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Musical maestro
to take the helm
at DSO
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Lookinq somewhat worn out by the marathon budge battle, Rep.' Marc
Corriveau, D-Northvifle, waited for a press conference in Plymouth to begin

last week.

Politics 101

State budget battle a ‘hardball
“lesson for freshman lawmaker

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

When Marc Corriveau,.
D-Naorthville, became the
surprise winner of the 20th
House District seat last

November, littie did he real- ~ § g

ize opponents would be
working almost immediately
to bring the district — which

had been in Republican
hands for decades — back
into the GOP fold.

Reflecting on his first bod- ¢
get battle as a member of the

state Legislature, Corrivean
said much of the process

had more to de with politics
than budget balancing, with
Republicans having targeted
him since January, the begin-
ning of his two-year term.

During the latest state
budget process which result-
ed in an income tax hike and
6-percent tax on many ser-
vices, Corriveau said he was
marked by Republicans who
shunned bipartisan efforts in
order to have his name asso-
ciated with a tax increase,
which could be used against
him during re-election in
2008.

Corriveau voted in favor of
raiging the income tax rate,
but voted against the sales
tax on services. ]

“From a political stand-
point, it became very clear to

State Rep. Marc Corriveay, D-
Northvilie, said he's been targeted
by Republicans who want to regain
his 20th District seat.

me early on that (Republican
House Minority Leader)
Craig DeRoche and his side
of the {political) aisle was
hell-bent on doing whatever
they could to make things
difficult,” Corriveau said.
“They never proposed any-
thing, They sat with their
arms crossed and said, ‘You
guys do the heavy lifting on
this.

" “It wasn’t enough they
wanted us to do the job, they
wanted to use it as a political

Pledse see BUDGET, A5
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New record

T

Canton resident Louvis Paspal was one of three Canton residents who were on hand when Ford Moter Company's Ford Fusion Hydrogen 999 set a land-
speed record of 207:279 mph at the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah earlier this summer. Jeff Cowell and Jas Dhillion were theothers. The three work for
 Ford and are members of the elite Ford Fusion Hydrogen 999 Team that developed the record-setting vehicle - the worid’s first and only production
car-based fuel cell race car. It was the big winner at the Sait Flat's annual Bonnevilfe Nationals, where hundreds of teams gather to try and set fand
speed records in a variety of mostly experimental vehicles. ‘This was a once-in-a-fifetime experience to be on a team that accomplished such a goal
in such a short amount of time. Even if the record is broken we will always be known as the first group to have set the 200 mph record said Paspal a
product design engineer and 15- year Ford veteran.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

A week after former
Plymouth-Canton school
board president Mark

tion drive asking the current
Board of Education to move
the school board elections

as much as $100,000 annu-
ally, current board President
. Judy Mardigian announced

cons of moving the election.

Ryan to compile data ... to
look at the cost for a May,

Horvath began an online peti-

from May to November to save

an ad-hoc committee has been
set up to look atthe pros and

“T've asked (Supt.) Dr. (Jim)

August and November elec-

tions every year, and the simi-

lar election dates every other

year,” Mardigian said Tuesday

night, “as well as consult
with the MASB (Michigan

on the feasibility of different
alternatives of holding elec-
tions.

“We want the commlttee to
help us understand the pros
and cons of different election
dates, and come back to the
full board with the informa-
tion,” she added.

Mardigian appointed
trustees Barry Simescu,

Steven Sneideman and Nancy

Eggenberger to the sub-coro-

Association of School Boards)

mittee. However Simescu
stepped down, citing an
already-crowded schedule.
Three board members
—~ Mardigian, Simescu and
John Jackson — could poten-
tially be affected by the tim-
ing of the final decision as all
are up for re-election in May.
Mardigian said she's “not
sure” if the committee will
be able to make its decision
before Dec. 31, which is when
the state needs to be notified
of an election date change for
- 2008.

“I'd like to review how much

it would cost the district to
have the election in August
versus November,” Trustee

Panel to study election shlft

Dianne Gonzalez said. I
think it’s a good idea to have a
commtittee to look at it closer,
and we should make a deci-
sion before December so we
can affect next year’s budget.”

Horvath, who has received
hundreds of signatures on his
online petition, said he doesn’t
see what's left to study.

“Judy thinks it will be too
expensive for her to run next -
time (if the election is moved
to November),” Horvath
said. “T think it comes down
to controlling elections ver-
sus putting money in the
classroom. Call for a vote and
let the public see where you
stand.”

Y‘e't another Ford ROéd project gets under way

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Just as one Ford Road proj-
ect wrapped up, another one
began Monday.

In the never-ending quest.
to ease the flow of traffic on.
the township’s commercial
hub, the Canton Downtown
Development Authority is pay-
ing for the installation of a
right-tarn lane for eastbound
Ford Road traffic wanting

to travel south onto Canton
Center.

The project, which has been
in the works for several years,
began Monday.

DDA Coordinator Kathieen
Salla said the organization was
made aware of the need for the
additional lane and had hoped
to have it in place by now.

. The project stalled after the
work on the Fellows Creek
Bridge-was put on hold. The
renovation of the bridge, which
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is located near Meijer on Ford,

wrapped up last month.
“We've always talked about

ways to help the traffic flow

- smoothly,” Salla said, adding

that in addition te the right-
turn lane, decorative mast
arms with illuminated signs
will go up at the busy i intersec-
tion.

“Not only is it aesthetically
pleasing, having the street
names up higher is (a bonus).”

The total project will cost the

- DDA about $200,000.

In order to create the right-
turn lane, construction crews
have had to close the Ford
Road entrance of the Rite Aid
located on the southwest cor-
ner of the intersection.

“We have noticed that not as
many people are coming in,”
said David Hetterscheidt, Rite
Aid assistant store manager.
“They think it’s a hassle. I came

Please see FORD, AS
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Republican
presidential hopeful

makes local stop

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

California Congressman
Duncan Hunter, RB-Calif,, who .
is seeking the Republican
nomination for president,
used E&E Manufacturing
in Plymouth to outline the
Restore Manufacturing Act
he'll introduce in the U.S.
House of Representatives, one
he says will eliminate all fed-
eral income taxes on domestic
manufacturers and level the
playing field against low-cost
global corpetition.

“If you stay in the United
States and you employ
Americans and don’t go off
shore, my bill cuts your manu-

facturing taxes to zero,” Hunter -

told several hundred work-
ers, supplier representatives.
and others at E&E Monday
afternoon. “That will keep our
industry here, and stop the
ones that are being tugged off
shore from going off shore.
And, T think that will bring

. some jobs back.”.

Hunter was in town to par-
ticipate in Thesday’s presiden-

tial debate in Dearborn, which
gave E&F owner Wes Smith an
opportunity to show his sup-
port for Hunter. Smith said
while the federal government
announced 110,000 jobs were
created last month, the manu~
facturing sectorlost 18,000
jobs, a total of 148,000 for

the year and 3.4 m11110n smce
2000,

“Some of our friends in
Washington will tell you these
losses are the result of 2 more
efficient, productive work-
force,” Smith told the audience.
“The real efficiencies are in the
purchasing departments of our
largest multi-national corpora-
tions. They are working harder
than éver to bring all their
products, except components,
from every low-cost country
they can find.

“The economic and military
might our nation has been built
‘on the foundation of our vast
manufacturing strength,” he
said. “This foundation is crum-
bling by the constant chipping
away of low-cost and commu-
nist countries employing illegal
trade practices.™
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U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter stopped by Plymouth Township's ESE Manufacturing

to tell fotks why he should be President.

Hunter received applause
when he told workers he'll
restore the nation’s industrial
base,

“I will stop China from
cheating on jobs, and I will
make sure we maintain and
bring back to 'our country high-
paying manufacturing jobs,”
Hunter said. “That’s my prom-
ise to you.”

That was good news to E&E
employee Shirletha Garby,

43, of Detroit. “I'm concerned
about illegal immigrants and
China taking all our work,”
Garby said. “T just want to see
our jobs comb back and our
people back to working.”

Smith, chairman of
the national Precision
Metalformers Association
which is supporting Hunter’s
new bill, said there are bet-
ter-known candidates, but he’s
supporting Hunter in his bid

for the Republican nomination
for president.

“When you listen to the
presidential debates, he’s the
only one who really talks about
manufacturing, and he talks
about it from the small- and
medinm-size point-of-view,”
Smith said. “Others will tell
you things are great, wonder-
ful, but it’s not.”

