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Farmer don Fraser1 s parents started Real Life Day Camp in 1948. He holds his grandson, Nathan Mafdortado, perhaps a future owner of the camp.

Learning about
life on the farm

Canton farm teaches
youngsters real-life lessons

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Don Fraser steps outside
the three-story barn, takes
a look around the area and
then cups his hands around
his mouth.

"Roll call!" he bellows to
the mass of excited young
children who then make a
mad rush to a fenced-in area
to officially begin their day
at the Real Life Farm.

Known as "Farmer Don"

by everyone on the 25-acre,
Geddes Road spread, this
is the life of Fraser and his,
wife of 27 years, "Miss Mary
Ann."

"My father started this
farm in 1948 with a sta-
tion wagon, six kids and my
mother," he proudly recalled.
"I remember asking him out
of my brothers and sisters,
"Who is going to (run the
farm later)? He told me it
would be whoever works the
hardest."

Siblings Savannah and Caden Courter make friends with one of the many
barn cats.

Well, if you want to call
carving out your dream
"work."

"To us, this is not work,"
he said. "It's a lifestyle. We
love it."

The couple, who met on
the farm in 1977 when Mary

Ann became a camp coun-
selor, welcome more than
200 children to the farm
each year to participate in
a summer camp, which has
Friday cookouts, weekly

Please see FARM, A6

Lotto luck
Canton man gets big
return on $20 play

Canton resident William
Beard played the odds with
$20 and won $2 million.

Beard, who initially won
$1,000 through a $20 Instant
game, was chosen from
among five finalists to win
the grand jackpot on June 27.

The Michigan Lottery
drawing was televised after
the International Freedom
Festival fireworks in Detroit.

Andi Brancato, Lottery
spokesperson, said Beard was
one of more than 1,000 peo-
ple that qualified for the $2

million. He, along with four
others, were later selected as
finalists.

"It's a lot of fun. for us to
be able to give winners their
prize," she said. "We are mak-
ing dreams come true."

Brancato said Beard has
yet to inform the Lottery's
administration whether he'll
walk away with a decreased
lump-sum payout or opt to
get the full amount in smaller
installments.

"A lot of people don't know
quite what to say," Brancato

William Beard of Canton wraps an arm around his wife, Aida, after
accepting his $2 million lottery prize from lottery commissioner Gary
Peters^

said. "You have a lot of
options with that kind of
money. You can invest, take a
vacation, buy a car, do home
improvements or set it aside

for retirement." To access the
Lottery's Web site visit www.
michigan.gov/lottery.

By Tiffany L. Parks

Wife back to fac
renewed charge!

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS '
STAFF WRITER

A preliminary examination
is scheduled for Monday for
the Canton woman accused of
attacking her elderly husband
inside a local restaurant.

Kelly Campbell-Baumgartner,
46, is set to appear in court on a
second set of charges stemming
from an April 22 incident inside
Max & Erma's in Canton.

Campbell-Baumgartner alleg-
edly attacked her 86-year-old
husband, William Baumgartner,
with a knife or fork while the
two were dining. Baumgartner
was a longtime Plymouth resi-
dent before marrying his wife
seven months ago and moving
to Canton.

The first round of charges ••
against Campbell-Baumgartner
were dismissed after a judge
tossed out the most serious
accusation of felonious assault
for lack of evidence. Prosecutors
then dropped the two remaining
charges and opted to regroup
and start over.

A deal was made last
month between the defense of
Campbell-Baumgartner and the
state for her to turn herself in
and face the same charges once
more.

Campbell-Baumgartner, who
pleaded guilty last year to stab-

Kelly Campbell-
Baumgartner

bing her mother
with a fork, will-
face the same
three charges
of felonious
assault, domes-
tic violence and
assault and bat-
tery.

Maria Miller,
Wayne County
Prosecutor's

Office spokesperson, has said
the state believes it has enough
evidence to move forward and
get a conviction.

Miller said it's unknown if .-
Baumgartner, who testified M-:,
his wife's previous preliminary/?
hearing, will take the stand
again.

"The prosecutor may use his
testimony from before," she •?:
said.

Witnesses to the incident
have testified that Campbell-
Baumgartner yelled at her
husband, dumped food into •
his lap and waved a sharp '
utensil near his face. After Ms
wife was escorted from the
restaurant, blood was seen on
Baumgartner's face. .

Baumgartner admitted that '
his wife had hit and pushed him
earlier that day because they
were arguing over a neighbor.

tlparks@hometownlite.com | (734) 459-270& ;

Decision nears
on school pick)

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

John Jackson has heard
all the rumors — how he was
hand-picked by Plymouth-
Canton school board members
to replace the departed Mark
Slavens and how he was prom-
ised the job if he'd apply.

Jackson, 60, said the rumors
all have exactly one thing in
common.

They aren't true.
Jackson is one of four candi-

dates being considered for the
position, created when Mark
Slavens resigned following his
appointment by Gov. Jennifer
Granholmas a 3rd Circuit
Court judge.

Jackson, head of corpo-
rate training for GMAC
Insurance, finished third in
the 2006 election, behind
Steven Sneideman and Dianne
Gonzalez. He said he didn't
run this year because "there
were two-good candidates"
— incumbent Slavens (before
he knew about the judicial
opportunity) and challenger
Nancy Eggenberger (who won

one of the two seats in the',
election).

Once Slavens resigned,
Jackson decided to get into f
application process. And the^S
idea, he said, was all his. -t^%

"I've been on boards for t%^
last 20 years.... I think I haveSj
the ability to contribute as a%>
board member and help mafesvi
tough decisions," Jackson sapfc
"I was going to run next yeagS*
but when (Slavens) resignedHI*
speeded up the clock. It's ju§t%i
sooner rather than later." -2^2

He contacted "a couple of '^
board members" to let thenv^:
know he'd be throwing his hat*
in the ring. While admitting
board President Barry Simescu
and Vice President Judy
Mardigian are friends, Jackson
said he didn't seek any sort of;̂
commitment from them, v! S?

"They have been very pro-J^..
fessional about this," S
said. "Did they say, ^
to run, we'll vote you in'? -^
No. None of that happened; tjj*
fact, it was just the opposite**^*
It was always "There are no '^J

5^
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AROUND CANTON
Women of distinction

Each year, Girl Scouts of the
Huron Valley Council (GSHVC)
honors Women of Distinction
whose professional accomplish-
ments and community service
parallel the Girl Scout purpose
of promoting leadership and
responsibility. The group is
booking for nominations of
candidates who are a positive,
active presence in the com-
munity beyond the scope of her
professional position.

To nominate a candidate,
visit www.gshvc.org and down-
load the Women of Distinction
application packet or contact
GSHVC at (734) 971-8800,
Ext. 211. Nomination dead-
line is Friday, July 20,2007.
The Women of Distinction
Award'spotlights outstanding
women who strive toward the
highest levels of personal or
professional accomplishments.
Candidates must live or work
within Livingston, Monroe,
Washtenaw or parts of western
Oakland and Wayne counties.
A past or present relation-
ship with Girl Scouting is not
a requirement. The honorees
will receive recognition dur-
ing the Women of Distinction
luncheon, Thursday, Sept. 27 at
Weber's Inn, in Ann Arbor.

Grief support group
The Sharing & Caring Coffee

Hour is an ongoing grief sup-
port group for widows and

widowers hosted by Heartland
Hospice. The group is held
from 10 -11 a.m. at Heartland
Healthcare Center located at
4701N. Lilley Road, CantonV
The focus of the group is on
the later stages of grief, with
an emphasis on learning to live
with the loss.

