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Jackson gets school board appointment over objections
BYTONYBRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education Tuesday
night named John Jackson of
Plymouth Township to fill a
one^year. appointment on the
school board.

However, the selection
didn't come without some con-
troversy as one of the four can-
didates for the vacancy, Kurt
Heise of Plymouth Township,

said "the fix
was in" to
keep him from
being chosen.

Jackson was
given the nod
by five of the
six trustees,

Jackson who asked
nine ques-

tions of the candidates before
making their selection. John
Nichols of Canton Township
received the other vote.

Heise and Greg Morrison of
Plymouth, who didn't partici-
pate in the interviews, did not
receive any votes.

The vacancy was created
when Mark Slavens resigned at
the May 8,2007, board meet-
ing to accept an appointment'
from the governor as a Wayne
County Circuit Court judge.

"First and foremost is to
figure out how to maintain the
level of student achievement
we have now, and maintain

that during these tough finan-
cial times," Jackson said after
being selected. "How do we
operate more efficiently and
smart?

"The superintendent search
will be big, and another is
communication," he added.
"We have to figure out a way
to get out the successes of the
district."

• Heise, in his opening state-
ment, told board members
they should follow the lead of

the voters in the May election.
"It's time for new blood and

new perspective on the school
board," said Heise, who moved
into the district last fall. "Over
2,500 voters selected me as
their choice for school board
in May. It is time to set the

. record straight on the past
election and let's do the right
thing, and let's elevate the
third-place person to that
vacant seat."

However, in the end, trust-

ees said they wanted some-
one who has some history in
volunteering in the district,"
and selected Jackson> who " "••"
has been ̂ a Plymouth-Canton
Music Boosters president, a
member of the bond steering
committee and finished third
in last year's election.

"My plan, all along, was to
run in 2008, but when Mark
Slavens resigned it became

Please see BOARD, A5
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Louise Hopping (leftj-greets Trudy Roettqer at her 100th birthday party
Wednesday at the Summit. Back in the 1980s, Hopping was assistant
coordinator for Canton's senior programs, which Roettger has been
active in for years.

A heart 100 years
Beloved Canton volunteer

celebrates a century of life
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

As she dabbed tears from
her 100-year-old eyes, Trudy
Roettger thanked her family
and friends for helping her
celebrate a century of living.

"I'm choked up," she said.
"My heart is full. I never
would have made it to 100
without you wonderful
people/' - .

^p^rty for Roettger, who
was born on July 11; 1907,

ace ^

iibettger,, who h;as been
active in Canton's Senior
Adult Program since the
1970s!, h^s beln a/fabu-
lous volunteer" aid is much
loved, according to Dianne
Neihengen, director of
the Canton Senior Adult
Program.

"She is a remarkable
lady. She is also one of the
most organized and ener-
getic ladies that I have
ever known. She is truly
loved by everyone here,"
Neihengen said. Over the
years, Roettger has served on
the Senior Advisory Council
and as social club president,
and has been active at St.
Michael's Lutheran Church
in Canton.

During Wednesday's
celebration, The Sounds of
Canton performed snippets
of nearly two dozen songs.
Roettger was an original
member of the 30-year-old
vocal group, then called the
Canton Senior Kitchen Band,
but sf opped performing with
the ensemble two years ago.

"Trudy, this is for you,"

Please see 100, A5
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Mud Day fun
Chris Roman (from left),
Joey Roman, Alec Olson
and Mackenzie Olson, all of
Canton, got as dirty as they
could during the Mud Day
festivities Tuesday in Hines
Park. They weren't so dirty
when they began (ieft). For
more photos and a story
about the annual Mud Day,
please see page A6.

Township approves largest bond sale in its
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

The township board has
unanimously agreed to the
sale of its largest bond amount
in Canton's history.

On Tuesday, board members
approved a resolution for the
sale of $44.3 million in bonds

to pay for improvements to the
township's water and sewer
system.

Township officials initially
pegged the project at $40
million but later asked that
an additional $10 million be
added. The final figure landed
at $44,300,000.

The bond underwriter is

the Florida-based Raymond
James Financial Inc.

Paul Wyzgoski of Dickinson
Wright PLLC served as bon<5
counsel and said this was
the township's largest bond
sale. Upon his congratulat-
ing township officials on the
deal, Township Supervisor
Tom Yack joked, "I feel richer

already."
The interest rate for the life

of the bonds is fixed at 4.62
percent, which will be paid
over 20 years through 2027.

Township officials credited
the interest rating to its recent
credit ratings by Fitch Ratings
and Standard & Poor's. Fitch
gave Canton a AA+ while

Standard & Poor's gave a AA.
The ratings were requested for
the current bond sale.

Finance and Budget
Director Rick Eva was pleased
with the ratings.

"Despite the current finan-
cial conditions in the state,
Canton has maintained a
sound financial base while

continuing to provide, and '
improve, service to the resi-
dents of Canton," he said. i ' '

By maintaining or improv-
ing its bond ratings, the town-;
ship is able to receive lower;
interest rates when required to
finance projects.

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734)459-2700
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AROUND CANTON

Bicycle rodeo

Kids are invited to join the
Canton Police Department
and Canton Leisure Services
for an evening of bike riding
in Heritage Park on Thursday,
July 19, from 6-7:30 p.m.

This free event will include
bicycle registration and equip-
ment inspections, followed by
a bicycle safety presentation.
Kids can then participate in
a ride around Heritage Park
with Canton Police bike offi-
cers.

Immediately following the
Bicycle Rodeo, families are
invited to stay for the free
Thursday Night Concert in the
park featuring the Gratitude
Steel Band. Steel drums, bass
pans and calypso sounds will
bring the islands to Heritage
Park. Leisure Services will be
providing "Carribean-themed"
leisure stations for everyone to
enjoy,

No pre-registration is nec-
essary. For more informa-
tion contact Canton Leisure
Services at (734) 394-5460.

Kiwanis moves
The Plymouth Canton *

Kiwanis Club is moving its
weekly meeting to the Canton
Coney Island at 8533 N. Lilley
Road in Canton.

Club officials say the new
meeting spot offers a very
central location just south of
Joy Road that is convenient to
both the Plymouth and Canton
communities. In addition
to an excellent location, the
restaurant has several rooms
for various meeting sizes and
offers the opportunity for
breakfast for the "early birds."

