
Fill out our readership survey on p a § | |

Dining with the stars

August 5,2007

75 cents WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

www.hometownlife.com

TOM HAWUY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Garden City Hospital employees Reshonda Spears of Canton and operating room technician Martin Sim! of Westland try out the new
Fast Track Convenience store in the hospital.

yourself
Canton firm helps

'revolutionize' vending
industry
BY LEANNE ROGERS

STAFF WRITER

Once the cafeteria closes for the day, food options
for employees and visitors to Garden City Hospital
have been pretty limited.

Thanks to a new self-check out vending system,
fresh salads, soup and deli sandwiches along with
packaged snacks and beverages will be available
around the clock. It's called Fast Track Convenience
- not to be confused with the hospital Emergency
Room Fast Track patient care.

"This is the next step in automated merchandising.
It's essentially 24-hour convenience and you can sell
anything from food, beverages and snacks to general

merchandise and health and beauty products," said
Ray Friedrich, general manager of Canton-based
Sterling Services which operates the new service.

Located just off the hospital's main lobby, Fast
Traek Convenience doesn't have vending machines ~
displays are similar to what would be found at astore
with reach-in coolers for refrigerated items. The self-
check out system uses Radio Frequency Identification
to ring up the purchase and allows customers to pay in
cash, by credit card or by using a pre-loaded account
accessed through employee identification or other
cards with magnetic strips or a thumbprint.

During the first week in operation, no one has
attempted to take items without paying, but there is
a built-in security system. If something is taken with-
out payment, an alarm sounds and a photograph is
taken of the person as they exit.

Along with handling the self-service sales, the
RFID also tracks the purchases so that Sterling
Services will know what needs to be restocked.

"It gives us real-time purchases, so that we come
with exactly what we need," said Friedrich, noting
food, such as salads and deli sandwiches are made '
fresh at Sterling Services,

Garden City Hospital is the first hospital in the
country to offer the Fast Track Convenience store.

Please see VENDING, A6

Trial date set for wife in attack
BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Despite defense claims there was no
crime, Kelly Campbell-Baumgartner
is headed to trial. .

Campbell-Baumgartner, 46, of
Canton is set to stand trial Sept. 24 for
allegedly attacking her husband with
a utensil inside of Max & Erma's in
Canton on April 22.

Her attorney, Charles S. Anderson
of Dearborn, has argued that the state
is grasping to build a case against his
client for a crime that didn't happen.

"Wouldn't you think that?" he
asked.

Campbell-Baumgartner alleg-
edly attacked her husband of seven
months, William Baumgartner, 86,
with a fork or a knife during an argu-
ment. During pretrial hearings, wit-
nesses testified to seeing blood on the

elderly man's face after Campbell-
Baumgartner was escorted from the
restaurant.

Baumgartner, who had filed for
divorce, has denied that his wife
injured him at the eatery but said she
had struck him earlier that day during
an argument at the home.

The three charges against
Campbell-Baumgartner were previ-
ously dropped in June after a judge
dismissed the felonious assault claim
for lack of evidence. The prosecution .
responded by tossing the domestic
violence and assault and battery
charges.

Maria Miller, Wayne County
Prosecutor's Office spokeswoman, has
said it's not uncommon for the state to
"reissue the charges if we feel we have
competent evidence."

Miller said after the state
regrouped, it recharged Campbell-

Baumgartner.
In addition to the same three charg-

es, the township woman has also been
charged with drunk and disorderly
conduct.

Although family members have
expressed concern over Baumgartner's
safety with his wife, the two are still
together.

"They never separated," Anderson
said.

Rumors have also circulated that
Dr. Phil McGraw's representatives
contacted her to be a guest on his tele-
vision show.

Anderson said he doesn't know if
there's any truth to the rumor.

"This is a low-profile case," he said.
Campbell-Baumgartner pleaded

guilty last year to stabbing her mother
with a fork.
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MOOT: Bridges
are safe to drive

BY BRAD KADRICH

STAFF WRITER

Bob Byrnes admits in the 27 years
he's been driving trucks for various
soft-drink companies, including the
last 10 for Pepsi, he's never really
thought much about the safety of the
various bridges in his travels.

But after Wednesday's collapse
of the Interstate 35W bridge in
Minneapolis, thoughts of safety
become more common.

"After something like that you
think about it," said Byrnes, who was
making a delivery to the Speedway
station at Sheldon and Five Mile
Friday. "It's.more on your mind now,
but usually isn't not something you
think happens to you. It happens
somewhere else."

The I-35W bridge in Minneapolis,
which collapsed into the Mississippi
River, had been deemed "structural-
ly deficient," a rating that means all
or portions of them required either
repair or replacement. -

According to Michigan
Department of Transportation offi-
cials, there are some 285 bridges in
the metro Detroit area that have the
same designation.

MDOT spokesman Rob Morosi
said a list was being compiled of
bridges in western Wayne County
listed as structurally deficient, but
the list was not yet available. He
did say, however, there probably are
some in this area.

"There would almost have to

be, given their age," Morosi said.
"However, 'structurally deficient'
doesn't equate to 'unsafe.' It's a term;
they use in the federal inspection,-!-
guidelines. (Michigan's) bridges ar£"
safe." **-"'

National Bridge Inspection
Standards requireMDOT to inspect
bridges every two years. According
to MDOT Director Kirk Steudle, the
Mackinac, International and Blue
Water bridges are inspected annu-
ally, exceeding federal requirements.

"We are confident we have s ^
bridges in Michigan and c a f ,
manage them to ensure the saMy, *
of the motoring public," Steudle' tb}d
the media Thursday. "If we had con-
cerns about any particular bridge,
we would immediately take appro-
priate action. It is important to note
that bridge collapses such as the one
that happened in Minneapolis are
extremely rare." • '

That's why drivers like Will •
Neafsey aren't overly concerned,
despite the fact Michigan is among
the 10 worst states in the nation, * *
with some 16 percent of its bridges •
deemed "structurally deficient."

"I didn't even think about it driv-
ing to or from work (Thursday)," said
Neafsey, a Northville resident who
works in Dearborn Heights. "After
they finish the investigation, if they
find something systemic, then you
worry about it. Until then, it's an
anomaly."

bkadrichHJhometowniife.com | (734)459-2700
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Owner Patricia Baker hugs stylist Kristina Urena. The rest of the staff is Laura Clemens,
Linda Gingell, John Edwards, Rebecca Roberts, Mary Ann DiCello, Amy Peters, and Mario
Boria. Not pictured: Kimberiey Ranch, Karri Farris, and Kacie Mundy.

Father knows best as
daughter's salon thrives

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER . .

They say parents know best.
While she was busy styling her sister's hair, the father of then 16-year-old

Patricia Baker blurted out: "You're going to I - a beauty parlor operator." _
Baker, who had aspirations of climbing her way to the top of the medical,

profession, still crinkles her nose when recalling that incident.,
"I said 'I don't think so,'" she laughed. "I told him, I'm going be a doctor.'^

Please see SALON, A6
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Cops nab man suspected of
A Trenton man was arrestfed

Tuesday .after police say he
assaulted a Wal-Mart loss pre-
vention tofficer after allegedly
attempting retail fraud.

The man, 29, was spotted
entering the Ford Road store
through its garden center
empty handed. He later car-
ried a vacuum, priced at more
than $260, to the service desk
under the guise that he had
purchased the item and want-
ed to return it for cash.

When the employee assisting
him began stalling, the man
moved to leave the store. At
that time, the loss prevention
officer approached him and
questioned his actions.

The man pushed the officer
multiple times and they began
the struggle. After breaking
free, he ran across the park-
ing lot and to the opposite side
of Ford Road where he was
apprehended and taken into
police custody.

