
i t

Be a Shock Ball-Kid
Enter at www.hometownlife.com

Front Row with filter
Win free concert tickets at www.hometownlife.com

July 15,2007

75 cents WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

www.hometownlife.com

Judge won't drop charges against woman in child's death
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

Carol Poole gasped and
cried at the mention of her >
dead foster child's name, but
Kenneth Newman, the tod-
dler's paternal grandfather,
said he isn't buying it.

"I have no doubt about it,"
said Newman, referring to
the state's accusations that
the Canton woman, 42, inten-
tionally killed her 2-year-old
foster child, Allison Newman,
on Sept. 22, 2006. "We know
the truth."

Poole, who
police say
gave mul-
tiple stories
after Allison's
death, has
been charged
with felony
inurder, first-
degree child
abuse and

involuntary manslaughter.
On Friday, Poole's attorney,

Mark Satawa, unsuccessfully
tried to get Circuit Court
Judge Ulysses W. Boykin to
toss out the felony murder

Poofe

and first-degree child abuse
charges.

Satawa argued the state
hadn't presented any evidence
at Poole's preliminary exami-
nation that suggested she
intended for the child to die.

"Not only is there insuf-
ficient evidence, there's no
evidence that satisfies that
element," he said.

Boykin disagreed and said
there was probable cause to
bind Poole over, but offered
that the evidence presented
may not be "enough to sustain
any conviction."

After the judge's ruling,
Satawa announced he would
confer with Poole and possi-
bly appeal the decision.

In a separate motion, the
defense is asking the court
to suppress statements Poole
made to police after Allison's
death.

Wayne County Assistant
Prosecutor Jerry Dorsey IV
argued that Poole was in her
right mind when she waived
her Miranda rights and spoke
to police.

Two Canton detectives tes-
tified on Friday and another

detective is scheduled to
appear before Boykin on July
23 regarding the issue.

According to the detectives,
Poole offered four different
explanations for Allison's
injuries, including that she
slipped in the shower and
accidentally fell from a sec-
ond-floor balcony during a
game of "whirlybird."

An autopsy on the tod-
dler showed she had a skull
fracture, bleeding over the
surface of the brain and brain
swelling. The Washtenaw
County Medical Examiner

ruled the child's death was'v";

of an "indeterminate" man* &
ner.

Although he testified that
Poole said she wanted to
die three times during their .
interview, Canton Detective
Michael Steckel said he
doubted her sincerity. ; •

"She was crying without
tears," he said.

If convicted on the three
charges, Poole could face life
in jail.

tlparks@hometowniife.com

(734) 459-2700

Friendship leads to
new Village bistro

BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

In addition to a longtime friend-
ship, a new restaurant, has come
out sof Eric • . , . ' .
Gackenbach and
Andy Orlando's
chance meeting at
a Plymouth cafe 20
years ago.

The two, who
met while they
were both work-
ing at Cafe Bon
Homme, recently
opened the Canton
Village Grill at
22314 Cherry Hill
Road.

The 5,000-
square-foot,
smoke-free bis-
tro has been a
decade in the
making for the
two friends, who
both have culi-
nary arts degrees
from Schoolcraft
College.

"Around 10 years ago we began
saying we should open a restaurant,"
Gackenbach said. "After a lot of prep-
aration and research, we felt the time
was right."

Grand Traverse Chicken with dried
cherries, lemon and parsley.

The eatery opened in early April.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony attended
by township and Canton Chamber of
Commerce officials took place June
20. . ' „

Gackenbach
said the busi-
ness, which has
32 employees, has
already pulled in
loyal customers.

"You can come
in more than once
a week and find
different things
to eat," he said,
adding that the
restaurant's menu
will have seasonal
changes.

Popular dishes
include the Pacific
rim shrimp salad
and the yellow
fin tuna, which is
grilled and served
with pineapple
salsa. Other items
are influenced by
different regions,

including the Memphis style ribs
and the dried-cherry topped Grand
Traverse Chicken.

The menu also includes snack

Please see BISTRO, A4

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton Village Grill partner Andy Orlando presents Cioppino, with shrimp, mussels,
clams, lobster, and salmon, steamed with white wine. The dish on the table is Grand
Traverse chicken with dried cherries, lemon and parsley.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER

Gerri Harmer,
owner of the

Auction it Toda"y
on eBay located
in the Coventry

Commons
shopping

plaza, said her
business has

been down since
the closing of

Farmer Jack's.
Her business

allows people
to sell items on
eBay. She also

accepts packing
peanuts, so they
can be recycled.

Some nearby businesses
feeling loss of Farmer Jack's

BY TIFFANY L PARKS

STAFF WRITER

While a salon owner says
Farmer Jack's departure hasn't
put a dent in his requests for
spiral curls, highlights or hair
extensions, the owner of a spe-
cialty shop says the loss of the
grocer has taken a toll on her
business.

"We're the kind of place you

have to walk by to know we
are here — no one goes looking
for an eBay store," said Gerri
Harmer, owner of Auction It
Today on eBay. "Since they've
closed, we've noticed a differ-
ence already. It's much quieter."

Harmer's store is located on
the southeast corner of Joy and
Morton Taylor in the Coventry
Commons plaza. Farmer Jack,
which has'closed its 66 metro

Detroit stores, was the anchor
of the development.

"We've tried to offset the
loss of foot traffic with adver-
tisements. We've done a com-
mercial and print ads but it
has affected us," said Harmer,
who's been in the plaza for
less than a year. "We're rela-
tively new so (Farmer Jack)

Please see BUSINESS, A4

sought as f
district, teachers
set to start talks

; BY TONY BRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER • " ,

Negotiations cm a wage re-opener
for the 1,100-member Plymouth-
Canton Education Association are set s
to begin Monday.

A four-hour session is scheduled for
tomorrow, with an eight-hour bar-
gaining window set for Wednesday.
The two sides also have four hours set
aside for Thursday, if needed.

P-CEA President Chuck Portelli
is aware the Board of Education
approved more than $5 million in
budget cuts for the 2007-08 school
year. However, Portelli said that won't
stop him from seeking a pay raise for
his membership.

