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Michigan Ghost Watchers (from feft): Sue Burt, Lon Kuehn, Cindy Biake of Canton, and Keith Korton.

Seeking the supernatural

Mrchrgan Ghost Watchers out to
prove there’s life after death

+ BYTIFFANY L, PARKS
STAFF WRITER

The Michigan Ghost

Watchers don’t run from things

that go bump in the night
— they take a picture of it.
Founded by Canton woman
Cindy Blake in 2001, the group
has nearly 100 members and
serves as a haven for serious
ghost watchers.
“For as long as [ can remem-

ber, T've been interested in
paranormal and the supernat-
ural,” said Blake, 52. “I remem-
ber being 6-years-old and beg-
ging my father to take me to
{my first horror) movie,”

In their investigations, club
mermbers travel to places such
as cemeteries, basements and
historical buildings. They take
photographs, record andio,

Piease see GHOSTS, A3

A wdeo recorder records both vrsrbfe "qht and, afte th ]
infrared llqht '

District deals with

first staph problen

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton school
officials confirmed the
district’s first case of a.
potentially deadly strain of
antibiotic-resistant staph
infection, which has forced
several school districts in
southeastern Michigan to
cancel classes and close
schools.

In a one-page note
sent home to parents
Thursday afternoon, Smith
Elementary Principal Jill
Cantin confirmed the case
of methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus, or
MRSA, telling parents “the
student is on antibiotics, the
infection is improving and is
under control. The student is
being treated by a doctor.”

Plymouth-Canton Schools
Director of Communications
Frank Ruggirello said the
student’s doctor confirmed
the case of MRSA Thursday. .
The identity, age and sex of
the child is not being dis-
closed because of privacy
laws,

MRSA can range from
mild skin irritations to more
severe infections that can
become deadly.

. Ruggirello said after
consulting with the Wayne
County Health Department
it was determined the situ-
ation wasn't serious enough
to close school. Smith
Elementary, which is in
Plymouth,; held classes as
scheduled on Friday.

Along with the informa-

" tion on the diagnosed case of

MRSA, Cantin’s note to par-
ents also included informa-
tion on Staph infections, as

well as how tc; treaf and keep

them from spreading.
“Students and staff are
encouraged to practice
good hand-washing tech-
niques and to wash their

hands often,” Cantin wrote: .-,

“Custodians are doing their
part to keep our schools
clean. Parents follow up at -
home as well.

“Teach your child to wash
hands thoroughly, do not -
share personal care items
and do not touch another
person’s cuts or scrapes,”
read the note, “Working
together we can keep all of
our students healthy and
infection free.”

Last week, Assistant
Superintendent of
Administrative Services
Ken Jacobs said his staff
checked the strength of
cleaning products used to
clean locker rooms, swim-
ming pool facilities and
other well-traveled areas.
Most of those areas arein

the high schools and middle.
schools... ... . ... m, :

“We clean bathrooms, C
locker rooms and the pools
on & daily basis, and I put
out the directive I want to
make sure they are going
beyond their normal rou-
tines,” Jacobs said.

“I want to make sure the
products we are using are -

.correct, the applications are

correct and I'm doing some
investigating with our envi-
ronmental company to look
at what other kinds of mea-

‘'sures we can take to be as

proactive as we can, rather
than reactive.” -

* tbruscato@hometownlife.com

(734) 459-2700

Tricksters:

Couple's golden
retrievers score

Canton
on PBS

rse to appear
program Tuesday

n contest

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

big

If you instructed Augustus and
Tiberius to “sit” agd “stay,” they'd
probably tilt their furry heads as if
to ask for more of a challenge.

The two golden retrievers belong
to Donna and Bob Bird of Canton
and won two categories last month

in Worldwide Fido's online contest,

The all-about-dogs Web site fea-
tures a contest each month where
they search for the cutest dog, best
friend, most outrageous and best
trick. .

Augustus, otherw1se known as.
Augie, nabbed the award for best

© The Observer
& Eccentric
For Home Newspapers
Delivery call: '
Volume 33
(866) 887-2737 Number 35 -

Auqustus and Tiberius, owned bv Donng and Bob Brrd of Canton, star in their own

prize winning wdeos

trick by freezing, standing, spin-
ning and falling asleep on com-
mand. In addition to bringing
home a prize for September, the
16-month-old, 70-pound dog also
won the most cutrageous category
for August.

Tiberius, who is playfully called
T4, scored September’s most outra--
geous award after the bulk of view-
ers voted for a video that showed

.
him terrorizing Augustus, who is
Jarger and older.

Appearing 1o be the more feisty
of the two, Tiberius is 4-months-
old and weighs 32 pounds.

“They're great dogs,” Donna Bird
said, “They're friendly, outgmng
and happy. They are very easy.”

As she played with each of the

" Please see DOGS, AT
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Canton resident Christine
Steinhelper, who is a nurse at the
Angela Hospice Care Center in

Livonia, will appear on the PBS show
Frontline at 10 p.m,, Oct. 30 on PBS
. (WTVS in the Detroit area).

The documentary, called

“The Undertaking”, is 2 behind-the-
scenes look at Lynch & Sons Funeral
Heme in Milford, where its director
Thomas Lynch, who is also a poet,

and his family have cared for the

dead and the living for three genera-

tions.

The program tells the stories of sev-
eral local families who visit Lynch & .
Soris, including the Verrino family of
Milford, who come to Thomas Lynch
1o talk about funeral plans for their
only child, Anthony, who was born in
2004 with a rare genetic syndrome.

In December of 2005, the boy was

admitted into the My Nest is Best
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- Pediatric Program

- through Angela

' Hospice of Livonia.

. According to

. Angela Hospice

- spokesperson Lisa

- Norton, the Frontline

. crews visited the

' Newburgh Road hos-
pice facility during the

suminer, and Stemhelper was inter-

viewed then. :

In his critically acclaimed book, :
The Undertaking: Life Studies from
the Dismal Trade, excerpted in the
film, Lynch chronicles a life spent in
the presence of the dead.

“We have in some ways become
estranged from death and the dead, d
Lynch told Frontline.

Frontline will appear at 9 p.m. on
some PBS providers. Check local list-
ings.
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Veterans Day in Cantcn has changed since it began in " focus on a dance routine, leaps;- November’s Luncheon is Chiefettes bottle drive gist and clinical specialist, St.
1967, Find oitt when hospice care turns, Jumps, a,nd ﬂezu’blhty + ... hosted by the Canton Chamber Y o ¥ . Mary Mercy Hospital-Helen ... - .

There will be a Veterans Ba.y should begin, what.are the cri- - - tricks. - -of Commerce and sponsored by Save yourself the hassle of - Palmer Image Recovery Center -
Service at 1 p.m. o Sunday, Nov. ~téria required to réceive hospice - Each partlelpant will recelve . ‘New Liberty Bank and Xuereb  returning those cans and bottles  AlsoJearn how to do a self breast
11, 2007 at the Canton  Veterans. - care, and whatirill insurance a“Réckette” T-shirt, apair of - Snow PC. Seatingislimited .~ and support the Canton Junior  exam.
Memorial located “f"Hentage - cofipani This40-min- = poms, and willbe invitedto. " and reservations are needed. To - Varsity Chiefettes PomPon For more information, visit .
Park west of the Cantony: ! ite presefitation;iprésented by. . perform in the Rockette Variety - -make your reservation, contact ~ Team at the same time. Donate ~ www.indigosalonanddayspa. = .
Administration Bu)ldlng ~ Arbor Hospice and Home Care, _Show on April25 aid 26;2008."  the chamber at (734} 453-4040. * your returnables to the Canton  com or contact the salon at (734)

i I o _Will nclode a pemod for ques- . M PomClinie: Grades K2, g : Deadline for reservations is Nov.  Chiefettes during their fall bottle 361-3245.

Canton will host & Sahiteto ~.-tions and ANSWEES. Saturday Novi10, 9 a. m,—noon, X drive from 8 a.m.-noon on Nov.

