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Ken Newman tends to decorations at his granddaughter's mausoleum. 'Allison Newman was NOT a forgotten child,' he said.

Not a forgotten child
Allison's grandparents grapple with grief in wake of her death

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

The weekend her 2-year-old niece
died, Rebecca Worden stood at the
second-story balcony of her township
home and tried to make sense of the
tragedy.

"My house is built similar to (Carol
Poole's) house and as I stood there,
I thought there was no way Allison
could have died like Carol said.
There's no way," Worden said. "It
doesn't make sense. I called my mom
and told her Allison had been killed."

Allison Newman, a pretty, friendly
brown-eyed girl, died Sept. 22,2006
from injuries sustained in the home
of Carol Poole, one half of the Canton
couple that had been granted custody
of the little girl.

As Worden, along with her par-
ents, Ken and Debbie Newman of
Westland, stood outside the child's
tomb Thursday afternoon, the pain of
her death appeared to be as fresji as
the day they learned of her fate.

"The first thing I think about in the
morning is Allison and the last thing
I think about at night is Allison," says

Ken of his paternal granddaughter.
"She was not a forgotten child lost in
the foster care system. I have proof
we were about to get her out of that
house."

Allison, who is buried at Cadillac
Memorial Gardens in Westland, was
the second daughter born to Anne
Hirsch and Kenneth Newman. The
young couple had a rocky relationship
that was peppered with their joint
drug use.

Allison was placed in the foster

Please see CHILD, A6

School board moves toward election shift
8Y TONY BRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education appears poised to change
the annual May school board elections
before the end of the year in order to
save at least a portion of the $100,000
it currently costs the district to conduct
an election.

Many of the scenarios that could save
the district money could be affected by
the state Legislature, which currently
outlaws August school board elections,
but will allow them under at least one
proposed bill.

Holding elections in even-year
Novembers would cost thePdistrict
nothing. But, municipal clerks through-
out Michigan are lobbying against
that option because, of the number of
issues already on November, ballots.
And, some of the savings would occur
if Schoolcraft College also moves its

elections to correspond with Plymouth-
Canton, sharing the cost evenly, as well
as determining if voters should go to
the polls every year, or every other year.

All of the options were presented by
the board's subcommittee at Tuesda/s
board meeting.

"You've painted a very abstract pic-
ture," said Trustee Tom Wysocki after
hearing the subcommittee's presenta-
tion. "I'm in favor of having more elec-
tions. As a society we pride ourselves
on having the right to vote and use our
vote to effect change."

Vice President Barry Simescu said he
likes the possibility of holding elections
every August.

"Right now, we can't do that, but
we're hearing we might be able to do
thai if we wait four-six weeks," Simescu
said. "It seems, to me, a little chaotic to
make good decisions. We're frustrated
with the changing landscape every day."

Municipal clerks, according to the

subcommittee report, say there's alow
percentage of voters at the end of the
November ballot, plus a problem of
spoiled ballots.

"Our issues could be overshadowed,"
said Trustee Steven Sneideman. "What
personally concerns me is partisan elec-
tions, where political parties can use
the larger turnout and throw money at
it... essentially buying elections."

President Judy Mardigian suggested
the Board of Education wait on a deci-
sion to see if the Legislature comes up
with a solution before the first of the
year.

"We can make a change this year if
we want to save money, and I would be
in favor of saving money in some fash-
ion on our elections," Mardigian said.
"Just having said that, we need to bide
our time between now and December
to see if anything shakes out in the
Legislature."

Prelim to
be delayed
for murder
suspects

BY BRAD KADRICH

STAFF WRITER

Murder suspects Jean Pierre Orlewicz of Plymouth Township
and Alexander Letkemann of Westland wil| be in Judge" Micliael
Gerou's courtroom for their preliminary hearing at 35th District
Court in Plymouth Monday.

But they aren't expected to be there for very long.
Orlewicz, a Canton High School

senior, and Letkemann, a former
Livonia Churchill High School
student who got his diploma
through the adult education pro-
gram, will waive their right to
have the hearing within 14 days,
as mandated by law, the Observer
has learned.

The hearing, designed to deter-
mine whether enough evidence
exists to suggest Orlewicz, 17, and
Letkemann, 18, will be resched-

ule potential jury' in a potential uled for later this month, perhaps
trial Nov'30*

' The two are charged with kill-
ing 26-year-old Daniel Sorensen
of River Rouge, cutting off his

Niskar wouldn't comment on
why he brought the motion,
but in the motion he said

her statements would have a
'substantial likelihood'of being
widely publicized and, as a
result,'materially prejudicing'

head, burning his hands and feet to forestall identification and
dumping the body in a Northville Township field. Police say
the murder took place Nov. 7, the body was discovered the next
morning and Sorensen's head was recovered two days later in
Hines Park in Dearborn Heights.

Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor Maria Miller wouldn't
comment on the delay in the preliminary hearing, citing the
gag order imposed Thursday by Gerou. Neither Joseph Niskar,
the lawyer for Orlewicz, nor Raymond Cassar, the attorney for
Letkemann, returned a call seeking comment.

They wouldn't have commented, anyway, because lawyers on
both sides Thursday worked out an agreement barring attorneys,
law enforcement officials and subpoenaed witnesses from talk-
ing to the media about the case.

Orlewicz's attorneys filed an emergency motion with the
court following a press conference conducted Monday by Wayne
County Prosecutor Kym Worthy, at which she labeled the mur-
der "a thrill kill" and used words like "bone-chilling" and "hor-
rific."

Niskar wouldn't comment on why he brought the motion, but
in the motion he said Worthy "should have known her state-
ments would have a 'substantial likelihood' of being widely
publicized and, as a result, 'materially prejudicing' the potential
jury" in a potential trial.

While asserting in a response to the motion that her office
never violated the Modern Rules of Professional Responsibility,
Worthy agreed to the gag order "so long as all parties, law-
yers, agents and/or employees of the lawyers in this case are so
bound."

But not everyone was happy about the order. Although all par-
ties eventually agreed to it during a lengthy meeting with Gerou
before Thursday's hearing, Raymond Cassar, the lawyer for
Letkemann, said prior to the hearing he didn't want the order.
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Suspect nabbed
hours after heist

BY TIFFANY L.gARKS

I
After multiple police agen-

cies combined forces, a suspect
was arrested Friday just hours
after allegedly robbing the
Charter One Bank at Ford and
Haggerty.

The man, who was identified
by three people, was arrested
at a motel in the Ann Arbor
area.

Canton police were joined by
Wayne and Westland officers.

The man has a history of
bank robberies and is thought
to have robbed a Wayne bank
on Nov. 6, said Sgt. Rick
Pomorski of the Canton Police
Department.

Pomorski said the man's
sister immediately identified
him after she was shown sur-
veillance camera photographs
from Friday afternoon's rob-
bery.

"She said 'yep. that's my
brother/" Pomorski said.

The man, whose identity
won't be released until he is
charged and arraigned, is
accused of handing a Charter
One teller a note stating that
he was robbing the bank. He
requested $50 and $100 bills.

Pomorski said the suspect's
hand was in his pocket and
he implied he had a gun. He

The suspect in the robbery of the
Charter One Bank at Ford and
Haggerty handed a note to a teller,
but never showed a weapon, though
police say he implied he had one.

left the bank on foot with an
undisclosed amount of money.

Pomorski said the man
didn't have a weapon at the
time of his arrest.

"We feel good that he's off
the streets," he said. "This is a
good end result for the people
at Charter One and the com-
munity."

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

Sides spar
BY TIFFANY (.. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Fairway Pines was billed
and refused to pay and now
the Pheasant Run Roacl
Maintenance Association
has filed a lawsuit against...
the subdivision. : •:

But Tom Gamache, a ; ,
Fairway Pines board mem- ?
ber, said the issue isn't packv
aged j$s neatly as "you were ";.;:
b i l l e d , y o u m u s t p a y . " ; •'••

"PRRMAfc funding struc-
ture is at a disadvantage to
homeowners and this is an '
illegal fund," he said. "We
need a level playing field."

PRRMA is the orga-
nization responsible for
repairing and maintaining " $-
the roadways within the
Pheasant Run Community.
Fairway Pines, Fairways and
Pheasant View make up the
PRC, with the township as a
partner.

The bill that Fairway Pines

over future road wo
hasn't paid is PRRMA's
assessment for future road
repairs. The two other sub-
divisions have paid into the
fund.

