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House explosion rocks Canton neighborhood
BY KURT KUBAN

STAFF WRITER

Shortly before 8 a.m. on
Tuesday, a major explosion
rocked a Canton neighborhood,
and turned a 3,500-square-
foot home into rubble.

Miraculously, Dave and Jan
Goble, both 64, survived the
blast that leveled their home *
on Waterview Court in the
affluent Fairways West subdi-
vision near Beck and Cherry
Hill. They were both inside
the home when the explosion
occurred.

Neighbors pulled Jan Goble
from the wreckage. As they
were doing so, Dave Goble Jan and Dave Goble, shown here at
walked out o f i t on his own. the recent groundbreaking ceremony

Gurwinder Singh, who lives for Canton Friendship Church, both
a couple houses down from the survived the blast with relatively
Gobies, was one of the people minor injuries. ,
who pulled Jan Goble from
the rubble. A
couple hours
after the explo-

• v - A *SJI,>A , - - , * •

sion, which he
compared to
a bomb going
off, he was still shaken up by
the whole incident.

"It was loud, unbelievably
loud. I looked out my kitchen
window and saw shingles fly-
ing in the air," Singh said.
"About four or five of us ran
over there and helped pull
her out. She was bleeding. I
couldn't even look her in the
face, she was so shaken. And
then Dave came out of the
rubble from the other side on

See our Web site for a photo gallery
from the scene of the explosion.

his own."
When

firefighters
arrived on
the scene,
they found

the couple outside of the home
with the neighbors, and they
were transported to St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital in Ypsilanti,
where they were treated for
minor injuries.

Canton Fire Chief Mike
Rorabacher was at the scene
along with dozens of emergen-
cy workers, along with workers
with DTE who were called to

Please see EXPLOSION, A2

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Above, an early morning
explosion leveled the
home of Dave and Jane
Goole on Walerview
Court in Canton. At left,
the park behind the
Gobfe Home is strewn
with debris from the
blast.

Suspects agree
to delay hearing

BY BRAD KADRICH

STAFF WRITER

Lawyers for Jean Pierre
Orlewicz and Alexander
Letkemann didn't have much
to say Monday in 35th District
Court, having been gagged by
Judge Michael Gerou last week.

But the gag order Gerou
signed Nov. 15 doesn't apply
to the murder suspects' par-
ents, and Peter Letkemann of
Westland had plenty to say.

The teen murder suspects
were making their first appear-
ance in court since their Nov.
12 arraignment in Romulus
on first-degree murder, felony
murder and mutilation of a
corpse charges. They were
there to waive their right to a
preliminary hearing within 14
days of being arraigned.

Orlewicz, 17, a Canton High
School senior from Plymouth
Township, and Letkemann, an
18-year-old former Churchill
High School student from
Westland, are charged in the
murder of 26-year-old Daniel
Sorensen of River Rouge.

The preliminary exam was

moved to Nov. 30.
In court Monday, defense

lawyers said the delay in the
preliminary hearing was
necessary because "of discov-
ery issues." Wayne County
Assistant Prosecutor Robert
Moran told Gerou all discovery
issues were being taken care
of and would be settled well in
advance of the Nov. 30 hearing.

Outside the courtroom
Monday, Peter Letkemann
said his son's lawyer, Raymond
Cassar, fought the gag order.

"(Cassar) fought hard against
the gag order, fought for my
right to continue to speak, and
I will continue to speak," said
the elder Letkemann, who has
been a frequent voice in the
media.

While saying people are
coming forward with informa-
tion following reports in the
press, Letkemann acknowl-
edged the media — including
what he called "the blog-o-
sphere" — is also contributing
to discussion, both positive and
negative, about his son.

"I hear things about Alex
floating around... people

DETROIT NEWS POOL PHOTOS

Murder suspects Jean Pierre Oriewicz {(eft) and Alexander Letkemann
appeared in 35th District Court in Plymouth Monday to waive the 14-day
requirement to hold a preliminary hearing. The hearing was rescheduled for
Nov. 30. Orlewicz defense attorney James Thomas is to the left; Letkemann's
attorney, Raymond Cassar, is to the right.

Kim and Jim
Sorensen of
Westland, parents
of murder victim
Daniel Sorensen,
were in 35th
District Court
Monday for the
preliminary
hearing of the
teenagers accused
of killing their son.

involved is being tried right
now."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com

(734) 459-2700'

are going to say things," said
Letkemann, who declined to be
more specific. "This case isn't
going to be tried in the press,
but the character of the people

Lucky seven
Marchers again among top

bands in the nation
BY DIANE HANSON

CORRESPONDENT

It's not easy to be consis-
tently among the best of any-
thing in the nation, but that's
exactly what the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park

Marching Band succeeded
in accomplishing once again
this year at the Bands of
America Grand National
Championships held Nov.
15-17 at the RCA Dome in

Please see BAND, A3

OlANtHANSON

Color guard member Allison McCoin expertly handles her rifle as
drummers Max Ellison (left), Ross Blackely, Todd Peterson, Beth
Sample (hidden), Erik Washington, Ryan Fleisher and Amanda Watson
keep the beat during Plymouth-Canton's finals performance of
their show, "Out of the Shadows," Saturday evening at the Bands of
America Grand National Championships held at the Indianapolis RCA
Dome.
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EXPLOSION
FROM PAGE A1

shut off the gas.
Later in the day, the fire

department released a state-
ment, indicating the cause of
the explosion was an acciden-
tal natural gas leak inside the
home.

"We will be cooperating
with the insurance company
as they conduct a more in-
depth investigation. The site
is being secured with a tem-
porary fence and the Canton
Police Department will con-
duct regular patrols in the
area," the statement said.

