liyonia Churchill
High School student who
testified Friday that he was
called to the scene by Orlewicz
to help dispose of Sorensen's
body.

"(Orlewicz) asked me to
come to his grandfather's
house because he needed help
lifting a body into a truck,"
Ayyash testified. "I walked in
and asked, 'Is this a joke?1 and
they said,'no.'"

Ayyash, granted immunity
by the Wayne County prosecu-
tor for his involvement, testi-
fied Orlewicz asked him to
give him his clothing. When
asked why, Ayyash testified,
"Because his were covered in
blood."

Other witnesses included the
manager of the ACO Hardware
store at Joy and Main, who
testified she saw Letkemann
in the store two days before the
murder, looking at items in the
tool aisle; a 19-year-old cashier
at the same store who testified
Orlewicz bought four bottles
of Drano in two separate trips
to the store; and Sorensen's ,
20-year-old girlfriend, who
testified that she who drove
Sorensen to Orlewicz's grand-
father's Canton home the day
before the murder.

Letkemann's attor-
ney, Raymond Cassar of
Farmington Hills, argued his
client was guilty of nothing
more than being an accessory
after the fact because he didn't,
participate in the actual kill-
ing, but Gerou dismissed that
notion and bound Letkemann
over on both charges.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(734)459-2700
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-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meafs A Day
-On Cail Nurse Practitioner
-Planned Activities

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
-Medication Management
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-Incontinence Management
-Beauty & Barber Shop

"v CANTON

8121 Liitey, Located between Joy & Warren Roads

¥ALTOWGDD
AT CARRIAGE PARK
Redefining Retirement Living

Residents of Waltonwood are collecting
non-parishable food items to share with

St. Mary's Outreach Center.

Donations are being collected

December 4th-l 9th, 2007
at

Waltonwood Carriage Park
2000 N. Canton Center Road • Canton

Help us make the Holiday brighter!
For further information, call 734-844-3D6O

December 3-15

Save 10%
when you book any
trip thru AAA $nd

NWA WoHdVnations
between

December 3rd~8tb

HELP YOUR
LOCAL CHARITY

by donating cold-weather items
such as coats, hats, gloves,
scarves & blankets at AAA,

Enter to win Prizes! See your

AAA Travel Agent for details.
£500 Travel Certificate * Pistons or Red Wings tickets-

AAA Livonia Branch
37383 Six Mile
800-851-9691

AAA Canton Branch
2017 N. Canton Center Rd.

800-844-0424

ACCELERATING U
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Lighting up the holidays
Hundreds of families turn out
for township's holiday party

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Twinkling lights, Cobo
Hall, Santa Claus, the Detroit
Opera House and thousands of
Canton kids.

The township's annual tree
lighting celebration took off
Wednesday evening with hun-
dreds of families making their
way to Summit on the Park.

"I think this is great," Canton
resident Lelia Fritz said as her
two young children watched
other tikes climb onto jolly
Old Saint Nick's lap and pose
for pictures. "Something has
always stopped us from coming
before so this is our first year
here and my kids are having a
great time."

The event, which was
themed "A Merry Motor City
Tree Lighting," featured several
signs that declared Detroit
landmarks such as Hart Plaza
and the Detroit Institute of
Arts. Other signs highlighted
well-known events like the

Woodward Avenue Dream
Cruise.

Members of the Dancin' Feet
dance company performed in
the "Fox Theatre" and in order
to get to Santa Claus, attend-
ees crossed the "Ambassador
Bridge."

As strollers and giddy chil-
dren crowded the hallways
of the Summit, others braved
the nighttime air to witness
the tree lighting. While there
was some applause from the
crowd of children when Canton
Township Supervisor Tom Yack
and members of the Township
Board were announced, the
most rousing welcome was
given to Paws, a mascot for the
Detroit Tigers.

Once Yack explained that the
tree needed "crowd power" in
order to light up, the children
screamed and then a chorus of
"ooh" broke out as the multi-
colored lights began to shine.

"This is our second time here
and my girls really like the tree
lighting and the crafts," said

PHOTOS BY DONALD J. ALLEY

Conor and Cate Weelan, both age 3,

decorate Christmas cookies with the

help of parents Sean and Kerie, of

Canton.

Briget Verdugo of Canton. Her
three daughters, ages 3,5 and
6, also got a thrill out of deco-
rating their own cookies. "They
put so much icing on them."

Penny Fasecas attended
the festivities with her grand-
children and said she was
impressed by the organization
of the event.