Service” ceremony at the Vﬂlage
Theater, located 50400 ?Jher_;'y
Hill Road, from 2-4 p.m, Whi
will recognize area rwldents
currently in active ditty. .

Photos of these Canto esk
dents who are currently, §erving -
in our Armed Forces will beon

display. Residents are encour- . . -
Job
: program in the Job Help series
. offered by the Canton Public

aged to submit 8 x 10.scanped
i i inals:

photos please). Be siré to label
the back of each photo with the
name of the service person, the
brangh of his or her service, and
contact mformauon Copies

: register for - .

0-3:30 pin. in

is 10(fated at 46000 Summit
E Parlway in Capton. Admission
15 free: Toregistet of for more

?._Center at (73

- Job help series -

Center’s “Value of . .B
rkshop on'Thursday,

i the Park

information, eontact the Senior
{ -:54185

“Persorial: Finance Dm'mg
” is the topic for last

Library. Beth Troost, Education
Partnership Coordinator

from Community Financial,
and Susan Sherry, Adjunct
Assistant Professor at Madonna
University, will examine how

..job change affects personal

finances on Nov, 14 at 7 p.m. at

. the Canton Public Library.

Attendees willlearn to set

- reel_lstgc firiancial goals, find

soyjrees of money, how
- affects credit ratings and
onal impact takes
nd your finances.

s free but requires
by calhng {7349 39%-

R cket’c Pom&Dance ,

Saleﬁirﬁoekettes will be
their annual kids’ clinic.
& pom and dance clinics

wiltbe: offered, Ttis open to any

‘swidént in grades X-5. The pom
of the Summiton ¢li

inijc will consist of a routine,
. cheers, and ways to increase
ﬂem'blhty The dance clinic will

)aANNET
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'_';'Saturday
.‘,.:_the Safem cefeterla

" eatly for-

‘  inthe Salem cafeteria; grades .
3-5, Saturday, Nov. 1() -4 p..
"in the Salem Caf

: gist :
The c¢ost i $40 forthe first -

clinic enyalled jn. If you enroll in -~

both clinics the additional cost

will be $10. Only one T-shirt and

one set of poms will be given
to each participant at the first
clinic they attend.

To register or for more infor-
mation, contact Denise Staffeld
at (734) 776-6593. You must reg-
ister by Friday, Now. 9.

Holiday craft show

Tri-City Christian Center will
host ist annual Holiday Craft
Fair from 11 2.m.~4 p.m,, Dec. 1.
Admission for the event is §1.
More than 70 crafters will be on
hand and refreshments will be
available.

Tri-City Christian Center is
located at 3855 Sheldon Rd.
Canton (just north of Michigan
Averme). For more information, -
contact Sharon Chefan at (734')
397-1777.

Chamber luncheon

The Canton Chamber
of Commerce will host its
Noverber networking }unchecm
on Nov. 7 at 11:30 a.m. at the
Summit on the Paxk, 46000
Summit Parkway, in Canton.
The cost for
lunch is $20
and includes
{ afull buffet
hanch, beverag-
eg and dessert.
This luncheon
is open to the
public.
. November’s
Luncheon will
feature guest speaker Fanchon
Stinger, WJBK Fox 2 News
Detroit. Stinger co-anchors FOX
2 News Morning Weekdays
and is also an investigative
reporter in the FOX 2 Problem
Solver unit and editor of the
“Gen X Honor Roll”, a special
news feature that proﬁles out-
staniding young people in the
Metropolitan Detroit area.

Stinger

“Election Inspectors needed

The Canton Clerk’s Office is

.. how accepting applications for

- Precinet Inspectors for 2008,
5 Precinet Inspectors work on des-

.- “ignated election days in Canton.
There are four elections sched-

wiled for 2008: Jan. 15 presiden-

tial primary, May 6 (tentative)
school elections, Aug, 5 primary,

and Nov. 4 general election.
Applicants must be a quali-
fied, registered voter within
Wayne County and a United
States citizen. The applicant
must fill out the application in
his/her own writing and be will-
ing to declare a political party
affiliation.
" Applicants must be able to
work closely with others, assem-
ble simple voting stations, read
and write legibly in the English
language, perform simple math
caleulations, follow instruc-
tions provided by the precinet

.chairpersons and possess inter-

personal skills to work with the
public.

The rate of ‘pay is $125 per day
Inspector training is also paid -
and attendance is mandatory.

Applications may be picked -
up in the clerk’s office during
regular business hours or down-

“loaded from Canton’s Web site at

www.canton-mi.org. For more
information call (734)394-5120.

Chamber computer class

On Wednesday, Novémber
14, 2007, from 6-9 p.m., the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
is offering a How to Make and
Edit Videos course at Canton
Computers. Canton Computers
is located at the southwest
corner of Canton Center and
Ford Road. Thisis one of many
computer training courses that
have been scheduled throughout
2007. These classes are open to
Chamber members and to the
public.

Cost for the seminar is $25 for
chambet menibers and $40 for
non-members. Class size is limit-
ed; registration will be accepted
on a first come, first serve basis.
To register, contact the Canton
Chamber of Commerce at (734)
453-4040. Registration dead~
line is Friday, Nov. 9.

. see their daughters perform at

10. :
The Canton Cinefettes wﬂl be -
traveling around area neighbor-
hoods in the Plymouth-Canton.
School District to collect retum
ablebottles and cans. .

Supporters can also bring -
their bottles and cans to the
Canton North Building (also
known as Phase 3ibetween 8
a.m. and noon. .

For more information contact .
Chiefette parent Britt Julien at
bifml@sbcglobal.net.

Pompon clinic

Would you like to be a Junior .
Canton Chiefette? Children ages
5-13 years old can be, if they
attend the Kids'PomPon Clinic
sponsored by the Canton Varsity
Chiefettes from 9 a.m.-noon,
on Nov. 10 at the Canton High
School gym in the Phase III
building. Cost is $35 per child
and includes a T-shirt and snack.
Discounts are available for addi-
tional siblings.

Parents are invited to come

noon and all girls attending the

- clinic will be invited to perform

at a Canton varsity t basketball
game.

Registration is from 8-9
a.m. the morning of the clinic.
For more information please
call Chiefette parent, Kathy
Schwalm at (734) 416-1685.

Cancer awareness benefit

Indigo Salon and Day Spa |
(50545 Cherry Hill Road, Suite
300-400 in Canton) is part-
nering with St. Mary Hospital
and St. Mary Image Recovery
Center to hold its first Cancer
Awareness Benefit from 1-5
pm., Oct. 28. :

The event will feature $1 raffle
tickets with a chance to win
tickets to many different major
sporting events, a full day at the
spa, and various product baskets
valued at $300 each.

There will also be mini semi-
nars: ‘Ask the Doctor, featuring
Cynthia Aks, DO, breast special-
ist, St. Mary Mercy Hospital;
‘Ask the Dietitian, featuring
Judy Swancutt, RD, CDE, dieti-
cian, St. Mary Mercy Hospital;
and ‘Feel Good Inside & Out,
featuring Trish Ty], cosmetolo-

Hofiday travel tlps/hotspots

The public is invited to a dis-
cussion on Holiday Travel Tips
and 2008 Travel Hotspots as the
Canton Newcomers hosts AAA
Travel of Canton at its adult
general monthly meeting at 7:15
p-m., Nov. 7, at the Sunflower
Clubhouse 45800 Hanford,
west of Canton Center -- set
back offthe road.

In addition, enjoy refresh-
ments from the newest Cherry-
Hill Village-based business

“Honey, What's for Dinner”, and
Back Home Bakery, learn about
the 20-plus monthly activities
the group hosts, and enter a
raffle to benefit alocal cha,nty

For a complimentary :
November newsletter of this
2006 Community Supporter -
award-winning club, visit can~ -

tonnewcomers.org or call Donna,
at (734) 398-0487 before the ~+.

meeting, Just a reminder, you -

don'thavetobe “new”tobea * - '

Newcomer.

