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Canton woman's sister survives wildfires

Canton resident Anne Marie Graham-Hudak's
brother-in-law Mike Wakoski, a San Bernadino
National Forest firefighter, has been in the thick
of the wildfires that have plagued southern
California for several weeks.

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

As she dialed the long dis-
tance number and held her
phone next to her ear for what
seemed like the hundredth time
that day, Anne Marie Grahamr
Hudak got worried.

Days later, the Canton
woman still hadn't heard from
her sister and had begun a flur-
ry of phone calls to other family
members all over the country.
On any other day, not getting
an immediate response from
her younger sister wouldn't
have been a big deal but last
Monday fires were raging near
her sister's California home.

"I started calling (last)
Monday and I didn't get to
speak with her until (last)
Wednesday," Graham-Hudak

said. "We all just kept calling
because we were so worried."

The Canton woman's sister,
Noelle Graham-Wakoski, was
safe but with her home filled.
with evacuated family mem-
bers, she hadn't noticed that •
her telephone was mistakenly
unplugged.

"She's fine," Graham-Hudak
said Monday, still breathing a
sigh of relief. "The flames were
about 15 minutes away from
her house. She could see them."

Coined the "Buckweed Fire,"
authorities reported Tuesday
that a boy, whose name and age
weren't released, had admitted
to playing with matches and
said he accidentally started
the 38,000-acre Southern
California fire that destroyed
more than 20 homes, displaced
families and shut down schools.

Last week, the bulk of the
wildfires were under control.

Graham-Wakoski's husband,
Mike, is a division fire chief for
the San Bernadino National
Forest. Since the blaze erupted,
he has been at the scene.

"He doesn't (go) home until
they are all out," Graham-
Hudak said.

"But he's pretty fire smart.
We know that he knows what
he's doing."

Along with her teenage niece
and nephew having to stay
home from school, Graham-
Hudak said her sister has been
unable to go to work.

"The last time I spoke to her,
she said everything was still up
in the air," she said.
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Canton
makes arrest
in

Forte

BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

A Garden City man was
arrested Thursday night on
charges that he broke into

a Canton
church on Oct.
18. Andrew
Michael Forte,
20, was identi-
fied through
surveillance
footage of the
incident cap-
tured by cam-
eras at Christ

the Good Shepherd, located at
42690 Cherry Hill Road.

He was arraigned Friday in
35th District Court on charges
of breaking and entering a
building, a 10-year felony, and
safe breaking, a felony punish-
able by any term up to life in
prison.

He is being held on a $50,000
cash bond and is scheduled for a
preliminary exam on Nov. 16 at
35th District Court.

Canton Sgt. Rick Pomorski
said the alleged thief was arrest-
ed at an Inkster home.

Although Forte, who is
accused of stealing an undis-
closed amount of money from a
collection box, was unsuccessful
at breaking into the church's
safe, he is still being charged
with the crime.

"It's a much more serious
offense," Pomorski said, adding
that Forte made a statement of
guilt to police.

Forte is also suspected of
breaking into two Westland
churches. Pomorski said he
references those thefts in his
statement.
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There hasn't been much activity at the former Farmer Jack store located at Joy and Morton Taylor. A deal for
Larry's Foodland to move in has fallen through.

Farmer Jack locations sit idle as
Larry's Foodland deal falls through

BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

After the green and white
sign announcing the store's
pending arrival disappeared,
Bob Harmer knew it was safe
to say that Larry's Foodland
wasn't coming to Canton
soon.

The Livonia-based grocer
was slated to occupy the for-
mer Farmer Jack store on the
southeast corner of Joy and
Morton Taylor in the Coventry
Commons plaza. A Larry's
representative declined to
offer a formal comment but
said a deal between the gro-
cer and the building's owner
could not be reached.

Harmer's business, Auction
It Today on eBay, is located
in the plaza. He said the loss
of the development's major

anchor has affected his bot-
tom line.

"The whole month of
October was horrible," he
sighed. "We've been doing
newspaper and television
advertising. Before (Farmer
Jack left) it was always one or
the other not both."

Harmer, who owns the
store with his wife, Gerri, said
he was banking on the new
grocer's arrival in the sum-
mer.

"I was really expecting it to
get going quickly," he said. "I
thought it would only take a
month or two. With the way
it is now, I can't see anything
happening before Christmas."

Talk is swirling of nego-
tiations between the com-
pany that owns the building,
Nelson Companies Inc. of
West Bloomfield, and a major

grocer.
A representative for Nelson

Companies declined to offer a
comment.

While behind the counter
of his empty store Tuesday,
Harmer said his line of work
relies heavily on walk-in traf-
fic.

"Saturdays used to be our
busiest days because people
would come over while they
were out grocery shopping,"
he said, adding that he's opti-
mistic another grocer will
move into the vacant space.
"But I won't be happy until it's
open."

Not only were business
owners disappointed when
talks with Larry's Foodland
fizzled, homeowners were
upset, too.
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Anne Marie
Graham-
Hudak talks
about her
relatives
fighting the
California
fires.

Jury clears day
care center director

case
BY BRAD KADRICH

STAFF WRITER

A Westland woman who
served as the director of
the Childtime Learning
Center in Plymouth
Township was cleared
Thursday of failing to
report suspected abuse of a
2-year-old girl Canton girl,
who later died in the home
of her foster parents.

A 35th District Court
jury took less than 90 min-
utes to acquit Jacqueline
Hadwin, who was removed
as director of the child
care center when the state
closed it shortly after the
girl, Allison Newman of
Canton, died in September
2006. Her foster mother,
Carol Ann Poole, is sched-
uled to go on trial for mur-
der in January.

Wayne County
Assistant Prosecutor Lora
Weingarden said she was
disappointed in the verdict.

"I was disappointed
in the verdict, but I'm
glad we prosecuted her,"
Weingarden said. "It's
important for all mandated
reporters to take their
responsibilities seriously. If
they fail to report, a child
could end up injured or
dead.

"This case serves as a
reminder to all mandated
reporters that they need to
report," she added. "It also
should remind regular peo-
ple they should get them-
selves involved if they're
concerned a child is being
abused or neglected."

Hadwin was arrested
after workers at the facility

Hadwin

said they'd
reported
their sus-
picion that
Allison was
being abused
to Hadwin.
Hadwin,
however, did
not report
the suspi-

cions to the state.
Allison's death was not

allowed to be mentioned
during the trial, as stipu-
lated by both partiesi .
Weingarden said Friday the
verdict may have been dif-
ferent.

"But it would not have
been fair to this defendant
if the jury knew the child
was ultimately killed," she
said.

Neither of Hadwin's
attorneys, Todd Flood nor
Gerald Evelyn, could be
reached for comment.

Assistant Wayne County
Prosecutor Maria Miller
said Thursday that the
acquittal of Hadwin won't
affect the timing or strat-
egy in Poole's upcoming
murder trial.

"The Hadwin case was
predicated on the defen-
dant's failure to report
signs of abuse on the now
deceased child," Miller
said.

"The Carol Poole case is
predicated on the fact that
she caused the death of the
child."

Childtime spokeswoman
Amy Popp said in a
statement officials at the
center's parent company
were "pleased with the ver-
dict."
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Chiefettes bottle drive
Save yourself the hassle

of returning those cans and
bottles and support the Canton
Junior Varsity Chiefettes
PomPon Team at the same
time. Donate your returnables
to the Canton Chiefettes dur-
ing their fall bottle drive from
8 a.m.-noon on Nov. 10.

The Canton Chiefettes will
be traveling around area neigh-
borhoods in the Plymouth-
Canton School District to
collect returnable bottles and
cans.

Supporters can also bring
their bottles and cans to the
Canton North Building (also
known as Phase 3) between 8
a.m. and noon.

For more information con-
tact Chiefette parent Britt
Julien at bffml@sbcglobal.net.

Veterans Day in Canton
There will be a Veterans Day

Service at 1 p.m. on Sunday,
Nov. 11, at the Canton Veterans
Memorial located in Heritage
Park west of the Canton
Administration Building.

