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Life goes on at PCA after ex-teacher faces sex
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Three days after the news
broke of a scandal that could've
rocked the close-knit hub at
Plymouth Christian Academy,
school officials were expecting
hesitancy and reservation —
instead they got the usual smiles
and anticipation that accorapu-
nies their annual picture day.

"The response of our school
family has been extremely
encouraging," PCA Supt. Tony
Beckett said. "We expected cau-
tion but instead it's been warm
and encouraging."

The Joy Road academy,
which is run by Calvary Baptist

Stein

Church, has
been thrust in
the media spot-
light after one of
its former teach-
ers, Stephanie
Ann Stein,
31, of Canton
was arraigned
Monday on

charges that she had a sexual
relationship with a 15-year-old
boy that she befriended at the
Christian school.

The married mother of two,
who resigned from her part-
time PCA position in June, has
been charged with two counts
of third-degree criminal sexual
conduct, each a 15-year felony;

one count of using the Internet
to communicate with a minor
to commit a crime, a four-year
felony; and one count of dis-
tributing obscene material of a
sexual nature to a minor, a two-
year felony.

The alleged relationship
between the former teacher
and the teen, who is no longer a
student at PCA, was discovered
after the boy's mother caught
Stein in her home during the
summer.

"Mom was suspicious and she
contacted police," Canton Sgt.
Rick Pomorski said, adding that
when the teen and Stein were
questioned they "corroborated
each other."

Pomorski said it's believed the
relationship between the two
became physical after Stein left
PCA.

"Nothing shows anything
went on during the school year,"
he said.

Beckett said for their "own
peace of mind," the school has
contacted an outside agency to
perform an internal investiga-
tion.

"We are fully cooperating
with authorities and we want to
be ready if we are asked ques-
tions later," he said. "We are
gathering information while it's
fresh."

On Monday, the school sent
out a letter to parents informing

them of the situation.
"We feel it's important to

have good, open communica-
tion and the response has been
amazing," he said. "We had one
parent bring us a cake that said
'We Love you PCA' and another
parent brought flowers. We just
want to assure parents that we
are committed to our core val-
ues."

After her arraignment, Stein
was issued a $50,000 personal
bond and ordered to stay away
from the victim. Her prelimi-
nary exam is scheduled for Sept.
28 in 35th District Court in
Plymouth;

tlparks@hometownlife.com j (734)459-2700

EXCERPT FROM PCA'S
STATEMENT TO PARENTS
"All of the proper hiring
procedures were followed
.when this part-time faculty
member was hired as was
the school's protocol for
background checks and •
performance reviews...
her resignation was not
the result of feedback from
administrators or others
regarding her teaching
ability, conduct or relation-
ships with others."

Business
picks back
up with
completion
of Ford work

BY TIFFANY L PARKS
STAFF WRITER

The orange barrels are out of
the way and for Calvin Soong,
it was a sweet sight Monday
morning.

"I didn't know they were
moving them today," he said. "I
am so happy the construction
is finally over."

Soong, the manager of Sze-
Chuan Restaurant on Ford
Road, said the resumed recon-
struction of the Fellows Creek
Bridge had put an unexpected
dent in the eatery's business
since June.

"We were disappointed when
(the work) wasn't finished
before Labor Day," he said, not-
ing that about 30 percent of
their lunchtime crowd stayed
away during the reconstruc-
tion. ,

The bridge is located near
the entrance of Meijer. The
$1.3 million project, which
included landscaping, side-
walks and decorative light-
ing, was suspended last fall
and resumed in the summer.
The Michigan Department of
Transportation project was
expected to be complete by the
end of September.

During the bulk of the
roadwork, a stretch of Ford
Road traffic was shifted to the
eastbound lanes and left turns
weren't allowed.

"Our loyal customers still
came but they were complain-
ing about getting in here
because you couldn't make a
left turn," Soong said. "We're
just glad it's done."

On Monday, clumps of con-
struction barrels lined the
curbs on Ford and Sze-Chuan,
which has been open for 27
years, had a steady stream of
customers in the afternoon.

After Kevin Birdsong pulled

Please see FORD, A4

Cheri and Robert Taylor, shown here with some of their writing students, were honored this week as
'Everyday Heroes' for their work with The Blushing Sky Writer's Playground and other nonprofit work.

'Ink heals all wounds'
Canton couple uses poetry to inspire teens

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Cheri Taylor wouldn't bat
an eye if you called her and
her husband, Robert, a pair
of writers, poets, teachers or
even giddy newlyweds.

What does make her pause
is their newest designation:
"Everyday Heroes."

"It's very strange to be
called a hero," said Taylor, 43.
"It's a hard thing to accept."

For their work with
The Blushing Sky Writer's
Playground and other non- .
profit organizations, the
Canton couple has been
chosen as two of the RARE
Foundation's "Everyday
Heroes" for 2007-

The Troy-based organiza-
tion, which aims to inspire
young adults through ordi-
nary people, honored the
Taylors and seven others at
its annual recognition dinner
on Tuesday.

"The kids we encounter
have to do heroic things

ROBERT AND CHERI TAYLOR
Ages: Robert, 61; Cheri, 43
Children: Two sons, Randy and
Jonathon; daughter, Valerie
Projects: Blushing Sky Writer's
Playground, Projection of Soul
poetry program
Careers: Robert, retired Ford
pipe fitter; Cheri, Inside Out
Literary Arts Project senior
writer
In the Works: Robert, "The
Tarnished Star," his Vietnam
memoirs; Cheri, "Wolf Maiden
Moon," a book of poetry

everyday so we don't think of
ourselves as heroes, but we
love the concept," Taylor said.
"RARE believes in the same
things that we do and they
feel everyone can make a dif-
ference."

Taylor founded Blushing
Sky, which specializes in
poetry workshops, six years
ago. When she met her hus-

band, a Vietnam veteran and
retired Ford employee, at a
poetry reading he immedi-
ately jumped on board with
her efforts and together they
created the Projection of
Soul poetry program for Holy
Cross Children's Services in
Clinton Township. The cou-
ple married in May 2006.

Between Blushing Sky
and the Projection of Soul,
the Taylors have instructed
nearly 400 people.

"Our mantra is ink heals
all wounds," said Cheri
Taylor, who says the first
time she began jotting down
her feelings was at age 9
when her father walked out.
"I realized that if I had a pen-
cil and some paper, I could
be anywhere I wanted to be."

Robert Taylor, 61, says his
love affair with poetry began
suddenly because one day he
was "dreading high school'
English" and the next, words
were flowing from him with
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Vacant church razed;
national retailer may
take its place

BY TIFFANY L PARKS .
; STAFF WRITER

The township wanted it razed
and several congregations want-
ed to call it home. In the end, its
owners chose the latter option.

The small, vacant church
located near the southwest cor-
ner of Ford and Canton Center
has been demolished.

"You wouldn't believe how
many calls we got from churches
that wanted to buy the build-
ing and move in," said Darren
Frankel of the Stuart Frankel
Development Company. "We had
at least 10 inquires but we had to
say "No, thank you."'

The Troy-based SFDC owns
the parcel where the unassum-
ing church sat and wants to
develop the properly with a big
box retailer. Frankel said Canton
officials had contacted their
offices about leveling the empty
building. "The (township) want-
ed it removed," he said, adding
that he didn't know the age of the
church, which had been blocked

offfrbm cars with a metal chain.
According to Canton Planner

Jeff Goulet, the township felt the
vacant building had become a
danger to the public.

"This was a code enforcement
issue. From what I understand,
the building had been broken
into. It was becoming a public
nuisance," he said.

The church, which has been
vacant for awhile, had been
used by the Cross winds Church,
which is currently moving into
its own facility on Cherry Hill
Road at Beck.

SFDC also owns the Centre
Village plaza, which sits just
south of the parcel where the
church used to sit. The 15-tenant
. strip mall, which is anchored by
a Kroger, opened in 1999-

Frankel said he believes the
vacant property, which has direct
frontage on Ford, could be a
good fit for a national retailer.

"We still own the property
and we still want to develop the
property, but we have to wait,"
he said.
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Battle of the titans
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Canton's Joey Krizanek (right) and Northville's Cameron Burdette go shoulder
to shoulder for a ball Monday night in a huge battle between the soccer powers.
Canton, ranked second in the state, and visiting Northvilfe, ranked fifth in the
state, played to a 1-1 tie. For more about the game, please see C1.
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Marchers strike up band with Novi win

Lori Wand hits the low notes on her
tuba during the P-CMB's practice
Saturday morning.

SY DIANE HANSON
CORRESPONDENT

An early fall season chill,
along with a few other chal-
lenging conditions, couldn't put
a damper on the 200-member
Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band as they took the field
for their first competition of
the year at Novi High School's
Fanfare Saturday.

Capturing the Flight I first-
place trophy, all three caption
awards for Best Music, Best
Marching and Best General
Effect along with the highest
score, 72.1, of all 13 competing
bands, the hometown march-
ers started off pretty much the
same as last year - on top.

"These kids are impress-
ing me this year," said Marc
Whitlock, beginning his fifth
season as director of bands.

"They were working aggres-
sively through problems that
were not their fault. Their
training really kicked in and
I'm very proud of them."

Canton senior Sarah
Hallinen, a fourth-year clari-
netist with the band, agreed.

"I thought we had a lot of
energy, even though the con-
ditions weren't the best," she
said. "We didn't give up and
we pushed through. I thought
it was a really good perfor-
mance."

Some of those less-than-
perfect conditions included a
wet and slick natural turf, yard
lines that were difficult to see
and a non-functioning synthe-
sizer.

"I think we were able to
stay together because we were
closely watching the drum
majors," Hallinen added. "That

is one of the most important
things."

Second-year drum major
Dave Brooks, a Plymouth
senior, couldn't agree more. He
and senior Bradford Ragland
share the conducting responsi-
bilities this year.

"I was very proud of them,"
Brooks said of his fellow band
members at their inaugural
performance. "Our band has a
lot of energy and it looks like
they will go far."

He has special kudos for this
year's 65 new marchers.

"This year we have outstand-
ing freshmen," he noted. "They
have been sticking with it and
they are doing a great job."

