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Canton truck
driver gets
four years for
fatal accident

BY KURT KUBAN

STAFF WRITES

A Canton truck driver
was sentenced to four
years in prison Tuesday
for causing a 2006 acci-
dent that killed several
studerib from Indiana's
Taylor University. The
accident garnered
national headlines
because authorities
confused the identities

of two of the crash vic-
tims.

Judge Brian
Hutchison of Indiana's
Jay Circuit Court
sentenced Robert F.
Spencer, 38, to eight
years but suspended
four years, which he
will serve on probation.
On May 29, Spencer
pleaded guilty to five
counts of reckless homi-
cide and four counts of

JENNIFER TA

Canton truck driver Robert Spencer is led by an Jay County Reserve Deputy Clint Conweil,
left, and Jay County Sheriff Ray Newton into the Jay County Courthouse in Portland, Ind.
on Tuesday for sentencing.

criminal recklessness
resulting in serious
bodily injury.

Spencer has already
served more than a year
behind bars, and with
time offfor good behav-
ior, he could be released

in about a year, accord-
ing to the prosecutor
in the case. The judge
also fined Spencer
$5,000, ordered him to
perform 500 hours of
community service, and
permanently took away

his commercial driver's
license.

"Your driving days
are done as a way of
making a living" Judge
Hutchison said when he

Please see DRIVER, A5

Michigan
Avenuejamp
opening
delayed until
this weekend

BY KURT KUBAN

STAFF WRITER

Motorists and business owners wait-
ing for the Michigan Avenue exit ramp on
southbound 1-275 to re-open are going to
have to show a little more patience.

Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) officials have delayed the ramp's
opening until this weekend.

"We're looking at Saturday, probably
towards the end of the day. That's our
anticipation," said MDOT spokesman Rob
Morosi.

The ramp was closed in July and was
originally scheduled to be re-opened last
week, which was then pushed back to Aug.
15. Construction crews could not make that
deadline, however, due to wet weather last
week.

Morosi said the main hang-up now is get-
ting power to the new signal at Michigan
Avenue.

"We're waiting on some, work from DTE
for the new signal that is being installed.
Once we can get that power hooked up and
everything along that line, we can open up
that ramp," he said.

Business owners near the ramp have,
been frustrated with the closing, and have
seen a sharp decline in business.

The project, which is being done by
MDOT, involves creating an additional lane
to provide dual right- and left-turn lanes
and reconfiguring the median crossover to
keep trucks from overtopping the existing
curb.

Traffic signals will also be
reconfigured.

The roadwork began in June and is
expected to last until early September.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Public affection
Love it or hate it, crews began placing public art throughout Canton's DDA this week, including
"Surprise Kiss", a bronze statue by artist Mark Chatterley, which was installed in front of the
Canton Cinema. It is one of 11 sculptures that will be placed along Ford Road in front of various
businesses. In celebration of the new temporary art, which will cost the DDA $15,000, a meet
and greet reception is scheduled at 7:15 p.m., Aug. 24 at the Willow Creek Plaza. The ceremony
will include musical entertainment, and will be attended by some of the artists.
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Fewer kids could be
walking to school

BY TONY BRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

It appears the effort by the
Plymouth-Canton Schools
Board of Education to save
$206,000 in busing costs by
increasing the elementary
walking distance from a mile
to 1.5 miles will net only a frac-
tion of the desired cost savings.

After complaints by parents
about unsafe walking condi-
tions, the board — at its June
26 meeting — reduced the
number of affected students
from 2,400 to 641. The bud-
get savings dropped to about
$40,000.

At Tuesday's meeting,
more residents cornplained
about young children cross-
ing busy streets to get to
Dodson and Bird elementaries.
School board President Judy
Mardigian requested Supt. Jim
Ryan once again evaluate the
busing situation, which will
most likely result in little, if
any relief, on the budget.

"Our Trailwood subdivi-
sion has no snow service...

we're concerned when the
weather gets bad it's going to
be dangerous for the kids," said
Matt vanRuiten of Plymouth
Township, who represented 10
families. "And Bird can't han-
dle the number of cars."

Bruce Christenson of Canton
Township, whose children walk
to Dodson, said students in the
Fairways subdivision would
be crossing a busy Glengarry
Road to get to class.

"Children will have to weave
their way through the subdi-
vision, and there are a lot of
crossroads, a lot of courts and a
lot of traffic," Christenson said.

Mardigian, said the safety of
students —• not money — is the
main concern.

"We've made exceptions for
safety issues, and we need to
review and evaluate it again,"
Mardigian said. "If there are
buses already in their neigh-
borhood with space available,
that would be a nice compro-
mise."

tbruscato@hometownlife.com

(734) 459-2700
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Joan and Guy Bellamare are using a new way to sell their house.

New firm helps sellers
move properties without
the hefty commissions

BY TONY BRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

When Joan Bellemare
describes her 1,500-square-
foot ranch home on 2.1 acres
in Canton Township, it sounds
like alittle piece of heaven on
earth.

"It's close to everything you
need, but yet it's like being
Up North, the deer just pass
through here," said Bellemare
of the three-bedroom home
with cathedral ceilings, a walk-
out basement and five-car
garage. "It's so peaceful, your
blood pressure drops 10 points
when you come up the drive."

However, with home sales on
a downward spiral and mort-
gage foreclosures at record
numbers, not even the gods are

much to the disappointment
of Bellemare and her husband,
Guy.

"We've had it on the market
for about a year," said Joan
Bellemare, "but, we've only had
a few nibbles."

The Bellemares, whose home
was appraised at $400,000
last year, started with a sell-
ing price of $385,000. Since
then, they've dropped it several
time's, and are still having trou-
ble getting interested buyers at
$349,000.

The Canton couple sold three
previous homes themselves,
saving thousands of dollars in
Realtor commissions.

"However, it was at a point
where we thought we'd have
to get a Realtor involved," said

Member FOK

For concert series schedule visit our
Community Calendar at www.newtibertybank.com

e of heaven,

_ _ _ _ _

APARTMENTS .

AUTOMOTIVE

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

HOMETOWNLIFE

JOBS

MOVIE GUIDE .

OBITUARIES

OPINION

PINK
REAL ESTATE

SPORTS

B3
C5
87
D1
810
E14
A14
A10
D4
B3
C1

Please see HOMES, A7

1 Coming Sunday
in Health

Vaccinations prevent
infectious diseases

1 ̂ fif ': ' B̂
1 ^Eiiiill" ' f^m

1 •^^^Srl



A2 to Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, August 16,2007 LOCAL NEWS www.hometownlife.com

Canton's Family Barbecue
Splash

The Summit on the Park
aquatic staff will be hosting a
family barbecue on Saturday,
Aug. 18 from 3-5:30 p.m. at the
Summit on the Park Aquatic
Center, located at 46000
Summit Parkway. The event
will have a Hawaiian holiday
theme.

Families will swim in to the
aquatic center pool and then
spend some time participating
in family craft and games on
the patio. In addition, all par-
ticipants will receive a hot dog,
chips, and drinks.

The registration fee for a
family of four is $22 for mem-
bers, $25 for residents, and $33
for non-residents. Each addi-
tional participant is $5 each.
Please register prior to the
event. To register online for the
Family Barbecue Splash, visit
http://leisure.canton-mi.org or

call (734) 394-5460.

Summit shutdown
The Summit on the Park

community center will be
closed for annual maintenance
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from 3 p.m. on Aug. 30 to 5:30
a.m., Sept. 4. For more infor-
mation, call Canton Leisure
Services at (734) 394-5460.

Auditions for Annie
Canton's Destination Theatre

announces open auditions for
its fall production of Annie,
directed by Emily Sherman,
with musical direction by Ken
Pletzer and choreography by
Debby Ash. Production dates
are Oct. 25-27 and Nov. 1-3.
For complete information visit
the Destination Theatre Web
site at www.destinationtheatre.
org.

