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DTE probes cause of house explosion

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Officials from DTE Energy
have begun an investiga-
tion into why a Canton home
exploded on Tuesday. The
explosion rocked a large area of
Canton, and hospitalized hom-
eowners Jan and Dave Goble,
who were both inside the home
at the time of the mcxdent
about 8 a.m.

According to DTE spokes-
man Len Singer, the company
already has a team investigat-
ing the cause of the blast that
leveled the 3,500-square-foot
home on Waterview Court in
the Fairways West subdivision
near Beck and Cherry Hill.

“We responded ag we usu-~
ally do in a situation like this.
We had a team out there that

first shut off the gas supply to
the house. We also had special
investigators out on the scene,”
Singer said on Friday. “As far
as the cause, we are still inves-
tigating, and that investigation
includes not only checking out
the gas supply to the home, but
also all the appliances in the
home, and the hook-ups for the
appliances. We should know a
Jot more in about a week.”

Canton fire officials have
already closed their investiga-
tion, however. According to
Chief Mike Rorabacher, it is
clear that the blast was caused
by an accidental natural gas
leak. He said it is unclear of the
origin of the leak, something
he said would be figured out by
DTE and the Gob]es’ insurance '
company.

“Looking at the type of

explosion it was, and the fact
that Mr. Goble told us he had
smelled an odor in the days
prior to the explosion, we are
pretty confident that this was
caused by natural gas,” he said.
“Our investigation is over, but
we'll assist the insurance com-
paty in any way we can.”

As of Friday, Jan was still
in the intensive care unit at
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in
Ypsilanti, where she under-
went surgery for the injuries
she sustained in the explosion,
including bone fractures. Her
injuries were described as non-
life threatening, according to
Canton Public Safety officials.
Dave, who sustained minor
injuries, was released from the
hospital on Tuesday evening.

Pastor Scott Petersen of the
Canton Friendship Church,

where the Gobles are mem-
bers, has been to the hospital
daily to meet with the family.
He said their spirits are high,
especially considering the out-
pouring of help that has come
forward from the Canton com-
munity. He said people have

_ been calling the church con-
stantly since Tuesday offering
everything from money, food,
vehicles, and even homes for
the Gobles to stay in.

“Ii’s been a blessing,”
Petersen said. “Dave said he
knew he lived in a good place
but he didn’t know how great
& place Canton was until this
happened.”

Those who feel a need to
make an immediate donation
of clothing or household goods
may do so through Growth
Works at 50430 Schoolhouse

Road (Jocated west off of
Ridge, north of Cherry Hill),
Donations will be accepted
from § a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday

- reached at (734) 495-1722;

CANTON FRIENDSHIP CHURCH

The photo was taken of Dave Goble at St. Joseph Mercy Hospitaf in Ypsilanti
on the night of the explosion. As of Friday, his wife, Jan, was still in the

intensive care unit. She underwent surgery for the injuries she sustamed in
the explosion.

through Friday starting
Monday, Nov. 26. The Growth
Works organization may be -

Canton getting
ready to light up
the community
Christmas tree

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

It’s almost time to light up
the night.

The township’s annual tree
lighting ceremony will take
place Nov. 28 from 6-9 p.m. at
Summit on-the Park.

The event is themed “A
Merry Motor City Tree
Lighting.” Township Supervisor
Tom Yack is scheduled to light

the tree at 7 p.m.
“We are building on what
hap-
AMERRY MOTOR | Pened.
ﬂ" TREE year,”
LIGHTING said rec-
reation
When: 6-9 pm., Nov. | coordi-
28 (tree lighting will | nator
take placeat7pm. | Jon
Where: Summiton | LaFever.
the Park We had
For more informa- | 200Ut
h 5,000-
tion: Call (734) 394- 6,000
5460 or visit families
www.canfon-mi.org. | here.”
in
addition

to hitting the switch for the
township’s official holiday tree,
the event will include visits
with Santa and a live reindeer,
performances by the Dancin’
Feet dance company, cockie

* decorating and various craft

activities,

Each room will be decorated
to resemble famous downtown
Detroit structures such as
Cobo Hall, Woodward Avenue,
the Detroit Cultural Center,
the Fox Theatre and Astoria
Bakery.

" “We are geared toward fam-
ily fun,” LaFever said. “It’s
an informal, laid-back event.
There’s so much to do and it’s a

Piease see TREE, A3
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daughters.

Shoppers find
mixed bag on
‘Black Frlday

© BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Kim Rickrode showed up
at Meijer on Ford Road at
about 2 a.m. Friday in hopes
of taking advantage of a
television sale the store was
offering for Black Friday,
which is considered the busi-
est shopping day of the year.
She came to buy a 20-inch
flat screen television, which
she said was $100 less than
a similar model she had on
layaway-at another store.

“When I got there at 2
a.m., there were 14 people in
line ahead of me to get tele-
visions. By the time the sale
started at 5 a.m., there were
probably 100-120 people

behind me,” said Rickrode,
a Wyandotte resident who is
manager of the 7-11 store on
‘Warren Boad in Canton,

Things were also pretty
busy for Canton resident
Anne Dye, who was doing
her shopping in Westland
Friday morning. When she
left the Westland Target
about 7:40 a.m. all she
was carrying was a cup of
Starbucks coffee. She said
it was the only line worth
standing in.

“The (checkout) line was
too long, it started as soon
as you got in the door,” Dye
said. “It was around 7:20
when we got here and the
line snaked all the around
the store and may be up and
down a few aisles,”

Dye and two friends had
made Target the second stop
on their shopping spree.
They had hit the Meijer store
first, a decision they admit
needed rethmkmg for next
year. ,
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At the Canton Target, Jim DiMaria was on a mission. He bought three Extreme VRackers for his three

Getting a jump on Christmas

“We'll have to start here
first next year,” Dye said of
Target. “I can’t spend my
whole life in a line,” she said.

By the late morning,
things had calmed down
at many of the siores along.
Ford Road in Canton,
including Meijer and IKEA,
where Oliver Korasiak
ventured with his 2-year-
old daughter Nellie. They
weren't Christmas shopping,
though.

“I just needed a few house-
hold items, including some.
toilet brushes,” he said.

Korasiak sdid he had also
been to The Home Depot on
Ford Road in Canton and
Lowe’s in Westland, and nei-
ther store was partlcular}y
busy.

When asked if he was
aware Friday was the busiest
shopping day of the year, he
said yes.

“I know, because my wife
was out of the house at 5
a.m.,” he said.

3rd teen

still out
of schoo

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

The third “person of inter-
est” mentioned by police in
the days immediately after
the Nov. 7 murder of 26-
year-old Daniel Sorensen
— believed to be a Churchill
High School student — was
still being kept out of school
as the Thanksgiving holiday
came and went.

Livonia Public Schools
spokesperson Donna
McDowell said she didn’t
believe the student had
returned to school, and
couldn’t say when he might.

“He is out of school for an
investigation by school dis-
trict officials,” said McDowell,
who declined to elaborate on
the subject of the distriet’s
investigation. “We're certainly
very cognizant of the needs
of the prosecutor’s office and
law enforcement agencies, etc.
We're having our own inves-
tigation of this individual.

