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ShopCanton, students
partner on art

- Local news - A2

WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Experts agree:

Nationwide
search
the way to go

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

One of the three search firms selected by
the Plymouth-Canton Board of Education
to be interviewed Tuesday has decided not
to seek a contract with Plymouth-Canton
Schools to conduct a nationwide search for

anew supermtendent
Proact Search of Milwaukee, Wis.,
-notified the
What ’
do you
think?
Do you im Ryan “every
think the ime they come
. ‘to Michigan
bo?rd S ‘they get beat
doing the ) ' out by Michigan
right thing conducting i
a national search to
reptace Superintendent { That leaves
Jim Ryan? Let us know - | MLI of Old
by e-mailing bkadriche | Mission, Mich,
; nd Hazard,
hometownlife.com, Young, Attea
-& Associates

of Glenview,
111, as the only
two search firms blddmg to conduct the
national search to find a replacement for
Ryan, whe is retiring in March. .

At last Tuesday’s board meeting, trust-
ees decided not to hedr a proposal from
the Michigan Association of School
Boards.

“The two that are coming are the two
T'm most interested in hearing from,” said
Treasurer Steven Sneideman. “I really
didn’ like the proposal from Proact. I had
the feeling they had too much on their
plate and couldn’t do the best job for us,
and their response proves that to me.”

Birmingham Public Schools is in the
final interview stage for a new super-
intendent, the first in 17 years. Marcia
Wilkinson, director of community rela-
tions, said Hazard, Young & Associates
initially received resumes from 35-40 can-
didates, and whittled the pool to the six
who are being interviewed by the Board of
Education.

‘LOCK BEYOND’

“Our board felt it needed to look beyond,
and set more flexible parameters for the
search firm,” Wilkinson said. “We wanted
to look for innovative, creative people, and
that resulted in not requiring candidates
to be a sitting superintendent. It was clear
we wanted the search firm to be open to

-candidates not in the traditional field of

education.” ~

Despite the out-of-the-box parameters
set by the school board, Birmingham’s
candidates include current, assistant and
former superintendents, of which only one
is from out of state.

Linda Wacyk, director of communica-
tions for the Michigan Association of
School Administrators in Lansing, said
she doesn’t expect Plymouth-Canton to
have a difficult time finding candidates to
fill the position.

“Plymouth-Canton is in a good position
to attract worthy candidates becaunse it’s
a district that has established itself as a

Please see SEARCH, A4
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Alexander Covert, a Salem High junior, -celebrated with'his father/coach, Christopher-Covert,

during the recent Olympic team trials in Fort Lauderdale, Fi.

Determined teen lands dream

spot on U.S. Tae Kwon Do team

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER
At 7 a.m. Alexander Covert’s

human alarm clock — his father
— would walk into his bedroom

and see if he was
awake, If the 16-year-
old hadn’t stirred,
Christopher Covert
would playfully throw
a towel at his son and
tell him to get up.

The Salem High
School junior would"
sometimes grumble
about being tired or
sore but then a single
phrase would entice
him from his slum-
ber: “If you want
that spot, you'll get
up.”

Alexander, who is
jokingly called “kara-
te kid” or “Daniel
son” by his friends,
recently nabbed a
spot on the 2008 U.S.
Olympics Junior Tae
Kwon Do Team.

Everyday this sum-

mer, the Canton teen would throw
on a hoodie, lace up his sneakers
and run around different areas of

Canton.,

“It was just like ‘Rocky,”’ his moth—
er, Laura Covert joked. “We are so

proud of him.”

Alexander is scheduled to partici-

www.hometownlife.com

it come true is unbelievable,” he said,

adding that he’s gotten a lot of sup-

port from his teachers and friends.

“They all think it’s so cool and every-

Canton's Alexander Covert, 16, was
all smiles after landing a spot on the
2008 U.S. Olympics Junior Tae Kwon
Do Team.

one has been great.”
Christopher Covert, who owns
Olympian Chung Do Kwan, 45550

Cherry Hill Road,
with his wife,

has been training
Alexander since he
was 3 years old.

“I was nervous for
him,” he said, ref-
erencing the recent
Olympic team trials
in Fort Lauderdale.
“We recently moved
(Olympian) from
Garden City to

i Canton so Alexander

had to do a lot (train-
ing) on his own.”

All of the Coverts,
including younger
brother, Austin, 13,

practice the sport.

" “When we're at
home; you can catch
any of us kicking,”
Alexander said with a

_laugh.

Describing himself

as being on “cloud nine,” the teen-
ager wants to do Tae Kwon Do on a
collegiate level and dreams of being

on the 2012 U.8. Olympic team. -

“I wouldn't say Tae Kwon Do ismy -
life, but it’s a huge part of it and has

made me a better person, * Alexander

said.

pate in the Dutch Open in March

and the German Open in April.
. “This has been my dream, so to see

(734) 459-2700

tiparks@hometownlife.com
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The intersection
of Beck and
Cherry Hill

is one of the
Canton Township
intersections .
scheduled for
improvements
beginning
Monday.

Businesses brace
for intersection

improvement work

BY TIFFANY L. PARK;"»
STAFF WRITER

Brad Bezel is stunned that one of the Canton intersections
on deck for improvements is Palmer and Haggerty.
“Really? They're starting construction out here on

backed up right here.”

" Monday?” he asked. “I think that’s a waste because it’s never

Bezel is the manager of Jet’s Pizza in the Palmer Crossing
Plaza on the northeast corner of the intersection. .
“What they need to work on is Ford and Haggerty,” he said.

Please see INTERSECTION, A2

Teen journalists -
Observer wants you

The Observer Newspapers
is leoking for sophomores,
juniors and seniors interested
in producing local newspaper
pages and on-
line material for
teens by teens.
This marks the
second year of
the Observer’s
Student Voices
project in which
area teens write
about issues important to
them. :

Last year nearly 100 stu-
dents participated in the
school-year program.