- AToast to Canton

A wine and food tastingto -
benefit the Plymouth Canton -
Clothing Bank, First Step and
the Leadership Canton Alumni-

_ Scholarship Fund is scheduled

for Friday, Nov. 9, from 7-9 p.m.
at Waltonwood at Cherry Hill, -
. There will be approximately-
20 wine tables with a‘'wide
variety of red and white wines.
There will also be beer and non-
alcoholic beverages available for
tasting. A wide variety of hors
d’'oeuvres provided by Holiday
Market is also included in the |
ticket price. Space is limited -
to 300 guests. Tickets are $35 |-

in advance, and, if available, i

$40 at the door. Tickets can be
purchased at Holiday Market -
and the Canton Chamber of
Commerce. :

The event is sponsored by
Holiday Market, Waitonwood at
Cherry Hill and ‘the Leadership
Canton Alumni Associationin -
cooperation with the Canton -
Chamber of Cornmerce and
Charter Townshlp of
Canton.

For more information, please
call the Canton Chamber of
Commerce at (734) 453-

4040.

_items on eBa

. We have the reputati

helmets and more!

Come in and buy
or go to our website
and either purchase
or order your Karting
supplies at the best .
prices around. |

www aitcanton.com ¢ general @awtmmﬁeday«camm com
43351 Joy Rd. » Canton, MI 48187 » 866-361 -4869

Authorized Academa Dealer

A Global Business on a Local Level
Tired of seeing RED? Turn your unwanted ftems into GBEEM

Auction-it TODAY of Canton is a convenient place to have a pmfessmai sell your
| ion and experience necessary to get your items
-noticed by millions of buyers all around the world. We take photos, write the listing,
answer questions, process payments, pack & ship and then cut you a check!

“We're your preferred eBay® drop-off store!

It takes 1.9 hours to list an item for the average eBay@ Because of this our service
is very needed. We take the hassle out of the time consuming eBay se!!zng process.
- At Auction-it TODAY we:
1. Professionally photograph the items
. Research a proper description and placement on eBay

Answer all bidding questions
Ensure proper payment from purchaser
. Professionally pack and ship

Auction it Today also carries many
Go Karting equipment and -
Motorcyle accessories from
Karts and racing suits to

"A Regular Listing Fee i

1 One cotmguer listing. Coupons Expire 11-30-07

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

irst Time Customers Receive,
[ Regular Listing

| One coupon per lsing. Coupons Expire 11-30-07 |

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmﬁu

T WiE WILL PRY |
'YOUR SALES TAX

| onany item purchased at our store or wehsite i
i One coupon per listing. Coupons Expire 11-30-07 1
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The best news Gov. Jennifer
Granholm delivered to
handreds of munieipal rep-
resentatives attending the
Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments General
Assembly meeting Thursday
afternoon at the Inn at St..
John's in Plymouth Township
Thursday was not necessarily
good news. :

“We have a freeze on rev-
enue sharing,” Granholm said.
“I did propose a cost-of-liv-
ing increase, an inflationary -
adjustment, when I proposed
my budget. That didn't survive,
but we did avoid major cuts.”

That didn't seem like much’
solace to municipal leaders,
who know a freeze still means
aloss of money because of
inflationary budget increases

facing their communities. After
Granholm’s presentation on the

budget and how it will affect
businesses and the residents
of Michigan, the governor was
asked about the many blank
stares as she delivered her
speech.

“The folks who were in there
understand the challenge, both
of tough economic times and
trying o make ends meet,”
Granholm said. “To say what
itis we're going to become ...
we just can’t retrench and get
small, we've got to be bold and
come out swinging because
we're never going to emerge

~ Granholm brings budge
‘message to town

* Gov. Jennifer Granholm spoke ahout

the situation in Lansing at a SEMCOG
meeting held Thursday at The inn at
St. John's in Plymouth Township.

victorious if we're not innova-~
tive.

“Michigan citizens are feel- -
ing the brunt of this global
shift in manufacturing jobs,”
she added, “and having a
plan and an aggressive strat-

- egy and working that plan

... and giving people some
benchmarks so they know
that progress is being made is
important.”

Granholm said presiden-
tial candidates need to take
notice of what’s happening
in Michigan as they seek the
nation’s highest elected office.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEMCOG

“Michigan is a precursor
to what will happen in other
states as technology moves
and other states grapple with
a shift in their economic sec-

. torio other parts of the world,”

Granholm said. “These can-
didates have gotto have a
strategy that allows us to invest
in making our businesses com-
petitive. Candidates who talk
about trade, and battling to
keep the playing field level as
well as investing in our people,
are the candidates Michigan
citizens sill listen to.”

Granholm was critical of the
recall efforts of nearly a dozen
lawmakers who cast votes in
favor of the recent income tax
hike, including Rep. Marc
Corrivean (D-Northville).

“I think the representatives
who cast tough votes to put our
state on solid financial foot-
ing should not be recalled,”
Granhelm said. “People need
to understand these are the
toughest votes of their careers,
and they cast a vote to save’
Michigan, not to save them-
selves. They put themselves
at risk, and I think anybody
who came to the center in the
bipartisan solution should be
thanked and not recalled.”

When asked if she specifi-
cally would help Corriveau in
his efforts to avoid recall,
Granholm said, “T'1l help him
in any way he needs help.”

thruscato@hometowntife.com
(734} 455-2700

Bicyclist breaks into Canton
church, steals collection box

Canton police are looking for a bicyclist that
broke into a township church Oct. 18 and stole
an undisclosed amount of money.

Canton Sgt. Rick Pomorski said the thief was
caught on video prying open the door at Christ
the Good Shepherd, located at 42690 Cherry

Hill just west of Lilley.

He apparently tried to access the building’s

tion box.

safe but ended up stealing money from a collec-

Hours after the township theft, reports of

on a bicycle.

two more church burglaries were reported in
Westland. A witness reported spotting someone

- *Only money was taken,” Pomorski said. “We
have no idea who this person is.”

u

(from left),
Sue Burt and
LonKuehn

. search Sheldon
Cemetery for
areas that
have markedly.
colder -
temperatures,
which indicate
the presence of
ghosts.

GHOSTS

FROM PAGE A1

access temperatures and tap into the skills
of their spirit medium, Keith Norton, 37, of
Madison Heights.

During these experiences, Blake said she's
heard whispers, been touched and had footsteps
following her when she was the only person in
the room. .

“I've definitely been startled but I haven't
been afraid,” she said, adding that her favor-
ite investigation took place at the Gettysburg
battlefield. "There is so much activity there. We
recorded gun shots. It's a privilege to witness
something that can’t be explained through nor-
mal means.”

MGW, which has blossomed to include chap-
ters in North Carolina, Ireland, Virginia and
Pennsyivania, is planning a trip in the spring to
a sanitorium in Kentucky. .

“Those who believe will believe,” said Blake, a
former Plymouth resident. “For those who don't
want to believe, there’s nothing you can say to
change their mind.”

Lon Kuehn, 44, of Clinton Township has been
with MGW for four years and said he had his
first paranormal experience as a toddler.

“My grandfather was buried the day before
ny first birthday and 1 saw his ghost when 1
was 3 years old,” he'said. *It freaked out my
mom.” . T

Kuehn, who describes himself as a “techno
geek,” said he gets a thrill out of being in MGW
because it’s filled with “like-minded individuals
that are proving to the world there’s life after
death.” : : 7

As Blake, Norton, Kuehn and another group.
member, Sue Bert of Waterford, walked around
the historic cemetery on Sheldon northof =

Michigan Avenue, they snapped and compared

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Cindy Blake of Canton notes the time that her voice

‘recording begins. Keith Norton and Lon Kuehn take

photographs and measure temperatures. .
photographs. ‘ S "
“We haven’t had a hand come up out of the
ground,” Blake laughed, while Norton chimed
in, “That would be nice, though. We're hoping

that happens.”

tiparks@hometowniife.com

{734) 459-2700

7-Month‘CD'
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With Loyalty Checking**
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Process begins
as board starts

superintendent search

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The official job posting for
Plymouth-Canton Schools
superintendent is expected
to be published.in various -
publications this week, as the
Board of Education seéks to
find a replacement for Jim
Ryan, who will retire Feb. 28.