On other issues, Hunter said
he’s supportive of the current
U.8. strategies in Irag, and will
work to stop illegal immigrants
from crossing the U.S. borders.

“When people want to
come into America, they'll
have knock on the front
door,” Hunter said. “You have
to enforce the law, and that
means deporting people who
are here illegally.”

thruscato®@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700
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@ THE CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Halloween is coming! Plan

the spookiest party, get the

best costume ideas and have
vour best Halloween ever

with help from the Canton
Public Library, Our Halloween
Special Collection‘is online at

‘www.cantonpl.org/specialc/

halloween.htm! or search the
library’s catalog at http://cata-
log.cantonpl.org for books,
rausic, movies and other
TeSOLELCes.

NOW @ YOUR LIBRARY

® Contemporary Book
Discussion: Oct. 15,at 7 -
p.m. Snow in August by Pete
Hamill. ‘

B MS Word III: Oct. 16,
at 9:30 a.m. Learn to cre-
ate text boxes, columns and
more te design a newsletter.
Registration required.

& Teen 3-D Art: Oct. 16, at
7 p.m. Learn about 3-D art
from a toy designer and comic
book artist. Supplies included.

Registration required. . -

E Excel I: Oct. 17, at 6:30
p.m. Instruction in the basics
of spreadsheet creation.
Registration required.

¥ Envelopes, Labelg, Mail
Merge: Oct. 18, at 3:30 a.m.
Learn to format and print
envelopes and mailing labels,
create a2 mail merge document.
Registration required.

® Library Board Meeting:
Oct. 18, at 7:30 p.m. Open to
the pubhc

8 ABC Activity Time: Oct.
15, at 10 a.m. Drop in play with
books, puzzles, toys and more

for ages birth through five
years old, with caregiver.

® Internet II: Oct. 19, at 10
a.m. Better search techniques

for the Web, library catalogand . .

online databases. Registration
required.

B Genealogy Online: Oct,
20, at 9:30 a.m. Explore your
roots with Ancestry Library
Edition and HeritageQuest
databases. Registration
required.

B Get Your Game On: Oct.
20, at 1'p.m. Drop in and play
board games with other fifth
and sixth graders.

® Teen Board Games: Oct.
20, at 2 p.m. Drop in play for
teens. Snacks included. .

" NEW @ YOUR LIBRARY

Adult Fiction

B Turn the Stars Upside
Down: The Last Days and
Tragic Death of Crazy Horse by
Terry C. Johnston

B A Proper Pursuit by Lynn
Austin

B Momrny Tracked by
Whitney Gaskell

Adult Sound Recordings

@ All the Lost Souls by James
Blount

W Still Feels Good by Rascal
Flatts :

® Sonatas by Johann
Sebastian Bach

Adult Nonfiction

# Building a Championship
Family: Coaching Kids Values
and Instilling Character by
Gary Dehrer

Police need help identifying man

Canton Pnhce are Iooking for
help in identifying 2 man they
believe has been photograph-
ing women while they changed
in a dressing room at a local
store.

Police released photos from a

security camera taken Sept. 30
at Plato’s Closet on Ford Road.
In the photos, an unknown
male is suspected of photo-
graphing women under the
stall of a changing room. The

Let our new Canton

amll'y Practice be your
Medlcal Home!

The new St. Mary
Mercy Family
Medicine Center
is like having a

i The Center is your

personal medical
home with board-

certified physicians

who are clinical
experts, providing

high-quality care.

Meet the Family

of St. Mary Mercy
Hospital:

doctor in your famn!y'

effective, coordinated,

Medicine physicians, ,
medical staff members .

Kenneth Grimm, MD

| uni Menaat, M

Kenneth J. Grimm, MD

» Fellowship: Michigan State

maore

University, East Lansing
+ Residency: University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor

Sunil 8. Menawat, MD
+ Fellowship: Mayo Clinic

and Foundation,
Rochester, Minnesota
Residency: University of

Florida, Jacksonville, and
Oakwood Hospital, Dearborn

|
NORTHVILLE v 5 Mile——o
; [ § LIVONIA -
| - - M-14 - 196
i PLYMOUTH § B Se. Mary Mercy Hospital
: ;
1 e Ford '
N CANTON| .
| v 4 s Cheerry Hill
| g
1 Je WESTLAND
| §
| 5 St. Mary Mercy
L. vi | Family Medicine
Cencer

“Call for an appomtment 734.398.8790

Both doctors are members- -
.of the American Academy of
. Family Physicians and Michigan
- Academy of Family Physicians.

photographs were taken with-
out the victims’ permission,

and most may be unaware the -

photos were taken.

One victim observed the
unknown male’s feet under the
stal! and then saw him place
what appeared to be a cam-
erd under the stall- After she
yelled, the male suspect quickly
exited the store.

The investigation and video
surveillance obtained from the
business clearly shows a white
or light-skinned ethnic male
appearing to be shopping in
the store. The male can be seen
looking around for surveillance
cameras but never looking
directly into any of them. Prior
to entering the changing room,
he is seen wearing tan pants
and a blue-striped, long-sleeve
collared shirt with sandals
on. The man is also wearing
a white and blue baseball cap
with a white and red logo on
the front. When exiting the

photographing women in store

Canton Police are trying to identify this man, who they say was
photographing women whife they changed Sept. 30 at Plato"s Closet on Ford
Road.

store in a hurry, he left behind

his baseball hat and was photo-

graphed without it.
-Anyone who recognizes
this person of interest, or has

other information relating
to this investigation is asked
to contact the Canton Police
Department at (734} 394-
5400.

We're

Gridivon, Court, Pool, Arena, Greens, Diamond

there!
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WINDOW TREATMENTS | F
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6 Days Only Ti.z_ne_[ess'Bf"éd_ui_'ty Sale

OCTOBER 15-20

Plus lower 'eve.ry.dcly prices on VT;O_OO’S'O_F_ fabrics. -

Collco _*

dream it.

‘design ‘it v,

_ornerS“

done

IN-HOME CONSULTATION AVAILABLE IN'MOST STORES-CALL FOR DETAILS.

BLOOMEFIELD HILLS { 1933 S

T9|egrupi'1 Rd. | Nozth of Squore LGLP Rd f (248) 332-9163
NOVI1 | City Center Plaza | 25875 Novi Rd." | (248} 347:4188
ST. CLAIR SHORES | 23240 Mack Ave. | South of Nine Mile |:{586) 775-0078 .
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Farmer's market

Time is running out for
area residents to enjoy-all the
best of this season’s harvest
at Canton’s Farmers Market.
The last two markets are |
scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 14
and 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Bartlett-Travis House,
located at 500 N. Ridge Road
in Cherry Hill Village. Fresh
fruits, vegetables, flowers and
specialty products from area
vendors will be available.

Be sure to stop by and check
out these participating ven-
dors on Oct. 14: Boblin Honey;
Paluch Farms; DL Creations;
Parran’s Greenhouse and
Farm; Pany’s Stained Glass
and Jewelry; The Bartz's Wood
‘Working; Cherry Hill Perk;
Jeans Fused Glass Art; Helen’s
Walnuis and Crafts; Ammie’s
Unbeadable Beads; The Black
Forrest; 10,000 Villages;
Sweet Heat Salsa; Springbrook
Gardens; 2 Chicks and a
Bucket Halloween Bags;
Rich’s Pen and Ink Works. .
Market patrons can enjoy the
entertaining sounds of the
Barbershop Quartet, provided -
by Canton Leisure Services.

On Oct. 21 all of the above
vendors will be on hand,
in addition to Dave’s Wood
Art and Décor and Heart to
Heart Aromatherapy Candles
and Soaps. Enjoy the magic
of Magician Eugene Clark,
provided by Canten Leisure
Services.

During these last two
Farmers Markets, Arts and
Crafis for Kids will be pro-
vided by Camp Canton and
docent-led tours of the histori-
cal Bartlett-Travis House and
the Cady-Boyer Barn will also
be available.

There is no admission fee to
attend. Farmers who are inter-
ested in participating in next
wear’s market should contact
the Market Master at (734)
394-5323. For more infor-
mation on Canton’s Farmers
Market, visit www.canton- -
mi.org or call (734) 394-5460,

Marching band
competition

The Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band (PCMB),
recently named Bands of
America Regional Champions
for 2007, is hosting an all-day
marching band competition
called the annual Great Lakes
Invitational (GLI) from 11

Welcome Homé

Westland I
- 1660 Venoy Rd.
(734) 326-7777

Westland 11
39201 Joy Rd.
(734) 454-9838

Westland III

35700 Hunter Ave.

(734) 728-8670

De_arborn Hts.

