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Falling AYP sco
still nail target

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Four of 15 elementary schools in the Plymouth-Canton school
district saw annual adequate yearly progress grades fall from an
Ato'a B, according to the latest figures released by the Michigan
Department of Education.

The AYP reports are part of the federal No Child Left Behind
Act, which is designed to ensure that by the 2013-14 school year
all puhlic school students will be proficient in assessment tests
such asthe Michigan Education Assessment Program. Other fac-
tors in meeting AYP include school improvement plans, profes-
sional development for teachers and parental involvement in the
schools.

The four schools which saw their grades drop were Allen,
Farrand, Field and Fiegel elementaries. However, despite the
change, the schools passed federal student achievement targets.

' The remaining 11 elementary schools that were graded, as
well as the five middle schools in the Plymouth-Canton district,
received a composite grade of A.

Workman Elementary didn't receive an AYP rating because
the school had been open only & year. Mike Bender, Plymouth-
Canton Schools director of seconda.ry education, said this will be
Workman's “baseline year.”

As for the drop in AYP at the four elementary schools, Bender
said administrators are still analyzing the data.

“All four of the schools were on the edge, two points away from
earning an A,” Bender said. “The kids performed very, very well.

- “A large part of the rating is the MEAP results, and we'lllook
at the areas where we do well and look to strengthen the areas -
where we are falling short,” he added. “It takes a tremendouis ™ -
effort from students, staff and parental support to perform at
this high level.”

The data didn't include results from high schools because the
state’s new Michigan Merit Exam, which was given in the spring,
delayed the calculations.

thruscato@hometowniife.com
(734) 459-270¢

Middie Schools
_ 1 : Composite.
School AYP Status onade
Central | Yes A
_ Discovery I Yes A
East L. Yes A
- Ploneer Yes A
" West Yes A

Allen  Yes B8
Bentley Yes A
~ Bird Yes A
 Dodson CYes LA
Eriksson o Yes ] AL
Farrand Yes . B
_Flegel Yes B.
Fied Yes. 8
Gaifimore . Yes | A
Lo Yes A
isblster ,,,,,, Yes A
Miller Yes o AL
. Smith Ys A
Tonda Yes . A
Workman ; Not Ei!qlbie Not Equ%bie

SOURCE: Plymouth-Canton Schools Department of Education
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BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Two Dearborn Heights men
have taken their kinshipto a -
new level by opening a restau-
rant on Ford Road.

The eatery, Friends Bakery
& Subs, is a partnership
between Wissam Nahli, 35,
and Hussein Rachidi, 38. The
building, which used to house
a laser tag shop, is decorated
in neutral tones and has
glossed tables and chairs,
marbled counters and various
pieces of pottery.

Nahli and Rachidi, who
have known each other for
three years, met through their

Flu clinics to
test emergency

preparedness
Health, €8 -

P

wives and have an easy rap-"
port with each other, After
Nahti jokes that Rachidi is 26
vears old, they break out into
laughter and tease each other.

After their comedic
exchange, Nahli said coming
up with a name for their busi-
ness was easy.

“We know each cther and
we trust each other,” he said,
“We're friends.”

Rachidi agreed.

“When you work with your
friend, it’s both work and
fun,” he said. "Its someone
that knows you.”

Please see BAKERY, Ad

HOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Friends owners Hussein Rachid (left) and Wissam Nahli pull a fray of meat pies and spinach pies from the oven.

Trust, friendship are key
ingredients in new bakery

Tabouleh salad is one of the
specialties at A:riencis.

A

Are you fasterthan e -
sprinting 2-year-old? More
powerful than a schoolyard
bully? Able to leap in reac-
tion to a single ‘'ow’? Look,
there in the minivan. How
does she stay sane? .., It’s
SuperMom!

The Observer & Eecentric is
joining www. MichiganMoms.
com, and we're looking for

. SuperMoms to join our online
community.

MichiganMoms.com is
a brand new Web site that
allows parents to connect
in cyberspace over issues
that hit close to home. It fol-
lows the lead of gther social
hetworking sites such as
MySpace or Facebook that
connect people with similar
interests,

The site includes articles
relevant to local families,

a calendar of events full of
family-friendly activities and
photo galleries posted by
proud parents themselves.

Above all, it features Mom-

*Overdraft Protecilon s subject to credit 2pproval, Low service fee applies,

0&E seeks ‘SuperMoms' for new W;eb’site

to-Mom message boards
that touch on topics relevant
to parents fram all walks of
life, with children of all ages.
Whether you're looking for a
great pediatrician, or seek-
ing advice on anything from
potty training to bedy pierc-
ings, you can jump into a
discussion or start one of your
own.

MichiganMoms.com is
based on successful “mom”
sites launched by Gannett
newspapers across the
country, anid is already well-
established in Grand Rapids,
Battle Creek, Livingston
County, Lansing and Port
Huron,

The Gbserver & Eccentric
is bringing MichiganMoms to
metro Detroit. We are seek-

“ing a few everyday heroes

to step up as SuperMoms,
offering their expertise to
MichiganMoms with regular
postings. If you are interested
in applying, contact Wensdy
Von Buskirk at (734) 953-
2019 or wvonb@hometown-
life.com,

Those who apply as
SuperMoms must agree to
post at least four new topics
and respond to at least five
current topics each week.
Posts should be spread out
over the week, not put up
all in one day, SuperMoms
selected will be paid a month-

- ly stipend.

1f you would simply like to
dabble in the discussions, log
on and register now at www.
michiganmoms.com.

Restaurant
Owners.
ready to
give way to
Best Buy

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

After more than 30 years
of pizza and pasta, the
Roman Forum restaurant
could be nearing the end of
its run in Canton, ‘

The township board
will consider a site plan
Toesday that would put a
Best Buy retail center in the
place of the Italian catery
on Ford Road. The plans
have already been given the
thumbs up by the Canton
Planning Commission,

“It's bittersweet,” said
Anthony Gatto, the son
of the restaurant’s owner,
Gregory (atto. “I grew up
here and I intended to retire
here, but the restaurant |
business is competitive and
they've offered us enough .
money to make it worth our
while.” _

The restaurant sits across
from IKEA. '

Anthony Gatto, the gen-
eral manager of Roman
Forumm, said his family
has talked about opening
another location in addition
to venturing out into other
interests, :

“Maybe it'’s time to do
other things,” he said, add- -
ing that loyal customers
have had mixed reactions to
the tentative deal. “They'’re’
both sad and happy”

1f approved, the new proj-
ect would sit on 7.2 acres
and would include a 45,000-
square-foot Best Buy and a
standalone coffee shop.

Cver the years, Roman
Forum has been the meet-
ing place of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce
and the Canton Rotary
Club.

Gregory Gatto bought the
prime piece of land in 1972
with his brother and built
the restaurant in 1975,

With a slight chuckle, . -
Gatto said his father isn't
totally ready to tuck away
his marinara recipes.

“He’s from the old coun-
try,” He said. “He would
rather stay here and work
than retire.”

A Best Buy spokesman
could not be reached for
comment. Touted as North
America’s No. 1 specialty
retailer of consumer elec-
tronics, personal computers,
entertainment software and
appliances, Best Buy has
locations in Westland, Novi
and Ann Arbor.

tiparks@homefowniife.com

(T34) 459-2700
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Mom to mom sale

Sunflower Village Homes
Subdivision in Canton is hav-
ing its first Mom to Mom Sale
on Saturday, Sept. 15 from -
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The sale -
will be held at the Hanford
Clubhouse, 45800 Hanford
Road in Canton (Jocated:half-
way between Beck Road and
Canton Center Road). Moms
will be selling baby and kid’s
clothes, toys, baby equipment,
ete, There is no admission fee.