Police officers initially got
neighbors out of the area,
which was littered with bro-

ken glass and debris from the
home. They set up a perimeter
around the home, just in case
there was another explosion.

Police Sgt. Craig Bouldry
said flames were shooting 60-
70 feet back behind the Goble
home when they arrived on
the scene. Fortunately, there is
a park behind them, and not
many homes were impacted.

However, Margo Tolinski
was not so lucky. She has lived
next door to the Gobies for
about 10 years. She was home
with her 7-year-old son when
the explosion occurred. The
siding on her home melted
from the flames.

"I thought it was a lightning
bolt or an airplane crashing,"
she said of the explosion. "My
7-year-old was terrified, and

jumped into my arms, and
wouldn't let me go. I looked
out my window and neighbors
were out there yelling at me to
get out of the house."

Tolinski, who is good
friends with the Gobies,
said the couple care for their
two grandchildren, both
Plymouth-Canton students.
Their 12-year-old granddaugh-
ter is a seventh-grader at
Discovery Middle School, and
their grandson is a junior at
Salem High School. Both had
already gone to school before
the explosion.

According to Frank
Ruggirello, a spokesman for
the district, police officers
picked up both of the children
from school and took them to
the hospital to see their grand-

A HELPING HAND
The Canton Fellowship Church
in Canton, where Jan and Dave
Goble have been active members
since 1998, have set up a fund to
help the couple get back on their
feet. Donations can be sent to:
Canton Friendship Church, P.O.
Box 871027, Canton, Ml 48187
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parents.
Ruggirello said letters

were immediately sent out
.to teachers to discuss the
explosion with students at P-
CEP, Discovery and Dodson
Elementary, which isn't far
from the Goble home and
actually shook from the explo-
sion. He said psychologists
and social workers were being
made available to any students
who needed to talk about the
incident.

"You always worry about
how this news will be broken
to the children," he said. "We
know some kids were worried

CANTON CINEMA

BILL BRE3LER
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Debris was strewn
around the
neighborhood by
the force of the
blast. A window
frame from the
Goble home lies in
a neighbor's yard.
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about their own parents. We .
just wanted them to know
that there was only one home
involved in the explosion.
We wanted to put to rest the
rumor mill before it got out
of control."

Ruggirello said letters were
going to be sent home with
Discovery and Dodson chil-
dren on Tuesday (their last
day before the Thanksgiving
holiday), explaining that
there would be social work-
ers available after the holiday
break if students still needed
to talk about the incident.

By Tuesday afternoon,
many in the community were
already coming to the aid
of the Gobies, including the
Canton Fellowship Church
in Canton, where they have

been active members since
1998, serving in many leader-
ship capacities.

In fact, Dave is on the
church's building committee.
They recently broke ground
on a new church near Beck
and Saltz.

Pastor Scott Petersen said
the church has set up a fund
and is collecting donations
for the family. Donations
can be sent to the church at
Canton Friendship Church,
P.O. Box 871027, Canton, MI
48187.

"There has been an out-
pouring from the community.
We want to help get them
back on their feet," Petersen
said.

"It is just amazing they sur-
vived. It was God's will."

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Home Delivery/Customer Service .1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)
Newsroom (734) 459-2700 . Fax (734) 459-4224
Sports Nightline (734)953-2104

Classified Advertising 1-800- 579-SELL (7355)

Display Advertising (734) 953-2153

POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS

The Canton Observer - Publication NO. USPS 663-670 Published everv Thursday and Sunday.

Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan.48150.

36251 Schoolcnft Livonia, UE4BI50

Don't Miss the Perfect Pairing of

PANDOR Saturday, November 24th
From 9:30 til 6:00

Showroom of Elegance along with Vic's Mart and Rose Catering will be hosting a
Pandora Jewelry and Designer-inspired Handbag & Accessories event.

A Light Luncheon will be served by Rose Catering starting at 11:00 a.m.

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS! Shop Early!

6018 Canton Center Rd.,
lust North of Ford Rd.
Cinton, Ml 48187
Phone: 734.207.1906
ShowroomOfEIegance.com

Please bring in your non-
perishabfes to benefit the
Canton Goodfellows. NO

LIMIT! For each item you donate, you will be entered in .
our Goodfellows drawing. The prize is a 42" Panasonic
plasma TV -plus a Panasonic 1,000 watt home theatre
sound system including wall mounting bracket, ail cords
and professionaf installation . .

Drawing will be held on 12-! 0-07. Winning number will be posted
in the store so save your tickets— and good luck!
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BAND
FROM PAGE A1

Indianapolis.
The 197-member band,

composed of students from
Plymouth, Canton and Salem
high schools, was selected from
a field of 85 top bands from
across the nation as one of 30
semiimalists, then one of 12
finalist bands, eventually cap-
turing seventh place with their
10-minute, dynamic, fost-paced
and hauntingly beautiful show,
"Out of the Shadows," per-
formed over a three-day period
at the nation's premier band
competition of the year.

This marks the 20th time
the prestigious band has placed
among finalist bands, winning
Grand National Championships
in 1990,1991 and 1999-

"This is a great band, great
kids and it has been*a really
fantastic season," a beaming
Marc Whitlock, P-CEP band
director, said following the
awards ceremony Saturday
evening. "The journey has
been wonderful this year and I
couldn't be more proud of the
kids."