26600 Ann Arbor Trl.

(313) 278-6430

a.m. to 6 p.m. on Oct. 13 at
Canton High School. PCMB is

. an annual host of a Michigan

Competing Band Association
sanctioned-competition.

The annual competition is
a celebration of the dedica-
tion and effort of thousands
of high school students from
across Michigan. Fifteen
bands will participate in the
all-day competition, includ-

. ing Crestwood, Farmington

Harrison, Ferndale, Flint
Carmen-Ainsworth, Gibraltar
Catlson, Hudsenville, Jenison,
Lake Orion, Lakeland, ’Anse
Creuse, Milford, Novi, SCS
South Lake, Taylor Kennedy,
and Walled Lake Central. The
Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band will end the day with an
exhibition at 5 p.m.

Tickets are $6 for adults
and $4 for senior citizens and
children/students 18 years and
under at the gate. For more
information, call (734) 416-
7535,

Memorial art show

The colorful watercolors of
Nancy Walls Smith will be fea-
tured at D & M Art Studios in
a Memorial Art Show and sale

_ Oct. 22 through Nov. 16,

An artist’s reception will be

" 'held 1-3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 21,

as an opportunity for friends,
family and fellow artists to
celebrate the life and talent of
this popular area artist and
writer who passed away sud-
denly June 29.

The show may be enjoyed
during regular business
hours at D & M Art Studios,
8691 N. Lilley in the Golden
Gate Shopping Center in
Canton (across from Mettetal
Airport). For more informa-

tion, call (734) 453-3710.
Positive parenting
seminar

The Canton Police

" Department and Canton

Leisure Services are partner-
ing together to present their
fourth Positive Parenting
Seniinar on Monday, Oct. 15,
2007, from 6-7:30 p.m., at
Canton’s Summit on the

. Pazk.

This fourth in a series
of informative parenting
seminars will feature a guest
speaker from Growth Works,
a local nonprofit agency work-
ing with youths and their
families. Topics to be dis-

cusses include peer pressure,

‘conflict resolution and com-

municating with your teen.
Canton Police Community
Relations Coordinator Sgt.
Deb Newsome will also update
parents on some teen-trends
going on the community, par-
ents may not be aware of,
Parents attending the pre-
sentation are also invited to
bring their children to enjoy
activities and Summit facili-

_ ties free of charge. Child care

will be provided in the follow-
ing manner: Ages 3 and under
will be supervised in the Kids

_Corner; ages 4-6 may swim as

long as an older sibling is pres-
ent (otherwise, an alternative
activity will be provided) and
ages 7 and up are welcome to
swim. Ages and activity inten-
tions will be asked upon reg-
istration. Parents are invited
to join their kids afterward for
some family fun,

The seminar is free of
charge, but seating is limited.
Canton residents interested
in attending should stop by or
call the Summit front desk at
(734) 394-5460 for reserva-
tions.

Stories from the
Shadows

On Oct. 17, from 6:30-8:30
p.m., the historically eerie
Cherry Hill School in Cherry
Hill Village will host Stories
from the Shadows, an evening
of spooky stories from a local
professional storyteller ready
to frighten and delight us with
stories of the spirit world.
Stories at the beginning of the
evening will target younger
age groups with “not-so-
super-scary” stories ensuring
age-appropriate entertain-
ment. Later stories will fea-
ture scarier legends and Jore
more appropriate for older
audiences. All children must
be accompanied by an adult.
Not recommended for children
under the age of 4.

Basically Bats
- Summit on the Park

" will host Basically Bats on

Thursday, Oct. 18, from
10:30-11:15 a.m. The event
will feature bat handlers from
the Cranbrook Institute and
their program. The fee is $18
per parent/child resident pair.
Childrén age 3-6 are wel-
come, Pleage make childcare
arrangements for younger
children. '

Foin ug for an
Oktoberfest
BOpen Bouse!

THERE WILL BE BEER,
BRATWURSTS, POTATO SALAD
AND ENTERTAINMENT!

Carpenter (in Ypsilanti)

3470 Carpenter Rd.

(734) 677-0071

Livonia II

11525 Farmington Rd.

(734) 425-3050

Southfield

27577 Lahser Rd.

(248) 353-5835

PLEASE RSVP

| Move in by November 1
| and Receive a $500.00 |
P Prepaid Visa! = |

www.americanhouse.com
TDD#: 800-649-3777

Music at St. Michael's

St MEChoel Christian School | I

and the youth ministries pres-
ent a family event with Guy
Louis and his Chautaugua
Express — a musical program
for all ages, from toddlers to
grandparents at 7 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 12, in the Koinonia room.
5t. Michael Chrigtian School
is located at 7000 North
Sheldon, in Canton. For more
information, call (734) 459-
9720

Adult flu vaccinations

Oakwood Healthcare
System is hosting several flu
vageination clinics through the
month of October. The clinic
dates, times and locations are
as follows:

B Oct. 22 from 10 a.m. to
1p.m. at Huron Township
Seniors, 28245 Mineral
Springs, Waltz Road, in Huron
Township.

M Oct. 24 from 9 a.m. to
noon, Independent Village,
14707 Northville Road, in
Plymouth.

W Qct. 27from 10 am.to I ~
p.m., Belleville Church of God,

“45170 Hull Road, in Belleville.

W Qct. 28 from 9 a.m. to
noon, Oakwood Healthcare
Center - Canton, 7300 Canton
Center Road, in Canton,

® Oct. 29 from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., Oakwood Annapolis
Hospital, 33155 Annapolis
Avenue, in Wayne (in the
lobby).

The vaccines are intended
for adults 18 and older who
want to be protected from the
fla or pneumonia. The cost of
the shot is $25 and $40 for
the pneumonia vaccinations.
Both are a covered benefit
for those who have Medicare
Part B and bring their card
to the clinic. For more infor-
mation on the clinics, visit
www,.oakwood.org or call’
(313) 586-5492.

Cancer awareness
benefit

Indigo Salon and Day Spa
(50545 Cherry Hill Road,
Suite 300-400 in Canton)
is partnering with St. Mary
Hospital and St. Mary Image
Recovery Center to hold
its first Cancer Awareness
Benefit from 1-5 p.m., Oct.
28,

The event will feature $1
raffle tickets with a chance
to win tickets to many dif-

Emergency Nurses Week

Oakwood Healthcare Systems nurse Mary Jo Plank recently worked

on a carotid stent in the emergency room. Canton is one of five local
municipalities (Dearborn, Taylor, Trenton, and Wayne are the others) that
has adopted a prociamation honoring Dakwood's many emergency aurses

in recognition of Emergency Nurses Week, from Sunday, Oct. 7, through
Saturday, Oct. 13. Each of the towns is a location for one of Oakwood's

five emergency departments in southeast Michigan, which combined, sees
nearly 200,000 patients annually. For the past 18 years, the Emergency
Nurses Association designates the second week of October as Emergency
Nurses Week. This year's theme is Stepping into their lives when they need
you the most. Oakwood will recognize its emergency nurses throughout the
week with a number of scheduled activities and events. To learn more about

Dakwood, visit www.oakwood.org,

ferent major sporting events,
a full day at the spa, and

- various product baskets val-
. ued at $300 each. |

There will also be mini
seminars: ‘Ask the Doctor,
featuring Cynthia Aks, DO,

breast specialist, St.
Mary Mercy Hospital; ‘Ask
the Dietitian, featuring
Judy Swancutt, RD, CDE,
dietician, St. Mary Mercy
Hospital; and “Feel Good
Inside & Out,’ featuring:
Trish Tyl, cosmetologist and
clinical specialist, St. Mary
Mercy Hospital-

Helen Palmer Image
Recovery Center, Also
learn how to do a self breast
exam.

For more mformatlon,
visit www.indigosalonand-
dayspa.com or contact the
salon at (734) 961-3245,

Andna to perform at
Borders

The dynamic Irish musi-
cal group Antna will be
performing and signing cop-
ies of its Celtic Origins CD
at 7:30 p.m., Oct. 25 at the
new Borders bookstore in
Canton, 43425 Ford
Road.

For more information,
call the store at (734) 844-
2080,

Giving Hope Women's
Giving Circle

“It takes more than An
apple a Day” will be the
subject of a talk by Rosanna
DeGrood, MD, medical
director of St. Joseph Mercy
Health System’s Women’s
Health Program at the
annual meeting of Giving
Hope, Women’s Giving Circle
on Tuesday, Oct. 16, at 6;30
p-m. at the Penn Theater in
downtown Plymouth.

