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1-275 ramp work
stifles business,
frustrates many

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

In the 15 years since
Jonathan's Family Restaurant
opened its doors, it's never had
a slower month than this July.

Co-owner Adam
Adamopoulous says the closure
of the 1-275 exit ramp near his
Michigan Avenue business has
kept many of the eatery's cus-
tomers away,

"As soon as they closed
that ramp, our business went
down," he said. "It's frustrat-
ing."

Adamopoulous said the
restaurant has taken a 30 to
40 percent hit in its customer
base.

"It's not so much dinner
but we've really seen it during
breakfast and lunch," he said.

Like other business owners
in the area, Adamopoulous
said he's not against the proj-
ect but would've preferred it
if southbound travelers were
allowed to use the exit ramp in
some fashion.

"They closed the whole thing
down," he said, shaking his
head.

The project, which is
being done by the Michigan
Department of Transportation,
involves creating an additional
lane to provide dual right- and

The project, which is being done
by the Michigan Department
of Transportation, involves
creating an additional lane to
provide dual right- and left-turn
lanes and reconfiguring the
median crossover.

left-turn lanes and reconfigur-
ing the median crossover to
keep trucks from overtopping
the existing curb. Traffic sig-
nals will also be reconfigured.

Although the roadwork
began in June and is expected -
to last until early September,
the ramp is only slated to be
closed off until mid-August.

"It's almost over," said
MDOT spokesman Devon
Pannecouk, adding that it
would've been impossible to
keep one side of the exit ramp
open.

Like Adamopoulou*!,
Marathon gas station manager
Rocky Patel said the roadwork
has put a dent in their business.

"We used to be packed at
this time," Patel said Tuesday
afternoon, while scanning the
sprinkling of customers inside
the gas station, located on the
southwest corner of Michigan
Avenue and Haggerty. "We've

Canton woman sentenced
to jail time in con plan

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, Christina Nicole
Tracy's attorney argued for her
release from Wayne County
Jail. Instead, a day later, she
was ordered to stay there for
seven months.

Tracy, 28, has been sen-
tenced for conning her dead
roommate's father out of
nearly $2,000 earlier this
year.

In addition to the seven .
months in jail, the former
Canton woman will be on
probation for two years, must
undergo drug treatment and
was ordered to repay Ashley
Pierce's father $1,800.

Pierce, 19, had only lived
with Tracy a short time before
she died of a self-imposed
drug overdose inside their
apartment in February.

Tracy kept the teen's body
hidden for nearly three weeks
under a pile of clothing in
their living room and called
Pierce's father several times
pretending to be her and
requesting money.

While in court Tuesday,
Tracy told Judge Amy
Hathaway she had been clean
for more than 170 days and
had begun doing rehab before
she was locked up.

Although Tracy, who wore
her long hair in cornrolls,
appeared pleasant with
Hathaway, she scowled at
Patrick McCarthy, the father
of another of her roommates
that died of an overdose.

"If looks could kill/'
McCarthy muttered, adding
that he believes Tracy took
advantage of his 33-year-old
son, Christopher, when he
was high.

Christopher McCarthy was
living with Tracy in Dearborn
when he died last year. In light
of the situation with Pierce's
father, Dearborn police had
reopened the investigation into
his death but have since closed
the case again.

Tracy, who had been placed
on suicide watch inside the jail,
has already served about two
months.

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700
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Josh Hammond is an active membe? of the Exchange Club, now serving on their board of directors.

Never too young
Teen plans to continue Exchange Club duties

BY TIFFANY L PARKS
STAFF WRITER

When he begins his studies at the University
of Michigan this fall, Josh Hammond doesn't
plan on saying goodbye to the service club
where he made history.

Josh, 17, of Canton, slid into the role as
the youngest board member of the Canton
Exchange Club a few years ago and has been
involved with the child abuse prevention group
most of his life.

That won't stop once he becomes a college
freshman.

"I'll always be a member," he said, adding
that he hopes to come back to Canton for the
group's biweekly meetings but added that he
could possibly join an Ann Arbor-area chapter
of the national organization.

"This was (instilled) in me at a young age,"
he said. "I think most kids are oblivious to
child abuse because they don't see it."

The 2007 Plymouth High School graduate
began attending Exchange meetings with his

grandparents, David and Fayne Loveland, at
age 9.

Besides being a family tradition — David
Loveland helped begin the township chapter
— the club has personal meaning for Josh.

"My grandmother was abused," he said. "It
hits home."

Fayne Loveland, now in her 70s, still has
vivid, painful memories of the abuse she suf-
fered at the hands of her mother.
. Cheryl Hammond, Josh's mother and
Fayne's daughter, said her mother's experienc-
es helped make their entire family passionate
about child abuse prevention.

"Even now, my mother still doesn't like to
talk about it," Cheryl Hammond said softly. "It
was cruel."

Through his work with the group, Josh has
helped allocate funds, balance budgets, plan
events and perform community service. He's
also had the opportunity to interact with
abuse victims.
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Suspect
waives
cycle
death
exam j

Craner

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS ^
. STAFF WRITER sfej

Just before he waived
his preliminary exam
Wednesday, the state
added another charge
against William Floyd
Craner in the July 15 de^th
of a Romulus motorcyclist.

When Craner, 45, > r

crashed his Camaro intoVl
Tony e g
Quasar,?^,
while flee-
ing fronf;<;.
police, his
blood alco-
hol level
was .19-r.
more ttisin'
doublethe
legal limit
of .08. ;^

In addition to charges "^
of second-degree murder,*^
first-degree fleeing and
eluding police and man-
slaughter with a motor
vehicle, the Van Buren
Township man has been;
charged with operating a
vehicle while intoxicated
and causing a death.