The 2007 competition show,
"Out of the Shadows," moves
visually and musically from
darkness to light.
' "Everything is in a minor

Detroit Edison is planning $7 million in upgrades to the electrical
system in Plymouth and Canton. Work has already begun. Once
completed, it will provide improved reliability for years to come.
We'll be:

• Repairing or replacing hundreds of transformers; fuses,
lightning arresters and other pieces of equipment.

• Trimming thousands of trees to reduce power outages.

• Replacing or reconductoring miles of overhead power lines.

• Inspecting thousands of utility poles to identify and correct
potential problems.

• Rebalancing the area's electrical system to prevent overloaded
electrical circuits.

This is all a part of our ongoing commitment to deliver the energy
our customers need, when they need it — today, tomorrow and
into the future.

For information on Detroit Edison programs, products and services,

can 800.477.4747.
or visit my.dteenergy.com. '

T h e P o w e r o f Y o u r C o m m u n i t y e = D T E

JTOS BY DIANE HANSON

Flutists (front, from left) Robin Tramel, Kaitlyn Tracy and Jessica Brashears
keep in step during their practice session at the P-CEP stadium. The
Plymouth-Canton Marching Band went on to take the highest score of the
Fanfare competition at Novi High School in the evening.

key, so there is a certain
amount of melancholy,"
explained Whitlock. "But the
color scheme gets lighter and
brighter as the performers
come out of the shadows."

After a summer of practice
including at-home and away
band camps, the band has
nearly 70 percent of their nine-
minute show completed.

"I think we're in a good

place," said Whitlock, who has
personal goals in mind for his
students that involve more
than just the musical, march-
ing basics.

"I want the kids to reach
within themselves through
performance to know them-
selves better through this year's
show," he explained. "I hope
that we are able to perform
with more confidence."

CORRECTIONS

The game-clinching tackle in Plymouth's 22-20 victory over
Canton Friday night was made by Aaron Uller, not Ronnie Goble
as was originally reported in Sunday's Observer.

A photo of the Plymouth Fife & Drum Corps, that ran in the
Observer on Sunday indicated there will be an informational
meeting about the group on Oct. 29 at Canton High School. The
meeting will actually take place at Salem High School. For more
information about the group and the meeting, visit the group's
Web site at www.pfdc.us.
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Auditions
The Village Theater at ;

Cherry Hill will host auditions
for ̂  Perfectly Normal Boy
from noon to 5 p.m., Oct. 27-
This project is a developmental
workshop that will mark the
Detroit area premiere of a show
that was originally performed
OffcBroadway at the Sanford
Meisner Theater. Several small
changes are being made to the
show to prepare it for produc-
tion in Chicago in late 2008. To
learn more about the produc-
tion, please visit the myspace
site at www.myspace.com/
APerfectlyNormalBoy.

The production company is
looking for six men - all ages,
ethnicities, and physical types.
Please be prepared for the fol-
lowing at auditions: Bring one
song (with sheet music) in your
key (accompanist provided);
dress comfortably for dance.
Walk-ins only, no appoint-
ments. Callbacks will be
Sunday, Oct. 28 at noon.

Rehearsals will begin in
October and run through
December. Performance dates
(all performances are at The
Village Theater at Cherry Hill)
will be Dec. 28,29; and Jan. 4,
5,19,25,26. Each performer
will receive-a $100 stipend.

Computer course
The Canton Chamber of

Commerce is offering a Power
Point Part 2 course from 6-
9 p.m., Sept. 26 at Canton
Computers, which is located at
the southwest corner of Canton
Center and Ford roads. This is
one of many computer training
courses that have been sched-
uled throughout 2007. These
classes are open to Chamber
members and to the public.

Cost for the seminar is $25
for Chamber members and $40
for non-members. Class size
is limited. Registration will
be accepted on a first come,
first serve basis. To register,
contact the Canton Chamber of
Commerce at (734) 453-4040.
Registration deadline is Friday,

Sept. 21.

YWCA seeks outstanding
women

Do you know a woman who
deserves to be recognized? Is
there a woman that changed
your life? Celebrate the suc-
cess of an outstanding woman

you know by nominating them
for the YWCA of Western
Wayne County 2007 Women of
Achievement Awards.

The Women of Achievement
Awards recognize outstanding
women throughout Western,
Wayne County who represent.,
the following categories: com-
munications/the arts, business
leadership, government/law,
dedicated volunteer, young
professional, leadership award
and young woman.

Nominees will be honored
at the Women of Achievement
Awards Luncheon and Silent
Auction Nov. 16 at The
Dearborn Inn. The program
begins at 11 a.m. with a silent
auction and the awards pre-
sentation begins at 12:15 p.m.
Tickets are $40 per person and
$400fortablesoflO.

Contact the YWCA at (313)
561-4110 to receive Women
of Achievement nomination
forms. The deadline to nomi-
nate is Oct. 19.

Canton to salute local
soldiers

On Sunday, Nov. 11, Canton
will host a "Salute to Service"
ceremony at the Village
Theater, located 50400 Cherry
Hill Road, from 2-4 p.m.,
which will recognize area resi-
dents currently in active duty.

Photos of these Canton resi-
dents who are currently serving
in our Armed Forces will be on
display. Residents are encour-
aged to submit 8 x 10 scanned
copies of photos (no originals
photos please). Be sure to label
the back of each photo with the
name of the service person, the
branch of his or her service,
and contact information.

Copies of these photos
can either be mailed to pat
VanDusen at the Summit on
the Park, located at 46000
Summit Parkway, Canton, MI
48188 or e-mailed to pvandu-
sen@canton-mi.org.

The public is welcome to
attend this free event. For more
information on the Salute to
Service ceremony scheduled for
Sunday, Nov. 11 from 2-4 p.m.
at the Village Theater, please
call (7340 394-5193 or visit
www.canton-mi.org.

Miller open house
Come see Plymouth-Canton's

new Miller School during a
community open house on
Thursday, Sept. 21, from 6:30-

8 p.m. The program begins at
7 p-m.

Miller Elementary School is
located at 43721 Hanford Road
in Canton.

Chiefettes variety show
The Canton High School

Chiefettes pom pon teams will
present their annual variety
show at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. on
Sept. 22 in Logan Auditorium
at Salem High School. This
event will showcase a variety of
entertainment appearances by
Plymouth-Canton Community
School students and commu-
nity members, as well as per-
formances by the Chiefettes.

Tickets: Advance ticket
purchases are available for $5
from Chiefettes members and
at lunch breaks on Sept. 20 and
Sept. 21 in front of the Canton
High School cafeteria. Show
day tickets are available for $6
at the door.

For more information con-
tact Britt Julien at bbfm@sbc-
global.net.

Craft show
Attention Crafters. Tri-City

Christian Center is currently
accepting applications for its
annual Holiday Craft Fair
on Dec. 1. Tri-City is located
at 3855 Sheldon Road (just
north of Michigan Avenue) in
Canton. For more information
contact Sharon Chefan at (734)
397-1777 or e-mail her at sha-
ronchefan@tricitychristian.
org.

Clothing bank help
The Plymouth-Canton

Community Schools Clothing
Bank, which is located at
Salem High School, provides
free clothing to families in
need. It accepts fashionable,
gently-used clothing donations
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. The
Clothing Bank entrance is on
the northwest side of the build-
ing. Take the drive just west of
Salem (where the buses enter)
and follow it straight toward
the school. Look for the signs.

The goal is for students who
receive clothing do not look
out-of-place at school. Please
ask yourself this question
before you donate: Would my
children wear this?

The bank is in particular
need of teen and children's .
clothing, women's extra-large
sizes, shoes and boots.

The bank is also in need of

Nurses and heatth care workers need to be
ready for tomorrow TODAY.
Remote site visits, automated health care,
virtual education... are YOU ready?
ENVISION your future by attending this conference hosted by
Oakland University's School of Nursing.

ENVISION: Health Care Technology, Education and
Entrepreneurship in the 2 1 ' Century

A part of the.Meadow Brook Research Conference Series

For more information or to register* visit
www.oakland.edu/envisionconference or contact Amy Holloway
at (248) 370-3799 or hollowa2@oakland.edu.

School of Nursing
•Rochester, Ml 48309-4401
www.oakland.edu/nursing

Tonda Elementary third-grader Adriana Green (bottom) poses with {top
from left) Valerie Green, Shirley Haynes, (seated from left) Robert Kuzava,
Emma Hall, and Timothy Franzen. The 8-year-old Canton resident nominated
Hall, Haynes, Kuzava, and Franzen to receive a recognition award during the
Friends of Community Living Services annual fund-raiser that was held Sept.
13 at Laurel Manor in Livonia. The four were among 13 winners during the
event. Franzen, Hall and Kuzava all have mild disabilities and are supported
by CIS, a nonprofit organization that provides services to Wayne County
residents with disabilities. Haynes works for them in their Woodhaven
apartments. Valerie Green, Adriana's mother, is a nurse for the three, which
is how Adriana was introduced to them. She refers to them as her "uncles
and aunties." To show how much she cares about them, she wrote a book as
a school project, for which she received an A, and then sent it in to nominate
them for an award. "She is my travel buddy. We go to fun places all the time.
I just love that little 8-year-old," said Franzen. "She is just like family to all
of us." For more information about CLS, please tog on to their Web site at
www.comlivserv.com.

a few volunteers. Please call
(734) 416-6179 and leave a
message.

For more information, con-
tact Karen Palgut via e-mail at
k_palgut@wideopenwest.com.

Dance classes
Plymouth-Canton

Community Education spon-
sors dance classes for seniors
(50 and older), and for teens
wanting to learn basic dance
steps.

Seniors can enjoy dancing
in a comfortable and sup-
portive environment and
gain health, benefits as well.
Build on what you already
know and learn the fun, easy
steps of the Foxtrot, music
you remember from the "Big
Band" era for four weeks. In
the remaining four weeks
seniors will learn the slow,
rhythmic Rumba, one of the
most popular and easy to
learn dances.

Class starts Tuesday, Sept.
25 from 6-7 p.m. at the Tonda
Elementary School gym.

Meanwhile, teens can learn
to dance with a partner, while
spending four weeks learning
the very popular Swing, then
moving into salsa.

This class also starts
Tuesday, Sept. 25, from 7-8
p.m. at the Tonda gym.

For more information and
to register for either class, call
(734) 416-2940.