During the past week, hun-
dreds of district stakeholders
met with representatives of
the search firm - Hazard,
Young, Attea & Associates,

- Lid, - to help develop a pro-
file for the next superinten-
dent. ‘ ‘

Patricia Kordick of
Plymouth Township said it's
important for the district to
hire a superintendent who
will motivate people and hold
them accountable,

“To make sure things run .
smoothly in the district,
according to district policy,”
said Kordick, who has a son
attending Salem High School.
“The person needs to be able
to motivate people, not out of
fear, but because the people
want to make things better.

*“This selection is very
important because of the size
of the district and so many
areas of education we have,
such as special education, col-
lege prepatory and vocation,”
she said. “This isn’t going to
be an easy job to find some-
one who is able to do all this."

For Kimberlyn Benjamin,
who has five teenagers, the
search for a new superinten-
dent “is everything.”

“We're such a big distriet . -
that if we didn’t do a national
search we would miss out on
some quality,” Benjamin said.
“When you have a beloved

school superintendent like

Jim, it’s very hard to find
someone comparable, and
we'll have to go through a lot
of people to do that.
“I think it’s hard to find
a communicator like Jim,”
she said. “He has that shirt
sleeves feeling, he’s comfort-
able in sitting down and
hanging out with parents.”
Randolph Tinder, a consal-

~ tant associate for HYA, said

the eoncerns of stakeholders

. in Plymouth-Canton aren’t

any different than those
found in other school districts
searching for a new superin-

" tendent.

“We're hearing the same
issues about funding and
finances that everybody rec-
ognizes, and we're hearing a
certain level of anxiety about
the new leader,” Tinder said.
“Those are exactly the same
things we hear in every school
district.

“This is a very high qual-
ity school district and you'll
get some high quality candi-

" dates,” he said.

Representatives of HYA will
compile the results of their
discussions with stakeholders,
and are expected to present
the profile assessment report
10 the Board of Education at
the Nov. 27 meeting.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(734) 458-2700

+

Workman gets grant to build schoolyard habitat

Workman Elementary School in Canton
will soon have an outside classroom that
will teach students about nature and also -
" benefit the environment.

The new scheol, which opened this year,
has received a grant from Wayne County
to construct a schoolyard habitat on the

school grounds.

_'The joint project between Canton
Township, the county and the school dis-
trict will include an upland meadow with
* environmentally positive features.
According to Kurt Heise, director
of the Wayne County Department of
Environment, Canton has completed the
preliminary design work and the bulk of
the project is scheduled to be constructed
next year. Once completed, the habitat will
include native vegetation, a gazebo with
a living roof, an educational kiosk, and a

bridge spanning 2 small creek.

the other half.

Marceau.

The cost of the project is $45,000. The
county grant will cover half the cost, while
the township and the school will pick up

The school will try to raise $10,000
through various fund-raisers, according to
Gillian Marceau, member of the Thomas
Workman Oversight Committee, and a
driving force behind the habitat project.
She said the first step in her plan is to sell
pieces for her blooming wall inside the
school. Marcean has constructed an envi-
ronmental mural where students, staff and
parents can buy fish, frogs, rabbits, trees
and shrubs to place on it.

“I want to get kids away from televi-
sions, computers and video games and
get them back outside to nature,” said

According to Workman Principal Jim
Burt, the habitat will be used as an out-

door classroom to teach children about
nature and their environment.
“This natural habitat will provide us

with plenty of educational opportuni-

‘ties,” said Burt. “Kids will have the ability
to connect with nature and we are very
excited about that.”
. Construction on the project w111 begin
next year and is anticipated to be complet-
ed by the start of the 2008-2009 school
year. Canton’s Public Works Division will
begin grading the project this winter. Bids
for the gazebo will go out in April and
planting of native Michigan plants and -
vegetation will take place in the spring.
“Canton is a leader in the area of envi-
ronmental projects,” said Heise. “Wayne
County is thrilled to be a part of this proj-

ect and we hope it will serve as motivation

~ for other school districts to see the poten-
tial in partnering with local government.”

It's a date: MEAP retest is Nov. 7

" BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

They may have taken it once,
but they’ll be taking it again,

That’s the word from the
state Department of Education
which has decided that fifth-
and sixth-graders across the
state will take — or retake, in’
some cases — the MEAP writ-

ing test on the same day, Nov. 7.

The decision follows what
state school officials Jabeled
a “security breach” of the
fifth- and sixth-grade reading
prompts, following an article
that appeared in the Jackson
Citizen Patriot newspaper ¢ar-
lier this month.

“They're trying to cut down
the exposure to another
breach,” Wayne-Westland
Superintendent Greg Baracy
said, "We had already tested

HERBALIFE®

HERBALIFE? the largest health and wellness company in the world
offers premier Nutrition and Weight Management programs.

e Energy & Fitness » Stress Management * Heart & Digestive Health
* Healthy Aging * Immune Solutions ¢ Chiidren’s, Men’s & Women's Health
and more. Highly effective, safe, natural products.
Call: 1-888-456-8288 or email: Nutrition.Heals@comcast.net
fora 10% DISCOUNT on your first order.
View catalogue at www.rNutritionMall.net
Weight loss sample pack $12.95

DE08565709

out fifth~ and sixth-graders
when this happened. It’s going
10 be tough to keep the stu-
dents motivated.”

“All we can do is keep mov-
ing forward, do what we need
10 do,” said Agnes Kubrak,
Wayne-Westland’s senior exec-
utive director for instruction.
"All we can say is OK and Jet’s
move on.”

State officials decided to
call for statewide retesting
after hearing from the U.S.
Department of Education that
failing to test all fifth- and
gixth-graders using a replace-
ment prompt could threaten
the validity of the writing
scores, Federal officials had
indicated there was a risk that
all schools in Michigan with
fifth-and sixth-graders would

not make adequate yearly prog-

ress, if there was no retesting.

. “We realize that this could
disrupt some school activities,
but in this age of technology —
with text messaging, blogging,
and MySpace that kids use

every day — we now have to
resort to these additional secu-
rity measures,” Superintendent
of Public Instruction Mike
Flanagan said.

The flap occurred when a
reporter interviewed students
who bad completed the writing
test. During the course of the
interview, the reporter heard
a student correct the teacher
about the subject matter for
each grade level and included
the information in his story.

Initially, the state announced
that 260,000 fifth- and sixth-
graders would take the test
between Nov. 5-13, but that
was changed to all students
taking the test in the morning,
on the same day. Students who
are abgent during the school
testing time may be given the
replacement writing prompt
at any subsequent time during
the remajnder of the one-week
testing window. :

“We know that this is an
unfortunate consequence of
2 newspaper’s revealing in a

news article what those writ-
ing prompts were,” Flanagan
said. “However, we have to be
certain that we do everything
necessary to be fair to all stu~. -
dents; protect the integrity of -
the MEAP tests; and not put
schools at risk of not making
AYP”

More than 1,800 fifth- and
sixth-graders will be retested
in Wayne-Westland. The dis-
trict brought in MEAP support
for the original testing and may
to do so again, according to

Kubrak, who pointed out that

the retesting will take students
away from their learning and
staff away from the things they
do to support that process.
“The staff is trying to keep
them motivated and keep their
spirits up,” she said. “I hope
this retest doesn’t affect their
motivation and the test scores,
I know the staff is trying very
hard, but this certainlyisnta

. good situation,”

smason@hometowniife.com | (734) 953-2112
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Changing people’s lives one person at a time.

