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District disconnects cell phones, other devices
BY TONY BRUSCATO . •

STAFF WRITER

Like many teenagers, Abdallah
Kazbour carries a cell phone wherever
he goes to keep in touch/with family
and friends.

Kazbour, 15, of Plymouth Township
knows he's not supposed to use his
phone during classes at Plymouth-
Canton Education Park. However,
sometimes you just need to talk.

"You need it if you want to know
where a friend is, or where he's going
after class, so we can meet up,"
Kazbour, a Canton High School sopho-
more, said. "Or, if I borrow someone's

book, I want to see where they are so I
can give it back."

Kazbour said he knows the rules
about carrying cell phones, and other
electronic communication devices in
school — they have to be turned off and
out of sight. • •

"I know the rules, and it's gone off
a couple of times in class," Kazbour
admitted. "Once, the teacher took it for
a weekend. Most times, they don't do
anything."

Plymouth-Canton Schools adminis-
trators say Kazbour's use of electronic
devices is becoming inore the norm
than the exception, causing an increas-
ing number of disruptions during

classes: According to the district, there
were 583 cell phone/electronic device
infractions during the 2005-06 school
year. That number more than doubled
to 1,373 in the 2006-07 academic year.

PENALTY GREATER
In a PCCS memorandum that states

"electronic devices in general and cell
phones specifically have been abused,"
the district is increasing the penalty for
those caught carrying or using them
during school hours.

"It's not a new policy, we're just hav-
ing stricter enforcement of the current

Please see PHONES, A5

Karen Kaur, 17, of Canton Township, uses her
cell phone following summer school classes.
The Plymouth High School senior says she
waits until classes are over so as not to be
in violation of the school district's policy
regarding cell phone usage.

HANGING UP
The Plymouth-Canton school dis-,
trict will clamp down on theuse•
of cell phones and other elec-lf:,:;
tronic devices beginning with t(S;
2007-08 school year. . '•*].
What you can have: Cell phones
and other electronic; commu-
nication devices; you just can't
actually use them.
What you can't have; CD, MP3
player, iPods,'pagers,?laser point-
ers, etc. . . '•
What happens if you do: First •
offense - one-day suspension;

.second and third offenses
- three-day suspension, fourth
and subsequent offense - five-
day suspension.

PHOTOS BY SHAWN CLANIN

Alan, Amy, Yihongtong and Anna Sun enjoy a few snacks before the start of 'Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire1 Friday at the Village Theater in Canton.

District, teachers push back money talks
BY TONY BRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools administrators and the union
representing 1,100 teachers agreed to
a number of stipulations during con-
tract negotiations on a wage reopener
this week, including putting off dis-
cussions on pay raises.

"We talked about a number of non-
economic issues, but when we got to,
the financial piece we agreed there's
nothing we can do until the state
makes a decision on its own budget by

October 1," Superintendent Jim Ryan
said.

"Our budget will be amended when
we get the enrollment figures after
school starts and whatever the finan-
cial situation is once the legislature
adopts its budget."

School officials have heard a range
of scenarios from the state, from
cutting per-pupil funding to a small
increase.

, The two sides are expected to
resume bargaining Aug. 3.

• "We resolved a couple of things,
I think we'll need a couple of addi-

tional sessions to iron things out,"
said Chuck Portelli, president of
the Plymouth-Canton Education
Association.

"Talks have been cordial. I think
both sides have developed a respect
for each other, to the benefit of the
district."

Plymouth-Canton Schools will be
negotiating five full contracts and
four with only wage reopeners this
school year.

tlDruscato@hometownEife.com
(734)459-2700

Fans turn out to welcome
Harry's final chapter

BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

rmed with a desire for a
little Harry Potter magic,

i Jacob Maxwell, 11, showed
up early for a showing of "Harry
Potter and the Goblet of Fire" at
The Village Theater on the eve
of the release of J.K. Rowling's
final book in the series.

"I like everything about it," he
said of the wildly popular fic-
tional series, which capped off
early Saturday morning with
the release of the seventh book,
Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows.

Jacob, who lives in Canton,
was among 40 people who
attended the screening at the
Village Theater. Nicole Jackson
of As The Page Turns Bookstore
and Gallery was on hand to sell
the new novel at 12:01 a.m.

While Jacob described what
intrigues him about the Harry
Potter empire, his little sister,
Taylor, who was dressed in a
gold-trimmed, floor-length
crushed velvet gown as Harry
Potter's best friend, Hermione,
nodded her head in agreement.

Taylor Maxwell of Canton dressed
up as Hermione for the Harry Potter
event at Village Theater Friday, bijV
said she likes all the characters.'^

"The (books and movies) have
got imagination and magic," he
said. "The battle between good
and evil." >

Jacob says he got interested
in the series about four years
ago.

Although she was dressed as-
Hermione, Taylor, 7, said she

Please see POTTER, A6

Leaders of the pack
Police officers lead a group ride at the Canton Police Department's
Bicycle Rodeo, which took place at Heritage Park Thursday evening.
In addition to getting bicycle safety inspections, children were able to
register their bikes with the department. Everybody then took a ride to
the Summit and bacK during the event, which stressed bicycle safety.