Newcomers to meet
The public is invited to a

discussion on living a healthy
lifestyle, as the Canton
Newcomers hosts the Summit
on the Park's personal trainer
Tom Arbaugh. This social,
civic and charitable group's
monthly general meeting will
be held Oct. 3 at 7:15 p.m.
at the Sunflower Clubhouse
(45800 Hanford, west of
Canton Center, set back off
the road).

If ydu would like to receive
a handout detailing the 20-
plus monthly activities hosted
by the group (book club,
Bunko, playgroups, ladies

day out, scrapbooking to
name a few) and would enjoy
refreshments from Aji Ten
Restaurant and Back Home
Bakery, and want to spend the
evening socializing with your
"neighbors", plan to attend.
There will also be a raffle that
will benefit a local charity.

For a complimentary . .
October newsletter of this v
2006 Community Supporter
award-winning club, visit .
cantonnewcomers.org or call
(734) 398-6487 before the
meeting. Just a reminder,
you don't have to be "new" to
Canton to be a Newcomer.

All Saints craft show
Ail Saints Catholic School

(48735 Warren Road in : ,.
Canton) will host Vendor
Extravaganza, from 4-9 p.m.,
Friday Sept. 21. The event will
feature 20-plus crafters and v
vendors. There will also be •
door prizes.

There is a $3 admission.
All proceeds benefit the
All Saints Catholic School
Auction. For more informa-
tion, contact Leigh-Anne
Valdes at (734) 459-5653.

Grief support group
The Sharing & Caring

Coffee Hour is an ongoing
grief support group for wid-
ows and widowers hosted by
Heartland Hospice.

The group is held 10-11
a.m. at Heartland Healthcare
Center, 4701N. Lilley Road,
Canton.

The focus of the group is on
the later stages of grief, with
an emphasis on learning to
live with the loss.

This group is held the
first and third Wednesday
of the month and is open to
anyone grieving the loss of a
spouse. There is no charge.
For information, contact Ann
Christensen, toll-free at (888)
973-1145.

School supply drive
The Plymouth Salvation

Army is collecting school
supplies to provide to needy
families in its Plymouth-
Canton-Northville-Belleville
service area.

All types of school sup-
plies are needed; however,
Salvation Army officials are
especially hoping to collect
backpacks.

For ifiore information, call
(734) 453-5464.

If you're looking for a conservative Christian church as opposed
to a contemporary, entertainment oriented social club...visit us.

Without apology, we sland for the sacredness of biblical worship.
Our desire is to Impact our Community and the World for Jesus Christ.

734425-6215 28440 Lyndon - Livonia, MI 48154 ww.GBCofLivonia.org
(Just North of 1-96, Between Middlebelt & Inks! V ' )

Sunday Services:
Discipleship 9:45 a.m.

Worship 10:45 a.m.
Evening Service 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Services:
Bible Explorers..... 7:00 p.m.
Teens~4~T™th......;.7:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study...., 7:30 p.m.

Nursery Provided for All Services
Transportation Available
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SUPER SUMMER
FLOOR SAMPLE SALE!

Factory Discontinued Items at Wholesale to PubL

September! 9th - 23rd

Nov; Proudly
Offering

Clayton Marcus
Upholstery

i Oaten
FAMILY

FL'RVITURE

3210* PUnmuih Road • Ii\onia

v

Open Late 6
Nights a Week1

Hours
Mon-Sat 10-9

FREE
DELIVERY

located next to BUI Brown ford
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THEY SAY SOMEDAY
HARD WORK PAYS OFF

THAT'S TODAY
KEY PRIVILEGE SELECT CHECKING

KeyBank offers the exclusive account you deserve. Key Privilege

Select Checking simplifies your finances while rewarding you with

premiere benefits. Stop by or call 1-800-336-4750 to apply.

KEY PRIVILEGE SELECT
INSURED INVESTMENT ACCOUNT

5.40%
APY*

FOR BALANCES $50,000 AND ABOVE.

1-TO-1 DOLLAR-TO-MILE RATIO ON
POPULAR AIRLINES INCLUDING CONTINENTAL,

DELTA, NORTHWEST AIRLINES AND ALASKA
AIRLINES WHEN YOU USE YOUR

KEYMiLES PREFERRED DEBIT CARD.

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS TO KEEP YOUR FINANCES EASILY ORGANSZED,

MAXIMIZE THE EARNINGS ON YOUR CHECKING ACCOUNT

WITHOUT HAVING TO MONITOR YOUR FUNDS.

School board closer to
picking firm for supt. search

BY TONY BHUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education will spend the
next few days checking refer-
ences of two search firms who
are seeking the contract to
conduct a nationwide search
for a new superintendent,
before making a decision next
Monday on which to hire.

In separate one-hour inter-
views Tuesday night, trustees
asked 22 questions to represen-
tatives of Michigan Leadership
Institute of Old Mission, Mich.,
and Hazard, Young, Attea &
Associates of Glenview, 111.

At the eiid, it didn't appear
there was a clear choice as to
which firm the board will hire
to help find a replacement for
Jim Ryan, who will retire in
March.

"We'll have to compare their
answers, see where they are
different or similar, and make

a decision," said Vice President
Barry Simescu. "Neither one
of them lost today, and neither
one of them knocked us over.
Both are very good, I don't
think we would make a mis-
take hiring either one."

In somewhat similar propos-
als, both search firms plan to
meet with trustees and com-
munity groups to build criteria
for the new superintendent,
find four-six qualified can-̂
didates and help the board
through the process of signing
the new CEO to a contract. The
base fee for Hazard is $20,000,
with additional charges for
advertising plus consultant
and candidate expenses, which
could increase the total to
$33,000. MLI's proposal was
mainly all-inclusive, with a
price tag of $17,500.

The representatives of each
firm, who will lead the search,
are familiar with Plymouth-
Canton. Michael Wilmot,

regional president of Michigan
Leadership Institute, served
as superintendent of Garden
City Schools for 18 years.
Meanwhile, Roger Garvelink, a
senior consultant with Hazard,
Young, Attea & Associates, was
superintendent in Birmingham
for 12 years.

"There are subtle differences
between the two firms in terms
of their approach, so we have
to find which one we think
will bring us the best pool of
candidates and represent the
needs of our district," said Judy
Mardigian, Plymouth-Canton
school board president.

"Everything you read indi-
cates there is a diminishing
number of people who want to
be superintendent now, so it's
very critical we get the
best pool of candidates pos-
sible."

tbruscato@hometownlife.com

(734)459-2700

Teen journalists • Observer wants you!

KeyBank

"The Key Privilege Select Checking Account Is automatically set up with this Interest bearing f DIC Insured Investment Account as the sweep
option. The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of 09/08/07 and are subject to change without notice. All interest rates
and APYs for all balance tiers are variable and may change at any time after the account is opened, This is a 10-tier account. At any time,
interest rates and APYs offered within two or more consecutive tiers may be the same. When this Is the case, multiple tiers wiii be shown
as a single tier. As of the date stated above, for Personal accounts, the APYs and minimum balances are as follows: $,01-$24,999.99,
APY is 2.50%; $25,000.00-$49,999.99, APY is 5.00%; $50,000 and above, APY Is 5.40%, Minimum combined balance of $100,000
In qualifying accounts Is required. !f the minimum balance requirement options are not met, the monthly maintenance service charge is
$25.00. Fees may reduce the earnings of the account. KeyBank is Member FDIC. ©2007 KeyCorp.

The Canton Observer is
looking for sophomores,
juniors and seniors inter-
ested in producing local
newspaper pages and online
material for teens by teens.

This marks the sec-
ond year of the Observer's
Student Voices .project in
which area teens write about
issues important to them.

Last year nearly 1OO stu-
dents participated in the
school-year program.

Teens report, write, edit
and take photographs for the
hometownLIFE.com print
and online sections which
will appear periodically

KNOW THE SCORE
check out the number in

PORTS,today'slJI. oil I Osectson

"It's harder for
old age to catch up
to you when
you're cruisin' at 70."

When you're busy living your iife, you don't think about your age. I look at retirement as

a time to be proactive and involved, a time to start new projects and set new goals. And

that's why I like Oakwood Common. I fee! like ! can be myself here because everyone's

so warm and friendly. And there's no shortage of things to do with all the opportunities

Oakwood Common has to offer. I've been independent ali my life, and this is a warm

and secure environment that allows me to remain that way. And ! couldn't be happier,

•^-•',£*•:•! * ; / •-; ' . . {-;»••

in Sunday editions of the
Observer.

Sophomores, juniors and
seniors are eligible to apply.

In addition, students
must commit to serving as
a student journalist for the
entire 2007-08 school year
and be prepared to attend a
90-minute orientation ses-
sion on Wednesday, Oct. 3 at
the Observer offices, 36251
Schoolcraft, in Livonia.
Students must also be pre-
pared to attend planning
meetings as determined by
the student group.

The first pages and online
stories are scheduled to

appear in November.
"We want teens to take

ownership of the section in
print and online," said Susan
Rosiek, executive editor of
the Observer £=J Eccentric
Newspapers. "Teens will
decide what to cover, what
to write about — what's
important to them. They'll .
be mentored by reporters,
editors and photographers at
the O&E." ,

To apply, go to www.home-
townlife.com and click on
the Students Voices logo for
an application.

Deadline to apply is
Monday, Sept. 24.

INK
FROM PAGE A1

ease.
"We had (an assignment) to

write a poem and it opened
a valve," he said, adding that
his experiences with the
youngsters at Holy Cross have
been poignant. "Everyone can
write but with some people,
they have never been given an
opportunity."

By chance, the couple met a
RARE representative a while
back and were surprised when
he later contacted them and
suggested they participate
in the foundation's selection,
process to choose its 2007
honorees.
. According to its Web site,
RARE, which stands for
Recognizing Achievement and
Rewarding Excellence, was
founded in 1998. RARE firmly
believes in the importance of
honoring local leaders: "At
a time when society has lost
sight of its real heroes and
material things have replaced
character as the currency for
measuring success, RARE

celebrates the lives of everyday
people in the Workplace who ~
through extraordinary com- ~ -
mitment are changing lives
and inspiring others."

As recipients of the
"Everyday Hero" award, the
Taylors will receive $1,000 to
support their cause.

