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STAFF WRITER

Thousands of Plymouth-
Canton Schools fifth- and
sixth-graders will have
to retake a portion of the
Michigan Educational
Assessment Program writing
test as a result of a Jackson
newspaper reporter being
allowed in a classroom during
testing and reporting informa-
tion about the test.

Director of Secondary
Education Mike Bender said
students who have taken
the test will re-take Part 1A,
Writing from Knowledge and
Experience., Those who have
not yet taken that portion of
the test will wait until the state
issues a new test.

"Twelve of our 16 elementary
schools have already given Part
1A to fifth-graders, while four
of our five middle schools have
administered that portion,"
Bender said.

"According to guidelines
from the Department of
Education, only those that
have the role to assist with the
administration of the test and
students are allowed in the

• room."
Bender noted the district

has a window from Oct. 8-26.
to give the MEAPs, which
includes about eight hours of
testing.

He said the Part 1A generally
takes about 50 minutes for stu-
dents to complete.

According to a Michigan
Department of Education
release, the delay caused by
the breach of information will
result in delays in final MEAP
results.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700
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Jim Tait makes a balloon hat for Hailey Turi. He'll make one for sister Emily Turi, too.

Twists and turns
Balloon artists bring their magic to local eatery

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
. STAFF WRITER

There was impromptu
dancing, high-pitched laugh-
ter and ear-to-ear grinning
— and those were the adults'

The eighth annual Balloons
Around the World event
touched down at Canton
Coney Island Thursday. More
than 50 balloon artists signed
on to be included in the four-
hour project at the Lilley
Road restaurant.

"This is so much fun," said
Cannon Coney Island waitress
Ashley Brimmer, 17, as she
floated around the restaurant
taking orders and talking to
customers.

Ashley, who sported a
multi-colored "bat hat" and
a long, curled black tail,
laughed as she held up both of
her wrists. One was decorated
with an oversized ladybug and
the other was covered with a
pink and green flower.

"I'm wearing this tomorrow
to school," she joked. "We are
all having a great time."

Balloons Around the World,
which was created and is
organized by an Alaskan man,
was set for Oct. 3, but balloon

Nasser Deeb wears a space alien balloon hat. Sister Miriam Deeb looks
like she'd" like a hat, too. , •

artists across the globe are
encouraged to fit it in as time
permits.

Canton resident Jim Tait,
also known as "Jim the
Balloon Man," belongs to the
Michigan Twisters Group and
helped organized the local
project. .

"We all love to see people
smile," he said as his expe-
rienced fingers twisted a
group of balloons into a hat.
"I started doing this as a teen-
ager and I've been doing it
ever since."

Please see BALLOONS, A3
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Kelly Campbefl-Baumgartner, 46, sits in 35th District Court Friday with
husband William Baumgartner, 86.

More charges
dropped against

case
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

• . STAFF WRITER

• The stateiias~takeri anoth-
er hit in its case against the
Canton woman accused of
stabbing her husBand with a
utensil inside Max & Erma's
earlier this year.

The domestic violence
charge^agajnst Kelly;
Campbell-Baumgartner, 46,.
has been dropped and now
only two charges remain
against her.

Campbell-Baumgartner
Was in 35th District Court
Friday morning for a prelimi-
nary hearing, but the pros-
ecutor in the case,
Luke Skywalker, asked
Judge Mike Gerou to post-
pone the proceedings since
he had just been assigned the
ease.

Gerou, who was reluc-
tant to adjourn the hearing,
agreed to combine the pretri-
al exam with a trial manage-
ment conference on Oct. 29-

Accused of injuring
her 86-year-old husband,
William Baumgartner', dur-
ing an argument on April 22,

Campbell-
Baumgartner

Campbell-
Baumgartner
was initially
chargedwith
felonious
assault,
domestic vio-
lence, assault
and battery

and drunk
and disorderly
conduct.

The felonious assault
and domestic violence
charges have since been dis-
missed..

Upon their entrance to
court together, Campbell-
Baumgartner softly touched
her husband's arm to motion
him to sit. Baumgartner, a
former longtime Plymouth
resident, previously testified
that his wife didn't hurt him
at the restaurant, but did
admit that she had hit him '
earlier that day.. ,

Last year, the Canton
woman pleaded guilty to
stabbing her mother with a
fork.

tlparks@hometownlife.com
(734)459-2700

Judge keeps Poole's statements in evidence
BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

A judge has denied a motion to suppress
statements that Carol Poole made to police after
the death of her 2-year-old foster daughter.

Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Ulysses
W. Boykin has disagreed with Poole's claim that
she was too emotionally distraught at the time
of questioning to give a voluntary statement.

The 42-year-old Canton woman will stand
trial Jan. 7- She is charged with felony mur-
der, first-degree child abuse and involuntary
manslaughter in the September 2006 death of
Allison Newman.

In the hours after the child was rushed to the

hospital, Poole allegedly told
police that Allison had bumped
her head in bed, fell in a bath-
tub and fell from a vanity. Her
final story was that the child
accidentally fell over a second-
story balcony during a game of
"whirlybird." : .

Her attorney, Mark Satawa,
attempted to convince the court that Poole was
in no condition to make a statement to police
because in addition to dealing with Allison's
injuries, her father was dying and she hadn't
slept much.

tlparksthometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700
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Rock Royalty
Brandon Verdi and Rachel Castro
are the 2007 Salem High School
Homecoming king and queen. The
halftime ceremony capped off a
week of festivities. ,
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Corrections
• Plymouth's lone goal in its

1-1 tie with Livonia Churchill
on Wednesday, Oct. 3, was
scored on a header by Dany
Jasewicz that was assisted by
Colin Rqlfe.

The story in Sunday's
Observer mistakenly described
it as an own goal.

• The editorial in Sunday's
Observer should have pointed
out the difference between
the basic bids from superin-
tendent iS^&dfrtbtgpSJiras some
$2,500. ^ > * ^ j ^

Giving Hope Women's
Giving Circle

"It takes more than an
Apple a Day" wilt be the
subject of a talk by Rosanna
DeGrood, MD, medical
director, of St. Joseph Mercy
Health System's Women's
Health Program at the annu-
al meeting of Giving Hope,
Women's Giving Circle on
Tuesday, Oct. 16, at
6:30 p.m. at thePenn
Theater in downtown
Plymouth.

All women in the'
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Plymouth and Canton com-
munities are welcome to
attend.

Ticket price is $10 and
can be paid at the door. A
reception and short busi-
ness meeting will precede
DeGrood's talk.

Giving Hope is a new
philanthropic organization
of local women who believe
that together they can make
a meaningful impact on the
lives of women and families
in need through pooling
their charitable dollars for
grants.

For more information
about the giving circle or
the annual meeting, con-
tact the Canton Community
Foundation at (734) 495-
1200 or e-mail lwadington@
cantonfoundation.org.

Holiday travel tips/hot
spots

The public is invited to a
discussion on Holiday Travel
Tips and 2008 Travel Hotspots
as the Canton Newcomers
hosts AAA Travel of Canton
at its monthly meeting at 7=15
p.m., Nov. 7, at the Sunflower
Clubhouse (45800 Hanford,
west of Canton Center — set
back off the road.

In addition, enjoy refresh-
ments from the newest Cherry
Hill Village-based business
,Honey, What's for Dinner?,
and Back Home Bakery, learn
about the 2O-plus monthly
activities the group hosts, and
enter a raffle to benefit a local
charity.

For a complimentary
November newsletter of this
2006 Community Supporter
award-winning club, visit
cantonnewcomers.org or call
Donna at (734) 398-6487
before the meeting.

Just a reminder, you don't
have to be "new" to be a
Newcomer.

All day Anime
The Canton Public Library

and the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill invite you to spend
a whole day watching Anime
on the big screen on Sunday,
Oct. 21. A wristband will let
you select which episodes/films
you would like to watch or
you can even stick around and
watch them all from 1:30-9
p.m. A dinner break is sched-
uled from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and
concessions will be available in
the lobby during the screening.
Prizes will also be raffled off
throughout the event.