Craner, who has been
soft-spoken during each of
his court appearances, told
Judge John E. MacDonald
that hennderstood the
implications of waiving his
preliminary hearing and
will be formally arraigned
Aug. 15 in Detrojjr-

At that time/the judge is
also expected to consider
releasing Craner onj>oncl.

Members of the Motor
City HOG Club, of whi#i
Quasarano, 46, was a
popular member, packed
35th District Courtariji-
balked at tne suggestion of
Craner's release.

Craner struck and killed
Quasarano, a married .̂
father of three, on Michigan
Avenue near Haggerty Road
as he attempted to outrun
police after hitting another,
vehicle. . ',"'

Craner, who was not •,"
seriously injured in the
crash, led police on a two-
mile chase where speeds
reached 100 mph. The
three bikers riding along- ,
side Quasarano, including,;
his wife, Cindy, were riot''"--'
injured.

If convicted of the
second-degree murder ^
charge, Craner could get"
life in prison. He has two-
previous misdemeanors for
drunken driving that hap-
pened more than 10 years
ago. ?

tiparks@hometownlife.com ^

(734)459-2700 .. . £

in Health "I
The Cyberknife is making ^
surgery easier and less riskf"
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Band fund-raiser
The Plymouth-Canton

Marching Band (PCMB) is
hosting its annual "PCMB Car
Wash-A-Thon" on Saturday,
Aug. 4, at the Canton High
School parking lot in Canton,
Mich, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The car wash is free. Money
is raised through pledges
gathered by approximately
200 band members.

Individual band members
of the not-for-profit organiza-
tion are accepting between
one half cent to two cents
for every car washed or a
donation prior to the day's
activities. The band expects
to wash about 1000 vehicles.
Donations are tax deductible.

"The Car Wash-A-Thon" is
one of the biggest fund-rais- .
ers of the year," stated Mark
Stamper, president of the
2007 Plymouth Canton Music
Boosters. "The money raised
helps the kids with participa-
tion fees to be in the band,
including uniforms, instruc-
tion, and the cost to attend
band camp in August. The car
wash itself is fun for the kids
and parents alike."

The award-winning high
school band is comprised of
students at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park. The
group of nearly 200 student
musicians and performers
is led by Director of Bands,
Marc Whitlock,

PCMB has won the

State Championship at the
Michigan Competing Band
Association Competition for
19 of the last 21 years. The
marching band has earned
the honor of top band in the
Nation three times, with a
combined list of 500 awards
in the last two decades. In
2006, PCMB was named
regional champions of the
Bands of America competi-
tion held at Eastern Michigan
University, and finished ninth
in the nation at the National
Bands of America event.

Canton High School is
located at 8415 Canton Center
Road (at the intersection of
Joy and Canton Center roads).

Canton jam session
The 2007 Axis Music

Canton Jam Session is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Aug. 24 at the Willow Creek
Shopping Plaza. Presented
by Axis Music and local
community partners, this
free music and.dance event
will also feature plenty of
food. It will feature local
youth to seasoned veteran
performers performing a
variety of stylings on an out-
door stage.

Demonstrations from local
businesses will provide the
opportunity to see what
Canton has to offer while
experiencing a diverse series
of live music, art and fash-
ion. For more information,
please call (734) 844-0100.

Here's the new Observer office location on Main in Plymouth.
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Canton Newcomers 36th
season

The Canton Newcomers
will hold their 2007-08 adult
general kickoff meeting at
7:15 p.m., Wednesday Sept. 5
at the Workman Elementary
cafeteria (250 Denton Road at
Cherry Hill). The group is look-
ing for new members, though
you don't need to be new to
Canton to become a member.

The group has a number of
regular activities, including
Book Club, Bunko, Chick Flick,
Couples Night, Moms and Tots,
Creative Kids, Helping Hands,
Game Night, Playgroups,

Ladies Day Out, Scrapbooking,
Little Explorers, and Walking.
The group's regular meetings
are the first Wednesday of the
month at the Sunflower subdi-
vision clubhouse.

If you would like to meet
your "neighbors", enjoy refresh-
ments from Carrabba's and
Back Home Bakery, sign up
for various interest groups and
donate to the Susan G. Komen
breast cancer initiative, plan to
attend the kickoff meeting. For
more information, call (734)
398-6487 before the meet-
ing. To learn more about this
2006 Community Supporter
Award winning club, including

Home-like faall
sofas, pfcsty &trt
Trained &. loving

& Poolfime
at Happy Hounds
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HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

HOW TO REACH US
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Sports Niqhtline (734) 953-2104
Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355)
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POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS
The Plymouth Observer - Publication NO. USPS 436-360 Published every Thursday and

Sunday. Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150.

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,

requesting a complimentary
September newsletter, visit
cantonnewcorhers.org.

Jazz concert series
The Summer Jazz Concert

series on Canton's Ford Road
continues on Friday evenings
in August. The free concerts
will take place on the Canton
Live stage at Various shopping
centers in the DDA District.
Audiences are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs and enjoy
live jazz music brought to the
community by the Canton
DDA in partnership with V98.7
Smooth Jazz radio, and spon-
sored in part by Schoolcraft
College. Also supporting the
event is the Canton Chamber
of Commerce and Canton's
Leisure Services Department.

Plan to come early, enjoy a
meal at one of the many res-
taurants in the area or do some
shopping at the nearby busi-
nesses. All concerts begin at 7
p.m.