Open Auditions
Wednesday, Aug. 22, from
6:30-9:30 p.m. and
Thursday, Aug. 23, from 6:30-
9:30 p.m.
at the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill. Participants should
attend only one session.

Arrive anytime between
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. and be
prepared to stay for 30-45
minutes. Enter the Village
Theater through the stage door
(off Presidential Way) at the
rear of the building. Note that
some parking areas behind the
theater are restricted to area
residents or theater staff. There
is no fee to audition. Callbacks
are Friday, Aug. 24, 6:30-9:30
p.m. The cast list will be posted
online no later than Aug. 29-

There are roles for adults
and children. Adult audition-

ers (age 16 and older) should
prepare a 1-minute monologue
along with 16 bars of a song
of your choosing (not from
the show) and come dressed
to move. Parents of children ,
(ages 6-15) who are interested
in auditioning should visit the
Destination Theatre Web site
at www.destinationtheate.org,
and download the Audition
Packet for Kids and Parents
(PDF). Song selections and
short scripts are provided for
kids to prepare, and the packet
contains important informa-
tion for parents, along with an
audition form to complete prior
to arrival at auditions. Note
that there is a $125 participa-
tion fee for children cast in the
show.

For more information about
the auditions, e-mail info@
destinationtheatre.org.

Mom to mom safe
Tri-City Christian Center

in Canton is haying their Fall
Mom to Mom Sale on Saturday,
Sept. 8, from 8:30 a.m.-l p.m.
Table rentals are sold to capac-
ity with more than 75 moms
selling their kids' clothes, toys,
baby equipment, etc. There is a
$1 admission fee.

Tri-City is located at 3855
Sheldon Road in Canton, just
north of Michigan Avenue.

EMU alumni party
Eastern Michigan University

graduates of the Last Decade
(GOLD) are invited to attend
an end-of-summer young
alumni social hosted by the
office for alumni relations on
Thursday, Aug. 23, from 6-8
p.m., at the Corner Brewery,
720 Norris Street, in Ypsilanti.

There is no cost to attend
and complimentary appetiz-
ers and drink specials will be
available. Alumni and guests
are asked to R.S.V.P. by con-
tacting the Office for Alumni
Relations at (734) 487-0250
or e-mail alumni.relations@
emich.edu.

The GOLD program is open
to all EMU graduates of the
past 10 years and serves the
alumni association by catering
to the needs of its younger con-
stituents.

For more information about
GOLD or to suggest ideas,
contact Ken Ruppel at (734)
487-0250 or visit www.emich.
edu/alumni/gold.

Leadership Canton
Leadership Canton is now

accepting applications for the
2007-2008 leadership class.
Leadership Canton is an eight
month class from October
through May, designed by the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
in cooperation with the Canton
Township. Established in 1994,
Leadership Canton's main goal
is developing leaders to meet
the challenges of the future.
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• Accounts insured to $350,000

• Friendly, professional service at an office near you

COMMUNITY

Call or stop by a Community Financial office today!

(734)453-1200 (877) 937-2328 toll free www.cfcu.org

PLYMOUTH C A N T O N CANTON (SUMMER 2007) NORTHVILLE N O V I
500 S. Harvey 6355 N. Canton Center 47463 Michigan Ave. 400 E. Main 43350 Arena Dr.

*The 5.30% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) requires an active checking account and is available on deposits of $1,000 or more with new money not currentiy on deposit at
Community financial. Select from any "traditional" term certificate from 90 days to 5 years. Rates effective 7/03/07. Rates cannot be combined with any other bonus rate offer
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It's a program that has been
developed to help current and
potential leaders broaden
their awareness of leadership
opportunities in the Canton
Community.

Each daylong seminar
includes a lunch, and is held
at a different location around
Canton, where the group will
tour the facility and have a
guest speaker that is an expert
in the field. Participants will
learn a wide range of specific
topics aimed at educating the
participants in important top-
ics essential to the communi-
ty's well being. The class meets
once every month at various
locations around the com-
munity and discusses topics
like, The Nature of Leadership,
Community Development,
Business and Economic
Development, Business and
Economic Development Health
and Human Services, Local,
County and State Government,
Education, Public Safety
and the Justice System and
Challenges of the Future. The
registration deadline is Aug. 17.
The class costs $800. To sign
up or for more information,
contact the Canton Chamber of
Commerce at (734) 453-4040,
or visit www.cantonchamber.
com.

School supply drive
The Plymouth Salvation

Army is collecting school sup-
plies to provide to needy fami-
lies in its Plymouth-Canton-
Northville-Belleville service
area.

All types of school supplies
are needed; however, Salvation
Army officials are especially
hoping to collect backpacks.

For more information, call

(734) 453-5464.

Chiefettes fund-raiser
The Canton High School

Pom Pon team will be hold-
ing a car wash fund-raiser
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Aug.
18 at the Fastlane Quick Lube
Oil Change at 5881 Canton
Center Road, on the west side
of the road, between Ford and
Warren roads. Make a dona-
tion to show your support for
the Canton Chiefettes and get
your car cleaned in the process.
For more information, e-mail
Kimberly Mabie at kmabie@
comcast.net.

Art exhibition
The Village Theater at

Cherry Hill is hosting the
artwork of Ron Depentu
of Canton through Sept. 2.
The exhibition is a result of
involvements ranging from
near photographic like images
to nonobjective expression.
Throughout the years, Depentu
was constantly involved with
the investigation and utiliza-
tion of appearance of depth
and motion on a two dimen-
sional surface that gradu-
ally progressed to the actual
penetration, raising, bending,
and building up of material.
His works are in private col-
lections in New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Florida,
California, and Washington.

The show is free and open
to the public Monday - Friday
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Friday
and Saturday from 7-9 p-m.
and Sunday from 5:30 -7:30
p.m. For more information
about activities at the Village
Theater visit www.canton-
mi.org/villagetheater or call
(734) 394-5300.
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More than
compete in Senior Olympics

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Last year, Gloria Cifaldi
won a silver medal in the
football toss. Or, wait, maybe
it was the frisbee toss. Or it
could've been the ring toss.

Either way, Cifaldi, 64,
of Canton says she had a
ball in the Western Wayne
County Senior Olympics and
is thrilled about this year's
activities, which kick off
Monday.

After throwing out a cou-
ple of the competitions she
was in, Cifaldi chuckled and
said she thinks she got the
silver for the frisbee toss.

"That was great, but it
wasn't about that. I was .
there more for the fun," she
said.

The Olympics will open
Monday, Aug. 20, with an
8 a.m. 5K run in Heritage
Park. Other activities
include the traditional
breakfast at 9 a.m. and the
opening ceremonies at 10
a.m.

Janet Brady, Canton's
senior program supervisor,
said more than 400 people
from 16 communities have
signed on to participate in
the festivities.

The five-day event, which
includes competitions such
as tennis, baking, creative
writing, swimming and
shuffleboard, will feature
residents from Westland,
Livonia, Plymouth, Garden
City, Redford Township,
Wayne, Belleville and Van
Buren Township.

"It's amazing to see this,"
Brady said. "All you can
say is 'wow.' We are all very
excited."

Open to western Wayne
County men and women age
50 and older, gold, silver and
bronze medals are up for
grabs — even if not too many
people seem to want them.

"It's a fun thing — my
friends and I cheer each
other on," said Rose Treusch,
73. "We get a little chuckle
out of it. It's more fun than
competitive,"

Treusch of Canton plans to
participate in the ring toss,
soccer kick, softball throw,
frisbee toss and photography
contest.

"I'm always going around
taking pictures and a couple
people said, 'Why not get in
that photo contest?' I'm not
a professional, but I think it
will be fun," she said.

The 2007 Olympics
include several new competi-
tions, including a 12-mile
bicycle contest.

"I think people really
enjoy being with each other
and being active," Brady
said.

"They get out there, have
fun and form friendships."