Defendant Alexander Letkemann, 18 of Westland, appeared wnth attorney
Raymond Cassar in 35th District Court in Plymouth Monday

DETROIT NEWS POOL PHOTO

Defendant Jean Pierre Orlewicz, 17,
with attorney James Thomas, was in
35th District Court Monday.

Right now, we just don't have
a lot of information.”

It has been widely
rumored the Churchill stu-
dent may have been called
to the Canton garage where
Sorensen’s murder took place
after the killing had hap-
pened. Two teenagers, 17-
year-old Jean Pierre Orlewicz
of Plymouth Township
and 18-year-old Alexander
Letkemann of Westland, have Al
been charged in the case. i
Police allege the pair stabbed b
Sorensen, sawed off his head
and disposed of his body in a
Northville Township field, .

The pair faces a prelimi- * - [
nary hearing in 35th Dlstrlct,,.' B
Court Nov. 30. : i

Please see TEEN, A3 :
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Newcomers meeting

This is an invitation to
those in need of an adult
night out before the busy-
ness of the holiday season
peaks and who are inter-
ested in meeting the Canton
Newcomers whose motto is
“where neighbors become
friends”, Just a reminder, you
don’t have to be “new.”

The club will host an
adult general meeting on
Wednesday Dec. 5 at 7:15 p.m.
at the Sunflower Clubhouse
(45800 Hanford, west of
Canton Center - set back of

_the road). The evenings’ agen-
da includes socializing, neigh-~
bor introductions, sign ups for
20-~plus interest group activi-
ties (Playgroups, Ladies Day
Out, Bunco, Scrapbooking
and more), asking ques-
tions of the meeting sponsor
Huntington Bank, and a
raffle that will benefit the
Canton Goodfellows. There
will also be dinner, and an
optional wrapped new orna-
ment gift exchange ($5-$7).

To order a complimentary
December newsletter of this
2006 Community Supporter
award-winning club visit
Www.cantonnewcomers.org,
To RSVP for this meeting call
Donna at (734} 398-6487 or

e-mail canton newcomers@
yahoo.cormn.

LaJoy hours

. State Rep. Phil LaJoy
today announced constitu-
ents can meet with him in
the district on Monday, Nov,
26, from 3:30-5 p.m. at Van
Buren Township Hall, locat-
ed at 46425 Tyler Road in
Belleville,

" “I'would like to invite the
residents of my district to
meet with me and provide .
their input,” said LaJoy, (R-
Canton). “By voiting your con-
cerns, I can better serve your
needs in Lansing. If you are
not available to meet with.me
during these scheduled Gf
hours, I encourage yon to ¢
tactihe through my offj

An appéintment is nog ne
essary. Residents unable'to
meet LaJoy during the sched-
uled office hours can contact
his Lansing office toll free at
(866) LAJOY21 or through ‘

é-mail at hlllajoy@house

mi.gov to ‘makean appoint-
ment.

Learn Spanish -

Locally owned language
company, Bilingual Fun, is
offering an array of Spanish
earning opportunities, The
all new Aduit Conversation
Class will meet on Saturdays
at 4 p.m. in the Borders Café
on Ford Road beginning Dec.
1. Interactive parent/child
Spanish classes for chil-
dren ages 18 months to 12
years are offered week days,
week nights, and Saturdays.
Winter class registration is
now open.

Visit www.bilingualfun.
com for more information
about the program and class
times. You can also call (734}
748-3898, or e-mail at info@
bilingualfun.com.

Pioneer fund-raiser

Local residents are being
asked to save returnable
bottles and cans from the
Thanksgiving holiday for the
Pioneer Middle School can
drive set for Dec. 2. Pioneer
students are fund-raising for
a.trip to New York City in
the spring and would greatly
appreciate your donations.

It is very easy to help the

-kids get to New York City
.— just leave returnable cans

and bottles on your porch by
11 a.m. for pickup by the stu-
dents on Sunday, Dec. 2.

Supporters can also drop-
off their bottles and cans to
Pioneer Middle School, which
is located at 46081 Ann Arbor
Road in Plymouth. There is
a collection spot outside the
school entrance labeled “Cans.
for NYC trip.” You can drop
off cans any time from now
until 5 p.m. Dec, 2,

For more information,
to schedule a large pickup,
or if cans were accidently
missed during the pickup, .
contact Pioneer parents Leon
Korstjens (lkorst@ugs.com)
or Lyan Blythe (Ikblythe@
umich.edu),

Chamber luncheon

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce hosts its December
networking luncheon 11:30
a.m. Dec..5 at the Summit
on the Park, 46000 Summit

' .Parkway, Caiton,

The cost for lunch is $20
and includes a full buffet
lunch, beverages and dessert.
This luncheon is open to the
public.
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December’s luncheon will

. feature Plymouth-Canton

Educational Park Madrigal

-Singers and Chamber Choir.

The Chamber will be collect-
ing toys and gifts for Canton
Goodfellows “No Child with-
out a Christmas program.”
Each guest is asked to bring
an unwrapped toy or gift.

. Decemiber’s luncheon

is hosted by the Canton
Chamber of Commerce and

is sponsored by National

City Bank and Yazaki North
America, Inc. Seating is limit-
ed and reservations are need-
ed. To make your reservation,
contact the Canton Chamber
of Commerce at (734) 453~
4040. Deadline for reserva-
tions is Friday, Nov. 30.

Railroadiana

The Ss. Simon and Jude
Ushers Club will sponsor
a buy-and swap toys and
trains show noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 2, at the church
hall, 32500 Palmer west
of Merriman, Westland.

* Admission is $2 per person,

$4 per family. Food is avail-

. able and parking is free.

There will be operating train
layouts of various gauges and
more 150 dealer tables. Tables
are $10 per table. Reserve
tables by calling (734) 595-
8327 Dealer setupisat 9
a.m. the day of the show.

Celtic music in the
Village

The popular Celtic band
Blackthorn comes to the
Village Theater on Thursday,
Nov. 29 at 8 p.m.

Traditional songs of emi-
gration, sea shanties, lively
jigs and reels, and ancient
music combine with some of

" Ireland’s best contemporary
songs for a musical experience .

that captures the legend of
Ireland-and its people.

Each member of the band -
plays multiple instruments,
including wooden flute,
accordion, tin whistle, five
string banjo; cittern, bones -
and more. These instruments
complement the lead vocal
of Belfast native Richard
McMullan and the band’s
tight blend of four part har-
mony. They have recorded
seven CDs with tracks that
include members of the

Michigan Opera Theater and |

other local musicians.

Based in Detroit,
Blackthorn has played . -
throughout the Great Lakes
region since 1984 and has
grown quite a following of
devoted fans over the years,

Tickets are only $10 per
person and available online
at www.canton-mi. org/ villag-
etheater. The show is brought
to you by The Partnership for
the Arts and Humanities.

For more information call -
('734) 3945460, or visit www.
canton~mi.org/villagetheater
or www.blackthornl.com.
Holiday craft show

St. Thomas a’ Becket
(southeast corner of Cherry
Hill and Lilley roads in
Canton) will host a holiday
craft show from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., Dec. 1. More than 85
crafters are expected to par-
ticipate, and there will be a
bake sale. Lunch will alsc be
available.

Admission is $2. Children *
12 and under get in free.

