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work

stifles business,

frustrates many

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

In the 15 years since
Jonathan'’s Family Restaurant
opened its doors, it’s never had
a slower month than this July.

Co-owner Adam
Adamopoulous says the'closure
of the [-275 exit ramp near his
Michigan Avenue business has
kept many of the eatery’s cus-
tomers away.

“As soon as they closed
that ramp, our business went
down,” he said, “It’s frustrat-
ing”

Adamopoulous said the
restaurant has taken a 30 to
40 percent hit in its customer
base.

“It’s not so much dinner
but we've really seen it during
breakfast and lunch,” he said.

Like other business owners
in the area, Adamopoulous
said he’s not against the proj-
ect but would've preferred it
if southbound travelers were
allowed to use the exit ramp in
some fashion,

“They closed the whole thing
down,” he said, shaking his
head.

The project, which is
being done by the Michigan
Department of Transportation,
involves creating an additional
lane to provide dual right-and

The project, which is being done
by the Michigan Department

of Transportation, involves
creating an additional fane to
provide dual right- and ieft-turn
lanes and reconfiguring the
median crossover.
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left-turn lanes and reconfigur-
ing the median crossover to
keep trucks from overtopping
the existing curb. Traffic sig-
nals will also be reconfigured.
Although the roadwork

began in June and is expected .

to last until early September,
the ramp is only slated to be
closed off until mid-August.

“It’s almost over,” said
MDOT spokesman Devon
Pannecouk, adding that it
would’ve been impossible to
keep one side of the exit ramp
open.

Like Adamopoulous,
Marathon gas station manager
Rocky Patel said ihe roadwork

has put a dent in their business.

“We used to be packed at
this time,” Pate] said Tuesday
afternoon, while scanning the
sprinkling of customers inside
the gas station, located on the
southwest corner of Michigan
Avenue and Haggerty, “We've

Canton woman sentenced
to jail time in con plan

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, Christina Nicole
Tracy’s attorney argued for her
release from Wayne County
Jail. Instead, a day later, she
was ordered to stay there for
seven months.

Tracy, 28, has been sen-

+ tenced for conning her dead

roommate’s father out of
nearly $2,000 earlier this
year,

In addition to the seven
months in jail, the former
Canton woman will be on
probation for two years, must
undergo drug treatment and
was ordered to repay Ashley
Pierce’s father $1,800.

Pierce, 19, had only lived
with Tracy a short time before
she died of a self-imposed
drug overdose inside their
apariment in February.

Tracy kept the teen's body
hidden for nearly three weeks
under a pile of clothing in
their living room and called
Pierce’s father several times
pretending to be her and
requesting money.

© The Observer
& Eccentric
For Home Newspapers
Delivery call:
Volume 33
(B66) 887-2737 - Number 10

While in court Tuesday,
Tracy told Judge Amy
Hathaway she had been clean
for more than 170 days and
had begun deing rehab before
she was locked up.

Although Tracy, who wore
her long hair in cornrolls,
appeared pleasant with
Hathaway, she scowled at
Patrick McCarthy, the father
of another of her roommates
that died of an overdose.

“If looks could kill,”
McCarthy muttered, adding
that he believes Tracy took
advantage of his 33-year-old
son, Christopher, when he
was high.

Christopher McCarthy was
living with Tracy in Dearborn
when he died last year. In light
of the situation with Pierce’s
father, Dearborn police had
reopened the investigation into
his death but have since closed
the case again.

Tracy, who had been placed
on suicide watch inside the jail,
has already served about two
months,
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Josh Hammond is an active membef of the Exchange Club, now serving on their board of directors.

Never too young

Teen plans to continue Exchange' Club duties

* BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

‘When he begins his studies at the University
of Michigan this fall, Josh Hammeond doesn’t
plan on saying goodbye to the service club

where he made history.

Josh, 17, of Canton, slid into the role as
the youngest board member of the Canton
Exchange Club a few years ago and has been
involved with the child abuse preventlon group

most of his life.

That won't stop once he becomes a college

freshman,

“I'll always be a member,” he said, adding
that he hopes to ¢ome back to Canton for the
group’s biweekly meetmgs but added that he
could possibly joinr an Ann Arbor-area chapter

of the national organization.

“This was (instilled) in me at a young age,”
he said. “I think most kids are oblivious to
child abuse because they don't see it.”

The 2007 Plymouth High School graduate
began attending Exchange meetings with his.

grandparents, David and Fayne Loveland at
age 9.

gBesxdes being a family tradition — Dav1d
Loveland helped begin the township chapter
- the club has personal meaning for Josh.

“My gra.ndmother was abused,” he sa.zd “It
hits home.”

Fayne Loveland, now in her 705, still has
vivid, painful memories of the abuse she suf-
fered at the hands of her mother.

Cheryl Hammond, Josh's mother and
Fayne’s daughter, said her mother's experienc-
es helped make their entire family passmnate
about child abuse prevention.

“Even now, my mother still doesn’t like to
talk about it,” Cheryl Hammond said softly. T
was cruel.

Through his work with the group, Josh has
helped allocate funds, balance budgets, plan
events and perform community service, He’s
also had the 6pportunity to interact with
abuse victims.
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Just before he waived .
his preliminary exam
Wednesday, the state
added another charge
against William Floyd

Craner in the July 15 death
of a Romulus motoreyclist.

When Craner, 45,
crashed his Camaro in(

. police, hi
 blood aleo-
| hol level”
was 19>
more than-
doubleithe
legal hmlt
of .08,

In addition to charges.”
of second-degree murder, ¢
first-degree fleeing and
eluding police and man- -
slaughter with a motor.
vehicle, the Van Buren .
Township man has been'-
charged with operating a
vehicle while intoxicated
and causing a death.

Craner, who has been
soft-spoken during each of
his court appearances, told
Judge John E. MacDonald

Craner

Craner s release.

Craner struck and kﬂled
Qnuasarano, a married
father of three, on Mlchlgan
Avenue near Haggerty Road
as he attempted to outrun
police after hitting another
vehicle. oo

Craner, who was not .’
seriously injured inthe **
crash, led police on atwo-
mile chase where speeds
reached 100 mph. The
three bikers riding along-
side Quasarano, including.

his wife, Cindy, were net®:" . - .

injured.

if convieted of the
second-degree murder.
charge, Craner could get ™
life in prison. He hastwo.
previous misdemeanors for
drunken driving that hap-
pened more than 10 years. -
ago. : ;

tiparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-27C0

Commq Sunday
in Health -

The Cyherknife is making
surgery easier and less rtsk\r

R R e TR