Teens report, write, edit .
and take photographs for the
hometownLIFE.com print
and on-line sections which
will appear periodically in
Sunday editions throughout
the school year.

Only sophomores, juniors
and seniors are eligible to
participate. In addition, stu-
dents must commit to serving
as a student journalist for the
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entire'2007-2008 school year
and be prepared to attend a

90-minute orientation session -

from 3:30-5 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 4 and plan-
ning meetings as
determined by
the student group.
The first pages
and on-line sto-
ries are sched-
uled to appear in
November,
. "We want teens to take
ownership of the section
in print and on-line, “ said
Susai Rosiek, Executive
Editor of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

“Teens will decide what to
cover, what to write about
- what’s important to them.
They'll be mentored by

Teporters;, editors 4nd pho-.
tographers at the O&E.”

To apply, go to www.home-
townlife.com and click on
the Student Voices logo for
an application.. Deadline to
apply is Monday, Sept. 24.
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mtersectlons :
and Saltz and Beck and:Cherry
Hill Monday morning,

All three intetsec-
tions, which were chosen
by the Intersection Action

i eé;?nstc'rmu.

Canton Center B

ments, are expected tQ be ca‘m-
pIete before Decembet: Smce-_ .

3 ihe different ; area.s on a“worst -
first” basis.’

“They all need some kind of -

" improvement,” he said.

Intersections that have
already been completed are

Cherry Hill and Sheldon,
Geddes and Canton Center
and Saltz and Sheldon.

On Thursday, a small crew
buzzed around Beck and
Cherry Hill spraying orange
paint on the curbs. Each
. quadrant of the intersection is
slated to get an exclusive right-
turn lane,

At Canton Center and Saltz,
all but the northeast quadrant

current conditions are inad-
equate.

“It’s usually quiet out there,”
she said. “Even rush hour isnt
too bad. But if it’s for safety,
it’s a good thing even though
no one likes construction.”

In addition to the three

" projects starting Monday, the
stalled improvements to the
Beck and Warren intersection.
are expected to begin Iater this

ShopCanton, students il

partner on holiday art project

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS Ford. |
STAFF WRITER Jones, who owns the busi-
ness with his wife, Barbera,
ShopCanton is already has registered to get two ofhis
geared up for the holiday sea-  windows painted.
son and is hoping to make a With more than 20 busi-.
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month. The work, which was
initially slated for 2005, will
include creating a right-turn
lane for each quadrant and
instalting new traffic signals
on mast arms. :

Intersection 1mprovements
scheduled for 2008 include
‘Warren and Morton Taylor,
‘Warren and Sheldon and J oy
and Sheidon.

will get an exclusive right-
turn lane and at Palmer and
Haggerty, right-turn lanes will
be created for east and west-
bound Palmer.

Mast arm-mounted traffic
signals with illuminated street
signs are also planned for the
intersection.

Like Bezel, Chanel Brewer
‘of Allure Hair Salon & Spa,
41212 Palmer, said she doesn’t
believe Palmer and Haggerty’s

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734} 439-2700
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@Q@ Bakery Sn

@ﬁ! A Little Taste of Authentic |
Middle Eastern Food Now in Cantont

Healthy « Fast « Fresh

“Come experience fresh-baked breads.and stuffed pies,

1cstg sandwiches, hearty subs, and a cold deli filled with

. dips, salads and vegetable items. Fresh
juice, smoothies and homemade ice

cream are prepared with only the finest

ingredients. And don't forget to faste our

friendly fries! Friends Bakery & Subs is

- .ready 10 serve Canton with a

. SMile, a warm atmosphere and

a clean environment.

Only Halal Meats Served!

42126 Ford Road « Canton
Beween H‘c’acjg‘éﬁu & Lilley
734-844-0880

Open: Sun.-Thurs. 8 am-il pm

fri-Sat. 8 am-12 am

On September 18, 1895 the first chiropractic
adjustment was given by Dr. DD Palmer, a magnetic
healer of the time, to Harvey Lillard. Mr. Lillard, a
janitor in the Ryan building on the corner of Brady .
and 2nd Street in Davenport Iowa, was nearly totally
deaf for 17 years. After the historic first adjustment,
Harvey’s hearing returned. This revelation, led Dr.
Palmer to theorize that nerve interference from a

spinal bone out of place was the cause of Harvey’s
hearing loss. He further postulated that returning the
bone to a more normal position might help correct
the problem. It was from this simple beginning that
the chiropractic profession was born.- '

DD Palmer

visual splash along Ford Road.

ShopCanton, which was
developed by the Canton
Marketing Partners to
promote Canton businesses,
1s expanding its holiday art

" project from a single shopping
center to a three-mile stretch
of the township’s busiest cor-
ridor.

“If we can get enough (mter—
est), we are hoping it wiil con-
tinue growing,” said Dianne
Cojei, Canton Chamber of
Commerce president.

In its second year, the proj-

. ect will partner Ford Road

businesses with high school
students from the Plymouth-
Canton and Wayne-Westland
school districts. The business
owners wiill contribute $35 to
the project and in turn, the
students will paint a holiday
theme on the window of their
establishments.
“The second we heard about
it we said ‘were in.’ I think it’s
a greatidea,” said Chuck Jones,
of Play It Again Sports, 42079

_ afirst come, first serve basis. -

nesses already signed up, Cojei
said the project is gaining
popularity. '

“T've had & lot of requests
from people who have busi-
nesses off of Ford,” she said.
“We've kept it on Ford because-
we want to give it.a chance -
to grow and make an impact.
Maybe we can extend it in the
future.”

Kathieen Salla, Downtown
Development Authority direc-
tor, said business owners off of
Ford Road can still participate
in the project by sponsoring the
window of a vacant location on B
Ford. .

. The students are sched_uled
to paint the windows during
the week of Nov. 12-18.

