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Natalie Salazar 13, laced up her skates earller this year at the Arctic Edge ice arena. She

lost her year-tong battle with cancer Thursday morning.

Stories come to
life at festival

Hometowniife, {1

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Natalie Salazar was the Arctic
Figure Skating Club’s star, The Rite-
Carlton’s prom queen and her moth-
er's spirit.

Natalie, a pretty, petite 13-year-old
Canton girl with a charming smile
and an infectious giggle, died early
Thursday morning after a yearlong
battle with cancer. _

“She caught the hearts of so many

people,” said Nancy Fees of the AFSC.

“Her spirit made everyone want to
rally behind her.”

Natalie, an award-winning ice skater
who began the sport at age 3, was
diagnosed with neuroblastoma in
September 2006 and had been hospi-
talized since early summer.

After several rounds of treatment
proved fruitless, the teen’s doctors
gave her a month to live.

“Her parents revolved their lives
around their little girl,” Fees said.
“They have been through the fire and
now there’s an empty spot in their
lives,”

The youngest child of Maria and
Sumorfin Salazar, Natalie did con-
stant research on neurcblastoma and

Natalie Safazar enjoyed doing the limbo at
a special June 6 prom The Ritz-Cartton held
for her.

believed she would be able to live out
her dream to attend high school and
juggle successful careers as a veteri-

narian, lawver and part-time fashion
designer.

Earlier this year, Natalie was the
focus of a skating fund-raiser that
pulled in more than $20,000 in
donations.

*Natalie was like the Energizer
bunny,” Fees said. “She never gave up
and she fought until the end.”

Upon graduating from the eighth

{ to end, skater loses battle to cancer

grade in June, the St. Anselm Parish

- student was treated to a prom at

The Ritz-Carlton in Dearborn that
was organized in her honor. The
hotel sponsored the “Sweet Escape”—
themed bash,

“We do a lot of projects, but with
this one, everyone adopted Natalie,”
said Laura Gutierrez, Ritz-Carlton
director of human resources. “She
was our little prom girl — that’s how
we'll remember her.”

At the prom, Natalie had long,
auburn hair and wore a ball gown in
her favorite color, pink.

*From the time she walked in the
door until the time she left she was
smiling,” Gutierrez said.

Natalie, who worshiped God and
loved ice cream, French manicures
and her plump chinchilla, Mr..
Chubbykins, had told friends that one
of her greatest wishes was to live to_
be 16 years old. She would’ve turned
14 on Oct. 22.

"Natalie’s funera] will take place
11 a.m. Monday at St. Anselm’s
Catholic Church, 17650 Outer Drive,
Dearborn. Before her death, Natalie
requested that all those who attend
her funeral wear white.
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Larry Davison jacks tip the front end of 4 school bus ownad by Tutor Time so inspector Larry Doty can mspect

Safetv flrst

Bus mspectuons show district’ s fleet is secure

the front suSpensmn

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

John Henning, a 14-year
mechanic at the Plymouth-
Canton Schools bus yard,
said he’s certain the 137-
unit bus fleet is safe for the
district’s 14,000 students
who are transported a total
of 1.5 million miles annually
to and from school.

“We don’t let anything go
out of here that is unsafe,
that I wouldn't let my
own grandkids ride on,”
said Hénning, of Canton
Township. “We want to make
sure we get the kids back
and forth to school safely. It's

a complete team effort in the
garage, and we feel we do a
pretty good job.”
Apparently, the Michigan
State Police agree. The
district’s fleet is currently
being scrutinized by a state
safety inspector and, with
about a week to go, 95 buses’
have been inspected and
none have come close to get-

" ting a red tag, which would

pull it off the road for safety
concerns.

“At this point, they are
looking real good,” said
Larry Doty, a civilian trans-
portation inspector for MSP,
"It's a good thing when I can
walk into a fleet and they

have long-standing, guali-
fied technicians. They're

_ aware of some of the critical

issues, and have a proactive
approach to maintenance
problems. It’s not reactive,
wait 'til it's broke and then
fixit”

Dean Mileto, P-CCS trans-
portation supervisor for the
bus garage since February,
credits another transporta-
tion supervisor, Kurt Miles,
for development of the cur-
rent preventive maintenance
program.

“The systems have been
put in place for alot of years,

Plaase sec INSPECTIONS, A2
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Borders begins new chapter

BY. TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Store offictals called it their “soft opening,”
but Jackie Mazzuca and her young daugh-
ters didn’t need any bells and whistles to get
excited about walking into the new Borders on
Thursday

“We were driving by when my daughters
started screaming ‘It’s finally open!’ so I pulled
in,” said Mazzuca of Canton, “They were so
happy.”

As her two daughters gushed over the atmo-
sphere of the 23,500-square-foot bookstore
located on the southwest corner of Ford and
Morton Taylor, the oldest paused when her eyes
traveled upward to the Starbucks Coffee store
on the building’s second level.

“This is the best store,” she said. “I don’t
even drink coffee, but can we go get some
Starbucke?”

The store, which sits on the same parcel as
the former Frank’s Nursery, was filled with
shoppers Thursday evening browsing classical
musie, 2008 calendars and new book releases.

“The first day has been great,” said Jeff
Smith, Borders supervisor. “With the way the
community has grown, a lot of people were
excited about the store. We had people trying to
get in here while we were setting up.”

As township resident Claudette Bazzi locked
over a display of bargain books, she said she
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Monica Rem and daughter Julia, 2, shop for books at the
.new Borders, located at Ford Road and Morton-Taylor.

was thrilled that Borders has opened its doors.
“We needed a bookstore here,” she said.
Borders Canton is located at 43425 Ford

Road, and can be reached at (734) 844-2090.

tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700
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New hunting season dawns with a few restrictions

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

This week marked the beginning of both the
small game and youth deer hunting seasons
around the state of Michigan. This includes in
Canton, much to the chagrin of township offi-
cials, who have been petitioning the state for

several years to ban hunting within the bound-

aries of the township.
After reviewing the township’s latest request,

which was made earlier this year, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources added some
restrictions. But the changes are minimal.

