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Widow of popular biker says murder charges warranted
BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

As William Floyd Craner cau-
tiously looked in the direction of Tony
Quasarano's widow, a judge granted
the postponement of his preliminary
hearing Friday morning.

Craner, 45, of Van Buren Township
will have his preliminary exam at 8:30
a.m. Wednesday in 35th District Court.

Craner has been charged with sec-
ond-degree murder, first-degree fleeing
and eluding police and manslaughter
with a motor vehicle in the July 15
death of Anthony Salvatore Quasarano,
46, of Romulus.

While behind the wheel of an older-
model Camaro, Craner tried to outrun
police after he struck another vehicle
on Michigan Avenue near Beck Road,

Craner

according to police.
The driver of that
car, an unidenti-
fied woman, called
police, who soon
spotted Craner
and attempted to
stop him. Instead
of pulling over, the
Van Buren man
accelerated past 100

mph and drove two miles before crash-
ing into Quasarano, who was riding his
motorcycle.

Police have said Craner had alcohol
in his system. If convicted of the sec-
ond-degree murder charge, he faces up
to life in prison.

Qjiasarano, otherwise known as
"Tony Q/ was thrown from his Harley-
Davidson and died. The three people

riding alongside him, including his
wife, Cindy, weren't injured.

The Quasaranos would have cel-
ebrated their 21st wedding anniversary
Tuesday. Instead, Cindy will be think-
ing about Craner's preliminary.

"It was so surreal" she said, while
nervously toying with the ring on her
right hand. "I think about it all the
time."

The two met through one of Cindy's
brothers.

"I told my brother he was cute," she
said with a strained chuckle. "We had
been together ever since. Tony became
an instant dad and he taught my boys
how to be men."

Together the couple raised three kids,
Joshua Cox, 27, Aaron Cox, 26 and
Samantha Quasarano, 20.

During the brief court activity

Friday, Cindy, Aaron and Samantha
sat close together and Aaron placed
his arm around his mother's shoulder
while she and her daughter held hands.

Cindy said the charges against
Craner are appropriate.

"He's a 45-year-old man and he
made some wrong decisions. If he
would have just stopped," she said.

As at Craner's arraignment, the
courtroom was filled with mem-
bers of the Motor City HOG Club,
of which Quasarano was a member.
As HOG members filtered out into
the foyer after the adjournment was
granted, several promised to return on
Wednesday.

'Til be back," one HOG member said
while exiting the courtroom.

tlparks@hometowntife.com | (734)459-2700

According to friends, this photo was taken of • •
Anthony S. Quasarano and his wife, Cindy, just hours

1 before he was killed on July 15 after a car driven
by William Craner slammed into his motorcycle. The
couple would have celebrated their 21st wedding .
anniversary Tuesday.

One family's sacrifice
Canton couple's three sons proudly

serving their country
BY KURT KUBAN

STAFF WRITER " ,,.

Families with military ties typically know
all about sacrifice, particularly at a time of
war. You might say the Shull family of Canton
knows sacrifice times three.

Dave and Marian Shull, who have lived in
Canton since 1989, have three sons currently
serving in the military: Mike, a helicopter
pilot for the Marines, David, a JAG lawyer in
the Navy, and Stephen, a second lieutenant
in the Marines. The three, who are all gradu-
ates of Salem High School, have continued a
military tradition in the family which includes
Dave, their father, who served as a helicopter
pilot in Vietnam, and their grandfather, who
served as a pilot in the Air Force in World War
II. It is a proud tradition the Shulls don't take .
lightly.

Despite their family history, though, none
of the Shull boys felt pressured to join the
military, according to David Shull, who is the
only one of the three currently serving in Iraq,
where he works in detention operations, "facil-

itating the development of the rule of law."
"My family has a long history of military

service, and a long history of serving in times
of war. But, I don't know if that history is what
led me, or my brothers, to military service.
Military service was never pressed upon us by
my parents or other relatives," he wrote in an
e-mail.

"When I graduated from law school (George
Washington University, 2005), I was drawn to
the notion of pursuing something higher than
myself while practicing my craft. I admired
how highly qualities such as integrity, disci-
pline, and commitment were valued in the
military, and I wanted not only to exhibit
those same qualities in my own professional
life, but also to work with people who held
similar values. I think the same is true of my
brothers, I say that — and yet I am surprised
even now that all three of us ended up in the
military."

Dave Shull says when his sons were grow-
ing up he made sure they knew how fortunate
Americans are, and that freedom isn't free. He

Please see SERVING, A3

BILL BBESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Marian and David Shull of Canton couldn't be more proud of their three sons,
who are all serving their country at the same time.

Lucky winner
Nasser Deeb, 5, poses with Zap, the mascot of the Detroit

. -Sftocfobefote the team tipped off against the New York
; tLiberty on July 18 at the Palace of Auburn Hills. Deeb's
^./iotheo^rnaDeeb-of-Canton^wonfourticketstothe :
* •• n4Ai^ aftar ««teting a contest sponsored by the Observer &
t&centrtc Newspapers. 'My husband (Waiied) and I took him

q$$ser) to tftegaifje,' Lbrna said. 'We had a wonderful time.
. We ipveiwih,fiv6'year Olds and a HO year old - all girls - so

it was nite.for Nasser to get some one-on-one time with
mom and dad. He is already asking to go to another game

• and can't waif for the Pistons to start up again. He just
loves basketball/ Lorna's name was selected in a random
drawing, She entered the contest on the O&E Web site,

., wwwA6metownlife.com. Please visit the Web site for more
chances to win tickets and other prizes from the O&E, and for
the latest Canton news.

Protesters
urge end to
Iraq war

BY TONY BRUSCATO

The turnout was small, - -
but that didn't make it an^
less significant to the dozen
people who gathered for
a peaceful demonstration
at Kellogg Park Thursday
afternoon, calling for an end
to the war in Iraq.

While several people held
a banner that read (U.S.)
Rep. (Thaddeus) McCotter
End the War, others carried
signs proclaiming Support
the Troops-End the War.
Debra Brown of Belleville
read the names of the com-
munities representing
the 138 Michigan soldiers .'.
killed in Iraq — including
Canton on Sept. 14,2003,;
and Garden City on Nov. •
9, 2006. Red and yellow ' "
roses representing each were
placed in a wreath, which,
was delivered to McCotterJs
office in Livonia after the
demonstration.

Renee Allen of Plymouth
help put each rose in the
wreath, with the help of her
daughter* Cayla, 16.

"fiti lucky that I'm free
and not in the war," Renee
Allen said. "I appreciate
what the soldiers are doing,
even though I don't under-
stand or believe in what
they're being made to do."

Cayla, who followed her^
mother's footsteps inWcom-
ing politically active, said it
made her sad to put so many
roses on the wreath.

"There are too many
people who have lost their
lives, and it's important we
get the troops back home,"
said Cayla Allen. "There are
too many moms who have .
seen their sons and daugh-
ters die."