Businesses will be chosen on

ey i o

* For more information, call

Cojei at (734) 453-4040, Joyce
Silagy at (734) 890-2050 or log
onto www.ShopCanton.org. -

fparks@hometowntife.com
{734) 459-2700

*  wmRoofing and Siding o
. RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer

Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner
Professional Roofer Advisory Council

Famity Owned and Operated for Over 45 Years .

41700 Michigan Ave. ¢ Canton » 734-397-8122

On this anniversary, it might be ihteresting to read the _
words of Dr. DD Palmer, the founder of chiropractic. We

have presented them below.

Harvey Liflard

“Harvey Lillard a janitor in the Ryan Block, where I
had my office, had been so deaf for 17 years that he
could not hear the racket of a wagon on the street or
the ticking of a watch. I made inquiry as to the cause
of his deafness and was informed that when he was
exerting himself in a cramped, stooping position, he
Jfelt something give way in his back and immediately
became deaf. An examination showed a vertebrae
racked from its normal position. I reasoned that if
that vertebra was replaced, the man s hearing should
be restored, With this object in view, a half~hour 5
talk persuaded My. Lillard to allow me to replace it. I
racked it into position by using the spinous process
as a lever and soon the man could hear as before. There was nothing

“accidental” about this, as it was accomplished with an object in view, and
the result expected was obtained. There was nothing “crude” about this
adjustment, it was specific, so much so that no Chiropractor has equaled it.”

Within twe years Dr. DD Palmer opened the first school of
Chiropractic on Brady Street in Davenport. It was his son
Dr. BJ Palmer, who continued the school after his death. It
is the son, BJ Palmer, who is given credit for growing and
developing the profession into what it has become today.

We accept Trmllv Health « United Health * Blue Cross » AETNA  PPOM  MCare
* Humana * Blue Gare Network « c!gna * GrealWest
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Miller open house

Come see Plymouth-
Canton’s new Miller School
during a community open
house on Thursday, Sept. 21,
from 6:30-8 p.m. The program
begins at 7 p.m.

Miller Elementary School
is located at 43721 Hanford
Road in Canton.

Chiefettes variety show

The Canton High School
Chiefettes pom pon teams
will present their annual
variety show at 1:30 p.m.
and 7 p.m. on Sept. 22 in
Logan Auditorium at Salem
High School. This event will
showcase a variety of enter-
tainment appearances by
Plymouth-Canton Community
School students and commu-
nity members, as well as per-
formances by the Chiefettes.

Tickets: Advance ticket
purchases are available for
$5 from Chiefettes members
and at lunch breaks on Sept.
20 and Sept. 21 in front of the
Canton High School cafeteria.
Show day tickets are available
for $6 at the door.

For more information con-
tact Britt Julien at bbfm@
sbeglobal.net.

Craft show

Attention Crafters. Tri-City
Christian Center is currently
accepting applications for its
annual Holiday Craft Fair
on Dee. 1. Tri-City is located
at 3855 Sheldon Road (just
north of Michigan Avenue) in
Canton. For more informa-
tion contact Sharon Chefan at
(734) 397-1777 or e-mail her
at sharonchefan@tricitychris-
tian.org.

Clothing bank help

The Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Clothing
Bank, which is located at
Salem High School, provides
free clothing to families in
need. It accepts fashionable,
gently-used clothing dona-
tions Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday from 9:30-11:30
a.m. The Clothing Bank .
entrance is on the northwest
side of the building. Take
the drive just west of Salem
{(where the buses enter) and
follow it straight toward the
school. Look for the signs.

i The goal is for students who
receive clothing do not.look .
but-of-place at school. Please

a¥ .
ki

ask yourself this question

before yon donate: Would my

children wear this?

The bank is in particular
need of teen and children’s
clothing, women’s extra-large
sizes, shoes and boots.,

The bank is also in need of
a few volunteers. Please call
('734) 416-6179 and leave a

nmessage.

For more information, con-
tact Karen Palgut via e-mail
at k_palgut@wideopenwest.
com.

OLGC fashion show

Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church presents its “Falling
into Fashion” dinner and
fashion show featuring Ladies
Fashions and Accessories
Friday, Sept. 28.

The evening starts with a
5:30-6:30 p.m. preview of
fashions and accessories to
purchase (20 percent of any
purchase is tax-deductible).
The buffet dinner starts at 6
p.m., with the fashion show at
7 pm.

The event takes place in
OLGC’s Social Hall, 47650
North Territorial (at Beck),
and features door prizes,
beverages and wine. Cost is
$30 ($20 tax-deductible con-
tribution to debt retirement).
Contact one of the following
participating boutiques for
reservations: Bella Mia at
{734) 656-0057, Gigi’s Mode at
(734) 254-8774, Maggie & Me

(734) 459-5340, or Van Dam’s

at (248) 449-4282.

Dance classes

Plymouth-Canton
Community Education spon-
sors dance classes for seniors
(50 and older), and for teens
wanting to learn basic dance
steps.

Senijors can enjoy dancing
in a comfortable and sup-
portive environment and gain
health benefits as well. Build
on what you already know and

learn the fun, easy steps of the

Foxtrot, music you remember
from the “Big Band” era for
four weeks. In the remaining
four weeks seniors will learn
the slow, rhythmic Rumba,
one of the most popular and
easy to learn dances.

Class starts Tuesday, Sept.
25 from 6-7 p.m. at the Tonda.
Elementary School gym.

Meanwhile, teens can learn.

_to dance with a partner, while

spending four weeks learning

HOSTED BY

$76.95 PLUS TAX:

or 740.322.5588, option ©

Picees

' History

THE LONGABERGER COMPANY
Americas premier makeér of handcrafted baskets,
pottery, wrought iron and fabric accessories.

ENJOY ALL THIS AND MORE FOR

» One~-day admission ticket to:

Greenfield Village, open daily at 9:30 a.m.