Spotlight auditions

Spotlight Players is hold-
ing auditions for “Rehearsal
for Murder”, Monday, Dec.
10, and Tuesday, Dec. 11 at
The Village Theater at Cherry
Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Road
{corner of Cherry Hill and
Ridge -- use stage door at
rear).

Registration is 6:30 p.m.
Bring a non-returnable photo
and resume. Specifics at
www.spotlightplayers.net or
{(734) 480-4945.

Holiday craft show

Tri-City,Christian Center
will host its first Holiday

_ Craft Fair from 11 a.m. to 4

p.m., Dec. 1. Admission for

* the event is $1, More than 70

crafters will be on hand and
refreshments will be avail-

- able.

Tri-City Christian Center .
is located at 3855 Sheldon
Rd. Canton (just north of
Michigan Avenue). For more:

~ - information, contac¢t Sharon
- Chefanat (734) 397-1777.

Grief support group

The Sharing & Caring
Coffee Hour is an ongoing
grief support group for wid-
ows and widowers hosted by

. Heartland Hospice.

The group is held 10-11
a.m. at Heartland Healthcare
Center, 4701 N. Lilley Road,

www.hometownlife.com
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Home for the holidays

Ofympic silver medalists and hametown heroes Tanith Belbin and Ben Agosto
were at Canton's Arctic Edge Arena on Tuesday £o annolince an upcoming -
benefit they will host at the Compuware Arena in Plymouth Township for
the Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute and the Chitdren's Hospital

of Michigan. The event, Home for the Holidays: A Celebration on Ice, will

take place Dec. 22 (at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.} and wilt feature Olympic, worid

and U.S. national champions pius dozens of aspiring Olympic hopefuls from
the Detroit metro area. Olympic champion Oksana Baiul and ©.5. national
champion Evan Lysacek lead the ensemble cast. The show is being billed as-a
Broadway-like theatric production with a Christmas theme. Reserved seats:
are on sale now at the Compuware Arena box office, all Ticketmaster outlets,
and can be purchased by phone at (248) 645—6666 or online at Ticketmaster.

com.

Canton,

The focus of the group is on
the later stages of grief, with
an emphasis on learning to
live with the loss.

This group is held the
first and third Wednesday
of the month and is open to

© anyone grieving the loss of a

spouse, There is no charge.

"For information, contact Ann

Christensen, toll-free at (888)
973-1145.

American Legion meets
The Plymouth American

| Legion Passage- Gayde Post

#391 conductsits'monthly.
meeting the second Thursday
of every month at 7:30 p.m.
at the Plymouth Knights of
Columbus Hall on Mill (next
to the railroad tracks) in
Plymouth Township.

All interested military
veterans should contact
Commander Mike O'Malley,

(734} 459-7890, for more
.information.

YWCA acceptihq -

registration

The YWCA of Western
Wayne County is accepting
registration for the Michigan
School Readiness Program!

This free pre-school pro-
gram is available to four-
vear-cld children. A teacher
will come to your home on -
a weekly basis to teach your
child. The program also
includes center visits for
field trips and group activi-
ties. :

The YWCA of Western
Wayne County provides high
quality education to more
than 1,000 children a yeéar _
through early childcare pro-
grams. ‘

This program helps chﬂ—-;-:-r
dren learn valuable skills
needed for future socializa~’.
tion and educational
growth.

“We have a dedicated staff :

that encourages skill devel-"
opment and makes learn- !
ing fun for the child and -

" their families,” said Karen ©

Murphy, chief executive offi-

cer of the YWCA of Western

Wayne County.

“This program is a won-
derful opportunity for chil-
dren to become excited to

learn and foster their imagi-

nations.”

For more information on
this program, or to enroll
your child, call the YWCA at
(313} 561-4110, Ext. 17.
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ST. THOMAS a’BECKET

SHOW

Saturday, Dec. 1st
9 am-4 pm

SE corner of Lilley & Cherry Hill
Canton
LUNCH AVAILABLE » BAKE SALE
' Admission $2.00
Under 12 Free
staberaftshow@yshov.com
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" CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meéting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by wntmg or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canten, 1150 8. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 334-5260

QEGHETRAZT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Plymouth District Library

Notice is hereby given that the Plymouth District Library will
accept sealed bids until 2:00 p m. Tuesday, December 18, 2007 for
the following:

VIDEO CAMERA SECURITY S8YSTEM

Specifications, proposal forms and other Contract Documents are
attached, or may be obtained at the Plymouth Distriet Library
during busginess hours.

Examination and Site Vigit: It iz the responsibility of the bidder to
examine the specifications and other Contract Documents, and to
visit the work site to fully inform himself of all existing conditions
and limitations.

Bidders are required to attend a pre-bid meeting at the Plymouth
Digtrict Library at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 4, 2007,
Representatives will be available to review the specifications and
to answer questions.

The Plymouth Pistrict Library reserves the right tb accept or
reject any or all bids, in whole or part, and to waive any
irregularities. Any bid package received after the scheduled
opening time for the receipt of proposals will be returned io the

- bidder vnopened.

An original and one (1) copy of the bid should be mailed or
delivered to:

Barbara Kraft, Library Secretary
Plymouth District Library
223 8, Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170
in a sealed envelope plainly marked:

SEALED BII:  VIDEO CAMERA SECURITY SYSTEM
For opening: Tuesday, December 18, 2007 at 2:00 pm.

Publish: November 25, 2007

PLANNING COMMISSION NOTICE
-CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2007
7:00 PM
(734) 453-1234

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held in the
Commission Chambers of the City Hall to consider the following:

P C HEARING EST TOQ A PLAN
CONDITIONS:
1. 8P 07-10 Happy Hounds - Dog Day Care
673 8. Main
Zoned: B-1, Local Business
Applicant: Nancy Janoch
BLIC HE R _SPEC D _SITE PLA
APPROVAL: . :

2. SP07-12 Sunrise - Senior Assisted Living Facility
16800 N, Territorial
Zoned: RM-1, Multiple-Family Residential
Applicant: Sunrise Development

All interested persons are invited to attend.

In accordance with the Americans with disabilities Act, the City of
Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable augiliary aids and
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes
of printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, to
individuals with disabilities. Requests for augiliary aids or
gervices may be made by writing or calling the following:

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator
201 8. Main Street

Plymouth, MI 48170

(734) 453-1234, Ext. 208

Publish: November 25, 2007 OEO08572831 _ 2x6
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Livonia man charged in

‘Canton pollce officers
arrested Daniel Girard .
Abbott, 51, of Livonia, Nov. 16
just hours after police say he
robbed the Charter One Bank
in Canton.

Abbott was arralgned
Sunday in Romulus on one
count of bank robbery, a
fe]ony punishable up to life
in prison, and one count of
habitual second offender, a
felony punishable by up to one
and one-half times his rob-
bery penalty.

‘Abbott was given a $5,000
cash bond. His preliminary
exam is scheduled for Nov.

30 at 35th District Court in
Plymouth. :

After his arraignment,
Abbott was turned over to the
Wayne Police Department
in connection with a Nov. 6
bank robbery at the LaSalle
Bank on Michigan Avenue in
Wayne. He was arraigned on
similar charges Tuesday in
29th District Court in Wayne,
and then transported to
Wayne County Jail where he is

being held. Abbott is due back
in Wayne’s court for a prelimi- .

nary exam-on Dec. 4.
Multiple police agencies

combined forces and arrested
Abbott just hours after the
armed robbery at the Charter
One Bank at Ford and
Haggerty.