For Home
Delivery call:

(866) 887-2737

©The Observer,
&EccfentHc
Newspapers

Volume 33
Number 7

GANNETT

INDEX
APARTMENTS E4

AUTOMOTIVE E5

CLASSIFIED D1-F4

CROSSWORD PUZZLE D5

HEALTH

HOMETQWNLIFE

Joes
NEW HOMES

OBITUARIES

REAL ESTATE

SPORTS

PERSPECTIVES

C6
C1
D1
El

C4
E2
B1
A7

Coming Thursday

in filler
Gnarly!
It's only S26 and is one of the most
festivals of the year. Read about
the Warped Tour In the next tssae
of Filter.

-h



A2 to Observer & Eccentric 1 Sunday, July 22,2007 AROUND CANTON www.hometownEife.com

Jownship board meeting

The Canton Township Board
of Trustees will hold a regular
meeting at 7 p.m., July 24 at
the Canton Administrative
Building, 1150 S. Canton
Center Road.

Agenda items include set-
ting up a special assessment
district for repairs to Marlowe
Street; awarding work for
intersection improvements
for Warren and Beck roads
to Sunset Excavating Inc.;
Fellows Creek Golf Club
improvements; enter into a
municipal credit agreement
with Suburban Mobility
Authority for Regional
Transportation (SMART);
and approving bid to complete
stucco repair at Cherry Hill
Schpol.

Van Buren Schools
meeting

The Van Buren Schools
Board of Education will hold
a regular meeting at 7:30
p.m., July 23 in the board
room of the administration
building, 555 W. Columbia
Avenue, in Belleville. Agenda
items include a building trades
house purchase agreement
recommendation; a resolution
setting regular election date
recommendation; first read-
ing of proposed board bylaws
amendment; and resolution
authorizing sale of school
buses.

For more information, call
(734) 697-9123.

LaJoy's bill moves
State Rep. Phil LaJoy's bill

to streamline government was
approved by the State Senate
Government Operations
Committee last week.

The legislation, if approved,
would create a commission
that will review, investigate
and collect all necessary infor-
mation, which will be used
to evaluate every function
and service provided by state
agencies and departments.
The commission will report
to the Legislature the com-
plete cost of each function,
the total number of full-time
employees, how each function
is funded and the total cost
of all functions and services
combined.

The package now heads to
the full Senate for consider-
ation. LaJoy, R-Canton, has
already introduced similar
legislation in the House.

"The Senate committee
approval of this legislation
is great news for the state of
Michigan," LaJoy said. "Real,
sweeping reform is what it will
take to turn our state around,
and I believe this legislation
will provide this reform."

Donate eel! phones for
troops

State Rep Marc Corriveau,
D-Nprthville, has joined other
lawmakers in the effort to help
U.S. troops abroad make con-
tact with their families back
home, by urging residents to
donate their used cell phones
at area AT&T locations.

As part of a joint project
between AT&T and the non-
profit Cell Phones for Soldiers,
donated phones will be sold to

"I always strive to provide the best possible
care to my patients knowing they have their
trust in me."

Indrani Nimmagadda, MD
Internal Medicine

To make an
appointment, or for
more information
about Oakwood

South Canton Internal
Medicine, please cati

734.981.1206 or
visit us on the Web at
www.oakwood.org.

Oakwood South Canton Internal Medicine,
staffed by physician Indrani Nimmagadda, MD

offers Internal Medicine services for men
and women with special focus on

geriatrics and diabetes.

She accepts most insurances.

Office hours are:
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. t

Wednesdays - 1 to 7 p.ni.

Saturday hours are available by appointment.

A free gift will be given to the first flj new
patients who bring this ad in when they

arrii'c for their appointment.

Oakwood South Canton Internal Medicine
42287 Cherry Kill Road, Suite D, Canton, Michigan 43188

734.981.1206
OakwoocT
We specialize. In you."

Dexter-based ReCellular, with
proceeds used to buy prepaid
phone cards. The cards are
then shipped to U.S. troops
serving in Iraq, Afghanistan
and other nations. On average,
each donated cell phone buys
an hour of talk time for sol-
diers, according to Cell Phones
for Soldiers. Each phone card
provides 20 free minutes of
talk time between Iraq and the
United States.

"The brave men and women
in our armed forces sacrifice
so much to serve our nation,"
Corriveau said. "Helping
them keep in touch with their
families back home is the
least we can do to show our
gratitude. Rather than letting
those unused cell phones rattle
around in the junk drawer, I
encourage residents to donate
them to this great program."

People can drop off their
used cell phones at local AT&T
stores located at 43241 Ford
Road in Canton and 620 Ann
Arbor Road West in Plymouth.
For more information, visit
www.cellphonesforsoldiers.
com or call (800) 426-1031.

Pandora jewelry & purse
party

Showroom of Elegance Fine
Jewelry, 6018 Canton Center
Road in Canton, will hold
a Pandora Jewelry & Purse
Partvfrom 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Saturday, July 28 to help
raise funds for the Canton
Goodfellows.

