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surprise her brother’s unit.

East kids
nitch in for
soldiers

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

When 11-year-old Daniel
VandenBerg noticed the table
set up in his East Middle
School social studies class to
collect supplies for soldiers in
Iraq was bare, he decided to
try and get the ball rolling by
donating a couple of big packs
of gum.

“I just wanted to put some
stuff on the table so other
kids would be encouraged to
put more,” said VandenBerg,

a sixth-grader from Canton,
“The pile grew and grew and
grew, and now it’s really huge.
It shows we really care for the
people who are out there fight-
ing for us.”

As aresult, the project begun
by students after a discussion
on core democratic values
— specifically the one on corn-
mon good — resulted in several
dozen boxes being shipped
Friday to Delta Company,
1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry
Regiment in Baqubah, Iraq.

The platoon of American
soldiers includes teacher
Melissa Mosquera’s 19-year-old
brother, Pvt. Justin Judkins of
Canton.

“We decided that since my
brother is there, we would send
the supplies to his platoon, -

‘election to November to save as much

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

East Middle School social studies/ianguage arts teacher Melissa Mosquera holds a photograph of her brother, Pvt, Justin '
Judkins of Canton, who is currently in [raq. Her social studies sixth-grade class has been collecting items to send and

re packages

East Middie Scheol sixth-graders Ariana Bekiri {left to right), Jenna Nutter
and Jessica Prieskorn pack a box for the soidiers in Iraq with their social

studies classmates.

As a result, the project-begun
by students after a discussion
on core democratic values -
specifically the one on common
good - resuited in several dozen
boxes being shipped Friday to
Delta Company, 1st Battalion,
12th Cavalry Regiment in
Baqubah; Iraq.

which has about 50 soldiers,”
said Mosquera, 28, of Livonia.
“Originally, we thought we'd
send two-three bozes, but it’s
grown to about 40 as other
classes hecame involved. 1
think we’ll be able to send an
individual box to each soldier

" in the platoon.”

Those boxes are filled with

such items as Gold Bond
powder to ward off the 120-
degree heat, personal wipes
for when soldiers are on a
mission and can’t shower,
soft toilet paper, lip balm and
an assortment of snacks and
reading material.

“I think the soldiers are
donating their time to protect
our country and other coun-
tries, so we should donate to
them,” said Jessica Prieskorn,
11, of Canton, who donated
Kool-Aid Singles, wet wipes
and hand sanitizer.

“It makes me feel really
good,” added Kayla Braun,

11, also of Canton, about her
donation of hard candy, tooth-
paste and snacks. “It let’s them
know they’re helping their
country and people really care
what they're doing in Irag.”

tbruscato®hemetownlife.com
(134) 459-2700

Election s

District urged to
move board vote

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

An online petition drive to con-
vince the Plymouth-Canton Board of .
Education to move its May school board

- -as $100,000 annually is beginning to

steamroll, with hundreds of signatures
in less than a week.
Former P-CCS board president Mark

- - Horvath of Cariton Township, who
- served from 1994-98, said the money

the district saved could better be used to
improve education for kids.

“In addition to this tremendous sav-
ings, voter turnout for these very impor-
tant school elections will likely increase
from the 5-10-percent currently seen in
school elections, to 60 or 70 percent typ-
ically seen in general elections,” Horvath
said on his Web site. “For a school
district that continues to complain
that there is not enough money in the
classroom, saving the equivalent of two
teachers per year by simply changing the
day we vote, almost seems too simple.

“While this sounds simple, several
members of the school board say that
this kind of change will ‘attract the
wrong kind of candidates’ and encour-
age ‘the wrong kind of people to get

involved,” Horvath added. “Forans -
educational institution that talks about
diversity and inclusion, these types of
excuses should never be acceptable and
these folks should be ashamed to even .
make this argument.” .
Horvath said he plans to present his
petition and list of online signatures to
the school board at the Oct. 23 meeting:
Board President Judy Mardigian said -
she doubts trustees will decide by the
state’s Dec. 31 deadhne to move the elec- -
tion. ' .
“It’s an area we definitely have to look - .
at, but with everything we have going
on with the superintendent’s search and
budget redesign, it's not at the forefront .
right now,” Mardigian said. “There are
other ways to garner savings in the elec-
tion area, and the board will have to
look at the options.”
When the Board of Education demded
not to move the 2008 election, several

Please see ELECTION, AS

Canton business owners say

new tax ‘totall

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

&

A Canton weddmg planner said she’s

" ready to hit the polls in light of last

week’s controversial_ decision to expand
the services tax.

“I'm angry and my votmg will reflect
that,” said Kathy Byrum, owner of
Dream Wedding and Event Planniers,

Byrum, who's been a wedding planner
for more than five years, said she was
stunned when the Legislature and Gov.
Jennifer Granholm agreed to expand
the state’s 6-percent sales tax to a host

y unfair’

of new services inc-luding wedding plan-
ning, dating services, palm reading and
personal fitness trainers.

“Everyone in the service business is
very upset,” she said. “Not only do we
not think this is a good idea, we believe
it’s totally unfair.”

Landscaping, pay telephones, psychic
services and shoe shines are among
other services included in the tax expan-
sion, which will take effect Dec. 1.

In addition to leveling the sales tax at
dozens of previously-exempt services,

Please see NEW TAX, AS

Brooke Van Esley
is Canton High
School’s 2007
Homecoming
Queen. Her escort,
Alex Marsh, fills

in for King Mat}
Ganzak, a football
player who was

} festivities. For

e complete coverage

of the Chief's 35-22

victory over Wayne

see today's sporis

section beginning -
f with page B1.
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Gettelflnger MEA chie f talk shop at local get- together

BY JULIE BROWN
" STAFFWRITER |

Labor leaders Ron
Gettelfinger of the UAW and
Iris Salters of the Michigan
Education Association
were glad to see each other
Wednesday.

“No problem,” MEA presi-
dent Salters of Lansing said
of her drive to the Plymouth
Township home of John and
Beth Stewart for a social
gathering, “Congratulations
on your contract,” she added
to Gettelfinger regarding
the recent pact with General
Motors. “It sounds like you did
a good job.”

The gathering at the Stewart
home (John Stewart is a for-
mer state representative):gave
UAW International president
Gettelfinger and the MEA's
Salters a chance to meet union

members and
talk about the
state of orga-
nized labor in
Michigan and
elsewhere.
“We're in the
process of vot-
ing on it now,”
Gettelfinger
said of the
GM pact, approved by union
leadership with hopes to have
the nod from the rank and file
by Oct. 10. “We're very happy
with the agreement overall.

Getteffinger

We're very pleased with it.”

The pact provides a volun-

- tary employees beneficiary

assoclation (VEBA), an inde-~
pendent trust to be respon-
sible for managing a portion
of growing health care costs
for workers and retirees.
Cettelfinger’s at the table
now with Ford Motor Co. and

Chrysler to talk about contract
issues. £

“In fact, I left ea.rher today
to come here tonight,” he said.
“This is a much more pleasant

‘evenlng ’

The two labor leaders
agreed health care is a major
concern for working people
and businesses.

“Certainly it’s a problem alt
over,” Salters said. “Health
care needs to be dealt with. It
Has been ongoing in {school -
contract) discussions.”

A VEBA arrangement
wouldn't work for Michigan's
more than 500 school dis-
tricts, which are overseen by
independent school boards,
unlike anto company negotia-
tions, she said.