"The tree lighting was abso-
lutely beautiful and now they
are standing in line ready to
talk to Santa," she said. "This is
wonderful."

KNOW THE SCORE
check: out the numbers in

Canton Township Supervisor Tom Yack (far right) lights up the holiday tree,
while getting a little help from Trustees Todd Caccamo, Melissa McLaughlin,
Todd LaJoy, and their families.

htMT lUI 111*1

ho met (*<.i m.

Sl'llliTS
sort:nn

Featuring Magician

Chris Clark
As Seen on The Rachael Ray Show

11 a.m., Sat., Dec. 15% 2007

Sacred Heart Byzantine

Catholic Church

Z9125 W. Six Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48152
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PEACE OF MIND WITH FDIC INSURANCE

Our new High Yield Savings Account ensures your money is working hard for you. And our 4.60'3

APY is guaranteed all the way through January 31,2008: So, if quality returns for the saving

portion of your portfolio are something you're looking for, look no further than Charter On<

To learn more, visit your nearest branch, go to charterone.com or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

Not your typical bank?

Member FDIC. High Yield Savings Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collected balance for new personal accounts. The guaranteed rate of 4.60% APY is for
aGODunts with balances of $10,000 and will be paid until January 31,2003. After January 31,2008, accounts with balances of $10,000 or more will earn the current APY in
effect at that time, which is 4.60% APY as of 10/24/07. The blended APY for accounts with balances of $50,000 or greater is 4.60%, The blended APY for accounts with balances
of $10,000 to $49,993 will earn 4.60% APY. Accounts with balances up to $9,999 will earn 1.00% APY. Fees may reduce earnings. See a banker for FDIC coverage amounts
and transaction limitations. Account cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $10,000 minimum opening deposit Is required. Minimum transaction amount of $10,000
for withdrawals. Nonqualifying transaction fee of $25 each for any withdrawal under $10,000 in a statement period. All accounts and services are subject to individual approval.
APYs accurate as of 10/24/07 and may change before or after account opening. Offer valid only in Michigan. This offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn at any time.

Charter One is a division of RBS Citizens, N A

Above, Alexis Kelm, 3, and
Madison Witt, 8, both from
Canton, visit Thunder, a real
reindeer, tended by Tammy
Taconelli of South Lyon. At left,-
professional storyteller Debra
Christian of Plymouth entertains
the crowd, including Wendee
Giovanelli, and tier daughters
Sophie Rose, age 7, and Kari
Lynn, age 9, of Canton.

The most important event in our 90-year history

Be one of the first to select from an incomparable
collection of quality diamonds, fine jewellery, precious

gems, Swiss watches and gifts culled from the
- *\ 1 Schubot vault, private collections and

the newest designs just purchased
for the holiday season!"
*\tthe conclusion of this spectacular event, Douglas
and Svdell Schubot will pass the operation of Schubot
Jeweller* to their son Brian, who will continue to build

onthrDO year tradition at fulesR.Schubot P*&*

Across Coolidge from The Somerset Collection
•:>•-• ~.^-- 3001 West Big Beaver Road • Troy, MI 48084 • 1-800-SCHUBOI

Extended store hours Mon. - Sat., 10;00am to 6:00pm... Now open Sundays, 12:011 nmti

*We are required to exclude certain watch brands and designers from this event.

(lllpill ' '

* * Great Gift Ideas:
Curio Cabinets • Swing Rockers

Leather Recliners • Writing Desks
File Cabinets * Bar Stools • Lamps • Coa*

Trees* Bookcases • Hope Chests
• Plant Stands • Etc
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32104 Plymouth Road • Livonia
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Meeting will
focus on
airport noise

Willow Run Airport staff and
the consultant team of Barnard
Dunkdberg & Company will
hold the first in a series of pub-
lic information meetings on
the Willow Run Airport Part
150 Noise Compatibility Study
5-7p.m., Tuesday Dec. 4 at the
Holiday Inn Express, 461 North
1-94 Service Drive in Van Buren
Township.

The purpose of the first '*.
meeting is to provide informa-
tion to the public about the
Part 150 Noise Compatibility
Study process and to identify
specific noise concerns of the
public. The open house format
of this meeting will provide
information stations distrib-
uted around the meeting room.
There will not be a formal

WILLOW RUN NOISE MEETING
When: 5-7 p.m., Dec. 4
Where: Holiday Inn Express, 461
N. I-94 Service Drive, Van Buren
Township
Who: Willow Run Airport staff
will discuss new study meant to
reduce noise around the Wayne
County-owned airport.