Plymouth

Dr. Adam Mashike
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If you have a headache, you're not alone. Nine out of ten Americans suffer from headéches.
For some people headaches are an occasional annoyance, for others a disabling chronic
condition.

What do you do when you suffer from a pounding he_adach;s? Do you tighten yourjaw and try
to make it though the day? Lie down with your head under a pillow? Fop a pill and hope the

pain goes away? There is a better alternative.

‘Modern chiropractic care has a lot to offer

headache sufferers. Headaches have many
causes, or "triggers.” These may include
foods, environmentai stimuli {ncises, lights,

stress, ote.} and/or behaviors (insomnia,
excessive exercise, blood sugar changes,
etc.}). Aspirin and other medications relieve
the pain of tension headaches, migraines and
cluster headaches without correcting the
underiying causes. Drugs, on the other hand

M,WTH
8:30-10:00 & 11:00-12:00
3:00-4:00 & 5:00-7:00

TUES |
5:00-6:00
Workshop 6:00-6:45
Closed FRI & SAT

are designed to mask the pain.

Suggestions to help headache sufferers:
* If you spend a large amount of time in
one fixed position, such as in front of a
-computer, on a sewing machine, typing or
reading, take a break and stretch every 30
minutes te one hour. The stretches should

take your head and neck through a
comfortable range of motion.

* Low-impact exercise may help relieve
the pain associated with primary headaches.
Howaever, if you are prone to dull, throbbing
headaches, avoid heavy exercise. Engage in
such activities as watkmg and low-impact
aerobics,

* Avoid teeth clenching. The upper teeth
should never touch the lowers, except when
swallowing. This resulis in stress at the
temporomandibular joints (TMJ) ~ the two -
joints that connect your jaw to your skoll ~
leading to'TMJ irritation and a form of tenslon
headaches.

| suffared with headaches/migraines for over 20 years, | &

experienced saveral headaches each week and at lsast
one migraine par month, Tha migraines would force me
to Hfe In bed with an ice pack on my head, Tesling
nauseous and taking savaral medications to ease the
pain. Since becoming a pationt of Dr. Mashike and
recelving adjustments to correct my subluxation, | am no
longer on medication. | am happy lo share that I have
exparienced only one migraine in the last two years.
Whert | feel a headache coming on | ses Dr, Mashike for
treatment and relisf.

larry Machanﬁa '

* Drink at least eight 8-ounce glasses of water a day to heip avoid dahydration. which can

* lead to headaches.

Dr. Mashike can perform spinal manipulation or chiwpractic adjustments to improve spinal
function and alleviate the stress on your system.
He can provide nutritional advice, recommending a change in diet and perhaps the addition

of B complex vitamins if necessary.

if you or someone you know is suffering from

headaches. a Chiropractic evaluation is the first step to freedom from pain.

We accept Trinity Health » United Health « Blue Cross « AETNA « PPOM « MCare

e Humana » Blue Gare Nelwnrl(

Gigna » GreatWest

OCROAs58107
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Take precautions for a safe Halloween

he rustle of leaves under
your feet, the aitumn chill
in the air, and decorations
being put out that look like
skeletons, witches and various
grimaces on the faces of jack-
o'lanterns remind me of my
favorite time of year and the
celebration of Halloween.

While the trick-or-treating
that we have become accus-
tomed to didn’t really take off
until the 1930s, many children
love to dress up in costurne and
collect treats on the evening of
Oct. 31. The least we, as adults,
can do is to make sure they are
safe while doing it.

If you are expecting to invite
children to your door, start
by cleaning up your yard, so
children won't trip over hoses,
branches or slippery leaves. Put
unused tools away and make
sure your house lights will light
the way for children to come to
your house, If you must drive

-on Halloween, use extra cau-

Sheriff receives
federal grant
for marine
equipment

In 2004, the Wayne County
Sheriff’s Office and Detroit
Wayne County Port Authority
began working together to
apply for federal homeland
security grants, only 5 percent
of which typically reach Great
Lakes ports.

However, since the partner-
ship was formed, the Port
Autheority has been awarded
more than $3 million in
marine granis, at least half of
which has been allocated to
the Sheriff’s Marine Unit to
purchase new boats and equip-
ment, according the Sheriff’s

‘department.

Sheriff Warren Evans
recently received word of a new
$450,000 allocation and is just
weeks away from putting out
bids for more than $1 million
in new marine unit equipment,
including four new vessels, new
raotors for its existing boats,
night vision technology and
new and improved equipment
for the Marine Unit’s Dive
Team and Special Response
Team, including 40 gas masks.

Harsam Storage Special

(R.V's, Boats, Cars ect,

Biue Care Network of
Michigan announces open
enrollment for its nongroup
product:

NON GROUP

Open enroliment dates are
November 1 —30, 2007 for a
January 1, 2008 effective date.

Please contact Blue Care
Network’s Customer Service
department at 1-800-662-6667
for additional information.

. %
Angngrolt corporation and independsant lieanste
o the Biye Uross aid Blue Shield Associgtion

1028078G8, QB2 -

» Affordable Pricing
* 0% Financing Available
» Extended Warranties
* Quality Installation

(734) 525-1930

Our 33rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

\8919 MIDDLEBELT UVOND

CEQBS548016
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tion, especially
in neighbor-
hoods where
children have
their minds
on treats more
than on watch-
ing for cars.
Turn house
. lights on to wel-
come children,
and do not ask them into your
home.

Candles look nice when con-
trolled, but the risks may be too
great. Consider a trip to your
local Halloween store to check
out the many options for light-
ing pumpkins. They have small
strobe lights, color-changing
lights and I even lit up a jack-
o’lantern with a glow stick last
vear and it looked great!

If you have children who
will be trick-or-treating on
Halloween, try their costumes
on well before Halloween so
that you can add reflective tape,

Kiurski

and Godiva. Coupon not val

Now through Wednesday, October 31

- For every nonperishable, unopened, not expired, canned or packaged food item you bring in to our store, you'l receive a
coupon to use on a regular or sale price merchandise item throughout the store. Simply bring in your food donations to
the collection center at any of our stores during our Fall Food Drive. It's just one way we can...

For the store nearest you, call 1-800-233-7626.
Coupons valid now through Wednesday, October 31, 2007. Merchancise, style and color availahility may vary by store, [145168]

take up hems and make sure
there is plenty of makeup for
the big night. Makeup is recom-
mended for the face over masks
due to the peripheral visibility
limitations of putting a mask
on. Costumes should be plainly
marked as flame-resistant or
flame-retardant, and it shouldnt
drag on the ground. Have chil-
dren practice the “Stop, Drop
and Roll” procedure in case their
clothing and/or costumne catches
fire. Just because you may not
use candles to light your jack-
o'lanterns doesn’t mean that
your neighbors do not.

Children should only travel
in familiar areas and along an
established route with a group of
friends. Flashlights, glow sticks
and reflective trim are a must,
and a cell phone may be useful
for children who are old enough
to have them. Small children
should always be accompanied
by an adult and make sure they
have their name and address

Thank you for your generosity and support,
as we strive o make a difference in our community.

pinned somewhere onto their
clothing in case they do get sepa-
rated from the group.

I am a huge fan of cell phones
during Halloween, It allows
parents to let kids go out with -
friends as long as they know they
are close and who they are with.
Make sure cell phone batteries
are fully charged, and that you
are pre-programmed into the
cell phone for one-button call-
g,
Give your children a meal
before they head out for the
evening. A full stomach will
make children less likely to
grab treats until they can
get home and have an adult
inspect them prior to con-
sumption. Any unwrapped
candy or food items should be
discarded. Don't give candy to
pets, and any unwanted candy
will certainly be welcomed at
your nearest fire station!

Tom Kiurski is a Livonia firefighter

Save 20% on a single regular or sale price apparel or fine jewelry item;
or save 15% on a single regular or sale price accessory, footwear,
intimate apparel, ladies’ or men’s outerwear or suit or men’s tailored clothing item.

