THURSDAY

August 30, 2007

75 cents

WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

www.hometownlife.com

Firm that drives s eclal needs Wo

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

As she gazed at the five
charred, unrecognizable
passenger vans, Elaine
LaMontagne sighed when
she thought about the days to
come. ,

“We made it work today, but

. I don’'t know about tomorrow,”
she said. “This is the biggest
financial loss we've ever had.
it just took my breath away.”

LaMontagne is the direc-
tor of Community Work
Opportunities, a nonprofit
agency that transports physi-
cally and emotionally dis-
abled individuals to their
jobs or community activities.
According to LaMontagne,
they transport riders from alt
over Wayne County, including
Canton, Plymouth, Livonia,
Westland and Redford.

The agency lost six of its 19
vans when a power line came
down during a storm and set
off a blaze Saturday afternoon
at its Lilley Road office. No
one was injured in the fire,

While five vans were
destroyed, a sixth could be
salvageable. Three of the vehi-
cles had specialized equip-
ment.

“We've tried to use humor

Please see FIRE, A?

* BILL BRESLER K
STAFE PHOTQGRAPHER -

passengervans; -
were destroyed
in the Saturday
afternoon

blaze, which

was caused by a
downed power
line.

Flag bearer

Marine reservist will take
Canton flag to Irag

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

It took Eileen Queen a while
to warm up to the idea of her
son joining the U.S. Marine
Reserves, but Tuesday night,
any of her previous doubts were
gone.

“I'm very proud of him,” she
said. “T asked him every ques-
tion I could think of and he bad
an answer for all of them, so
now it’s time to be supportive.”

Nicholas M. Queen, 19, of
Superior Township has been
called to serve in Iraq and will
head Sept. 6 to California for
training.

Queen, a machine gunner, is a
part-time employee in Canton’s

_maintenance department and
was recognized by the Canton
Board of Trustees at its Tuesday

meeting. He was presented with
aresolution and the same town-
ship flag that was carried over-
seas by Trustee Todd Caccamo
during his tour of duty.

“Im absolutely blown away
by the support,” said Queen, an
Ann Arbor Huron High Scheol
graduate, as his parents and
younger brother stood behind
him. “This means a lot more
than you might expect.”

Queen, who graduated first
in his infantry machine gun-
ner class, joined the Marine
Reserves in July 2006.

“It was sort of out of the blue
for us, but not for Nick,” said
his father, Jon Queen, who
described his son as “indepen-
dent and straight-forward.”

As the bright lights in the
administration building
bounced off his perfectly-shined

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

search for Ryan's
replacement

Trustee Todd Caccamo presented the Canton flag that he took to Iraq to Pfc.
Nicholas Gueen, who will be deployed to Iraq after additional fraining. Queen
was joined by his mother and father Eileen and John Queen, and yotinger

brother Nathan.

shoes, Queen, who was dressed

Jin uniform, said he’s never

regretted his decision to join the
Reserves,

“I felt like this is something I
would regret when I was older
if I didn't do it,” he said. “My
grandfather, my great-grandfa-
ther and my great—great—grand—
father all served.”

Queen, who is expected to be
deployed for at least a year, said

he's excxted about ‘his upcoming
mission. ~ T -

“Tll finally get to use all my
* training,” he said. “The hard
thing is telling everyone good-
bye.”

After being presented with

‘the resolution, which stated that

Queen “has brought a sense of
pride not only to his own family

@

Please see IRAQ, A6

Summit set for ‘super’ cleaning; to close down for a week

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Summit on the Park will be
closed for maintenance from
3 p.m. today until 5:30 a.m.
Sept. 4.

This year’s annual shutdown
will include painting, window
washing and general upkeep.

The carpet and rubber
flooring in the fitness area
will be replaced, locker room
benches will be refinished and
the swimming pools will be
drained.

“We use this as a time to
super clean,” said Facilities
Coordinator Gregg King. “It’s
hard to do some projects when

we have guests and thisisa
pretty much a standard prac-
tice for recreation centers.”
Although some members of
the Summit thrive off of going
to the center everyday, King
said feedback regarding the
shutdown has been supportive.
“Qur members are under-
standing,” he said. “They want

a high-caliber facility.”

The work, which is cranked
out on a tight schedule, will
start and end promptly, King
said.

Open year-round, the
Summit sits at 46000 Summit
Parkway.

For more information, call
(734) 394-5460.

District begins

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

The concept of replacing retiring Superintendent Jim
Ryan took a step closer to reality Tuesday when trustees -
on the Plymouth-Canton Board of Education agreed to
solicit propesals from five search firms, including two
from Michigan, to help find Ryan's successor.

‘When the proposals are received, the
board will schedule interviews with each i
of the firms. The chosen firm will then i
lead the search for Ryan’s replacement. .
Ryan is scheduled to rétire Feb. 28, ,

Board President Judy Mardigian said
using a firm with naticnal search expe- ik
rience is a critical part of the plan ) ‘
replace Ryan. -

. “It’s very important,” Mardigian said.