Resumes roll in for school post

CANTON CINEMA
Gooitkfc Tiolwt Khwrie A Tickets Onllns

Al ITY www.flflTI.cam
Ford fld.

1 Mile West of IKEsA

DETROIT'S BEST

MOVIE DEAL
ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

$6.50
ALL SEATS

IXCf PT ADULT EVE.
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0 ENCHANTED (PQ)
11:00,1:30,4:00,6:55,9:15
FRI/SATLS 11:35
O THE MIST (R)
11:00,1:40,4:35,7:30,10:00
MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPORIUM
(G) 12:20. 2;30,4:50, 7:10, 9:20
FRI/SATLS 11:40
BEOWULF (PQ-13)
11:26,1:55,4:86,7:15,9:50
FltEDClAUS(PG)
11:30,2:00,4:30,7:05,9:40

• BEE MOVIE (PQ)
3i1:15,1:50,4:2D,6;50,9:05

FRI/SATL8 11:15

11:43,3:00,6:20,9:30

m MOVIE __
G I F T C A R D S E
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presentation. However, airport
staff and the consultant team
will be available to listen to
citizen comments and answer
questions about the study.

The federally-funded study,
now in the initial phase, is
being conducted to iden-
tify and evaluate current and
future noise effects caused by
aircraft operations at Willow
Run Airport.

"This public workshop is the
first of several opportunities
for public involvement in the
Part 150 process. The Airport
Authority elected to initi-
ate this voluntary study in an
effort to be a good neighbor
to communities surround-
ing Willow Run. Input from
residents of these communities
is vital to the success of the
study," said Lester Robinson,
CEO of the Wayne County
Airport Authority.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The superintendent of a
school district about the size
of one of Plymouth-Canton's
middle schools, and a former
New York Yankees executive
turned school teacher, are the
first to file online applications
to become the next superin-
tendent of Plymouth-Canton
Schools.

The Board of Education
this week heard from Roger
Garvelink, senior consultant
with the search firm Hazard,
Young, Attea and Associates,
that seven people applied for
the position through the HYA
Web site, with two of the can-
didates dropping out shortly
.afterward.

"One is presently superin-
tendent in a district of 864
students, which represents
three communities, who has
a Harvard degree," Garvelink
told P-CCS trustees. "I found
out (the second candidate)
worked for the New York
Yankees before he was fired,

and is now a second-year mid-
dle school teacher."

HYA is hopeful of generat-
ing more interest for the posi-
tion from a recently published
ad in Bducation Week. HYA
representatives plan to submit
a short list of. candidates to
the Board of Education by Jan.
21, with interviews of finalists
slated for Jan. 28-30, about a
month before Superintendent
Jim Ryan plans to retire.

"Nationally, Michigan
doesn't have the best reputa-
tion in terms of our financial
condition," said Garvelink,
who is a former superinten-
dent of Birmingham Schools.
"That's a hurdle we'll encoun-
ter, and we'll give bur best
sales pitch. But, it does mean
that we'll have to work harder
to get the attention of candi-
dates from other states."

Garvelink and Randolph
Tinder, a consultant asso-
ciate with HYA, also pre-
sented trustees findings
of the Leadership Profile
Assessment, data obtained
from focus groups and ques-

olemaris
arm Corner of Holmes & Ridge flrf.

(1 blk, Wast of & Michigan Ava.)
(734)483-17$

10 VARIETIES OF PREMIUM
CHRISTMAS TREES up to 15 FT. TALL

from $ m £500
A little better tree...

for a little less money!
Many Beautiful Wreaths

& Roping Available

tionnaires during two days
in October, which included
input from several hundred
Plymouth-Canton Schools
administrators, faculty, par-
ents, support staff and com-
munity members.

"They want an account-
able, collaborative educational
leader of unquestioned integ-
rity, with exceptional com-
munication, interpersonal and
organizational/management
skills," read the HYA report.
"The successful candidate
should be a decisive leader
with strong organizational
and management skills... vis-
ible in the schools, enjoy inter-
acting with students and staff,
be involved in the community
and develop positive working
relationships with state and
local officials, business and
community groups and agen-
cies. The individual should
be a personable, accessible,
open-minded leader who seeks
dialogue with staff, students,
parents and the community,
keeps them well informed
and responds to inquiries in a
timely, forthright manner."

The qualifications sound
very similar to those possessed
by Ryan.

"They would like the public
relations skills and visibility
that Dr. Ryan has shown," said
Garvelink.

