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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Shortly before 8 a.m. on
Tuesday, a major explosion
rocked a Canton neighborhood,
and turned a 3,500-square-~
foot home into rubble.

Miraculously, Dave and Jan
Goble, both 64, survived the
blast that leveled their home
on Waterview Court in the
affluent Fairways West subdi-
vision near Beck and Cherry
Hill. They were both inside
the home when the explosion
occurred.

Neighbors pulled Jan Goble
from the wreckage. As they
were doing so, Dave Goble
walked out of it on his own.

Gurwinder Singh, who lives
a couple houses down from the
Gobles, was one of the people
who pulled Jan Goble from |
the rubble. A

Jan and Dave Goble, shown here at
the recent groundbreaking ceremony
for Canion Friendship Church, both
survived the blast with relatively
mirer injuries. |

couple hours

after the explo- firefighters
sion, which he  See our Web site for a photo gailery  arrived on
compared to  from the scene of the explosion. the scene,

a bomb going they. found
off, he was still shaken up by the couple outside of the home
the whole incident. with the neighbors, and they

“It was loud, unbelievably
loud. 1looked out my kitchen
window and saw shingles fly-
ing in the aijr,” Singh said.
“About four or five of us ran
over there and helped pull
her out. She was bleeding, 1
couldn’t even look her in the
face, she was so shaken, And
then Dave came out of the
rubble from the other side on

were transported to 51, Joseph
Mercy Hospital in Ypsiltanti,
where they were treated for
minor injuries.

Canton Fire Chief Mike
Rorabacher was at the scene
along with dozens of emergen-
cy workers, along with workers
with DTE who were called to

Please see EXPLOSION, A2
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House explosion rocks Canton neighborhood

Suspects agree

to delay

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Lawyers for Jean Pierre
Orlewicz and Alexander
Letkemann dido’t have much
to say Monday in 35th District
Court, having been gagged by
Judge Michael Gerou last week.

But the gag order Gerou
signed Nov. 15 doesn’t apply
to the murder suspecis’ par-
ents, and Peter Letkemann of
Westland had plenty to say.

The teen murder suspecis
were making their first appear-
ance in court since their Nov.
12 arraignment in Romulus
on first~-degree murder, felony
murder and mutilation of a
corpse charges. They were
there to waive their right to a
preliminary hearing within 14
days of being arraigned. .

‘Orlewicz, 17, a Canton High
School senior from Plymouth
Township, and Letkemann, an
18-year-old former Churchill
High School student from
Westland, are charged in the
murder of 26-year-old Daniel
Sorensen of River Rouge.

The preliminary exam was

hearing

moved to Nov. 30.

In court Monday, defense
lawyers said the delay in the
preliminary hearing was
necessary because “of discov-
ery issues.” Wayne County
Assistant Prosecutor Robert
Moeran told Gerou all discovery
issues were being taken care
of and would be settled well in
advance of the Nov. 30 hearing,

Outside the courtroom
Monday, Peter Letkemann
said his son’s lawyer, Raymond
Cassar, fought the gag order.

“(Cassar) fought hard against
the gag order, fought for my
right to continue to speak, and
I will continue to speak,” said
the elder Letkemann, who has
been a frequent voice in the
media.

While saying people are
comting forward with informa-
tion following reports in the
press, Letkemann acknowl-
edged the media — including
what he called “the blog-o-
sphere” — is also contributing
to discussion, both positive and
negative, about his son.

“I hear things about Alex
floating around ... people

4

DETROIT NEWS POSL PHOTOS

Murder suspects Jean Pierre Orlewicz (feft) and Alexander Letkemann
appeared in 35th District Court in Plymouth Monday to waive the 14-day
requirement to hold a preliminary hearing. The hearing was rescheduled for
Nov. 30. Orlewicz defense attorney James Thomas is to the left; Letkemann's
attorney, Raymond Cassar, is to the right.

Kim and Jim
| Sorensen of
Westland, parents
of murder victim
{ Daniel Sorensen,
| were in 35th
i District Court

3 Monday for the
prefiminary
hearing of the
teenagers accused
of killing their son.

are going to say things,” said
Letkemann, who declined to be
more specific. “This case isn't
going to be tried in the press,
but the character of the people

involved is being tried right
now.”

bkadrich@®homatownlife.com
(734) 455-2700

PHATOS BY BILL BRESLER
-STAFE PHOTGGRAPHER

Above, an early morning
explosion leveled the
home of Dave and Jane
Gobie on Waterview
Court in Canton, At feft,
the park behind the
Goble fioie i§ strewn
with debris from the
blast.

BY DIAKE HANSON
CORRESPONDENT

It's not easy to be consis-
tently among the best of any-
thing in the nation, but that’s
exactly what the Plymounth-'
Canton Eduecational Park

Color guard member Alison McCoin expertly handles her rifle as
drummers Max Eflison (left), Ross Blackely, Todd Peterson, Beth
Sample {hidden}, Erik Washington, Ryan Fleisher and Amanda Watson
keep the beat during Plymouth-Canton’s finals performance of

their show, “Qut of the Shadows,” Saturday evening at the Bands of
America Grand National Championships held at the Indianapolis RCA -

Dome.