"How rare can that get,"
Robert chuckled, while Chen
chimed in that the money
will be used to pay some of
Blushing Sky's expenses as well
as to purchase books for the
teens involved with Projection
of Soul.

"We are going to let them
choose their own book from
Amazon," Cheri Taylor said..
"If you're a person who loves
words, there is nothing like
owning your own book, It's
remarkable that RARE is
doing this for us."

For more information on
Blushing Sky, log on to www.
BlushingSkyWriters.com.
To learn more about RARE,
access www.rarefoundation.
com.

tiparks@hometownlife.com

(734)459-2700

FORD
' FROM PAGE A1

into Sze-Chuan's parking lot,
he grinned at his wife, Mary,
and told her he can now stop
avoiding Ford.

"I can't believe it's over," he
said. "It took them forever."

Birdsong of Howell said he
usually travels the township's
busiest corridor several times
a week, but had recently begun
taking other routes.

"We still came to Sze-Chuan,
though," he said with a chuck-
le.

At the Ford Road Pizza Hut,
business had considerably

picked up Monday afternoon,
said Eric Godin, operations
manager.

"We can definitely tell the
difference already and it hasn't
even been a full day yet," he
said.

"We were losing about
$2,000 in sales every week."

As a handful of custom-
ers eyed the offerings of the
restaurant's daily pizza buf-
fet, manager Cara Caudill
said there were days during .
the reconstruction when the
spread was barely touched.

"It affected us immediately,"
she said.
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Our Good Old Fashioned

ANNUAL
SALE!

Good on 1/2 our merchandise

20-50%Off*
September 14 - 29

Store Hours:

Monday - Wednesday 10:00am - 6:00pm

Thursday & Friday 10:00am - 8:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 5:00pm

Closed Sunday

J
www.oriri|eweiers.cQm O

O.

' O RT H V I L L E
101 East Main Street at Center

248.349.6940

G A R D E N
29317 Ford Road at Middlebelt

734.422.7030

MI )i i;i:i(

"^Excludes previous purchases and layaways. Excludes Hearts on Fire®, Tacori, ^vr^

Scott Kay, Pandora, Mikimoto and loose diamonds. Some additional exclusions AMERICAN

may apply. See store for details. ALL SALES FINAL _ GEMGEM
S O C I E T Y
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CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS

Borders opens today
After years of planning, the

Borders bookstore in Canton is
scheduled to open today. The
store, which is located at 43425
Ford Road (southwest corner "
of Ford and Morton Taylor),
will be open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 10
p.m., Friday and Saturday from
9 a.m. to 11 p.m., and Sundays
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
The store will host a grand
opening celebration beginning
Oct. 3 with a special perfor-
mance by national artist Ryan
Shaw. The other festivities
begin on Oct. 5 and go through
the entire weekend, ending
Oct. 7-

For more information about
Borders, visit the company's
Web site at www.bordersstores.
com. To reach the Canton
store, call (734) 844-2090.

Pediatrician joins
Botsford staff

Fatima Hassan, M.D., has
joined the medical staff at
Botsford Hospital. Dr. Hassan,
a Canton resident, is a member
of the American Academy of

Hassan

Pediatrics and
the American
Medical
Association.
She speaks
English, Urdu
and Hindi.

Hassan
practices
at Botsford

Pediatric Associates located
at 23133 Orchard Lake Road,
Suite 100 in Farmington. The
office number is (248) 477-
0100.

Hassan received her medical
education from Allama Iqbal
Medical College in Pakistan.
She completed a Pediatrics
residency at Woodhull Medical
and Mental Health Center in
Brooklyn, New York.

Fit Zone open house
Fit Zone for Women

- Canton, located at 7225
N. Canton Center Road (at
Warren), will be hosting a Fall
Open House from noon to 3
p.m., Sept. 22. Members, their
friends and women of the com-
munity are invited to the event,
which will include chair mas-
sages and nutritional informa-

WeirManuel.com introduces

Live Chat

tion by Plymouth Chiropractic
Wellness Center, health screen-
ings by Oakwood Hospital,
demonstrations by Clearly You
of Plymouth, body fat analysis,
training demonstrations, and
group fitness class samplers.

There will also be a drawing
for a free 90-day membership.
Light refreshments will be
served and a prize raffle will
be held.

For more information, call
FitZone for Women - Canton at
(734) 927-9991.

Stroller Strides promotes
health

In recognition of National
Women's Health and Fitness
Day on Sept. 26, Stroller
Strides of Canton is stressing
the importance for moms to
make time for regular physical
activity and make smart health
choices.

"One of the of the things
that makes Stroller Strides so
special is that it enables women
to take control of their health,
while allowing them to be a
mom at the same time. We
want moms to embrace healthy
lifestyles by incorporating fit-
ness into their routines," said
Jennifer Garrow, owner of
Stroller Strides of Canton.

Garrow says Women's Health

and Fitness Day is a great
opportunity for Canton-area
moms to take a step back
and evaluate their lifestyles.
According to the American
Heart Association, one in two
women suffer from heart dis-
ease or stroke - both risks can
be reduced with regular physi-
cal activity.

Stroller Strides is a total fit-
ness program for new moms
they can do with their babies.
It includes power walking and
intervals of body toning using
exercise tubing and the stroller,
and is taught by nationally cer-
tified instructors.

For more information on
Stroller Strides of Canton,
please contact Garrow at (888)
669-4994, or visit www.stroll-
erstrides.com.

'Go Green' at Cartridge
World

Cartridge World - Canton,
which is part of the world's
largest printer ink cartridge
refilling and remanufacturing
retailer, has partnered with
the Go Green Initiative, a non-
profit organization dedicated
to creating a culture of envi-
ronmental responsibility, for
its "Students & Teachers Unite"
September promotion.

The promotion will give

students, teachers and PTA
members, who present valid K-
12 identifications, a 20 percent
discount on refilled or remanu-
factured printer cartridges,
when they exchange an empty
cartridge. Cartridge World
North America also announced
it is donating $10,000 to the
Go Green Initiative, and will
distribute its educational mate-
rials to schools around the
nation.

"We are really looking for-
ward to getting started on this
'green' partnership," said Dhara
Patel of Cartridge World -
Canton. "Our local team is glad
to join in on the company's
continuous efforts to help peo-
ple become more eco-friendly
aware."

If your company or group
is interested in establishing
a printer cartridge recycle
program contact Patel of
Cartridge World - Canton at
(734) 254-0544.

Home care company
receives accreditation

United Home Health
Services, a Medicare-certi-
fied, not-for-profit home
care company located in
Canton, has been granted
continued accreditation with
deemed status for the second

time for quality home care
by the Community Health
Accreditation Program
(CHAP). This is a voluntary
evaluation process that assures
health care professionals and
patients that United meets the
home care industry's highest
nationally recognized stan-
dards of excellence. CHAP
accredited agencies meet stan-
dards which exceed those set
by the federal government and
which are above the industry
norm.

"According to the CHAP
surveyor, this level of compli-
ance and quality is rare, so we
are extremely proud of all our
staff and congratulate them on
a job well-done," said UHHS
President Penny Rhein.

United offers skilled nurs-
ing, physical, occupational, and
speech therapy, home health
aides, social work, and regis-
tered dietitian services in the
comfort of your own home.
They also provide caregiver/
companion services, which,
include personal care such as
bathing, dressing, and grooni-
ing, medication reminders and
management, housekeeping,
laundry, meal preparation,
errands, and transportation as
well as geriatric care manage-
ment.

For more information, call
UHHS at (734) 981-8820.

Publish: September 20,2007

Dog Obedience Classes
Puppy {8 wks to 5 months)

and Adult Dogs (5 months and over)
New Sessions Beain Monthly
See our website to enroll now!

A have lots of Pug
Pals at Happy

Hounds!

no Interest, No Payments
for 12 months on all
Utility Vehicles'

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4,2007

6:00 P.M.

PLEASE NOTE that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold its
Regular Meeting on Thursday, October 4, 2007 commencing at 6;0O
p.m., to consider:

• Application 1444, 39559 Winesap, Plymouth Twp: The
applicant is proposing an eight (8) foot high privacy fence
along the rear lot line of the property; the required
maximum height is four (4) feet. With the proposed
variance, the applicant is requesting a variance of four
(4) feet in fence height.

• Application 1445, located at 9353 Ridge RD, Plymouth
Twp: The applicant is requesting a variance in the lot
depth to width ratio of 4:1 to allow the purchase of the 1
acre parcel directly behind their home. With the proposed
variance the applicant is requesting a variance of .95
depth to width ratio.

The meeting will be held at Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N.
Haggerty Road in the Town Hall Meeting Room.

For further information contact Plymouth Township Building
Department 734-354-3210.

OE0B657137-2I4

aHSUaaaHBI^tHEIg^^

39910 Ford Road, Canton Twp.
Just E. of 1-275

734-981-0200
BREAKFAST • LUNCH * DINNER

CARRY-OUT'CATERING
Mon.-Sat 6am - 10pm; Sun. 7am • 8pm

5 FLAT SCREEN TVS FOR YOUR
VIEWING PLEASURE

Gyros • Wraps • Desserts
Coneys • Quesadillas • Special

• Kabobs • Fresh Salads Kids
• Pitas • Omelets Menu

i PARTHENON CONEY ISLAND
of Cantnn

1O%OFF
YOUR TOTAL BILL!

11 * * •» n - * • i .. " | r tanle
E A U T I u ,

•» . S'OQD I K X O " V ' . F N T T S rn
" i *> i T u n i \ \ 4720 Compact Utility Tractor

•58-hp{43.3kWj
• Easy on/off rear attachment change with

iMatclf'AutoHitch"'
• ComfbrtGard™ Cab or open station models available

N hit r i h * P i , I lit tor 14IIK i<h
li| tlll&ll I Si II •. Select Series™ X534 Multi-Terrain™ Tractor

• 25-hp John Deere iTorque1" Power System
• 54-in. Edge"" Xtra Cutting System
• Power 4-wheel steer

Equipment Co,

THESIER EQUIPMENT CO.
• 28342 PONTIAC TRAIL
SOUTH LYON, Ml 48178

(800)870-9791
WWW.GREENTRACT0RS.COM

'Cf:r!an'!iB! f.s.b. fei

esflMSV iss sivfeifte, sit CTK yutfi <Je
i. Up to 10% (tens PBfinsflilBsv b*
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Sams reeKkib-s a r t , rffir social rasa «iii fssms sasy bsmsMik ""Offer «

pfiscsi. rkw;wgch$«js8«4tSis9iBK oscras $£17.9% Afis ASCSafSftiitfnSt BtrnmtCT IWiTcs ehatae mss
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Upholstered
Furniture Sale!