Gettelfinger, who noted
George W. Bush's departure
sgon from the White House,
emphasized the need for fair

Wife accused of attacking her

BY TIFFANY L, PARKS
STAFF WRITER

The legal saga between the
state and Kelly Campbell-
Baumgariner will continue

with a preliminary hearing
Friday in 35th District Court
in Plymouth,

The 46-year-old Canton
woman's case was in limbo
last month after a circuit

BARNETT
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~ Certainteed Select Shingte Roofer
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41700 Michigan Ave. » Canton » 734-397-8122
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Compromise /

ty Abatfjment

court judge tossed out a felo- .
nious assault charge against
her. That marked the second
time the state’s most serious
allegation against Camphell-

. Baumgartner was thrown out

of court.

The township woman has
been accused of injuring her
husband, 86, with a utensﬂ

. after shouting at him and )?ell-=

ing obseenities inside of Max
& Erma’s in Canton on Apri}
22. '

4

. Campbell-
Baumgartner

trade practices, adding that
during the Bush years-over- -
three million manufactur-
ing jobs have been lost, “It’s
not competition that’s bad,
it’s unfair trade agreements,”
Gettelfinger said.

He cited the unsafe toy scare
involving toys made in China.
With a unionized workforce,
there wouldi’t have beena
problem with lea;d on toys, he
said,

. *I{’s a safety concérn on

both ends,” for consumers and
workers. “We need fair trade
agreements,” he said, noting
the huge trade deficit.

“What's fair about that?
How does the United States
win?” Gettelfinger, a Canton
resident, asked.

Salters noted that manufac-

turing jobs lost in Michigan

aren’t being easily filled.
“Without having an educated .

The state will

Campbell-
Baumgartner
with charges of
domestic vio-
lence, assault
and battery

disorderly con-
duct.

During her
original pre-

- liminary hearing earlier this
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¢all for Appotntment 248-324~2222 Evening appts. available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,

Suite 150, Novi, Michi @gan 48377
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- proceed against

and drunk and |

workforee, we're not going to

- be able to attract businesses.

We're going to have to fill that
void.”

Both labor leaders watched
the budget crisis in Lansing
closely, with Gettelfinger not-
ing the UAW represents state

- workers. “It’s a2 mess, no doubt

about it,” said Gettelfinger,

‘who said he’s concerned that

Gov. Jennifer Granholm has
taken too much of the blame
for problems she inherited.
“She’s just trying to find a
way to work through them,”
he said of problems.
. Salters said the state bud-
get was balanced “on the
backs” of state teachers and
other school workers repre-
sented by her union. “So they
put at risk the Democratic
members of the House and
Senate,” she said. “It was not
a good deal.”

husband due back in

vear, William Baumgartner
testified that his wife of a few
months had not hurt him at
the restaurant but did hit him
earlier that day at their home.
Several family members
of Baumgartner, a former
longtime Plymouth resident,
have expressed concern for
his safety with Campbell-
Baumgartnér, who pleaded
guilty last year to stabbing her
mother with a fork.

“The talk wasn’t all serious,.
with time to relax and social-
ize and a dance group Boots
in Motions based in Belleville
performing outdoors on the
warm fall evening while
guests enjoyed coffee and
pumpkin and apple pie.
Gettelfinger’s busy negotiat-
Ing union contracts right
now, but paused to praise his
Canton home he shares with
wife Judy. She drives a Ford
Escape, he a Ford 500.

“For us, it's just wonderful,”
Ron Gettelfinger said of his
Canton home, bought partly
because of nearness to the
airport and excellent schools,
important for value even with-
out young children. '

“We love Canton,” he said.
“It’s a wonderful community,
continuing to grow.”

jebrown@hometownlife.com | (734) 9532111

court

“ Several family members

of Baumgartner, a former-
longtime Plymouth resident,
have expressed concern for

his safety with Campbell-

Baumgartner, who pleaded
guilty last year to stabbing her
mother with a fork,

tiparks@hometowniife.com | (734) 4552700
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* Stand as straight as possible, and keep your head up as you rake or mow.
* When it's still warm outside, avoid the heat. If you’re a morning person,
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~ “Before you rev up the lawnmower or -
reach for your rake this fall, consider the
possible consequences: upper or lower-
back strain, neck strain and pain in the

shoulders.”

The American Chiropractic Association
-~ offers the foliowing tips to help prevent

spinal problems.

» Do stretching exercises, without
bouncing, for a total of 10 to 15 minutes
spread over the course of your work. Do
knee-to-chest pulls, trunk rotations, and
side bends with hands above your head
and fingers locked. Take a short walk to
stimulate circulation. When finished with

the yard work, repeat the stretching

exercises.

s e -

SR T

IS e

/Ea’/

get the work done hefore 10 a.m. Otherwise, do your chores after 6 p.m.

* When raking, use a “scissors” stance: right foot forward and left foot back
for a few minutes, then reverse, putting your left foot forward and right foot
back.

* Bend at the knees, not the waist, as you pick up piles of leaves or grass
from the grass catcher. Make the piles small to decrease the possibility of
back strain.

+ When mowing, use your wholé body weight to push the mower. if your.
mower has a pull cord, don’t twist at the waist or yank the cord. Instead bend i
at the knees and pull in one smooth motion.

¢ Try ergonomic tools. They’re englneered to protect you when used
properly.

* Make an apppintment to see Dr. Mashike

R 'wmwm e

“Free Initial Exam

¢ Consuitation
» Posture Analysis
» Surface EMG
(Reading of Back Muscles)
¢ Spinal Palpation
s X-rays
Valued at $250 » With this coupon

Hours
M,W, TH
8:30-10:00 & 11:00-12:00

3:00-4:00 & 5:00-7:00
| TUES

5:00-6:00
Workshop 6:00-6:45
Closed FRI & SAT

care for your family.
Call Dr. Mashike for a
FREE Consuftation.
Free Posture & Stress

Tests. Oct. 13th,
1-4pm at the
| Better Health Store.
Ann Arbor Rd & Sheldon

“Dr. Adam Mashike

We accept Trmnv Heallh . llmled Health < Blue Cross ¢ AETNA ¢ PPOM e Mcare
-« Humana » Blue Care Nelwnrk * Cigna o GreatWest ~
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Positive parenting
seminar

The Canton Police
Department and Canton
Leisure Services are partner-
ing together to present their
fourth Positive Parenting
Seminar on Monday, Oct. 15,
2007, from 6-7:30 p.m., at
Canton’s Summit on the Park.

This fourth in a series
of informative parenting
seminars will feature a guest
speaker from Growth Works,
a local nonprofit agency work-
ing with youths and their
families, Topics to be dis-
cusses include peer pressure,
conflict resolution and com-
municating with your teen.
Canton Police Community
Relations Coordinator Sgt.
Deb Newsome will also update
parents on some teen-trends
going on the community, par-
ents may not be aware of.

Parents attending the pre-
sentation are also invited to
bring their children to enjoy
activities and Summit facili-
ties free of charge. Child care
will be provided in the follow-
ing manner: Ages 3 and under
will be supervised in the Kids
Corner; ages 4-6 may swim as
long as an older sibling is pres-
ent {otherwise, an alternative
activity will be provided) and
ages 7 and up are welcome to
swim. Ages and activity inten-
tions will be asked upon reg-
istration, Parents are invited
to join their kids afterward for
some famlly fun.

The seminar is free of
charge, but seating is limited.
Canton residents interested
in attending should stop by or
call the Summit front desk at
(734) 394~5460, by Oct. 10 for
reservations.

Stories from the
Shadow; o

On Oct. 17, from 6:30-8:30

p.m., the hastoncally eerie |
Cherry Hill School in Cherry
Hill Village will host Stories

from the Shadows, an evening -

of spooky.stories from a local
professional storyteller ready
to frighten and delight us with
stories of the spirit world.-
Stories at the beginning of the
evening will target younger
age groups with “not-so-
super-scary” stories ensuring
age-appropriate éntertain-
ment. Later stories will feature
scarier legends and lore more
appropriate for older audi-
ences. All children must be

accompanied by an adult. Not
recommended for children
under the age of 4.