Lucky seven
Marchers again among top
‘bands in the nation

Marching Band succeeded
in accomplishing once again
this year at the Bands of
‘Ametica Grand National
Championships held Nov.
'15-17 at the RCA Domein
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Please see BAND, A3
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Join the Best & Brightest
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and we'll give you $101!

Community Financial has been aamed one

of the 101 Best & Brightest Campanies to

Waork for in Metropoliten Detrodt, This, and

our B6.2% member satisfagtion rating tells

uk we're doing things right. Open your free

checking gecount at Commanity Financial

and we'll glve you up to 3101 Casil

*Open any new checking account before Novernber 30, 2007 and receive $50; arrange for optional direct deposit and get an additional £51 when activated {See
branch for details). Offer valid on new aceounts opened with funds not currently on deposit st Community Financial. individuals who have had an open Community
Financial checking account in the past 6 months are ineligible. 96.2% satisfaction rating based ori 2006 member survey. NCUA Your savings federally insured
to at least $100,000 and backed by the full faith and cradit of the United States Govemnment, €Y Equal Housing Lender. ©2007 Community Finandial )

(734) 4531200

COMMUNITY
FinanciAL

(877) 9572328 toll free  wwwicfeu.org
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EXPl“SI“N ken glass and debris from the  jumped into my arms, and A HELPING HAND -
i home. They set up a perimeter  wouldn't let me go. I looked ; Debris was strewn
FROM PAGE At around the home, justin case  out my window and neighbors T: E Ci?t“ton 'r;leﬁovjshﬁ}aﬁglg;::\e around the :
' there was another explosion. were out there yelling at me to Afiton, wiere Jan 5 neighborhood by
shut off the gas. Police Sgt. Craig Bouldry get out of the house.” Gobe have been active members the force of the
Later in the day, the fire said flames were shooting 60- Tolinski, who is good since 1998, have set up & fund to blast, A window ~ -
department released a state- 70 feet back behind the Goble  friends with the Gobles, heip the couple get back on their frame from the -
ment, indicating the cause of home when they arrived on said the couple care for their feet. Donations can be sent to! Goble home lies in
the explosion was an acciden-  the scene. Fortunately, thereis  two grandchildren, both Canton Friendship Church, P0,

_tal natural gas leak inside the
home.

“We will be cooperating
with the insurance company
as they conduct a'more in-
depth investigation. The site
is being secured with a tem-
porary fence and the Canton
Police Department will con-
duct regular patrols in the
area,” the statement said.

‘Police officers initially got
neighbors out of the area,
which was littered with bro-

While Supplies Last

Commander 2

Ronil $139.99

Mlllemum R/ C While Supplies Last

Helicopter

* Readyto Fly .-
R/C Airplane

* Perfect for
- Beginners

a park behind them, and not

many homes were impacted.
However, Margo Tolinski

was not so lucky. She has lived

' next door to the Gobles for

about 10 years. She was home
with her 7-year-old son when
the explosion occurred. The
siding on her home melted
from the flames.

“I thought it was a lightning
bolt or an airplane crashing,”
she said of the explosion, “My
7-year-old was terrified, and
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AFX Infinity
Slot Car Set

Plymouth-Canton students.
Their 12-year-old granddangh-
ter is a seventh-grader at
Discovery Middle School, and
their grandson is a junior at

-Salem High Scheol. Both had |

already gone to school before
the explosion.

According to Frank
Ruggirello, a spokesman for
the district, police officers
picked up both of the children
from school and took them to
the hospital to see their grand-

Limit 3
While Supplies Last

Lol $50.99
Meteor HO
Train Set

Limit 3
_While Supplies Last

_Box 871027, Canton, M1 48187

parents.
Ruggirello said letters
were immediately sent out

to teachers to discuss the

explosion with students at P-
CEP, Discovery and Dodson
Elementary, which isn’t far
from the Goble home and

actually shook from the explo- .

sion. He said psychologists
and social workers were being
made available to any students
who needed to talk about the
incident.

“You always worry about
how this news will be broken
to the children,” he said. “We
know some kids were worried

CANTON CINEMA

ondrich Tioke! Kosic & Tickets Oniine

A”'I'Y ) manﬂcm
THEATERS

riced Right 1 Mila V\.'eul of EKEA
DETROIT’S BEST

MOVIE DEAL

ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

BI@ SCREENS
$4.oo ALL SEATS
$6'50 EXGEPT ADULT EVE. I

Froo drink refills & 25¢ corn refills
SROWTIMES 11/23 - 1129 {3 No passes
& ENCHANTED (Pc)

about their own parents. We .
Just wanted them to know
that there was only one home
involved in the explosion.

We wanted to put to rest the
rumor mill before it got out
of control.”

Ruggirello said letters were
going to be sent home with
Discovery and Dodson chil-
dren on Tuesday (their last
day before the Thanksgiving
holiday), explaining that
there would be social work-
ers available after the holiday
break if students still needed
to talk about the incident:

By Tuesday afternoon,
many in the commainity were
already coming to the aid
of the Gobles, including the
Canton Fellowship Church
in Canton where they have

a neighbor's vard. -

been active members since
1998, seérving in many leader-
ship capacities.