Non-registration
While on routine patrol

Wednesday, a Canton police
officer ran the license plate

Inkster man

POLICE

who had failed to register his
address with the state's Sex
Offender Registry since April
2006.

The man, who had been
charged with Criminal Sexual
Assault involving a 13- to 15-
year-old, was arrested, tick-
eted and will appear in court
on Aug. 14.

Mysterious package
A longtime Canton resident

called police Thursday after
a mysterious package had
appeared on his doorstep.

The man, 66, told police
the box* which was addressed
to "Carly" had arrived at his
home a couple days earlier.

Police observed a note on the
box from someone claiming
to be Carly's father expressing
regret over missing her gradu-
ation party. Inside the box was
a Graduation-themed photo
album.

The man, who said he's
lived in his home 35 years and
doesn't know anyone named
Carry, asked the officer to take

the box with him,

Drug arrest
A Canton man, 36, caught .

the eye of Canton Police late
Wednesday night as he drove
his 1995 Ford Escort on the
edge of Lotz Road just north of
Van Born. ,

The police report says the
man was traveling at only "a
few miles per hour," when he •
was stopped. When officers
approached, the man admitted
that his license was revoked
and was handcuffed and
placed in the back of the police
cruiser.

When the arresting officer
attempted to go search the
man's vehicle, he noticed a
cigarette carton lying on the
ground that hadn't been there
before. Upon opening the item,
he spotted three crack rocks.
He later found a drug pipe in
the man's vehicle.

The man, who is on parole
for driving with a suspended
license, then waived his
Miranda rights and admitted
he had bought the drugs a half
hour earlier.

By Tiffany L. Parks
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ILiM urn ever experienced an asthma
«tt LK us SLCJI a child having one, it is
fini>hu:iiuj Tiny gasp frantically for help, the
•mus i, Mtiic iu respond, the lips, skin, and
Mi, "in» N lum a. bluish color. If severe enough
ilcirh i dii ui t ur. The cause is said to be
hviHrsinsitivni of the person to foreign
subbi me es m the air. The medication:
dnsensi i/ir.n (hugs. Do they cure the asthma?
\sk n i«thn .itit bow long they will have to be

OP tt'« inuWdUuu (all of their life). Is that

851 S. Main Street
Plymouth

f
734-354-0020

curing, or a stop gap method? What about a
cure?

Naturally speaking, lets look for the
cause. What is hypersensitivity? It means the
abnormally high reaction Ho something that
other people don't react to. With asthma it
usually means the small tubes of the lungs
swell and fill with mucus when an irritant
enters. What is the key here, it's the high
reaction, what does that mean? It means the
individual cells of the lungs are dysfunctioning,

and what controls functions of lung cells? The
respiratory center in the brain sends functional
information overr the nerve fibers through the
spine into the lungs. A subluxation (nerve
irritation caused by a vertebrae slightly out of
place) decreases lung cell function. Weak lungs
are then susceptible to irritation and asthma
develops.

Remove the irritation and the cells will
rebuild, one by one until the lungs are normal
again. That is how chiropractic helps asthma, by
removing its cause. Any questions?

Or. Adam Mashike
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ftainer
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M,W,TH
8:30-10:00
11:00-12:00
3:00-4:00
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Canton jam session
The 2007 Axis Music

Canton Jam Session is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Aug. 24 at the Willow Creek
Shopping Plaza. Presented by
Axis Music and local commu-
nity partners, this free music
and dance event will also
feature plenty of food. It will
feature local youth to seasoned
veteran performers perform-
ing a variety of stylings on an
outdoor stage. Demonstrations
from local businesses will
provide the opportunity to see
what Canton has to offer while
experiencing a diverse series of
live music, art and fashion. For
more information, please call
(734) 844-0100.

Canton Newcomers 36th
season

The Canton Newcomers
will hold their 2007-08 adult
general kickoff meeting at
7:15 p.m., Wednesday Sept. 5
at the Workman Elementary
cafeteria (250 penton Road
at Cherry Hill). The group
is looking for new members,
though you don't need to be
new to Canton to become a
member.

The group has a number
of regular activities, includ-
ing Book Club, Bunko, Chick
Flick, Couples Night, Moms
and Tots, Creative Kids,
Helping Hands, Game Night,
Playgroups, Ladies Day
Out, Scrapbooking, Little
Explorers, and Walking. The
group's regular meetings are
the first Wednesday of the
month at the Sunflower subdi-
vision clubhouse.

If you would like to meet
your "neighbors", enjoy
refreshments from Carrabba's
and Back Home Bakery, sign
up for various interest groups
and donate to the Susan G.
Komen breast cancer ini-
tiative, plan to attend the
kickoff meeting. For more
information, call (734) 398-
6487 before the meeting. To
learn more about this 2006
Community Supporter Award
winning club, including
requesting a complimentary
September newsletter, visit
cantonnewcomers.org.

. „ • - • "
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The Summer Jazz Concert ,
series on Canton's Ford Road
continues on Friday evenings
in August. The free concerts
will take place on the Canton
Live stage at various shopping
centers in the DDA District.
Audiences are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs and enjoy
live jazz music brought to the
community by the Canton
DDA in partnership with
V98.7 Smooth Jazz radio,
and sponsored in part by
Schoolcraft College. Also sup- •
porting the event is the Canton
Chamber of Commerce and
Canton's Leisure Services'
Department.

Plan to come early, enjoy
a meal at one of the many
restaurants in the area or do
some shopping at the nearby
businesses. All concerts begin
at 7 P-m.

H Aug. 10 - Randy Scott at
Canton Corners (Ford Road
just west of Lilley Road)

H Aug. 17 - John E.
Lawrence and Friends at New
Towne Center (Ford Road just
west of Sheldon Road)

H Aug. 24 - Hot Sauce at
Willow Creek Center (Ford
Road between Lilley and
Haggerty)

For more information on the
Summer Jazz Concert Series,
please call (734) 394-5186.

Leadership Canton is now
accepting applications for the
2007-2008 leadership class.
Leadership Canton is an eight
month class from October
through May, designed by the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
in cooperation with the
Canton Township. Established
in 1994, Leadership Canton's
main goal is developing lead-
ers to meet the challenges of
the future. It's a program that
has been developed to help
current and potential leaders
broaden their awareness of
leadership opportunities in the
Canton Community.

Each day long seminar
includes a lunch, and is
held at a different location

J
«

j 3 W -w^

available. For more informa-
tion call (734) 844-0395.

Creative Day Nursery
School on Cherry Hill Road in
Canton is accepting registra-
tion for the fall. Creative Day
is a developmental school that
encourages children to learn
at their own pace while pro-
moting social skills through
art, music, story time and
hands-on activities. Both
morning and afternoon classes
are available. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 981-3990 or
(734) 98

Here's the new Observer office location on Main in Plymouth.

around Canton, where the
group will tour the facil-
ity and have a guest speaker
that is an expert in the field.
Participants will learn a
wide range of specific topics
aimed at educating the par-
ticipants in important topics
essential to the community's
well being. The class meets
once every month at various
locations around the commu-
nity and discusses topics like,
The Nature of Leadership,
Community Development,
Business and Economic
Development, Business und
Economic Development
Health and Human Services,
Local, County and State
Government, Education,
Public Safety and the Justice
System and Challenges of the
Future.

