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deplete school ran
BY TONY BRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

Sitting on the porch of her
Frankfort home overlooking
Lake Michigan, Ann Kuhn
said she "cried more tears the

, last week of school" than any-
time in recent memory.

Kuhn, a former Canton resi-
dent, retired at the end of the
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Bird Elementary Principal Jane Van Steenis was among a group of retirees in Plymouth-Canton Schools
who took more than 100 years of experience from the Plymouth-Canton as principal of Farrand
schools with them. Elementary in Plymouth

Township.
"I really had a hard time

leaving," Kuhn said. "Farrand
has a wonderful parent com-
munity, the kids are great and
the staff is unbeatable, they
are simply the best people on
earth to work with.

"The thing that was so excit-
ing for me is that I spent six
years with a lot of those kids,
and sometimes more with
their families," she added.
"I helped some of those kids
when they were babies. It's

exciting to see them grow and
their families grow. That's
the best part of being in an
elementary building."

Plymouth-Canton Schools
lost more than 100 years of
educational experience when
Kuhn and several of her col-
leagues retired at the end
of the school year. Barbara .
Rodenberg, the assistant
superintendent of instruc-
tional services, left with 24
years in the district; Ellison
Franklin, principal at West

Middle School, retired after
22 years; Peggy Brooks, prin-
cipal at Smith Elementary^ i£
gone after 111/2 years; Jarie - '
Van Steenis, Bird Elementary
principal, served P-CCS for
nine years; and Martha Giles,
the program director for Early
Childhood, served five years., .

With 30 years in educa-
tion, 22 of them in Plymouth-
Canton, Franklin has taught
at every level. However, she

Please see DISTRICT, A4

DDA concert
series to jazz
up Ford Road

BY TIFFANY I. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

When the Back in The Day Band
becomes an international house-
hold name, Kathleen Salla wants
Canton residents to be able say
they've been longtime fans of the
group and that they saw them per-
form live during the 2007 Canton
Color Tour.

Returning for a second year, the
jazz series partners the Downtown
Development Authority, Chamber
of Commerce and Leisure Services
with the FM radio station, Smooth
Jazz V98.7.

"The series features excellent
music from emerging artists," said
Salla, DDA director. "Smooth Jazz
doesn't bring out anything but
quality."

The Auburn Hills-based Back in
The Day Band is fronted by former
Detroit Lions player Larry Lee. The
nine-piece band is scheduled to
perform during the series.

The free shows are slated for
Friday nights at 7 p.m. and, with
the exception of the last show, take

Please see FORD, A2

The Canton Color Tour jazz series is
back for the second year. The series,
which is a partnership between
Canton, the Downtown Development
Authority and FM radio station,
Smooth Jazz V98.7, will run Friday
nights throughout the summer. All
shows begin at 7 p.m.
The schedule is as follows:
» The Kimmie Home Show, July 13
at Home Depot
BLaSheli Griffin, July 20at IKEA
H Larry Lee & Back in The Day Band,
July 27 at b.d.'s Mongolian BBO
• The Herble Russ Band, Aug. 3 at
Harvard Square
• Randy Scott, Aug. 10 at Canton
Corners
• John E. Lawrence and Friends,
Aug. 17 at Kohl's
• Entertainment for the Aug. 24 con-
cert at Willow Creek Center and for the
final concert on Sept. 7 at The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill have yet to be
announced.

gearing up
Potter madness

LAWRENCE MCKEE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Organizers of a Harry Potter book release party on Juiy 20 at the Village Theater are encouraging people
to come dressed as their favorite Harry Potter character.

BY TIFFANY I . PARKS
STAFF WRITER

Right up there with
President Kennedy's assassina-
tion, the Challenger explosion
and O.J. Simpson's Bronco
chase will be "Where were you
when the Deathly Hallows was
released?"

OK, maybe it won't be as
widespread as knowing exactly
where you were when the Twin
Towers fell, but legions of
giddy Harry Potter fans will
be lined up across the globe at
midnight July 21 in order to
be among the first to clutch a
copy of the much-anticipated
book between their palms.