+ Make A Basgket™ experience with a
Longaberger Basketmaker

» Shop for select Longaberger products
* Meet Longaberger Family members

* Hourly basket giveaways and more

Greenfield Village Basket Fest is located in the Village
- Pavilior on the grounds. On-site regisiration for the
~ Make A Basket experience is available daily.

. .=..F9r more information, call 313.982.6001

or visit www.longaberger.com/greenfieldvillage

the very popular Swing, then
moving into salsa. '

This class also starts
Tuesday, Sept. 25, from 7-8
p-m. at the Tonda gym.

For more information and
to register for either class, call
(734) 416-2940.

Newcamers to meet

The public is invited to a
discussion on living a healthy
lifestyle; as the Canton - .
Newcomers hosts the Summit
on the Park’s personal trainer
Tom Arbaugh. This social,
civic and charitable group’s
monthly general meeting will
be held Oct. 3 at 7:15 p.m.
at the Sunflower Clubhouse
(45800 Hanford, west of
Canton Center, set back off the
road).

If vou would like to receive a
handout detailing the 20-plus
monthly activities hosted by
the group (book club, Bunko,
playgroups, ladies day out,
scrapbooking to name a few)
and would enjoy refreshments
from Aji Ten Restaurant and
Back Home Bakery, and want
to spend the evening socializ-
ing with your “neighbors”, plan
to attend. There will also bea
raffle that will benefit a local
charity.

For 2 complimentary
October newsletter of this
2006 Community Supporter
award-winning club, visit can-
tonnewcomers.org or call (734)
398-6487 before the meeting,
Just a reminder, you don'’t have
to be “new” to Canton to be a
Newcomer.

Lincoln round-table

The Abraham Lincoln Civil
War Round Tabie will host
Kerry Chartkoff, chair of
Michigan’s “Save The Flags”
project which preserves, inter-
prets and displays the state's
collection of battle flags.

The presentation, set for 8
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20 in the
lower level at the Plymouth
Historical Museum, will focus
on the Civil War flags in the
collection. :

The public is invited, admis-
sion is free. The museum
is located at 155 8. Main in
Plymouth. .

For more information please
call (734) 451-7998.

Marching bapd raffle

The Plymouth-Canton
Music Boosters and the -
Plymouth-Canton Marching

Band are hosting a fund-
raising raffle to help raise
enough funds to purchase a
new semi-trailer. The raffle,
appropriately titled “Music &
Motion”, is being co-sponsored
by the Plymouth-based multi-
product powersports dealer
Plymouth Motorsports, The
money raised by the raffle will
be used to purchase a new
trailer to replace the aging 50-
foot trailer currently used by
the nationally acclaimed-band
to carry all the large, front-
ensemble instruments and
equipment to each competi-
tion or performance.

Raffle tickets are $10 and
will be sold for the next four

‘weeks to win your choice of

a wave runner, motpreycle,
snowmobile, or four-
wheeler.

The tickets will be on sale
at many P-CEP Friday night
varsity football games at
the Varsity Field at Canton
High School and at Plymouth
Motorsports located at 110
W. Ann Arbor Road in
Plymouth.

The tickets will be sold up
until mid-October, with the
final winner announced at
the Great Lakes Invitational

Come join the band

The Plymouth Fife & Drum Corps (PFDC) will hoid an informational
recruitment meeting at Canton High School on Monday, Oct. 29 from 7-9
p.m. in the choir room. Parents and students are encouraged to attend to
learn more about PFDC. All aspects of becoming a member wil! be covered
at this meeting, as well as a performance by the 2007 Plymouth Fife &
Drum Corps. PFDC members range in age from 12-18 and are from various
local communities, including Plymouth and Canton. The group performs
approximately 40-50 times per season at parades and festivals thropghout
the Michigan, New England and Canada. Recruiting efforts witl be for open
positions in fifes, drums, and color guard. No previous musical experience
is necessary. Instructional information is provided by PFDC instructors.
Uniforms are provided by PFDC. For additional infermation or to contact the
Plymouth Fife & Drui Corps, visit the PFDC Web site at http:/fwww.pfdc.us.

Marching Band Competition

hosted by the Plymouth- Al Saints craft show _ There will also be door
Canton Music Boosters at All Saints Catholic School prizes. '

Canton High School on (48735 Warren Road in There is a $3 admission. All
Saturday, Oct. 13. Canton) will host Vendor proceeds benefit the All Saints

All proceeds will benefit the
Plymouth-Canton band pro-
grams. For more information,
visit www.pcmb.net.

Catholie School Auction. For
more information, contact
Leigh-Anne Valdes at (734)
459~5653.

Extravaganza, from 4-9 p.m.,
Friday Sept. 21.
The event will feature 20-
_ plus crafters and vendors.

Wine and cheese reception » Door prizes
italian music, art and history .

Appearances by:
Parry J. Martini, author

Monte Nagler, photographer
Deborah Kawsky, art historian

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 6-9 p.m.
$24 per person
Madonna University Center
14221 Levan Rd. » Livonia, Ml 48154

Make your reservations, 734-432-5804

e

/hether you are saving money, looking for a
loan, or managing a business, you can always
depend on Chase. |

] Strength: The vast resources of jPMorgéh Chase.
£} Value: Great rates on savings and lending products.

: &égenﬁaéée for over 200 years.
How can we help you today?

o Commitment: Able and willing to lend money today and in the futu're.. 1

Loans subject to credit and property approval.” ; ’ . : . X
@ 2007 JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A, Member FDIC, ' ' .
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SE Ancn dents stay an average of only . “The first was more of a Detroit, The eventual hirewas  add a national flavor with the WHAT THEY'LL ASK
b . three years in an urban dis- statewide and regional search, ~ William Hamilton, who spent  national branches of those Here are some sample
FROM PAGE A1 triet, with the length of stay but then it became more of a  the previous 13 years as an groups. questions Plymouth-Canton
. longer in most others, : national search,” Evola said. - ngsistant superintendent in “The board can get the school board members |

place where excellent education
happens,” Wacyk said. “We've
seen other schools struggle to
find a superinterident.”