In fact, Dave is on the
church’s building committee.
They recently broke ground
on a new church near Beck
and Saltz.

Pastor Scott Petersen said

-the church has set up a fund

and is collecting donations
for the family. Donations
can be sent to the church at
Canton Friendship Church,
P.O. Box 871027, Canton, MI
48187.

“There has been an out-
pouring from the community.

- We want to help get them -

back on their feet,” Petersen
said, :
“It is just amazing they sur-

vived, it was Go_d’s will.”

X 1100130400655915
) O st 7y
B &0, 1:40, 4:35, 7:20, 12:00 @hgm
* Ready o Fly R/C Heli + Bachmann EZ Track | [al &8, MARORIUM'S wonneR
. + Hours of Fun for ¢ Locomotive and :
2M $5?. 99 - Anyone EM $5? ?? 3FreightCars S GANNETY _. HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
T — R S 1
Estes Rocket e supps B i o | HOW TO REACH US |
€5 ROCKCL  wnie Supplies t | B 1715 150, 420, 6150, 5106 Home Delivery/Customer Service .. . .. -866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)
Starter Set | - F“'éi’?éﬁ&l.}ésm - Newsroom.......(734) 4502700 - FaX ....... (734) 459-4224
i Sports NightHine .......... Ceeriareiasaens vevees{734) 953-2104.
Classified Advertising .........oov0nnunns . .1-800- 579-SELL (7355)
Disptay Advertising .,.............. venanreesas(734)953-2153
HOBEY SHOP S POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS :
30991 Five Mile Rd. *Five Mile & Merriman The Canton Observer - Publication NO. USPS 663-670 Publishac every Thursday and Sunday, -
J Rocket&Launch ?3@ %g% @?@@ | zo?nﬁux Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150,
2M $34 99 . o BlastOffforFamﬂ Fun § Lt e »
Y * Bxcludes Peatured Items 36251 Schoolerat, Livonia, Ml 48150

Don'’t Miss the Perfect Pairing of

Saturday, November 24th
From 92:30 ‘til 6:00

Showroom of Elegance along with Vic's Mart and Rose Catering will be hosting a
Pandora Jewelry and Designer-inspired Handbag & Accessories event.

A Light Luncheon will be served by Rose Catering startmg at 11.00 am.

Receive a Free Pandora Starter Bracelet from 9:30 a.m. -2:00 p.m.
Buy 4 Pandora Charms, and get the 5th FREE!

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS! Shop Early!

C’%@ Please bring in your non-
CQ@) “ﬁ@'ﬂé@Wa@ perishables to benefit the

‘ Canton Goodfell_ows. NO
LIMITI For each item you donate, you will be entered in .
our Goodfellows drawing. The prize is 2 42" Panasonic
plasma TV —plus a Panascnic 1,000 watt home theatre
sound system including wall mounting bracket, ali cords
and professional instailation

Drawing will be held on 12-10-07. Winning number will be posted
in the store so save your tickets— and good luck!

6018 Canton Center Rd.,
Just North of Ford Rd.
Canton, Ml 48187
Phone: 734.207.1906

ShowroomOfElegance.com
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BAND

FROM PAGE A1

Indlanapohs

The 197-member. band
composed of students from
Plymouth, Canton and Salem
high schools, was selected from
a field of 85 top bands frotn
across the nation as one of 30
semifinalists, then one of 12
finalist bands, eventually.cap-
turing seventh place with their
10-minute, dynamic, fast-paced
and hauntingly beautiful show,
“Out of the Shadows,” per-
formed over a three-day period
at the nation’s premier band
competition of the year.

This marks the 20th time
the prestigious band has placed
among finalist bands, winning
Grand National Championships
in 1990, 1991 and 1999. :

“This is a great band, great
kids and it has beena really
fantastic season,” a beaming
Marc Whitlock, P-CEP band
director, said following the
awards ceremorty Saturday
evening. “The journey has
been wonderful this year and I
couldn’t be more proud of the
kids”

The finals placement was the
culmination of a stellar season
for the hometown marchers,

who packed their trophy case
with all Flight I first-place
trophies as well as trophies for
Best Marching, Best Music and
Best General Effect it alt local
competitions this fall atthe
BOA Regional Championships-

Band Association State

Championships, where they
also marched offwith the high-

- -estscore of all 40 top bands in .

the state Nov. 3 at Ford Field. .
“They wére pretty amaz-
ing,” & pleased Jennifer Leseth,
assistant director in charge of
auxiliary, said after the band’s
finals competition. “They did
an awesome job-and it's great to
see their lmprovement over the
course of the season.”
- But there won't be much time
to revel in the success of the
season for-members of the band

staff. Leseth said they would be

starting prelimmary planning
for next year in just a coup}e of
weeks,

For this year’s P-C perform-
ers, however, who put in upward
of 25 hours of practice time
each week for the last three
months, it is tire to bask in the
glory of a season well done.

“T feel amaving,” said clari-
netist Nicole Fenwick, a Salem
sophomore. “It’s a lot of work,
but it’s totally worth it. It is so
much fun.”