Parenting seminar

The Canton Police
Department and Canton
Leisure Services are partnering
together to present their third
Positive Parenting seminar on
Monday, Sept. 17, from 6-7:30
pJm., at Canton’s Summit on
the Park.

This is the third in a series
" of informative parenting

seminars and will focus on
bullying and cyberbullying.
Guest speaker Robert Hayes,
director of Student Services for
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools, will provide infor-
mation to help parents of .
children and teens deal with
this negative behavior. The
criminal elements of bullying
-and cyberbullying will also be
discussed by Canton Police
Department’s Community
Relations Coordinator Sgt. Deb
Newsome.
“We've had an outstanding
turnout for the first two semi-

e

G Sl with Sveny Bite!” |
nds Bakery g Su

ﬁg’? 7 Alittle Taste of Authentic
Middle Eastern Food Now in Canton!

nars and hope to continue,”
says Newsome. “The parents
have been very interested in the
toplcs and had a lot of ques-
tions.”

Parents attending the pre-
sentation are alsop invited to
bring their children to enjoy
activities and Summit facili-
ties free of charge. Child care
will be provided in the follow-
ing manner: Ages 3 and under
will be supervised in the Kids
Corner; ages 4-6 may $wirh.as
long as an older sibling is pres-
ent {otherwise, an alternative
activity will be provided) and
ages 7 and up are welcome to
swim. Ages and activity inten-
tions will be asked upon regis-
iration. Parents are invited to
join their kids afterward.

The seminar is free of charge,
but seating is limited. Canton
regidents interested in attend-
ing should stop by or call the
Summit front desk at (734)
394-5460, by Sept. 13, for res-

ervations.

Coffee meetings

The Canton Chamber
of Commerce, Downtown
Development Authority and
Leisure Services will host two
upcoming Coffee Meetings
to provide information about
marketing opportunities in
Canton’s downtown district.
The meetings will take place
from 8-9:30 a.m., Sept. 11 at
Buffalo Wild Wings, 41980
Ford Road, and 8-9:30 a.m.,

Healthy « Fast » Fresh

¥

PrymouTH
500 S. Harvey

Come experience fresh-baked breads and siuffed pies,
tasty sandwiches, hearty subs, and a cold deli filled with
dips, salads and vegetable items. Fresh

juice, smoothies and homemade ice
- cream are prepared with only the finest
ingredients. And don't forget to taste our
friendly fries! Friends Bakery & Subs is
ready to serve Canton with a
seile, a warm atmosphere and

- Only Halal Meats Served!

@@M Bekery g

42126 Ford Road » Canton
Between Haggerty & Lilley

734-844-0880

Open: Sun.-Thurs. 8 am-li pm
fri-Sat. & am-12 am

(738) 453-1200

a clean environment.

CANTON

6355 N. Canton Center « 47463 Michigan Ave.

' (877) 937-2328 toll free’

Sept. 14 at T.G.L Fridays
Restaurant, 44250 Ford Road.

Topics will include
ShopCanton for the Holidays,
the 2nd Annual Holiday Fest
on Ford Road, holiday window
murals, 2008 Women's Bowling
Championship, updates on
Ford Road construction project
and more. Reservations are
required. Call the Chamber
office at (734) 453-4040. :
Reservation deadline is Fnday,
Sept. 7.

Barn bash canceled

The inaugural Boyer Barn
Bash that had heen scheduled
for Sept. 15 at the Cady-Boyer
Barn, in Cherry Hill Village has
been canceled.

Historical hike/farmers
market

The Canton Historical
Society will offer a narrated
historical hike through Cherry
Hill Village from noon-3 p.m.,
Sept. 16. The hike will start
at the historic Bartlett-Travis
House. Walking tours will leave
every half hour from 12-3 p.m.,

weather permitting. A Farmers -

Market will be held on the
grounds of the Bartlett-Travis
House from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 50 .
people will be able to shop for
the fall produce before or after
the historical walk. Please wear
suitable walking shoes.

Special Olympics walkers
needed

The Special Olympics needs

" Canton area residents to walk
in the Miles for Medals event
at 2 p.m., Sept. 30 at Heritage |
Park in Canton. There will
befood and beverages on site
and ‘prize opportunities for
participants, All proceeds
will support the life-changing
programs of Special Olympics
Michigan.

This cross-generational
community awareness walk
will include area residents, -
who raise funds for SOMI by
collecting donations for their
participation. Proceeds from -
the walk go to support the
year-round sports training
and competition for the more
than 5,000 SOMI athletes with
intellectual disabilities who

live in the southeast region of

"Michigan.

People may participate by
walking as an individual or on
a team made up of people from
their place of employment,
senior center, religious organi-
zation, nelghborhood famlly or
friends. -

The 2007 Miles for Medals
walk at Heritage Park is one of
20 Miles for Medals events in
Michigan s slated for September

. and Qetober SOM1 is accept-
" ing registrants for all Miles

for Medals Walks through the
day of the event. Individuals
ot teams that are interested in
wa]kmg can register at www.
somi.org or by cai]mg (800)
664-6404.

Good Morning Canton

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce, in partnership
with township, will host Good
Morning Canton, on Thursday,
Sept. 20, at 7:30 a.m. at the
Summit on the Park; 46000
Summit Parkway. The cost for

-breakfast is $10 and includes a

full buftet breakfast, beverages

_and guest speaker presentation.
“This breakfast is open to the

public.

Good Morning Canton
breakfast will feature guest
speaker Tom Yack, supervi-

- sor of Canton Township. Topic

of discussion will be “Canton
Happenings.”

“The Good Mommg Canton
breakfast provides an impor-
tant opportunity to keep
Canton business owners and
Canton residents informed
about what is going on in their
community,” said Dianne
Cojei, president of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce.

Good Morning Canton
breakfast is being sponsored
by Alphagraphics and National
City Bank. To make your res-
ervation, contact the Canton
Chamber of Commerce at (734)
453-4040, Deadline for reser-
vations is Friday, Sept. 14,

Community health fair

- Oakwood Annapolis
Hospital (OAH) along with
BAPS charities and medical
services, will hold a community
health fair from 9 a.m. to I p.m.

Discover how easy it is to build your savings
with Community Financial's new insured
Flex Certificate. We've set the rate, now you
decide the term! It's that simple.

» You pick the term; from 90 days to 5 years
* Accounts insured to $350,000

+ Friendly, professional service at an office near you

COMMUNITY
* Call or stop by a Community Financial office today!

NORTHVILLE

400 E. Main

by Abutement /’
Reétutns s

www.cfcu.org

ove 'Liens!Lewes

**Ag Represeﬁtatiqn

‘‘‘‘‘

Novi
43350 Arena Dr.

*The 5.30% Annual Percentage Yield (AP

requires an active checking account and is avallable on deposits of 31,000 er more with new maney not currendy on deposrt at
Commupity Finandial. Select from any “traditional” term certificate from 90 days to 5 years. Rates effective 7/03/07 Rates cannot be cormbined with any other bonus rate offer
and are subject to change without notice. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal, fees, if any, may reduce earmings.