The event will close at
noon Friday, Aug. 24, with
a banquet at Fellows Creek
Golf Club. Spectators are
welcome to attend the com-
petitions.

For more information, call
(734)394-5485.

tlparks@hometownMfe.com

Spin, Win & Cash In
at the New MGM Grand Detroit!

August 13th-August 30th
Be the first to experience the all new MGM Grand Detroit
during Wheel of Winnings! Come in to our current property for
your chance to win exciting prizes like FreePiay, great new
MGM Grand Detroit swag and Dining Comps, redeemable
at the all new MGM Grand Detroit, opening this fall.

• Come in every Monday-Thursday, Noon - 8pm, for your
chance to spin and win!

• Spin the Wheel of Winnings by matching the last number
of your Players Club Card with the daily random number
displayed throughout MGM Grand Detroit Casino.

• Win prizes redeemable at the all new MGM Grand Detroit,
opening this fall.

Your Players Club Card is Your Key to Our New House!
See Players Club for details.

While supplies last,

s siience
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

There were debates about
the plight of Lotz Road hom-
eowners in danger of losing
their properties and the salary
increases of township officials,
among other topics impacting
the Canton community. And
then came the spam mail. •

The Canton Voice Web site,
the brainchild of Township
Trustee Todd Caccamo, was
shut down recently after a
hacker tapped into the site and

began using it to send massive
amounts of spam mail.

"While I'm (mad), at the
same time, I'm happy that we
were getting enough traffic
that someone thought they
could use our site to make
money," Caccamo said, adding
that the site is being rebuilt.

Gary Kliczinski, Canton
Voice's Web master, said before
the site was shut down, the
undetected hacker sent out
tens of thousands of spam e-
mails.

Kliczinski said the site is

worth rebuilding.
"(Canton Voice) had issues

that brought the discussion to
the community level," he said.

Caccamo, who joked that the
site could Ve been hacked into
a by a 12-year-old in Alaska,
agreed that it has a place in the
township.

"It was honest contact," he
said. "As a politician, I thought
it was a great tool and it was a
success."

tiparksthometownlife.com

{734) 459-2700
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All Under Cover.
No Pets Please.
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Friday, September 7
Healthy Living Showcase
?-IQp.m.
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Meet instrustors, participate in short class
chsck uut fitness roams and go for a swim i n i

Monday, September 11
Career Open House
Pharmacy Technician
Caregiver Management
5 te 7 p.m.
McDoweil Center, RoomilO
Livonia Campus

Get an overview of pharmacy tech and
caregiver management careers, take part In a

nd-answEr session and enjoy free

Both events are free and Qpents the public.
No reservations required.

For
734-462-4448
continiJ8.dlschDQlcraft.edu
www.schoolcraf -
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Auditions planned for youth orchestra
. The Celebration Youth
Orchestra (CYO) will be hold-
ing auditions for the 2007-08
school year on Friday, Aug. 24,
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Evola
Music, 7170 North Haggerty
Road in Canton.

Auditions, which must be
scheduled in advance, are open
to string students ages 9 and
older with at least one year of
instruction, and wind, brass,
and percussion students ages
12 and older with at least three
years of instruction. Students,
who may live anywhere in
Southeastern Michigan, are
asked to prepare one scale in
any key and a piece of their
choice. Percussionists will be
provided with a snare drum, •
but will need to bring their
own sticks.

Starting this fall the CYO
will have three ensembles: The
Celebration Strings for string
students with a minimum of
one year of study, Celebration
Sinfonia for string, wind,
brass, and percussion students
with at least three years of
study, and the Celebration
Youth Symphony, for the
most advanced students in all
orchestral sections.

The CYO is supported by the
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society (PCSS), and is dedicat-
ed to challenging and inspiring
students through high level

Celebration Sinfonia in 2006.

ensemble training and the per-
formance of standard and new
repertoire.

CYO students have several
unique performance oppor-

tunities, including side-by-
side concerts with both the
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra
and Orchestra Canton.

To schedule an audition or

PHOTO BY JAMES JACOBY

for more information please
contact the PCSS office at
(734) 451-2112, or by e-mail
atjane@plymouthsymphony.
org.

PHOTO BY JAMES JACOBY

The Celebration Sinfonia brass
section includes Kristin Braun (from
left), Joy Chen, and Aaron Scott.

CYO cellist Morgan Bacot

PHOTO BY BRYAN BEER

Free checking
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Helpful Advice. Service from

people who make it easy for you

to stay in charge of your money.

Combined Monthly

Statement. Easy to read,

less paper to manage.

Free Online Banking. Check

balances, view check images

and transfer funds.

Free Bill Pay. Pay bills online

from any Key checking account

and save on postage.
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An IPod® nano is yours free

when you open a Key Express

Free Checking Account and •

make a combination of two direct

deposits or automated payments

each of $100 or more*. A better

offer, a better bank...what are

you waiting for?

To take advantage of our
iPod nano offer, visit your

neighborhood KeyBank
branch, call 1.877.888.3681
or visit key.com.

KeyBank

•Free Checking only applies to a Key Express Free Checking Account. You must open a Key Express Free Checking {this Is Hie basic banking
account In NY) or a Key Advantage Checking Account between July 21,2007 and August 24,2007, and make a combination of two direct deposits
and/or automated payments each of $100 or more by October 26,2007 and you will receive your IPod* by December 15,2007. Automated payments
excludes Key Bill Pay and debit card automated paymsnts. Offer available to Individuals without an existing checking account at KeyBank as of
July 20,2007, Employees of.KeyBank, its affiliates and subsidiaries are not eilglble.for this offer. Limit one free iPod nano per qualifying account.
Limit one free IPod nano per Individual. Offer valid while supplies last. Tits value of the IPod nano will be reported on Form 1Q99-INT. If you
close your account within 180 days of account opening, you will be charged a $25 account early closure fee, Accounts overdrawn or ciosed as of
October 26,2007 are not eligible for this offer, Account titled as Trust Accounts, Non-Individual, Estate, and Mo Access are excluded from eligibility, ̂ DU
must have a US. mailing address on October 26,2007 to be eligible, The IPod nano shipped may differ from the IPod nano shown. Offer Is subject to
cancellation without notice, and cannot be combined with any other offer. Other miscellaneous charges may apply. iPod nano is a registered trademark
of Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple is not a participant of this promotion, Key,com Is a federally registered service mark of KeyCorp.

KeyBank is Member FDIC

Las Vegas Night!

Don't gamble on missing the excitement1

We'll give you odds that you'll have
an exciting evening.,.donrt let

Lady Luck pass you by!

Reserve your space by August 24,2007

14707 Northville Road • Plymouth
Located Just South of 5 Mile Road

Professionally Managed by Senior Village Management

PRICES EFFECTIVE THRU
SUNDAY AUGUST 19, 2007.

MIDWEST BEST
WHOLE BONELESS

PORK
TENDERLOIN

MICHIGAN

BI-COLOR
SWEET CORN
EACH

11

KELIOGG'S
FROSTED FLAKES. U OZ.. RAISIN BRAN,
20 OZ, RICE KRISPIES. 12 OZ., APPLE JACKS,
CORN POPS, OR FROOT LOOPS. 15 OZ.

GENERAL MILLS
GOLDEN GRAHAMS, 12 OZ..
TRIX. 10.7 OZ, OR CHEERIOS, 8.9 OZ.

QUAKER
CAP'N CRUNCH PEANUT BUTTER,
CRUNCH BERRIES. OR LIFE, 20.7 OZ. - 21 OZ.,
OR OATMEAL SQUARES, I« OZ.

WWWJUSCHS.COM
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The 3 E's
gives business group look at D.C.'s view of Michigan

BY SUE MASON

STAFF WRITER

There were no protest-
ers nor was there a mention
of the Iraq war when U.S.
Congressman Thaddeus
MeCotter stopped by to talk
to members of the Garden
City Chamber of Commerce
last week.