The registration deadline is
Aug. 17. The class costs S800.
To sign up or for more infor-
mation, contact the Canton
Chamber of Commesce at
(734) 453-4040, or visit www.
cantonchamber.com.

diate openings available for
children aged 3-4. Our school
encourages children to learn
by play, promoting indepen-
dence and social skills through
hands-on activities. There are
morning and afternoon classes

Registrations are now
being accepted at St. Michael
Christian School in Canton
for fall 2007-2008. The school
offers 3-year-old preschool
through fifth grade including
its new Young Fives program.
The school's academic pro-
gram is taught by qualified
and credentialed teachers. It
strongly supports the devel-
opment of the whole child
in a small class size setting.
For more information, call
(734)459-9720,

The Sharing & Caring

Coffee Hour is an ongoing
grief support group for wid-
ows and widowers hosted by
Heartland Hospice. The group
is held 10-11 a.m. at Heartland
Healthcare Center, 4701N. "
Lilley Road, Canton. The focus
of the group is on the later ^ .*
stages of grief, with an empha-*
sis on learning to live with -1 *
the loss. This group is held
the first and third Wednesday'
of the month and is open to
anyone grieving the loss of a.
spouse. There is no charge.
For information, contact Ami;
Christensen, toll-free at (888)
973-H45.

Entertainment Books
The Plymouth

Symphony League is sell-
ing Entertainment Books.
For only $20, buy the 2008
Entertainment Book and
receive a 2007 Book free. The
book offers 50-percent dis-
count coupons at hundreds
of restaurants and discounts
for many other services and
events.

You can purchase a 2008
Entertainment Book at the
Plymouth Symphony Office,
located next to the Cozy Cafe
in downtown Plymouth, (734)
451-2112, or call Mary Thomas
at (734) 453-3016.
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(Editor's note: A portion
of this story was cut
off in the Aug. 2 Canton
Observer, so we are
running it again in its
entirety.)

BY TfrFANY L PARKS month than this July. Co-owner "As soon as they closed that
STAFF WRITER Adam Adamopoulous says the ramp, our business went down,"

closure of the 1-275 exit ramp he said. 'It's frustrating."
In the 15 years since Jonathan's near his Michigan Avenue busi- Adamopoulous said the restau-

Family Restaurant opened its ness has kept many of the eatery's rant has taken a 30 to 40 percent
doors, it's never had a slower customers away. hit in its customer base.
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Why put your hard earned money in a big, impersonal bank that could change tomorrow?
For over 55 years, Community Financial has made banking easier for our neighbors.

Community Financial Free Checking offers
everything you.need:

• No minimum balance or monthly fees

• Free ATM/Visa16 Check Card

• Free Online Banking with Bill Pay

• Plus, up to $50 Cash and More!

Call, visit or go online to open y^ttr Free

Checking Account at Community Financial

before August 31st and g^ up to-SSO Cash?

Community Financial earns
a 96.2^ Satisfaction Rating

"l have always been impressed with the

professionalism and friendliness of the staff.

The Saturday hours are wpnderful I much

prefer dealing with you, our credit union,

than any hank. You have always considered

your members' needs above all else and

responded accordingly mth great ideas and

options for achieving my goats. Thank you,"

^Member Survey 2006

(734)453-1200 www.cfcu.org:

It's not so much dinner but
we've really seen it during break-
fast and lunch," he said.

Like other business owners
in the area, Adamopoulous said
he's not against the project but
would've preferred it if south-
bound travelers were allowed to
use the exit ramp in some fashion.

"They closed the whole tiling
down," he said, shaking his head.

The project, which is
being done by the Michigan
Department of Transportation,
involves creating an additional
lane to provide dual right- and
left-turn lanes and reconfigur-
ing the median crossover to keep
trucks from overtopping the
existing curb. Traffic signals will
also be reconfigured.

Although the roadwork began
in June and is expected to last
until early September, the ramp
is only slated to be closed offuntil
mid-August.

"It's almost over," said MDOT
spokesman Devon Pannecouk,
adding that it would've been
impossible to keep one side of the '
exit ramp open.

Like Adamopoulous,

Marathon gas station manager
Rocky Patel said the roadwork
has put a dent in their business.

"We used to be packed at this
time," Patel said Tuesday after-
noon, while scanning the sprin-
kling of customers inside the gas
station, located on the southwest
corner of Michigan Avenue and
Haggerty. "We've slowed down by
at least 40 percent."

As one of the construction
workers approached Patel to buy
a bag of ice, he lamented their loss
of business and joked with him,
saying, "Hurry up, man "

Another Marathon station on
the opposite side of 1-275 has also
experienced a dip in customers
since the ramp closure,

"It was immediate," said
Girish Thakker, who owns the
Marathon station on the south-
east corner of Michigan and Lotz.
"It seems like they are work-
ing so slow." According to their
information, Pannecouk said, the
work is on schedule. He's asking
commuters and business owners
to bear with the construction.
"When it opens back up, it's going
to be brand new," he said.

•
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Maqaneh (Sausage) $2.99
Sojok (SpicySausage) .............$2.99
Falafel ..$2.99
FaJafel Medley ...$3.99
falafef, Tabbouli, Hummus
Maqali $2.49
fried Cauliflower & Eggplant
Rosto.. ..$3.49
Chicken in Cream Sauce
Yogurt Sandwich $2.49
Spreadable Yogurt, Olives, Cucumber, Fresh Mint, & Olive Oil
Grape Leaves and Hummus.......... $3.49
Mjadra Salad Sandwich .....$3.29
Borghol Veggie Sandwich .........$3.49
Cracked Wheat, Chickpeas, Tomatoes, S Onions
Friend's Specialty (Kaftaw/Eggpiant). $3.49.....$9.99
Chicken Shawarma $2.99.. .$10.99
MeatShawarma $2.99...$10.99
ShishTawook ...$2.99...$10.99
Chicken Breast

ShishKabob $2.99...$10.99
ShishKafta $2.99 $9.99
Ground Bfpf Onion PantkyA Spices)

Ghallaba Sandwich (Chicken or Meat)....... $3.49...$10.99
£*i/'irr Crf/sf"n (Htlttdek Double Helping of Entree, Soup or

Salad and yom choice of the following: Rice, Hummus or fries

Chicken... $3.69...$6.29
Chicken Fajitas $4.69...$7.19
Steak & Cheese..........S3.69...S6.19
Chicken Shawarma...$3.69...$6.19
MeatShawarma.,.. $3.69.. .$6.19
Turkey........... .......$3.69...$6.19
Tuna ........'. ........$3.69...$6.19
Veggie .$3.69...36.19
*Seafpod....... .$3.69...$6.19
Shrimp & Imitation Crab

Friendly Burger. $5.49
(Spicy Sausage Patty, Scrambled Egg & Cheese)
Egg Burger.... $5.29
Hamburger...... ....$4.99
Chicken Burger... $4.99
Cheeseburger.... $5.29
Salmon Burger......... ...$5.49
All Burgers Come With Coleslaw & Choice of friendly

Fries or Onion Rings

Friend's Specialty! .$2.79
Slices Strawberry, Mango, Apple, Banana, Pineapple & Peaches Mixed
in 108% Mango Juice wltii Golden Raisins, Pistachios, Honey & a Smile

Carrot Juice.. $2.49
Orange Juice...... $2.69

16 oz, Drinks Available

TnpmiHBr
Tabbouli $3.99.. .$5.99
House $3.49.. .$5.49
Fattoush .; $3.99... $5.99
Greek.. ., $4.49.. .$6.49
Rice Almond Salad .53.99.. .$5.99
Yogurt & Cucumber Salad (Soiv/j....$3.49

Regular Large

ILL
Mango Tango.... $2.99
Dried Mangos, Milk, Vanilla he Cream Blended with fee
Appleberry Cream $2.99
Mixed Berries, Vanilla Ice Cream Blended wlm Apple Juice
Strawberry Passion $2.49
Stra wherry, Banana, Milk & Homey Blended with Ice
Guava Passion $2.49
Guava, Mango, & Honey Blended with Ice
BananaRama $2.49
Banana, Milk & Honey Blended with Ice
Health Kick $2.49
Avocado, Banana, Mk & Honey with Ice
Tropical Mix... $2.49
Strawberry, Mango, Guava, Banana, & Hossy Blendsd with Ice

California Sunshine .$2.49
Strawberry, Orange, Pineapple & Honey Blended with Ice

Citrus Crush......... $2.49
Orange, Sweet Lemons, Cherry Syrup

Wot Drinks Available

H u m m u s (Chick Pea Dip).
B a b a Ghanouj (EggplantDip).....
Mjadra (Cracked Wheat & Lentil)..,...
White Rice

.....$3.49.
$3.49.
$4.49.