Nancy Melke, 50, of
Westland said she's appalled
138 soldiers fiom Michigan
and more than 3,000

Please see PROTESTERS, A3
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1-275 ramp to open soon
*• . The southbound 1-275 ramp
t.6 Michigan Avenue is sched-
uled to re-open on Aug. 15

* Although construction
Svill not be completed until
September, the southbound

; 1-275 Michigan Avenue exit
I ramp is scheduled to re-open
- ̂ Wednesday, Aug. 15. The ramp
-Jâ as been closed since July
~9an order to provide safety
^improvements. Improvements
;&jang done include adding
an additional lane to provide
duel right and left turn lanes
and reconfiguring the median

, crossover to keep trucks from
overtopping the existing curb.
Traffic signalization will also
be reconfigured and upgraded
as part of the safety improve-

, ments.
For more information on

road projects going on in
Canton, visit www.canton-
mi.org.

Public safety Web site
The Canton Public Safety

Department has a new Web
site, www.cantonpublicsafety.
org, designed to be more
user-friendly with access to a
variety of resources. The Web
site includes information on
the police, fire and emergency
management divisions.

Some new items of interest
-Mclude:,
,*i • "Crime alerts - Providing
timely Information about local
.crime or crime trends occur-
ring in the community.

• Crime mapping -
Providing selected crimes on a
.'geographical map of Canton.

H Statistics by geographical
area - Providing crime and
accident statistics by geo-
graphical areas.

• Videos - Providing vid-
eos of local public service
announcements and police
and fire shows aired on
Canton's community access
television.

The department has also
expanded and organized a new
safety tip section including a
various brochures, handouts
and presentations, as well as
links to many related resource
Web sites.

Public Safety Director John
Santomauro sees the entire
project as plus for the com-
munity.

"Our goal is to raise commu-
nity policing to a higher level
by providing readily accessible
information to the public," he
said.

The site also includes many
•familiar items from the previ-
ous Web site, including pub-
lic safety press releases and
the police and fire monthly
reports, and more. The depart-
ment's Web site will be updat-
ed frequently so residents can
find out what's new in their
neighborhood.

Public Safety staff also plan
to use the new web site as a
forum to provide a variety of
information and resources on
crimes against children.

"We would like to make
our Web site a one-stop shop-
ping place for parents who are
looking for crime prevention
tips, information, and links to
resources in regards to their
children. Any useful informa-

Riding in style
Canton resident Tommy Hodge (far right) recently won a VIP tour of the
Ann Arbor Street Art Fair in a contest at Flagstar Bank. He and his wife,
Gayla, and friends Steve and Jenni Juhasz of Westland, enjoyed a limo
ride to and from the fair, gift certificates and other prizes, courtesy of
Flagstar.

"I always strive to provide the best possible
care to my patients knowing they have their
trust in me."

Jndrani Nimmagadda, MD
'j* Internal Medicine

To make an
appointment, or for
more information
about Oakwood

South Canton Internal
Medicine, please call

734.981.1206 or
Visit lis oh the Web at
www.oakwoOd.org.

Oakwood South Canton Internal Medicine,
staffed by physician Indrani Nimmagadda, MD

offers Internal Medicine services for men
and women with special focus on

geriatrics and diabetes.

She accepts most insurances.

Office hours are:
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

8:30 a,m. to 5 p.m:

Wednesdays - 1 to 7 p.m.

Saturday hours are available by appointment.

A free gift will be given to the first 15 new
patients who bring this ad in when they

arrive for their appointment.

Qakwood South Canton Internal Medicine
42287 Cherry Hill Road, Suite D, Canton, Michigan 48188

734.981.1206
Oakwood
We specialize, in you."

tion we come across will go
on our Web site," Community
Relations Sgt. Deb Newsome
said.

Band fund-raiser
The Plymouth-Canton

Marching Band (PCMB) is
hosting its annual "PCMB Car
Wash-A-Thon" on Saturday,
Aug. 4 at the Canton High
School parking lot in Canton,
Mich, from 9:OO am to 5:00
p.m. The car wash is free.
Money is raised through
pledges gathered by approxi-
mately 200 band members.

Individual band members of
the not-for-profit organization
are accepting between one half
cent to two cents for every car

washed or a donation prior to
the day's activities. The band
expects to wash about 1000
vehicles. Donations are tax
deductible.

"The Car Wash-A-Thon" is
one of the biggest fund-rais-
ers of the year," stated Mark
Stamper, president of the
2007 Plymouth Canton Music
Boosters. "The money raised
helps the kids with participa-
tion fees to be in the band,
including uniforms, instruc-
tion, and the cost to attend
band camp in August. The car
wash itself is fun for the kids
and parents alike."

The award-winning high
school band is comprised of
students at the Plymouth-
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Canton Educational Park. The
group of nearly 200 student
musicians and performers'is
led by Director of Bands, Marc
Whitlock. ' • -

PCMB has won the State ;
Championship at the Michigan
Competing Band Association <
Competition for 19 of the
last 21 years. The marching
band has earned the honor of
top band in the Nation three
times, with a combined list
of 500 awards in the last two
decades. In 2006, PCMB
was named regional champi-
ons of the Bands of America
competition held at Eastern
Michigan University, and fin-
ished ninth in the nation at
the National Bands of America
event.

Canton High School is
located at 8415 Canton Center
Road (at the intersection of
Joy and Canton Center Roads).

Canton jam session
The 2007 Axis Music

Canton Jam Session is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., •
Aug. 24 at the Willow Creek
Shopping Plaza. Presented by
Axis Music and local commu-
nity partners, this free music
and dance event will also
feature plenty of food. It will
feature local youth to seasoned
veteran performers perform-
ing a variety of stylings on an
outdoor stage.

Demonstrations from
local businesses will provide
the opportunity to see what
Canton has to offer while
experiencing a diverse series of
live music, art and fashion. For
more information, please call
(734) 844-0100.

Preschool openings
The-Plymouth Children's

Nursery Co-op, 5825 N.
Sheldon in Canton, has imme-
diate openings available for
children aged 3-4. Our school
encourages children to learn
by play, promoting indepen-
dence arid social skills through

> hands-on activities. There are
morning and afternoon classes

\ available. For mor,e in'forma-
tioncall (734)^44-0395.-^ •]

Nursery school openings
Creative Day Nursery

•' School on Chewy HiH R*>a44n
Canton is accepting registra-
tion for the fall. Creative Day
is a developmental school that
encourages cfrildren'tp learn
at theirown pace whije prqj
moting social skills through
art, music, story time and
hands-on activities. Both
morning and afternoon classes
are available.

For more information, call
(734) 981-3990 or (734) 981-
6470.

School registration
Registrations are now

being accepted at St. Michael
Christian School in Canton
for fall 2007-2008. The school
offers 3-year-old preschool
through fifth grade including
its new Young Fives program.
The school's academic pro-
gram is taught by qualified
and credentialed teachers. It
strongly supports the devel-
opment of the whole child
in a small class size setting.
For more information, call
(734)459-9720.

Grief support group
The Sharing & Caring

Coffee Hour is an ongoing
grief support group for wid-
ows and widowers hosted by
Heartland Hospice. The group
is held 10-11 a.m. at Heartland
Healthcare Center, 4701N.
Lilley Road, Canton. The focus
of the group is on the later
stages of grief, with an empha-
sis on learning to live with
the loss. This group is held
the first and third Wednesday
of the month and is open to
anyone grieving the loss of a
spouse. There is no charge.
For information, contact Ann
Christensen, toll-free at (888)
973-1145.