- - “We heard that reinforced by districts
that are similar in size to us. We're at that tier now where
we need 2 firin that can help us recruit, not just put out a
posting.”

Originally, the plan was to solicit proposals from
two Michigan firms — Michigan Association of School
Boards of Lansing and Michigan Leadership Institute in i
Old Mission — and a third, national firm.

But as Mardigian’s search subcommittee began look-
ing at firms; they found others they liked. The commit-
tee added three out-of-state firms: Goens/Esparo L1C
of West Hartford, Conn.; Hazard, Young, Attea and
Associates LTD of Glenwew I1l.; and PROACT Search out
of Milwaukee, Wis.

The school board will review proposals at its Sept. 10
meeting, and from there schedule interviews with the

Ryan

Please see RYAN, AT
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Orchestra Canton's new season
to feature variety of music

BY KURT KUBAR

Season of change

in January, which will be a
STAFF WRITER tribute to Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., and “Fusion Festival:
As the members of Orchestra  Inspirations from India” in
Canton prepare to kick offtheir’ March, which will be a cross-
fourth season with a Sept. 8 cultural musical collaboration
show at the Village Theaterat  featuring celebrated sitar artist,
Cherry Hill, they are hoping composer and teacher Hasu S :
to bring their musicto a wider  Patel. BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTGRAPHER
variety of people in the Canton Ang, as in the past, the shows ]
eommunity, will be led by Orchestra Canton - Canton’s Nancy Richter purchased the “Joyfuf Dancer"” sculpture, and
Variety is probably the word ~ Music Director and Conductor  donated it to the township. [t sits outside the Village Theater at Chery Hi li.
that most describes the new Nan Washburn., and will be formally dedicated on Sept. 8,
season, which will feature a “The shows this year will be -
total of four shows, more playful, and a little lighter
Take the Sept. 8 opening faire - music that people who

night show, for example. “Movie

don't necessarﬂy like classical

Donated sculpture to

Music Magic!,” which begins at  music will enjoy,” said Phllpot- _ &
8 p.m., will featare themes of Munson. . R B .
Pl Rt weommmars (0L fOrmal dedicatior
Jurassic Park, and Star Wars.  to parinerships with other local  Nan Washburn will again be directing Orchestra Canton, which is getting _ )
For the show, Orchestra Canton  performing groups, like the ready to kick off its fourth season, In addition to Orchestra tion of the arts and an eclet1C
will also be joined on stageby ~ Canton Concert Band, which Canton’s Sept. 8 show at the representation of art, dane,
the Canton Concert Band and ~ will play on a couple songs on ence for us working with them.  394-5460 x 0. Tickets may also  Village Theater, there willbe = music and emotion. The sprit
Spotlight Players, two Village ~ Sept. 8. She said such “cross They are a great organization,  be purchased using the Village  a formal dedication ceremony  of the art work is 2 perfect
Theater regulars, who will per- pollination” would only further and # will be underthe direc-  Theater’s secure online box for the Joyful Dancer sculpture way to welcome patrons to the
form on separate songs. o strengthen the arts scenein  tion of Nan Washburm,” he said.  office at www.canton-mi.org, that now sits outside of the - Village Theater,” said Nanes
“Thisis a very different sea-  Canton. “We hope to bring talent and or at their box office one hour  theater. _ Richter, a Canton resident.
son than we've had in the past”  Canton Concert Band enthusiasm to the stage, We're  before each performance. The ceremony is scheduled ~ “The Canton community
said Jennifer Philpot-Munson,  Director Jim Blough said the right at home on the Village For more informationon - totake place at approximately  embraced the sculpture whaa
executive director of Orchestra  group of volunteer musiciansis  Theater stage” Orchestra Canton’s 4th season ~ 8:45 p.m. during the intermis- ~ it was part of the temporary
Canton. “We're doing anumber  looking forward ta the collaba- Orchestra Canton tickets are  please visit www.orchestracan-  sion. exhibit and will hopefully ej O3
of collaborations this year, and  ration with Orchestra Canton,  $20 for adults, $18 for seniors,  ton.org. To learn more about The Joytul Dancer sculp- its beauty for years to come,
there is a lot of variety. The which is made up of profes- and $10 for children. Tickets other ensembles and programs  ture was part of last year’s The sculpture was created
shows are just so different.” sional musicians. He said his may be purchased in personat * within the Plymouth Canton temporary art exhibit along = by artist James Havens of
Other shows this season _group will help play music from  the Summit on the Park, 4600  Symphony Society, please visit ~ Ford Road, commissjoned Waoodville, Ohio, who createl
include a Christmas concertin  Star Wars, Summit Parkway, or by phone  www.plymonthcantonsym- by Canton’s Downtown the artwork out of welded
December, “Blissful Baroque” “This will be a good experi- by callmg ﬁm Summit at(734)  phonyorg Development Authority; in stainless steel to highlight th
‘ ' ' partnership with the Canton  study of the human form, md—
_ G L D i Public Ar:; gon;;mittee. Itwas  eled after gymnastsand ballt
purchased by the R. Geneand  dancers.
@bgm . REAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY Nancy D. Richter Foundation, For more detailed informa
MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.0. | o e e e o o sl (rasy 3045404
0NN HOMETOWNLIFE.COM Board Certified Dermatologist Community. (734) 394-5464; or visit www -
' : _ : vfpedaliztng in Diseases “The sculpture is a celebra-  canton-mi.org.
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Jazz series finale

The Summer Jazz Concert
Series continues with its final
concert on Friday, Sept. 7 at
8 p.m. on the main stage of
the Village Theater, located
at 50400 Cherry Hill Road.
Presented by the Canton
Downtown Development
Authority, in partnership
with Smooth Jazz V98.7 and
Schoolcraft College, this con-
cert features internationally
acclaimed flutist Alexander
Zonjic and Friends with special
guests Alex Bugnon and the
Motor City Horns.