"When I talked to admin-
istrators, particularly in the
central office, they would like
the person around more and
give them a little more direc-
tion."

Tinder said he was surprised
most groups didn't express
expectation the next superin-
tendent have experience in a
large district.

"You don't walk into a school

district with 20,000 students
never having done it before,
or at least having been a very
high-placed assistant super-
intendent in a large district of
similar size," Tinder said. "All
the other characteristics, com-
munication and visibility, were
more important, with many
believing the new person could
overcome that (experience)."

Board President Judy
Mardigian said she would
most likely prefer a candidate
that possessed experience in a
larger district.

"When you're in a very small
district, I think there's an
advantage of being a jack-of-
all-trades and doing a lot of
the work," Mardigian said.
"The disadvantages come
when you have to deal with
multiple municipalities, a larg-
er number of buildings, more
stakeholder groups... just the
complexity... you've got to
have enough experience."

Among the district's
strengths, according to the
groups interviewed, are good
communication with the com-
munity, high expectations for
achievement, excellent staff,
tradition of excellence and the
high school park.

Perceived by the groups
as district challenges are
attracting and retaining high
quality teachers, the district's
financial picture, growth and
its impact on class size and
successful management of the
growing diversity of the stu-
dent population.

The entire HYA report
can be viewed on Plymouth-
Canton Schools Web site at
www.pccs.kl2.mi.us.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700

BARNETT
5 5 Roofing and Siding Inc. 5 5

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Certainteed Seiect Shingle Roofer

Duro-rLast Elite Roofer Award Winner
Professional Roofer Advisory Council

Family Owned and Operated for Over 45 Years

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122

of "Laughing, Exploring & Learnin

• Healthy breakfast or morning snack, lunch and afternoon snack

(Vegetarian options available)

• Enrichment programs available

• Transportation to private and public schools

• Weekly tuition rates

• Educating and nurturing children In the community for over 20 years

We are exceptionally proud of our programs.that inspire a love of learning, and our teachers
who partner with you to ensure your child grows up happy and confident.

In fact, we're so proud that we want you and your child to experience it, too, Come in for a tour
of our centers and we'll arrange for your child to spend a day with us, free!

TODDLERS

PRESCHOOL

PREKINDERGARTEN

SCHOOL AGE
LEARNING CENTERS

A hiamttei o! Knowledge LearrWiss<«fpwation*

Westland KinderCare
37703 Joy Rd
734.455.1950

Canton KinderCare
44212 Cherry Hill Rd
734.981.4774

f Canton South KinderCare
211 N. Lilley Rd
734.981.1158

Plymouth Canton KinderCare
7437 Sheldon Rd
734.459.2888

•New families only Offer cannot be usetl in conjunction with any other offers or discounts and is subject co center participation, age acceptance and space availability
Program availability varies by center See Center Director for additional details,

• • • « * •
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Emergency fund, Roth IRA are solid savings options
Dear Rick: My wife and I
are able to save about $300
a month. I want to use the
money to pay down on our
mortgage. My wife wants to
invest in a Roth IRA. We
have a 30-year mortgage at 5
percent. We are in our early
30s and are both funding
our 40l(k) accounts through
work. We have no money in
savings, no children and our
goals are retirement. What do
you recommend?

I prefer a Roth IRA.
However, there is another
action to consider. I believe
everyone needs to establish an
emergency fiind of money prior
to beginning an investment
program. The fiind allows

you to have
immediate
access to
money without
being forced to
sell long-term
investments.
For example,
with the
market that
we're currently
in it's certainty
not a good time

to sell.
If an investor needed

money and did not have an
emergency fund, they may (
have no alternative but to sell
investments at the wrong time.

The one thing that makes an
investor successful is the ability

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

to have options. If you had
an emergency fund of money,
you could always access it
immediately if needed. Having
an emergency fiind protects
your other investments.

I recommend you establish
an emergency fiind of money
with the $300 per month. A
proper emergency fund is
three to six months of living
expenses, Someone more on the
aggressive side can have a three-
month emergency fund while
someone more conservative
may feel more comfortable with
a six-month fund.

The money should be kept
in money-market accounts,
short-term or ultra short-term
bond funds and short term

CDs. Emergency funds don't
necessarily pay the highest rates
of return, because liquidity and
access is the primary goal.

Once the emergency fund has
been established, then I prefer
the Roth IRA option versus
paying down on the mortgage.
When you consider the financial
implications of each, I think
it. is clear that the Roth IRA is
the most fiscally responsible
alternative.