Instead, the Livonia
Republican spent the time
talking about the three E's
- the economy education and
employment.

MeCotter expressed frus-
tration at trying to make his
colleagues understand that
Michigan is vastly differ- .
ent than other states, that
while they are experiencing
economic growth, "what is
happening here is a one-state
recession."

"Las Vegas is experiencing
1,000 new residents a week;
in the rest of the country,
unemployment is 4.6 percent,"

Theadeus MeCotter

MeCotter said. "In Michigan,
more people are employed by
the state than in manufactur-
ing."

The congressman stressed
that it's the people of

Michigan who must make
sure their state is economical-
ly competitive. Government
will not lead the people to
prosperity.

"It's going to be the creativi-
ty and the genius of the people
of Michigan to lead it to pros-
perity," he added.

The Northeast and Midwest
are losing population to the
South, MeCotter predicts that
state will probably lose one
House seat in the next popula-
tion count.

The state also is losing its
young people, a loss MeCotter
calls the "subsidizing of work-
ers for other states."

"Michigan can't com-
pete with Indiana for jobs,
Michigan can't compete with
India for jobs," he said. "The
people of Michigan have to
make this state economically
competitive."

When asked what could
be done at the federal level
to control college tuition,

MeCotter told his audience he
couldn't see anything coming
from the federal government
to "hold down tuition." College
costs have increased higher
than health care costs and
part of the problem is a lack of
competition, he said.

"A lot of students want to go
to college and as the numbers
increase, you would think
the universities would want
to keep their costs down to
attract more students," he
said. "But they don't do that,
they don't compete."

MeCotter believes there
should be rewards, like more
federal money, for colleges
and universities which do
keep tuition down.

"If we continue to subsi-
dize them, they will spend
the money as they see fit," he
said. "The federal government
keeps giving them money, but
it doesn't seem to be going
to the students, it's going to
administration.

A bright spot for the state
in Washington is the lack of
higher fuel standards in the
current energy bill. MeCotter
said it took a bipartisan fight
to prevent the government
from "arbitrarily raising stan-
dards."

"In Washington, they
believe the auto industry is
responsible for the problem
of global warming, when it's
the auto industry that is the
leader in green technology,"
he said.

He also told his audience
that their taxes will be going
up, by and large the result of
a stance that new programs
must be "revenue neutral" or
"pay-go."

With pay-go, the govern-
ment must find the money to
spend, while revenue neutral
means changes in the tax
structure must produce the
same amount of revenue.

MeCotter disagrees with
both concepts. He said the

idea of revenue neutral is the
same as putting a hole on the
other side of the Titanic to
deal with the first hole and
then patching it.

"Government doesn't pay
anything, you pay for every-
thing," he said.

"Our greatness comes not
from the growth of govern-
ment, but from the people.
People solve the problems,
that's.the greatness of govern-
ment."

Listening to MeCotter,
Jacqueline Schatz of the
Schatz Marine Insurance
Agency and director of the
Garden City Downtown
Development Authority, didn't
hear anything new about the
federal government. However,
she did find his remarks illus-
trated the idea that "it's easy
for those who aren't involved
to judge."

smason@hometownlife.com
(734)953-2112

DRIVER
FROM PAGE A1

sentenced Spencer, according to
an AP story.

On April 26,2OO6; Spencer's
tractor-trailer smashed into a
Taylor University van carrying
a group of students and staff
on Interstate 69 in northern
Indiana. Authorities believe
Spencer had driven at least
nine hours more than allowed
by federal rules without tak-
ing a rest and fell asleep at the
wheel.

The story drew national
headlines after the coroner
misidentified one of the stu-
dents killed as one of the

survivors of the crash. The
mistake wasn't discovered .
until five weeks later, when
the family of Laura VanRyn, of
Caledonia, Mich., realized that
the woman they thought was
their daughter actually was
Whitney Cerak, of Gaylord,
Mich., another Taylor student
who has recovered and is
attending classes at the uni-
versity.

In addition to VanRyn, three
other students were killed in
the crash, as well as a Taylor
University employee.

"I know I'll have to deal with
this the rest of my life,"
Spencer said at his hearing on
Tuesday, according to the AP
story.

Back to School
SALE!

Now Through Sept. 1st

All Children's Clothing
Buy One, Get One

for 491*
All Adult Clothing
Buy One, Get One

for 50% off*
Great Selection!!!

* Secm6 Hem must be of equal or lesser value

Only at our locations in...
Livonia 33600 Plymouth Road
Wayne 28982 Ford Road
Garden City 8525 Telegraph Road
Dearborn Hts 34620 Michigan Ave.
Romulus 5875 Middlebelt
CLOTHING NEEDED! Call (734) 729-3939 for nearest drop off location

or to schedule pick-up of larger Hems.

V

!
i

in

RENOVATE!

. WE ARE CHANGING OUR LOOK.
Does your yard need a face lift? Are your plants over-
grown? Will you have a Labor Day party, or graduation
party next year? We can help. Call our design department
for details.

734-453-5500
PLYMOUTH
NURSERY

vfww.plymouthnursery.net Q

Summer Hours: Mon-Sat 9-6
• Fri 9-7 • Sun 10-5
Open Labor Day 9-2 • TENT SALE Sept. 6-21

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd.
7 Miles West ofI-275

1 1/2 Miles South of M-14
11 Corner of Gotfredson Rd

Unbelievable Phones
and America's Most Reliable Wireless Network.

The Redesigned New
Chocolate™ by LG

$7959
$129.99 2-year price - $50.00 Mail-in Rebate

Available in Chocolate,
Black Cherryand Blue Mint

ifienV
(99

5149.992-year price
- $50.00 Mail-in Rebat

Also available in Silver

Ail with new 2-year activation per phone.

Limited time offers!

Samsung u740
Get One FREE
when you buy one
$7999
$129.99 2-year price .,
-$50.00 Mail-in Rebate

Try us risk-free for 30 days. 1 .877 .2BU Y .VZW verizonwireless.com

t - ' -
n j l 11 1

i • * v L ' IP I j r \ , 'i * ~i
1 C> < JV Iff «i l i t -

'\

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES
ALLEN PARK

13128 Fairlane Dr.
313-271-9255
ALIBIMLLS
Great Lakes Crossing Mall'
248-253-1799

FENTiiN
17245 Silver Pkwy
{in the Sears Plaza)
810-629-2733
FT W R I T
4129 24tit Ave.
810-385-1231

8159Chailis,Ste.C
(off Grand River,
In front of Target)
810-225-4789
CANTON
42447 Ford Rd.
(corner of Ford & ,
Uftey R(Js., Cfmton Comers)
734-844-0481

2531 S, Upeer Rd.
(Orion Mall 2 miles
north of the Palace)
248-393-6800

MACOME TOWNSHIP
18501 Hall Rd,
Romeo Commons

24417 Ford Rd.
(just west of Telegraph)
313-278-4491

Faiflane Mall
(3rd floor .