Wacyk said it’s more difficuls
now, than in the past, for dis-
tricts to find superintendents.

“Fewer people aré willingto
jump out of the other education
roles into a job that demands so
many hours and is fraught with
so much difficulty,” she said.
“It's the only position that isn't
protected, even though they
have contracts,”

LENGTH OF STAY

Wacyk noted superinten-

“Tenure is a critical point
because most of the research -
on student achievement shows

* most of the changes a new’

leader implements take at least
five years to show any serious
results,” Wacyk said, “A school
that has'a leader in place for a

longer period of time seems to

make the best gains,”

Welled Lake Community
Schools used MLI in hiring
a new superintendent in July
2006, the district’s first in 18

. years, Judy Evola, director of

community relatjons, said the
Board of Education posted the
opening twice,
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“The board wanted to take a
look at all the possible candi-
dates who might have interest
throughout the country.”

Evola said the key for Walled
Lake was to include all the
district’s constituents in the
process of hiring a superinten-
dent.

iving ther an opportu-
nity to verbalize what qualities
they wantina supermtendent
before the posting,” said Evola.
“That process was invaluable
for us.*

In the end, Walled Lake
interviewed four assistant
superintendents in metro

Waelled Lake. .
The search for a new super«

" intendent will cost tens of

thousands of dollars. Former
Plymouth-Canton Trustee
Richard Ham-Kucharski of
Canton said with the district
struggling financially, now isn't
the time to spend so much on a
search.

“I don’t think it's a good use
of funds at this time, and they
can do as good a job on their
own,” Ham-Kucharski said.
“They can use listings in the
newspaper, internal commu-
nications through the various
state education groups, and

help of the district’s human
resources department to move
it along,” he said, “It wouldn't
just be the board, itself, doing
those activities.”

The Board of Education will
interview Michigan Leadership
Institute Tuesday at 6 p.m,,
followed by Hazard, Young &
Associates at 7 p.m. Both ses-
sions will be conducted in the
board meeting room at the
E.J. McClendon Educational
Center, 454 8. Harvey in
Plymouth. '

thruscato@hometownilfe.com -
(134) 459-2100

will ask representatives

of potentlal search ftrms
Tuesday:

M Describe the process
you use to develop our
selection criteria?

M What percent of the
superintendents that you
placed in the last five years
are still in their positions?
M Which member of your
organization will be leading
the search? What is their
‘individual success rate?

Theft of blue tooth lands seasoned criminal in slammer

An attempt to steal a §70
electronic gadget from Target
landed an Ypsilanti Township
mat in even more legal trouble
Wednesday.

The man, 33, had war-
rants out for his arrest when
be was caught trying to steal
& Motorola H500 blue tooth
from the Ford Road store.

After doing abackground
check on the man, police dis-
covered he had four warrants
in Canton for being in posses-
sion of a controlied substance,
retail fraud and providing false
information to an officer. In

- LERNGXY

Insestinn it Bt o gl

s Affordable Pricing

* 0% Financing Available
» Extended Warranties
. QUaIity Installation

(734) 525-1 930

" Our 33rd Year!
"NITED TEMPEHATURE

addition to those four charges,
the man had a warrant for his
airest in Garden City,

The man, who rode a bicycle
to the store, has two convic-
tions out of Westland for
second-degree retail fraud
and two pending third-degree
retail fraud cases in Canton.

For his latest arrest, the man
was held on $300 bond, He
was held on $1,640 bond for
his other warrants.

Harley Night Train npped
off

A Belleville man, 30, report-
ed to Canton police that some-
one took his Harley Davidson
from a Ford Road restaurant
early Monday morning.

'The man said he last spotted
his Night Train motoreycle at
1a.m. and that it was gone 15
minutes later,

The bike is valued at
$19,000. There are no sus-

- dog ran out of a garage, fol-

pects,

Bichon Frise bites cyclist

A 2-year-old Bichon Frise
dog escaped from an open
garage door Wednesday after-
noon and bit & Canton cyclist
on the leg.

The victim, a 51-year-old
man, told police be was rid-
ing his bike on 45000 block of
Morningside when the small -

lowed behind him and then bit
his left calve. Officers noted
that the man’s wound was cov~
ered with a stained bandage.
After the incident, the man
said that two young boys ran
after the dog. When officers
arrived at the home, the hom-
eowner admitted to having a
dog that fit the description, but
said he had no knowledge of
the situation, His 14-year-old
son then told both his father
and police about the dog bite.
Officers instructed the hom-

cowner to quarantine the dog
for 10 days and are scheduled
to do a follow up with the fam-

ily.

Fraudulent check cashed

A Canton woman reported
Tuesday that a fraudulent
$200 charge had landed on her
checking account.

The woman, 26, sharesthe
account with her husband and

- said neither of them has used

the company, Barnes Medical,
LLC, that cashed the cheek,

An officer observed a copy
of the check online and noted
that the wording, along with
the signature from the medical
company, was typed.-

The woman said the check -
had her husband’s name but
her old address from before - -
they were married. The '

* account has since been closed.

By Tiffany L. Parks’
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ON THE AGENDA

Canton Board 6f Trustees

The Canton Board of Trustees
will meet for a study session at
5:30 p.m,, Sept. 18 at the Canton
Administration Building, 1150 S.
Canton Center Road.

The only item on the agenda

 is consideration of the 2008

budgets.
For more information, call
(734) 394~5260.

