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Falling AYP scores
still nail targets

BYTONYBRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

Four of 15 elementary schools in the Plymouth-Canton school
district saw annual adequate yearly progress grades fall from an
A to a B, according to the latest figures released by the Michigan
Department of Education.

The AYP reports are part of the federal No Child Left Behind
Act, which is designed to ensure that by the 5013 -14 school year
all public school students will be proficient in assessment tests
such as the Michigan Education Assessment Program. Other fac-
tors in meeting AYP include school improvement plans, profes-
sional development for teachers and parental involvement in the
schools.

The four schools which saw their grades drop were Allen,
Farrand, Field and Fiegel elementaries. However, despite the
change, the schools passed federal student achievement targets.

The remaining 11 elementary schools that were graded, as
well as the five middle schools in the Plymouth-Canton district,
received a composite grade of A.

Workman Elementary didn't receive an AYP rating because
the school had been open only a year. Mike Bender, Plymouth-
Canton Schools director of secondary education, said this will be
Workman's "baseline year."

As for the drop in AYP at the four elementary schools, Bender
said administrators are still analyzing the data.

"All four of the schools were on the edge, two points,away from
earning an A," Bender said. "The kids performed very, very well.

M. large part of the rating is the MEAP results, and we'lllook
at the areas where we do well and look to strengthen the areas
where we are falling short," he added. "It takes a tremendous'
effort from students, staff and parental support to perform at
this high level."

The data didn't include results from high schools because the
state's new Michigan Merit Exam, which was given in the spring,
delayed the calculations.

tbruscato@hometowniife.com

(734) 459-2700
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Friends owners Hussein Rachid (left) and Wissam Natili pull a tray of meat pies and spinach pies from the oven.

Trust friendship are key
ingredients in new bakery

BY TIFFANY L PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Two Dearborn Heights men
have taken their kinship to a
new level by opening a restau-
rant on Ford Road.

The eatery, Friends Bakery
& Subs, is a partnership
between Wissam Nahli, 35,
and Hussein Rachidi, 38. The
building, which used to house
a laser tag shop, is decorated
in neutral tones and has
glossed tables and chairs,
marbled counters and various
pieces of pottery.

Nahli and Rachidi, who
have known each other for
three years, met through their

wives and have an easy rap-
port with each other. After
Nahli jokes that Rachidi is 26
years old, they break out into
laughter and tease each other.

After their comedic
exchange, Nahli said coming
up with a name for their busi-
ness was easy.

"We know each other and
we trust each other," he said.
"We're friends."

Rachidi agreed.
"When you work with your

friend, it's both work and
fun," he said. "It's someone
that knows you."

Please see BAKERY, A4
Tabouleh salad is one of the
specialties at Friends.

O&E seeks 'SuperMoms' for new Web site
Are you faster than a

sprinting 2-year-old? More
powerful than a schoolyard
bully? Able to leap in reac-
tion to a single 'ow'? Look,
there in the minivan. How
does she stay sane?... It's
SuperMom!

The Observer & Eccentric is
joining www.MichiganMoms.
com, and we're looking for
SuperMoms to join our online
community.

MichiganMoms.com is
a brand new Web site that
allows parents to connect
in cyberspace over issues
that hit close to home. It fol-
lows the lead of other social
networking sites such as
MySpace or Facebook that
connect people with similar
interests.

The site includes articles
relevant to local families,
a calendar of events full of
family-friendly activities and
photo galleries posted by
proud parents themselves.

Above all, it features Mom-

to-Mom message boards
that touch on topics relevant
to parents from all walks of
life, with children of all ages.
Whether you're looking for a
great pediatrician, or seek-
ing advice on anything from
potty training to body pierc-
ings, you can jump into a
discussion or start one of your
own.

MichiganMoms.com is
based on successful "mom"
sites launched by Gannett
newspapers across the
country, and is already well-
established in Grand Rapids,
Battle Creek, Livingston
County, Lansing and Port
Huron.

The Observer & Eccentric
is bringing MichiganMoms to
metro Detroit. We are seek-

ing a few everyday heroes
to step up as SuperMoms,
offering their expertise to
MichiganMoms with regular
postings. If you are interested
in applying, contact Wensdy
Von Buskirk at (734) 953-
2019 or wvonb@hometown-
life.com.

Those who apply as
SuperMoms must agree to
post at least four new topics
and respond to at least five
current topics each week.
Posts should be spread out
over the week, not put up
all in one day. SuperMoms
selected will be paid a month-
ly stipend.

If you would simply like to
dabble in the discussions, log
on and register now at www.
michiganmoms.com.

Restaurant
owners
ready to
give way to
Best Buy

BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

After more than 30 years
of pizza and pasta, the
Roman Forum restaurant
could be nearing the end of
its run in Canton.

The township board
will consider a site plan
Tuesday that would put a
Best Buy retail center in the
place of the Italian eatery
on Ford Road. The plans
have already been given the
thumbs up by the Canton
Planning Commission.
. "It's bittersweet," said
Anthony Gatto, the son
of the restaurant's owner,
Gregory Gatto. "I grew up
here and I intended to retire
here, but the-restaurant ,
business is competitive and
they've offered us enough ,
money to make it worth pur
while."

The restaurant sits across
from IKEA.

Anthony Gatto, the gen-
eral manager of Roman
Forum, said his family
has talked about opening
another location in addition
to venturing out into other
interests.

"Maybe it's time to do
other things," he said, add-
ing that loyal customers
have had mixed reactions to
the tentative deal. "They're
both sad and happy."

If approved, the new proj-
ect would sit on 7-2 acres
and would include a 45,000-
square-foot Best Buy and a
standalone coffee shop.

Over the years, Roman
Forum has been the meet-
ing place of the Canton -
Chamber of Commerce
and the Canton Rotary
Club.

Gregory Gatto bought the
prime piece of land in 1972
with his brother and built
the restaurant in 1975.

With a slight chuckle,
Gatto said his father isn't
totally ready to tuck away
his marinara recipes.

"He's from the old coun-
try," he said. "He would
rather stay here and work
than retire."

A Best Buy spokesman
could not be reached for
comment. Touted, as North
America's No. 1 specialty
retailer of consumer elec-
tronics, personal computers,
entertainment software and
appliances, Best Buy has
locations in Westland, Novi
and Ann Arbor.

tlparks@hometownlife.com

(734)459-2700
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Mom to mom sale
Sunflower Village Homes

Subdivision in Canton is hav-
ing its first Mom to Mom Sale
on Saturday, Sept.15 from •
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The sale
will be held at the Hanford
Clubhouse, 45800 Hanford
Road in Canton (located half-
way between Beck Road and
Canton Center Road). Moms
will be selling baby and kid's
clothes, toys, baby equipment,
etc. There is no admission fee.

Parenting seminar
The Canton Police

Department and Canton
Leisure Services are partnering
together to present their third
Positive Parenting seminar on
Monday, Sept. 17, from 6-7:30
p.m., at Canton's Summit on
the Park.

This is the third in a series
of informative parenting
seminars and will focus on
bullying and cyberbullying.
Guest speaker Robert Hayes,
director of Student Services for
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools, will provide infor-
mation to help parents of
children and teens deal with
this negative behavior. The
criminal elements of bullying
and cyberbullying will also be
discussed by Canton Police
Department's Community
Relations Coordinator Sgt. Deb
Newsome.

"We've had an outstanding
turnout for the first two semi-

nars and hope to continue,"
says Newsome. "The parents
have been very interested in the
topics, and had a lot of ques-
tions."