Following the ceremony,
there will be "Salute to Service"
ceremony, in which Canton
will honor area servicemen
and women who have served
and who are currently serv-
ing in our Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marines, Coast Guard,
National Guard, and Reserves.
The ceremony will take place
at the Village Theater, located
50400 Cherry Hill Road from
2 - 4 p.m.

Photos of Canton residents
who are currently in our
Armed Forces will be on dis-
play during this program. The
public is encouraged to attend

this free event, sponsored by
Canton Township, Canton
Community Foundation, and
Canton Veteran's Memorial
Association. A short program
will take place on the Theater's
main stage at 3 p.m.

For more information on
the Salute to Service cer-
emony scheduled for Sunday,
November 11 from 2 - 4 p.m. at
the Village Theater, please call
(734) 394-5193 or visit www.

canton-mi.org.

The Sounds of Canton
The Sounds of Canton pres-

ent "Canton Bandstand: Movin'
& A-Grooviri in the 50s" on
Nov. 9 at 7 p-m. and Nov. 10 at
2 p.m. at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill.

Under the direction of
Bernice Russian, the perfor-
mances will feature music from
an era when sock hops and doo
wops were all the rage. The
audience will have the chance
to groove to these oldies but
goodies from a time when
crooners like Pat Boone, Frank
Sinatra, Perry Como and Patti
Page were at the top of the
music charts.

The Sounds of Canton
Singers are dedicated senior
volunteers from all walks
of life. The common thread
binding them together is a
love of music, fellowship, and
the desire to sing. This choral
group was originally estab-
lished in 1977 and is currently
comprised of .27 active mem-
bers all over the age of 55.

Tickets are $10 for adults; $9
for seniors; and $7 for youth.
To order tickets or for more
details, visit canton-mi.org/vil-
lagetheater or call (734) 394-
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5460. Group rate tickets can
also be purchased at the Senior
Center for $8 per ticket for .
five or more tickets. For more
information, contact the Senior
Center at (734) 394-5485.

A Toast to Canton
A wine and food tasting to

benefit the Plymouth Canton
Clothing Bank, First Step and
the Leadership Canton Alumni
Scholarship Fund is scheduled
for Friday, Nov. 9, from 7-9 p.m.
at Waltonwood at Cherry Hill.

There will be approximately
20 wine tables with a wide
variety of red and white wines.
There will also be beer and non-
alcoholic beverages available for
tasting. A wide variety of hors
d'oeuvres provided by Holiday
Market is also included in the
ticket price. Space is limited
to 300 guests. Tickets are $35
in advance, and, if available,
$40 at the door. Tickets can be
purchased, at Holiday Market
and the Canton Chamber of
Commerce.

The event is sponsored by
Holiday Market, Waltonwood at
Cherry Hill and the Leadership
Canton Alumni Association in
cooperation with the Canton
Chamber of Commerce and
Charter Township of Canton.
For more information, please
call the Canton Chamber of
Commerce at (734) 453-4040.

Women wanted
The Canton Business and

Professional Women, whose
goal is to promote full partici-
pation, equity and economic
self-sufficiency for America's
working women, will host its
monthly meeting from 6-8:30
p.m., Nov. 12 at Palermo's
Restaurant, 44938 Ford
Road in Canton. Palermo's is
located in the strip mall behind
Murray's Auto Supply on north
side of Ford Road, east of
Canton Center Road and west
of Sheldon.

If you are looking for leader-

ship development; informative
programs; business contacts
networking opportunities;
mentor relationships; friend-
ships; community awareness;
professional growth; political
advocacy; and a voice in wom-
en's issues, the group is looking
for you.

Women's health will be the
topic of the November meeting,
which will include free health
screenings and a guest speaker
from Oakwood Community
Health.

For more information please
contact June Nicholas at (313)
610 2561 or via e-mail at
junenicholas@comcast.net.
Please RSVP for this meeting.

Poet earns honor
Canton author Cheryl A.

Martin's poem, "More than
58,000 Names Etched", has
been awarded honorable men-
tion in the "Non-rhyming
Poem" category of the 76th
Annual Writer's Digest Writing
Competition. Her name along
with the other winners will
be published in a book by
Outskirts Press, which will be

available soon.
This is the
same publisher
of Martin's
book of poetry,
"Woman
Reclining"
which can
be viewed at:
http://outskirt-
spress.com/

womanreclining. e-copies of
her book can be purchased for
$5 on her Web page.

Martin is currently teach-
ing writers and pfoets how
to hone their craft. She has
two upcoming classes that
she is teaching through
Wayne-Westland's Schools.
One class begins Friday, Nov.
9, and is titled, "Journaling
Your Life Story", which is a
three week class for writers
of all levels and expertise.

Fire staff and command graduates
Three command officers from Canton Fire Department recently graduated
from Fire Staff and Command School at Eastern Michigan University.
Captains Rob Glenn (from left), Mike Caruso, and Tim Dunn participated
in their graduation ceremony held Oct. 26 at the Summit on the Park in
Canton. They are pictured with Canton Fire Chief Michael Rorabacher and
the ceremony's guest speaker, Executive Director of Public Safety and
Operations John R. Santomauro. The Fire Staff and Command School is
held one 40-hour week per month, for 10 months. This extensive training
program is focused on management of fire agencies, planning, analysis and
administration of fire personnel. The training is mandatory for all Canton
Fire Department command officers, and can be applied toward their 80
hours of leadership training required every year.

Martin

It'll meet at John Glenn
High School from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. on Nov. 9,16, and
29.

Please call (734) 419-2426
to register.

For the haiku artist, she
has a two week class titled,
"Writing Haiku and Poetry",
which will be held on Nov.
30 and Dec. 7 at John Glenn
High-School, from 6:30-8:30
p.m.

Martin can be contacted
further at (734) 397-1626,
and through via e-mail at
peroinc5@comcast.net.

Job help series
"Personal Finance Dur,ing

Job Change" is the topic
for last program in the Job
Help series offered by the
Canton Public Library.

Beth Troost, Education
Partnership Coordinator
from Community Financial,
and Susan Sherry, Adjunct
Assistant Professor at
Madonna University,
will examine how job
change affects personal
finances on Nov. 14 at 7
p.m. at the Canton Public ,
Library.

Attendees will learn to
set realistic financial goals,
find potential sources of
money, how job loss affects
credit ratings and how the
emotional impact takes a
toll on you and your financ-
es.

The program is free
requires registration b
ing (734) 397-0999*
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Few Canton precincts
will be open for
Tuesday's election

CANTON VOTING PRECINCTS
For Tuesday, November 6,2007

BY KURT KUBAN
; STAFF WRITER

Only about 1,500 Canton
voters will be eligible to vote in
Tuesday's election.

Those voters who reside in
precincts % 15,20,28 and 33
(or within the Wayne-Westland
and Van Buren school districts)
will only have one item on the
ballot to deal with ~ a 10-year
tax renewal for Wayne County
Community College.

Canton Clerk Terry Bennett
said she isn't expecting much of
a turnout.

"It's been pretty quiet. Most
of the calls we've received have
been from people living in the
Plymouth-Canton district, who
are wondering whether or not
they are supposed to vote," she
said.

Residents living within the
Plymouth-Canton boundar-
ies are part of the Schoolcraft
College District and aren't eli-
gible to vote.

Voters throughout the WCCC
district, which includes 32

communities, will be asked to
renew a 10-year, 1.5 millage tax
levy, which won't take effect
until 2011, when the current
10-year levy expires. It is not a
new tax, nor an increase over
the current levy. The tax cur-
rently represents 40 percent of
WCCC's annual revenue. For
owners of homes with a taxable
value of $70,000, the millage
translates to $105 a year.

While Bennett doesn't antici-
pate a busy election, it will be
noteworthy because it will be
Canton's fist election under a
new state law that requires vot-
ers to show photo identification
when they vote.