This group is held the first
and third Wednesday of the
month and is open to anyone
grieving the loss of a spouse.
There is no charge to attend. .
For additional information,
contact Ann Christensen,
Heartland Hospice
Bereavement Coordinator, toll-
free at (888) 973-1145.

USSA Boys World Series
The USSSA Boys World

Series, which comes to the
Canton Sports Center July 15-
22, will include 100 baseball
teams from 1Q different states.
Canton officials estimate the
tournament will attract a 2,800
patrons to the area.

The opening ceremony,
scheduled for 6 p.m. on July 15,
will officially kick off the tour-
nament followed by an All-Star
Welcome Party for all players
and visitors. The ceremony
includes the parade of teams,
the honor guard, national
anthem and official first pitch.
The ceremony is free to all
visitors. This year's ceremonial
first pitch will be thrown out
by James Wisniewski, a Canton
resident and player for the

Chicago Blackhawks.
Monday-Thursday games

will run from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., though
times are subject to change.
Admission for the tournament
for adults ages 13 years and up
is $25 weekly and $7 daily; chil-
dren 7-12 years, $20 weekly and
$5 daily; seniors 65 and up are
$20 weekly and $5 daily, while
children 6 and under and free.
For more information, visit the
Canton Sports Center Web site
at csc.canton<-mi.org for local
information and www.miusssa.
com for updated tournament
information, or call the Sports
Center at (734) 394-5350.

Corvettes at Summit
The third annual "Corvettes

at the Summit" is scheduled for
Saturday, July 14 at Canton's
Heritage Park. Presented by
Corvette Legends Club and
Canton Leisure Services with
sponsorship by Lou LaRiche
Chevrolet, the 2007 event is
expected to draw more than
100 Corvettes of all vintages for
a daylong display and car show.

Specially trained judges
will evaluate the presentation
and condition of the entries.
Trophies will be awarded to
Corvettes that meet the exact-
ing judging standards.

The show will also feature
performance tuner custom auto
body vendors, a special display

by AMOCO, radio controlled
boat demonstration, a D. J.,
food, a display of special interest
Corvettes, entertainment and
door prizes. It will culminate
in a Corvette road tour leaving
from Heritage Park at 4 p.m.

A portion of the proceeds will
be donated to SCAMP, which
operates a five-week summer
camp for children with spe-
cial needs and the non-profit
National Corvette Museum.

Show hours are 9:30 a.m. - 4
p.m. (participant registration
starts at 7:30 a.m. and closes
at 9:30 a.m.). The awards cere-
mony is scheduled for 3:30 p.m.
Admission is free for spectators.
There is a registration fee for
participants.

Chamber golf outing
The Canton Chamber of

Commerce will host its annual
golf outing on Tuesday, Aug.
14, at Fellows Creek Golf Club.
Reservations are necessary and
the deadline is July 17. This
event is open to the public, and
there are various packages
available for purchase.

• Golf for Four Package,
$550- Includes golf with cart
for four, continental breakfast,
lunch at the turn, beverages on
the course, buffet dinner, prizes
, gift package and more!

• Golf for Four Sponsorship
Package, $650- Includes golf
for four with cart and a Tee or
Green Sponsorship, continental
breakfast, lunch at the turn,
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What Will
You Do With The

Extra Money?
SIGNAGE • LOCK BOX • ADVERTISING FLYERS

LISTING DOMAIN • O P E N HOUSE SHOWINGS

H O M E MAGAZINE MLS AND WEB ADS

'PRE-QUALIFICATIONS OF BUYERS WITH IN-HOUSE LOAN

SERVICES • COMPLETION OF PAPERWORK

ORDERING OF ALL INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE WITH REAL SAVINGS

White Lake Twp.
(248) 698-3779

Km
S T A T E S

Plymouth
(248)420-1933

South Lyon
(248) 446-8751

Clarkston
(248) 625-2092

Novi
(248) 735-8300

ft \L A L I Y

Commerce Twp
(248) 684-9190

JOHNSON & JAMES
9I5S. Main • Plymouth MI 48170 • 734-455-2800

www.flatraterealtyplymouth.com
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We're Flexible!
Custom-Build a Flex Certificate
that fits your needs.

53a
5:00

Discover how easy it is to build your savings with Community

Bnancial's new insured Flex Certificate. We've set the

rate, now you dedde the term! It's that simple.

• You pick the term; from 90 days to 5 years

• Accounts insured to $350,000

• Friendly, professional service at an office near you

COMMUNITY

Call or stop by a Community Financial office, today!

(734)453-1200 www.cfcu.org

PLYMOUTH C A N T O N GANTOI* (SUMMER aoo?) NORTHVILLE NOVI
500 S. Harvey 6355 N. Canton Center 47463 Michigan Ave. 400 E. Main 43350 Arena Ejr,.

*The 5.30% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) requires an active checking account and is available on deposits of $1,000 or more with new money not currently on deposit at
Community financial. Select from any "traditional" term certificate from 90 days, tti 5 years. Rates effective 7/03/07. Rates cannot be combined with any other bonus rate offer
and are subject to change without notice. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal; fees, if any, may reduce earnings.

NCUA Your savings federally insured to at least 5100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government. ESI Your savings also privately insured up to
an additional $250,000 by Excess Share Insurance Corporation (ESI). ESI is a subsidiary of American Share Insurance. IsJ Equal Housing Lender. ©2007 Community Financial

WXYZ

'Brightest and best'
Canton's Zhe Xiang (Canton High School) and Tasneem Mohammad
(Saiem High School), from left, pose with Marry Higgins-Luthman
of Livonia, who attended Divine Child High School, and Redford's
Rachel Stuyvenberg (Redford Union High School) at WXYZ-TV/Channel
7's 28th Annual "Brightest & Best" picnic and salute to high school
seniors on May 19. The program, which has honored more than 7,000
high school seniors in its 28-year history, honored 240 students this
year for their academic achievement.

beverages on the course, buffet
dinner, prizes, gift package, sig-
nage at the course, recognition
at the dinner, and a plaque.

• Individual Golf, $150-
Includes golf with cart, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, beverages on the course,
buffet dinner, prizes, gift pack-
age, and more.

• Dinner Only, $35
If you are interested in pur-

chasing a sponsorship, con-
tact Lisa at (734) 453-4040.
Deadline for sponsorships is
July 17.

For more information, log
onto the Chamber's Web site at
www.cantonchamber.com.

Pay taxes online
Canton has partnered with

Chase Bank to offer Canton tax-
payers th,e .ability to make elec-
tronic payments through their
'Checking or saving accounts, as
well as.by using creditor debit
cards. Beginning Ju1y|| elec-
tronic payments can fe&made by
accessing the Canton;4#teb site
at www.canton-mi.org/jaxpay-
ments.

Payments made using check-
ing or savings account, corft-
nionly referred to as ACH pay-
ments, will be free of charge to
the taxpayer. The cost to process
an ACH payment is actually less

than processing a paper check,
therefore there is no need to
recover additional costs.

Payments made using credit
or debit card, however, are sub-
ject to a convenience fee of 2.49
percent added to the amount of
the payment, because credit and
debit transactions are processed
through Visa or MasterCard,
which charge a fee to the mer-
chant (Canton Township) for
using their product. This fee,
called an interchange fee, plus
a handling fee for Chase Bank,
makes up the 2.49 percent con-
venience charge.

Canton cannot assume the
cost of the fees, as the funds
would have to come from gen-
eral fund operations and this
is not viewed as an appropri-
ate use of township funds as
it benefits only some, hot all̂
of the residents. The ability to
make electronic payments is
only available online. Check atid
cash payments can still be made
at the Treasurer's Office on the
first floor of the Administration
Building. Payments can also be
mailed or placed in the 24-hour
drop box located to the right ,
of Administration Building
entrance. For more informa-
tion, or assistance, please call
the Canton Treasurer's Office at,
(734) 394-5130.

