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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Taking back
{0 schoo

shoppin

a new level

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

After rifling through a display of fleece
Jjackets, Missy Goshee's eyes traveled upward

gto

and then she

PLATO’S CLOSET
Where: 44720 Ford Road in the
New Towne Plaza
What: Resate shop featuring
trandy fashions primarily for
teens. The store buys and sells
brand name, gently used cloth-
ing such as Gap, Abercrombie
& Fiteh, Express, Hollister,
-American Eagle and more.
Phone; (734) 459-5029

and more, log onto www.platos
caset.com

For more info: For store houss -

paused.
SThat’s a
really cute
outfit up
there,” the
17-year-old
said in a near
whisper to her
sister, Morgan,
and friend,
Amanda Tran,
both 16.
~ Allthree
girls are
students at
Plymouth
High School
and were

Closet in Canton shopping for clothes for the

inside Plato’s

upcoming school year. In between checking

out dozens of pairs of jeans, Amanda said the
trio often stops in the store, which is located at

Please see SHOPPING, A4

her school.

www.hometownlife.com

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Jasmine Lauch, a student at Plymouth Christian Academy, searches for clothing for the new
school year. She often finds skirts that are both stylish and appropriate for the dress code at

Principal brings yé_ars of experience to All Saints

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Within an hour of utter-
ing that she may throw
her resume back into the
Catholic school principal

she had never-met.

The person on the other
end of the line asked the
Garden City woman if she
had any interest in inter-

. pool, Debrak Davidson got .
a phone call fromia woman ..

viewing for the principal’s
position at All Saints
Catholic School in Canton.
While telling the story
from her new office inside
the 11-year-old school on
Warren Road, Davzdson

ing é coup?e of weeks where
she thought her resume had
fallen by the way51de

' Please see PRINCIPAL, A4

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Early projections show
Plymouth-Canton Schools
is on track to continue the
trend of increasing-enroll-
ment, which could mean an
additional $1 million or more
for the district’s cash-strapped
budget.

Preliminary figures given by

Supt. Jim Ryan to the Board
of Education this week show
high school enrollment up by

& Eccentric
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(866) 887-2737 Number 15

@ The Observer

GANNETT

235 students from last year's
.official state count day in the
fall, middle school is up 31
students, with elementary
grades showing an increase of
55 pupils.

“Last year (at this time),
we were 149 down at the
elementary, and now we're 55
up,” Ryan said. “We ended up
about 50 down, so with 55 up
so far this year that’s a swing
of about 100 students, which is
encouraging.

“Mlddle school numbers

(cj,)

are always about right. While
the high school is up a lot, you
never know until students pick
up their schedules.”

Ryan is sticking to his pre-
diction the total increase for
the 2007-08 school year will
be about 200 students.

“1 still think we're a destina-
tion (district),” Ryan said. “If
we can get a little money from-
enrollment, a better audit and
if the state can get it together,
I think there’s hope to get the
budget deficit manageable.”

*Qverdraft Protéction is subject to-cradit approval. Low service fee applies.

hike could mean more money

The school board; in its bud-
get projections, estimated 183
new students for the coming
school year. Patricia Brand,
the assistant superintendent
for business services, said that
would result in about $1.1
million in new money for the
distriet. However, Brand said
she’ll wait to see what the final
tally is on official count day
before counting on the money.

“The reality is what number
we get in the fall, not what’s on
the sheet today,” Brand said.

1333W, Ann Arbor Rd+ Plymouth
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District has merit
P-CCS students among
best on first-yearexam

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton high
school juniors scored better
on the new Michigan Merit
Exam than many of the sur-
rounding districts, and much
higher than other Wayne
County and statewide scores.

Students at P-CCS
received higher scores in
math, reading, science,
writing and social studies
than their counterparts in
Livonia, Wayne-Westland
and Farmington. However,

‘Northville scored signifi-
cantly higher than Plymouth-’

Canton in most of the catego-
ries. |

This is the first year of the
Michigan Merit Exam, which
was designed to determine
how well-prepared students
are for college. The new exam
consists of the WorkKeys job
skills assessments in reading
and math; Michigan tests in
math, science, social stud-
ies and persuasive writing;
and the ACT college entrance
exam.

“Tt was just a strong effort
by our students and staff,”
said Mike Bender, director |
of secondary education for
Plymouth-Canton Schools,
“We put guite a bit of work
this past year, and in years
prior to that, gaining the
content knowledge on the
areas assessed and working
hard on test-taking strate-
gies.”

Statewide, more than half
of Michigan’s high school
juniors failed the math and
writing portions, with less
than 60 percent passing
reading and science.

“These results are about
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what we expected in this
first administration of the
Merit Exam,” Michigan
Board of Education President
Kathleen Straus said. “Ag the
new rigorous state gradua-
tion requirements are imple-
mented, and students are
exposed to more knowledge,
we will see an improvement
in the scores.” |

Despite scoring higher
than many districts through-
out the region and state,
Bender said it’s difficult to
assess how well students did
compared to the previous
MEAP tests because of the
differences in the exams.

“We have to treat thisas a
baseline year,” Bender said.
“When you look at each of
the categories, the state has
blended the results of the dif-
ferent assessments, making it
difficult to compare.

“As always, our process is
to examine ¢losely the
results and make some
decisions to continue to do
the things we do well, and
strengthen those of greatest.
need,” he added.

Plymouth-Canton
juniors received a composite
ACT score of 21.4, compared
to the statewide average of
18.8.

Bender did not have
the final number of stu-
dents who qualified for the
$4,000 Michigan Promise
Scholarship by passing the
math, reading, science and
writing portions.

Students who failed to

" . receive the scholarship can

retake the test as seniors in
an attempt to qualify.

thruscato@hometownlife.com
(134) 459-2700
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Exit opening d'EkiYEd ' Lighthouse Car Wash, 41869 secretary of the Indian Sfudent Presented by Axis Music arid

a_gain Ford Road in Canton, on Association, and member of local community partners, this

- The re-opening of the south-
bound I-275 Michigan Avenue
exit ramp has been delayed

Sunday, Aug. 26 from 8 a.m. - 5
p.m. Members of Chapter 528
will be there to wash and dry
off your cars. The money raised

the Key Club, Cross Country
Team, Student Congress and
Salsa Club. He has attended -
classes at U of M Dearborn and

free music and dance event
will also feature plenty of food.
Tt will feature local youth to
seasoned veteran performers

again until Thursday, Aug. 23,  goes to help all veterans. volunteered with the Special performing a variety of styhngs
The re-opening was extended - iohim Olympics. He is also a talented on an cutdoor stage.

in order for the contractor Scholarshlp winners dancer and rapper. Demonstrations from

to perform additional safety. " Helen Merenda and Rohen The HL.T. Ewald Foundation  local businesses will provide

repairs.