According to Bennett, voters
must have one of the following:

• A drivers license or per-
sonal identification card issued
by Michigan or another state

• A federal or state govern-
ment issued photo I.D.

• U.S. passport
• Current student I.D. with

photo issued by a high school
or accredited institution

• Military I.D. with photo

MDOT to hold
hearing on Ford/
Beck traffic study

The Michigan Department of
Transportation will host a pub-
lic meeting regarding traffic
at the Ford Road/Beck Road
intersection at 7 p.m., Nov. 6 at
Summit on the Park in Canton.

The meeting will be attended
by officials with both MDOT
and Canton Township.

MDOT is currently study-

ing the traffic operation and
safety at the intersection, and
is hoping to gain input from
residents and business own-
ers about existing observa-
tions and future expectations
regarding traffic flow at the
intersection.

For more information, call
(734) 394-5460.

Precinct and Voting Location
s. A

2007

H iriDai I.JJ. wixn pnoto
If voters don't have any of

those, they will have to sign an
affidavit.

"If they won't fill out an
affidavit, they won't be given a
ballot," Bennett said. "Notice to
voters, you're Ford Motor I.D.
badge isn't going to work."

Polls will open on Tuesday at
7 a.m. and will close at 8 p.m.

Election results will be avail-

aoie on me canton luwiisiup
Web site (www.canton-mi.org)
following the closing of the
polls.

Cheer for the
hometeam,

read today's
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Time to
make four

Holiday Banquet
Reservations!

Order any of the following in full or half pans:

kitchentune>up

Stretching Your Remodeling $$$'s
When it comes to stretching your remodeling $$$'s, Kitchen Tune-Up has the answers!

Started in 1989, Kitchen Tune-Up specializes In remodeling existing kitchens, as well as
full remodels, cabinet refacing & reconditioning of wood surfaces-including floors. After
working at Ford Motor Company for 34 years as an Electrician, Chuck Sikora is now the
proud owner of the Kitchen Tune-Up Livonia based franchise.

"We offer a fresh new look for your kitchen, bath, or business," said Chuck. "We are the
only remodeling company that offers In-Tune Customer Service. With our guarantee on
both estimates & work and letting our customers know what is being done beforehand,
they know that they can trust Kitchen Tune-Up for a great kitchen or bath!"

So call Chuck Sikora today at (313) 730-2103 for your Free Guaranteed Estimate on
your kitchen/bath/business. And Stretch Your Remodeling $$$'s!

WOOD RECONDITIONING • CABINET REFACING • CUSTOM CABINETS • MUCH MORE

CLICK j CALL j WRITE
kitchentuneup.com j 313-730-2103 ] csikora@kitchentuneup.com

Kitchen Tune-Up is a division of KTU Worldwide, Inc. is a system of more than 300 independently owned & operated franchises.

FULL PANS (serve appnw. 30 people} $ 4 0 . 0 0 HALF PANS (serve mm. 30 people) $28.00
• COMBINATION SALAD: FULL PAN $33.00 HALF PAN...... .$22.00

LASAGNA: FULL PAN... $65.00 HALF PAN .....$35.00
S U B OF RIBS A LA CARTE...,...$13.95 • MEATBALL 70$ • COCKTAIL SHRIMP $1.75 ea
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ntroducing The Charter One High Yield Savings Account.

GUARANTEED RATE THROUGH 1/31/08

PEACE OF MIND WITH FDIC INSURANCE

-'- fSfK ~*

APY
BALANCES OF $10,000 OR HIGHER

Our new High Yield Savings Account ensures your money is working hard for you. And our 4.60%

APY is guaranteed all the way through January 31,2008. So, if quality returns for the savings

portion of your portfolio are something you're looking for, took no further than Charter One.

To learn more, visit your nearest branch, go to charterone.com or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

Not your typical bank.

Member FDIC. High Yield Savings Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collected balance for new personal accounts. The guaranteed rate of 4.60% APY is for
accounts with balances of $10,000 and will be paid until January 31,2008. After January 31 , 2DDB, accounts with balances of $10,000 or more will earn the currant APY in
effect at that time, which is 4.60% APY as of 10/24/07. The blended APY for accounts with balances of $50,000 or greater is 4.60%. The blended APY for accounts with balances
of $10,000 to $49,999 will earn 4.60% APY. Accounts with balances up to $9,999 will Barn 1.00% APY. Fees may reduce earnings. See a banker for FDIC coverage amounts
and transaction limitations. Account cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $10,000 minimum opening deposit is required. Minimum transaction amount of $10,000
for withdrawals. Nonqualifying transaction fee of $25 each for any withdrawal under $10,000 in a statement period. All accounts and services are subject to individual approval.
APYs accurate as of 10/24/07 and may change before or after account opening. Offer valid only in Michigan. This offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn at any time.

Charter One Is a division of RBS Citizens, N.A.
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Airport Authority completing work on new Master Plan
BY HUGH GALLAGHER

STAFF WRITER

At the center of Wayne
County's aerotropolis future is
Detroit Metro Airport.'

The Wayne County Airport
Authority is preparing a Master
Plan for the next 20 years that
would include expanded termi-
nals, a monorail system, new
cargo facilities, a central car
rental building and, most con-
troversial, a seventh runway.

Wayne County Airports CEO
Lester Robinson is making the
media rounds to explain the
plan and its importance to the
region's economic development.

"Twenty years ago, we did one
of these. I wasn't there when it
was done," Robinson said at a
meeting with Observer editors
Oct. 18. "If you identify a struc-
ture as demand grows, it doesn't
mean you need it tomorrow."

But the airport does need to
plan far in advance for an opera-
tion that represents a major eco-
nomic force in the community.

"The airport is important to
the southeast Michigan region.
The University of Michigan-
Dearborn calculated that in
Wayne County, the impact is
a $5 billion demand for goods
and services," Robinson said:
"18,600 people work at the air-
port, only 730 work for the air-
port authority."

He said the employment
figure is equal to four or five
large auto factories. The figure
includes employees of airlines,
service companies and conces-
sionaires.

A task force chaired by John
Rakolta has been working in
plans to develop the area around
Wayne County's airports,
Detroit Metro and Willow Run,
both operated by the Airport
Authority. Wayne County is
developing an area south of air-
port as the Pinnacle Aeropark
project.

FAA SETS GUIDELINES
The major components of

the Master Plan from the mid-
1980s have been implemented.
They've included the McNamara
Terminal on the airport's south
end, expanded airfield facilities,

The glass box Is in place at the neA No t" Terrna l at Detroit Mptro Airoort
which is scheduled to open in fall ZOOS

PUBLIC WORKSHOP
What: Workshop on Detroit
Metro Airport Master Plan
When: 5-7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
7
Where: Metropolitan Hotel,
31500 Wick, Romulus

a new control tower and a south-
ern entrance.

The Airport Authority has
developed its new Master
Plan under guidelines set
down by the Federal Aviation
Administration. The FAA pro-
cess includes doing an inventory,
a forecast of aviation activity, a
demand/capacity study for facil-
ity requirements, a development
of concepts and recommended
developments and, finally,
implementation. The FAA must
approve the plan.

Public hearings have been
held and more will be sched-
uled.

The airport currently regis-
ters 18,200,000 enplanements a
year with a projected growth to
29,000,000 enplanements over
the next 20 years.

"This plan includes an addi-
tional runway on the eastern
border" Robinson said. "It also
plans an intermodal transpor-
tations system.on the north
side of the airport. It plans
a consolidated rental facil-

ity, called CONRAC for short,
across the freeway from the
airport, expansion to the north
terminal and it plans significant
expansion of the McNamara
Terminal. On the west side there
is 190 acres planned for cargo."

The North Terminal is cur-
rently being built to replace the
aging Smith and Berry termi-
nals. It is scheduled to open in
fall 2008.

The McNamara Terminal
houses gates for the Northwest
Airlines and its associate air-
lines. Detroit is a major hub
for Northwest. The new North
Terminal will serve passengers
flying on other airlines associ-
ated with two major airline
alliances and small independent
airlines.