Although Anime can be
described as a style of ani-
mation developed in Japan,
characterized by stylized col-
orful art that often includes
adult themes, the films in this
showing have a PG or PG-13
rating. All day wristbands are
$15 or $10 if you present your
Canton Public Library card
when purchasing tickets. This
day of Anime is brought to you
by the Canton Public Library,
Partnership for the Arts and
Humanities arid Canton
Leisure Services.

the Oct. 21 Anime schedule
includes:

• 1:30-2:30 p.m,: Bleach
(Episodes 1-3)

• 2:35-4:15 p.m.: Inuyasha
Movie: Affections Touching
Across Time

• 4:20-5:20 p.m.: Prince of
Tennis (Episodes 1-3)

• 5:20-6:30 p.m.: Dinner
Break

• 6:35-7:15 p.m.: FullMoon
O Sagashite (Episodes 1-2)

• 7:20-8:55 p.m.: Naruto the
Movie: Ninja Clash in the Land
of Snow

For more information and
to order tickets for this spe-
cial screening at the Village
Theater, located at 50400
Cherry Hill Road, visit www.
canton-mi.org/villagetheater

Competing for the crown
The 10 participants for the first Plymouth-Canton Junior Miss Scholarship
Program are local high school seniors (back row from left) Melissa Klusek
(Salem High School), Lauracindy Plague (John Glen High School), Katherine
Lu (Canton High School), Erin Wheeler (Ladywood High School), Alyssa
Coligado (Ladywood). fn the front row from left are Megan Vish (Divine
Child High School), Erica Straub (Ladywood), Whitney Askew (Plymouth
High School), Meaghan Priebe (Plymouth High School) and Amanda Schimm
(Canton High School). The girls will be evaluated and receive scholarships,
in scholastics, interview, fitness and self expression. An overall winner
will be chosen as Plymouth-Canton's Junior Miss and then represent the
communities at Michigan's Junior Miss competition in Ann Arbor in-March.
The Plymouth-Canton program will be at 6 p.m., Nov. 10 at Discovery Middle
School in Canton. Tickets for the program are $10. For more information,
contact Marissa Sarnecky at (313) 215-3512.

TAX PROBLEMS?
Never Talk to The IR& —

e Tax Resolution Services of Michiga

7/i' *""'
Offer in Compromise
P^alty Abatement
Wfe Old Returns
Installment Payments

1 Remove Liens/Levies
1 Audit Representation
1 Innocent Spouse Relief

Call (248) 985 <
for a FREE consultation

Tax Resolution Services
, . , of Michigan i

an Society oflRSProblem SolmX

or call (734) 394-5460.

Farmer's market
Time is running.out for

area residents to enjoy all the
best of this season's harvest
at Canton's Farmers Market.
The last two markets are
scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 14
and 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Bartlett-Travis House,
located at 500 N. Ridge Road
in Cherry Hill Village.

Fresh fruits, vegetables,
flowers and specialty prod-
ucts from area vendors will be
available.

Be sure to stop by and check
out these participating ven-
dors on Oct. 14: Boblin Honey;
Paluch Farms; DL Creations;
Parran's Greenhouse and
Farm; Pam's Stained Glass
and Jewelry; The Bartz's Wood
Working; Cherry Hill Perk;
Jeans Fused Glass Art; Helen's
Walnuts and Crafts; Ammie's
Unbeadable Beads; The Black
Forrest; 10,000 Villages;
Sweet Heat Salsa; Springbrook
Gardens; 2 Chicks and a
Bucket Halloween Bags;

Rich's Pen and Ink Works.
Market patrons can enjoy the
entertaining sounds of the
Barbershop Quartet, provided
by Canton Leisure Services.

On Oct. 21 all of the above
vendors will be on hand,
in addition to Dave's Wood
Art and De"cor and Heart to
Heart Aromatherapy Candles
and Soaps. Enjoy the magic
of Magician Eugene Clark,
provided by Canton Leisure
Services.

During these last two
Farmers Markets, Arts and
Crafts for Kids will be pro-
vided by Camp Canton and
docent-led tours of the histori-
cal Bartlett-Travis House and
the Cady-Boyer Barn will also
be available.

There is no admission fee to
attend. Farmers who are inter-
ested in participating in next
year's market should contact
the Market Master at (734)
394-5323.

For more information on
Canton's Farmers Market, visit
www.canton-mi.org or call
(734) 394-5460.
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IHA is much more than a tightly integrated network of health
professionals known for personalized family care. '

We're also "advocates" for our patients - we're very good at
helping patients navigate their way to the best healthcare
possible. We understand that sometimes your choices and
options can be confusing, that's why we're here to help.

Family Care or Pediatrics? Obstetrics and Gynecology or
Internal Medicine? Comprehensive Skin Care or Clinical
Research? Radiology or Pharmacy? Our comprehensive
network includes all the practices and services you and your
family could possibly need to stay healthy and happy. Maybe
that's why referrals from delighted patients account for the
majority of new IHA patients.

Looking for Southeast Michigan's very best family healthcare?
Congratulations, you just found it.
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Satellite dish leads
to neighbor dispute

Got Game?
Yep, got scores, too.

A Canton woman has accused
her neighbor of trespassing on
and altering her property.

The 50-year-old Canton
woman reported to police
Tuesday that her neighbor, a
35-year-old man, installed his
satellite dish on her property two
weeks ago.

The woman, who lives on the
3900 block of Ravensfleld, also
said the man recently trimmed
one of her bushes in order to get a
better reception for his dish. The
woman filed the report because
she said her homeowner's asso-
ciation required it in order to take
action.

Teens ticketed for curfew
violation

A Canton officer ticketed two
teens during the early morning
hours of Oct. 6 after they were
spotted walking in the Glengarry
Boulevard and Lothrup Court
area.

The two, a 16-year-old
Plymouth Township girl and a
17-year-old Canton boy, were
stopped at around 2:30 a,m.

The officer reported that the
girl seemed reluctant to answer
when he asked if her parents
knew her whereabouts. He then
asked her to call them on her cell
phone but no one answered her
call. The officer asked dispatch
services to call her home as well.

The officer asked the boy if
his parents were home and he
said yes but then asked why they
had been stopped. The officer
responded that the girl was in
violation of curfew and that he
was contributing to it.

When dispatch failed to make
contact with the girl's parents,
the officer considered taking the
two to the boy's nearby home
until her parents were reached.
In order to transport them in his
vehicle, the officer told the teens
he would have to pat them down.

At that point, the boy began
to dodge the officer and shouted
that he knew his rights. For his
own safety, the officer reported
that he handcuffed the boy and
told him he was under arrest for
contributing to the delinquency
of a minor and being a minor
in possession of alcohol by con-
sumption. He noted that the boy,
who was then allowed to call
his father, had glassy eyes and
smelled of liquor.

After the officer ticketed the
girl for curfew violation, another
officer arrived to take her home.
Soon afterward, the boy's father
arrived and asked if he could take
his son home and assured the
officer he would calm down.

The officer attempted to per-
form a sobriety test on the boy
but reported that he refused to
cooperate. After ticketing him,
the officer turned him over to his
father.

100 DVDs stolen from car
Athief stole 1OO DVDs

from a car on the 11OO block of
Wildwood early Tuesday morn-
ing.

The items were valued at
$2,000.

There was no damage to the
vehicle and there are no suspects.

Rock smashes windshield
It may have been built Ford

tough but it wasn't rock proof.
A 47-year-old Canton man has

reported that someone shattered
his driver's side window of his
Ford F-150 with a rock. The man,
who lives on the 200 block of
Buckingham, also said there was
damage to his windshield.