313-441-0168
DETROtT
14126 Woodward

313-869-7392
FMMiNBTQN HELLS
310110rchard Lake Rd.
(southwest Corner of Orchard
Lake Rd. & 14 Mite Rd.)
248-538-9900

'2161 Mali Rd.
(in front of Kohl's)
734-241-4089
MRTHMiE
Three Generations Plaza
20580 Haggerty Fid.
734-779-0148
NODE
4302512 Mile Rd.
(Twelve Oaks
Service Or,,

POSnAG/WftTERFDBB
454 Telegraph Rd.
(across from
Summit Place Mall) .
248-335-9900
ROCHESTER HILLS
3035 8. Rochester Rd.
(at Auburn Rd.)
248-853-0550
RDYA10AK
31921 Woodward Ave,
(attJormanciy)
248-549-4177
ST. CUER SHORES
26401 Harper Ave,
(at 10 1/2 Mile)
586-777-4010
SOUTHRELB
28117 Telegraph Rd.
(south of 12 Mile Rd,)
248-358-3700
STEALING HEIGHTS
45111 Park Ave,
(M-59&M-53,
Utica Park Plaza)
586-997-6500

Oakland Mail
(inside Main Entrance,
next to food court)

'5745 Twelve Mile Rd.,

WESTUHD
35105 Warren fid.
(southwest Comer of
Warren & Wayne Rds.)
734-722-7330

0RVISIT1HE VERIZON

WIRFLESSSTORE ,

ATCIKUITCtTY

AUBURN HILLS

NOVI TflOY
HOSEWLLE WESrtAKB
TAYLOR

248-305-6600

Twelve Oaks Mall
(lower level play area)

IN COLLABORATION WITH

Alcatel-Lucent

(lower level, Sears Cl)
TAYLOR
23495 EutBka Rd,
(across from Southland Mail)
734-287-1770

Southland Mall
23000 Eureka Rd. .
fin the JC Penney wing)
TSOY
1913 E S i g Beaver Rd.
(Troy Sports Center)
248-526-0040

Proud sponsor of the
Detroit Tigers

See store for
Return/Exchange Policy.

W a r and More
734-981-7440

AfliltoriadCeilsilar
586-566-8555 248-395-2222

S T E W HEIGHTS

248-625-1201
CUWSflH
CommusiicatiaiisUSfl
248-280-6390

734-242-0806
HarMmer TDO
734-384-7001

586-795-8610

734-374-4472

586468-7300
248-360-9400
Wlreiess Tntiotrov
248-669-1200 248-349-8116

GAKPSHK

248-458-1111
UTitt

586-739-9977

RRNOALE
248-284-0091

248-542-5200
FT.SfttTKIT

248-628-8400

586-497-9800
Wireless ftffwrk
586-573-7599

810-385-3400
GRGS3E PCINTE -
AuftorizGEl CelEtHn
313-417-1000

Ann Aitor Wireless
734-456-3200

Auftorizeri Cellular
586-293-6664

248-681-7200
m
Auto-One
248-960-0500

Test Drive: A i r ie rk&ChokeVse lKt data plan r^ii irsdjastomer must payall oth^chan^s, ind.taxest.suid»rgesand separately bllleelclata &downioadchaiges;earty temiinafion fiseappfies unless devks isietumedl

IMPORTflNTCONSUMER INFORMAT10N:Stjbfed:toCustoTnerAgmt, Calling Plan, rebateform Scredilapproval. Upto $175 e^y tenrnl?at3oiifee/]!nefiio!l>erdiarges,Offefsa coverage^vafying ̂ s^rvke&harid^t, notavaifableeverywriete.
V CASTSwig 1L>V CAST Mu^c phone, airtime& pcrsong diarges reqU Mobile Email, VZ Navigator™ &V CASF Music Add1 cha^esapply. lextmessagessent/received: 15C. Networkdetails &coverage mapsat vzmcmTi. Wh3es«ppJies fet
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District
waits for
Lansing to
fix budget

BY SUE MASON

STAFF WRITER

With start of the 2007-2008
school year just weeks away,
Wayne-Westland school offi-
cials are still waiting to hear
what, if any money they will be
receiving from the state.

Will the school aid payment
remain the same as last year?
Will it be cut? Will it be more?
Those are the questions they
would like an answer to now
rather than latter.

"I've never seen it this bad
in the 33-34 years I've been
in education, the state has
really done nothing," said
Wayne-Westland School
Superintendent Greg Baracy.
"From everything I've read, it
doesn't seem that they are will-
ing to sit down and work."

State lawmakers were able
to resolve this year's budget
deficit with what Gary Martin,
deputy superintendent for
administrative and business
services, has called "gimmicks,"
and come up with a replace-
ment for the state's Single
Business Tax.

But when it comes to erasing
a billion-dollar deficit in next
year's budget, nothing has been
accomplished to date,

"It's puzzling and perplex-
ing for us," said Baracy. "Once
again, we're trying to estimate
what the revenue will be for the
another year. We've been deal-
ing with the issue all summer
to get ready for the fall, but we
don't see that same commit-
ment in Lansing."

Close to 76 percent of
Wayne-Westland's revenue
comes from the state. Martin
has projected the district will
get $89.6 million from the
state, but according to Baracy,
the actual amount "has been
all over the board."

The school board approved
a new budget in June with no
increase in state school aid, but
there's also been rumors of roll-
backs and increases.

"The question we have to ask
ourselves is how can we plan
intelligently under these con-
ditions," Baracy said. "If they
expect high standards and high
accountability, we have to have
a very prescriptive process and
goals in place before the fiscal
year starts."

The district had some $25
million in reserves five years
ago, but that has been eaten
up covering shortfalls in state
revenue. According to Baracy,
the district is now facing the
prospect of borrowing money
to cover expenses.

"We've held off as long as
long as we could," he said.
"We're looking at severe cuts in
2008-2009, if the state doesn't
come through with a revenue
enhancement. We can't hang
on anymore."

Baracy said cuts will be
made in areas that will not
impact student programs.

The district has been trim-
ming expenses for years, sav-
ing $18 millions through such
things as negotiated changes in
employee health care.

But those kinds of cuts can
only go so deep. As a result, the
solution to the school districts'
woes are in the hands of state
lawmakers.

"The leaders in Lansing have
to solve the budget crisis and
they haven't done that yet," he
said. "We have no more rabbits
to pull out of our hats."

smason@hometownlife.com (734) 953-2112

LIKE NUMBERS?
there are a pile

of them in

today's PI 111 I iVfpH

Promotion turns into a gas for local drivers
BYBRADKADRO

STAFF WRITER

When a woman from Livonia
pulled into the Sunoco sta-
tion at the corner of Haggerty
and Five Mile on Monday, she
found gas prices to be $2.85
per gallon.

Which was too bad for her,
because minutes earlier they'd
been down to $2.50 a gallon,

part of a promotional event
sponsored'by CARFAX and
the Michigan International
Speedway in advance of this
weekend's CARFAX 250 at
MIS in Brooklyn.

Despite her tardiness, the
woman, who gave her name
only as Fran, benefitted from
the promotion when CARFAX
representatives refunded
her the difference in the two

prices. She took the money,
bought some lottery tickets and
pledged a donation to the Make
A Wish Foundation if she won.

"I missed it by a few minutes,
so they didn't have to do any-
thing," Fran said. "It was really
very generous of them."

CARFAX spokesman Larry
Gamache said it was just a way
for the company to give back
to the community. During the

90-minute promotion, driv-
ers pumped 2,772 gallons and
saved themselves more than
$1,000, he said.

"It's a nice way to give
back to the community that's
been so generous in hosting
CARFAX and MIS for so many
years," Gamache said. "Most
importantly, we helped people
by off-setting the cost of their
gas."

In addition to the cheaper
gas, NASCAR Busch Series
driver Stephen Leicht made an
appearance.

"This was $1,000 right
back into people's pockets,"
MIS spokesperson Sammie
Lukaskiewicz said. "The whole
community benefits/'

bkadrich@hometownlife.com

(734) 459-2700

I ALL
! DRYWALL

* k - * - . . , •

I * »• r •»

Paperless Interior Orywall
Paperless, mold and
moisture resistant drywall

I s'..

S6 47
each

7 16Mx4lx8'OSB
•Use for roof, wall or
subfloor #12212

I ALL
:IN-STOCK
'••STORAGE

BUILDINGS
$148 ft*

Charleston or Concord Storm Door
•Available in 32" or 36"
#115102,115253,149268,i4aii7i

• / - *

5-DAY-ONLY SPECIAL VALUES August 16 - August 20, 2007

l/o Off
ALL IN-STOCK

. 2x4 TREATED

.LUMBER

now

'ricing for commodity
ems may vary due to
market conditions.