RUNWAY CONCERNS
The proposed runway as

currently proposed would run
north-south on the eastern
end of the airport. The runway
would cross Middlebelt and
Eureka roads into what is now a
residential section of Romulus.

Robinson said the actual
building of the runway could
be 10 to 15 years away but that
work needs to start soon. He
said an environmental study
needs to be made and that could
take two to three years to com-
plete.

He estimates that 500 homes
would be displaced through

Oakwood Hospital & Medical Center
Kalman Auditorium

Tuesday, November 6
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

You will receive a
complimentary gift bag
full of skin care products and
have the chance to view live

Botox demonstrations.

Dermatologists will be on
hand to answer questions

while discussing skin
care topics such as:

• Cosmeceuticals
• Botox Treatments
• Cosmetic Fillers

"£,. • Laser Treatments
"\ • Chemical Peels

\ and more

If TOU have a question about
your skin care, you don't want

to miss this event.

To renter, call 800-543-WELL
or visit www.oakwood.org

Oakwood8

We specialize. In you?

18101 Oakwood •Dearborn
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This is an artist's rendering of the new North Terminal, which is scheduled to be completed in fall 2008. It will
replace the Smith and Berry terminals at Detroit Metro.

eminent domain to accommo-
date the runway.

"We're not saying it's not a
hardship on the community," he
said.

On Sept. 27, Romulus Mayor
Alan Lambert sent a letter
to Deven Judd, with airport
developers Jacobsen Daniels
Associates, outlining the city's
concerns. Lambert cites among
the concerns: the loss of 805 sin-
gle-family residential properties
valued at $59,108,700; displace-
ment of 11 industrial properties;
displacement of 10 commercial
properties; and displacement of
3,471 residents, approximately
15 percent of the population.
The letter also cites the need to
close an elementary school.

Tim Keyes, Romulus econom-
ic development director, said the
city wants to be sure that the
Airport Authority has looked at
ways to improve safe and effi-
cient operations at the airport
without new land acquisition
and expansion;

"The City of Romulus and
the airport have a great rela-
tionship. It's a great economic
engine not only for city but for
the state and region," Keyes
said. "But the city of Romulus
has paid a heavy edst for hosting
the airport."

Keyes said the airport rep-
resents 20 percent of Romulus
land, "the hole in the doughnut."
He said its large central position

requires school buses, police,
ambulance and tire trucks to
take longer routes.

Keyes said the airport could
do a better job of handling
its current traffic to avoid the
stacking of planes. He said
he believes the authority has
enough land to meet its needs
without expanding. The city
has suggested alternate runway
options.

"We find the authority an
incredibly capable group of
people to work with and very
insightful," he said.

Keyes said Romulus was mar-
keting itself as an airport city
long before the aerotropolis idea
took off. He said they have been
at the forefront of discussions
and have been actively working
to develop ancillary business
activity north of the airport.
Robinson said the airport
doesn't have the expansion room
available to airports in Denver
and Dallas-Ft. Worth, He said
an alternate site farther north
would intrude on sections of
Taylor and Dearborn.

To pay for the Master Plan
improvements, Robinson wants
to increase the passenger facility
charge to $7. The current charge
of $4.50 is added to every pas-
senger ticket. The airlines are
opposed to an increase.

"The airlines consider it to
be a tax and government takes
more revenue out of the ticket,"

Robinson said.
Robinson argued that the

charge is a "user fee" paid only
by those who used the airport.
Money raised from the PFC can
only be used on capital invest-
ments.

The FAA must approve any
increase in the PFC.

The FAA Reauthorization Act
of 2007 (HR 2881) includes a
provision to raise the maximum
to $7.

The Air Transport
Association of America opposes
the increase. Their Web site
states: "Airports do not need an
additional $2.2 billion from the
airline passengers in order to
fund necessary capital improve-
ments. According to the latest
financial reports filed with the
FAA, commercial airports have
more than $24.8 billion in unre-
stricted financial assets includ-
ing cash.

"Passengers want lower fares,
and they want to see results
for billions of dollars they have
already paid. They do not want a
$2.2 billion tax increase."

The Airport Authority is
planning more meetings with
stakeholders and public work-
shops. The FAA must approve
the Master Plan's Preferred
Development Plan before the
Master Plan becomes official
The final plan will be pro-
vided to the FAA for approval in
January 2008.

AAA Travel Agency & Holland America Line

invite you to experience
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Time architecture, are by the great masters, age-old civilizations and
interesting cultures, these are the wonders that await you on a European
cruise. ' «
Join us for an informative presentation that explores all
the discoveries and unique itineraries available from
Holland America line in 2008. With more choices than
any other cruise line, Holland America Line can show
you Europe like no one else can. And AAA Travel Agency
can help you plan and book the voyage of your dreams.

Plus, attending the show entitles you to these special
incentives:

• $50 shipboard credit per stateroom
• Exclusive Value Booklet - good for over $300

in onboard savings

A Signature of Mxeettmee

Tuesday, November 13th * 6 p.m.
Ernesto's Italian Country Inn

41661 Plymouth Rd. • Plymouth
To RSVP, call by November 9th to

AAA Livonia (734) 462-7000 or AAA Canton (734) 844-0146 ACCEUERATiNGU.

'Bring in this

advertisement for

$10 off faff classes!
For new students only,

Unlimited
Offering affordable and
qualified dance instruction
with a family friendly
atmosphere!

Ages 3 to Adult

'Dante Unlimited Tossibilitiesl

Located in Provincetown Center
15067 Northville Road
Plymouth, Mi 48170

(734) 420-4430
www.danceunlimited-plymoiith.com

Creative Movement * Ballet * Jazz * Tap * Hip Hop * Modern * Lyrical
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Enter for chance
to dine with Mark

The Observer & Eccentric
and Mirror Newspapers are
teaming up with Buddy's to
present "Dining With the ,
Stars" featuring Florihe
Mark of Weight Watchers,
Mark is known through-
out metro Detroit as a
successful businesswoman
and philanthropist.

In IOO words or less, tell
us why you would like to
have lunch or dinner with
Florine Mark at Buddy's
Pizza.

Mark has a "healthy"
pizza named after her
on the Buddy's menu. It's
"The Florine Mark Pizza"
with brick/fat-free cheese
blend, spinach, mush-
rooms, diced tomatoes,
garlic and black olives.

Send your fan letter to
BuddysDiningStars @
gmail.com and be sure
to include your name,

address, daytime phone
number and e-mail
address.

Deadline to enter the
contest is 5 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 16.

The winner will be
treated to a limo ride,
courtesy of All Class
Transportation, makeover
by Utopia Salon & Spa on
Main Street in Northville
(hair by Sebastian and
makeup by ILSE), a $100
gift certificate to the
Reaver Diamond Co. in
Southfield and a dance
exhibition courtesy of
Fred Astaire Dance Studio
in Bloomfield Hills.

No purchase is neces-
sary to enter. Buddy's
Pizza will review all entries
and select the top "fan" let-
ters. The star featured for
the month makes the final
selection.

LIKE NUMBERS?
there are a pile

today's:

KNOW THE SCORE
check out the numbers in

Isection

THINKING

'Affordable Pricing
• 0% Financing Available
• Extended Warranties
• Quality Installation

(734)525-1930

Our 33rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8979 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA.
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Shop Sunday 10am-6 pm

LAST j ^ T O SAVE!
Sale ep# Sunday, November̂ h'fi*

Use your Parisian card and

save an extra
on regular and sale price apparel & fine jewelry
Save 15% on accessories, intimate apparel, footwear, ladies'
and men's suits and outerwear, men's tailored clothing.
Customary exclusions apply; see sales associate for details.

shop our new
Partridge

Creek store
in Clinton

, Township

Save on thousands of items storewide.