ADVERTISEMENT OF BID
Date: July 1, 2007

Owner: Charter Township of Plymouth "

Contact Name: <•,.-.Mark Lewis • '"
(734)354-3211

Project Name: Friendship Station Kitchen Renovations

Bid Due Date: Sealed proposals will be received for the
kitchen renovation of Friendship Station by
the Charter Township of Plymouth, as
Owner, until 3:00 pm on Friday, July 20,
2007 at the office of the Clerk, Plymouth
Township Hall, 9955 N. Haggerty Road,
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 at which time
and place all bids will be publicly opened
and read.

Description of Project: Tear-out existing wood cabinets and fixtures,
and renovate the kitchen per the. drawings
and specifications.

Funding for the project work is being obtained through the
Community Development Block Grant Program.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than minimum salaries •
and wages as set fourth in the Contract Documents must be paid on
this project and that the Contractor must ensure that employees
and applicants for employment are not discriminated against
because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin, in accordance
with Executive Order 11246 Equal Employment Opportunity and
Notice of Requirements for Affirmative Action to Ensure Equal
Employment Opportunity. ,

The Contractor must comply with the Davis-Bacon Act, July 2,1964
(Title 40 USC 276A), the Equal Employment Opportunity Act,
September 28, 1965 No. 11246, all United States Department of
Labor Regulations and Standards Title 29, 1, 3 and 5, and Title 18,
USC Section 874, known as "Anti-Kickback Act", and the Federal
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970. . •

The Contractor shall comply with the requirements of>the Clean
Air Act, as amended, 42 USC 1857 et seq., the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act, as amended, 33 USC 1251 et seq., and the
regulations of the Environmental Protection Agency with respect
thereto, at 40 CFR Part 15, as amended.

Plans and specifications may be examined on or after July 2, 2007
at the Plymouth Township Hall at the Office of the Clerk, 9955 N.
Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI 48170. Copies may be obtained for a
cost of $20.00 per set,

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a Certified Check in the
amount of 5% of the bid, payable to the Owner, as security for
acceptance of the Contract. A bid bond in The Michigan Standard
Form issued by an approved surety company may be furnished in
lieu of a Certified Check.

Please fax your intent to bid to Charter Township of Plymouth 734,
207 2689 Attn: Mark Lewis.

We will be bidding

Company Name: _

Yes No

JBid Category:..

Phone Number: _/Fax Number:

EstimatorsName:

Email Address:

No bidder may withdraw his proposal within 60 days after the date
set for the opening thereof.

The right is reserved by the Owner to reject any or all proposals,
either in whole or in part, and to waive any irregularities therein.

Marilyn Massengil, Clerk
Charter Township of Plymouth

Publish: July 1, 2007 OE8539277J»1!
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than just'video guysr

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

They aren't "the video guys" — they're movie
makers.

That's how Mark Salloum views his
VideoMagic Productions team.

The company, of which Salloum is the execu-
tive produc-
er, recently
moved from
downtown
Plymouth to
7990 Lilley
Road in
Canton.

The 20-
year-old
business
got its start
filming
weddings
and events
but has

broadened its repertoire to include other servic-
es such as commercials, corporate presentations
and instructional and promotional videos.

Salloum, who dreams of creating a major
motion picture, credits Martin Scorsese and
Frank Capra as two of his favorite directors.

"It's always (amusing) when someone says
'Hey, the video guys are here,'" Salloum chuck-
led. "We aren't the video guys. We're creating
feature-length films, really, that's what we're <
doing."

With a host of corporate jobs and more than
1,000 weddings under their belts, VideoMagic
doesn't use a standard formula in their filming.
The crew includes two full-time'and several
part-time producers.

Each client, Salloum said, gets personalized
treatment.

"We stay as fresh as we can by studying mov-
ies and (television shows)," he said. "If we have
two weddings on the same day, we compete

Owner: Mark Salloum

Address: 7990 Liiley Road

Phone:(734)656-5000

Web site: www.VideoMagicPro.net

VideoMagic is an award-winning

company that offers corporate,

promotional, industrial, instruc-

tional and sports videos. They also

film commercials, weddings and

other special events.

Mark Salloum recently moved his VideoMagic
Productions team from downtown Plymouth Lilley in
Canton.

with each other to see who came up with the
most clever idea or who got the best footage. We
love it."

The staff has begun viewing movies together
to drum up creativity.

"We are not cookie cutter," Salloum said,
adding that they don't add "cheesy" graphics to
their products.

VideoMagic has garnered several honors for
its work, including a Telly Award for produc-
ing a bilingual instruction video. The company
offers sports resumes for hopeful college ath-
letes to send to universities, life biographies,
memorial videos and has filmed the Detroit
Tigers Fantasy Camp for 15 years.

On the corporate side, Salloum said
VideoMagic is able to. work with customers
whose budgets range from "shoe string to sky as
the limit," He declined to release the pricing of
the company's wedding video packages.

Salloum, a married father of three, said he's
pleased with his choice to put down roots in
Canton.

"I love the area and I love the building," he
said, adding that he's excited about the future of
the business. "We want to exceed the expecta-
tions of every client."

tlparks@tiometowniife.com

(734)459-2700
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tf you've got that *c*n*i tough, can't
snasze' leakage, a 30-mSnute outpatient

with (3YNECARE TVT SBOJH
§mp it it's Severed by mcpi insurance,

your beqy wsis designed to -

to bs less invasive, and offei a quicker
f©(35vety, th$n sther pmu»durm of tt» types

Advance Urology
Hector Y. Rodriguez, M D

Levan Medical Center 15138 Levan Rd Livoni

PH: 734.779.2133
Answering Service: 303.396.0836 I
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to rie office that cares
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Do ysu have Bunions, Hammertoes, GCNIS, Oaliuses?

We Know Why And We Can Help!Treating all diabetic
wounds, uiceration & skin
infections that won't heal. NON-SURGICAL

Treatment Consult Avaiiabie

aurf|iCMl Ti\»»i.ir;rnl
oi Bunion *
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C"i' 1fir IPII *V

Pvvi-iSjcte^fiii7*'

Dr. Michael Krupic • Dr. K.D. Poss i™
Podiatric Physicians & Surgeons Of The Foot & Ankle "

LIVON& AREA Pf-rinhprai \>nronatb*n?
(Bet Miditleben& MePPimsit) 248-478-11GS * « l f l«Edl ^riUW|l*Hlj • •
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Senior Citfz&nm;
Medicare, Blue Cross/Blue

Shield & most medical plans accepted
24-hour emergency service & house calls available

LASER FOOT SURGERY " " "
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BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

The man accused of grab-
bing a woman's backside has
been arrested and is facing a
fourth-degree criminal sexual
conduct charge.

Registered sex offender
Joseph Lloyd Smith, 46, of
Inkster, was arraigned Friday
on charges he assaulted a
female shopper last month in
Target. An anonymous caller _
phoned police after spotting

surveillance
footage in con-
nection to the
incident.

"We are
always glad
when people
call if they have
a suspicion or
a gut feeling,"
said Canton
•Police Sgt. Rick

Pomorski, adding that Smith
was arrested at his apartment
without incident.

Smith

Smith, who was given a
$100,000 cash bond, has a .'"*_
preliminary exam set for July,.
20 in 35th District Court. \[

In addition to the two-yea^
CSC charge, Smith has also
been charged with being a ;
habitual offender, a felony
punishable by up to 15 years,',.
and being a sexually delin- ,,
quent person, a felony punish-"
able that carries up to year in '„,
prison.