“There aren’t major changes, and that’s the
problem,” said Lt. Robert Kerr of the Canton
Police Department.

Hunting areas are now classified as closed
or restricted. Everything east of Canton
Center Road is closed to hunting, as well as a

Please see HUNTING, A2
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and the technicians are very
conscientious,” Mileto said,

“If we were reactionary, there
woutld be no way we could take
this size fleet and get it ready
for inspection. Ithasto be a
progressive program.”

Doty said a bus could be
red-flagged for a number of
reasons, such as problems with
the exhaust system, brakes,
fuel leaks and steering prob-
lems,

“Something that would
cause an immediate hazard
to the passengers or drivers of
surrounding vehicles,” Doty
said. “Something of a critical
nature that would need addi-
tional attention and pulled off
the road until those items are
corrected.

A vellow tag is something
that wouldn’t be an immediate
hazard,” he added. “We would
allow the district a 60-day
grace period to get it correct-
ed. But it doesn’t warrant the
bus being pulled off the street
immediately.”

Nineteen-vear mechanic
Patrick Robertson said
Plymouth-Canton Schools
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No, it's not the Wicked Witch of

the East, just state school bus
inspector Larry Doty looking at the
undercarriage of a bus.

mechanics perform preventa-
tive maintenance on buses
every day,

“The preventative mainte-
nance for each bus gets done
about every 6,000 miles,”
Robertson said. “All the things
the state police look at we do
all the time, not just when the
inspector shows up. So it’s not
a total surprise we haven’t had
any buses tagged.”

Henning said it takes about
an hour to inspect each bus.

“Then we have to do the
repairs,” Henning said. “Its a
lot of pressure, but that’s our
Jjob, to make sure the kids are

CaANTON

6355 N. Canton Center + 47463 Michigan Ave.

Here are some of the areas
Wichigan State Police inspect on
Piymouth-Canton school buses:
W [n caby, Enfrance door; side
giass; seat belt

W Accessories; Horm, wipers;
heater; mirror

| Lights; Headiights; emergency
fiashers; tail lights; backup lights
W Safety; Firsi-aid kit; fire extin-
guisher

® Chassis: Wheel bearings;
springs; batfery; filters

B Road test: Parking brake;
steering; brakes; oil leaks

safe. As a team, were pretty
proud of what we do here.”

Tina Richner of Plymouth
Township, who has been
driving a school bus for 17
vears, said she’s very confi-
dent her No. 9 yellow schoo)
bus is always in road-ready
shape each morning, before
she gives it her mandatory
15-minute inspection before
starting her routes.

“Before we take off we
have a check list, such as the
engine, belts, fluids, tires,
make sure the seats are tight
and the floor is safe,” Eichner
said. “If we find something
wrong, we write it up and
they usually fix it that day.
We've got very good mechan-
ics.”
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small area near Warren and
Denton.

In most of western
Canton, hunting with a
firearm is restricted to
shotguns, rimfire rifle or
handguns of .22 caliber or
smaller, and muzzleloaders.
The biggest change was for
a couple areas of northwest
Canton, where hunting with,
or the discharge of a shotgun
loaded with shot not larger
than No. 6 shot, is permitted
only from Oct. 20 to March
2.

In areas open to hunting,
verbal permission from the
property owner is required.
Also, the state’s safety zone
law bans hunting or the dis-
charge of a firearm within
150 yards of an occupied
building or dwelling, without
obtaining written permis-
sion of the owner. Careless
and reckless discharge of a
firearm is a misdemeanor,
punishable by 90 days in jail
and/or 2 $500 fine.

Despite the safety con-
cerns, Kerr said there
haver't been many inci-
dences where hunters have
broken the law.

“It's not an ongoing prob-
lem,” he said. “With all the
development that is taking
place, it's kind of eliminat-
ing people’s ability to hunt.”

Novi
43350 Arena Dr,
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Not Permitted

¢ Restricted - Hunting with, or the discharge of a shotgun loaded with shot ny
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Corriveau town hall

meeting

With southeast Michigan
facing a1 epidemic of home
foreclosures, state Rep, Marc
Corriveau, D-Northville, will
hold a town hall meeting at
7 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 24,
at St. Mary Catholic Church,
34516 W. Michigan Avenue
in Wayne where residents can
learn how to guard against
losing their homes and talk
with legal experts.

“I want to make sure that
our residents have the infor-
mation they need to stay in
their homes and avoid going
into foreclosure,” Corriveau
said. “Michigan has one of the
highest foreclosure rates in the
country. The experts who will
be on hand at this town hall
meeting will be able to offer
advice and answer questions
for residents who may be at
risk of losing their homes.”

Guest speakers at the town
hall meeting include Rob Day
of Legal Aid and representa-
tives from the community
advocacy group ACORN.

In August, Corriveau
unveiled a plan that would
erack down on predatory
mortgage-lending practices
and strengthens consumer
protections in the face of the
collapsing subprime mortgage
market. The plan will, in part,
ban predatory lending prac-
tices, such as making loans
without requiring borrowers
to prove their ability to repay
the loan; prohibit home refi-
nancing that generates fees
for the lender unless there is
a tangible net benefit to the
borrower; protect consumers
from being steered toward
high-cost loans over tradition-
al loans; and prohibit prepay-
ment penalties.

According to federal data,
Wayne County had 2,316
foreclosures in April, with 59
homes going into foreclosure
in Corriveau’s 20th House
District, which includes part
of Canton.

For more information, .
contact Corriveau toll-free at

- (877) 208-4737.

Salem Rocks fund-raiser

The Salem Linebackers are
having a bowling fund-raiser
to support the Salem Rocks
football team from 2-4 p.m.,
Sunday, Sept. 30, at Plaza
Lanes on Ann Arbor Road in
Plymouth.