All women in the
Plymouth and Canton com-
munities are welcome to
attend.

Ticket price is $10 and
can be paid at the door. A
reception and short busi-
ness meeting will precede
DeGrood’s talk,

Giving Hope is a new
philanthropic organization
of local women who believe
that together they can make
a meaningful impact on the
lives of women and families
in need through pooling
their charitablé dollars for |
grants, :

For more information
about the giving circle or

-:the annual meeting, con-

tact the Canton Community
Foundation at {734) 485~
1200 or e-mail lwadington@
cantonfoundationi.org.

N
WESTBORN
MARKET
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EARTHBOUND ORGANIC

SALADS

CLAMSHELL 5%

PRODUCE

2’/3400

14925 Middi¢
- __-Livonia
734-524-1000

Store Hours:

M-F 8:30-8,
Sat. 8-8, Sun. 8-7
Sate Good Oct. 11th - Oct. 17th

MICHIGAN HOMEGROWN
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STEAK
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o

SEAF00D
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Bag
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Visit our other Iocatmns_ at:
21755 Michigan Ave. » Dearhorn
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Catholic leader: lmmlqrants must he treated like people

STAFF WRITER

A Catholic bishop, who has
Texas roots near the Mexican
border, told a group Tuesday
that America needs to come
up with a humane way to deal
with its immigration problem.

Detroit Bishop Daniel E.
Flores, who grew up in Corpus
Christi, spoke at St. Thomas
a’ Becket Catholic Church in
Canton. The church’s social
justice comimnittee invited
Flores to speak on the issue of
immigration.

Flores, who was ordained a
bishop with the Archdiocese
of Detroit in 2006, said the

Bishop Danie! Fiores speaks about immigration issues Tuesday.

PHOTOS BY BiLL BRESLER STAFF HOTOGRAPHER

Catholic church has been
debating the issue of immigra-
tion for a number of years. In
fact, the pope has a pontifical
council that deals specifically
with migrants, political refu-
gees, and itinerant peoples.

He said the issue of immi-
gration in America is caus-
ing a dilemma because two
“principles” are odds with one
another.

“It is the right of a sovereign

mﬁ’: ‘m&m

FLOOR PLANS! -
_From the ﬁ:gh $;Zﬂﬂs?

MORE INCLUQEB
‘FEATURES!

You'll save money on upgrades

' QUALITY-BUILT HOMES!
Unparaileled customer. service.

BEST LOCATIONS!

New home communities in Novi, Canton,
Lyon Township, Commerce & Wirom

PRICES AND-OFFER SUBECT 16

G WITHOLT NOTIGE 7 SIS SCBIES BEELBING (P
- www.SinghWeb.com
Models Open i2-6 pm * Closed Wed, & Thurs.
Realto:sWeIcome - Quack-Dehve:y Homes AV"nthe

“My Community
My Hospital.
My Anhapolis:

QEOEE3E304

nation to protect its borders.
It’s also a right for people to
leave dire situations to look for
better conditions to support
their families,” he said. “How
do we reach an accord of these
two principles?

“We have a serious political

‘problem to solve.”

Flores said there are several
issues that the church believes
should be dealt with to help
solve the problem.

First, he said economic
reform must be sought in
Mexico, including revisit-
ing the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
to improve the life of poor
Mezxicans, so they won't be
compelled to leave their home

America. Seco_ndly, America
should develop a workable
visa system “that doesn’t take
a decade to work through” to
encourage legal immigration.

Also, he said America needs
“a more transparent recogni-
tion of who is here” and giving
immigrants already here legal
status. He said this would be in
Americas best interest because
leaders would know who is
here, but it would also protect
immigrants who might “fall
prey to unscrupulous employ-
ers.”

In the meantime, Flores said
it is the obligation of every
Catholic, and all Christians
for that matter, to treat immi-
grants, and all people with
compassion.

“You can’t just say they're not
here, because they are. They're
here. And they are people,”
Flores said. “The human dig-
nity and human rights of a
migrant must be respected and
protected.”

St. Thomas a’ Becket mem-
ber JoAnn Erpelding, a Canton
resident, was impressed with
Flores. She said the topic of
immigration was a pertinent
one, with no easy answers.

“He is a very kind man. He
has the right ideas on some of
these issues,” she said. “These

- are important issues that we

have to think about and talk
about.”

Bishop Daniel Flores conducted Mass before speaking on Social justice and
immigration issues Tuesday evening at St. Thomas a" Becket in Canton.

Get on the ball.
. Read today’ 5

SP _. RT coverage!

Envesﬂng
Plymouth and Canton.

n..

T T T e

Detroit Edison is planning 87 million in upgrades to the electrical
system in Plymouth and Canton. Work has already begun. Once
completed, it will provide improved reliability for years to come. _ §
We'll be: ' o
* Repairing or replacing hundreds of transformers, fuses, i
lightning arresters and other pieces of equipment.

« Trimming thousands of trees to reduce power outages.
* Replacing or reconductoring miles of overhead power lines.

* Inspecting thousands of utility poles to identify and correct
potential probiems.

* Rebalancing the area’s electrical system to prevent overloaded
electrical circuits.

This is all a part of our ongoing commitment to deliver the energy
our customers need, when they need it — today, tomorrow and
into the future.

‘We have deep roots in thf: commumty h
why we-are proud to watch' e :
And, i¢’s why we contmue ta _ook for new Wayj
improve health care for you and your nezgh
In the last three years alone, Cakwood Anaap
Hospital has invested more than $25 million in
medical campus with an additiopal $10 millic
this yeat alone. Why ate we doing all of th
I’s simple. We beheve that in order for you.
better, we must t00. A new Birthmg Cente
Outpatient Surgery Center, a Zero Wait emerge
' toom and advanced’ dzagnostm imaging sér
to name 2 few. See for yourself why moré 3
more people aré ‘saying, My Community
. Hosp:tai My Annapolis.” .

For information on Detroit Edison programs, products and services,

call 800.477.4741.
or visit my.dteenergy.com.

..+ Formore mEormauon:or fora refezral toan Oak
o Annapclis physici _vzsu: www.oakwoo
* or call 800- 43-WELL

B'I‘EEnergw

ﬁﬁi?’e%iEdE&ﬁ% ey
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The Power of Your Community  e=DTE®"
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FROM PAGE Al

weapon to destroy people,
me specifically,” he added.

Corriveau said from Day
1in Lansing, Republicans
put a “tremendous amount
of votes and amendments”
on bills aimed directly at the
freshman lawmaker, putting
him in an unenviable posi-
tion when he seeks re-elec-
tion.

“I'm the number one
guy, Ground Zerp,” said
Corriveau, who believes the
20th House seat is high on
the list for Republicans in
2008. “They can'’t believe
they lost this seat, and I’'m
convinced they will do what
they believe is in the best
interest of getting the seat
back”

Not surprisingly, DeRoche
thinks Corriveau is just
showing his true colors.

“Marc Corriveau is a
liberal Democrat, and he
wanted to raise taxes,” said
DeRoche, a Republican from
Novi. “He simply wanted
the Republicans to do it
for him, but we are prinei-
pally opposed. Democrats
dragged us through 18 days
and nights to save Marc
Corriveau from himseif.

“Lansing has enough
money and should be more
respectful of taxpayers,”
he added. “Representative
Corriveau has to answer to

his district.”

Corriveaun said he knows
he’ll be criticized for voting
in favor of the income tax
hike. .

“But now I can stand b
it because it was part of the

- solution, that’s left up to the
leadership. I get to vote on
the solution.”

 tax on services such as ski-

believes Corriveau is “whin-

FORD

*.FROM PAGE A1

in myself like ‘what’s going
0 n?”}

As Canton resident Patti
Miller loaded a few Rite Aid
shopping bags intc her trunk
on Tuesday, she said the end
result of the project will be
worth dealing with the batch of
orange barrels blockingone of

.the store’s entrances.

“As they build out more on

Get on the ball,

Ford (west of Canton Center)
it has become necessary,” she
said. “It's always congested
here so this is a good thing.”

In addition to funding this
project, the DDA is expected to
install more mast arm-mount-
ed traffic signals at other major
Ford Road intersections before
the end of next year.