B Aug. 3 - Herbie Russ
Band at Harvard Square (Ford
Road just east of Sheldon
Road)

• Aug. 10 - Randy Scott at
Canton Corners (Ford Road
just west of Lilley Road)

• Aug. 17 - John E.
Lawrence and Friends at New
Towne Center (Ford Road just
west of Sheldon Road)

B Aug. 24 - Hot Sauce at
Willow Creek Center (Ford
Road between Lilley and
Haggerty)

For more information on the
Summer Jazz Concert Series,
please call (734) 394-5186.

Leadership Canton
Leadership Canton is now .

accepting applications for the
2007-2008 leadership class.
Leadership Canton is an eight
month class from October
through May, designed by the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
in cooperation with the Canton
Township. Established in 1994,
Leadership Canton's main goal
is developing leaders to meet,
the challenges of the future.
It's a program that has been
developed to help current and
potential leaders broaden
their awareness of leadership
opportunities in the Canton
Community.

Each day long seminar
includes a lunch, and is held
at a different location around
Canton, where the group wiU
tour the facility and have a
guest speaker that is an expert
in the field. Participants will
learn a wide range of specific
topics aimed at educating the
participants in important top-
ics essential to the communi-
ty's well being. The class meets
once every month at various
locations around the com-
munity and discusses topics
like, The Nature of Leadership,
Community Development,
Business and Economic
Development, Business and
Economic Development Health
and Human Services, Local,
County arid State Government,
Education, Public Safety
and the Justice System and
Challenges of the Future.

The registration deadline is
Aug. 17. The class costs $800.
To sign up or for more infor-
mation, contact the Canton
Chamber ot Commerce at (734)
453-40;4p?or visit www.can-
toncharhber.com.

- t r .

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to federal guidelines, the Charter Township of Plymouth
decided on December 19, 2006 to submit the following projects for

funding from the 2007 Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Program

LOCATION
201 South Main
1160 Sheridan

42375 Schoolcraft

9955 N. Haggerty

Publish: August 2,2007

2007 PROJECTS
SENIOR SERVICES
SENIOR TRANSPORTATION
PROGRAM
MULTI-YEAR SENIOR. CENTER
IMPROVEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION

TOTAL

ALLOCATION
13,400.00

57,470.00

$107,000.00
OEOB54M21-2x2

AUGUST 4, 2OO7 1 1AM-1 OPM

Five Mile- Rd
PlyrnoLithff* Milo & Bock)

f *4-2O7 1858
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The play's the thing: Program puts participants in spotlight
BY SUE MASON

STAFF WRITER

Peer pressure, fitting in
and feeling left out... three
sisters face it all in an origi-
nal musical drama, Upside
Down, being presented 7:30
p.m. Friday and Saturday
at O'Leary Auditorium in
Garden City.

Written by Jami Kxause of
Redford, the performances are
the final act of a summer the-
ater program offered through
the Garden City Parks and
Recreation, Department.

"It's about three sisters
who are being raised by
their aunt, who is in her
20s, and what each goes
through," said the Redford
resident who also is direct-
ing the play. "I love to write
plays, this is my second
show."

Krause initially was
approached the recreation
department about doing an
eight-week summer theater
program and gladly accept-
ed a suggestion to do a full
production. She's work-
ing with a cast of 15 youths
who come the Maplewood
Community Center twice &
week to rehearse.

"It's not that many people,
but they're hard workers,"
Krause said. "For some, it's
their first show."

This week, rehearsals will
be every evening in prepara-
tion for opening night. Tickets
are $8 each and are available
in advance at the Maplewood
Community Center, on
Maplewood west of Merriman.
Tickets also will be available
at the door. Garden City High
School is on Middlebelt north
of Ford.

Many of the cast members
are teens who worked under
her direction in the Franklin
High School production of
Guys and Dolls several years

ago. Others saw a posting for
the program on a Detroit the-
ater Web site.

Familiar with Krause as a
director are Nick Desautel
and his sister Natalie. Both
appeared in Guys and Dolls.
He was a cast member and
got his sister to fill the role
of a little girl walking a dog
across the stage when the
person who did it dropped
out.

It was just the opposite for
Upside Down. Natalie decid-
ed to do the play and landed
the role of Kaitlyn, the
youngest sister. Her brother
tagged along, getting a no-
commitment role to accom-
modate his summer job. He
lost the job, but ended up
with a bigger part, that of
the popular high school jock,
Chad.

"I was surprised I got the
lead and I'm excited, too,"
said Natalie. "Jami is a very
good director."

Christine Day of Livonia
believes her role as Lucy in
Franklin's production of You're
a Good Man, Charlie Brown
is helping her play the oldest
sister, Samantha.

"I have an older brother, but
no sisters. I wanted to play
Samantha because I can relate
to her," she said.

Rounding out the trio is
Frankie Topalian of Canton as
Amanda. Leanne Montagna of
Livonia is playing Aunt Claire.

"I took theater classes and
did most of the plays in high
school, I really loved it,"
Montagna said, adding that
the play has its share of teen-
age angst — "threatening to
run away, eavesdroppers, the
typical family stuff."

There's also a "snobbish
clique" led by Bianaca St.
James, played by Holly Knick
of Allen Park. Also showing
their theatrical snobbishness
are Stephanie Saba of Hazel

r~

Peace network's event
marks bombing of Nagasaki

An area peace group hopes
Nagasaki never happens again.

In hopes of eliminating all
nuclear weapons, the Detroit
Area Peace with Justice
Network will present their
annual Nagasaki Program at 4
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 9, at Our
Lady of Fatima's Bradley Hall
in Oak Park.