For just $10 per person, you
can bowl all you want during
the fund-raiser, Come a little
early, so you'll be ready to go
at 2 p.mn. The $10 donation
covers both bowling and shoe
rental,

Please call Don Turner at
(734) 812-0504 if you have

questions,

St. Michael open house

St. Michael Christian
S¢hool, 7000 N. Sheldon Road
in Canton, is hosting an open
house on Thursday, Sept. 27,
from 6:30-8 p.m. The school
offers 3-year-old preschool
through fifth grade classes
including all day kindergarten
and Young Fives. St. Michael
Christian School has a Christ
centered education using the
Holy Bible, the Concordia
Publishing House study series,
and a weekly chapel service
led by the pastoral staff. All
the teachers are credentialed.

For more information, call
{(734) 459-9720.

Consumer Expo

The Canton Chamber will .
celebrate 35 years of helping
businesses network in the
local community when they
host the Oct. 25 Consumer
Expo at Summit on the Park.
The chamber is seeking busi-
nesses interested in having a
booth at the event. To register
for a booth, e-mail eventscoor-

. dinator@cantonchamber.com

or call the Chamber office at
(734) 453-4040. Registration
deadline is Oct. 5.

The event, which will run 5-
7:30 p.m., is being sponsored
by Boyer Meat Processing,
Outdoor Fun Store Co,, and
Xuereb Snow PC.

Seniors Safe, Sound &
Secure

The Canton Senior Safety
Coalition and Canton Public
Safety present their annual

Seniors Safe, Sound &
Secure seminar from noon to
3 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 17 at
Sammit on the Park, 46000
Summit Parkway in Canton.
This year a panel of experts
will discuss and answer ques-
tions about scams, financial
exploitation and elder abitse,
as well as strategies and useful
resources to protect yourself
and your assets.

For reservations contact the
Canton Senior Desk at (734)
3094-~5485. .

Lunch with dessert will
be provided compliments of
Waltonwood at Cherry Hill,
Waltonwood at Carriage Park
& Assisted Moving. Everyone
will receive a free packet from
Canton Public Safety.

Plymouth-Canton Junior
Miss

High school senior girls
interested in participating in
the Plymouth-Canton Junior
Miss Scholarship. Program
please contact Marissa
Sarnecky at jmsarnecky@
aol.com or (313) 215-3512.
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AROUND CANTON

There will be an orientation
on Sunday, Oct. 7, at 7 p.m.
at the Westland Friendship
Center located ont Newburgh
Road (south of Ford Road} in
Westland.

Auditions

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill will host auditions
for A Perfectly Normal Boy
from noon to 5 p.m., Oct., 27.
This project is a developmen-
tal workshop that will mark
the Detroit area premiere of
a show that was originally
performed Off-Broadway at
the Sanford Meisner Theater.
Several small changes are
being made to the show to
prepare it for production
in Chicago in late 2008. To
earn more about the produc-
tion, please visit the myspace
site at www.myspace.com/
APerfectlyNormalBoy.

The production company is
looking for six men - all ages,
ethnicities, and physical types.
Please be prepared for the fol-
lowing at auditions: Bring one
song (with sheet music) in your
key {(accompanist provided);
dress comfortably for dance.
Walk-ins only, no appoint-
ments. Caltbacks will be
Sunday, Oct. 28 at noon.

Rehearsals will begin in
October and run through
December. Performance dates
(all performances are at The
Village Theater at Cherry Hill)
will be Dec. 28, 29; and Jan. 4,
5,19, 25, 26. Each performer
will receive a $100 stipend.

YWCA seeks outstanding
women

Do you know a woman who
deserves to be recognized? Is
there a woman that changed
yourlife? Celebrate the suc-
cess of an outstanding woman
you know by nominating them
for the YWCA of Western
Wayne County 2007 Women
of Achievement Awards.

The Women of Achievement
Awards recognize outstanding
women throughout Western
‘Wayne County who represent
the following categories: com-
munications/the arts, business
Jeadership, government/law,
dedicated volunteer, young |
professional, leadership award
and young woman.

Nominees will be honored
at the Women of Achievement
Awards Luncheon and Silent
Auction Nov. 16 at The
Dearborn Inn. The program
begins at 11 a.m. with a silent

Be prepared

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Kathy Rich displays
some of the informational posters the township has put together
to promote National Preparedness Month, which is September (as
declared by President George G. Bush). 'Individuals can prepare
themselves and their families for emergencies by taking simple

- steps such as organizing an emergency supply kit, making a personal
preparedness plan, becoming informed about different threats,
and getting involved in preparing their community. Citizens may
visit Canton’s Web site at www.cantonpublicsafety.org and click on
emergency management or go to ready.gov and citizencorps.gov to
learn more about emergency preparedness and ways to take action.

auction and the awards pre-
sentation begins at 12:15 p.m.
Tickets are $40 per person
and $400 for tables of 10.

Contact the YWCA at (313)
561-4110 to receive Women
of Achievernent nomination
forms. The deadline to nomi-
nate is Oct. 19.

Canton to salute local
soldiers

On Sunday, Nov. 11, Canton
will host a “Salute to Service”
ceremony at the Village
Theater, located 50400 Cherry
Hill Road, from 2-4 p.m.,
which will recognize area resi-
dents currently in active duty.

Photos of these Canton resi-
dents who are currently serv-
ing in our Armed Forces will

Brent, Terry, Hunter and Julie Miller

BILL BROWN F
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{between Merriman and-Farmington Roads)
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be on display. Residents are
encouraged to submit 8 x 10
scanned copies of photos (no
originals photos please). Be
sure to label the back of each
photo with the name of the
service person, the branch of
his or her service, and contact
information.

Copies of these photos
can either be mailed to Pat
VanDusen at the Summit on
the Park, located at 46000

- Mega rates.
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relationships

required!
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Summit Parkway, Canton, MI
48188 or e-mailed to pvandu-
sen@canton-mi.org.