Basically Bats

Summit on the Park
will host Basically Bats on

Thursday, Oct. 18, from

10:30-11:15 a.m. The event
will feature bat handlers from
the Cranbrook Institute and
their program. The fee is $18
per parent/child resident pair.
Children age 3-6 are wel-
come. Please make childcare
arrangements for younger
children.

Music af St. Michael's

St. Michael Christian School

_and the youth ministries pres-
. ent a family event with Guy

Louis and his Chautauqua
Express - a musical program
for all ages, from toddlers to
grandparents at 7 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 12, in the Kpinonia room.
St, Michael Christian School
is located at 7000 North
Sheldon, in Canton. For more
information, call (734) 459-
9720,

Andna to perform at
Borders

The dynamie Irish musical
group Antina will be perform-
ing and signing copies of its
Celtic Origing CD at 7:30 p.m.,
Oct. 25 at the new Borders
bookstore in Canton, 43425
Ford Road. For more infor-
mation, call the store at (734)
844-2090.

Giving Hope Women's
Giving Circle

“It takes more than An apple
a Day” will be the subject of
a talk by Rosanna DeGrood,
MD, medical director of St.
Joseph Mercy Health System’s
Women's Health Program at
the annual meeting of Giving -
Hope, Women’s Giving Circle
on Tuesday, Qct. 16, at 6:30
p.m. at the Penn Theater in
downtown Plymouth.

All women in the Plymouth
and Canton communities are
welcome to-attend. Ticket
price is $10 and ean be paid
at the door. A reception and
short business meeting will
precede DeGrood’s tatk. -

Giving Hope is a new
philanthropic organization
of local women who believe
that together they can make
a meaningfu] impact on the
lives of women and families
in need through pooling their

Continued excellence

Canton resident Bob Boyer is shown here accepting the Canton Chamber
of Commerce's Excellence Award on Wednesday at the Summit. The
always humbje Boyer, owner of Boyer’s Meat Processing and the savior
of the Cady Barn, was surprised by the award. ‘| never knew nothing
about this,' he told the audience after he was given a standing ovation.
Boyer used the attention to promote his latest effort -- hosting a mea
for.needy families the day before Thanksgiving at Fellows Creek Golf
Club. For more information on Boyer's pre-Thanksgiving meal, contact
him at (734) 495-1342. Bart Patterson of Re/Max Classic {Business
Person of the Year) and Dan Schwartz of Ladies Workout Express and
Commercial Underwriters Risk Management (Ambassador of the Year)
were also honored at the luncheon.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

charitable dollars for grants.

For more information about
the giving circle or the annual
meeting, contact the Canton
Community Foundation at
(734) 495-1200 or e-mail
Iwadington@ecantonfounda-
tion.org.

Fall bug hunt

The Friends of the Rouge
Fall Bug Hunt will be held
on Saturday, Oct. 13, from 9
a.m, to 4 p.m. at Schoo]craft
College, located at 18600
Haggerty Road in Lwoma

The Fall Bug Hunt is an -
excellent way to help Friends
of the Rouge assess the health
of the Rouge River by joining

‘a team of voliinteers to search

for critters in the streambed.
Twice a year, teams of volun-
teers visit sites throughout
the headwaters of the water-
shed and search for mayflies,
stoneflies and other aquatic
invertebrates. The presence
or absence of these streambed
ereatures reflects the quality
of the water and habitat.

No prior experience is nec=
essary, but pre-registration is

a must in order to be assigned

to a team. Children must be at

least six years old and accom-
panied by a responsible adult.
To register or for more infor-
mation call (313) 792-9621 or

e-mail p1coord1nator@ther-
ouge.org.

For more information on the

Fall Bug Hunt visit thher«
ouge.org.

Safety seminar for
seniors

Canton Public Safety and

" the Senior Safety Coalition

present their annual Seniors
Safe, Sound & Secure Seminar
scheduled for Wednesday, Oct.
17, from noon to 3 p.m., at .
Canton’s Summit on the Park.
This year a panel of experts -
will discuss and answer ques-
tions about scams, financial
exploitation and elder abuse.
Senior citizens will learn )
strategies and receive useful

‘resources to protect them-

selves and their assets.

Lunch with dessertis being
provided compliments of
Waltonwood at Cherry Hil,
Waltonwood at Carriage
Park, and Assisted Moving.
Everyone attending will also
receive a packet from Canton

The Plymouth €
‘thank the Plyin:
especially wantto ths

Public Safety.

For reservations to this free
event, contact the Canton
Senior desk at (734) 394-5485.

Civil War round table

The Abraham Linceln Civil
War Round Table will- host
Dr. Bill Anderson, former -
president of the Historical .
Society of Michigan and
author of seven books. After a
33 year career as an educator,
Anderson is now director of
the Michigan Department of
History, Arts and Libraries.

His topic will concern the
19th Michigan Infantry, the
subject of one of his books,
The meeting will be held st
8 p.m., Oct. 18, at the Elks
Lodge #1780, 41700 Ann
Arbor Road, east of Haggerty

in Plymouth. The public is wel-

come, admission is free. For
more information, please call
(734) 451-7998.

A Toast to Canton

A wine and food tasting to
benefit the Plymouth Canton
Clothing Bank, First Step
and the Leadership Canton
Alumni Scholarship Fund is
scheduled for Friday, Nov. 9,
from 7-9 p.m. at Waltonwood
at Cherry Hill.

There will be approxi-
mately 20 wine tables with a
wide variety of red and white
wines. There will also be beer
and non-aleoholic bever-
ages available for tasting. A
wide variety of hors d’oeuvres
provided by Holiday Market
is also included in the ticket
price. Space is limited to 300
guests. Tickets are $35 in
advance, and, if available, $40
at the door. Tickets can be
purchased at Holiday Market-
and the Canton Chamber of

© Commerce.

The event is sponsored by

Holiday Market, Waltonwood -

at Cherry Hill and the
Leadership Canton Alumni
Association in cooperation

“with the Canton Chamber
" of Commerce and Charter

Township of Canton. For more
information, please call the -
Canton Chamber of Commerce
at (734) 453-4040.

Artist featured at exhibit

Canton photographer/poet
Cheryl A. Martin has juried
into Canton’s 15th Fine Arts
Exhibit which runs through
Oct. 28 at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill.

- “This is my.second year
Jurymg into this fine exhibit.
Tam vety happy that my
piece titled, ‘Lawrence’, is a
part of the exhibit,” she said.

Lawrence is a portrait ofa -
‘Livonia World War IT hero.
.=Hes also a friend of mine.”

This portrait juried into the

-InnerScapes exhibit in Lowell

in 2006, and is presently in -
the 3rd annual portrait show
in Orion Township through
Nov. 3, 2007, she said.

All of her fine art photo-

~ graphs are for sale, and she

can be reached at peroinc5@
comceast.net, As the author of
“Woman Reclining”, she has
photographs inside to illus-
trate & few poems. Her Web
site is hittp://outskirtspress.
com/womanreclining.

She’s also a featured author
on Amazon.com through
Amazon’s shorts program.
Her piece, “Writing My Book

- of Poetry” has been available
. since July.

As an artists she’s happy

“to be a part of Canton’s Fine

Arts exhibit where she’ll also

* bhe teaching a class titled,
- “Following The Muse.” Sheis .
- still accepting students for this

eight week class.

Martin is the owher of Pero
Inc., a foll service writing, -
editing, consulting, and, pub-
lishing company. For more
information, contact her at

(734) 397-1626, or by e-mail at

percinc5@comcast.net.