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734)459-27.00

The Observer & Eccentric and
Mirror Newspapers are team-
ing up with Buddy's to present
"Dining With the Stars" featur-
ing Jay Towers, Shila and Bill
McAllister host of Motor City
Middays, on Live 97-1 FREE
FM.

In 1OO words or less, tell us
why you're a fan of the Motor
City Middays crew and would
like to have lunch or dinner at
Buddy's Pizza in July with the
trio from 97.1 FREE FM.

Send your fan letter to
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.
com and be sure to include your
name, address, daytime phone
number and e-mail address.
Deadline to enter the July con- .
test is 5 p.m. Tuesday, July 17.

A photograph of you and your
favorite stars will be published
in the Observer & Eccentric and
Mirror Newspapers and online
at www.hometownlife.com.

"We want our winners to
dine with their favorite stars
and feel like a star, too," says
Marcy Brontman of Buddy's
Pizza.

July winners will be treated
to alimo ride, courtesy of
Pro Tran Transportation,
makeover from Ruby Blu
Salon in Farmington Hills
and a dance exhibition cour-

4

Shila, Jay Towers and Bill McAllister

tesy of Fred Astaire Dance
Studio in Bloomfield Hills.
Other upcoming dining with
stars include August: CoCo
of WJLB-FM (97-9) and
September: Chuck Gaidica of
WDIV-TV (Channel 4).

No purchase is necessary
to enter. Buddy's Pizza will

review all entries and ' r~
select the top four "fan"
letters.

The stars featured for the
month will make the final
selection. Lunch and/or dinner
date is to be determined with •
the winner and star by Buddy's
representatives.

* • * *

* o i <

v.v a

For the banking center nearest you

call (800) 642-0039.

www.flagstar.com

rcentage Yield (APY) Is accurate as of 6/27/07. Minimum opening deposit requirement is $500 and maximum deposit is $100,000. Deposits are allowed '•)
maturity date or during the grace period. Account fees couid reduce earnings. Penalty may be imposed for early .withdrawal. Not available for public units. -,
ictions may apply. "Customer must maintain an open aid active checking account at Flagatar Bank with at least one automatic, recurring transaction ••
qualify for the Loyalty Program. "Loyalty Checking Account" rate offer cannot be combined with coupons or other special offers. O7OBO7FLG.OE - ;••
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@ THE CANTON LIBRARY
Harry Potter fans can cel-

ebrate the final book release,
Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows, with activities at the
Canton Public Library on July
21. Children, ages 8-12, can
register online for a Harry
Potter party starting at 1 p.m.
Teens can rock out to the
sounds of wizard bands Oliver
Boyd and the Rememberalls
and Tom Riddle and Friends
with door prizes and food pro-
vided, starting at 3 p.m. Check
www.cantonpl.org for more
information.

Registration is ongoing for •
summer reading. It's not too
late to get in on the fun and
get a chance at cool prizes.
July 26 is the last day to sign

NOW @ YOUR LIBRARY
• Teen Photo Journal: July

10, at 2 p.m. Register online to
make your own unique photo
journal. Teens only.

• Animanga Club: July
11, at 7 P-m. Drop in and
share your love of everything r
Animanga with other teens.
Books, movies, drawing and
discussion with teen librarian
Brad Bachelor.

• Adult Lunch and a
Book: July 12, at noon. The
Madonnas of Leningrad by
Debra Dean.

• Teen Advisory Board:
July 12, at 5-A5 p.m. Get volun-
teer credit and help shape the
future of CPL's teen services.

• Knit Nights with Anne:
July 12, at 7 p.m. Drop in knit-
ting. Bring your current proj-

ect, yarn, patterns and ideas to
share with other knitters. All
experience levels welcome

• Tween Book and Pizza
Club: July 13, at noon. Register
at the Children's Desk and pick
up a copy of Made You Look by
Diane Roberts.

• Adult Contemporary
Book Discussion: July 16,
at 7 p.m. Rules for Old Men
Waiting by Peter Pouncey.

• Teen CSI Program: July
17, at 4 p.m. Teens, get sum-
mer reading credit and learn
how to gather and evaluate
evidence to solve a crime, just
like on the popular TV shows.
Registration required.

NEW @ YOUR LIBRARY
Adult DVDs
• Bridge to Terabithia

• Rescue Me-Complete
third season

Adult Sound Recordings
• Everybody by Sea and

Cake
• Icky Thump by White

Stripes
• Sweet Warrior by

Richard Thompson

Adult Fiction
• On Kingdom Mountain

by Howard Frank Mosher
• Short Change by Patricia

Smiley
• The Cleaner by Brett

Battles

The Canton Public Library is located
at 1200 S. Canton Center. For more
information about library programs
and services, call (734) 397-0999.

G.I. Blues Festival drawing
strong advance sales

BARNETT
I S Roofing and Siding Inc. S B

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer

Dura-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner
Professional Roofer Advisory Council

Family Owned and Operated for Over 45 Years

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

REQUEST FOR A 12 YEAR INDUSTRIAL
FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR

MOLDED MATERIALS, INC.
TUESDAY, JULY 17, 2007

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: that a public hearing will be held on
Tuesday, July 17, 2007, during a regular meeting of the Board of
Trustees of the Charter Township of Plymouth to consider a request
from Molded Materials, Inc., for a 12 year Industrial Facilities
Exemption for the cost of new personal property to be purchased

'. and installed within the existing facility located at 44650 Helm
Street, Metro West Industrial Park, Plymouth Township, Wayne
County, Michigan.

The request is on file in the Clerk's Office where it is available for
public perusal during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday. Any Township'resident or member of
any taxing authority within the Township of Plymouth shall have
the right to appear and be heard. Written comments directed to the
Clerk and received prior to the date of the meeting will be
considered. Following fee public hearing the Board of Trustees may
consider the request.

The public hearing, commencing at 7:00 p.m., will be held in the
Town Hall Meeting Room at Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N.
Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan 48170, on Tuesday, July 17,

, 2007, during the regularly scheduled Board of Trustees Meeting.
• Telephone number 734-354-3224.

Marilyn Massengill, Clerk
•Charter Township of Plymouth'

Publish: July 8,2007 OE0363ESS8-2X4.5

"I always strive to provide the best possible
care to my patients knowing they have their
trust in me."

indrani Nimmagadda, MD
Internal Medicine

To make an
appointment, or for
more information
about Oakwood

South Canton Internal
Medicine, please call

734.981.1206 or

visit us on the Web at
www.oakwood.org.

Oakwood South Canton Internal Medicine,
staffed by physician Indrani Nimmagadda, MD

offers Internal Medicine services for men
and women with special focus on

geriatrics and diabetes.

She accepts most insurances.

Office hours are:
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
1 Wednesdays - 1 to 7 p.m.

Saturday hours are,available by appointment.

A free gift will be given to the first IS new
patients who bring this ail in when they

arrive for their appointment.

Oakwood South Canton Internal Medicine
42287 Cherry Kill Raad, Suite D, Canton, Michigan 48188

734.981.1206
Oakwood8

We specialize. In you."

BY DARRELLCLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Westland-based, outdoor
blues festival to benefit sol-
diers returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan is already shaping
up as a success, organizers say.

The 12-hour G.I. Blues
Festival, featuring performers
such as Detroit's own Johnnie
Bassett, The Alligators and
Sweet Claudette & Friends,
is scheduled for noon to mid-
night Saturday, Aug. 4, at the
Wayne-Ford Civic League.

"We've already sold a
couple hundred tickets," said
Scott Romp, spokesman for
Veterans Haven, a nonprofit
organization that helps area
veterans with services ranging
from housing to meals to job
searches. Veterans Haven and
The Detroit Blues Society are
presenting the concert.