Zonjic has performed on
stages around the world as a
solo performer, with his own
group, and as part of jazz
great Bob James’ band. He
has played in Japan, England,
the Philippines, Mexico and
Dominican Republic, and he
has also performed at major
classical and jazz festivals

- throughout North America.

This concert brings to a
close the Summer Jazz Concert
Series. The shows were held
every Friday night in July and
August at different outdoor
venues along Ford Road on
the “Canton Live” portable
stage. Proceeds from this
final concert will help sup-
port public art in the Canton
DDA district. Admission to
the concert is $20 for all seats.
Tickets and information are
available online at www.can-
ton-mi.org/villagetheater or
by calling (734) 394-5460. For
more information on this final
concert, please call (734) 394~

_ 5460.

Good Morning Canton

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce, in partnership
with townshlp, willhost Good
Morning Canton; on Thursday,
Sept. 20, at 7:30 a.m. at the
Summit on the Park, 46000
Summit Parkway. The cost for
breakfast is $10 and includes a
full buffet breakfast, beverages
and guest speaker presenta-
tion. This breakfast is open o
the public.

Good Morning Canton
breakfast will feature guest
speaker Tom Yack, supervi-
sor of Canton Township. Topic
of discussion will be “Canton
Happenings.”

“The Good Morning Canton
breakfast provides an impor-
tant opportunity to keep
Canton business owners and
Canton residents informed
about what is going on in their
community,” said Dianne
Cojei, president of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce.

Good Morning Canton
breakfast is being sponsored

by Alphagraphics and National -

City Bank. To make vour res-
ervation, contact the Canton
Chamber of Commerce at (734)
453-4040. Deadline for reser-
vations is Friday, Sept. 14.

Chamber luncheon

The Canton Chamber
of Commerce will host its
September networking lun-
cheon on Sept. 12, at 11:30 a.m.
at the Surnmit on the Park.
The cost for lunch is $20 and
includes a full buffet lanch,
beverages and dessert. This
luncheon is open to the public.

The luncheon will feature
guest speaker Randy Bateman,
Executive Vice President and
Chief Investment Officer of
Huntington Bancshares, Inc.
The topic of discussion will be
law-unintended consequences
regarding the general economy.

September’s luncheon is .
being sponsored by Showroom
of Elegance, Waltonwood at
Carriage Park and Waltonwood

OE0B548412

2 Tigers Ticke s

ar A Pass For

at Cherry Hill. Seating is lim-
ited and reservations are need-
ed. To make your reservation,
contact the Canton Chamber of
Commerce at (734) 453-4040.
Deadline for reservations is
Friday, Sept. 7.

Mom to mom sale

Sunflower Village Homes
Subdivision in Canton is hav-
ing its first Mom to Mom Sale
on Saturday, Sept. 15 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m, The sale
will be held at the Hanford
Clubhouse, 45800 Hanford
Road in Canton (located half-
way between Beck Road and
Canton Center Road). Moms
will be selling baby and kid’s
clothes, toys, baby equipment,
etc. There is no admission fee.

School registration

Registrations are now
being accepted at St. Michael
Christian School in Canton for
fall 2007-08. The school offers
3 year old preschool through
fifth grade, including the new
Young Fives program. The
academic program is taught
by qualified and credentialed
teachers. The school strongly
supports the development of
the whole child in a small class
size setting. For more informa-
tion, call (734)459-9720.

Home buying seminar

Shore Mortgage and
Remerica Realty will host
two upcoming free home buy-
ers/credit repair seminars. The
first will take place at 7 p.m.,
Sept. 11 at Remerica Realty,
72777 N. Lilley Road in Canton.
The second will take place
at 7 p.m., Sept. 19 at Shore
Mortgage, 1741 N, Canton
Center Road in Canton.

Topics will include repair-
ing and improving your credit
score, down payment assis-
tance, and the home buying
process. To register or for more

‘information, contaet Richard-

at (734) 776-5635.