Parents attending the pre-
sentation are also invited to
bring their children to enjoy
activities and Summit facili-
ties free of charge. Child care
will be provided in the follow-
ing manner: Ages 3 and under
will be supervised, iij th.e Kids
Corner; ages. 4-6 niay swim.as
long as an older sibling is pres-
ent (otherwise, an alternative
activity will be provided) and
ages 7 and up are welcome to
swim. Ages and activity inten-
tions will be asked upon regis-
tration. Parents are invited to
join their kids afterward.

The seminar is free of charge,
but seating is limited. Canton
residents interested in attend-
ing should stop by or call the
Summit front desk at (734)
394-5460, by Sept. 13, for res-
ervations.

Coffee meetings
The Canton Chamber

of Commerce, Downtown
Development Authority and
Leisure Services will host two
upcoming Coffee Meetings
to provide information about
marketing opportunities in
Canton's downtown district.

The meetings will take place
from 8-9:30 a.m., Sept. 11 at
Buffalo Wild Wings, 41980
Ford Road, and 8-9:30 a.m.,

A Little Taste of Authentic
Middle Eastern Food Mouu in Canton!

Healthy • Fast • Fresh
Come experience fresh-baked breads and stuffed pies,

tasty sandwiches,-hearty subs, and a cold deli filled with
dips, salads and vegetable items. Fresh

juice, smoothies and homemade ice
cream are prepared with only the finest
ingredients. And don't forget to taste our

friendly fries! Friends Bakery & Subs is
ready to serve Canton with a
smile, a warm atmosphere and

a clean environment.

• Only Halal Meats Served!

42126 Ford Road • Canton
Between Haggerty & Lilley

734-844-0880
Open: Sun.-Thurs. 8 am-ll pm

iTi.-Sat. 8 am-12 am

Sept. 14 at T.G.I. Fridays
Restaurant, 44250 Ford Road.

Topics will include
ShopCanton for the Holidays,
the 2nd Annual Holiday Fest
on Ford Road, holiday window
murals, 2008 Women's Bowling
Championship, updates on
Ford Road construction project
and more. Reservations are
required. Call the Chamber
office at (734) 453-4040.
Reservation deadline is Friday,
Sept. 7-

Barn bash canceled
The inaugural Boyer Barn

Bash that had been scheduled
for Sept. 15 at the Cady-Boyer
Barn, in Cherry Hill "Village has
been canceled.

Historical hike/farmers
market

The Canton Historical
Society will offer a narrated
historical hike through Cherry
Hill Village from noon-3 p.m.,
Sept. 16. The hike will start
at the historic Bartlett-Travis
House. Walking tours will leave
every half hour from 12-3 p.m.,
weather permitting. A Farmers
Market will be held on the
grounds of the Bartlett-Travis
House from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., so .
people will be able to shop for
the fall produce before or after
the historical walk. Please wear
suitable walking shoes.

Special Olympics walkers
needed

The Special Olympics needs
Canton area residents to walk
in the Miles for Medals event
at 2 p.m., Sept. 30 at Heritage .
Park in Canton. There will
be food and beverages on site
andTprize opportunities for
participants. All proceeds
will support the life-changing
programs of Special Olympics
Michigan.

This cross-generational
community awareness walk
will include area residents,
who raise funds for SOMI by
collecting donations for their
participation. Proceeds from
the walk go to support the
year-round sports training
and competition for the more
than 5,000 SOMI athletes with
intellectual disabilities who

live in the southeast region of
Miehigan.

People may participate by
walking as an individual or on
a team made up of people from
their place of employment,
senior center, religious organi-
zation, neighborhood, family or
friends.

The 2007 Miles for Medals
walk at Heritage Park is one of
20 Miles for Medals events in
Michigan slated for September
and October. SOMI is accept-
ing registrants for all Miles
for Med$s Walks through the
day of the event. Individuals
or teams that are interested in
walking pan register at www.
somi.6rg or by calling (800)
664-6404.

Good Morning Canton
The Canton Chamber of

Commerce, in partnership
with township, will host Good
Morning Canton, on Thursday,
Sept. 20, at 7:30 a.m. at the
Summit on the Park; 46000
Summit Parkway. The cost for
breakfast is $10 and includes a
full buffet breakfast, beverages
and guest speaker presentation.
This breakfast is open to, the
public.

Good Morning Canton
breakfast will feature guest
speaker Tom Yack, supervi-
sor of Canton Township. Topic
of discussion will be "Canton
Happenings."

"The Good Morning Canton
breakfast provides an impor-
tant opportunity to keep
Canton business owners and
Canton residents informed
about what is going on in their
community," said Dianne
Cojei, president of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce.

Good Morning Canton
breakfast is being sponsored
byAlphagraphics and National
City Bank. To make your res-
ervation, contact the Canton
Chamber of Commerce at (734)
453-4040. Deadline for reser-
vations is Friday, Sept. 14.

Community health fair
Oakwood Annapolis

Hospital (OAH) along with
BAPS charities and medical
services, will hold a community
health fair from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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,°/o i >w easy it is to build your savings

ii munity Financial's new insured

Flex Certificate. We've set the rate, now you

- ' i t •rm! It's that simple. *•

the term; from 90 days to 5 years

insured to $350,000

* - jrofessional service at an office near you

COMMUNITY

Call or stop by a Community Financial office today!

(734)453-1200 (877) 937-2328 toll free www.cfcu.org

PLYMOUTH
500 S. Harvey

CANTON NORTHVILLE
6355 N. Canton Center • 47463 Michigan Ave. 400 E. Main

Novi
43350 Arena Dr.

*The 5.30% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) requires an active checking account and is available on deposits of $ 1,000 or more with new money not currently on deposit at
Community Financial. Select from any "traditional" term certificate from 90 days to 5 years. Rates effective 7/03/07. Rates cannot be combined with any other bonus rate offer
and are subject to change without notice. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal, fees, if any, may reduce earnings.

NCUA Your savings federally insured to at least $ 100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government ESI Your savings also privately insured up to
an additional 3250,000 by Excess Share Insurance Corporation (ESI). ESI is a subsidiary of American Share insurance. t & Equal Housing Lender. ©2007 Community Financial

Heavenly selections
Canton's Curtis Mathison will present a concert of organ and piano music
at First United Methodist Church at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 16. Mathison
recently completed 31 years as organist of the church, which is located in
downtown Wayne at 3 Town Square. Since 1999, his concerts have become,
a biennial event. The organ selections will include music by Bach, Franck,
Widor and others. Piano pieces will include spirituals and hymns, as well
as Debussy's 'The Sunken Cathedral," Chopin's'Ballade in A-Flat' and
Mendelssohn's 'Serious Variations.' Mathison, who holds a doctorate in music
education, has given concerts in five states and has more than 30 students
in Wayne, Oakland and Washtenaw counties. The concert will have a freewill
offering, and will be followed by light refreshments.

on Saturday, Sept. 15 at the
BAPS Swaminarayan Temple,
located at 3175 Canton Center
Road. A variety of specialists
will be available to discuss
various health related topics
and community members will
have to opportunity to receive
free health screenings as well,
including: blood pressure,
blood screenings to test for a
variety of illnesses, bone den-
sity, and hearing tests

For more information on this
event, please call (734) 397-
2233.

Charity bowling event
A charity bowling event

that will benefit the Susan
G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation will take place at
9 p.m., Sept. 15 at Super Bowl
lanes, 45100 Ford Road.

Cost for the event is $20 per
person, which includes two
games of bowling, shoes, pizza
and pop. Please RSVP by Sept.