Pandora Jewelry will be
available, as well as the abil-
ity to meet a representative
from Pandora. Vic's Mart will
also be on hand with approxi-
mately 150 designer inspired
purses.

Rose Catering of Canton will
be providing lunch for a small
donation, to go to the Canton
Goodfellows program.

Drama camps
Ever After Productions

Summer Youth Drama Camps
are upcoming. These week
long workshops are offered
to students aged 7-14. The
workshops are for beginners
or older students who want to
refine their talent by empha-
sizing the basic theater con-
cepts, development of skills,
improvisation and apprecia-
tion of the arts. Students will
present a short performance
for family and friends on the
last day. Students are offered
the choice of two different
weeks; July 23-27, or August
6-10 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost
of the program is $140.

Join the Musical Theater
Camp: Disney's Cinderella
Kids on Aug. 20-24 at 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. at a cost of $160. Learn
basic musical theater skills;
expression through song and
dance, proper singing and
dancing preparation and tech-
niques, projection and style.
A performance for family and
friends will take place on the
last day. For more informa-
tion, visit the Web site, www.
everafterprodctions.org.

Nursery school openings
Creative Day Nursery

School on Cherry Hill Road in
Canton is accepting registra-
tion for the fall. Creative Day
is a developmental school that
encourages children to learn
at their own pace while pro-
moting social skills through
art, music, story time and
hands-on activities. Both
morning and afternoon classes

• PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHIGAN LOTTERY

Hauling in his prize
Wiiliam Beard of Canton claimed his $2 million Michigan Lottery prize
on Monday. Beard, who won the prize in the $20 Instant Game Grand
Prize Drawing on June 27, is shown here with his wife Aida and being
interviewed by Chuck Gaidtca of WDIV after hew won the prize during
the International Freedom Festival in Detroit. Beard and his fellow
finalists were randomly given colored Michigan Lottery T-shirts
before the drawing that corresponded with color blocks on the prize
wheel used for the drawing. Beard, wearing the purple shirt, walked
away the big winner. The Beards, who live in Canton and both work
at Eastern Michigan University, said they plan to invest almost all of
their prize money, but will also take their kids on a family cruise.

are available. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 981-3990 or
(734)981-6470.

School registration
Registrations are now

being accepted at St. Michael
Christian School in Canton,
for fall 2007-2008. The school
offers 3-year-old preschool
through fifth grade including
its new Young Fives program.
The school's academic pro-
gram is taught by qualified
and credentialed teachers. It
strongly supports the devel-
opment of the whole child

in a small class size setting.
For more information, call
(734)459-9720.

Caccamo coffee returns
Canton Township Trustee

Todd Caccamo will revive his
coffee/citizens advisory board
meetings at 9 a.m., July 28 at
Carthage Coffee House, locat-
ed at 45610 Cherry Hill Road
(just west of Canton Center
on north side). Caccamo seeks
input on township issues, par-
ticularly the compensation of
elected officials and the town-
ship's sign ordinance.
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TAX PROBLEMS?
Never Talk to TheIRSJ.«g

Resolution Services of Michig1 Offer in Compromise
' Penalty Abatement
• File Old Returns
1 Installment Payments

• Remove Liens/Levies
• Audit Representation
• Innocent Spouse Relief
• Payroll/Sales Tax Relief

Call (248) 985-HELP (4357)
for a FREE consultation

Tax Resolution Serves
of Michigan

kan Society oftHS Problem $t>lyj)t>$

NEWLY EXPANDED

• 4 State-of-the-Art
Dance Rooms

• A Spacious Lobby
• A More Convenient

Schedule
• Ballroom

Lessons
• Yoga

Classes ' •

Outstanding, Professional
Teaching H

Staff

Setting the Trends for Others to Follow"
8004 Sheldon Center Road • Canton

www.centralcitydance.com

734-459-0400
Auditions for Dancers ^

Now Available:
8-Week

Ballroom &
Yoga Classes!

r%
Home of the Central City

Christmas Spectacular

AUDITIONS
for Experienced Dancers,

Singers & Gymnasts
being held at

Central City Dance

Aug. 18th
& Sept. 9th

Ages 6-8 .11:00-11:45 am
Ages 9-12 12:00-12:45 pm
Ages 13-Adult 2:00-2:45 pm

Dancers must bring any photo and
appropriate footwear: Tap, Jazz and/or
Ballet shoes, and be prepared to learn a

dance combination. Dancers will be
auditioned as a group..

Auditions for Singers
Alt Ages...............3:00-3:45 pm

Singers must bring any photocard, a
prepared piece of any holiday music,

in CD format.

Auditions for Gymnasts
All Ages.,.,...........4:00-4:45 pm

Please arrive 1/2 hour before scheduled
audition time to register and warm-up.

Permformers arriving late cannot audition.
A non-refundable audition fee of $10 per

student is due at registration, j

FALL REGISTRATION DAYS
July 25th - Sept. 5th

Register NOW to reserve your spot in the Hottest
Dance Studio Around Town...Centrai City Donee

"Where the FUN never ends!"