"We recognize that this
is the right thing to do, it's
a good thing but they don't
have the authority to collect
this," Gamache said.

Canton Township
Engineer Tom Casari, the
newest member of the five-
person PRRMA, disagrees.

"I believe PRRMA has
done things correctly," he
said.

Ann Conklin, Canton
Leisure Services director,
serves as the president of
PRRMA. She could not be
reached for comment.

A hearing is scheduled for
Nov. 29 in Wayne County
Circuit Court.

PRRMA has filed suit to
collect the unpaid assess-
ments and Fairway Pines,
represented by Plymouth

attorney James P. Ryan,
has filed a countersuit ask-
ing the court to declare that
PRRMA doesn't have the
authority to make the assess-
ments.

"The township is not in the
lawsuit and the other two
subdivisions are not in the
lawsuit but all three will be
impacted," Ryan said, adding
that he doesn't expect a final
decision on the 29th. "It's not
likely. This is a fairly complex
(issue)."

Gamache, who was among
the first 50 homeowners to
move into Fairway Pines in
1994, said since the home-
owner's association believes
the fund is necessary, they've
made proposals to PRRMA
attempting to establish an
official fund.

"All of our proposals were
rejected," he said, noting
that a proposed meeting
by Township Trustee Todd
Caccamo was rejected by

rk funds
PRRMA on the advice of its .
attorney.

Caccamo, who wanted to
meet in hopes of ending the
litigation, lives in Fairway
Pines.

Township Supervisor Tom
Yack said Canton's position
on the lawsuit falls with
PRRMA. He said any talks
between Fairway Pines and
PRRMA should come after
the court makes its decision. .

"They need to resolve the
underlying issue," he said.

While Gamache is hope- ,
ful that Fairway Pines will
prevail in the lawsuit, he said
PRRMA is also confident in
its position.

"Hopefully Fairway Pines ..
will be given the opportunity
to discuss it's proposal after
the courts ruling, regard-
less of the outcome," he said.
"And maybe an agreement
can be reached that will
preclude further litigation by
either side." :

Banks and nurses team up to give out flu shots in fal
BY WAYNE PEAL

STAFF WRITER

Banks might not be the first
place one thinks of when it's
time to get a flu shot - or the
20th - but local TCF Bank
branches could change that.

They're working with the
Visiting Nurse Association
of Oak Park to provide flu
shots in Southfield and other

sites throughout Oakland and
Wayne counties.

"Who is eligible to get a flu
shot? Just about everyone,"
said Bev Piskorski of the
VNA.

"Generally, the only people
who shouldn't get them are
those with specific allergies,
especially to eggs," she said.
Shots also aren't recommended
for those with Guillain-Barre

syndrome, an inflammatory
disorder affecting the nerves
outside the brain and spinal
cord. Children six months
and older can also receive flu
shots, though Piskorski said the
VNA/TCF program is geared
for adults.

"This grew from an Jdea by
Robert Bergstrom, our execu-
tive vice president and director
of retail banking," said Carol

Uhal, TCF public relations
manager.

Flu shot clinics will be
offered Monday through Friday
at the Southfield TCF Branch,
1753512 Mile, and at select
other branches. Skats cost $25
per person.

Participating branches
include: Canton - 453^5 Ford
Road. Information-is available
by calling (734) 542-3985.

''it.
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Strings and other things
Symphony effort bolsters
schools'music program

BYT0NYBRU5CAT0
STAFF WRITER

Third-graders throughout
the Plymouth-Canton school
district are being treated to
the sights and sounds of a
woodwind and string quartet
this month, as the Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra began
its 10th year of CLASSical
Music Outreach, an education
program for third- and fourth-
graders in Plymouth-Canton
and Wayne-Westland Schools.

However, the future of
next year's program could be
in jeopardy as reductions in
state funding have forced the
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society to launch a $20,000
fund-raising campaign to
partly fund the music educa-
tion program.

"Five years ago, we received
about $30,000 from the state,
which we used primarily to
subsidize non-revenue pro-
grams like classical outreach,"
said Jennifer Philpot-Munson,
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society executive director.
"Last year, the state awarded
us $10,500, but cut it to

$6,800.
"We're trying to raise

$20,000 from individual
donations, and hope to make
up the rest from grants and
corporate sponsorships," she
said. "Because ofthe state of
the economy, the arts are very
vulnerable,"

Philpot-Munson said the
outreach program in the
Plymouth-Canton school dis-
trict, which serves about 5,000
students, costs about $48,000
annually. She said about
$11,000 of that amount is
raised by school PTOs to help
fund the education program.

Jane Libbing, the PCSS edu-
cation coordinator, said third-
graders learn about the wood-
winds and strings in the fall,
and experience the sounds of a
brass and percussion quartet
in the spring. The fourth-
grade program prepares
students for the symphonic
concert experience, culmi-
nating with a trip to Salem
High School for a Plymouth
Symphony performance.

"We have a music education
program not just for people
who are going to be profes-

Third-graders Kyle Amick and Drew Osika listen to the quartet.

sional musicians, but more
importantly for people who
aren't going to be professional
musicians, to enrich their
lives," said Libbing. "Music
education is a vital component
of early childhood educa-
tion, and we hope it will help
children develop an interest
in learning to play an instru-
ment."

After listening to the musi-
cians play and talk about
the violin, cello, flute and
clarinet in the gym at Allen
Elementary in Plymouth
Township, 8-year-old Abby
Rhoades of Plymouth was
hooked.

"I liked seeing how they
played the violin because I
really would like to play the
violin when I get older," said
Abby.

"I thought it was cool listen-
ing to the music, and seeing
how fast their fingers move
and how the keys went,"
added Hannah Schultz, 8, of
Plymouth.

Dennis Carter, 34, the prin-
ciple flute for the Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra, said it
was a similar program when
he was younger that inspired
him to eventually play classi-
cal music.

"I think it's inspiring for
them to see us, and allows
them to see the instrument
and what it sounds like, rather
than from just a recording,"
said Carter, in his fourth year
with the Plymouth Symphony.

Plymouth-Canton school
officials not only use the ses-
sions for students to learn
about music, but also how
music weaves into the sci-
ence curriculum. Kathy
Zuchniewicz, who has played
the violin for the past 10 years
with the Plymouth Symphony
and majored in micro-biology
in college, agreed.

"It's been proven that music
enhances the connections
with math and science," said
Zuchniewicz, who likes the
opportunities to visit with stu-
dents, up close and personal.
"I love the kids' responses,
they're like sponges. If it

Bricks, mortar and other
giant leaps in

the treatment of cancer.

Our Lady of Hope Cancer Center >
St. Mary Mercy Hospital has

just advanced the state of cancer

treatment

, We've just opened Our Lady

of Hope Cancer Center, bringing
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technology and support services

together under one roof. Our
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www.stmarymercy.org
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The kids at Allen Elementary are treated to a performance by a string and wind quartet. Flautist Dennis Carter,
violinist Kathy Zuchniewicz, clarinetist Benhammou, and cellist Eugene Zenzen played, talked and answered
questions.

hadn't been for music in the
schools, I would not be doing
what I do now."

Tim Schoenherr, Plymouth-
Canton Schools K-12 visual
and performing arts cur-
riculum coordinator, said the
Plymouth Symphony program
is invaluable for students.

"You can talk about an

instrument, show a picture
of it and play a recording, but
to see them up close and in
person and being able to ask
questions of someone whose
livelihood is playing them is
far more powerful on the kids,"
Schoenherr said. "It would
have a serious impact on our
curriculum."

The Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society is a nonprofit organization.
For information on the fund-raising
effort call {734) 451-2112, or visit the.
Web site at plymouthsymphony.org

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(734)459-2700
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Tribute to vets
'Tree of Liberty' draws
crowd for annual rite

BY TIFFANY {..PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Canton Township saw its biggest turnout yet
for Sunday's tribute to area servicemen and
women at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill.

"It was phenomenal," said Pat VanDusen, vol-
unteer events coordinator. "This was something
for all veterans of all wars and it's just our way
of saying thank you."

More than 400 people packed the Village
Theater and witnessed the "Tree of Liberty"
that features more than 40 pictures of area sol-
diers.

"We anticipated a high turn out because of
the 'Tree of Liberty/ The families of the active
servicemen and women were extremely excited
we were doing this," VanDusen said, adding
that more than 95 percent of the photographs
were of township residents.