Sofas, Chairs, Sectionals & Recliners:

33% Off
All Orders!

Through Sept. 23rd!i -

A factory representative will be here to answer questions
& offer ideas Saturday September 22nd

0 inaiKing \\ailahlc - 6 months No Pd>menu A: \ o Interest*)

5206 Plymouth Rd • Mon-Sat 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sun 11-5 • (734) 663-5558 • www.dixboro.com
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Ford employees help stock food depot shelves
BY SUE MASON

STAFF WRITER

The shelves at the John Bolde
Memorial Food Depot were
looking a bit like Old Mother
Hubbard's cupboard until two
Ford Expeditions pulled into
the parking lot last Wednesday
morning.

The SUVs were filled with
boxed and canned food, dona-
tions from the employees
at Ford Motor Company's
Michigan Truck Plant.

"We wheeled the vehicles
into the plant and opened up
the tailgates and asked the
employees to bring donations,"
said Darryl Nolan, UAW plant
chairman. "Our workforce is
generally very responsive to
charities like this."

"This food drive couldn't
come at a better time," said
Shelli Jump, director of the St.
Mary Outreach Center which
houses the food depot. "The
donations are generally down
during the warmer months,
however, the need for assistance
.is growing at an alarming rate."

The outreach center is spon-

Shelli Jump talks about the demand for food that has emptied shelves at the

food bank.

sored by St. Mary Catholic
Church in Wayne. Housed in
a former credit union build- •
ing at Sims and Second Street
in Wayne, it provides clothing
and food to needy families in
Westland, Garden City, Livonia,
Canton, Dearborn, Dearborn
Heights and other surrounding
communities.

According to Jump, 110-120
people come to the clothing
bank daily, while the depot pro-
vides food to 500 families each
month. She estimates 27,000
pounds of food was given out in
August.

"That's a low number, we can
easily give out 30,000 pounds
a month," she said. "Obviously,

the more we give, the more we
need."

Helping at the depot is noth-
ing new for the plant's employ-
ees. In the past, they provided
assistance at the Christmas
holidays. It's one of many
charitable events staged at the
Wayne plant. Employees have
shown their support for United
Way, March of Dimes and juve-
nile diabetes, according to Sue
Sharp, the plant's employee
resource coordinator.

'This is a very giving work-
force," she said. "They see a
need and open their hearts. In
the spirit of what the company
is going through, they see a
need and they give."

"It's wonderful what Ford
and Local 900 has done," said
the Rev. Jack Baker, pastor of
St. Mary's. "People remember
us around Christmas, but the
need doesn't go away. And the
need is growing, the demand is
going through the roof. We had
100 families come for back to
school."

The food bank has been open
for five years and Jump esti-
mates that it has distributed

. . . . . JRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ford employees Pam Swoke (from left) and Brian Hinton and UAW plant

coordinator Darryl Nolen unload supplies for the John Bolde Memorial food

Depot.

more than 1.25 millions pounds
of food. To handle demand, the
depot has 10 freezers to keep
bread and meat and food res-
cued by Forgotten Harvest from
restaurants, that it receives
twice a week. It also accepts
donations of fresh produce from
home gardeners who don't know
what to do with those extra zuc-
chini or tomatoes, Jump said.

To get the biggest bang for
the buck, Jump buys food from
the same wholesalers used by
Gleaners, allowing her to put
the per case fee she would have

had to pay the agency to buying
more food.

The depot always accepts
donations and is willing to work
around people's schedules to get
the food and clothing. People
can call Jump at (734) 326-
2234 for more information.

Looking around the depot as
the food was being loaded on
the shelves, the empty shelves
are obvious.

"We literally have no canned
vegetables on the shelves," she
said, "It's not from a lack of giv-
ing, the need is increasing."

@ THE CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

School's back in session and
the Canton Public Library
is here to help students with
homework questions. 'Ask
Us' can answer, short, factual
questions via e-mail within 48
hours for elementary school
students.
, 'Answers by E-mail' is a simi-
lar service for older students
and adults. 'Tutor Me' provides
real time, online homework
help with a qualified tutor
from 4-10 p.m. in most subjects
for grades four through high
school. To access help, visit
www.cantonpl.org and choose
"Online Reference" from the
Programs & Services menu or
go directly to www.cantonpl.
org/services/connect.html. You
can also call the library for live
reference help anytime during
our regular library hours at
(734) 397-0999.

NEW @ YOUR LIBRARY
Adult DVDs
• Two Weeks

• L'iceberg (French with
English subtitles)

• Away From Her

Adult Fiction
• You've Been Warnedhy

James Patterson -
• Pontoon: A Lake Wobegon

Novel by Garrison Keillor
• The Street of a Thousand

Blossoms by Gail Tsukiyama

Books on CD
• Animal, Vegetable,

Miracle: A Year of Food Life by
Barbara Kingsolver ,

I Giving: How Each of Us
Can Change the World by Bill
Clinton

• The Rest of Her Life by
Laura Moriarty

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center Road. For more infor-
mation about library programs
and services, call (734) 397-
0999 or visit www.cantonpl.
org.

Dittnch's Own Financing
Available

Detroit (313)873-8300
Btoomfietd Hills (248)642-3000

Pheasant Run I
Golf Club I

46500 Summit Parkway I
Canton, Ml 48188 I

(734) 397-6460 i
ieisure.canton-mi.org I

Scenic U Challenging Course
Designed by Arthur Hills

Number of Holes 27
Par 72 • Yards 7050

Directions: I-275 W. on Ford to
Canton Center (south) to Summit Pkwy (west)

$5.00 OFF
Your Next Round

Valid M-F anytime, Sat/Sun after I nm
Cannot be combined with other often

Expires 10-J1-07 • 1 coupon Per Person

THINKING ABOUT...

Affordable Pricing
• 0% Financing Available
•Extended Warranties
•Quality Installation

(734)525-1930

Our 33rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA

oeog5'i3oie

Adventure

Other Madison $ 599
Incredible Outlook II $ 899

d1 Cascade $1,195

End Of Season Clearance!
DEMOS UP TO 50% OFF
40% OFF CLOSEOUTS

View Packages

www.dollhospital.com
Kidz Clubhouse
5'Ded<,4'x61Fort,
Roclwall,
Picnic Table
3 Pos. Monkey
Bar Swing

Financing Available On Approved Credit.
$1,399

Plus tax.

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
3947W.12Mile.BetKlev24S-S43-3115Mon-Sati0-5:30,Thu 10-8:30. Sun 124

Demos, closeouts S.sale'unitB
m available in limited quantities,

Incredible innovation.
America's Most Reliable Wireless Network.

Introducing the

MOTORAZR2

TheThinnest RAZR Ever

Music & Navigation Ready

MOTOKRZR .

Music, Navigation

& Messaging Ready-

•,m

MOTOROLA Q Music

Email & internet Ready

If*

When you buy a Motorola phone
hones starting at $39.99 (RAZR V3m) to $299.99 (RAZR2), after
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Educators find Chinese students
are 'driven to succeed'

' . BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

For the first time ever,
the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools will

offer students a Chinese lan-
guage course through the online
Virtual University.

For the first time, Wayne
Memorial High School will
have an international part-
ner - Changzhou Tianijabing
Experimental Middle School in
Jiangsau Province, China.

Both have come about as the
result of a nine-day educational
trade mission that included
Wayne-Westland School
Superintendent Greg Baracy and
school board Trustee Frederick
Weaver.

"It was an amazing experi-
ence," said Weaver. "I found
there's a big difference in what
they do and what we do."
"There's an educational, revolu-
tion taking place in China and
the government, it's supporting
a huge transition from the old
to the new China," said Baracy.
"Along with that goes the belief
of getting a quality education
and through quality education
attaining a better life similar to
the American way."

Baracy and Weaver were
recommended by former state
Superintendent Tom Watkins,
and selected for the educational
trade mission by Dr. Yui Ming
of Wayne State University and
the Chinese Language Council
International, or Hanban.

Thirty-eight Michigan edu-
cators from districts like Troy,
Ann Arbor, the Grosse Pointes,

Lansing and Rochester partici-
pated in the Chinese Bridge for
American and Korean Schools
that took place June 24-July 2.
They visited several schools and
spoke to students and educators
in a carefully orchestrated visit
that included brief stops at the
Forbidden City and the Great
Wall.

From the opening ceremonies
at the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing to their visits to schools
in Beijing, Changzhou and
Suzhou, "it was a grueling trip,"
Baracy said. .

"Hanban arranged the itiner-
ary, 7 a.m. to 10 at night was a
typical day," he said.

The Michigan educators
talked to their Chinese counter-
parts about "teaching practices,
curriculum, governance of the
schools," and saw an educa-
tional process far different than
the American system in which
schools educate everyone who
walks through the door.

DIFFERENT SYSTEM
In China, all students are edu-

cated through the ninth grade
and then test to attend high
school, Baracy said. The "cream
of the crop" is selected for the
schools which are more like mini
college campuses, housing stu-
dents from around the province.
Those students who don't make
the cut for high school go on to
vocational school or into the
labor force. Once students com-
plete high school, they test again
to attend college. The goal is to
attend the University of Beijing
or such Ivy League colleges as
Yale and Harvard. "What we got
most from talking to students

Students to share cultures online

Wayne-Westland School Superintendent Greg Baracy and Yan Yulin,
principal of the Changzhou Tian Jiabing Experimental Middle School, sign
a memorandum of understanding making the middle school and Wayne
Memorial High School international partners.

was their professed and inher-
ent appreciation and value of
getting a solid education," said
Baracy. "It's difficult to express
how passionate and compelling
that notion was in these young
adults.

"The goal of many Chinese
students is to study in the United
States one year and the Chinese
government encourages that."

He added that education
is fashionable and honorable
among Chinese youth. To do
poorly dishonors the student and
his or her family.