Register for Fall Classes BEFORE Aug. 17th
and be entered in our drawing to receive...

FREE DANCE CLASSES for a year!

New for 2007-2008
TBQ© Central City

"Jumpstart Your Dreams"
& for the young dancer ages 3-4

Specially designed for ages 3-4 • Build self-confidence
• Fun & Creative Movement • Tap & Ballet Classes

OE0SS43357
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BY TIFFANY t . PARKS

STAFF WRITER

As his small hands gripped
the sides of a $5 bill, Niko
Aki, 8, held it up to the light
and studied it with sincere
curiosity.

"It's real," he said, spotting
a security thread.

Aki, a participant in the
Camp Canton program,
says he got a kick out of
Thursday's financial activ-
ity fair that featured several
kid-friendly stations such'
as "Make Your Own Bank,"
"Needs and Wants" and
"Money Twister."

The event was presented
as a partnership between
Canton Leisure Services and
Community Financial as a
way to teach children about
money.

While one group of kids
thought long and hard about
how much money they should
save, spend and share, others
stood fascinated by the simi-
larities in counterfeit and
genuine currency.

Elise Simpson, a Camp
Canton counselor, helped the
group of 6-8-year-olds figure
out the differences.

"Some people try to make
money at their houses," she
explained about counterfeit-
ing. "Can you see if this one
is real?"

After referencing an
informational poster, Kelly
Righter, 7, placed a $20 on
the table and said matter-of-
factly, "It's fake."

Upon realizing she was
wrong, Kelly giggled, picked
up a magnifying glass and
tried to figure out the legiti-
macy of a different bill.

"I see the tiny line," she
said of a real $5 bill.

In another area, campers

B,LL B*_S1 ER [ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Aianna Cooiey (from left), Rishi Mahesh, and Rebekah Carries make and decorate banks for their money.

were given a sheet of paper
and had to draw an item they
were saving for. Some kids
doodled cars, toys and televi-
sions, while another drew a
college diploma.

"That shocked me," said
Ryan Alloway, a camp coun-
selor. "I thought that was
great."

About 90 kids participated
in the fair.

Natalie McLaughlin,
Community Financial senior
education partnership coor-
dinator, said it's never too
early to start teaching chil-
dren about money.

"We feel it's very impor-
tant to help kids understand
money so that when they get
own their own, they've had
some practice (with certain
principles)," she said.

Although kids don't grasp
every concept, McLaughlin
said one of the major teach-
ing tools is telling a child
they have a certain amount
of money to spend on a movie

and letting them decide
whether they want to go
to the theater or rent a
movie.
. "Financial responsibility is

so important," she said.
Kelly Righter and Niko Aki look at a twenty dollar bill to learn if it is real or<
counterfeit.

Niko Aki uses a magnifier to look for-'
the telltale signs that a twenty dollar
bill might be counterfeit ">y

Summer Handbags...30% off

STARTS TOMORROW!

29522 Ford Road • Garden City
7/2 block west of Middlebelt

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30am-8pm; Tues., Wed. 9:30anv6pm; Sat. 9am-6pm

AVINGS!

•Gerbils
•Bunnies
Hamsters
• Ferrets

•Mice*Rat

29500 Ford Road • Garden City
in the K-Mart Plaza

Hours: Mon.-Fri. Ham-Bom; Sat. 10am -7pm; Sun. 11am-3pm

v > . v

End of Season

...we have an ever
changing selection of

registered and designer
puppy breeds!

(Better than R.Oi)

Igai., Get lgal. Ail dogs & cats come with
[heir f.rst shots and

a health check

AQUARIUM SALE
O

on selected merchandise
Lighting • Stands * Tanks

We Now Carry
Natural Balance

Dog & Cat
Food & Treats

Includes:
> Nets

• Chemicals
«Food

With Oils coupon only Expires 07-28-07

We're Renovating
Our Fish Department

GREAT DEALS!
...On Used
Equipment
Including:
• TANKS

(50 & 125 gallon)
• STANDS
• LIGHTING
• FILTERS

r
j
i
j
4

•African Greys
S1239 SB

NOW...$999.99
• Sun Conures

NOW..$39999

• Quakers
Rcguarly Si79°9

NOW...$I59.99

BABY"""
TURTLES

j Red Ear Sliders
J Regularly $999

1 NOW...$6.99
J Yellow &
j Red Belly
| Regularly $12,99

NOW...$9.99
While supplies last!

Wlfli this coupon. Expires 7-28-07

• • I B
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New name, same
Weekly car

show aims to
help veterans

BY BRAD KADRICH

STAFF WRITER

What's in a name?
Apparently, for the Vietnam

Veterans of America Chapter
528 from Plymouth-Canton,
there's an increase in recogni-
tion.

The chapter decided this year
to drop the name of its weekly
Wednesday event for car lovers,
"Cruz'n 528," and begin call-
ing it a car show. As a result,
according to organizers of the
qvent, participation is up this
year, with an average of 60 cars
showing up at the Mayflower/
Lt. Gamble VFW Post on Mill
in Plymouth.