Some exclusions apply; see below for details.

All food collected will benefit local food banks, pantries or shelters,
helping people right here in our community.

KNOW THE SCORE

check out the numbers in

today's Sllllrls section

Our bus program is back!

Ann Arbor Jackson St. Clair Shores

Bay City Lansing Sterling HMeights

Brighton Livonia Troy

Burten New Baltimore Warren

Clio Pontiac Westland

Flint Roseville Ypsilanti
Saginaw '

For locations and r‘es'ervations
call Blue Lakes Charters & Tours

866-2-ROLLEM (866—276_—5536]

COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE?®

Cannot be used in conjunciion with any other coupon or special offer. Coupon will not be availabie in stores. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Duplicates will not be honored. One coupon per item.
Coupon excludes Yellow Dot Clearance, Incredible Value merchandise, Bonus Buys, Door Busters, Maternity, Columbia apparel, outerwear & accessories, Dana Buchman, Efien Tracy, St. John, Lafayette 148,
Louben, Alex Cannon, Andrew Marc, Joseph Abboud, Lacoste, Spyder, Tommy Bahama, Indigo Palms, Levi's, Ugg, Juicy, Coach, Brahmin, Club Libby Lu, The Sharper Image, Fine Jewsiry Super Values,

Fine Jewelry special event merchandise, Fine Watehes, and afl cosmetics and fragrances. Also excludes selected regdlar price women's, men's and children's apparel, better and designer accessories and shoes
id on Breast Cancer Awareness merchandise, special orders, gift cards or in service departments. Cannet be applied to mail/phene/internet orders or previously purchasad merchandise,
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Cash or candy

Canton dentist J.D. Robison was featured in Thursday's Observer.
He is offering trick or treaters an options this Halioween. His
Robison Dental Group is allowing children to drop off their excess
sweets on Noy. 1 from 3:30-6 p.m. at its Canton Center Road offices
in exchange for $1 per pound. However, his address and contact
information were cut from Thursday's story. Here they are: Robison
Dental Group, 8504 N. Canton Center Road; (734) 453-6320; www.
RobisonDentalGroup.com. All candy must be unopened.

PROBLED
er Talk to The IRS
Rssolntmn Servicegn,f Michig

b
. Eﬁﬁiﬂve Lienleev&es
/ g‘_dit Representatmn

Have your Holiday Party overlookmg
our beautiful golf course in the

3625 Napier » Canton » 734-454-1850

(Nap:er & Ford Rds) www, chkorycreakgolf com *
. OEDE 57

Vasectomy &
Vasectomy Reversals

Board certified Urologists with over
40 years of combined experience

* Needle-less and scalpel-free
techniques available for vasectomy

* State of the art office surgical
facility staffed with registered
nurses ‘

0ver 85% success rate with
microscopic vastectomy reversals

Al - = = e CENTER FOR EYCELLENCE
. Lt
33545 Cherry Hill Road ® Cherry Hill Medical Center
Westland
734.595.1166

08564342

www.alfiliatesinurology.com.

Canton plans a ‘spooktacular’ good time

Canton officials have a cou-
ple events planned this week to.
coincide with Halloween.

On Tuesday, the township
will host the 6th annual Trick
or Treat Parade. The event,
which runs from 3:30-6 p.m.,
will be open to Canton resi-
dents ages 10 and under, who
will get a chance to collect
treats as they make their way
through the Summit on the
Park, located at 46000 Summit
Parkway. Each room on the
Summit’s path is decorated
with a theme and will include

some popular characters for
the kids to meet. Costumed
children can foilow the path

* from room to room filling their
~ bags with surprlses and good-

ies.

There is no admission for the
event, but a suggested donation
of $5 per family will be greatly
appreciated.

The parade will begin at the
Recreation/Facilities entrance
on the west side of the build-
ing. Canton officials tout this
as a safe and fun alternative
to trick-or-treating. Parents

WJLB's Coco inspires
Redford woman

Ebony- Bell of Redford
Township got a chance to
lunch with the woman who

" ingpired her “to be happy with

myself.”

Bell won The Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers and
Buddy's Pizza “Dining With
the Stars” contest featuring
CoCo of WILB-FM.

Bell and her husband, James
Maloy, are the parents of three
children ages 1to 16. A stay-
at-home mom, Bell was treat-
ed to to a limo ride courtesy _
of All Class Transportation
& Limousine Services, make-
over from Beauty Salon by
J. Lyle Lmt, featuring stylist
and makeup artist Christine
Fitzpatrick; $100 gift certifi-
cate to the Reaver Diamond

" Co. in Southfield and a dance

exhibition by the Fred Astaire
Dance Studio of Bloomfield
Hills.

"Coco was so sweet [ feli like
1 had known her for years”
said Bell, who had lunch
with CoCo at the original
Buddy's on Six Mile Road in
Detroit.

Bell was among five finalists
in the August competition.

In her wining entry
Eell wrote about how she
“used every diet known to
man to try and lose weight.
One.day I tried to give up the
diets and give up on life...
until I heard CoCo on the
radio.” ‘

CoCo was talking about how
television and some people
promote diets and thin “even
if it kills us,” wrote Bell. _

Bell suffered a heart attack
in April 2002 - the result of
dieting and stress. She credits

PrymMouTH
500 S. Harvey

CHITST
TO WORK.
WINNER 2007

(734) 453-1200

.CANTON
6355 N. Canton Center

CoCd’s inspiration to be happy.

with who you are as the turn-

.ing point in her life.

“I had never seen Coco in
person before but I started to
see pictures of her and I said -
she looks so happy. I said I
want to be happy too.  want
to live and be happy.

-“I started going to the doc-
tor, found out I had diabetes
and if I didn't lose the weight 1
was going to die.

“I made up in my mind that
I didn’t want to be thinbut I
want to live and take care of
my kids.

“I listen to CoCo in the
morning to start my day...

I just want to thank her for
being a msplratlon to alot of
women.

“To me I am heautiful and
my children Jet me know that
every day,” wrote Bell,

Bell, who weighed more
than 300 pounds has lost 100
pounds.

“I really feel good about
myself thanks a million
Coco.” .
Coco of “The Coco, Foolish
& Mt Chase in the Morning

- Show,” airs weekdays from 6-

10 a.m. on FM98 WJLB.
Buddy’s donated $500
1o the Detroit Recovery -
Project, the charity of Coco’s
choice which supports indi-
viduals in identifying and
resolving barriers to achieving
& healthy and productive drug-
free lifestyle. )
Buddy’s Pizza reviews all
entries for “Dining With The.

_ Stars” and selects the top four

to five “fan” letters. The stars
featured for the month make
the final selection.

are encouraged to bring their

' cameras,

. This is traditionally a very

busy event, so carpooling
with friends and neighbors is
appreciated and encouraged.
Overflow parking will be avaii-
able in the Summit’s east park-
ing lot.

For more information on
the 6th Annual Trick or Treat
Parade, please visit leisure,
canton-mi.org or call {734)
394-5460.

The township's other

Halloween event is for a bit of |

an older audience, as the Senior
Center will host Halloween
Bingo on Wednesday, from -4
p.m. in the Maple/Oak Rooms
of Summit on the Park..Area
seniors are encouraged to
attend in costume. Admission.
is free for those wearing a cos-
tume and just $1 for those who
choose not to dress up.

Prizes will include half of
what was bet in each game.

For more additional informa-
tion on this Halloween event,
contact the Senior Center at
(734) 394-5485.

Ebony Bell of Redford, enjoyed lunch with WJLB's Coco at the original

Buddy’s in Detroit.

Win a chance to dine

The Observer & Eccentric
and Mirror Newspapers are
teaming up with Buddy’s to
present “Dining With the
Stars” featuring Florine Mark
of Weight Watchers. Mark
is known throughout metro
Detroit as a successful busi-
nesswoman and philanthro-
pist.