"Harry Potter is a big deal
out there," said Sean Fletcher,
Canton L-eisure Services recre-
ation and facilities supervisor.

Fletcher said the township
is hoping to capitalize on the
frenzy surrounding the final
book in J.K. Rowling's famed
series by partnering with As
The Page Turns Bookstore to
offer a release event at The
Village Theater at Cherry Hill.

For $10, series followers can
attend a showing of Harry
Potter and the Goblet of Fire at
9:30 p.m. July 20.

The seventh edition of the'
collection, Harry Potter and ..
the Deathly Hallows, will/go
on sale for $37-05 at 12:01 a.m.
Those that attend are encour-
aged to dress as their favorite
Harry Potter character. Books
are guaranteed for people that
purchase in advance.

Nicole Jackson of As The
Page Turns said she's geared
up for the midnight rush., ,.v

"We are going to be a part of
history," she said, adding that
some fans have theorized that
Harry will be killed in this
book, while others believe that
this isn't the end of the series.
"People are pretty evenly split.
Some people think she'll come
back with another book in
five years or will create a new
adventure."

In addition to the release
event at the theater, The Book
Cellar in Plymouth is also get-
ting in on the Harry Potter
madness.

The store, located at 840 W.
Ann Arbor Trail, will be open
at midnight July 21 and will
offer the book for 20 percent
off at the door. Pre-ordered
books will get a 25-percent

Please see POTTER, A2

Slavens sworn in as 3rd Circuit judge
Former Plymouth-Canton school

board President Mark Slavens of
Canton began the month of June
garbed in a graduation cap and gown
as he proudly handed a diploma to his
son, Patrick, and other graduates of
Plymouth High School.

Slavens ended the month in a differ-
ent robe, at his own investiture cere-
mony as his family helped him don the
robe of a judge after he was sworn in as
a justice of the 3rd Circuit Court.

Many friends, his family and elected
officials gathered June 29 at the
Coleman Young Municipal Building
in Detroit to see Slavens take the oath
of office from Supreme Court Justice

Marilyn J. Kelly. Former Supreme
Court justice and mayor of Detroit,
Dennis Archer, spoke of Slavens' char-
acter and aptitude for the court,

"It was very humbling to think I was
going to get to serve the citizens of the
county of Wayne, but it was also very
exciting," Slavens said. "Once the pro-
ceedings got going, I felt almost elec-
trified. Having people like (Kelly and
Archer) saying nice things about you, it
was a pretty exciting day."

Slavens' father, the Rev. Tom Slavens,
delivered the invocation and his min-
ister, the Rev. Bryan Smith of Geneva
Presbyterian Church in Canton, gave
the benediction. -

"Thafwas very nice," Slavens said of
his father's invocation. "It was a very
emotional moment for me when he got
to do that. I thought he did a very nice
job."

Plymouth-Canton Supt. James Ryan
talked about Slavens' dedication to the
students of the district and his pursuit
of more equitable school funding.

Many other members of the judiciary
were present, including Judge Michael
Gerou of the 35th District Court in
Plymouth.

: Slavens will officiate in the Juvenile
Court Division of the Circuit Court.

Mark Slavens, with his wife Dian at
his side, places his hand on the Bible
as he is sworn in as Judge of the 3rd
Circuit Court by Chief Justice Marilyn
Kelly, Judge Michael Gerou, of the
35th District Court in Plymouth;
listens in the background. ';
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Correction

Livonia Churchill sophomore
catcher Tyler Bledsoe, a first-team
All-Observer pick in baseball, was
inadvertently omitted from the
write-up in Sunday's edition (July 1)
of the 2007 Spring Sports All-Area
Teams. Bledsoe batted .337 for the
Division 1 district champion Chargers.
"Tyler was a fixture in our lineup in
the three and four spot the entire
season," Churchill coach Ron Targosz
said. "Offensively, he led the team in
at-bats (101), hits (34) and RBI (24).
His arm strength is as good as any catcher in the league. The good thing for
us is that he is only a sophomore, so if he continues to improve, then there is
no telling how good Tyler could become in the next two years."