To kick off the new loca-
tion, the club will host Brian
Sullivan as a breakfast
speaker July 17. Sullivan is the
Director of Sales, Marketing
and Communications for the
Tooling Manufacturing &
Technologies Association. He
will discuss the "state of man-
ufacturing" in the Michigan
economy.

The meeting starts at 7:15
a.m. and coffee is provided.
Breakfast is available for pur-
chase prior to and during the
meeting. The club would like
to encourage interested par-
ties to attend. RSVP via e-mail
at info@pckiwanis.org or call
(734)981-0460..

Boosters fund-raiser

The Plymouth-Canton
Music Boosters and the
Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band are launching a sum-
mer fund-raising drive to raise
enough money to purchase a
new semi-trailer to replace the
50-foot trailer currently used
by the nationally acclaimed
band to carry all the large,
front-ensemble instruments
and equipment.

The public is welcome to
purchase the $10 tickets for
the special fund-raising raffle
being held in conjunction with
Plymouth Motorsports. Raffle
tickets will be sold all sum-
mer long to win buyer's choice
of awaverunner, motorcycle,
snowmobile or four-wheeler.

The tickets will be on sale
at the upcoming Art in the
Park festival held in down-
town Plymouth July 13-15.
The Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters will have two booths
at the event, where bottled
water and the raffle tickets
will be on sale. Band members
will be on hand to meet with
members of the community.

Raffle tickets will be sold

throughout the summer, with
the final winner announced at
the Great Lakes Invitational
Marching Band Competition
hosted by the Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters at
Canton High School Oct. 13.
All proceeds will benefit the
Plymouth-Canton band pro-
grams. To purchase raffle tick-
ets, visit www.pcmb.net

Chamber luncheon
The Canton Chamber of

Commerce will host its August
Networking Luncheon on
August 1, 2007 at 11:30 a.m.
at the Summit on the Park,
46000 Summit Parkway,
Canton. The cost for lunch,
which is open to the public, is
$20 arid includes a full buffet
lunch, beverages and dessert.

The luncheon will fea-
ture guest speaker Tamme'
Quihn, owner and president of
VerbalWise, LLC, a Plymouth-
based firm that specializes
in finding hidden resources
in organizations so they can
increase the impact to their
bottom lines. Companies
have utilized her expertise to
increase productivity, improve
customer service and develop

The Goddard School® is the fastest growing private
preschool in the country, and we've selected your neighborhood
for our newest school. Call us today for more information!

Cjoddard((School
FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD! DEVELOPMENT

CANTON • 734-454-4737
6697 N. Canton Center Road

Tl« Goddam Schools* are operated by independent frawliiseK of Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vaiy

CANTON CINEMA
Goodrich www.GQTI.com
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11:00,1:05,3:10,5:15,7:20,9:25
FRI/SATLS 11:30
RATATOUILLE (G)
11:10,1:40,4:10,6:40,9:10
FRI/SATLS 11:35
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (PG-13)
11:05, 1:50,4:30,7:15,9:55
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One Low Rate,
Two Terrific Options!
Fixed Rate Home Equity Loans
• Great for large purchases, debt consolidation or education expenses
• Your payments will never increase
• Flexible terms
• No closing costs

Variable Rate Home Equity Lines of Credit
• Revolving line - borrow what you need, when you need it
• Rates below prime for the life of your loan
• Interest only payment options
• No closing costs

Co// toc/o/ for o personalized quote & get up to $100 cash at closing!

COMMUNITY

(734)453-1200 (877) 937-2328 toll free www.cfcu.org

PLYMOUTH C A N T O N CANTON (SUMMER 2007) NORTHVILLE NOVI
500 S. Harvey 6355 N. Canton Center 47463 Michigan Ave, 400 E. Main 43350 Arena Dr.

*6.50% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) offer is based on the Wai! Street Journal Published Prime Rate as of 5/1 /2007, a $25,000 loan balance, 80% Loan to Value (LTV)
and includes a .25% discount with auto pay from Community Financial checking. Term loan rate is based on ! 80 month; approximate fixed monthly payments would
be 2217.85. Additional rates available based on loan amount, term, LTV and your individual credit history. Maximum rate 18%. HELOC - An early termination fee of
$300 will be charged on lines that are closed within the first 24 months. $100 cash offer - You'll receive a Summer of Fun game card when you close on any new
Home Equity Loan before 9/4/2007. Must be 18 or older; see game card for details.

NCUA Your savings federally insured to at least $100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government ESI Your savings also privately insured up to an
additional 3250,000 by Excess Share Insurance Corporation (ES!). ESI is a subsidiary of American Share Insurance, tal Equal Housing Lender. ©2007 Community Financial

, f
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Get a clue
Adeline Renzi, 8, and her mom Kim Renzi of Canton, recently signed
up for the summer reading program at the Canton Public Library.
•More than 3,000 children have already signed up for thei'Get A Clue"
summer reading program at the library, which features five different
groups based on the reading level of the participant. Adults are also
signing up for "Read Around the World," the adult summer reading
program. The more you read, the more entry slips for prize drawings
you earn. Top prizes include a Nintendo Wii for teens and a Northwest
Airlines gift certificate for adults. The summer reading programs
are free, and July 26 is the last day to register and Aug. 12 is the last
day to pick up prizes. Call the library at (734) 397-0999 for more
information.

stronger work teams and build
corporate intelligence. The
luncheon is being sponsored
by Turnbury Park Apartments.
Seating is limited and reserva-
tions are needed. To make your
reservation, contact the Canton
Chamber of Commerce at (734)
453-4040. Deadline for reser-
vations is July 27.

Entertainment Books
• The Plymouth

Symphony League is selling
Entertainment Books as one of
its fund-raisers.

For only $20, buy the 2008
Entertainment Book and

receive a 2007 Book free. The
book offers 50-percent dis^
count coupons at hundreds
of restaurants and discounts
for many other services and
events.

Buyers wishing to support
the Plymouth Symphony and
Orchestra Canton can pur-
chase a 2008 Entertainment
Book at the Plymouth
Symphony Office, located
next to the Cozy Cafe in
downtown Plymouth, (734)
451-2112* or call Mary Thomas
at (734) 453-3016. The 2008
Entertainment Book will be
available for pick up in August.