The G.I. Blues Festival
already has drawn enough cor-
porate sponsors to offset costs,
meaning that organizers are
poised to make a profit, Romp
said.

"I am very optimistic," he
said. "It's already a success."

Tickets are $10. To order
them, call Veterans Haven at

(734) 728-0527- To become
involved as a corporate spon-
sor, call Romp at (734) 478-
0822. On-site parking at the
civic league, on Wayne south
of Ford, will be available for .
$5. Beer will be sold along
with food provided by Hickory
BBQ.

Romp announced the festi-
val in the spring, saying many
veterans are returning home
without the proper medical
attention and monetary ben-
efits they need. He also said
many soldiers have lost their
homes and been abandoned by
their spouses.

Soldiers returning to places
like Michigan, where jobs are
scarce, have been hit particu-
larly hard, Romp has said.

As of this week, the festival
lineup included Steve Arvey at
noon; The Carl Caballero Band
at 1:30 p.m.; The Alligators
at 3 p.m.; The Front Street
Blues Band at 4:30 p.m.; The
Eddy King Band at 6 p.m.;
Sweet Claudette & Friends
at 7:30 p.m.; The Christy
Howard Band at 9 p.m.; and
the Johnnie Bassett Band at
10:30 p.m.

dclem@hometownlife.com {(734) 953-2110

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its REGULAR
July meeting Tuesday, July 17, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at 223 S. Main
Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170.

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tape of .printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon seven (7) days notice to the -Plymouth District Library.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling
the following:

Barbara Kraft, Library Secretary
Plymouth District Library

223 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-0750
X217 '
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REGISTER NOW
For Dance Classes
Dance Classes For All Ages

Small Class Sizes - Ages 2 1/2 & Up

Convenient options to have 2 or more students
in different programs at the same time!

Complete Curriculum Tor The Fntirc Tamil)
Italic! -J i t / / - Jump Unpinu (i-hurcouruphud spmJ jumping)

Hip Mop - Modern - \ikitln - I ap - INmipmi -Pilaus - Poinic - Preschool Danci-
H:m:iiian - \ nice I \ricjl - llrcak l):incini> HILT Kiinniiii;- Musit'i'J ! ! I I*: IUT- Itallronni

Recreational, \\\ard-V\inniim Competitive & Professional Program

SUMMERTIME FUN! - CREATE YOUR OWN CLASS!
pe t 4-5 friends; You pick the time/day/subject - we'll get you a teacher!

OPEN HOUSE & FALL REGISTRATION
Every Tuesday 2-7 pan.

Register for fall before August 17 and be entered to win free classes for a yearl

Why Choose Us?
{CONTROLLED COSTS
Know what your costume will cost when you
Enroll. Find out how our parents get a FREE
Recital/Showcase ticket and do not incur tuition
increases!

SMALL CLASS SIZES
Ages 2 1/2—3; maximum 8 per class
Ages 6 & up; maximum of 12 per class

FACILITIES
Our professional dance floors reduce fatigue and
prevent injuries., Facilities include multiple lobby
areas, eatery, & study area!

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Desk staff are available during peak class times to
provide assistance in our family oriented studio.

HASSLE-FREE RECITALS
We sew and alter costumes for you—FREE. Our
year end recital/Showcases are at the luxurious.
Village Theater at Cherry Hill—close to home!
Our families receive a FREE buffet dinner and
costumes for our Winter Celebration Recital/
Showcase.

AWARDS
Every dancer is acknowledged and receives a
year end trophy or medal.

Come ask our parents why we are the
most family friendly studio in town!

CANTON PREMIERE DANCE
. & Performing Arts Center
Canton Ford Crossing Complex
5860 Canton Center Road, Suite 325

Canton, MI 48187
734-207-9774

"Look for the 'Red'Door"
Visit www.cahtonpremieredance.com

Keep Checking The Web!
New classes will be added!

SAVE!!! $10;00OFF
Fall Registration Fee

- (New students atfjyft >

iscover a More

Lome join us for our renowned Botox Express

Lunch at The Boyd Gillard Institute of Aesthetic

and Dermatologic Surgery.

Keceive your Botox in just 10 minutes and

enjoy a free lunch on us!

Thursday, July 12 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The Boyd Gillard Institute

4990 West Clark Road, Suite 200

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

For reservations please call:

734572.7500

Opace is limited. Call Today!

ihacares.com
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Good car care eauals
In an effort to help protect

water resources, Canton offi-
cials are urging residents to
practice good car care dur-
ing the month of July. When
motor fluids and dirty water
from washing cars enter
storm drains and roadside
ditches, it empties into lakes
and rivers causing pollution.

With more than four million
vehicles in southeast Michigan
it's important to practice good
car care. Following a few sim-
ple steps will maintain a clean,
well-running vehicle and pro-
tect valuable water resources

from pollution:
• Make a date: Car wash

facilities treat their dirty
water before discharging it to
our lakes and rivers. So, make
a date to take your car to the
car wash.

• Wash it on the grass: If
you wash your car at home,
consider washing it on the
lawn. Or, if you can't use the
lawn, try to direct the dirty
water towards the lawn and
away from the storm drain.

• Minimize it: Reduce the
amount of soap you use, or
wash your car with water

only.
• Maintain it: Keep your

vehicle properly tuned. Use
the owner's manual to guide
decisions about how often it's
necessary to change fluids
such as oil and antifreeze.

• Take advantage of busi-
ness expertise: Consider tak-
ing your vehicle to the shop to
have the oil and other fluids
changed. These businesses
have the ability to recycle the
used materials and clean up
accidental spills.

• Soak it up: Use kitty lit-
ter promptly to absorb small

amounts of spilled vehicle flu-
ids. Then sweep it into a bag
and throw it in the trash.

• Do it under cover:
Perform vehicle maintenance
in a well-ventilated but cov-
ered location. This minimizes
rainfall from washing those
inevitable spills and drips into
our waterways.

• Recycle: If you choose
to change your oil and other
fluids yourself, label the waste
containers. Then, take them
to your community's house- •
hold hazardous waste collec-
tion day or tq a business that

accepts used oil. Neverdump
used oil, antifreeze or other
fluids on the ground or down
the storm drain.

Canton will hold its annual
Hazardous Waste Round-up
on Saturday, Sept. 8 from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Canton
Public Works Building located
at 4847 Sheldon Road.

For year-round disposal
of oil and antifreeze, Canton
Waste Recycling, located at
42020 Van Born Road, will
accept it on scheduled Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on
scheduled Saturdays from 8

to 11 a.m.
Urging residents to prac- >

tice good car care is just one :<'
step to keeping water clean.
Additional steps include:
keeping pollution out of
storm drains; carefully stor- -
ing and disposing of house-
hold cleaners, chemicals and-
oil; cleaning up after your
pet; choosing earth-friendly
landscaping; using fertilizer ;

sparingly and caringly; and
saving water. Information on.
all these steps can be found at-
www.canton-mi.org/environ-
ment.asp.

BOARD
FROM PAGE A1

promises. '
Board members Tuesday night will

interview three of the four candidates
— Jackson and Kurt Heise and John
Nichols, both of whom were interviewed
in May to finish out Slavens' second term.
A fourth candidate, Greg Morrison of k

Plymouth, also applied, but will be out of
town on business when Tuesday's inter-
views are conducted.

Heise, head of the Wayne County
Department of Environment, is the

only one of the four who ran in the
May election; he finished third behind
Eggenberger and Slavens. Nichols initially
entered the May election, then withdrew,
but applied for the open position after
Slavens resigned.

School officials acknowledged
Morrison had told them he would be out
of town when the board conducted its
interviews.