"Do I expect a raise? Yes," said
Portelli. "The P-CEA is paying for
some of these cuts. We've already cut
20 teacher positions, and 30 of our
teachers retired. And, we still have 11
teachers on layoff. "

"We didn't cut bus drivers, we.didtft
cut a bunch of other positions," he ,
said. "So, yes, we're helping to pay for;
this reduction." '•{

Superintendent Jim Ryan, who
takes a personal interest in negotia-
tions as a member of the district's bar-
gaining team, said he's optimistic the
five full contracts and the four with
wage re-ope^ers that wijl be negoti-
ated this school year will be settled
amicably.

"I do believe every single employee
and union leader is aware of our
financial position," Ryan said; "It's ar,
tough economy, and there's so much
uncertainty about negotiations that «\
we really don't know where t;o begin: .f

"We use interest-based bargaining .
where we sit down, talk issues and .
come to an agreement," he said. "It's ,
not like the old days when.you'd bring
baseball bats and pound them oil the
table."

Ryan said there are ways to give
raises, but still improve the financial
position of the district.

"Last year, the unions received a 2»
percent pay raise, but they all moved
their co-pays and out-of-network
deductibles, which netted out as a 1~ -
percent raise," Ryan said. "There has-^
always been a trade-off in our negoti|^
tions."
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NURSERY & LANDSCAPE
CANTON'S LARGEST & OLDEST NURSERY

Celebrating his 40th year in business including
30 years at our Canton location, Dennis Crimboli

wishes to thank all of his customers, past and present,
for their faithful patronage at Crimboli Nursery!

"I want all to know
that I will be
here on staff,
full time, for
the

I

Dennis
Crimboli, ASLA

Purveyor of
Palms and Plants

> •

V Let me introduce
you to the

wonderful staff
that help me...

'V V

Mary Hadasen
^ L v 0 f f l c , Manager General Manager

Dennis Crimboli Landscape
Residential • Coniniercial • 40 Years Experience

SPECIALIZING IN:
•LANDSCAPING, BRICK PAVERS,
PATIOS, LARGE TREES, SOD,
EVERGREENS, IRRIGATION

Free Designs Available

Plants Overgrown? Patio Sinking?
Edging Popping Up?

CALL DENNIS CRIMBOLI TODAY!

HUNDRED'S OF
FLOWERING &
SHADE TREES

To The General Public

OF PLANTS
To Choose From

OE0854209S

50145 Ford Road (Just West of Ridge Road) • Canton • www.crimboli.com

734-495-1700
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AROUND CANTON
Family camp out

Canton Leisure Services is
sponsoring a Family Camp Out
Movie Night in Heritage Park
on Friday, July 20. Families are
invited to set up tents around
the amphitheater and enjoy
;a movie at dusk in Heritage
Park. This year's film will be
Happy Feet. There will be a
$10 per tent 'camp fee' to be
paid on site the day of the
event. No advance registration
necessary. This Family Camp-
Out is always a popular activity
and is limited to tents only, no
trailers or mobile homes.

Tent set up begins at noon on
Friday, July 20. Unloading will
be permitted on Veterans Drive
until 4 p.m. at which time the
road will then be closed to
vehicle traffic.

Entertainment begins at 6
p.m. and includes inflatable
attractions, strolling entertain-
ment, and a musical family
stage show in the amphitheater
by Rick Kelley at 8 p.m. The

movie will begin at dusk.

'High School Musical'
Destination Theatre spon-

sors a production of High
School Musical, a Disney pro-
duction that has been a huge
hit with children and teenag-
ers, July 26-29 and Aug. 2-5 at
Cherry Hill Village Theater in
Canton.

Performances Thursday-
Saturday are 8 p.m., with
Sunday matinees at 2 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased on-
line at www.canton-mi.org/
villagetheater/performances-
search.asp or at the Summit
on the Park box office, 46000
Summit Parkway. Box office
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 8:30
p.m. Monday-Friday and 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

For more information on
Destination Theatre visit the
group's Web site at www.des-
tinationtheatre.com. For more
information on the perfor-
mance, call (734) 394-5460.

Art exhibition
The Village Theater at

Cherry Hill is hosting a photo
essay by photographer Carol
Guregian throughout July.
The exhibit, "50 Year Farmers
of Southern Michigan," docu-
ments a disappearing way of
life and features area farmers
whose names and families have
a long history in the Canton
area.

Each of the subjects has
lived as farmers for 50 or more
years, and in many cases, has
lived on the homestead or on
the property that has been in
their family for three or four
generations. Guregian said the
project is "meant as a means
to stop, look, and listen to the
people of this special time in
history."

Families featured include
Bill and Dottie Van Riper,
Alton Grau, Nathan and Ann
Alber, Luke and Barbara
Schaible, Dorothy and Loren
Koengeter, and Norman and

F U R N I T U R E G A L L E R I E S * I

Save

10%.o40%

On Michigan's Largest
Selection Of La-Z-Boy®

Home Furnishings!

| Save an t/V I rv/\

1 Save an txV I iv/\
1
! Save an t/V I lx/\

when
$3,000 or more*

when you spend
$2,000 to $2,999*

when you spend
$1,000 to $1,999-

- coupon offer available at below locations only -
i MM wn M M mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm-mm mx mm

F U R N I T U G A L L E.RI E S

ANN ARBOR: (734) 995-9800 • AUBURN HILLS: (248) 758-0800

CANTON: (734) 981-1000 • FLINT: (810) 733-5120

NOVI: (248) 349-3700 • STERLING HEIGHTS: (586) 247-8720

TAYLOR: (734) 287-4750

www.lzbml.com

* Some restrictions apply; see store for complete details. Free financing offer available with approved credit to qualified buyers. $1699 minimum
purchase required for 12 month financing program. No minimum purchase requifed for 3 or 6 month financing program. To avoid retroactive

finance charges on deferred payment (special terms) programs, customer must pay sub account balanra in full before due date. The annual percent-
age rate may vary (as of October 1,2006 the APR was 25,00%). Previous and/or additional transactions may affect the monthly payment

and finance charge amounts. Some restrictions apply, see store for details. Financing and other promotional offers cannot be combined and are not
valid on previous purchases, 30% deposit required on all layaways & special orders. See store for full details on all financing,

delivery end price guarantee details: Featured items may not be stocked exactly as shown, Photographs are representative of promotional items
actual selection may vary, LA-Z-BOY and LA-Z-BOV FURNITURE GALLERIES are registered trademarks of La-Z-Boy Incorporated.

Betty Hinderer. Each photo-
graph is accompanied by a
vignette written by the subject
and all speak to the hardships
and pleasures of farming life,
the changes in rural life in
their lifetimes, and the affects
of technology - from tractors to
computers - on farming.