During the event, a large group of Tonda
Elementary students sang several songs and the
P-CEP Chamber Orchestra performed.

VanDusen said the crowd became moved dur-
ing a short video clip that featured the names of

AROUND CANTON

Dan Durack, an Army veteran and VFW member, makes
closing remarks during the Canton Veterans Day event.

dozens of active soldiers from Canton.
"The moment was very touching," she said. "It

was emotional. This was our form of acknowl-
edgement."

The "Tree of Liberty" is on display in the
township administration building.

tlparksHhometownlife.com | (734)459-2700

f
PHOTOS BY DONALD J.ALLEV

Abigail Tyler leads the audience and the Tonda Elementary School singers in singing 'America the Beautiful' during
the Canton Veterans Day event.

NOW - NOV. 24
THE LEGENDARY TICKETS!

Enter your name for achance to win tickets to Walking With Dinosaurs-The Live Experience; Email entries to .:

Choya Jordon at cbjordoh@hometownlife.com with subject line "Walking With. Dinosaurs"," Please include what

city you reside in afong with a telephone number to contact you; All entries, must be. received ' •'. -'

by Tuesday 4:00 pm. One entry perperson/per household please. ' .

Tickets at OlympiaEntertainment.com, Joe. Louis Arena & Fox Theatrb
box offices, and all tfefccfmaster outlets including Macy's.

Charge by phone (248) 645-6666 ,_ o ^

Groups of 10+SAVE! (313) 471-3099 ^

Discover more at dinosaurlive.com -w^SZL-ni

Pioneer fund-raiser
Local residents are being

asked to save returnable
bottles and cans from the
Thanksgiving holiday for the
Pioneer Middle School can
drive set for Dec. 2. Pioneer
students are fund-raising for
a trip to New York City in
the spring and would greatly
appreciate your donations.

It is very easy to help the
kids get to NYC — just leave
returnable cans andbottles on
your porch by ll.a.m. for pick-
up by the students on Sunday,
Dec. 2.

Supporters can also drop-
off their bottles and cans to
Pioneer Middle School, which
is located at 46081 Ann Arbor
Road in Plymouth. There is
a collection spot outside the
school entrance labeled "Cans
for NYC trip." You can drop off
cans any time from now until 5
p.m. Dec. 2.

For more information,
to schedule a large pickup,
or if cans were accidently
missed during the pickup,
contact Pioneer parents Leon
Korstjens (lkorst@ugs.com)
or Lynn Blythe (Ikblythe®
umich.edu).

Chamber luncheon
The Canton Chamber of

Commerce hosts its December
networking luncheon 11:30
a.m. Dec. 5 at the Summit
on the Park, 46000 Summit
Parkway, Canton.

The cost for lunch is $20
and includes a full buffet
lunch, beverages and dessert.
This luncheon is open to the
public.

December's luncheon will
feature Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park Madrigal
Singers and Chamber Choir.
We will be collecting toys and
gifts for Canton Goodfellows
"No Child without a Christmas
program." Each guest is asked
to bring an unwrapped toy or
gift-

December's luncheon is
hosted by the Canton Chamber
of Commerce and is sponsored
by National City Bank and
Yazaki North America, Inc.
Seating is limited and reser-
vations are needed. To make
your reservation, contact the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
at (734) 453-4040. Deadline
for reservations is Friday, Nov.
30.

Railroadiana
The Ss. Simon and Jude

Ushers Club will sponsor
a buy-and swap toys and
trains show noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 2, at the church
hall, 32500 Palmer west
of Merriman, Westland.
Admission is $2 per person, $4 ,
per family. Food is available
and parking is free. There will
be operating train layouts of

various gauges and more 150
dealer tables. Tables are $10
per table. Reserve tables by
calling (734) 595-8327. Dealer
setup is at 9 a.m. the day of the
show.

Historic holidays
Canton will host the 6th

annual open house Holidays
at Bartlett-Travis House on
Friday, Nov 16, from 6:30-9
p.m., and Saturday, Nov 17,
from 1-4 p.m., with storytell-
ing from 4-5 p.m.

This year offers two oppor-
tunities to tour this restored
historic home, which will be
"dressed" for the holiday sea-
son, located on Ridge Road
just north of Cherry Hill in
Cherry Hill Village.

On Friday night from 6:30-
9 p.m., people are invited to
sip hot cocoa and listen to
nostalgic melodies sung by
vintage carolers.

On Saturday afternoon, the
house will be open for viewing
from 1-4 p.m. The kitchen will
offer cookies and cocoa for
all to enjoy. From 4-5 p.m. a
storyteller will weave holiday
yarns for all ages. The open
house viewing is free and
open to the general public,
Registration is necessary for
storytelling.

For more information, visit
Canton's Web site at www.
canton-mi.org.

Canton Thanksgiving
dinner

The Canton Community
Thanksgiving Dinner will
take place from 2-8 p.m.,
Wednesday, Nov. 21, at Fellows
Creek Golf Club, 2936 Lotz
Road, Canton. This is a free
traditional Thanksgiving din-
ner for Canton families and
seniors in need. For more
information, call the Canton
Chamber of Commerce office
at (734) 453-4040.

Radio station
Thanksgiving concert

Radio station WSDP
(88.1 FM) is sponsoring a
Thanksgiving Eve concert
at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
Nov. 21, at the Summit on the
Park in Canton. The concert
will feature the Plymouth-
Canton area bands includ-
ing Monument Monument,
Forever in A Day, The Dry Leaf
Project, and Brion Riborn. The
bands are donating their per-
formances as part of a benefit
for 88.1FM. All proceeds from
the concert will go back to the
student radio station.

Awareness and Activism, a
student group at Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park, will
be on hand with an informa-
tional table. The group was
formed to raise awareness and
raise funds for nations caught
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in humanitarian crises. Two
of their main focuses are the
Sudan and northern Uganda.

Doors will open at 6:30
p.m. Tickets are $7, and
available at the door. More
information is available at
www.88lTheEscape.com.

WSDP is owned and oper-
ated by the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools. Students
at Canton, Plymouth and
Salem High Schools serve as
staff members. The station is
celebrating 35 years of serv-
ing the Plymouth and Canton
communities.

Positive parenting
seminar

The Canton Police
Department and Canton
Leisure Services are partner-
ing together with Community
Financial to present a new
Positive Parenting Seminar on
Monday, Nov. 19, from 6-7:30
p.m., at Canton's Summit on
the Park.

This fifth in a series of infor-
mative parenting seminars
will focus on young people's
needs for basic financial skills
to enable them to successfully
navigate their financial years
ahead. Guest speakers Beth
Troost and Karen Alexander,
education partnership coor-
dinators from Community
Financial, will give parents the
basic concepts and tools need-
ed to help their children move,
toward financial responsibil-
ity and avoid money problems
in the future. They will also
discuss appropriate money
concepts for ages ranging from
preschool to college.

"Although the topic varies
from what we have presented
in the past, I believe chil-
dren and young adults with,
a solid concept of financial
responsibility will grow to be
responsible adults, avoiding
the dangerous and sometimes
illegal pitfalls bad money
management can lead to," said
Sgt. Deb Newsome, who coor-
dinates the parenting seminar
series. ',

Parents attending the pre-
sentation are invited to bring
their children to enjoy activir
ties and Summit facilities
free of charge. Child care will
be provided in the following
manner: Ages 3 and under
will be supervised in the Kids
Corner; ages 4-6 may swim as
long as an older sibling is pres-
ent (otherwise, an alternative
activity will be provided) and
ages 7 and older are welcome
to swim. Ages and activity
intentions will be asked upon
registration.

The seminar is free of
charge, but seating is limited.
Plymouth-Canton residents
interested in attending should
stop by or call the Summit
front desk at (734) 394-5460,
by Nov. 15 for reservations.