•ur &c -

5 0 % oft
after your 20% card savings
Relativity jackets. Your pick of colors and styles
In suede, corduroy, denim and more in Misses' and
Petites' sizes. Orig. $54-378, sale 32.40-46.80,
only 25.92-37.44 when you use your card.
Similar styles in Women's sizes. Orig. $88, sale $44,
only 35.20 when you use your store card.
©us

only 30-59 40-55% off
after your 15% card savings
Mid-size leather handbags by Stone Mountain.
A fantastic selection of silhouettes and colors,
Reg. $75-$80, sale 35.99.

after your 15% card savings
Men's outerwear by London Fog, Calvin Klein,
Izott, Claiborne and more. Leather, wool, down
and faux suede styles in a wide selection of colors.
Sizes M-XXL. The collection: Reg. $100-$450,
sale 49.99-249.99, only 42.49-212.49 when
you use your store card.
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Don t have a store card?
Open a new account and save an extra 10%
on almost everything in the store. Some exclusions apply
subject to credit approval. Valid the first day yoi use your card only.

For the store nearest you, call us at 1-800-233-7626, or visit us at bonton.com.
Customer Appreciation Sale prices and discount effective through Sunday, November 4,2007, No price adjustments for previously purchased clearance merchandise. Entire Stock
offers .exclude Clearance and Incredible Value merchandise. Regular and original prices reflect offering prices in effect during the 90 days before or after this sale, but not necessarily during the
past 30 days. Savings may not be based on actual sales. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken. Merchandise, style and color availability may vary by store, Sorry, not available by mail,
phone or internet order. [14071C]
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Arthritis Today
JOSEPH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY

18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860

RETURN APPOIMTMEWTS:WHY&WHBI
If you see your doctor for a joint problem, he may have said: "I want to see you in'a month."

If you see him at a later time for a similar joint pain, he may say: "Come back as needed."
What guides a physician's decision on when to see you again often comes from his use of

medication, if the doctor places you on a medicine, then he has a high-level of need to follow
your course.

Every medicine carries the risk of unwanted side effects. Even a well tolerated medication
such as acetaminophen (Tylenol) can, under certain circumstances cause liver damage. Other
drugs, such as methotrexate, adrug widely used to treat rheumatoid arthritis, are potentially
toxic even after years of use. Such a drug requires monitoring on a regular basis, usually every
four to eight weeks. That monitoring includes not only laboratory tests but also asking
questions about particular changes in your health and examining you for unobserveddrug
related changes, If your medication is potentially very toxic, seeing you in a month is
reasonable.

If your diagnosis is uriclear, then a return visit in a week to ten days is in order. In other
instances a return in six months is appropriate. Each medical condition calls for a doctor to
weigh the state of your health and on that basis determine a return appointment.

if you question the doctor's decision, speak up. He will listen to your concerns and explain
the reasons for his choice. Likely, you will be able to reach a compromise suitable to both of
you.

V www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com oEoaseoeto.

Mike's
MaiikeitjpJlmxe

OPEN
MON.-SAT.

9-9
SUN.
9-7

38000 Ann Arbor Rd.
Livonia

(734) 464-0330

r

Your Meat & Deli
Supermarket

< "'-

s Marketplace
FANTASTIC
SAVINGS! %

iSale Starrs Monday Nov. 5th - Nov. 11th

USDA Boneless '

ENGLISH CUT$O39ROAST 2 Roast
Family Pack |

Lean Tender Boneless I
BUTTERFLY $ Q 8 9
PORK CHOPS Ib >

Fresh Ground Beef

GROUND
«^ U

Family Pack

Lean Bonless Delicious

CUBE $
STEAKS 2

USDA Select Boneless

MY STRIP $ 4 99HP Sfl
Value P a c k ^ J

Farm Fresh Grade A

CUT UP
CHICKEN

i

C

Lean Tender Boneless

DELMONICO $ 0 7 9
PORK ROAST

* ' it ^-i

\

4

Fresh Ground Beef .

GROUND $
SIRLOIN

Family Pack

Oven Ready

STUFFED $
CHICKEN BREAST
From The Deli

Fresh Sliced

LIPARI
OVEN ROASTED

TURKEY BREAST Ib.
Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com
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The candy man

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A sign announcing the imminent arrival of Larry's Foodland was recently
taken down at the former Farmer Jack at Joy and Morton Taylor roads.

Local kids swamp
dentist with 500
pounds of sweets

in Halloween
exchange
BY TIFFANY t . PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Instead of screaming
"trick or treat," hundreds
of area kids made their way
to Robison Dental Group
Thursday and said "take my
treats."
The family-owned dental
operation collected about 500
pounds worth of candy in
exchange for dollar bills and
glowing toothbrushes.

"To be honest, we didn't
expect (that much of a
response)," said Dr. J.D.
Robison. "There were some
kids that were reluctant but
once they saw the loot, they
were all about it."
The dental group offered $1
for each pound of candy. The
collected mass of Starbursts

Dr. J.D. Robison shows off about a third of the 500 pounds of candy that children dropped off at his Canton office on
Thursday in exchange for money and toothbrushes. The dental group offered $1 for each pound of candy turned in.

and Snickers will be sent to
soldiers fighting overseas.

"The coolest part was read-
ing what the kids wrote to the
troops," Robison said, add-
ing that a few small children
scribbled pictures and some
older youngsters wrote poems.

"You can't get through them
without crying."

Robison, who suggested
that kids save a couple of their
favorite treats before selling
him the rest, said his office
will offer a similar program
next Halloween.

"Without question," he said.
"This was great."

The Robison Dental Group
is located at 8504 N. Canton
Center.

tlparks@hometownlife.com

(734) 459-2700

STORE
FROM PAGE A1

"We are hurting over here,"
said Canton resident Robert
Poval, who lives within a mile
of the shopping center and
said he was used to walking to
the grocery store about twice
a week. "After Farmer Jack
left in early July, the banner
(for Larry's) went up and then
all of a sudden it was gorie."

Poval said he called the
grocer as well as the Canton
Planning Commission to
inquire about the empty store.

"We were disappointed to
hear about Larry's," he said,
adding that he hopes sug-
gestions of another retailer's
interest are true. "Any grocer
would fill our bill."

In addition to the vacant
space in Coventry Commons,

the former Farmer Jack loca-
tion on Canton Center Road
also remains empty. When
Farmer Jack's parent com-
pany, Great Atlantic & Pacific
Tea Company Inc., closed
down its operations, 20 stores
were sold off but others, such
as the two township locations,
went without a buyer.

With CVS leaving Coventry
Commons nearly two years
ago and the departure of
Farmer Jack, business own-
ers expressed worry the plaza
would give off a ghost town
atmosphere. Poval shared
those thoughts.

"I don't see anything hap-
pening with the CVS store,
so I know the tenants are
hurting," he said. "It's the
anchor stores that bring in the
people."

tlparksthometownlife.com

(734) 459-2700

Police recover woman's car stolen by ex-boyfriend
Hours after a Canton woman

reported that her ex-boyfriend
stole her 2000 Mercury Grand
Marquis, the car was recovered
in Van Buren Township.

The woman, 37, told police
she invited her former love
interest, a 45-year-old Canton
man, to her apartment for din-
ner Wednesday and during the
evening, the man asked to bor-
row her vehicle for the night.
The woman told him no and
said the car wasn't mentioned
again.

At around 7:30 p.m. the
woman said she called it a
night and that the man let
himself out of her residence
while she was in another sec-
tion of the apartment. At 9
p.m., the woman said she woke
up to let her dog outside when
she noticed her car and keys

Let our new Canton
Family Practice be your

Medical Home!

Fellows Creek
2936 Lotz Rd.
10 a.m.-1 P-m-

The new St. Mary Mercy
Family Medicine Center
is like having a doctor in your familyl

The Center is your personal medical
home with board-certified physicians
who are clinical experts, providing
more effective, coordinated,
high-quality care for: Sunil Menawat, MD

• Acute Illnesses
and injuries

• Chronic Disease
Management

• Women's Health
• Pregnancy Care

and Delivery

• Newborn and
Children's Health

• Preventive Medicine
• Men's Health
• Adolescent Health
• Office-based Surgeries
• Vascular Medicine
• Wound Care

Call for an appointment 734.398.8790
Spnru diy pppomtment. imilible * Flexible schedules

Acirptinq net* patients * Convenient location
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COP CALLS

were gone. Moments later, she
also noticed her cell phone and
$23 had been stolen from her
television stand near the front
door.