Guregian, a retired public
school teacher who grew up
on a farm north of Gregory.
She began her explora- •
tion of Michigan farm life
in 2000 with a photo essay
called "Vanishing Farm
Architecture." This led to a
Michigan Humanities Council
grant that helped fund the cur-
rent project.

The show, which runs
through July 29, is free and
open to the public; Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, 7-9 p.m.,
and Sunday, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Happy signing
State Rep. Marc Corriveau, D-Northviile, stands at Gov. Jennifer M. Gran holm

side as she signed the new Michigan Business Tax into law on Thursday. '

Corriveau's bill to slash the personal property tax was part of the overall ..

package, and was his first bill signed into law. The MBT replaces Michigan's £

Single Business Tax, which expires at the end of the year. According to

Corriveau, under the MBT, about 75 percent of businesses in Michigan will : :

pay less in taxes. 'This is a tremendous victory for our businesses and for |

the state of Michigan," Corriveau said. 'The Michigan Business Tax rewards •

companies that create jobs for our workers and invest in our stat - those j

are the kinds of companies that we want in our state. The MBT will help 5

jump-start our economy and get Michigan moving in the right direction!' .••_

Dizziness? ;
Doctors Discover a "Missing Link" To Failed Dizziness Treatments '

Redford - Dizziness misdiagnosis is rampant and many sufferers don't know what to do when the medications and treatments j£
don't work. Finally there's an explanation as to why so many dizziness treatments fail. A new, free report has recently been |

released that reveals the "Missing LiniC discovered by doctors that have helped thousands of dizziness sufferers. TO REQUEST S
A COPY OF THIS EYE OPENING REPORT, CALL TOLL-FREE 1-8B8-281-7630, 24 HR. RECORDED MESSAGE. S

FOOT-ANKLE-LEG PAIN??
LASER FOOT SURGERY

SIGNS & SYMPTOMS Of NAIL fUNGUS
Nail fungus won't get better on its own. Know the esriy

signs ot nail fungus and get treatment rightaway.

Safe Cosmetic BimmatioR of Fungus Infected Naiis

HEELS HURT?"? *
tte Ksow Why And We Can Help?

NEW SHOCK WAVE

Oo you fmve Kafietes, Sullen Feet, legs and Mies?
Burpg, i n img , eratftjBttg, iteimess sr Ulcers?
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Oo p t i have Bisea&refJ, lagroim, Fungus Ka8s?
Sports fippigs, Fractures, Sprains, Sin Prafciems?
M Opinions • Bristles • Warts - {hands and feet)
Cipsiifatiort 8? ftom Problems? Wouiwt Cane?
Oiidren's fmt & Anftle PPBfttems?
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FREE
Initial Cons
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Granholm:
Gov. Jennifer Granholm is continu-

ing to make her pitch for new revenue
sources to balance the 2007-08 state
budget.

Granholm met with the Observer &
Eccentric editorial board Tuesday and
siaid any budget agreement needs to
include cuts in government spending,
a replacement for the Single Business
Tax (the new Michigan Business
Tax signed Thursday by Granholm),
reforms in state operations and new
revenue in taxes and fees.

She says she's confident she'll reach
agreement with the Republican-Con-
trolled Senate and Senate Majority
Leader Mike Bishop unless they have

•- another agenda.
"We thought we had broken the log-

jam," she said Tuesday. "We approved
tlie (2OO6-)2OO7 budget because we
'̂thought the reforms would be made.
My fear is that there is a strategy
to push this off until Oct. 1 (start of
the new state fiscal year), to cause a
government shutdown. I think that

include new revenue
would be terrible for Michigan. It may
be good for him (Bishop) personally,
that he held out to the last minute,
but it would be bad for Michigan."

Granholm arrived at the O&E
office shortly after announcing
plans for a trip Aug. 19-25 with the
Michigan Economic Development
Corp. to Sweden and Germany
to attract business investment.
Granholm has made several trips to
Germany; this would be her first trip
to Sweden.

"On the Sweden side, they have
a very aggressive policy in place to
encourage alternative energy busi-
nesses and this is a sector we want to
move into as a state, given both our
history and geography," she said.

Granholm credited the just-
approved Michigan Business Tax, to
replace the Single Business Tax, and
the 21st Century Jobs Fund as mak-
ing it possible to successfully attract
foreign investment.

"We want to market the heck out of

Michigan and tell them to come here.
We have the workforce that is willing
and able," she said.

Granholm said alternative energy
was a natural development for
Michigan because of its unique loca-
tion, surrounded by the Great Lakes,
and its history as an auto manufac-
turing state.

"No other state has the combination
of things that Michigan has to help
lead the U.S.' ability to be free of for-
eign oil and fossil fuels. This is such a
natural for us to capitalize on the his-
tory of the automobile," she said.

The governor said all these trips
were about bringing jobs to the state.
She said it was also important to offer
training so workers can fill the new
positions that are available.

The No Worker Left Behind pro-
gram will begin in August. This
federally funded program will pay
tuition for laid-off workers on unem-
ployment to receive job training at a
community college.

"I'm not interested in throwing
money at retraining if that retraining
doesn't lead to jobs," she said.

On the budget crisis, Granholm
said term limits may be playing a
part in the partisan squabbling that
has stalled talks. She has criticized
the Senate for taking a vacation
over the last two weeks as schools
are waiting on a budget agreement.
The Republican Party issued a state-
ment criticizing the governor for her
planned trip to Europe.

She said without a revenue com-
ponent, the state can not reach the
constitutionally required balanced
budget.

"If they don't want to do the
reforms or the revenues, then they
need to pass a budget that reflects
what we have. My guess it that will
be impossible for them to do because
no one wants to slash public educa-
tion as would be required because of
the size of the deficit we are facing,"
she said.

t -

TOM HAWLEY j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Gov. Jennifer Granholm meets with Observer
S Eccentric editors.

BUSINESS
TROM PAGE A1

. rriade a difference. People that
shopped there would wander
inhere."

• - The two Canton Farmer
Jacks, including the store
at-Cherry Hill and Canton
Center, have been sitting

I empty since their parent com-
_ pany, Great Atlantic & Pacific
Tea Company Inc., closed
down the operations.

The New Jersey-based
company sold off 20 of its
Farmer Jack stores to Kroger
and independent grocers are
expected to buy other loca-
tions.