"I have been regularly attending board
meetings for the past year," Morrison, a
graduate of the University of Michigan
who owns his own yearbook company,
Michigan Yearbooks, said via e-mail.
"With the impending retirement of Dr.
Ryan, and the severe budget cuts the

district is facing some very important
decisions in the upcoming years. I believe
I have a lot I could contribute to these
decisions. I have my ear to the ground in
the education community and that will be
quite helpful in a search for a new super-
intendent."

The interviews, conducted in a forum
format, start at 6 p.m. in the board room
at the E. J. McClendon Center on Harvey.
The board is expected to make its decision
that same night, and the newest member
will take part in his first board meeting,
also that night.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com

(734) 459-2700

BUSINESS BRIEFS
Summer art camp

D & M Studios in coop-
eration with Canton Leisure
Services will present "Way Out
West" - this year's Summer Art
Camp theme. Students will
explore and learn about the art
and artists that were influenced
by heritage, culture and nature
both past and present in the
West. D & M studios is now
taking registration for youth to
teens. Summer Art Camps will
be held at several different loca-
tions: D & M Studios at 8601
N. Lilley in Canton; Summit
on the Park at 46000 Summit
Parkway in Canton; and
Frameworks, 833 Penniman
Avenue in Plymouth. For more
information, visit the Web site
dmartstudio.com. or call D &
M Studios at (734) 453-3710.

Consulting group
anniversary

Canton-based August
Consulting Group, Inc. is

celebrating its one year anni-
versary helping small to mid-
size businesses with account-
ing, operations, and human
resources. The company was
founded in May, 2006 by Anne
Ellis, CPA, a 19-year accounting
professional with experience as
a corporate controller, financial

analyst, auditor, and buyer.
August Consulting Group
specializes in financial state-
ments and analysis, accounting
and book keeping, training for
employees in accounting and
book keeping, as well as pur-
chasing and HR. The team, led
by Ellis, can help with inven-

tory systems implementations,
physical inventory counts, and
record keeping. Industries
served include automotive,
finance, public relations/mar-
keting, industrial heating and
cooling. For more information,
visit www.augustconsulting-
group.com.

Closed For Vacation
We'll BeBack July 16th

PUCE
your settled or uneven concrete!

Save S0%-70%
with Reliable Concrete Lifting!

Jtin Hazards are a danger!
Call for more Information and

Free Estimate today!

1 1

Before \ ——-—' _ _ After
'. —"~ We Raise: " —

Driveways • Patios • Porches • Garage Floors • Sidewalks
Family Room Floors • Laundryroom Floors...etc!

Driveway Caulking Also Available!

RELIABLE CONCRETE LIFTING
Lturnsrd A Insurer!

20 S86 893 0254 Owner Not Only
Quotes the Job,

He Does the Work!

Arthritis Today
JOSEPH J, WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY

18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860

ARTHRITIS IN MULTIPLE JOINTS
If you have arthritis in many joints, with each joint needing attention, how wih your doctor

proceed?

Bilateral knee arthritis is the most common occurrence of multiple joint impairment. If both
knees require replacements, the orthopedist' usually replaces both knees at the same operation.
In turn, the best way to undertake the bilateral knee replacement is to operate on both knees at
the same time: your orthopedist replaces one knee and another orthopedist does the other knee.

The advantage to this approach is that you are under anesthesia only as long ass would be
needed for a single replacement. Also, replacing both bad knees at once makes rehabilitation
more efficient. Your regimen is not held back by having to step and bear weight half the time on
an impaired joint.

Ininstances when you have a bad shoulder or hand and a hip, knee or ankle requiring
surgery, the hand or shoulder operation comes first. The reason is that you need a good grip for
rehabilitation of a hip or knee replacement as holding on to hand rails or a walker will be a vital
part of lower limb rehabilitation.

In the leg, an ankle needing reconstruction takes precedence over a bad hip or knee. You
need reasonable ankle or foot mechanics before knee or hip motion can proceed.

With 40 years of experience in joint replacement, the orthopedic community has ample
experience in judging what joint comes first when multiple joints need replacement.

www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com

AIR CONDITIONING

OE08S39473,

Trusted Senior Home Care
We provide a responsive staff accessible

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Our Services Include:
• Non-medical Home Care
•Alzheimer's Care
• Bathing & Personal Care
• Errands & Appointments
• Housekeeping & Laundry
• Companionship
• Personalized Care in
Your Own Home

Our CareGivers are:
•Thoroughly Screened
• Insured and Bonded
• Trained and Professional
• Reliable and Caring
• Matched for Compatibility
• Flexible Scheduling

Enter to Win $5000 Free Home Care j
Home Instead Senior Care and Caring |

Today Magazine Essay Contest I
Visit ww.homeinstead. com for details. I

734-525-5300
16013 Middlebelt Road

Livonia, MI 48154
www. h om einstead. com

PI iiKe s OPEN
MON.'SAT.

9-9
SUN.

330GC Ann Arbor Rd.
Li von io

(734)464-0330 (

Your Meat & Deli
Supermarket

t.VO-v.-k

Mike's Marketplace
FANTASTIC
SAVINGS!

( Sale Starts Monday July 9th - July 15th

2 Roast Family Pack

Boneless Delmonico

PORK $

Fresh Ground Beef

CHUCK
Family Pack

USDA Se'ecT Boneless

NEW YORK $ C 9 !
STRIP STEAKS

'/ 6 Steak Value Pack

Grade A Bone In
\

\

'IT'

BREAST

Lean Meaty Pork

$149
Ib.

Lean Boneless Delicious

STEAKS

Fresh Ground Beef

SIRLOIN
Family Pack

Lean Tender Juicy Boneless

From The Deli
Fresh Sliced Lipari

TURKEY

Fresh Sliced Tender

ROAST $
REEF a ,b

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com



A6 Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, July 8,2007
www.hometownlife.com

Jessica Reichel makes friends with goats at the camp.

FARM
FROM PAGE A1

themes and camper-led plays.
With a sea of My Little

Pony and Spiderman back-
packs lined up on two wood-
en tables, some kids playfully
run in and out of the barn,
while others coo at tiny rab-
bits and some carefully hold
baby chickens.

The camp is open for kids
ages 6-14.

In between fielding busi-
ness calls, a young boy
approached Farmer Don and

ROLLING MEADOWS
COUNTS CLUB

6484 Sutton • LUhitmore lake
8 Mites Ufcst of Plymouth

Family Owned & Operated

4<MHFCttS, IBHOUS
WITH enm $100

GOOD MON.THffll fill.
UNTIL 1PM . s

734-662-5144 |
website: Golfrmcc.com §

sadly tells him it's his la
day at the farm because
signed up for other sum:
camps and has to make
for all of them,

"What am I going to d
without you here?" Farn
Don asked sincerely, to \vinuii
the boy grinned. "Be sure to
come visit us again."

The Frasers, who have
three adult children, have
recently been given the green
light to move forward with
their plans to expand another
part of the farm, the Real
Life Nursery School and
Kindergarten.

The school, which opened
its doors in 2002, accom-
modates around 135 children
and is a dream come true for
Mary Ann, a licensed educa-
tor.

"This was something we
always wanted to do so we
just said it's now or never
and we got started," she
said, adding that response
to the school was immediate
and a waiting list was soon
required. "We've been grow-
ing and growing and it's so
nice to be able to accommo-
date everyone."

The new addition, slated
to open in fall 2008, will

Mason Linden, Samantha Blashak and Dominick Martin push the merry-qo-round and see if they can make the photographer sick.

include several classrooms
and an activity room.

The couple, who not only
met and work together on the
farm, also live on its grounds.

Farmer Don jokes that the
name should be changed
to the "Real Life Romance
Ranch" because his son,
Aaron, 24, also met his bride
there.