"We made the decision to
change the (name) change, and
a lot of first-timers are coming
out,15 said veteran Bob Paul,
who teamed with fellow vet

lt

Proceeds from the weekly car show at the VFW Post on Mill in Plymouth ail
"go back to veterans, one way or another," according to show organizers.

The weekly car show sponsored by the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 528 of Plymouth-Canton draws some
60 cars a week.

Darrell Bazman to create the
event. "We started calling it a
'car show' and we're picking up
more people."

This year's series, which
opened in May, is the fourth
year the veterans have spon-
sored the show. The idea is for
car lovers to get together, trade
stories and enjoy each other's
company The vets cook up

some hot dogs and hamburg-
ers, serve it with chips and
pop, all while a DJ handles the
entertainment.

While many car enthusiasts
hold similar car events, Paul
said the Plymouth-Canton
vets' show is unique, because it
offers things door prizes along
with the traditional 5O-5O
laffle

And because they're a vet-
erans group, they got a lot of
corporate donations, from
companies such as McGuire's
car care products, CJ's Pony
Parts (a Mustang order house)
and Stoner (glass cleaner).

"We do a lot of door prizes
and we give away a participa-
tion plaque," Paul said. "We're
a \ eterans organization, and

(companies) like to donate
because they support the vet-
erans."

And while everyone is
enjoying the cars and the fun,
nobody forgets the real reason
they're there: The veterans.
Proceeds from the show, and
the chapter's 2007 Car Cruise
Raffle, from which the winner
gets an eight-day Caribbean

cruise for two, all go back to
veterans.

Last year, for instance, the
club raised $2,500, which it
used to buy supplies for the
Veterans Administration hos-
pital in Ann Arbor. The money,
Paul said, bought the kinds of
things people need in the hos-
pital: Toiletries, slippers, socks,
etc.

NO
Annual

Registration
"""' Fees!

7̂1
Brand

STUDIO
XPAIVSION!
Now With

4 Dance Room*
ftjr your convemen *•

Member ofCecchetti
council of America Every Tuesday & Thursday

• All adult certified teaching staff SS, •*% -m J4 « m
• No annual registration fr ' f P « m ° " «* P " m -

: • Affordable costumes Starting Aug. 2 - Aug. 30

*m . __ _ Classes begin Sept. 4
• PmuUiii" tjuuhtx Ihunv Idiuiititm • Ballet*Tap^jazz*Hip Hop

to i tiiiUm ttml Siinitttmhm* • Pre-school Creative Dance
r iMimiwiiivs nil 12 ) IVII s • All-Boys Hip Hop • Pom P@n v

/ 16"2 S. I ilk-\ at Palmer • Canton
\ l I HOI S ^ website

••-, Hip Hop ^ ' tioncom. ^ ,

/ r

, .• > -" We re Givina )VL

FOR A NEW COMPLETE KITCHEN OR BATH INCLUDING INSTALLATION!

Seestoet fc

valid with other coupons or offers. Excludes previous orders, Expires August 4th, 2007.

it YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL NEW KITCHENS & BATHS
Fully licensed and insured • Financing available

*^- manufactured counter.tops * Our own craftsmen and crews

les

13245 Newburgh (Just South of'1-96) * Livonia
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

1 AROUND TOWN

Real estate expo
The Greater-Detroit Real Estate Expo featuring
Taniya Nayakof HGTV's popular show "Designed
to Sell," shares valuable information from real
estate experts, including professional home
stagers, real estate agents, mortgage brokers,
home insurance agents and many more/on
everything there is to know about buying and
selling a home to get the most for your money.
The free expo takes ptace 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, July 28, and noon-5 p.m. Sunday, July
29, on the Lower Level, Center Court at Fairlahe
Town Center, Dearborn. For more information,
call (313) 593-13-70 or go to www.shopfairlane.
com

ARTicipation"
This year Chelsea Summerfest's ARTicipation
Art Show is located in the Chelsea Clocktower
Courtyards July 27-28. The beautiful courtyards
are part of the Clocktower renovations.and

feature an Italian marble fountain. On Friday
noon to 8 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. the
courtyards will host over 30 booths with art-
ists from southern Michigan featuring painting,
photography, ceramics, jewelry, fiber arts, and
glass. Chelsea Center for the^rts is hosting a
public art project called "Barn Art" where visi-
tors are invited to help create a photographic
collage of images of farms, rural scenes, farm-
ing families celebrating rural heritage. Listen

'to great live music, participate in Barn Art and
meet some of Michigan's talented artists. For
more information, please call the Chelsea Center
for the Arts at (734) 433-2787.

Fall Harvest Festival
Plans for the Grass Lake Regional Chamber of
Commerce's Fall Harvest Festival, which takes
place Sept. 15, in this quiet farming community
are progressing. Artists, crafters, and bust-,
nesses will line the village main street, while five
farms will be open for tours from the'Jackson
County Family Farm Fest event. The Michigan's

Center for the Photographic Arts- Fall Focus
Festival will feature the photographic art of
800 children from the area, as well as hayridqs,
fresh cider and donuts, a%d horse and buggy
rides through the village. Quality live musical
entertainment, including the "The Shyguys,"
winners of the Grass Lake Third Annual Battle
of the Bands, will play during the entire event in
the gazebo/depot park area, and food vendors
will be available at the site throughout the day.
For more information on this event, visit www.
dalefisherphoto.com and view or download a
brochure with more information..