- Buzz has been swirling
that Livonia-based Larry's
Foodland has shown interest

in the Joy Road store, and a
banner was put up Friday that
says "Larry's Foodland Coming
Soon." However, Larry's owner
did not want to comment.

"We're hoping it's a done
deal," Harmer said of Larry's.

In the middle of town,
David Coughlin, the owner of
Lucky Hair Co., says the empty
Canton Center Road grocery
store hasn't affected his busi-
ness.

'We've been here two years
so I think we got a good start,"
he said. "It would be nice to
have a business there but it
doesn't affect us one way or
the other. I'm more concerned
about the people that worked
there."

Coughlin's salon is in a
small plaza where Farmer
Jack was the highlight. Other
businesses include Jet's Pizza,

Dairy Queen, Nails & Co. and
Blockbuster.

"It's too nice of a place in too
good of a location," Coughlin
says of the brick grocery store,
which sits detached from the
other businesses. "Something
else will come along."

Terri Schwartz is hoping
the same is true for Coventry
Commons.

Schwartz is the manager
of the Wolverine & Spartan
Shop inside the plaza and she's
hopeful another grocer will
occupy the closed location.

"We didn't get too much
business from them but it's
nice to keep the place full," she
said. "When CVS left about
two years ago, that was a big
hit to us. If businesses start
leaving, it can give a desolate,
ghost town feeling and then it
will filter down to us."

BISTRO
FROM PAGE A1

foods such as onion rings and
crab Rangoon and a children's
section.

Gackenbach's wife, Margie,
is also a part of the busi-
ness and helped design the
building's interior. Fabric-clad
booths run along the outer
edges of the restaurant while
cherry wood tables and chairs
fill the middle. The walls are
decorated with framed pic-
tures, scrolls and flat-screen
televisions.

"It's modern and trendy but
the bones are traditional,"
Gackenbach said.

"We wanted the place
to give off a feeling that it's
always been here and be some-
thing that people in the area
can call their own."

While Gackenbach mans the
"back of the house" keeping
everything running smooth in

BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Chef Eric Gackenbach is co-owner of the Canton Village Grill.

the kitchen, Orlando
oversees the "front of the
house" working with the serv-
ers and maintaining the bar

area.
"We want to be the

neighborhood restaurant,"
Gackenbach said.

'I always strive to provide the best possible
care to my patients knowing they have their
trust in me."

Indrani Nimmagadda, WIO
Internal Medicine

To make an
appointment, or for
more information
about Oakwood

South Canton Internal
Medicine, please call

734.981.1206 or
visit us on the Web at
www.oakwMd.org.

Oakwood South Canton Internal Medicine,
staffed by physician Indrani Nimmagadda, MD

offers Internal Medicine services for men
and women with special focus on

geriatrics and diabetes.

She accepts most insurances.

Office hours are:
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

8:30 a,m. to 5 p.m.

Wednesdays - 1 to 7 p.m.

Saturday hours are available by appointment.

A free gift it/ill be given to the first is ne.iv
patients who bring this ad in when they

arrive for their appointment.

Oakwood Soutti Canton Internal Medicine
42287 Cherry H i Road, Suite D, Canton, Michigan 48188

734.981.1206
Oakwoocf
We specialize. In you.™

TAX PROBLEM^
Never Talk to The IRSi /< f
Tax Resolution Services of Michigan; •;•

• / •ro* 'Offer in Compromise • R^ove Liens/Levies
ocr/?' . penalty Abatement * Audit Representation

f • File Old Returns • Innocent Spouse Relief
• Installment Payments ^ Payroll/Sales Tax Relief

Call (24$ 985-HELP (4357)
for a-FREE consultation "

Tax Resolution Services I
of Michigan , 1

Member of American Society of IRS Problem Solvers , 0

COR R E C TI6N NOTICE
THE FREE GIFT OFFER IN THE

ABC WAREHOUSE TABLOID OF 7/15/07
SHOULD HAVE READ AS FOLLOWS:

Your choice of free gifts included with the purchase of many
major appliances, TVs and electronics. Not available with

unilaterally priced products or items in our small appliance,
personal electronics or computer departments.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause

ABC WAREHOUSE
071507ABC OE

». 'V ••

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

HOW TO REACH US
Jeannie Parent
Retail Sales Manager
(734) 953-2177
jparent@hometownlife.com

Sandy Mitchell
Retail Advertising Rep.
(734) 953-2169
smitcheli@hometowntife.com

Susan Rosiek
Executive Editor

(734) 953-2100
srosiek@hometownlife.com

Hugh Gallagher
Managing Editor

(734) 953-2149
hgallagherilhometownlife.com

Kurt Kuban
Community Editor

(734) 459-2700
kkuban@hom etown I if e.com

Newsroom (734)459-2700 Fax (734)459-4224
Sports Nlghtline (734)953-2104
Circulation/Customer Service 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)
Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355)
Display Advertising (734)953-2153

To purchase page and photo reprints go to www.hometownlife.Gom/oereprints.
For more information contact 1-866-88-PAPER.

Circulation Business Hours/Subscript ion Rates
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. to noon

If you missed a delivery please call by 6 p.m. Thursday and 11 a.m. Sunday.

Carrier Delivery
Sunday/Thursday

One year $64.95
.6 Month $34.95
.3 Month $17.95
• Fo'r senior citizen rate,
'please call 1-866-887-2737

Mail Delivery
Sunday/Thursday

One year (in county) $83.95
6-Month $41.95
3 Month • $20.95
One year (out of county) $108.95
6 Month $54.45
3 Month $27.25

The Canton Observer • Publication NO. USPS 663-670 Published every Thursday and
Sunday. Periodical postage is paid at Livonia. Michigan 48150
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We're Flexible!
Custom-Build a Flex Certificate
that fits yotr needs.

Discover how easy it is to build your savings with Community

Financial's new insured Flex Certificate. We've set the

rate, now you decide the term! It's that simple.

• You pick the term; from 90 days to 5 years

• Accounts insured to $350,000

• Friendly, professional service at an office near you

COMMUNITY

Call or stop by a Community Financial office today!

(734)453-1200 (877) 937^2328 toll free www.cfcu.org

t PLYMOUTH C A N T O N CANTON (SUMMER 2007) NORTHVILLE NOVI
500 S. Harvey 6355 N. Canton Center 47463 Michigan Ave. 400 E. Main 43350 Arena Dr.