6, by calling Kristine at (734)
578-7758 or Jason at (734) 578-
5404 in order to reserve your
spot. In addition to bowling,
there will be a silent auction
and 50/50 raffle.

'Carousel' production
Spotlight Players is present-

ing "Carousel" Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 14,15,21,22,
28,29 at 8 p.m., and Sunday,
Sept. 23,30 at 2 p.m. at The
Village Theater, 50400 Cherry
Hill Road. Tickets are $15-$18.
For more information, call
(734) 394-5460.

The theater group is also
holding auditions for "Brighton
Beach Memoirs" on Monday,
Sept. 17 and Tuesday, Sept. 18
at The Village Theater (Use
stage door at rear). Registration
is at 6:30 p.m. Bring a non-
returnable photo and resume.
Specifics at: www.spotlight-
players.net or call (734) 480- '
4945. :

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY

MICHAEL R. COHEN, P.O.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Specializing in Diseases
oft(ieSkin,Hair&Naih

Invites you to visit and receive
the care you deserve.

• Skin Cancer • Eczema
• Moles • Warts
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss
• Acne . BotOX • Much More

Accepting New Patients • All Ages
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2 Evening appts. available

lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Novi, Mckkan 48377

greatlakesderm@yahoo.com.
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Russian pastor, sister find Canton 'friendly, open'
BY JULIE BROWN

'•• > STAFF WRITER

When Oleg Batanogov and
his sister, Irina Batanogova,
arrived Labor Day from
their church in Divnogorsk,
in central Siberia, they got
a warm welcome at Geneva
Presbyterian Church.

"Very quiet, very nice,"
said Batanogova, 48, who's
the church secretary in
Divnogorsk, working with her
pastor brother at the Russian
congregation. The brother and
sister are spend-
ing three weeks at
Geneva in Canton,
staying with pas-
tor the Rev. Bryan
Smith and his fam-
ily.

"Very friendly,
very open," she said
of those she's met.
"I could describe
better in Russian."
They've been keep-
ing busy.

"Today, they're
taking a Rouge fac-
tory tour," Smith
said Thursday,
"I have not had a
chance to show
them Meijer yet, or
the library." IKEA's
also on their agen-
da.

The brother and
sister traveled from
their Forgiveness
Church, which
was helped with
founding in 1996
by their father and
Oleg, 45. "I lead
Bible study for
elderly ladies," said
Batanogova, who helps her
brother with translation. (In
Russian, women's last names
have an "a" added.)

The ministry in Divnogorsk
focuses on alcoholism and get-
ting people off drugs. "We have
rehabilitation ministry for
drug addicts and alcoholics,"
she said. What they call the
Center of Social Help address-
es many needs, including help-

&-^rf* . » - *• - f / - ^ ™ Pr«b
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Oleg Batanogov, Irina Batanogova and the Rev. Bryan
Smith, the Geneva Presbyterian pastor who is hosting the
Russian visitors.

ing homeless people and single
mothers.

One woman had been
abused by her husband; she
traveled from another region
and got help at Forgiveness
Church. Also, their ministry
reaches out to those with HIV,
including such preventative
measures as lectures against
AIDS "to change their attitude
on people with HIV," she said.

special education to be
a pastor, special col-
leges," she said in excel-
lent English. Pastors
are often appointed
and attend college later.
Batanogov was ordained
in 1998 as assistant pas-
tor.

"Oleg did pastoral
work before appoint-
ment," she said. Bible
colleges are starting now,
with the nearest one
about a 40-minute drive
away.

Oleg's married to
Marina with four daugh-
ters, Dascha, 18, Aleena,
16, Zoya, 14, and Sasha,
8. Irina's single, but has
lots of family.

"She helps me," her
brother said in English.

The church partner-
ship came about almost
10 years ago when
Geneva pledged 10 per-
cent of church fund-rais-
ing efforts from a cam-

paign, giving about $50,000
for the church in Divnogorsk.
In 2000, seven Genevans trav-
eled to Russia to build the
church; Smith and his fam-
ily went over in 2004 for the
church dedication and stayed
with the Batanogov family.

"Wonderful hospitality," said
Smith, who's glad to have a
visiting pastor and his sibling
here. "Their mom was always

* « .

cooking."
Oleg Batanogov will give the

sermon Sept. 16 at the Canton
church, and speak and share
slides at other times, "He really
wants to see how we do minis-
try," Smith said.

They'll likely take in a
Detroit Tigers game, perhaps
offering prayers for divine
intervention. The brother
and sister toured downtown
Detroit, including Cobo Center
and Joe Louis Arena.

They'll visit church members
as well. This is his seventh

time in the U.S. (much of it
mission work), her first.

"My impression that people ,
are very friendly," she said,
"even at the airport." They
didn't want to get into inter-
national politics at length, but
agreed the younger George
Bush is "strict" or hardline.

"It's good when we can gain
somebody's experience," she
said of the ministry sharing,
which included a visit to the
SEND International mission
office in Farmington Hills. "It
helps to look at our ministry

from the different perspec-
tives. We have some things
that are common. He (Smith)
understands very well my
problems," she added for her
brother.

"I like Bryan's family very
much," she said. "They are
really committed Christians."
Batanogova also loves her
friends and home and will be
glad to return in a few weeks.

"I like here, but I'm glad to
get home." Her brother added
he likes American "coffee and
doughnut* amazing."

We're there!

Atrial Fibrillation AtoZ:
Options jor Care
Saturday, September 29,2007
7:30 a.m.- 12:45 p.m.
Hcllen'c Cultural Center
36375 Joy Road, Wesdind Ml 48185

SAINT
JOSEPH
MERCY

, HEALTH SYSTEM
A MEMBER OF TRINITY HEALTH

This is a FREE seminar for anyone interested
in learning more about atrial fibrillation,

the latest management and treatment options.

COME LEARN ABOUT
The Heart's Electrical System:

When it's Normal and When it's Fibrillating

Who Gets Atrial Fibrillation?

Treatment of Atrial Fibrillation:
Options, Goals and Decisbn-Making

Stroke Prevention:
Who Needs Coumadin? What Are the Guidelines?

Catheter and Surgical Ablation of Atrial Fibrillation

Question and Answer Session

\
\

SPEAKERS
) I DoPestel, APRN, BC, Tauqir Goraya, MD, PhD,

Radmira Greenstein, MD, Jihn Han, MD,
I s Kappler, MD, Michelle Loomis, APRN, BC,

Timothy Shinn, MD and Stuart Winston, DO

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Register online at www.mhvi.org

orcail 800-231-2211

Continental breakfast provided

REMARKABLE MEDICINE.
REMARKABLE CARE.

1* I

0 Strength: The vast resources of JPMorgan Chase.

C3 Value: Great rates on savings and lending products.

Q- Commitment: Able and willing to lend money today and in the future.
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The road crunch
Township officials searching for
creative ways to fix aging roads

8Y TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

If you, asked a dozen Canton
residents to pass along their
No. 1 gripe about living in the
township, officials believe the
majority will have the same
answer: Aging, deteriorating
roads.

Because it is the top com-
plaint leveled at township
offices, Canton officials met
in a study session Wednesday
night to discuss funding future
roadwork.

During the meeting, phrases'
such as regional transportation
plan and surface transporta-
tion plan were tossed out, but
Township Trustees Melissa
McLaughlin and Elaine J.
Kirchgatter agreed the bottom
line is making sure that Canton
ages gracefully.