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD
HOMETOWNL1FE.COM
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Scores of spectators are expected to fill the streets of downtown Plymouth for this weekend's annual Plymouth Art
in the Park.

Art in the Park to
feature hundreds
of artists

BY T0UY BRUSCATO .

STAFF WRITER

Paula Robarge and her family have been
making furniture out of tree branches for nearly
20 years, displaying their handmade goods at
art fairs around metro Detroit.

However, this will be the first time Robarge
will be sell-
ing her wares
at Art in
the Park,
scheduled
for Friday,
Saturday and
Sunday in
downtown
Plymouth.

ARTS AND CRAFTS TIME
What: Plymouth Art in the Park
When: Friday, noon to 8 p.m.;
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Downtown Plymouth
Featuring: More than 400 exhib-
itors with a wide variety of arts
and crafts on display

BY KURT KUBAN

STAFF WRITER

In a matter of a split second,
what began as a day of great
anticipation for Tom Yack and
his wife Barb nearly turned
into tragedy when they were
involved in a scary accident on
June 23.

The Canton Township
supervisor and his wife were
driving north on US-23 just
south of North Territorial
Road when the car in front
of them swerved to the left
to miss some ducks that
were attempting to cross the
expressway. Yack, who was
driving, then swerved to the
right to miss the animals.

According to Yack, once his
rear tires hit the gravel shoul-
der, the township-owned 2003
GMC Envoy began to fishtail
back and forth. The SUV
began to spin and then hit a
ditch, which caused it to roll-
over once, ultimately landing
back on its wheels and coming
to a stop.

When the dust cleared, the
couple took stock of the situ-
ation.

"My wife looked over at me
and said, 'Are you OK?' I said,
'I think so/," said Yack, who
called the accident a "heart
stopper."

Yack didn't suffer any seri-
ous injuries, but his wife, Barb,
suffered a cut on her head and
was taken to St. Joseph-Mercy

BILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

This is what's left of the township-owned 2003 GMC Envoy, after Tom Yack
and his wife Barb were involved in a scary accident a couple weeks ago.

Hospital. She received five
staples to close the wound and
was released a few hours later,
after other tests turned up
negative.

The Yacks were traveling to
Portland, a city near Lansing,
to attend Canton Township
Trustee Todd LaJoy's wedding,
something the Yacks were
looking forward to.

"It was going to be one of the
high points of the summer,"
Yack said.

The township-owned Envoy,
which suffered major damage,
was determined to be total
loss. On Tuesday, the township
board voted to purchase at a
cost of $25,500 a new Ford
Edge, which is a crossover

Robarge
wanted to be
part of the
festivities

so badly she and her family drove from their
Livingston County home to deliver a chair for
Art in the Park founder Dianne Quinn to per-
sonally view. Quinn liked it so much she bought
the chair and gave Robarge one of the show's
nearly 400 exhibitor booths.

"It has a lot of people, and so we went for it,"
Robarge said. "Plymouth looks like a friendly
place to do a show, and I've heard from other
people how nice a fair it is."

Quinn said she received about 1,000 applica-
tions from exhibitors who wanted to be part of
the three-day show, with fewer than half get-
ting an invitation.

"We have a committee that looks at photos
and slides from every application, and when we
say 'wow,' those are the ones that get in," Quinn
said. "Nobody is guaranteed just because they
were in the show before. This year we have over

100 new artists."
There will also be 20 child artists who go

through the same process.
"They'll be around the fountain with the -

things they've made all year, from handmade
soap to rhinestone dog collars to painted rocks,"
Quinn said.

Quinn, whose father was the director of
nurses for a former state home in Northville
Township, said she's particularly pleased to
have developmentally disabled exhibitors
from Services To Enhance Potential (STEP) in
Livonia selling their goods.

"They were involved in his life for many years,
and we were always aware of people with spe-
cial needs, and learned to respect them and
their families," she said. "It will be special to
have a whole new group of people sharing in ,
this experience and getting people excited about
what they're doing."

Quinn started Art in the Park 28 years ago
with 28 booths in Kellogg Park. Now the event
is spread throughout most of downtown and
draws 300,000 people over three days.

"I could have never imagined this," said
Quinn. "It's truly remarkable."

tbrusc3to@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

Have you visited the Canton
Public Library's community
blog? Read posts, add your own
comments or list your group's
events. Go online to www.can-
tonpl.org/blog.

Looking for summer read-
ing suggestions? BookLetters
offers lists of titles including'
book awards and New York
Times bestsellers for adults,
teens and children. Lists are
organized by genre and award,
making it easy to find a book
you'll love. Visit www.cantonpl.
org/subjects/books read-
ing/ and click the BookLetters
link.

YOUR LIBRARY
• Knit Nights with Anne:

July 12, at 7 p.m. Drop in knit-
ting. Bring your current proj-
ect,-yarn, patterns and ideas to
share with other knitters. All
experience levels welcome

• Tween Book and Pizza
Club: July 13, at noon. Register
at the Children's Desk and pick
up a copy of Made YouLookby
Diane Roberts.

H Adult Contemporary Book
Discussion: July 16, at 7 p.m.
Rules for Old Men Waiting by
Peter Pouncey.
, IS Teen CSI Program: July
17, at 4 p m. Teens, get summer

vehicle. It has a lower center
of gravity than the SUV and is
less likely to rollover, accord-
ing to Yack, who said this was
his first accident in 44 years of
driving.

"I guess if you're going to do
it, do it big," Yack joked.

All kidding aside, Yack said
he shouldn't have swerved to
avoid the animals.

"The moral of the story
here, unfortunately, is hit the
animals. That's what the state
trooper told me. When you
leave the roadway, bad things
are going to happen," Yack
said. •• •;..

He was unsure if the ani- i
mals made it across the
expressway or not. ' •;

reading credit and learn how;
to gather and evaluate evidence
to solve a crime, just like on !
the popular television shows. '
Registration required.