NCUA Your savings federally insured to at least $100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government. ESI Your savings also privately insurad up to -
an additional $250,000 by Excess Share insurance Corporation (ESI). ES| is a subsidiary of American Share Insurance. 18 Equal Housing Lender. ©2007 Community Fi Fnanaal

Heavenly selections

Canton's Curtis Mathison will present a concert of organ and piano music
at First United Methodist Church at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 16. Mathison !
recently completed 31 years as organist of the church, which is located in’ f:
downtown Wayne at 3 Town Square. Since 1999, his concerts have become. o
a biennial event. The organ selections will include music by Bach, Franck, -  *
Widor and others. Piano piecés will include spirituals and hymns, as well

as Debussy's ‘The Sunken Cathedral,” Chopin's 'Baliade in A-Flat’ and

Mendelssohn's ‘Serious Variations.’ Mathison, who holds a doctorate in music
education, has given concerts in five states and has more than 30 students

in Wayne, Oakland and Washtenaw counties. The concert will have a freewill
offering, and will be followed by light refreshments. .

6, by calling Kristine at (734)
578-7758 or Jason at (734) 578~
5404 in order to reserve your
spot. In addition to bowling,
there will be a silent auction
and 50/50 raffle.

‘Carousel’ production

Spotlight Players is present-
ing “Carousel” Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 14, 15, 21, 22,
28, 29 at 8 p.m., and Sunday,
Sept. 23, 30 at 2 p.m, at The
Village Theater, 50400 Cherry
Hill Road. Tickets are $15-$18.

on Saturday, Sept. 15 at the
BAPS Swaminarayan Temple,
located at 3175 Canton Center
Road. A variety of specialists
will be available to discuss
various health related topics
and community members will
have to opportunity to receive
free health screenings as well,
including: blood pressure, '
blood screenings to test for a
variety of illnesses, bone den-
sity, and hearing tests

For more information on this
event, please call (734) 397

2233, For more information, call
s T ‘ (734) 394-5460,
Chanty bOW"ﬂg event The theater group is also
A charity bowling event holding anditions for “Brighton-
that will benefit the Susan Beach Memoirs” on Monday, -

G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation will take place at
9 p.m., Sept. 15 at Super Bowl
lanes, 45100 Ford Road.

Cost for the event is $20 per
person, which includes two
games of bowling, shoes, pizza
and pop. Please RSVP by Sept.

Sept. 17 and Tuesday, Sept. 18
at The Village Theater (Use- ‘
stage door at rear). Registration -
isat 6:30 p.m. Bring a non- - S
returnable photo and resume.
Specifics at: www.spotlight-
players.net or call (734) 4«80-r
4945,

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY
MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O. |

Board Certified Dermatologist

Specializing in Diseases
fptﬁ‘ Stin, Hair & Nails

Inwtes you to visit and receive

the care you deserve.

* Skin Cancer ¢ Eczema

* Moles » Warts

* Psoriasis .* Hair L.oss

* Acne Botox ¢ Much More

Accepting New Patients « All Ages
Call for Appolntment 248~324~-2222 Evening appts.-available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewls Drive,
Suite 150, Nevi, Mich @qan 48377

greatlakesdenn yahoo com.,

oEoatsiass )

Obsérver |

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD

To purchase page and photo reprints go to we.hometownlife.com/oereprints,
For wmore information contact 1-866-88-PAPER.
Circuiation Business Hours/Subscription Rates
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday-friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday 8:30 am. to 6 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. to noon

i you missed a delivery please call by & p.m. Thursday and 1 a.m. Sunday

<) GANNETT HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
HOW TO REACH US K
Susan Rosiek . Jeannie Parent
Executive Editor Retail Safes Manager
(734) 953-2100 (734) 953-2117
srosiek@hometownlife.com jparent@hometownlife.com
Hugh Gaflagher | Sandy Mitchel! o
Managing Editor Retail Advertising Rep. :
{734) 953-214% (734) 953-2169
hgallagher@hometowniife.com smitchelf@hometownlife.com
Kurt Kuban
Community Editor ;
(T34) 459-2700 N
kkuban®hometownlife.com
NEWSTOOM........ (134) 4592700 FAeocmrcrr (734) 459-4224
Sports Nightline (734) 953-2104 2
Circulation/Customer Service.........1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)
Classlified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355) g
Display Advertising (734) 953-2183

Carrier Delivery Mail Defivery

. Sunday/Thursday Sunday/Thursday g
V1T $6495 | Oneyear (ncounty)  $8395 :
6 Month ... ; 6 Month $4195 :,
IMONLR oereerercrrrnn ST7.95 3 Month : $20.95
For senior citizen rate, One year (out of county) $108.95
please call 1-866-887-2737 6 Month $54.45

3 Month $27.25

The Canton Qhserver - Publication NG, USPS 663-670 Published every Thursdcfy and
f Sunday. Perisdical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150 ¢

36251 Schoolcraft, tivonia, Ml 48150

QMECHEGAN
Heodls Natwork

QUALITY ALDITING
o
@ mrad SIN'G
Eginiilshed 1908 Mewhprs o

P )
MARK CF INTEGRTY




i
t
H
i

et st 4

- them Meijer yet, or

www.hometownlife.com

| LOCAL NEWS |

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, September 9, 2607 .

© A3

.

" BYJULIE BROWN
STAEF WRITER

When Oleg Batanogov and
his sister, Irina Batanogova,
arrived Labor Day from
their church in Divnogorsk,
in central Siberia, they got
a warm welcome at Geneva
Presbyterian Church,

“Very quiet, very nice,”
said Batanogova, 48, who's
the church secretary in
Divnogorsk, working with her
pastor brother at the Russian
congregation. The brother and
sister are spend-
ing three weeks at
Geneva in Canton,
staying with pas-
tor the Rev. Bryan
Smith and his fam-
ily,. .
“Very friendly,
very open,” she said
of those she’s met.
1 could describe
better in Russian.”
They've been keep-
ing busy.

“Today, they're
taking a Rouge fac-
tory tour,” Smith
said Thursday.
“Thavenothada -
chance to show

the library” IKEA’s
also on their agen-
da.

The brother and
sister traveled from
their Forgiveness
Church, which
was helped with
founding in 1996 ™=

by their father and  Oleg Batanogov, Irina Batanogova and the Rev. Bryan
Smith, the Geneva Presbyterian pastor who is hostirig the
Russian visitors.

Oleg, 45. “Ilead
Bible study for
elderly ladies,” said
Batanogova, who helps her
brother with translation. (In
Russian, women’s last names
have an "a” added.)

The ministry in Divnogorsk

focuses on alcoholism and get-

ting people off drugs. “We have
rehabilitation ministry for
drug addicts and alcoholics,”
she said. What they call the
Center of Social Help address-
s many needs, including help-

i s

His training as a pas-
tor wasn't at a special
school. “We don't have
special education to be
a pastor, special col-
' leges,” she said in excel-
' lent English. Pastors
are often appointed
- and attend college later.
Batanogov was ordained
- in 1998 as assistant pas-
- tor.
- “Oleg did pastoral
work before appoint-
ment,” she said. Bible
colleges are starting now,
i with the nearest one
- about & 40-minute drive
away.
' Oleg’s married to
Marina with four daugh-
i ters, Dascha, 18, Aleena,
16, Zova, 14, and Sasha,
8. Irina’s single, but has
lots of family.
“She helps me,” her
i brother said in English.
The church partner-
ship came about almost
10 years ago when
Geneva pledged 10 per-
cent of church fund-rais-
ing efforts from a cam-

ing homeless people and single  paign, giving about $50,000

mothers.