The public is welcome to
attend this free event. For
more information on the
Salute to Service ceremony
scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 11
from 2-4 p.m. at the Village
Theater, please call (7340
3945193 or visit www.can-
ton-mi.org,

Craft show

Attention Crafters. Tri-City
Christian Center is currently
accepting.applications for its
annual Holiday Craft Fair
on Dec. 1. Tri-City is located
at 3855 Sheldon Road (just
north of Michigan Avenue) in
Canton. For more informa-
tion contact Sharon Chefan at
('734) 397-1777 or e-mail her
at sharonchefan@trlcltychns—
tian.org.

Clothing bank help

The Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Clothing
Bank, which is located at
Salem High School, provides
free clothing to families in
need. It accepts fashionable, -
gently-used clothing dona-
tions Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday from 9:30-11:30
a.m. The Clothing Bank
entrance is on the northwest
side of the building. Take the
drive just west of Salem (where
the buses enter) and follow it
straight toward the school.
Look for the signs. .

The goal is for students who
receive clothing do not look
out-of-place at school. Please
ask yourself this question
before you donate: Would my
children wear this?

The bank is in particular
need of teen and children’s
clothing, women’s extra-large
sizes, shoes and boots.

The bank is also-in need of
a few volunteers. Please call
(7349 416-6179 and leave a
message.

For more information, con-
tact Karen Palgut via e-mail
atk _palgut@w1deopenwest
com,
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Thanks to the generous support of community
and corporate donors and the hard work of the
Golf Classic Steering Committee chaired by Jeff
Scott, the 2007 St. Joe’s Pro Am Golf Classic was
a spectacular event. Gifts for the Pro Am totaled
nearly $150,000 to benefit the development of
the Saint Joseph Mercy Center for Advanced
Medicine and Surgery at the Canton Health

Center. The event, held on June 20, hosted 47 .

PGA Professionals who joined the teams for a

day of golf at Pheasant Run Golf Club in Canton.

This year’s Awards Dinner was extra special as
guests paid tribute to the late legendary U of
M football coach Bo Schembechler who served
as HMonorary Chair for the past five years. Mrs.
Cathy Schembechler attended the dinner and
joined Bryan Amann, St. joseph Mercy Hospital
Major Gifts Committee Co-chair ‘and Golf
Committee member; Garry C. Faja, Saint Joseph
Mercy Health System President and CEQ; and
WXYZ-TV/Channel 7 Sports Director Don
Shane in unveiling 2 permanent display created
in memory of Coach Schembechler that will be
installed at Pheasant Run.

St. Joe’s gives special recognition and gratitude
to the 2007 Pro Am lead sponsor Dick Scott
Automotive Group — Kia Nissan Dodge for
making 2 generous gift of a Kia Optima X
Sedan for the Hospital's Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation program. The Scott family, led
by Dick and supported by Jeff (Pro Am chair
and loyal committee member), Jason, judd and
Nichole, are long-time champions of St. Joe's
and the Golf Classic.

Saint Joseph Mercy Health System recognizesand
commends those individuals and organizations
who gave their support for 2007 St. Joe’s Pro
Am Golf Classic. Thank you for your continued
generosity and partnership.

QA FZiNY
]CS)%IIIE\I by QU
MERCY

HEALTH SYSTEM
A MEMBER OF TRINITY HEAUTH

_STEERING COMMITTEE

From left: S{MH Department of Surgery Chair and

Major Gifts Commiztee Co-chair Walter M, Whitehobise,

- Jr, MD; SMH Development Committee Chair and

Heatth System Board member Bill Holmes and his
wife, Wendy Holmes; WXYZ-TVIChannel 7 Action News
Sparts Director and event master of ceremonies Don
Shane and his wife, Mona Shane; Carole Empey; and
SiMI Major Gifts Committee Co-chair and Pro Am

“Committee member Bryan Amann,-’

2004 and 2005 St foe’s Pro Am Golf Classic Chair
Shahnaz Broucek and 2008 St joe's Pro Am Chair Bilf
Broucek ffeft) joined together with the members of the
Approved Mortgages team, who went on to take first
tlace omong mixed teams at the event.

WXYZ-TYIChannel 7 Acticn News Sports Director Don
Shane (third from left} joined the Saint foseph Mercy
Health System team, which was awarded second place
at the event and included Head Golf Professional for
Pheasant Run Golf Club Greg Bores; Health System
Board member Steve Dobson; S{MH Department of
Surgery Chair and Major Gifts Committee Co-chair
Waiter M. Whitehouse, Jr, MD; Health System Board
member John Burkhardt; S{MHS President and‘ CEQ
Garry C. Faja,

Dick Scott (center} represented lead sponsor

Dick Scott Automotive Group — Kia, Nissan, Dodge.
Phatographed heré, Mr, Scott received a closest-to-
the-pin award from his son, JefF Scott {tight), who
was the 2007 St joe's Pro A Golf Classic Chair
and Garry C. Fajg, SiMHS President and CEC.

{IMR: jeff Score « ERERITUS (BAIR: =<Ted Lindsay

STEERIKG COMAITIEE: Hugh Blake-Thomas, Bill Broucek, Dirk Bundle, Dennis Dowling, Greg jahn,
Chris Lajoy, Clyde Matzger, Hal Rosin, Git Ruicel, Mark Saker, PatVanDusen, JanetVolante, Christine Wade

“ LAREE: *Bryan Amann, Greg Bores, *Shahnaz Broucek, Don Jarrett, *Fhil Lajoy,
‘ **Richard Lewiston, Cheryl Phillips, *Tom Yack

*Past Chair- **Pgst Honorary Chair

“DONORS

SPECIAL THANHS

Dick Scott Automotive Group
Kia, Nissan, Dodge

PHILANTHROPY

Dr. jack Carman
Blackwell Ford, Inc.
Forms Trac Enterprises, Inc.