• Library Board Meeting: ; *
July 19, at 7:30 p.m. The public;
is invited to attend. "

B Calling All Harry Fans-
July 21, at 1 p.m. Register to
attend this, event for kids ages •
8-12 and celebrate the release- •
of the newest Harry Potter •
book. ; ;

• Teen Ghost Hunter: July',
23,7 p.m. Learn real life ghost
hunter techniques in this spe-
cial program. No registration.

is Memorial & Honor Dept
501 St. Jude Place

} Memphis, TN 38105
1800.873.6983

. 20-5'
»VER 20,000

Long Lasting Toys That
Inspire Creative Play &

Good Old Fashioned Fun!

(!*((£.•*
The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115 « Mon-Sat 10-5.30, Thu 10-8:30

Enter Each Week

Tickets

EEK #1
fflTEP TICKFT1

WSNNEP:

DAVID
BROWN

Tay'v

WEEK#14 EMAGINE THEATER WINNER: Helenann Gabler • Dearborn heights'

GotoHometownLife.com

Click on the contest logo.
Guess how many total hits &
runs the Tigers will have the
following week (Monday-Sunday),

THAT'S I f ! Go to HometownLife.com for details.

ike huck

Specials
Valid in
Livonia

Fruity Summer Supper! 750 ml. Reg. $5.99

27659 Woodward • Berkley 21755 Michigan Ave. •Dearborn
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Police department
hires new officers

Branson

The Canton Police
Department recently hired
four new officers, as it con-
tinues to fill several vacan-

cies created
by retire-
ment. The
new officers
are:

• Kristy
Branson, 27,
earned her
associate's
degree from
Oakland

Community College in 2005.
She worked as a Wayne *•>
County Airport police offi-

cer shortly
before join-
ing Canton.

• Darren
Kossick, 25,
earned his
Associate's
Degree from
Schoolcraft
Community

. College
in 2004, and received his
MCOLES certification from
the Wayne County Regional
Police Academy in 2004.
' • Michael Murphy, 34,

earned two associate's

Get on the bad.
Read today's

Murphy

Kossick

degrees from Henry Ford
Community College. Prior to

being hired
in Canton, he
worked as a
U.S. Customs
Agent.

• Adam
Shulman, 23,
earned his
bachelor's
degree from
Michigan

State University in 2005, and
received his MCOLES cer-
tification from the Macomb
Police Academy in 2005.

Candidates for the Canton
Police
Department
go through a
vigorous test-
ing process
that includes
written and
physical

Schulman agility tests,
oral board, -

medical and psychological
examinations and an exten-
sive background check.

To find out more about
opportunities at the depart-
ment visit www.canton-
iiii.org.

coverage!

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed
bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, July 26,
2007 for the following:

CANTON POLICE GUN RANGE
STORAGE BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on
our website at www.canton-mi.orgf. or you! may contact Mike
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed
envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company name,
address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening.
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment
or the provision of services.

Madonna to host St. Casimir reunion

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK
Publish: July 12,2007 OE0B540773-2x3

BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

Alumni and parishioners of the former
St. Casimir Parish and school, along with
nuns, clergy and teachers will reunite at
Madonna University this weekend to cel-
ebrate the 125th anniversary of its found-
ing.

Festivities over the two days include a
dinner reception, mass, brunch and pic-
nic.

"After mass, former students are going
to be able to go back behind the alter
and see some of the teachers who they
haven't seen in 30 to 40 years," said Tom
Wozniak, a Livonia resident who gradu-
ated from St. Casimir in 1966 and has
helped plan the reunion with members
of the schools last graduating class,
from 1969, Sister Victoria Indyk, Alicia
Ramirez and Irma Valdez Reyes.

St. Casimir, established in 1882 at
23rd Street and Myrtle (now Martin
Luther King Boulevard), was the largest
Polish Catholic parish in Detroit west of
Woodward.

Over the span of 125 years, three
churches, two schools, two rectories and
two convents were built at the site.

Wozniak attended St. Casimir for 12
years. His grandmother was baptized
there in 1890, and his mother was mar-
ried there in 1944.

"The day we graduated... nobody want-
ed to leave the school," Wozniak said.

Redford resident Stanley Kosinski also
holds fond memories. He has maintained
a record of 1,484 graduates of St. Casimir
High School from 1931 to 1969.

Kosinski left school on March 1,
1944, when he was drafted into the U.S.
military. But his principal, Sister Mary
Valencia, made sure he had enough cred-
its to graduate.

"When she found out I was being called
up for the draft, she sent a letter to the
draft board," Kosinski said. She told them
he would need to complete half of his
senior year first.

St. Casimir High School's sophomore class poses in front of the school in 1941.

His class of 36 students had just five
boys. Three are alive today, and they get
together for breakfast once a month.

Kosinski played varsity basketball and
served as president of his sophomore
class. Back then, he would go to school,
practice and then work stocking shelves,
go home for supper, do his homework and
then go out with friends, he remembers.
"It was a fantastic time in my life."

Although enrollment was on the rise,
the school closed in 1969 due to an antici-
pated decline when the Felician nuns
left, lay teachers took over and tuition
increased. However, Theresa Bartkowiak,
of the Class of 1952, kept the grade school
— and its boiler — running until 2005.

Bartkowiak, who had gone on to
become Sister Leonard, applied for a
boiler's license through the county and
arrived early to heat the school every
day, Wozniak said. She will also be at the

reunion this weekend.
"She will use the 100-year-old recess

bell to call us all to dinner," Wozniak said.
On Sunday, Bishop Francis R. Reiss, .

who served as the church's pastor for 20
years, will celebrate a 9 a.m. Mass at the
Felician Sisters' Motherhouse, followed
by a brunch and picnic at the Madonna
University Residence Hall.

A bus tour is planned to the old St.
Casimir convent and school, now owned
by Core City Neighborhoods.

Banners, trophies, yearbooks, newspa-
pers, and photo albums will be on display
in a Memorabilia Room. A DVD tracing
the history of the parish and school from
1882 to 2005 will play both days.

A Web site, www.saintcasimir.com,
contains hundreds of photos and informa-
tion about the church and school.

rrjcmes@hometowniife.com | (734) 953-2054 ^

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property.
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage
(formerly Shurgard) located at 2500 S Industrial Hwy Ann Arbor,
MI 48104-6130 (734)973-5584 on 7/27/07 at 2:00 pm. Sales are for
cash only. Kemoval within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in
which rent and fees are past due.