Abbott was identified by
three people, and was arrest-
ed at a motel in the Ann Arbor
area.

Canton police were joined
by Wayne and Westland offi-
cers.

According to Canton Sgt. -
Rick Pomorski, Abbott has
a history of bank robber-
ies, including a convietion in
Westland, which is how they
were able to track him down.
Pomorski said they used phe-
tos from the Westland robbery
and matched them with the
surveillance footage from the
Canton robbery. When Canton
officers showed Abbott’s sister
and other family members the
surveillance photos, they iden-
tified him.

Abbott also called a taxi
after the robbery in Westland.
On a hunch, Canton officers
contacted local taxi compa- .
nies and one of them said they
had picked up Abbott and
took him near I-94 and State
Street in the Ann Arbor area,

;anton, Wayne bank robberies

Abbott

where police officers found
him.

In the Canton robbery,
Pomorski said Abbott handed
the teller a note stating that
he was robbing the bank.

He requested $50 and
$100 bills. Pomorski said
the Abbott’s band was in his
pocket and he implied he had
a gun, He left the bank on foot
with an undisclosed amount
of money.

Pomorski said Abbott didn’t
have a weapon at the time of
his arrest.

TREE

FROM PAGE A1

lot of fun.”.
Carriage rides through Heritage Park will
also be available. The cost is $5 for a group of

cup of hot chocolate.
While mentioning the popularity of the ice
sculpting, LaFever said the tree lighting is in its

29th year.

“We have activities that kids will never for-
get,” he said. “We are making family memories

here”

For more information on the event, call (734«)
394-5460 or visit www.canton-mi.org.

TEEN

FROM PAGE Al .

The Canton garage where
the murder took place
belongs to Orlewicz’s grand-
father. Police aren’t talk-
ing because of 2 gag order
imposed by 35th District
Court Judge Michael Geron,
but sources say Orlewicz may
have called the third student
for help after discovering
Sorensen’s body was too
heavy for the Lwo teens to
move.

The third student is not
expected to be charged in the
case.

Meanwhile, Letkemann’s
friends and family have been
vociferous in their defense
of the teen, who dropped
out of Churchill High School
in 2006, then completed
his high school edueation
through the school’s adult
education program.

Lisa Housholder said
she considers herself
Letkemann’s “second moth-
er,” and said Alexander and
her son were “best friends.”
She doésn’t believe, despite

_the charges, that Letkemann

was involved in Sorensen’s
death. She thinks Letkemann
was brought into the situa-
tion under false pretenses.

- Go't Game?

Yep, got scores, too.

“T'm shocked, I'm in disbe-
lief, becaunse Alex wouldn’t
hurt a spider,” Housholder
said. “I think he was (brought
there) under the misunder-
standing that he was going to
do something very different.

He would never go along with

something like this.”

Jessika Adam; a junior at
Churchill, said she believes if
Letkemann was involved, he
got involved out of fear.

“I think he was frozen with.
fear,” Adam said. “People
don’t know what they’re going
to do in a situation like that.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700

The most important event in our 90-year history

ﬂ/lula-mdlt@n Dollar
Tnuentory ‘Must Be Sold!

Be one of the first to select from an mcomparable
collection of quality diamonds, fine jewellery, precious
_gems, Swiss watches and gifts culled from the
Schubot vault, private collections and
the newest demgns just purchased 4

four or $2 per person and includes a donut and a-

~ for the holiday season!”
*Atthe of this sp lar event, Douglas
and Sydeli sehubat will pass the operation of Schut

TJewellers ta their son Brian, who will continue to build

KNOW THE SCORE

the numbers in

BRUNCH WITH

ST. NICHOLAS
THE REAL SANTA CLAUS

Featuring Magician
Chris Clark

As Seen on The Racheel Ray Show

Child: $10.95
Adult: $12.,05

RESERVATIONS ONLY! (734) 522-3166

{NOTICE: N0 TIGKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE OOR),

11 a.m,, Sat., Dec. 15%, 2007
Sacred Heart Byzantine
Catholic Church
20125 W. Six Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48152 .

0503511425)

SC

on the B0-year tradition at Jules R. Schub

Across Coolidge from The Somerset Collection
3001 West Big Beaver Road + Troy, MI 48084 - 1-800-SCHUBOT

Extended store hours Mon, ~ Sat., 10:00am to 6:00pm... Now open Sundays, 12:00 noon to
*We are required to exclude certain watch brands and designers from this event.

HUBOT

TEWELLERS / GEMOLOGISTS

For dlractie
all mads lea

i

Your iccal AAA employees. Dmng what's right for U.

o
4
B
i

Personal attention can be the difference between dreaming about vacation and actually taking one.
Between insurance that simply insures and coverage that reassures too. At AAA, we're your club—not
just another company. And our employees make all the difference.

TALK TO US SOON. ,
FOR INSURANCE, TRAVEL FOR INSURANCE
AGENCY & MEMBERSHIP: & MEMBERSHIP:

2017 N. CANTON CENTER RD. - CANTON 41804 FORD RD. » CANTON
734-844-0146 734-981-5100

1472 SHELPON RD. « PLYMOUTH
734-451-4501

Insurance underwritten by Auto Club Insurance Association family of companies.

TICKETS ON SALE NOVEMBER 28 AT 10 AM
FOR ALL REMAINING HOME GAMES

Joe Louis Arena Box Office
ticketmaster
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And the winner is ...

Plymauth resident Erin Wheeler
{left) was the winner of the inaugural
Plymouth-Canton Junior Miss
Scholarship Program on Nov, 10. The
Ladyweod High School senior s the.
daughter of Richard and Patricia
Wheeler, and sister of Kevin and Sean
Wheeler. Erin was the over-all winner
in Interview, Talent and Fitness,
! she received a total of $1,650 in
scholarship money. With the title of
Plymouth-Canton's Junior Miss 2008
R Erin will travel to Ann Arbor in March
2 : : : Lo e i to compete for Michigan's Junior Miss
_ R L and the chance to earn additional
Bentiev hfﬂ“ﬁh - . ragd SO scholarship money. Plymouth High
- : R o ¥ senior Whitney Askew of Canton (right),
Students from teacher Jeff Fordeli's fifth-grade class at Bentley Elementary o " ' R e i the dsughter of William and Freida
in Canton prepare to work as volunteers at the school's student-run credit : B Sheti e B sl ey Askew and sister of William and Wesiey
union, operated in partnership with Community Financial of Plymouth. e . R T e - i . EERCYER Askew, was Ist runner up and tied for
Bentley is one of eight elementary schools in Plymouth-Canton Community : 4 WL O ' e ¥ the spirit award, Whitney earned the =
Schools to partner with Community Financial. The credit union operates 26 CoE : i LRy . T e R SR titte of Canton's Junior Miss 2008 and
schooi partnerships as part of its financial titeracy program. “The entire R e RN some ';é RS Wil also travel to Ann Arbor to compete
Bentley community is very excited about the student-run credit union IO z O o ) e "WRENRN in Michigan's Junior Miss.
opening,” said Jerry Meier, principal of Bentley Elementary. "We hope to N ' ' T ' -
have this opportunity availatile at our school for many years to come.”
The student-run credit unicn program extends Inte middle school and
high school, incfuding classroom presentations on financial topics such as
building credit and investing basics.