After calling her phone and
not getting an answer, she
then called police, who entered
her car into the system. A
while later, Van Buren pplice
contacted Canton police and
informed them that the car had
been recovered during a traffic
stop.

At the time, the car was
occupied by two Inkster men
and an Inkster teenager. The
driver was arrested for receiv-
ing and concealing stolen prop-
erty. Canton police, who were
unsuccessful at locating the
township man at his residence,
contacted the woman and said
she could retrieve her car at her
convenience.

Township police were
prompted to go to a residence
on the 1600 block of Thistle
after a representative from the
subdivision's homeowner asso-
ciation reported Thursday that

a deck might have been lit on
fire with a cigarette.

When police arrived at the
home, no one answered the
door. At that point, an officer
went to the back of the resi-
dence and noted that the deck's
wooden stairs and railings had
been burned.

Good Samaritan robbed
A good Samaritan says she

was robbed of $25 after she
let a Canton man into her
home.

A 50-year-old township
woman reported that the man,
45, knocked on her door dur-
ing Thursday's early-morning
hours and asked if he could
come inside because he had
been assaulted.

The woman, who let the man
in, told police he was holding
a towel to his head and was
bleeding.

After a couple moments, the
woman reported that she went
to the rest room and upon her
return, the man was leaving
and said that he would be
fine.

She later discovered that
cash was missing from her
purse, which had been near the
front door.

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Specializing in Diseases
ofthe Skin, Hair & Nails

Invites you to visit and receive
the care you deserve.

• Skin Cancer • Eczema
• Moles • Warts
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss
• Acne BotOX • Much More

Accepting New Patients • Afl Ages
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2 Evening appts. available

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 lewis Drive,
Suite l5O,Novi,Mic%flH 48377

greaiiakesderm@yahoo.com O E o a s e M a i

Mysterious domestic
situation

A Canton man, 59, told offi-
cers his neighbors were harass-
ing him after he found them
inside his apartment Thursday
morning.

As the man, who lives on
the 40000 block of Cinnamon
Circle, returned home from
taking his 13-year-old son to
school he found two township
police officers in his apart-
ment that were following up
on a possible domestic violence
complaint. The man's down-
stairs neighbor had called
police and reported loud noises
and screaming coming from
inside the unit.

When officers arrived at
the apartment, they noticed
that lights were on but that no
one was answering the door.
After knocking on the door for
10 minutes, they spoke with
the downstairs neighbor who
insisted someone was inside
the unit because she could hear
footsteps.

After gaining access to
the apartment from one of
the complex's officials, offi-
cers went inside to check on
the welfare of its occupants
and reported that the unit
was empty and that nothing
appeared out of the ordinary.

As they were preparing to
leave, the man arrived home
and said there had not been
any fighting or yelling in his
home. A Plymouth officer
was then dispatched to check
on the teenager at his school.
The boy said he was fine and*
appeared fine.

By Tiffany L. Parks

CANTON CINEMA
wffw.flQTUamj x i h

ALIIT
, THEATERS
'Priced Right

1 Mils Wast of IKEA

Vasectomy &
Vasectomy Reversals

•ft-

ird certified Urologists with over
4i' vears of combined experience

1 "^i-edle-less and scalpel-free
i*.k hniques available for vasectomy

• Si ite ofthe art office surgical
I loiHty staffed witli registered
nurses

• < >\ er 85% success rate with
microscopic vastectomy reversals

A F F I L I A T E S

33545 Cherry Hill Road • Cherry Hill Medical Center
Westland

734.595.1166
www. affiliatesinurofogy.com

DETROIT'S BEST

MOVIE DEAL
ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
$6.00 IXCEPT ADULT EVE.

Free drink refills & 2Se corn refills

F R E E
FALL MATINEES

Saturday&SundayiO&li AM
SHREK THE THIRD (PG)

SHOWDMES11/2-11/8 O No passes

© BEE MOVIE (PG)
1:00,3:05,5:10,7:15,9:20
FRI/SATLS 11:25
O AMERICAN GANGSTER (Ri
12:00,3:15,6:30,9:45
© MARTIAN CHILD (PG)
11:30,2:05,4:30,7:00,9:35
FRI/SATLS 11:55
©SAW IV (R)
12:10,2:30,4:50,7:10,9:30
FRI/SATLS 11:50
GONE, BABY, GONE <R)
11:40,5:05,7:30,9:55.
MICHAEL CLAYTON (R)
11:10,1:45,7:05,9:40
TYLER PERRY'S WHY DIE IQET
MARRIED? (PG-13) 2:15,4:20
GAME PLAN :PG; ,
11:50,2:25,4:55,7:20,9:50

• I l l l l l l l l l l l l l ! •
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Rates are FALLING for

CATHOLIC PARISHE
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION HOME
EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT LOANS!

RATES
AS LOW
AS PRIME
MINUS .25%

Now, it's even more affordable to use the convenience of a home equity
loan to consolidate debt, pay for college expenses, or finish your home
improvement projects. If you already have a home equity loan from
somewhere else, take advantage of new lower-rates and refinance at
Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union. Plus...

• We will WAIVE your closing costs**

• Interest may be TAX DEDUCTIBLE. Consult a tax advisor for details

• Finance up to 90% LTV

Don't wait for rates to increase, apply TODAY!

For more information, call us at (734) 432-0212
or apply online at www.catholicparishesfcu.org

atholic

LENDER

arisnes
Federal Credit Union

Serving the Catholic Community for Over 50 Years!

Main Branch Plymouth/Canton - New 2008 St.Valentine Branch
36111 Five Mile Rd. _ ^ ^ 25800 Dow
Livonia, MI 48154 •*• LH^^|p Redford, MI 48239
(734)432-0212 Corner of Joy and Sheldon Roads (313)533-0040

*Rates are variable and can change monthly. Your rate may be plus or minus the Prime Rate based on your credit score. As of Nov. 1,2007 the Prime Rate is 7.50%.
**Loans that are paid off or closed within twelve months of origination will reimburse this cost to the credit union.

OE08568356



(C) Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, November 4,2007 LOCAL NEWS www.hometownlife.com

Patterson, chamber rally to repeal service tax COMMUNITY CALENDAR

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
STAFF WRITER

Oakland County Executive
L. Brooks Patterson is starting
another statewide petition drive
to repeal a tax on business ser-
vices.

Upset over the state
Legislature's approval of a
6-percent sales tax on ser-
vices, Patterson came to Troy
Thursday afternoon to promote
a Coalition to Ax the Tax.

The press conference,
hosted by the Troy Chamber of
Commerce, was the second stop
on the Patterson-led petition
drive. Earlier in the morning
Patterson rallied before a couple
of hundred supporters on the
steps of the state Capitol.

The service tax, which would
apply to business consultants
and other small businesses and
recreational activities — a mix
that includes landscaping, for-
tune telling^ salon treatments
and snow skiing, but not golf ~
was part of a $43 billion budget
approved Wednesday morning
and set to take affect Dec. 1.

The service tax was initially
approved during the early morn-
ing hours of Oct. 1 when the
Legislature passed a one-month
extension to the 2006-07 bud-
get.

"The (service tax was) con-
cocted under the cover of dark-
ness, passed at 4 a.m. a month
ago today, and when the light of
day hit and the tax was exam-
ined, the impact was nothing
short of devastating," Patterson
said. "The uproar has been loud
ever since."

Petition leaders need to gather
more than 304,000 signatures
to put a statutory initiative on
the November 2008 ballot to
repeal the service tax.

Actions by the state Senate
Thursday indicate the service
tax may have a chance to be
repealed without a petition
drive.