.....$2.99.

....$5.49
..$5.49

....$6.49
$3.99

Thyme Bread
Cheese Bread
Meat Pie
Meat & Cheese Pie
Veggie Pie
Veggie & Cheese Pie

$1.29....$5.99.
$1.69... .$8.99.
$1.79....S9.79.
$2.79
S1.29.... $6.79... $13.49
S1.49....$7.99...$15.99

.S1O.OO...$1.99

.$17.99.. .$2.99

. $19.49.. .$2.99

Cheese..
Meat
Spinach.
Pizza

.$ .49....$2.69 $5.39

.$ .49....$2.69......$5.39

.$ .39....$2.19 $4.29

.$ .49....$2.69 $5.39

Spinach Pie.
Meat Pie..
Broccoli & Cheese Pie.,

Bach # 12 Dozen - Dozen

$ .99....S4.99......S9.99
$1.29... .$6.79.. .$13.49
$1.49....S7.99.. ,$15.99

MADE
TO ORDER

U JJJJ J
TOTAL PURCHASE

1 Coupon per purchase ° Expires 8-31-O7
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2007 SURVEY
NEWSPAPERS

Name:
*Address:

Gender: D Female • D Male
(Street Number, City/Township and Zip Code)

Age: D 19 and under • • 20s • D 30s • • 40s • • 50s • D 60s* • Older

Education: D High School Graduate • • College Graduate • G Postgrad degree Other:

Total household income: G $30,000 and under • • $31,999-$49,999* • $50,000-$74,999
D $75,000-99,999 • D $100,000 and over

Employed: Q Full-time/Part-time • G Retired • G Other:

How many people live in your household? How many are under age 17?

I Do you currently subscribe to the Observer?.
If yes, how much time do you spend reading? G 20 minutes or more. G Less than 20 minutes.
On a scale of 0-5, (Q being the lowest; 5 the highest) rate your delivery? 0 1 2 3 4 5

If you are not currently a subscriber, have you ever subscribed? G YES G NO I
On a scale of 0-5, how satisfied are you with your Observer? 0 1 2 3 4 5
On a scale of 0-5, how easy is it to find items/sections in the paper? 0 1 2 3 4 5
On a scale of 0-5, rate the relevancy of content in your Observer? 0 1 2 3 4 5
On a scale of 0-5 rate the accuracy of The Observer: 0 1 2 3 4 5

I Rate your level of interest in the topics and/or sections below on a scale of 0-5
(5 being very interested; 0 not at ail)

Hews and features about your city/township/village 0 1 2 3 4 5
News about local government 0 1 2 3 4 5
School news and features

I Hews about police and crime
0 1 2 3 4 5
0 1 2 3 4 5

Food and cooking features 0 1 2 3 4 5
Society news 0 1 2 3 4 5

I
News about religion 0 1 2 3 4 5
Calendar listings of local events 0 1 2 3 4 5
FILTER (Weekly section with news about music, art, local

and regional entertainment, restaurants and movies) 0 1 2 3 4 5
PIHK (Thursday PINKpage and Monthly PINK Section featuring fashion, beauty, women's health) 0 1 2 3 4 5

High school sports news and features 0 1 2 3 4 5
Letters to the editor 0 1 2 3 4 5
Advertisements of stores In your community 0 1 2 3 4 5
Editorials 0 1 2 3 4 5
Opinion columns 0 1 2 3 4 5
News/Features about the environment 0 1 2 3 4 5
Classified Advertising 0 1 2 3 4 5
News/Features about health and fitness 0 1 2 3 4 5
News/Features about local business 0 1 2 3 4 5
Real estate information 0 1 2 3 4 5
Outdoor recreation features 0 1 2 3 4 5

What other news/features would you like to see more of in your Observer?.

What would you like to see less of in your Observer?

What is your main source of local news (news about your community/schools)?.

Do you know that www.hometownlife.com is the Web site of The Observer & Eccentric/Mirror

Newspapers? G Yes G No
Do you use the Internet to obtain news/features and other Information? G Yes G No
If yes. What sites do you visit at least twice a week?

I How may times have you looked at www.hometownlife.com in the last week

I G None Q Once a day G 2-4 times a week Q 5-7 times a week
On a scale of 0-5 (5 being the highest; 0 the lowest) rate how easy is it to find the information

. you are looking for online at www.hometownlife.com? 0 1 2 3 4 5
What would you like to see more of online at www.hometownlife.com?.

What would you like to see less of online at www.hometownlife.com?.

*Respondents who provide a name and address will receive a small gift for filling in the survey
and will be entered into a random drawing for tickets to an upcoming Detroit Tigers game
and/or concert at DTE Music Theater.

We want to hear from you
We value our readers — in print and online

— and want to hear from you. Tell us what
you think about your Observer Newspaper
and our Web site at www.hometownlife.com.

Fill out the survey below and mail to
the Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,
MI 48150 or fax to (734) 591-7279 ATTN:
EDITOR or go to www.hometownlife.com
and fill out the survey online.

Responders who provide a name and
address will receive a small gift and be

entered in a random drawing to win tickets
to an upcoming Tigers game and concerts at
DTE Music Theater or The Palace.

"Tell us what you want to read about in
your Observer," said Susan Rosiek, execu-
tive editor. "Your opinion matters to us as we
strive to improve our newspaper and online
coverage."

Deadline to submit survey information
and be eligible for the ticket drawing is 5
p.m. Monday, Aug. 6.

chance to dine
with Coco
from WJLB-FM

The Observer £2 Eccentric and
Mirror Newspapers are team-
ing up with Buddy's to present
"Dining With the Stars" featur-
ing Coco of "The Coco, Foolish &
Mr. Chase in the Morning Show,"
which airs weekdays from 6-10
a.m.onFM98WJLB.

The show is known through-
out metro Detroit for its laughs,
amazing prizes, hot topics, celeb-
rity gossip and interviews, news
and more.

In 100 words or less, tell us why
you're a fan of Coco and would like
to have lunch or dinner with her at
Buddy's Pizza in August.

Send your fen letter to
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.com
and be sure to include your name,
address, daytime phone number
and e-mail address.

Deadline to enter the August
contest is 5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug.
21.

A photograph of you and
Coco will be published in the
Observer £2 Eccentric and Mirror
Newspapers and online at www.
hometownlife.com.

"We want our winners to dine
with their favorite stars and
feel like a star, too," says Marcy
Brontman of Buddy's Pizza.

Buddy's will also present at
check for $500 to the Detroit
Recovery Project, the charity of
Coco's choice which supports indi-
viduals in identifying and resolv-
ing barriers to achieving a healthy
and productive drug-free lifestyle.

The August winners will be
treated to a limo ride, courtesy of
Pro Tran Transportation, make-
over from "Beauty Salon by XLyle
Lmt. featuring stylist and makeup
artist Christine Fitzpatrick, a
$100 gift certificate to the Reaver
Diamond Co. in Southfield and
a dance exhibition courtesy of
Fred Astaire Dance Studio in
Bloomfield Hills.

Other upcoming "Dining
With the Stars" include Chuck
Gaidica of WDIV-TV (Channel 4),
Attorney Geoffrey Fieger, Florine
Mark of Weight Watchers, health
and fitness guru and O&E colum-
nist Peter Nielsen, Ruth Spencer
of W D I V S "Ruth to the Rescue"
andTrudi Daniels ofWRIF-FM.