“Ideally, we would like to
have it done by spring,” Salla
said.

tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

) coveragel

Patterson said. “It’s hardball
politics. Marc Corriveau has
been given all sorts of bills
about which he knows noth-
ing; he has gotten public

solution,” he said.
“I don’t get to craft the

Ags for the 6-percent sales
able position. Isn’t that play-
ing politics?” '

Bill Ballenger, pub-
lisher of Inside Michigan
Politics, said it’s no surprise
Corriveau is.being targeted
because he won a seat the
Republicans were counting-
‘on last November,

“For somebody to win in
that district as a Democrat,
they have to vote more like
what they think the majority
of people in their distriet is
than their own conscience,”
Ballenger said, - ’

“He put himself in a
bad light in that district
by taking the vote he did,
voting for one tax increase,

ing, investment advice and
palm reading, Corriveau said
lobbyists took center stage in
helping to craft the list.
“There were interest _
groups very, very involved in
making that list,” Corrivean -
said, '
“I didn’t like it.”
State Sen. Bruce
Patterson, R-Canton
Township, is a former
member of the House who

ing” about the political
aspects both of the job and
of being a target.

“What did he think; he
was going to kindergarten?”

acts because he’s in a vulner-

THE CORRIVEAU FILE

B Who: State Rep. Marc Corriveau
B Where: 20th District (Plymouth, Northville, Wayne and part of Canton)
¥ When: Elected November 2006; serving first term
B Background: Lawyer with family firm in Northville, he ran (and lost} in
2004 before winning the term-limited seat fast year. Surprise pick, since
the district has been Republican stronghold for decades. '
M Votes: Voted yes on income tax increase; voted no on service taxes;
voted no on teacher health care reform

Py

- but not the other. He

- to be the guy who goes to

instead voting “for what’s: .

was careful, but not best for my district.”

entirely. “Some political people
“All he had to do was vote  think it’s foolish, and I will

the way the Republicans go down because I refuse to

did, and then they couldn’t
blame him for marching
lock-step to (Gov. Jennifer)
Granholm,” Ballenger
added. - ‘
Corriveau said he wants

play the game people detest,”
he said. '

“If I continue to maintain
my conscience in making
decisions for this district,
and 'm asked not to come
back, I'm OK with that.”
Lansing and doesn’t get

wrapped up in politics, tbruscato@hometownlife.com

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property.
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or
Shurgard TRS, Inc. wiil gonduct sale(s) ot Public Storage located
at 2101 Haggerty Rd Canton MI 48187 (734)981-0303 on 10/30/07 .
at 12:00 pm. Sales are for cash only. Removal within 24 hours. For
sale and storage units in which rent and fees are past due,

Personal property described below in the matter of;

3042 ~ Dianne Croskey — Sofa, 10 Boxes, 5 Bags

4064 — Christopher Peters — Dresser, Table, 5 Boxes

4270 ~ Lisa Young — 10 Totes, 10 Boxes, Misc Items

5029 — Cleopatra Peck — 4 Bikes, Lawnmower, Refrigerator
5240 — Debra Charnoske - Keyhoard, Air compressor, Toolbox
6212 — Bharti Washington — Kids Bike, Computer, 30 Boxes
6221 - Clare Pratt ~ 20 Boxes, Misc Items

" Publigh: October 11 & 18, 2007
. OELBSE22TS — 22 5

" CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
augiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and andio tapes of printed materials heing considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meetingfhearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services.
shotld contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing er
calling the foHowing:

DPavid Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S, Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Publish: Oetober 11, 2007 .
. . OEOBSETTIZ - 225
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&73 5. Maln 51 « Flymouth, M 48170
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and fees are past due.

Publish: October 11 & 18, 2007

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property.
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage
(formerly Shurgard) located at 41889 Joy Rd Canton MI 48187
(734)254-0243 on 10/30/07 at 11:00 am. Sales are for cash only.
Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which rent

Personal property described below in the matter of:

1006 — Ray Miller — Air Conditioner, 5 Boxes, Misc Items
3051 — Henry Klann — Air Hockey Table, Bike, Dresser
4001 — Robert Kozak — Tool Box, Shop Vae, Misc Items
4058 — Jeff Johngon - Table, 4 Chairs, Portable TV

5079 - Bruce Hinman — Boat, Trialer, 50 Boxes

9154 — Daphani Dent ~ 10 Boxes, Couch, Love Seat

9166 -~ Tina Vanhorn - Dresser, Lamp, Misc Items

DEDBG220Z - 2x2.6

2007 for the following:

or the provision of services.

Publish: October 11, 2007

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed
bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, October 25,

CANTON COMMUNITY RESOURCE GUIDE AND
CALENDAR - PRINTING & MAILING

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on
our website at wwwcanton-miorg, or you may contact Mike
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All hids must be submitted in a sealed
envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company name,
address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening.
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

OE08561926 - 2x3

513 9ﬂaai

USDA CHOICE
BOMELESS BEEF

CHUCK
ROAST

JUMBO o

CANTALOUPE
EACH

:-:; _ .
NABISCO
CHIPS AHOY!
COOKIES

ALL VARIETIES
10.6-16012.

CUISINE

ENTREES -
ALL VARIETIES
5.25-11.501
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Penn State doctorate

Bethany C. Bray, daughter
of John and Paula Bray of
Belleville, was
awarded her
Ph.D. from The
Pennsylvania
State
University in
human devel-
opment and
family stud-
ies on Aug,.

18. Bethany is
a1997 graduate of Plymouth
Salem High School. She
received her B.8. from The
University of Michigan-
Dearborn and went on to
receive her M.S. and M.A.S,
from Penn State, Currently she
is the assistant director of the
Methodology Center at Penn
State in State College, Pa.

Bray

Ready for raffle

Time is winding down fo purchase raffle tickets for the Plymouth-Canton Marching Band's ‘Music and Motion'
fund-raiser. The drawing is set for 6 p.m. Saturday at the Great Lakes Invitational band competition on

the P-CEP varsity football field, The winner gets a recreational vehicle of his or her choice from Plymouth
Motorsports in Plymouth, co-sponsors of the raffle. Choices include a 2007 Yamaha ¥ Star Silverado, 2007
Yamaha YX Sport WaveRunner, 2007 Yamaha Raptor 700R and a 2008 Yamaha Phazer snowmobile with
trailer. Tickets will be available for sale at Plymouth Motorsports, Lowe’s in Canton and at the Salem football
game on Friday; atGreko Printing on Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth on Thursday; and at GLi on Saturday all day

MSU graduate :

Canton resident Scott Foess
graduated with honors from
Michigan State University in
August, placing in the top 10
percent of his class. The 2003
graduate of Salem High School
is the son of Barbara and David
Foess of Canton.

While at MSU, Foess partici-

stores
open Friday
and Saturday

at
am

Now through Monday, October 22, 2007

 extra 20% off

a single sale price apparel
or fine jewelry item

Now through Monday, October 22, 2007

extra 20% of f

a single sale price apparel
or fine jewelry iter

Now through Mondiay, October 22, 2007

extra 20% off

a single sale price appare!
or fine jewelry item

. by NMSCs,

ON CAMPUS

pated in MBS
(Multicultural
Business
Students),
was a MBS
executive
board member,
and traveled
to Atlanta,
New York, and
Chicago for
MBS corporate site visits. He
was also an accounting tutor
for two years, and participated
in intramural volleyball and
soccer. During his sopho-
more year, he was a member
of Tower Guard, an honorary
student organization for the
top five percent of the class
and MSU’s oldest organiza-
tion. Last summer, he studied
abroad in South Africa.

Foess is currently attending

Foess

the University of Detroit Mercy

School of Law, where he was
the recipient of the “Dean’s
Scholarship.”

National Merit -
Scholarship semifinalists

A number of local students
were named semifinal-
ists in the 2008 National
Merit® Scholarship Program.
They were among 16,000
Semifinalists in the 53rd
annual

National Merit Scholarship
Program. These academically
talented high school seniors
have an oppertunity to contin-
ue in the competition for some
8,200 Merit Scholarship®
awards, worth $34 million,
that will be offered next spring.

To be considered for a
Merit Scholarship award,
Semifinalists must advance
to the Finalist level of the
competition by fulfilling sev-
eral requirements. Aboit 90
percent of the Semifinalists
are expected to attain Finalist
standing, and approximately
half of the Finalists will be
selected as Merit Scholarship -
winners, earning the Merit
Scholar® title.