The Republican-majority
Senate passed two bills: one to
push back to Dec. 20 the start of
the service tax to give lawmak-
ers more time to repeal it, and
one to abolish the service tax by
Dec. 20, according to Sen. John
Pappageorge, R-Troy.

Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson wants to see the state

service tax repealed.

The bills need approval from
the House and Gov. Jennifer
Granholm's signature to become
law. Removal of the service tax
would leave a better than $700
million hole in the budget that
needs replacing.

"Some argue they want to
(replace the service tax) with
cuts, some all with tax increas-
es," Pappageorge said. "My posi-
tion is we look at cuts first, not
talk taxes until we're done talk-
ing about cuts. My first choice
is we don't talk taxes until we re
done talking about cuts."

The governor has left open the
possibility of repealing the ser-
vice tax through the Legislature
but under three conditions,
according to her spokeswoman
Liz Boyd.

"The governor is open to
changes in what was approved
but adamant on these three fac-
tors: Any adjustment or replace-
ment has to be revenue neutral,
has to have bipartisan support
and it has to be permanent,"
Boyd said.

A year ago, Patterson suc-
cessfully led a petition drive
to remove the state's Single
Business Tax.

Estimating the "mood of the
public and anger of businesses,"
Patterson predicted there would
be no trouble getting enough sig-

natures for the petition drive.
The new budget includes

t spending increases of $750
million in the general fund (an
8.5 percent increase over last
year), which Patterson charac-
terized as "just obscene." The
service tax is estimated to raise
approximately $725 million, but
Patterson questioned whether it
would generate only half of that.

Patterson said he's in favor
of repealing the service tax and
replacing the revenue lost with
spending cuts.

"We're in a one-state reces-
sion and there is no reason for
the governor to ask for a dollar-
for-dollar replacement (tax),"
Patterson said. "She calls that
revenue neutrality, I call it greed.
(The governor) looks at a 'bipar-
tisan' solution to give her cover
for next year — an election year."

Boyd said Patterson's objec-
tion to spending is not shared in
his party.

"Despite what Mr. Patterson
says, the Republicans in the
Legislature did not support mas-
sive cuts that would be needed to
balance the budget," Boyd said.
"Together with Democrats, the
Republicans approved a 2008
spending plan that is based on
revenue that will come with the
service tax."

State Reps. Chuck Moss, R-

nter
Win

Bloomfield Hills, and Marty
Knollenberg, R-Troy, attended
the rally in support of the peti-
tion drive. Both were among the
majority of Republicans who
voted against the service tax.

"This isn't a 'fat cat' tax, this is
an ordinary people's tax, a 'Mom
and Pop' business tax," Moss
said. "What if a single mom is
doing people's nails, an inde-
pendent landscaper or personal
trainer gets this tax? The 6 per-
cent kills them."

"(The service tax) was
something that wasn't very
well thought out, came at the
'11th hour,'" Knollenberg said.
"Nobody really knew who would
be impacted by it, and it's my
hope that those members realize
they made a mistake and change
their minds to vote to repeal this
tax."

Knollenberg agreed with
Patterson that trimming spend-
ing would be the best replace-
ment for the service tax.

"You're going down the wrong
path if you want to replace
this tax with another tax,"
Knollenberg said.

"Michigan residents are hav-
ing a hard time as it is. Salaries
are being cut, benefits are being
cut, job security is not as secure.
To hit them with more taxes,
which takes away from their
ability to pay fixed expenses,
sends the wrong message, espe-
cially at a time we're trying to
attract new people and busi-
nesses to move here."

Matt Friedman, partner in a
Farmington Hills'communica-
tions firm that opened Jan. 2,
said a service tax would stunt
growth and take business from
the state.

"There are Chicago firms lick-
ing their chops to come in to
Michigan" and take advantage of
the service tax, he said. "(Out-of-
state firms) have a competitive
advantage — a 6-percent com-
petitive advantage.

"We should be primed for
growth, and now we're threat-
ened from the government
that is supposed to create jobs.
We have 4,400 square feet of
office space ready to fill with
employees. A service tax trumps
relationships and our collective
skills set."

skowalsk@tiometownlife.com
(248) 901-2571

AROUND TOWN
Holiday bazaar

Crafters are needed for Holiday

Bazaar American House-Northvllle.

Thursday, Nov. 15,1-7 p.m. No charge

for tabie space. For more information,

please contact Carol, (248) 449-1480.

Singles golf
The American Singles'Golf

Association holds it monthly meeting

Thursday, Nov. 15, at the Maples Club

located at 31260 Wakefield Road in

Novi (off of 14 Mile between M-5 and

NoviRoad). Cocktails and mingling

at 6 p.m. with a brief meeting at 7

p.m. followed by a live auction for the

Make-A-Wish Foundation. For more

information about the club, contact

. Diane at (248) 347-0379.

Craft show

Sts. Peter & Paul Church in Dearborn

Heights hosts its 19th annual Arts

and Crafts Show in the church hall,

located at 750 N. Beech Daly, 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 17. The event

features a raffle, bake sale, cabbage

rolls and other ethnic food, all for a $1

admission. For more information, call

(734) 522-9653 or (248) 946-0173.

Wine tasting
The Oakwood Foundation will hold its

' 12th annual Wine for the Spirit fund-

raiser at 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 10, at

Ford Field, 2000 Brush St., Detroit.

The evening will include a sampling

of wines from around the world, food

stations, silent auction, raffle and

entertainment by The Bomb Squad.

Tickets cost $125 per person and are

available by contacting Kim Kelly at

(313) 586-5234.

Suicide Loss Support Group
New Hope Center for Grief Support is

offering an ongoing support group

for those who have lost a loved one

to suicide. This monthly group meets

7-9 p.m. on the second Thursday

and fourth Monday of each month at

the First United Methodist Church in

Northvilie located at 777 W. Eight Mile

Road.

No registration is necessary for this

monthly drop-in support group. For

further information about this group

or about the many other free, age

and loss specific groups offered for

children, teens, and adults, please call
New Hope Center for Grief Support

at 248-348-0115 and visit us at www.

newhopecenter.net

Gardeners meet
The Gardeners of Northviile & Novi

meet the second Tuesday of the

month September through May at

6:30 p.m. Locations rotate between

Novi Civic Center and the Northvilie

Library. Visitors are welcome. For

more information, call (248) 231-2334'

or visit our Web site www.gardeners-

northviile-novi.org

@ THE CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

T\venty-five museums and
attractions in metro Detroit
are taking part in the Museum
Adventure Pass program, spon-
sored by Mac/s, the Cultural
Alliance and local libraries. Stop
in the Canton Public Library
and check out a pass for two or
four free admissions to some of
the area's best cultural offerings.
Passes are for Canton library
card holders and another reason
why your Canton Public Library
card is the smartest card in your
wallet.

NOW i> YOUR LIBRARY
1 MS Word I: Nov. 1, at

6:30 p.m.
• Understanding

Diversity: Nov. 1, at 7 p-m.
Dr. Arifa Javed, Wayne State
University sociology professor,
discusses the changing realities
of American life facing today's
immigrants, offering room for
understanding and consider-
ation.

Registration required.
• Internet I: Nov. 2, at 10

a.m. Learn to navigate with

Internet Explorer.
Registration required.
• eBay Buying and Selling:

Nov. 3, at 9:30 a.m. Find gifts
online or sell your treasures for
extra money. We'll show you
how. Registration required.

• Knit Night with Anne:
Nov. 6, at 7 p.m. Drop in for
knitting and conversation.

• Excel I: Nov. 7, at 6:30
p.m. The basics of spreadsheet
creation to make a personal
budget. Registration required.

• Animanga Club: Nov. % at
7 p.m. Teens are invited to drop
in for manga and anime fun.

• Computer Maintenance:
Nov. 8, at 9:30 a.m. Basic
computer maintenance to
keep your machine in shape.
Registration required.

• Lunch and Book: Nov. 8,
at noon. One Thousand White
Women: The Journals of May
Dodd by Jim Fergus.

