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1-275 ramp work
stifles business,
frustrates many

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

In the 15 years since
Jonathan's Family Restaurant
opened its doors, it's never had
a slower month than this July.

Co-owner Adam
Adamopoulous says the closure
of the 1-275 exit ramp near his
Michigan Avenue business has
kept many of the eatery's cus-
tomers away,

"As soon as they closed
that ramp, our business went
down," he said. "It's frustrat-
ing."

Adamopoulous said the
restaurant has taken a 30 to
40 percent hit in its customer
base.

"It's not so much dinner
but we've really seen it during
breakfast and lunch," he said.

Like other business owners
in the area, Adamopoulous
said he's not against the proj-
ect but would've preferred it
if southbound travelers were
allowed to use the exit ramp in
some fashion.

"They closed the whole thing
down," he said, shaking his
head.

The project, which is
being done by the Michigan
Department of Transportation,
involves creating an additional
lane to provide dual right- and

The project, which is being done
by the Michigan Department
of Transportation, involves
creating an additional lane to
provide dual right- and left-turn
lanes and reconfiguring the
median crossover.

left-turn lanes and reconfigur-
ing the median crossover to
keep trucks from overtopping
the existing curb. Traffic sig-
nals will also be reconfigured.

Although the roadwork
began in June and is expected -
to last until early September,
the ramp is only slated to be
closed off until mid-August.

"It's almost over," said
MDOT spokesman Devon
Pannecouk, adding that it
would've been impossible to
keep one side of the exit ramp
open.

Like Adamopoulou*!,
Marathon gas station manager
Rocky Patel said the roadwork
has put a dent in their business.

"We used to be packed at
this time," Patel said Tuesday
afternoon, while scanning the
sprinkling of customers inside
the gas station, located on the
southwest corner of Michigan
Avenue and Haggerty. "We've

Canton woman sentenced
to jail time in con plan

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, Christina Nicole
Tracy's attorney argued for her
release from Wayne County
Jail. Instead, a day later, she
was ordered to stay there for
seven months.

Tracy, 28, has been sen-
tenced for conning her dead
roommate's father out of
nearly $2,000 earlier this
year.

In addition to the seven .
months in jail, the former
Canton woman will be on
probation for two years, must
undergo drug treatment and
was ordered to repay Ashley
Pierce's father $1,800.

Pierce, 19, had only lived
with Tracy a short time before
she died of a self-imposed
drug overdose inside their
apartment in February.

Tracy kept the teen's body
hidden for nearly three weeks
under a pile of clothing in
their living room and called
Pierce's father several times
pretending to be her and
requesting money.

While in court Tuesday,
Tracy told Judge Amy
Hathaway she had been clean
for more than 170 days and
had begun doing rehab before
she was locked up.

Although Tracy, who wore
her long hair in cornrolls,
appeared pleasant with
Hathaway, she scowled at
Patrick McCarthy, the father
of another of her roommates
that died of an overdose.

"If looks could kill/'
McCarthy muttered, adding
that he believes Tracy took
advantage of his 33-year-old
son, Christopher, when he
was high.

Christopher McCarthy was
living with Tracy in Dearborn
when he died last year. In light
of the situation with Pierce's
father, Dearborn police had
reopened the investigation into
his death but have since closed
the case again.

Tracy, who had been placed
on suicide watch inside the jail,
has already served about two
months.
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Josh Hammond is an active membe? of the Exchange Club, now serving on their board of directors.

Never too young
Teen plans to continue Exchange Club duties

BY TIFFANY L PARKS
STAFF WRITER

When he begins his studies at the University
of Michigan this fall, Josh Hammond doesn't
plan on saying goodbye to the service club
where he made history.

Josh, 17, of Canton, slid into the role as
the youngest board member of the Canton
Exchange Club a few years ago and has been
involved with the child abuse prevention group
most of his life.

That won't stop once he becomes a college
freshman.

"I'll always be a member," he said, adding
that he hopes to come back to Canton for the
group's biweekly meetings but added that he
could possibly join an Ann Arbor-area chapter
of the national organization.

"This was (instilled) in me at a young age,"
he said. "I think most kids are oblivious to
child abuse because they don't see it."

The 2007 Plymouth High School graduate
began attending Exchange meetings with his

grandparents, David and Fayne Loveland, at
age 9.

Besides being a family tradition — David
Loveland helped begin the township chapter
— the club has personal meaning for Josh.

"My grandmother was abused," he said. "It
hits home."