*The 5 .30% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) requires an active checking account and is available on deposits of 81,000 or more with new money not currently on deposit at
Community Financial. Select from any "traditional" term certificate from 90 days to 5 years. Rates effective 7/03/07. Rates cannot be combined with any other bonus rate offer
and are subject to change without notice. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal, fees, if any, may reduce earnings.

IMCUA Your savings federally insured to at least 2100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government. ESI Your savings also privately insured up to
an additional S250,0O0 by Excess Share Insurance Corporation (ESI). ESI is a subsidiary of American Share Insurance. t=J Equal Housing Lender. ©2007 Community Financial
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Dine With
The Observer & Eccentric and Mirror

Newspapers are teaming up with Buddy's
to present "Dining With the Stars" featur-
ing Jay Towers, Shila and Bill McAllister
host of Motor City Middays, on Live 97-1
FREE FM.

In 100 words or less, tell us why you're
a fan of the Motor City Middays crew
and would like to have lunch or dinner at
Buddy's Pizza in July with the trio from
97-1 FREE FM.

Send your fan letter to
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.com and he
sure to include your name, address, day-
time phone number and e-mail address.

Deadline to enter the July contest is 5
p.m. Tuesday, July 17.

A photograph of you and your favorite
stars will be published in the Observer
£2 Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers and
online at www.hometownlife.com.

"We want our winners to dine with their

Man tries

in style
favorite stars and feel like a star, too," says
Marcy Brontman of Buddy's Pizza. *

Buddy's will also present at check for
$500 to Children's Hospital of Michigan.

July winners will be treated to a limo
ride, courtesy of Pro Tran Transportation,
makeover from Ruby Blu Salon in
Farmington Hills, a $100 gift certificate to
the Reaver Diamond Co. in Southfield and
a dance exhibition courtesy of Fred Astaire
Dance Studio in Bloomfield Hills.

Other upcoming dining with stars
include August: CoCo ofWJLB-FM (97-9);
and September: Chuck Gaidica of WDIV-
TV (Channel 4).

No purchase is necessary to enter. Buddy's Pizza
will review ail entries and select the top four "fan"
letters. The stars featured for the month will make
the final selection. Lunch and/or dinner date is to
be determined with the winner and star by Buddy's
representatives.

."t.

Shila, Jay Towers and Bill McAllister

fireworks sales
A man called Canton police

July 4 after he attempted to
capture a Michigan Avenue
business selling illegal fire-
works on film; The man went to
the establishment on the 47000
block of Michigan Avenue and,
with his camera rolling, tried
to catch employees selling
fireworks. Police observed that
the footage contained a store
employee trying to push the
man out of the building. There
was no further investigation.

Saab smashed
A 45-year-old Canton man

reported to police that some-
one smashed the front passen-
ger side window of his 2004
Saab.

The man told police he
parked his car at his workplace
on the 40000 block of Joy
Road and later discovered the
shattered window. There was
nothing taken from the vehicle
and no other damage.

There were no witnesses to
the vandalism.

Minor sales check
The Special Enforcement

Unit of the Canton Police
Department has released the
results of its alcohol and tobac-
co sales checks for June. Out of
11 businesses, three establish-

POLICE BEAT
ments sold either alcohol or
tobacco to decoy minor.

Marathon Gas, 41479
Michigan Avenue, and Pine
Tree Market, 42444 Ford, both
sold alcohol to a minor while
Valero Gas, 44431 Michigan
Avenue, sold tobacco to a

THINKIN6 ABOUT...

• Quietest Units «.
•Affordable Pricing
• Quality Installation
• Extended Warranties
• EZ Financing

(734)525-1930

Our 33rd Year!

^8919MIDDLEBELT<v_ OE0S5116S5'

LIVONIA .

OVERNIGHT: FUN TRIPS

• $50 FREE Cash & Tokens! "
Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation

• Free Breakfast Buffet
• $10 in Food Coupons

• Overnight Stay at Kewaclin
Casino Hotel

Sunday-Thursday Friday or Saturday

$119 S125

• $70 FREF "
• Deluxe Moton

• 2 Free B
• $10 in

• 2 Nights
Cas

• 1 Free

Sunday-Thursday
S215

CALL ONE OF OUR FRIENDLY REPRESENTATIVES TO RECEt
AND TO ANSWER ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEl

ALL RATES ARE BASED GN DOUBLE OCCUPANCY AND AVAILABILITY, STAf>
OFFER GOOD JULY 1. £007 THRDUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2DQ7. "NOT ALL SITES I

DIFFERENT.

aOO-KEWADIN

1 I

minor. Among the businesses
that did not make a sell were
Maria's Bakery, Canton Party
Store and Rite Aid.

The SEU has zero tolerance
when dealing with violations
of tobacco and alcohol sales

to minors. Establishments
caught selling alcohol to a
minor receive a misdemeanor
citation. Alcohol violations
are also reported to the State
of Michigan Liquor Control
Commission.

I
I LET OUR FACTORY-TRAINED TECHNICIANS
I PERFORM A THOROUGH INSPECTION OF
I. YOUR VEHICLE, AND MORE. •

Valid only at North Brothers Ford. Must present coupon when orcter is written.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Diesels extra. Expires 8/15/07

/Genuine Motorcraft®
Oil and Filter Change
(up to 5 quarts)

/Rotate and Inspect
Four Tires

/Inspect Brake System
/Test Battery
/Check Air and Cabin

Air Filters
/Check Belts and Hoses
/Top Off All Fluids

OE08S41Q45

33300 FORD RD. WESTLAND
(between Wayne & Merriman)

HpOil AO>i 4 1 A f t Mon.&Thurs 7:30-8734-421 -1300 T e
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'Sales/Service
Open Saturday

9-3!

Arthritis Today
JOSEPH J. WEISS,-M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY

18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-786Q

ROTATOR CUFF TEARS
The rotator cuff consists of three muscles that connect from the scapula f g^-re, n ' i <

top of the long bone of the shoulder (the humerus), The term rotator cuff tear refers to a
disruption In one or more of these muscle tendons.

The rotator cuff allows the shoulder to move in front, back and swinging motions associated
with normal shoulder function. In daily life, the supraspinatus is the tendon that receives the most
use and is the most vulnerable to injury. Thus, most rotator cuff tears begin with a slight tear in
the supraspinatus tendon fibers.