<ft/e>'

TAX PROBLEM!
Never Talk to The1

Resolution Services of Michigl
Offer in Compromise • RemoveLiens/Levies
JE>eualt> Abatement *Auclit Representation
Ble Old Returns • Innocent Spouse Relief
Installment Paymente^^ Payroll/Sales Tax Relief

Call (24|}J|8S7HELP(4357)
for a S I f consultation

Tax Resolution Services |
of Michigan g

Memi>e> afimentan Soctetyaf IRSProblemSalvers ,o

851 S. Main Street

734-354-0020

Chiropractic is a natural, drug-free,
non-surgical approach to health care
with the central interest being the
relationship between impaired
movement of the spinal vertebrae
and the nervous system.

Treatment is delivered through joint
adjustment or spinal manipulation,
along with exercise and nutrition.
Chiropractic philosophy is centered

on the belief that the body has a
natural ability to heal itself.
Chiropractors assist the body by
removing the interference from the
nervous system through
manipulation and allowing the body
to heal itself. The focus on
chiropractic is on the treating of the
cause of the problem rather than
treating the symptoms.

Chiropractors can treat any part of
the body including, knees, wrists
and hips. Anywhere bones connect,
you can be adjusted.

If you have aches, pains, headaches,
etc. call for your free initial
consultation today. Most insurances
accepted. Affordable family plans
available for those with no
insurance.

I
Personal I
Ttainer I

Available I

Hours
M, W, TH
8:30-10:00
11:00-12:00
3:00-4:00
5:00-7:00

TUES
5TItem~Nla$Mke 5:oo-6:oo
ur. HU<III< Workshop 6:00-6:45 I

Closed FRI & SAT

f re?'»!«al Exam
IB
-rays

Valued at $250 • with «.•
:L;U .i z "j'tn mis coupon

We accept: Trinity Health • United Healh • Blue Cross • AETNA • PPOM
• Humana • Blue Care Network • Cigna • GreatWest
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On the move
New office helps keep local look

The Observer Newspaper
office has moved to 1100 S.
Main Street (at Hartsough) in
Plymouth. The office serves
the Canton and Plymouth
Observer news staffs.

The new office is just a few
blocks south of the current
location.

"We have always taken a
great deal of pride in the fact
we are a local newspaper,"
executive editor Susan Rosiek
said. "Times are tough all over
Michigan, but we wanted to
maintain our identity as the
chief source of local news,
sports, features, happenings
and advertising in the commu-
nities we cover."

The new office will allow
customers and readers to
still have one-on-one access
to Canton and Plymouth
Observer staffers. It also gives
customers the opportunity to

THINKING ABOUT...

purchase extra copies of their
Canton or Plymouth newspa-
per and drop off items such as
wedding, engagement, anni-
versary and birth announce-
ments.

In addition to being located
in the new office, Observer
staffers arc available via e-
mail:

• Canton editor Kurt Kuban
at kkuban@hometownlife.com

• Canton reporter Tiffany
Parks at tlparks@hometown-
life.com

• Plymouth editor Brad
Kadrich at bkadrich@home~
townlife.com

• Plymouth reporter Tony
Bruscato attbruscato@home-
townlife.com

The Observer's hours are
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-
Friday. For more information
or to contact the news staff by
phone, call (734) 459-2700.

PAGE A1

believes those.conversations
made an impression on his
sons;

"Anytime Thanksgiving
came around, or special family
gatherings like that, we always
made sure they knew how
important freedom is, and the
price so many have paid for it,"'
he said.

Mike, 26, was the first to
sign up during his sophomore
year at Western Michigan
University in 2003. He is cur-
rently stationed in the African
nation of Djibouti, which is
located on the Red Sea. The
U.S. has stationed hundreds
of troops in Djibouti, its only
African base, in an effort
to counter terrorism in the
region. Mike is a helicopter
pilot, whose primary mission
is the transportation of Marine
expeditionary units, which
conduct peacekeeping and
humanitarian missions.

David, 28, felt the JAG expe-
rience would help him pursue a

career in international law.
According to his father,

Stephen, 22, was the most
idealistic of the three, and was
inspired to join by the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

'"Stephen was profoundly
impacted by 9/11. He is the
only one who joined for purely
patriotic reasons," Dave Shull
said.

Stephen, who will soon head
to Quantico, Va., for officer
training, said his goal is to be a
career Marine.

"There is absolutely nothing
better then being able to fight
for the freedoms of those you
love on a daily basis," he wrote
in an e-mail.

The Shulls also have two
daughters, Christen, who is
currently head coach of the
Salem girls J.V. soccer team,
and Katie, who will be a senior
at Salem in the fall. While
Marian Shull is proud her
three sons are serving in the
armed forces, she isn't quite
ready to let her two daughters
follow their lead to a life in the
military.

"Oh no, we've already given
three," she said.

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Renee Allen of Plymouth hands a flower representing a soldier killed during
the war in Iraq over to be inserted into a wreath delivered to Rep. Thaddeus
McCotter during 3 demonstration held at Kellogg Park in downtown Plymouth
Thursday afternoon.

fered mental disabilities as a-'
result of his four-year tour in
Iraq, which is scheduled to e4d
soon.

"They're sending these boys
over and they're coming back'
worse than the Vietnam vets'""
did/' said Johnson. "I'm sick""'
and tired of it. The war has to
end." *

FROM

nationwide have died in Iraq.
"We need our legislators to

come to terms with it and take
the action necessary to stop
the killing" she -.aid

Michael Johnson of
Pl\ moutn Tow nship said his
son Jorathon Hu_ n has suf-

•Tbruscato@hometownlife.com

(734)459-2700

The brothers Shull Michael, a captain in the U S Marine Corps, Stephen, a
second lieutenant in the Marines, and David, a J.A.G. lawyer in the Navy.

Protesters hold up a sign addressed to U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter during;a
demonstration at Kellogg Perk in downtown Plymouth Thursday afternoon.;
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Does A Leaky Bladder
Keep YOU From

'WijWS***""*"*"*" l l r rS"s""v

1 " ^ ^

OE0BS11665

if you sometimes leak urine when you
faugli cough, sneeze or exercise, you may
have A medical condition known as stress

u' l -wy incontinence. It affects millions
of women, and causes discomfort

and embarrassment.

Stress urinary incontinence is a common
and treatable condition. You can (earn more
ata free educational seminar "Stress Urinary

incontinence: it's Within Your Central."
-, The event is hosted by:

Dr. Hector Rodriguez

You'll team about simple, effective
solutions that can helpyou regain control
of your life by treating your sudden urine

"" t *" ie»jL&rnw*efo&Fffl<>tfan,pte<ise call:

734-779-2133 to register
Event will bs held,

Tues July 31, 2007 st 6:30 pm
St. Mary's Mercy Hospita
Conference Rooms 1 & 2

36475 Five Mile Road
Livonia

FOOT-ANKLE-LEG PAIN"??
• 0s you nave OiaUetos, Swollen feet. Less and Angles?

S I G N S * SYMPTOMS OF NA&fOM€<U£
Nail fungus wcm'l get better on its own. Knowlhe early

signs of nsff fungus and get treatment tigtit $j&y,"

i» Ciifctrs Foot &Mie Problems?

ftormai Uiif < flofcate* Severs*
Safe Cosmetic Elimination of Fungus Infected Nails

HEELS HURT??
Be Mm Wfe¥ * r f We Ga» Help!