Improvements being done |

on the ramp include adding
an additional lane to provide
dual right and left turn lanes
and reconfiguring the median
crossover to keep trucks from

overtopping the existing curb.  overall scholarship record, more information, call the H.T. , e s
The traffic signal willalsobe  leadership abilities, community Ewald Foundation office at The Summit on the Park Hoopln for a cause
reconfigured and upgraded work, character and financial  (313) 821-1278 or visit the Web  community center will be

as part of the safety improve-
ments. The project is antici-
pated to be completed by late

Shah, both of Canton, will

both received an H. T. Ewald

Foundation scholarship on
Aug,. 4 at the Country Club
of Detroit in Grosse Pointe
Farms. Scholarship recipients
were chosen based on their

need.
Merenda of graduated from
Plymouth Canton Educational

was founded 79 years ago with
endowments made by H.T.
Ewald, founder and presi- , .
dent of the Campbell-Ewald
Advertising Company, one of
America’s largest advertising
agencies, For an application or

site at www.ewaldfoundation,
org. :

Tiny Tot‘program

the opportunity to see what
Canton has to offer while expe-
riencing a diverse series of live
music; art and fashion. For
more information, please call
(734) 844-0100.

Summit shutdown

. closed for annual maintenance

fmm 3.p.m. on Aug. 30 to 5:30
a.ni., Sept. 4. For.more infor-

Ladies Workout Express of Canton sponsored the first Hula Hoop for
Hope fund-raiser last month {o benefit the United Mitochondrial Disease
Foundation. The event was held iri memory of Sean Clark of Canton, who

September. Park. While in high school, mation, call Canton Leisure passed away in March of 2006 from Mitochondrial Disease at the age of
For more information on she was an exchange student The Plymouth Salvation Services at (734) 394-5460. 8 years old. A total of 13 people, who each hula.hooped for 30 minutes,
road projects going on in’ in Germany forone year and Army still has openings for A dt ' for Anni participated in the event and raised $3,000 for UMDF. Participants
Canton, visit www.canton- amember of National Honors  the Tiny Tots Preschool pro- uditions for Annie included (pictured) Lauri Martineau, co-owner of Ladies Workout Express,
mi.org. Society, Her communiity ser- gram. For 3-year-olds there is Canton’s Destination Theatre Ann Clark (Sean’s mother), and Liz Sholl (Ann’s sister). The money will be

Music Together classes

Harmony and Me presents
Music Together classes this
fall in Canton. Music and
movement mixed-age classes
for infants, toddlers and pre-
schoolers, and adults. Fall ses-
sion classes available Sept. 15-

Nov. 17, which include Saturday

morning classes.

"Open registration through
Sept. 5. Register on-line www.
HarmonyAndMeKids.com or

vice activities included working
with Habitat for Humanity,
coaching athletes in the Special
Olympics, volunteering in
senior residential centers and
serving as an aid in a kinder-
garten classroom. Merenda
plays the piano and flute and
takes ballet, tap and jazz at
Dancin’ Feet dance studio.

She will further her education
at the University of Michigan
~Residential College studying
linguistics and biochemistry.

a Monday/Wednesday class or
a Tuesday/Thursday class from
§- 11:15 a.m. The cost is $95
per month.

For 4-year-olds there is a
Monday/Wednesday/Thursday
class from 12:15-2:30 p.m. The
cost is $120 per month. There
is,a one-time registration fee of
$35 for all classes. _

For more information call
(734) 453-5464 or stop by
the office at 9451 8. Mam in
Plymouth.

announces open auditions for .
its fall production of Annie,
directed by Emily Sherman,
with musical direction by Ken
Pletzer and choreography by -
Debby Ash. Production-dates
are Oct. 25-27 and Nov. 1-3.
For complete information visit
the Destination Theatre Web
site at www.destinationtheatre.
Org.

Open Auditions are
Wednesday, Aug. 22, from
6:30-9:30 p.m. and Thursday,

used for funding of research, education and support of those effected by
Mitochondrial Disease. For more informatios, visit the Web site at www.
umdf.orq, where you can also make a tax deductible donation,

prepared to stay for 30~45
minutes. Enter the Village
Theater through the stage door
(off Presidential Way) at the
rear of the building. Note that
some parking areas behind the
theater are restricted to area

-residents or theater staff. There

i8 no fee to audition. Callbacks

the auditions, e-mail info@
déstinationtheatre.org.

Mom to mom sale

Tri-City Christian Center
in Canton is having their
Fall Mom to Mom Sale on
Saturday, Sept. 8, from 8:30
a.1m.-1 p.m. Table rentals are

call (248} 489-9330. Shah graduaied valedic- Cant m session Aug. 23, from 6:30-9:30 pin.  are Friday, Aug. 24, 6:30-9:30  sold to capacity with more
Car wash benefits torian with a 4.11 GPA from anten j d S o at the Village Theater at Cherry p.m. The cast list will be posted than 75 moms selling their

> Plymouth Canton Education The 2007 Axis Music Canton  Hill. Participants should online no later than Aug. 29. kids’ clothes, toys, baby
veterans . Park. He will attend the Jam Session is scheduled for 10  attend only one session. There are roles for adults equipment, etc. There is a §1

Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 528
Plymouth /Canton will be at

University of Michigan to
study medicine. A national AP
Scholar, he was president of
the National Honor Society,

r Tall t0 The I

=== Roofing and Siding Inc. Tmum
RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL

Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer
Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner
Professional Roofer Advisory Council

Family Owned and Operated for Over 45 Years

41700 Michigan Ave. * Canton » 734-397-8122
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trust in me.”

Indrani Nimmagadda, MD
Internal Medicine

To make an
appointment, or for
more information
about Oakwood
South Canton Internal
Medicine, please call
734.981.1206 or
visit ug on the Web at
www.oakwood.org.

Qakwood South Canton Internal Medicine,
staffed by physician Indrani Nimmagadda, MD
offers Internal Medicine services for men
and women with special focus on
geriatrics and diabetes.

She accepts most insurances.
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

Wednesdays - 1 to 7 p.m.
Saturday hours are available by appointment.

A free gift will be given to the first 15 new
patients who bring this ad in when they

Office hours are:

8:30 a.m. to 5 pm.

a.m. to 9 p.m., Aug, 24 at the
Willow Creek Shopping Plaza.

Arrive anytime between -
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. and be

. @bserver
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and children. Adult andition-
ers (age 16 and older) shouild
prepare a 1-minute monologue
along with 16 bars of a song

of your choosing (not from

the show) and come dressed
to move, Parents of children
(ages 6-15) who are interested

along with an audition form
1o complete prior to arrival
at auditions, Note that there
is a $125 participation fee for
children cast in the show,

For more information about

admission fee.

Tri-City is located at 3855
Sheldon Road in Canton, just
north of Michigan Avenue.

EMU alumni party

Eastern Michigan
University graduates of the

i in auditioning should visitthe  Last Decade (GOLD) are
olzi‘iieﬁz;g‘?is fLej e’ e cIaarnET HOMETOWNLIFECOM Destina,téon 'I‘heatre}YVeb site irfl_vited to attend a.ni end-
/ o \ . at www.destinationtheate.org, of-summer young alumni
' a@?ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁ ; *Aﬂ&iﬁ%:%g;:g?&ggg : HOW TO REACH US # | and download the Audition social hosted by the office for
£ ; - f Packet for Kids and Parents | alumni relations on Thursday,
Home Delivery/Customer Service ...... 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737) {PDF). Song selections and Aug. 23, from 6-8 p.m., at the
Newsroom ........ (734) 459-2700 FaX . ......(734) 450-424 short scripts are provided Corner Brewery, 720 Norris
Sports NIGAEINE .. oovvervvnernennnenenninn... 7309532104 | forkidstoprepare,andthe  Street, in Ypsilanti.
Classtfied ABVETtISINg «....vvvvveesseressss 1800- 579-SELL (135 | Packet contains important There is no cost to attend
Display AGVErtisng ................. eeeeireee 95325y | information for parents, and complimentary appetiz-

ers and drink specials will be

available. Alumni and guests

are asked to R.8.V.P. by con-

tacting the Office for Alamni

Relations at (734) 487-0250
or e-mail alumni.relations@
emich.edu.