No purchase is necessary to
enter. Buddy's Pizza will review
all entries and select the top four
"fan" letters.

The stars featured for the
month will make the final selec-
tion. Lunch and/or dinner date is
to be determined with the winner
and star by Buddy's representa-
tives.

LIKE NUMBERS?
there are a pile

ofHsemirt

., ISlosecIicm

HOURS
M-TH 4-10

FR1& SAT 4-11
SUN 1-9RESTAURANT

Facilities Available for Afternoon Banquets, Bridal Showers, Funerals

AMANTEACUSTOMEIT
APPRECIATION DINNER FOR 2

BUY 1 ENTREE &
GET 1 ENTREE

FREE
With Coupon • Must Purchase 2 Ek'wniqob • Valid Sun - 77)

One Coupon per Couple • FAvomum 3 per tnblr
Not valid witri otirer offers or on liohdnys ot cany-out

I Maximum discount $15 • Expires 9/&Q7

\~* We cater weddings, showers, family reunions,
J corporate and family functions

•x 32777 W. Warren • Garden City
Just East of Venoy

i ' l V - - S L 734-421-1510

Trusted Senior Home Care
We provide a responsive staff accessible

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Our Services Include;
• Non-medical Home Care
•Alzheimer's Care
• Bathing & Personal Care
• Errands & Appointments
• Housekeeping & Laundry
• Companionship
• Personalized Care in

Your Own Home
Our CareGivers are;

•Thoroughly Screened
• Insured and Bonded
•Trained and Professional
• Reliable and Caring
• Matched for Compatibility
• Flexible Scheduling

Call or visit our office for a free,
no-obligation consultation and
receive a complimentary senior

care resource packet.

I

S E N I O R C A R E

734-525-5300
16013 Middlebelt Road

Livonia, MI 48154
www.homeinstead.com

Coco

Pi ilke's
IRlaiikeitipltatce .."

OFfcN
MON.-SAT

9-9
SUN.

38000 Ann Arbor Rd.
Livonia

(734) 464-0330

four A*eo* & Deli f-
Supennarktt t * '

Mike's Marketplace W
FANTASTIC
SAVINGS!

If Sale Starts Monday Aug. 6th - Aug. 12th 7 1

Lean Meaty

COUNTRY $ | 4 9
Family Pack I Ib

Fresh Ground Beef

GROUND $Q392 •b

USDA Select Tender Boneless

$999
1b

1I
Fresh Ground Beef /

GROUND $ 1 8 9
CHUCK I
Family Pack

Boneless

DELMONICO
PORK ROAST

USDA Select

NEW YORK
STRIP STEAK

6-5teak Value Pack

Fresh Grade A

V CUT UP

Fresh Sliced

KRAKUS
IMPORTED HAM

USDA Boneless

SIRLOIN $999::
TIP ROAST "* '

Frnm The Deli
• • W i l l . • mm%m _ * d l

$ 3 Fresh Sliced

MEUNSTER
CHEESE

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-maiketplace.com
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VENDING
FROM PAGE A1

It's a plus for hospital staff
members, many of whom work
outside the 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
cafeteria hours of operation,
said Tom Daskalakis, hospital
vice president and chief oper-
ating officer.

"We have people who start
work at 7 p.m. and they're
getting hungry at midnight
or 1 a.m. This gives them an
option," said Daskalakis, "It
even incorporates people who
are with patients in the ER or
having a baby in the middle of
the night."

After one site visit to see
Fast Track Convenience in
operation, Daskalakis said he
knew it was a good fit for the
hospital.
. "And as an independent hos-
pital, it was a lot easier deci-
sion for us," he said.

Martin Siml, an operating
room technician, was mak-
ing his first visit to Fast Track
Convenience recently and
loaded money onto his hospi-
tal ID badge.

"I'll use it. I'm always here

TOM HAWLEY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Garden City Hospital Vice President and CEO Tom Daskalakis is identified by
his thumbpfint as he makes a purchase at the new Fast Track Convenience
machine inside the hospital.

after the cafeteria closes," said
Siml, who was being shown
the operation by Reshonda
Spears, who works in the hos-
pital human resources depart-

734.454.1850
www Mickotyereekgedf.cQm

FISH FRY
IVERY FRIDAY!

18&GART$35
(AFTER 12)
(DAY SENIi

18&CARP22

"I take a late lunch and they
have put the food away in the
cafeteria. It's good to have
other options," said Spears,
who had purchased a fruit cup
and baked potato chips.

Having worked 20 years in
vending business, Friedrich
said as soon as he saw the
RFID system at a trade show
he knew it could revolutionize
his industry.

"This so cutting edge - you
can offer so much more" he

said. "It really invigorated me.
When you can solve a prob-
lem, that's what makes busi-
ness.

"We're not limited by pack-
age size or price point like
vending machines. A family
can get drinks and sandwich-
es. They can spend $35 - you
never get that with vending
machines."

Sterling Services, which also
does corporate dining and
catering, has a national con-
tract with Freedom Shopping,
the North Carolina-firm
which developed the RFID
software.

irogersfhometowniife.com | (734) 953-2103

i

Pheasant Run i
Golf Club I

46500 Summit Parkway I
Canton, Mi 48188 I

leisure.canton-mi.brg

Scenic & Challenging Course

Number of Holes 27
Par 72 • Yards 7050

Directions: 1-275 W. on Ford to
Canton Center (south) to Summit Pkwy (west)

Tap • Jazz • Russian-Method Ballet with Conditioning • Poime • Hip-Hop • Acting • Vocal & Musical Theatre •

Northvitle's Premier School of Dance

• Celebrating 26 Years of S: rang Norttiville and Surrounding Communities
• Resilient floors...we cars about protecting our students
• Viewing windows-observe classes in session! • Friendly, helpful staff
• Passionate, nurturing teachers who LOVE their work • No teen-aged teachers!
• Dance Masters "Certified byTesttoTeach<"
• Lowertuition but LONGER classes! _ 6 % ^ ^ ^ ~ * ^ V | „

O'f-Campus -
Home of NortnvfIte

Higi. School's
Performance

Dance rompanv

$

• Cap on costume costs
• Your student will sparkle

In our care!

Get in shape for the new
season,..can you handle it?

Mon.-Thurs.. AUG. 6-16 « 4-9 pm

jiLYR^BTJuinnfe
Hon^Thun., AUG. 6-8 • 4-7 pm

fT
L nw students 1st month's tuition or ^ l
j|tii(fents 1st month's tuition of a new subject ne?|5|
{ * Wd bf i f i

248-348-3720
42333 Seven Mile Road • Nortttville

Visit us online at: www.piazzadanceco.com

Tap • Ja?? • RussiatvMethocl Ballet with Condition) fiq Acting •••ffocai & Musical Theatre

Live Life totheFtMesi
at Plymouth Towne Apartments Retirement

Incredible Features & Ais^nities!

Distinct 1 & 2 bedroom aparoSfiit homes

Savory meals served in an eiegarft setting

f -IiHisekeeping and linen service^

2^ hour courtesy stafFmembt

i \*. 11 ing activity calendar

I1 msportation

I'liiN much more!

Coll today for a
complimentary
lunch and tour!

in

senior
734-459-3891

107 Haggerty Rd. * Plymouth, MI 48170

www.seniorvillages.com

Professionally Managed by-Senior Village Management ^Certain conditions apply.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAfF PHOTOGRAPHER

Stylists Kristina Urena and John Edwards watch Laura Clemens get ready for a group photo of the staff.