The relaxed, family atmo-
sphere of the farm carries
over for summer campers,
who are allowed to take home
a single animal each night.
The farm has kittens, tur-
keys, pigs, horses and goats. .

"The animals end up being
work for me but she loves it
here," said Ann Arbor resi-

Pheasant Run •
Golf Club I

46500 Summit Parkway I
Canton, Ml 48188 I

(734) 3^7-6460 i
feisure.canton-mi.org I

Scenic U Challenging Course
Designed by Arthur Hills

Number of Holes 27
Par 72 • Yards 7050

Directions: 1-275 W. on Ford to
•"Canton Center (south) to Summit Pkwy (west)'

$5.00 OFF
Your Next Round

Viihd M-f nn;!"nr Sai inn altet I pm '-
Cannoi t>p iiwt.'ynerf wiih other offers \

Expires 103] 07 • 1 coupon Per Person ]

^ ^ _ ^ ^ _ _QgQSSg178O J

I

R(

LAW OFFICE

JXJliJtvl L*. JDAJ&JQXV

Attorney at Law

L Specializing in:
1 e Personal Injury
K • Medical Malpractice i
Wk • Wrongful Death 1
Wm °
WBk 44670 Ann Arbor Rd, Suite 140
• B Plymouth, MI 48170
I H B 734.455.5300 • Fax: 734.455.5301

at Plymouth Towne Apartments

Incredible Features & Amenities!

Distinct 1 & 2 bedroom apartment homes
Savory meals served in an elegant setting
Housekeeping and linen services
24 hour courtesy staff members
Exciting activity calendar
Transportation
Plus much more!

Call today fir a
complimentary
lunch and tour!

The best in
senior living

734-459-3891
107 Haggerty Rd. • Plymouth, MI 48170

www. seniorvillages. com
Professionally Managed by Senior Village Management *Cenain conditions apply.

dent Janice McKee, referring
to her 11-year-daughter,
Gwen. "This is her third sum-
mer here."

The summer camp lasts
for 11 weeks and Farmer
Don said it's always a shock
when it comes to an end after
Labor Day.

"We go from 200 kids to
silence," he said. "The week
after camp is over, we do get
sad. This is what we do."

Registration for the camp
begins in March, for more
information, log on to

reallifenurseryschool.com/
d aye amp/.

tlparks@hometownlife.com

(734)459-2700

Justin Polce catches a crayfish in the creek that runs through the camp.

* * " - •

734-

Register for fall classes before Aug. 17th and be
entered to win free dance classes for a year!

SUMMER DANCE JAM
With This Coupon. New Students Only. One Coupon Per Student.

We offer a Complete and Comprehensive

HIP HOP • JAZZ • TAP • BALLET • MODERN • LYRICAL • HAWAIIAN
MUSIC THEATER • LEAPS & TURNS • CENTRAL CITY CHEERZONE

ADULT CUSSES • ALL BOY CLASSES « PRESCHOOL CLASSES

CaU Today to Reserve your Spot in Class!
OE0853865S
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Corporations prOSP6r* I Investors need to know cost to
workers get squeezed buy, sell or hold an investment

Al Churchill

"Right to Work for Less" people at the
Mackinac Center for Public Policy and vari-
ous Chamber of Commerce are again hack-
ing at unions with policy positions that are
largely misleading. It is axiomatic with these
groups that unions are undesirable because,
in some instances, wages make them a costly
condition of employment. Unions are monop-
olistic and coercive. They should be voluntary.

In essence, they say, unions
are driving employers to
other states.

An independent study done
by the Center for Automotive
Research found that the
hourly wage of UAW mem-
bers at the end of the current
contract, including benefits
and overtime, will be around
$66 per hour. On the other
hand, aside from the burden

of health care costs, non-union transplants
have comparable costs. What is never men-
tioned by "Right to Work for Less" advocates
is productivity in the form of added value. In
the domestic automobile industry, $292,000
in value is added to production by each
employee. Compared to the average $73,000
of value added nationally, $292,000 eas-
ily justifies a paycheck that allows for a diet
beyond grits and bacon grease.

Market share loss has occurred, in part,
because there are more choices available to
consumers! It is a natural economic phenome-
non that what was once a Big Three oligarchy
will lose customers to increased competition.

Beyond that, the location of new plants has
followed the population shift to the South.
Indeed, incentives come only after a regional
site search establishes a location. Southern
states are offering incentives packages that
are 70 percent more than states with estab-
lished plants. They lean heavily to infra-
structure changes, employee screening and
recruitment rather than tax abatements. Less
competition for skilled workers, freight and
utility costs are also a primary concern. "

Union labor costs are a non-issue.
On the other hand, there are times when

monopoly and coercion are useful and
appropriate. Patent and copyright laws cre-
ate socially acceptable monopolies intended
to protect intellectual property of creative
people and groups. Without patents, there is
rip incentive for drug companies to research
Hfe-savirig^rugs. Without copyright laws,
writers would not be compensated adequately
for their creativity. These governmentally
induced monopolies are, oh my, coercive in
the same sense that law generally is coercive.
Obeying the law is not a voluntary activ-
ity. Not paying your income tax isn't going
t̂otbe greeted with an "Aw shucks" from the
Internal Revenue Service. Indeed, the intent

of American law is to create widespread fair-
ness and civility. Prohibiting monopolies and
laws that achieve that end is not good public
policy.

Ask those who favor "right to work" laws
if they would do away with legal monopolies
created by patent and copyright laws. The
answer, of course, will be "no." Then ask why
labor unions should not have the same right
to protect their members through a collective
bargaining process that removes a gigantic
imbalance of power tilted toward manage-
ment.

Contrary to what the Mackinac Center
and Chambers of Commerce say, American
citizens would benefit if more people joined
unions.

Here's why.
Comparing the "free trade" situation today

with Japan's earlier entry into America's mar-
ket, Morgan Stanley chief economist Stephan
Roach notes this distinction, "Today you have
a different situation, with profits at record
highs and the share of income going to labor
at a 40-year low... today, U.S. companies,
as seen through the lens of corporate profit-
ability, are thriving as never before while the
American workforce is increasingly isolated
in its competitive squeeze." The Economist,
perhaps the most pro-business magazine in
print, states that the United States "risks
calcifying into a European-style, class-based
society."

It is noteworthy that 42 percent of mem-
bers of the House of Representatives who left
office in 1998 became lobbyists, according to
a report by Public Citizen, 50 percent of sena-
tors, ditto. With some elected representatives
likely casting votes with an eye on their next
job, Congress is now an apprenticeship on
the way to journeyman status as financially
lucrative lobbying shops. The end result is
trade deals and other legislation that leave
America's workforce hopelessly unprotected,
while those with monopolistic copyrights and
patents have ironclad protection.

Fact is, we are in the middle of the second
Gilded Age, with an attendant disparity in
wealth and power characteristic of the first
Gilded Age.

One way to fight back is to unionize.
Unions are among the very few fighting for
people who have a cup of coffee and toast
in the morning before going to work and
contributing to America's well-being. The
alternative is to watch an American democ-
racy become a historical aberration, a pause
between the passing of a hereditary European
aristocracy to a moneyed global aristocracy.

Solidarity and strength for American work-
ing people is found only in America's unions.

Al Churchill is a retired UAW sutoworker and a resident
of Livonia.
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HFCC is focused on your needs.

We offer MORE THAN 1 0 0 FIRST-RATE
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS in business,
health care, technology, nursing, hospitality,
education, skilled trades, science1 the arts
and more. One is just right for you.

You are taught by highly-qualified, DEDICATED
INSTRUCTORS who are paid to teach,
not conduct research. Our classes are
small, with no more than 20-25 students.