The GOLD pregram is open |

to all EMU graduates of the
past 10 years and serves the -
alumni association by cater-
ing to.the needs of its younger
constituents. -

For more information ahout
GOLD or to suggest ideas,
contact Ken Ruppel at (734) -
487-0250 or visit www.emich.

! :u?\f::ek-;im edu/alumni/gold.
« A Spacious , .
“T always strive to provide the best possible * A More SChOOi Supply drwg
care to my patients knowing they have their The Plymouth Salvation

Army is collecting school
supplies to provide to needy
families in its Plymouth-
Canton-Northville-Belleville
service area. )

All types of school sup-

" plies are needed; however,

bl Salvation Army officials are

especially hoping to collect
backpacks.

For more information, call
(734) 453-5464.

: CANTON CINEMA |

© www,GQTLeom

AI_ITY 734 844-FILM
ATERS

Priced Right

'DETROIT’S BEST

Canton’s First Broadway-sfyle Christmas
AUDITIONS

for Experienced Dancers, Singers & Gymnasts Center
being held at Central City Dance

Aug. 18th & Sept. 9th

arrive for their appointment.

bt
il

T E X EEE

Qakwoed South Canton Intemal Medicine
42287 Cherry Hill Road, Suite D, Cantor, Michigan 48188
734,981.1206

Oakwood'

We specialize. In your

®

1 Mile Was1 af iKEA

A

® , v | MOVIE DEAL
G Smile with Svery Bits!” Auditions for Dancers ) . Auditions for Gymnasts ALL LOUNGER SEATS
Auditions for Singers ALL DIGITAL SOUND
@ @Q&@ﬁ& @ Ages 6-8 11:00-11:45 am All Ages  4:00-4:45 pm ALL STADIUM SEATING
@g § , Ages 9-12 12:00-12:45 pm Ali Ages  3:00-3:45 pm BIG sanE Ns
ﬁg . Ages 13-Adult 2:00-2:45 pm Singers must bring any photocard, a prepored piecz of eny  Plaosa armive 1/ hour bafore sehediuled nudion fime to
. ] Lancers must heing oy shato aed appropriote footwear: Tap, uliday Fuslc, register and warm-up, Parformers arriving lote vennot audition, 3 .
% A Llﬁlt‘ TdSTC Of AUThCDTIC . b shato oed f Ao sk, i D frmt d P ! d se oo Adulis Evening
a

@d/ﬂr Bulles shoes, and be prepared to lzarm o dance

combineion, Dancers wi be cuditioned o5 o gmup.

FAI.I. REGIS'I'RATION DA\'S

A non-refuntable quditon fee of $10 per sudent s dve ot
Tegiiretion. /

Middle Eastern Food Now in Cantont
Healthy « Fast « Fresh

Come experience fresh-baked breads and stuffed pies,
tasty sandwiches, hearty subs, and a cold deli filled with
- dips, salads and vegetable items. Fresh
juice, smoothies and homemade ice
cream are prepared with only the finest
ingredients. And don't forget o taste our
friendly fries! Friends Bakery & Subs is
ready to serve Canton with a
. SMile, @ warm atmosphere and
a clean environment,

Only Halat Meats Sekved!

M” Bekery g

Qg@!
42126 Ford Road » Canton
Between Haggerty & Lilley E .

734-844-0880

" Open: Sun.-Thurs. & am- pm
Fri.-Sat. 8 am-12 am

s N Students, Late Show,
2 Adults Untll 6 PM,
Xids, & Guniors

5 No passes Free drink refilts & 23¢ cott rall)

SHOWTIMES 8/17 - 823

" Every Monday |
!hr'z Frldavey

X0
“\-‘ -

A EERXEEREELE
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ALL SEATS

Mon 8/20 - Frl B/24
TMNT (PQ)
& INVASION (PG-13)
11:10, 1:30, 400, 6:40, %10
FRI/SAT LS 11:80
bl <> RUSH HOUR 3 (PG-13)
b 12:00, 2:30, 450, 7:20, 9:30 -
Ll FRI/SAT L8 11:40
L] STARQUST {PG-13)
00, 1:45, 4:30, 7:

Ly

FREE DANCE CLASSES for a year!
New for 2007-2008

" Tlu@ centrat city » Specially designed for ages 3-4

> Proschool Project * Build seif-confidence -
% “Jumpstart Your Dreams” ¢« Fun & Creative Movement
IR bl o & * Tap & Ballet Classes

1940, 2:19, 4:40, 7,10, 940
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (FG-13)

¢

e HAIRSPRAY (PG)
o 11:00, 1:35, 4:20, 6:55, 8:35
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Milford firm gets $1.7m
contract for sewer work

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

The Canton Township board
has awarded a Milford com-
pany a $1.7 million contract
to begin the first phase of the
township’s relief sewer plan,

The company, C&G Myers
Construction, will install 4,600
feet of Vylon plastic pipe along
the existing sewer pipe paral-
lel to the Rouge River from
Haggerty to just east of Morton

 Taylor.

The installation of the new
pipe, which is designed to pro-
vide relief to the current one, is
slated to begin after Labor Day.

Municipal Services Director
Tim Faas said the growth of
the township helped usher
in the need for the new pipe,
which was outlined in a 2003
report.

“This was no great surprise,’
he said. “Our sewer pipes are
too small to handlé the flow.”

This phase of the project is
the first of four to the relief -
sewer plan. All phases are
expected to be complete in
2010,

C&G Myers submitted one of
11 bids for the project and sug-

gested using a 42-inch diam-
eter plastic pipe rather than
reinforced concrete. Of the 11
offers, the Milford company
was the lowest qualified bidder.
The bulk of the work could
be complete by the end of
December. As the phase wraps
up, consiruction will begin on
a recreational trail next to the

BiLL BRESLER | STAFF P.HOTOGRAPHER

.Earfier this summer, Ben Montgomery fook part in a native plant rescue
along the Lower Rouge River, where a new sewer line and recreational trail
are planned. Here he has potted a quantity of wild ginger. Work will soon
start on the sewer line,

river.

The second phase of the
project will focus on building
the trail from Morton Taylor to
Canton Center.

Faas said the end of phase
one and the beginning of phase
two could run concurrently.

tiparks@hometownlife.com | {734) 459-2700

Vandals target foreign car

A Meijer employee contacted
police Tuesday after someone
rammed a cart into her 2007
Toyota RAV4 and left anote on
her windshield.

The 57-year-old Wayne
woman reported that she was
leaving her job at the Ford
Road store when she noticed
the damage to her vehicle and
discovered a handwtritten note
which said, “Who’s to blame
for the job losses? Look in your
garage!”

The woman said there was
no other damage to the Toyota
and that she was reporting the
incident because she leases the
Suv.

There are no suspects.