In 100 words or less, tell us
why you would like to have
lunch or dinner with Florine
Mark at Buddy’s Pizza.

Mark has a “healthy” pizza
named after her on the Buddy’s
menu. It's “The Florine Mark
Pizza” with brick/fat-free
cheese blend, spinach, mush-
rooms, diced tomatoes, garlic
and black olives.

Send your fan letter to
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.

‘with Florine Mark

com and be sure to include
your name, address, daytime
phone number and e-mail
address. .

Deadline to enter the contest
is 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 16.

The winner will be treated
to alimo ride, courtesy of All
Class Transportation, make-
over by Utopia Salon & Spa on
Main Street in Northville (hair
by Sebastian and makeup by
1LSE), a $100 gift certificate
to the Reaver Diamond Co. in
Southfield and a dance exhibi-
tion courtesy of Fred Astaire
Danee Studio in Bloomfield
Hills. No purchase is necessary
to enter. Buddy's Pizza will
review all entries and select the
top “fan” letters. The star fea-
tured for the month makes the
final selection.

' $101 Reasons to Discover
- Community Financial
DISCOVQI‘ Ean,é/nﬁ M(‘a/e. fasier.

FOR

CANTON
47463 Michigan Ave.

Try our WOW service for yourself and
we'll give you $101!
For the second consecutive year, Community Financial has
been named one of the 101 Best & Brightest Companies to
Work for in Metropolitan Detroit. This, and our 96.2% member. -
satisfaction rating tells us we're doing things right. Community
Financial is committed to each and every member and the -
communities we serve.

Open a Community Financial free checking account before
November 30, 2007 and we'll give you up to $101 Cash'!

Call or stop’by an office today!

COMMUNITY
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(877) 937-2328 toll free
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A 23-year-old Canton
woman was robbed at gunpoint
Monday night as she prepared -
to leave her job at Outback
Streakhouse on Ford Road.

The woman reported that
she exited the eatery at around
10:30 p.m. and left her driv-
er's side door open for a few
moments while she placed her
personal belongings on the
passenger-side floor. When she
went to close her door, a man
said “Give me your {expletive)
purse.”

The woman reporied that

. she asked the man “Are you

serious?” and he pointed a

gun at her head and said “Yes,
I'm serious.” The woman then '
handed over her bag and the
man ran about 100 yard east to
a waiting vehicle.

The woman said she heard
another mian yell “What the
(expletive) are you doing?” to
the man who robbed her and
then they drove away. The

COP CALLS

woman then went back inside
the restaurant and police were
called to the scene.

An officer spoke with an
employee of a nearby business
wha recognized the descrip-
tion of the robber and stated
that a woman had been driving

.the two men around. The man

reported that the thréee had

been hanging around his estab-

lishment that day but never
came inside.

The woman, who had cash
and a cell phone inside her bag,
reported that the purse was
valued at $400.

Vandals destroy fence

Vandals have damaged
the fence of homeowners on
thie 40000 block of Hartford
Court.

A township woman, 37, told

police that her husband noticed

their fence had been destroyed
Tuesday.

When an officer arrived
at the home, they noted that
several portions of the wooden
fence were lying on the ground.
The woman also told police
that some of her neighbots had

also experienced some property

damage recently.

Teen draws officer’s
suspicion

An officer’s suspicions of a
17-year-old boy were raised
Monday after the teen made
several trips to the BP Gas
Station located at Ford and
Haggerty roads..

The officer, who had béen

‘watching activity at the station,

first spotted the teen after he
arrived on a bicycle and began
talking to a customer parked in
the fire lane.

Soon afterward, the car
drove away and then boy also
left.

Within 30 minutes, the
boy returned to the station
and began talking to other
customers. The officer then
approached the teenager and
asked his name. The boy iden-
tified himself and said that he
often comes 1o the gas station
for pop and water.

The officer questioned the
store clerk who admitted that
the boy was his “No. 1” cus-
tomer and comes to gas station
six times during his shift. The
employee said the teen “knows
everyone” because he makes it
a point to chat with other cus-
tomers.

Date steals teen's cell
phone

A Dexter man has been
accused of taking a Plymouth

Wayne-Westland wins accounting awards 8 years running

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Wayne-Westland school
board Trustee Steve Becher
couldn’t resist asking Deputy
Superintendent Gary Martin
if he had enough wall space to
hang up two new accounting
awards.

Martin, who head up the
district’s administrative and
business service, didn’t say yes
and he didn’t say no.

“These are for the dlstrlct
Martin said.

The awards were the
Excellence in Financing Award
from the Government Finance
Officers Association and a
Certificate of Excellence from
the Association of School
Business Officials. This is the
eighth consecutive year Wayne-
Westland school district has

received the recognition for its
financial accounting practices.

“It’s the highest recogni-
tion a school district can -
get for financial reporting,”
Superintendent Greg Baracy
said. “It’s one of the most com-
prehensive reporting packages.
T'm proud of what the finance
department has done and
everything Gary brings to the
department.”

Baracy announced the
awards at the school board
meeting Monday evening,

The awards recognize the
work done on the 88-page
Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report. The report
was for 2005-06 and was
judged for correctness and
completeness according to
national standards.

The certificate of excellence
is the highest award school dis-
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dog’s small faces, the township
woman said she’s always taken
lots of photographs and videos
of the dogs and was posting
the material on YouTnbe.com
when she was contacted by a
Worldwide Fido representa-
tive.

“The Web site is new and I
really hope it takes off,” she
said. “It’s such a nice place for
dog lovers.”

Hallie Goldfarb of Dan
Klores Communications
called the Web site a mixture
of American Idol and the
Westminster Dog Show. The
site offers a video of the day,
dog horoscopes, news stories
and dozens of additional video
clips.

In addition to the online
contests, Worldwide Fido has
another component to its site
called Adopt Me. The section
allows shelters to upload vid-
eos of dogs in need of a home.

As prizes for Augustus and
Tiberius winning three con-
tests, Worldwide Fido sent
the Birds three gift packs
including a T-shirt, personal-
ized silver dog tag, collar and
a silver dog bowl inside of a
gold crown. They also received
three gift certificates worth
$50 in “Fido bucks.”

Tve told so many people
about the site,” Donna Bird
said. “I think it's a really great
idea.”

To see Augustus and
Tiberius, log on to www.world-
widefido.com.

tiparks@hometownlife.com | {734) 4592700

This place is
so much dam fun.

COME ON UP TO SAULT STE. MARIE, MICHIGAN! |

OVERNIGHT FUN TRIPS

"« B50 FREE Cash & Tokens!
* Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation
» Free Breakfast Buffat
« $10 in Food Coupons

 Overnight Stay at Kewadin
Casino Hotel

Friday or Saturday

120

per persan

Sunday-Thursday

102

per person

PREMIER PACKAGES

+ §70 FREE Cash & Tokens!
+ Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation
* 2 Free Breakfast Buffets

* $10 in Food Coupons

& .« 2 Nights Stay at Kewadin
Casino Hotel

* 1 Free Dinner Buffet
Friday or Saturday

*201

per person

Sunday-Thursday

172

per person

trict financial operations can
receive from the ASBO. It is
given to distriets that have met
or exceeded the standards for
the program.

The GFOA certificate of
achievement of excellence also
is the highest form of recogni-
tion in the area of governmen-
tal accounting and financial
reporting.

*“This is the highest recogni-
tion a school district can get
for financial reporting,” Baracy
said.

Martin shared the accolades
with members of his depart-
ment, telling the board that
Linda Kempton, the senior
executive director for business
and operations, and executive
secretary Sue Rawson “were
the chief architects of the
financial report.”

“I think the board, the

citizens, parents, students

and staff deserve to have an
accounting $118 million in
spending,” Martin said.

Board members were quick
to offer praise.

“I say congratulations for
eight years,” board Secretary
Martha Pitsenbarger said.
“Yours is a great team.”