Our SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS constantly
tell us they loved the personal atmosphere
at HFCC and that we helped them achieve
their dreams. See student success stories
at www.hfcc.edu/pride.

• Tuition Freeze Guarantee
• Transfer Credit Guarantee
• Expanded Online Class Offerings
• 96% of Full-Time Faculty Have a

Master's Degree or Higher
• More Than 45 Short-Term

Certificates for Long-Term
Career Impact

• Customized Corporate Training
Programs

HFCC
Henry Ford Community College

Your Best Choke. Guaranteed!

Call 1-800-585-HFCC
Visit www.hfcc.edu

E-mail enroll@hfcc.edu

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

I read your weekly column
that talks about the five tips
for picking a mutual fund.
You indicate to watch for fees.
When choosing a no-load,
no-transaction fee fund,
what wouldbe considered an
acceptable fee? What would
you suggest to be the maximum
number of funds in a portfolio
to limit the affects of fees?

First, with regard to the maxi-
mum number of funds, I do not

believe there is a
magic number.
There are so
many variables
involved when
establishing a
portfolio such
as goals and
objectives and
comfort level
that I believe it
is impossible to
say how many
funds someone

should own. For example, some-
one may not feel comfortable hav-
ing more than $10,000-$15,000
in a fund. If that's the case and if
they had $45,000 to invest, there
is no problem having four differ-
ent funds. From afee standpoint,
when you use no-load, no-trans-
actional fee funds, it is rare that
having more or less funds will
impact the fees in your portfolio.
The exception to the rule is that in
some fund companies, if you have
a large amount of money invested
in one fund, i.e. $100,000, then it
is possible to qualify for a differ-
ent class share of mutual funds
that would have a lower manage-
ment fee. The area where owning
less funds makes a difference is
when you use commission-based
funds. There are more break
points so if you invest more in
one rand, you potentially do pay a
lower commission.

As more investment oppor-
tunities arise, it does require
investors to diversify a portfolio
by adding different types of funds
into the mix. For example, adding
an international real estate fund
to provide further diversification
and take advantage of certain
opportunities is wise.

Don't focus on the number of
mutual funds in a portfolio. Aim
for a diversified and balanced

portfolio to achieve your goals
and objectives;

In regard to fees, my general
rule is total management fees of 1
percent or less. The exception is in
international and specialty funds.
In those types of funds, you typi-
cally will pay higher management
fees. For those types of funds, I
typically look for total manage-
ment fees of less than 1.5 percent.

When it comes to management
fees, I look at the bottom line
number. One ingredient is to con-
sider whether a fund has high 12-
B-l fees. These are marketing fees
that companies sometimes tack
on. If a fund charges 0.25 percent
or less on a 12-B-l fee, then it gen-
erally means the money collected
is paid back into the fund. On the
other hand, when you see high
12-B-l fees, anything over 0.25
percent, you generally know that
that money is being used for mar-
keting purposes, including addi-
tional compensation to financial
sales people.

I believe investors must always
understand the cost of an invest-
ment Know what the costs are to
buy, sell and hold. Understanding
these ingredients can make the
difference of literally tens of
thousands of dollars extra in your
portfolio. Fees do matter.
My question pertains :

to required minimum
distributions for IRAs. My
mother turns 70 on July 12,
which means she will be 70Mi
in January 200S. Does she
take her first RMD by April 15,
2008, and is that the only RMD
she will have to take hi 2008, or
does she take her first annual .
distribution by April 15.2008,
and have to take another by
Dec. 31,2008?

Unfortunately, our tax laws are
confusing and difficult which can
lead to the situation where two
qualified individuals have differ-
ent opinions as to the state of the
law.

Your mother will turn 70
next week and 70Y2 in 2008.
Technically, her first required
minimum distribution would be
by April 15,2009. The law says
that required minimum distribu-
tions are due when you are 70Mi,
however, there is an extension
of time on that due date for your

first required distribution. You;>!
are allowed to take your first ';&
required distribution by April 15^
of the year after you turn 70H. |

The downside of following tKi|
provision is that if you wait untili,
the year after you turn 70}i to ';.*;
take your minimum required dis-
tribution, then another distrabu^
tion is due by Dec. 31 of that year.
In other words, in the situation
where you delay your distribution
until April 15 of the year after you
turn 7OM, then in that year only*
you must take a double distribu™
tion.

My recommendation is to.
have your mother take her first
required minimum distribution
by Dec. 31,2008. She will not
have to take another distribution
until Dec. 31,2010. *

Senior citizens must have an *
overall game plan regarding
required minimum distributions..

Many people believe that you *
should not touch your IRA befor£
70H so that you can continue to ~
let it grow tax-deferred.

I don't necessarily agree with ""
that strategy at all times. For
example, I sometimes have some-
one begm to withdraw money
from his/her IRA when they first
retire. This may keep them from >
paying exorbitant taxes down I
the road when they must take f
distributions. Remember, money
outside the IRA grows at acapital
gains rate which is a maximum *»
of 15 percent. Money in the IRA*
does grow tax-deferred, however^
when it is withdrawn it is taxed •,
at the ordinary income bracket, >
which for most people is apprcotb;
matefy 28 percent and can be as;
high as 35 percent Therefore, ;.
sometimes deferring money only-
increases taxes. \

When someone retires, he/she;
should begin to set forth a game;
plan on how to handle a tax-
deferred account. There is no one
strategy that works for everyone.*1

The key is to have a strategy that;
works for you.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser.
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit
questions at moneymatters^hometowre
life.com. For more information visit Rick's,
Web site at www.bloomassetmanage- -'.
mentcom. You can hear'Ricfc f rorrmoon '$
to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM 0400). <
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Chase Check Card Security

CHA5E O
See your banker or Chase.com/CheckCardSecurity for details of Chase Check Card Security. *Zero Liability means that consumers are not
responsible for any unauthorized card transactions made at stores, ATMs, on the phone, or online when Chase is notified promptly. To notify
Chase of an unauthorized transaction, consumers request and complete the simple Debit Card Statement of Dispute form and return it via fax,;
malt or !n person. Chase will guarantee the deposit of the transaction amount within one business day after receipt of your completed form as
we resolve the dispute. Final credit subject to verification.
©2007 jPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC
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Loan
Programs For

Many Reasons
At Community Alliance Credit Union, you have

the Freedom To Choose one place for your lending
needs. We offer loan programs with low rates and

repayment terms to meet your budget.

New & Refinanced Loans
* New & Used Vehicles * Home Mortgages

* RVs & Boats * Home Equity

Motorcycles, Jet Skis,
ATVs

Loans

It's Easy To Apply
* Online at communityalliancecu.org
* Call our 24/7 Loan Center at 866.398.6660

Call or stop by the credit union office in Dearborn
(313.436.7090) or Livonia (734.464.8079)
Close your loan at any Service Center location
(call 800.800.9700 for a location near you).

Freedom From Payments For 90 Days**)

jt COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
EST. 1966

Main Office
1 Auto Club Drive
Dearborn, MI 48126
313.336.1534 • 800.287.0046
(North entrance ofAAA Headquarters)

CREDIT UNION

Livonia Branch
37401 Plymouth Road
Livonia, MI 48150
734.464.8079
(Corner of Newburgh & Plymouth)

communityalliancecu.org
51'$50 gas card available for new and refinanced loans for $5,000 or more. Gas card is awarded at loan disbursement, while supplies

last. You cannot refinance existing loans'at Community Alliance Credit Union. 90-day deferred payment not available for mortgages,

home equity or line-of-credit loan programs. Interest begins to accrue from the date the ban is disbursed. Offer ends August 31, 2007
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