Featured will be a showing
of the film, "The Last Atomic
Bomb," depicting the horror of
the 194-5 nuclear blast through
the experiences of a survivor.
The 92-minute film by veteran
documentarian Robert Richter
is a plea for nuclear disarma-
ment that contrasts images
with the recollections of sur-
vivor Sakue Shimohira, who
was a 10-year-old during the
bombing of Nagasaki.

Afterward, presentations

on peace will feature noted
Michigan attorney and nuclear
policy expert, Anabel Dwyer,
and the Rev. Harry Cook,
former religion editor of the
Detroit Free Press. In addi-
tion, Motoko and friends, a
choral group, will perform in
traditional Japanese summer
kimonos.

Afterwards, there will be a
social period for meeting the
activists and dissemination of
informational literature, and
refreshments.

The band "Rabble", will also
present their original songs
"Ruins" and "Time for Peace."

Our Lady of Fatima is
on Coolidge at Oak Park
Boulevard, between Nine Mile
and 10 Mile roads. The movie
and program are free, however,
donations are appreciated.

• 11 [ ;i if as i rain ITJT»I nua i i i r
Resources Devoted To Early Childhood Through Middle School:

Work& Activity Boohs, BBSets, Trimmers,
Decoratives, Ready Letters, Cut-Outs,Chartlets, Banners,
DcskPhtes, ltumtives,PocketChartslSaiteruxStrips,

FaddessBBPaper,WritingTdbl£ts, Mmipuhttves,
Games, ArtSupph.es andMorei

Daily $35 Gift Card Drawing*
Thru W/07, details In store
Purchase Orders Accepted
Always Fresh Product!

The Parent Teacher Resource Center at The Doit Hospital m ser/re/y
3947 W. 12 Miie. 248.543-3115 M-Sa 10-6:30 Thurs 10-8:30 -Call For Extended Hours 8/13/07-9/9/07

WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

Thank Yc* fo- let; ng us showcase the lock of o^r new
rretdi roof S/s;err in your community You ~an sti|i be
pa't of our pnot pmgrgm a xi hs\o the: ocpcriunry

to have a Lifetime Erie Metal Roof.

If your ho-ne a jalifies for cn,r oilo: rome progrsT we
win aef-nne'y make >t worth you- .vhile You *v :• also

have access tn our special lov. interest financing
anc have no payments "*or 12 r^cntns

An Erie Metal Roofing System v.il, pro-sice
unsi massed be^Lt/and protector c

home vntn

Don't miss this opportunity to save!

INQUIRE ' O D A Y TO SEE IF VQUR HOME O J A L . F'ES'-

1-800-952-3743
www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

PHI

Youth actors Leanne Montagna, 18, (from left) as Aunt Claire, Natalie Desautel,
12, as Kaitlyn, Frankie Topalian, 12, as Amanda and Christine Day, 18, as
Samantha rehearse a scene from the original musical drama, 'Upside Down.'

Rehearsing in the gymnasium at Maplewood Community Center are actors a
Stephanie Saba, 13, (front, left) as Heidi and Holly Knick, 17, as Bianca St. James. >::

Park, Jessica Bihn of Canton,
Olivia Scalf and Amanda
Salisbury, both of Westland.

Joining Desautel as popu-
lar guys are Rick Hohn of
Allen Park, Geoff Mehl of
Livonia and David Sumlin
of Westland. Rounding out

the cast are Kelly Knick of
Allen Park, Katie Mysliwiec
of Livonia, Kayla Kristy of
Allen Park and Shannon
Salisbury of Westland.

Krause has a strong back-
ground in theater, doing the-
ater work at Redford Union

High School in 2003 and
conducting an after-school
theater group at Hilbert
Junior High School for two
years. She also is starting
a theater troupe, Canton
Premier Players, out of Canton
Premier Dance. The troupe
will perform at Cherry Hill

Village Theater. i
"I love to write plays, I don't .;.

know where it comes from/' , r
Krause said. "My first one was «
Behind the Scenes. It was per- -j
formed in Redford and Walled
Lake."

smason@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2112 /

venjonwireless

pnee
With new 2-yr. activation

America's Choke® Premium Catling Plans

Messaging to anyone on any network
in the U.S., Navigation, Mobile Email,

Available on select phones only. Services not everywhere in
America's Choke Coverage Area. Starting at $79.99 Monthly Access

with new 1- or 2-yr. Agmt (activation fees, taxes & other charges apply).*

A phone is only as good as the Network it's on."

•3i28Fairl3rteDr.
313-271-9255

17245 Silver Pkwy
<fn the Seat? Piaza)
81-0-629-2733

Great Lakes Crossing Mali
248-253-1798

454 Telegraph Rd.
(across from
Summit Place Mall)

8159 Chailis,Sta. C
{off Grand River,
in front of Target}

4128 24th Aw.
810-385-1231
UKE8RSI8S
2531 S. Upeer fid.
{Orion Mali 2 miles
north of the Palace)
248-393-S80D

Oakland Mai!
(inside Main Entrance,
next to food court)

.WftHREN
5745 Twelve Mile R&,

3035 S. Rochester Rd.
fat Auburn fid.)
248-853-0550

35105 Warren Rd.
(southwest Corner of

42447 tm Rd.
(comer of Ford &
tilley Rds., Canton Corners)

31921 Woodward Ave.
fat Normandy)
248-549-4177

734-722-7330

18601 HattftJ.,
Romeo Commons

2S401 Harper Ave.
(at 101/2 Hie)
586-777-4010

24417 Ford FW.
Oust west 0' Tf
313-278-4491

Fairians Mali
{3rd floor
next to Sears)

(in front of Kohl's)
734-341-4099

28117 Telegraph Rd.
(south of U Mite Rd}
248-35S-37Q0

14128 Woodward
(Modei T Plaza)
313-8S9-7392

31011 Orchard UkeRtJ.
(southwest Corner of Orchard

)

Three Generations Plaza
20580 Naggerty Rd.
734-779-0148

m,
43025 12 Mile Rd.
(Twelve Oaks
Service Dr,. .
north of Sears)
245-305-8800

45111 Park Avs.
(M-59&M-53, •
Utica Park Piara)
586-997-6500

Lakeside Mall
(lower level, Sears Ct.)