Plymouth-Canton Bdard

The Plymouth-Canton Schools
Board of Education will intey-
view the Michigan Leadership
Institute Tuesday at 6 pm,,
followed by Hazard, Young &
Associates at 7 p.m, Both ses-
sions will be conducted in the
board meeting room at the E.J.
McClendon Educational Center,
454 S. Harvey, in Plymouth,

Arthritis Today

JosepH J. WeIss, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road

Livonia, Michigan 481

52
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AG Cox, Evans target child support offenders

Attorney General Mike Cox
this week announced a new
child support sweep in metro
Detroit, named Operation:
Back to School ‘07.

The sweep, which lasted
three days, is a cooperative
effort between Cox’s Child
Support Division and Wayne
County Sheriff Warren Evan’s
Felony Friend-of the Court
Enforcement Unit,

The operation is target-
ing more than 100 metro
Detroit area residents who are
charged with felonies for not

paying substantial amounts of
child support.

“We have named this
Operation: Back to School.
‘07 because this is the time
of year when parents provide
their children the necessi-
ties to go to school,” Cox said.
“New clothes, backpacks,
and calculators are just some
of the expenses that parents
incur this time of year.

“Let this be a reminder that
child support is necessary for
every child all year long,” the
attorney general added. “We .

are grateful for the coopera-
tion of Sheriff Evans and his
commitment to this impor-
tant work.”

The defendants charged in
these cases have legal obliga-
tions to provide support for
almost 150 children. Their
combined arrearage is more
than $4 million.

“The impact on a child
whose parent can’t afford
to provide them with basic
necessities can’t be mea-
sured,” Evans said. “Tt takes
a toll on their self-esteemn,

Schoolcraft College launches
pharmacy tech course

Schoolcraft College has
launched a program that aims.
to quell the recent shortage of
pharmacy technicians, while .
giving future pharmacists a
taste of the health profession.

The course, which takes
place Tuesdays and Thursdays
starting Sept. 18 and
Saturdays starting Sept. 22,

costs $1,259 which includes

fee, text books and ICPT
Certification exam fee.

The course is noncredit, and
Workforce Investment funds
may be available.

The Pharmacy Technician
course is a 72-hour course
designed to teach students the
fundamentals and particulars.
of being a pharmacy techni-
cian, The program is geared
toward students interested
in being a pharmacy techni-
cian, pre-pharmacy students,
or those looking to strengthen
their skills in the health care
field.

The class introduces stu-
dents to various pharmacy
practice settings and covers
drug classes and interactions,

COURSE ADDITION

B What: Pharmacy technitian
course
W Where: Schoolcratt College
Campus, Rooms MC 115 and MC 110
® Cost: §1,259 per person includes
fextbooks, lab materials and ICPT
certification exam fee
W Dates: Sept. 18 to Dec. 11 or Sept.
2210 Dec.15

Times: 6-9:10 p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday or 9 a.m. to 4:20 p.m.
Saturday

daily pharmacy operations and
basic physiology. Upon com-
pletion of this course, students
will be efficient in completing
daily tasks performed in a
pharmacy setting and be pre-
pared for entry-level pharmacy
positions.

Pharmacy technicians assist
pharmacists, including filling,
packaging and distributing
medications, and maintaining
patient records and inventory.
The technicians start earning
about $10 to $15 an hour but

Chase 7 Month CDor Premler Platmum Savings.
Get great savings rates with guaranteed higher
returns. Stop by a local Chase branch or call us
at 1- %@@ CHASE-24 today.

CHASE ©

certified technicians can earn
20 to 30 percent more. Chain
retail pharmacies, hospitals,
and home health care pharma-~
cies typically employ them.

“This class is truly excellent,”
said Paula Ellis, a homemaker
who completed the 72-hour
course last fall. “You really feel
prepared to take on a pharma-
ey technician’s job by the time
vou finish it.”

Ellis, a 45-year-old stay-
at-home mom, was one of
32 students graduating from
MRxI Corporation and one of
several to pass the National
Certification Examination.

“There’s no way that I

could’ve passed that test with- -

out this training,” she said. “It’s
very thorough,”

The certificate has value to
employers who-prefer to hire
those with preparation in the
field, even though on-the-job
training is always required.

For more information and
to register, call Holly Klotz at
{(734) 462-4400, Ext. 1-5223.

The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) shown are effective as of 9/17/07 and available at Chase locaticns in Eastern Mlch;gan only.
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a minimum deposit of $50,000 in money not currently held by Chase or its affiliates. An average balance of $75,000 is required in the
Chase Premier Platinum Checking account or @ combination of this account and any qualifying linked accounts to waive the checking
account monthly service fee, Rates do not apply to retirement accounts. The blended Annual Percentage Yelds [APYs) on a Chase Premier
Platinum Savings linked to an active Chase Premier Platinum Checking account are: 4.15% for balances $50,000-$99,999; 4.34% for
balances $100,000-5249,998; and 445% for balances $250,000-$499,595. The APYs arei 2.25% for balances $0- $24,999; 2.75% for
balances $25,000-$49,995; and 4.40% for balances of $500,000 and above. Interest rates are variable and subject to change. Fees may
reduce earnings. Not valid with any other promotional offer. One promotional rate per customer, Qther restrictions may apply. Savings

offer ends 8/28/07.

© 2007 |PMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.

which also affects their
education. This stepped-up
enforcement period expands
on the daily efforts of the
attorney general and my
office to hold deadbeat par-
ents accountable.”

Cox’s Child Support
Division, the first statewide
child support enforcement
unit in the country, has col-
lected more than $45 million
owed in back child support,
directly benefiting more than
4,200 children.

In addition to benefiting

children, the Child Support
Division also benefits the

- state. The attorney general’s

Child Support Division is’
on track to recover twice as
much money for the State of
Michigan in 2007 as the actu-
al cost for the division.

Among those arrested by
sheriff’s deputies during
Operation: Back to School ‘07
were: _‘

® Nicholas Kohalisky, 48,
of Southfield, owed more than
$6%7,000 in back chﬂd sup-~
port,
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B Percy Ainsworth, 41,
of Detroit, owed more than
$57,000 in back child sup-
port; and
M Xyle J. Perry, 34, of
Detroit, owed more than
$50,000 in back child support.