N£W SHOCK WAVE
. NON-SURGICAL

Treatment Consult AvaHalala

FREEE
Initial Consultation FKEE •
X-If ays. iat>T«sr«& Treat meats. Witts tfcis atj only

fr :i- -̂

BALANCES OF $50,000
ANDHfGHER

Not your typical bank?

To open an account, visit your nearest branch or cai! 1-877-TOP-RATE.

Member FDIC. Fees may reduce earnings. See a barker for FDIC coverage amounts and transaction limitations. Account cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $5,000 minimiim opening deposit is required, Minimum transaction amount of 55,000 for checks and withdrawals. Nonqualifying transactionfee of $15 each for. th&f ir | t*
3 transactions under $5,000 in a statement period. All accounts and services are subject to approval. Premium Money Market Account Annual Percentage Yie'd (APV) based on collected balance for new personal accounts: 5.00% APY for balances of S3.O0COO0 and greater. 5 00% APY for balances of $1,000,000 to $2,999,999,5.00% APY f o j "
balances of $250,000 to $999,999, 5.00% APY for balances of $75,000 to $249,999, 5.00% APY for balances of S5O.O00 to $74,999, 4.75% APY for balances of S25.000 to $49,999. i 75% APY for balances Of S10.000 to $24,999,1.60% APY for balances of 32 500 tc S9.999.1,60% APY for balances up to $2,499. APYs accurate as of publication

date and may change before or after account opening. Offer is valid >n Michigan and IIIPIOIS only,
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Losers are winners: Contestants
win by losing in gym contest

No one knows how good it
feels to be a loser more than
Sherry Rize.

The Dexter native was
the winner of Fit Zone for
Women-Canton's "Biggest
Loser" contest, shedding
almost 39 pounds in 16 weeks.

Sherry wasn't the only big
loser in the competition,
which began back in January.
Fran Rhode-See of Canton
was a close second, losing
38 pounds, while Christine
Weiland and Beth Petty, both
from Plymouth, lost 25 pounds
each.

Similar to the television
program, the winners' success
was actually calculated using
the percentage of weight lost
rather than actual pounds,
according to Fit Zone owner
Larry Bird.

"This leveled the competi-

Ttie winners' success was
actually calculated using the
percentage of weight lost rather
than actual pounds, according
to Fit Zone owner Larry Bird.

tion among participants of
varying sizes," Bird said.
"Though not used to deter-
mine the winner, members lost
over 325 pounds during the
program through hard work
and attention to nutrition."

Mini-prizes were awarded
along the way to keep con-
testants motivated. Monthly
seminars emphasizing the
importance of healthy eating
and exercise were also offered.

"The Biggest Loser compe-
tition was a great idea," said
Ilona Baciak, one of the con-

test's participants. "It provided
motivation, great support and
feedback on a regular basis."

Said Fit Zone member Sarah
Kirkish: "The contest hap-
pened at a perfect time in my
life. It made me accountable
while providing the support I
needed."

Winners of the "Biggest
Loser" competition were hon-
ored at a short program held
at the gym. The grand prize
winner received a one-year
free membership to Fit Zone
for Women-Canton. The sec-
ond place prize was a $250
gift certificate to Gabriala's in
downtown Plymouth. Both
third prize winners received
certificates for therapeu-
tic massages compliments
of Plymouth Chiropractic
Wellness Center.

Fit Zone-Canton members lost more than 325 pounds during the gym's 'Biggest Loser' contest, with the winner,
Sherry Rize of Dexter, shedding almost 39 pounds in 16 weeks.

Brand \ew
STUDIO

XPAi\8IOi\!
Now With

/4t Dance Rooms
for your convenience

Member ofCecchetti
Council of America Every Tuesday & Thursday

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Starting Aug. 2 -Aug. 30

Classes begin Sept. 4
;• (Jmv/f/i IM-irci' Idtottlwu • Ballet • Tap «Jazz« Hip Hop

to (antmi and \§u i oiindhit* • Pre-school Creative Dance
fut 12 ) Vtuk • All-Boys Hip Hop • Pom P*

-•*• / •ft"'- S. lilley at Palmer • Canton
L \ l I \\O\ S ^ ^ncck out our new website

- Hip Hop ^ \ / www the dance connection com s ^

«!..%• r - 734-397-9755 l
e urn

Parthenon .„

Full Greek Menu
Breakfast

Lunch • Dinner
Daily Specials • Takeout • Catering

NOW HIRING!
FULL TIME • ALL POSITIONS

Bright MOVES
That Make SENSE...

atholic

arishes
Federal Credit Union

www.catholicparishesfcu.org

Open a Totally FREE CHECKING at
Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union

Our Totally FREE Checking Account
matches your way of living with:

/CONVENIENCE
• FREE Online Banking and Bill Pay Service

/ACCESS
• Over 30,000 Surcharge FREE ATMs
• Use our Debit Card Online and Across the Globe

/VALUE
• Earn Dividends on Your Balance
• FREE 1st Box of Checks
• No Minimum Balance
• No Monthly Maintenance Fee

SERVING THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS!

Main Branch
36111 Five Mile Road

Livonia, Ml 48154 e

(734)432-0212

St. Valentine Branch
25800 Dow

Redford Township, Ml 48239
(313)533-0040

Plymouth / Canton Branch
Coming Fall 2007
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Minimal IRA distribution can come from
We have IRAs in a variety
of different funds with
a number of different
companies. This is the
first year that we have to
begin taking money out
of our accounts and my
question is, do I need to take
a distribution from each
separate account or can I
take them from whatever?

fou are not required to
take.a minimum distribu-
tion from each and every

retirement account you own.
The IRS doesn't care which
account you take it from. They
are concerned that the total
dollar amount is correct. If you
-— v have four sepa-

rate accounts
and you want

, to take the
' total minimum

**r_ ^ required dis-
s? j& * tribiition from

one of those
accounts, there
is no IRS prob-
lem.

One issue
people over

should

r
Money Matters

Rick Bloom

consider is whether they
convert some of their IRA
money from a traditional
IRA into a Roth IRA. The
advantage is the money you
are converting is not part
of the required minimum
distribution. It could stay

invested into a Roth IRA for as
long as you choose and, more
important, will grow tax-free
not tax-deferred.

If you are over 7OH, you
are not allowed to convert
your required minimum
distribution, however, you can
convert anything above that
number. My recommendation
for people over 70H is if you
meet the following criteria it
may make sense to convert
some money from your
traditional IRA into a Roth
IRA.

You must have the money
to pay the additional tax that
the conversion would cause
without touching the money
converted, by converting the
money it will not place you in a
higher tax bracket and you can
invest the money long term at
least five to seven years.

One last note. The penalties
are severe if you do not make
your required minimum
distribution. If you are over
7OY2 you need to make sure to
take the required distribution
prior to Dec. 31, 2007.

I graduated from college last
year and I took your advice
and paid off my charge card
debt before investing in my
company's 401(k) plan. I
now can begin investing.
Should I invest in a 401(k)
(my company does not match)
or a Roth IRA? Another

18829 FaritiirigtonRoad
Livonia, Wlichigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860 ,

O^TEOARTHRITSS @F THE KNEES L
.' The most cdmmon arthritis you face with aging is osteoarthritis of the knees.-The

--masons are (1) the knees are the joints most subject to injury over a tifetime and (2) the extra
wear on knees that comes with pivoting that makes loss of cartilage inevitable.