Girl, 3, exposed to sexual
activity

Canton Police have been
notified of a Child Protective
Services case involving a 3-
year-old township girl, who
may have been exposed to

DETROIT AREA

SIGNS & SYMPTOMS OF NAIL FUNGUS

Naif fungus wen’t get better on its own. Know the early
signs of nail fungus and get treatment right away.

Normal it derate™
Safe Cosmetic Elimination of Fungus Infected Nails

Foot & Ankle Health Centers

Dr. Michael Krupic ¢ Dr, K.D. Poss
Podiatric Physlclans & SurFAeons Of The Foot & Ankle

REA
30821 Sevea Mila Rd. (Bet. Middehelt & rm-mn) 248-478-1188
14590 W. Mehishals II!I {Bot. Hubihell & Stratteor) 813-863-3338 ]
NOVI AREA
41431 W, Ten Mile Rd. (Novi Piaza Meadewhroak B4.) 248-849-5569

COP CALLS

sexual activity.

The girl, according to her
mother, approached her one
night from behind, lifted up
her nightgown and licked her
bottom. After doing so, the
child made an adult joke and
told her mother that this was
a game that she, her father
and her father’s girlfriend had
played.

The woman told her daugh-
ter that this type of activity
was not a game and the girl
replied that her father’s girl-
friend had showed that she and
her father, 36, engage in that
behavior.

The case remains open.

Man finds counterfeit
money
A Canton man reported find-

ing a counterfeit bill cutside his
home Wednesday.

Why suffer from foot, ankle, or leg pain?

Come to the gffice that cares about you. Medicare approved.

' + Do you have Diabetes, Swollen Feet, Lags and Ankles?
Burning, Tingling, Gramping, Numbness or Uicers?

+ Do yau have Bunions, Hammertoes, Corns, Calluses?

= Do you have Discolorad, grown, Fuagus Nails?

= Sports Injuries, Fractures, Sprains, Skin Probizms?

« 2nt Opiniens » Ortholics « Warts — {hands &nd feet}

« Circulation or Nerve Problems? Wound Cape?

|« Chitdren's Foot & Ankiz Prcblems?

« Dishetic Therapeutic Shoss

» Varicose & Spider Vein Treatment

» Neuropathy Treatment

The man, 42, told police he
found a fake $10 bill near his
property on the 42000 block of
Redfern Drive,

_Police tagged the bill and
entered it into evidence.

Gas and go

Whether it was an honest
mistake or an attempt
to avoid the pain at the pump,
a motorcyclist skipped out on a
$9.05 gasoline purchase a
t a Marathon gas station Aug,
12,

An employee of the station,
which is located at Warren and
Lilley, told police the
man didn’t appear tobeina
hurry but didn’t pay for the
three gallons of premium gas
he put into his roadster-style
bike.

The employee says he was
unable to get the motorcycle’s

Jicense plate number.

Tiffan‘y L. Parks

Severe*

Wound Care Center] HEELS HURT??
Treating ail diabetic
wounds, ulceration & skin
infections that wen’t heal.

We Know Why And We Can Heip!
NEW SHOCK WAVE
"NON-SURGICAL
Treatment Consult Availabile

Senior Citizens:

Medicare, Blue Cross/Blue ;
Shield & most medical plans accepted

24-hour emergancy service & house calle avallable

PREMIUM MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT

AND HIGHER

BALANCES OF 350,006 -

Cheer for the
hometeam,
read today’s

SPORTS

section

Take Advantage Of incredible Storew:de Scwangs On -
Michigan’s Largest Selection Of La-Z-Boy® Home Furnishings!

% Living Room Sofa

SALE

599"

Compare At $879.99

: RocKer Recliner
Compare At $5 19.99 aqa.

509

A Pair With Coupon

; take An Extra $100 OFF A poir o Chairs ‘;?
! PLS..Take An EXTRA 20% OFF z
: Tables, Lamps & Accessories S
: PLUS...ONE YEAR FREE Financing!" *
% -some rasmcﬂ""s\ may apply * receamable only at below stora locations listed - -

ANN ARBOR: (734) 995-9800 » AUBURN HILLS: (248) 758-0800
CANTON: (734) 981-1000 » FLINT: (810) 733-5120
NOVI: (248) 349-3700 » STERLING HEIGHTS: (686) 247-8720

TAYLOR: (734) 287-4750

* Some restrietions apply; see store for complete detalls. Free financing offer avallable with approved credit to gualified buyers. 51859 minimum
purchase required for 12 month firancing program, No minimum purchase required for 3 or 6 month financing program. To avoid retroactive
finance charges on deferred payment (special terms) programs, customer must pay sub account balance in full hefore due date. The annual

percentage rate may vary (as of October %, 2006 the APR was 25.00%), Previous and/or additional transactions may affeot the monthly payment
and finance charge amounts. Some restrictions apply, see store for details. Financing and other promotional offers cannat be ombined:and

are ot valid en previous purchases. 30% deposit required on all layaways & special orders, See store for full details en all finaneing,
dellvery and price guarantes details. Featured items may not be stocked sxactly as shown, Photographs are representative of promotional
items actual selection may vary. LAZBOY and LAZ-BOY FURNITURE GALLERES are registered trademarks of La-Z-Boy Incarporated.

Not your typical bank?

What could be more interesting than more interest?

To open an account, visit your nearest branch or call 1.877-TOP-RATE.

Mamber FDIC. Fees may reduce earnings. Sae a banker for FDIC coverage amounts and transaction limitations. Accuunt cannot be actessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $5 000 minimuim opening deposit is required. Minimur transaction amount of $5,000 for chacks and withdrawals. Nongualifying transaction fes of $15 each for the first
3 transactions undar $5.000 In = statement perlog. Alf accounts and sarvicss are subject to approval, Premium Monsy Market Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collactes balance for new personal accounts: 5,00% APY for balancas of $3,000,000 and greater, 5.00% APY for balancas of $1,000,000 o $2,585,969, 5.00% APY for
balances of $250,900 to $999,999, 5.00% ARY for balances of 575,000 o 5248, 999 5,00% APY for balances of $50,000 10 $74,909, 4.75% APY for balances of $25,000 to $48,999, 4.75% APY for Dalancss of $10,000 to $24,899, 1 60% APY for balances of $2.500 to $9,999, 1.80% APY for halances up to $2.489. APYs accurats as of publication

date and may change befora or after account apening. Offer is valid in Michigan and illinols only.
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PRINCIPAL ing Resurrection Catholic her eyes and recalling the SHOPPING
LLE Church, which is on the same  times she had to dole out :
FROM PAGE Al sprawhng campus as the school suspensions to her off-  FROM PAGE Al
school. ' spring. :
“That was nothing but the Davidson, who started her Davidson, who still wor- 44720 Ford in the New Towne Plaza.’

hand of God,” she said, add-
ing that before getting that
first phone call she didn't
know too much about All
Saints, but had an inkling it
would be a good fit for her. “I
am so thrilled to be here and
everyone has embraced me.”

Davidson, the product of 12
years of Catholic education
herself, said while she wanted
to jump at the oppertunity to
guide All Saints, she didn't
plan on doing so without
the blessing of the leader-
ship at St. Dunstan Catholic
Elementary School, 2 Garden
City school where she had
been principal. The mother
of two had been at the school
for eight years.

After getting the thumbs-
up from the administration
at 8t. Dunstan, Davidson
then attended Mass at
the four founding par-
ishes of All Saints, includ-

new job Aug. 1, has gone from
having 175 students at St.
Dunstan to nearly 600, and
her staff is nearly four times
larger.