In most instances, but not aiways, the body repairs the break. Over time, the small tear can
become wider and deeper. If still small, you develop supraspinatus tendinditis. If the tear
becomes sufficiently large, you experience both pain and loss of motion that are the features of a
rotator cuff tear.

Diagnosis comes out of the nature of your pain, the limits of shoulder movement on
examination, and the findings from imaging studies such as shoulder x-ray, ultrasound, and MR!.
Treatment includes physical therapy to strengthen surrounding muscles, and/or intra-articular
injections to ease pain and remove joint fluid from further blocking shouider motion,

The final choice is shoulder surgery. Advances in shoulder replacements are ongoing,
however, outcomes are uncertain. Furthermore, rehabilitation can take months, and in the elderly'
may be stressful. Thus, physical therapy remains the mainstay of therapy.

www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com OE 085421 84 ̂

• 3 Year Preschool • 4 Year Preschool
• 4 Year Extended Day Option
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Woman to face charges | f
attacking elderly

Kelly Campbell-
Baumgartner, 46, has been
bound over for trial and is
expected to be arraigned July
23 in Wayne County Circuit
Court on charges that she
attacked her elderly husband
inside a Canton restaurant on
April 22. _,

Campbell-Baumgartner is
accused of injuring her 86-
year-old husband, William
Baumgartner, with either a
knife or folk while the two were
inside Max & Erma's.

Although he admitted that
his wife of seven months had

hit him ea%,i
Her that da^;,
Baumgartn^c
has denied;
being attaqke;d
inside the eat-
ery. Campfoejl-
Baumgarthe^

Campbeif- guilty last year
Baumgartner to stabbing'ber

mother witli-.
a fork, has been charged with
felonious assault, domestics-yip-
lence and assault and batteryt

By Tiffany U

rmj

OPEN
MON.-SAT.

9-9
SUN.
9-7

38000 Ann Arbor Rd.
Livonia

(734) 464-0330

Tour Meat & Deli
Supermarket

Mike's Marketplace
FANTASTIC
SAVINGS!

f Sale Starts Monday July 16th - July 22nd

\ . j p t g ^ U S D A BONELESS

SIRLOIN $
TIP ROAST

USDA SELECT BONELESS

SIRLOIN $Q99
STEAK 2
Fresh Ground Beef

GROUND
SIRLOIN
Family Pack

Fresh Skinless Boneless

CHICKEN
BREAST
Family Pack

Lean Tender Boneless

BUTTERFLY $
PORK CHOPS

' V S U S D A S E L E C T JL,
^fgjNEVVYORK $
; W STRIP STEAKS

6 Steak Value Pack

Ground Fresh Daily

GROUND $
TURKEY

Tresh Ground Beef

CHUCK
Family Pack

$

USDA SELECT .

T-BONE $
Porter hous" Steak 56.9*5 Ib

From The Deli
F - Sliced

KRAKUS
IMPORTED
HAM Ib.

Fresh Sliced
Mild

MUENSTER $
CHEESE

out website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com
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avoid IRA transfer fee
Dear Rick: My husband is
retired from GM. We are
contemplating moving his GM
retirement account to an IRA

at a local bank.
They told us
there was a
5.7 percent
one-time fee
for this to take
place. Is this
reasonable or
should we still

Money Matters be shopping?
™ You definitely

should be
shopping
around. It

that the 5.7 percent is
^ Q , also known as

'mad" that the bank is charging
you and there is no reason to have
\9 0.ay that fee. There are many
places you can go to avoid having
,t0.pay high fees when you invest
your money.

When you pay commissions,
or loads, it means that money
comes off the top. of what you
have invested. For example, if
your husband's GM retirement

Rick Bloom

plan was valued at $100,000 and
you were paying a 5-7 percent
commission that means $5,700
was coming of the top and what
is actually being invested is less
than $95,000. There are ways to
invest money so that the entire
$100,000 goes to work for you.

If you want to invest in a
diversified portfolio of mutual
funds, companies like Vanguard
(www.vanguard.com or (800)
997~2?98), Charles Schwab & Co.,
(www.schwab.com or (866) 232-
9890) or Fidelity (wwwfidelity.
com or (800) FIDELITY) can
assist you in investing money on
a totally commission-free, also
known as no-load, basis. Charles
Schwab & Co. and Fidelity
have branches in the Detroit/
Metropolitan area if you want to
sit down with someone in person.

If you are a conservative
investor and do not want
principal fluctuation on your
portfolio, you can even invest
on a commission-free basis
using equity-index annuities. I
recommend Jim Hutton from
Hutton Financial (1-800-870-

4444). He represents annuity
companies on a commission-free
basis. Not all financial advisers
work on commissions. There are
a growing number of financial
advisers who are known as
fee-only advisors who charge
a fee for their advice and then
recommend commission-free,
no-load funds. For an individual
who wants to avoid commissions
and get professional, unbiased,
advice a fee-only adviser can be a
great way to invest. The benefits
of using a fee-only advisor is he/
she will help you set up a game
plan designed for your situation
and then help you monitor it.
Also, there is no potential conflict
of interest between what is right
for you and which product will
pay the adviser the most because
the advisor is paid by you and not
by the fund company.

I am not a fan of paying
commissions. One of the main
reasons I don't like paying
commissions, particularly for
things like mutual funds, is when
you consider the performance of
loaded funds (funds that charge

Count on AAA Travel and NWA WorSciVacations to help
you plan the perfect Mexican vacation. Treat yourself to
a long weekend in Cancun, an all-inclusive Riviera Mays
resort or a Baja beach vacation in Cabo San Lucas. Ask
about the wide variety of vacation options to fit most
any budget. And save 10% during Fiesta Week!

For details and
your loca

AAA Canton Branch
2017 N. Canton Center

734-844-0146 or 800-844-

WoHdVacations*

t ---wr

is not vaNd to combine VSJS& ethw promotion. Must as? Siwking riafe ASCSt HI.

3950 S. Lots Rd.
Canton, Mi 48188

10am to 3pm
$65 (includes lunch)

If you have ever dreamed of being a
ml

Space, pMmifed!

Don't miss your chance, register today! Call (877) 841-3400 or visit our website at
www.zoelifepub.com for more information.

If you write children's books, ask about our Children's Book Writer Workshop!