243-538-9800

COLLAGO«AriON WiVH

(lower level p!ay ares)

23495 Eureka Rd.
(across from Southland Mail)
734-287-1770

Southland Mali
23000 Eureka R&
(in (is J C Penney wing)
T80Y
1913 E. Big Beaver Rd.
(Troy Spoeis Center)
248-526-0040

See store for
Return/Exchange Policy.

734-981-7440
SURKSTd
Cellar Teciiiisieg
248-625-1201
SLMRM

248-280-8390
MERGE
CelifiSafSeurae
248-360-9400

586-566-8555 248-395-2222

734-242-0806
Hericimer Too
734-384-7001

588-795-8610
TAYLOR

586-468-7300
NOBTHVItLE

734-374-4472
TROY

248-458-1111
MCA

586-739-9977

248-848-8800

m
248-284-0091

248-542-5200
FT.8!&T!ffr
Wireless SeSuliosis
810-385-3400
SfieSSEPGiSTE
MBtfeed Ceiiutai
313-417-1000

586-497-9800
Wlrsiess Network
586-573-7599

734-456-3200

foiiiBrizetl feitalai
586-293-6654

248-681-7200

Auto One
248-960-0500

I
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Now is the time to avoid
'kiddie tax' penalty in 2008

you K.ave urine leakage.
The next dav vou don't.

if yoo've go* that ' can'r laugh, can't
sneaze" Jea^ge. s 30-ninute outpafcwt
procedure wth GWECARE TVT SECU8
can stop it it's tovejed Jsy most insurance,
end uses a rtbbon-iike strip to stop leakage
the vay your body was designed to -by
supporting your urethra it's also designed
to be iess nvas-ye, and ofrer a

dnd surrotjnd-ng ti^ues

Advance Urology
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I t's hard to believe how fast
time goes. Before you know
it fall will be here, the kids

will be back in school and the
holidays will be upon us. Now
is the time to begin year-end
tax planning.

Whether you accelerate
deductions in 2007 or delay
them to 2008 or convert
money into a Roth IRA, the
time to start the process is
now.

Year-end tax planning
should always be based upon
the individual situation. That
said, there is a change in tax
law which takes effect in 2008
and makes tax planning more
important this year, particu-
larly for those who have chil-
dren 18 years and older.

Earlier this year, what's
known as the kiddie tax
changed significantly. The
changes are effective in 2008
and will have some adverse
tax consequences and change
some tax strategies. However,
there is a window of opportu-
nity that exists now but closes
at the end of the year.

The "kiddie tax" law was

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

from shift-
ing unearned
income to their
children. The
strategy was
that by shift-
ing unearned
income to
children, the
children would
be taxed at a
significantly
lower bracket.

For example, the capital gain
rate is presently at a maximum
15 percent. This is the bracket
that most parents are in. The
children will most likely fall
into the lower capital gain rate
of 5 percent. Thus, shifting
income to a child can reduce
taxes considerably. The "kiddie
tax" was passed to limit this
benefit.

Over the years, the law has
changed and for 2007. the law
applies to children under age
18. The first $850 of unearned
income for a child is tax-free.
The next $850 is taxed at the
child's own tax bracket and
any unearned income over
$1,700 is taxed at the parents'

ne

from things such as invest-
ments and does not include
income from wages:

In tax year 2008, the "kid-
die tax" has been dramatically
expanded and will apply to all
dependents under the age of 19
and to full-time students who
are under the age of 24. The
one exception to these changes
is if a child 18 and over pays at
least half of their own support.
If a child does pay over half of
their own support, then they
are not affected by the new
laws.

Since the changes don't take
effect until tax year 2008,
there is an opportunity this
year to shift unearned income
to a child who will be taxed at
a lower bracket. For example,
if you have a stock that you
have a long-term gain on, you
can gift that stock to a child
and have that child sell the
stock, thus reducing the capi-
tal gain on that investment
from 15 percent to 5 percent.
In order to take advantage of
this opportunity, the gifting
and the sale of the stock must
be completed before the end of
the year.

It would be nice to say
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Is your health care plan in transition? Come home to the

safety, stability and peace of mind only the Blues can offer.

We accept everyone, regardless of medical history. We never

drop anyone for health reasons. And we provide more

hometown access to doctors and hospitals than any other

health care company. We've been here since 1939, and

we'll be right here whenever you need us. Come home to

coverage you can trust. Come home to the Blues.

srafc eteS©p3Tafet Sceasses ra! s » ESb& Cmss e r f Ssie

•r •»

that you can gift unlimited
amounts of moneytoyour :
child but we all know that's iil
possible. Gift tax laws make
gifting large sums of money
uneconomical. ;

The current gift tax laws
allow anyone to gift $12,000
to another individual. In add
tiori, a married couple can _gi
up to $24,000 to any indi-
vidual. For example, if you hi
three children and you werfe
married, you can gift a totalf
$72,000 or $24,000 to each
child. In addition, an indivii-
al can receive gifts from mo:
than one person. Therefore,
parents and grandparents ca
gift to their children as wells
grandchildren.