The stone was found lying on
the passenger side seat. The dam-
age is estimated at $600. There

FROM PAGE A1

In between munching on
pitas, coneys, salads and nach-
os, the artists would often dive
into their large wheeled cases
for materials and within a few
twists and turns of their wrists
would create hearts, crowns,
ghosts and animals.
• "Not only is this fun for the
kids, this is fun for me, too,"
said Canton resident Linda
Henderson as she waited for
a balloon artist to make her a
pumpkin. "We were just here to
eat but having this kind of stuff
is nice."

are no suspects.

Woman busted for fake
checks

After recently passing off more
than half a dozen bad checks
at Meijer, a 47-year-old Detroit
woman attempted to swindle the
retailer again and was arrested.

The woman, who carried a
fake driver's license to accom-
pany her fraudulent checks, tried
to buy $181 worth of merchandise
Tuesday, but the cashier ringing
her up recognized the name on
the check as one from the store's
"watch list."

Rather than completing the
transaction, the woman called
her manager who then called
loss prevention officials. While
the calls were being made, the
woman tried to dodge the situ-
ation by offering to pay cash for
the items if there was "a problem."

After loss prevention deter-
mined that this was the same
person that had recently written
seven other bad checks, they
apprehended her and called
Canton police. When a township
officer arrived at the Ford Road

store, he noted that the hand-
writing on the most recent check
appeared to match a fraudulent
check written on Oct. 2 for $211.

The officer was then shown a
list of bad checks that a woman
under the same name had recent-
ly used at store. Among them:
$45 and $277 on Sept. 15, $166
and $224 on Sept. 22 and $112
and $178 on Sept. 24.

After her arrest, the woman
admitted that she wasn't the per-
son listed on the checks.

Wood pallets stolen
Nearly $200 in equipment

was stolen from a business on the
42000 block of Executive Drive
last weekend.

An employee of the company
reported Monday that someone
had entered a locked, gated area
and that about 30 wood pallets
were missing.

The man, who told officers that
he had the only key to the lock,
valued the materials at $6 each.
He also reported that the thief
didn't bother touching the wood
pallets that were placed near the
dumpsters and were free for the
taking.

HIDALGO
TRUNK SHOW

Northville: October 12-15
Garden City: October 17-20

Mix & match, stackable rings &
bracelets in enamel and 18K white
or yellow gold. See the newest
collections from this award-winning
designer!

Come into the store and register
to win a $250 gift certificate
toward Hidalgo jewelry!

E R S
N O R T H V I L L E

101 East Main Street at Center
248.349.6940

G A R D E N C I T Y
29317 Ford Road at Middlebelt

734.422.7030
www.orinjewelers.com
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Search begins with public input Walker-Winter
Firm schedules
forums to hear

suggestions
BY TONY BRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

The Salem High School caf-
eteria will be the setting for
two, hour-long community
forums designed to help the
Plymouth-Canton Schools
Board of Education create the
job description for a new super-
intendent.

The search firm Hazard,
Young, Attea & Associates
will administer the two
forums, scheduled for 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 24 and
Thursday, Oct. 25. The infor-
mation will lead to selection
of a candidate to replace Jim
Ryan, who will resign Feb. 28.

"This is an open process and
we hope the community will

Board of Trustees to
meet

The Canton Board of
Trustees will meet for a study
session at 7 p.m. on Oct. 16 at
the Canton Administration
Building, located at 1150 S.
Canton Center Road.

There are two items on the
agenda. The first is a discus-
sion about implementing a
single stream recycling pilot
program. Paul Denski, Jr., of

WHAT THEY'LL ASK
Here's a sample of what the
search firm will ask:
• What do you consider to be
the two or three most significant
strengths of the district?
M What do you consider the two
or three most important chal-
lenges facing the district?
• Two or three characteristics
you'd like to see in a new super-
intendent.

take this opportunity to give
us their thoughts on the type
of individual they want to lead
our district," said P-CCS Board
President Judy Mardigian.
"This is a very important step
in the selection process, and
we want to hear from as many
people as possible.

"In fact, if there are other
groups that wish to participate,
we will be happy to schedule
a special forum for them," she
said. "Those interested should

contact the community rela-
tions department or contact
the Board via the district Web
site."

The Board of Education has
also identified more than two
dozen community and internal
school district groups that have
been invited to forums with the
search firm this month. The
list includes students, teach-
ers, parents, administrators,
community leaders and a vari-
ety of other groups from the
Plymouth and Canton area.

Those attending the com-
munity forums are asked to
complete a leadership profile
assessment form beforehand
and bring it to the meeting.
Those who are unable to attend
also can share their opinions
with the Board by completing
the form, which is available on
the district's Web site at www.
pccs.kl2.mi.us.

The seven members of the
Board of Education began giv-
ing their assessments this week
in individual meetings with

ON THE AGENDA

Canton Waste Recycling, will
make abrief presentation.
Canton Waste Recycling will
initiate a pilot Single Stream
Recycling Program in select
Canton neighborhoods begin-
ning in November, in order
to determine if the program
will be feasible in Canton.
The goal of the program will
be to increase the number of
items that can be recycled and
increase overall participation
in the township's recycling pro-

gram.
The other item to be dis-

cussed will be water con-
tract negotiations with the
Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department. Rick Eva, the
township's finance and budget
director, will make a presenta-
tion.

Over the past three and a
half years a group of suburban
customer service representa-
tives has been working out the
details of a "model contract"

Roger Garvelink, senior con-
sultant with HYA.

"Giving us the strengths of
the district and its challenges
is helpful to us as we market
the district and recruit candi-
dates," said Garvelink. "The
more responses we get the bet-
ter because we feel the more
people who become involved in
the process the more accurate
description we'll have of the
challenges and the kind of per-
son they need."

Garvelink said strengths
of the district given by some
school board members include
the quality of staff, parent
involvement, the high achieve-
ment of students and the qual-
ity of the district's facilities.

Among the challenges are
state funding* the rising cost
of doing business, attracting
and retaining quality staff and
community understanding of
the cost of a quality education.

tbruscato@fiometownlife.com
(734)459-2700

for water service between the
86 suburban customers and
DWSD. The purpose of the new
contract is two-fold. This pre-
sentation will update the board
on the status of the model con-
tract negotiations and to solicit
input from the board on issues
and concerns prior to com-
mencing formal negotiations
later in October.

, For more information about
the meeting, call (734) 394-
5260.

numbers up, while
district sees decrease

Fertilizer should be used sparingly in October
In an effort to help protect

water resources, Canton offi-
cials are urging residents to use
fertilizer sparingly and caring-
ly during the month of October.

Excess fertilizer that washes
from lawns into storm drains
contains chemicals that are
harmful to water resources.
With 1.5 million homes in
southeast Michigan, all resi-
dents need to be aware of the
cumulative effects of lawn care
practices. You can help keep
water resources safe by follow-
ing these simple tips:

• Sweep it: Fertilizer and
grass clippings left on side-
walks and driveways wash into
storm drains. Sweeping fertil-
izer and grass clippings back
onto the lawn helps protect
lakes and streams.

• Hire smart: Select a lawn
service that uses organic fertil-
izers or offers a slow-release
nitrogen, low or no phosphorus
option. You may also need to
request a soil test to ensure the
right amount is applied.

• Don't guess, soil test: A
soil test will tell you what, if

any, fertilizer is needed in your
yard. Cpntact your Michigan
State University Extension
county office for more informa-
tion.

• Buy low: Choose a fertil-
izer with low or no phosphorus.
Most lawns already contain
enough phosphorus and excess
phosphorus can cause algae
blooms in lakes.

• Go slow: Select an organic
or slow-release fertilizer. A
slow-release fertilizer is one
with at least half of the nitro-
gen in "water insoluble" form.

Slow-release fertilizers provide
a steady supply of plant nutri-
ents over an extended period
oftime.

• Mow high: Make your
lawn cheaper and easier to
maintain by mowing high -
- three inches is the rule. Tall
grass promotes root growth
and shades out weeds. Let
grass clippings fall back on the
lawn.