USSA Boys World Series Chamber golf outing
The USSSA Boys World

Series, which comes to the
Canton Sports Center July 15-
22, M011 include 100 baseball
teams from 10 different states.
Canton officials estimate the
tournament will attract a
2,800 patrons to the area.

The opening ceremony,
scheduled for 6 p.m. on July
15, will officially kick off the
tournament followed by an
All-Star Welcome Party for
all players and visitors. The
ceremony includes the parade
of teams, the honor guard,
national anthem and official
first pitch. The ceremony
is free to all visitors. This
year's ceremonial first pitch
will be thrown out by James
Wisniewski, a Canton resi-
dent and defenseman for the
Chicago Blackhawks.

Monday-Thursday games
will run from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., though
times are subject to change.
Admission for the tourna-
ment for adults ages 13 years
and up is $25 weekly and $7
daily; children 7-12 years, $20
weekly and $5 daily; seniors
65 and up are $20 weekly and
$5 daily, while children 6 and
under and free.

For more information, visit
the Canton Sports Center Web
site at csc.canton-mi.org for
local information and www.
miusssa.com for updated
tournament information, or
call the Sports Center at (734)
394-5350.

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce will host its annual
golf outing on Tuesday, Aug.
14, at Fellows Creek Golf Club.
Reservations are necessary
and the deadline is July 17-
This event is open to the pub-
lic, and there are various pack-
ages available for purchase.

• Golf for Four Package,
$550- Includes golf with cart
for four, continental breakfast,
lunch at the turn, beverages
on the course, buffet dinner,
prizes, gift package and more!

» Golf for Four Sponsorship
Package, $650- Includes golf
for four with cart and a Tee
or Green Sponsorship, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, beverages on the course,
buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, signage at the course,
recognition at the dinner, and
a plaque.

• Individual Golf, $150-
Includes golf with cart, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, beverages on the course,
buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, and more.

• Dinner Only, $35
If you are interested in pur-

chasing a sponsorship, con-
tact Lisa at (734) 453-4040.
Deadline for sponsorships is
July 17.

For more information, log
onto the Chamber's Web site at
www.cantonchamber.com.

Spring bug hunt
Results of the Friends of the

Rouge (FOTR) 2007 Spring
Bug Hunt indicate good diver-
sity in the headwaters of the

Lower Rouge River in Canton.
Twice a year, teams of vol-

unteers visit sites throughout
the Rouge River watershed
and search for benthic macro-
invertebrates (aquatic insects).
The presence or absence of
these streambed creatures
reflects the quality of the
water and habitat. Each site is
given a quality score which is
determined by weighing each
type and number of organisms
found. A higher proportion
of sensitive organisms such
as mayflies and caddisflies,
results in a higher score. The
quality score is then given a
rating from "poor" to "excel-
lent". In addition to the quality
and rating, the number of taxa
is calculated. Taxa represent
the number of different fami-
lies of organisms, like quality,
a higher number of taxa indi-
cates a healthier site.

This spring six sites were
sampled along the lower
branch of the Rouge River,
which flows through Canton.
The results are as follows;

• Fellows Creek: All three
Fellows Creek sites received
"fair" scores with 10-13 taxa
identified. The site near Ford
and Ridge roads identified a
few stoneflies and two types
of caddisflies and mayflies,
which are indicators of good
water quality.

• Fowler Creek: The head-
waters of Fowler Creek near
Prospect and Cherry Hill
roads received an "excellent"
score by continuing to show
great diversity with 21 taxa
identified. Stoneflies, mayflies
and four different types of
caddisflies were all identified
at this site. After examining
the specimens collected, biolo-
gist Bruce McCulloch discov-
ered a new species of caddisfly
that FOTR had yet to see in
the Rouge.

Further downstream on
Fowler Creek at Geddes Road,
scored "good" with 17 taxa
identified which included
mayflies and two types of cad-
disflies. According to FOTR,
these scores are encouraging
and much higher than previ-
ous years.