At present no medicine, exercise or way oE life will forestall the development of knee
osteoarthritis.-The only preventives are keeping our weight within reason and, insofar as
possible, avoiding injury to the kneas.

—.—if you develop csteoarthritis of ihe knees, you should not curtail your physical activity.
keeping active, particularly as you grow older, is of such importance it trumps doing less to
preserve y6tir knees, "f the arthritis interferes with activity, your doctor wilt do more to treat it.

Therapy includes use of non-steroida!.medicatlons to counter pain, finding activities1

such-as swimming arid bike riding that allows you to remain active. At times, it helps to go ;

- fbr^yeical therapy tc strengthen the quadriceps muscle and realign the knee cap. Intra-
arti&ilarinjeciions are useful to remove fluid and counter the irritation that osteoarthritis
brings. •

; Meflfca! experience indicates giucosamine and condition do little to preserve knes joint
fectiprj- The use of artificial synovia! flu'd injections remains controversial; my view k thst
S i i e ^^ l&SOf j d • W ' l p

Bracing the. knee doesn't help, but imee surgery is always an opbcn and a good one.

www.dr j jweiss .yourmd.com OEt},

Privilege Program members take advantage of a variety
of special benefits including extended service contracts
and so much more. And, with platinum membership,
your benefits are even greater, including

» Free interior and exterior car wasii anytime
service

Great vehicles. Great service. What could be better?

t VMHVUHIH^^HK^B^^^^^H & M J M W * *

possibility — I have been
approached about buying
a variable annuity. By the
end of the year I should have
$3,000 to $4,000 to invest.
What do you recommend?

Congratulations on getting a
handle on your debt.

Let's first review the pros
and cons of your alternatives.
The first is a 401(k) plan
which has a double tax
advantage because you are
investing pre-tax money.
That money, along with all
the earnings, grows on a tax-
deferred basis. The downside
of 40l(k) plans is when
the money is distributed
to you,, it does not receive
the favorable capital gains •
tax rate. It is taxed at your
ordinary income bracket. In
addition, some 401(k) plans
have limited and sometimes
high fee investment
alternatives.

In a Roth IRA, money
invested and all its
accumulations grow income

tax-free. When money is
withdrawn from the account,
no taxes are due. Furthermore,
with a Roth IRA you have
endless investment options so
you can invest in high-quality,
low-cost investments.

The downside of a Roth IRA
is money contributed is post-
tax money. In other words, it's
money that you have already
paid taxes on.

The last alternative is a
variable annuity in which
money grows on a tax-deferred
basis. However, the downside
of a variable annuity is
significant. First, the money
you contribute is typically
post-tax money. It is possible,
but not recommended to use
a variable annuity within an
IRA. The typical variable-
annuity also has very high
cost, limited investment
options and severe penalties
if you terminate the policy
before a preset number of
years.

My first recommendation

i We an proud to have

mlie & Terru Miller
1 \o'm our awara winnim

J sales staff
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(between Merriman and Farmington Roads)
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HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING {
Thank You for letting us showcase the look of our naw
metal roof system in your community. You can stilt bs
part of our pilot program and have the opportunity

toisave a Lifetime Erie Metal Roof,

If your home qualifies for our pMot home program, we
wit! definitely mske it worth your while. You will also

have access to our special iow interest financing
and have no payments for 12 months.

1 An Erie Metal Roofing System witt provide your home with
unsurpassed beauty and protection guaranteed!

Don't miss this opportunity to save!

INQUIRE TODAY TO SEE IF YOUR HOME QUALIFIES!-^

1-800-952-3743
www.ErieMetatRoofs.com

for you would be a Roth 1B.A.
There is an initial adverse tax
consequence to using the Roth
IRA but you're taking ashort-
term hit for a substantial
long-term gain. Just think,
40-50 years from now or even
longer when you withdraw the
money, the Roth IRA will have
no tax consequences.

Of course, if your company
had matched the 40l(-k) my
solution would probably have
been to put. money into the
40l(k) up to the match and
then use the Roth IRA for
additional money.
• Here are a couple of
alternatives for your initial
investment — T. Rowe Price

Spectrum Growth Fund ((800)
225-5132 or www.troweprice.
com) and S&P 500 Fund
such as the Vanguard S&P
500 ((877) 662-7447 or www. >
vanguard.com).

Roth IRAs are great -
investment options and .
it's something more and .
more investors should take
advantage of if eligible.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial • •'
adviser. Observer & Eccentric , -
readers can submit questions at
'monevmatters@hometcwniife.com. -.
For more information, visit Rick's Web.
site at www.bloomassetmanagem.ent..
com. You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM.

CSale Scarfs Monday July
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Here's your chance to
with Coco from

The Observer & Eccentric and
Mirror Newspapers are team-
ing up with Buddy's to present
"Dining With the Stars" featur-
ing Coco of'"The Coco, Foolish &
Mr. Chase in the Morning Show,"
which airs weekdays from 6-10
a.m.onFM98WJLB.

The show is known through-
out metro Detroit for its laughs,
amazing prizes, hot topics, celeb-
rity gossip and interviews, news
and more.

In 1OO words or less, tell us
why you're a fen of Coco and
would like to have lunch or din-
ner with her at Buddy's Pizza in
August.

• Send your fen letter to
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.
com and be sure to include your
name, address, daytime phone
number and e-mail address.

Deadline to enter the August
contest is 5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug.
21.

A photograph of you and
Coco will be published in the
Observer & Eccentric andMirror
Newspapers and online at www.
hometownlife.com.

"We want our winners to dine
with their favorite stars and
feel like a star, too," says Marcy

The Observer & Eccentric and Mirror
Newspapers are teaming up with
Buddy's to present "Dining With the
Stars" featuring Coco of "The Coco,
Foolish & Mr. Chase in the Morning
Show" on WJLB-FM.

Brontman of Buddy's Pizza.
Buddy's will also present at

check for $500 to the Detroit .
Recovery Project, the charity of
Coco's choice which supports
individuals in identifying and
resolving barriers to achieving a

REBATES UP TO $5257
2007 F-150SC 4x4 XIT

Stock #714024 • Was $34,215

NOW $23,985"

SERVING YOU
FOR

50 YEARS!
37300 MICHIGAH AVENUE AT NEWBURGH

WAYNE* JUST EAST OF 1-275 (7 'M)72 'L9f i f l f i
wmMemm.com or wm,aplanheadtiuarters,com W » ™ • • • " V W U
•Plus tax, Utts, * » M S . +P*essr«fwltaumttsUraffi.M^plli)sb» relates IrKMsd to prto, "34 M
a»ptov«l credit A-Pta putthaMS and ISMH. Seourity dapoBil waived KiqiijBlBd OuVers- SublBttoawllablllly, Not ell tanen will qualify tor townfrayAiNits or
APR. Offers gid 7 1-07 Payments a areas are aubffct to change +BfledBaterfo dalafl * Explorer and F irjp lease payment &raw price nchn3«o*nertoyaty

healthy and productive drug-free
lifestyle.