Clippings recycle nutrients
back into the soil, so fertilizer
needs can be reduced by 25
percent or more.

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Although student num-
bers are down in the Wayne-
Westland school district,
Walker-Winter Elementary
School has 45 more students
over last year. The Michigan
Blue Ribbon school is located in
Canton on Michigan Avenue.

The district is in the process
of auditing figures from the
annual student count done
Sept. 26. It's one of two counts
done each year to yield a blend-
ed enrollment — 75 percent of
the September count and 25 ,
percent of a count in February
are used — for state school aid
purposes.

According to Wayne-
Westland Supt. Greg Baracy,
the school district has experi-
enced a loss of 200 students
since the 2006-07 school year
and there is "no rhyme or rea-
son" to it. Some schools in the
district have seen enrollment
increase, while others have seen
their numbers drop.

Baracy believes the big reason
for the drop is the loss of jobs
that has swept across the state
of Michigan, which is now hav- .
ing an impact on public schools.

"The economy has definitely
hurt us," Baracy said. "We know
a number of families have left
the state for other jobs. This is
a sign of the crisis this state is
facing."

Elementary schools like
Walker-Winter, Wildwood and
P.D. Graham had increases.
Walker-Winter had 45 more
students, while Wildwood
had an increase of 50 and P.D.
Graham 53.

But across town at the dis-
trict's other blue ribbon school,
Edison Elementary, enrollment
dropped by 34 students.

Stevenson Middle School
picked up an additional 60
students and Adams Middle
School also saw an increase;
however, Marshall Middle
School lost 12 students, Baracy
said.

The biggest disappoint was
in the kindergarten enrollment. s
Last year, the district had its
highest enrollment —1,100
youngsters — in years due in
part to a pilot all-day kinder-
garten program it rolled out
at four elementaries. But even
with an expanded all-day pro-
gram, the district saw the kin-
dergarten enrollment drop by
100 students.

"We're really disappointed
in the drop in kindergarten
enrollment. Those are the stu-
dents who stay with you year
after year," Baracy said. "It also
reflects the fact that young fam-
ilies are leaving the state."

The district did pick up more
than 50 students through its
schools of choice program, but
that increase had already been
factored into the enrollment
projection.

"What we've seen is a lot
•of families going south to
Tennessee and anumber of par-
ents with children have moved
in with relatives," Baracy said.
"We also had a number of folks
going to North Carolina and
South Carolina. Apparently,
there are areas there that are
booming."

Wayne-Westland isn't the
only district to lose students.
Baracy said he has talked to at
least a dozen superintendents
in the past two weeks "and to
the one, their projections are
down."

"Even those districts pro-
jecting growth have not met
their projections, not one dis-
trict has had an increase or
exceeded projections," he added.
"Everyone is saying similar
things, that families are moving
out of state to where the jobs
are."

Early projections in
Plymouth-Canton, however,
show a modest increase of about
200 student. District officials
are still waiting pn numbers
for Starkweather Educational
Center.

smason@fiometownlife.com | (734) 953-2112 •

851 S. Main Street
Plymouth

faff f
734-354-0020
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Dr. Adam Mashike

Convenient,
affordable

payment plans
available

Hours
M, W, TH

8:30-10:00 & 11:00-12:00
3:00-4:00 & 5:00-7:00

TUES
5:00-6:00

Workshop 6:00-6:45
Closed FRI & SAT

I am 45 years old and have dealt with
back and knee pain much of the last
twenty years. Doctors have told me that
have arthritis in my knee; others have told
me that I have a back that is susceptible
to injury and that I shouldn't run or play
Softball.

Three times over the East twenty years I
have been laid up for 7-10 days due to
excruciating back pain. Each time 1 found
a different way to aggravate my lower
back to the point I couldn't even walk.

I was referred to Dr. Adam by a dear friend November "06.1 soon
learned that Doc's approach was distinctly different from
anything I had experienced. He began first by educating me
about the cause/effect of subluxation and the importance of
having all the pieces and parts in alignment.

I learned that there is this internal "tug of war" between my spine
with all its bad habits and the adjustments I received from Doc. I
finally got it - this is why I needed to commit to a plan that
required multiple visits. It would take time to convince my spine
that there is a healthier way to live.

This past August I completed my first triathlon and in October, I
look forward to running my first half-marathon. Thanks Doc. I
couldn't have done this without you.

-Kevin M. Nast
vr

Visit us for a
Free Posture & Stress Test
On October 20th 1-4 PM at

Sleep Doctor Mattress Store
39946 Ford Road, Canton

•CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT WITH
DR. MASHIKE. YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION IS FREE

We accept; Trinity Health • United Health • Blue Cross • AETNA • PPOM • MCare
• Humana • Blue Care Network • Cigna • GreatWest
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Family member is better suited to be a trustee
Dear Rick: Is it proper and
safe to have your business
attorney also be the trustee
of your revocable trust
or would it be better to
have two of my children
be trustees (there are four
children)? My big concern is
the cost involved.

I am not a fan of using pro-
fessional trustees for livings
trusts whether they are attor-
neys, CPAs or banks. I think
in the great majority of situa-
tions, family members are bet-
ter suited to handle the duties
of trustee.

It is important to under-
stand what a trustee does. A
trustee is in charge of manag-
ing the trust. In many living
trusts, the sole duty of the
trustee is to accumulate assets
and then to distribute those
assets immediately upon
death.

In other situations, as
opposed to distributing the
money upon death, it is dis-

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

tributed over
a period of
time so the
trustee would
be in charge
of investing
money and
accounting
for it.

In some
trusts, the
trustee makes
decisions as to

whether the beneficiary can
have access to their money at
different points in time. It's
not unusual for a trust to have
a grandchild as a beneficiary
and that grandchild would not
be entitled to receive manda-
tory distributions until they
are 30 years of age. Before that
time, the trustee has the dis-
cretion for distributions and is
responsible for managing the
money on an ongoing basis.

In cases such as these, I gen-
erally prefer the trustee being
someone who knows my values

and who would make decisions
not purely based upon dollars
and cents, but rather what 1
would want done if I were still
around. Obviously, a profes-
sional trustee does not have
that insight and would make
decisions based upon the strict
interpretation of the trust.

I recognize where there
is ongoing management
involved, someone in your
family may not have the nec-
essary skills to perform some
of the functions required of a
trustee. However, to me that
is not the issue. The real issue
is who has control of the trust.
As far as I am concerned, a
trustee doesn't necessarily
have to have the knowledge to
perform all the duties because
they can hire professionals to
assist them.

In addition, by having a
family member involved as
opposed to a professional
trustee, there is no doubt there
would be some control over

fees. Unfortunately, many of
the fees charged by attorneys
and financial institutions are
outrageous and there is very
little that a beneficiary can do
because, after all, they're not
in charge of the trust.

I am not saying there is
never a time and place for pro-
fessional trustees. However, I
believe those situations are few
and far between. Where there
are difficulties within the
family, sometimes a profes-
sional trustee can be a benefit.
However, in most situations I
would name a family member
and let them hire the expertise
needed.

In your situation at hand,
why only name two children as
successor trustees? After all,
let's never forget the main pur-
pose of a good estate plan is
to promote family harmony. If
assets are distributed equally
to children upon death, hav-
ing them all involved tends to
limit disagreements. If only

Fieger latest 'Dining
With Stars'

The Observer & Eccentric
and Mirror Newspapers are
teaming up with Buddy's to
present "Dining With the
Stars" featuring Southfield
attorney Geoffrey Fieger.

Fieger is one of the most suc-
cessful and controversial trial
attorneys in the country.

According to his Web site,
Fieger has won more multi-
million-dollar awards than
any other attorney in the
country. A few of his most
well-known trials include the
defense of Dr. Jack Kevorkian,
the Jenny Jones Show trial,
and the defense of Nathanial
Abraham, the youngest person
ever tried for murder as an
adult in the state of Michigan.