One woman had been
abused by her husband; she
traveled from another region
and got help at Forgiveness
Church, Also, their ministry
reaches out to those with HIV,
including such preventative
measures as lectures against
AIDS “to change their attitude
on people with HIV,” she said.

for the church in Divnogorsk.
In 2000, seven Genevans trav-
eled to Russia to build the
church; Smith and his fam-
ily went over in 2004 for the
church dedication and stayed
with the Batanogov family.
“Wonderful hospitality,” said
Smith, who's glad to have a
visiting pastor and his sibling

“here, “Their mom was always

ridiron,

urf, Pool, Arena, Greens, Diamond

_We're there!

a
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JOSEPH W

MERCY

HEALTH SYSTEM

A MEMBER OF TRINITY HEALTH

This is a FREE seminar for anyone interested
in learning more about atrial fibrillation,

the latest management and treatment options. -

COME LEARN ABOUT

The Heart’s Electrical System:
When it's Normal andWhen It's Fibrillating

Who Gets Atrial Fibrillation?

Treatment of Atrial Fibrillation:
Options, Goals and Decision-Making

Stroke Prevention:

Who Needs Coumadin? What Are the Guidelines?

Catheter and Surgical Ablation of Atrial Fibrillation

Question and Answer Session

SPEAKERS

Jill DePestel, APRN, BC, Tauqir Goraya, MD, PhD,

Radmira Greenstein, MD, Jihn Han, MD,
James Kappler, MD, Michelle Loomis, APRN, BC,
Timothy Shinn, MD and Stuart Winston, DO

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Register online at www.mhvi.org

or cail 800-231-2211

Continental breakfast provided

REMARKABLE MEDICINE.
REMARKABLE CARE..

cooking” -

Oleg Batanogov will give the
sermon Sept. 16 at the Canton
church, and speak and share
slides at other times, “He really
wants to see how we do minis-
iry,” Smith said. :

They'll likely take in &
Detroit Tigers game, perhaps
offering prayers for divine

"intervention, The brother

and sister toured downtown
Detroit, including Cobo Center
and Joe Louis Arena.

They'll visit church members

as well. This is his seventh

time in the U.S. (much of it
mission work), her first.
“My impression that people .
are very friendly,” she said,
“even at the airport.” They
didn’t want to get into inter-
national politics at length, but
agreed the younger George
Bush is “strict” or hardline.
“It’s good when we can gain
somebody’s experience,” she
said of the ministry sharing,
which included a visit to the
SEND International mission
office in Farmington Hills. “It
helps to Jook at our ministry

Dependable for over 200 years..
How can we help you today?

CHASE

ussian pastor, sister find Canton ‘friendly, open’

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Oleg Batanogov

is visiting Geneva

" Presbyterian Church in
Canton,

from the different perspec~
tives. We have some things
that are common. He (Smith)
understands very well my
problems,” she added for her

" brother. ’

“I like Bryan’s family very
much,” she said. “They are
really committed Christians.”
Batanogova also loves her
friends and home and will be
glad to return in a few weeks.

“I like here, but I'm glad to
get home.” Her brother added

‘he likes American “coffee and - -

doughnut; amazipg.” -

hether you are saving money, looking for a
loan, or managing a business, you can always
depend on Chase.

@E.Strength: The vast resources of JPMorgan .Chas'e..
€} Value: Great rates on savings and lending products. .
£} Commitment: Able and willing to lend money today and in the future.

a Loans subject to credit and property approval.
boaud © 2007 |PMorgen Chase Bank, N.A, Member FDIC.
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If yon.asked a dozen Canton
residents to pass along their
No. 1 gripe about living in the
township, officials believe the
majority will have the same
answer: Aging, deteriorating
roads, ‘

Because it is the top com-
plaint leveled at township
offices, Canton officials met
in a study session Wednesday
night to discuss funding future
roadwork,

During the meeting, phrases

such as regional transportation
plan and surface transporta-
tion plan were tossed out, but
Township Trustees Melissa
McLaughiin and Elaine J.
Kirchgatter agreed the bottom
line is making sure that Canton
ages gracefully.

“In the same vein that curb
appeal is so important when
looking for a home, it's likewise
with the roads. If you have a
Jbad experience gettingtoa
house, you probably won’t want
to live there,” Kirchgatter said,
adding that poorly-maintained
roads can give the appearance
of a poorly-maintained com-
munity.

Since Canton is a township
and not a eity, it isn’t respon-
sible for any of its 375 miles of
roadways. Sixty-eight percent
are owned by Wayne County,
23 percent are owned by pri-
vate homeowner associations
and 9 percent are owned by the
state.

Still, the township has taken
the initiative and kicked in
money for road projects within
its boundaries, including the
ongeing intersection improve-
ment program, which doesnt
have any outside assistance.

“We fund that 100 per-

p
Director Tim Faas,
The program, which hes paid
for the revamped intersections
. at-Cherry Hill and Sheldon,
: (3eddes and Canton Center and

" Saltz and Sheldon, was made

possible after the township
board shifted 0.336 mills from
the department of public safety
into the general fund in 2005,

In an effort to pay for even
more roadwork, one of the
current options on the table
is moving an additional 0.25
mills from public safety into
the general fund. Public Safety
Director John Santomauro has
given his approval of the pos-
sible shift.

If the township moves the
funds, it would generate about
$983,500 in 2008. That money
could pay for one or two road
rehabilitation projects, such
as Lilley Road from Palmer to
Cherry Hill and Sheldon Road
from Cherry Hill to Ford.

“With the intersections we've
completed so far, it feels so |
nice to drive through them,”
McLaughlin said. “I have no
problem shifting this money
over.”

Township Trustee Todd
Caccamo agreed that the shift
could be beneficial, but also
suggested making cuts to other
township departments, includ-
ing Leisure Services.

“I would like to see a net
decrease,” he said, but noted
that if public safety has a
surplus the money should be
moved 1o another area.

In addition to the public
safety shift, other fund-
ing options included having
residents vote on a special
road improvement millage or
continuing the current course,
which means waiting for the
county to dole out money.

he road crunch

Nearly all of the hoard meni- -

bers said waiting for the county
is unacceptable.

Canton resident John
Anthony is a member of the

Intersection Action'Committes |, -

and said while he uhderstands
the desire to shift the money
from public safety, he believes.
the matter should be puttoa
public vote.

“There’s no free lunch and
theres no free road,” he said.
“Let’s see what the citizens
think. Even in these tough eco-

nomic times, the (project) may

fly. As a resident, our roads are
a problem.”

Township Trustee Todd
LaJoy said if everyone agrees
that waiting for the county isn’t
viable, he doesn’t want to take
a chance on putting the issue
to a vote.

“If we dont walit to lnre
with a “no,” that option is not
necessarily a good opnon,” he
said.

Several stretches of road
have been listed as in need
of rehabilitation including

Sheldon from Palmer to Cherry.

Hill at an estimated $1.1 mil-
lion, Warren from Beck to

" Canton Center for an estimated

$400,000 and Lilley from
Michigan to Palmer for an esti-
mated $500,000.

County-based projects that
are already on deck for 2008
include Sheldon Center from
Canton Center to Joy for $2.2
miltion and Warren from
Morton Taylor to Lilley for
$340,000. _

A public hearing on the

- township’s millage rates for

2008, will take place Tuesday
during the board’s 7 p.m. meet-
ing.

tiparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700
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Senior Summit o

State Rep. Phil LaJoy, R-Cantan, will once again be spcmsormg the annual Senior Summlt which takes place 9
a.m.-2.p.m., Sept. 10 at Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway, in Canton. The event, which is in its 5th
year and is open to Western Wayne County senior citizens, will feature numerous health care professionals
and vendors, who will be on hand offering advice and products related to seniors, In addition, the Summit will
feature free health and hearing screenings as weli as warkshops and assistance programs. The event Includes
bingo, food, door prizes and infdrmal discussion on senfor | Issues. The first 400 attendees will receive a box
lunch and a free goodie bag.