"In the same vein that curb
appeal is so important when
looking for a home, it's likewise
with the roads. If you have a
.bad experience getting to a
house, you probably won't want
to live there," Kirchgatter said,
adding that poorly-maintained
roads can give the appearance
of a poorly-maintained com-
munity.

Since Canton is a township
and not a city, it,isn't respon-
sible for any of its 375 miles of
roadways. Sixty-eight percent
are owned by Wayne County,
23 percent are owned by pri-
vate homeowner associations
and 9 percent are owned by the
state.

Still, the township has taken
the initiative and kicked in
money for road projects within
its boundaries, including the
ongoing intersection improve-
ment program, which doesn't
have any outside assistance.

"We fund that 100 per-

cent," said Municipal Services'
Director Tim Jfaas. ;M M

The program, Which has paid
for the revamped intersections
at Cherry Hill and Sheldon,
Geddes and Canton Center and
Saltz and Sheldon, was made
possible after the township
board shifted 0.336 mills from
the department of public safety
into the general fund in 2005.

In an effort to pay for even
more roadwork, one of the
current options on the table
is moving an additional 0.25
mills from public safety into
the general fund. Public Safety
Director John Santomauro has
given his approval of the pos-
sible shift.

If the township moves the
funds, it would generate about
$983,500 in 2008. That money
could pay for one or two road
rehabilitation projects, such
as Lilley Road from Palmer to
Cherry Hill and Sheldon Road
from Cherry Hill to Ford.

"With the intersections we've
completed so far, it feels so,
nice to drive through them,"
McLaughlin said. '1 have no
problem shifting this money
over."

Township Trustee Todd
Caccamo agreed that the shift
could be beneficial, but also
suggested making cuts to other
township departments, includ-
ing Leisure Services.

"I would like to see a net
decrease," he said, but noted
that if public safety has a
surplus the money should be
moved to another area.

In addition to the public
safety shift, other fund-
ing options included having
residents vote on a special
road improvement millage or
continuing the current course,
which means waiting for the
county to dole out money.

Nearly all of the board mem-
bers said waitingfor the county
is unacceptable.

Canton resident John
Anthony is a meniber of the
Intersection Action Committee
and said while he understands
the desire to shift the money
from public safety, he believes,
the matter should be put to a
public vote.

"There's no free lunch and
there's no free road," he said.
"Let's see what the citizens
think. Even in these tough .eco-
nomic times, the (project) may
fly. As a resident, our roads are
a problem."

Township Trustee Todd
La Joy said if everyone agrees
that waiting for the county isn't
viable, he doesn't want to take
a chance on putting the issue
to a vote.

"If we don't want to live
with a "no," that option is not
necessarily a good option," he
said.

Several stretches of road
have been listed as in need
'of rehabilitation including
Sheldon from Palmer to Cherry
Hill at an estimated $1.1 mil-
lion, Warren from Beck to
Canton Center for an estimated
$400,000 and Lilley from
Michigan to Palmer for an esti-
mated $500,000.

County-based projects that
are already on deck for 2008
include Sheldon Center from
Canton Center to Joy for $2.2
million and Warren from
Morton Taylor to Lilley for
$340,000.

A public hearing on the
township's millage rates for
2008, will take place Tuesday
during the board's 7 p-i»- meet-
ing.

tlparksH)hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Senior Summit
State Rep. Phi! UJoy, R-Canton, will once again be sponsoring the annual Senior Summit, which takes place 9
a.m.-2 p.m., Sept. 10 at Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway, in Canton. The event, which is in its 5th
year and is open to Western Wayne County senior citizens, will feature numerous health care professionals
and vendors, who will be on hand offering advice and products related to seniors. In addition, the Summit will
feature free health and hearing screenings as well as workshops and assistance programs. The event includes
bingo, food, door prizes and informal discussion on senior issues. The first 400 attendees will receive a box
lunch and a free goodie bag.

BAKERY
FROM PAGE A1

Rachidi, who used to own
a bakery in Lebanon, said the
two felt that Canton was the
right place to open a Middle
Eastern bakery.

"We are bringing something
new (to the community)," he
said. "Everyone seems to appre-

ciate it so far."
Open for breakfast, lunch

and dinner, the 1,500-square-
foot shop has already brought
in a stream of loyal customers
and several items on the menu
have become standouts, includ-
ing the chicken shawarma
sub, steak and cheese sub and
chicken fajita sub.

Nahli said his personal
favorite is the Friendly Burger,

a sausage patty covered in
scrambled eggs and cheese.

"We're both busy, but so far
everything has been good," he
said. "We are enjoying this."

Other dishes on the menu
include yogurt sandwiches,
fried cauliflower and eggplant,
hummus and rice almond
salad.

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734)459-2700

Canton Obstetrics & Gynecology
Welcomes
Dr. Pamela Davies

MICHIGAN
XTTtEME

Beginnlng & Advanced:
Cheerteadlng Classes, Itambllng.
Hip Hop, Cheer & Dance Teams

New for Fall!
Tae Kwon Do

Classes for All Ages!

Call or visit now
734.737.0560

* " www.mlxcheer.com
• Competitive Cheer & Dance Teams Preschool-Adult

• Tumbling. Stunt. Dance Ciasses-Now
SchooLRec League Ciasses-Now • Camps
7857 Ronda Drive * Canton, Ml 48187

NEXT 100 CALLERS

Canton Obstetrics ana Gynecology is pleased to announce
the newest addition to their physician team, Dr. Pamela
Davies. Dr. Davies joins Canton Obstetrics and Gynecology
from IHA's Menon, Miller & Davies She is a board certified
obstetrician/gynecologist with a special interest in benign
breast disease and geriatric gynecology. She completed her
medical education through the University of Michigan and
has spent time living and working in Ethiopia, England and

France. Canton Obstetrics and Gynecology has been in practice since 1989
and offers patients comprehensive obstetric and gynecologic care. To
schedule an appointment with Dr. Davies or to learn more about our practice
contact us at:

Canton Obstetrics & Gynecology
49650 Cherry Hill Road
Suite 220
Canton, Michigan 48187
734.398.7888

IHA
ihacares.com

"ft J% V %

30-Day
Membership

No addit onal comm'tment required!

LADIES

i fir ies Workout Express
C A N T O N

6541 Canton Center Road
at Hanford Road

734-254-0030
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Public hearings to help decide
fate of controversial mine

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

For many people living
in southeast Michigan, the
wilderness near the Upper
Peninsula town of Big Bay
probably seems a million miles
away. Yet, to others like Bill
Serchak, an engineer with
Canton Township, it is a home
away from home - a wilder-
ness paradise where his family
has vacationed, fished and
hunted for years.

Serchak is just one of many
people opposing the proposed
Eagle Mine, which would be
the first sulfide mine in the
state's history. Kennecott
Minerals Corp. wants to mine
nickel, copper and other min-
erals from an area called the
Yellow Dog Plains, not far
from Big Bay, which is north-
west of Marquette. Despite
the opposition, the Michigan
Department of Environmental
Quality has given preliminary
approval to Kennecott's permit
application to build the mine.

Critics of the project, like
Serchak, are concerned because
sulfide mines elsewhere have
a history of polluting the areas
where they have been built.
The main problem with these
sulfide mines, they contend, is
a by-product called acid mine
drainage, which occurs when a
company drills into sulfide rock
that is below the ground. When
this sulfide rock is brought to
the surface, it leaches sulfuric
acid and toxic heavy metals,
which can cause major damage
to local waterways.

The Yellow Dog Plains,
where the mine is being pro-
posed, is home to the head-
waters of the Yellow Dog and
Salmon-Trout rivers.