• Lower Rouge River: Site
located at Cherry Hill and
Napier roads had a "fair" score

with 11 taxa identified.
To learn what you can do to

help keep the township's water
resources clean, visit www.
canton-mi.org/environment.
asp.

To read a complete copy of
the Spring Bug Hunt report
visit www.therouge.org, and
look under Programs/ Public
Involvement/ Volunteer
Benthic Monitoring. The
Spring Bug Hunt was co-
sponsored by Friends of the
Rouge, Rouge communi-
ties, and the Sub-watershed
Advisory Groups, and sup-
ported^ in part, by a grant
from the Rouge River National
Wet Weather Demonstration
Project.

Pay taxes online
Canton has partnered

with Chase Bank to offer
Canton taxpayers the ability
to make electronic payments,
through their checking or
saving accounts, as well as by
using credit or debit cards.
Beginning July 1, electronic
payments can be made by
accessing the Canton Web site
at www.canton-mi.org/tax-
payments.

Payments made using
checking or savings account,
commonly referred to as
ACH payments, will be free
of charge to the taxpayer. The
cost to process an ACH pay-
ment is actually less than pro-
cessing a paper check, there-
fore there is no Heed to recover
additional costs.

Payments made using
credit or debit card, however,
are subject to a convenience
fee of 2.49 percent added to
the amount of the payment,
because credit and debit trans-
actions are processed through
Visa or MasterCard, which
charge a fee to the merchant
(Canton Township) for using
their product. This fee, called
an interchange fee, plus a
handling fee for Chase Bank,
makes up the 2.49 percent
convenience charge.

Canton cannot assume the
cost of the fees, as the funds
would have to come from gen-
eral fund operations and this
is not viewed as an appropri-
ate use of township funds as it
benefits only some, not all, of

Aft

Top honors
The Salem High School varsity Rockettes dance team received
top honors at the Universal Dance Association Camp at Oakland
University June 22-25. The team earned first place in home routine,
as weli as the Superior Trophy, Drill Down Team Award, Spirit Stick,
Rock Star Award, and Team Full Out Award.

the residents.
The ability to make electron-

ic payments is only available
online. Check and cash pay-
ments can still be made at the
Treasurer's Office on the first
floor of the. Administration
Building. Payments can also
be mailed or placed in the
24-hour drop box located to
the right of Administration
Building entrance.

For more information, or
assistance, please call the
Canton Treasurer's Office at
(734) 394-5130.

Mitochondrial disease
fund-raiser

Ladies Workout Express
in Canton is hosting a Hula
Hoop contest/fund-raiser
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturday July 14 to benefit the
United Mitochondrial Disease
Foundation.

The event is to honor the
memory of Sean Mackenzie
Clark, a Canton boy who lost
his battle to mitochondrial
disease last year.

Sean was 8 years old when
he passed away on March 21,
2006 due to complications of
his disease. There are many
other children still suffering
from this disease who are
fighting for their lives and
need your help. If you would
like to sponsor a contestant or

would like to raise money by
entering this contest please
contact Ladies Workout
Express at 6541 Canton Center
Road in Canton, or call (734)
254-0030 for more details.
Ladies Workout Express is
located off Canton Center
Road between Ford and.
Warren roads.

To learn more about
Mitochondrial disease please
see the United Mitochondrial
Disease Foundation Web site
at www.umdf.org. Donations
can be made out to U.M.D.F.
and are tax deductible.
Approximately 4,000 children
each year are born with mito-
chondrial disease. Out of the
4,000 children born each year
half of those die within the
first year of their lives. Their
life expectancy ranges from
zero to 12 years of age.

'Carousel' auditions
Spotlight Players is hold-

ing auditions for Carousel,
Monday, July 16 and Tuesday,
July 17, at The Village Theater,
50400 Cherry Hill Road in
Canton. Registration begins at
6:30 p.m.

Please use the back stage
door entrance. For all audi-
tions please bring a non-
returnable photo and a
resume.