BAKERY

FROM PAGE At

Rachidi, who used to own
a bakery in Lebanon, said the
two felt that Canton was the

said, “Evervone seems to appre- favorite is the Friendly Burger,

ciate it o far.”

Open for breakfast, unch
and dinner, the 1,500-square-
foot shop has already brought
in a stream of loyal customers
and several items on the menu
have become standouts, includ-

a sausage patty covered in
scrambled eggs and cheese,
“We're both busy, but so far
everything has been good,” he
said. “We are enjoying this.”
Other dishes on the menu
inclade yogurt sandwiches,

right place to open a Middle ing the ehicken shawarma fried cauliflower and eggplant,
Eastern bakery. sub, steak and cheese sub and ©  hummus and rice almond

“We are bringing something  chicken fajita sub. salad.
new (to the community),” he Nahli said his personal

Hparks@homatownlife.com | (734) 4592700

Got Game?

Yep, got scores, too.

Welcomes

confact us af:

Svite 220
Canton, Michigan
734.398.7888

Canton Obstetrics & Gynecology

Dr. Pamela Davies

Canton Obstetrics & Gynecology
49650 Cherry Hill Road

48187

Canton Obstetrics and Gynecology is pleased to announce
the newest addition to their physician team, Dr, Pamela
Davies. Dr. Davies joins Canton Obstetrics and Gynecology
from IHA's Menon, Miller & Davies She is a board certified
obstetrician/gynecologist with a special interest in benign
breast disease and geriatric gynecology. She completed her
medical education through the University of Michigan and
has spent time living ana working in Ethiopia, England and
France. Canton Obstetrics and Gynecology has been in practice since 1989
and offers patients comprehensive obstetric and gynecologic care. To
schedule an appointment with Dr. Davies or to learn more about our practice

HA

ihacares.com

Baginnlng & Adv
Cheerleading Classe
Hip Hop, Gheer &

New for Fall!

Tae Kwon Do
Classes for All Ages!

Gall or visit now
734.7137.0560

www.mixcheer.com
_Ilance Teams Preschool-Adult

Classes-Now * Camps
Canton, Mi 48187

30-Day
-embershlp

WORKOUT
EXPRES

* Fronesy for Wesnaen
* Childeara Avaliablo . :
* Parsonal Tralning Ladies Workout Express
* Tasinlog and Smuna ) CANTON -
» Graup Classes 6541 Canton Center Road .
+ Cardio Bquipment at Hanford Road. =~ - . =~ g
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Public hearings to help decide
controversial mine

fate of

BY KURT KUBAN.
STAFF WRITER

For many people living
in southeast Michigan, the
wilderness near the Upper
Peninsula toewn of Big Bay
probably seems a million miles
away. Yet, to others like Bill
Serchak, an engineer with
Canton Township, it is a home
away from home - a wilder-
ness paradise where his family
has vacationed, fished and
hunted for years.

Serchak is just one of many
people opposing the proposed
Eagle Mine, which would be
the first sulfide mine in the
state’s history. Kennecott
Minerals Corp. wants to mine
nickel, copper and other min-
erals from an area called the
Yellow Dog Plains, not far
from Big Bay, which is north-
west of Marquette. Despite
the opposition, the Michigan
Department of Environmental
Quality has given preliminary
approval to Kennecott's permit
application to.build the mine.

Critics of the project, like
Serchak, are concerned because
sulfide mines elsewhere have
a history of polluting the areas
where they have been built.

‘The main problem with these
sulfide mines, they contend, is
a by-product called acid mine
drainage, which occurs when a
company drills into sulfide rock
that is below the ground. When
this sulfide rock is brought to
the surface, it leaches sulfuric
acid and toxic heavy metals,
which can cause major damage
to local waterways.

The Yellow Dog Plains,
where the mine is being pro-
posed, is home to the head-
waters of the Yellow Dog and
Salmon-Trout rivers. '

Serchak, whose father-in-law
owns a hunting cabin near the’
Yellow Dog River about two
mriles from the proposed mine
site, questioris why the MDEQ
has approved the permit.

{T've reviewed the permit appli- -
cation,” said Serchak, who lives in
Milford. “My concerns are related
1o whether the DEQ is doing a
good enough job evaluating the
application. I don't think the
DEQ is being ohjective.”

Serchak, whois a civil engi-
neer, said he understands the
MDEQ's permitting process.
He is also quite familiar with
the particulars of the Eagle
Mine. He says the mine will

Gene Champagrie, who grew up in Livonia and now lives in the U.P. town of Bid Bay, stands in front of his bain, which

pretty much says what he feels about a proposed sulfide mine near town.

SCHEDULE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

B Sept 10, 1-4:30 p.m. and 6-

9:30 p.m. at Northern Michigan
University's Great Lakes Room in
the University Center, Marquette,
W Sept. 11and 12, 1-4:30 p.m. and
6-9:30 p.m. at the West Branch -
Community Center, 233-299
Avenue A, Forsyih Township :
{located on the old K.l Sawyer Alr
Force Base, just behingd the MDEQ
U.P. District office). :
M Sept. 13, 1-430 p.m. at the'West -
Branch Community Center, 253-
299 Avenue A,

Forsyih Township (same as.above). -
M Sept. 19, 1-4:30 pm. and 6-9:30 - -

203 and 204, 333 £: Michigan
Avenue in Lansing.

The MDEQ will afso accept written
comments through Oct. 17. You can
sendthem eitherthrough the mait
to DEQ/DNR Kenniecott Comments;

- Qffice of Geological Survey: PO. Box
30256, L ansing, Mt 48509-7756,0r
via-e-mail to DEQ-Kennecott-com- -

ments@michigan.gov.

p.m. af the Lansing Center, Rooms

only be open for 8-10 years,
and he doesn't believe that is
worth the risk.

“There is just too much to
lose for the short term gain this
mine will provide,” he said.

That is a sentiment shared

by marny residents of the Big
Bay area, including Gene
Champagne, who grew up in
Livonia but has lived in Big Bay
for more than 30 years. He is con-
cerned that ifthe area’s pristine
natural resottices are spoiled, it
will lead to 2 crash in the tourism
that helps sustain the area.

“The remoteness of this
area is the reason people from
Chicago and Detroit come up |
here. It sustains our economy
year after year after year,”
said Champagne, who is the
spokesman for a group called
Concerned Citizens of Big Bay.
“I'm afraid this will put people .
out of business if our tourism
dries up. This is not just an
environmental issue - it’s eco-
nomic, it’s also social.”

For many people living in the
rugged Upper Peninsula, where

; mining has along history and - -
~ ig ingrained in the social fabrie,

the dangers of a sulfide mine
are just too great to risk the
magnificent natural resources
that are also a big part of life
north of the Mackinac Bridge.
Mary Takala, who grew up
in Redford Township, now lives
in the Keweenaw Peninsula,
which is located west of the
proposed mine. She said most
people she knows are very
opposed to the project.