In between meeting
with teachers and parents
and getting ready for the
first day of classes Sept. 5,
Davidson joked that she has
yet to take a tour of the entire
school.

In her office, Davidson has
a lifelike replica of her cat,
Chloe, curled up on a chair
and several photographs
of her sons, Iain, 18 and
Seamus, 15,

Calling her oldest “a rock
star” and her youngest “the
scientist,” Davidson letgs out a
sarcastic sigh when recalling
the.years she spent as their
principal at St. Dunstan.

“It was delightful and I
loved every minute of it,” she
said, while playfully rolling

ships at St. Dunstan’s, said
she’s been awed by her wel-
come to All Saints.

-Joan T. Dudley, the woman
that placed that first phone
call to Davidson, is the
assistant principal of the
pre-K through eighth grade
school and said she was talk-
ing to another person about
the principal’s position and
they happened toamention
Davidson.

“She is delightful,” Dudley
said. “She has good experi-
ence and good expertise and
is a great addition to our
staft.”

For more information
about the school, which is
stil} accepting students for
the new year, please call (734}
459-2490 or log onto www,
allsainiscs.com.

tIparks@hometcwnlEfe._com
(734) 459-2700

Customer Service,™
estimate.

kitchent

Remodeling vour sxpesiaions,

313.730.2103

r:r BEAUTIFUL IS
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We are Chuch Sikora and Sandy LnBarge. We are Kitchen Tune-Up.

You've got a vision. A fresh new look for your kitchen, bath or business.
Please allow us o help We are the Owners of the Livonia based franchise
of Kitchen Tune-Up.” We are the only remodeling company that offers In-Tune
Whatever your vision, please contact us -today for a free

GEQBS50510

Chase Free Checking™ with direct .deposit

Now with the most branches in Michigan.

gives you more free

access to your money Including 8,500 Chase ATMs nationwide, free
i .

{hase Oniine Bill Pay, a free Chase Visa® Check Card with Zero Liabllity

protection” and free personalized voice, text and e-mail alerts. It's more

than free, it’s the freedom to bank when, where and how §*€m want.

CHASE 6

*Zero Liability protection - Chase reimburses you for any unauthorized card transactions made at stores, ATMs, on the phone or online when reported promptly,

©2007 [#Morgan Chase Bank, N.A, Member FDIC

“They have a lot of good stuff that's really
cheap,” she said.

Morgan said Plato’s Closet is a teen’s para-
dise.

"I get a lot of stuff here,” she said, laughing, *
'The store, which is owned by husband and
wife, Paul and Gina Wells, is a resale shop that

prides itself on stocking affordable, trendy
items. The Wellses, who own other stores
including in Novi, say since they've arrived
in town, they've help take school shopping to
another level.

“Just the other day, there was a mom in here
from Flint that had drove to the store in Novi
before coming here,” Gina Wells said. “I wish

this was around when our kids were teenagers.”

Paul Wells said the back-to-school hustle is
pivotal for Plato’s.

“It's been crazy,” he said. “This is our
Christmas. A lot of moms really appreciate this
place.”

The store, which is targeted at girls but has
a guys section, offers a slew of shiny, studded
and sequined belts for $3, $4 and $8. A row of
various blue jean jackets are priced at $15 and
dozens of stilettos, pumps and flats are marked
at $6 and $8.

“What separates us from other resale stores
is that we dre very selective about what we
accept,” Paul Wells said. “Our customers know
they can expect quality”

According to the chain’s national Web site,
www.platoscloset.com, the store prefers to buy

It's about more
than dance...

Our passion is helping
children be the best
that they can be!

Open House Registration: August 13th-16th & 20th-23rd  6:00-8:00 caon mgur

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTCGR.
Plato's Closet owner Giria Wefls sorts and prices

. clothing.

items that were featured in retail stores within
the past 12 to 18 months.

Gina Wells said she’s always had a thing for
resale stores and appreciates the standards of

“the Minneapolis-based company.

“We've had alot of girls come in (to sell their :
clothing), who only like to wear things once,”
she said. “Others have said they've bought
something they liked, but couldn't find any--
thing to go with it so they want to sell it.”

Paul Wells said the “perfect customer” will
arrive at the store with items to sell and then
leave with new purchases. “We love the concept
that it’s an exchange,” he said.

tiparks®hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

Boys and Girls: Ages 2 1/2 thru Adult
Beginner through Advanced

16312 Middlebelt Road, Livonia 48154

{between 5 & 6 Mile Roads)

734-524-0104 www.feltondance.com

THURSDAY-SUNDAY
AUGUST 23"

1,000’s of items priced to selll

WhatisutjWorth
SATURDAY, AUGUST 25"

10am -1 pm
Get a FREE expert opinion on
what your treasures are worth!

Visit Our Snack Bar

We are your official
Ebay Drop Off center...

35323 Plymouth Road e Livonia

134-513-2577

Mon.-8at. 10-8; Sun. 11-6

- 26"

Assistait

~3JC= 030 T=TWOIO==- <O

-
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Daimler without Chrysler should be a good investment

Dear Rick: About two years
ago Iinherited Daimler
Chrysler stock. I have

more favorable capital gain
treatment.
Understanding the basics

income you earn from
the buying and selling of
investments. The capital

bonds as part of an IRA under
the mistaken belief that when
they take a distribution it will

succeed,
The share price of both
companies suffered. The break

| long-term
investment, I
i see no problem

been holding on to it and it retaining up will allow both companies  be tax free. This is not the case. gain bracket is most likely of taxes is important for -
has risen nicely. Now that ¢ Daimler- the flexibility needed to In atraditional IRA where  your lowest tax bracket. The investors. Knowing that tax-
Cerberus has purchased Chrysler stock.  succeed in a global economy. you deduct your contribution, - maximum capital gainrateis  free bonds do not belong in
Chrysler, what is supposed I believe the Even though Daimler paid you have no basis in your 15 percent. an IRA and knowing what
to happen to the stock and 8 “divorce” a heavy price to separate investment and whatever is - Ordinary incorme is what investments go where in the
do you advise keeping it or Money Matters between from Chrysler, I believe the removed is subject toincome . ydu earn from your labor. The  portfolio can allow you to keep
selling it? ‘ Chrysler company's future lgoks bright.  tax, It does not matter what ordinary income bracket is more money in your pocket
The sale of Chrysler to Rick Bloom and Daimler _ the investment is, the money . typically your highest. For most — where it belongs.
Cerberus Capital Management o esesson EveDtually will  Dear Rick: Youhad acaller - withdrawn is taxable. Because  people, the ordinary income '
is complete. The new Chrysler be good for onyour radio showwhohad  tax-free bonds pay less interest  bracket is 28 percent but can Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
is now owned by Cerberus both parties. tax-free bonds in an IRA. than a taxable bond, thereisno be as high as 35 percent. adviser. His Web site is www.bloo-
(80 percent) and Daimler (20 The merger of equals, which  You told the callertosellthe  reason to purchase one within When investments grow massetmanagement.com. You can
percent). the Daimler-Chrysler deal bonds. Ididn’t hear the entire  an IRA. Understanding the tax deferred (401k, IRA ora hear Rick live from noon to 3 p.m.
If you owned Chrysler stock  was advertised as, was in answer. L have tax-freebonds  basics of tax laws is important  variable annuity) the money Sundays on WDTK-AM {1400). If you
and it was later converted effect a takeover of Chrysler. in my IRA. Should I sell? and can save money. Asa is taxed at one’s ordinary would fike Rick to respond to your

questions, please e-mail Rick at
rick@bloomassetmanagement.com.

income bracket when it is
eventually withdrawn, not the

The cultures between the
two companies never meshed
and, coupled with problems
U.S. automakers face, it was

into Daimler-Chrysler stock
you would retain an interest
in Daimler. You will not own
shares in the new Chrysler.