The finals placement was the
culmination of a stellar season
for the hometown marchers,

who packed their trophy case
with all Flight I first-place
trophies as well as trophies for
Best Marching, BesfeMusic and
Best General Effect $t all local
competitions, this fait at the
BOA Regional Chahipidnships
and at the Michigan Competing
Band Association. §tate
Championships, where they
also marched off with the high-
est score of all 40 top bands in .
the state Nov. 3 at Ford Field.

"They were pretty amaz-
ing," a pleased Jennifer Leseth,
assistant director in charge of
auxiliary, said after the band's
finals competition. "They did
an awesome job and it's great to
see their improvement over the
course of the season."

But there won't be much time
to revel in the success of the
season for members of the band
staff. Leseth said they would be
starting preliminary planning
for next year in just a couple of
weeks.

For this year's P-C perform-
ers, however, who put in upward
of 25 hours of practice time
each week for the last three
months, it is time to bask in the
glory of a season well done.

"I feel amazing," said clari-
netist Nicole Fenwick, a Salem
sophomore. 'It's alot of work,
but it's totally worth it. It is so
much fun."

For drum major Dave Brooks,
a Plymouth senior, Saturday's
finals competition was the cul-
mination of his four-year band
experience.

"I think it was the best show
we've done," he said. "The place-
ments don't even matter that
much because we really did the
best show of our season tonight.
Playing our best show of the
season right here was the great-
est payoff."

Trumpet player Tony
Bastianelli, a Salem senior,
agreed.

"I feel like we had our best
show of the season right here at
finals," he said. "It was our very
best."

And that's no easy task after
sleeping on a gym floor at a
local Indiana school for three
nights, topped off with long
days filled with intense practice
and performances.

But, as Bastianelli explained
matter-of-factly, "You brace
yourself for a physical limit that
normal people don't push them-
selves to."

No one understands that
better than their director, who
took a few minutes after the
finals show to reflect on what it
takes to produce a band of such
high caliber.

"This band is outstand-
ing," Whitlock said. "And I

ARTS & CRAFT SHOW
Friday and Saturday, Nov 30* & Dec Is

9:00am-4:00pm
$2.00 Admission

(under 12 free)
Large Juried Show of Handcrafted Items Only

Lunch*Bake Sale*Kids Graft Corner
Hourly Door Prize Drawings

Strollers Welcome

LUTHERAN HIGH WESTLAND
33300 Cowan Rd. (1/2 Mile East of Westland Mall)

For more information call (734)422-2090

Take a break from shopping the
overcrowded malls on the day after

Thanksgiving...

Shop American House Senior Living
Residences instead!

Friday, 11/23/07 from 10am - 4pm

Affordable senior living is closer than you think:

Call 877-266-0877 to find the location nearest you!

Three meals a day * Weekly housekeeping * Personal care services provided by an
on-site medicare-certified home healthcare company * Wide variety of activities

Transportation * Call for a complete list of lifestyle benefits
Leave the shoveling behind and come get comfortable before winter sets in.

Bring this ad and receive a $50 gas card when you leave a community
fee, and a $500 prepaid Visa card uporrmove in.

TDD# 800-649-3777

Affordable senior living with all the comforts of home./ americanhouse.com

think, with a lot of groups like
Plymouth, there is this expec-
tation that they will be in the
finals every year. But it is a
much more difficult process
than people might imagine
with almost 100 bands here
from so many different states.
We are one of the few bands
that come every year (and place
in the finals nearly every year).

"It is extremely compli-
cated and wonderful and fun,"
Whitlock added. "You start in
February going through and
selecting music. In June, you
find out what kids you have
and try to tailor the show to the
kids. It's a wonderful process;
it takes a very long time; it
takes a lot of people and a lot of
great talented minds to coordi-
nate this. It takes an amazing
amount of time and resources
and commitment from these
kids and the school and sup-
portive parents and you end up
with the great product that we
have." .

Two other Michigan bands
placed in the semifinals com-
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DIANE HANSON

The Plymouth-Canton Marching Band gave a spectacular semi-finals.
performance in Indianapolis Saturday morning at the Bands of America
Grand Nationai Championships that moved them into the top 12 bands in the
nation for the finais performance Saturday evening, where they captured the
seventh-place trophy.

petition Saturday — Jenison
and Muskegon Reeths-Puffer.
Plymouth-Canton was the only
Michigan band to advance to
the finals Saturday evening
along with four bands from
Texas, four from Indiana

and one each from Illinois,
Oklahoma and Georgia. Less
than five points separated P- \
CMB's 91.6 seventh-place from >
this year's champions, L.D. Belli
High School from Hurst, Texas,'
with 96.1. .:

The most important event in our 90-year history

UaM Dollar
Musi 18'& Said/

Be one of the first to select from an incomparable
collection of quality diamonds, fine jewellery, precious

gems, Swiss watches and gifts culled from the
Si luibot vault, private collections and^ -

ilii1 newest designs just purchased ^
for the holiday season!*

U the conclusion of this spectacular event, Douglas
I bot wtU pass the operation of Schubot

I r son Brian, who will continue to build
ear tradition at Jules K. Schubot.

Elegance

_ v JULES R.
SCHUBOT

JEWELLERS / GEMOLOGISTS
* 1« rass Coolidgefrotn The Somerset Collection

l I West Big Beaver Road • Troy, MI 48084 • 1-800-SCHUBOI

Extended store hours Mon. - Sat., lOiOOam to 6:00pm... Now open Sundays, 12 HO •!.
*We are required to exclude certain watch brands and designers from this event.