Tastes, S

Deborah Kawsky, art

ights & Sou
Wine and cheese reception » Door prizes
italian music, art and history

. Appearances by:
Perry J. Martini, author

-Monte Nagler, photographer

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 6-9 p.m.
$24 per person
Madonna University Center
14221 Levan Rd. « Livonia, Mi 48154

Make your reservations, 734-432-5804

MADORNA
VNIVERSITY

.

historian

e

temodeling your sspsoiations,

313.730.2103

We ave Chuck Sikora and Sa.m!y LaBurga. We ave Kitchen Tume-Up.

You've got a vision. A fresh new look for your kitchen, bath or business, .
Please allow us to help. We are the Owners of the Livonia based franchise
of Kitchen Tune-Up.* We are the only remodeling company that offers In-Tune
Custorer Service.™ Whatever your vision, please contact us today for a free
estimate. )

OEQBE50540

Shoppe president, Dennis Coggins (right) and Quentin Kieber (left},
Uncle Ed's district manager. , S

Uncle Ed's celebrates 25 years
giving back to kids, customers

Uncle Ed’s, the larg-
est independently owned
fast oil change com-
pany in Michigan, will
celebrate 25 years of
business as a sponsor
for the Make-A-Wish
Foundation’s radicthon
on Thursday, Sept. 13, at
Gordon Chevrolet, 31850
Ford Road, Garden City.

Listeners can tune into
100.3 WNIC from 6 a.m.
to 7 p.m. on Sept. 13 for
the 4th annual “Making

Uncle Ed’s customers
at all 29 Michigan loca-
tions-have chances to
win $25 gift certificates
and free oil changes.
Last month, Holly
Wytka received a free
‘25-month lease on a new
Pontiac G-6. Wytka was.
the winner of a state-~
wide drawing for the car.
_ “Owur customers have
been responsible for our
growth and success, and
we want to show them

“I'm against anything that
is going to wreck the natural
environment up here. It is what
we are known for,” said Takala,

who is a 1970 graduate of Wishes Come True.” our gratitude,” said
" Thurston High School. “This is Make-a-Wish and Coggins, = -
God’s country.” radiothon sponsors “We believe the best
Beginning Monday, the hope to make at least customer is a knowl-
MDEQ will hold a number of five children with life- edgeable customer,” said

public hearings on Kennecott’s
mine proposal. Only one of the
hearings, Sept. 19 in Lansing,
is in the Lower Peninsula, The
department is also accepting
written comments about the
mine proposal until Oct. 17.
Champagne, who is disap-
pointed with the lack ofhelp
from elected officials, hopes
the state is flooded with public

threatening medical
conditions experience a
“special wish experience”
through the generosity
of donors.

Last year’s radio-~
thon raised more than

~ $30,000 for metro

Detroit children.

Dennis Coggins, presi-
dent of Uncle Ed’s, says

Coggins. “And we look

of living up tc our prom-
ise —‘We Don’t Just Do It
Fast, We Do It Right!”*
Uncle Ed’s which
began in 1982 in Battle
Creek, has 29 locations
in Michigan includ-
ing Livonia, Troy,
Farmington Hills (two

oppusition. - “thank you” gifts to loyal locations), Bloomfield
“This is one of the few wild customers also is part of Township, More than
places left in Michigan,” he the milestone celebra- eight million vehicles
said. “We're selling our grand- tion. o . have been serviced-at - -
children’s-future for pennies on Each month this year, ; Gt

Uncle Ed’s.
the dollar.” ‘ S
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Chase 7-Month CD or Premier Platinum Savings.
Get great savings rates with guaranteed higher
returns, Stop by a local Chase branch or call us
at 1-800-CHASE-24 today.

 CHASE &

Holly Wytka accepts the keys to a new Pontiac G-6 from Uncle Ed's 0il -

forward to 25 more years -

The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) shown are effective as of 9/10/07 and available at Chase locations in Eastern Michigan oncl|y.

1. €D offer requires a qualifying consumer or business checking account and a minimum deposit of $10,000. Maximum deposit of
$2,000,000. Brokered deposits will not be accepted. Penalty for early withdrawal,

2. Savings offer requires a Chase Premier Platinum Savings account linked to an active Chase Premier Platinum Checking™ account and
@ minimum deposit of 550,000 in money not currently held by Chase cr its affiiates. An average balance of $75,000 is required in the
Chase Premier Platinum Checking account or a combination of this account and any qualifying linked accounts to waive the checking
account monthly service fee, Rates do not apply to retirement accounts. The biended Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) on a Chase Premier

Platinum Savings linked to an active Chase Premier Platinum Checking account are: 4.15% for balances $50,000-599,099; 4.34% for |

balances $100,000-5249,999; and 4.45% for balances $250,000-5499,999. The APYs are; 2.25% for balances $0-$24,999; 2.75% for
balances $25,000-549,999; and 4.40% for balances of $500,000 and above. Interest vates are variable and subject to charge. Fees may,
reduce earnings. Not valid with any other promotianal offer. One promotional rate per customar. Other restrictions may apply. Savings
offer ends 9/28/07.

© 2007 JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.
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New RE/MAX pa rtner very involved in the success of o r I sn 0 n e ve o r " ew I rec or
the company and we are excited
Bartley Patterson was about his ownership position.” )

recently announced as a new
partner in ownership of RE/
MAX Classic’s Canton location.
The announcement was made
at the second
quarterly com-
pany meeting
held in June.

“It is with
great pleasure
and antici-
pation that
I announce
Bart’s shared
ownership in
our RE/MAX
Classw Canton office,” said
Carlina Boji, broker owner, RE/
MAX Classic. “Bart has been

Pattrsnn

Patterson has been a Realtor
for 11 years.and started with
RE/MAX Classic specializing
as a buyer’s agent. He is cur-
rently the vice president and
general manager of RE/MAX
Classic and will continue in
that capacity. Patterson has
also served his community
in many areas as chairman
of the board for the Canton

-Chamber of Commerce, chair

of the Technology Committee
and is a member of the
Marketing Partnership with
Canton Township, the Canton
Chamber of Commerce and
the Downtown Development
Authority.

+ Tap ¢ Jazz « Russian-Method Baftel with Conditioning * Poirde # Hip-Hop « Acting * Vocal & Musical Theatre *

.) 'ww .m\
m

ﬂoﬁhvillé?s ﬁrem:er School of Dance
Ty Ehease TS for Tour Banes Edreadon?

* Calabrating 26 Years Serving Northwille and Surrounding Communities

* Resilient floors...we care about protecting our students

* Viewing windows...abserve classes in session! # Friendly, helpful staff

* Passionate, nurturing teachers who LOVE their work » No teen-aged teachersl

* Dance Masters “Certified by Test to Teach!”

* Lower tuition but LONGER classes!

* (Cap on costume costs

» Your student wilt sparkle
in our carel

competltioh clasées
are Free!

[RERISVER [0
Mon.-Thurs. « 4-7 pm
& Sat. 9-11 am

BERECRMNGERGOMBANYERUDITHION:
Sept. 9th » 2:30 pm

C ein po hEE
| $10.00 OFF
|  mew students 1st monh's tuition...or...currend

}
| studants 1st month’s tiltion of a new subject‘neveri
L tried hafare, (With is coupon only) B

248-348-3720

42333 Seven Mite Road » Northville
Visit us unline at: www.piazzadancsco.com

Russian-Method Ballet with (‘ondltmmnq Pointe = Hip-| an * Acting « \n'nml & Musical Theatre »

» Aduit Classes * Acro-gymnastics « Competitive Groups

New Off-GCampus
Home of Northville
High School’s
Performing
Dance Company

AM-Br_\y-s L‘.laésas * Polynesian = Pointe » Hip-Hop ¢ Jazz » Tap = Pre-schoo! Ballet & Rhythm

OECA550288
« 50n04G 2ARRAdWI0D « S2ISEU
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Agnes Kubrak knew in the
fifth grade that she wanted to
become an educator.