47907 Michigan Ave
Canton, Ml 48188

wWw.zoelifepuB.com
TpH Free: (877) 841-3400

bigdreams@zoGtifepub.com

THE

a commission) vs. no-load funds
(funds that do not charge a
commission), you see the average
no-load fund outperforms the
average loaded fund. It makes
no sense to pay a fee to buy a
sub-par investment. As I have
mentioned many times in this
column, fees and costs do matter
and I congratulate the reader
for asking about fees before she
invests money. Unfortunately,
too many investors are either
embarrassed to ask about fees
or are unaware of the fees and,
thus they end up over-paying
for investment advice which
eventually leads to under
performance. The bottom line
is the bottom line and that is
why before you invest in any
investment, you must determine
the fees to buy, maintain and
sell an investment. Always
remember, the fees you save end
up in the most important pocket
— yours.

Dear Rick: We have twins
who will be entering their
senior year of high school in
the fell. My wife and I recently

CANTON CINEMA
Goodrich

ALITY
THEATERS

www.GQTI.coa

EAT
d Right

1 Mile West of IKEA

DETROIT'S BEST

MOVIE DEAL
ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
* 6 • 0 0
* J _ II U

A d u i t s

Students, Late Show,
floufts Until G PM,
K|d j S l

©Nopaesss Free drink refills * g5a corn rafllli |

SHOWTIMES VALID 7/13 - 7/19

Every Monday
thru Friday
at 10:30 am

Mon 7/16 - Frl 7/20
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PQ)

O HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF
THE PHOENIX <PG-13)

11 :Qa 12:30, 2:00, 3:30,5:00, 8:30,8:00,
9:30 FRI/SATLS 11:00
© TRANSFORMERS <PG-13)
12:00,1:00,3:00, 4:00, 6:15, 7:00, 9:15,
10:00
© LICENSE TO WED (PG-13)
11:00,1:05, 3:10, 5:15, 7:20, 9:25
FRI/SATLS 11:30
RftTATQUiLLE ;G)
11:10,1:40,4:10,6:40,9:10
FRI/SATLS 11:35
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (PQ-13)
11:05,1:50,4:30,7:15,9:56

20OZ.DRINK
with $2.60 purchase

of 4Boz. bag of buttery popcorn
«rM8CHntonCBWVl E f i fiEFT.30, HOT • W J

11 • • • • • • • • • u n

attended a seminar about
paying for college. The firm
that hosted the seminar pushes
the idea of using a home equity
loan as a way to pay for college.
From what I understand,
they promote taking equity
from your home and placing
the money in an account that
would grow at a faster rate
than your mortgage. Can you
identify the pros/cons of this?

This type of program is
gimmicky and one you should
avoid. In general, I do not have
a problem using a home equity
loan to help pay for college.
In feet, for many people, who
have not saved and invested for
their child's college education a
home equity loan is one of the
few options they have to pay for
college expenses.

However, the problem in this
strategy is you would be using
your home equity loan to make
an investment. When you look
at the interest rate charged on
home equity loans, hovering near
the 8 percent area, and when
you factor in the investment
company's costs and fees, they
would have to be using aggressive
investments to attempt to get the
returns they talk about.

Aggressive investments are
something you should not be
looking at, considering your
twins are seniors. Investors
should always concentrate on a
time horizon and investors with
short-term time ought to avoid
the stock market.

Another factor to consider is
in a home equity loan you have to
make monthly payments to the
mortgage company. This could
cause other problems.

For someone who has a child
going to college, I have no
problem using a home equity
loan to help pay tuition. However,
that is different from saying I

would take a home equity loan
and invest that money.

Before using a home equity
loan, do some homework
and check out other places to
borrow money, potentially at
lower interest rates. There is an
excellent Web site called www.
finaid.org which explains all the
different loan programs.

There are all sorts of
federal loans subsidized and
unsubsidized. Unsubsidized
means that even though you do
not have to repay the loan until
after graduation, interest begins
to accrue at the time of the
loan. The other type of federal
loan is a subsidized loan. The
provisions of this loan provide
that the government pays the
interest while you are in school.
The two most popular subsidized
government loan programs are
Stafford Loans and Perkins
Loans. In today's world of
potentially rising interest rates,
home equity loans are not the
preferred method of financing a
child's college education.

In many cases, if someone did
havgja substantial amount of
equity in their home, I'd consider
refinancing the home in its
entirety then withdrawing money
and using those proceeds to pay
for college. I don't recommend
investing that money in the stock
market but rather using short-
term investment vehicles such
as CDs. I am always doubtful of
seminars and salespeople that
promote high rates of returns
over short time periods.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymatters®
hometownlife.com For more information,
visit Rick's Web site at www.bloomas-
setmanagement.com. You can hear Rick
from noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK .
1400 AM.

LAW OFFICE

er PG
ROBERT L. BAKER

Attorney at Law

Specializing in:
• Personal Injury

• Medical Malpractice
• Wrongful Death

44670 Ann Arbor Rd., Suite 140
Plymouth, MI 48170

734.455.5300 - Fax: 734.455.5301

Wed., July 18

Featuring Mark Ernst from the Yankee Air Museum
Please RSVP by July 17

Wed., July 25
1:30-3 pm

for the Best Betsy Ross & Featuring The Tommy Marshall Band
Uncle Sam Look-a-Likes Please RSVP by July 21

Independence
Village "
Plymouth

14707 North ville Road • Plymouth
Located Just South of 5 Mile Road

Call to Schedule a Tours

Professionally Managed by Senior Village Management www.seniorvillages.com §



www.hometownllfe.com SUNDAY PERSPECTIVES Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, July 15,2007 (*) A7

Voice for community drowned I May the 'n ' word rest
out by the anti-tax rhetoric I in peace - or will it?

T5S

Hugh Gallagher

I n 2004, our neighbors to the north voted
I Tommy Douglas the greatest Canadian
I in history in a poll sponsored by the
Canadian Broadcasting Corp.

He beat out Prime Ministers Pierre
Trudeau and Lester Pearson, Alexander
Graham Bell, Frederick Banting (the man
who discovered insulin), Neil Young and even
Wayne Gretzky.

He was the premier of Saskatchewan in
the 1940s. More importantly,
he was the father of Canada's
Medicare universal health
program.

Despite the deluge of propa-
ganda that is generated south
of Canada's border against
their system, Canadians
selected Douglas as their
greatest citizen by a wide
margin.

Douglas and his legacy come
up in humorist and provocateur Michael
Moore's hilarious and sad new documentary
Sicko. A Canadian, a member of the now
ruling Conservative Party, tells Moore that
pretty much everyone in Canada supports
universal health care, as do the citizens of
most Western European countries. It's a non-
issue and a great relief.