For more information, visit
www.spotlightplayers.net.

SUMMER HAPPENINGS AT 5IVE RESTAURANT

VISIT 5IVE
If

STAURANT FOR HAPPY HOUR, MARTIN!
MONDAY OR CARiBOEAN NIGHT AND

ON YOUR FOOD PURCHASE.

LOCATED WITHIN THE IHH AT ST. JOHN'S
44045 FIVE MILE ROAD AT SHELDON ROAD

IN PLYMOUTH
734/357-5700

WWW.THEINNATSTJOHHS.COM
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Canton police need help identifying this man, who allegedly touched a
woman's backside at Target.

Cops looking for
Target assailant

Canton police are asking for
help in identifying a man who
touched a woman's backside
while she was shoe shopping in
Target on June 19.

The incident was captured
by the Ford Road store's sur-
.veillance cameras.

Canton Sgt. Rick Pomorski
said the woman reported the

assault to the security team
at the store who then called
police.

If apprehended, the man
could be charged with fourth-
degree criminal sexual con-
duct, and receive a two-year
prison sentence.

By Tiffany L. Parks
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place along the Ford Road
strip.

Sheila Landis & the
Brazilian Love Affair will
perform Friday at the Canton
Wal-Mart.

"Last year went really well
and we've had a lot of feed-
back asking if we were doing
the concerts again this year,"
Salla said, adding that the
series could become the DDA's
signature event. "It's a family-
friendly atmosphere. The kids
can dance near the stage and
some people with SUVs tail-
gated with refreshments and
dinner. It's a relaxed setting."

Last year's crowds averaged
between 150 to 200 people.

The tour's schedule includes
The Kimmie Home Show
on July 13 at Home Depot;
LaShell Griffin on July 20
at IKEA; Larry Lee & Back
in The Day Band on July 27
at b.d.'s Mongolian BBQ; the
Herbie Russ Band on Aug. 3 at
Harvard Square; Randy Scott
on Aug. 10 at Canton Corners;
and John E. Lawrence and
Friends on Aug. 17 at Kohl's.

Entertainment for the Aug.
24 concert at Willow Creek
Center and for the final con-
cert on Sept. 7 at The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill have
yet to be announced.

For more information, call
the DDAat (734) 394-5186.

POTTER
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discount.
"We've had about 200 pfe-

orders and I expect to sell the
majority of theni that night,"
Book Cellar owner Bashar
Salame said. "I equate the final
book to the (final episode of)
The Sopranos. Everyone is
speculating about how it will
end and are drawing their own
conclusions."

Get on the ball.

The store will pepper its
late-night hours with refresh-
ments and prizes for best cos-
tumes.

"A lot of people want the
book as soon as possible, so we
will be open," Salame said.

To purchase tickets for the
event at the Village Theater,
call (734) 394-5460 or log on
to www.canton-mi.org/villag-
etheater.

tiparks@hometownlife.com
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Long Lasting Toys That
Inspire Creative Play &

Good Old Fashioned Fun!

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115

•

Mon-Sat 10-5:30, Thu 10-8:30

WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

Thank You for tetting us showcase the iook of our new
metal roof system in your community. You can still be
part of our pilot program and have the opportunity •

to have a Lifetime Erie Metal Roof.

If your home qualifies for our pilot home program, we
wift definitely make it worth your while. You will also

have access to our special low interest financing
and have no payments for 12 months.

'An Erie Metal Roofing System will provide your home with
unsurpassed beauty and protection guaranteed! j

Don't miss this opportunity to save!
INQUIRE TODAY TO SEE IF YOUR HOME QUALIFIES!-

1-800-952-3743
www.ErieMetaIRoofs.com

Township honors boy who saved drowning friend
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

STAFF WRITER

From Zachary Lazanja's perspec-
tive, he was just helping a friend.
End of story.

But to those around him, the 8-
year-old is a hero.