NMSC, a not-for-profit orga-
nization that operates without
government assistance, was
‘established in 1955 specifi-
cally to conduct the annual
National Merit Progranm. - -~

the program are underwritt
funds and
approximately 500 business
organizations and higher edu-
cation institutions that share
NMSC’s goals of honoring the

nation’s scholastic champions

and encouraging the pursuit of -

academic excellence,

Those from Canton High
‘School Katherine Lu, Xin-Kan
Su, George R. Wasylyshyn, ...
Wenxin K. Zhu. Those from’

_is also a dancer and rapper.
* " The H.T. Ewald Foundatio
Scholarships awarded through, (

.site at www.ewaldfoundation.
" Org.

Plymouth Christian Academy

are John P. Lutz. Those from y
Plymeouth High School are i
Aaron J. Goodman, Jessica - K
J. Lin, Emily 8. Movsesian,

Theodore M. Wakar and

Siyang Yu. Those from Salem

. High are Ryan C. Hoffman and
Yuhan Zhao.

Canton students awarded
scholarships

Helen Merenda of Canton
and Rohen Shah of Canton
were named recipients of
the H. T. Ewald Foundation

" scholarship in August at

the Country Club of Detroit’
in Grosse Pointe Farms.
Scholarship recipients were
chosen based on their overall

. scholarship record, leadership

abilities, community work,
character and financial need:
Eleven scholarships were
awarded for 2007,

- Merenda graduated from
Plymouth Canton Educational
Park. While in high school,
she was an exchange student
in Germany for one year and
a member of National Honors
Society. Her community ser-
vice activities included working
with Habitat for Humanity,
coaching athletes in the Special
Oiympics, volunteering in
senior residential centers dnd
serving as an aid in a kinder-
garten classroom. Merenda
plays the piano and flute and
takes ballet, tap and jazz at
Dancin’ Feet dance studio.

She will further her education

at the University of Michigan

- Residential College studying:

linguisties and biochemistry.
Shah graduated valedicto- 5,

rian with a 4.11 grade point -+«

average from Plymouth Canton

.- Education Park, He will attend

the University of Michigan to
study medicine, A national AP
Scholar, he was president of

the National Honor Society,
secretary of the Indian Student

_Association, and member of the -

Key Club, Cross Country Team, -
Student Congress and Salsa -
Club. He has-attended classes
at University of Michigan- - .+
Dearborn and volunteered -
with the Special Olympics. He.

was founded 79 years ago
endowmentsimade by
Ewald, founider-and pre; ,
dent of the Campbell-Ewald - ..
Advertising Company, oneof '~
America’s largest advertis-

ing agencies. Scholarships are
awarded annually.

. For an application or more
information, call the H.T.

Ewald Foundation office at -
(313) 821-1278 or visit the Web.
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COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE®

For the store nearest you, call 1-800-233-7626 or vislt us at bonton.com.
Bargain Days Sale prices effective now through Monday, October 22, 2007,
Merchandiss, style and cofor avallahfifty may vary by siore. [14290C]

Shop Laure! Park Place and Village of Rochester Hills
Friday and Saturday 9-9.

400 B GHARD cam

ION DAY

LOOK AHEAD LAYAWAY

SAVE!; 20%

frrap® Offer! Deteils In-store or on-line

Layaway “H December With 25% Down
B0 Curinum Litle Eves Won't Find Thelr Giftg! §

der 30,000 Quality Toys, Dolls & Activities

d 3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115
; Mon-Wed 10-5:30, Thu 10-8:30, Fri & Sat 10-5:30
trictions. Complete detallsfexclusions in store or visit wwiv.dollhospital.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in accordance with Public Act 331 (19686), as amended.

Schocleraft College announces that the financial audit for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2007, has been completed by Plante & Moran,
LLP, Scuthfield, Michigan. It has been presented to the College
Board of Trustees and has been accepted by them. -

Notice is herchy given that the audit is available for public
inspection in the Office of the Vice President and Chief Financial
Officer in the McDowell Center at the College, 18600 Haggerty
Road, Livonia, Michigan, on weekdays, between the hours of 8:00
am.-4:00 p.m.

Jili F. 0'Sullivan
Vice President and CFO

Fubligh: October 11, 2007
OE0REE00H3 - BAE
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Plyfneuth and Canton’s
\ ~ ‘hometown heaith plan,

Is your HMO in transition? Then take a look
- atBlue Care Network. Your neighbors in i
| | - 'Plymouth, Canton, and all over Michigan have
trusted us for years. And we offer the biggest '
network you'll find anywhere, with more
. doctors and hospitals — including yours.

It's the friendly hometown service and great

| - careyou're used to. And now, it’s there for you L
in even more places, in and out of state, Talk 1

‘ | | to your doctor or visit MiBCN.com/chooseblue
to learn more. ’

i
“

EA

Blue Care Network of Michigan Is a nonprofit corporation and '
independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Biue Shield Association, ‘

i

N




Page A8 (C)

Thursday, Dctober 1, 2007 The Cbserver & Ezcentric Newspapers

OUR VIEWS

District should
move elections

In discussing the idea of moving the Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education elections from May to November, to
coincide with other elections in the municipalities that make
up the school district, board members have used reasons
ranging from (and we’re paraphrasing here) “with the super-
intendent search and the budget redesign, we don* have
time” to “the political parties would control the elections and
we wouldn't get the nght kind of people to run.”

Those reasons range in degree of behevablhty from naive to
disingenuous.

The issue has come up again because former board presi-

. dent Mark Horvath of Canton is running an online petition
seeking enough signatures to convince the current board to
make the move. Shifting the school board election from its
current May slot to November could save, by the district’s
own estimates, some $100,000 every two years.

The board had previously considered, and discarded, the
idea. When asked about it recently, board president Judy
Mardigian said the board has other priorities, and the sug-
gestion would almost certainly not come up.for any sort of
vote before the Dec. 31 deadline to move the 2008 election.

We think that’s a mistake.

Moving the election to November was one of the options
the Michigan Secretary of State urged districts to consider
when they took control of the elections away from school dis-
tricts and gave it to local municipal clerks.

The district has spent more than $186,000 on its last three
board elections (and that doesn't count the $98,000 they
spent on the special bond election in February). Local clerks
have indicated they wouldn'’t charge the district if its elections
fell in line with their own.

FEven if the district’s own estimates are inflated, there’s
still a significant cost savings to achieve here, and the district
should take advantage of it. The argument board members
have made that political parties would step in and control a
November election, or that a November election would fail
to draw “the kind of people who héve come up through the
system and have served on district committees,” seems weak,
particularly in a district where the unions have basically con-
trolled the outcome for years.

The other problem — what to do with the terms of current
board members — is an equally easy fix. All it would take,
according to the Secretary of State, would be a motion to
extend the terms of current board members.

To us, this is a no-brainer. Moving the election to November
would save the district money and increase voter partici-
pation (school board elections generally draw single-digit
participation, while general elections are more like 60-75
percent).

The board should move on this before Dec: 31, and let the
savings begin.

Budget wrangling not over

If you thought efforts to reach the state budget agreement
were troublesome, hold on. Chaos is about to ensue,

While the governor and legislators touted the agreement,.

the fact is it's only a temporary, continuation budget. A pex-
manent agreement must be reached by the end of the month.
If reaction to the taxes agreed upon is any indication, things
are about to get a whole lot more rancorous as legislators try
to cut $440 million from the budget.

An increase in the state income tax from 3.9 percent to
4.35 percent and an extension of the state 6-percent sales tax
to some services passed with the narrowest of margins.

Many legislators made their votes with an eye on potential

voter backlash, including aggressive threats of recalls by anti-

tax groups.

The Legislature has khown that passing a budget that
addressed the state’s revenue and spending problems was its
No. 1 priority, and yet real forward motion came down to 2

hectic weekend that included a threatened shurtdown of state -

services and careful deals to protect vulnerable legislators
from voter wrath.

The results of all this drama are inconclusive. I a speech
last week in Troy, Tom Clay of the respected nonpartisan
Citizens Research Council pointed to two problems with the
agreement, the phasing out of the income tax increase back
to 3.9 percent by 2015 without reference to economic condi-
tions and the uneven and arbitrary application of the new tax
on services.

A movement within and outside the Legislature is already
making headway on working toward repeal of the service tax
that goes into effect Dec. 1. We question a tax that exempts
golf fees but taxes skiing, among other arbitrary decisions.
Crities also complain that the tax penalizes some services

that are important to the state’s economic recovery. Speaker-

of the House Andy Dillon has floated the idea of a ballct
proposal to raise the sales tax to 7 percent across the board in
return for reducing the tax on services and giving homeown-
ers a bigger income tax credit.