Echoing sentiments
expressed in previous years,
Trustee Ed Turner pointed out
that “your department is the
only department I know that
can spend 10 cents and get 15
cents in change.”

Residents can review the
Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report at the school
district’s Web site at WWW.
wwesd.net.

smason@hometownlife.com
(734)953-2112

JOSEPHJ WEISS M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone; (248) 478-7860

injury, or infaction.

axilla or neck.

reprasents a cancer of dangerous clot,

\.

SWOLLEN HANDS

Usually, you assoclate a swollen hand with arthritis, injury or infections, A typical aspect of gout
of the wrist or knuckles is swelling of the back of the hand. In rheumateid arthytis, inflammation of
the tendons of the back of the hand causes the hand to take en & puffy appearance,

When injury is the causs for hand swelling, the incident thet caused the problem is evident, At
times, infection in the hand resuits in swelling. Again, the chain of circunstances is resent and
avident in most instances; the only exception is if you are a dighetic. In this case, it is possible,
though st unlikely, that & seemingly insignificant serateh could fead to a hand Infection,

Howsver, a number of instances of hand swelling cannot be explained ag the result of arthritis,

Most of these cases include the feature that the hand swelling Is palnless and that the swelling
has been present and little changed for months to years, Such features allow your doctor to make a
diagnosis without subjecting you to difficult procedures to confirm the cause. Painless and
prolonged hand swetilng oceurs with venous or lymphatic obstruction in sites of the upper arm,

Bacause the sweling is painless, you are able to use your hand normally, Because the swelling
has remained unchanged over & profonged period, there [s fitthe chance that the ebstruction

Treatment includes use of a sleave fo give the arm and hand firm support, end elsvating the arm
as much as practical to sncourags circutetion from hand to heart,

www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com
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at Meadow Brook Theatre

OCTOBER 10 -

248—377'—3_300 -

Space donated by The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

NOVEMBER 4

WWW.MBTH EATRE.COM

‘harassing her.

‘Wednesday that she and

Woman robbed at qu'npoint outside Outback Steakhouse

told her she could drive to his
house and get the phone. At -
some point in their conversa-
tion, the man became angry
and vulgar.

He later told the woman
he sold her phone and that it
was in Texas.

When Canton police con-
tacted the man, they noted
that he sounded intoxicated
and he later admitted that

Township teen’s cell phone and

The cell phone owner, 2 19-
year-old woman, told police

another woman, alse 19, met
two men at Emagine Theater
in Canton last month and at -
some point the Dexter man,
22, asked to use her phone.
As days passed, the woman
forgot she gave-the man her

phone and thought she had he couldn’t drive to the
mlsplaced it. police station because he was
It wasn’t until she asked ~drunk.

her friend about it did the
woman realize the Dexter
man still had it.

The woman told police she
called her phone Wednesday
and the man answered and

The man told the officer he
had the woman’s phone and

that he would return it to her i
Thursday. ‘

Tiffany. L. Parks

FANTASTICG
SAVINGS!

HAPPY HALLOWEEN

Fresh Ground Beef
GROUND
GHUCK

~ Family Pack

Fresh Skinless Boneless

CHICKEN sls
BREAST -

USDA Boneless

SIRLOIN $ '9
LSTEAK

Lean Tender Boneless

- DELMONICO §'
PORK ROAST

USDA Select Boneless

NY STRIP S
STEAK 2ok

Fresh Ground Bee

GROUND
SIRLOIN

Ground Fresthly

GROUND
TURKEY

From The Deli

CALL ONE OF QUR FRIENDLY REPRESENTATIVES TO RECEIVE BUS SCHEDULES
AND TO ANSWER ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS,

ALL BATES ARE BASED ON DOUBLE DCCUPANCY AND AVAILABILITY, STANDARD ROOM ONLY,
OFFER G00D OCTORER 1, 2007 THROUGH DECEMBER 34, 2007, *NOT ALL SITES OFFER ALL OF THE ABOVE.

NATURAL. EXCITING. DIFFERENT.

@bserver 8%::@1%:
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ark Maze returns to the Village
Theater

The Comedy and Magic of Mark Maze is returning on Saturday, Nov. 3,
2007, to the Village Theater at Cherry Hill. Maze has been performing
his comedy, sleight of hand, and magic illusions for many years and
has been the featured performer at comedy clubs and events around
the country. His shows are high energy and always involve members
of the audience, 50 you pever know what may happen. Mark will aiso
be bringing Vegas style entertainment io the Village Theater with a
few large stage illusions. Be sure o get your tickets early for this
popular show. Tickets are $15 general admission. Doors open at 7:30
“p.m. and the show-starts at 8 p.m. A cash bar will be available. For
tickets and information call (734) 394-5460 or VISIt www.canton-
i, orqlvsilagetheater

Get on the ball,
Read today's

coverage!

Fashion show
helps show
how arts
help heal

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Kay Warnke shared her
story of breast cancer survival,
and told an sudience of some
85 people at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council last

© week how important the art of

creating, sewing and design-
ing has helped her own healing

_ process.

Now the PCAC will offer pro-

- grams to help others find the

game therapy. PCAC executive
director Paula Gangopadhyay
detailed some of the progsams
at the PCAC’s special healing
arts program for breast cancer
survivors and supporters, part
of the center’s observance of
Breast Cancer month.

“Arts have the subtle power
of soothing and healing one’s
minds,” Gangopadhyay said.
“We want to offer the power of

Profile of a Paw Print Inn Guest

Name: Cody
- Favorite Tov: Squeaky frog

Favorite pastive: ‘Chasing cajs

Favorite Houpay
Destination: The Paw Prmt inn

Simply Pawfect
41249 Vincenti Court ¢ Novi, Ml 48375
.+ www.pawprintinn.com

Call 248.615.8500 to schedule your pet's
Holiday boarding, day care, grooming or day boarding.
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Coats for a cure

Patti Perez, Colleen Soenen and Jo Swerc look at the stylish totes created by Kay Wranke at the Breast Cancer
Special Fashion Show and Safe event hosted by the Plymouth Community Arts Council.

Art Self-Expression to Breast
Cancer survivors as part of our
healing Arts program.”

She said PCAC programs
will include a Therapeutic Arts
program for those who want to
explore the combined benefits
of therapy and art. A second
program, Art Self-Expression
will be for those who simply
want to immerse themselves
in various artistic expressions

ing, yoga and sculpture asa
self-healing/relaxation process.
The latter will be a self-paced
program facilitated and taught
by PCAC’s resident artists in a , ; : '
casual setting, she said, Kay Warnke, designer of Coats and Totes for a Cure, shares her personal

As part of Wednesday's pio-  story as a Breast Cancer Survivor at the special "Healmg Arts” event hosted
gram, models displayed coats by the Plymouth Community Arts Council.
designed by Warnke as part of
a fashion show, “Coat and Totes
for a Cure, which showcased
‘Warnke’s elegant and color-
ful jackets with matching tote
bags

“The people had a lot of fun,”
Gangopadhyay said. “They told
me they want more programs
like these.”

For more niformation on

PCAC programs, call (734-)
416-4278.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
{734} 459-2700
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SERVING THE METRO AREA FOR 20 YEARS!

i

OFF EVERYTHING

FOR A NEW COMPLETE KITCHEN OR BATH INCLUDING INSTALLATION!

—ALSO —

'No Payment or Interest
~ for 12 MONTHS! -

Not valld with athe coupons or effers, Excludas previous urders.Expires Novamher 3°, 2007,

YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL NEW KITCHENS & BATHS
Fully licensed and insured + Financing available |
-house manufactured countertops + Our own craftsmen and crews
Guaranteed costs & project schedules
Complete showroom to visualize your project

13245 Newburgh (Just South of 1-96) + Livonia

Call for a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!
(734) 542-1900 or 1-888-7DESIGN

Feutuiing:

s.\c ;

(zE%i{M CPER

SHOWROOM INC.
DuPore
CORIAN
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