If the gifting and the salef
stock are completed this yea,
the new changes to the "kidie
tax" don't apply.

For parents who are con-
sidering shifting income to
children to help them pay fcr
their college education, the l&x
ramifications are more advan-
tageous to this year as oppbsed.
to next year.

Changes to the "kiddie tar*
law make using a 529 Plan 'a
save for college more valuale
than before. Money in a 52S
Plan, if used for a qualified
education expense (room and.
board, books and tuition),
grows tax-free and is not sub-
ject to the new "kiddie tax-
rules. !

I recommend (for the great
majority of parents saving
for college) the Michigan
Education Savings Plan
(MESP). The MESP is a pkn
that offers great flexibility
because the child can use.ttie
money for basically any public
or private institution in the
country.

In addition, the MESP is
the only 529 investment pro-
gram that allows a deduction
on the Michigan income tax
return for a contribution up to
$10,000 for a married couple.

If you use a 529 Plan frpin
a different state or from dr\e
of the private providers, you
cannot deduct your contri-
bution. Furthermore, the
MESP recently lowered its
internal management fees.
Unfortunately, many other
plans have high fees and high
commissions which erode the
return you receive.

One note regarding 529
Plans, contributions to the
Michigan Education Trust
(MET) Plan, which is a pre-
paid tuition plan, also qual-
ify for the deduction on your
Michigan income tax return.

I've always been a believer
that in doing any tax planT
ning, one should never forget
that the ultimate goal is not
to reduce taxes but to increase
net worth.

It is not patriotic to pay-
more in taxes than one has to
pay. So, as you sit down t;p do
some year-end tax planning,
you do not want to let the tax
tail wag the dog. J .

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer S Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web ^Ite'at
www.bioomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM.

Wolver-Bents
hold rides
at Willow
Metropark

The Wolver-Bents
Recumbent Cyclists willljQjd
a self-paced bicycle ride, 9
a.m. Saturdays, Aug. 11 ajwi
25, at the Willow Metrobark
pool shelter, off exit 11 of I-275.
Open to all cyclists, especially
those interested in recumbents.

For more information visit
www.wolverbents.org or call
(734) 487-9058. ,
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on ALL paints & stains*

Duration Home® Interior &
Duration® Exterior Coatings

All Waveriy Wallpaper Books

Site connects parents with student info
BY SUE MASON

STAFF WRITER

Parents can keep tabs on
their student's attendance,
grades, assignments, even
what they buy in the cafeteria,
through a new computer pro-
gram being introduced in the
Wayne-Westland Community
Schools.

Called ParentConnection,
the Web-based service is being
made available at the high
school level for the first semes-
ter of the 2007-2008 school
year, while the middle school
and elementaries will go live
with program in the 2008-
2009 school year.

"Any time you can push
information into the hands of

CANTON CINEMA
Goodileh www.GltTI.enn

ALITY
THEATERS

Priced Right . 1 Mile West of IKEA

Sherwin-Williams ALWAYS offers 'these three easy ways to:

MOW OPEIU

Canton Twp
Premier Center

46006 Michigan Ave.

734-495-3441
7:0Oam-7:O0pm

Sat 8;00am-5:00pm

h li-; Ask Sherwin-Williams?

DETROIT'S BEST

MOVIE DEAL
ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
* 6 • 0 0

Students, Late Show,
3 • 0 0 *d l l l t s-u i l t i t .6 PB-Kids, & Seniors

QHo passes Free drink raHlls & zsc com ratitli

SHOWTIMES VALID 8/3-8/9

O UNDERDOG (PG)
11:05,1:0S, 3:05, 5:05,7:05, 9:05
FRt/SATLS 11:05
O THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PG-13)
11:40, 2:10, 4:40, 7:10,9:40
0 THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13)
11:00,1:10, 3:20, 5:25, 7:30, 9:45
FR1/SATLS 11:45
1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK AND
LARRY (PG-13)
11:10,1:40,4:10,6:40,9:10
FRI/SATLS 11:30
HAIRSPRAY (PG)
11:15,1:50,4:25,7:00,9:35
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE
PHOENIX (PG-13) 12:40,3:30; 6:25. 9:20
TRANSFORMERS (PG-13)
12:00,3:00,6:15,9:15 ' -

decision makers, like parents,
it's a good thing," said Kevin
Galbraith, who is coordinat-
ing the project as the district's
executive director of technolo-
gy. ''It's a good way to see, right
away, cafeteria use, missing
assignments, test scores."

A committee made up of
secretaries, principals, teach-
ers and counselors investi-
gated the program's different
modules, determining which
were needed right away,
which could wait and which
ones wouldn't be used.

Parents create their own
PIN number and password
when they log onto the
ParentConnection Web site,
provided through the Wayne
County Regional Education
Service Agency. The prqgram
has been around for about six
years, but Wayne-Westland
delayed using the service
until it had the secure socket
exchange which became avail-
able last July, Galbraith said.

"With a, secure socket, the
name and password will be •.
encrypted and transferred
to the server at Wayne RESA
where it will be decrypted," he
added. "It's similar like those
used for financial transac-
tions or on eBay and amazon.
com."

Parents can click on graet.e
book and can see what assign-
ments are missing and what;
assignments are late. They §
can also see progress reports
and report card grades for
the current school year and a
transcript of grades and cred-
its earned at middle school or
high school.

"The real power here is
for parents to conference
with students," Galbraith
said. "They can look at the
information together and
determine what can be done
to help the students do better
or what can be done to bet-
ter structure their time. We
want this to be a resource for
parents."