B B R B R N N N o K R e N domta oy

@ THE CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Canton Public Library’s  Save time when you learn to
comrunity blog has been ereate a mailing lst to print
active for several months now  for mailing labels. Also learn
at www.cantonpl.org/blog. how to format envelopes for
Check in for posts on great quick printing. Registration
books, movie suggestions, how  required.
to go green, events happen- . W Teen CD Clock: Nov. 29,
ing around Canton and more.  at 6 p.m. Recycle an old CD
Create your own post and share into a funky homemade clock.
your thoughts. It's a fun way to ~ Great gift idea. Registration
stay in touch with current top~  required.
fes in the Canton community. ® ABC Activity Time:
Nov. 30, at 10 a.m, - noon,
NOW @ YOUR LIBRARY Drop in play for kids up to age |
®  Teen Book Discussion: five. Explore puzzles, match-
Nov. 24, at 4 p.m., Discuss ing games and other learning
the book Freaks by Annette activities,
Klause. Registration required. ®  Teen Belly Dance: Dec. 3,
N Graphics and Greeting at 7 p.m. This teen-appropriate
Card Creation: Nov, 26, at 6:30 program features a belly dance
p.n. Use Microsoft Word to performance and instruction,
create holiday greeting cards.  Registration required.
Learn to insert clip art and ¥ Knit Nights with Anne:
graphics, manipulatetext and  Dee. 4, at 7 p.m. Share holiday : : ‘
more, Registration required. knitting projects in this drop- The 10 senlor giris who competed in the first Plymouth-Canton Junior Miss Scholarship Program, included (from left) Erica Straub (Ladywood High
% Tai Chi for Teens: Nov. in group. All levels of knitting School), Megan Vish ~ Polse winner and tied for Spirit Award (Divine Child High School), Amanda Schimm (Canton High School), Alyssa Coligado
28, at 4:30 p.m. The fourth experience welcome. - Peoples Cholce winner {Ladywood High School), Lauracindy Plague ~ tied for the Spirit Award {(John Glen High School), Whitney Askew — 1st
class of this series for teens, ‘- Rurner-up and fied for the Spirit Award (Plymouth High School), Erin Wheeler — Plymouth-Canton's Junior Miss 2008, and Interview, Talent and
lead by Julie Burt. Registration NEW @ YOUR LIBRARY Fitness winner (Ladywood High Sthool), Melissa Klusek (Salem High Schoof), Meaghan Priebe (Plvmout!r High School) and Katherine Lu, Scholastrc .
required. Adult Books on CD : winner {Canton High School).
R Excel I: Nov, 28, at 6:30 W Something Wicked This
p.a. Get instruction in the Way Comes by Ray Bradbury ‘
basics of Microsoft Excel and The Life Before Her Eyes : ; :
learn how to create a spread- by Laura Kasischke g - Get on th g b al |
sheet. Registration required. W The Assassination of : . e *
B M3 Word Mailing Jesse James by the Coward 10 "L : ' . . :
Tricks: Nov. 29, at 9:30 a.m, Robert Ford  § el gk ok i Read tOday § Cﬁueraqei

Thu November 29 at 7 30p Thu, December 6 at 7:30p
* Fri, November 30 at 7:30psowo ouny Fri, December 7 at 7:30p (soLp ouT)
Sat, December lat1powoury  Sat,December 8:at 1p (soLo oumy

'Sun December 2at3pand 7:30p  Sun,December 9at 3p and 7:30p
- (3pm SOLD 0UT) (3pm SOLD 0UT)

Pricn ‘,:Trcket prrces are 1 5and $17 per seat depending on Iocatron
Ther are no refunds or exchanges.

% 1
; *rzg. v

Tickets: On sale HOW and can be purchased by calling 866. 295, 9333

NortHRIDGE . o orat NortthdgeChurch com
- Cuouren | .
Due to the length of the program (2.5 hrs),children under 4 are not aditted.

OENGI7H02




www.hometownlife.com

v

| COUNTY NEWS |

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, November 25, 2007 ‘ ® A

CDs and annuities good for conservative investors

Dear Rick: I read your
column and I understand
‘what you say about the
market and how investors
should not panic during
these times. Even though I
agree with everything you
say, I am still nervous and
have decided to sell my stock
investments. I have a little
over $‘100 000 that I want
1o invest in a safe and secure
area. I don’t need the money
now but probably will in five
to 10 years. Any suggestions?

1 understand and I know
how it feels when you see your
account balance go down. As
T have stated many times in
the past, I don’t care how good
an investroent is, if it keeps
you up at night, it's not worth
it. It doesn’'t matter whether
1 believe the market will turn
around or not, the reality is
vou're not comfortable with
stock investments and because
of that, I don’t disagree with
your decision to liquidate.

The issue is where to invest
the money. Considering you
are a conservative investor
who does not like principal
fluctuation you have a couple
options. The first is certificates
of deposit or CDs. They will
give you a guaranteed rate
of return without principal
fluctuation. In additien, CDs
are insured by the FDIC for
upwards of $100,000.

With regards to CDs, the
first issue is to determine the
length of time. Considering
the slight differences between
short- and Jong-term rates,

I would consider a two- to
three-year CD,

The next issue is where to
purchase the CD. Consider a
bank that is FDIC insured or
through a credit union which
also has insurance up to
$100,000. In that regard, you.

.oney Matters

don’t have to
consider just
| local banks,
you can also
shop CDs
around the
country,

Yoy can go
to one of the
brokerage
houses and
they can shop
* CDrates for

you or you
can do it yourself at www.
bankrate.com, The key in
purchasing a CD is to make
sure you understand the terms
and conditions.

Another alternative is an
equity-index annuity which
allows you to invest money
that will grow tax deferred
until it is withdrawn. Unlike
a CD that gives you a fixed
rate of return, an equity-index
annuity return will adjust on a
year-by-year basis based upon
a formula. An equity-index
annuity is a fixed investment
and you cannot lose principal.

Unfortunately, the majority
of equity-index annuities
are stuffed with fees thus,
hindering the return to an
investor. However, there are
many annuities in the market
that have very low fees. The
key is to purchase one of those
annuities through a firm .
such as Hutton Financial that
deals exclusively in no-load
antuities, (800) 8744444,

Since you don’t need the
income for a number of years, |
would lean towards the equity-
index annuity as the better
investment in your situation.
Dear Rick: Ilost my job and
have run into problems with
my finances. I am maxed ont
on my charge cards and I've
had to draw from my 401(k)
justto cover bills. I went

'_ltls Today “

the bicod,

you have lupus or net.

your congition.

| LABORATORY TESTS EN ARTHRIT!S

Laboratory tests often ara important in uncovering medical problems not otherwiss
- goparent. Your doctor-discovers+f vou have diabeted fom blond work, Thyroid conditions and -
the presence of toxic chemicals ke lead and mercury are also found frough sxamination of

However, laboratory tests are not as useful in arthriis, You should not be told thata “a
blood test showed you have rheumatold arthritis.” Nor is it true that a leboratory test will tell if

The reason is because abnomal findings in the arthritic conditions are tied to inflammation
or disturbances to vour immune system. A variety of reactions ¢an cause these laboratory
findings. No one can say if the laboratary results present now represent past reactions to
rmedications, viral infecfions, or responses o poflens or dust.