Zachary rescued his soccer buddy,
Aiden Hurley, also 8, from the bot-
tom of his grandmother's pool June
2 after he suffered a seizure. The
Township Board recognized his
quick thinking and bravery last
week.

Both boys sat near their parents
at the meeting. They were accompa-
nied by a group of other small boys
who whispered to each other, lightly
swung their legs back and forth and
giggled.

Beth Hurley, Aiden's mother,
gave Zachary a sweet smile before
he was handed a certificate by
Canton Township Trustee Melissa
McLaughlin.

"This still chokes me up," said
Hurley, who performed CPR on her
son after Zachary brought him to
the water's surface. 'It's still amaz-
ing and their friendship is cemented
forever."

In typical childlike fashion, the
two boys spoke only a few words
about the incident during the board

meeting but laughed and chatted
with each other in the administra- ,
tion building's foyer.

Aiden, who had never had a
seizure before the incident, is on
restriction for the summer. If it's hot-
ter than 75 degrees, he must remain
indoors.

"They are doing a lot of tests on
him trying to figure out what hap-
pened but the restriction has been
hard on him," Hurley said. "He's an
outdoor boy."

Fire Chief Mike Rorabacher con-
gratulated Zachary for helping Aiden
arid added that he will be honored
again next year at the department's
annual awards ceremony.

"Given the nature of the incident
and their ages, we thought it was
important to recognize them in a
timely manner," he said.

Despite the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident, Hurley said
some good has come out of the
ordeal.

As the only person at the pool that
day who knew CPR, Hurley said the
consequences could have been tragic
if she didn't know the proceduie. As
a result, she's prompted her church,
St. Thomas a'Becket, to host a "safety
day" later this year.

tlparks@hometownlife.com

Canton Township Trustee Melissa McLaughlin presented
Zachary Lazanja, 8, a certificate last week honoring his
heroism for rescuing friend Aiden Hurley (right) from •
drowning in his grandmother's pool on June 2.
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Bosch opens S37M research facility
. BY BRAD KADRICK
I- STAFF WRITER

?X,:- When officials for Robert
Bosch Corp., LLC broke
ground on the company's
$37.5 million, 225,000-
square-foot research and
development facility in

,-Plymouth Township 19
; .months ago, they had to have
; the ceremony beneath a tent
"with a portable heater blaz-
>ing.
/:•• No such precautions were

<•. J necessary last week, when
n:,officials gathered again to

celebrate the facility's grand
eopening. The sun was blazing,
: temperatures were warm and
-.tthe smiles were wide as com-
ipany and local officials cut
. the ribbon.

. "•. "We ope"n this building and
what it represents ... roots and
our commitment to south-

-, east Michigan," Bosch CEO
. Peter Marks said. "It will help
- us to achieve our long-term
planned growth in North

•-: America."
The center, located at Five

Mile and Haggerty, houses
Bosch's research and develop-
ment, as well as engineering
space for the company's elec-
trical drives, starter motors
and generators and automo-
tive electronics divisions.
. While the company didn't
create any new jobs, officials
did move some 450 associates
from its Farmington Hills
complex.

And Plymouth Township
officials are happy to have
them.

"It's great for the eco-
nomic posture of Michigan,"

Bosch CFO Rich Kirschner (from left), Bosch CEO Peter Marks, MEDC vice president Jeff Mason, Wayne County
Executive Robert Ficano and Plymouth Township Supervisor Richard Resume cut the ribbon for the grand opening of
Bosch's new Plymouth Township research center.

Shila, Jay Towers and Bill McAllister

Plymouth Township
Supervisor Richard Reaume
said. "When they make a com-
mitment like that, it shows
their long-term commitment
to the state.

"For Plymouth Township,
these workers will spend
money locally and hopefully
begin to look locally for hous-
ing. That's the encouraging
thing for us."

Wayne County Executive^
Robert Ficano extolled the
virtues of the county as a hub
for research and development,
particularly in the automotive

industry.
"We realize it's a global

economy and companies such
as yours have their choice (of
locations)," Ficano said.

"You chose here, and we
appreciate it. We respect the
commitment Bosch has made
here."