TAGLE SPONSORS
Barton Malow Company I§-KIND
The Christman Company ‘Binder Park Golf Ciub
ot gném“prg:;‘?' Boulder Creek Golf Club
Gil-Mar MEG Co. Mr. & Mrs. John Burkhardt
- Johnson Controls Carls'Golfland
City of Livonia Golf Division

Ozkland Financial Group
at UBS Financlal Services Colonial Heritage Golf Course
Comerica Bank
Dairy Queen of Canton
Detroit Pistons Organization

Dick Scott Automotive Group

BIRDIE SPONSORS

Action Benefits
Allied Waste Services

{Detroit Metro West) Kia, Nissan, Dodge -
Appraved Mortgages Eagle Crast Golf Club
Ashley Capital Will Ellender-Taylormade Golf
Bryan L, Amann Greystone Golf Club
Cardinal Health Grosse He Golf & Country Club
Cardiovascular & Thoracic Hickory Ridge Golf Course
Surgeons of Ann Arbor

Holiday Market

Cueter Chrysler Jeep Dodge Judy & Michael Johns

Dearborn Real Estate

Steve Kusisto —
Detroit Ignition Soccer Team Kusisto Golf Sales
DTE Energy Lakelands Golf & Country Club
Emergency Physicians La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries
Medical Group Marty Leverett
" Foley, Baron & Metzger, PLLC

Oaldand Financial Group
at UBS Financial Services

. Paint Creek Country Club

Gil-Mar MFG Co. (2 teams)
Grand Sakwa / Lormax Stern

HKS Architects Pine View Golf Course
Lajoy Group Rose’s Restaurant
" L &W Engineering Gil Ruicci
Lewlston/Ecterbeek Families Jae Pollack
Liberty Title Canton The Polo Fields
Mitchell Home Medical,ine. Golf & Country Club
MLP Michael L. Priest Pontiac Country Club
& Assoc, Inc. Sentient Sports
Mational City Bank Sycamaore Hills Gelf Club
Cutdoor Solutions T.C. Gators Sports Bar & Grill

Rencen Machine Company, Inc.
Sauk Trail Hills Landfill
Viking Products

Under the Sun Tanning
Van Dyke Sport Center’
James Wisniewski

Westland Car Care Towing Matt Zavadil

Don Shane WXYZ-TV{Channel 7 Action News
Sports Director and Cathy Schembechier joined
In the unveiling of the display that was created
in Bo Schembechler's memary to be installed
at Pheasant Run Golf Chib.

Golden State Warrlor Jason Richardson (left) and
Fox Sports broadcaster and former Detroit Pistn .
Greg Kefser attended the event.

Pictured from left:Jeff Scotr, 2007 St. foe’s Pro Am
Golf Classic.Chair; Hockey Great Ted Lindsay, former
player for the Detrolt Red Wings and Chair Emeritus
for the event and Gil Rufcc, Pro Am Committes
member dnd long-lime supporter of the event

Danor Key

Eagle Sponsors $5,000 to §14,999
Birdie Sponsore $2,000 to $4.999
Philanthropy $1,999 and below

REMARKABLE MEDICINE, REMARKABLE CARE.
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Board ready to approve leaner
2008 budget for township

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

At a recent study session
to discuss the Canton’s 2008

_budgets, department heads

kept uttering a single phrase:

“It’s pretty much the same.”

. In most areas, the proposed
2008 budget isn’t a big leap
from this year’s revenues and
expenditures. In'fact, the
general fund budget will be
reduced by about a $1 million,
from $24.3 million in 2007 to

' $23.3 million in 2008 -- if the

township board approves the
staff proposals.

Among the most talked-
about aspects, is the transfer
of 0.25 mills from public safety
into the general fund. The
money, which is expected to
generate nearly $1 million in
2008, could be used to pay
for road improvements that
Wayne County can’t fund.

wants you

The Observer Newspapers
is Jooking for sophomores,
juniors and seniors interested
in producing local newspaper
pages and online material for
teens by teens. This marks the
second year of the Observer’s
Student Voices projectin
which area teens write about
issues important to them.

Last year nearly 100 stu-
dents participated in the -
school-year program.
* Teens report, write, edit
and take photographs for the
hometownLIFE.com print
and on-line sections which will
appear periodically in Sunday
editions throughout the school
year. .
Only sophomores, juniors

The possible shift, which
board members expect to hap-
pen whether or not the funds
are used for roadwork, has
garnered some criticism from

residents that have said the

police and fire departments
should save that money for
emergency situations.

With an expected $900,000
reduction in the public safety
budget, the fire department
will see a 3.16 percent decrease
in it’s $10 million in expen-
ditures, while the police will
increase its budget from $14.6
million to $15.2 million in
2008,

Neither department is
expected to hire new employ-
ees.

Municipal Services has
proposed a $20,000 hike in
lawn care services. Tim Faas,
municipal services director,
cited an increased need to
tend to the lawns of foreclosed

properties.

Faas also said the township
is preparing to map out solid
water and sewer rates over the
next several years that could
prevent the department from
dipping into its reserves.

In 2008, the water and
sewer fund is expected to have
an $8 million shortfall.

While there’s money in the
department’s fund balance
account 10 male up the differ-
ence, Faas said that can’t con-
tinue forever.

“By law we have to balance
the water and sewer budget,”
he said. “We can'’t continue to
absorb the increases.”

The township board will
vote on the proposed budget’
at its meeting on Tuesday. The
meeting begins at 7 p.m. at
the Canton Admmlstra.twe
Building.

tiparks@hametownlite.com | (734) 459-2700

Teen Journahsts Observer

to contribute

oo LIFE

and seniors are eligible to
participate. In addition, stu-
dents must commit to serving

as a student journalist for the

entire 2007-2008 school year
and be prepared to attend a
90-minute orientation session
from 3:30-5 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 4 and planning meetings
as determined by the student

group. -

The first pages and on-line
stories are scheduled to appear
in November.