Moving forward, it is important that the Legislature 1den-
tify areas where substantive reforms can be made, including
state health care and pension programs and the Department
of Corrections.
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Don't take naysayers seriously

I find it interesting that those who are
calling for the head of Gov. Granholm for
the recent tax increases say nothing nor
give realistic solutions or ideas to fix our
budget shortfall, They utier the same old
tired mantra, no taxes, and slice to bal-
ance the budget. Never have I heard what
exactly the people of Michigan should cut
to fix this fiscal mess we are in. All the
Republican Party can give us is “I'm in the
minority. It is not my problem.” i

The current fiscal mess we are in is
the result of a shrinking domestic auto

industry coupled with tax cuts that were
' probably more than what the state could

afford for the future. This is not the fault
of our governor.

Again, what should we cut? Education?
Roed repair? Environment? Universities?
State police? Until we get some answers
10 these questions, we simply cannot take
these naysayers'seriously. Please do not
ask me to recall Gov. Granholm.

Khalil S. Kandah

Canton

Unions should reach out

Believe it or not this is not an anti-
union letter. I hope this helps the unions
walke up and realize they need to serve a
new purpose. ' ‘

As the global economy brings more
competition against the U.S. labor mar-
ket, the unions need to reach out and level

the playing fields. Instead of negotiating

10 keep jobs in an unequal labor market
they should be fighting to balance the .
market globally!

For example, one of the top reasons
U.S. companies are moving jobs out of
the U.S. is because our laborers cost too
rauch. Well this is a fine example of the
unions doing their jobs right! They fought
hard for good wages for American work-
ers. They fought hard for good benefits
including health care and retirement
packages, and the unions should be proud
of all these achievements, But now théy
cannot sit back and try to save what they
have achieved. There are some very simple
laws of econotnics at work here, the goal
of corporations is to maximize profits and
equity for their shareholders! Plain and
simple. And many of these shareholders
are American investors or retirement
funds entrusting their own savings to
these corporations. In order to achieve
this the corporate leaders must reduce
expenses and improve their product lines.
So when they see cheaper labor, they are
going to use it. T don't blame them.

This being said, now the unions must
change their tact and focus their energies
on the new labor forces of the world, as
well as changing the labor force here in
the U.S. The unions must fight for higher
wages, health care benefits, retirement
and safe working and living conditions
in other countries. Once the gains begin
there, the cost of doing business will
level out across the world. Additionally,
American laborers have always been
1auded as innovative and determined.
Unions must help the existing labor force
transform themselves into a labor force
for new products and services, Provide
skills-enhancement training to all labor-
ers, make research and development the
number one target for U.S. jobs in all sec-
tors. With this the U.S. will remain strong
and vital in the global economy, bringing

LETTERS

new products and services, which are
more profitable to the world, while main-
taining wages, benefits and retirements.
This is a win-win for everyone. The
corporations get vibrant innovative work

- forces, and thelaborers of the world come

up to higher standard of living, So unions
please stop fighting a losing battle here in
America, and fight for the workers of the
world!

Rich Ham-Kucharski
Canton

Move election

It's amousing to see that I am siill
the focus of so much angst among the
Plymouth-Canton school establishment.
I'm not surprised, as I was the only school
board candidate earlier this year to pub-
liely support Novemnber elections, and
I'm glad to see this common-sense idea is
gaining traction with the public.

The school board has until Dec. 31
to allow November elections starting
in 2008. That decision could be simply
motioned up and voted on at any time. No
public body is ever so busy that they don’t
have the time to act on a simple thotion,
and for anyone to suggest otherwise is
laughable.

The issue is not partisanship. The
political parties and unions were involved
in school board races long before I moved
10 Plymouth-Canton, as they have every
right to be.

The issue is control. It’s no secret that
some would rather have elections in the
dead of winter or early May when the
“right people” can run and the “right peo-
ple” get out to vote. Control the process
and you control the outcome.

As I said throughout my school board
race, there is an unfortunate disconnec-
tion between our school board and the
public it serves. Failed bond elections,
hiring Lansing pollsters to gange pub-
lic opinion, and the board’s refusal to
appoint the third-place finisher to this
year's vacant position (ignoring the will of
both local papers and nearly 2,500 voters)
are all examples of this problem.

The board’s failure to move élections to
November may turn this disconnection
into a chasm. November elections would
save money, bring more public attention
to the school board race, and far greater
participation in the process. Wouldn't you
rather have school board members elected
with a 60 percent voter turnout thdn 6
percent?

Message to the establishment: This is
not about me. November elections are
about saving money for our kids and
classrooms, electoral fairness, and more
public involvement.

What are they afraid of?

~ Kurt L. Heise
Plymouth Townshig

Cut benefits for legisiators

Since May 23, HB4580 and HCR26
have been sitting in a Michigan Senate
committee not moving. HB4580 passed
the House as an elimination of legacy.
benefits to legislators. They currently are
covered for life after they leave office.
HCR26 is a 5-percent pay reduction
across the board for all legislators.

When we asked Sen. Mike Bishop’s
office why the Senate Government
Operations and Reforms Committee had
not taken up these bills since May 23 and

passed them, we were told by his office
that they were too busy working on bud-
get issues to take this into committee.
When I reminded them that this was a
budget issue and could have immediate
effects, T was told they would get back to

us. Everyone call Sen. Bishops office and

demand this be taken up in committee -

immediately (they meet weekly). Demand -

this be part of this budget package. Also

demand this take effect for current legis~

lators, not just future elected officials.
This would help balance the budget.
Rep. LaJoy’s office was very help-

~ fulin helping research this. Sen. Bruce

Patterson’s office never replied to phone
calls por answered e-mails on the subject
except to write “how many times do we
have to tell you?”

Contact Sen. Bishop at (517) 373-2417
or via e-mail at senmbishop@senate.
michigan.gov.

" A, Hudak
. Canton-_ ‘

Keep term limits
Short-term memory is tantamount to a

non-learning experience. Too many have-
forgotten that we had already allowed

politicians embedded in the bowels of the .
hallowed halls to become careerists. They

were unfathomable failures and itled to
the public demand for term limits.

Term limits is not a failure. We have
failed it. The failure lies in the fact that
when its legislation was drawn and the
wagons were circled a gap was left open.
This kept the space open for the pogo
stick syndrome.

Thus the careerists could continue to ,
jump from one political entity to another.
The hue and ery that we have too many
begmners in the Legislature is a false

" premise. What we really have are too,
- many who have jumped from one political

body to another and know the ropes only
too well. The pathetic part of this story -
is that they become scon elected again
in another branch because an apathetic
public doesn’t judge them on their compe-
tence but on their name recognition. *
This is the other gap between wagons
which was left in the Michigan law and
which has tended to make it ineffective .
relative to its original intention.

The concept that we need experience in -

the Legislature is an erronecus premise
not backed by legislative history.

George M. Haddad
Frankiin

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number

for verification. We ask that your letters be 400

words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
ang content.

Mail:

Letters fo the editor
Canton Observer
1100 South Main
Plymouth, Mi 48170

Fax:
{734) 459-4224

E-mail;
kkuban@hometowniife.com

QUOTABLE

“It's an area we definitely‘have to look at, but with everything we have going on with the superintendént's search
and budget redesign, it's not at the forefront right now ... There are other ways to garner savings in the election
area, and the board will have to look at the options.”

- Judy Mardigian, school board president, on the possibility the board will take up a meotion to move electlons to
November
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'NeWSpapers play a
vital role in keeping
government open

Editor's note: The fotlowing column is
being printed in recognition of Naticnal
Kewspaper Week, Oct. 7-13, and the
importance of ensuring cpen govern:
ment.

My mom used to have a small,
three-legged
woaden stoal.

I don’t remem-
beér the stool
being used for
any-reason, just
something to set
a newspaper or
magazine on for a
minute.

It was small
and thus not
sturdy encugh to hold anything
of weight.

But no matter if it was strong
and sturdy, the three-legged ~
stool was no good if something
happened to one of the legs. It
couldn’t stand on just two.

You're probably already won-
dering what a three-legged stool
has to do with the newspaper
business,

Open government is a three-
legged stool.

It takes open meetings.

Tt takes open records.

it takes public notices.

Any of the three being absent
you don’t really have open gov-
ernment,
© I'would wager that the news
side of néwspapers thinks all of
government can be “open” if just
its meetings and records are Kept
public. And I would wager an
equal amount that the advertis-
ing/business side would argue
without public notices, govern-
ment really can't be open.

In reality, they are hoth right.