For its new facility, Bosch
received several pieces of art-
work from students at nearby
Farrand Elementary,
with whom Marks said Bosch
had formed a partnership.
Bosch, Marks said, would
fund field trips for Farrand

students to the Detroit
Science Center.

Bosch also dedicated
30 acres of its Plymouth
Township property to be a
nature conservancy, meaning
neither Bosch, nor potential
buyers should Bosch decide to
sell the property, can develop
that 30 acres.

"That's the kind of neighbor
you like to have move into
your community," Reaume
said.

bkadrich@hometownSife.com
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan will accept
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, July
24,2007 for the following:

CANTON RELIEF SEWER PROJECT - PHASE I
LOWER ROUGE RELIEF SEWER

Work to include: 8 acre Clearing and Grubbing, 4,000 L.F.
42-inch Sanitary Sewer, 3,500 ton Gravel Access Path,
150 each Tree Planting, 300 Live Twig Planting,
Restoration, and related Work.

Contract Documents may be examined at the following locations:
Charter Township of Canton Engineering Dept. , 1150 South
Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan 48188-1699 McGraw Hill
Construction - Dodge, Plan Room, 20475 Woodingham Drive,
Detroit, Michigan 48221-1260; Construction Association of
Michigan, 43636 Woodward, P.O. Box .3204, Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan 48302; Reed Construction Data, Electronic Plan Room,
(www.reedepr.com); Construction News Service, 1773 RW Berends
Drive S.W., Wyoming, MI 49519; and Wade Trim Associates, Inc.,
25251 Northline Road, Taylor, Michigan 48180.

Copies thereof for bidding purposes may be obtained at the office(s)
of Wade Trim Associates Inc., 25251Northline Road, Taylor,
Michigan 48180, starting on Wednesday, June 27, 2007, upon
making a payment of fifty ($50.00) Dollars if picked up or sixty-five
($65.00) Dollars if mailed (checks or money orders only - payable to
Wade Trim, no cash), none of which will be refunded.

Each Proposal shall be accompanied by a certified check, cashier's
check, money order, or bid bond, in the amount of at least five (5)
percent of the amount bid, drawn payable to the Charter Township
of Canton as security for the proper execution of the Agreement.

All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked
with the Project Name, Bidder's name, address and telephone
number, and the date and time of bid opening.

A mandatory prebid meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday,
July 10, 2007 at Canton DPW Building, 4847 Sheldon Road,
Canton, Michigan. Representatives of OWNER and ENGINEER
will be present to discuss the Project. Bidders are required to
attend the prebid meeting.

The deadline for questions regarding the Project is Friday, July 13,
2007.

The Charter Township of Canton reserves the right to accept or
reject any or" all bids and to waive any informality in any bids
should it consider same to be in its best interest. The Township
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of
services.

Bids may not be withdrawn for the period of 60 days after date of
receiving bids.

All inquiries shall be directed to Mark Schobert or Steve
Kalinowski, Wade Trim (734) 947-9700.

Terry G. Bennett, Clerk

Publish: June 28 & July 5,2007

Meet and eat with crew
of Motor City Middays

The Observer & Eccentric
and Mirror Newspapers are
teaming up with Buddy's to
present "Dining With the
Stars" featuring Jay Towers,
Shila and Bill McAllister host
of Motor City Middays, on Live
97.1 FREE FM.

In 1OO words or less, tell us
why you're a fan of the Motor
City Middays crew and would
like to have lunch or dinner at
Buddy's Pizza in July with the
trio from 97-1 FREE FM.

Send your fan letter to
BuddysDiningStars @gmail.
com and be sure to include your

name, address, daytime phone
number and e-mail address.
Deadline to enter the July
contest is 5 p.m. Tuesday, July
17.

Winner receives a limo ride
A photograph of you and

your favorite stars will be
published in the Observer
£2 Eccentric and Mirror
Newspapers and online at
www.hometownlife.com.

Other upcoming dining
with stars include August:
CoCo of WJLB-FM (97-9) and
September: Chuck Gaidica of
WDIV-TV (Channel 4).