“We want teens to take
ownership of the section in
print and online, “ said Susan
Rosiek, executive editor of -
the Observer & Eccentric -
Newspapers. '

“Teens will decide what to
cover, what to write about
- what's important to them.

They'll be mentored by report-

ers, editors and photographers
at the OHE.”

To apply, go to www.home-
townlife.com and click on
the Student Voices fogo for an
application. Deadline to apply
is Monday, Sept. 24.

G st s

"t"émc« @ 77» mwlu;m'
mﬁam Teanms”

Tae Kwon Do

Call or visit now
734.737.0560

www.mixcheer.com

er & Hip Hop Dance Teams
pam fo Cheer & Hip Hop Classes
jue Classes x Camps g

New for Fail!

Classes for All Ages!

An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residents.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
-On Call Nurse Practitioner

-Planned Activities

- 8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
-Medication Management

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-Incontinence Management

-Beauty & Barber Shop
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SALE!

Good on 1/2 our merchandise

o Off*

FINAL WEEK!

Store Hours: o

Monday - Wednesday 10:00am - 6:00pin

Thursday & Friday 10:00am — 8:00pm .

Saturday 10:00am — 5:00pm | | | J | E R S
Closed Sunday o - www.orinjewelers.com

Fruchtman Marketing

f
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NORTHVILLE GARDEN CITY
101 East Main Street at Center 29317 Ford Road at Middlebelt

248.349.6940 /34.422.7030

“Excludes previous purchases and layaways. Excludes Hearts on Fire®, Tacori,
Scott Kay, Pandora, Mikimoto and loose diamonds. Some additional exclusions
may apply. See store for details. ALL SALES FINAL
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Investing inheritance better idea than paying off mortgage

Dear Rick: I'm 30 years
old and just inherited
$25,000. My dad says 1
should invest the money. My
mother thinks I ought to pay
down my mortgage. I owe
approximately $100,000 on
my morigage at 5 percent.
What do you recommend?
While I hate to disagree
with mothers, I believe your
dad is correct. After taxes,
your mortgage is costing
approximately 4 percent. By
investing the money long term,
you should be able to at least
double what your mortgage
is costing. It makes sense to
invest the $25,000 as opposed

to paying
down on your
mortgage.
Tmnota
fan of mak-
ing extra
payments on
mortgages or
making large
lump-sum
payments.
. This is par-
ticularly true
for someone who has a fixed-

Money Matters

rate mortgage with a very low
‘interest rate. A good investor.

looking long term should be
able to earn substantially more
than the after-tax cost of the

Mike’s Marketplace

'FANTASTIG
SAVIN GS'

sh Groun Beef

$9

Famil
Pack y

.Fresh Skinless Boneless

594

Famil
BREAST::»

Our Own Counter Thick Sliced

LEAN

' Famil
BAGON-.

Lean Slcecl Bone-In Center Cut

Lipari Oven Roasfed

'I'IIBKEY BREAST

ROAST BEEF

mortgage, in this situation 4
percent. After all, just lock

at a fund like Vanguard S&P
500 and see how that fund has
done over the last 20 years.

Another option to consider
is investing the moneyin a
Roth IRA. If you qualify, a
Roth is a great opportunity
because the money will grow-
on a tax-free hasis.

Since the year’s almost over,
you can consider investing a
portion of the money now into
a Roth IRA and then after
Jan. 1 make your 2008 Roth
contribution. This will allow
you to invest a substantial por-
tion of the inheritance on a
tax-free basis.

One last note and that is
thatit is important for inves-
tors to be honest with them-
selves. If you do not believe
you will let vour investments -
grow long term, then making
the extra mortgage payments
or making a lump-sum pay-
ment may be the best invest-

‘ment for you.

Dear Rick: What are capital
gain distributions and do 1
need to be concerned with
them?

Capital gain distributions
typically refer to mutual
funds. By law, mutual funds
are required to distribute
profits on a year-by-year basis.
Typically, December is when
the majority of funds make
the distribution. As a mutual
fund investor, it is important

‘to understand capital gain dis-
- tributions and how they affect

you.
First, there is the tax issue.
When a mutual fund makes a

- capital gain distribution into

a taxable account, the distri-
buticn is taxed. In a majority
of cases, itis considered a
long-term capital gain and the
maximum tax rate is 15 per-
cent. It doesn't matter whether
vou were a shareholder in that
fund for the whole year or

recently purchased the fund,
you are still taxed.

Where capital gain distribu-
tions can make a significant
difference is for someone who
is considering purchasing a
mutual fund near the time it is
making its capital gain distri-
bution.

In most sitnations, that will
be at the end of the year. That
is why right about the time we
get to Thanksgiving, someone
who is making a new invest-
ment in a taxable account
should consider delaying the
purchase until after the fund
makes its capital gain distri-
bution. This will allow you to
avoid paying tax on the capital
gain distribution.

Scome people point to capi-
tal gain distributions as the-
downside of investing in
motual funds. If you own indi-
vidual stocks, there is no tax
consequences until the stock is
sold. However, it is incorrect to
say that capital gain distribu-

tions increase your taxes.
Capital gain distributions

and How they are taxed is

in fact nothing more than

atiming issue. After all, if

mutual funds did not have to

distribute capital gains, you

would end up paying the same

capital gains tax when you
sold the fund. Therefore, the
real difference with it is you
are paying the tax throughout
the time you own the fund as
opposed to just when you sell
it.

One last note for investors
in tax-deferred accounts, such
as 401(k) plans and 403(b)s.
These distributions have no
effect.

Rick Bloom is a fee-oniy financial

- adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers

can submit guestions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noon-to 3
p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400},

~ Canton Board of Trustees

The Canton Board of
Trustees will hold a regular
meeting at 7 p.m., Sept. 25 at
the Canton Administration
Building, 1150 S. Canton
Center Road.