Fieger has won record
awards in Michigan, Florida,
Pennsylvania and Indiana, and
many of his trials have gener-
ated national attention and set
legal precedents.

In 100 words or less, tell us
why you'd like to have lunch or
dinner with Geoffrey Fieger at
Buddy's Pizza.

Send your fan letter to
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.
com and be sure to include
your name, address, daytime
phone number and e-mail
address.

Deadline to enter the contest
is 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 15.

A photograph of you and
Fieger will be published in
the Observer f$ Eccentric and
Mirror Newspapers and online
at www.hometownlife.com.

"We want our winners to
dine with their favorite stars
and feel like a star, too," said
Marcy Brontman of Buddy's
Pizza.

The winner will be treated
to a limo ride, courtesy of
All Class Transportation &
Limousine Services; a make-
over from Beauty Salon by
J.Lyle Ltd. featuring stylist
and makeup artist Christine
Fitzpatrick; a $100 gift
certificate to the Reaver
Diamond Co. in Southfield;
and a dance exhibition cour-
tesy of Fred Astaire Dance
Studio in Bloomfield Hills.

Other upcoming "Dining
With the Stars" will feature
Florine Mark of Weight
Watchers, health and fitness
guru and O&E columnist
Peter Nielsen, Ruth Spencer of
WDIV's "Ruth to the Rescue"
and Trudi Daniels of WRIF-

• Affordable Pricing
• 0% Financing Available
• Extended Warranties
•Quality Installation

(734)525-1930

Our 33rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA

{WANTED
/ HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

- Ene Men Root'ng
i

Fieger

FM.
No purchase is neces

to enter. Buddy's Pizza
review all entries and s
the top four "fan" lette:

The stars featured fc
month will make the fi
selection. Lunch and/o
date is to be determine
the winner and star by
representatives.

I
I Eric VlPtal Roofing S>stem

• • * • *

Don t miss this opportunity to save1

1-800-952-3743
www Er'eMetalRoofs com
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Brain Attack!
VCM1 / fcatmcn: for Stroke
Saturday, November 3,2007
8-30 am - 12:30 p.m.

1 i - i* tftute Auditorium
» rq Hospital

--. * . - - 11

SAINT

JOSEPH
MERCY

HEALTH SYSTEM
A MEMBER OF TRINITY HEALTH

• * *

'«"•#! *

#w

•

This FREE event is for anyone interested
in learning about the risk factors,

diagnosis and management of stroke.

COME LEARN ABOUT

Stroke Overview
Medical Management

Percutaneous and Surgical Treatments
Stroke Rehabilitation

Town Hall Discussion

SPEAKERS
akers are associated with St Joseph Mercy Hospital

and Michigan Heart & Vascuiar Institute

Kimberly Gray, RIM, MSN, CN,
Brian Halloran.MD, Susan Hickenbottom.MD,
Michael Sarosi, MD and David Steinberg, MD

REGISTRATION
REQUIRED

Register online at www.mhvi.org
or call 800-231-2211

Continental breakfast provided

REMARKABLE MEDICINE.
REMARKABLE CARE.

A

two of the children are succes-
sor trustees, the others may
feel slighted.

If you are going to engage
the services of a professional
trustee, it is important to
understand the fee structure
before you name them in your
trust document. In addition,
a provision you may wish to
consider is allowing the ben-
eficiaries in certain situations
to fire the professional trustee
and higher a new one. This
would allow the beneficiaries
to have some power and to be
able to keep a check and bal-
ance system over the profes-
sional trustee.

In addition, if you name a
bank, it may not be around
at your demise. We have seen
many bank mergers over the
last number of years and I
have no doubt we will see more
in the future. Therefore, your
trust document should address
this issue.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer S Eccentric readers.
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. -
You can hear Rick from noon.to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

(• OPEN
MON.-OT.

SUN.Hike's
Maiibeitjpllaee "
38000 Ann Arbor Rd Your Meat & Deli # V
Livonia / " \ . Supermarket rev*
|T34| 464.0330 [ ' > ^ O L L W . —* * • *
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Mike's Marketplace
FANTASTIC
SAVINGS!

, Sale Starts Monday Oct. 15th - 21st
•V!

USDA Tender

TR0NE $B!
3•>• S T E A K S,4

Jf PORTERHOUSE STEAKS *6.29
Ib.

Fresh Grade A

. CHICKEN LEG C f lC
* 'QUARTERS 0 9Ib-

10 Lb Bag'6.90

Fresh Ground Beef

GROUND $ |99
'lb.

BUTTERFLY $ O 8 9
PORK CHOPS C •

Fresh Skinless Boneless

CHICKEN $19!
BREAST«I
Fresh Ground Beef

GROUND $i
SIRL0IN»

Boneless Tender

• - • S DELMONICO $ 0 7 9
PORK ROAST fi ib.

USDA Boneless

SIRL0I
TIP ROAST-SI_RkQIJl$p9!

Our Own Thick Sliced

LEAH COUNTER $ Q 3 9
Pack'

From The Deli
:!*?&.. Fresh Sliced

KRAKUS C
IMPORTED "

HAM
Check out website for additional specials! Mikes-maiketplaeexom
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Michigan Professional Women's Network

"No Woman Should Be An Island Alone; Let MPWN Be Your Bridge"
Your Network Helping you Gain New Contacts and Build Business Relationships

MICHIGAN PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S NETWORK
HOSTS ITS 15th ANNUAL EXPO

Get Your Body and Business in Shape Expo • Showcasing Area Businesses

In the Lush Atrium of 2000 Town Center • Southfield
Northwestern Highway at Evergreen

Imagine your business
being showcased in the
lavish atrium of the
Southfield Town Center.
Over 90 business and
professional
organizations will be
gathering for this
stimulating event.

Last year, over
300 people attended,
networking with exhibitors, developing business contacts, learning new,
innovative health and business solutions, in an exciting venue with
wonderful music and food.

Sounds like a great idea?
Go to www.MPWN.org and register for this delightful

opportunity to showcase your business!
The cost is only $150 since MPWN is a non-profit organization,

dedicated to networking and run entirely by volunteers.

Where else can you meet $00 business people on a Thursday afternoon?
Questions? Please e-mail MPWN44@aol.com.

Expo Admission Is FREE • All Are Welcome

Contact Information: Diane Buffalin, Ph. D., Executive Director
Michigan Professional Women's Network

MPWN44@aol.com • www.MPWN.org • (248) 559-3359

Advertising Space Provided By The
Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers

Generations
of drivers have saved

on car insurance.

Find us at these
convenient locations:
2017 N Canton Center Rd 1472 Sheldon Rd

Canton Ml 48187 Plymouth, Ml 48170

734 8*4-0146 '734)451-4501

41804 Ford Rd
Canton, Mi 48187
1734)981-5100

ACCELERATING U.

Exhibition features work
of talented artists

The Canton Fine Arts. 15th
Annual Exhibition will be on
display until Oct. 28 at the
Village Theater.

The exhibition includes
all media, such as paintings,
sculptures, and wall-hangings.

One of the goals of this year's
exhibit is to bring quality art to
Canton and to provide highly
talented artists with opportu-
nities to present their work in
the township.

Juror Richard Rubenfeld
used his trained eye and exper-
tise as an artist and professor
of art at Eastern Michigan
University to select the win-
ning entries. A total of $1,950
in cash will be awarded. The
juror-selected award winning
art will be on display.

The Canton Fine Arts
Exhibition began as an activ-
ity of Canton Projects ARTS
iri 1993. Project ARTS was the
Canton community's cultural
programming body, providing
various arts-related events and
activities to Canton and the
surrounding communities.

In 2004, Canton Project
ARTS program and services
were absorbed by Canton
Leisure Services and guided by
the newly appointed Cultural
Commission.

The exhibit is free and open
to the public from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Monday through Friday,
from 7-9 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and from 5:30-7:30
p.m. Sunday.
For more information, call
(734) 394-53OO or visit canton-
mi.org/villagetheater.