Blood drive
Give the gift of life this holi-

day season when you donate
blood during the Canton
Public Library's blood drive.
The Red Cross Blood Mobile
will be at the library on Friday,
Nov. 23, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Appointments are available
by calling the Canton Public
Library at (734) 397-0999-

I

CANTON CINEMA
Goodrtd.
IA1ITV

THEATERS

www.SHTI.eom

1 Mils V/asl of IKEA

DETROIT'S BEST

MOVIE DEAL
ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL S0UHD
ALL STADIUM SEATING

6 • 5 0 E x c m ADULT EVE<

Free artnk refills & 25ts com refills

SNOWTIMES 11/16-11/20 ©Nopassss

O MR. MflGOBIUM'S WONDER
EMPORIUM (G)
12:20,2:30,4:50,7:10,9:20

FRI/SATLS 11:40

O BEOWULF (PG-13)
11:25,1:55,4:25,7:00,9:30
FRI/SAT LS 12:00

O FRED CLAUS ; = 0 ,
11:00,11:30,1:30,2:00,4:00,4:30,6:30,
7:05, 9:00, 9:40
FRI/SATLS 11:30

O LIONS FOR LAMBS <R)
12:15, 2:45, 5:00, 7:20, 9:25
FRI/SATLS 11:35

BEE MOVIE :PG:
11:15,1:50,4:20,6:50,9:05
FRI/SATLS11:15

AMERICAN GANGSTER (R)
11:45,3:00,6:20,9:35

PRISE
' HOoiDRINK

with $2.50 purchase)
of 4 6 M . bag of littery popcorn

• I l l l l l l l l l l l l l • •



www.hometowniife.com
Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, November 18,2007 (*) A5

It's Christmas time in Wayne County, Li
It was Lights On Thursday for Wayne County's annual

Lightfest on Hines Drive.
Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano and Santa Claus were

on hand for the official opening of the county's elaborate four-
mile fantasy of lights. Dancers, refreshments and fireworks were
all part of the festivities.

Lightfest continues every evening through Jan. 1. A portion of
Hines Drive is closed to regular traffic to allow for viewing the
holiday lighting. The program costs $5 per car. Cars enter Hines
Drive at Merriman between Ann Arbor Trail and Warren in
Westland.

A Family Holiday Tree Lighting will be held 4-6 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 8, at Nankin Mills Interpretive Center on Hines Drive near
Ann Arbor Trail.

The Friends of Nankin Mills and Wayne County Parks are
sponsoring the old-fashioned celebration at historic Nankin
Mills. The first portion of the program features seasonal crafts
you can make and take home to decorate your tree. Unique
seasonal games, such as "fruitcake bowling," "pin the nose on
Rudolph" and "reindeer antler wreath toss" are also featured.
Cost of the craft program is $4 per participant. The second
part of the program includes a short outdoor community Tree
Lighting and Sing-along with an indoor visit from St. Nick, spon-
sored by the Friends of Nankin Mills. Refreshments provided.
This is the 20th year the Friends have held this event. There is no
cost for the tree lighting and Santa Claus.

Fireworks explode
over the lights
during the opening
ceremonies for
the Wayne County
Lightfest Thursday
night.

The Lowe's circular in this
week's newspaper contains

an error. The correct price for
the White 9-Cube Storage

on page 6 is $5,4.88

our valued customer.
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Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano joins Santa Claus in flipping the
switch to turn on the lights during the opening ceremonies for the Wayne
County Lightfest Thursday night.

Cars make their way through the lights after the opening ceremonies for the
Wayne County Lightfest Thursday night.

Arthritis Today
JOSEPH J . WEISS, M.D, RHEUMATOLOGY

18829 Farmingtcm Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478^7860

THE DIFFICULTY OF TREATING

For a doctor, relieving a patient's pan is a responsibility of the highest order. But in treating
pain in the elderly, as occurs in the back, after shingles, from an osteoporotic fracture, or as the
result of advanced arthritis of the hip or knee, the doctor faces a dilemma.

The side effects of pain medication in people entering their eighth or ninth decade of life, that
is age 70,80 or beyond, can outweigh the benefit from pain relief,

For example: The accepted way to initiate pain relief is to prescribe non steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs. This class includes ibuprofen and naproxen. For the elderly, the main
problem with the non-steroida! drugs is not that they irritate the stomach, but that these
medications can interfere with proper kidney function and even cause kidney failure.

The difficulty for the eideriy person prescribed narcotics such as codeine, oxycodone,
morphine or methadone is more then the profound constipation these drugs can cause. Their
potential effect to make an elderly person dizzy, unsteady or disoriented greatly diminishes their
value as pain relievers.

Because of t i e side effects on the elderly of many pain relieving medications, the use of
acetaminophen has gained wide acceptance in the medical community. F
is, it can cause iiver damage if taken in high doses over a long time.

Thus, the doctor's dilemma in prescribing pain medication: to weigh tl
medication brings against its risk.

t www, d rjjweiss.yourmd.com

Santa Claus greets the crowd as
he enters the stage to help turn
on the lights during the opening
ceremonies.
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2 Unique Caterers &
Event Planners
4303 Delemere Gt.
Royal Oak, MI 48073
248-549-5242
www. twoun ique. com

5h& Restaurant
44045 5 Mile Rd.
Plymouth, MI 48170
734414-0600
wivw-sijohmgalfconfirence. com/fwe

American Harvest -
Schookraft College
18600 HaggertyRd.
Livonia, MI 48152-2696
734462-4488
www. schookraft. edit/harvest

Andiamo,
21400 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn, MI 48126
313-359-3300
www. andiamokatia. com

Armitage Catering/
Finnish Center
40390 Guiiford
Novi, MI 48375
248-921-7561

Back Home Bakery
42807 Ford Rd.
Canton, MI 48187
734-927-1160
ivww.BackHomeBakeryCanton. com

Black Star Farms
10844E.Revd.dRd.
Suttons Bay, Ml 49682
231-9444255
www. blachtarfarms. com

Bosch's Family Markets
15185 N. Sheldon Rd.
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-414-5200
wunv.buscbs.com

Cadillac Coffee Company
1801 Michael St.
Madison Heights, MI 48071
800-438-6900

Elite Brands Imports
29394 Northwestern Hwy.
Southfield, MI 48034
248-223-1090

501 Temple City Dr.
Troy, MI 48084
248-649-6940

Hie Farm Restaurant
699 Port Crescent Rd.
Port Austin, MI 48467
989-874-5700
www. thefarm restaurant, com

Fiamma Grille
380 S. Main St.
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-416-9340

Five Lakes Grill
424 N. Main
Miiford, MI 48381
248-684-7455
www.fivelakesgrilt. com

Flemings Prime Steakhouse
& Wine Bar
17400 Haggerty Rd.
Livonia, MI48152
734-542-9463

Central Distributors
28100 Gorsuch Ave.
Romulus, Ml 48174
734-946-6200
www. abwholesahr. com/cdo b

Ciao Amici's Restaurant

A New American Bistro
33316 Grand River Ave.
Farmington, Mi 48336.
248-478-2355
www.galajhrmington, com

Galaxy Wine Distributors
29500 6 Mile Rd.
Livonia, MI 48152
734-425-2990

The Great lakes Coffee
Roasting Company
389 Enterprise Ct.
Bloomfield Hills, Mr 48302
248-745-0000
www.greatlakescoffee. com

Great Oaks Country Club
777 Great Oaks Blvd.
Rochester, MI 48307
248-651-5200

Joe's Produce
33152W.7MileRd.
Livonia, MS 48152
248-477-4333
www.joesproduce. com

Josulete Wines Inc. -
Pelee Island Winery
26530 Grand River Ave.
Redford, MI 48240
313-538-5609

LaBistecca Italian Grille
39405 Plymouth Rd.
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-254-0400
www. Ubistecca. net

Loving Spoonful
27925 Golf Pointe Blvd.
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
248-489-9400

Michigan Wine Merchants -
a fine wine division of NWS
17550 Allen Rd.
Brownstown, MI 48193
734-324-3000

Mitchell's Fish Market
17600 HaggertyRd.
Livonia, MI 48152
734-464-3663
www, cameronmitchett. com

The Pastry Palace
28525 BeckRd.#117
Wixom, Ml 48393
248-380-2810
www. tkepastrypalace. com

Pastry Parlor & Tea Room
56808 Grand River
New Hudson, MI 48165
248-446-1500

Queen of Hearts

Sorella's
Homemade Baked Goods
31236 5 Mile Rd.
Livonia, MI 48154
734-525-5544

Station 885
885 Starkweather
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-459-0885
www.station885. com

Stonefire Bistro
440 W. Main St.
Brighton, MI 48116
810-534-0440

Trader Joe's
20490 Haggerty Rd.
Northville, MI 48167
734-464-3675
www, traderjoes. coin