Agenda items inchude
Western Townships Utility
Authority budget approval;
set Dec. 1, 2007 millage rates;
adopt fiscal year 2008 bud-
gets; consider waiving receipt
of proposals and increasing
p-0. #66500 to northwest con-
sultants, inc, to provide pro-
fessional engineering services
for preliminary street design
and construction cost estimate
for road improvements to
Marlowe Street special assess-
ment district; consider approv-
al of purchase of construction
supplies for Lower Rouge
River trail head and associated

- trails project; consider awtho-
_ rizing the township supervisor

ON THE AGENDA

to acquire right-of-way for
the 2008 Intersection Action
Committee program.

Canton Planning
Commission

Canton’s Planning
Commission will meet on
Monday, Sept. 24, at 7 p.m.
on the first floor of Canton’s
Administration Building. -
Ttems on the agenda include a
public hearing on Fakih prop-
erty (north of Palmer Road
and east of Haggerty Road)
rezoning from C-1, village
shopping, to O-1 office; and
site plans for National City
Bank exterior modifications
and Max & Erma’s Restaurant
exterior modifications, and a
staff referral for Del Taco on
property located south of Ford
Road between Sheldon and
Morton Taylor roads.

YOUR VEHICLE AND MORE.
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v Genuine Motorcraft®
Qil and Filter Change
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Morn. & Thurs 7:30-8
Tues. & Wed 7:30-

Plymouth-Canton School
Board

The Plymouth~-Canton
Schools Board of Education
meets twice this week, The
board conducts a special meet-
ing 7 p.m. Monday to consider
approving a search firm to
help hire a replacement for

-retiring superintendent Jim

Ryan. The meeting starts with
a 6:15 p.m. closed session to
discuss negotiations and per-
sonnel update.

The board then conducts
its regular meeting 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 25. Among
iterns up for discussion are
a ratification of the contract
with teachers, the district’s
Adequate Yearly Progress
report cards and bids to
replace lockers at Salem High
School.

" Both meetings take placein

the board meeting room at the
E.J. McClendon Educational

Center, 454 S. Harvey, in
Plymouth,

For more 1nformatlon call
{734 416-2700.

Wayne-Westland School
Board

The Wayne-Westland Schools

Board of Education will hold
aregular meeting at 7 p.m.,
Sept. 24 in the board room of
the Timothy J. Dyer Service
Center, 36745 Marquette Road
in Westland.

Agenda items include
W-WAP (Wayne-
Westland Association of
Paraprofessionals) contract
agreement, which would run-
July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2009;
contract(s) for instructional
personnel; teacher James
Zoltowski tenure charges; and
resolution approving purchase
agreement of real estate.

COPS grant puts digital cameras
in Wayne-Westland schools

BY DARRELL. CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Wayne-Westland Community
Schools will have heightened
security by installing hundreds
of new digital cameras in the
district’s 25 school buildings.

Security cameras, which
provide high-resolution images,
also will be placed on buses and
in buildings, such as adminis-
tration offices on Marquette,

“Every building in the district
will have a number of cameras
at entranceways, ha]lways and
other areas of concern,” Supt. -
Greg Baracy said.

In an era of increasing con-
cerns about potential school
violence, the new technology
will be bought with grants from
the U.S. Department of Justice's
Office of COPS, or Community-
Oriented Policing Services.

COPS gave $385,225 to the
city of Westland and $158,225 to
the Wayne Police Department.

In Westland, Deputy Police
Chief Alan Ramsden helped
secure the funding with help

MARSH POWER TOOLS

FALL OPEN HOUSE

AT OUR LIVONIA LOCATION ONLY...
20579 Middlebelt » 1-800-433-8665

10: OOam 5:00 pm
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Check out our webSIte at www.marshpowertools com l

SENCO
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from the school district, whith
will provide matching dollars

“I couldn’t be more happy
that it came through,” he said
“This is going to give us an
unprecedented level of securiy
for public schools, in terms of
solving crimes and finding ot
what’s going on in the schools
ina moments notice. It'’s prety
amazing.’

Baracy said the district’s tw
high schools already have me
than 100 security cameras, “It
we're still going to put morei?

He credited city officials in
Westland and Wayne for won
ing with the district to enhamn
security in schools.

Said Westland Mayor Willip,
Wild: “It’s our ultimate goal t
make our schools as safe as pt
sible, and I think this grant w
go a long way toward achieviy
that goal.” _

Ramsden said that in Adan
Middle School alone, 24 older
security cameras will be
switched over to digital techd
ogy, and 24 new cameras will}
installed for a total of 48.

He also said that of the 11
elementary schools that are in
the Westland portion of the di
triet, a total of 143 cameras wi
be installed. .

“This is state-of-the-art sty
Ramsden said.
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Heating up the chili

Annual taste contest draws record numbers

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFFWRITER

Dressed mainly in black, including a black vest,
shoes and doo-rag, 68-year-old Dick Nobert of
Livonia said he's been riding motorcycles the past
25 years.

Nebert, who didn't resemble the stereotypical
retired Garden City elementary school teacher that
he is, said he spends his retirement traveling with
his wife on their Harleys, and meeting with his
biker friends from Motor City Harley-Davidson in
Farmington Hills, a motorcycle club chapter with
about 1,200 members.

“H I knew how good it was, I would have retired
years before,” said Nobert, who taught for more
than 32 years in Garden City.

Nobert was in Plymouth’s Kellogg Park
‘Wednesday afternoon, helping to promote the
Great Lakes Regional Chili Cookoff, which takes
place Sept. 30 in downtown Plymouth. Not enly
will there be a record 60 contestants vying for top
honors in red and green chili and salsa competi-
tion, there will be thousands of bikers on hand,
many of them displaying their “hogs” for competi-
tion.

“I like looking at the different bikes and the
things people have done to them,” Nobert said. “I
like all the people you see and meeting with the
people we know from our chapter. It'sjust a real,
real good time.”