"It's not whether they're going
to college, it's which college
they're going to attend," Baracy<
said. "Are they going to get in the
most prestigious college and/or
one of the Ivy League schools in
the United States.

"They're driven to succeed, I
don't know any other way to say
it."

"Students over there care
about education, it's everything
to them," added Weaver. "That's
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property.
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. andfor
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage
(formerly Shurgard) located at 45229 Michigan Ave Canton MI
48188 (734)397-0082 on. 9/28/07 at 12:30 pm. Sales are for cash
only. Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which
rent and fees are past due.
Personal property described below in the matter of:
3042 - Christina Cabrera - Refrigerator, Rasher, Dryer
4027 - Jason Brodie - Tool Box, Couch, jjresser .-;
4054-MaqsoodHuq-TV, Couch, SChaiirs ',
4108 - Celeste Hubbard Bulger - 5 Totes, 3 Mirrors, Microwave
4120-Grant Young-Mirror, Dresser, Headboard *
4133 - Celeste Hubbard - 2 Bikes, Big Screen TV, Entertainment
Center
4208 - Vandella Hubbard - Couch, 3 Totes, 5 Bags
5036 - Mark Williams - Big Screen TV, 3 Bikes, Dresser
5150 - Angelik Lancaster - Lawn Mower, 20 Boxes, 2 Printers
5245 - Erin Morley - Dresser, Headboard, 20 Boxes
Publish: September 13 & 20,2007

OE08666632-2K3

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services,
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
callingthe following;

, David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road

Canton, MI 48188
(734) 3,94-5260

Publish: September 20,2007

The Goddard School® is the fastest growing private
preschool id the country, and we've selected your neighborhood
for our newest school. Call us today for more information!

Goddard((School

CANTON • 734-454-4737
6697 N. Canton Center Road

The Goddanl SchooSs* are <m«rEted by Independent franclDsees of Goddaid Systems, Inc.

why we see so many Chinese in
colleges here. Chinese colleges
are full and have 100,000 wait-
ing to get in."

Chinese educators were
amazed that there is free public
education in the United States.
In China, once a student is
accepted in high school, their
parents contribute to their
child's education along with the
government.

'WE TAKE EVERYBODY'
"We have No Child Left

Behind, we take everybody who
walks in the door; that's not true
in China," Weaver said. "Their
students have a reputation of
doing better in math and sci-
ence and the reason they do is
because they pick and chose who
goes to high school."

One thing that came out of
the trip was the partnership
between Wayne Memorial
and Changzhou Tian Jiabing
Experimental Middle School.
According to Baracy, who signed
the letter of understanding while
at the school, it allows teachers
and students to interact with the
Chinese counterparts,

"It's the first time that one
of our schools has had a sister
school that lets students inter-
act," he said. "It's becoming
common JB the workplace, and
there's no question that we need
to prepare bur students for a
global ecpnotny. People they
work witji'willke fromaround
theworfcL* •.-••;; ,

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER .

For 17 days this summer,
Autumn Askew was immersed
in Chinese culture. As a People
to People ambassador, she
visited different Chinese cit-
ies and stayed with a Chinese
family. .

It was, she said, "the best
experience."

So it's no wonder the Wayne
Memorial High School senior
is serving as the student
representative for an educa-
tional exchange program with
students at Changzhou Tian
Jiabing Experimental Middle
School in China.

"I'm really excited about
being a part of the program,"
Askew said. "It gives me a
chance to lead the students in
learning tolerance and accep-
tance of other cultures. I can
take some of what I learned
and share it with others."

Assistant Principal Sandra
Morante is working with teach-
er Woo Xuyu and Principal
Yan Yulin in setting up the
online exchange between stu-
dents in the two schools as
well as developing an exchange
between teachers.

The educators have been
exchanging e-mails for about
three weeks.

"What we thought we'd do is
have the students e-mail each
other back and forth with cul-
tural questions," Morante said.
"I think they'll see a lot of simi-
larities in terms of pop culture,
but I'll think there'll be a lot
of differences, especially with
the types of government and
education. I don't think our
youth can imagine having a 4.2
average and not advancing past
eighth grade."

The exchange was the off-
shoot of an educational mis-

sion Supt. Greg Baracy and
school board Trustee Frederick
Weaver took to China in late
June.

Its goal is to foster curricu-
lum enrichment in language
learning, expand use of elec-
tronic communication and
share best practices among
teachers.

Seven Wayne High students
are participating in the group,
with Askew serving as the stu-
dent representative. The first
thing she plans to tell other
members of the group is the
need to embrace other cultures.

"The main reason I went to
China and the reason for for-
eign travel is to accept foreign
cultures," she said. "The people
in China are very friendly, they
love our culture. Hong Kong
reminded me of New York and
the teenagers there want to be
just like American teenagers."

While the exchange is start-
ing out with e-mails, Morante
would like to see it evolve
into exchange trips with a
teacher and several students
visiting China and a Chinese
teacher and students coming to
Michigan.

"Even though people travel
abroad, Asia is still consider
the Far East," she said. "This
will give students a good per-
spective of the area."

For now, Morante is waiting
to hear back from Xuyu. She
has sent her Chinese counter-
part her blueprint of what she
would like the program to be.

"This is an opportunity for
the students to learn first hand
about communism and about
only the brightest of the bright
going on in school," she said.
"It'll give them a good idea of
the difference between com-
munism and democracy."

smason@hometownlife.com i (734) 953-2112

Both men are glad to be back
in the United States. While they
learned and experienced a lot,
they appreciate the freedoms
afforded in the American educa-
tional system.

"I feel good about being back
in the democracy of America

where everybody has the oppor-
tunity to be successful without
governmental influence," said
Baracy. "Education isn't free
there. Maybe that's the reason
why they value it so much."

smason@hometowniife.com | (734)953-2112
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Choose mutual funds that
have a solid track record
I received a call from a friend
I who heard about a new
I mutual fund and wanted my
opinion. He was told the fund
is following a new strategy
of investing and using some
sophisticated trading tech-
niques to protect the portfolio
in up and down markets.

There was a sense of urgen-
cy. He was told that the fund
may soon close to new inves-
tors.

My answer to him is the
same I give whenever asked
about new mutual funds
— avoid them.

When you make an invest-
ment, it should meet certain
criteria. One is the investment
must have a solid track record.

Typically, I like investments
that have been around for a
period of time so they can be
compared to other invest-
ments. In a perfect world,
investments that have solid
three-, five- and 10-year
track records are preferred.
Unfortunately, we don't live in
a perfect world and exceptions
have to be made. However,
those exceptions should be
few and far between and never
in the case of a new invest-
ment. This holds true even
with mutual funds where the
manager has had success at
another company.

Companies come up with
new investments not necessar-
ily because they have a better
way of managing your money,
but because they are trying to
capture market share.

There have been many cases
where a successful fund man-
ager leaves a company and
begins managing a new fund.
The general consensus is if he/
she was successful at one fund,
he/she should be successful at
another fund. It doesn't work
that way. In today's world,
mutual funds are very rarely
managed by one individual.
Typically, a company will have
an entire management team
that includes a variety of ana-
lysts and researchers.

In addition, mutual fund
companies have different cul-
tures associated with them.
When a manager leaves one
fund family and goes to anoth-
er, the culture that allowed
them to be successful may not
exist in the new company.

A good analogy is sports. In
today's world of free agency,
where players move from team
to team, a player may have
been productive on one team,
but when they come to another
team they fail.

We see the same thing with
portfolio managers.

I recognize that by avoiding
new funds, you potentially can
miss out on an opportunity.
However, there is a difference
between investing and specu-
lating.

When you purchase an
investment, you need to
research how the fund has
performed vs. its peers in dif-
ferent market conditions.

Investors that hear about an
opportunity may wish to pur-
sue it. As a general principle, I
have no problem with taking a
flier on something. However,
I want to make sure that I
identify it as a flier. I would
not want my entire portfolio
invested in fliers. There is

County parks

photo contest
Wayne County Parks

Division is holding its
first photography contest.

The Parks Division is
seeking photos taken on
county park property or at
a park special events.

The contest winner will
be eligible for a cash prize
and have their photo fea-
tured prominently in the
upcoming Wayne County
Parks 2008 brochure and
on the county Web site.
Submission deadline is
Nov. 1, 2007/

For complete contest
rules and regulations,
visit www.waynecountyp-
arks.org or call (734)261-
1990.

no problem,
though, invest-
ing a small
portion of your
portfolio in
something that
interests you.

Even with a
new fund, you
can research
who is estab-
lishing the
fund and who

is managing it. By doing some
homework ahead of time,
you're increasing the odds in
your favor.

As investors, we must be
able to separate the fluff from
the facts. I'm a firm believer
that in order to be a success-

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

ful investor, one must live by
a set of rules. One rule I live
by is that I don't invest in new
funds. Others include checking
things out independently and
investing in what I understand
and in funds that have a good
solid track record.

I'm willing to give up some
opportunity to protect myself
from investing in something
that goes belly up.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric read-
ers can submit questions at money
matters@hometownlife.com For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bioomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

CORRECTION

The Senior Alliance, Area Agency on Aging 1-C, request proposals
to provide Adult Day Care services. Priority will be given to
bidders with service availability and location in the northwest
portion of The Senior Alliance service area.

Proposal applications and bid specifications are available on our
website, www.aaalc.org.

Application deadline is Wednesday, September 26, 2007.

Publish: September 20.2007
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OUR VIEWS

Let voters decide to
fund road projects

Most residents will tell you that the quality of life in
Canton is pretty good. There are nice neighborhoods and
parks, great schools, and plenty of available shopping.
But ask residents what's their biggest gripe about life in
Canton, and many will probably say something about
traffic congestion and the condition of the roads — two
things" that in many cases go hand in hand.

The condition of Canton's roads has been an issue
for years. Many roads in the township are in pretty
poor shape. Driving down certain sections of Lilley and
Sheldon, just to name a few, can be a teeth-rattling expe-
rience. This can cause car damage and be a safety factor.
Plus, some of the roads have not kept up with the popu-
lation growth the township has experienced in recent
years, meaning more congestion.

Unfortunately, because Canton is a township, the
majority of its roads are owned and maintained by Wayne
County, which means township officials have been pretty
much powerless to do anything about the problem. It is a
frustrating situation.