Serchak, whose father-in-law
owns a hunting cabin near the
Yellow Dog River about two
miles from the proposed mine
site, questions why the MDEQ
has approved the permit.

fl've, reviewed the permit appli-
cation," said Serchak, who lives in
Mflford. "My concerns are related
to whether the DEQis doing a
good enough job evaluating the
application. I don't think the
DEQ.is being objective.5'

Serchak, who is a civil engi-
neer, said he understands the
MDEQ's permitting process.
He is also quite familiar with
the particulars of the Eagle
Mine. He says the mine will

Gene Champagne, who grew up in Livonia and now lives in the U.P. town of Big Bay, stands in front of his barn, which
pretty much says what he feels about a proposed sulfide mine near town.

SCHEDULE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
• Sept. 10,1-4:30 p.m. and 6-
9:30 p.m. at Northern Michigan
University's Great Lakes Room in
the University Center, Marquette.
• Sept. 11 and 12,1-4:30 p.m. and
6-9:30 p.m. at the West Branch ,
Community Center, 253-299 .
Avenue A, Fprsyth Township
(located on the old U, Sawyer Air
Force Base, just behind the MDEQ
U.P. District office).
• Sept. 13,1-4:30 p.m. at the West
Branch Community Center, 253- .
299 Avenue A,
Forsyth Township (same as above).
• Sept. 19, H:30p.m. and 6-9:30.
p.m. at the Lansing Center,.Rooms
203 and 204,333 E. Michigan
Avenue in Lansing.

The MDEQ will also accept written
comments through Oct. 17. You can
send them either through the mall
to DEQ/DNR Kennecott Comments,

• Office of Geologicai Survey- P.O. Box
30256, Lansing, Ml 48909-77$6,,or
via e-mail to DEQ-Kennecott-com-
ments@michigan.gov.

only be open for 8-10 years,
and he doesn't believe that is
worth the risk.

"There is just too much to
lose for the short term gain this
mine will provide," he said.

That is a sentiment shared

by many residents of the Big
Bay area, including Gene
Champagne, who grew up in
Iivoniabut has lived in Big Bay
for more than 30 years. He is con-
cerned that if the area's pristine
natural resources are spoiled, it
will lead to a crash in the tourism
that helps sustain the area,

"The remoteness of this
area is the reason people from
Chicago and Detroit come up ,
here. It sustains our economy
year after year after year,"
said Champagne, who is the
spokesman for a group called
Concerned Citizens of Big Bay.
"I'm afraid this will put people
out of business if our tourism
dries up. This is not just an
environmental issue - it's eco-
nomic, it's also social."

For many people living in the
rugged Upper Peninsula, where
mining has a long history and
is ingrained in the social fabric,
the dangers of a sulfide mine
are just too great to risk the
magnificent natural resources
that are also a big part of life
north of the Mackinac Bridge.

Mary Takala, who grew up
in Redford Township, now lives
in the Keweenaw Peninsula,
which is located west of the
proposed mine. She said most
people she knows are very
opposed to the project.

'Tastes, Sights & Sounds of Tuscany
Wine and cheese reception • Door prizes

Italian music, art and history

Appearances by:
Perry J. Martini, author

Monte Nagier, photographer

Deborah Kawsky, art historian

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 6-9 p.m.
$24 per person

Madonna University Center
14221 Levan Rd. • Livonia, Ml 48154

Make your reservations, 734-432-5804

UNIVERSITY

\ *

- - ne
m Whatever your vision, please contact us today for a free
0.2103

"I'm against anything that
is going to wreck the natural
environment up here. It is what
we are known for," said Takala,
who is a 1970 graduate of
Thurston High School. "This is
God's country."

Beginning Monday, the
MDEQ, will hold a number of
public hearings on Kennecott's
mine proposal. Only one of the
hearings, Sept. 19 in Lansing,
is in the Lower Peninsula. The
department is also accepting
written comments about the
mine proposal until Oct. 17-

Champagne, who is disap-
pointed with the lack of help
from elected officials, hopes
the state is flooded with public
opposition.

"This is one of the few wild
places left in Michigan," he
said. "We're selling our grand-
children's future $br pennies on
the dollar." ;

Holly Wytka accepts the keys to a new Pontiac G-6 from Uncle Ed's Oil
Shoppe president, Dennis Coqgins (right) and Quentin Kleber (left),
Uncle Ed's district manager.

Uncle Ed's celebrates 25 years
giving back to kids, customers

Uncle Ed's, the larg-
est independently owned
fast oil change com-
pany in Michigan, will
celebrate 25 years of
business as a sponsor
for the Make-A-Wish
Foundation's radiothon
on Thursday, Sept. 13, at
Gordon Chevrolet, 31850
Ford Road, Garden City.

Listeners can tune into
100.3 WNIC from 6 a.m.
to 7 p-m. on Sept. 13 for
the 4th annual "Making
Wishes Come True."

Make-a-Wish and
radiothon sponsors
hope to make at least
five children with life-
threatening medical
conditions experience a
"special wish experience"
through the generosity
of donors.

Last year's radio-
thon raised more than
$30,000 for metro
Detroit children.

Dennis Coggins, presi-
dent of Uncle Ed's, says
"thank you" gifts to loyal
customers also is part of
the milestone celebra-
tion.

Each month this year,

Uncle Ed's customers
at all 29 Michigan loca^
tions have chances to
win $25 gift certificates
and free oil changes.

Last month, Holly
Wytka received a free
25-month lease on a new
Pontiac G-6. Wytka was
the winner of a state-
wide drawing for the car.

"Our customers have
been responsible for our
growth and success, and
we want to show them
our gratitude," said
Coggins.

"We believe the best
customer is a knowl-
edgeable customer," said
Coggins. "And we look
forward to 25 more years
of living up to our prom-
ise —'We Don't Just Do It
Fast, We Do It Right!'".

Uncle Ed's wjiich
began in 1982 in Battle
Creek, has 29 locations
in Michigan includ-
ing Livonia, Troy,
Farmington Hills (two
locations), Bloomfield
Township, More than
eight million vehicles
have b̂ een serviced at
Uncle Ed's. £

. , , « .

Chase 7-Month CD or Premier Platinum Savings.
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CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS

New RE/MAX partner

Bartley Patterson was
recently announced as a new
partner in ownership of RE/
MAX Classic's Canton location.
The announcement was made

at the second
quarterly com-
pany meeting
held in June.

"It is with
great pleasure
and antici-
pation that
I announce
Bart's shared
ownership in
our RE/MAX

Classic Canton office," said
Carlina Boji, broker owner, RE/
MAX Classic. "Bart has been

Patterson

very involved in the success of
the company and we are excited
about his ownership position."

Patterson has been a Realtor
for 11 years and started with
RE/MAX Classic specializing
as a buyer's agent. He is cur-
rently the vice president and
general manager of RE/MAX
Classic and will continue in
that capacity. Patterson has
also served his community
in many areas as chairman
of the board for the Canton
Chamber of Commerce, chair
of the Technology Committee
and is a member of the
Marketing Partnership with
Canton Township, the Canton
Chamber of Commerce and
the Downtown Development
Authority.

'Work isn't done yet' for new director

Cheer for the
hometeam,

read today's

SPIIHTS
section

Tap • laa « Russian-Method Baftel witii Conditioning * Pomle • Hip-Hop • Acting • Vocal & Musical Theatre

Northvllle's Premier School of Dance

• Celebrating 26 Years Serving Northville and Surrounding Communities
• Resilient floors...we care about protecting our students
• Viewing windows...observe classes in sessionl • Friendly, helpful staff
• Passionate, nurturing teachers who LOVE their work • No teen-aged teachersl
• Dance Masters "Certified by Test to Teach!"
• Lower tuition but LONGER classes!
• Cap on costume costs
• Your student will sparkle

In our care!