Tt’s the 12th annual event put together by
Annette Horn of Plymouth, who — along with her
husband, Ken — will be competing individually at
the world championship chili cookoff in Omaha,
Neb., next month.

“There will be more than 60 chilis o choose
from, which is a record for us; there will be 12
restaurants to choose from,” Horn said. “The
public will be able to voté for their favorites, with
apeople’s choxce winner and a restaurant pecple’s
choice.

“It is a well-loved event,” added Horn. “People
from town like it, and we get phone calls immedi-
ately after the event from people who want to know
when it's going to happen next year.”

Horn said for the third year in a row the pro-
ceeds raised by those tasting and voting for the top
red and green chilis, salsas, and motorcycle compe-
tition will be the Habitat for Humanity of Western
Wayne — located on Starkweather in Plymouth
— which last year received $20,000 from Horn.

“When you look at a house being about $75,000,
that’s a very, very good start for us,” said Michael
Sage, president of the board of directors. “We did
build a house in Canton, and there’s a possibility
in April there will be another in the same general
area.”

Along with Motor City Harley-Davidsor;, BMW
Motoreyeles of Southeast Michigan, located in
Canton Township, will be lending its name and

" Biker Dog. The winner will receive a trophy and

The 12th Annual

Local chili aficionado Annette Horn samples the wares.

monetary support to the Chili Cookoff.

“It’s really important that we become involved
with the community, and this s a great event and
charity we're sponsoring,” said owner John Horner.
“We were here last year, just as observers, and saw
the quality of the family event and wanted tobe a
partofit.”

On hand for the preview event were three
Plymeouth restaurants — Station 885, Doyles
Tavern and The Omelette and Waffle Cafe — all
previous winners in the Chili Cookoff. Al had rea-
sonable facsimiles of their winning chilis to taste;
waiting, instead, to save some of the “secret ingre-
dients” for competition.

“The one we win with every year is a pork chili,
with three different textures of pork in it,” said
David Pawlowski of The Omelette and Waffle Cafe,
which won the People’s Choice Award last year.
“The secret ... I can't tell you because it’s an ingredi-
ent I make myself”

The Great Lakes Regional Chili Cookoff also has
competition for the Hottest Dog in the Coolest City.
“It’s to get the families with dogs involved, they

can dress them up and be part of the event,” said
Horn. “We have two categories, Hot and Spicy and

gift basket.”

Entry forms are available at Specialty Pets, Jill
Andra Young Photography and Happy Hounds
Day Care. Entry fees are $5 for pre-registration and
$7 at the event.

The Chili Cookoff and related events will be held
nwoon to 5 p.an. Sunday, Sept. 30, in downtown
Plymouth.

tbruscato@hométown\ffe.com
(734) 459-2700
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Fifth Third Equity Flexline*

Prime Minus 1.01%-

Now, you can turn all your hard work into a better tomorrow with a
Fifth Third Equity Flexline. Borrow up to 100% of your home’s equity
to pay off high-interest bills, for home improvements, higher education
or a long-awaited vacation. it's a well-earned bonus.

Call 1-866-53-LOANS or walk in any of our
90 Southeast Michigan Banking Center locations today.

FIFTH THIRD BAl

www.53.com

*Subject to aedit review and approval. Foran Equity Flexine of $75,000 - $1,000,600, as of 9/19/07, the variabla APR is as low as Prime-1.01% and s currently 5.74% or as low as
6.49% APR with addiionat 25% discount. A mirimtm draw of $10,000 is required, For & in in anamount between $30,000-$24999, as of 9/19/07 the APRis as low as Prime -
JSi% aited i currently 724%, or 2 low a5 6.99% APR with ardeitlenal 5% disentint, A b draw of 45,000 s requirad. For a line of 5,000 - $49,996, as of /194, the variable
APR s as fow as Prime + 09 and is currently 7.75%, 0r 2 fow as 750% APR with additional 25% discoust. The 25% discount recuires that monthly payments be automaticaly
dedusced frem your Fifth Third checking accaunt using BifPayer 2000 and that credit qualifications and loan-to-value ratios be met, Interest rates may vary and are indexed to the
Prime Rate:as published daily in the Wall Street Jouma Eastem Fdition “Money Rates™ table. Applicable interest rte varies depending on your eradit quaffications, Ine amount and
loanto vale ratio fom a variable APR of Prime - 1.01% {currently 5.74% APR} o Prime + 4 50% (cumentiy 12.25% APR). Ofer s avallatie-orfy on new Fith Third aquty fines of qadit
Hifth Third checking account required. The maximur APR will not exceed 25%, or the state usury calfing, whichever s less. Annuiai fee of up to $65 waived for one year. In Forida,
docurnentary stamp tax and intangible taxes annly. The totalcost of hese e s based upon the loan amoumt and will generally range from $2750 - $4.450. Consul a tax advisor-

regarding deductibiity of interest. Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are registered service miarks of Fifth Third Banmrp leembef FDIC. 2 Ecpsad Housing Lender,

Don’t waste your gas money driving across town
when relief is around the corner!

Heartland is celebrating National Rehab Week |
every Wednesday in September.
Heartiand Rehab Outpatient Clinics will screen your i
symptoms while you wait at three locations:
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REHABILITATION SERVICES

OUTPATIENT-Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy
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Boy Scout & Girl Scout
Headquarter

Large Selection of In-Stock Merchandise for Children & Adults
(Husky Sizes Available by Catalog)

* Uniforms * Books * Pins  Patches  Ac

Den Leaders...We Have a Large Hobby & Craft \
Selection to Help You Pian Your Scouting Activities!

School
Project
Kits

GCars &
Planes

Hundreds to
choose from!

Electric | Hobby
Trains Books
Supplies

o N Scale » HO Scale
e 0 Gauge (Lionel)

| Everything you % Rocket

| need to create Kits &
& power an .
awesome layout! Supplies

Store Hours:
Mon.- Fri. 8-8,
Sat. -6 and
Sun. 10-4
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