Sherrus First Friday
Sherrus Gallery will hold its monthly First Friday
exhibit and reception featuring the work of
Timothy Orikri Aug. 3. Orikri's work is said to be
a fusion of simplicity and complexity. Orikri's
artistic philosophy includes using boid colors to
capture and create human emotion. His experi-
mentation with texture, color, light, shadow, and
three-dimensional form produces a distinctly

complex and unique quality. Since his arrival
in the United States in 1995, Orikri's work has
been featured at the.St. Louis Zoo, the St. Louis
Science Center, the Ethical Society of St Louis,
the State Capitol Building in Jefferson City, MO.,
and the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute in
Birmingham, AL, among others. Orikri's show will
run through Aug. 31.

For more information on the exhibit, call Sherrus
Gallery of Fine Art, (248) 380-0470, or visit www.
sherrusgallery.com

Chelsea Art Market
Thursday evenings through Aug. 30 Chelsea i-s
buzzing with live music and street performer's
downtown and in the new Chelsea Clocktower
Courtyards.

The Chelsea Art Market is held in the lower
Clocktower Courtyard and features painters,
photographers, jewelers, fiber arts and much
more. Market hours are 5:30-8:30 p.m. For more
information, call the Chelsea Center for the Arts
at (734) 433-2787.
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policy and increasing the con-
sequences," said Bob Hayes,
Plymouth-Canton Schools
director of student services.
"The previous consequences
have not been adequate to cre-
ate enough deterrence for their
use, so we've gone from deten-
tion for the first offense to a
one-day, out-of-school suspen-
sion. No questions asked.

"We tried warnings and
detentions, but nobody paid
attention to us," added Hayes.
"Now, during school hours,
they have to be off and out of
sight. We've drawn the line in
the sand."

Hayes said second and third
offenses will result in a three-
day suspension, with the fourth
and subsequent violations
resulting in five-day suspen-
sions.

Salem High School Assistant
Principal Patrick Fitzpatrick
said electronic devices are
causing safety, security and
educational integrity issues at
P-CEP..

"We've had instances of
cyber-bullying and illegal
threats with text messaging,"
Fitzpatrick said: "Kids will text
message and tell where to meet
after school for a fight, and one
time 50 kids showed up. We
had one kid use his cell phone
to tape a fight from the third
floor of Salem.

"Or̂  they'll text on weekends
and settle their differences in

school," he said. "It's created a
problem for us."

Fitzpatrick said students
have used cell phones and
iPods to cheat on tests.

"Kids can have a cell phone
in their pocket and pay atten-
tion to class while sending text
messages at the same time,"
he said. "They can tell their
friends about what's on the test
and give them the answers,
before the kids even show up in
the classroom."

STUDENT REACTION
High school students sign a

code of conduct when they pick
up their schedules in August,
with the policy and penalties
for electronic devices clearly
spelled out.

"A one-day suspension is a bit
much," said Katie Pfannes, 15,
of Canton Township, a sopho-
more at Canton High School.
"Detention seems a bit better
tome.

"I do know people who talk
to friends just to talk, and
sometimes it goes off in class,"
she said. "If it goes off in the
middle of a test it can be dis-
rupting. Some teachers get
upset and take them away.
Some just tell them to turn it
off."

Loren Parker of Plymouth
Township said her 14-year-old
daughter, Leah, takes a cell
phone to school each day.

"I like the idea of her having
access to it if she needs to, but
she knows to keep it turned off
and not to use it during class,"
Parker said. "I don't know
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about suspension, that seems a
little harsh. I think a warning
for the first time offense is suf-
ficient."

Plymouth High School fresh-
man Navilla Britt of Canton
Township brings her cell phone
and iPod to school.

"But, my daughter knows to
keep them in her locker while
in class," said Britt's mother,
Precila. "I think they are dis-
tractions in the classroom, and
just about every kid has one. I
think the new rules are a good
idea."

The new penalties actually
began at P-CEP in June with
the start of summer school,
where nearly 9OO students are
taking classes. Fitzpatrick said
because the rule is new, stu-
dents who violated the policy
the first time were given a
three-hour detention. A second
violation resulted in a three-
day suspension, to be served at
the start of the regular school
year, loss of summer school
credits and the forfeiture of any
monies paid for the summer
school classes.'

"We had only seven or eight
people violate the policy," said
Fitzpatrick, "but no one has
done it a second time."

Hayes said parents will
be sent a letter detailing the
policy and new penalties.
Students will also be made
aware of the changes when
they pick up their high school
schedules.

Hayes said the policy
has not been implemented
for middle and elementary
schools, yet.

"We haven't had disruption
in the middle and elementary
levels to the extent of the high
schools, at this point," Hayes
said. "But, if this is successful
at the high school, I would
anticipate them to look at the
policy as well.