When you use excess money
to pay down a mortgage, the
return on that investment is
the reduction of principal and
the interest that it saves. The
interest saved is the return on
your investment.

In your case, the mortgage is

New online service helps students compare credits
BY HUGH GALLAGHER

STAFF WRITER

One of the biggest frustra-
tions for students transferring
from one college to another
is trying to determine which
credits and how many credits
will transfer from one institu-
tion to another.

The problem was highlight-
ed in the report by the Cherry
Commission on postsecondary
education chaired by Lt. Gov.
John Cherry. The commission
proposed creation of a "trans-
fer wizard."

A new online service draw-
ing on information from 50
colleges was launched Nov.
8 to provide a one-stop site
for comparing equivalent
courses. The site — www.
michigantransfernetwork.org
— is a collaboration between
the Michigan Association
of College Registrar and
Admissions Officers and
Michigan State University. It
was launched at the annual
meeting of the association.

"We got together with
Michigan State and they
said we could do this and not
spend millions of dollars," said
Howard Shanken, registrar
at Grand Rapids Community
College and president of
the association. "MACRAO
worked with Michigan State to
get a full-time programmer. In
February of this year, Kristin

Schuette of Michigan State
began to work on it."

The Michigan Transfer
Network is still a work in
progress, but Shanken said
more than 50 colleges have
loaded or are loading their
courses into the program. He
said 550,000 courses are listed
on the site.

"Say I'm at Henry Ford
Community College and
thinking of transferring to
Wayne or Michigan State. I
have a psychology course and
I'm not sure if it will trans-
fer. I can confirm a course in
advance or find out if a course
is full," Shanken said. "This
reduces the errors students
will have when transferring
from one institution to anoth-
er and that can become very
expensive."

Donna Nordman, director of
counseling and career services
at Schoolcraft College, said the
service is a great tool for trans-
ferring students.

"I think it's a good thing for
students, providing a place
where students can go, one
place, to look up multiple col-
leges," she said.

Laurie Snyder, transfer coor-
dinator at Schoolcraft, said it
has been frustrating for stu-
dents who haven't been able to
get the information they want
when they want it.

"If you were a transferring
student, you'd have to go to

Large Array ofAAftv £
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NORTHVILLE RECREATION CENTER at
HILLSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Sheldon/Center

NORTHVILLE
Admission $2.00 No Baby Strollers

Promoters: Colleen O'Sullivan and Megan 0 Sullivan
P.O. Box 87444 - Canton, Ml 48187 - Tel. (734) 459-0)50

Email: handcraftersunitd@yahoo.com
www.handcraftersunSimited.com

each school's Web site. Now
you can go search by class you
want to take, school you're
transferring to and school
you're transferring from," she
said.

Nordman said transferring
from Schoolcraft hasn't been
a problem but this service will
make it easier.

"Our courses transfer quite
readily as do "our degrees," she
said. "We line them up with
other universities as we did
many years ago."

Shanken said the association
is planning to add Advanced
Placement and college level
examination program equiva-
lents for high school students
entering college.

Snyder, who attended the
association meeting where
the service was introduced,
said that phase two will give
students a better idea of how
individual courses fit into a
college's overall program.

She said MACRAO provides
guidelines for which core
courses transfer most easily.
Schoolcraft also advises stu-
dents in its catalog about core
courses.

"If we can get all the schools
on, it will be a very useful
tool," she said.

hgallagher@hometownlife.com
{734)953-2149

Simply Self Storage

. Notice is hereby given that on December 13th, 2007 on or after 9:30
a.m. that Simply Self Storage will be offering for sale under the
Judicial lien Process by Public Auction the following units. The
goods to be sold are generally described as household goods. Terms
of the sale are cash only. Simply Self Storage reserves the right to
refuse any and all bids. The sale will be at the following location:
34333 E Michigan Ave. Wayne MI. 48184. 734-728-8204.

/Tracey Jackson C185 - Household items

Bernard Kulas Jr C109 - tools, pressure washer, lawn equipment

Theresa Skowronski D104-couch, dresser, table

Neakia Perry B128 - household items

Trina Haskins E134 - aquarium, big screen tv, household
appliances

Gwendolyn Hill A273 - Household appliances, Totes, boxes

Publish: December 2 & 9,2007
OE08S73119-Sli3

Brent, Terry, Hunter and Julie Miller

BILL BROWN
32222 Plymouth Rd. Livonia

(between Merriman and Farmington Roads)

We are proud
to have

JULIE & TERRY
Join our

award-winning
sales staff

734-421-7000

irook ^eafre

- December 23rd, 2007
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at 5 percent and tax deductible.
Most people find themselves
in the 28 percent bracket, that
means the after-tax cost of a 5
percent mortgage is (5 percent
x 0.28 percent = 1.4 percent and
5 percent -1.4 percent = 3.6
percent) 3.6 percent.