- Coffee meetings

The Canton Chamber
of Commerce, Downtown

" Development Authority and

Leisure Services will host two
upcoming Coffee Meetings
to provide information about
marketing opportunities in
Canton’s downtown district.
The meetings will take place
from 8-9:30 a.m., Sept. 11 at
Buffalo Wild Wings, 41980
Ford Road, and 8-9:30 a.m.,
Sept. 14 at T.G.I. Fridays
Restaurant, 44250 Ford Road.
Topies will include
ShopCanton for the Holidays,
the 2nd Annual Holiday Fest
on Ford Road, holiday win-
dow mutrals, 2008 Women's
Bowling Championship,
updates on Ford Road con-
struction project and more.
Reservations are required. Call
the Chamber office at (734)
453-4040. Reservation dead-
line is Friday, Sept. 7. -

Boyer‘s Barn Bash

The inaugural Boyer Barn
Bash will be held 4-11 p.m.,
Sept. 15 at the Cady-Boyer
Barn, 500 N. Ridge Road in -
Cherry Hill Village. Tickets are
$35.

Everyone Welcome. All
proceeds for the Cady-Boyer
Barn. The event will include a
pig/lamb roast, plenty of side-
dishes, beer, wine, soda, as well
as music and entertainment.

Tickets can be purchased
at the Canton Chamber of
Commerce, Canton Township
or Holiday Market. The event
is being sponsored by Boyer’s
Meat Processing and Holiday
Market,

runs the Tigers will have the
following week (Monday-Sunday).

HAT'S IT! Go to HometownLife.com for details.

Music Together classes

Harmony and Me presents
Music Together Classes this fall
in Canton. Music and move-
ment mixed-age classes for
infants, toddlers, preschoolers,
and the aduits who love them.

Fall session classes avail-
able Sept. 15 - Now. 17.
Saturday morning classes
now added for fall. Open reg-
istration runs through Sept.

5. Register on-line at www,
HarmonyAndMeKids.com, or
call (248) 4895-9330.

Grief support group

The Sharing & Caring
Coffee Hour is an ongoing
grief support group for wid-
ows and widowers hosted by
Heartland Hospice. The group
is held 10-11 a.m. at Heajtland
Healthcare Center, 4701 N.
Lilley Road, Canton. The focus
of the group is on the later
stages of grief, with an empha-
sis on learning to live with
the loss. This group is held
the first and third Wednesday
of the month and is open to
anyone grieving the loss of a
spouse. There is no charge.
For information, contact Ann
Christensen, toll-free at (888)
973-1145.

Corn Maze help

The folks at Maybury Farm
in Northville need volunteers
for the Maybury Farm Corn
Maze, which begins Friday,
Sept. 21 and runs through Oct.
30. Volunteers are needed on
Fridays from 4:30-9 p.m., and
Saturdays and Sundays (first
shift) 12:15-5 p.m. or {second
shift) 4:30-9 p.m. Volunteers
do not have to work every
weekend.

Drivers are also needed who
can drive the wagons with
either a tractor or team of
horses.

To volunteer or for more
information, call Shari Peters,
president of the Northville
Community Foundation, (248)
374-0200.

Mom to mom sale

Tri-City Christian Center
in Canton is having their
Fall Mom to Mom Sale on
Saturday, Sept. 8, from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Table rent-
als are sold to capacity with
more than 75 moms selling
their kids’ clothes, toys, baby
equipment, etc. Thereis a $1
admission fee,

Tri-City is located at 3855
Sheldon Road in Canton, just
north of Michigan Avenue.

Summit shutdown

The Summit on the Park
community center will be
closed for annual maintenance

from 3 p.m. on Aug, 30 to 5:30

a.m., Sept. 4. For more infor-
mation, call Canton Leisure
Services at (734) 394-5460. .

Bilingual Fun Family
Fiesta

Enjoy an afternoon of cul-
ture by celebrating National
Hispanic Heritage month
with Bilingual Fun (45000 N.
Territorial Road in Plymouth)
from 4-6 p.m., Sept. 22.

This local language company
will be featuring songs, games,
Spanish lessons from their
bilingual educators, a sam-
pling of Mexican cuisine from
Canton’s newest Mexican eat-
ery, Mariachi Mexico, and pro-
fessional Latin ballroom dance
presentations and lessons from
master dance professionals.
Bring your family and sing,
dance, eat, and learn Spanish.

Visit www.bilingualfun.
com for more information, or

A salute to Michigan Military Moms

Brigadier Gen. Carol Ann Fausone (assistant adjutant general for Veterans Affairs, Michigan Department of Mifitary
and Veterans Affairs), who is a Canton resident, was one of the guest speakers at the recent five year anniversary
of the Michigan Military Moms at the Fort Dearborn American Legion Post in Dearborn. Other special guests
included Dearborn Mayor John 0'Reilly {also pictured) and Lori Pate, founder of Operation Quiet Comfort (0QC), who:
presented the MMMs with a certificate of appreciation for supporting the efforts to heip wounded troops. More than
100 current and past members gathered for the event. Fausone recapped a brief history of the organization, which
came to life quickly after MMM founder Susan Kiotz of Allen Park spearheaded a meeting of a smalt group of locat
moms, who all had sons and/or daughters serving in the military. For more information about the nonprofit support

group, visit michiganmilitarymoms.orq.

call (734) 748-3898. Tickets
are $10 adults (if purchased in
advance), and $12 at the door,
Children 10 and under get in
free.