"We expect to get some
backlash from this," said
Hayes. "But, overall, I think
people will understand this
is right for educational pur-
poses."
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Alice Watts of Canton reads a book and waits patiently for the start of 'Harry
Potter and the Goblet of Fire,' the movie showing at Village Theater Friday
before the release of the final Harry Potter book.

FROM PAGE A1

doesn't fancy any particular character
and enjoys everyone's adventures.

"I like to listen to ray dad read (the
books)," she said.

Jacob and Taylor's mother, Debbie
Maxwell, said she supports her chil-
dren's love of the famed fictional char-
acters.

"I had to think about it when it came
out," she said. "I studied the pros and
the cons and you know what, I do like
it."

Connor Wisniewski, 15, of Taylor
attended the movie showing with
friends and joked about his resemblance
to actor Daniel Radcliffe, who portrays
the main character in the film series.

"I've heard it since I was in the sixth
grade," he said, adding that his resem-
blance to Radcliffe was even stronger
when he wore round glasses.

"It never bothered me. I like it," he
said, while his friend, Wendall Delong,
17, teased, "It makes him feel magical."

Although the event's organizers had
hoped to capitalize on the Harry Potter
frenzy with a larger crowd, Jennifer
Tobin of The Village Theater said low
pre-ordered book costs might have kept
some people away.

tlparks@hometowniife.com | (734) 459-2700 "

PHOTOS BY SHAWN CLANIN

Michael Skrzynski (from left), Meghan Ciarke and Kirsten Salter
of Plymouth and Emily Baxter of Canton memorialize the Harry
Potter event in Plymouth with a photo.
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Intermediate school districts:
coach's suspension '"novations past their prime

Brad Kadrich

Dave Chiola looks at Casey Randolph
and one thought almost certainly runs
through his head:

"There but for the grace of God go I."
Chiola, the varsity wrestling coach who has

built a powerhouse program at Franklin High
School in Livonia, calls the one-year suspen-

sion of Randolph, who has
~~ built an equally powerful pro-

^ gram at Canton High School,
1 "unfair," but said he was almost

in the same boat.
Randolph was suspended

by the Michigan High School
i Athletic Association for one

^ M ; year after he coached one of his
seniors, the undefeated Corey
Phillips, in a national seniors
tournament in Virginia Beach,
Va.i last month.

Ironically, Chiola had considered taking his,
own senior standout, Josh Billiau, who had
finished second in the state tournament, to the
seniors meet in Virginia. Turns out the meet
took place on a bad weekend for both coach
and wrestler, or Chiola likely would be facing
the same predicament in which Randolph now
finds himself.

The whole situation is absurdly ridiculous,
because there's only one group of people who
get harmed here: The kids.

The MHSAA not only frowns on, but pro-
hibits, participation by its student-athletes in
national tournaments, such as the McDonald's
Ail-Star basketball games. The penalty, as
Randolph found out last month, is severe.

The idea is the MHSAA doesn't want its
state championship tournaments to be seen as
"qualifying" events for national tournaments.
Some believe — as ludicrous as it sounds
— that demeans the state meets.

That's silly; still, a rule's a rule, and
Randolph should have known better than to
coach his wrestler in the tournament. Even
he admits that. It's hard to believe a coach of
Randolph's caliber didn't know the rule, but we
take him at his word.

"Would I have stepped on the mat down
there if I had known I was going to be sus-
pended for one year? Absolutely not," Randolph
told us. "This suspension is just short of ripping
my heart out."

Coaches at other schools, most notably
Highland Park, where administrators have
threatened to sue to stop the suspensions, were
handed the same penalty. Randolph, a physical
education teacher at Canton, will appeal the .
suspension at a hearing before the MHSAA's
Representative Council on Aug. 13 in East
Lansing, according to Canton Athletic Director
Sue Heinzman.

The MHSAA not only frowns on, but prohibits,
participation by its student-athletes in national
tournaments, such as the McDonald's All-
Star basketball games. The penalty, as Casey
Randolph found out last month, is severe.
The idea is the MHSAA doesn't want its state
championship tournaments to be seen as
"qualifying" events for national tournaments.
Some believe - as ludicrous as it sounds - that
demeans the state meets.

The 19-rnember council is made up of ath-
letic directors, coaches and school administra-
tors from across the state. Heinzman said she
is hopeful the punishment will be lessened due
to Randolph's impeccable history leading up to
last month's tournament.

"It was Casey's first violation of any kind and
he did not know all the rules about coaching
student-athletes at national tournaments," said
Heinzman. "Rules were broken and there will
be consequences. We just weren't expecting the
maximum penalty."

It's reasonable to expect both Randolph and
Heinzman would have known the rule and fol-
lowed it, regardless how ridiculous and unfair
it is. These tournaments are a casting call for
college-hopeful athletes.

Coaches from colleges around the country
attend them, and athletes who might not oth-
erwise have gotten a look get a chance to get
a scholarship. In some cases, it's the only look
these coaches get; according to Chiola, many
of them don't attend the Michigan state meets
because they occur smack in the mibMle of the
college wrestling season.