For drum major Dave Brooks,
a Plymouth senior, Saturday’s
finals competition was the cul-
mination of his four-year band

. experience.

“I think it was the best show

- we've done,” he said. “The place-
. and at the Michigan Competing

ments don’t even matter that
much because we really did the
best show of our season tonight.
Playing our best show of the
season right here was the great-
est payoff”

Trumpet player Tony
Bastianelli, a Salem senior,
agreed.

“I feel like we had our best

show of the season right here at
- finals,” he said. “It was our very

best.”

And that’s no easy task after
sleeping on a gym floor ata
local Indiana school for three
nights, topped off with long
days filled with intense practice
and performances.

But, as Bastianelli explained
matter-of-factly, “You brace
yourself for a physical limit that
normal people don’t push them-
selves to.”

No one understands that
better than their diréctor, who
took a few minutes after the
finals show to reflect on what it
takes to produce a band of such
high caliber.

*“This band is outstand-
ing,” Whitlock said. “And I

ARTS & CRAFT SHOW |

Fr1day and Saturday, Nov 30 & Dec 1"

" think, with a lot of groups like

Plymouth, there is this expec-
tation that they will be in the
finals every year, Butitis a
much more difficult process
than people might imagine
with altost 100 bands here
from so many different states.
We are one of the few bands
that come every year (and place
in the finals nearly every year).
“It is extremely compli-
cated and wonderful and fun,”
Whitlock added. “You startin
February going through and
selecting music. In June, you
find out what kids you have
and try to tailor the show to the
kids. It's a wonderful process;
it takes a very long time; it
takes a lot of people and alot of
great talented minds to coordi-
nate this, It takes an amazing
amount of time and resources
and commitment from these
kids and the school and sup-
portive parents and you end up
with the great product that we
have” .
Pwo other Michigan bands
placed in the semifinals com-

DEANE HANSON

The Plymouth-Canton Marching Band gave a spectacular semi-finals .
performance in Indianapolis Saturday morning at the Bands of America
Grand National Champicnships that moved them into the top 12 bands in the -
natien for the finals performance Saturday evening, where they captured the

seventh-place truphy

petition Saturday — Jenison
and Muskegon Reeths-Puffer.
Plymouth-Canton was the only
Michigan band to advance to
the finals Saturday evening
along with four bands from
Texas; four from Indiaria

and one each from Ilinois,
Oklahoma and Georgia. Less
than five points separated P-
CMB’s 91.6 seventh-place from i
this year’s champions, LD, Bell}

High School from Hurst, Texas, -

with 96.1.

i
i
®
i

The most important event in our 90-year history

“Retr
Multi-nullion ‘Dellar.
Tnventory Must 78@&@%’

Sale

Be one of the first to select from an mcomparable |
collection of quality diamonds, fine jewellery, precious
gems, Swiss watches and gifts culled from the

Schubot vault, private collections and
* the newest designs just purchased

9 00am-4:00pm

_$2.00 Admission

(under 12 free)

Large Juried Show of Handcrafted Items Only
Lunch +Bake Sale «Kids Craft Corner
Hourly Door Prize Drawings

_ —
-
: g Strollers Welcome

LUTHERAN HIGH WESTLAND

33300 Cowan Rd. (1/ 2 M11e East of Westland Mall)
For more information call (734)422-2090

EDSL8&3004

for the holiday season!*

*Atthe lusion of this sp tar event, Douglas
and Sydell Schubot will pass the operation of Schubot
Jewellers to thelr son Brian, who will continue to build

on the 90-year traditlon a¢ jules R, Schubot.

JEWELLERS / GEMOLOGISTS .

Across Coolidge from T'he Somerset Collection
3001 West Big Beaver Road * Troy, MI 48084 - 1.800-SCHUROT

‘Extended store hours Mon. - Sat., 10:00am to 6:00pm... Now open Sundays, 12:00 noon to 5}

*We are required to exclude certain watch brands and designers from this event. .

Take a break from shopping the
overcrowded malls on the day after
Thanksgiving...

Shop American House Senior Living
Residences instead!

Friday, 11/23/07 from 10am - 4pm

—— Affordable senior living is closer than you think:

Call 877-266-0877 to find the location nearest you!

Three meals a day % Weekly housekeeping % Personal care services provided by an
on-site medicare-certified home healthcare company % Wide variety of activities
Transportation ¥ Call for a complete list of lifestyle benefits
Leave the shoveling behind and come get comfortable before winter sets in.