The issue is can you earn
more than 3.6 percent by
investing money long term into
a Roth IRA. I think it's a.slam
dunk and you will earn more
than 3.6 percent. Coordinate
the Roth with what you have in
the 40l(k) plan.

I recommend people fully
fund a Roth IRA even before
investing in a salary deferral
program such as a 4Ol(k).

Not only can people who are

presently working contribute
to a Roth IRA but those not
working and who do not
have earned income can take
advantage of a Roth IRA by
converting an existing IRA.

Bottom line is that a Roth
IRA is the best tax shelter
available. After all, you can
virtually invest in anything that
you choose and all the income
grows tax free for as long as you
want.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observers Eccentric
readers can submit questions at
moneymatters@hometownlife.com.
For more information, visit Rick's Web
site at www.bloomassetmanagement.
com. You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. '

PI ike's
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OPEN
MON.-SAT.

9-9
SUN.

38000 Ann Arbor Rd,
Livonia
|734| 464-0330 f

Your Meat A Deli
Supermarket f v£ . :

| Mike's Marketplace
FANTASTIC
SAVINGS!

\ Sale Starts Monday Dec. 3rd - 9th

\ ...v Fresh Skinless Boneless

CHICKEN $ 1 9 !
BREAST 1 b

Family Pack

\ : >> Fresh Ground Beef

199
GHDGK

Pack

ROAST V ?
Pack

BUTTERFLY S Q 9
PORK CROPS

Lean Boneless

STEW $ 9 9

USDA Lean Boneless

SIRLOIN $ 9 9 9
STEAK 3

Oven Ready

\ . STUFFED $04
PORK CHOPS fi ib.

Lean Boneless

CUBE $999
STEAK fi

Fresh Ground Beet _ _

GROUND $ 9 3 !
SIRLOIN

Family Pack
Ib

From The

ib.Tiekefe 248-377-3300 onliae ̂  mblhecilre.eoin
space donated by The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers I Check OUt Website lot additional Specials! MikeS-markelptace.COm

Fresh Sliced

OVEN ROASTED
TURKEY BREAST
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For directions to Poughkeepsie,
all roads lead to

• * »
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For an insurance quote,
got you covered.

To book a relaxing vacation,
sit yourself by

v

Personal attention can be the difference between dreaming about vacation and actually taking one.
Between insurance that simply insures and coverage that reassures too. At AAA, we're your club—not
just another company. And our employees make all the difference.

FOR INSURANCE
& MEMBERSHIP:

41804 FORD RD.-CANTON
734-981-5100

1472 SHELDON RD. • PLYMOUTH
734-451-4501

FOR INSURANCE, TRAVEL
AGENCY & MEMBERSHIP:

2017 N. CANTON CENTER RD. • CANTON
734-844-0146

Insurance underwritten by Auto Club Insurance Association family of companies.

Ex-Novi city manager
takes aim at McCotter

, BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

Longtime Novi City Manager
Edward Kriewall, 66, is seek-
ing the Democratic nomina-
tion in the 11th Congressional
District to challenge incum-
bent Republican Thaddeus
McCotter, who is expected to
seek a fourth term, in the 2008
election.

Thomas Spencer, a
Methodist lay minister and Air
Force veteran, announced his
candidacy for the Democratic
nomination two weeks ago.

"I see myself as a change
agent and I'm not going to be a
follow-the-leader congressman
when I get there," Kriewall
said. "I think that's one of the
problems with the Legislature
that exists now. They tend to go
along with what the president
says."

Kriewall was Novi city
manager from 1974 to 2000.
He began working for Novi in
1969 as a public works super-
intendent and was director of
public works and interim city
manager before becoming city
manager.

"I was there when they went
through most of their growth,"
Kriewall said. "It was very
exciting and very tough. We
went from 9,000 population
to almost 50,000. We actually
led the state in growth through

Kriewall

most of that
time."

Kriewall
said he was
involved in the
development
oftheM-5
Haggerty Road
connector,
the Novi Expo
Center and, as.

an administrative assistant,
coordinated the development
of Twelve Oaks Mall.