Contrast that with George W. Bush's
strong denunciation of a proposal to extend a
children's health insurance program to cover
more lower middle-income families, who
often struggle with health bills.

For the president, this was just one
more skid on the slippery slope to — gasp
— "socialized medicine," warning of "ration-
ing, inefficiency and long waiting lines." Not
to mention a possible decline in insurance
company and drug company profits and the
income of medical specialists.

This debate over health care, stirred by the
often over-the-top Moore, is part of a larger
debate that is being waged in states all across
the country about the role of government and
our willingness to pay for it through taxes.

The state Republicans are doing their best
to demonize all government spending, well
almost all. Craig DeRoche, the previous boy
speaker of the House, is shocked that the
state is spending taxpayers' money on "wel-
fare, Medicaid" and decent wages for state
employees. So many buzzwords, all of them
meaningless.

The Michigan Democrats seem to be a
fairly moderate group from the governor on
down, though the Republicans can make
even the most conservative Democrat look a
little pink.

In a meeting Xuesday^with'O&serf er &
•Eccentric editors, Gov. Jennifer Granholnv*^
was optimistic that the two parties would
reach an agreement on the 2007-08 budget '

The state Republicans are doing their best to
demonize all government spending, well almost
all. Craig DeRoche, the previous boy speaker of
the House, is shocked that the state is spending
taxpayers' money on 'welfare, Medicaid' and
decent wages for state employees. So many
buzzwords, all of them meaningless.

before the Oct. 1 start of the new budget year.
She is asking for new revenue sources; the
opposition wants deeper cuts in state ser-
vices.

"If they don't want to do the reforms or the
revenue, then they need to pass a budget that
reflects what we have and my guess is that
will be impossible for them to do," she said.
"No one wants to slash public education as
would be required because of the size of the
deficit we are facing."

But since the early days of Reagan, many
Republicans have adopted a "starve the
beast" philosophy. They figure the best way
to kill programs that help people be success-
ful is to take away the funding.

The anti-tax, anti-government people have
had a long time on the forum and convinced
a lot of people who are hurt by their philoso-
phy that they are right. The ease for govern-
ment hasn't been made as forcefully, even by
our media savvy current governor.

On Tuesday, she acknowledged that much
and offered this view:

"I think since the '80s there has been a very
effective voice that says it's your money and
you should keep all of it and there has not
been an effective voice which says we live in a
community and that there are certain things
that we have decided to pool our resources to
fund.

"It's a tougher argument because it alleg-
edly goes against self-interest, but it may be
your money, but it's your schools, it's your
roads and it's your public safety and it's
your grandparents who are on Medicaid or
Medicare and that voice, that collective voice
that we've decided to pool, has not been as
strong.

"So I don't think the case has been effec-
tively made in a way that counters the other
voice, until people see their schools get cut.
At that point they say, enough is enough. The
question is how far to the brink do people
have to be taken before they agree that there
are certain things that we pool our resources
for."

And is brinksmanship the best way to run
a government9

Hugh Gallagher is managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers He can be reached by e-mail at hgaila- .
afverwhometownlife.com or by phone at (734)953:2149.

Chris Campbell

K, the "n" word is dead and gone. Now
I what?

Unless you've been living under a
rock in recent days, you're no doubt aware of
the NAACP's (National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People) grand sym-
bolic public funeral for the "n" word.

The procession was attended by a wide array
of political dignitaries, business leaders and
entertainment luminaries.

While the spirit behind the
symbolic gesture was com-
mendable in its efforts to
educate the public about the
disparaging origins associated
with the word and subsequent
bedding of it, the procession
was misguided at best and
unfocused at its worst for it
killed and buried the wrong
thing.

Racism still exists in both
overt and covert guises, but is no longer the
elephant in the room that it was in the 1940s,
(5Os and '60s, and the funeral merely scratched
the surface.

The truth is African Americans as a commu-
nity are facing much larger problems such as
glaring socioeconomic disparities, health care
issues, exorbitant insurance rates, high incar-
ceration rates among African American males
and a host of other issues that have contributed
to a collective self-esteem problem.

Somewhere Martin (Luther King) and
Malcolm (X) are turning over in their graves
over this funeral for we have gone from pro-
moting social change by marching on the gov-
ernment in Washington to putting words in
caskets.

The irony of this newfound consciousness is
that it was brought on by the Ostracizing and
firing of two white men — comedian Michael
Richards and radio jock Don Imus.

Symbolism needs to die and real action must
take its place. Hip hop culture catches a lot of
the flak for the proliferation of the "n" word
and rightfully so, but hip hop is not completely
to blame.

The NAACP must employ the same verac-
ity it did in addressing the Imus debacle and
focus on the radio stations, record labels and

The truth is African Americans as a community
are facing much larger problems such as glaring
socioeconomic disparities, health care issues;
exorbitant insurance rates, high incarceration >
rates among African American males and a | |

mhost of other issues that have contributed t i l l
collective self-esteem problem.

media conglomerates who support music that
embraces the "n" word and its mentality. If
organized protests, pickets and public outcdeis
affect their pocketbooks, then dramatic chatty
es will occur. With that said, the V word will'
not entirely disappear until young African ^-1
Americans stop using it in casual conversation.
If youth can better understand the historical-'
import of the word, then they may refrain fr£m
using it. •" •>• - ;

The funeral procession was not a total loss
because it dealt with a term that is a "gateway1'
word — a word that can lead to other nega- ':
tive behavioral mindsets that influence people'
to equate themselves with things that the "n^-?

word typically stands for and then trying to
live up to it. '"•$

But while we're dealing with gateway terms j
why not take a more universal approach and |
eliminate words such as "spic," "honky," "crack|
er" or "hymie"? They are all racist, inflamma-1
tory and derogatory terms. „ \

Yes, we should have buried the "n" word al P
long time ago, but placed it on a grave atop alU
the behavior and equally offensive words that \
have found their way into the English lexicon.

What should have been buried were the
mentalities behind those words with a renewed
emphasis placed on fostering cultural dignity
and respect.

That truly would have made a more sweep-
ing and powerful statement.

Chris Campbell is president of the Detroit Association
of Black Journalists (local chapter of the National •
Association of Black Journalists). He also serves as
communications chair of the Southern Oakland County
Chapter of the NAACP. A former Southfield resident, he \i
moving to West Bfoomfield in the fall.
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