Anyone who has tax-free
bonds in an IRA should sell
immediately and look for better
investment opportunities.

taxpayer you should know the
difference between ordinary
income and capital gain
income.

If you are looking for a

difficult for the merger to

Jordan named O&E
marketing manager

Choya Jordan, formerly
general sales manager of
WGPR-FM, is the new
marketing manager at the
Observer & Eccentric/Mirror
Newspapers. She replaces
Cathy Young, who moved to
Arizona earlier this year.

“I'm excited about working
with such a well-respected
media organization,” Jordan
said. “I'm impressed with how
many people who say ‘this is
my newspaper’ and how many
people feel connected to their
Observer or Eccentric.”

Jordan, 40, holds a bach-
elor’s degree in communica-
tions from U-D Mercy and a
master’s in management from
Lesley (Mass.) College.

Jordan has extensive
experience in sales and

marketing. Before becom-
ing general sales manager
at WGPR, she worked as
an account executive for -
Crawford Broadcasting, She
also worked as a district
sales manager for GM in the
Chevrolet Division.

“Choya will add a new
dimension to branding
the O&E and Mirror,” said
Peter Neill, vice president
and general manager of the
O E/Mirror Newspapers.
“Her approach to marketing
the products and keeping us
connected with the communi-
ties will benefit not only our
papers, but the communi-
ties in the O¢E and Mirror
distribution area. She brings
a wealth of knowledge and
experience to an arena which

People purchase tax-free

Capital gains is typically

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Choya Jordan is the Observer and Eccentric’s new marketing manager.

is constantly being redefined
in the fast-changing world of
multimedia.”

Jordan, 40, is a Detroit resi-
dent. She volunteers at Let
Them Come Baptist Church
in Detroit.

Jordan can be reached at
(734} 953-2142 or via e~-mail at
chjordan@hometownlife.com.

Laurel Park launches Internet, phone service

Laure! Park Place in Livonia
announced the launch of a new
service which allows consumers
to find any product, brand or
sale available in the mall using
the Internet or mobile phones.

Detroit area shoppers can
now search the mall before
they visit (at the mall Web
site) or while shopping (using
then' cell phone), and have all
coupons, sales, and product
information at their fingertips.
This unique service is powered
by NearbyNow, Inc., the first
company of its kind to provide

Internet and mobile search
technology for shopping cen-
ters and retailers to drive in-
store foot traffic.

To search the mall from
home, consumers simply go to
Laurel Park Place’s Web site at
http://wwwlaurelparkplace.
com and use the search box to
quickly search over 600,000
products at the mall. When
shoppers find products they
want, they can click “reserve
this product” to put an item on
hold at the store.

Shoppers already in the

Arthritis Today

JoserH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY

18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152

Phone: (248} 478-7860

the result as knee pain,

knee joint against sudden movement,

structures that make up the knee joint.

needs avaluation.

\‘

OTHER REASONS FOR KNEE PAIN

Ostecarthritis is the best known reason for knee pain. However, other conditions can make
the knee swell and cause you to limp. These other problems include a madical or lateral
maniscus injury, straln on the knee ligaments, or & tear in the guadricaps tendon. In addition,
the prepateliar, anserine and fibular bursa that are hear the knee, can become Inlfated; you feel

The different causes of knee pain require different therapies, therefore your doctor must
evaluate your knee carsfully. Examining the joint allows him to determine i fluid is present, an
important finding, as the compesition of the fluid invarigbly provides dlagnestic information.

Examination also incdicated if the problem comes from the knee or the surrounding
structures such as the bursa or quadriceps tenden. Furthermors, if examination shows that
your pain is greatest behind the knee, vour docter can be more confident that the source is the
knee itself. The reasen is that strain and pain follows from the hamstring muscles splinting the

The results of the examination guide your doctor as to what imaging tests, if any, he wil
order. Fer arthritis, weight beating, (standing) films suffice, For possible ligament tears, an MRI
is in ordler, as that procedure is that best way to visualize the ligaments and spectal carlilage

In sum, since arthntls I3 only one of several reasons for knee pain, almost all knee pain

www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com

osossq?zad

mall can use the mobile search

service to locate products and
sales by texting the letters ‘LP’
to NEARBY (632729). Next
they will receive instructions
on how to search hundreds

of sale items in the mall by
typing “jeans”, “shoes”, or any
other item they text. Shoppers
can also find mobile-only sales
and special offers available at
the mall.

Enpvation tver il s g™

* Affordable Pricing

* 0% Financing Available
* Extended Warranties
* Quality Installation

(734) 525-1930

Our 33rd Year!
URITED TEMPERATURE

\ 8919 MIDDLEBELT  LIVONIA |

Hnurﬁ:‘
Maon-Sat
9.5

-313.255.1581

ive Mi ;
Redford Twp. ¢+ M!I 4HE39

httpy/clockwond.isconl.net

HOURS
M-TH 4-10
FRI & SAT 4-1

ity

" We cater ings, sha, family un:ans,
corporate and family functions

32777 W. Warren » Garden City
Just East of Venoy
734-421-1510
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Back to School
SALE!

Now Through Sept. 1st

All Children’s Cloihmg

Buy One, Gef One
for 49¢*

All Adult Clothing
Buy One, Get One
for 50% off*

Great Selection!!!

* Second item must be of equal or fesser value

Only at our locations in...

Livonia................ccooouuneee.... 33600 Plymouth Road
Wayne................
Garden City.............
Dearborn Mts............
Romulus.................5875 Middlebelt

CLOTHING NEEDED! Call (734) 728-3939 for nearest drop off location -
or o schedule pick-up of larger items.

g R T AT T A

.......... 28987 Ford Rood
coererenn 8525 Telegraph Road
.......... 34620 Michigan Ave.

W e e WA o A
1‘-'I‘-'I‘-'I‘.'I‘-I‘-'I‘-'I-’-l‘.-i‘-’l‘-f-l‘-!- '.f-in

qnmgmao

T o A L L L A U L A g

I-'AN'I'AS'I'IG
SAVINGS!

Bone-in i’resh

CENTER CUTS
'PORK CHOPS

Mike's Fresh
KIELBASA or
SWEET OR HOT
ITALIAN SAUSAGE

Fresh Skinless B§|eless j

\CHICKEN
BREAST

Family Pack

Boneless

Bﬁlﬁﬂmcn S

Fresh Sliced

SARA LEE |
LUNGHMEAT

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com
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Madonna director Rivera
honored for efforts to
bridge metro Detroit divide

BY ALEX LUNDBERG
STAFF WRITER

nities of southwest Detroit
together focused on AIDS,
mental health and organizing
vouth.