"I understand govern-
ment and what drives people,
department heads," he said.

"A lot of the time they are
looking for more funding than
they need and you've got to see
through that. I believe
you could cut government
spending by 10 percent right
offthebat."

Kriewall is a licensed builder.
After retiring as city manager,
he developed a condominium
development in Tecumseh
and is currently developing a
commercial property in Green
Oaks.

He has a bachelor's degree
from the Detroit Institute of
Technology and a master of
public administration degree
from Nova Southeastern
University in Florida. He is sin-
gle and has two adult daughters
and two grandchildren.

As with Spencer, the war
in Iraq is the No. 1 issue for

Kriewall in this election.
"I want to get out of there.

We should neyer have gotten
in there," he said. "I'm a firm
believer that we are looked
upon by the rest of the world
very negatively because of our
intervention in some of these of
areas."

The economy and immigra-
tion are other key issues for
Kriewall.

"The outsourcing of jobs'
overseas and what we are doing
in this country with manu-
facturing and our ability to
manufacture is a sad situation,"
he said.

He said Washington has not
been respectful to the domestic
auto industry.

"Immigration is a major
issue," he said. "I believe that
illegal immigration is totally
out of control. Even legal immi-
gration is at too high alevel.
I think it's causing problems
with our natural resources
and I think it's taxing to the
American public."

He said immigration has
contributed to urban sprawl
and infrastructure problems.

Kriewall said he has received
encouragement from support-
ers of Tony Trupiano, who chal^
lenged McCotter in last year's
election.

hgallagher@hometownlife.com
(734)953-2149

RESIDE

At Independence Village of Plymouth

What I enjoy most about my job are the residents.
Where else can you go to work and visit with
wonderful people at the same time? Chris was one of
my first residents. We've become good friends over
the years. I couldn't imagine being anyplace else!

-Barb
Housekeeping since 1998

I moved to Independence Village when it first
opened as many of us did. We are a tight knit bunch
around here! There is a real sense of family not
only with my neighbors, but with the staff as well. I
used to think that a move to a retirement
community would be too hard. I realize now that it
was the best move I ever made. This is home.

- Chris H.
Resident since 1998

ependence

14707 Northville Road • Just South of 5 Mile Road • Plymouth
Call to Schedule a Tour:

Professionally Managed by Senior Village Management

w,sen£orviitages*ct
certain conditions apply

QE08573663
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Presenting Sponsors:

You BEuaNia MERE:!

Go/d Sponsors:
JFK Investments-

Canton Corners Property Manager

Observer & Eccentric

Play It Again Sports

Renewal by Andersen

World of Floors

Silver Sponsors:

Bill's Outdoor Care

Canton Computers

Mr. Handyman of SWEC

Richardson's Drug Storer

Super Bowl of Canton

Holiday Fest
December 8th

In the Canton Corners Lot, at the corner of Ford Road and Lilley

-Don't miss-

arid Tf\c\ot
At participating stores throughout the mall. Bags will be provided.

• Santa!
• Karaoke
• Sleigh Rides
• Live Reindeer
• Carolers

• Arts & Crafts
• Coloring Contest
• Cive-Aways
• In-Store Specials
• Games

Face Painting
Balloon Artists
Candyland
Magician
FREE!

To redeem your free gift, bring your
coupon to the ShopCanton Gazebo
at the ShopCanton Holiday Fest on
December 8,2007.

While Supplies Last.

Quantities Limited

Santa will be on hand in our exciting new
ShopCanton Candyland,

accepting donations of canned goods,
new children's books, and new, warm

children's clothing to
help support the Canton

Goodfellows.

www.shopcanton.org

Brought to you by Canton Downtown Development Authority,
in cooperation with the Canton Chamber of Commerce & Canton leisure Services,

. - • •
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CLASSES START JAN.

EXPLOSION
PAGE A1

now believe she was upstairs.
Neighbors rushed in to pull her
out as flames were closing in.

She suffered numerous inju-
ries, including multiple broken
ribs, a fractured back, col-
lapsed lung, lacerated spleen
and a fractured leg. She has
already had surgery to repair
the fractures in her left leg,
and Dave said she will undergo
another surgery sometime this
week. She is still afSt. Joseph
Mercy Hospital in Ypsilanti.
He expects her to be released
sometime this week, and says
she will have much therapy in
front of her.

Despite that, the couple is.
nothing but appreciative they
are still around to even talk
about rehabilitation. Dave said
he is amazed they are alive.
The whole experience has only
reinforced his religious beliefs,
he said.