Traffic Jam Restaurant
511W.Canfield
Detroit, MI 48201
313-831-1265
www. traffic-jam., com

Verltas Distributors
32185 Hollingsworth
Warren, MI 48092
586-977-5799

Vine2Wine
Custom Winery of Northville
446 S. Main St.
Northville, MI 48167
248-465-9463
www.no nkvUlewine. com

Brighton, MI 48116-1523
517-404-6009

Compari's on the Park
350 S. Main Sr.
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-416-0100
www. comparisdining, com

DFV Wines
1690 Glen Eagles Dr.
Highland, MI 48357
248-318-7408 •

Eagle Eye Imports
300 E. Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

'Ihe Henry Ford
20900 Oakwood Blvd.
Dearborn, MI 48124
313-982-6067
www. tbehenryfbrd. org

Henry A. Fox Sales Co. -
Midwest Wine Exchange
4494 36th S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
248-930-5616

Hilton Garden Inn, Plymouth
14600 N. Sheldon Rd.
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-354-0001
mww.plymouthstayhgi. com

Holiday Catering 8c
Cooking School
1203 S. Main St.
Royal Oak, Ml 48067
248-541-1414
WUJW. holiday-market co m

32 E. Cross St.
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-487-9223
www.queenofheanspastries. com

The Rattlesnake
300 River Place
Detroit, MI 48207
313-567-4400
www. mnUsnakechtb. com

Riu Carjeton Hotel
300 Town Center Dr.
Dearborn, MI 48126
313-253-4355
www. ritzcarlton. co m

Romano's Macaroni GriH
39300 7 Mile Rd.
Livonia, MI 48152
734-462-6676
www. macaronigritl. com

Rustique Deli/Cafe and Bakery
8946 Napier
Norchvilie, Ml 48168
248-344-7701

Schmitt Sohne/
Kevin D. Chancy Co.
1950 Scenic Dr.
Miiford. Ml 48380

Vintner's Cellar
Canton Winery
85I5N.LilleyRd.
Canton, MI 48187
734-354-WINE (9463)
www. vin tnencan ton.com

Walnut Creek Country Club
25501 Johns Rd.
South Lyon, Ml 46178
248-437-7337

Wine Castle
33415 7 Mile Rd.
Livonia, MI 48152
248-477-5533

Wine Dimensions
249 Cass Ave.
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
586-465-5700

Wines of Distinction/
J & J Importers
360 E. Maple Rd. Ste. T
Troy, MI 48083

WmeStyles
17386 Haggerty Rd.
Livonia, MT48152-2608
734-464-9600
www. winestyles. net

Zingerman's Bakehouse
3711'Plaza Dr.
Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
734-761-2190
www.zingerma.nsi

OPEN
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A trot, then dinner: 5k has options for Thanksgiving
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Before residents stuff them-
selves silly Thursday afternoon,
Canton Leisure Services has
extended an invitation for its fifth
annual Turkey Trot for A Cause
Thanksgiving morning.

The 5K run or walk, which was
created as a benefit to the Epilepsy
Foundation, will begin at.8:30 a.m.
at Pheasant Run Golf Club.

"This is a family-oriented,

healthy, fun way to kick off
Thanksgiving," said Leisure
Services recreation coordinator
Ann-Marie Carravallah. "For any-
one thinking about it, I say try it
out. You may be surprised at how
running can take hold."

The course will snake through
the golf course, Heritage Park and a
nearby subdivision.

"This is a local way to try out
a 5K," Carravallah said. "It's not
intimidating and it's more about
fun than being hugely competitive."

The event will feature a separate
walk or run for children.

Last year's walk had a "couple
hundred" participants, said
Carravallah, adding that she
expects about the same turn out
this year,

"We've had people call from
Maryland and upstate New York,"
she said. "They have family mem-
bers in the area and want to partici-
pate. This is something that people
can do with family that comes into
town."

Participants can register at
Summit on the Park for $20. The
cost includes a T-shirt and refresh-
ments. Registration for children age
12 and under is $10.

Those that wait until the day of to
register will be charged $22.

Carravallah said donations will
also be accepted.

"We are promoting a healthy com-
munity and family traditions," she
said.

tlparks@hometownlife.com j (734) 459-2700

TURKEY TROT FOR A CAUSE
Time: 8:30 a.m. to noon

Date: Thursday, Nov. 22

Place: Pheasant Run Golf Club
Cost: $20 for adults in advance,

$22 the day of

$10 for children 12 and under

The township's annual Turkey Trot

for A Cause is a 5K run or walk and

serves as a benefit for the Epilepsy

Foundation. For more information,

call (734) 483-5600.
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"I'm not in favor of a gag
order," Cassar said. "If it goes
into place, it will scare oeople
away and we won't get as much
information as we've been get-
ting through the media. Right
now, so many people are com-
ing forward because of what
they've seen or read."

While he signed the gag
order, Gerou did say he would
continue to release all public
documents to the media.

• In other developments:
Copies of search warrants

executed in this case reveal the
kind of evidence police from
several jurisdictions collected
as the investigation rolled on.

The highest number of
items seized came from the
Beacon Hill Drive home
of Orlewicz in Plymouth
Township in a search con-
ducted Nov. 9.

Police seized, among other
items, two knives, a machete,
various clothing, a cell phone,
a sample of a gasoline/oil
mixture, a .38-caliber car-
tridge found in a jewelry box,
a gun and computer equip-
ment.

Police also retrieved a box
of .38-caliber ammunition
from the Canton Township
garage where police sa/the
killing took place.

Police also seized a pair
of shoes they say were worn
by Letkemann, and they
searched a pickup truck
belonging to Sorensen,
searching for clues to the
murder, including blood,
guns, bullets, knives, finger-
prints, body fluids and other
evidence.

School district quells rumors in wake of homicide
BYT0KY8RUSCAT0

STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton Schools
Superintendent Jim Ryan sent
a letter to high school parents
Thursday in an effort to quell
rumors and ease concerns after
17-year-old Jean Pierre Orlewicz,
a Canton High School senior, was
arrested in connection with the
slaying of of a River Rouge man
last weekend.

"We want to assure you that we
are working in close cooperation
with the local police and we are
doing everything in our power to
ensure the normal, safe environ-
ment you are used to at the Park,"
read the one-page letter. "Because
of the nature of the crime, the
details may be very disturbing to
our students. The district's top

priority is to make sure all stu-
dents have the support they need
Counselors, social workers and
psychologists are available at each
of the high school guidance coun-
seling offices to talk with them."

Parents waiting to pick up stu-
dents outside Salem High School
didn't seem too concerned about
safety at the Park.

I t certainly wasn't good news,
a bit scary, but IVe always felt
safe here, the security is good,"
said Loren Parker of Plymouth
Township, who has a ninth-grader
atP-CEP.

'All things being equal, with the
number of students and activity
here, it's pretty calm most of the
time," said Mike Shaver of Canton
Township, the parent of a senior
high school student

While police have not publicly

identified a third possible suspect
in the murder case, Ryan's letter
indicates it's not a Prymouth-
Canton Educational Park student.

"While there are many rumors
circulating about details of the
crime, you should know mat there
is no indication from the police
that any other students from our
district were involved," read the
letter. "Please also explain how
seriously school officials take
any threat of violence; even if the
threat is considered a joke, there
are still consequences."

In fact, Ryan said two stu-
dents have been put on admin-
istrative suspension because of
content on their MySpace Web
sites.

"They had nothing what-
soever to do with this crime,"
emphasized Ryan. "There were

no threats, but just the general
content of the Web site... we felt
had potential to be threatening.
To be readmitted, they'll have
to fulfill a few requirements,
including verification by a health
professional these kids aren't a
threat to us, our students or to
themselves."

Ryan said after the Orlewicz
arrest, students at the Park noti-
fied officials about content on a
handful Web sites. Five students
were questioned, and after dis-
cussions with legal counsel two
were suspended

"People may say,we're over-
reacting," said Ryan. "With what
has happened this week, how
can we over-react? How can you
be too safe?"

Seventeen-year-old Amy
Provost, a Canton High School

senior from Canton Township,
said the talk of Orlewicz's arrest
has been the main topic of dis-
cussion all week.

"There are 6,000 people here,
and there are a lot of rumors
spreading around," Provost said.
"But, I feel pretty safe here."

Natalie Schultz, 17, of Canton
said its been a strange week, but
isn't overly concerned about her
safety at the Park.