00pm

WINDOW & DOOR

For 3 CteyS only,
save an additional

saLe
$ •

$100 per unit

PLUS Or

*o£f your total purchase of 4 or more windows
when you schedule a free in-home consultation

during this showroom event

Save

lZ months
NO PAYMENTS, NO INTEREST"

*-when you purchase any combination of
4 or more windows or patio doors

Friday, November 23
through

Monday, November 26
- Closed Sunday -

Farmington Hills Showroom:

30750 W. Eight Mile Rd.
Open M-W, Fri 10-6; Th 10-8; Sat 10-4

Official

Drop-Off Site

6 4 % M O R E E N E R G Y E F F I C I E N T

Renewal
byAndersen
WINDOW REPLACEMENT an Andersen Company

For a free consultation or information packet:

. call 1-888-868-8803 MI
• Visit renewalbyandersen.com

t As compared to ordinary single pane glass in winter.
* DETAILS OF OFFER - Offer expires December 22,2007, Additional $200 off total purchase of 4 or more windows or patio doors, when an appointment is scheduled at this showroom event
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases, Financing available with approved credit only. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details.
Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. License number available upon request. "ENERGY STAR" Is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2007 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.

OEOS71536



A4 (O Observer S Eccentric | Thursday. November 22,2007 LOCAL NEWS www.hometownllfe.com

Detroit's Thanksgiving parade has local flavor
BYTONYBRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

The first year the FVed Hill
Briefcase Drill Team filled out
an application to be in Detroit's
America's Thanksgiving Day
Parade, the committee that
decides who's in and who's out
voted against the gays in dark
suits, sunglasses and, of course,
briefcases, marching in the
Thanksgiving Day tradition.

"The following year, The
Parade Company organized a
parade for the Grand Prix and
they asked us to participate," said
Hill, who resides in Plymouth
and is the self-proclaimed "gen-
eral" of the 17-member team.
"The crowd went wild, and
they invited us to the following
Thanksgiving Day parade. The
rest is history." *

While Hill and his 16 march-
ers mark the 20th year for the
Briefcase Drill Team marching
down Woodward Avenue, the

drill team actually got its start
three years earlier, in Plymouth.

"We realty just did it for the
Fourth of July parade, thinking
it would be a one-time thing. I
didn't think we'd be there a sec-
ond year," Hill said. "Then the
Ann Arbor parade wanted us, the
Wall Street Journal called, and
away we went."

The eclectic mix of marchers
includes a computer technician,
financial planner, school prin-
cipal and bank vice president.
Among the group is 35th District
Court Judge Ron Lowe of Canton
Ibwnship, who has been march-
ing with Hill for 22 of the 23
years.

"In the beginning, the one
thing we had in common was
we all bought suits from Fred's
store (formerly in downtown
Plymouth)," said Lowe, 51. "He
knew the kind of personalities he
was looking for, and which of us
in his customer base had it.

"I don't think any of us signed

up for this kind of time. We
figured we would do it for a few
years and the crowd would wear
thin of our act," he added. "But
it's been a great experience. I've
made some of my best friends
while with the drill team."

The Briefcase Drill learn holds
only one "secret" practice a year,
in the downtown Plymouth park-
ing deck the Sunday before the
Thanksgiving Day parade to add
a new move or two.

"Wê re a cohesive, finery tuned
group that knows we have a pub-
lic to please" HQl said, tongue-
in-cheek. "We have difficult
and dangerous maneuvers, like
the 'Businessman Shuffle,' the
"Present, Journal* and our signa-
ture'Boom-chuka-luka."> "

The maneuvers have been
hits at a number of well-known
events, such as the Fiesta Bowl,
Pro Football Hall of Fame and
Indianapolis 500. The group
even made a commercial for
Beacon Investment.

Lowe, who has been on the
35th District Court bench for 13
years and a trial lawyer 12 years
before that, said he's sometimes
more recognized by people for
his participation in the Briefcase
Drill Team.

There are people who will rec-
ognize me quicker as a member
of title drill team than as a judge
or lawyer," Lowe said. "When I
started attending state judicial
conferences, I ran into other
judges who knew of the drill
team and wanted to talk about
it."

Lowe said there's no mistak-
ing Hill — who organized the
Briefcase Drill Team 23 years ago
and leads the group in singing
"Dm-wan-ditty-ditty* and other
chants — is the general.

"Anybody who thinks this
group is a democracy is abso-
lutely wrong," Lowe said. "Its run
by Fred, and he's tolerated some
input by the rest of us.

I n the end, he's tile gen-

Plymouth and Canton.
Detroit Edison is planning $7 million in upgrades to the electrical
system in Plymouth and Canton. Work has already begun. Once
completed, it will provide improved reliability for years to come.
We'll be:
• Repairing or replacing hundreds of transformers, fuses,

lightning arresters and other pieces of equipment.
• Trimming thousands of trees to reduce power outages.
• Replacing or reconductoring miles of overhead power lines.
• Inspecting thousands of utility poles to identify and correct

potential problems.
• Rebalancing the area's electrical system to prevent overloaded

electrical circuits.
This is all a part of our ongoing commitment to deliver the energy
our customers need, when they need it—today, tomorrow and
into the future,

For information on Detroit Edison programs, products and services,

can 800.477.4747.

orvisitmy.dteenergy.com.
DTE Energy

T h e P o w e r o f Y o u r C o m m u n i t y

0608871780

Fred Hill's briefcase drill team performs in its 20th Thanksgiving Day parade
in downtown Detroit Thursday.

era! and we do it his way," Lowe
added. "But we've never been dis-
appointed."

• While Hill's team celebrates
its 20th trip to the Thanksgiving
Parade, a group of 12 dancers
representing Dance Athletics, a
new dance studio in Plymouth,
will be Hip-Hopping along with
Clifford the Big Red Dog in their
first appearance in the parade.