Blocd testing results may be in kesping with a physician's impression that your medical
histary and physica examination indicate reurnatold arthritis or & similar condition. in arthritis,
your expsrience of icint paln ang fts pattern of impaimnent provide the best way to disgnose

The ong exception i gout. For that diagnosis, the only way your physician is sure you
have gout is o 5ee the crystals of gout in a sample of fluid drawn from the involved foe or
knee. Blood restits no matter how high the fevels, can only lend support to the diagnosis,

www. drijweiss.yourmd.com
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H E /Genuine Motorcrafi® |
Qit and Filter Change ]
{up to 5 quarts) 1
+ Rotate and Inspect I
Four Tires i
LET OUR FACTORY-TRAINED TECHNIGIANS  /inspect Brake System |
PERFORM A THORQUGH INSPECTION OF /ey Battery I
YOUR VEHICLE, AND MORE. /Check Air and Cabin |
Foro, biust present equpan Air Filters |
when orders witen, Garnot I
be combined i acy oter v Check Belts and Hoses
ofer Disssls e Syl i
deat bR 230/ Top OF All Fluids S o
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to a credit counselor who
came up with a program. 1
am fearful that by following
the program I'll never

be out of debt. A friend
recommended bankruptcy.
The credit counselor said
there are too many negatives
to bankruptcy and I should
go with the work-out plan,
Is bankruptey something
1should consider? I am 28
years old.

We live in a great country
that believes when people
getinto financial difficulty
— because of bad luck or bad
choices — there should be a .
way to wipe the slate clean and
start over.

Bankruptcy laws are well
established in our country
and for people who are
having financial difficulty
it is something to explore,
Unfortunately, there is a
stigma around bankruptey
which I'm not sure is fair.
After all, many corporations
declare bankruptcy and -
continue to stay in business
and, in many cases, retain the
public’s confidence.

Bankruptcy laws don't
exist in a vacuum. They are
part of the safeguards in our
system and no one should be
stigmatized using the law for
their benefit.

In your situation, if there
is no reasonable expectation
the work-out plan will be
successful, then bankruptey is
a viable alternative. Because
a bankruptcy remains on
someone’s record for a period
of time, it is not something
to use without proper
consideration.

My recommendation is
sit down with a bankruptey
attorney and discuss your
options. Depending upon
your situation there will be
different ways to proceed with
different consequences..

In many cases, someone’s
financial situation is not
cansed by bad choices but
rather bad luck. Whether it is
a health emergency, a lost job,
things happen and when they
do, bankruptcy is something
people should consider.

I recognize there is a
guilt feeling associated with
bankruptey, however, keep in
mind when you were paying
18.5 percent interest on your
charge cards, that amount was
substantially more than the

going rate of interest. In effect,

the company was charging 4

. premium to offset any losses

they would incur in case of
things such as bankruptcy.
Therefore, because you paid
higher interest in effect you
were buying an insurance
policy and now you are just
collecting on that policy.
Bankruptey should not be
someone’s first alternative,
however, it is something
that deserves consideration.
The key is to understand
the consequences of what
is involved and to make a
decision based on what's
good for your future financial
health.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financia
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visif Rick's Web site at
www.hloomassetmanagement.com.

‘Lion King' prize
winners selected

Robin Spivey of Southfield is grand prize winner in the *
Observer & Eccentric/Mirror Newspapers “Lion King” con- i
test. Spivey receives four tickets to the Saturday, Dec. 1, per-. - EH
formance at the Detroit Opera House. ' .

Other winners of “Lion King” gift packs are: Kelly Brang _ i
of Garden City, the Gaffke family of Livonia, Charlene = | i
Diehl'of Farmington Hills, Gloria Millér of Westland, Shelly B
Stallwerth of Southfield, Karen Morawski of Rochester, . |
Norbert Ostrowski of Royal Oak, Janice Kanka of Troy,
Nadine Martens of Bloomfield Hills, Betty Cespino of Canton
Township, Jerry Powers of Redford Township and Cheryl
Kuzmanovich of Ferndale.

A
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Catch the bus to

Ann Arbor Jackson Gt, Clair Shores

Bay City Lansing Sterling Heights

Srighton Livonia Troy

Burton New Baltimore Warren

Clio Pontiac Weastland

Ehint Roseville Ypsilant]
Saginaw

Forlocations and reservations
call Blue Lakes Charters & Tours

866-2-ROLLEM (866-276-5536)

Mon-Sat
5.5

313.855.1581

ah' li Service Ali Makes and Models
iller Showroom and Service Center
house colis for Grandfather Clocks

25500 Five Mile Rd.
Redford Twp. + Vil 48839

httpy//clackwoed.iscool.net

enjoyed.

Learn About the Treatment of
Arthritis and Joint Pain
with Total Joint Replacement

3t, Mary Mercy Hospital offers a comprehensive,
patient-centered Joint Replacement Program that
guides you through the entire process and prepares
you for a successful, speedy recovery.

if you're considering joint replacement, attend this
free seminar to learn how you can take control of
your life and retur to the activities you have always

% ST. MARY MERCY
HOSPITAL

A MEMRER OF @@ TRINITY HEALTH

36475 Five Mile Rd
Livonia, Ml 48154

P 734.655.4800
www.stmarymercy.org

‘Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-markelplace.com

Mike's Marketplace

FANTASTICG
SAVINGS!

Famil
BAGON v

Lean Tender Boneless

DELMONIGO
 PORK ROAST

Fresh Siiced
SARA LEE

Ib.
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Nan Washburn wilf again be conducting Orchestra Canton at its holiday concert.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER { STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Orchestra to mark holidays
with ‘Christmas in Canton’

Otchestra Canton will per-

form a family holiday concert, -

“Christmas in Canton” on
Dec. 2, at 4 p.m. at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill.

The concert is geared for
all ages with an array of
seasonal favorites includ-
ing Leroy Anderson’s “Sleigh
Ride,” “Winter Wonderland,”
“Jingle bells,” “Have Yourself
& Merry Little Christmas,”
“The Christmas Song,” and
the “Polar Express Suite.” On
the more classical side, the
group will also be perform-
ing severa} dances from the -
“Nutcracker” by Tchaikovsky,
the March of the Toys from
“Babes in Toyland” by Victor
Herbert and the first move-
ment of Beethoven’s Symphony
No. 1 showcasing a special “side
by side” performance with the
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society’s own youth orches-
tra, the Celebration Youth
Symphony. :

Tickets for the show are $20

" Visit the Muscun's New Exhibit.

for adults, $18 for seniors, and
$10 for children. Tickets may
be purchased in person at the
Summit on the Park, or by
phone by calling the Summit at
(734) 394-5460 Ext. 0. Tickets
may also be purchased using
the Village Theater’s secure
online box office at www.can-
ton-mi.org, or at the Village
Theater box office one hour

Or.chestra Canton will be performing many hotiday classics on Dec. 2.

before each performance.