Personal property described below in the matter of:,
1045 - Earl Gibbons - Dryer, Washer, Refrigerator
1058 - Jonathan Rose - 50 Boxes, 5 File Cabinets, Misc Items
8004 - Joykrishna Mahato - 2 Boxes, 1 TV, Vacuum
8014 - James Smith - 3 Bikes, 1 Microwave, 5 Totes
8024 - James Smith - 10 Boxes, Chairs, Misc Items
8032 - Kimberly Barnet - 3 Boxes, Luggage, Misc Items

Publish: July 12-& 19,2007 CECS54T195-2X2.6

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road

Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Publish: July 12 and 15, 2007 ,

Over 10,000 locations
worldwide.

734-844-6741
44248 Cherry Hill

CANTON

734-414-0515
44717 Five Mile Road

PLYMOUTH

curves.com

AI H-tf
•o-

Work out just 30 minutes, 3 times a week on our strength-training
and cardio circuit. You'll get a total body workout with the support
of our trainers and see real results before the kids go back to school.

Offer based on first visit enrollment, mirimum 12 mo. c.d. program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 08/26/67. ©2007 Curves International
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Trudy Roettger reacts to a bouquet

of red roses in honor of,her 100

years at a birthday party at the

Summit on Wednesday.

100
FROM PAGE A1

said pianist Bernice Russian,
who grinned when she spilled
Roettger's secret to longevity.
"She once told me that every
night she has a little glass of
red wine."

In reaction, Roettger feigned
shock and wagged her finger at
Russian.

Born in Ohio and described
as "sharp as a tack," Roettger
is a preacher's kid who grew
up with four brothers and a
younger sister. She's the only
one of her siblings still alive.

As The Sounds of Canton
performed, Roettger would
often sing along, throw up her
hands and mimic playing the
banjo. She later blew kisses to
the vocalists, who were dressed
in her favorite color, red.

In addition to I'm a Yankee
Doodle Dandy and Hey, Good
Lookin', the group sang four
songs that included the great-
grandmother's name, including
If You Knew Trudy and Hello,
Trudy.

After they performed We
Can't Give You Any thing But
Love, Trudy, Roettger playfully
nodded her head and said "I'll
take it all"

The mother of two was pre-
sented with more than a dozen
red roses during Everything's
Coming Up Roses and was
serenaded during a rendition
of Nat King Cole's classic tune,
Unforgettable,

"She was so excited about
this," said Roettger's daughter,
Janet Simpson. "She's the only
one left in her generation."

Roettger, who used to live
in Canton, now lives with
Simpson in Detroit.

"She's just the sweetest lady,"
said Canton resident Lynne
Coker, who met Roettger
around seven years ago
through The Sounds of Canton.
"She and my mom (Betty •
Turner) were good friends and
she's so sweet."

tlparks@hometown!ife.com \ (734)459-2700

BUSINESS BRIEFS
Outstanding achievement

Canton resident Steve
McCormack received the
Chairman's Outstanding
Achievement Award from
Comerica Bank. Chairman
Award recipients are honored
for making outstanding con-
tributions to Comerica in the ,
following areas: Connectivity;
leadership; quality excellence;
and sales performance.

McCormack, a vice presi-
dent at Comerica, received a
prize package totaling $5,000
and one week of paid vaca-
tion. McCormack, who joined
Comerica in 1994, also will be
recognized at a special dinner.

PR firm honored
Markit Strategies and PR,

LLC, a Canton-based integrated
strategic marketing and public
relations firm, is the recipient of
the 2007 Renaissance Award of
Merit from the Detroit Chapter
of the International Association
of Business Communicators
(IABC).IABC honored the
Markit Strategies team (Peggy
Fenwick, Julie Metea and Julie
Rogier) for the Plexus Systems
Business-to-Business Media
Relations Campaign at the
annual awards program held
in June 2007. "We're especially
proud of this significant recog-
nition as it honors our effective
teamwork in Markit Strategies'
first full year of operation, tn'
fact, this exceptional teamwork
is the fuel that allows Markit
Strategies to attain truly note-
worthy results," notes Markit
Strategies founder and principal
Peggy Fenwick.

BOARD
FROM PAGE A1

the time to do it now," said
Jackson, who indicated to the
school board he would run to
keep the position in the May
2008 school board election.

Afterward, Heise claimed
he was told by Trustee Dianne
Gonzalez two weeks ago not to
pursue the appointment.

"She repeatedly told me to
take my name out of consider-
ation so I wouldn't be embar-
rassed, that another candi-
date would surface and she
wouldn't support me because
of the people I associate with,"
Heise said. "I think the vote
was designed to keep me out.
The fix was in."

Gonzalez said she met pri-
vately with the three candi-
dates, but denied telling Heise

the full board wouldn't sup-
port him.

"I pride myself on doing my
homework and met with all
three candidates," Gonzalez
said. "I cast my vote for who I
thought would do the best job.
I think John Jackson will do
the best job in these difficult
times."

Heise said he would not
run again if the next school •
board election is held in May

"because the forces that are
assembled against the minor-
ity viewpoint are overwhelm-
ing."

"Following tonight's deci-
sion, I will remain in the pub-
lic arena," Heise said. "We will
need to look to Lansing for
the real education reforms our
kids and taxpayers need, and
that is where I will be focus-
ing my efforts in the coming
years."

After selecting Jackson, ;5

trustees elected Judy %,
Mardigian as board president
for the 2007-08 school year,
her second stint as president.

They also elected
Barry Simescu vice
president, Steven Sneideman
secretary and Tom Wysocki -
treasurer.

tbruscato@hometownfife.com

(734) 459-2700

COMMERCIAL
APPRECIATION DAYS

3 DAYS ONLY! JULY 18-20
FREE COFFEE &DONUTS (OPEN-10AM]
FREE LUNCH FRIDAY [11AM- V3RPM)

REUAtfZ*

U

32" or 36" 6-Panel
Steel Entry Door Unit
•Weatherstripping for a
tight seal 'Fits rough
opening: 34-1/2"W -
38-1/2"Wx82-1/4"H

Locksets sold separately.

. . * • ! •

j

$248
36" Hampton
3/4-Oval Steel Entry
Door Unit

•Decorative glass with
platinum earning
•Fits rough opening:
38-1/2"Wx82-1/4"H

Locksets sold separately.