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

2-1/4"W Casing | E |
Contractor Pack
•Primed fingerjoint pine

now
OC(|J per linear ft.
3-1/4"W Base
Moulding Contractor Pack
•Primed fingerjoint pine
"Moulding sold by bundle. Profiles may vary.
Available In convenient pre-cut lengths.

$<|27
each

5/8" x 6" x 6'Dog-Ear
Fence Board
#202922

$188 h
I each

2" x 4" x 92-5/8"
SPF Stud #06003

CbokeDek*
P R E M I U M

now
Werner 8'
Fiberglass Stepladder

ChoiceDek® Premium * 2 2 5 l b - l o a d capacity #94571
5/4" x 6" x 12' Gray Werner 20' Aluminum
#116145 Extension Ladder

•200 Ib. load capacity #98156

,1 Any size,
\ any style

in-stock

: A L L IN-STOCK
: CEILING TILES & GRIDS

per square
10' Section Double 5"
White Vinyl Siding
•Lifetime limited factory warranty
•Won't decay, chip, peei or flake

now
$716

ft off now
$23

1/2" x 3 ' x 5'Interior Cement Board A L L IN-STOCK & SPECIAL ORDER , M o | d e d H o i l o w Core
#11729 | WAYNE DALTON GARAGE DOORS j interior Door Slabs
Thin Cement Board Underlayment | ' J " -• 1 »24" up to 36"
#72779 $9.44 1 v - ' " * J

For the Lowe's nearest you, call 1-800-993-4416 or visit us online at Lowes.com
;ns. All offers valid 8/16/G7-8/207O7 uniess otherwise expressly stated in this advertisement."Was" prices in this advertisement were in effect on 8/9/07, and may vary based on Lowers Everyday Low Price policy. See stora
i right to limit quantities, All installation services are guaranteed by Lowe's warranty. See Installed Sales contract for details. Professional installation available through licensed independent subcontractors. Lowe's contractor

)nsenumb^:Al<#28341;AL#5273;AZ#ROC195516;CA#^ IL Plumber #058-100140; IL Roofing #104014837; LA Master Plumber #1440 WSPS; MD# 91680,50931;
K101146786,UMe's Home Certesjnc. , 6122'B" Drive North, Battle Creek, Ml 49014; NJ Plumbing-see store; NM
296; OR#144017; TN#3070; TX TRCC #14447 and Texas State Plumbing License Number Available Upon Request; VAS2701-036596A; WA#982BN; ND#30316; Washington K ! # 1 C ^
185-53006533, 52185-53006534, 52185-53006541, 52185-53006543, 52185-53006537, 52185-53006544;° 2007 by Lowe's®. All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. 070891
1/70891/064 • •

0B1607LOW_OELEI=r
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Residents urged to conserve water
In an effort to help pro-

tect water resources, Canton
residents are urged to con-
serve water during the month
of August. By over watering
lawns, pollution is easily car-
ried into storm drains that lead
directly to lakes and streams.
By using less water you can
help prevent pollution and save
money.

Canton officials offer the
following simple steps to help
conserve water and protect
lakes and rivers from pollution:

• Water wisely: In general,
lawns need about an inch of
water a week. Over watering
lawns results in shallow-rooted
plants that are less tolerant
to heat and drought, making
them more prone to disease.

Avoid over watering by using a
rain gauge and watering only
when necessary.

• Residents and businesses
can also help conserve water
and lower water rates by
voluntarily limiting outdoor
water usage to odd/even days.
Residents and businesses with
odd numbered addresses are
asked to water only on odd

numbered dates. Likewise,
those with even numbered
addresses should water lawns,
fill swimming pools, and wash
cars only on even numbered
dates.

• Residents are asked to
voluntarily limit outdoor water
use between the hours of 5 a.m.
and 9 a.m. Water consump-
tion is often at its peak during

this time of day and observing
water use restrictions enables
all customers to continue
receiving an even distribution
of water with minimal low-
pressure problems.

• Improve your aim: Adjust
your sprinklers to water only
your lawn and plants, not your
driveway, sidewalk, or street.

• Use mulch: Place a thick

ALL
DEWALT
POWER TOOLS -

Iflli

32" or 36" 9-Lite
Steel Entry Door Unit
•Ready for lockset and deadbolt
•Primed and ready to paint
•Ready-to-instalt door with frame
•Full composite sill substrate for
caulking and weathertight
Installation 'Fits rough opening:
34-1/2"W x 82"H to 38-1/2'W x
82-1/4" H

IN-STGCK 30-YEAR OR GREATER WARRANTY
OWENS CORNING SHINGLES

A L L iN-STOCk
OWENS CORNING
FIBERGLASS
INSULATION

SPECIAL ORDER
THERMASTAR BY
PELLA VINYL
WINDOWS

* r - _

I

Open a new Lowe's Business Credit or '+ ??/>;* ' .
Lowe's Consumer Credit Card Account and Ask For '-v*Wj**%

°/n OFF "
/ \J ^ ^ • | your first purchase

*Some exclusions apply. Offer valid 8/16/07 through 8/19/07. See bottom of page, store, or Lowes.com for details.

5-DAY-ONLY SPECIAL VALUES August 16 - August 20, 2007

Commercial
SERVICES

v j -• •? •••, ~ ~ .
.'i-.hr T •-'

$219
Pneumatic Coil
Roofing Nailer
#78391

now
$219
was $249
3-1/2" Magnesium
Wire Weld Pneumatic
Framing Nailer
#225884, 225885

15-pack
Gatorade®
Thirst Quencher
•Available in Fruit Punch, Lemon
Lime and Orange #101271,
240727, 34,49

* f c I 5-gallon
Ultra Pro No-Stir
Driveway Resurfacer
#49141

$239
was S279
3.5-HP (Peak), 4-Galton
TWin Stack Air Compressor
#237232

$198
was S228

Sfc

3/4-HP Garage Door
Opener with EverCharge"
Battery Backup #248754

O 24-pack
Ice Mountain® Bottled
Water #57284

$127 **
I eaun

8" x 8" x 16" Concrete
Block #10383

We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Quikrete® Concrete Mix
•Use for building siclewaiks,
patios, steps, curbs, etc.
#10385

ALL ROOM

* •

AIR CONDITIONERS
i n % ALL PIPE
I U off u" CC^EP cr.c r.w r.-:.v:»4Nr CR-VN

For the Lowe's nearest you, call 1-800-993-4416 or visit us online at Lowes.com
Prices may vary after &/2QI07 if there are market variations. All offers valid 8/16/07-8/20/07 unless expressly stated in this advertisement."W88" prfces in this advertisement were in effect M I 8/9/07, and may vary based Mi Lowe's Everyday Low Price pdicy. See store for details regarding product warranties. We reserve the right to
W quantities. All installation services are guaranteed by Lowe's warranty. See Installed Sales «rtract for details. Professional installation available through licensed independent subcontractors. Lowe's contractor teise numbers: AK#28341; AL#5273; AZIR0C195518; CA#EO3295; CT#558162; RJCGC1508417; HI
Contractor's License No.: C 23784- see store; ILf%nta#058-1C0140;lLFtofirH #104014837; U \ M ^
Staten island, NY#1160554; Suffafk County. NY#301 S2-H1; Putnam County, NVSRS742-A; MV# 58290 59296; 0Rfr14«17; TN#3070; TX TRCC #14447 end Texas State Plumbing Lioenss Number Availebls Upon Request: VA#2701 -036S96A; WA#982BN; ND#30318; Wastimglon DC #100584; DCRA# 52185-53006539,
52185-53006554,521S5-53006552,52185-53006557,521S5-53006533,52185-53006534,52135-53006541,62165-53006543,52185-53006537,52185-53006544: *Recswe 10% off your first single t̂eoeipt innstoTe purchase charged to your new Lowe's Consumer Credit Card. Lowefe Accounts Recewable or Lowers

• Busfriess Account when you open your new Account in any Lowe's store arvj make your first purchase 8/1OTtrirou^8/19AF. Coupon must be p ^ ^ Coupon
is void if altered, defaced, copied, transferred, or sold through any online auction. Umrt tm coupon per household. Good for 10% off sry single-receipt purchase of any in-stock or Special Order merchandise up to $5,000 (Maximum disccunt $500}, Not valid on sates via Lowes.com, previous sales, senfce or Installation fees, the
pu[^aseofglftcar*,FBher8Paykelappliarces,orJorfiDeereproducts. Offer must be requested at lime of purchase. Offer Is subject to credit approval. Coupon valid for one tmeLise only, Offer Is not valid for accounts opened prior to 8/16/07. E<cludesl^^!sPro)e<SC8rdAcccwfrtsK'arKlLcwe^Visastaairits.
ee0O7 by Lowe's®. All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gafcie des^i are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. 070891-1
001/70891-1/062

layer of mulch, about four inch-
es, around trees and plants,
this helps to retain water, ,
reduce weeds, and minimize
the need for pesticides.