"Its been kind of hard han-
dling it... it's weird to know
someone you went to school with
could do something like that," said
Schultz. "I don't think kids have
anything to worry about I think
what happened, happened, and it
can happen anywhere."

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(734)459-2700
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care system when she was
around six months old and
eventually ended up with Alan
and Carol Poole.

"We were fooled because
she was going to be in Canton
and in a nice house," Worden
said. "But when we saw Carol
on Sept. 9 we knew something
was wrong. The things she said
didn't make sense. We had
starting making plans to get her
back but who knew the clock
was ticking that fast?"

While Ken sweeps the area
in front of Allison's mausoleum,
Debbie reaches into her purse
and pulls out photographs that
show a smiling, happy toddler.

As her hand shakes from the
cold, November wind, Debbie
stares at the pictures.

"She was beautiful," she says
softly.

Kenneth, who is expected to
be released from a state prison
in Jackson in December, is just
as heartbroken as his family, if
not more, over Allison's death,
according to the Newmans.

"He loved that child so much,"
Worden said, while Debbie
chimed in, "He's a really good
person with a really bad drug
problem."

Kenneth plans to attend
Poole's trial, which is scheduled
to begin Jan. 7 Debbie and Ken
have attended all of her pre-trial
hearings.

Poole, 42, has been charged
with felony murder, first-degree

child abuse and involuntary
manslaughter. According to
police, the township woman
offered multiple explanations
for Allison's injuries, which
included a skull fracture.

The last story she offered was
that the child got hurt when she
flew over a second-floor balcony
during a game of "whirlybird."

"I don't believe that for one
second," Debbie said. "The only
reason that was the last story is
because they stopped asking."

Rebecca said she believes
Allison's abdomen would've
been injured if she fell from the
balcony.

"I believe she hit her," she
said. "If she didn't want to (be
a foster mother) anymore, she
could have called us. She could
have called anybody."

The Newmans say they have
no doubts of Poole's guilt.

"We heard a copy of the 911
call and she sounds as calm
as if she was ordering a pizza,"
Debbie said, adding that Poole
called their home the day
Allison died wanting to give
them photographs of the child.

"I'll never forget it, she said,
I'm sorry for your loss' and she
emphasized the 'your,'" Ken
said.

The Pooles did not attend
Allison's funeral.

Poole has maintained her
innocence saying that the child's
injuries were an accident. A
judge denied a motion by her
attorney in October to suppress
her police statements.

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

i on ]r n toother, Debbie .
Newman, holds a photo of the child
taken shortly before her death.
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Davenport Umversi ocates in Livonia Lawmaker plan offers
hunt dates for disabled

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

The fall of 2008 will see a new
arrival, Davenport University,
on the Livonia higher education
scene. Davenport officials were in
town early this past week to meet
local people, and got a warm
reception.

"We feel this is a very good area
to serve," Davenport President
Randolph Hechsig said Monday
at a Livonia Rotary meeting at
Laurel Manor. The private uni-
versity, based in Grand Rapids,
has some 13,000 students, and
offers programs in information
technology, health care and busi-
ness.

Hechsig also attended a
press conference Tuesday
at the construction sit for
Davenport's Livonia Campus
on Victor Parkway. Mayor Jack
Engebretson, Mayor-elect Jack
Kirksey and city council mem-
bers attended the event spon-
sored by the Livonia Chamber of
Commerce.

"For us how far they get
three years out after gradu-
ation is important," Hechsig
told Rotarians and guests.
Affbrdabflity is an issue with col-
lege these days, and he pointed
with pride to his school's cost of
$65,000 for abachelor's degree.
Davenport also has master's
programs, including in business
administratioa

"We work very hard to keep
tuition down by making scholar-
ships available," he said.

Davenport has broken ground
on a40,000-square-foot facility
at 19499 Victor Parkway (norm-
east corner of 1-275 and Seven
Mile). The campus is scheduled to
open in September 2008.

Cheer for the
hometeam, *

read today's

SPORTS
section

The private university, based in
Grand Rapids, has some 13,000
students, and offers programs
in information technology,
health care and business.

The Livonia campus, at, will
focus on business and technology.
Online courses will be a key com-
ponent: "That's not for everyone,
but it is becoming an integral
part of education."

The facility will feature com-
mon areas, meeting rooms, 26
classrooms, an MBA seminar
room, a 2,000-square-foot
library information commons,
student and faculty lounges and
offices

Hechsig cited such pluses
as faculty with real-life experi-
ence who can meet the needs of
nontraditional, older students.
The library will be open to the
community, he noted, adding
Davenport offers internships
to students and competitions.
through business clubs.

"It gives them a practical
approach to their learning." Class
size averages 15 and technology is
up to date, Hechsig said.

"If you offer the right pro-
grams, you can attract entities
into the community. That's
something we can't lose sight of
in Livonia," Hechsig mentioned
Ann Arbor's great reputation in
that regard, adding 90 percent of
local Davenport grads will work
locally.

"We're here because we believe
there's a need." Hechsig empha-
sized Davenport will fit into
the current higher educational
system, working with the Livonia

J -

Davenport University will open its Livonia facility at Seven Mile and 1-275 in
the fall of 2008.

Public Schools, Automation Alley,
other local schools and the com-
munity.

Conway Jeffress, president
of Schoolcraft College, was
pleased to hear Flechsig's pre-
sentation. "Choice is always an
asset," Jeffress said. "Davenport
becomes another choice for ihem.
I think that's great"

Schoolcraft officials are begin-
ning to meet with Davenport on
such things as courses and credit
transfer. "There's always some
tweaking that goes on," Jeffress
said.

"We're wishing them success,"
not only for Schoolcraft but also
for the community.

Jeffress would like to see
Livonia as a "destination of
choice" for higher education.
Some students, such as in
Schoolcraft's noted culinary arts

program, do well with two-year
degrees but Schoolcraft focuses
on preparing students as if they'll
go to college four years, he said.'
Iivonia-based Schoolcraft also
has a Garden City campus.

Dan West, president of the
Livonia Chamber of Commerce,
introduced Hechsig and his
colleagues Monday by noting
there are already six institutions
of higher learning in Livonia
— Schoolcraft, Madonna
University, Central Michigan
University, Eastern Michigan
University, University of Phoenix
andNorthwood.

"His arrival at Davenport (in
2000) created a laser focus on
quality education," West added,
describing the school as relevant
to needs of employers and ser-
vice-oriented for students.

While this past week was
the beginning of the tradi-
tional firearms deer hunting
season, a state lawmaker from
Westland is hoping to move
the date up in the future for
military veterans who have
been injured while serving. If
the plan proposed recently by
State Rep. Richard LeBlanc,
D-Westland, is approved',
disabled veterans could get an
early firearms deer season.

His plan to create an early
firearms deer season for
disabled veterans has been
heard by the House Tourism,
Outdoor Recreation and
Resources Committee, a move
intended to allow more vet-
erans to participate fully in
this recreational activity and
Michigan tradition.

LeBlanc's plan is the result
of a successful pilot-program
that enabled 4isabled veter-
ans to participate in a special
two-day hunting season last
September.

"Michigan weather is unpre-
dictable, and trying to maneu-
ver through the state's fields
and forests during November
can present many challenges
for people with disabilities,"
LeBlanc said. "Hunting is a
great Michigan tradition, and
I don't want to see anyone who
loves this sport, especially our
veterans, lose the opportunity
to participate because of physi-
cal limitations.

"The men and women who

fought to keep our country
free deserve every oppor-
tunity in life. I am proud of
this plan that designates a
two-day hunting season for
disabled veterans at the end of
September every year."

Under current Michigan law,
disabled veterans with hunt-
ing licenses participate in the
regular deer hunting season
in November. Under LeBlanc's
plan, disabled veterans could
take part in a two-day hunting
season that coincides with the
special youth hunting season,
which typically comes at a
designated time at the end of
September.

After this year's successful
pilot project in Marquette,
Mason and Newaygo Counties,
LeBlanc's annual program
would now be designated
throughout the entire state.

For eligibility, disabled vet-
erans applying would need to
have either a current firearm
deer license, combination deer
license or an antlerless deer
license or a deer management
assistance permit. In order to
qualify, veterans would need
to have unemployable status
as a result of military service
and entitled to veterans' ben-
efits for a disability other than
blindness.