School supply drive

The Plymouth Salvation
Army is collecting school
supplies to providé to needy
families in its Plymouth-
Canton-Northville-Belleville
service area.

All types of school sup-
plies are needed; however, .
Salvation Army officials are

especially hoping to collect

backpacks.
For more information, call
(784) 453-5464.

Canton Newcomers 36th
season

The Canton Newcomers
will hold their 2007-08 adult
general kickoff meeting at
7:15 p.m., Wednesday Sept. 5
at the Workman Elementary
cafeteria (250 Denton Road at
Cherry Hill). You don't need to
be “new™to Canton to attend
the meeting or to become a
member.

The group has a number of
regular activities, including

Book Club, Bunko, Chick Flick,
Couples Night, Moms and Tots,
Creative Kids, Helping Hands,
Game Night, Playgroups,
Ladies Day Out, Scrapbooking,
Little Explorers, and Walking,
The group’s regular meetings
are the first Wednesday of the
month at the Sunflower subdi-
vision clubhouse.

If you would like to meet

_your “neighbors”, enjoy refresh-

ments from Carrabba’s and
Back Home Bakery, sign up
for various interest groups and
donate to the Susan G. Komen
breast cancer initiative, plan to
attend the kickoff meeting.

For more information, call
(734) 398-6487 before the
meeting.

To learn more about this
2006 Community Supporter
Award winning club, including
requesting a complimentary
September newsletter, visit
cantonnewcomers.org.

Preschool openings

The Plymouth Children’s
Nursery Co-op, 5825 N,
Sheldon in Canton, has imme-
diate openings available for
children aged 3-4. Our school
encourages children to learn
by play, promoting indepen-

dence and social skills through |
hands-on activities. There are
morning and afternoon classes -
available. For more informa-~
tion call (734) 844.-0395.

Bridal fund-raising event

Northville Hills Golf Club
(15565 Bay Hill Drive in
Northville Township} will be
hosting a bridal info event
sponsored by “The Wedding
Resource Network” group,
Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2007 from 6-
8 p.ru. This fun event provides
the opportunity for brides and
grooms to experience an eve~'- .
ning of pampering along with ™ .-
getting all the information they

-will need to make their wed-
ding a picture perfect day.

The event will include food
and wine sampling along
with a silent auction of items
with the proceeds going to -
the American Cancer Society. .
Top area bridal vendors of
“Wedding Resource Network”
will be on band for one-on—one
information. e

Admission is frée 1f-reg!s~— ERF
tered by Sept. 14, or $7 atthe
door. For more information or-
to register call (734) 667-3651

.or visit the Web site www.
THEWRN,net.
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~ Plymouth and Canton's
| hometown health plan.

Is your HMO in transition? Then take a look

at Blue Care Network. Your neighborsin
_Plymouth, Canton, and all over Michigan have

trusted us for years. And we offer the biggest
~* network you'll find anywhere, with more
- doctors and hospitals — including yours., -

It's the friendly hometown service and great
| care you're used to. And now, it’s there for you
o | in even more places, in and out of state. Talk
| | to your doctor or visit MiBCN.com/chooseblue
- | ' - tolearnmore.

Blue Care Network of Michigan Is a nonprofit corporation and
: ‘ . ' . independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assoclation.
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Sending a message

Protesters hope rally sways
McCotter on Iraq

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus
McCotter,R-Livonia, has been
a staunch supporter of the war
effort in Iraq,

On Tuesday night, more than
80 people, many of them local
members of the liberal politi-
cal action group MoveQOn.org,
staged a rally in downtown
Plymouth’s Kellogg Park hop-
ing to eonvince him to change
his mind.

The crowd observed
a moment ofisilence for
American soldiers killed in
Iraq, and read the names of
the more than 600 Americans
killed in the war since Jan. 1.

“It’s a religious and civil war,
and we don’t need to be there,”
said Canton resident Natalie

Mosher, who organized the
raily. “We're sending a message
to (McCotter) we want our men
and women to come home.”

According to Mosher, the
Plymouth rally was part of 2
national effort by MoveOn.
org to “raise awareness about
all the men and women we
have Jost.” Organizers hoped
the rallies, planned for before
Congress goes back into ses-
sion, would convince represen-
tatives to cut off funding and
set a timetable for bringing the
American military home.

Based on his feelings for the
war, Mosher knows McCotter
could be a tough sell. But she
believes he should listen to his
district.

“(McCotter) supports the
war, so obviously we're not on

“the same page,” she said. “But

2L 40 6 i alerney
BN eeter g

e New Hope Center for Grief Support in North\nlle and Plymouth
Townshlp s St. John's Golf & Conference Center are teaming up to try and
raise $25,000 with the ninth annuaf ‘Good Grief' golf outing. '

New Hope Center tees
|t up to fund programs

s BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER ,

The New Hope Center for
Grief Support in Northville
offers a variety of grief support
groups and workshops, includ-
ing a support group for kids at
St. Kenneth Catholic Church in
Plymouth Township.

In order to continue offering
thege groups free of charge,
center staffers know they have
to courit on the generosity of
local businesses and residents
for funding. And so far, the -
help has always been there.