So Canton officials should be commended for trying to
come up with a local solution to an issue that is impact-
ing the quality of life of Canton residents. The township
board is currently debating how to dedicate some town-
ship funds to" begin fixing or improving some of these
county roads. The board is debating two ideas:

1. Reducing the public safety taxes by 0.25 mills, and
then raising the general fund millage by 0.25, so there
would be no net tax increase. According to officials, this
would generate about $1 million annually and allow
Canton to use the money to fix some of the worst paved
roads and pave one or more of the high traffic gravel
roads.

2. Seeking voter approval for a road funding millage.
This option would take the decision out of the board's
hands and al-low voters to decide if they want to fund the
needed road projects.

Of course, there is a third option, which is doing noth-
ing at all and wait for the county to get to the projects on
its own timeline, which could take years.

In our opinion, the second option is the way to go. The
board should go ahead and reduce the public safety mill-
age rate as proposed, especially considering Public Safety
Director John Santomauro has already said his depart-
ment can live without the money. But instead of increas-
ing the general fund budget, give the residents the power
to decide if they want to pay to fix county-owned roads.

Township officials should be able to make a compel-
ling case for voters to approve such a millage. It's an issue
most Canton residents know all too well.

The board is expected to approve a 2008 budget at the
Sept. 25 regular board meeting.

Leadership lags on budget
In the latest state budget tango, the Republican-con-

trolled Senate approved a, temporary 30-day budget
extension Monday to avoid a shutdown of government
services when the new budget year begins Oct. 1.

We're not optimistic that the Legislature and the gov-
ernor will take the steps needed to resolve their partisan
differences.

(prov. Jennifer Granholm said she would veto the exten-
sidn. No Democrats in the Senate voted for it. At a news
conference, Granholm said, "It will just kick it down the
ro4d." It will also mean that the state has one month less
to resolve the state's $1.75 billion deficit.

Over in, the House, Speaker Andy Dillon, D-Redford,
says he has a deal that would include an income tax
increase, but Republicans quickly countered that there is
no deal.

Ten Democrats, including Marc Corriveau of
Northville, didn't vote, apparently to avoid riling voters
in their swing districts and protecting their seats from
recall efforts. So much for political courage.

Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop, R-Rochester, says
he would be willing to look at some form of tax increase,
but'only after deeper, cuts in state spending. Democrats
counter that they have already supported deep cuts, but
that some proposed cuts would be harmful to state ser-
vices and fall on those most vulnerable.

After the vote to extend the budget, Bishop said, "It's
about getting the job done."

He's wrong. It's about not getting the job done, just
as last year's long partisan squabble prevented a budget
resolution until the end of the budget year. Then the
Legislature voted to delay payments, juggle accounts and
put off making hard decisions.

It also took a long struggle to approve the new business
tax to replace the old Single Business Tax.

The leaders in both parties need to look beyond their
partisan concerns toward serious long-term resolution
of the state's financial situation that includes struc-
tural reforms, appropriate rather than across-the-board
spending cuts and new taxes that do not unduly burden
those less able to pay.

Based on past performance, we're not optimistic.

Kurt Kuban
Community Editor

Hugh Gallagher
Managing Editor

Susan Rosiek
Executive Editor

Marty Carry
Director of
Advertising

Peter Neifl
Vice President
General Manager

Richard Aginian - Publisher Emeritus

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
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to the business success of our customers.

Let county fix roads
If the public safety director feels his

department is funded adequately through
2008, then the 0.25 mills should be
returned to the people of Canton, not
the general fund to increase funding for
county road improvements. The roads in
Canton that belong under the jurisdiction
of Wayne County should stay just that.
These are County roads, not township
roads. While the pace of road improve-
ments may seem inadequate to some, my
feelings are that our roads are actually
much better now that they were when the
township rejected a special road millage
some years ago.

While we are talking millage rates for
our township, I hope the board does not
raise any millages for the year 2008. The
economy is still not well in our area and
with Lansing's budget problems loom-
ing, I am sure residents are going to be
hard pressed to pay additional taxes. Are
there any other departments that are
funded well? Could we cut elsewhere in
our township? While 0.25 mills may seem
small to some, our local taxes have done
nothing but go up while property values
are going down. Lansing is tightening
their belts — we should do the same.

Khalil S. Kandah
Canton

Smoking... yuck!
I read the most recent editorials about

smoking. First let me say, I do not smoke.
I tried it when I was about 13-15 years old.
Oooh, I was so cool. Ha-ha, I know it was
strictly peer pressure, but I have to say,
that is some nasty stuff. I hated the smell,
I hated how I smelled after, so I stopped.

I am married to a smoker. We celebrat-
ed our 20th anniversary Sept. 12. It does
not bother me when she smokes, however,
once in a while, when I get that mouthful
of smoke when I am eating, then it bugs
me. And the thing I dislike the most is
being woke up when someone walks into
the bedroom with a lit one. Oh, do I hate
that. I am,up after that.

When we go to a restaurant and they
say how many, smoking or non, she says
smoking and I say non. Then I say it's OK,
I am used to it, Til sit with the smokers. It
seems like all my relatives smoke.

I always hear how hard it is to quit.
Well, I tell them my grandfather smoked
for almost 6o years and one day just
stopped cold turkey. Never had another
one after that, and he lived until he was
90. What a tough old guy he was, said it
was a waste of time, said at one point he
had figured out how many days he had
smoked up until the point of quitting and
said he had smoked 25 years of his life
away.

I love all the members of my family.
I have begged my wife to quit, pleaded,
told her I did not want to be alone when
she dies of cancer. Her brother Jim died
of cancer, he was 26. He did not smoke,
but on his deathbed he begged them all to
please quit. His two kids are now adults
— they were ages 3 and 1 when he passed.
They both smoke.

My dad was a smoker, he could have
stopped whenever he wanted. He could go
months without one, and then all of a sud-
den, he would light one up. My mom just
passed recently from emphysema. At the
funeral, I was totally amazed. Here she

LETTERS
was laying in her casket, and everyone is
out taking a "cigarette break."

I don't like smoking, never have. I love
my wife more than anything, arid it scares
me everyday, but here are some famous
words: "She is a big girl." And that is right.
Do I wish she would quit? You bet I do.
Do I wish other family members would?
Absolutely. Does it bother me to go into
a restaurant or a bar where people are
smoking? No, it does not. Oh, and when
I mention bar, I don't drink either. I have
been the designated driver since I turned
18 years old. We won't give my age now,
but it has been for many years.

When I went to California, I was laugh-
ing at all my brothers and sisters because
they had to go outside. My younger broth-
er does not smoke either.

The way I look at it, if you want to
smoke in a public place go ahead and light
up, but what does make me really upset
is when I go to a school event, where the
signs clearly say, "No smoking on school
property." I guess maybe someone should
teach people how to read.

Bud Somerville
Westland

Letter writer off-base
This letter is in response to the absolute

garbage kind of letter to the editor titled
"Unions are the problem" by some charac-
ter from Troy.

That was one of the most totally false,
misleading and mean-spirited attacks'
upon organized labor I have witnessed in
a long time from the pages of the Observer
& Eccentric. Freedom of the press, indeed.
That writer is, simply put, totally igno-
rant of the truth about workers and their
unions, the epitome of arch-conservative,
right-wing, unpatriotic nonsense and
possibly an outright danger to the forces
ofdemocracy, common decency and the .
American middle class ideals that portray
and completely justify the growth and
strength of the American labor movement.

I knew Walter Phillip Reuther. More
than any other single person in the 20th
century, Reuther created the middle class.
I know. I was there.

From 1940 until 1985 — and beyond
— I was active in the UAW. I remember
starting work in a GM plant before World
War II at 55 cents per hour, including a
newly UAW-won 5-cent, third-shift pre-
mium, to more than $20 per hour less
than 20 years later.

I remember Walter, who fought against
and defeated communism and did more
to create the greatest most effective union
bargainers in the world — the UAW
— than any single person in America in
the,20th century.

Hey there, character from Troy, what
did you ever do to help create our middle
class? What kind of positive contribution
did you ever make to ever help anyone
who works in America? America is only
as strong as its middle class. The middle
class is only as strong as its labor unions.
Destroy America's labor movement and
the destruction of America cannot be far
behind. No democratic nation can exist
without a strong, growing labor move-
ment. The UAW and its officers and mem-
bers are numbered among the finest of
citizens, workers and patriotic Americans
in our nation today. I know this to be true.
I worked with them side by side for more
than 45 years.

Troy letter writer, can you say the same?
I don't think so. If you did, you would
not have written such a venomous letter
about the splendid life of Walter Reuther
and the UAW and its great membership;
Shame on you!

L.B. Kingery
Rochester Hills

Residents taxed out
The old rural adage "you can't get

blood from a turnip" aptly applies here in
Michigan.

Most low- to middle-income Michigan
families are just about "taxed out." We
agree with conservative views that state
government has grown excessively and
now seeks to "feed itself" primarily on the
backs of low- to middle-income families.
In addition, we are skeptical that a $1.8
billion budget deficit is actually necessary.v

With our dire employment environment
coupled with raging fuel prices, there is
just not enough left for most Michigan
families to live on any longer. So why are
state officials and legislators continuing
to primarily address our budget issues
with so-called temporary increased taxes?
We believe it's because it may appear
easier in the short term than downsizing
and restructuring state government — the
more appropriate solution.

Our state government infrastructure
with its overburdening social services
agencies and courts could substantially
shrink themselves. New laws restoring
parenting responsibilities to fit parents
equitably would not only reduce the
demands upon the Department of Human
Services, but also dramatically reduce the
burdens upon the Michigan state courts.

Analyses indicate that reforming
Michigan business and personal tax codes
to a single, equitable tax rate for all of
us based solely upon gross/net incomes
with deductions ostensibly for donations
to state charitable organizations would
generate enough revenues to run a much
smaller state government infrastructure.

In addition, with these.increased dona-
tions, private social services organizations
could then afford to assist those who are
truly in need and the "It takes a village"
phenomenon might return to its true
African meaning which excludes govern-
ment and involves citizens.

We believe this would be an all around
win for Michigan and a model for the
nation!