LOWE'S
Let's Build Something Together

80 lbs.

PRO FINISH QUIKRETE®
5000 Concrete Mix
#234135

Top quality and hand selected
Available only at Lowe's, Top Choice® lumber is hand

selected at the mill and verified by third-party inspectors

for fewer defects such as wane and warp. Each piece

is guaranteed to be straight, square and smooth.

mi'ilium

TREATED DECKING
PRO FINISH QUIKRETE®
Blended Mortar Mix
#234136

y"i._ «.Ji

$42 80 lbs. " 1/2-HP Chain Drive Garage Door Opener
PINRH (MJIKRETE® 'Strong and reliable chain drive system «6-year motor

D -o* t r • warranty •Includes illuminated push button door control
,-Hesistant concrete g n d s i r i g | e . b L J t t o n r e m o t e c o n t r o i #248730

$1381
| 2" x 6" x 8' Top Choice8 Cedar Decking
i #58758

SPECIAL VALUES
July 12-16, 2007

Trex

f
MEW-LOWER PRICE!

now
$ 1 1 2 was $124
8" x 81 Round
Fiberglass Column
#11838

$444
24-pack

Ice Mountain®
Bottled Water
#57284, 43374

$997,
20-oz. case

Gatorade®
Thirst Quencher
•Available in Lemon Lime,
Fruit Punch, and Orange
#240727,34,49

each

7/16"x4lx8lOSB
•Use for roof, wail or subfloor
•Recommended for covered
use #12212

freest)

$258
10'Wx8'L High Point
Steel Storage Building
•440 cu. ft. #98483

Trusted
by pros
4-to-1

now
$69
61 Fiberglass Stepladder
•300 Ib. load capacity
#97106

60-Amp Non-Fused
Metallic Disconnect
#36056

60-Amp Non-Fused
Plastic Disconnect
#105525 $12.41

50-Amp
Spa Panel
#105740
60-Amp
Spa Panel
#105741

Paperless, moisture
>nd mold resistant

willboirtj

Paperless If itsrlgr Dry wall

?no/< 68
each

1/2"x4'x8'
DensArmor™ Plus6

Interior Wallboard

#26411

For the Lowe's nearest you, call 1-800-993-4416 or visit us online at Lowes.com
Prices may vary after 7/16/07 if there are market variations. "Was" prices in this advertisement were in effect on 7/5/07, and may vary based on Lowe's Every Day Low Price policy. See store for details regarding product warranties. We
reserve the tight to limit quantities. All installation services are guaranteed by Lowe's warranty, See installed Sales contract for details. Professional installation available through licensed independent subcontractors. Lowe's
contractor license numbers: AK#28341; AL#5273; AZ#ROC195516; CA#803295; CT#558162; FL#CGC1508417; HlContractor's License No.: C 23784 - see store; IL Plumber #058-100140; H_ Roofing #104014837; LA
Master Plumber #1440 WSPS; MD# 91680,50931; Ml#2101146786, Lowe's Home Centers, Inc., 6122 "B" Drive North, Battle Creek, Mi 49014; NJ Plumbing - see store; NM#84381; MV#2-45450; Brooklyn, NY#1162261;
Staten Island, NY#1160554; Suffolk County, NY#30182-H1; Putnam County, NY#PC2742-A; NV# 59290-59296; OR#144017; TN#3070; TX TRCC #14447 and Texas State Plumbing License Number Available Upon Request;
VA#2701-036596A; WA#982BN; ND#30316; Washington DC #100594; 0CRA# 52185-53006539, 52185-53006554, 52185-53006552, 52185-53006557, 52185-53006533, 52185-53006534, 52185-53006541, 52185-
53006543, 52185-53006537, 52185-53006544: Water heater installation: If an expansion tank is required by local code it-will be an additional charge (not included in the basic replacement labor). Permit fees are additional {not
included in the basic replacement labor). Gas appliance license numbers: AL - MP#1837, GA - MP#207878, If a gas shutoff valve replacement is required by state code, addltfonai charges may apply (not included in basic
installation), Additional charges for LP conversion kit may apply, Additional charges may apply for permit fees. ©2007 by Lowe's®, All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. 070792
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BY JULIE BROWN

STAFF WRITER

Carrie Burch of Canton
was with sons Kyle, 11, and
Noah, 8, just waiting for the
fun to start Tuesday at Wayne
County Parks' Mud Day.

"Cause I want to get
muddy," Noah said of his
reason for showing up at the
Nankin Mills area of Hines
Park in Westland. Big brother
Kyle said, "Pretty much
because it's really rare for
me to go in and get drenched
with mud."

The park was flooded to
just the right muddy consis-
tency and at 11 a.m., with TV
news crews and other pho-
tographers at the ready, the
countdown from five started.
Kids, divided by age up to 12,
rushed into the mud, some
doing belly flops.

"It's OK for today," mom
Carrie Burch said of the mess.
"It's fun once in awhile."

With her was Pam Siesel of
Canton with sons Matthew, 8,
and Michael, 6, who showed
up "so I can get all muddy."
They were attending for the
first time the event held year-
ly since 1988.

Nearby, Beth Olson of
Canton was with daughter
Mackenzie, 12, and son Alec,

Muddy Mike Green, a Redford resident, shows that adults can have fun, too,

9, traveling with Joe Roman's
family, also of Canton, includ-
ing sons Joey, II going on 12,
and Chris, 10. "To get muddy,"
Beth Olson said of their first-
time attendance, "get as dirty
as we can. They have been
wanting to go for years and
we have been out of town."

As Who Let the Dogs Out?
blasted over the park loud- •
speakers, kids dove and

rushed in. Watching with her
camera was Michelle Gordon
of Garden City who brought
daughter Anne Buford, 10,
and friend Savanna Turner,
10. It was the first time for
both girls at Mud Day.

"This is awesome," Michelle
Gordon said. She brought
trash bags for muddy clothes,
.and the kids wore old things.
"When I read "it, I was like
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PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLERI S W F PHOTOGRAPHER

And they're off! Kids relay race across the mud pit.

'Oh, my God, that would be
totally awesome.'" The woman
clerk at Walgreens when they
stopped for film was envious
they were going to Mud Day,
Gordon added.