* Bring this ad and receive a $50 gas card when you leave a commumty

fee, and a $500 prepaid Visa card upon move in.
TDDit 800-649-3777

Welcame Home

Amemcan
Hous

Sendor Living Residences

. _r Affordable senior living with all the comforts of home, / americanhouse.com "

WINDOW & DOOR

only,
save an additional

200"

*off your total purchase of 4 or more windows
when you schedule 2 free in-home consultation
during this showroom event

Save 100 per unit
12 months

NO PAYMENTS, NO INTEREST"*

*when you piirchase any combination of
4 or more windows or patio doors

Friday, November 23 |
through

Monday, November 26
~ Closed Sunday —

Farmington Hills Showroom:
30750 W. Eight Mile Rd.
Open M-W;, Fri 10-6; Th 10-8; Sat 10-4
o, | A

0y
g
gMile

Py s f &

For a free consultation or information packet:

« Call 1-888-868-8803 oo

a Visit renewalbyandersen.com

WINDOW REPLAOEMENT an A.ndersenCompanV

T As compared to ordinary single pane glass inwinter. . '

* DETAILS OF OFFER - Offer expires Dacember 22, 2007, Additional $200 off total purchase of 4 or more windows or patio doors, when an gppointment is scheduled at this showroom event,
Nat vatid with ather offers or prior purchases, Financing available with approved cradit only. Available only at participating locations, See your local Renewal by Andersen location for detatls.
Some Renewal by Andersan focations are independzntly owned and operated. License aumber available upon request. “ENERGY STAR” 1s'a registered trademark of the US. Enviroamental
Protecion: Agency. *Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2007 Andersen: Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Detroit's Thanksgiving parade has local flavor
BY TONY BRUSCATO drill team actually gotitsstart  up for this kind of time, We Lowe, who has been on the
STAFF WRITER three years eatlier in Plymouth.  figured wewould doitforafew  35th District Court bench for 13 ‘l
: - “We really just did it for the years and the crowd would wear  years and a trial lawyer 12 years
The first year the Fred Hill Fourth of July parade, thinking  thin of our act,” he added. “But before that, said he's sometimes
Briefcase Drill Teem filledout . it would be a one-time thing. T its been a great experience. I've  more recognized by people for- Y
an application tobein Defroits  didn't think we'd be thereasec-  made some of my best friends his participation in the Briefcase I
America’s ThanksgivingDay ~ ond year,” Hill said. “Then the while with the drill team.” Drill Team.
Parade, the committee that ~  Ann Arbor parade wanted us,the  The Briefease Drill Teamholds ~ “There are people who will rec-
decides who's in and who's out Wall Street Journal called,and  only one “secret’ practiceayear,  ognize me quicker as a member
voted against the guys in dark -away we went,” - - inthe downtown Plymouth park-  of the drill team than as ajudge
suits, sunglasses and, of course, The eclectic mix of marchers  ing deck the Sundaybeforethe  orlawyer,” Lowe said. “When I ] _
bnefcases, marching in the . Includes a computer technician,  Thenksgiving Dayparadetoadd  started attending statejudmal = '
Thanksgiving Day tradition. financial planner, school prin- anewmove ortwo. - conferences, I ran into other Fred Hill's braefcase drifl team performs inits ZOth Thanksgiving Dav parade
“The following year, The cipal and bank vice president. “We're a cohesive, finely tuned  judges who knew of the drill in downtown Detrolt Thursday.
Parade Company organized a Among the group is 35th District  group that knows we have apub~  team and wanted to talk about
parade forthe Grand Prix and Court Judge Ron Lowe of Canton  licto please,” Hill said, tongne-  it.” ' eraland we do ithisway,” Lowe  21st congecutive year.
they asked usto participate,”said - Township, who hasbeen march-  in-cheek. “We have difficult _ Lowesaid there’s no mistak- added. “But we've neverbeendis- - The prestigious All Star tearn,
Hiil, who resides in Plymouth ing with Hill for 22 of the 23 and dangerous maneuvers, like  ing Hill — who organized the appointed.” which originated in 1986 with
and is the seiflproclaimed “gen- - years. the ‘Businessinan Shuffle, the Bnefcase Drill Team 23 yearsago W While Hill's tearn celebrates  only 40 members, has grown
eral” of the 17-member team. “In the beginning, the one ‘Present, Journal’ and our signa-  and leads the group in singing its 20th trip to the Thanksgiving  to 228 performers from high
“The erowd went wild, and thing we had in common was ture ‘Boom-chuka-luka.” “Doo-wah-ditty-ditty” and other ~ Parade, a group of 12 dancers schools all over Michigan. Each
they invited us tothe following  we all bought suits from Fred’s The maneuvers have been chants ~ is the general. representing Dance Athletics,a  year, the squad performs at sev- -
Thanksgiving Day parade The  store formerly in downtown hits at a mumber of well-known Anybodywho thinks this new dance studio in Plymouth,  eral events throughout the U.S.
rest is history.” Plymouth),” said Lowe, 51. “He ~ events, such as the Fiesta Bowl,,  groupisa democmcy is abso~ will be Hip-Hopping along with The All Star Team is composed
‘While Hill and his 16 march knew the kind of personalitieshe  Pro Football Hall of Fame and Tutely wrong,” Lowe said. “I'srun  Clifford the Big Red Dogin their  of pompon girls from more than
ers mark the 20th year for the was looking for, and whichofus  Indianapolis 500. The group by Fred, and he's tolerated some  first appearance in the parade, 40 cities in Michigan, The girls
Briefcase Drill Team marching  in his customer base had it. even made a commercial for inputbythe rest of us, The studio opened only a are responsible for learning the
down Woodward Avenue, the “1 dont think any of ussigned  Beacon Investment. “Inthe end, he's the gen~ couple of months ago, and dene-  routines prior to the eventfrom
. : ‘ ers had to make their andition a DVD created for them by Mid
. tape in the parking lot of their old  American Pompon staff, Their
\sq; building, - performance style is traditional
“The fact we were able to make pompon, which involves sharp,
the audition, we're very excited precise moves and spectacular
about it,” said Mary Cordara, who  kicklines.
owns the studio with co-owners During the parade, they will
Derek and Courtney Arcenal, perform their routine up to 40
and who serves as its administra-  times. The All Star Team's uni-
tive director. forms are patriotic colors of red, -
Cordara said parade organizers-  silver, blue and black with metal--
specified the placement andthe  lic pompons.
song — Who Let the Dogs Out? In addition to America’s
— but only provided the music Thanksgiving Day Parade, the
gbout 10 days ago. team will be performing Dec. 26
“We choreographedourown at the Motor City Bowl at Ford
(routine) for the audition, but Field in Detroit. They have also -
they told us what we would doin  had the honor of performing at |
the parade,” Cordara said, “We've  presidential inaugural parades
been working hard togetready  for President Bill Clinton and
forit” President George W. Bugh; the
W Theelite Mid-American Fiesta Bowl and Citrus Bowl :
Pornipon All Star team Parades; the 1996 Olympics
. — including a dozen members in Atlanta; Sea World of Ohio; i
from Plymouth High School Pistons and Ignition games; i
~— will perform in Americas Epcot Center; and on Carnival i
Thanksgiving Day Paradefor the  Cruise Lines.
. P
4F
&