The August winners will be
treated to a limo ride, courtesy
of Pro Tran Transportation,
makeover from "Beauty Salon
by JXyle Lint, featuring stylist
and makeup artist Christine
Fitzpatrick, a $100 gift certifi-
cate to the Reaver Diamond Co.
in Southfield and a dance exhi-
bition courtesy of Fred Astaire
Dance Studio in Bloorafield
Hills.

Other upcoming "Dining With
the Stars" include Chuck Gaidica
of WDIV-TV (Channel 4),
Attorney Geoffrey Fieger, Florine
Mark of Weight Watchers, health
and fitness guru and O&E
columnist Peter Nielsen, Ruth
Spencer of WDlVs "Ruth to the
Rescue" and Trudi Daniels of
WRIF-FM,

No purchase is necessary to
enter. Buddy's Pizza will review
all entries and select the top four
"fan" letters.

The stars featured for the
month will make the final selec-
tion. Lunch and/or dinner date
is to be determined with the
winner and star by Buddy's rep-
resentatives.

LIKE NUMBERS?
there pre a pile

1 of them in
• • ^ * .

isecifjoh

A'

Wii 11AM r> c
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Wayne-Westland Community Schools

Call Today! 734419-2100
• Free To youth 17-20, under Intra-County Schools of Choice Plan

• Free To non-grad adults and those w/G.E.D.

• Free To junior and senior high school students in cooperating schools

• Free To UAW members and dependent children *

• Free To others who qualify **

William D. Ford Career-Technical Center * No* available as a benefit in ail UAW contracts - check your Benefits Office.
36455 Marquette ** S ° m e restrictions may apply. Reasonable rates to those not qualifying for free tuition)

Westland, Ml 48185
t is the policy of tteWayne-Weslland Community Schools Board of Education to forbid any acts of discrimination in alt matters dealing with students, parents, employees or applicants
Fhe Wayne-Westland Schools reaffirms its policy of equal educational and employment opporturfflesforall persons witfioutregani to racejdigion, color, national origin, s ^ , age, marita
status, height, we^ht,orhandicap. inquiries concernlngttjeappllcationofTrile VI, Trile IX, and Section 504 legislation at the Wayne-Wesfland School District may be referred to Ron Barratt
Director, 36745 Marquette, Westland, Ml 48185, (734) 419-2645. FurUiermore, the School District guarantees the right to a free appropriate education for all school-aged handieappec

-it Filler i -

We value our readers — in
print and online — and want
to hear from you. Tell us what
you think about your Observer
Newspaper and our Web site at
www.hometownlife.com.

Fill out the survey below and
mail to the Observer, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150
or fax to (734) 591-7279 ATTN:

to hear
EDITOR or go to www.home-
townlife.com and fill out the
survey online.

Responders who provide a
name and address will receive
a small gift and be entered in a
random drawing to win tickets
to an upcoming Tigers game
and concerts at DTE Music
Theater or The Palace.

"Tell us what you want to read
about in your Observer" said
Susan Rosiek, executive editor.
"Your opinion matters to us as
we strive to improve our news-
paper and online coverage."

Deadline to submit survey
information and be eligible for
the ticket drawing is 5 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 6.

(Dbserirer 2007 SURVEY
NEWSPAPERS

Name:
*Address:

Gender: • Female • O Male
(Street Number, City/Township and Zip Code)

Age: D 19 and under • • 20s • • 30s • • 40s • Q 50s • D 60s* D Older

Education: • High School Graduate • • College Graduate • • Postgrad degree Other:

Total household income: • $30,000 and under • • $31,999-$49,999 • • $50,000-$74,S
• $75,000-99,999 • D $100,000 and over

Employed: • Full-time/Part-time • • Retired • • Other:
How many people live in your household? How many are under age 17?

I Do you currently subscribe to the Observer?.
If yes, how much time do you spend reading? D 20 minutes or more. D Less than 20 minutes.
On a scale of 0-5, (0 being the lowest; 5 the highest) rate your delivery? 0 1 2 3 4 5

If you are not currently a subscriber, have you ever subscribed? D YES D NO
On a scale of 0-5, how satisfied are you with your Observer? 0 1 2 3 4 5
On a scale of 0-5, how easy is it to find items/sections in the paper? 0 1 2 3 4 5
On a scale of 0-5, rate the relevancy of content in your Observer? 0 1
On a scale of 0-5 rate the accuracy of The Observer: . 0 1

3 4 5
3 4 5

Rate your level of interest in the topics and/or sections below on a scale of 0-5
(5 being very interested; 0 not at all)

Mews and features about your city/township/village 0 1 2 3 4 5
News about local government 0 1 2 3 4 5
School news and features 0 1 2 3 4 5

I News about police and crime 0 1 2 3 4 5
Food and cooking features 0 1 2 3 4 5
Society news 0 1 2 3 4 5
News about religion 0 1 2 3 4 5
Calendar listings of local events 0 1 2 3 4 5
FILTER (Weekly section with news about music, art, local

• and regional entertainment restaurants and movies) 0 1 2 3- 4 5
| PINK (Thursday PINKpage and Monthly PINK Section featuring fashion, beauty, women's health) 0 1 .2 3 4 5

High school sports news and features 0 1 2 3 4 5
Letters to the editor 0 1 ,2 3 4 5
Advertisements of stores in your community 0 1 2 3 4 5
Editorials 0 1 2 3 4 5
Opinion columns fl 1 2 3' 4 5
News/Features about the environment 0 1 2 3 4 5

I Classified Advertising 0 1 2 3 4 5
News/Features about health and fitness 0 1 2 3 4 5
News/Features about local business 0 1 2 3 4 5
Real estate information 0 1 2 3 4 5
Outdoor recreation features 0 1 2 3 4 5

What other news/features would you like to see more of in your Observer?,

What would you like to see less of in your Observer?

What is your main source of local news (news about your community/schools)?

Do you know that www.hometownlife.com is the Web site of The Observer & Eccentric/Mirror
Newspapers? • Yes • No ..
Do you use the Internet to obtain news/features and other information? • Yes D No
If yes. What sites do you visit at least twice a week? .

How may times have you looked at www.hometownlife.com in the last week
• None • Once a day D 2-4 times a week • 5-7 times a week
On a scale of 0-5 (5 being the highest; 0 the lowest) rate how easy is it to find the information
you are looking for online at www.hometownlife.com? 0 12 3 4 5
What would you like to see more of online at www.hometownlife.com? ,

What would you like to see less of online at www.hometownlife.com?.

*Respondents who provide a name and address will receive a small gift for filling in the survey
and will be entered into a random drawing for tickets to an upcoming Detroit Tigers game
and/or concert at DTE Music Theater.

WEEK #1
TIGER TICKETS-

WINNER:

EO
TYRANSKI
Birmingham

For A Chance To
2 Tigers Tickets

T V
Theaters!!

WEEK #16 EMAGINE THEATER WINNER: Debbe Telly • Bruce Twp.

Go to HometownLife.com
Click on the contest logo.
Guess how many total hits &
runs the Tigers will have the
following week (Monday-Sunday).

THAT'S IT* Go to HometownLife.com for details,
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Haggerty Professional Plaza
2050 Haggerty Road • 1 Block S. of Ford Road • Canton

Located in the heart of Canton, the Haggerty Professional Plaza offers a wide
range of medical services including general medicine and surgery, specialty

physicians, imaging, laboratory, pharmacy and physical rehabilitaion.