Cleaning up the kids
fell to the Westland Fire
Department firefighters, and
Wayne County sheriff's depu-
ties were on hand to help keep
things orderly. Mud Day was
sponsored by Fox 2 News,

"It's one of those things
the kids enjoy,"' said Wayne
County Executive Bob Ficano.
"All in good fun. It's a nice
break."

Around noon on a swel-
tering Tuesday, the cool fun
continued with relay and
wheelbarrow races through

\

Marat McMaster never saw a Mud Day when he lived in Kazakhstan. Now he
lives in Dearborn Heights.

the mud. The day was nicely
capped off by the crowning

of Mr. and Mrs. Mud, Troy
Watson and Isabella Letts.

AS LOW AS j
or 5.98 LOW

Turn it loose at a John Deere dealer near you.
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620i Gas 620; Gas

Independent rear suspension • On-demand true 4WD
•Electronic fuel injection

Packages for Deluxe Property Care & the Outdoorsman
• Over 75 attachments and accessories available

Fast acceleration to speeds up to 30 mph
•Perfect vehicle for any task
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GIVE US YOUR FARMER JACK CARD & GET

*tt

OFF
ANY PURCHASE OF $30 OR MORE
Must submit Farmer Jack savings card with

this coupon to receive offer. Limit one
offer per family. Offer excludes alcohol,

tobacco products and prescriptions.
Valid: 6/14/07-7/31/07

3U3 * I

M»H>MKM»M»MMMi«MMII

Great Low Prices on items you buy every day.
Amazing Sale Prices . . . for everyone.

KING SIZE
WHITE BREAD
24 OZ.

HOMEMADE
ICE CREAM
ALL VARIETIES

NATURALLY AGED MIDWEST BEST
WHOLE BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN

BUSCH'S FAMILY PACK
FRESH GROUND
HAMBURGER
SMALLER PKGS. $!.8?L§.

FARMiNGTON HILLS
GRAND RIVER AVENUE AT DRAKE

246/427-7400

SIX MILE ROAD AT NEWBURGH
734/779-6100

PLYMOUTH/NORTHViLLE
SHELDON ROAD AT FIVE MILE

734/414-5200
/ ? "& * £fS DEW

\ A. , £ ^

Visit us at www,

••"> *:* *^
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OUR VIEWS

Board chooses,
hubbub must stop

To the surprise of absolutely no one, the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools Board of Education Tuesday
chose John Jackson to fill the open seat created by the
resignation of Mark Slavens.

Jackson was chosen over Kurt Heise and John Nichols,
both of whom had applied for an earlier opening and nei-
ther of whom apparently drew much interest from the six
board members, who voted 5-1 for Jackson.

We think Jackson will do a fine job mixing in with the
current board. He's a bright, intelligent man who has
had plenty of involvement in the district. Board members
liked him, obviously, at least in part because he was an
ardent supporter of the failed bond issues and worked
tirelessly to get the word out to voters.

John Jackson is a stand-up guy, active in the commu-
nity and in his church. As a "band parent" he's been not
only active, but a leader in one of the most active, ardent
support groups in the school district.

The uproar over Jackson's appointment was never
personal; no one thinks he's the "wrong" pick or that he
won't do well in the job. The ruckus has been more about
the manner in which his name surfaced.

He declined to run for election in May, he said because
there were two quality candidates — incumbent Mark
Slavens and Nancy Eggenberger, who were eventually
elected — whom he could support. He didn't apply for the
first opening after Slavens resigned (it went, and rightly
so, to Eggenberger).,

Jackson didn't enter the discussion until it became
apparent Heise and Nichols were going to be the only
other choices (a fourth candidate, Greg Morrison, applied
but won't be interviewed because he's out of town). Board
members don't like Heise because he's only lived in the
district a short while and he apparently hangs out with
the wrong crowd; no one is really sure why they didn't
pick Nichols.

Did board members recruit Jackson? Although admit-
ting board President Barry Simescu and Vice President
Judy Mardigian are friends, Jackson says he went to
them, not the other way around.

While we take him at his word — he's an up-front,
honest guy — we concede it's an easy leap for conspiracy
theorists to make that he was hand-picked, that the "fix
was in," as former board candidate Larry Martin put it.

No one will ever know for sure, and you won't convince
anyone on either side of the argument they're wrong.
With huge challenges ahead — replacing a superinten-
dent and shaving millions from the budget — it's time to
put the arguments away and allow the board to get down
to business.

Universities key
to state's success

The key to a strong Michigan economy is a strong sys-
tem of higher education.

Everyone agrees that for Michigan to remain competi-
tive, it needs to maintain its reputation for solid research
and teaching universities. Yet in the recent effort to bal-
ance the 2006-07 budget, Michigan's public universities
took another hit. The governor and the state Legislature
agreed to shift a scheduled $139 million August pay-
ment to state universities with a promise that it would be
repaid by Oct. 1. This followed an earlier $26 million cut
in an attempt to balance the 2007 budget

Universities have to make tuition decisions this month
and many say they can't wait for the Legislature to act.
Higher tuition rates are squeezing many prospective
students from pursuing postsecondary education at the
universities, even as the state's economic future hinges on
a highly trained workforce.

Michigan is blessed with a wide range of postsecond-
ary educational opportunities, from innovative commu-
nity colleges to excellent private liberal arts colleges to
private technical institutes. But it is the state's diverse
field of 15 state universities that offers most students the
best chance to become competent professionals and well-
rounded citizens.

But just as the need for higher education becomes more
critical, the state's budget problems are putting our state
schools in a bind. Without adequate state funding, they
must turn to their students for higher tuition and fees,
even as those students and their families are strapped by
Michigan's troubled economy.

In addition to training the next generation of leaders,
several state universities are engaged in critical research
in the social sciences, sciences and technology.

The state must make good its commitment to fund
our public universities fully and the Legislature needs to
move quickly before the universities make it cost-prohibi-
tive for many young Michigan students to attend.
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We are becoming a disgrace
I would ask that Mr. Tom Watkins

("Moore's 'Sicko' - is it just what
patient ordered?") to please point out
the section of our constitution that is
entitled "Universal Health-Care for
All," For that matter, I would appreci-
ate it if he would tell me where the rest
of the federal entitlement programs
are chartered. Oh, I also must have
missed the section where our founders
established the Federal Income Tax,
too.