The district began signing
up parents July 9, starting
with incoming freshmen,
followed by sophomores last
week, juniors this week and
seniors next week. Parents
must sign up for.the program
atjfcheir respective high school
between 7:30 a.m. and 2:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Parents of freshmen will
have a second opportunity to
sign up during the Aug. 27
Freshmen Kick Off Day at the
two schools.

There also is a makeup
week for all grades from Aug.

6-10. Registrations will not be
accepted during September,
but will resume in October.

According to Galbraith, 70
parents of freshmen signed
up at John Glenn High
School with 54 at Wayne
Memorial signed up for
ParentConnection.

"We're right on track, we're
right about where we hoped
we would be," he said. "We
hope the trend continues as
we get into the coming week."

Parents of middle school
and elementary students will
receive ParentConnection reg-
istration schedules beginning
in November.

Parents can get more infor-
mation on the school district
Web site, www.wwcsd.net.
Click on the parent-student
link. ParentConnection can be
found on that page under new
items.

"A good quarter of the sur-
rounding district with this
capability have gotten noth-
ing but positive feedback,"
Galbraith said.

"We're offering a training
video on the Web site on how
to connect and what the differ'
ent modules are. I don't think
other districts offer that."

smasoti@hometownlife.com | (734)953-2112

FROM PAGE A1

When speaking about recent
area tragedies involving chil-
dren, Josh exudes a compas-
sion beyond his years.

"Child abuse is out of con-
trol," he said. "I don't get it. I
just don't understand."

Although her son is young,
Cheryl Hammond said club
members have been open to
his ideas and opinions.

"They never (shunned) him,"
she said. "He had been putting
in his two cents before he was
a member so I think that's why
they asked b im to join when he Josh Hammond

Josh, who plans to major in
business management and has
received a scholarship from
General Motors, said he might
have to step down from the
board if his college workload
becomes too taxing but is still
excited about the organiza-
tion's work and encouraged
other teens to join.

"Everyone has always
thought my ideas were just as
good as anyone else's," he said.
"We would love to keep hear-
ing young, fresh ideas."

For more information on the
club, log on to www.nation-
alexchangeclub.com.

tSparks@hometoMfnlife.com I (734)459-2700Visit us at shsrwin-wmiams.com.

This handy guide will help you locate businesses
and services right where you live, saving you time
and gasoline.

1 Our Canton City Guide is a great way to let
Canton residents know about your business
and services.

Save them time and money and encourage them to shop
where they live.
When you advertise in this handy guide you receive:

• An enhanced listfng in the Canton City Guide ($50 Value, at no additonalcost!)

• Professional art and layout designs by bur award-winning

Graphic Artists at no additional cost.

• Rack distribution of this guide at your business.

Call us before August 24 to reserve your space.

—Retail Advertising—
Sandy Mitchell- 734-953-2169 • Fax 734-953-2121

smitchell@hometownlife.com

—Classified Advertising—
Bob Dodd-734-953-2159 • Fax 734-953-2232

bdodd@hometownlife.com
Donna Orozco-734-953-2156 • Fax 734-953-2232

dorozco@hometownlife.com
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Profile of a Paw Print Inn Guest
y

h \\t i re TREAT: Peanut Butter Flavored Bone
V -f i SITE PASTIME: Playing Frisbee

f WORKE 5»« The Paw Print Inn

hist-time boarders mention this A
& get a FREE spa bath.

-. v?

41249 Vincent! Coarf
Novi, Ml 48373

www.jjawpHnitnn.com

f <it! 248.615.8500 to schedule
i tour of our new facility.

Annual
Registration

Fees!r
Brand New

STUDIO
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Now With
N*A 4 Dance Rooms

f Muir i in\tIIT( tut

" Dance I * t
Grand Champs 2007

Liberty Fest
Best of Parade 2007

• All adult certified teaching staff
1 No annual registration fees!
1 Affordable costumes
• Reasonable recital tickets *•

Every luesday & Thursday
S p*nt. - 8 p.m.

Starting Aug. 2 - Aug. 30
ClassesbeginSept. 4

i PrtH idni» IJimlift Dam cJ dm at ion ' • Ballet* Tap* Jazz* Hip Hop
u, to (anhm and \in muHdin\> • Pre-school Creative Dance

(t>mwiinitn>\ for 12 >mi All-8oys Hip Hop • Pom Pea'

ML HOIS V-
t Hip Hup ir

Classv r~
,*• '«.

1672 S. Lille> at Palmer • Canton
' new website

, connection com <* *-~

734-397-9755 ~v
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Love 'em or hate 'em, the deer are here
Call them giant lawn rab-

bits. You are not far
from the truth. Beautiful

Bambi-beasts that devoured
tulips in spring and most
anything else now are making
their presence known where
ever there is succulent foliage.

These fence-leaping, flower-
crunching creatures of the
wild, in truth have little to
do with the wild. At least not
anymore. White-tailed deer
are not the favorite animals
of many suburbanites. It's all
about habitat.

Generation after generation
of deer were born in this area
within sight of highways and
homes. They are wise to us and
profit from our behavior. You
might almost call our local
white-tailed, the "suburban-
associated deer/' and a species
of their own.

They know where the living
is good, and it's not in the deep
dark woods of Walt Disney
fantasy. It's in your yard. Fence
your yard to keep deer out. You
may be in for a surprise.

Love 'em or hate 'em they are
here to stay because we have
created Gardens of Eden to
their liking. The more tender
your flower beds and tasty
your vegetable garden and
more palatial your landscape
— the more deer say thanks.
That's the way it is. In nature,
creatures adapt or die. White-
tailed deer are skilled adapt-
ers to the point that fawns
are born on one-acre lots and
some never see "the woods"
and truly wild things.