Competition Classes
are Free!

New Off-Campus
Home of Northville

High School's
Performing

Dance Company

Mon.-Thurs. • 4-7 pm
& Sat. 9-11 am

Sept. 9th • 2:30 pm

BY DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER

Agnes Kubrak knew in the
fifth grade that she wanted to
become an educator.

Attending the former St.
Gabriel Catholic School in
Detroit, she was influenced by
her teacher.

"It was the first time I had
a teacher who was not a nun/
she said.

It wasn't that she didn't like
the nuns. "I always loved what
the sisters did."

But her calling was in public
education — so much so that
she eventually turned down a
scholarship to Siena Heights
College to attend Western
Michigan University, where she
received her bachelor of arts
degree in English and history.
She then earned her master's
degree in secondary educa-
tion/reading at Wayne State
University, where years later
she received her education spe-
cialist degree in administrative
supervision.

Four decades into her career,
Kubrak has never regretted her
decisions, and she has never
chosen to retire even though
she could.

"I have a passion for wanting
things to be better for kids and
teachers," she said.

She has brought that pas-
sion to the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools, where
she has started her new job
as senior executive director of
instruction.

"I'm thrilled to be here," she
told the Observer.

Kubrak began her career
as a teacher for Wyandotte

$10.00 OFFI
I
| new students 1 st month's tu ition... or.. .current
I students 1st month's tuition of a new subject tier1

I tried before, p/ft tois coupon only)

42333 Seven Mile Road • Northville
Visit us online at www.piazzadancsG0.com

Tap • Jaz; • Russian-Method Ballet with Coniiitioning • Pninte • Hip-Hop * Acting • Vocal & Musical Theatre

Planning meeting
canceled

The Canton Township
Planning Commission meeting
scheduled for Monday, Sept. 10
has been cancelled.

Township Board to meet
The Canton Township Board

of Trustees will meet at 7
p.m., Sept. 11 at the Canton
Administration Building, 1150
S. Canton Center Road.

You've taken care of her your entire life. It's time for a little help.

Choosing hospice care is not about giving up - it's about giving you and your
loved one a chance to focus on what matters most. Arbor Hospice & Home Care
is committed to helping make the journey less stressful and more comfortable,
allowing patients to live each day to the fullest. Our dedicated, compassionate
team has been providing care for patients and their families for more than
23 years, with everything from expert pain control to grief counseling. So
whether you want in-home hospice care or care in a home-like setting, call us.
Because, every moment counts. If you need answers about navigating the end
of life's journey, please contact us at 1-888-992-CARE (2273).

Arbor Hospice ?g a bommuriity'based nonprofit agency

Ann Arbor • 2366 Oak Valley Drive
Northville • 331 North Center Street

Trenton • 19145 Allen Road
www.arborhospice.org
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Agnes Kubrak talks about her new job as senior executive director of
instruction for the Wayne-Westland Community Schools. ,

Public Schools. She has
worked as an adjunct profes-
sor for Northwood University's
Detroit Outreach program;
as an English language arts
consultant for Wayne County
RESA, a regional agency that
assists 34 school districts; and
most recently as an assistant
superintendent for Hamtramck
Public Schools.

She has accumulated numer-
ous awards. This year, she
became the Michigan Reading
Association's administrator
of the year and earned Wayne
RESA's Leadership Award, to
name just two. She reached
another milestone May 16, her
birthday, when her first grand-
child, Conner, was born. She
just happened to have a picture
of him in her pew office, along
with other treasures.

Wayne-Westland Supt Greg
Baracy said Kubrak brings "a
wealth of knowledge" to her

new job.
"I think this will help us get

to the next level we need to get
to in student achievement," he
said. "She has a unique blend of
characteristics for building col-
laboration, building teamwork
and bringing people on board
for innovative changes. We're
excited about having her on our
team."

Kubrak was born in Detroit,
the youngest of six children
born to James and Hattie
McLenaghan. Her father
worked as a Detroit police offi-
cer; her mother was a home-
maker. Kubrak mostly grew up
in Allen Park, but she attended
kindergarten through 12th
grade at St. Gabriel.

As a teacher, she taught
English and social studies,
mostly at the middle and high
school levels. She often called
her students her little cherubs.

Even though she is an

administrator, she always
keeps student needs in the
forefront. To that end, her
duties will include improving
schools, developing curricu-
lum, helping teachers succeed,
assessing state test scores and
overseeing such programs as
the state's Education YES! and
the federal government's No
Child Left Behind.

Kubrak will bring skills from
the county and state level to
her new job. Moreover, she
has connections all the way to
the office of state Supt. Mike
Flanagan. She worked with
him when he held a similar
position at the county level.

Kubrak seems to have a sim-
ple yet profound understanding
of what it takes to help children
succeed in school.

"You never have any two kids
that are just alike, but it's your
responsibility to reach all of
these kids," she said.

In her spare time, Kubrak
likes to relax by sewing, and
she cherishes time with her
family. Her husband, Al, is
a retired teacher who now
retrains adults at Eastern
Michigan University. Her son
James works in airport home-
land security, while her daugh-
ter-in-law Kelli is a teacher for
Joy Preparatory Academy in
Detroit.

Kubrak is. excited about her
new job of helping to move
Wayne-Westland forward.
Some educators can't wait to
retire; she has shunned it.

Why? It's simple, really.
"I don't think my work is

done yet," Kubrak said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2110

ON THE AGENDA

Agenda items include a site
plan for Best Buy retail center
at site of Roman Forum;
police budget transfer - con-
tribution to post employment
benefits; consider purchase of
radios - police drug forfeitures;
consider purchase of additional
server storage
space for police department;
Fellows Creek Golf Club irri-
gation system; award bid for
Pheasant Run Golf Club pond
bank stabilization project;

authorize budget increase for
part-time wages and overtime
for Village Theater at Cherry
Hill; and a property sale exten-
sion.

Van Buren school board
meeting

The Van Buren Public
Schools Board of Education is
scheduled to meet at 7:30 p.m.,
Sept. 10 at the Belleville High

School Food Service Center,
555 W. Columbia Avenue in
Belleville.

Agenda items include a rec
ommendation for new high;

school principal; Building
and Grounds/Maintenance
Department administration
structure recommendation;
Alternative E d u c £ J i ^
update; and a school opening
update. r* - 9 '

For more information, call
(734)697-9123. a

GREATEST GENERATION

Were you born before 1937?
Then YOU are a part of

THE GREATEST GENERATION!

To show our appreciation we are
giving away $20.00 gas vouchers!

To qualify you must come into
INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE

OF PLYMOUTH between
September 17, 2007 and

September 21, 2007
with photo identification.

Just like the good old days, employees
of INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE will pump

your gas and wash your windshield.
Our way of saying thank you to

THE GREATEST GENERATION!
This offer is limited to the first 200. So hurry and come in soon.

\

14707 Northville Road
Plymouth

Located Just South of 5 Mile Road

V

TDD-TTY 800-649-3777
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Don't let market volatility
allow you to overreact
IVe been reading that the
Federal Reserve will lower
interest rates soon. Should I
change my portfolio?

Investors should not react
to economic reports or to what
the Federal Reserve may do
over the short run. To be suc-
cessful, focus on the long term.