The Watkins/Michael Moore vision
of America is certainly not what
Adams, Franklin, Hamilton and the
rest of the founders had in mind. I
cannot imagine their outrage to see
the bloated federal government we now
have, employing in and of itself more
people than the largest corporation in
our country. But of course the liberals
want more. They will not be satisfied
until we can rightfully call ourselves
the People's Republic of America.
What a disgrace.

G. Gordie
Canton

EMU leadership responsible
As the father of a current Eastern

Michigan University student and the
husband of an alumna of the same, I
have been following the investigation
of EMU regarding potential violations
of the Clery Act with keen interest.

While I have been appalled by the
initial results of the investigation
regarding the lack of timely release of
information, I am even more appalled
by the potential punishment.

It seems unbelievable to me that the
punishment for the university leader-
ship's violation of this law is to fine the
university or withhold federal fund-
ing. The only people punished by these
sanctions will be the students.

This type of punishment will simply
result in less money being available for
education instead of punishing those
responsible for the violation of the law.

I would ask our entire community to
use the power of your collective pens
to encourage our elected officials to
minimize the impact to the students
of Eastern Michigan University and
instead hold accountable the leader-
ship responsible for these actions.

It seems to me that fining the uni-
versity or withholding federal aid
is analogous to holding depositors
responsible for a bank robbery. It is .
time to hold the leadership of EMU
responsible and deprive them, not
the students, of their money or their
liberty to send a clear message that
violation of federal law will not be tol-
erated.

Mark Horvath
Canton

Support is tainted
Apparently there is a snowball sur-

viving in Hades, because I am writ-
ing a letter defending the Plymouth-
Canton school board fi?6m your dismal
editorial regarding the replacement of

LETTERS
Judge Slavens on the school board.

Personally, it makes no difference to
me who gets the appointment, because
the current board is going to do what-
ever it wants, and one dissenting voice
won't change their mind. Even if one
brilliant voice was appointed, I do
not believe the power structure of the
board would care.

That being said, here is my defense.
In paragraphs four-seven of your edi-
torial, logic and decency are discarded
for rumor peddling and the insinuation
of political misdeed. You report accu-
sations made by Kurt Heise and his
supporters as if they are fact. Maybe
Mr. Jackson was haridpicked, but do
we know for sure?

Mr. Heise says that a board mem- .
ber told him directly that he had no
chance because of his political associa-
tion? Which board member? If anyone
in office had the nerve to tell me that
to my face, I would definitely expose
that person. Do we really know for sure
what is going on? The answer is no.

Since we do not know for sure what
is going on, it was highly irresponsible
to print such things in your editorial.
Personally, I would not mind seeing
more political diversity on the board.

Clearly, members who are favored
by the MEA get elected, which is why
they have decided to keep elections in
May. But my personal feelings aside, it
is wrong to use space in your paper to
print political rumors, and I feel you
owe the PCCS board a very sincere and
public apology.

You know, if you had just made the
case based on Mr. Heise's votes in the
election, you would have been on fair
and firm ground. But you taint your
advocacy of him, and help him tarnish
his own reputation, by printing care-
less rumors in your editorial.

Jason Vorva
Plymouth

Fix was in
Congratulations to John Jackson

for his appointment to the Plyniouth-
Canton Community Schools Board of
Education.

As I wrote this on July 3,1 believed
the appointment was a forgone conclu-
sion. My condolences to the rest of the
candidates. You never had a chance.
Mr. Jackson is one of three foils the
board could bring forward to beat the
"appoint Heise" crowd.

Consider what Mr. Jackson brings
to the table. He ran for school board
in 2006, netting third place with over
3,300 votes (15 percent). That's more
votes, but a smaller percentage than
Kurt Heise received in this year's race
(18 percent).:

His unofficial "running mate" from
last year is a sitting trustee. That
endorsement is still posted, at http://
electsteven.com. Mr. Jackson's cam-
paign treasurer was the husband of
the current board secretary. He also
had the endorsement of the local MEA
political action committee. His resume
also includes being a past president of
the music boosters. A position that at
least one current board member has

also held.
This isn't sour grapes. I ran twice

for the position and lost twice, once to
Mr. Jackson. I'm sure he will fit in per-
fectly with the current board.

The point of this letter is to point out
the hypocrisy of those that lament that
politics is forcing its way into school
board races, and the only way to stop it
is to keep elections in May. What wor-
ries those people is the potential loss of
control of the board to those that don't
share their ideological background. ,

Tip O'Neill said, "All politics is
local." You can't get much more local
than a school board race.

Who is served most by keeping
school board elections in May? The
status quo.

What is more important to educa-
tion? A May election or busing chil-
dren? The music boosters will main-
tain their board majority and make
sure the $120,000 art coordinator
position stays around. This adminis-
trator position was added last year,
while critical teaching positions are
being cut. Meanwhile, one athletic
director has been cut, with another to
come. Local politics. Band vs. athlet-
ics. Band wins.

Who is the largest contributor in
school board races? The MEA. Local
politics.

The chairman of the Democratic
National Committee, Howard Dean,
founded Democracy for America with
the mission of supporting "socially
progressive candidates at all levels of
government — from school board to
the presidency." The local Plymouth-
Canton chapter president ran for
P-CCS school board in 2006. Local
politics.

Michiganliberal.com was ecstatic on
May 8, reveling in all their candidates
winning school board races.

These examples aren't good or bad
politics, but they are politics. Don't
pretend politics doesn't exist in school
board races. It is there. It has always
been there. It will always be there. It
is OK for politics to be there. Move the
election tp November where the true
representative voice of the people can
be heard.

Larry Martin
Plymouth Township

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:
Letters to the editor ' .
Canton Observer
794 South Main
Plymouth, Ml 48170
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QUOTABLE
"It was very humbling to think I was going to get to serve the citizens of the county of Wayne, but it was also very
exciting. Once the proceedings got going, I felt almost electrified."
- Canton's Mark Slavens discussing his June 29 swearing in ceremony as 3rd Circuit Court judge attended by
Michigan Supreme Court Justice Marilyn Keliey and former Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer :•