A criminal charge is merely
an accusation and the defen-
dants are presumed innocent
until and unless proven guilty,
Cox pointed out. To learn
more about the Attorney
General’s Child Support
Division, visit www.michigan.
gov/ag
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Westland woman crowned Miss Wayne

A 22-year-old Westland
woman is on her way to com-
peting in the Miss Michigan
competition after winning the
Miss Wayne County pageant.

“T am already looking for-
ward to my duties this year
- traveling, meeting new
people and getting the word
out about my platform, which
is breast cancer awareness and
education,” said Ashlee Baracy
just moments after being
selected,

As Miss Wayne County,
Baracy receives a $750
scholarship and the opportu-
nity to compete for the Miss
Michigan title in Muskegon
on June 14, 2008. A graduate
of the University of Michigan,
where she majored in general
studies, Baracy works as a
dance teacher and competitive
instructor for Encore Dance
Academy in Westland, She is
pursuing a master’s degree in
integrated marketing commu-
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nications at Eastern Michigan
Unlver51ty and hopes to
pursue a career as an anchor/
health reporter in the televi-
sion industry.

During her year as Miss
Wayne County, Baracy will
travel throughout Wayne '
County and the state of
Michigan advocating her plat-
form issue. As a co-survivor
of breast cancer and former
caregiver, she is committed to
being an advocate for breast
cancer awareness and educa-
tion.

She will talk to various gov-
ernment representatives, busi-
ness leaders, community

groups and citizens-at-large,
urging them to get involved
in the fight against breast
cancer.

“Ashlee Baracy embodies
the qualities a role model for
young women and girls should
have,” said Sheila Sigro,
executive director of the Miss

* Gyros
* Coneys
* Kabobs
¢ Pitas

N EW IN CANTON
39910 Ford Road, Canton Twp.
Just E, of 1-275

7134-981-0200

BREAKFAST *
CARRY-OUT * CATERING
Mon.-Sat, 6am - 10pm; Sun. 7am - 8pm

5 FLAT SCREEN TV's FOR YOUR
VIEWING PLEASURE

* Wraps

* Quesadillas ¢ Special

* Fresh Salads Kids

* Omelets

Wayne County Scholarship
Program. “She’s talented,
ambitious and accomplished.
We are excited about working
with her this year.”

Other honors at the pageant,
held at Livonia Churchill High
School Sept. 8, included first
runner-up Nicole Blaszezyk
of Novi and second runner-up
Christina Hastie of Dearborn.
There was three-way tie for
Overall Talent — Blaszezyk,
Baracy and Christina Hastie
of Dearborn. The Physical
Fitness in Swimsuit award
went to Baracy.

The Non-Finalist Talent
award was given to Julienne
Kobylasz of Flat Rock, while
the People’s Choice Award
went to Joy Jano of Westland.

There also was a tie for Miss
Congeniality, with Blaszezyk
and Hastie receiving the
honor.

Established in 1991,
the Miss Wayne County

ENING!.

LUNCH * DINNER

* Desserts

Menu
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An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residenis.

Scholarship Program pro-
vides opportunities for young
women to achieve their per-
sonal and professional ambi-
tions. Contestants also par-
ticipate in community service
activities and develop leader-
ship skills that help them excel
in their chosen career and life
goals.

Winners of the annual Miss
Wayne County Competition
are eligible to compete in the
Miss Michigan Competition,
held every year in Muskegon
in June. Four Miss Wayne
Counties have captured the
title of Miss Michigan and
have gone on to compete at
Miss America.

The Miss America
Organization is one of the
nation’s leading achievement
programs and the world’s larg-
est provider of scholarship
asgsistance for young women.
Each year, the Miss America
Organization makes available
more than $40 million in cash
and tuition scholarship assis-
tance,

_For more information
about the Miss Wayne County
Scholarship Program, visit
the Web site at www.miss-
wayneco.com or call Sheila
Sigro at (734) 367-0560.

¥

County

An excited Ashlee Baracy waves to the crowd after being crowned Mis_s
Wayne County Saturday.
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Web site has good info, but don't rely on it for buy, sell decisions

‘What is your opinion of
www.fundalarm.com which
is an independent Web site
devoted to mutual funds?

FundAlarm.com has some
interesting information; how-
ever, I am not a fan of this
Web site when it comes to
evaluating funds to buy or sell.
The FundAlarm methodology
is based solely on past perfor-
mance. Although past perfor-
mance is important, it is not
the only criterion that should
be considered when it comes
to buying or selling a fund.

One of the biggest problems
with Fund Alarm.com is the
benchmarks used to compare
performance are not appropri-
ate. FundAlarm relies solely
on the Morningstar classifica-

‘tion of a fund. Unfortunately,

Morningstar sometimes does

not properly classify a fund.
For example, Morningstar

does not have a classification

Cheer for the
hometeam,
read toda

PURTS

section

for what are
known as “go-
anywhere”
funds which
allow their
team to invest
in any sector of

BRI 17 S8 the economy.

Money Matters Sometimes
these funds

Rick Bloom will be heav-

ily invested in
large compa-
nies, other times they will be
invested in small companies.
Because Morningstar does not
have a classification for these
types of funds, they are put
into the mid-cap blend area.

Therefore, if you were to solely .

look at go-anywhere funds
and compare them to mid-cap
blend funds, it would not give
you the proper comparison.
The underlying problem
with FundAlarmi.com is how
they compare and evaluate

fund performances. If vou use
the wrong benchmark or an
inappropriate peer group, it
makes the information some-
what useless.

Tt is essential when you com-
pare the performance of your
fund vs. the benchmark or its
peer group that you compare
apples to apples.

When I do my research, I
evaluate an investment using a
variety of criteria and sources.