Recycling winners

. 8t. John Neumann and St.
Michael Lutheran School both
recently won $500 for their
recycling efforts in the Abitibi-
Consolidated’s “Abitibi Paper.
Retriever What's Your Goal?”
program. Earlier this year, 60
southeast Michigan organiza-~
tions joined up for the chal-
-lenge.

'Both St. John Neumann and
$t. Micheel Lutheran School
established recycling goals
that represent increases of
at least 20 percent over past .
rates. The contest ran from
‘April 1 through Agg. 31.

- Abitibi Paper Retriever is a
free community recycling ser-

vice with distinctive green and

yellow bins placed in highly
visible locations throughout -
the community. It is also an
ongoing program for these
organizations; which earn
money year-round from the
amount of paper they recycle
each month.

© M.
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Bring proof of a

mamogr al or
make a contribution.

Join for $25
service fee!

From October 8th - October 20th, join for only $25 when
you bring proof of a current mammogram or make a

contribution of at least $25 to the American Cancer Society.

- Curve 05

Proud Making Strides
Cmmar&t& Team ngr&m member

MAKING STRIDES
Lanmar

curves.com

Over 10,000 locations worldwide.

734-844-6741 734-414-0515
44248 Che: 44717 Five Mile Road

CANTO PLYMOUTH

The American Cancer Society will receive 100% of the contributicn. The American Cancer Soclety does not endorse
" ‘any service or product. "Offer based on flrst visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. cd. program. New members enly.
Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 10/20/07. @?OO'? Curves International

OEQu560882

ON THE AGENDA

Township Board of Trustees

The Canton Board of Trustees will meet at
7 p.m., Oct. 9 at the Canton Administration
Building, 1150 8. Canton Center Road.

Agenda items include a rezoning of the Fakih
property; recommendation to purchase remote
confined space and video pipeline inspection
system; consider approving Harry Fox, inc. for
brush mowing and tree catting on the Lower
Rouge River trails project; consider purchase
of equipment for GIS mapping system; request
1o establish a fire board of appeals; approval of
CALEA conference for accreditation; increase
purchase order for fuel; and approve the
replacement of “Welcome to Canton” signs,

Zoning Board of Appeals

The Canton Zoning Board of Appeals will
meet at 7 p.m.,, Oct. 11 in the Board Room at
the Canton Administration Building, 1150 S.
Canton Center Road.

The following agenda will be discussed:

B Patti Franz, owner of 7-11/Citgo, located
at 45490 Michigan Avenue {(north side of
Michigan Avenue between S. Canton Center
and Geddes roads) is appealing the sign ordi-
nance

¥ Joe VanEsley, 44675 Joy Road, Canton,

is seeking variances for wetland setbacks's'fo‘f”‘
vacant property located on the east sideof = -
Morton Taylor Road between Palmer and
Cherry Hill roads, for a future home sités.
(Planning) Tabled from the Sept. 13,
2007, meeting :
B Bryan L. Amann, 355 North Cam;oﬁ ‘
Center Road, Canton, is seeking varianéé
for lot and depth ratio for residential prop
erty located on the north side of Cherry . :
Hill Road between Beck and Canton fif
Roads.
[ Enterprlse Leasing Co. of Detmﬂ:
appealing zoning ordinance -- substit

rental for commercial property located at
44625 Michigan Avenue, between Sﬁeidén
and Canton Center roads.

e

Plymouth-Canton School Board .

The Plymouth-Canton Community | Schbois
Board of Education will meet at 7 p.m., O(:t ]
at E.J. McClendon Educational Center, 4‘54‘ 8
Harvey, in Plymouth.

Agenda items include special recogmtlon
for MEEMIC Insurance; the audit presenta-
tion; resolution to ratify tentative agreement
between district and the Plymouth-Canton
Administrators; various reports from staff.’

cutter

cookie-

At IHA, we approach every person and every family as
unique and special. One-size-fits-all healthcare just isn't
our style.

That’s why every nurse and doctor int our tightly-integrated
network prides themselves on a long-time reputation of
personalized, one-to-one treatment and care. It’s always
been our way.

Whether you see us for Pediatrics or Internal
Medicine...Family Care or Obstetrics and Gynecology...
Comprehensive Skin Care or Clinical Research...or you
just need a prescription filled at our Pharmacy, you'll be
treated as an individual - not just another patient.

Try the IHA network for you and your family, and see for
yourself how healthcare really can be a cut above.

| Join the 248,000 area residents who have

chosen an THA doctor. Visit 1hacares com,
or call 734.995. 2950

L emerai oo BRRA TEAA=
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C’ant'on Observer earns
first place in statewide
newspaper contest

The Canton Observer earned
a first place for general excel-
lence and Plymouth/Canton
Sports Editor Ed Wright
earned a first place for best
sports column writing in
the 2007 Michigan Press
Association Better Newspaper
Contest.

They were among the
23 awards the Observer
& Eccentric and Mirror
Newspapers won in the
annual contest. Winners were
announced this week.

“The Observer & Eccentric
and Mirror Newspapers are
proud to be honored by the
MPA,” said Susan Rosiek,
executive editor. “Staff mem-
bers remain committed to
producing the best commu-
nity newspapers possible. The
awards are a tribute to the
hard work and passion we all
have for the readers and com-
munities we serve.”

Individual honors were
awarded as follows:

‘Other awards captured by
the O&E group included:

# Spot News Coverage
~ Larry Ruehlen, West
Bloomfield Eccentric, first
place; Darrell Clem, Westland
Observer, second place;
Hugh Gallagher, Farmington
Observer, third place.

B Enterprise Reporting
- Darrell Clem, Westland
Observer, sécond place; Larry
Ruehlen, West Bloomfield
Eccentrie, third place. _

W Editorial Writing - Gary
Winkelinan, Rochester
Eceentric, second place;

LIKE NUMBERS?
there are a pile
of them in

‘ isday‘ssPmilllsge{:zisn

KNOW THE SCORE

chack ea;i the numbers in

mﬁay’sspu Rirgse{‘.tiﬁﬁ

Jensstion vt S8 g0 gond, ™

* Affordable Pricing
¢ 0% Financing Available
* Extended Warranties
» Quality Installation

(734) 525-1930

Odr 33rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

8919 MIDDLEBELT » LIVONIA

OEQBSA8016

® Julie Brown,
Mirror, second
place; Dave
Varga, Livonia
- Observer, third

Greg Kowalski,
Birmingham
Eccentric, sec-
ond place; Sandy Armbruster,
Troy Eccentric, third place.

B News Picture - Tom
Hawley, Garden City
Observer, first place.

M Feature Picture -
Lawrence McKee, Southfield
Eccentrice, second place.

#® Picture Story - Lawrence
McKee, West Bloomfield
Eccentric, third place.

| Sports Writing - Marty
Budner, Birmingham
Eccentrie, first place.

M Sports Coverage - Tim
Smith, Redford Observer, first
place; Mike Rosenbaum, West
Bloomfield Eccentric, honor-
able mention.

W Sports Features - Tim
Smith, Garden City Observer,
first place; Tim Smith, Redford
Observer, honorable mention.

Wright

ofthenr

| LOCAL NEWS |

ELECTION

FROM PAGE Al

board members were con- -
cerned the change could lead
to partisan politicking. The
decision was made after the
May school board election in
which board members were
concerned about the candidacy
of Kurt Heise of Plymouth
Township, who some believed
was using the school board as
a springboard to further his
political career.

In a June 10 guest column
in the Plymouth and Canton
Observer newspapers, Trustee
Steven Sneideman sug-
gested moving the election to
November would result in the
politica] parties taking over

_what are now non-partisan

boards.

“Moving school board elec-
tions to November will cause
political parties to become
involved with choosing school
board members,” Sneideman
wrote. “It is not inconceivable
that Democrat and Republican
leaders would place party
members in strategic school
districts to run in November
elections. This appears to be
the wave of the future.”