Reacting to every piece of
economic data would be all-
consuming and eventually one
would be paralyzed by analy-
sis. A more prudent approach
is to focus on the long term
and your individual situation.

That being said, if the
Federal Reserve does cut inter-
est rates, a couple of things
may happen. First, bonds
would increase in value. When
interest rates go up, the value
of bonds goes down. The
opposite is also true. If inter-
est rates do go down, bond
investors should be one of the
beneficiaries.

Also, when the Federal
Reserve cuts interest rates,
stocks generally perform bet-
ter. However, this is not always
the case. Once again, markets
are affected by many factors
— including what happens
around the world, not just here
in our country.

In February, when there was
a crisis in the Chinese market,
the U.S. market experienced a
downturn. Even though many
pundits said the downturn in
China would cause a major
crisis, it didn't happen. In fact,

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

since that time
. period, China's
: stock market
has been one
of the best per-
forming in the
world.

I've talked
with many
portfolio
managers. In
managing the
hundreds of

millions and even billions of
dollars, they do not let short-
term economic reports dictate
investment decisions.

Don't let market volatility
cause you to overreact.

I'm single and I have a
significant other. We've been
together over 10 years and
for many reasons we will
not be married. We want to
make sure that if something
happens to the other, the
survivor is taken care of and
remains in control of the
other's affairs. We were told
all we need to do is put each
other's name on our assets
and everything would be OK.
What do you think?

Putting property in joint
names does not resolve your
issue.

Yes, if you own property
with someone as a joint tenant
with full rights of survivor-
ship, upon death that person
automatically becomes the
owner. However, it does not

resolve the issue of control.
Control over someone's

affairs is different while that
person is living vs. dead.

While someone is living, if
they are unable to handle their
affairs, and if there has been
no legal documentation, then a
court will appoint a custodian
over that person's assets.

Typically, the court looks to
family members to serve this
role. In addition, some courts
will appoint third parties to
fulfill thisirole.

The way around this is
to have a Durable Power of
Attorney. It allows you to han-
dle someone's affairs without
court supervision. Particularly,
for non-traditional types of
relationships, a Durable Power
of Attorney is essential in
allowing a significant other to
handle one's affairs.

Another problem non-tradi-
tional relationships run into is
in a medical crisis. The signifi-
cant other has no legal rights,
and that can cause problems.
A Medical Durable Power of
Attorney, along with a HIPAA
Release, allows a significant
other to make medical deci-
sions and speak with the medi-
cal team without problem.

The powers of attorney, both
durable and medical, take care
of the control aspect of non-
traditional relationships. The
issue of passing money upon
death can be accomplished by
a number of different meth-

ods.
First, wherever there is a

beneficiary designation such
as on a life insurance policy
or retirement account, those
assets can pass directly to the
significant other by naming
them as a beneficiary.

In addition, when you have
a brokerage account, you can
also name a beneficiary on
those accounts.

Another alternative is to put
the investments in both names
as joint tenants with rights of
survivorship. This will allow
money to pass to the other
upon death. The downside
of this arrangement is if one
person has legal troubles, or
if the relationship ends, the
money can be at risk. To avoid
this, use a Living Trust and
your assets will go directly to
whomever you choose. The
other alternative is a will nam-
ing the individual as a benefi-
ciary.

To keep the other individual
in control of the estate, he/she
should be named in the will as
the personal representative or
in the Living Trust as the suc-
cessor trustee.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bioomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

Take precautions to prevent fire deaths

Tom Kiurski

Following several particu-
larly deadly months of tire
in this country, I would

like to address the many ways '
that we can reduce.the risks
we face in our homes. Sadly,
most of those tire deaths were

preventable.
This is the

year 2007, and
smoke alarm
technology
has virtually
eliminated the
downside of
these life-sav-
ing devices.
There is simply
no reason why

every home in Livonia should
not have a working smoke
alarm. The fact that there
are still homes without smoke
alarms mystifies, me, espe-
cially when they are so easy '
to obtain and maintain. Stop
by any fire station and we will
come out and install them for
you for free. Having working
smoke alarms in your home
reduces your risk of dying in a
fire by half! You cannot argue
with statistics like that.

The National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) tells us
that 96 percent of all U.S.

it becomes obvious that the
majority of this country's fire
deaths (approximately 3,500
per year) happen is the small
percentage of noiiies that
do not-liavfe working smoke
alarms, ,I>on't fall into that
category.

<J!ar|?pn monoxide alarm
te&hiiqlbgy is fairly recent, but
shpuld be'a pa^t of your home
safety package. Unless your
alarm specifically states that
it is a dual function alarm,
ydui" smoke' alarm and carbon
monoxide alarm ARE NOT
interchangeable. Carbon

monoxide is a byproduct of
unburned natural gas, and can
be detected by alarms in cases
where there is a leak of gas and
not a fire. Carbon monoxide
leaks in the home kills several
hundred citizens in our coun-
try every year.

Test all your alarms once a

month. Usuallythisisdone
by simply pressing and hold-
ing the "test" button until the
alarm sounds. Change the
battery at least once a year,
or sooner if the manufac-
turer recommends it or if your
alarm's batteries get weak
and emit a warning "beeping"

sound. Some alarms have ten
year lithium batteries, and
some are hooked in to your
home's electrical system. Find
out what type you have and
how to test and maintain them
before it is too late.

Tom Kiurski is a Livonia firefighter.
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•Affordable Pricing
$ 0% financing Avaiiable
• Extended Warranties
• Quality Installation

(734)925-1930

OurksrdYear!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 M1DDLEBELT • LIVONIA

The Chase Home Equity Line of Credit.

CHASE
"The Best Rate Line of Credit features variable rates .which, as of 8/17/07 range from 7.24% to 9.50% APR for line amounts of S150,000 to S500,000 from 7.74% to

10.00% APR for line amounts of $50,000 up to $149,999. Stated rate ranges require an 80% or less combined-loan-to-value (CLTV) ratio. Please call about rates
on lines beiow 550,000 and above $500,000, and for lines with a CLTV above 80%. 1.00% will be added to rate for rental properties. Offer cannot be used to
refinance Chase home loan debt. Lifetime APR will not exceed 2 1 % . The product requires an Origination Fee of $399, which may be financed. Borrower is
responsible for a $50 annual fee after the first year. If you dose your line of credit within 36 months of the date upon which it is opened, you will be required to
pay an early account closure fee, equal to the lesser of 1% of the line amount, or $400. Purchase money lines are excluded from this offer. Subject to credit
and property approval Program terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. Not all products are available in ail states or for t ^ ^ l
all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply. Property insurance is required; collateral in special flood hazards areas requires flood insurance.
© 20O7 jPMorgan Chase Bank, N A -

Get on the bafL
Read today's coveraoe!

COMPLETE
8 WEEK COURSE

ONLY

Mike's OPEN
MQN.-SAT.

9-9
SUN.
9-7

38000 Ann Arbor Rd.
Livonia r
(734) 464-0330 j .

Mike's Marketplace
FANTASTIC
SAVINGS!

f\ Sale Starts Monday Sept. 10th - 16th

Grade A Delicious Frozen

TURKEY $ 1 4
RREAST

Fresh Ground Beef

SIRLOIN

Lean Boneless Tender

BUTTERFLY $ 9 8
PORK CHOPS 2
USDA Select Boneless -

NEW YORK S
STRIP STEAKS
6 Steak Value Pack

Fresh Skinless Boneless

CHICKEN $ 9 9
BREAST fi i
Family Pack

I . J

Fresh Ground Beef - •"'

CHUCK
Family Pack

Boneless Lean Tender

DELM0NIC0$O6
PORK ROAST fi

USDA Lean Boneless

SIRLOIN $ 9 9
STEAK

s

9
U

Oven Ready

STUFFED $19
PORK CHOPS l

From The
Fresh Sliced

SARA LEE
LUNCHMEAT

$4 Ib.
OE08SS4833

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com
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Cozy Cafe runs
its course

After three decades, landmark
restaurant closes doors

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Mary Mesko of Canton
Township sat in a wrought iron
chair outside the Cozy Cafe in
downtown Plymouth Thursday
afternoon, trying to come to
terms with the fact she was out
of a job at a j>lace where she
loved to work.