While Fund Alarm.com is an
interesting Web site, I would
not rely on it when it comes to
evaluating whether to buy or
sell a fund.

How safe is it to start up
a new account with a previ-
ously unknown bank online?
They have some attractive
money market accounts,
but I'm not sure of safety.

I am a Ford employee with
an account at Ford Interest
Advantage. The money is

not insured but the interest
rates are good., I have a size-
able account. I'm bothered
by Ford’s current troubles,
Wouid it be wise to move the
money until things even out?

If the online bank is FDIC
insured, then the money is as
safe as it would be if it’s at any
local bank.

The rates that many online
banks offer are very attractive,
They are able to offer these

"attractive rates for a number

of different reasons. The first
is the cost of doing business is
less expensive than traditional
banks. After all, they don’t
have to worry about the cost
of maintaining a variety of
branches. Many online banks,
in order to attract business,
have to be more competi-

tive when it comes to rates of
return on such things as
money market accounts and
checking accounts. They use

these attractive rates almost as
loss leaders because they want
your banking business.

As to Ford Interest
Advantage, you are correct,
This money is not insured and
if something did happen to

Ford, your money is at risk.
Based upon the fact you are
justifiably nervous, I have no
problem recommending you
look elsewhere.

If you want to keep the
money liquid, using money
market accounts makes sense,
In that regard, you can use an
online bank. I the account
is over $100,000 ($250,000
in the case of a retirement
account) use two separate
online banks. The FDIC insur-
ance is limited to $100,000
for nonretirement accounts
and $250,000 for retirement
accounts.

Hyou do not need to keep
this money liquid but want to

keep it safe, shop around for
CDs and consider an equity-
indexed annuity.

The advantage the equity-
indexed annuity allows your
money to grow tax-deferred.
Annuities are also guaranteed
up to $100,000. If you are
looking for a fixed or equity
indexed annuity, buy one on a
no-load basis.

There is no guestion that
the Ford Interest Advantage-
is paying a favorable rate of
return. However, investors
must recognize that the rate of
return is high because of the
risk involved. '

Rick Bioom is a fee-only financial
adviser, Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.

« Affordable tuition

« Books covered by tuition
* Financial resources available
» Evening classes begin Oct. 8

Call tolifree 1-866-885-2508
NOW ENROLLING!

WADUNNA
UNIVERSITY

36600 Schoolcraft Rd, » Livonia, Ml 48150

EARN A MEDICAL CERTIFICATE IN 11 WEEKS OR LESS

EKG Technician « Medical Billing & Coding ¢ Pharmacy Technician

Without apolo

Independent ~ Fundamental
Bible Based ~ Christ Centered ~ Missions Minded

If you believe that Jesus Christ is The Son of God, as opposed to
Him being simply a good example or a good teacher...visit us.

we stand for the essential Diety of Jesus Christ.

Our desire is to Inspire and Impact our community and the world foi‘ Christ.

734-425-6215 28440 Lyndon ~ Livonia, MI 48154 www. GBCofLwoma.org
(Just North of I-96, Between Middlebelt & Inkster Roads)

Sunday Services:

Discipleship...............9:43 a.m.
80 | Worship.....coeesernrnene. 10:45 am.
Evening Service...........6:00 p.m.

=
(=3

Five Mile

Wednesday Services:

o
Harrison
Inkster Road

Lyndon Bible Explorers............7:00 p.m.
Teens ~ 4 ~ Truth........7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting............ 7:00 p.m.

Bible Study......c.ece0reene. 7:30 pom.

Nursery Provided for All Services
Transportation Available

Middiebeit

T‘

Don’t waste your gas money driving across town
when relief is around the cornert .

_,Heartland is celebrating Kational Rehab ¥ %ﬁ?@
| every Wednesday in September. '"

Heartland Rehab Qutpatie

BILITATION SERVICES

nt Gl'-mcs wﬂl screen your

08551490

OUTPATIENT-Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy

Geta great deal |
of Credit. And take &évmmgﬁ @f

O Great low rates S
O Credit decision in minutes
© No annual fee? if you apply by 11/2

You could be approved today. Call 1-800-300- %ﬁéﬁ;% :
{open 7 days a week], visit us online at chase.com, or
§‘§:€5§§ by your local Chase branch,

CHAS

:

T o et e S e A T T T B S

Sub]ect to cfed2 1 and property approval. Program terms and conditions are sublect to change at any time without notice. Net all products are avatlable n all states or for all
"loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply. Property insurance is required; collateral in Special flood hazards areas requires fload insurance,

' The Bast Rate Line of Cradit features varlable rates which, 2s of 9/7/07, range from 7.74% to 10.05% APR for line ameunts of $50,000 up to $149,999 and from 7.24% to .~

9,54% APR for line amounts of $7150,000 to $500,000. Stated rate ranges require an 80% or less combined-loan-to-value (CLTV) ratio and apply to lines secured by CT, IL,.
Mi or N) reat property. Please cali about rates on lines below $50,000 and above $500,000, for lines with a CLTV above 80%, and for fines secured by real pfoperty located
outside of CT, IL, Ml or N). 100% will be added to rate for rental properties, Offer cannot be used to refinance Chase home foan debt. Lifetime APR will not exoeed 21%.
The product requires an Origination Fee of $399, which may be financed. If you close your ine of credit within 36 months of the date upon which it is opened, you wili be
uired to-pay an early account closure fee, equal to the lesser of 1% of the line amount, or $400. Purchase money fines are excluded from this offer. Advextls :
valld aply fer neiw Chase homa aquity customers who open a new, or have an existing, Chase checking account.
2o Annual Fee offer requires a new or existing Chase checking account, and is goed only an new horne equity lines applied for between 9/17/07 and 11.’21'[)
who does not qualify for this offer Is responsible for 2 $50 annual fee after the first year. ¥

Deposit products provided by JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.
© 2007 JPMorgan Chase & Co,
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