I did not know what to say
when a reader contacted me
and told me they can't figure
out how a doe and a fawn got
in the yard. "It's all fenced, and
we have a gate on the drive-
way."

They paid a good chunk of
change to fence their acreage.
I broke them the bitter news
with as much grace as I could.
"Your fence is worthless as a
barrier."

I paused and added the fact
that what is within their fence,
the shrubs, the gardens, the
seclusion, the safety, attracts
deer. Deer can leap eight or
nine feet with little effort, so
most fenced areas give deer
a sanctuary free of dogs and
the occasional coyote with a
passion for venison. They had
in effect, created a haven for
suburban savvy deer. I tried
to take the sting out of their
situation by sharing my tale
of wise deer up in Brandon
Township.

This past winter, deer would
bed down within the fenced
area around my barn. Shelter,
security and corn stubble
— what more could they want.
And now the deer of last win-
ter loiter near my pumpkin
patch, waiting. And the fawns.
learn quickly, too. Small tracks
in the soft earth last week are
within inches of the plants.

I like deer. I accept my crop
losses as life in the country.
Would not have it any other
way. I learned long ago that
tulips are lost causes when
deer munch their way through
spring. Want spring flowers?
Plant daffodils. And when a
young buck appeared a few
days ago in my tall meadow,
with his antlers are already
"in velvet" he gave me the look
that seemed to say, "When will
my corn be ripe?" Soon, my
friend, soon.

If you've read this far hoping
to find a miracle deer repel-
lent, you'll be disappointed.

But go online and you can
search out various mechani-
cal devises such as infra-red
activated nozzles that spray
water when a deer approaches.

KNOW THE SCORE
cheek-Gill (he numbers in

today's!SWIftr Urn ^section

On Nature

Jonathan
Schechter

I'd pass on the
automatic pro-
pane powered
air horn unless
you want
neighbor com-
plaints. And
you will find
folklore galore
on ways to keep
deer wild, most
associated
with producing
human scent

through such techniques as
hanging clumps of hair clip-
pings in stockings. The only
problem is to the deer of the
suburbs, the scent of humans
says, it's time to leap the fence
and see, "What are they are
growing for me?"

Jonathan Schechter writes on
nature's way. E-mai! him at oakna-
ture@aoi.com. Wild deer have adapted to urban areas.

DON'T OVERPAY FOR QUALITY HOME FURNISHINGS

& ThomasiMe of Novi

This event ends Monday, September 3,2007 & 8pm.

Our Lease expires on Labor Day. THE Best Furniture Sale

\'\t{- PuBv.-riAbfru ANCMHcn!
. s }Vj * J It 13 .K ^ $. O, & Jtt 0 |

UPHOLSTGRY SHOWROOM|
Available for preview and purchase at 10ani

on Saturday August 4 at the RoadShow location!

GLEARANCED PRICEd QUALITY NAME BRAND H 0 j i ^

SOME
EXCLUSIONS

MAY APPLY

Improve the quality of your viewing time with a new i
media console perfectly designed for today's technology, j

1 0 0 ' S of ONE-OF-A-KIND tapestries from
C O N T E M P O R A R Y to CLASSIC.

We've purchased an entire
truck load for this event.

Tues., WedJ,
Saturday

10am-

Sunday
12noon - 5pm

Some stores try to confuse you by saying they carry the most brands. We carry only the best brands. Don't overpay for quality home furnishings.

CANADEL^ S l jgh HEiqyiAN 'BOOK E R BARC^OUNGER ^ ^ ' ^ S $ H f HENREDON Durham
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Now 3 Locations to Better Serve You. Featuring Metro Detroit's Largest Selection of Quality Narne-.BraM"d';Iiome Furnishings.

Metro Detroit's Largest Collection of Thomasville

ThomosviUe
HOME FURNISHINGS OF NOVI

42200 Grand River, Novi

248.344.2551
www.tho masvi 11 eofn ovi. co m

Prior ouroWisM ewiiidefl, All items suOiect to orlor sale, items pictures ma/ vaiy trom items on showroom

HOME FURNISHING DESIGNS
1440S Dix, Southgate

734.285.5454
www.mclaughlins.com

Located in the former Newton Furniture Building at 12 Oaks Mall
27772 Novi Road • Novi, Ml 48375

248.449.3150 or 248.344.2551 www.mciaughlins.com

BALAHCESOC $50,000

GHER

Not your typical bank!

To open an account, visit your nearest branch or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

Member FDiC. Fees may reduce earnings. See a banker (or FDIC coverage amounts and transaction limitations. Account cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $5,000 minimum opening deposit is required. Minimum transaction amount ot $5,000 for checks and withdrawals. Nonqualifying transaction fee of $15 Bach for tha firet-
3 transactions under $5,000 in a statement period. All accounts and services are subject to approval. Premium Money Market Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collected balance for new personal accounts: 5.00% APY for balances of $3,000,000 and greater, 5.00% APY for balances of $1,000,000 to $2,999,999,5.00% APY for •
balances of $250,000 to $999,999,5.00% APY for balances of $75,000 to $249,999,5.00% APY for balances of $50,000 to $74,999,4 75% APY for balances of 525,000 to $49,999,4,75% APY for balances of $10,000 to $24,999,1.60% APY for balances of $2,500 to $9,999,1,60% APY for balances up to $2,499. APYs accurate as of publicatfiff

date and may chanae before or after account ooanino.. Offer is valid in Michiaan and Illinois onlv.