Attending the former St.
Gabriel Catholic School in
Detroit, she was influenced by
her teacher.

“It was the first time I had
a teacher who was not a nun,”
she said.

1t wasn't that she didn'’t like
the nuns. * always loved what
the sisters did.”

But her calling was in public
education — so much so that
she eventually turned down a
scholarship to Siena Heights
College to attend Western
Michigan University, where she
received her bachelor of arts
degree in English and history.
She then earned her master’s
degree in secondary educa-
tion/reading at Wayne State
University, where years later
she received her ediication spe-
cialist degree in admmlstratwe
supervision,

Four decades.into her career,
Kubrak has never regretted her
decisions, and she has never
chosen to retire even though
she could.

“I have a passion for wantmg
things to be better for kids and
teachers,” she said.

She has brought that pas-
sion to the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools, where
she has started her new job
as senior executive director of
instruction. '

“I'm thrilled to be here,” she
told the Observer.

Kubrak began her career
as a teacher for Wyandotte

administrator, she always -
keeps student needs in the
forefront. To that end, her
duties will include improving
schools, developing curricu-
lum, helping teachers succeed,
assessing state test scores and
overseeing such programs as
the state’s Education YES! and
the federal government’s No
Child Left Behind.

Kubrak will brin skills from
the county and state level to
her new job. Mareover, she
has connections all the way to
the office of state Supt. Mike
Flanagan. She worked with -
him when he held a similar
position at the county level.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Agres Kubrak tatks about her new ;ob as senior executive director of
instruction for the Wayne-Westtand Community Schools.

Public Schools. She has
worked as an adjunct profes-
sor for Northwood University’s
Deiroit Outreach program;

new job.

“I think this will help us get
to the next level we need to get
to in student achievement,” he

Kubrak seems to have a sim-
ple yet profound understanding
of what it takes to help children
succeed in school.

“You never have any two kids
that are just alike, but it’s your
responsibility to reach all of

as an English language arts
consultant for Wayne County -
RESA, aregional agency that
assists 34 school districts; and
most recently as an assistant
superintendent for Hamtra.mck

-Public Schools.
She has accuomulated numer- .

ous awards. This year, she
became the Michigan Reading
Association’s administrator

of the year and earned Wayne
RESA’s Leadership Award, to
name just two. She reached
another milestone May 16, her
birthday, when her first grand-

. child, Conner, was born. She

just happened to have a picture
of him in her new office, along
with other treasures.
Wayne-Westland Supt. Greg
Baracy said Kubrak brings “a
wealth of knowledge” to her

these kids,” she said,

In her spare time, Kubrak
likes to relax by sewing, and
she cherishes time with her
family. Her husband, Al, is
a retired teacher who now
retrains adults at Eastern
Michigan Univergity. Her son
James works in airport home-
land security, while her dangh-
ter-in-law Kelli is a teacher for
Joy Preparatory Academy in

said. “She has 2 unique blend of
characteristics for building col-
laboration, building teamwork
and bringing people on board
for innovative changes, We're
excited about having her on our
team.” ‘
Kubrak was born in Detroit,
the youngest of six children
born to James and Hattie
McLenaghan, Her father
worked as a Detroit police offi-

cer; her mother was a home- Detroit.
maker, Kubrak mostly grew ap Kubrak is excited about her
in Allen Park, but she attended new job of helping to move
kindergarten through 12th ‘Wayne-Westland forward.
grade at St. Gabriel. Some educators can't wait to
As a teacher, she taught retire; she has shunned it.
English and social studies, Why? It's simple, really,
mostly at the middle and high “I don’t think my work is
school levels. She often called  done yet,” Kubrak said. . .

her students her little cherubs.

Even though she is an delem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2110

Planning meeting

canceled

The Canton Township
Planning Commission meeting
scheduled for Monday, Sept. 10
has been cancelled.

Township Board to meet

'The Canton Township Board
of Trustees will meet at 7
p-m., Sept. 11 at the Canton

Administration Building, 1150

8. Canton Center Road.

ON THE AGENDA

Agenda items include a site
plan for Best Buy retail center
at site of Roman Forum;
police budget transfer - con-
tribution to post employment
benefits; consider purchase of
radios - police drug forfeitures;
consider purchase of additional
server storage
space for police department;
Fellows Creek Golf Club irri-
gation system; award bid for
Pheasant Run Golf Club pond
bank stabilization project;

~ Schools Board of Education is
- scheduled to meet at 7:30 p.m.,

School Food Service Center,
555 W. Columbia Avenue m
Belleville.

Agenda items include a rec-
ommendation for new hlgh
school principal; Building -
and Grounds/Maintenance-
Department administration
structure recommendatio

authorize budget increase for
part-time wages and overtime
for Village Theater at Cherry
Hill; and a property sale exten-
sion.

Van Buren school board
meeting

The Van Buren Public -

Sept. 10 at the Belleville High

Were you born before 19377
Then YOU are a part of
‘THE GREATEST GENERATION!

To show our appreciation we are
giving away $20.00 gas vouchers!

To qualify you must come into
INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE
OF PLYMOUTH between
September 17, 2007 and
September 21, 2007
with photo identification.

Just like the good old days, employees
of INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE will pump
your gas and wash your windshield.

Our way of saying thank you to
THE GREATEST GENERATION!

This offer is limited to the first 200. So hurry and come in soon.

You've taken care of her your entire life. It's time for a little help.

Choosing hospice care is not about giving up — it’s about giving you and yout
loved one a chance to focus on what matters most. Arbor Hospice & Home Care
* is committed to helping make the journey less stressful and mote comfortable,
allowing patients to live each day to the fullest. Our dedicated, compassionate
~+team has been providing care for patients and their families for mosge than =~ | | N
23 years, with everything from expert pain control to grief counseling. So | i ] S
‘whether you want in-home hospice cate ot care in a home-like setting, call us. : Call fﬁy more fﬁfﬂm ation or
‘Because, evety moment counts. If you need answers about navigating the end. IR S i -
of life’s journey; please contact us at 1-888-992-CARE (2273). {o §£’§3 eduie a Tour:

14707 Northville Road
Plymouth

Located Just South of 5 Mile Road

Arém- H{iﬁp’;m ia bommunity-based nonprofit ﬁgency

TDD-TTY 800-649-3777

. Ann Arbor » 2366 Oak Valley Drive

- Arbor Hos ic:e
@M@ Northville + 331 North Center Strect
_umns‘suco@\?"?ﬁm"e . ) Tn:nton' 19145 .AHCII Road

o Wwwarborhosplce org'.
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Don't

let market volatility

allow you to overreact

*ve been reading that the
Federa,l Reserve will lower
interest rates soon. Should I
change my portfolio?

Investors should not react
te economic reports or to what
the Federal Reserve may do
over the short run. To be suc-
cessful, focus on the long term.

Reacting to every piece of
economic data would be all-
consuming and eventnally one
would be paralyzed by analy-
sis. A more prudent approach
is to focus on the long term
and your individual situation.

That being said, if the
Federal Reserve does cut inter-
est rates, a couple of things
may happen. First, bonds
would increase in value. When
interest rates go up, the value
of bonds goes down, The
opposite is also true. If inter-
est rates do go down, bond
investors should be one of the
beneficiaries.