Fayne Loveland, now in her 70s, still has
vivid, painful memories of the abuse she suf-
fered at the hands of her mother.
. Cheryl Hammond, Josh's mother and
Fayne's daughter, said her mother's experienc-
es helped make their entire family passionate
about child abuse prevention.

"Even now, my mother still doesn't like to
talk about it," Cheryl Hammond said softly. "It
was cruel."

Through his work with the group, Josh has
helped allocate funds, balance budgets, plan
events and perform community service. He's
also had the opportunity to interact with
abuse victims.
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Suspect
waives
cycle
death
exam j

Craner

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS ^
. STAFF WRITER sfej

Just before he waived
his preliminary exam
Wednesday, the state
added another charge
against William Floyd
Craner in the July 15 de^th
of a Romulus motorcyclist.

When Craner, 45, > r

crashed his Camaro intoVl
Tony e g
Quasar,?^,
while flee-
ing fronf;<;.
police, his
blood alco-
hol level
was .19-r.
more ttisin'
doublethe
legal limit
of .08. ;^

In addition to charges "^
of second-degree murder,*^
first-degree fleeing and
eluding police and man-
slaughter with a motor
vehicle, the Van Buren
Township man has been;
charged with operating a
vehicle while intoxicated
and causing a death.

Craner, who has been
soft-spoken during each of
his court appearances, told
Judge John E. MacDonald
that hennderstood the
implications of waiving his
preliminary hearing and
will be formally arraigned
Aug. 15 in Detrojjr-

At that time/the judge is
also expected to consider
releasing Craner onj>oncl.

Members of the Motor
City HOG Club, of whi#i
Quasarano, 46, was a
popular member, packed
35th District Courtariji-
balked at tne suggestion of
Craner's release.

Craner struck and killed
Quasarano, a married .̂
father of three, on Michigan
Avenue near Haggerty Road
as he attempted to outrun
police after hitting another,
vehicle. . ',"'

Craner, who was not •,"
seriously injured in the
crash, led police on a two-
mile chase where speeds
reached 100 mph. The
three bikers riding along- ,
side Quasarano, including,;
his wife, Cindy, were riot''"--'
injured.

If convicted of the
second-degree murder ^
charge, Craner could get"
life in prison. He has two-
previous misdemeanors for
drunken driving that hap-
pened more than 10 years
ago. ?
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Band fund-raiser
The Plymouth-Canton

Marching Band (PCMB) is
hosting its annual "PCMB Car
Wash-A-Thon" on Saturday,
Aug. 4, at the Canton High
School parking lot in Canton,
Mich, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The car wash is free. Money
is raised through pledges
gathered by approximately
200 band members.

Individual band members
of the not-for-profit organiza-
tion are accepting between
one half cent to two cents
for every car washed or a
donation prior to the day's
activities. The band expects
to wash about 1000 vehicles.
Donations are tax deductible.

"The Car Wash-A-Thon" is
one of the biggest fund-rais- .
ers of the year," stated Mark
Stamper, president of the
2007 Plymouth Canton Music
Boosters. "The money raised
helps the kids with participa-
tion fees to be in the band,
including uniforms, instruc-
tion, and the cost to attend
band camp in August. The car
wash itself is fun for the kids
and parents alike."

The award-winning high
school band is comprised of
students at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park. The
group of nearly 200 student
musicians and performers
is led by Director of Bands,
Marc Whitlock,

PCMB has won the

State Championship at the
Michigan Competing Band
Association Competition for
19 of the last 21 years. The
marching band has earned
the honor of top band in the
Nation three times, with a
combined list of 500 awards
in the last two decades. In
2006, PCMB was named
regional champions of the
Bands of America competi-
tion held at Eastern Michigan
University, and finished ninth
in the nation at the National
Bands of America event.

Canton High School is
located at 8415 Canton Center
Road (at the intersection of
Joy and Canton Center roads).

Canton jam session
The 2007 Axis Music

Canton Jam Session is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Aug. 24 at the Willow Creek
Shopping Plaza. Presented
by Axis Music and local
community partners, this
free music and.dance event
will also feature plenty of
food. It will feature local
youth to seasoned veteran
performers performing a
variety of stylings on an out-
door stage.

Demonstrations from local
businesses will provide the
opportunity to see what
Canton has to offer while
experiencing a diverse series
of live music, art and fash-
ion. For more information,
please call (734) 844-0100.

Here's the new Observer office location on Main in Plymouth.
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Canton Newcomers 36th
season

The Canton Newcomers
will hold their 2007-08 adult
general kickoff meeting at
7:15 p.m., Wednesday Sept. 5
at the Workman Elementary
cafeteria (250 Denton Road at
Cherry Hill). The group is look-
ing for new members, though
you don't need to be new to
Canton to become a member.