For more information on
Orchestra Canton’s fourth sea-
son please visit www.orchestra-
canton.org.

To learn more about other
ensembles and programs
within the Plymouth Canton
Symphony Society, please visit
www.plymouthcantonsym-
phony.org. '

. 2nd Annual
Craft Bazaar &
Open House

at the

Merit scholars

of 2008,

advance in the competition for 8,200

Eleven students from the Plymouth-Canton Educationat Park - Julie Zhao, Steve Su, Katherine Lu, Siyang Yu,
Emily Movsesian, Jessica Liv, Wenxin Zhu, Theodore Wakar, George Wasyiyshyn, Aaron Goodman and Ryan
Hoffman - were named National Merit Scholarship Program semifinalists. The students rank in the top one
percent of their peers across the nation. The National Merit Scholarship Program has named approximately
16,000 academically tatented high schoot seniors as semifinalists. These seniors now have an opportunity to
Merit Scholarship awards (about $34 miilion) to be offered in the spring

Canton Township Board of Trustees

The township board will hold a regular‘ meet-
ing at 7 p.m. at the Canton Administration
Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road. Agenda

items include:

® Merit commission recommendation for

non-union classified

employees’ 2008 compensation,
W Elected officials’ compensation.

L

ON THE AGENDA

service.

and calendar.

% Proposal for township telephdne carrier

¥ Bid for printing the 2008 service directory

B Preservation project for 425 N. Ridge Road.

B Consideration of the purchase of aintegrat-

ed financial management system,

W Consider purchase of computer hardware

and server software for implementation of new
financial software system. '

AROUND TOWN

Raliroadiana
The $s. Simon and Jude Ushers Club
will sponsor a buy-and swap toys and
trains show noon to 4 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 2, st the church hall, 32500
Palmer west of Merriman, Westland.
Admission is 52 per person, $4 per
family. Food is available and parking
is free. There will be operatirg train
fayouts of various gauges and more
150 dealer tables. Tables are $10 per
table. Reserve tahles by calling {734)
595-8327, Dealer setupis at 9 a.m.
the day of the show.

Nutty Nutcracker
Center Stage Dancea Co. presents
their nofiday production of “The Nutty
Nutcracker.' Loosely following the
story of The Nutcracker, the show
wilt present a wide variety of music
inciuding songs from Dreamgiris.

- Dlymouth
 Historical Musecum

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

some Sammy Davis Jr., a little Bing
Crosby and the soundtrack from
Pirates of The Caribbean. Dance

styles wilt include ballet, tap, jazz, lyr-

icat, and hip hop, The show starts at
4:45 on Wednesday, Dec, 19 at Hillside
Middie School Auditorium. Admission
is free. For more information call
{248} 380-1666.

Youth Philharmonic
The Livonia Youth Philharmonic of
Michigan, a regicnal orchestra, has
openings for interested student
musicians in our infermediate and
advanced orchestras and also the
sax choir. Rehearsals are on Saturday
mornings at Churchill High School.
For more information contact Kathy
Bilger at (734} 464-8704 or e-mai!
auditions@LYPM.org

New Year's Eve party
Ring in the New Year with Jimmy

Howard & Company at a New Year's
Party at the Livonia Elks, 31117
Plymouth Road in Livonia Monday,

- Dec. 30. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.;

party goes until 1a.m, Dinner (oven-
baked chicken and pert tenderloir)
served at 715 p.m.

Tickets are $60 per person. Due to
the Christmas holiday, tickets must be
purchased by Dec. 1,

For more information, call Linda at
(734) 507-9173 or.Mary Ann at (734)
654-0115, or e-mail parties.2go2®
yaheo.com - ‘

Genealogical society. .

 The Livingston County Geneatogical
Society meets 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
13, to hear speaker Marlene Lipon
discuss “Christmas Traditions.” The
mesting takes place at the First
United Methodist Church, 1230 Bower,
in Howell. :

#

1 15 & Main Street, Dlymouth » 734-455-8940

 Saturday, December 1st

‘A Red Ryder
Christmas
Story ...

of Charge

..on December 1st onlyl

¢
RS

From 9 am - 5 pm

. Visit Santa Claus All Day
« Visit the Craft Pazaar &
Pake &ale on the Lower

Level.. Admisgion is $3.00
(Children 10 and under are free)

For more information call
154-455-8940

www.plymouthhistory.org

DECS562600




“I's a GREAT time fora

- Home Equity Loan from
Catholic Parishes |
Federal Credit Union!” |

Line of Credit Loan Term Loan
as low as 7.25% APR* as low as 0.75% APR**
* Variable Rate | . leed Rate
« Convenient Access - | -+ Low payments - amortized over

30-years with a balloon payment or refinancing at term
» Get more money - finance up to 90% of your home’s available equity
* Save money — we’ll waive your closing costs™**

« Save on your taxes — the interest you pay may be deductible
(consult a tax advisor for details)

tholic

| = arishes g
| =2 Pedera| Credit Union e

Serving the.Catholic Community for Over 50 Years!
www.catholicparishesfcu.org

| | Plymouth/ Canton - New 2008 Mal'ﬂi Bran.Ch St,Vaientine Branch §
36111 Five Mile Rd. 25800 Dow &l
- - Livonia, MI 48154 Redford, MI 48239 §|

Corner of Joy and Sheldon Roads (73 4) 4320212 (313) 533-0040 ol

*Rates are variable and can change monthly. Advertised rate is for “A” credit and is calculated as Prime minus .25%. The Prime Rate as of November 1,2007 is 7.50%. Your rate may
be plus or minus the Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal, based on your credit history.
**leed rate is current as of November 1,2007 and is subject to change. Advertised rate is for “A” credit and your rate will be based on your credit history and the term of your loan.
**Loans that are paid off or closed within twelve months of origination will reimburse this cost to the credit union.
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| LOCAL NEWS |

www.hometownlife.com

Joe Hawrylak (left) and Deborah Coleman of Livonia filf their plate with
turkey and the trimmings at the main buffet table at the culinary arts
program's Thanksgiving buffet.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MEETING NOTICE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN
(734) 453-1234

A gpecial meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on
Thuraday, December 6, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. in the Commission
Chambers of the City Hall, 201 8. Main Street, Plymouth, MI, to
consider the following item;

Z07-19 149/157 W. Liberty = Non-Use Variance Requested
Front Yard Sethack & Qif-Site
Dual Use of Parking

Zoned; B-1, Local Business

Applicant: Dominic Maltese

All interested persons are invited to attend.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of
Plymouth will provide necessary ressonable auxiliary aids and
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audictapes
of printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, to
individuals with disabilities, Requests for auxiliary aids or
gervices may be made by writing or calling the following:

MAUREEN BRODIE, ADA Coordinator
201 & Main Street
Plymouth, M 48170, (734) 453-1234, Ext. 206

- Publish: November 25, 2007 OEOBGTZGI0 , 2x4

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA
DECEMBER 18, 2607

Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the Zoning
Board of Appeals THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 20€7 at 7:00 PM.
The meeting will be held in the Board Room at the Township
Administration Building located at 1150 8. CANTON CENTER
ROAD, CANTON, MI 48188. The following agenda will be
discussed:

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag

Roll Call: Randy Blaylock, Jim Cisek, Cathy Johnson, Vicki Welty,
Steven Johnson and Dawn Zuber

Acceptance of Agenda

1 Jeff Packer and Alex Rahill, 42219 Ann Arbor Rd., Plymouth, MI
+ 48170, for industrial property located at 7001 N. Haggerty Rd.,
west side of Haggerty Rd. between Warren and Joy Rcad%
sppealing Zoning Ordinance Article 6.00, Section 6.02U, variance
of 10 ff from the 50 ff front setbaek f‘rnm Warren Rd. and a
variance of 31 ft from the 50 ft front setback from Haggerty Rd.
for religious institutions,

Zone Industrial
Parcel 046 99 0003 715
(Planning:

2. Taleb & Abdatlah Holdings, 15111 W, Warren Ave., Dearborn, Mi
48128, for commercial property located at 45495 Michigan Ave.
{Amoco), south side of Michigan Ave. between Belleville and
Dewitt Roads, appealing Sign Ordinances Article 8A.00, Section
6A.06; Article 6A.00, Section $A.15; Article 6A.00, Section 6A.25,
sign variance.