The Village Theater is locat-
ed at 50400 Cherry Hill Road.

PHOTOS BY BfLL BRESLER
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Above, The Grace Notes
Flute Ensemble plays as
arts enthusiasts enjoy
the Canton Fine Arts
Exhibition 2007 at the
Village Theater.
At left, Corrine Vivian
examines'Walking On Egg
Shells'by artist Paul Van
Heest. The color pencil
work was judged Best of
Show by juror Richard
Rubenfeld.

Michigan Eye Doctor Helps Legally Blind
Dr. Sheldon Smith

helps those with
macular degeneration
and other eye
conditions keep
reading and driving.

By Elena Lombardi
For most of us, activities

like reading, knitting,
driving or playing cards
seem like simple tasks, but
for those who don't see
well, these tasks can be
difficult or even
impossible. People with
visual limitations from
conditions like glaucoma,
diabetes, cataracts or
macular degeneration are
said to have low vision.

However for many of
these people, Michigan
Optometrist Dr. Sheldon
Smith has the answers
they have been seeking.

"People don't know that
there are experienced
doctors who can help them
with specialized low vision
care," says Dr. Smith.

Dr. Smith, a Low Vision
Specialist, helps people
who have lost vision from
these types of eye diseases.
A Fellow,of the International
Academy of Low Vision
Specialists, Dr. Smith is
one of a select group of
doctors serving the
visually impaired.

"Many people are told
by their doctor that
nothing more can be
done for their eye
condition, but there are
ways to improve vision"
says Dr. Smith. "We fit
specially designed devices
to help patients meet their
personal visual goals."

Many patients seeking
to help themselves end up
using weak, clumsy hand-
held magnifiers.
Conversely Dr. Smith
prescribes hands-free
devices that are easier to
use. "We use the same

telescopic devices surgeons
use during operations,"
says Dr. Smith. "That's
how powerful and
convenient they are.

"Mostly, telescopic
glasses focus on distance
objects like TV, passing
neighbors or scenery" the
doctor said, "but they can
be set up for closer tasks
as well.

"They can even help
with driving" the doctor
explained. Michigan is
one of 46 states that allow
bioptic telescopic glasses
for driving,

Mr. Charles Willim age
81 of Taylor MI came to
get his driver license
restored after macular
degeneration reduced his
vision to 20/70. Dr. Smith
fit him with special
driving telescopes that
improved his vision to 20/
40. A few weeks later
Charles passed his road
test and is now a licensed
driver again. "Those
telescopic glasses are
pretty darn good" he said.

Buddy Standafer age 70
of Westland had diabetic
eye problems. He came to
reinstate his driver license
and read better. His
regular vision was 20/200
but with special driving
telescopes he saw 20/50.
Prismatic reading glasses
got him reading
newsprint. Two months
later his license was
restored. "Now I see the
traffic lights much better.
I am happy to be on the
road again. I tell a lot of
people about Dr. Smith"
Buddy said.

Special prismatic
reading glasses and
microscopes are another
way to help make reading
a little easier. There are
as many low vision devices
as thefre are various
activities. Dr. Smith also

Paid Advertisement

Buddy Standafer wearing driving
telescopes <

counsels his patients on
using sun filters and
nutritional supplements to
safeguard the vision from
getting worse.

Special glasses and
telescopes range in price
from $600 to $2,500.
"Every patient is unique,
with different amounts of
vision and individual
goals," says Dr. Smith. "My
objective is to help each
patient do what matters
most to them. Whatever ,
the goal, I try to match it
with a device to meet that
need. People really
improve their quality of
life and independence."

If you or someone you
know is struggling to do
the things they love
because of severe vision
problems, call Dr. Smith to
find out how low vision

' care can help. There is
help available. You just
need to know where to find
it. You can reach Dr,
Smith and Suburban Low
Vision of Michigan at

1-877-677-2020.
Dr. Smith has offices in \

Livonia, Warren, Shelby ,
Township and the Lansing ,t
area.- >;.

A

Visit Suburban Low , '
Vision of Michigan at
suburbaneyecare.com
or find out more about the
International Academy of
Low Vision Specialists at
ialvs.com.
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Corriveau recall
effort is just
politics as usual

The anti-tax zealots are-forging ahegtd'with fcecafl efforts
against Michigan legislators who voted in feyor o£ two tax

^e^giires as iffitM aiiaefe^g^to; a^j^eye^ con^^tationally
s&psm& danced budget. "•> ' ". f' f V V-

The pressure has been intense in some districts where
Democrats won by narrow margins y& tlje last election and
in the few districts where Republicans bucked tlieir party
-and voted for one or both of the tax increases.
- This recall crowd has put a big'targeton Democrat Marc

.Corriveau, who represents the 20th f&Htse 'District, which,
fractionally has been represented^ a^RepiibBcart,,

"While voters may be unhappy^with the Legislature's (and
Corriveau's) decision to raise-taxes, they should -see this
'recall effort for what it is — politics as usual.

Voters elected Corri<ve,au to inatse tough decisions in
la^ing.^ Certainly the decision to Vaise taxest$£ the last
ifjinute to stave off what-Would have been a devastating
state government shutdown was one of the toughest state

.lawmakers Jiave had to majse.m recent memory.
,Corriveau dMri't like .raising taxes, afty iaovpthan the next

gay. But he voted with his <xmsciencVandi<lecided modestly
raising taxes was a bettej .opjion than having a state shut-
down. He felt that wiplfe^sponsible things© do.,,

Voters should also be" aware that this reca^ieffon; is being
led by Leon Drolet, a Macomb CoUnty'Republican and for-
mer state representative who was term limited out of office,
and his Michigan Taxpayers Alliance. This is not something
that is being led by local voices. Drolet and his group like to
say how Michigan government is out of control and taxing
its citizens to death.

However, according to ̂ he'most recent Census Bureau
data, Michigan rankslii'the middle of the pack — 26th
among the 50 states — innstate^nd local taxes as a percent-
age to total personal income^ Aidithe state ranks near the
bottom nationally in the number of government employees.
Not exactly out of control/

Nobody likes taxes, a$d it is understandable that resi-
dents would be upset afeoufctlie Legislature's decision. If res-
idents of the 20th House District, whicH includes Plymouth,
Northville and part of Canton, believe that is enough of a
reason to throw COrriveau out of office, the best .way to do
it is by not re-electing him next year. That is the great thing
about democracy.

But people should realize this recall effort is really about
smearing Corriveau's name, because he is in a district where
he is already vulnerable.1' 1 2

COMMUNITY CORNER

Whatdo^lKiiRofllie

T in not really impressed." "Brink it's ndiculo||. Why / ' I t probably cost Canton a "i think it's OK. I haven't
i.ene sawders of canton - m " s e m ^ y f f i x lot of money." , paid close attention I t "

streets?" Mike Graybeal, 26, of
Canton

Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm
Send correspondence to P.O. Box 30013, Lansing,
Ml 48909, or call Constituent Services at (517) 335-
7858. The fax number is (517) 335-6863.

State Sen. Bruce Patterson, R-Canton
Contact him by mail at P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, Ml,
48909; by phone at (517} 373-7350; toll-free at (866)
262-7307; or by e-mail at senbpatterson@senate.
michigan.gov.

State Rep. Phil LaJoy, R-Canton
Contact him by mail at S-785 House Office Building,
P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, Ml 48933; by phone at (517)
373-2575 or toll free at (866) LAJ0Y21; or by e-mail
at phillajoy@house.mi.gov.

State Rep. Marc Corriveau, D-Northvllle

Canton

GOVERNMENT CONTACTS

Contact him by mail at P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, Ml
48909-7514; by phone at (517) 373-3816; or by e-mail
at MarcCorriveau@house.mi.gov.