• Sweep it: Clean sidewalks
and driveways with a broom
instead of a hose. You'll save
water and keep unwanted pol-
lutants out of the storm drain.

• Put rainwater to work: Use
rainwater to water your plants.
Direct downspouts toward
your plants and green areas of
collect water with rain barrels
for later use.

HOMES
FROM PAGE A1

Guy Bellemare. "But then we
found Sara, so we thought we'd
take a chance."

Sara is Sara DiCiesare of St.
Clair Shores, who along with
partner Carl Schultz of Canton
Township, started Save Cash
Realty, Inc., located in office
space on Ann Arbor Trail in
Plymouth. For a fiat-rate fee of
$599 for six months, Save Cash
will list a property on MLS,
the Realtor multi-list service,
Google and a number of other
on-line sites.

In most real estate transac-
tions, the seller pays a 3-per-
cent listing fee plus another
3-percent commission to the
real estate agent who sells
their home. With Save Cash,
the seller pays only 3 percent
to either DiCiesare's company,
or the selling agent, resulting
in a 50-percent reduction in
commissions. In the case of the
Bellemares, the savings would
be $10,500.

"We saw a decline in the
market, people who bought
condos and couldn't re-sell
them for what they owed
because they couldn't pay the
commission," said DiCiesare,
who previously sold luxury
condominiums in Detroit.
"This is saving them from com-
ing to the closing with money
because they can lower their
house by the 3 percent they're
saving with us and be more
competitive in the market.

"We're getting a good
response from other Realtors
because they're getting their
full commissions," she said.
"We're the ones taking the cut."

While the Bellemares are
getting little response from
buyers, they blame the econo-
my, not Save Cash.

"I like it (Save Cash) because
it's saving the 3 percent we'd
pay to a listing agent," Joan
Bellemare said. "We get the
exposure on the Internet, she
puts the sign out front, makes
a professional-looking flier and
fields the calls. She continues
to work with us like a regular
Realtor."

Gordon McCann, president
of the Western Wayne Oakland
County Association of Realtors,
said there are a number of
business models for selling
property.

"Every company out there
is trying to have a competitive
advantage, to make their way
of doing business distinctive,"
said McCann, who is a Realtor
at Coldwell Banker Schweitzer
Bake in Plymouth. "Sellers I
work with today are looking
for innovative ways to get their
homes recognized by potential
buyers, not just on the MLS.
It's the program that gets
people through and generates
offers that makes them happy."

Schultz said he invested in
Save Cash after adding up the
amount of commissions he
paid while investing in real
estate.

"It was a bit frustrating to
pay such fees every time I
moved a piece of property,"
Schultz said.

"This is a terrific means for
people to sell their home, but
not give away 3 percent of the
equity."

Since beginning in April,
Save Cash has about 20 cli-
ents, with homes ranging from
$120,000 to $3.1 million. .

"So far, it's been a little slow
because people don't believe
we're for real," admitted
Schultz.

"Our office in Plymouth
is for real, just our pricing
isn't."

Save Cash Reality is located
at 4,96 W. Ann Arbor Trail,
Suite 202, in Plymouth, or at
www.savecashrealty.com.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(734)459-2700

W1607LOW OEHIGHT
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Carnival raises money to fight slavery
BY DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER

Youngsters involved in a
Westland church's youth group
have spent much of their sum-
mer tackling a weighty issue
— slavery. Their efforts at St.
John's Episcopal Church will
culminate Sunday with a special
carnival aimed at raising money
and drawing attention to the
world problem of slavery.

Youth group leader Jessica
Clark, 22, learned how wide-
spread the problem of slavery is
after her Adrian College chapter
of Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority
became involved in the interna-
tional, anti-slavery Not For Sale

campaign. Clark, a senior major-
ing in Japanese studies and the-
ater, brought the issue back to
her church at 555 S. Wayne Road
at Bayview. The youth group she
oversees enthusiastically took up
the anti-slavery cause.

"Out of 27 million slaves in
the world, 13 million of them are
children, so it really is a child's
cause," Clark said Wednesday.

Even in the United States,
even in suburban communities,
some guardians have forced
children to drop out of school
and to serve as slaves, Clark said.
Sometimes, she said, the prob-
lem involves sexual abuse.

Clark had to carefully teach
her youth group, ages 8 to 16,

18 YEAR ANNIVERSARY SALE
^p| Hawaiian Style Jj|i

50% OFF THE MOST
EXPENSIVE DF ANY
2 ITEMS OUER'5.00

• Free Hot Dogs • Cookies • Fresh Fruit
3 GIFT CERTIFICATE DRAWINGS *25 EACH

EXTENDED HOURS
Sat., Aug. 18 10-8PM S Sun,, Aug. 19 11-6PM

CONSIGNMENT CLOTHIERS
42947 W. 7 Mile

— NORTHVILLE __
Highland Lakes Plaza g

_ 248-347-4570 '

about the problem of slavery.
She consulted church leaders to
determine what was appropri-
ate — and what was too graphic
— for the children.

As a result, the youth group has
organized a Not For Sale carnival
from noon to 6 p.m. Sunday at
the church. The event will help
raise money for the International
Justice Mission, which fights
slavery and other issues of oppres-
sion. "Every single penny we raise
is going toward the International
Justice Mission," Clark said. The
carnival will include a taco bar by
Qdoba Mexican Grill, music and
entertainment, a moon walk, a
pie-throwing contest, a cake walk,
Emagine Theater passes, T-shirts,
a dunk tank and many more
activities.

Despite all the fun, the carni-
val will have a sobering message
about slavery, with youngsters
passing out fliers and engaging
carnival-goers in conversations
to teach them about the prob-
lem, Clark said. She urged any-
one who wants more informa-
tion to go online to the Not For
Sale campaign at www.notfor-
sale.org or to the International
Justice Mission's Web site at
www.ijm.org.

462551-94 S. Service Dr. • Belleville, Ml
Call 734-697-9178 For More Info

We still have openings
for tennis and individuals

Special

Aug 19-Sept. 1 s t -
Noon-6pm

YOUTH LEAGUE I ADULT/YOUTH
Saturday 9:00 am

and 11:30 am

LADIES
Every other Sunday Mon. Morning 9:30 am

Saturday 9:30 am
and 11:30 am

Monday 6:45 pm
Thursday 6:30 pm

Friiny 630 pm

at 10 am or 1 pm
4 on a Team

Sunday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 pm

Wednesday 7:00 pm
Thursday 7:00 pm.