He was also a cultural fig-
ure as the Latin-Caribbean
musical host of “Caribe
Serenade” for 15 years on
WDTR. As a member of New
Detroit’s Cultural Exchange
Network, he helps plan the
organization’s multicultural
leadership programs as well
as the annual Concert of
Colors.

New Detroit President and

Osvaldo “Ozzie” Rivera
has been working his entire
career to bring people
together across the gulfs of
race, economics and ethnic-
ity. He was honored for his
work recently by New Detroit
at its annual Closing the Gap
awards dinner in June,

Rivera is the director
of multicultural affairs at
Madonna University and is
in charge of developing pro-

Osvalde “0zzie” Rivera, director of multicultural affairs at Madonna
University, was honored by New Detroit with a Closing the Gap Award. Rivera
said only a perpetual conversation between different groups can help unite a
widely segregated metro Detroit area.

“Throughout his entire career
he’s brought people together
and shown that one person
can make a difference.”

segregation, both economic

and racial. - :
“There’s a big disparity in

economics,” he said. “The

grams that bring people of
diverse backgrounds together.

CEOQ Shirley Stancato said
Rivera was chosen for his long

Rivera won the award as an
individual. Awards were also

fault lines are race, ethnicity,
economic, educatlonai and in

www.hometownlife.com

YWCA accepts sign-ups
for Head Start, school
readiness program

Jump start your child’s
education with the help of
the YWCA of Western Wayne
County’s Head Start and
Michigan School Readiness
Programs.

These free, pre-school
programs are available
to children ages 2 1/2-5.
Parents have the option of
home-based or center-based
programs, with the pro-
grams available at locations
throughout the area.

Children learn valuable
skills needed for future
socialization and educational
growth in the programs.

“We have a dedicated staff

association with causes and
organizations trying to bridge
the racial divide in metro

He’s been active for a very
long time. In 1976 he founded
the Youth Activities Center

given out to organizational
and corporate entities. New
Detroit also honored food

to meet the needs of Latino Detroit. relief organization Forgotten
youth through recreation, cul-  “He has dedicated his Harvest and DTE Energy
tural activities and education. personal and professional with Closing the Gap awards
He was also the president of  life to opening doors and this year.

Latino Family Services, which
worked to bring the commu-

getting people of all colors
to work together,” she said.

Rivera said the big problem
in the metro Detroit area is

Dollars spent with local businesses
stay in our community!

gmoutk s premiey pm,f»\’ca
one—on~one pevsonal training studio

Trainar 4 &oat

Customized progvams, nutvition,

cavdio traiuning and move (n
private, fully-equipped training suites
fov comfort and privacy.

265 N. Main Street » Plymouth, Mi
734-254-9424

www.ftplymouthmi.com

SHOP & DINE WHERE YOU LIVE
Stimulate your local economy! Dollars spent with lecal
husinesses stay in our communities!
Our Shop & Dine pages are currently available
in our Observer Newspapers:

Livonia, Plymouth/Canton, Redford & Westland/Garden t:ltv
Te advertise, please ¢all 734-953-2153 for more information and
fo be connecied tn your sales representa ive!
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they’'ll never know what life

that encourages skill devel-
opment and makes learn-
ing fun for the child and
their families,” said Karen
Murphy, YWCA chief execu-
tive officer.

“These programs are won-
derful opportunities for
children to become excited to
learn and foster their imagi-
nations!”

The YWCA Head Start
Program services youngsters
living in Dearborn, Dearborn
Heights, Inkster, Redford
and Garden City. The
school readiness program
services 14 communities
in western Wayne County
- Westland, Garden City,
Canton, Plymouth, Belleville,

housing.”

He said the hardest part is
getting the ball rolling,

The problems he laid out
are long-standing and a lot
of people are convinced that
there’s no way to even get
started. Almost worse, he
said, is that a lot of people
expect there to be a magic -
bullet.

“With music, you can start
the discussion but it must
be an ongoing discussion,”
Rivera said. “If people don'’t
interact on a regular basis.

for the other is like.”

alundberg@hometownlife.com
(734) 953-2109

LAW OFFICE '

Robert 5. DBaber, FC.

ROBERT L. BAKER

Attorney at Law

Specializing in: o
* Personal Injury

* Medical Malpractice
* Wrongful Death

44670 Ann Arbor Rd., Suite 140
Plymouth, MI 48170 .
734 455 530(} Fax 734 455 5301

. DEDB541423

Dearborn, Livonia, Dearborn
Heights, Inkster, Northville,
Romulus, Taylor, Wayne and
Van Buren Township. .

For more information
or to enroll a child, call
the YWCA's Education
Department at {313) 561-
4110, Ext. 19.

The YWCA of Western
Wayne County also has many
opportunities for college stu-
dents to build on their career
skills through internships. . ..

Internships are available in
comminications, media rela-
tions and computer informa-:
tion services. = -

Additional opportumtxes
are available in early child-
hood education, education
administration, social work -
and women’s studies just to
name a few. 4

*Our internship programs
offer flexible schedules for
busy college students and "~
credit for class coursework,”
said Murphy. “Our internship
program is structured to help
students implement the skills
they've learned in the class-
room for real-world, profes-
sional experience.”

For more information
about internship opportuni-
ties, call Erin Evans at (313)
561-4110, Ext. 14 or contact
her by e-mail at eevans@
YWCa-WWC.0Ig.

.Pheasant Run :
Golf Club |
46500 Summit Parkway
st Canton, MI 48188
q§§5§§§§;;:’ 'f %45} LEE. %ﬁx@i}

ey, Fe  |GISUIE.CANYON-ME.OPY
I Gedf ok

I Number of Holes 27
Par 72 » Yards 7050

Directions: -275 W, on Ford to .
Canton Center (south) to Summit Pkwy (west)

|* Koppemick

Warren Ave,|
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With a few attitude adjustments
every community can be “‘cool’

erhaps no initiative by Gov, Jennifer
Granholm has been more ridiculed and
maligned by her opponents than the Cool
Cities Initiative.

Republicans love to grumble that the state
needs jobs, not more coffee houses and fern bars,

Makes a great soundbite, but deliberately
misses the point that certain kinds of amenities,
certain styles of human interaction, invite the
kind of economic growth that creates jobs and
the people who will fill those jobs.

Many communities are now trying to find
those key ingredients that will attract young
adults to their communities. In an interview ses-
sion, the three candidates for mayor in Livonia

all mentioned the need to attract
B and keep young adults in their
community, a community that
was sucecessfully built ona differ-
ent model.

At one time Livonia was the
cool city, a city without a center,
g city of subdivisions. Many of
those subdivisions had large lots
and no sidewalks, defying anyone
» to take a stroll. But in postwar

America, Livonia was a model of

the good life.

Those big, leafy yards were a stark contrast
and break from the tight lots of Detroit. In
the age of the automobile, who needed to walk
around town when you could drive to a mall or
a strip mall? A thriving industrial zone along
a rail line guaranteed a steady tax base to sup-
port solid government services and an excellent
school system.

That was a good model, one that worked for
generations of Livonia families; and other com-
munities (Canton, West Bloomfield, Troy) in
metro Detroit were built in the same way. And
many of those communities formed strong neigh-
borhoods withintheir municipalities.