Canton Township Supervisor Tom Yack
Contact him by mail at 1150 S. Canton Center,
Canton, Mi 48188; by phone at (734) 394-5185; or by
e-mail at tyack@canton-mi.org.

U.S. Sen. Carl Levin
His Washington, D.C, mailing address is 269 Russell
Office Building, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-
2202. Call him at (202) 224-6221. The fax number
is (202) 224-1388. He also has offices in Patrick V.
McNamara Federal Building, 477 Michigan Ave.,
Room 1860, in Detroit. The local phone number is
(313) 226-6020, TTY (800) 851-0030 and fax at (313)
226.-6948. He also has a.Web site - levin.senate.gov.

Elizabeth Dyas, 63, of
Canton

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow
In Washington, D.C, the address is 133 Hart Senate.
Office Buiiding, Washington, D!C. 20510. Cat! her.
there at (202) 224-4822, TTY (202) 224-2066, or
e-mail her at senator@stabenow.senate.gov. In
Detroit, her office is at 243 W. Congress, Suite 550.
Cail (313) 961-4330. She also has a Website.- stabe-
now.senate.gov.

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter
His Washington, D.C., mailing address is 1632
Longworth House Office Building, Washington D.C.
20515. Call him at (202) 225-8171 or send a fax'by
dialing (202) 225-2667. His district office is at 17197
N.1 Laurel Park Dr., Suite 161, Livonia, Ml 48152. Cai!
him at (734) 632-0314'or send a fax at (734) 632-
0373. He also has an Web site,- mccotter.house.gov.

We're there!

Westland I
1660 VenoyRd.

(734) 326-7777

Westland II
39201 JoyRd.

(734) 454-9838

Westland III
35700 Hunter Ave.

(734) 728-8670

Dearborn Hts.
26600 Ann Arbor Trl.

(313) 278-6430

Carpenter (in Ypsiiami)

3470 Carpenter Rd.

(734) 677-0071

Livonia II
11525 Farraington Rd.

(734) 425-3050

Southfield
27577 Lahser Rd.

(248) 353-5835

3Totn u£ for an

10/16/07
4-6 pm

THERE WILL, BE BEER,
BRATWURSTS, POTATO SALAD

AND ENTERTAINMENT!
PLEASE R S V P

I Move in by November 1st |
I and Receive a $500.00 1
I Prepaid Visa! I

www.americanlioiise.com
X»D#i 800-« 19-3777

Bricks, mortar and other
giant leaps in

the treatment of cancer.

Our Lady of Hope Cancer Center^
St. Mary Mercy Hospital has

just advanced the state of cancer

treatment.

We've just opened Our Lady

of Hope Cancer Center, bringing

the latest cancer treatment,

technology and support services

together under one roof. Our

medical oncologists and specialists

work closely with you using a

personalized, team approach.

Surrounding you is state-of-

the-art technology, like our Hearts

of Livonia Healing Center for

chemotherapy, advanced radiation

therapy treatment, access to the

latest clinical trials and a

Comprehensive Breast Center.

AIL of this combined with our
signature compassionate care,
embodied in our one-of-a
kind Helen Palmer Image
Recovery Center - offering
cosmetics, wigs, and therapeutic
massages to support your well-
being and recovery.

Giant leaps in the treatment of
cancer designed to heal not only
the body, but the mind and spirit
as well. It's all part of St. Mary
Mercy's never-ending mission to
become even greater/Find more at
www.stmarymercy.org

ST. MARY MERCY
greater than

A MEMBER OF © TRINITY HEALTH
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State was
BY MATT JACHMAN

STAFF WRITER

With no short-term fixes to fall back on and the
possibility of Michigan's bankruptcy looming, state
legislators had no choice but to raise taxes as they
approved a spending plan for the new fiscal year.

That was Rep. Andy Dillon's message Thursday
to several dozen people who attended a town hall
meeting on the state budget. Dillon^ of Redford,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives,3yas
instrumental in negotiating the legislative.deal that
patched a $1.75 billion gap in the roughly $<$& bil-
lion state budget for the fiscal year that began this
month.

"I saw the state facing insolvency," said Dillon in
answering the first question of the evening, about
why taxes were raised. "Revenue was a necessary
part of the equation." , •

The budget fix included an 11.5-percent hike in
the state income tax—from 3.9 percent to 4^35

without taxes, Di

Dillon

percent — a new tax on some ser-
vices, the details of which are still
being clarified, and some $440 in
savings from spending reforms.

"We don't have the luxury of
just running deficits to get out of a
long-term problem," said Dillon.

Before taking written ques-
tions from the audience, Dillon
used a slide show, with charts and

graphs, to make his case at the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 345 in Redford. He said:

• Gov. Jennifer Granholm and the Legislature
have discretion over only about $9 billion, which'
is less than a quarter of the general fund. Much of
the state's spending is either set by the Michigan
Constitution or, if the money is from federal sourc-
es, the federal government. Dillon said he would
be open to revisiting the Constitution and possibly
reallocating some spending.

• The state income tax rate has moved down

over several years, and residents are spending a
greater proportion of their income on services and
less on goods, which, are taxed. Overall, general-
fund revenues have dropped 30 percent since 1999-

• State government has gotten smaller, with an
18-percent reduction in employees since 2000, and
Michigan is 47th out of the 50 states in the number
of employees per capita.

However, Dillon said, "We have a spending prob-
lem, no doubt about it," before touting the spending
reforms that are part of the budget plan.

• While state spending on higher education has
been relatively flat, state colleges and universities
have raised tuition by 50 percent over the last five
years. Dillon said the state needs to focus on educa-
tion if it is to pull out of the economic doldrums.

Dillon said he favored an even higher income tax
instead of the service tax, but couldn't find support
in.the state Senate.

"I did my best to avoid it," he said of the service
tax, "but at the end of the day, I didn't want govern-

ment to shut down."
He said the service tax is "not without some

headaches" and that the House is committed to
working with business leaders to clarify issues
before the tax goes into effect in December.

In answering about 10 audience questions
— many on topics other than the state budget
— Dillon said he:

• Is open to having a part-time Legjs]at($cfe But,
he added: 'If you really want to engage aa& cfeifhis
job, it's a massive commitment." ? '

B Has second thoughts about term limits, which
he voted for. With the limits, Dillon said, legisla-
tors "don't learn enough to do good budgets^i&nd
don't have time to build the political support iti '
their districts that they need to make tough deci-
sions.

• Favors consolidating some school districts and
small townships as a money-saving measure.

mjachman@hometownlife.com j (734) 953 2115

Ul Giiile 3$ii ofJfeaoen on JKain Street!
Whether your passion is dolls, dogs, cats, old, new or rare,

we probably have it

And we don't mind dropping names-Joan Rivers, Ross-,
Simons, Barbie, Madame Alexander, American Girl Doll -

Clothes,Vintage Jewelry. -.•,• .

;..• Welcome to

418

Located in the front of

ROFESSIONAI
N. Main Street • Plymouth • 734-453- Tues.-Sat.9to§,

• Foreman w/cdi
license, at least 2 yrs.

r Exp. & equipment
operating experience

• Thick Driver fe/cdl w/
air brakes licenses
equipment operating

experience
• Laborers for brick

Paving, Lawn &
Irrigation Crews Open: Mon.-fti. 8am-6pm; '-"[;

Sat. 10am-4pm

Citizen Discounts!

•DVD, \ * * • * * • * * »
• Games
• Lotions
• Lingerie
• Magazines
• Bachelor/Bachelorette Gag Gifts
• Over 3,000 DVD's only $6.95 & up
• Halloween Costumes Now in Stock

hen you insure both your

car and home wirh u,s, through

Auto-Owners Insurance Company,

we'll save you money! Stop in, or

call us today for a "No Problem"

insurance check-up.