SALON
FROM PAGE A1

Who was right?
You guessed it — fast

forward decades later and
Baker is the proud owner of
Westbrook Salon, 7249 N.
Canton Center.

"The day we hung the sign
outside was my father's birth-
day," she said. "God works in
mysterious ways."

Despite her father's predic-
tion, Baker was an unlikely
candidate to open a salon.
Instead of going into medicine,
she had entered the corporate
world and was a district man-
ager for Denny's for 12 years.

It wasn't until she settled in
Canton as a divorced single

mother, that she began the
path that led to curling irons
and hair dryers.
. Baker, who had previously

lived in Southfield, couldn't
find a salon that she liked in
the area and was still trekking
to Northland Mall to get her
hair done. She also wanted to
open her own business before
age 40. That's when she says
the light bulb went on.

"We opened one month
before my birthday," she said.
"I had been studying the
demographics of Canton and
knew this would work."

In the beginning, Baker was
simply the owner of the 11-
year-old salon but eventually
got into the act of styling and

LAW OFFICE

er, iP.G.
ROBERT L. BAKER

Attorney at Law

Specializing in:
TTt 1 T

i cioUiitii -LiijU-iy
»*•(! f*-k-i r^fcx

* Wrongful Death \

44670 Ann Arbor Rd., Suite 140
Plymouth, MI 48170

734.455.5300 • Fax: 734.455.5301

earned her license three years
ago.

"I'm fully booked and that's
very exciting," she said.

The salon has 13 staff
members, including Baker's
daughter, Rebecca Roberts. As
a child, Roberts came up with
the salon's name and today,
she's its receptionist.

"I'm proud of my mom," she
said. "Now that I'm an adult, I
know how big of a responsibil-
ity this is for her."

Running the salon, which
puts an emphasis on stylist
training and education, has
been a far cry from the corpo-
rate field.

"It was frustrating at first
because it's not like any other
industry," she said, adding
that her first experiences
with product vendors weren't
smooth. "I had to just stop
and say what I expected in my
place of business."

Linda Gingell, who was one
of Westbrook's first employees,
said although staff turnover
is high for the industry, she's
stayed at the salon because
of its atmosphere and profes-
sional development.

"I watched the salon being
built," she said. "(Baker) and I

Baker, who hasn't set an age to
reach her next goal, said she
dreams of opening another

"J always strive to provide the best possible
care, to my patients knowing they have their
trust in me."

Indrani Nimmagadda, MD
Internal Medicine

To make an
appointment, or for
more information
about Oakwood

South Canton internal
Medicine, please call

734.981.1206 or
visit us on the Web at
www.oakwood.org.

Oakwood South Canton Internal Medicine,
staffed by physician Indrani Nimmagadda, MD

offers Internal Medicine services for men
and women with special focus on

geriatrics and diabetes.

She accepts most insurances.

Office hours are:
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Wednesdays - 1 to 7 p.m.

Saturday hours are available by appointment.

A free gift will be given to the first 15 new
patients who bring this ad in when they

• arrive for their appointment. .

Oakwood South Canton Internal Medicine
42287 Cherry Hltl fioad. Suite D, Canton, Michigan 48188

734.981.1206
Oakwood
We specialize. In you."

"I don't have a target yet,"
she grinned. "I'm still accom-
plishing my goals here."

tSparks@hometownlife,com

(734) 459-2700

Patricia Baker is owner of Westbrook
Salon.

AAA Travel and Hoftend America are pleased to present

and wildiife you'll enjoy on an Alaska vacation. This free, open
to the public event featoes exquisite film footage of Alaska
plus a live performance by an entertaining duo.

Wednesday, August 1 5 * 6:30 p.m.
St. John's Conference Center
44045 Five Mile • Plymouth

RSVP by calling before August 14th
AAA Livonia (734) 462-7000
AAA Canton (734) 844-0146

Special offers available at this event only!

Refreshments & Door Prizes

AAA Travel Consultants wilt be on hand to provide information
on Holland America One's cruise and crutsetour itineraries.

vf Kx ACCELERATING U.
OE08644744
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Steep tuition increases give
a new meaning

Hugh Gallagher

||chigan's state universities have all
I piped in with tuition increases ranging
ifrom 6.4 percent (U-M-Flint, Western

Michigan) to a dizzying 18.1 percent at Wayne
State University.

Wayne is technically increasing its under-
graduate tuition by 12.8 percent but will be
charging a $13-per-credit contingency fee,
which would be rescinded if the Legislature
reinstates a promised August payment in
October. That will raise tuition by $1,227 a
year to. $8,039 for an average student taking
1̂ . credits a semester.

itn a brilliant display of educational double-
speak, WSU announced its
tuition increase July 25 this
way: "In an effort to preserve
both excellence and afford-
ability in the wake of a $23.4
million cut in state funding,
Wayne State University's Board
of Governors today increased
tuition by.12.8 percent."

Isn't that special? This could
be a whole new approach for
anyone who wants to raise the

price of anything.
In order to make your mortgage more

affordable, we're going to increase the inter-
est rate. In order to make government more
affordable, we're going to raise your taxes.

The helpful release goes on to reassure that
Wayne State is a heck of a bargain at $226.05
per credit hour (no wait, with the $13 contin-
gency it's $239-05 per credit hour).

"In spite of the increase, Wayne State still
has tuition rates below average for Michigan's
public universities, and significantly less than
either of the state's two public research uni-
versities," the release says.

Well, all right then. Let's see that would
be the two universities with predominantly
resident students set in college towns. Wayne
State is a commuter school set in the midst of
one of the country's least attractive urban cen-
ters, a school that serves the needs of working
students who can't afford to go to those other
two research universities with the rah-rah
sports teams.

But I don't mean to pick on Wayne State, my
alma mater. All of the state's universities are
in jeopardy. They have been a sacrificial lamb
for both the governor and the legislature. Both
have argued that if taxpayers don't want to
cut funding to K-12 schools, then they have to
accept cuts to the state universities. It's a poor
deal, especially at a time when the state is
touting education as a way out of our econom-
ic morass and research universities as vital to
attracting the new tech businesses.

In a letter to WSU alumni on Aug. 1,
President Irvin Reid took a less evasive
approach in explaining the university's tuition

But I don't mean to pick on Wayne State, my
alma mater All of the state's universities are in
jeopardy. They have been a sacrificial lamb for
both the governor and the legislature. Both have
argued that if taxpayers don't want to cut funding

at a time when the state is
a way out of our economic
universities as vital to attr
businesses.

as

hike (the inflationary 12.8, not the mind-bog-
gling but maybe temporary 18.1): "No one
wanted this to happen. We know that every
time we are forced to raise tuition it cre-
ates a hardship for our students and their
families. But the Board had no alternative:
Wayne State University faces a potentially
catastrophic $23.2 million reduction in state
appropriations in 2008. Our state support
now is approximately equal to the funding we
received 11 years ago, in 1996, with no factor
for inflation."

Reid assures the alumni that WSU has
made deep cuts "without compromising the
quality of our academic programs and other
student services." He also assures that the
university will make every effort to provide
financial aid.

The kicker, of course, is to ask the alumni's
support in prodding state legislators to act on
adequately funding the state's universities.

President Reid, consider this my positive
response to your call to arms (well, e-mails,
actually).

All of Michigan's state universities are
important to moving this state back to the
position of social and economic leadership it
once enjoyed. From those other two research
universities to the strong collection of region-
al universities, they serve in giving our yoimg
a chance to survive in a constantly shifting
economic environment.

But Wayne State, in particular, provides an
educational opportunity for those who would
otherwise never go to college. It's a place more
than any of the state's other schools that is
and can continue to be a beacon toward some-
thing better.