Mardigian believed the costs
associated with running a
school board campaign would
jump dramatically if politics
was entered into the equation.

“The cost to get into an elec-

join us for our

Darisian store!

tion and the kind of fund-rais-
ing needed would go up quite
a few notches,” Mardigian said
at the May 29 school board
meeting, “T just don't think
we're going to get the kind

of people who have come up
through the system and have
served on district committees.”

Politics aside, figures given
to the Board of Education in
July by Supt. Jim Ryan dppear
to indicate movirig the elec-
tion to November could save
the district up to $100,000
every two years. Municipal
clerks in the six districts that
comprise Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools indicate
they wouldn't charge the -
school distriet for election ser-
vices in even-numbered years
if the school board election is
on their regular ballot.

Years in which those com-
munities don't have an elec-
tion, the bill — according to
past election charges — would
be close to $100,000.

“I think it’s pretty clear
what people are telling the
board,” Horvath said of his
petition drive. “The public
wants them to take action on
this and put the money in the
classroom and spend it on
kids.” -

Horvaths’ petition is online

. at www.PetitionOnline.com/

PCCS/petition.html.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700

The festivities start @ 8:45am
THURSDAY, OCTOBER!

with our Ribbon-cutting ceremony

at our parking lot entrance facing Hall Road

Opening early to celebrate

our newest location R
during our biggest sale of the season:

bargain days!
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NEW TAX

FROM PAGE At

the state’s income tax has beén
raised from 3.9 percent to 4.35
percent. The two increases
were designed to help wipe
out a $1.75 billion budget
deficit. ‘ o

Desgpite the threat of a
government shutdown if an
agreement wasn’t reached,
Byrum said residents and
businesses were handed a bad
deal.

“I'd say around 70 percent
of my (couples) have left the
state to take jobs elsewhere,”
she said. “They come back to
have their weddings and then
they leave again.”

Canton resident Nicole
Lang, owner of Signature
Weddings, agreed with
Byrum and said more and
more of her brides and _
grooms have moved out of
Michigan. ;

“Raising taxes will certainly

A5

“This is horrible for our state.”
CANTOM RESIDENT NICOLE LANG, owner of
Signature Weddings

~ not help get them back,” she

said. “This is horrible for our

. state.”

Residents also had a poor

*. view of the tax expansion.

Canton’s Virginia Kocik, a
former small business owner
herself, said she feels bad
for all the business owners
affected by it.

“I know all the expenses
they face and this is just
pouring on to that,” she said.

Canton resident Ron
Snyder also said he doesn’t
agree with the budget plan.

“I don’t generally use the
services they chose but it’s a

'poor idea,” he said. “I believe

they should have made more
cuts. This was not the right
thing to do.” B

tlparks@hometcmlife.com | (724 459-2700

“ 'Partridge Creek
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Doing well, doing good: It's easy to find socially responsible investment opti'ons

‘What is socially responsible
investing and where do E go
to find more information
about it?

A: There isn’t one defini-
tion for socially responsible
investing. Typically, socially
responsible investing is focused
on only investing in compa-
nies that achieve some social
purpose. For example, some
people define it as investing
in companies that have good
environmental records. Others
avoid companies involved in the
tobacco or aleohol business,

In the past, investment
options for a socially responsible
investor were very limited. That
is no longer the case. There are
many different types of invest-
ment vehicles, including mutual

funds that are
considered
socially respon-
sible.

For the indi-
vidual who
considers him-
self/herself'a
sacially respon-
sible investor,
it is important
to define the
meaning. Once
it’s defined, you
can narrow your search to look
for the appropriate investment.
The easiest and probably most
productive way to become a
socially responsible investor is
to use mutual funds. That way
you can get independent infor-
mation about how the fund

Money Maters

Rlck Bloom

YT esspetRR e

has performed and review the
prospectus which explains the
funds.

In many cases, investors: who
are socially responsible some-
times forget to look at the per-
formance of the fund or the fee
structure, Just like any other
type of fund, there are socially
responsible funds that have
very high fees and commissions
and there are other ones that
have solid performance and
low fees. As a socially respon-
sible investor, don’t forget the
basics about investing money.
An informative and education
Web site is www.socialfunds.
com.

Remember, socially responsi-
ble investing does not does not
necessarily mean underperfor-

mance or lower returns.

My estate is approaching

a2 million dollars and it

has been recommended
that I consider buying a

life insurance policy to pay
my estate taxes. I am 69,
married and upon my death
my wife will inherent our
estate and then eventually it
will go to our two children.
Do you recommend that I buy
life insurance?

A: It makes no sense to buy
life insurance to pay your estate
taxes. Based on the size of your
estate, there would be zero
estate taxes upon you and your
wife’s death and thus no need
for life insurance.

Tt is iraportant to understand

BARBARA J. SAFRAN

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

how estate taxes work. The
estate is based upon the fair
market value of your assets
upon death.

In fact, many people will tell
vou life insurance is not subject
to tax, but they are incorrect.
The proceeds of your life insur-
ance policy are included in your
estate for estate tax purposes.
There are ways of removing
life insurance from an estate
by establishing an irrevocable
trust. There are other issues
associated with your irrevo-
cable trust such as slgmficant
costs.

According to the law today,

- the first $2 million of assets

is estate tax free, In 2009, the
number will be $3.5 million.
In addition, whatever you leave
to a spouse is estate tax free. A
strategy that some people use is
they purchase a life insurance
policy, establish an irrevocable
trust and use the proceeds to
pay any estate taxes.

As far as I am concerned,
there are only limited cases
where this strategy is effective.

should be able to avoid all -
estaie taxes.
Even if you were in a taxable

estate situation, | am notsure

that buying a life insurance
policy and establishing the
irrevocable trust is an effective
strategy. After all, there are sig-
nificant costs associated with
the insurance policy and the

_irrevocable trust.

The need for life insurance
is need-based and only in rare
situations do I recommend
purchasing it to pay estate
taxes. I am not opposed to life
insurance, because in many

‘situations it’s needed to provide

liquidity in an estate.
Life insurance is not an

_investment, it is a means of

covering risks. Before before
you buy any type of insurance

policy, make sure there is a risk -

worth insuring.

Rick Bloom s a fee-only financial

adviser, Readers can submit questions -

at moneymatters@hometownlife.com.
For more information, visit www.bloo--
massetmanagement.com. You can hear

Probate / Elder Law

Guardian and Conservatorship
Divorces / Family Law / Juvenile Law

First, by doing a living trust,
the great majority of people

Rick from noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on
WDTK-AM (1400).

30150 TELEGRAPH ROAD
SUITE 444
BINGHAM FARMS, M 48025

(248) 290-2990
FAX (248) 290-2992

Mike’s Market lace

I-'AN'I'AS'I'IG
SAVINGS'

CEOB421890

Lintit Ortaber 15th, 20
palf & Service All Makes and Models y

iller Showroem and Service Center
3 }‘lpuse 5 for Grandfather Clocks

25500 Mile Rd.
Redford Twp. *+ Ml 48239
313.255.1581

1/1n o continuing commitment fo provide the tighest B

Fresh Ground Beef

3 GROUND
SIRLOI

Family Bz
Pucky

USDA Select Boneless

NY STRIP §] 9

6 Steak
Value

Puc

Fresh round eéf

Famil
Packy

Lipari Oven Roasfed
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quality i dental care we are pleased to announce
after almost & year of ssarching - the newly formed
associateship with Dr. Kelly Burgess, DDS who ls
highly gredentialad and examplifies: ourphiipsophy
1 in patient care through-her enthysiasm and. -
commilmant - white provldlng the sensitivity and -
comiart frani our office you've come te rust,

- Hally Burgass, oos

Also new tu our hyglenist team is Rosle )
Zaremba, RRH who comes to us with a warm

srifle-and 20+ years of experiencedin oral health
care guarantedd fo pnsmfy brighten yaurday

Aswe we[come thess pmfessfona!s to our
{eam, plgase know that we also extend a
warm-welcome fo YOU fo experience what
a refreshing regularly scheduled dental
ma!nfenanae program can pravide.

i Rosie Zaremba, ADH

Complete generai ang cosmetic dentistry inciuding whlie
{illings, crowns, veneers, bridyes, partial and complete
dentures, professional cleanings, orthedontics, early oral -
©. cancer detection and zoom whitening, -

. T ,,mxfzsuﬂ e £, x"\ﬂf A o ,w-—"imw-
e
e WHITENING 3

zx:"’. :
.«m_,;--w»*.,z*’,?,,/e.—E-ﬂ” W V,f\ SR wﬂ‘m&ﬂ“ o

. Call to schedule your initial
" consultation today.