Dave said he has also learned
a lot about the Canton com-
munity, which he now calls
his extended family. The com-
munity has rallied around the
Gobies, including grandchil-
dren Brandon and Gina, who
live with the couple. Their
church, the Canton Friendship
Church, has had to bring peo-
ple on full-time to field all the
calls from people wanting to
donate everything from money,
clothes, food and even homes
to stay in.

"To me, quite frankly, that's
the story — not all this junk,"
Goble said looking at the
charred remains of his home.
"It doesn't have to be a small
community to be a close com-
munity."

Goble, who has no idea what

CAHTOH PlANHiNfi COMMISSION
The Canton Planning Commission will meet

at 7 p.m., Monday Dec. 3,2007 at 7 p.m. on the
f i rst f loor of Canton's'Administration Building.
Items on the agenda Include:

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Hindu Temple rebuild: Consider site plan and

special land use for a religious institution. Property
is located south of Cherry Hill Road and west of
Canton Center Road.

SITE PLANS
Canton Crossings: Consider site plan approval.

Property is located north of Michigan Avenue
between Canton Center and Old Canton Center
roads.

Canterbury Mews Cooperative Clubhouse
renovations: Consider sileplan approval. Property
is located east of Haggerty Road and south of Ford
Road.

Canton Corners west outlet: Consider site plan
approval, Property is located south of Ford Road
and west of Lilley Road.

PHOTOS BY BILL 8RESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dave Goble talks about what it was like to survive the gas explosion that
leveled his family's home. What's left of the home and ail his possessions are
strewn about behind him.

triggered the
explosion,
said they are
waiting for
their insur-
ance company
to conclude an
investigation.
Once they do,
the Gobies
intend to
clean up and
re-build on
the same spot
— where they
have lived for
a decade.

He said the
experience
has changed
his life.

"You look at
this and you
wonder how
one person
got out, not
to mention

Not much survived the explosion,
except this angel lawn decoration,
which Jan Goble purchased about a
week before the explosion. Neighbors
discovered it in the rubble and put it
up in front of th^Goble home.

two people," he said. "I was
told by someone the other
day, 'Welcome to the I should
be dead club.' It definitely
changes your outlook on life.

We will look at
tragedies and
natural disas-
ters in a differ-
ent light from
now on. It's not
someone else's
job or respon-
sibility to help.
It's everyone's."

Those who
want to make
a donation
of clothing
or household
goods to the
Gobies may
do so through
Growth Works
at 50430
Schoolhouse
Road (located
west off of
Ridge, north of
Cherry Hill).
Donations will
be accepted

Cherry Oaks Plaza Phase II parking
mortifications: Consider site plan approval.
Property is located north of Cherry Hill Road and
west of Lilley Road.

L George's Coney Island: Consider site plan
re-approval. Property is located at the southwest
corner of Michigan Aven ue and Washburn Street. •

NEW BUSINESS
Enterprise Rent-a-car; Refer review of site

plan to staff. Property is located south of Michigan
Avenue between Sheldon and Canton Center Roads.

Summitech Testing Laboratory: Refer review
of site plan to staff. Property is located north of
Michigan Avenue between Beck and Denton roads.

WAVHE-WESTUHD SCHOOL BOARD
The Wayne-Westland Board of Education will

hold a regular meeting at 7 p.m., Monday Dec. 3
at the administration building, 36745 Marquette
In Westland. Agenda items include:

Presentation: Wsyne-Westland foundation tor
she Improvement of Instruction.

Presentation: Tech-n-More hservice

p
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

The Growth Works organiza-
tion may be reached at (734)
495-1722.

Investment report
Tenure changes for teacher James Zoitowskf:

A motion to proceed on the amended tenure
charges filed on Nov. 38, by Supt. Gregory Baracy.
against tenure teacher James Zoltowski. Further
moved, the administration has the authority to
continue Zoltowski's assignment as a visiting
teacher, with no reduction in compensation,
pending the recommended decision of the
administrative law judge. •

VAN BUREN SCHOOL BOARD
The Van Buren Schools Board of Education

wilt hold 3 special meeting at 4:30 p.m., Dec. 3
at the Administration Building, 555 W. Columbia1

Avenue, in Beilevilie.
Agenda items include:
Purpose of meeting is to decide disciplinary

action against Beilevilie High School students.
At the request of the parents this will be either
an open or closed meeting.

For more information call (734) 697-9123
ext. 209

v / ; ki r
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