Frtfay 6:45 pm \

Monday 6:45 pm
Wed. 6:30 pm

Wed. 5 pm Trio
Friday 6:45 pm

MIXED
Everv Other Week
Saturday 5:30 pm
Saturday 8:30 pm
jiunday 4:00 pm

9 PIN NO TAP-FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 10:00 PM

Opening bell
Plymouth-based credit union Community financial recently hosted a ViP reception and ribbon-cutting
ceremony to showcase its second Canton office, which opened in late July. Assisting with the ribbon cutting
for the new branch were (from left) State Rep. Marc Corriveau, Community Financial Branch Manager
Christine Ryan, CEO Bill Lawton, Canton Chamber President Diane Cojei, Community Financial Board Chairman
Ron Carlson and Canton Township Supervisor Thomas Yack. Community Financial new Canton branch is
3,500 square feet and provides members with drive-thru teller services and a drive-up ATM. Headquartered
in Plymouth, membership in Community Financial is open to anyone who lives, works, worships, volunteers
or attends school in the Michigan cities, townships or counties of Plymouth, Canton, Northviife, Novi, Alpena,
Otsego and Montmorency.

PAW PRINT INN

Bright MOVES
That Make SENSE...

Open a Totally FREE CHECKING at
Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union

Our Totally FREE Checking Account
watches your way of living with:

/ CONVENIENCE
• FRUli Online Banking and Rill Pay Service

/ ACCESS
• Over 30.000 Surcharge FRF.F. ATMs
• Use our Debit Card Online and Across the Cllobe

/ VALUE
• Earn Dividends on Your Balance

•FR£l- 1st Box of Checks
• No Minimum Balance
• No Monthly Maintenance Fee

SERVING THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS!

atholic

arishes
Federal Credit Union

www.catholicparishesfcu.org

Main Branch
36111 Five Mile Road

Livonia, Ml 48154
(734)432-0212

St. Valentine Branch
25800 Dow

Redford Township, Ml 48239
(313)533-0040

Plymouth / Canton Branch
Coming Fall 2007
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When mutual fund manager
leaves, find out the reason

Ihen I first got involved
in this business more
than 20 years ago, it

was very unusual for a mutual
fund to have a change in man-
agers. However, as the mutual
fund industry has exploded in
size — where in the past there
were only hundreds of funds
and today there are thousands
of funds — it is no longer
unusual to have a change in
management. In fact, it has
become a regular occurrence
in the mutual fund industry.

The issue that you and I
as investors need to be con-
cerned with is what we should
do when a mutual fund that
we are invested in has a
change in its management
team.

There are many reasons
why a mutual fund manager
leaves. In the past few years,
many successful managers
have left to work for their own
hedge funds. Managers also
leave a fund to sometimes
manage another fund at the
same mutual fund company
or to start their own mutual
fund. Of course, another rea-
son why mutual fund manag-
ers leave is because of their
performance.

My general rule is that
I do not automatically sell
an investment because of a
portfolio manager change.
A change in manager can be
good or bad for a fund and
there are no set answers as to
how an investor should react.
Therefore, whenever a fund
that I recommend or that I
invest in has a management
change, I first want to do
some research on the situa-
tion before I react. I want to
know why the manager has
left.

Unfortunately, the mutual
fund companies don't auto-
matically notify you that there
is a change in management.
This is one of those areas
where you have to be proac-
tive. There are a few different
ways to know when a portfo-
lio manager has left and prob-

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

ably the easi-
est is to take
advantage of
the Internet
using sites
such as www.
morningstar.
com or www.
fundalarm.
com. Both of
these sites
keep track of
management

changes.
When a portfolio manager

leaves, you do not necessar-
ily have to make a decision
immediately. You have time to
do your research and make an
informed decision. In reach-
ing your decision, it is impor-
tant to know and to under-
stand the fund itself. Some
mutual funds are managed by
a team, while other funds may
be managed by a sole man-
ager. In general, if the fund is
managed by a team and one
member of the team leaves, I
generally will retain the fund.
On the other hand, if a fund
has been managed by one
individual and that individual
leaves, then more often than
not I will generally sell the
fund.

When a fund is managed
by one lead manager and that
manager leaves, the fund
is almost like a brand new
mutual fund and it no longer
has a track record. I believe
one of the key reasons you
invest in a fund is because of
its performance; when a new
manager takes over, it may be
difficult to analyze its past
performance. Of course, if the
new manager has had a track
record at another fund that
I can independently analyze,
that is one thing. However, if I
do not have this independent
information, my general view
is that it is time to change
funds.

I recognize that many
people may question about
selling a fund that they have
done well in just because it
has a new management team.

However, my philosophy
and my belief is that I am
not loyal to an investment
nor do I have any emotional
attachment to an investment.
I believe that when inves-
tors follow sound investment
strategies, in the long run
they end up making better
investment decisions. When
you make better investment
decisions, you end up with
more money in your pocket.

I know that the mutual
fund companies do not want
you to sell their funds and
they certainly tend to under-
play changes in portfolio
managers. Some mutual fund
companies are known to have
a large turnover of manag-
ers and it is somewhat their
strategy to constantly change
management teams.

These funds will typically
have a well-stocked bullpen
of managers and changes in
their management team his-
torically have not caused a
problem. However, funds like
this are few and far between.
As investors, we always have
to be proactive and never be
afraid to make changes when
necessary. As investors, we
should have no loyalty to our
investments — after all, they
don't have much loyalty to us.
What you and I always need
to focus on is how an invest-
ment fits into our portfolio
and we should never hesi-
tate to make changes where
needed.

That doesn't mean that
we should make changes
for change itself; rather, we
should make changes in our
portfolio to give us a better
opportunity to achieve our
individual goals and objec-
tives. Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. His Web site is www.bloo-
massetmanaigement.com, You can
hear Rick iive from noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). If you
would like Rick to respond to your
questions, piease e-mail Rick at
rick@bloomassetmanagement.com.

40 YEARS OF QUALITY PRODUCTS AND GREAT DEALS

Best Prices
Best Service

All In Stock

WINTER

EXPIRES 8/19/07

Canton Store Only!

All In Stock

WINTER
CHEMICALS &
ACCESSORIES

EXPIRES 8/19/07
Canton Store Only!

All In Stock Pool Toys 50% OFF
Save An Extra $100 OFF Any Gas Pool Heater

All In Stock Pool Accessories 25% OFF
All Pool & Spa Chemicals 25% OFF

SATURDAY AUGUST 18th
10am-5pm

& SUNDAY AUGUST 19th
11am-4pm

Canton Location Only!
42045 Michigan Avenue

Canton, Mi. 48188

(734) 394-5613
All discounts are from VSRR Al! sales are final. Prior sales excluded. No other discounts apply. Sorry, no rain checks

or tayaways. Typographic, photographic and printing errors are subject to correction at store tevel. See store fiof
EDSS..7B4 financing details. Cannot combine offers. Offer good while supplies last.
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perfect
SLEEPER
Queen Set

SLEEPER
King Set

RESTONIC RESTONIC
ComjortCare®

1460 Plush, Firm Perfect Sleeper
or Piilowtop Plash or Firm

QUEEN Set $479 QUEEN Set $699 QUEEN Set $999 QUEEN Set $999
TWIN set... . . . . . $779
FULL set $949

TWIN set,....,..., $799
FULL set........... $949
KI8G set.... $1,399

TWiU set ...... $299
FULL set $429
KISG set.,. $649

TWIN N L , $499
FULL set............ $649
KINS ML*. KINS set......... $1,449
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ONE HJU YBUH

LIVONIA .......31629 Plymouth Road (1 block West of Me rri man). 734.425.1500 ANN ARBOR/YPSI. 4563 Washtenaw (1/4 mile East of US-23) 734.975.9200
CANTON 42489 Ford Road (At Lilley in Canton Corners) ...734.844.0400 ANN ARBOR 2131 West Stadium (South of West Liberty) 734.222.9472

BIRMINGHAM .32767 Woodward (1 block South of 14 Mile Road).. .248.549.1951 LAKESIDE........ .....13909 Hall (Across from Lakeside near Old Navy)...586.532.8055
NOVI... .JnNovi Town Center (Behind Men's Warehouse)..,....248.348.5494 14 Metro Area Stores to Serve You!