Murray Davis
Southfield

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please .
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.
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"Plymouth-Canton is in a good position to attract worthy candidates because it's a district that has established
itself as a place where excellent education happens. We've seen other schools struggle to find a superintendent."
- Linda Wacyk, director of communications for the Michigan Association of School Administrators in Lansing,
discussing Plymouth-Canton's ongoing search for a new superintendent to replace outgoing Jim Ryan



www.hometownllfe.com OTHER OPINIONS Observer S Eccentric j Thursday, September 20,2007 (O Ml

Ramadan sparks memories
of happy days in Palestine

Mike Odetalla

The holy month of Ramadan and its fasting are
once again upon us. Muslims will fast from
sun up 'til sundown, abstaining from food,

water and intimate relationships.
Each year around this time, my memories are

rekindled of Ramadan in our small village of Beit
Hanina, a suburb of Jerusalem
still without electricity, where
people carried lanterns to light
their way in the darkness as they
went first to the mosque and then
to visit friends and family.

Beit Hanina had a drummer,
charged with the pre-dawn task of
awakening the village to sahoor,
the light meal whose end marked
the beginning of each day's fast.
Closing my eyes and thinking real

hard, still brings back the sound of Beit Hanina's
drummer banging away, and the delightful memo-
ries of joining the other children, carrying our
decorated fanoosia lanterns with candles burn-
ing brightly inside them, as we ran along behind
the drummer, singing, laughing and shouting to
help awaken the sleeping adults and start them on
sahoor and their new day.

How I admired the drummer. How I wanted his
job and to share in his fun.

During Ramadan in 1979, when I made my first
visit back to Palestine since the 1967 expulsion, my
cousin and I, both 18 and living in the U.S., finally
became the Ramadan drummers of Beit Hanina.
The Israeli invasion of 1967 and the subsequent
occupation made the drummers'job very high risk
and today they are scarce. Ramadan drummers
were often stopped, even beaten, and some have
been killed by the Israeli occupying army.

By 1979, the village had not enjoyed a drummer
in five years, so my cousin and I delighted in our
job of walking through the village each morning
banging away on large tin cans. It must have been
a very humorous sight. The elderly were happy
to hear us, while the younger people thought we
were a great joke and made fun of the "bored
Americans."

But everyone agreed that we had renewed some
"life" that had been lost as we broke through the
dark still nights of Ramadan. For me, however
briefly, I was transported back to a happy child-
hood whose memories had never left me for a
moment.

I still remember sitting by the family's transis-
tor radio with my siblings listening to the special
programs as we awaited the "cannon" to go off,
signaling that it was time to break our fast. The
"cannon" was a World War I-era English relic and
merely made a loud bang, which was all that it was
good for.

Ever since my own children were very small,
I had regaled fhem with the many stories of my
childhood in Palestine, enjoying the look of fasci-
nation on their faces as they implored me to tell
them yet "another story of when you were young in
Palestine."

This past summer, I took my children to visit

the grave of my grandmother, which is located
on a hillside cemetery off of Salah Eddin Street
in the Old City. The cemetery is actually located
inside the boundaries of the Palestinian village
of Lifta, which was ethnically cleansed of its
Palestinian inhabitants, including my wife's fam-
ily, by the Zionists in 1948. Many people, including
my grandmother and her family members, are
buried there, although now it is considered part of
Jerusalem.

As we made our way through the cemetery gates
and up the hill so that we could read Al-Fatiha,
which is the opening verse of the Quran, at her
graveside, I noticed an old rusty cannon sitting
on the top of the hill, virtually buried beneath the
overgrown weeds. I decided to head up the hill and
take a closer look. Much to my surprise, the cannon
was an exact copy of the very same cannon that I
had remembered as a youth. I called my children
up the hill and showed them the cannon, surmising
that the cannon was used to alert the residents of
Jerusalem when to break their fast before the city
fell under Zionist control.

During Ramadan, my mother would always
invite friends and relatives to our home to break
the fast with us. As Muslims, we are obligated to
share breaking our fast with others, especially
those less fortunate than us. It is considered a
blessing to do so. It is something that we continue
to do here in America as we invite friends and
loved ones to share in our blessing on this holy
month — the essence of which are a time of prayer,
fasting and charity.

Some of the best memories that I carry with
me are connected to the month of Ramadan in
Palestine when I was a child. The closeness and
feeling of "community" that I felt during those
times is something that is almost beyond descrip-
tion. The sound of the drummer, the Muezzin call
to prayer, the static emanating from the transis-
tor radio, the "boom" of the cannon, the enticing
aroma of the special foods that we only ate during
Ramadan, the sight of families huddled together on
a mat-covered floor around the evening meals, illu-
minated by the flickering light of a kerosene lan-
tern, enjoying their meals, as humble as it may have
been, in the company of family and loved ones.

These are my memories of Ramadan before the
Israeli invasion and subsequent brutal and inhu-
mane occupation, which has destroyed many fami-
lies and communities and is now in the process of
causing further havoc as Israel continues to erect
its apartheid walls, checkpoints and roadblocks
that have reduced many Palestinian villages and
cities to nothing more than walled off ghettos and
open-air prisons.

Unfortunately, these will constitute the next
generation of Palestinian children's memories and
experiences.

Mike Odetaila, a 30-year Canton resident, emigrated from the
. Middle East in 1969 When he was 8 years old, following the 1967
Arab-Israeli war. For more on Ramadan, an Islamic religious
observance that takes, place during the ninth month of the
Islamic calendar, visit www.holidays.net/ramadan.
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•3 Edge Styles
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•Edges included.,
• Radius Corners

to 6" included
•Formica Tear Out Included

40 Colors Available at this price

thru Oct. 31st , 2007

Ceramic Tile {Stales Inc.
Marble & Crnnife Shop

Southfield Farmington Hills
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Let's hear it for the t e a m -
Shock pros send good message

Julie Brown

s we left The Palace Sunday evening,
my husband tuned the radio into the

II Lions garae,in time to hear of their vic-
tory over the Minnesota Vikings.

That game was a nail-
biter, but my mind was on
the Detroit Shock-Mercury
Phoenix pro basketball
championship game
we'd just seen, in which
the Shock lost 108-92 in
the final championship
matchup. The Shock had to
hand over the trophy to the
Phoenix women's team, but
they're all still champs in
my book.

It's been 10 years since the WNBA came
along to dominate women's sports, and
things haven't been the same since. Women
stars from college teams now have a pro
league to aspire to; more importantly, girls
and young women in this country have role
models to look up to and emulate.

At The Palace Sunday, there were lots of
moms and daughters, as well as other family
combinations. Coach Bill Laimbeer of the
Shock got plenty of applause. I hear com-
ments often of surprise from people that the
former "Bad Boy" Piston could do so well
coaching a women's team to trophies.

Deanna Nolan, who scored 27 points
Sunday, and other Shock players also got
lots of applause. The parking lot of The
Palace included church vans from Detroit;
many tickets for Sunday were given away
and our $17 seats, good ones, certainly pro-
vided a great view of the action.

Pro sports in Detroit have gotten expen-
si\e, and it's good to have a family-friendly
option that's affordable, which the Shock
team provides. I like to see the players and
others from the Shock so involved in com-
munity projects.

Laimbeer received the Michigan Women's
Studies Association/Michigan Women's
Hall of Fame Philip A. Hart Award a while
back, given to recognize a male Michigander
who has advanced women's rights. I remem-
ber being at the awards dinner, when two
Shock players accepted the award — and
joked about Laimbeer sending women to do
the work.

Certainly; members of the Shock have
been visible in our community, not just con-
ducting basketball clinics for kids but also
participating in a variety of service projects,
even leading up to the championship games.

It's been 10 years since the WNBA came along
to dominate women's sports, and things
haven't been the same since. Women stars
from college teams now have a pro league to
aspire to; more importantly, girls and young
women in this country have role models to
look up to and emulate.

So far, they've been a model of civility on
and off the court, without the high-profile
antics of some male athletes. Let's be hon-
est, some of the guys aren't the greatest role
models for youngsters.

The Shock have also encouraged young
people, and adults, to take care of their
health by being active, a good lesson to
teach in a notably overweight state of
Michigan.

This is a sports-mad town, with fans of
the Red Wings, Tigers, Pistons and even
Lions following their teams with eager
anticipation each year. I like all those sports,
too, especially baseball on a nice sunny day,
but am glad to see there's room as well for
women's basketball.

The Detroit Shock may have lost the three
out of five series that culminated Sunday at
The Palace, but I'm glad I spent the money
and time to go to see them play. Here's to
hoping for many more years of playing and,
hopefully, winning.

Setting a good example for girls and
young women, and letting them know they
can reach for the stars when it comes to
their futures, means a lot in this day and
age, too. We have the Shock and other mem-
bers of WNBA teams to thank for that — no
matter what the Scoreboard says.

I'm reminded of the coach in A League of
Their Own, who's at first highly skeptical
about women playing baseball in the war-
time 1940s. By the end, he's on their side,
telling them, "It's OK, you played a good
game."

The Shock played a good game, too, and
I'm glad I was there to see it.

Julie Brown of Plymouth Township is presentation
editor for the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.
She can be reached at (734) 953-2111 or via e-mail at
jcbrown@hometownlife.com.
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Food Safety
Experts teach children the importance of healthy
eating habits, exercise, and proper food handling.
Healthy snack demonstrations.

G O t 2 B S a f e Strong+Smart = Safe.
Police officers teach the basics on who you can trust.

Fire Safety
Firefighters teach the basics of fire safety & prevention
Receive free Fire Safety DVD's. Quantities limited,

! Assets Protection

PrlorityHealth

www.laurelparkplace.com
www.livoniapassporttosafety.com

Receive a free Safety Passport!
Visit the eight stations of safety.
Learn, get it stamped, get free stuff.

Bike Safety
Free Bike Helmets fitted by trained professionals.
Quantifies limited.

911 Training
911 operators teach children the basics of making
a 911 phone call.

Automobile Safety
Police and technicians provide automobile safety from
how to properly use a car seat to seat belt safety.

Computer Safety
Chat room and general computer safety programs are •
taught by the Mich State Police Computer Crimes Unit.

Choking/Poisoning
Nurses provide training on dangerous chemicals and
teach how to respond to a choking situation..

Located in Livonia at Six Mile and Newburgh Roads 734-462-1100
Owned and Managed by CBL & Associates, Inc. (NYSE: CBL)