That’s why Cathy Clough,
the executive director and
Plymouth resident, is confi-
dent next week’s ninth-annual
“Good Grief” golf outing, New
Hopé’s largest fund-raiser
of the year. A holiday event
genérally raises some $7,000-
$10;000, and the first “Hike for
Hope” at Northville's Maybury
State Park in May raised about
$7,000.

“It’s an extremely important
event for us,” Clough said of
the golf outing, which last year
raised some $22,000. “It’s
what allows us to offer all the
free support groups and work-
shops that we do, not only in
Plymouth, but the surround-
ing communities and around
southeast Michigan.”

This year’s event takes place

Resd

Sele ends
9/9/07

The Best Teacher Store In Town!
ces Devoted To Early Childhood Through Middle School:
' Worker Activity Books, BB Sets, Trimmers,

Decoratives, Ready Letters, Cut-Outs, Chardlets, Banmers,
DcskPIatcs,Incennvcs,PocketCharts,SmtmccStrtps,

Fadeless BB Paper, Writing Tablets, Manipulatives,
Games, Art Supplies and Morel

Daily $35 Gift Card Drawing:
Thru 9/8/07, defails in afore

Purchase Orders Accepted
Always Fresh Product!

The Parent Teacher Rescurce Center at The Doll Hospital in Barkely
5947 W, 12 Mitz, 248-543-3115 M-Sa 10-5:30 Thurs 10-8:30 - Call For Extended Hours 8/13/07-6K/07

Saturday, Sept. 8, with a 10
a.m. shotgun start at St. John’s
Golf & Conference Center in
Plymouth Township. The cost
for this four-person scramble,
which includes 18 holes of golf
with a cart, lunch, dinner,
contests and prizes, is $125 per
golfer (dinner-ozily tickets cost
$35).

The event also features ]we
and silent anctions, with items
such as use of an RV for a four-
day weekend and a week-long

‘stay at a Florida condo among

the items up for bid.

"Clough hopes the event
draws the maximum 144 golf-
ers {at press time, slightly more

‘than 100 had signed up), and

set a goal of $25,000. While
the ticket price is résponsible
for some of the money raised,
New Hope also counts on busi-
ness sponsorships, which she
said are slightly down this year.

“We obviously would like to
have a few more golfers, and
we also need business spon-
sorships,” Clough said. “We're
down on those a little this year,
and I know it's because of the
economy.

“Everything we do we do for
free, s0'we have to raise money
in order to keep doing it,” she
added. “The only way we do
that is through fund-raising
and through individual busi-
ness sponsorships.”

WANTED: OPINIONS

All types of peopte needed for one-day focus group
Interesting discussions, thought-provoking
material and free food are provided

$15-$18 per hour

Particpants are paid at the end of the day
586-806-0203

{No sales pitch, we promise)

Jerry Cobleigh holds a candle during the vigil in Plymouth’s Kelloqg Park.

if he would listen to his con-
st:tuents, people are not sup-
portive.”

According to Mosher, some
37 people registered on the
group’s Web site. But when the
rally started, more than double
that number had turned out.

And those who were there
believe McCotter could soon
start feeling pressure to alter

his position.

“] think (McCotter) is feel-
ing some heat right now,” said
Scott Craig, president of the
Northville Democrat Club,
who was in Kellogg Park
Tuesday night. “Some other
key Republicans have turned
against the war. Congress has
the ability to cut the funding
and set a timetable for getting

out, whlch is what we'd like to
see.”

The crowd was made up
largely of baby boomers, a fact
not lost on those who were
there. One woman sid she
noticed the majority of the
people in attendance were close
to her age, and she thinks she
knows why.

“I kept thinking, "Where
are the young people?” said
Plymouth resident Panla
Bowman. “They’re not here

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Livonia resident Melinda McMonagie opposes the war in lrag.

because there’s no draft. It's not
affecting them personally.”

That lack of impact and |
awareness is something every-
one should take note, Mosher
said.

“We really need to be
involved in this community,”
Mosher said.

“People need to become edu-
cated.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2706
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Twice the enthusiasm

New co-presidents hope to keep
Newcomers growing

It’s a double the dose of Iead-
ership for the social, civic and
charitable Canton Newcomers
Club, as they kickoff their 36th.
year with co-presidents Karen
Dumond and Holly Locke lead-
ing the 2007-08 season.

“Our constitution allows for
all positions to be shared,” said
Dumond. “But Holly and I are
the first to handle the presiden-
cy this way in the recent past.”

Locke, who has been a club
member for more than three
years, is the group’s former
treasurer and former co-direc-
tor of interest group activities.
Dumond has been a member
for five years and has served
as treasurer, newsletter editor -
and most recently co-~director of
fund-raising,

The two met ata
Kindermusik class in 2002
when their oldest sons were
11 months old. Once they dis-
covered their boys shared the
same birthday, they continued

to chat and have been friends
ever since. They hope to foster.

a similar environment and
opportunity for friendship at
the club’s monthly meetings and

20-plus monthly interest group

activities.