"I think there are so few colleges that have
wrestling (programs) now, sometimes the only
chance these kids have of getting a scholarship
is to go to senior nationals," Chiola said. "Once
they're there, it's unfair to be there without a
coach." . .

Randolph is a two-time Regional Coach of
the Year and his teams have earned Academic
All-State honors twice. He's a coach trying to
do it the right way.

That doesn't give him the right to break the
rules, even one that clearly needs changing
as badly as this one. It's perfectly reasonable
to expect him to face a consequence for his
actions.

It just shouldn't hurt the kids.

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the Plymouth
Observer. He can be reached via e-mail at bkaririctid
hometownlife.com or by calling (734) 459-2700.
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Ryan S. Oison

go hear policymakers and school officials
I talk, you might think that intermediate
I school districts are creatures of a recent

innovation, offering the promise of cost sav-
ings through shared services and improvement
through collaborative effort. ISDs are, in fact,
an education governance innovation of the early
1960s, a model that should be replaced with

pioneering reforms being imple-
mented in other states.

Evolving from county super-
intendents instituted in the
1860s and countywide school
districts created in the late
1940s, ISDs were intended to
assist local schools with audit-
ing, provide access to special-
ized equipment, settle boundary
disputes, liaise with the state
education department and pro-
vide some specialized services,

such as vocational-technical centers and special
education support.

Last year — some 45 years after their estab-
lishment ~- ISDs had combined total budgets
of about $2.3 billion. They employed more
than 20,000 people statewide and maintained
a fleet of more than 700 motor vehicles — not
including leases or buses. Revenues from the six
possible local property taxes that the 57 ISDs
can levy have increased every year, as have fed-
eral monies in most years and — in some years
— state subsidies.

A far more substantive reform would be for
Michigan to join a cadre of states that pr6vide
specialized services by giving parents greater
options.

Despite significant enhancements to their
more humble beginnings, ISDs appear to serve
the same general purposes as they did in the
1960s. Since then, however, technological
advances have improved accounting, reporting
and communication between a once-distant
state education department and school districts
from Marquette to Monroe. Such advances have
led to Web-based training and resource sharing.
Cutting-edge schools run effective school-based
— rather than regionally based — research-
driven professional development programs that
have contributed to some of the best student
achievement results in the country.

These innovations have not reduced ISDs'
roles in Michigan. Rather, in the face of such
technological innovations, many politicians
want to expand ISDs, ironically with tasks that
ISDs were apparently intended to perform in
the first place, such as facilitating the sharing of
resources and services.

Some argue that ISDs fill a niche in the areas
of special and vocational education services.
However, many of these services are offered by
other entities — such as local districts and com-

munity colleges — and other services could be -
offered in inventive and more efficient ways.

Still others argue that ISDs should be helping •
local districts collaborate. But ISDs appear to
be woefully behind in helping local districts, for
example, implement data systems to improve <
student performance, a practice that has been \
employed for years by high-performing schools f'
around the country. Of the 30 ISDs that said in'"
a Michigan Association of Intermediate School,
Administrators survey that they were develop- ;

ing a "data warehouse," about 46 percent had <̂
"partially" or "fully" implemented this. Of those,'
only three ISDs reported that data is "integral" -.
to improving schools in their districts. Tellingly,)'
a survey conducted in 1966 found that 46 per- • •
cent of ISDs were providing "data processing" ;

services — exactly the same percentage as 2007-
If Michiganians are satisfied with incremen-

tal improvements, we could start reforming '-
ISDs by adjusting current policies. For instance,
ISD board members would face greater
accountability if they were directly elected by '.:
voters rather than appointed by local school
boards. Another reform would be to require "%t
ISDs to disclose more detailed financial datatp.(
their annual reports, including information at§
how ISDs are spending property tax reveni3,eLg
for operations and capital projects. \jjp

A far more substantive reform would be for}
Michigan to join a cadre of states that provide
specialized services by giving parents greater
options. Doing so would improve the quality of
services, save money and increase parental sat- •
isfaction.

The McKay scholarship program in Florida, "
for instance, offers the opportunity for a special
education student to attend an independent
school on a scholarship that's worth significant-
ly less than What public schools would spend for
the student. Nearly 18,000 special education ;
students voluntarily participate in the prograiji;:
and, according to a 2003 survey, 93 percent of •;,'
parents whose children received scholarships; ~ \
were satisfied with the services their children i •
received. That number is more impressive when
compared to the 33 percent of special education;
parents in Florida who were satisfied with spe- ;
cial education services in public schools.

If policymakers and residents are truly inter-1
ested in improving public schools, we could •
bring our education system into the 21st century
by moving beyond psychedelic-era "innova- '-•
tions" and instituting policies that would save1 :'
money and allow all parents — including those,
who currently receive services from ISDs — to
choose a school based on their children's uniqtie
needs. . \ *

Ryan S. Olson is director of education policy for the '. \
Mackinac Center for Public Policy, a research and educa";v*
tional institute headquartered in Midland, Mich. ^
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