28411 Northwestern Hwy. « Suite 225
(Watson 8. Wyatt Bidg) * Southfield,; Ml 48034

S. of 12 Mile, E. of Franklin
.bogrowandasspcms

httpy//clockwouod.iscoel.net

sunday, Oct. 14™ » 10 am to 5 pm
~ at the Southfield Municipal Complex
26000 Evergreen Road, Southfield

$3 admission * no strollers, please * free parklng

~ over 70 merchants
“with beads from across the globe!

Presented by the Great Lakes Beadworkers Guild

‘A‘.a 'PO.Box 1639 » Royal Oak, Ml 48068 » 586 997-7043
S WWngtIakesbeadworkersgulld .org

g
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Cbllected'balance's of $99,999+

-

- Mega rates.
Mega secunty

No other
account
relationships

required! : “

A =

TCF Bank gives you the secur_ityjyou
need. Ask us how FDIC insurance
protects your money.

$49,956.99 = 3.75% APY; §10,000-548,999.98 = 2.80% APY; $2,500-89,999. 99=1.00% APY, 50-§2489.99 = 0.10% APY. Minimeum balance to open a TGF Premier Savings acgourt s $50.00.

©2007 TCF Naﬂona Bank. Member FDIC. www.tcfhank.com. ’The fo!lowlng TCF Pnemler Savmgs Annual Percentage Y{eids (APYs) are effective as of 9/28/07: $99,999+ = 5,00% APY:; $50,000- % =

Rates are subject fo change. Fees may reduce eamings.
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The Observer & Eecentric
and Mirror Newspapers are
teaming up with Buddy's to
present “Dining With the Stars”

- featuring Southfield attorney.
Geoffrey Fieger.

Fieger is one of the most suc-
cessful and controversial trial
attorneys in the country.

According to his Web site,
Fieger has won more multi-
million-dollar awards than -
any other attorney in the
country. A few of his most

well-known trials include the

defense of Dr. Jack Kevorkian,

the Jenny Jones Show trial,
and the defense of Nathanial
Abraham, the youngest person
ever tried for murder as an
adult in the state of Michigan.
Fieger has won record

awards in Michigan, Florida,
Pennsylvania and Indiana,

‘and many of his trials have

generated national attention
and set legal precedents.
In 100 words or less, tell us

| LOCAL NEWS

why you'd like to have lunch or

dinner with Geoffrey Fleger at

Buddy’s Pizza.
Send your fan letter to

" BuddysDiningStars@gmail.

com and be sure to include
your name, address, daytime
phone number and e-mail
address.

Deadline to enter the con-
test is 5 p.m. Monday, Oct.
15.

A photograph of you and
Fieger will be published in

the Observer & Eccentric and

Mirror Newspapers and online

at www.hometownlife.com.
“We want our winners to
dine with their favorite stars

‘and feel like a star, too,” said
. Marcy Brontman of Buddy’s

Pizza.

The winner Wl]l be treated
to a limo ride, courtesy of
All Class Transportation &
Limousine Services; a make-~
over from Beauty Salon by
J.Lyle Eid. featuring stylist

Operation ‘lassoes’ suburban sex offenders

The Wayne County Sheriff’s
Office and Westland Police
Department, along with a
team of local suburban, state
and federal law enforcement
agencies have joined together
10 for the first ever Operation
LASSO, an effort to arrest sex
offenders wanted on felony
warrants and make those on
probation or parole are playing
Dby the rules, Sheriff Warren C.
Evans announced Thursday.

Operation LASSO, which
stands for Locating And
Securing Sex Offenders, has
targeted nearly 300 registered
sex offenders on active parole
and probation, as well as more
than 200 individuals who
have felony sex crime related
warrants issued for their
arrest, Operation LASSO is
geared specifically towards the
county’s suburban communi-
ties, while a similar effort took
place in the city of Detroit last
month.

“Unfortunately, history
has shown that this is a spe-
cific criminal population that
requires intensive supervi-
sion because they tend to re-
offend more frequently,” said
Evans. “It's up to us in the law
enforcement community to
remain vigilant and to use all
of the resources at our dispos-
al, to protect citizens.”

During the first two days of
the three day operation, offi-
cers arrested 46 individuals on
felony warrants, niany of them
including Criminal Sexual
Conduct (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th
degree} and failing o regis-
ter as a sex offender at a new
address, which is 2 maximum
four-year felony. A portion of
that number included arrests
mzufé when ofﬁcers, in the

investigdtions,
encountered
individuals
wanted on
unrelated felo-
ny warrants,

* Among the
sex offend-

ers arrested
was Larry
Shortridge, 32, of Redford,
who was wanted on a proba-
fion violation warrant stem-
ming from a 20086 conviction
for assault with intent to rape.
According to investigators’
reports, Shortridge had tried
to force himself upon his adult
female victim, who was able
to break free and escape. The
offense occurred in the city of
Taylor. Shortridge also had
two prior drunken driving
convictions on his record.

Officers also arrested
Charlie Yeary, 30, of Canton,
who is registered as a sex
offender in Canton, but was
found living at a new address
in Ypsilanti, He faces a new
felony charge and up to four
years in prison.

Deputies and Michigan
Department of Corrections
agents that make up the
Sheriff's Spot Check Unit also
conducted unannounced vis-
its to the homes of registered
sex offenders on active parole
and probation to make sure
they were in compliance with
the terms of their supervised
release.

While most were found to
be in compliance, deputies
did find several significant
violations, which included the
possession of pornographic
materials, which is strictly
forbidden for all such offend-

Yeary

course of their .

ers, Inthe first two days of the
operation, Spot Check officers
visited nearly 300 homes and
28 of the targets were found

to be in significant violation
of their probation, which will
result in requests for arrest
warrants.

offender, we found 12 sexu-
ally explicit DVD movies and
at another home, we found
pornographic material on the
person s computer,” Evans
said. “This clearly indicates
the compulsive nature of most
sex offenders to contmue their

Prominent lawyer Fieger the latest ‘Dining With Stars' guest

and makeup artist Christine
Fitzpatrick; a 8100 gift certifi-
cate to the Reaver Diamond
Co. in Southfield; and a

dance exhibition courtesyof ..

Fred Astaire Dance Studio in
Bloomfield Hills.

Other upcoming “Dining
With the Stars” will feature
Florine Mark of Weight
Watchers, health and fitness

‘guru and O89E columnist

Peter Nielsen, Ruth Spencer of
WDIV's “Ruth to the Rescue”

and Trudi
Daniels of
WRIF-FM.
No purchase
is neces-
. sary to enter.
Buddy’s Pizza
E will review all
entries and
select thetop
four “fan” let-
ters. The stars featured for
the month will make the final
selection. Lunch and/or dinner
- date is to be determined with -
the winner and star by Buddys -
representatives. . '

Fiqer

PLANNING COMMISSION
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

“At the home of one sex behavior.”