Club membership now
exceeds 130. The Newcomers
meet the first Wednesday of
each month (September - May)
for an adult activity or speaker
of interest.

The group will kick off the
new season with a meeting on
Sept. 5 at Workman Elementary
cafeteria at 250 Denton at
Cherry Hill and starts at 7:15
p.mi. )

“Give it a try,” Locke said.
“There is such a variety of
things to do and peopie to meet
that everyone can find some-
thing to be a part of. And don't
forget, you don't have to be

P]enty of socializing, “get to
know your neighbor” activities,

Franchased

Fun & Easy to Learn ¢ Singles & Couples Welcome

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

i

Karen Dumond and Holly Locke are the new co- premdenfs of the Canton
Newcomers

interest group sign-ups, and
refreshments by Carrabba’s and
Back Home Bakery are on the
September agenda. Their wel-
come committee greets every-
one at the door with a smﬂe,
gives out name tags, and pairs
new members and guests with
an existing member for the eve-
ning. On Oct. 3, the club will
host certified personal trainer
Tom Arbaugh for a discussion
about living a healthy lifestyle,
Going “Green”, Bingo Night
with prizes and a blood drive
are in the planning stages for
future meetings. The club will
return to Sunflower Clubhouse
{45800 Hanford) for the sea-
son’s remaining meetings,

urray

Dar‘aée Studios

Ballroom - Latin - Social

Bloomfield Hills
1926 S. Telegraph
248-338-6390

- Northville
42000 W. Six Mile
248-349-1133

www.arthurmurraymichigan.com

The Canton Fire Department
recently hired Adam DeCraene
as a full-time firefighter/para-
medic for the department.

DeCraene, 24, completed his
firefighter training at Oakland
Community College in 2004
and his paramedic training at
Oakland Community College
in 2006. He is currently in the
process of earning a Bachelor
of Science degree from
Madonna University.

Candidates for the Canton
‘ . Fire Department go through a

One of the club’s priorities
is community outreach and
giving back. A different non,
profit is chosen every month
and receives requested items
and a monetary donation raised
through a raffle. September’s
charity is the Susan G Komen
breast cancer initiative.

Details of monthly activi-
ties are available in the club’s
monthly newsletter, Canton
Connection. A complimentary
copy and more information
about this 2006 Community
Supporter award winning club
can be found by visiting canton-
newcomers.org, For more infor-
mation, call (734) 398-6487
before the meeting.

State Rep. Phil LaJoy's pro-
posed legislation to setupa
government commission to
review, investigate and collect
all necessary information to
streamline government and
eliminate wasteful spending
received approval in the State
Senate last week,

According to the Canton
Republican, Senate Bills 395~
398 will improve state opera-
tions and help eliminate the
budget crisis by using data col-
lected from state agencies and
departments to not only make
government more effective,
but also make it more efficient.
The cormmission will report to
the Legislature the complete
cost of each function, the total
number of full-time employees,

Canton hires new firefighter

g

. rigorous testing
. process that

- includes both

. ‘written and

medical and
psychological
examinations
and an extensive background
check.

To find out more about
opportunities at the depart-

DeCraene

‘ment visit www.canton-miorg.

5

Senate approves
LaJoy’s reform bills

how each function is funded
and the total cost of all func-
tions and services combined.

The bills now head to the
House for consideration.

“The great state of Michigan
is facing an unprecedented
budget crisis due to extreme

- overspending and government

waste,” LaJoy said in a press
release. “Yet some are telling
taxpayers that a billion dollar
deficit is their fault, and a tax
increase is the only solution. I
don'’t believe this is the case. I
believe that true government
reform will solve the problem
starting with the sweeping
measures in this legislation,

I urge House leaders to take
action immediately towards
real reform.”

FROM PAGE Al

but to the Canton community,”
Queen shook hands with well
wishers, who told him to “keep
(his) head down” and encour-
aged him to make memories
so that he could have stories to
tell his grandchildren.
Queen chuckled at the

" thought of his offspring’s off-

spring and said, “I dont know

RA0O

about that.” '

As Eileen Queen stood off
the side and watched her son .
talk, she said she’lf miss him,
but is happy he’s fulﬁllmg a

" personal dream.

“We may not know where
he is all the time, but we know
that God will know,” she said.
“That i is what will keep us

going.”

tiparks@hometowniife.com
(734) 459-2700
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The statue of the late police dog.Zeke faces Wayne Road, across from

Westland Shopping Center.

In honor of Zeke

Police officers
and K-9s turn out
for memorial's
dedication

8Y DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Doggone it. What was all the
commotion Wednesday morn-
ing that brought police dogs
and uniformed officers from 32
communities to the Westland
Veterinary Hospital?

Had Dr. Sharen Lawrenchuk
— highly regarded, upstanding
business owner — done some-
thing wrong?

Hardly. )

Rather, she had made a
remarkable gesture to support
the police dogs — especially
deceased Westland canine Zeke
— that have received loving care
at her Wayne Road elinic.