Investing
Plymouth and Canton.

in...

M TO 4PM

S LIRS

Detroit Edison is planning $7 million in upgrades to the electrical
“system in Plymouth and Canton. Work has already begun. Once
_completed, it will provide improved reliability for years to come

We'll be:

* Repairing or replacing hundreds of transfurmers, fuses,
lightning arresters and other pieces of squipment.

+ Trimming thousands of trees to reduce power outages.
* Repiacing or reconductoring miles of overhead power lines.

» Inspecting thousands of utility poles to identify and corract
potential problems.

* Rebalancing the area’s electrical system to prevent overioaded
electrical circuits.

~ Thigis all a part of our ongoing commitment to deliver the energy
Y our customers need, when they nesd it — today, tomorrow and
into the future.

Sunday Dec. 16*
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

QEOBSOBEOS

For information on Detroit Edison programs, products and sarvices,

call 800477.4747.
or visit my.dteenergy.com.

DTE Energy
. Detroit Bdison

‘The Power of Your Community | e=DTE®.

www.SinghWeb.com
Closed Wed. & Thurs.
Quick-Delivery Homes Avallable

Models Open 12-6 pm =
Realtors Welcome »
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S Food Fun&r-‘rleﬁda o
3593 Main Street * Dowatown Plyn otd:h_}'

- 734-416-0100

| WWW. compmsclmmg com

ur Hmhelay Parties _
Nare Your New Years Eve-

f' Re%xw tions Now!
'Dmmg Raom Avavfaé/e

W}nnér of Wme Specfator 5| 9;
Award of Excellence 2000 & 2007 ' j’

380 5. Main Street * Downtown Plymouth

734 416-9340.
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- Kudos: YWCA recognizes Women of Achievement winners

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN ters.com ta help other young YWCA goal to eliminate rac- Twenty years ago her mother
STAFF WRITER - women. Her mother is in her ism and empower women. adopted an abused 3-year-old
fourth year of remission. “TheYis asupport group.  girl, setting a strong, giving
An incredible group of Baracy was awardéd the You can take inspiration from  example for her to follow. And

women stepped on stage to
accept Achievement Awards
presented by the YWCA of
Western Wayne County dur-
ing a luncheon Friday at The
Dearborn Inn.

Giving best describes the,
honorees selecied by the
YWCA of Western Wayne
County. From the young-

YWCA’ Young Professional
Woman of Achievement. The
22-year-old Westland woman

-is currently serving as Miss

Wayne Cotinty. Along with
being crowned Junior Miss of -
Wayne-Westland and 2003
Junior Miss of Michigan

{a scholarship program for
senior high school girls),

any of the individuals,” said
Judith A, Quinn, the 2003
winner of the Woman of
Business & Industry award
and a former YWCA board
member.

Quinn was the first woman
member of the Association
of Iron & Steel Engineers,
now the Association for Iron

she did. Two years ago Clifford
started a ladies night out that
turned into LIFT (Ladies
Inspiring Friendship and
Trust) which has coordinated
several projects to help women
and children who are less for-
funate. '
Clifford told a story of her

father going to church on

est winner, Megan Knuth she won Miss Washtenaw & Steel Technology. A repre- Sunday while her mother
of Livonia, to Woman of the County while a student at the sentative for American Steel stayed home because she was
Year, Carolyn Clifford of University of Michigan. Works in Riverview, Quinnis  covered with bruises. Today

Farmington Hills, each of

their lives were inspiring,
About 350 men and women

guests watched Knuth accept

the YWCA's Young Woman

of Achievement Award at

the luncheon now in its

16th year. Knuth was one of

eight women who accepted

awards, Marilyn Hubbard

received Business Leadership,

Like alt of the award win-
ners, Baracy will mentor a col-
lege student for the next year.