WAYNE COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES

NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT AND
DISCONTINUANCE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY

In accordance with the provisions of Section 18, chapter 1
and 38, Act 283 of the Public.Acts of 1909, as amended, the
County of Wayne, Michigan, has determined that it was in
the best interest of the public to absolutely abandoned and
discontinued that the following described road and alley
rights-of-way, subject to a reservation of a easement for
public utilities, storm water conveyance and county drain
purposes, situated in the Township of Canton, Wayne
County, Michigan, by Wayne County Commission Resolution
Number 2007-465 passed on August 30, 2007.

All of those alleys, 18 feet wide, as dedicated to the use of
the publie, adjoining Lots 1 through 280 and not previously
vacated in the Resolution recorded in Liber 27223 on Page
709, inclusive, in DYE BROS, WAYNE PARK SUBDIVISION,
lying South of Michigan Avenue, being a part of the E 1/2 of
the NE 1/4 of Sec, 34, T.2 8, R.8 E,, Canton Twp, Wayne Co,,
Michigan, recorded in Liber 38 of Plats on Page 69, Wayne
County Records. AND ALSO; All those portions of Oakview
Street (25 feet wide), Gibson Street (25 feet wide), and
Washburn Street (50 feet wide), as platted, lying South of
the South line of Leopold Street (50 feet wide) and North of
the South line of said subdivision, as platted, adjoining Lots
44 though 58 inclusive, to the East of Oakview Street; Lots
59 through 73 and Lots 105 through 119 inelusive, astride
Vgashburn Street; Lots 68, 59, 119, and 120 North of Gibson
treet.

True copies of this-"‘notice. are served and published in
accordance with the provisions of said Act No. 283 of 1909,
as amended.

WAYNE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES
Real Estate, 3rd Floor
Attention: Sandra M. Martin
415 Clifford Street :
Detroit, Michigan 48228

Publish: September 23, 30 & Octgber 7, 2007
DECBSETTOT ~ 26

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Michigan Public Act 110
of 2006, of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the
Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the
Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday, Qctober 22, 2007 in the First Floor
Meeting Room of the Canton Township Administration

‘Building, 1150 8. Canton Center Road at 7:080 p.m. on the

following proposed special land use request as provided in Section
27.03 of the Canton Township‘ Zoning Ordinance:

BAS : \ L - CONSIDER
REQUEST FOR SPECIAL LAND USE APPROVAL FOR AN
INDOOR RECREATION TRAINING FACILITY AS REQUIRED
IN SECTION 22.02B.6'FOR PARCEL NO. 003 02 0005 000 {7835
MARKET). Property is located north of Koppernick and west of
Haggerty Road.
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Precision Baseball 033-slu-077 o

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should
be received at the Canton Township Administration Bulldmg, 1150
Canton Center 8. prior to Thursday, October 18, 2007 in order to be

. included in the materials submitted for review.

VYIC GUSTAFSON, Chairman

Publish; October 7, 2007
. OEBGE1604_258

SERVING THE METRO AREA FOR 20 YEARS!

I

OFF EVERYTHING

FOR A NEW COMPLETE KITCHEN OR BATH INCLUDING INSTALLATION!

— ALSO —

No Payment or Interest
for 12 MONTHS! 2

Not valid with other coupons or offers, Excludes previous orders, Expires November 3%, 2007,

YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL NEW KITCHENS & BATHS ) -
. Fully licensed and Insured » Financing available "
manufactured countertops « Our own craftsmen and crews

 Guaranteed costs & project schedules
Complete showroom to visualize your project

Call for a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!
(734) 5421900 or 1-888-7DESIGN

Featuring:
E“

New Concept

SHOWROOM, INC.

Dufon
CORIAN

and maaymw

GiEM’IﬁR

13245 Newburgh {Just South of 1-96) + Livonia
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 Got Game?

_efpé got scores, too..

BILL BRESLER  STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Plymouth-Canton buses received an ';A+' after a recent safety inspection.

 Plymouth-Canton bus flest
 gets high grade from state

i BY TONY BRUSCATO final buses in the fleet to be inspected.
. o STAFF WRITER “We pulled out the switch and made the
. . e : repair in a matter of minutes,” Latnie said. L

Enhanced Services: f/ ® $33 4 dﬁy & Plymouth-Canton school bus mechanics “The bus didn't even make it out of the garage.” L
_ ® $66 a day _ Fi tar dini . received an "A+" after a state safety inspector Latnie said to have 137 buses inspected and P

gy . . o ® Five-Star dinin " red-tagged only one of 137 school buses during  find only one minor probiem speaks to the
* Five-star dlmng ® 24*h01]1‘ Stamﬁg e 24-h taffi 5 % the ani%lal Mighigan State Police fleet inspec- district’s recently de'}f)eloped mlziintenance pro- :
e Full range of activities s a4-four s ng tion completed earlier this week. gram. )
.o e Full range of activities “The kind of score the guys made happen “We couldn't do this without the preventative 1
c. Chauffeured tI"d.ﬂSpOI'tﬂtIOl’l . F 77 s off the charts,” said Melvin Latnie, P-CCS maintenance program that we have,” he said. i
7 o Daily housekeepin I » Chauffeured - transportation director. “This is the best score “To have one of the toughest inspectors in the 3§
et y \ ping L transportation S we've received since the 1994-95 school year. program come to your fleet and inspect that b
@ el S S N o P i %=, Words can't express how excited and proud I many buses and find only one minor problem is -

AL sy @ Housekeeplng _ . amofthe mechanics, they did an awesome job."  unheard of.”
Vo . , _ " . i~ The only problem found by MSP inspector
\ \ ; ‘\.\ was a faulty loading light switch in one of the thruscato@hometownlife.com | (734 459-2700
j ; |
) | y \ .

* certain conditions apply f. | _
offer ends October 31st i - Y

B Cheer for ‘the,

14707 Northville Road » Plymouth hometeam,
Located Just South of 5 Mile Road

.
TDD-TTY 800-649-3777

Professionally Managed by Senior Village Management 1 uu seniurrillages com

OEOBSE61738

TR

Generations | |
of drivers have saved

Oonh car insurance.

Cherish your happy memories. But take time to make more.

Fi n d u S at th ese E | Choosing hospice care is not about giving up — it’s about giving you and yoﬁx

loved one a chance to focus on what matters most. Arbor Hospice & Home Care

' CO nve n i e nt l O Cat i O n S: ‘ is committed to helping make the journey less stressful and more comfortable,

allowing patients to live each day to the fullest. Our dedicated, compassionate

2017 N. Canton Center Rd. 1472 SheldonRd. ~ team has been providing care for patients and their families for more than
- Canton, M 48187 Plymouth, Mi 48170 23 years, with everything from expert pain control to grief counseling, So -
7 014 45 ' whether you want in-home hospice care or care in a2 home-like setting, call us.
{734) 844-0146 {734) 451-4501 ¥y : P 1g, ¢
: Because, every moment counts. If you need answers about navigating theend . :
41804 Ford Rd of fife’s journey, please contact us at 1-888-992-CARE (2273}, e E
Cant(}ﬂ, M| 48187 ' Arbor Hospice is a community-based nonprofit agency §

(734) 981-5100

Arbor Hosplee Ana Arbor + 2366 Oak Valley Drive
& Home {7 Notthville ¢ 331 North Center Street
B N Trenton * 19145 Allen Road -

www.arhorthospice.org
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Protect your famlly
Practice fire safety

Every year in early October, local fire departments across
the country hold open houses to educate the public about

fire prevention in conJunctlon with National Fire Prevention -

Week..