Of all the schools, Wayne State needs to
keep its costs down. A 12.8 percent tuition
hike is a deal breaker for m?iriy. An 18.1 per-
cent hike is a heart breaker,

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-maii at hgaila-
gher@hometownlife.com or by phone at (734) 953 2149

Michigan is alone in offering legal
protection to overweight workers
H ey, fat people (I mean no disrespect),

does the law protect you from, losing
your job, not receiving that promo-

tion or even earning less pay than your
skinny coworkers? The short answer is "no."
Employers can legally discriminate against
you just because you're fat ~ that is, in every
state except for one — Michigan.

Michigan is the only state in the country
that bans discrimination in the workplace
based on weight. In 1076, the Elliott-Larsen
Civil Rights Act was enacted to prevent such
workplace bias.

One has to wonder why no other state has
flowed Michigan's lead. Michigan ranks

third in the country for the
highest rate of obesity. Nearly
62 percent of Michigan resi-
dents are considered over-
weight or obese according to
a 2004 Michigan Surgeon
General Health Status
Report. Detroit alone was the
fattest city in America from

Charliei!n2£Il 2 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 ? a s stated in
Men's magazine.

Obesity is generally
defined as being 30 to 40 pounds overweight.
Moibidly obese is at least 100 pounds over-
v. eight.

Numerous studies show moderately over-
vv eight tc obese people are discriminated
against HO1: just in employment situations,
fhe Rudd Center for Food and Pol''"1

Obe&ity at Yale University, in*?' . < .• aidt tat
peop'e face bias and discrii*. • .*don by teach-
ei s a .1 even by health e^re providers.

A 11 cent article in the Journal of American
Assoc ation of Justice observed that jurors
pei ceive fat; laintiffs in lawsuits as not tak-
ing care of their bodies and therefore not
deserving of a favorable verdict. A British
study concluded th.3* v^^etive criminal
defendants are Ifcas likely to be found guilty
than not so attractive defendants.

Yet Michigan continues to protect fat peo-
ple A 2001 jury awarded nearly $300,000
to a 360-pound man from Bad Axe who
claimed he was fired because he was fat. The
company claimed that his morbid obesity
caused excessive sweating and the need to
sleep during breaks. He was called "lazy."
The Michigan jury sent a message. Had the

Yet, Michigan continues to protect fat people.
A 2001 jury awarded nearly $300,000 to a 360-
pound man from Bad Axe who claimed he was
fired because he was fat. The company claimed
that his morbid obesity caused excessive /
sweating and the need to sleep during breaks.
He was called "lazy." The Michigan jury sent a
message. Had the trial been held in any other
state, the big man would have had a 98 percent
chance of losing according to a study by the
American Bar Association which found that
disability cases - based on a physical disability
(not just being fat) - are mostly decided in the
employer's favor.

trial been held in any other state, the big
man would have had a 98 percent chance of r
losing according to a study by the American
Bar Association which found that disability ;
ca"•*& — based on a physical disability (not v.t
just being fat) -~ are mostly decided in the
employer's favor.

Called "size discrimination," its evils are
championed by the National Association
to Advance Fat Acceptance. For example,
at its recent annual convention, the group,
launched a writing campaign to educate ~-
Massachusetts lawmakers who are con-
sidering legislation to prevent discrimi-* ,;
nation based on height and weight. The •;•
Massachusetts legislation is based on
Michigan's law. , i

The bottom line: It's silly to suggest that \
fat-friendly laws encourage people to overeat.;
If a worker is capable of performing the job, !

the size of that worker should not matter.
Public policy should encourage people to get t
healthy, while the law should provide protect- ;.*
tion for those who try. ^

Charlie Langton, a Troy resident, Is an attorney. He :

regularly provides legal commentary for FOX 2 news • Z
and WWJ-AM (950). He is 3 trustee of the Michigan • ;•
State University College of Law. Contact him at 33200 ;-
Dequindre, Suite 100, Sterling Heights 48310, at'dang- '
ton@langtonlaw.com or at (586) 268-8200.

Got Game?
Yep, got scores, too.

'THINKING

• Quietest Units
•Affordable Pricing
• Quality Installation
• Extended Warranties
• EZ Financing

(734)525-1930

Our ̂ rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8979 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA.

oeoB5 ness

CANTON CINEMA
Goodildt

ALITY
THEATERS

Priced Right

vnvw.OSTUont

1 Mils West of IKEA

! DETROIT'S BEST

MOVIE DEAL
ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
Aduits

*3.00 Students, Late Sbow,
Adults Until 6 PM,
Kids, & Seniors

©No p i l t t i Free drink noils a ase corn refltli

SHOWTf MES VAUD 8/3 - 8/9
Every Monday

thru Friday
at 10:30 am

Man 8/8-Frl a/10
FLUSHED AWAY (PQ)

O UNDERDOG (PG)
11:05,1 05,3:05,-5:05,7:05, 9:05
FRI/SATLS 11:05
0 THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PQ-13)
11:4O,2:10,4:40,-7:10,9:40
©THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (FG-13)
11:00,1:10,3:20, 5;25, 7:30, 9:45
FRI/SATLS 11:45
1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK AND
LARRY (PG-iS)
11:10,1:40,4:10,6:40,9:10
FRI/SATLS 11:30
HAIRSPRAY (PG)
11:15,1:50,4:25,7:00,9:35
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE
PHOENIX (PQ-13) 12:40, 3:30, 6:25, 9:20
TRANSFORMERS (PG-13)
12:00,3:00,6:15,9:15

20oz.DRINK
with $2,S0 purchase

o( 46m. bag of buttery popcorn

UPGRADE
TO A LAND
RfiVFR
and take advantage of our
exclusive Privilege Program

Privilege Program members take advantage of a variety

of special benefits including extended service contracts

and so much more. And, with platinum membership,

your benefits are even greater, including

» Priority service scheduling
» Free interior and exterior carwash anytime

» White glove detail service

Great vehicles. Great service. What could be better?

'-. „,_*•£

3a_ !.._...-V'

2007 RANGE ROVER SPORT [ 2008 LR2 SE

$699
PER MONTH*

$299
PER MONTH"

Land Rover Farmmgton Hills
38200 Grand River Ave.
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335

' (888) 202-9403'

Mon. '& Th. 7 : 3 0 - 9 pm
Tue., Wed- & FrL, 7 :30 am - 6 pm, Sa l . . 8 am - 4 pm

On Grand River Ave. just east of Haggerty

*A/Z plans with $3,999 due at signing plus tax, title and license.

Twenty-four month lease 10,500 miles perycar. Call for details.

Get a great rate
and liquidity.

Fifth Third Money Market
Savings Account

JXUUAPY
: Balances of $50,000 or more: 5.00% APY

Balances $25,000 to $49,999:4.45% APY
Balances $10,000 to $24,999:4.15% APY

Balances $10,000 or less: 0.00% APY

Now you can earn a great interest rate that reacts to the market*
and still have access to your savings with check writing ability.

There are no minimum balance fees, and your first order of checks
is free.** Get it all from one great savings account.

Call 1-877-579-5353 or walk in any of our 89 Southeast
Michigan Banking Centers, including our

newest location in Ann Arbor at 2090 West Stadium.

FIFTH THIRD BANK
www.53.com

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 8/04/07. Rates may change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. $50 minimum deposit required
to open an account. $25 fee if account is closed within 180 days of opening. No interest earned on balances below $10,000. Returned check and overdraft fees
apply to aiiaccounts with check access. A total of six free pre-authorized or automatic withdrawals (three of which may be checks) are allowed per month.

"Free check orders of limited 50-pack - all other check orders are full price. Fifth Third reserves tfie right to refuse any deposit. Fifth Third and Flffii Third Sank
are registered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC.
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Stop on Red
Week stresses
importance of
obeying lights

More than 4,298 crashes that
occurred at signalized intersec-
tions in 2006 (a decrease from
2005 of more than 500) in"
Southeast Michigan could nave
been avoided by one simple,
action — stopping when the
traffic light was red.