“It’s an absolute honor to
know I impacied someone’s
life,” said Baracy.

Marjorie Sorge says there
“comes a time when you can
give back.” Now that the
Livonia woman’s children
are grown she is not only

fourth year as a YWCA board
member. .
“What these women have

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ashlee Baracy, at right, speaks with Julie Danie!s. Baracy was awarded the
YWCA's Young Professional Woman of Achlevement award.

~

Program (a free preschool
program to provide a learn-
ing environment for children’s

a former Livonia resident now
living in Belleville.

Native Detroiter Carolyn
Clifford talked about the
“Sheroes” she looks up to-

- Rosa Parks, Oprah, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Condoleezza
Rice, Gov. Jennifer Granholm,
and Clifford’s mother Beatrice
who was abused by Carolyn’s
father but went on to start her

Beatrice lives with Clifford
and cares for her step-father -
who has Alzheimer’s. _

“Every 15 minutes a'woman
is beaten in Ameriea,” said
Carolyn Clifford as part of her
keynote speech.

At the end of Clifford’s
speech the veteran reporter
choked up and at least one
other woman was seen wiping

Jennifer Giering for Lawand  able to serve on hoards, but done it's inspirational for individual and group needs own business. tears from her eyes.
Government, and Isabelle participate in a number of people to get involved,” said including disabilities).” Clifford co-anchors the These are the women who -
Behm for Leadership. volunteer activities. Sorge is Carter of Westland. “The Y is During the program Karen 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. news for inspire others.

“1just try to help every- vice president of corporate so very much about wornen. Murphy, the CEQ of the WXYZ-TV 7. A mother of four
one I can so they can get by,” communication for Metaldyne  It’s invelved with domestic YWCA of Western Wayne children, Clifford grew up lchomin@nometownlife.com

said Megan Knuth, a senior
at Divine Child High School.
“I'll do anything to help other
people. It's not just about giv-
ing charity but helping.”

In addition to volunteer-
ing at school, Knuth devoted
time to projects for a abused
women'’s shelter and Nazareth
Farm, a Catholic commu-
nity of volunteers trying to
eliminate sub-standard hous-
ing in West Virginia. When
the National Honor Society
student isn’t dry walling a
house and installing floors,
she serves as secretary of her
school’s medical club, attends
meetings of the Latin Club
which she started, or is busy
applying to various colleges.

“They called me at home to
tell me the news,” said Knuth.
“I was excited because I was
recognized for all the work
T've been able to do.”

Ashlee Baracy was about
to go on to the national level
of the Junior Miss pageant
when her mother was diag-

in Plymouth. She received
the Arts & Communication
Woman of the Year award. .

“I'm very grateful and very
humble. It's a great group of
women to be part of,” said
Sorge.

Cheryl Phillips-Thill is
devoted to a number of
causes. She promotes breast
cancer awareness and
domestic violence programs
as part of the board of the
Oakwood Healthcare System
Foundation and animal wel-
fare through the Michigan
Humane Society. Director
of corporate purchasing for
Masco Corp., she was named
Dedicated Volunteer by the
YWCA.

“It was a total surprise.
I'm honored to be here,” said
Phillips-Thill of Northville.
She received her undergradu-
ate degree from Madonna
University in Livonia. “T get
a great personal sense of sat-
isfaction from volunteering,
anything I can do to touch one

posed with Stage Three breast  person.”
cancer. Then a senior in high Janet Carter says the more
school, Baracy devoted count-  that is known about the

less hours to researching the
disease. Now she’s starting
a Web site, www.bedangh-

Women of Achievement, the
more fitting it is to honor
them. Carter is serving her ,
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o[t Glﬁ Wrapl * (onverient Parking!

‘Uil Ladies Choice List

playmobil
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violence and the Head Start

County, spoke about the

¥

the youngest of nine siblings.

(734} 953-2145
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The St. John Weight Loss Center invites you to a free seminar to learn more -
about your surgical weight loss options. Come meet one of our board-certified
bariatric surgeons. We have performed over 5,000 successful surgeries u$ing all”

available surgical weight loss options.

Together, we will custom design a program to achieve the life-changing results
you desire. You'll not only look and feel better; you'll lower your risk of serious
disease related to obesity. | L

-

s of our upcoming fres seminagrs, or to schedule

5

a consullation with a physiclan. Also visit us al stiohn.org/waightloss/seminars.

A

tor locations and date

=
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Federal regulations protect investors from fraud

recently received a call
from a nervous investor.
Receiving calls from ner-
vous investors — particularly
with what has been happening
in the market — is not unusu-
al. However, what was dif-
ferent about this call was the
caller wasn't concerned about
market volatility, but the safe-
ty of his brokerage account.

The caller had an account
at B-Trade and had just heard
that because of the sub-prime
market, E-Trade was taking
substantial
losses and
there were
stories that
it would con-
sider filing for
bankruptcy.
The concern
was whether
the account
was protected
if E-Trade
went ihto
bankruptcy.
First, I have
no idea whether E-Trade
will file for bankrupicy. That
being said, I told the caller
they virtually have nothing
to worry about because if E-
Trade did go into bankruptcey,
the account would be pro-
tected. E-Trade, like all bro-
kerage firms, is regulated by
the Securities and Exchange
Commission and has pretty
stringent rules as to how it
conducts business.