It takes all three. Together, If
one of the three is missing, any
one of the three, open govern-

ment is off-balance.

OPEN MEETINGS

Much can go on behind closed
doors and much does. The law
gives public agencies the right to
enter into closed meetings under
certain conditions. The law
limits the presence of people at

those meetings and nothing can

be finalized. Any final action

must be done in public. ‘
Open meetings also give the

citizens the right to speak on a

‘particular subject. Much like

lobbying in some respect but the

-comments play an important

part of a public agency’s deci-
sions on most items.

OPEN RECORDS .

“Much like open meetings, most
records are open. Those records
can be closed to the public-
under certain conditions but the
records aré important for a vari-
ety of reasons. -

Often, government records .
will reveal what has happened
behind thé seenes, with agencies’
trying to restrict knowledge of -
what has happened in certain
situations. Maybe it's a financial
settlement with a fired public
agency employee Maybe it’s what
happened in a court proceeding. |
Maybe it’s just simple communi-
cations between agencies.

Open records are much more
than that, [ know, but open
records are an important part of
that three-legged stool.

PUBLIC NOTICES

These probably get over-
looked when compared to open
meetings and open records.
Newspaper editorial depart-
ments won't understand the
reason for them, why govern-
ment agencies should pay to .
have information published.
Newspaper ad departments will
favor this one over open meet-
ings and open records. Those
are good but with public notices
certain information has to be
published and that information
could be very revealing.

On their own, each is impor-
tant and each plays a role in
open government — government
of the people, for the people and
by the people. True open govern-~
ment can only be open with the
three-legged stool in perfect bal-
ance.

. David T. Thompson Is executive director

of the Kentucky Press Association.

day, beautiful upscale con-
dos and a new shopping plaza
are going up to grace the
west and east corners of Five Mile
and Sheldon roads in Northville
Township.

Yet memories of 1solatmn, human
warehousing, neglect and abuse
come to mind when I pass this
intersection. This isn’t a case of
an overindulgent imagination, but
rather documented cases of abuse
that took place on this site to some
of our community’s most vulner-
able people — people
with developmental
disabilities.

Ironically and
pathetically, the
name of this institu-
tion of abuse was the
Plymouth Center For
Human Development
(PCHD). It wag part
of “care” provided
by the Michigan
Depa.rtment of'Mental Health that
I would later lead under Gov James
Blanchard.

The PCHD was out of 51ght and
out of mind for many in the metro
area. Today, with I-275 and M-14
humming just a stone’s throw away,
it is difficult to imagine that this
corner was once part of the Michigan
countryside when this state-of-the-
art institution opened in 1960 and
had as many as 1,200 people housed
there at its peak in 1970.

The conventional wisdom at the
time from the “professional help
community” was if your child was
“disabled,” give them up to the state.
Why anyone would think the state
was a better caregiver seems bizarre
now, but that was the common wis-
dom not that many years ago. “Give
up your disabled child and get on
with your life” was the refrain.

As anation and a state, our history

. of care for people with disabilities

was vile and ugly. While we have
come so very far, there are places in
our state today that you would not
want your loved one to be “placed”
by the state.

Why bring up this unseemly his-
tory, you ask? Because “Those who

_ cannot remember the past are con-
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demned to repeat it” wrote poet a,nd
phﬂosopher George Santayana in
1905.

“You must be the change you wish -
to see in the world.” — Mahatma
Gandhi

Last month, I witnessed just how
far we have come from this cor-
ner of abuse while attending the

annual Friends of Community Living

Services, Evening with Friends
Awards Ceremony. The evening was :
a celebration of the freedom that
persons with disabilities have gained
over the years. It was a major dose
of adrenaline that made the nearly
1,000 attendees trumpet the value
of their friends and family members
who happen to have a disability and
are there to help provide support.

First there were the “old warriors,”
Alice Saules and Mary Davis, found-
ers of the parents and advocates
group who have been fighting for
freedom and dignity for their chil-
dren and countless others for many
decades. Today, people with disabili-
ties are living in their own apart-
ments and own homes with friends
they chose to live with, are working
at jobs they choose and have created
their own businesses.

Saules and Davis and many other
parents fought the system so that
people with disabilities could live
with dignity and respect in their -
community, not isolated from it.
They laid the foundation and others
built the homes and hope.

If there ever was a cure for depres-
sion or being a sourpuss, it was -
attending this event. The triumph
over adversity, love, friendship and
pure, raw human decency wrapped
itself aroynd you every second dur-
ing this celebration of life, dignity
and respect.

My personal evening highlight
came in meeting Oak Park resident
David Taylor. Taylor, the energetic
and outgoing advocate, told me a
vear ago he would not be recog-
nizable from the man he is today
because he was so0 Wlthdrawn and
depressed.

‘Today, he is a confident young
man who invests his time as a moti-
vational speaker and advocate for
people in need. And what a moti-

'Prowqu du;mty to people W|th disabilities

“ vation he is! His mentor, Dr, Alex
Baily, the recently retired Oak Park
Schools superintendent, has helped
give David the support, encourage-
ment, love and friendship to help .
polish David into a“true diamond

in the rough” who shines bright and
stands tall today. Amazing what we
are capable of doing with a little help
from our friends!

The man who captured the essence
of human decency and brought tears
to my eyes for his humility and sense
of human decency was Lake Orion
resident Joe Johnson, the outreach
coprdinator and lead trainer at
Community Media Network, located
in Troy.

Johnson has trained hundreds
of community members in video
production. When people with dis-
abilities signed up for his class, he
did not create a “special” segregated
class for these men, but enthusiasti-
cally included them in his “regular”
class. The fact that Johnson has the
active support.of H. Jay Wiencko Jr.,

“executive director, just adds icing to"
the cake of human decency.

In accepting his award, Joe said he
was honored and, like all before him
that had given: so much of themselves -
to be a friend, he felt he received
much more than he gave.

Yet it was the simple truth that
had the greatest wallop o me and
the hundreds in'the audience when
he graciously accepted his award and
said, “I long for the day that common
human decency to our fellow man,
being kind, thoughtful and giving
to ALL people is the norm and not
somethmg to be smgled out for rec-
ognition.”

Yes, Joe, it will be a great day of -

_celebration when that day comes
but, until then, thank you and
Commumty Media Network for help-
ing to set the stage and lead the way
for us all!

Remember, dlgnlty is nothing
more than the freedom of allowing
peaple to be themselves.

Tom Watkins served as Michigan's state
superintendent of schools from 2001-05 and
was Michigan's mental health director under -
Gov. Jim Blanchard from 1986-90. He can be’
reached at {dwatkins@aol.com.
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| TOLN TN THE FUN! HELP FUNP A CURE.

13000195 Begt Rectarypants Come to YOUL
Third Annual

Livonis

GRUB CRAWL

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2007
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
at
St. Mary’

'-"CROHN’S & COLITIS

FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

HECONGRATULATIONSHI
Michigan Chapter Walk raised..
over $190,000 with over 1700
peopie in affendance. _

Qur sincere thanks 16 all
participonts, volunteers and
generous cofporate sponsors.

s Cultural Center
Located on Merriman, between Six and Seven Mile

$20 per person

Buy one ticket to eat at many of Livonia’s best restaurants in one night!

-Saturday, September 8, 2007
Maybury State Park
20145 Beck Road

" Northville, Michigan

Presenting Sponsors: Participating Restanrants:

Buca di Beppo
7~ Burba’s Family Restaurant
\N-//B Carlson Catering
Embassy Suites
- The Finnish Center - -
- George Murphy s at the Creek
Jimmy John's Sandwiches
joe's Produce
Joe’s Sub Shop -
Luigi’s Pizza & Subs
Munchies Pizza

HONORARY WALK CHAIRPERSONS

Special Appearance by

,”brlght house

NETWDRKS

Gurs &

GLory™
Walk.

SPONSORS

o DONATE TO THE WALK

go to michigan.cefa.org

"THE .
; Rose Catering
Obsorver (s Eecentri Shanahan’s Pilb
_ Sorella’s Homemade Bakery
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Steve’s Family Dining
Time Too Savor

L:mrtad Tickets Fvailable at:

Livonia Chamber of Commerce
33233 Five Mile Road * 734-427-2122
Salmon@Livonia.org

. @@ Centocor

. nE .
®@baerner & Ecventric

e SENHPATERS
HOMETOWNLIFE SOM

Thad, Fhed fivar,

. ¥ ?J {;:-', N .
| Orchard Pediarrics, P.C. y EWeightWatchers
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