Lawrenchuk had a dedication
ceremony for 2 wooden statue of
Zeke, a German shepherd who
valiantly tracked down many 2
criminal with uniformed part-
ner Grant Allen before dying of
kidney failure Sept. 24, 2002.
Zeke was 6 years old.

“T still miss him,” Allen said
before the ceremony started.

Even though he now has a new
canine partner, Drago, Allen still
wears a necklace with a locket
containing ashes from Zeke’s
cremated remains.

Police dogs and officers from
Westland, Garden City, Redford,
Canton, Plymouth Township, -
Farmington Hills, Wayne and

. many other communities formed
alarge row in front of the vet-
erinary hospital to pay their
respects to Zeke.,

“This truly is a brotherhood,”
Westland Police Chief James
Ridener said, addressing the
crowd,

Zeke's statue faces Wayne
Road and stands tall, in a show
of protection for Westland.

Authorities praised
Lawrenchuk for her decision to
erect a statue to honor police
dogs. She hired Chesterfield
wood carver Milan Emil
Szkipala, who created his work
in June using a chainsaw and a
picture of Zeke. . ‘

Westland Mayor William
Wild told the erowd that police
dogs investigate 500 cases a year
in Westland alone, sniffing out
drugs and rounding up suspects
for a variety of crimes.

“To say that’s hard work would
be an understatement,” Wild
said. . :

Westland City Council -
President Charles Pickering
recalled attending a 2002
memorial service for Zeke that
drew police dogs and officers
from some 40 departments,

He called it one of the most
emotional services he has ever
attended.

Terry Foley, owner of the K-

9 Academy training facility in
Wayne, commended police offi-
cers for their work with canine
partners, saying they make per-
sonal sacrifices to do their jobs,

“Alot of them pass up promo-
tions to handle a dog,” he said.

Back in June, Allen had sprin-
kled some of Zeke's remains in a
concrete base that supports the
statue.

“I'm very honored,” Allen
said.

“Zeke would be honored and
humbled, too. I think he did
a very good job of taking care
of the police officers and the
citizens of Westland. This is an
honor for him.”

RYAN

FROM PAGE Al

firms.

" Another part of the plan,
according to Mardigian, is to
get the community involved.
The board is expected to begin
making presentations to the
community as early as this
month, and whichever search
firm gets the job is expected
to conduct community forums
to collect public input on the
qualities desired in a new
superintendent.

“We have to get the commu-
nity revved up and engaged,”
Mardigian said.

Board members expect
the position to be posted in
January, and hope to have
‘Ryan’s replacement signed to a
contract by the end of March.
According to Ryan, that timing
is eritical, because that's when

candidates will be seeking to
move On.

“The goal is to start inter-
viewing in March, because
that’s when people start look-
ing,” Ryan said. “Theyre doing
all the work up front.”

The new superinten-
dent is expected to begin
work July 1. In the interim,
Assistant Superintendent of
Administrative Services Ken
Jacobs is expected to serve as
superintendent pro tem.

Although Ryan got the job as'
an internal promotion when he
tock over for Kathleen Booher
in 2002, he said it's unlikely
the next superintendent will
come from within,

“There have been no identi-
fiable (internal) candidates,”
Ryan said. “H the board can’t
find someone in the search,
they could look inside. Right
now, the board is committed to
the search.”

FIRE

FROM PAGE Al

to get through this but it’s
been pretty emotional,”
LaMontagne said, adding
that at least one rider was
kept away from the agency’s

. offices on Monday.

“That person (thrives) off of
a routine so this might have -
been too much,” she said.

The vans, which were still .
smoking hours after the fire
had been extinguished, were
used by 60 people at least five
days a week.

The total program has
more than 260 riders.

On Monday, CWO used
temporary vans from its par-
ent company, Quest Inc., and
staff members drove riders
around in their personal
vehicles,

“We provided the ser-
vices as best as we could,”
LaMontagne said, noting
that it may cost as much as
$30,000 to replace each of
the vehicles. “We're hoping
and praying we can salvage
the sixth one because we
don’t have the money.”

The agency is accepting
donations.

While one portion of the

Haggerty Rd

FUR

.

cosmetic heat damage from

- . . ' : . .
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down power line lit the vans
on fire, another wire landed
on the roof of a néarby office
building and cansed damage.
Canton Fire Chief Michael
Rorabacher said the rooftop
fire extingnished itself.
CWO's offices sustained

the blaze. _

Although fire trucks
arrived at the office just
moments after a 9-1-1 call
was placed, Rorabacher said
the crew had to wait more
than an hour for DTE Energy
representatives to get to
the scene and cut the active
wires.

“By that time, there
wasn’t much left to burn,”
Rorabacher said.

According to its Web site,
Quest, 'which also offers a
residential program, “pro-
vides support services for
persons with special needs to
promote inclusion, maximize
independence and improve
quality of life.”

To make a donation
to CWO, log onto www.
Quest365.0rg or stop by its
offices at 5900 N, Lilley,
Suite 108.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Siding melted on the office building next to the blazing vans owned by
Community Work Opportunities, a nonprofit agency that transports
physically and emotionally disabled individuals to their jobs or community
activities.

tlparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700
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