"Hunting is a special part
of life in Michigan and a criti-
cal component to the state's
economy," LeBlanc said.
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The International Chiropractors Association (ICA) has issued helpful holiday
hints and recommendations to ward off health problems over the holidays.
Overeating was of particular interest as it related to physical stress placed on
the spine. According to the release, "A bulging stomach can put pressure on
your body support systems, including your spine and spinal nerves. Every
extra pound in the abdominal region could put 10 pounds more stress on the
lower back. This stress can last a short time, such as just after eating a
heavy meal or lifting a package improperly. It may also become chronic, as
heavy eating during the holidays may lead to weight gain, and carrying extra
pounds can put added strain on the supporting structures of the spine and
nervous system."

The release also notes that additional weight can force the pelvis and torso to
shift and cause changes in spinal balance, leading to spinal misalignments
(known as subluxations) and malfunction in the entire body. The ICA has
prepared several helpful tips to follow. They are:

• When lifting packages, firewood, or your frozen holiday turkey and other
heavy items, lift with your legs, not your back. When lifting, hold objects close
to your body; rather than flexing forward, maintain a slight arch in your lower
back and bend at the knees before standing up with the object. That way, the
lifting is done primarily with the strong muscles of the legs supporting the load.

• When traveling by car or plane, place a pillow or folded towe! behind the
small of the back to help maintain the arch in your lower back and support the
rest of the body properly. This relieves the discs and joint structures of the
spine from unnecessary pressure.

• In addition to fastening your seat belt for car trips, adjust the head rest to
align with your head, at least up to ear level. This is important to support and
protect the head and neck in the unfortunate event of a sudden stop.

• Get enough rest. Many health problems that occur with the holidays are
simply due to fatigue. By simply getting adequate rest, you can help prevent
structural strain, emotional and cognitive imbalance, and general health
problems.

Don't wait until you are hurting to see your doctor of chiropractic.
Chiropractic adjustments can keep you going at your peak and help you get
extra enjoyment from the holiday season."

The most important things over the holidays are family and good health.
Chiropractic has been doing its part for over 100 years to help ensure the good
health of families. We do this by working to keep the nervous system free of
interference from subiuxations. If your nervous system functions free from
interference, your entire body works better. Basically, this means that your
holidays are much better without subluxations. So keep well adjusted over the

www. :.com
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Newcomers hope Web helps spread holiday joy
The Canton Goodfellows

have launched a new Web site
to support their "No Canton
Child Without A Christmas"
project for 2OO7- The group is
hoping the site, cantongood-
fellows.org, will help them
expand their efforts, so they
can reach as many children as
possible this holiday season.

The Web site features infor-
mation about the "No Canton
Child Without A Christmas"
program, including the pro-

gram's history, how to make
a donation, volunteer oppor-
tunities, a listing of sponsors,
and much more.

Canton Chamber of
Commerce member Enertia
Interactive, a Web design
company located in Ann
Arbor, created the Web site
and donated it to the Canton
Goodfellows.

"The new Web site will
allow everyone in Canton to
become a part of the organiza-

tion and follow our progress,"
said Canton Goodfellows
President Nancy Spencer,
who was thankful to Enertia
Interactive for their generous
donation and their interest
in helping Canton's neediest
children.

The "No Canton Child
Without A Christmas" was
established by the Canton
Goodfellows in the 1940s, and
was supported by door-to-
door donation solicitations,

Cpl. James Panackia lines up behind
one of his fellow SRT officers as the
Court TV film crew looks on.
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followed by newspaper sales,
in its early years. The orga-
nization provides gifts, a full
Christmas dinner, and gift
certificates to local stores to
needy families in Canton.

The program is fueled by
assistance from community
supporters that includes mon-
etary donations, as well as
donations of non-perishable
food items, canned goods, and
new children's clothing, books,
and toys.

In 2006, there were 550
children in 275 families and
25 seniors who were recipi-
ents of Goodfellows baskets.
Spencer said the group expects
the numbers to grow this year
because of Michigan's difficult
economic climate.

For more information about
the Canton Newcomers, please
visit http://cantongoodfellows.
org, or contact Nancy Spencer
at (734) 397-8975 or via e-mail
at johnancysp@aol.com.

NEWCOMERS ON THE WEB

Web site: http://cantongoodfellows.
org
Program: "No Canton Child Without
a Christmas" helps low income chil-
dren, families and seniors
What they need: Monetary dona-
tions, nonperishable food items,
canned goods, new children's cloth-
ing, books, and toys.

'Secret Ops' follows Wayne
County deputies into danger

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

It's dangerous out there.
When rapper Proof was shot

dead last year, Detroit's late
night club scene became even
more dangerous.

Wayne County Sheriffs
Department's Special
Response Team joined
Detroit's SRT on several raids
of illegal after-hours clubs
in search of drugs and guns.
Right behind them was a film
crew for Court TV's Secret Ops,
a nail tough police reality show
in which the Sheriffs SRT is
playing a star role.

Last week's show followed
the team as it made the club
raids. Future Sunday night
episodes will take viewers into
drug dens, after-hours clubs
and in hot pursuit of parole
violators.

For the sheriffs deputies,
the filming has been a positive
reinforcement of what they do.

"It was great," said Sgt. John
Godre of Plymouth, an 11-year
veteran of the force. "It was a
different experience, one I've
never had before. It was more
laid-back than I expected. It
was pretty easy and painless."

Cpl. Lewis "Falcon" Yokom
of Canton, an 18-year veteran,
said th6 film crew seemed
pretty experienced with film-
ing military and police opera-
tions.

"It was cumbersome," he
said. "They had a lot of gear
and equipment. We're not used
to that ^xtra baggage. We're
used to running fast and hav-
ing a lot of mobility. They were
with us for quite a long time to
do the series. It's amazing the
amount of footage they shot."

ASKED TO PARTICIPATE
The production company 44

Blue approached the Sheriffs
Department about participat-
ing in the series, that also fea-
tures other departments.

SheriffWarren Evans said
he didn't particularly see it as
a way to promote the depart-
ment so much as an opportu-
nity for his deputies to show
their stuff.

"There is a certain pride in
what they do. Other depart-
ments have been getting on
and we stand as tall as they
do," he said.

Stuart Zwagil, a vice presi-
dent with 44 Blue, said Wayne
County had been part of an
earlier show the company did
and Court TV was impressed.

"They asked us to go back
and talk to them about doing

44 BLUE PRODUCTIONS

Wayne County Sheriff's Office SRT Lt. Rick Holme is shown inside a vacant
home during a training exercise that took place while Court TV was in town.

something more than just an
hour show," he said. "It's really
an incredible force in what
they are doing to keep the
community safe."

Zwagil said the concept of
Secret Ops was to show the
danger and hard work that
goes into keeping the city safe.

"We are following these guys
as they go about their jobs,"
he said. "We are capturing all
the drama that happens and
showing how hard it is."

The SRT is a part-time
unit within the Sheriffs
Department. The City of
Detroit has a full-time SRT
unit. The Wayne County SRT
is called on for raids, hostage
situations and crowd control
at big events like the Super
Bowl and the baseball All-Star
game. They are also called on
by the Secret Service to help
protect presidential candi-
dates.

But officers all have other
assignments. For Yokom, a
Marine veteran, one of his reg-
ular jobs was warrant fugitive
apprehension. In a program
scheduled for Nov. 25,'the crew
follows Yokom as he pursues a
woman parole violator.

. "This worked out well," he
said. "We picked up leads
on the west side, followed
from the west side to central
Detroit, did some date check-
ing and picked up more infor-
mation."

Yokom and a partner finally
tracked their prey on the east
side.

Yokom's "Falcon" nipk-
name is one of many used in
the program for the officers.
They include Rick "Sherlock"
Holme, James "Boom"
Panackia, Charles "Mother"

Hall and Scott "Teflon" Gatti.
"Nicknames are acquired

from the team based on job
responsibilities or personality,"
Yokom said. "I've been Falcon
for 10-12 years."

Godre said the film crew
was never intrusive.

"It was really like a normal
workday," he said. "You didn't
see them because they were
behind you filming."

Sometimes situations got
dangerous.

"There was one incident
where we had to make entry
through a window and we
had to throw flash bangs into
a dope house," Godre said. r

"And there is danger at aftei^C
hours clubs because you never
know how many people will be
there."