But it was hard to attract and keep young
people, who couldn’t afford those homes and
didn’t like not having a town center where they
could walk and interact. And the model also
didn’t appeal to older residents who remembered
the closeness of traditional small towns and city
neighborhoods, where every need was within
walking distance, where people sat on their
porches or met in the town square. Something
had been lost.

. The cool cities idea was a recognition of that
loss and a recognition of the success that some
older-style suburbs and towns were experiencing.
Birmingham became a trendy downtown for the
northern suburbs. Royal Qak adopted a “leave
the kids alone” philosophy that created a vibrant
mix of restaurants, coffee houses and music
venues. It also reinvigorated the town's residen-
tial market. Plymouth and Northville began to,
upgrade their downtowns, suddenly realizing
what an asset they are,

More recently, west Dearborn has revitalized
its business district by integrating hip businesses

with townhouse living. When government money-
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Tastes and needs change. At one time, enclosed
malls seemed an exciting alternative to freezing
while winter shopping in the city. As the malls
developed, the big city retail center died. But over
time, suburban teens, withouf-a town center, were
dropped off at the malls.

for downtowns became available, several towns
tried to create downtowns where none existed
— Novi and Canton. :

‘The candidates mentioned a multiplex movie
theater and a bustling rec center as examples
of “cool” things in Livonia. One also advocated
making Livonia a “hot city” with wi-fi connec-
tion.

Tastes and needs change. At one time, enclosed
malls seemed an exciting alternative to freezing
while winter shopping in the city. As the malls
developed, the big city retail center died. But over
time, suburban teens, without a town center,

‘were dropped off at the malls.

The malls became Jess and less appealing to
many shoppers. The new trend is toward open
shopping areas or big box stores made to look like
old-style towns.

The governor is right. Young people, especially
those identified as the “creative class,” do not
hanker for a split-level home on a half acre of
land (at least not yet). They are drawn to towns
with town centers, especially college towns
where all residents take advantage of what the
college brings to the town. They see the subur-
ban model as isolating, especially for those who
are coming from somewhere else. They are more
open to diversity in people and activities. They '
see a problem-with sprawl and appreciate the
smaller homes and lots of the older suburbs. They
like the idea of working near where they live and
recreate, They like mass transit. (See www.cool~
cities.com)

‘What does that mean for our once cutting-edge
suburbs? Does every community have to become
“cool” based on some particular thermometer to
measure “coolness?”

Livonia has an opportunity to draw on its
strengths — good schools, an excellent park sys-
tem, a good tax base (though troubled by the cur-
rent economy) and excellent home stock. What
“cool” could it and other subdivision communi-
ties add — more walkability and bike routes,
more town-like developments and fewer strip
malls, better connections through mass transit
with other communities, more mixed use, new
urban-style developments rather than more
sprawling subdivisions.

Those communities will survive and thrive
with the good things they offer already, but they
need to adapt to fit their old model with the new
(thch is really a return to the 61d).

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at, (734} 953- 2149
or by email at hqaflaqher@hometownhfe com.
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Mining ¢
natural

f you've taken a drive north this sum-
mer, you've probably seen the billboards
advertising Michigan.org — & Web site
promoting the state and its travel destina-
tions. They're certainly hard to miss.
Most of the ones I've seen feature a
photo of some scenic vista showcasing
Michigan’s natural wonders. I particularly
like the one where the guy is sitting in a
‘canoe on what looks like a wilderness lake
with a brilliant sunset in the background.
Just looking at it takes the stress away
(especially if you're stuck in a traffic jam
on I-75).

Michigan has been
blessed with some out-
standing natural resources
- something the billboards
are trying to promote. We
are trying to sell this “natu-
ral Michigan” image not
only to our residents, but to
1 the rest of the country, in

an attempt to lure some of
those tourist dollars away
from more exotic locales.

Most Mlchlganders take pride in our
natural resources — from the Great

Lakes and thousands of inland lakes and
streams, to our forests, dunes and even
our farms.

You have to wonder, then, why the
Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality has given the green light to a
controversial nickel mining project in the
Upper Peninsula near Marquette that will
ultimately reap very few benefits for our
state and its people. In fact, I would argue
that this mine will do more damage than
the project is worth — at least for our state.
Despite guarantees from the company,
Kennecott Minerals Corp., the mine could
cause irreparable damage to the natural
resources we profess to care so much about.

This mine is fot your grandfather’s
mine. It would be the first “sulfide mine”
in the state’s history, in which Kennecott
will drill inte sulfide rock to extract
nickel, copper and other minerals. The
problem is that when this sulfide rock is |
brought to the surface, it leaches sulfuric

acid and toxic heavy metals (acid mine
drainage). The mine's opponents — and
there are many — believe these toxic by-
products will end up in the pristine Yellow
Dog and Salmon-Trout rivers and, ulti-
mately, in Lake Superior.

Despite Kennecott's promises ofasafe
mine, the fact is sulfide mines elsewhere
in the world have a nasty legacy of pollu-
tion and natural resource degradation. In
fact, in 2003, Kennecott was responmble
for two of the five most polluting mines in

-the country. Is that what we want for one
. of the most pristine corners of our state?

ecision sells state’s
resources short

_Gov. Jennifer Granholm professes to
eare about our state’s natural resources, .

yet it is her administration that is allowing

this project to move forward, despite all
the questions that still remain. And there
certainly doesn’t seem to be any signifi-
cant opposition in the state Legislature.
Qur elected leaders are standing silent
on this issue and refusing to fight for our,
natural legacy.

We know what is at stake for Kennecott-
and its parent company Rio Tinto, an
international corporation based in the

- U.K. The company will reap billions of

dollars of profit. Yet what will this mine
mean for Michigan? Jobs? Kennecott will
only employ a couple of dozen employees
for the life of the mine, which is expected
to be about a decade. All the profits will
be shipped out to London. Certainly there
will be some tax revenue, but for how
long? And is it worth the cost?

The Salmon-Trout and Yellow Dog riv-

ers are both undeveloped, and in an area -

that is as close as you will get to true
wilderness in Michigan. The Salmon-

Trout is also notable because it is the last |

river in Michigan to sustain a significant
population of coaster brook trout, which
are giant brook trout that live in Lake
Superior for most of their lives, but move
upstream to spawn.

The coaster has kind of been the poster
child in this debate about the mine.
There’s a very good chance if it goes ~
forward, we are seeing last days of its,
existence in Michigan, which is a shame

-because brook trout are not only our state
fish, but they.are a symbol of our wilder- ..

ness past.

The other thmg that scares me is, once
Kennecott gets in and starts extracting
money, you can pretty much counton a
slew of others to follow suit, and they will

have precedent on their side. As far asI'm_~
concerned, the MDEQ’s recent decision is-~

like granny ringing the dinner bell, and
yelling “Come and get it!” And once the
hordes of mining companies come, what
else will we lose?

The MDEQ will hold a number of public
hearings around the state about the mine
in September. If there isn’t a significant

amount of public opposition, you can pret-

ty much count on this mine moving ahead.

Since it seems our leaders are unwilling
to do anything, I suppose it will be up to
the little guy to defend our natural legacy.
If we fail, some of our wildest rivers and
forests will be poisoned, but at least We’il
have some pretty billboards.

Kurt Kuban is co'mmun‘tv editor of the Canton
Observer. He welcomes your feedback at kkuban@
hometownlife.com or (734) 459-2700.
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