Mesko, as did a few other
employees, just received her
final check from manager
Stacey Murdock, who a week
earlier padlocked the restau-
rant after more than 30 years.

"I'm going to miss it," said
Mesko, who worked as a wait-
ress at the Cozy Cafe the past
16 years, in a barely audible
voice. "The restaurant was
unique and different, a very
friendly place, very nice cus-
tomers.

"You knew who they were,
you knew what they wanted.
Some just came here because
everybody was so nice to them,"
reminisced Mesko. "I'm just s6
sick about it."

Tom arid Joyce Murdock of

Plymouth Township bought the
landmark restaurant about a
year ago. Their daughter and
manager, Stacey Murdock, said
there were a few issues, not the
least of which was the state's
economy, that resulted in clos-
ing the restaurant.

"It was an elderly market that
was coming in here, and they
are either moving away or not
coming anymore," Murdock
said. "Dad had the intention of
putting in a grill and making it
a better restaurant, but there
are a lot of things that need to
be done to this building, which
hasn't been updated since it
opened 30 years ago.

"We might open it as another
restaurant, or maybe a wine
shop," she said. "But, Cozy Cafe
has run its course,"

Would-be customers periodi-
cally walked up to the locked
door, only to find out from
a dishwasher waiting for his
final check the eatery was
closed. Among those were 88-
year-old Mary Slucter and 87-
year-old Bernie Rish, both of
Farmington Hills, who wanted

Canton Public Library
wants to help you find
your dream job

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dried-up plants on outdoor tables are an obvious sign that the Cozy Cafe has
closed.

to celebrate the recent birthday
of their friend, Bunnie Recht,
96, of Novi.

"We loved their salads and
desserts; it's been here a long
time, and we have, too," said
Slucter, who has patronized
the Cozy Cafe the past 15 years.
"I'm sorry to see an old land-
mark go by the wayside."

For many, the old restaurant
- with its linen table cloths and
home-cooked meals - symbol-
ized what the name was all
about. "Cozy Cafe was the per-
fect name for it," added Rish.
"It was kind of cozy."

tbruscato@hometownlife.com

(734)459-2700

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its REGULAR
September meeting Tuesday, September 18, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at
223 S. Main Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170.

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tape of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon seven (7) days notice to the Plymouth District Library.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling
the following: >

Barbara Kraft, Library Secretary
Plymouth District Library

223 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-0750
X217

Publish: September 9,2007

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services'
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road

Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Publish: September 6 & 9,2007

Are you one of the thousands
of people in Michigan looking
for a job?

Whether you took a buy out,
got laid off or are just look-
ing for a different career, the
Canton Public Library can help.

The library has partnered
with other area libraries and
organizations to offer a pro-
gram series to help you cope
with job loss and provide the
tools to help find a new job.
You'll learn how to use the .
library to enhance your employ-
ment skills, stay motivated as
you search for a new job and
handle changes in your work
and personal life during transi-
tion time.

Register now for the follow-
ing special job help programs
offered at the Canton Public
Library by calling (734) 397-
0999.

• Job and Career Resources:
Developing Your Resume with
Word, Sept. 19, from 7-8:30
p.m. Design your own resume
using Microsoft Word's resume
template — learn to access
library resources, such as sam-
ple resumes, cover letters, and
interviewing books, to give you
a competitive edge.

• Michigan Works!, Oct.
10, from 7-8:30 p.m. Michigan
Works! fosters high-quality
employment and training pro-
grams by providing support
activities and a forum for infor-
mation exchange for Michigan's
workforce development system.
A representative will discuss the
many services offered through
the Western Wayne County
Employment and Resource
Centers:

• Job and Career Resources:
Job Searching on the Internet,
Oct. 24, from 7-8:30 p.m.

Learn how to search for jobs
on the Internet,,post your
resume online and use library ,
resources, such as the library
databases, effectively in your
job search.

• Personal Finance During
Job Change, Nov. 14, from
7-8:30 p.m. Personnel from
Community Financial and
Madonna University will exam-
ine how job change affects
personal finances. Learn to set
realistic financial goals, find
potential sources of money, rec-
ognize the impact of job loss on
credit ratings and how emotion-
al aspects of job loss can affect
you and your finances.

• Improve Your Computer .
Skills. Canton Public Library
cardholders can update their
computer skills by taking one of
the free classes offered regularly
at the library. Learn skills in
Excel I and II, Microsoft Word
I, II and OI, Power Point and
Microsoft Word Graphics.

Visit www.cantonpl.org for
a list of dates and times and to
register.

• Additional programs are
offered at the following metro
area libraries: Baldwin Public
Library, in Birmingham;
Bloomfield Township Public
Library, in Bloomfield Hills;
Farmington Community
Library, in Farmington Hills;
Rochester Hills Public Library,
in Rochester; Southfield Public
Library, in Southfield; and the
West Bloomfield Township
Library, in West Bloomfield.
Visit www.cantonpl.org/ser-
vices/jobhelp.pdf. for a list of
programs.

To learn more about how the
library can help with your job
hunt, call (734) 397-0999 or log
on to www.cantonpl.org.

EXTRA SPACE STORAGE
Notice is hereby given that on Monday, September 17,2007, Tate &
Co. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extr'a Space Storage,'
will be offering for sale under the judicial lien process by public
auction, the following storage units. The goods to be sold are
generally described as household goods. The terms of the sale will
be cash only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any
and all bids. The sale will be at the following locatipn: EXTRA..
SPACE STORAGE, 6729 N. CANTON CENTER RD., CANTON,
MI 48187 AT 1&80 EM.
Morque E164, 10x20 - Roaster, Propane Grill, Twin Mattress/Box
spring/frame, 2 OSB, 1 Amp, 2-3 Misc. Household Goods.
Wayne Kurtycz, 10x20 - Nordic Track, Down Hill Ski Set, 7+ items
of Baby and small Child Stuff, 14 Plastic Tbtes, 1 Card Tkble, 1 Golf
Bag, 30+ Boxes of Mis. Household Goods.

Publish: September 9 and 13,2007

Time for New Shoes
And We Have Them! v

\ *
' +

www. shopgoodytwoshoes. com

$5!oo OFF Your First Visit

Enhanced Sen ices:
• Sft(> a da\

• Five-Mar dining • I *-hour staffifig
• hillnms»eofaai\]iK\N

• Chauiieurcd transportation
• Daih housekeeping

•$33aday
• Five-star dining
• 24-hour staffing

hill range of activities
• Chauffeured
transportation

• Housekeeping

PROFESSIONAL SHOEFITTERS
Shoes for infants to pre-teens

certain conditions apply

Hours:
.-Fri. IO-6

SatJO-4

14707 Northville Road • Plymouth
Located Just South of 5 Mile Road

Call to Schedule a 'tour:

TDD-TTY 800-649-3777
Professionally Managed by Senior Village Management wwtv.seniorvittages.§Qm