The studio opened only a
couple of months ago, and danc-
ers had to make their audition
tape in the parking lot of their old
building.

"The fact we were able to make
the audition, we're very excited
about it" said Mary Cordara, who
owns the studio with co-owners
Derek and Courtney Arcenal,
and who serves as its administra-
tive director.

Cordara said parade organizers
specified the placement and the
song — Who Let the Dogs Out?
— but only provided the music
about 10 days ago.

"We choreographed our own
(routine) for the audition, but
they told us what we would do in
the parade," Cordara said. "We've
been working hard to get ready
for it."

• The elite Mid-American
Pompon All Star team
— including a dozen members
from Plymouth High School
— will perform in America's
Thanksgiving Day Parade for the

21st consecutive year.
The prestigious All Star team,

which originated in 1986 with
only 40 members, has grown
to 228 performers from high
schools all over Michigan. Each
year, the squad performs at sev-
eral events throughout the U.S.

The All Star Team is composed
of pompon girls from more than
40 cities in Michigan. The girls
are responsible for learning the
routines prior to the event from
a DVD created for them by Mid
American Pompon staff. Their
performance style is traditional
pompon, which involves sharp,
precise moves and spectacular
kicklines.

During the parade, they will
perform their routine up to 40
times. The All Star Team's uni-
forms are patriotic colors of red,
silver, blue and black with metal-
lic pompons.

In addition to America's
Thanksgiving Day Parade, the
team will be performing Dec. 26
at the Motor City Bowl at Ford
Field in Detroit. They have also
had the honor of performing a t ,
presidential inaugural parades
for President Bill Clinton and
President George W. Bush; the
Kesta Bowl and Citrus Bowl
Parades; the 1996 Olympics
in Atlanta; Sea World of Ohio;
Pistons and Ignition games;
Epcot Center; and on Caraival
Cruise Lines.

1PM TO 4PM
Sunday Dec. 16th

| CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
Open to the Public. Come & Tour Our Fact
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www.SinghWebxom
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Realtors Welcome • Quick-Deliver/ Homes Available

Food, Fun & Friends
3S0 5. Main Street ' Downtown Plymouth

734-4l6:0100
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' Winner of Wine Spectator'/?
Award of Excellence 2006 & 2007
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Kudos: YWGA recognizes Women of Achievement winners
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

STAFF WRITER

An incredible group of
women stepped on stage to
accept Achievement Awards
presented by the YWCA of
Western Wayne County dur-
ing a luncheon Friday at The
Dearborn Inn.

Giving best describes the
honorees selected by the
YWCA of Western Wayne
County. From the young-
est winner, Megan Knuth
of Livonia, to Woman of the
Year, Carolyn Clifford of
Farmington Hills, each of
their lives were inspiring.

About 350 men and women
guests watched Knuth accept
the YWCA's Young Woman
of Achievement Award at
the luncheon now in its
16th year. Knuth was one of
eight women who accepted
awards. Marilyn Hubbard
received Business Leadership,
Jennifer Giering for Law and
Government, and Isabelle
Behm for Leadership,

"I just try to help every-
one I can so they can get by,"
said Megan Knuth, a senior
at Divine Child High School.
"I'll do anything to help other
people. It's not just about giv-
ing charity but helping."

In addition to volunteer-
ing at school, Knuth devoted
time to projects for a abused
women's shelter and Nazareth
Farm, a Catholic commu-
nity of volunteers trying to
eliminate sub-standard hous-
ing in West Virginia. When
the National Honor Society
student isn't dry walling a
house and installing floors,
she serves as secretary of her
school's medical club, attends
meetings of the Latin Club
which she started, or is busy
applying to various colleges.

"They called me at home to
tell me the news," said Knuth.
"I was excited because I was
recognized for all the work
I've been able to do."

Ashlee Baracy was about
to go on to the national level
of the Junior Miss pageant
when her mother was diag-
nosed with Stage Three breast
cancer. Then a senior in high
school, Baracy devoted count-
less hours to researching the
disease. Now she's starting
a Web site, www.bcdaugh-

ters.com to help other young
women. Her mother is in her
fourth year of remission. .

Baracy was awarded the
YWCA's Young Professional
Woman of Achievement. The
22-year-old Westland woman
is currently serving as Miss
Wayne Cptinty. Along with
being crowned Junior Miss of
Wayne-Westland and 2003
Junior Miss of Michigan
(a scholarship program for
senior high school girls),
she won Miss Washtenaw
County while a student at the
University of Michigan.

Like all of the award win-
ners, Baracy will mentor a col-
lege student for the next year.

"It's an absolute honor to
know I impacted someone's
life," said Baracy.

Marjorie Sorge says there
"comes a time when you can
give back." Now that the
Livonia woman's children
are grown she is not only
able to serve on boards, but
participate in a number of
volunteer activities. Sorge is
vice president of corporate
communication for Metaldyne
in Plymouth. She received
the Arts & Communication
Woman of the Year award. .

"I'm very grateful and very
humble. It's a great group of
women to be part of," said
Sorge.

Cheryl Phillips-Thill is
devoted to a number of
causes. She promotes breast
cancer awareness and
domestic violence programs
as part of the board of the
Oakwood Healthcare System
Foundation and animal wel-
fare through the Michigan
Humane Society. Director
of corporate purchasing for
Masco Corp., she was named
Dedicated Volunteer by the
YWCA.

"It was a total surprise.
I'm honored to be here," said
Phillips-Thill of Northville.
She received her undergradu-
ate degree from Madonna
University in Livonia. "I get
a great personal sense of sat-
isfaction from volunteering,
anything I can do to touch one
person."