Seventeen of those crashes
(five more than in 2005)
were fatal. SEMCOG, the
Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments, along
with the Federal Highway
Administration, have designat-
ed Aug. 5-11 as the 10th annual
National Stop on Red Week.

"We at SEMCOG hope that
these statistics help to drive
home the fact that there are
serious problems at lighted
intersections," says Paul Tait,

"SEMCOG executive director.
, f'We're all in a hurry these days,
, and there's a lot of construc-
tion and congestion, but please
remember to stop when the
light is red. And even when
the light is green for you, make
sure that the vehicle with the
red light has actually stopped
before proceeding through the
intersection."

In 2006, 37,149 traffic
crashes took place at signal-
ized intersections in Southeast
Michigan (down from 40,212
crashes in 2005); 10.7 percent

,of those (or 4,298) involved
red-light runners. Of the 60

. crashes that resulted in fatali-
' ties at signalized intersections,
red-light runners were involved
over 28 percent of the time.

While the red-light running
numbers are still high, they
have been declining. Why? In
Southeast Michigan, that is
likely due to some recent engi-
neering improvements:

Increased signal retiming
to optimize green time,
reduce traffic delay, and pro-
mote progression on corridors
reduces motorist frustration

,_ and their inclination to run
fed lights.
", Additional information on
$he nation campaign can be
found at www.stopredlightrun-
ning.com.

My husband and I are in
our mid-40s. We have been
contributing to 40l(k)s,
Roth IRAs and MESPs.
We have minimal debt
and money to invest. In
figuring out what our
monthly expenses are —• we
spend a lot of money on
whatever we feel like buying
~~ do I only include in the
must-have utilities, house
payments, insurances etc., or
everything else?

Congratulations on being
debt-free and saving for your
child's college education. I
also love the fact that you are
using Roth IRAs in saving for
your retirement in addition to
401(k) plans.

When you determine your
monthly expenses, you should
include everything, including the
luxuries and the unnecessary
items that you purchase. Only by
determining your true monthly
expenses will the number calcu-
lated be relevant to you.

The luxuries and the little

G:ieer To*- the
hometeam.

rend

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

unnecessary
items that you
purchase on a
regular basis

, are part of
the quality of
your life. Even
though you do
not necessar-
ily need these
items, if you
did not have
the flexibility

and luxury of purchasing them
on a regular basis, it would •
reduce your quality of life.

The goal of saving money
for retirement is to be able to
maintain your present life-
style. By including all your
purchases in the calculation,
it will help determine a real-
istic amount you will need in
retirement.

This number is essential
to good financial planning.
Before someone starts invest-
ing their money, they need to
establish an emergency fund
of money. To me, an emer-

gency fund of money should
be anywhere between three to
six months of living expenses.
Once again, not what you
potentially can live oh per
month, but what it actu-
ally costs you to live a month,
including all the incidentals
and luxuries.

One good way to determine
whether your number is some-,
what accurate is to look at
your monthly take-home pay.
Then you can determine what
,you are saving on a month-to-
month basis.

I'd like your comments
on how to assess the need
for life insurance after
retirement. It seems
we have enough money
to last throughout our
lifetime and neither my
husband nor myself is
currently generating any
active income. Is there
a compelling reason to
purchase life insurance?

I've always been a believer

that life insurance — in fact,
all insurance — is a means of
covering risk. Unfortunately,
too many people purchase life
insurance as an investment
and as far as I am concerned,
that makes no sense.

In the case of life insurance,
we all know that eventually we
will leave this earth. However,
that doesn't mean we all need
life insurance.

If no one loses out finan-
cially, either because no one
is financially dependent upon
that individual or there are
enough other resources to
offset the loss, then there is no
need for life insurance.

For those who need it, I
recommend term insurance.
Term insurance is the simplest
form of life insurance because
it allows you to buy insurance
for the period of time you need
it. Some people may need life
insurance for a 10-year period,
while others need it for a 30-
year period. It is the rare indi-
vidual that needs life insur-

ance for their entire life.
Term insurance is a frac-

tion of the cost of whole life,
variable, universal life and the
other types of life insurance
that are sold. Many salespeople
do not like to sell term insur-
ance because the commissions
are not as generous as with
other types of insurance.

I believe life insurance is an
important product in many
situations, however, you have ',
to use the right product and it
has to be cost-efficient;

Anyone considering life
insurance should always con-
sider term insurance as an
option and never forget to ;
shop insurance around for
competitive bids.

Rick Bfoom is a fee-only financial ;
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers*
can submit questions at moneymat- •
ters@hometownlife.com. For more '.
information, visit Rick's Web site at .
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noon to 3
p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).
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Complete Repair & Service All Makes and Models */
Howard Mfiler Showroom and Service Center
We make house calls far Grandfather Clacks
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Lawrence Tech at Schoolcraft College
Thursday, August 9
Thursday, August IB
4 - 7 p.m.

Saturday, August 25
10 a.m.'- 2 p.m.

VisTaTech Center
18G00 Haggei'ty Road,
Livonia

Jt iXPLORE the Bachelor,o.f Science in
Mechanical Engineering" and. the Master-of
Business Administration offered at Schoolcraft.

• Bring your unofficial transcripts and re'suine for an-
on-the-spot credential review. : V \

• Application fee WAIVED!' . . \ . '..' ". • .. '-.

For more information call Lawrence Tech admissions at 8flD.CALL.LTli.

.21000 West Ten Miie Road
Southfiefd,' Ml -48075^1058

ltu.edu

Wide&
Extra Wide

Widths

T E G H K O L O G U f l L - '
U N i V E R S ITY.

SALE STARTS TQMQRROW!
on9Aug,Mh^

• Skechers •

29522 Ford Road • Garden City
1/2 block west of Middlebelt

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30am-8pm;
Tues., Wed. 9:30am-6pm; Sat. 9am-6pm

Hershey's Too Comfort Shoes
47750 Grand River • Novi

West Market Square at Beck Road
Between Kroger & Nome Depot

Mon.-Sat. 9:30am-6prn • Not all brands at Novi store

248-347-7838
35455OB J

s
Stop by your neighborhood TCF Bank today or visit www.tdFbank.com to find the location nearest you.

"©2007 TCF National Bank, Member FDIC. www.tcfbank.com. *The following TCF Premier Savings Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective as of 7/20/07: $99,999+ = 5.10% APY; $50,000499,998.99 = 4.00% APY; $10,000-$49;999.99 = 3.15% APY; $2,500-$9,999.99-
1.10% APY; $0.01 -$2,499.99 = 0.10% APY. Minimum balance to open a TCF Premier Savings account is $50.00. Rates are subject io change. Fees may reduce earnings. "The following TCF Premier Checking Annua! Percentage Yields (APYs} are effective as of 7/20/07: $99,999+
= 4.30% APY; $50,000499,998.99 = 3.10% APY; $10,000-549,999.99 = 2.30% APY; $2,500-$9,999.99 = 1.00% APY; $0.0142,499.99 = 0.00% APY. Minimum balance to open a TCF Premier Checking account is $500.00. Rates subject to change. Fees may reduce earnings. Wew
Accounts must be opened between May 25 - August 10,2007. Available to individuals and small businesses without a TCF checking account in the past 90 days. Personal accounts must establish a direct deposit and direct debit of $25 or more from a third party source by September
14,2007 to qualify; business accounts may qualify with two direct debits of $25 or more. TCF rese/ves the right to cancel this promotion at any time. Customer is responsible for applicable taxes. See a TCF Representative for additional requirements. Please allow 5-8 weeks for
processing and deliver/ of award. : •