Zone -3
Parce]l 132 99 0010 712
{Building)

3. Henry Ford Health System, One Ford Place, Detroit, MI 48202,
for commercial medical property located at 6100 Haggerty Rd.,
east side of Haggerty Rd. between Ford and Warren Roads,
appealing Sign Ordinances Article 6A.00, Section 6A.15; Article
6A.00, Section 6A.25, sign variance.

Zome LI-1 Light Industrial
Parcel 047 01 G005 000
(Building}

4, Michael A. Boggio, 30100 Telegraph #2186, Bingham Farms, M1
48025, for vacant property located oh Canton Ceanter Rd.,
northeast side of Canton Center Rd. between Michigan and
Canton Center Roads, appealing Sign Ordinances Article 6A.00,
Section 6A.15; Article 6A.00, Section 84A.21, 1o allow a directional
sign to be placed at an entrance drive which is not located on the
premises of the business and fo allow a 2 ft variance above the
mazximum 4 ft maximum height to allow for an architectural
element on the proposed sign.

Zone C-3
Parcel 129 99 0002 710
(Building}

5, Fairmont Sign Company, 3750 E. Outer Drive, Detroit, MI
48234, for commercial property (Borders) located on the south
side of Ford Rd. between Morton-Tayler and OCakview Roads,
appeahng Sign Ordinance Article 6A.00, Seetion 8A.22, master
signage plan for shops ab Morton-Taylor.

Zone C-2
Parcel 057 99 0061 710
(Building}

Election of officers for 2008

Discussion~ Setting January training date

Approval of the October 25, 2007 Minutes

All written comments need to be submifted to the Charter

Township of Canton Clerk’s Office, 1150 8. Canton Center Rd.,

Canton, MI 48188, prior to 5:00 PM on the date of the hearing.
Publish Noveraber 25, 2007
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Students’ feast helps feed families

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Chef Tony Paquette was
looking for a different way to
do the annual Thanksgiving
buffet served by his culinary
arts students at the Café
Marquette, so he decided to
invite a few friends to come
and eat.

Little did they know that
when they arrived for the
recent lavish feast they
would be helping provide
Thanksgiving dinners
to needy families living
in the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools district.

“The whole thing was
spur of the moment,” said
Pagquette. “We usually do
a Thanksgiving buffet, but
this year, I wanted to take it
up a couple of notches.”

Paquette’s guests included
city and school officials as
well as people who are regu-
lars at the student restan-
rant housed in the William

~D. Ford Career Technical

Center. In exchange for
a sumptuous meal, they
dropped cash and checks’
into a fish bowl destined
for the district’s Family
Resource Center.

The center is working with
the Westland Meijer to pro-
vide the fully ¢ooked meals.
Each meal serves a family of
four and costs $35.

“Not a lot of agencies help
families at Thanksgiving,
they tend to think more
about Christmas,” said cen-
ter director Maria Mitter.
“Last year we provided for
45 families, and helped 34
families before this event.”

Paquette’s students spent
the better part of the week
preparing food for the meal.
There was a buffet table
loaded with everything
Thanksgiving and food
stations where students
served Bananas Foster, sal-
ads, potatoes, omelets and
waffles. In the center of the
rooln, were an hors d’oeuvres
table filled with fresh fruit,
sushi and cold shrimp and
one filled with French pas-
tries.

“I think it’s good what
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Wayne Memorial High School senior Nova Connolly carves and serves turkey Behind is Johnathan Ke!sev, a senior at

John Glenn High School.

they’re doing with the pro-
ceeds to help the Resource
Center,” said Kathy Makino.
“I'm definitely making a
donation, I brought a check
along.”

. Housed in Lincoln
Elementary School, the
Resource Center provides
referrals for services.
Demand for assistance is
up, said Mitter, who receives
“five to 10 calls a day” from
people in need of food. She
has forwarded individuals
to the Bolde Food Depot at
St. Mary’s Chureh in Wayne
and to area churches and the
Salvation Army to get help.

“I'm at my max for fami-
lies,” said Mitter. “The need
far exceeds what we're able
to provide.”

The culinary arts students
for the past two years have
made apple pies for the
Thanksgiving dinners, but
Paguette decided to bring
them out of the kitchen and
put them out in front of
guests,

THE

NEWSPAPERS

Guests like schooi board Trustee Ed Turner (right) select from sushi, shrimj:. _
fresh fruit and cheese on the appetizer table.

“T always try to do some-
thing on the edge,” said
Paquette. “I think 'l do
more of these, people really
like them.”

Deborah Coleman of
Livonia agrees.
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CLIP AND MAIL OR CALL 1-866-887-2737
Wail to: Gircuiation Department, 36251 Schooicraft, Livonia, M! 48150
[ T'd like to subseribe to my hometown news every Sunday and Thursday for six
months at $34.95 and recieve a $10 Meijer Gift Card.

(JPAYMENT ENCLOSED  [IBILL ME

Address:

ity

Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Credit Card Number:

Credit Card information: CIVISA IMasterCard [ Discover JAmex

Signature;

“It’s very well done,” she
said.

“It’s something the kids
can be proud of”

smason@hometownlife.com
{734)953-2132

llKE HﬁMBEBS"

KNOW THE SGGBE

t:hm,k et the gy
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TEATERS

Ford Rd.
I'rlctd Righa

1 Mite Wast ot IKEA -
- DETROIT’S BEST

.DVIE DEAL

" ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STABIUEA SEATING

BIG SCREENS
$4.®0 .I'LLSEATS

- $ 6 . 5 G ENCEPT ABULY BVE.

Free drink refilja & 25¢ corm reflls

B SHOWTIMES 11/28 - 11/2¢ ) Mo passes

£3 ENCHANTED (PG)
o] 11:00, 1:30, 4:00, 6:55, 9:15
g RI/SAT LS 1135
b O THE MIST (R)
14:00, 1:40, 4:35, 7:20, 10:00
MR, MABGRIGINS WONDER
EMPORIIN ()
1220, 2:80, 450, 7:10, 3120
FRI/SAT LS 11:40 :
O BEBWULF (Pe13)
11:26, 1:55, 4:25, 7:00, 2:30

g 14:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:08, 9040
W BEE MOVIE (PG}
11115, 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:05