Janet Carter says the more
that is known about the
Women of Achievement, the
more fitting it is to honor
them. Carter is serving her ,

Fantastic Holiday Savings!
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Ashlee Baracy, at right, speaks with Julie Daniels. Baracy was awarded the
YWCA's Young Professional Woman of Achievement award.

fourth year as a YWCA board
member.

"What these women have
done it's inspirational for
people to get involved," said
Carter of Westland. "The Y is
so very much about women.
It's involved with domestic
violence and the Head Start

Program (a free preschool
program to provide a learn-
ing environment for children's
individual and group needs
including disabilities)."

During the program Karen
Murphy, the CEO of the
YWCA 0/Western Wayne
County, spoke about the

YWCA goal to eliminate rac- .
ism and empower women.

"The Y is a support group.
You can take inspiration from
any of the individuals," said
Judith A. Quinn, the 2003
winner of the Woman of
Business & Industry award
and a former YWCA board
member.

Quinn was the first woman
member of the Association
of Iron & Steel Engineers,
now the Association for Iron
& Steel Technology. A repre-
sentative for American Steel
Works in Riverview, Quinn is
a former Livonia resident now
living in Belleville.

Native Detroiter Carolyn
Clifford talked about the
"Sheroes" she looks up to
- Rosa Parks, Oprah, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Condoleezza
Rice, Gov. Jennifer Granholm,
and Clifford's mother Beatrice
who was abused by Carolyn's
father but went on to start her
own business.

Clifford co-anchors the
5 p.m. and 7 p-m. news for
WXYZ-TV 7. A mother of four
children, Clifford grew up
the youngest of nine siblings.

Twenty years ago her mother
adopted an abused 3-year-old
girl, setting a strong, giving
example for her to follow. And
she did. Two years ago Clifford
started a ladies night out that
turned into LIFT (Ladies
Inspiring Friendship and
Trust) which has coordinated
several projects to help women
and children who are less for-
tunate.

Clifford told a story of her
father going to church on
Sunday while her mother
stayed home because she was
covered with bruises. Today
Beatrice lives with Clifford
and cares for her step-father
who has Alzheimer's.

"Every 15 minutes aVoman
is beaten in America," said
Carolyn Clifford as part of her
keynote speech.

At the end of Clifford's
speech the veteran reporter
choked up and at least one
other woman was seen wiping
tears from her eyes.

These are the women who
inspire others.

lchomin@hometownlife.com

(734) 953-2145
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BRIGHTON
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CANTON
42447 Ford Rd.
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DEARBORN
24417 Ford Rd.
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FairlaneMal!
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DETROIT
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(Model T Plaza)
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towers 200 & 300)
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FARMINGTON HILLS
31011 Orchard Lake Rd.
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Orchard Lake Rd.S 14
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FENTON
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Lakeside Mall
[lower level, Sears court)
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23495 Eureka Rd.
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Southland Mall)
734-287-1770

Oakland Mall
(inside main entrance,
next to food court)
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5745Twelve MlleRd.,
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WESTLAND
35105 Warren Rd.
{southwest corner
ofWarren&WayneRds.)
734-722-7330
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TheWirelessShop
248-458-1111
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The St. John Weight Loss Center invites you to a free seminar to learn more

about your surgical weight loss options. Come meet one of our board-certified

bariatric surgeons. We have performed over 5,000 successful surger-ies using all

available surgical weight loss options.

Together, we will custom design a program to achieve the life-changing results

you desire. You'll not only look and feel better; you'll lower your risk of serious

disease related to obesity.
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a consultation with a physician. Also visit us at stjohn.org/w
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Federal regulations protect investors from fraud

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

1 recently received a call
• from a nervous investor.
m Receiving calls from ner-

vous investors — particularly
with what has been happening
in the market — is not unusu-
al. However, what was dif-
ferent about this call was the
caller wasn't concerned about
market volatility, but the safe-
ty of his brokerage account.

The caller had an account
at E-Trade and had just heard
that because of the sub-prime
market, E-Trade was taking

substantial
losses and
there were
stories that
it would con-
sider filing for
bankruptcy.
The concern
was whether
the account
was protected
if E-Trade
went into
bankruptcy.
First, I have

no idea whether E-Trade
will file for bankruptcy. That
being said, I told the caller
they virtually have nothing
to worry about because if E-
Trade did go into bankruptcy,
the account would be pro-
tected. E-Trade, like all bro-
kerage firms, is regulated by
the Securities and Exchange
Commission and has pretty
stringent rules as to how it
conducts business.

One rule deals with the sep-
aration of client investments
vs. the company's monies.
When you purchase a mutual
fund or a stock through a bro-
kerage house, like E-Trade, the
brokerage house is acting as a
custodian. The securities are
not property of the brokerage
house and are not subject to
a creditors' attack in bank-
ruptcy. In cases where a broker
would run into financial dif-
ficulty, the brokerage account
would remain intact.

When a brokerage house
does begin running into
financial difficulty prior to
filing for bankruptcy, it would
either merge or sell off pieces
of the business. In most cases,
a customer's account would
be transferred intact to a new
custodian. In addition, the cli-
ent would have almost imme-
diate access to trade on the
account.

Another form of protection
for investors is the Securities
Investor Protection Corp.

MADD
to mark
sober yule

Join Mothers Against Drunk
Driving 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 7, at Westland
Shopping Center for a safe and
sober holiday season celebra-
tion.

Taste test non-alcoholic
holiday drinks and vote for
your favorite. You can also take
home the recipes to serve at
your own holiday party.