Also, when the Federal
Reserve cuts interest rates,
stocks generally perform bet~
ter. However, this is not always
the case. Once again, markets
are affected by many factors
— including what happens
around the world, not just here
in our country.

In February, when there was
a crisis in the Chinese market,
the U.S. market experienced a
downturn. Even though many
pundits said the downturn in
China would canse a major
crisis, it didn’t happen. In fact,

Take precautions to

3ollowing several particu-
larly deadly months of fire
in this country, I would

like to address the many ways -

that we can reduce the risks
we face in our homes. Sadly,
most of those fire deaths were
j preventable.
This is the
year 2007, and
smoke alarm
technology
has virtually
1 eliminated the
downside of
these life-sav-
ing devices.
There is simply
- no reason why
every home in Livonia should
not have a working smoke
alarm. The fact that there

Tom Kiurski

are still homes without smoke

alarms mystifies e, espe-
cially when they are so edsy -
to obtain and maintain. Stop
by any fire station and we will
come out and install them for
you for free. Having working
smoke alarms in your home
reduces your risk of dyingina
fire by half! You cannot argue
with statistics like that. -

The National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) tells us
that 96 percent of all U.8.
,ngs&haw stioke alarms, so
it becomes obvious that the
majority of this country’s fire
deaths (approximately 3,500
per year).happen is the small
percentage of hornes that
do nothave working smoke
alarms. Don’t fall into that

category.
Ce

‘arbon monoxide alarm
te&:hﬁology is fairly recent, but
should be‘d paft of your home
safety package. Unless your
alarm spec1ficaﬂy states that
itis a‘dual function alarm,
your smoke alarmi and carbon
monoxidé alarm ARE NOT

interchangeable. Carbon

» Affardable Pricing
'# 0% Financing Available
;® Extended Warranties
. Qual:iy lnstaﬂatton

i ZOurfi’iar;d Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

8 since that time
" period, China’s
stock market
has been one
of the best per-
forming in the
world.

I've talked
with many
portfolio
managers. In
« Managing the

hundreds of
millions and even billions of
dollars, they do not let short-
term economic reports dictate
investment decisions.

Don't let market volatility
cause you to overreact.

Money Matrs

k Bloom

I'm single and I have a
significant other. We've been
together over 10 years and
for many reasons we will
not be married. We want to
make sure that if something
happens to the other, the
survivor is taken care of and
remains in control of the
other’s affairs, We were told
all we need to do is put each
other’s name on our assets
and everything would be OK.
What do you think?

Putting property in joint
names does not resolve your
issue.

Yes, if you own property
with someone as a joint tenant
with full rights of survivor-
ship, upon death that person
automatically becomes the
owner. However, it does not

monoxide is a byproduct of
unburned natiral gas, and can
be detected by alarths in cases
where there is a leak of gas and
not a fire. Carbon monoxide
leaks in the home kills several
hundred citizens in our coun-
ry every year,

Test all your alarms once a

inutes. Call 1

resolve the issue of control

Control over someones
affairs is different while that
person is living vs. dead.

While someone is living, if
they are unable to handle their
affairs, and if there has been
no legal documentation, then a
court will appoint a custodian
over that person’s assets.

Typically, the court looks to
family members to serve this
role. In addition, some courts
will appoint third parties to
fulfill thisrole.

The way around this is
to have a Durable Power of
Attorney. H allows you to han-
dle someane’s affairs without
court supervision. Particularly,
for non-traditional types of
relationships, a Durable Power
of Attorney is essential in
allowing a significant other to .
handle one’s affairs.

Another problem non-tradi-
tional relationships run into is
in a medical crisis. The signifi-
cant other has no legal rights,
and that can cause problems,
A Medical Durable Power of
Attorney, along with a HIPAA
Release, allows a significant
other to make medical deci-
sions and speak with the medi-
cal team without problem.

The powers of attorney, both
durable and medical, take care
of the control aspect of non-
traditional relationships. The
issue of passing money upon
death can be accomplished by
a number of different meth-

ods,

First, wherever thereis a
beneficiary designation such
as on a life insurance policy
or retirement account, those
assets can pass directly to the
significant other by naming
them as a beneficiary.

In addition, when you have
a brokerage account, you can
also name a beneficiary on
those accounis.

Another alternative is to put
the investments in both names
as joint tenants with rights of
survivorship. This will allow
money to pass to the other
upon death. The downside
of this arrangement is if one
person has legal troubles, or
if the relationship ends, the
money can be at risk. To avoid
this, use a Living Trust and
your assets will go directly to
whomever you choose. The
other alternative is a will nam-
ing the individual as a benefi-
ciary.

To keep the other 1nd1v1dua1
in control of the estate, he/she
should be named in the will as
the personal representative or
in the Living Trust as the suc-
cessor trustee.

Rick Bloom is & fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com For more
information, visit Rick’s Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com,
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

prevent fire deaths

month. Usually this is done
by simply pressing and hold-
ing the “test” button until the
alarm sounds. Change the
battery at least once a year,

or sooner if the manufac-
turer recommends it or if your
alarm’s batteries get weak
and emit a warning “beeping”

The Chase Home Equity Line of Credit.
Take advantage of an easy application process
and the convenience of a credit decision in
{open 7 days
aweek), visit us online at chase.com, or stop
by your local Chase branch.

- CHASE

00-800-L

sound. Some alarms have ten
year lithium batteries, and
some are hooked in to your
home’s electrical system. Find
out what type you have and
how to test and maintain them
before it is too late.

Tom Kiurski is a Livonia firefighter.
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" *Tha Best Rate Line of Credit features varable rates which, as of 8/17/07 range from 7.24% to 5.50% APR for line amounts of $150,000 to $500,000 from 7.74% to

10.00% APR for line amounts of $50,000 up to 3149999 Stated rate ranges require ah 80% or less combined-loan-to-value (CLTV) ratio, Please call about rates

on lines below $50,000 and above $500,000, and for lines with a CLTY above B0%. 1.00% will be added to rate for rental
Lifetlme APR will not axceed 21%. The product requires an Qriginatien Fee of $399,

refinance Chase homa loan debt.
responsible for a 550 annual fee after the first year.

pay an early account closure fee, equal to the lesser of 1

. D 2007 JPMorgar Chase. Bank, N.A.-

roperties.  Offer cannot be used to
ich may be financed,  Borrower Is

ou elose your line of credit within 36 months of the date upon which it is opened, yau will be required to
of the line amount, or $400, Purchase money lines are excluded from this offer. Subject to credit
and property approval. Program terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without rotice, Not ail products are available In all states or for
alt loan amounts, Other restrictions and limitations apply Property Insurance is required; collateral in spacial flood hazards areas requires flosd insurance.

‘Get on the ball.
Read today's

Bioomfield Hills
el Road
Y@L HUSIC i 7y

Classes also Available in Lake Orion & Milford
Enroli by September 15th & Receive a Loaner Instrument FREE!

I-'AN'I'AS'I'IG
SAVINGS!

. Lean Boneless Tender

/BUFTERFLY $z
PORK CHOPS

USDA Select Boneless

NEWYORK SE99
STRIP STEAKS Ib,

& Steak Value Pack

resh Skinless Boneless

CHICKEN st
BREAST

Family Pack :

Fresh Ground Beef
GROUND SI
GHUGK -

Family Pack

Boneless Lean Tender

DELMONICO S
PORK ROAST

USDA Lean Boneless

SIRLOIN 33

Fresh Sliced

'SARA LEE
| LUNCHMEAT
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