• Internet II: Nov. 10, at
10 a.m. Get effective search
techniques for the Internet,
library catalog and databases.
Registration required.

12 r-1ON"IHS Or- EMPOWERMENT

FROM SURVIVORS OF DOMES'] 1C VIOLENCE

AND SEXUAL ABUSE

•003 CALENDAR

The opportunity of the
year to be grossed out!
y Lhi£.-rMonns com in association with

chf- P"|M_ H'n*on Muslim .ire giv.ng away
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body xhm your kios are sure to love and
learn from.
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Where Moms Connect!

PORT HURON IV<
YOUR PASSPORT TO THE ARIS, HISTORY I

The 2008 HAVEN calendar dramatically dispels myths about
domestic violence and sexual abuse, showcasing the inner

strength and indestructible spirit of
metro Detroit survivors.

Calendars are currently available
for $14.95.

Calendars can be ordered from HAVEN's website at
wvvvv.haven-oakland.org,

by calling 248-334-1284, ext. 340
or by email at calendar@haven~oakland.org.

including all Hollywood Market locations,
Oliver's Tremlz in Birmingham, all Oxford Bank

locations and the Print Gallery in Southfield.

Calendars make great holiday gifts!
Proceeds benefit HAVEN services.

Show your support by ordering yours today.
Quantities are limited.

Sponsored by:

C A M P B E L L - E W A L D

d (ortrait
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Federal agency can help track down pension information
Dear Rick: I worked for the same
company for over 20 years. When
I left I was told I would have a
pension. The company has been
sold a number of times and I have
lost track of it. Is there any way
to find out if I'm entitled to my
pension?

It is not unusual for people
to lose track of their former
employers. With all the mergers and
acquisitions in today's world, it does
get difficult. However, there is a
way to determine if you are entitled
to a pension.

The Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation (PBGC), an agency of
the federal government, insures
pensions. Because so many people
have not claimed their pension,
the PBGC maintains a Web site
that can tell you if you are entitled
to benefits. Go to www.pbgc.gov/
search.

Unfortunately, not all pensions in
the United States are covered by the

ft
Money Matters

Rick Bloom

PBGC. Therefore,
if you believe you

tr' - x r a a r e entitled to a
£ V H pension and you're
* * • not listed in the

data bank then
you have to try to
locate the surviving
company. After
all, just because
the company you
worked for was
bought and sold a
number of times

that does not mean you are not
entitled to your pension.

Locating the company may be
difficult. In addition to using the
resources on the Internet, I also
recommend contacting the local
chamber of commerce where the
business was located. Another
option is to contact a former
employee. He or she may have some
information.
Dear Rick: I have a financial

adviser who works on commission.
I like him and I think he works for
my best interest. He's approached
me about buying a fund that has
a Class A and a Class B share.
Which do you recommend?

Although I am not a fan of
commissions in the financial
industry, I believe the best
salespeople never worry about
commissions they worry about
taking care of their clients.

It's important to have an adviser
you trust and have confidence in
and who will work for your best
interest. It appears you have that
type of financial adviser. Class A
shares are issued by mutual funds
and have an up-front commission.
Commissions can be as high as 8.5
percent but typically a Class A share
would be in the 5-6 percent range.
The commission comes out of your
money prior to being invested. If
you invested $50,000 in a 6 percent
Class A mutual fund, $3,000

would be paid in commissions and
the remaining $47,000 would be
invested into the fund. In a Class
A mutual fund, like all mutual
funds, there is also an ongoing
management fee. In addition, some
funds charge you commission on
reinvested dividends and capital
gains.

A Class B share fund has no up-
front commission. If you invest
$50,000 typically the entire
$50,000 will be invested into the
fund. However, the fund company
pays the financial salesperson an
upfront commission. In order to for
the fund company to recoup these
commissions they will charge higher
on-going management fees and a
back-end redemption fee if the fund
is not kept for several years.

Typically, if you sell shares of
a Class B fund or the entire fund
prior to completing a five-year
holding period, a penalty would be
assessed against your proceeds. The

typical penalty starts at 5 percent
and generally descends by one
percent a year. If after two years
you decided to sell the mutual fund,
your proceeds would be reduced by
3 percent.

In some Class B share funds, after
you've held the fund for a period of
time they will automatically convert
you into the A Share fund which
has a lower on-going management
fee. The back-end penalties and the
higher on-going management fees
have the same effect as commissions
and that is to reduce an investor's
return on investment.

When compar ing Class A versus
Class B shares, I wou ld typ ica l ly
favor Class A shares.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser.
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit
questions at moneymattersdhometownlife.
com. For more information, visit Rick's Web
site at www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on
WDTK1400AM.
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BUS
STOP

Catch the bus to

Ann Arbor
Bay City
Brighton
Burton
Clio"'
Flint

Jackson
Lansing
Livonia
New Baltimore
Pontiac
Roseville
Saginaw

St. Clair Shores
Sterling Heights
Tray
Warren
Westland
Ypsilanti

For locations and reservations
call Blue Lakes Charters & Tours

866-2-ROLLEM [866-276-5536]
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NOV. 14-18
Wod. NOV. 14 * 7:30 PM

OPENING NIGHT
TICKETS $10!*

Thu.
NOV. 15

7:30 PM

Fri.
NOV. 16
11:00 AM

7:30 PM

Sat.

NOV. 17
11:30 AM
3:30 PM
7:30 PM

Sun.

NOV. 18

1:00 PM
5:00 PM

•(Excludes Circus Calabrlty"*, Front flow and VIP seats. No double discounts,)

For the fastest and easiest ways to order tickets,

go to www.Ringling.com,
ticketmaster Retail Locations, The Palace of Auburn Hilis

Box Office or call (248) 645-6666

For information call (248) 377-0100

TICKET PRICES: $12.50 - $17.50 - $21
Limited number of Circus Celebrity, Front Row and VIP seats. Call for details.

(Service charges and handling fees may apply; no service charge at Box Office:)

Come one hour early to meet our animals and performers
at the All Access Pre-show - FREE with your ticket!

Choose from:
• Albert Nipon
• Claiborne >
• Calvin Klein ..,
• Austin Reed
• DKNY
• Oscar de la Renta

and morel

NOW THROUGH FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 9

plus, save an extra 15%
on men's tailored apparel,
footwear and accessories

with this coupon

Now through Friday, November 9,2007

extra 15% off
regular or sale price tailored clothing,

footwear, dress shirts, dress pants
and accessories

Valid on one entire purchase;
choose as many Items as you like.

__ • • • • • • ! • • " • • • • « * • WIIHH

C0015010HT9

Coupon will not be available In stores. Coupon must be presented at time of
purchase. Duplicate coupons will not be honored, Excludes Yellow Dot
Clearance, Incredible Value merchandise, Bonus Buys, Door Busters,
Fine Jewelry, Fine Watches, regular price Lauren, regular price Ffelo
collections, regular price Tlmberland, regular price Designer Shoe Salon,
Columbia apparel, accessories and outerwear, Levi's, Tommy Bahama,
Indigo Rjlms, Men!s fragrances and grooming products, electronics,
Tech Trek, Breast Cancer Awareness merchandise, service departmsnts,
special orders and gift cards, Cannot be applied to previously purchased
merchandise or maii/plione/intemet orders,

Advertising Space Provided By The
Observer & Eccentric I Mirror Newspapers

PARISIAN
C O M E TO T H E R I G H T P L A C E

Sale prices affective now through Friday November 9,2007, unless otherwise indicated. No price adjustments tor previously purchased clearance merchandise. Entire Stock offers exclude Clearance and
Incredible Value merchandise. Regular and original prices reflect offering prices in effect during the 90 days before or after this sale, but not necessarily during the past 30 days. Savings may not be based.on actual
sales, Intermediate markdowns may have been taken, Merchandise, style and color availability may vary by store, Sorry, riot available for mail, phone or Internet order, [1487GB]

OE08S98288'