The group has a number of
regular activities, including
Book Club, Bunko, Chick Flick,
Couples Night, Moms and Tots,
Creative Kids, Helping Hands,
Game Night, Playgroups,

Ladies Day Out, Scrapbooking,
Little Explorers, and Walking.
The group's regular meetings
are the first Wednesday of the
month at the Sunflower subdi-
vision clubhouse.

If you would like to meet
your "neighbors", enjoy refresh-
ments from Carrabba's and
Back Home Bakery, sign up
for various interest groups and
donate to the Susan G. Komen
breast cancer initiative, plan to
attend the kickoff meeting. For
more information, call (734)
398-6487 before the meet-
ing. To learn more about this
2006 Community Supporter
Award winning club, including

Home-like faall
sofas, pfcsty &trt
Trained &. loving
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at Happy Hounds

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

HOW TO REACH US
Home Delivery/Customer Service . .1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)
Newsroom . . . . . . .(734) 459-2700 Fax . . . . . . .(734) 459-4224
Sports Niqhtline (734) 953-2104
Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355)
Display Advertising (734) 953-2153

POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS
The Plymouth Observer - Publication NO. USPS 436-360 Published every Thursday and

Sunday. Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150.

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,

requesting a complimentary
September newsletter, visit
cantonnewcorhers.org.

Jazz concert series
The Summer Jazz Concert

series on Canton's Ford Road
continues on Friday evenings
in August. The free concerts
will take place on the Canton
Live stage at Various shopping
centers in the DDA District.
Audiences are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs and enjoy
live jazz music brought to the
community by the Canton
DDA in partnership with V98.7
Smooth Jazz radio, and spon-
sored in part by Schoolcraft
College. Also supporting the
event is the Canton Chamber
of Commerce and Canton's
Leisure Services Department.

Plan to come early, enjoy a
meal at one of the many res-
taurants in the area or do some
shopping at the nearby busi-
nesses. All concerts begin at 7
p.m.

B Aug. 3 - Herbie Russ
Band at Harvard Square (Ford
Road just east of Sheldon
Road)

• Aug. 10 - Randy Scott at
Canton Corners (Ford Road
just west of Lilley Road)

• Aug. 17 - John E.
Lawrence and Friends at New
Towne Center (Ford Road just
west of Sheldon Road)

B Aug. 24 - Hot Sauce at
Willow Creek Center (Ford
Road between Lilley and
Haggerty)

For more information on the
Summer Jazz Concert Series,
please call (734) 394-5186.

Leadership Canton
Leadership Canton is now .

accepting applications for the
2007-2008 leadership class.
Leadership Canton is an eight
month class from October
through May, designed by the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
in cooperation with the Canton
Township. Established in 1994,
Leadership Canton's main goal
is developing leaders to meet,
the challenges of the future.
It's a program that has been
developed to help current and
potential leaders broaden
their awareness of leadership
opportunities in the Canton
Community.

Each day long seminar
includes a lunch, and is held
at a different location around
Canton, where the group wiU
tour the facility and have a
guest speaker that is an expert
in the field. Participants will
learn a wide range of specific
topics aimed at educating the
participants in important top-
ics essential to the communi-
ty's well being. The class meets
once every month at various
locations around the com-
munity and discusses topics
like, The Nature of Leadership,
Community Development,
Business and Economic
Development, Business and
Economic Development Health
and Human Services, Local,
County arid State Government,
Education, Public Safety
and the Justice System and
Challenges of the Future.

The registration deadline is
Aug. 17. The class costs $800.
To sign up or for more infor-
mation, contact the Canton
Chamber ot Commerce at (734)
453-40;4p?or visit www.can-
toncharhber.com.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to federal guidelines, the Charter Township of Plymouth
decided on December 19, 2006 to submit the following projects for

funding from the 2007 Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Program

LOCATION
201 South Main
1160 Sheridan

42375 Schoolcraft

9955 N. Haggerty

Publish: August 2,2007

2007 PROJECTS
SENIOR SERVICES
SENIOR TRANSPORTATION
PROGRAM
MULTI-YEAR SENIOR. CENTER
IMPROVEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION

TOTAL

ALLOCATION
13,400.00

57,470.00

$107,000.00
OEOB54M21-2x2

AUGUST 4, 2OO7 1 1AM-1 OPM

Five Mile- Rd
PlyrnoLithff* Milo & Bock)

f *4-2O7 1858