Zwagil said he has an "A-list
crew" who have experience
handling volatile situations
and always wear protective
gear.

"Safety is always first," he
said.

Yokom and Godre agree the
program has a positive mes-
sage.

"It builds some sympathy
and empathy for what we
do," Yokom said. "It's not easy
doing what we do. It builds
bridges between law enforce-
ment and the community."

Godre said it's important for
the community to know that
SRT is out there.

"It's refreshing to show that
we go out and make a differ-
ence, but it's sobering to think
there is no shortage of drug
houses," he said.

The programs are sched-
uled Sunday nights through
November. Check your local
cable schedule for times.

hgallaQher@hometownlife.com"
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Digestive Health
Crohn's Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, & Irritable Bowel Syndrome - PART I I

Two weeks ago I mentioned
that your body is a self-healing
and self regulating organism;
it is designed toe heal itself
and regulate its own internal
functions. In the case of
Crohn's disease, for an

example, cells in the intestine, die and are not
necessarily replaced by new healthy cells. This is why
the intestine eventually deteriorates and ulcerates.
This can be life threatening.

One must also remember that your nervous system
runs your whole body and all its functions; your
immune system, your heart, your healing ability, etc.,
even your digestive<system. All these function under
direct orders from your nervous system. It therefore
stands to reason, that if there is an interference with
the normal function of your nervous system, your body
will not work the way it should. A number of studies
have actually shown that this is exactly the case with
Crohn's Ulcerative Colitis, and IBS; that these
conditions are neurologicaily based. This means that
the nervous system is no longer able to control the
normal function if the intestinal area.

As a Chiropractor, I am mainly concerned with re-
establishing the normal function of the nervous
system so that the body is able to heal itself. It's that
simple. People affected by these conditions, have
responded very well with chiropractic care. (And you
thought chiropractic is just for back pain I bet)

As well as seeing a chiropractor, which I feel is
crucial, there are a number of things you can do for
your child or yourself on your own;

1. A hot water bottle placed on the stomach area
will relieve much of the abdominal cramping.

2. Charcoal tablets will help absorb excess gas if
your child is bloated. Do not use for a prolonged time
though, as they also absorb most of the nutrients from
the digestive tract.

3. Slippery elm will often relax the intestinal
muscles and reduce cramping.

4. Multi^vitamin and mineral complex that
contains cooper, manganese selenium and potassium is
very important because Crohn's etc., are characterized
by malabsorption.

5. Vitamin E is essential in the repair of epithelial
tissue of the intestinal tract and acts as an anti-
oxidant.

6. Vitamin A, approximately 50,000 IU per day
unless you are pregnant. You may take in capsule form,
but I suggest raw carrots put through a juicer. The
carrots should be peeled as the skin contains most of
the chemicals and pesticides that can irritate your
intestine.

7. Calcium and magnesium, at least 2,000mg daily
8. Vitamin C, in high doses combined with

bioflavonoid is essential as it minimizes inflammation.
9. Garlic, is know for preventing free radicals from

attacking the intestinal lining. .
10. Vitamin B12 and Folic acid,
11. N-acetygucosamine (NAG), protects intestinal

lining from enzymes that could damage it. Drinking lots
of fluids, herbal teas, cabbage juice, papaya seeds,
avoiding stress, chocolate (boo), alcohol, Coke and Pepsi,
are all essential.

The above will help you and your child deal with
these conditions a little easier, but the number one
recommendation I could make is to call us; we can help!
For more information please feel very
welcome to call me personally at 248-615-1533 or
www.ASFwellness. com

~ Dr. Gregory Kramer
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Tax strategies for those who want to give to charity
Dear Rick: In your column
last week you mentioned
something about an expiring
tax law that allows someone
to donate their required
minimum distribution.
I think it's a great idea
and I'm going to do it. My
question to you is does it
make a difference if I donate
investments that I have a
gain in or investments that I
have a loss in?

In a traditional IRA, it does
not make a difference because
you do not have a cost basis. So
it does not make a difference
— from a tax standpoint
— what securities you donate.
In addition, it makes no
difference to the charity either.
Typically, when a charity
receives a security, it.can
liquidate the security without
tax consequences.

The tax law that allows
people over 7O>& to make

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

charitable
contributions
through their
IRAs and
include that
number in
the required
minimum
distribution
expires this
year. If you're
over 7 0 ^ and
charitable in
nature, this

is an excellent tax strategy to
consider.

For individuals who donate
on a year-by-year basis if you
can, using your IRA does
provide a great opportunity.
However, if you are not eligible
to donate through your IRA
then a couple of tax strategies
can save you money in making
charitable contributions.

For those who are charitable
in nature, a good strategy is

to gift appreciated securities.
Securities that have a gain can
be gifted to a charity and you
can deduct the fair market
value on your tax return. In
addition, you do not have to
pay the capital gains associated
with those securities.

By donating appreciated
securities, you avoid the capital
gains tax on the gain and still
can deduct as a charitable
contribution the fair market
value of the securities.

On the other hand, you do
not want to donate securities
you have a loss on. In those
cases, a better strategy would
be to sell the investment,
recognize the loss for tax
purposes then donate the cash
proceeds. By doing it this way,
you get the best of both worlds
— you can write off your
charitable contributions and
deduct the loss on the sale.

Before you donate
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appreciated securities or cash
to a charity, make sure that you
check the charity out to assure
it is legitimate and worth your
hard-earned money.
Dear Rick: I was at one of
your library talks, and you
were talking about having
a sell discipline. I bought
a mutual fund three years
ago and it has been severely
underperforming. I told my
broker I wanted to sell the
fund, He told me I would
have a 2 percent penalty to
sell the investment. Can they
charge me a penalty to sell
and if so, what should I do?

Unfortunately, they can
charge you a penalty to
liquidate your investment.
Penalties are common in the
financial world. What is even
more unfortunate is that
most penalties are virtually
undisclosed.

It appears you have a B-

Share Class Mutual Fund. If
you sell the investment prior to
holding it for at least five years,
there is a penalty, Typically,
the penalty reduces itself so
after that period there are no
penalties.

I am not a fan of B-Share
Mutual Funds and I generally
recommend investors avoid
them. In addition to the
penalty, most B-Share Class
Mutual Funds also have much
higher management fees
on a year-by-year basis. On
the whole, they are not very
investor-friendly.

Should you sell the
investment or stay with
it? If the fund has been
underperforming other mutual
funds in its same category for
a two-to-three-year period,
then generally I say sell the
investment.

For as long as I have been
in the investment world, I

have also stated that fees do
matter and it is one way for
investors to immediately get
higher rates of return on their
money and that is for everyone
to be sensitive about fees. I
recognize many professionals
in the financial world will tell
you that fees are how they earn
their living. They will tell you
that they're entitled to fees
becausethey are providing
professional services. I don't
have a problem with that
concept, however, the problem
that I have is when fees are not
readily disclosed.

The great majority of
people that buy commissioned
investments do not understand
fees and costs because
companies do what they can to
hide fees from investors.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. You can hear him live on
Sundays from noon to 3 p.m. on WDTK
1400 AM.
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We ewe Ckwck Sikora <ww( Stwwty UlWge. We are Kitchen Tune-Up.
You've got a vision. A fresh new look for your kitchen, bath or business.
Please allow ua to help. We are the Owners of the Livonia based franchise
of Kitchen Tune-Up.* We are the only remodeling company'that offers In-Tune
Customer Service.01 Whatever your vision, please contact us today for a free
estimate. 313.730.2103

WOOD RECONDITIONING • CABINET REKACDSG • CUSTOM CABINETS • MUCH MOFit

kitchentuneup.com 313.730.2103 •• csikora9kitchentuneup.com

overcrowded malls on the day after
Thanksgiving...

Shop American House Senior Living
Residences instead!

Friday, 11/23/07 from 10am - 4pm

Affordable senior living is closer than you think:

Call 877-266-0877 to find the location nearest you!

Three meals a day * Weekly housekeeping * Personal care services provided by an
on-site medicare-certified home healthcare company * Wide variety of activities

Transportation * Call for a complete list of lifestyle benefits
Leave the shoveling behind and come get comfortable before winter sets in.

Bring this ad and receive a $50 gas card when you leave a community
fee, and a $500 prepaid Visa card upon move in.

TDD# 800-649-3777

Affordable senior living with all the comforts of home. / americanhouse.com L|L