Featured guests include:
Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano, Wayne County
Sheriff Warren Evans, and
Westland Mayor William Wild.
For more information, visit
Wayne County MADD at www.
madd.org/mi/wayne.

THINKING ABOUT...

•Affordable Pricing

• 0% Financing Available

•Extended Warranties

•Quality Installation

(734)525-1930

Our 33rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA

(SIPC). Brokerage firms are
required to belong to SIPC
and this quasi-governmental
entity protects investors from
fraud. If securities in a client's
account are mishandled, SIPC
gets involved. Every broker-
age account is insured up to
a half-million dollars. In fact,
many brokerage firms have
additional insurance coverage.
E-Trade's additional insurance
is in excess of $500 million.

SIPC is similar to the
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. (FDIC) forbank
accounts. The FDIC is also
a quasi-governmental entity
that insures bank accounts
up to $100,000. In addition,
for certain types of retirement
accounts, there is $250,000 of
coverage.

Investors should know
that the SIPC and the FDIC,
work for the benefit of inves-

tors. A perfect example is
what recently happened to
NetBank, which had $2 bil-
lion in assets and, at the
end of February,; closed its
doors. The bank shut down
on a Friday afternoon and by
Sunday morning, depositors'
accounts had been transferred
to another financial institu-
tion and people had access to
their money. Even during the
transfer process, customers

had use of ATM machines. In
addition, items such as direct
deposits, account history and
bill-paying features were also
automatically transferred.
Thus, the individual depositor
was protected.

It would be nice if investors
were protected from mar-
ket volatility. They are not.
However, investors can feel
confident when dealing with
a reputable firm that they are

protected from fraud and mis-
appropriation of assets.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer S Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays onWDTK1400 AM.
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SAVE
An Extra

on Fresh Holiday
Greens

While Supplies Last, Limited to Stock on Hand, No Ralnchecks.
Limit 5 Items per customer. 4 Days only November 22 through November 25, 2007

SAVE
An Extra

SAVE
An Extra

on All Toys
With this Coupon

No Coupon
Required

Limit 6 Toys

on All Housewares
With this Coupon

Includes Kitchen Appliances, Cookware, Bakeware, Dinnetware, Glassware, •
Flatware and Kitchen Gadgets. While Supplies Last, Limited to Stock on Hand,
No Rainohecks. 4 Days only November 22 through November 25, 2007

ooooc 32053

I I

Choose from Electronic Learning Aids, Card & Board Games, Dolls, Handheld
Electronic Games, Action Figures, Plush Animals, Playsets, Activity S Construction
Seta Die-Cast Cars and more While Supplies Last Limited to Stock on Hand
No Ralnchecks 4 Days only November 22 through November 25,2007 00000

SAVE
An Extra
Indoor/Outdoor

on Christmas Decor
With this Coupon

Includes Trim ATree, Novelty Decor, Lighting, and Artificial Greenery.
While Supplies Last, Limited to Stock on Hand, No Rainchecks
L mit 5 Items per customer. 4 Days only November 22 through November 26,2007 «

y i Kroger cares about your privacy! Please view our current privacy policy at kroger.com or visit the customer seryice desk-

I2207KRO_OE

Items Good at Your Local Kroger Store
November 22 thru November 25,2007.
Some Items may require a deposit.

Visit our Website at www.Kroger.com or
call Customer Service at 1-800-KROGERS

ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY: WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES.
Each of these advertised Items Is required to be available for sale. If we do run out of an advertised item, we will offer you

your choice of a comparable item, when available, reflecting the same savings, or a raincheck which will
enjifle you to purchase the advertised item at the advertised price within 30 days Only one vendor coupon will be

accepted per item Copynghi2007 The Kroger Company No sales to dealers
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Blood drive
Give the gift of life this holi-

day season when you donate
blood during the Canton Public
Library's blQpfl drave.Ttte Red
Cross Blood Mobile will be at
the library on Friday, Nov. 23,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Appointments are available
by calling the Canton Public
Library at (734) 397-0999.

According to the Red Cross,
every two seconds someone in
America needs blood. During
the holiday season, the blood
supply historically drops so
donations are needed. Take the
time to make give the best gift

of all by giving blood.

'Celebration of Lights'
The Canton Concert Band

will present a "Celebration of
tights" at the Village Theater,
focated at 50400 Cherry Hill
Road, on Dec. 8 at 7^30 p.m.
The band will be playing popu-
lar Christmas songs at this
special holiday show along with
some new music. Joining the
band for part of the show will
be a choir, and the audience
will get a chance to participate.

Ticket prices for the show
are $12 for adults, seniors
and youth and $10 per person
for groups of 15 or more. To
purchase tickets, visit www.
canton-mi.org/villagetheater.
Tickets can also be purchased
at Summit on the Park by
phone at (734) 394-5460 or in
person. To purchase tickets at
the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill box office, stop by during
box office hours except on holi-

: days: Monday-Friday, 10 a m
to 2 p.m.; Friday and Saturday,
7-9 p.m. and Sunday, 5:30-
7:30 p.m. The Village Theater
ticket office will also be open
one hour prior to each perfor-
mance.

. For more information about
the show, visit www.canton-
mi.org/villagetheater or www.
cantonband.com.

Preceding the show will be
the 2nd annual charity event
hosted by United Home Health
Services, a not-for-profit home
care agency located in Canton,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. with a
wine and cheese/dessert recep-
tion.

Proceeds go to United's
Patient Support Fund, which
is used to provide home care
to individuals who do not have
medical insurance or whose

No Annual Lease Required - we offer month to month rentals1*

The holidays can
reveal some changes
in your parents.
Sunrise Senior Living can help.