%Auto-Owners Insurance
Life Home Car Business

Juenetnann Insurance Agency
33652 Ford RdL, Westland, MI 481S5

(734) 261-5010

Sunday, October 28 • l-5pm
t. Mary Mercy H»»tf» :' '• - -: • • •"

50545 Cherry Hill Road • Suite 300 & 400 • Cherry Hill Village • Canton

Buy Silent Auction Tickets $1.00 minimum per ticket for a

Learn'how'to do a self breast exam...taught by St. Mary Mercy HospHa! Registered Nurses

Ask the Doctor Feel Good Inside & Out A g k t h e Dietitian
Cynthia Aks, DO, Tnsh Tyl, Cosmetologist and J u d S w a n c u t t , R D ( CDE
Breast Specialist c »J imc?i bPe?T

i a h s t , Dietitian
St.* Mary Mercy -Hospital „ at. Mary Mercy Hospital- St_ M M Hospital

J Helen 1̂ -almer Image Kecovery Center

734-416-0880

44282 Warren
(E. of Sheldon)

in Canton

BinnerSpecials
Dinner for 2 only$15.95

Choice of:
• Coconut shrimp • Ribs ,

Prime Rib
'White Fish Alnwndine

Live Rand 9:30 pm -1:30 am

Sat QcL 27
It

EEN tst, 2nd, 3rd Prizes
ME STRAIT RAND

TY 9:30 pm-1:30 am

Featured Specials
Awesome Deals on Our Meals

7 Days a Week

Hi w M ®
ni

_ j j

sh-BSse :n our s
<;afc yens *v . "•' ••' "•: " -• ":> r;: ̂ r with. IOCBI

For more information and to be connected to your Sales Representative please call: (734) 953-2153 for Wayne County and
(248) 901 -2500 for Oakland County
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Detroit Lion Mike Furrey and his wife, Koren, talk to Plymouth and Canton teenagers during a meeting of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes at their home Oct. 2. The meetings draw between 40 and
50 students every other Tuesday.

Detroit Lion Mike Furrey's unofficial motto is...

n this era when far too many professional
athletes seem to be spending way too much
time collecting DUIs, injecting HGH and

counting their fortunes with
their CPAs, it's refreshing
to hear about someone like
Detroit Lions receiver Mike
Furrey, who invests a good
portion of his free time pour-
ing his heart and soul into
FGA.

That is the acronym for
the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, the largest Christian
sports organization in the

United States.
On autumn Sundays, the 30-year-old

Furrey relies on his extreme athletic skills to
help the Lions rack up victories.

But it's the Tuesday night FCA meetings
that draw up to 50 teenagers to his Canton

Ed Wright

home that bring the most satisfaction to the
man who led the National Football League
with 98 receptions in 2OO6.

"I get more out of working with these kids
than I do playing football, definitely," Furrey
said one night last week, as a steady stream
of high schoolers piled into his spacious
home. "Football is amazing, but without God
and my belief, there would be no football.

"Football's a game and when I'm done
playing, it's over. My relationship with Jesus
Christ is going to go on for an eternity. I
get my biggest passion out of being around
these kids and trying to help them grab on to
something."

Rapid growth
The first FCA meeting Furrey and his

wife, Koren, hosted last year drew just four

Please see FURREY, B2

Plymouth High School student Megan Mihelick, who serves as a "Huddle"
leader, talks to her group during a break out session of the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes meeting.

WOW, WHAT A DISTRICT!
This week's District soccer
tournament hosted by NorthviMe
may be the most talent-rich in
the state Following is how the
brackets shape up
MONDAY- (A) Salem at (B)
Livonia Churchill, 5 30 p m, (C)
Livonia Stevenson at (D) Canton,
7 p m; (E) Redford Union at
(F) Northville, 7 p m, and <G)
Plymouth at (H) Farmmgton, 7
p.m

WEDNESDAY. A-B winner vsC-D
winner, 5 30 p m, and E-F winner
vs G-H winner (both games at
Northviiie)
SATURDAY: Championship game
(winner advances to Regional
semifinals at Stevenson vs
Southgate District champion)

'Til we meet again...
Canton edges Spartans in Shootout

FFMEYER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton's Sherif Hassanien works
to move the ball downfield against
Stevenson's Dylan Green.

BYBRADEMONS
STAFF WRITER

The Western Lakes Activities
Association boys soccer cham-
pionship trophy wiU stay right at
Canton High School for another
year.

The Chiefs, getting a sterling
performance from senior goal-
keeper Kevin Krause, repeated as
WLAA champion by handing host
Livonia Stevenson its first defeat of
the season, 2-1, in a double-over-
time, sudden-death Shootout.

Canton, which improved to 12-
3-4 overall, avenged a 2-0 setback

to the No. 2 state-ranked Spartans
only a week earlier. The two teams
meet again in the rubber match in
the opening round of the Division
1 district tournament, 7 p.m.
Monday at Canton.
. Last year, the Western Division

champion Chiefs captured the
WLAA title with a double-over-
time shootout win over rival
Salem,

And this time, the Chiefs led
1-0 from the 23rd minute through
the 76th minute thanks to Eric
Caron's goal offa cross from Sherif
Hassaniea The play came offa
counter-attack.

"We went in with abetter men-
tality as far as winning 5O-5O
balls, and stressing a faster speed
of play because Stevenson plays a
ridiculously high-pressure game,"
Canton coach George Tomasso
said. "Playing a team three times in
a row is challenging and you can't
show everything. We're playing
them three times in 13 days, hut
you have to love it because of what's
at stake and the competition.''

Meanwhile, the Spartans (16-1)
eight good chances to score, but
could only get one past Krause
- that coming with only 4:55 left in
regulation on Adrian Fytonenko's
rocket shot from 25 yards out.

Please see CANTON, B4

Hocke^puts
Tryou^forthe

l h Cy ^
and salem boys var-
sity hockey teams will
be held Oct. 29-31 ,
at the Arctic Edge,
Compuware Arena,
the Arctic Pond
and the Plymouth
Cultural Center.

Canton's tryduts
will be held at the
Arctic Edge on Oct.
29 (3-4 p.m.), Oct. 30
(4-5 p.m.) and Oct. 31
(3-4 p.m.).

Plymouth's try-
outs will be held at
Compuware Arena
on Oct 29 (4:30-5:30;
p.m.), Oct. 30 (4:30-
5:30 p.m.) and Oct. 31
(4-5 p.m.).

Salem's tryouts will
be held Oct. 29 from
4:30-5:30 p.m. at the
Arctic Pond; Oct. 30
from 5-6 p.m. at the
Plymouth Cultural
Center; and Oct. 31
from 5-6 p.m. at the
Plymouth Cultural
Center.

A sports physical
must be on file with
the student's home*
athletic department
before they can par-
ticipate in tryouts.
The cost for tryouts is
$45, which includes
all three dates.

Checks maybe
made payable to
the PCS Hockey .
Booster Clufr Teams
will be selected on
Wednesday, Oct.
31. There will be a
mandatory parent
meeting on Friday,
Nov. 2, for all players ,
who make a team.
The purpose of the
meeting will be to- •
collect the players' ',
pay-to-participate fee]
of $1,550, inform the :
parents of the Booster
Club's functions and :
sign parents up to
work the Whalers
parking lot fund-
raiser.

Greenfield signs
The Detroit.

Ignition has re-signed
defender Jonathan
Greenfield for the
2007-08. season,
the club announced
today. Per club policy,:
the financial terms of'
the agreement were .
not disclosed.

Greenfield began
his Major Indoor
Soccer League career;
with the Milwaukee
Wave in 2004-05,. ;
and was acquired by •
Detroit in the 2006 :
MISL Expansion '
Draft, v /

I Reg. $89.95...SAVE $30.00

Service changes & upgrades
• Outlets added

,^m • Installation of fixtures,
ceiling fans, etc.

• Wiring of hot water heaters,
appliances, hot tubs & more
Interior & exterior work

I With mad. Hot valid wWi any
other offers. Expires 12-31-07,

www.familyheating.com

Natural Gas Powered • Fully Automatic
Whole House
Stand By