Suite 100
Cherry Hill Medical Group

Phone: 734.981.1086
Fax: 734.981.2259

David I. Margolis, MD -Internal Medicine
Michael S. Schaeffer, MD - Internal Medicine
Sarju S. Shah, MX> ~ Family Practice
Roderick D. Walker, MD - Family Practice

Suite 120
Specialty Suite

Phone: 734.981.1086
Fax: 734.981.2259

S.H. Saie, MD - Gastronenterology
Mohamad Hakim, MD - General Surgery
Steven Watson, DPM - Podiatry
Ali Berry, MD - Dermatology
J, Eckenrode - Hematology/Oncology
O. Signori -Hematology/Oncology
Nilofer Nisar, MD - Neurology
Surendra Kumar, MD - Urology
Jiab Suleiman, DO - Orthopedics

Suite 140
Western Wayne Urgent Care
Open 7. days a week to meet all your needs

Phone: 734.259.0500

Suite 160
Haggerty Pharmacy

Phone: 734.981.7340
Fax: 734.981.7342

Suite 170
A2Z Home Medical Equipment

Phone: 248.968.5020
Fax: 248.968.5232

Suite 170 (Con't)
Continental Home Healthcare

Phone: 248.588.9480
Fax: 248.588.9486

Suite 180
Oakwood Canton Imaging, LLC
S.E. Radiology Associates, PC

Phone: 734.446.9700
Fax: 734.446.9704

Saleem Azad, MD - Radiology
Ashok Jain, MD - Radiology
Venkat Rudraraju, M D - Radiology

Suite 200
Haggerty Specialists

Phone: 734.981.1086
Fax: 734.981.2259

Rajesh Gulati, MD - Cardiology
Kamal Gupta, MD - Opthalmology
S. Jolly, MD- Neurology
K. Thavarajah, MD- Nephrology :

Suite 220
Michigan Women's Care

Phone: 734.446.9781 1
Fax: 734.446.9791 J

Lan Bui, DO - Obstetrics and Gynecology
Manish Jain, MD » Obstetrics and Gynecology
Essam Khrazat, MD - Obstetrics and Gynecology

Suite 240
Quest Labs

Phone: 734.397.0286
Fax: 734.397.0323

Suite 280 \
Medstar Rehabilitation

Phone: 734.844.0800 :
Fax: 734.844.0808 :
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40 years later: Leaders
seek healing after riots

BY ALEX IUNDBERG

STAFF WRITER

Politicians and clergy over-
saw the 40th anniversary
gathering that marked the
riot that burned Detroit, but
the solution to the deep racial,
social and economic divide in
southeast Michigan is just as
elusive now as it was in 1967.

Redford Township
Supervisor R. Miles Handy
said the event, held Monday in
Detroit, was more about the
future than the past.

"I think it was a good mes-
sage that the surrounding
communities are supportive
of moving forward for the
betterment of the region.
Not only reflecting on the

CANTON CINEMA
Goodrich

ALII • ESffllHHBI
THEATERS

Priced Right 1 Mils Wast of IKEA

DETROIT'S BEST .

MOVIE DEAL =
ALL LOUNGER SEATS

ALL DIGITAL SOUND

ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
$ ft a Q Q Adults Evening

$ A A A Students, Late Show,
A . I J U Molts Until 6 PM,
W • W K | d s s seniors

© N o passes Free drink refills & 2st corn Ktllla |

SHOWTIMES VALID 7/27 -

Every Monday
thru Friday
at 10:30 am

Man 7/30 - Fri a/3
MONSTER HOUSE (PQ)

© THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13)
11:00,1:10, 3:20, 5;25, 7:30, 9:45
FRI/SATiS 11:45
O I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK AND
LARRY (PG-13) 11:05,1:35, 4:05, 6:45,
9:10 FRI/SATLS 11:40
©HftlfiSPHAY(PG)
11:15, 1:50,4:25,7:00,9:35
MARRY POTTER ANO THE ORDER OF THE

ta PHOENIX {PG-13} 12:10, 3:10, 6:20, 9:20
1 TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) 12:00,3:00,

6:15, 9:15
LICENSE TO WED (PG-13) 11:30,9:50
PR1/SAT LS 11:50
RATATOMLLE (G)
11:10i 1:40, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10
FRI/SATLS 11:35
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD {PG-13)
1:30,4:15,7:05

20oi.DRINK
with $2.50 purchase

ol 48nz. wig ot butterypopcom
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past, but looking into the
future, how we can help our
region," Handy said. "We're all
Detroiters one way or another.
We all are, no matter where
we go, if you're from the metro
region you're a Detroiter."

Livonia Mayor Jack
Engebretson called the occa-
sion "a good first step" by
political and church leaders to
promote healing.

"We had a cataclysmic event
and for years and years people
have had their personal takes
on what happened," he said.
"As a result, fears and mistrust
still go on."

But 40 years after the city
erupted in flames, there's still
a lingering distrust radiat-
ing in both directions across
Detroit's border. Ramon
Hernandez is a member of
the Livonia Human Relations
Commission. He said it's unre-
alistic to think 40 years is
enough time to bury hatchets
this large.

"You have to consider the
history before the riot," he
said. "It was a culmination of
a lot of frustration by a lot of
people."

He said time needs to pass
before people can understand
events, especially ones as
volatile as the riot. Sheltered,
white Americans need to
understand that people of
color want the same things:
Peace, prosperity and safety,

he said. It's not just that the
media pushes images of non-
whites involved in crime, he
said. Older generations of
Americans have also neglected
to tell their children that great
people have gone before.

"Mature Americans have
failed their children by not
teaching them about people
in the early rights movement,
before I960," Hernandez
said. "Ethnic people, white
people, hippies, musicians
— people.who didn't accept
the status quo. The message
they were trying to give has
not been explained to young
Americans."

The conference was an
outgrowth of conversations
between clergy all around the
Detroit area. The Rev, Allen
Kannapell of the Anglican
Church of Livonia said the
event was a success.

"There was a spirit of rec-
onciliation and repentance
there," he said. "We need to
forgive each other and live
together."

He said he's lived in 10
states in his life and has never
seen an area as segregated as
southeast Michigan. Other
American cities had riots in

' the late 1960s but no other city
is struggling the way Detroit
is. He said the riot is an uiiten-
ded wound, one that can't
start to heal until people start
addressing it.
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discredited union

*

1 Churchill's editorial on the glories of unionism is
another tiresome example of towing discredited

1 union lines. The "buy union or else" people cer-
tainly have a friend there. His editorial contains many
inaccuracies and a curious sort of bluster wherein
points appear to be made with numbers flying around
and researchers being quoted, but much of it is plainly
rambling and somewhat disconnected.

The catchphrase "Right To Work For Less" is found
in virtually every leftist playbook and
typifies the use of ridicule or intimi-
dation as a substitute for analysis of
facts. These are the same folks who
brought us the "Real Americans Buy
American" bumper stickers that let

^A * ^ union people simultaneously drive,
^ B Hj wrap themselves in the flag and
^ E T J ~ berate others.
I L ^ S S L — Churchill accuses others of "hacking

at unions" with "misleading" informa-
tion, but fails to provide specifics. It

would seem that holding opinions different from the
union has become almost un-American somehow. I
tried to source some of his studies and research on
the Web, with little success. The only information I
found that corresponded to numbers Mr. Churchill
attributed to the Center for Automotive Research was
an analysis of the 2003 contract between the UAW
and the Big Three. It was published in 2004 and the
statistics that seemed close to Churchill's claims were
not facts, but projections about the effects of the
ratified contract. ("The Meaning of the 2003 UAW-
Automotive Pattern Agreement" Author: Sean P.
McAlinden, Ph.D.") His may be "facts," but I have yet
to find the unidentified study he cites.