“The first observance comc1ded w1th Oct.’ g, 1911, the 40th
anniversary of the great Chicago fire of 1871 that killed 300
people, left 90,000 homeless and destroyed $200 million in
property. It has been acknowledged annually by the president
ever since 1925. And for good reason.

Though firefighting and prevention have come a long way
since the first flame flickered inside Patrick O'Leary’s cow
barn on Chicago’s West Side, more than 1.7 million fires con-
tinue to strike U.S. homes, parks and businesses each year.

In 2002, 2,670 people were killed and 13,650 were injured
in home fires alone, according to the National Fire Protection
Association. The best way to prevent fires and save lives is
through education.

The Canton Fire Department’s Fire Prevention Unit, led by
fire Marshal Frank Barrett, has an extensive public educa-
tion program, which the department feels has substantially
reduced the number of fires in the community. A big part of
the program is the fire safety house, which allows children to
safely experience home fire situations. This mobile unit trav-
els o Canton elementary and middle schools throughout the
year. The program is designed and instructed by department
personnel. Fire inspections, fire prevention consulting and
lectures are just some of the other programs the department
offers to help public keep fire incidents to a minimum.

For more information, contact the Fire Prevention division
at (734) 394-5456.

In the meantime, review these time-honored safety tips and
put them into practice right away:

B Have a working smoke detector on each level of your
home and outside of each sleeping area. Test smoke detectors
at least once a month and replace batteries at least twice
year, or whenever a detector chirps to signal the battery is low.

B Keep all matches and lighters where children cannot
reach them, preferably in a locked cabinet.

B Plan with your family two ways to get out of every room,
especially bedrooms. Make sure everyone can unlock all locks
and open all windows and doors. Practice the escape plan at
least twice a year. If you have a two-story house, consider buy-
ing a folding escape ladder for bedrooms on the second floor.

® Know what to do when you hear the smoke detector
~ treat it as real so you don't waste time checking, get down
on the floor and crawl low to avoid high heat and toxic fumes,
check the door before opening, open any door slowly and close
it behind you.

B Plan an outside meeting place where everyone will gather.
Plan to call the fire department from a neighbor’s home.
Once out, stay out. If someone or a pet is trapped, let the fire
department rescue the pet because toxic gases can kill you.

W Keep a fire extinguisher in the kitchen and/or workshop.
N B Learn to identify and correct any fire hazards in your

ouse.

Save money, increase
voters

With all of the budget strife

. in Michigan, it is encourag-

ing that the Plymonth-Canton
Community Schools have the
opportunity to save money:and
significantly increase voter
turnout for school elections,
all at the same time. All that is
needed is for the school board
to vote to move school elec-
tions from May to November
to coincide with the regular
general elections.

The impact of this will be to
save the school district nearly
$100,000 per year for the next
two years and that same sum
every two years for the future.
In addition to this tremendous
savings, voter turnout for these
very important school elec-
tions will likely increase from
the 5-10 percent currently
seen in school elections, to
60-70 percent typically seen
in general elections. Sounds
like a simple way to do two
great things, save money and
increase voter participation.
For a school district that con-
tinues to complain that there
is not enough money in the
classroom, saving the equiva-
lent of two teachers per year
by simply changing the day we
vote, almost seems too simple.

While this sounds simple,
several members of the school
board say that this kind of
change will “attract the wrong
kind of candidates” and
encourage “the wrong kind of
people to get involved.” For an
educational institution that

talks about diversity and inclu-

sion, these types of excuses

- should never be acceptable

and these folks should be
ashamed to even make this
argument. Please join me in
telling our school board to put
more money in the elassroom
and more citizens in the voting
process. Tell them to move our-
school elections to November

- N
105EpH Q0
MERCY

HEALTH SYSTEM

A MEMBER OF TRINITY HEALTH

REMARKABLE MEDICINE.
REMARKABLE CARE.

www.sjmercyhealth.org

LETTERS

by signing the online petition
at: http://www.PetitionOnline.
com,/PCCS/petition.html.

Mark Horvath

Canton

Repeal income tax

-Repeal the income tax to
keep cash in the pockets of
consurmers.

They can choose what ser-
vices they need; and “volun-
teer” to pay the additional tax
if they want to. To repeal the
service tax is the wrong way
to go. I do not know what the
Detroit Chamber and busi-
nesses are complaining about,
they will just pass that tax
onto the consumer like any
other purchased good where
we pay sales tax.

In fact, the legislators need
to expand the service tax to
include games, movies and
events to get the full poten-
tial of this tax, an estimated
additional $50,000,000 in
revenue.

If Lansing takes this
action plus the following 11
they would be well on their
to repealing the income tax
increase without impacting
services to the citizens of the
state of Michigan:

1. Make the political parties
pay for the primary elections,
not the citizens of Michigan =
$10,000,000 -

2. Bid out the state health
care programs at once every
three years instead of using
the same policy every year =
$500,000 ,

3. Cancel the new state
police HQ project, it’s not
needed or wanted by the state
police or Michigan State
University = $112,000,000

4. Replace the state pension
program with a 401(k)-style
program managed by a third
party nonprofit = $52,400,000

5. Reduce staff and expense
accounts for legislators =
$550,000

6. Ehmmate paying for leg-

 Avenue's Key To

ore information
 call 8887712323

islators’ membership dues to
otganizations = $103,000

7. Eliminate lifelong health
care and retirement for elected
legislators = $4,533,900

8. Eliminate cars, hous~
ing and driving allowances
for legislators and staff =
$20,000,000

9. Overhanl the state’s
Information Technology
Depariment = $81,922,020

10. Abolish the state Senate.
We have no need for two sets
of stagnant legislators! =

 $36,192,200

11. Building costs savings
from eliminating senators and

. staff = $967,900

Add it allup foragrand
total of $369,169,020! And
these are just estimates based
on the House fiscal analysis of
the legislative branch budgets.
Imagine the combined savings
when you throw in some cuts
from the executive branch and
judicial branch!

No more taxes until the
legislators make a real reform
stand!

And while we are talking
real reforms, how about some
campaign finance reforms?!

1. No contributions greater
than $50 from any contribu-
tor, including in-kind gifts

2. No contributions allowed
from nonconstituents

3. No contributions from
any companies or organiza-
tions including political par-
ties and political action com-
Inittees

The time for rhetoric and
shell games is over. Put
Michigan first and do what
is right for the citizens of
the state, not your political

" careers!

mch Ham-Kucharski

Canton.

Biased article

The tone of the article pub-
lished Sunday, Sept. 30, (“Boy:
I pursued ex-teacher into hav-
ing sex”) is biased toward the

teacher and diminishes the
crime against the underage
student.

The actions of the teacher
are unacceptable. The fact that
the student pursued the teach-
er and stated that he loved her
does not make the actions of

‘the teacher appropriate. The

facts of the case should be
stated clearly so that our com-
munity can undersiand that
these sexual crimes are hap-
pening here.

A 31-year-old female teacher
had sexual relations with her
15-year-old male student at
a private school in our com-
muntty. This is a crime against
the student and the teacher is
the offender, not the victim.

It is a crime when an adultin
this position has sex with an
underage child and the gender
of either should not determine
how we view the crime.

If this case is covered by
your newspaper in the future,.
I hope that the facts will be
stated clearly. Our commu-
nity benefits by protecting
its children and we cannot
accomplish this by minimizing
sexual erimes by protecting
the offenders with our words.

LeAnn Decker

" Plymouth
War breeds war

Furthering the war into
Iran will destabilize our -
country’s confidence in a gov-
ernment that strongarms the
will of the people. War breeds
war and unvest hereand |
abroad. Think that this can’t
happen? The unthinkableis .
possible most assuredly. Stop
the madness and reject the
Lieberman-Kyl amendment
in Iran.

Catherine Allam -

Livonia