Disinterest in regular activities. Unusual forgetfulness.

Changes in behavior.

The holidays can m&ke you aware of subtle changes in a senior loved one that may

concern you. Sunrise Senior Living can help you recognize the significance of these

changes and help you plan ahead for life's adjustments.

Our resident-centered approach to senior living puts seniors first, giving them options

to meet their individual needs and wishes. We offer a variety of living arrangements,

personalized assistance and care, quality amenities and services, delicious meals,

stimulating activities and scheduled group outings.

All communities welcoming families for tours the weekend after Thanksgiving -

t call for more details!

Move-in by December 15th to lock in 2007 rates - save up to $4,000!+

11 Offisiends 12/15/07 and is based on availability
oSsefectiSmtes Certain restrictions may apply.

1 Al&ALZonly.

SUNRISE.
SENIOR LIVING

Nprthvtlie
Northviiie

Brighton Gardens of Northviiie
Sunrise of Northviiie

734-420-7917
734-420-4000 16100-Hajgrerty Road

Assisted Living • Alzheimer's Care

www. sunriseseniorli vingcom

ft ^ , v •
needs go beyctod the sscope of
insurance coverage^ is also
used to provide en^rgency
medications, food/clothing,

vintage earoltgs.
' 0 S J #

equipment for patiSfits in need.
Tickets are $35 and can be

purchased by contacting Mary
Jane Swanson at United Home
Health Services at (734) 981-
8820. Sponsorships are also
available for this event. Please
call for details. Donations
may also be sent to us at 2200
Canton Center Road, Suite.
250, Canton, MI 48187 or
made by visiting our Web site
at www.uhhs.org.

Historic holidays
Canton will host the 6th

annual open house Holidays
at Bartlett-Travis House on
Friday, Nov 16, from 6:30-9
p.m., and Saturday, Nov 17,
from 1-4 p.m., with storytell-
ing from 4-5 p.m.

This year offers two oppor-
tunities to tour this restored
historic home, which will be
"dressed" for the holiday sea-
son, located on Ridge Road
just north of Cherry Hill in
Cherry Hill Village.

On Friday night from 6:30-
9 p.m., people are invited to
sip hot cocoa and listen"to
nostalgic melodies sung by

, the
^ fdr^ewjBg

from 1-4 pim fft& kitchen will
offer cookies atify&CQfti&P&H
to enjo> i c

From 4-5 p m. a storyteller
will weave holiday y#rns for all
ages. The open house.^iewing
is free and open to th&general
public.

Registration is necessary for
storytelling.

For more information, visit
Canton's Web site at www.can-
ton-mi.org.

Resident named to board Library eXC8lleilCe
Crossroads for Youth, a

nonprofit agency in Oxford
servicing at-risk youth, elected
Canton resident Matthew
Haran to its board of direc-
tors at a board meeting held in
October. Haran was elected to
the office of vice-chairman.

Crossroads for Youth pro-
vides education, support and
counseling for thousands of
at-risk youth and their fami-
lies in southeastern Michigan.
Crossroads' campus in Oxford
includes a school, vocational
center, adventure center, five
residence halls, recreation
facilities and more. For more
information, visit www.cross-
roadsforyouth.org.

Longtime Canton Public Library
Director Jean Tabor recently
received the 2007 Award of
Excellence from the Michigan
Library Association at a reception in
Lansing. Cathleen Russ, chair of the
M LA Awards Committee, presented
the award to Tabor/who is retiring
in January after 25 years of service
to the Canton Pablte Library. The
award is given annually to recognize
a staff member of a Michigan library
who has made an outstanding
contribution to effective and
improved local library service. Tabor
was recognized for her dedication
to library patrons, active service on
local, state a ^ | ^ n a ! c$nmittees,
enthusiasm"

R o b e r t J . G o r d o n , D . O .
FAA-INS, PLLC

Aviation • Immigration
Activity Related Specialized Physical Exams

HAS RELOCATED*
Dr. Gordon Is pleased to announce that after

20 years in the same location caring for his

patients, he has rejocqte,ct his offices to...

38253 Ann Arbor Road Livonia, Ml 48150
734-455-3530

Dr. Gordon will continue his practice specializing in FAA exams, Immigration
exams, race car driver exams, DOT physicals, independent Medical Exams,
police and fireman employer examinations, all employer required
examinations & military member physical examinations.

You may schedule an appointment with Dr. Gordon at
phone no. 734-455-3530, fax no. 734-455-5050,

on-iine at www. PiiotDr.com or
www.DrGordonimmigration.com

*Dr. Gordon has moved from the Michigan Medical Associates Building on Main Street in Plymouth and is no longer affiliated
with Dr. Najam Syed or Michigan Medical Associates.
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A BROADWAY STYLE CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION

Presented by NorthRidge Church

Thu, November 29 at 7:30p Thu, December 6 at"7:30p
Fri, November 30 at 7:30p(SOLD OUT) Fri, December 7 at7:30p (SOLD OUT)

Sat, December 1 at 1 p (SOLD OUT) Sat, December 8 at 1 p (SOLD OUT)

Sun, December 2 at 3p and 7:30p Sun, December 9 at 3p and 7:30p
(3pm SOLD OUT) (3pm SOLD OUT)

Pricing: Ticket prices are $15 and $17 per seat depending on location.
There are no refunds or exchanges.

CHURCH

Tickets: On sale NOW and can be purchased by calling 866.295.9333
or at NorthRidgeChurch.com

Due to the length of the program (2.5 hrs), children under 4 are not admitted.

i Hitit