One rule deals with the sep-
aration of client investments
vs. the company’s monies.
When you purchase a mutual
fund or a stock through a bro-
kerage house, like E-Trade, the
brokerage house is acting as a
custodian. The securities are
not property of the brokerage
house and are not subject to
a creditors’ attack in bank-
ruptcy. In cases where a broker
would run into financial dif-
ficulty, the brokerage account
would remain intact.

When a brokerage house
does begin running into
financial difficulty prior to
filing for bankruptcey, it would
either merge or sell off pieces
of the business. In most cases,
a customer’s account would
be transferred intact to a new
custodian. In addition, the cli-
ent would have almost imme-
diate access to trade on the
account.

Another form of protection
for investors is the Securities
Investor Protection Corp.

MADD
o mark

Money Mittes

Rick Bloom

sober yule

Join Mothers Against Drunk
Driving 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 7, at Westland
Shopping Center for a safe and
sober holiday season celebra-
tion.

Taste test non-alcoholic
holiday drinks and vote for
your favorite. You can also take
home the recipes to serve at
your own holiday party.

Featured guests include:
Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano, Wayne County
Sheriff Warren Evans, and

Westland Mayor William Wild.

For more information, visit
Wayne County MADD at www.
madd.org/mi/wayne.

* Affordable Pricing
* 0% Financing Available
* Extended Warranties
* Quality Installation

(734) 525-1930

| Our 33rd Year! _
UNITED TEMPERATURE

(SIPC). Brokerage firms are
required to belong to SIPC
and this quasi‘governmental .
entity protects investors from
frand. If securities in & client’s
account are mishandled, SIPC
gets involved. Every broker-
age account is insured up to

a half-million dollars. In fact,

- many brokerage firms have

additional insurance coverage.
E-Trade’s additional insurance

SIPC is similar to the
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. (FDIC) for bank
accounts. The FDIC is also
a quasi-governmental entity
that insures bank accounts
up to $100,000, In addition,
for certain types of retirement
accounts, there is $250,000 of
coverage.

Investors should know
that the SIPC and the FDIC
work for the benefit of inves-

tors. A perfect example is
what recently happened to
NetBank, which had $2 bil-
lion in assets and, at the

end of February; closed its
doors. The bank shut down

on a Friday afternoon and by
Sunday morning, depositors’
accounts had been transferred

‘to another financial institu-

tion and people had access to
their money. Even during the

had use of ATM machines. In
addition, items such as direct
deposits, account history and
bill-paying features were also
automatically transferred.

Thus, the individual depositor -

was protected.

It would be nice if investors

were protected from mar-
ket volatility. They are not.
However, investors can feel
confident when dealing with
a reputable firm that they are

protected from fraud and mis-
appropriation of assets.

Rick Bioom is a fee-only financial
adviser, Observer & Eccentric readers

~ can submit questions at moneymat-

ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web sita at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.

_ You ¢an hear Rick noonto 3 p.m.

Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.
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is in excess of $500:million.

SAVE

An Extra

on Fresh Holiday
Greens

While Supplies Lest, Limited to Stock on Hand Mo Ralnchecks,
Limit % items per customer. 4 Days only November 22 through November 26, 2007

SAVE

An Extra
on All Toys -

With this Coupon

Chaoose from Electronic Laammg Aids, Card & Board Games, Dolls, Handheid
Electronic Games, Action Figures, Plush Animals, Playsets, Activity & Construction
Sets, Die-Cast Cars and rmore. While Supplies Last, Limited to Stock on Hand,
No Rainchecks. 4 Days enly November 22 through November 25, 2007

No Coupon
Required

JI

0732051

Prices and ltems Goodt at Your Local Kroger Store
November 22 thru November 25, 2007.
Some Hems may require a deposit.

Visit our Website at www.Kroger.com or
- call Customer Service at 1-800-KROGERS

transfer process, customers

iy

An Extra

on All Housewares
With this Coupon
Inchudes Kitchen Appliances, Cookware, Bakewars, Dinnerware, Glasswars,

Flatware and Kitchen Gadgets. While Supplies Last, Limited 1o Stock on Hand,
No Rainchecks. 4 Days only November 22 through November 25, 2007

0%
~ An Extra |

Indoor/Outdoor

on Christmas Décor
With this Coupon

Includigs THm A Tres, Noveslty Décor, Lighting, and Artiflcial Greenery,
While Supplies Last, Limited to Stock on Mand, No Rainchecks.
. Limit 6 tems per customar, 4 Days only November 22 through November 25, 2007 o

i

ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY: WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES,
Each of these advertised items Is required to be available for sate, If we do run out of an advertised item, we will offer you
your choice of 8 comparable item, when available, reflecting the same savings, or a rainghack which will
eniitle you to purchase the advertised item at the advertised price within 30 days. Only ona vendor coupon will be
accepted per ifem. Capyright 2007, The Kroger Company. No sales to dealers.