I challenge his assertion that each (union?)
employee adds $292,000 of "added value" to the
"domestic automobile industry." Exactly what does
that mean and where is this information to be found?
Additionally, has anyone suggested that UAW mem-
bers' paychecks should be reduced to a level that
"allows for a diet of grits and bacon grease?" It seems
to me that the only thing more absurd than that
claim is paying §66 an hour for the labor of a line
worker when the domestic automobile industry is get-
ting its lunch eaten.
; Mr. Churchill dismisses union labor costs as a

"jion-issue." Well, that's a neat trick! I would suppose
that the job bank, health care coverage and COLA
are also unimportant. This is breathtaking stuff and
should be taken seriously, though not for the reasons
the author intends. Serious problems require more
than these kinds of dismissals and cliches.

While I'm not a lawyer, I would encourage anyone
who wants to understand American patent law to go
somewhere other than the university of UAW GffAlv
Churchill community college for their educatao^
the one hand, Mr. Churchill holds out the pr#S$S

of intellectual property as an example of a useful
monopoly and then proceeds to show precisely why
creating intellectual property is utterly different from
the nature of production labor. While the foundation'
of patent and copyright law can be found in our (ever
so coercive) Constitution, I didn't see a similar article
about unions in there.

Thankfully, the founders saw the differences that
escape Al Churchill. The marketplace of creative
intellectual process is open for all of us to plumb at
our peril or reward. Equating the production of a
new composition of matter, a new machine or pro-
cess with the work, albeit wholly honorable, of a
UAW member, borders on the ridiculous. Perhaps the
inventor of a cure for cancer or Parkinson's disease
should receive the same pay as a UAW member run-
ning a CNC lathe? Just a last point: patents aren't
forever; they expire.

To be clear, Steven Roach, who I believe is indeed
the chief economist in Asia for Morgan Stanley, had
been dubbed something along the line of Mr. Doom
by Money magazine. He was recently reported, by
www.tompaine.com, to have informed his clients
to prepare for an "economic Armageddon." He has
always been a reflexively negative economist. For
example, CNN reported the following in early 2003:

"Morgan Stanley's chief economist in the United
States, Stephen Roach, will formally advise clients
Friday that he's forecasting a world recession in
2003."

His prediction was based, in part, on the SARS
non-epidemic then being much in the public's mind.
While Steven Roach may be a fine person and a bet-
ter economist, he regularly gets it wrong. There are
many sectors of the U.S. economy doing well and
there are many in dire straits. The domestic automo-
bile industry, and its union labor of which Churchill is
so fond, is in the latter category. This sector needs real
help from real problem solvers from management and
labor, not platitudes, misinformation and foggy logic.

One point of general agreement I have with the
author involves the clockwork precision with which
elected representatives slither from Congress into the
dizzying array of lobbying groups, PACs, consulting
firms and foundations seen in our political landscape.
Much as in the "Gilded Age" Churchill mentions, there
is plenty of blame to go around and I feel no affection
for either of the major political parties.

I certainly don't wish the UAW or any union ill, per
se. I would simply suggest that his '70s rhetoric has
outlived its usefulness. It's time that management and
labor sit down and face some real, hard truths about
what kind of industry they hope to have in the next 10
years. I personally give Ford and General Motors each
a one in three chance of surviving the remainder of the

are a
good thing for dogs
and their owners I

Alex Lund berg

V&fofttttdel! lives in Livonia.

T he Livonia City Council is look-
ing, again, at passing a leash
law. This is a good idea, both

for the pet and for the human at the
other end of the line.

Currently, the city's ordinances
require dogs to be "under reasonable
control," which entails being with
its owner, on the owner's property
or under the control of someone the

owner knows. The
closest the ordinance
comes to requiring a
leash is a provision for
vicious animals which
calls for a muzzle
and chain whenever
the animal is off the
premises.

At a recent leg-
islative committee
meeting, a number of

residents came forward to ask the
council to enact some kind of leash
law. There were a lot of impassioned
stories about dogs running loose on
the streets, harassing people and
pets alike. If there were only some
kind of controls, Livonia would be a
safer place to live. The council had a
brace of sample laws from neighbor-
ing communities and even the mayor
said the issue had come up enough
times in the past that it was time
to seriously consider adding to the
existing ordinance.

It was then that someone sug-
gested creating a dog park as many
other communities like Plymouth and
Westland have. Often called a "bark
park," these are enclosed areas where
people (for a fee) can let their dogs
run free with other dogs, make noise
and do their business where they
choose. I can back the leash law, but
I can't get behind a dog park. It's part
of a theory of pet ownership that's
becoming more and more prevalent
and has its roots in the delusion that
the family dog is a person.

The subtext of my theory is this:
"My dog is an angel, blameless as

a babe and can cure warts by touch."
Which of course was followed by

the companion sentiment, ''Every ']
other dog on the street is a slavering;
monster, hungry for the blood of the
innocent and can curdle milk at 100
paces."

See the disconnect? Between ;
PetSmart and the people who mar-
ket dog clothing, we've convinced
ourselves that our pets are small
people with occasionally embarrass-
ing personal habits. This is danger-
ous because dogs are, in fact, dogs.
Millions of years of evolution didn't
give them those sharp teeth for
crunching kibble or their group men-
tality because they like the family
room.

Dogs are highly loyal and highly
territorial. The combination means
that Fluffy has the ability, and the
inclination, to lunge at anyone if
the circumstances are right. That
unqualified love they radiate can
turn to violence if they think there's
trouble. Think of it, one of the rea-
sons for owning a dog is for home
protection; thinking the dog is going
to choose the moment to get violent
as wisely as you will is misguided. '

I'm as guilty as anyone. My English;
bulldog, Georgie Girl, is lovable and'
funny. If I came home and found
she had spoken her first words, I
wouldn't be surprised. But she's also
55 pounds of muscle on a 30-pound
frame that doesn't listen and doesn't
fear anything. Her ancestors fought
bulls for sport — I can do the math.
If Georgie gets violent, it's hot going
to be lovable or funny.

A leash law is a good thing for the!*
owners of dogs rather than the dogs^
themselves. The leash reminds the «t
owner that they've got an animal ^
under their control and the owner is-
responsible for what that dog does B
The leash reminds the owner that no"
matter how wonderful, how loving, .
how integral to the family the dog
is, a judge is not going to see it that
way.

Alex Lundberq is a staff writer with the ,
Livonia Observer. .. • .

Abe Orabi's path toward becoming an M.D. began at Henry Ford Community
College. "I came to HFCC because of the prestige of the Honors Program.
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how we can help you.

&HFCC
Henry Ford Community College

Your Best Choice. Guaranteed!

Our ATMs
are easier to find

than chocolate
chocolate chip.

Chase ATMs are everywhere

Now with the most branches in Michigan. CHA5E O
©2007 JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDiC.