DISTRICT
FROM PAGE A1

admits middle school has been
her favorite.

"Having been at all levels,
I've really enjoyed the unique
characteristics of the emerging
adolescent," Franklin
said. "I love middle school
because they're in an impor-
tant transition in their life
and they really need adults to
influence their decision-mak-
ing. It's really critical at middle
school."

There are several educa-
tors and administrators
who are on emeritus status,
retired but hired as contract

employees for a year or two
without benefits, which helps
the district with the transi-
tion to new leadership. They
include Jerry Ostoin, Salem
High School principal, 32
years; Marsha Hoff, East
Middle School principal, 311/2
years; Sharon Strean, Salem
assistant principal, 30 years;
Carolyn Anulewicz, Salem
assistant principal, 29 years;
Jan Gooding, Salem assistant
principal, nearly seven years;
Mike Bee, Plymouth High
School principal, six years; Jim
Ryan, P-CCS superintendent,
six years; Cassandra Smith,
Canton High School principal,
five years; and Ron Gooding,
Plymouth assistant principal,

NOTICE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

2007 SUMMER TAXES

Summer taxes are due July 1, 2007 and payable through August
10, 2007 without penalty. Additional information appears on the
reverse side of your tax statement. MAKE ALL CHECKS
PAYABLE TO: CITY OF PLYMOUTH. Payments can be made at
City Hall during regular business hours, Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. at the Treasurer's office. After hours, payments can be
placed in the DROP BOX located in the Church Street lobby of City
Hall or use the DROP BOX located next to the book return behind
the Library.

Teresa Cl^hke, CPFA
City Treasure-*

Publish: July 1 & 5, 2007 0E06E38S11 -2.2.6

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
CharterTownship of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road

Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Publish: July 5,2007
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
AROUND TOWN

Genealogical society
The Livingston County Genealogical
Society meets 7 p.m., July 12, at the
Hamburg Historical Museum, 7225
Stone, Hamburg. A member of trre
Hamburg HistoricakS6ci|ty mil talk
about the history rathe Jfamburg
area and a visit to im museum. The
public is invited. For.wiore(informa-
tion, call MargaretM)) 227-7745.

Academic Pathways preschool
Academic Pathways Cooperative .
Preschool, at 30330 kfbolefaft
in Livonia, offers ciasseiTuesda.y •
and Thursday morning^fbr ^year-
olds, and Monday, Wedheidayiand
Friday mornings for 4-yeas|olcls. r

Kindergarten readiness da^s1 will
meet afternoons, Monday; j | Friday.
Potty training not requir^|734)
459-6689 or visit academicpathways.
tripod.com. ; •;

Blood drive
Divine Savior Catholic Cftgrch Will.. •
hold an American Red Cross blood
drive 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, Jyly 22,
at the church, 39375 Joy, west of Hix,
in Westiand. Walk-ins are welcome or
donors can call (734) 455-3620 and
ieave their name. • \ •

Mercy scholarships
Mercy High School is granting
$170,600 in scholarship money to
students for the 2007-08 school year.
Ten full-tuition scholarships from the
Sisters of Mercy and 19 named schol-
arships are being awarded along with
$20,000 in scholarships provided
by the Mercy Alumnae Association.
Scholarships are awarded based on
applications and student-written
essays. For information on donating
to the Mercy High School Tuition
Assistance Fund, or establishing a
new named Mercy scholarship, con-
tact Director of Development Nadine
Maynard at njmaynard@mhsmi.org or
call (248) 093-3538.

Travel clinics
When traveling tea foreign country,
a vaccination and travel consulta-
tion could be just as important as
a passport. From diseases you may
have already heard of such as hepa-
titis, to the more exotic illnesses !ike
Japanese encephalitis, Visiting Nurse
Association of Southeast Michigan's
TravelWise Travel Clinic can provide
the vaccinations and information you
need to consider. This new service
from VNA provides inoculations for
many common diseases including
influenza, pneumonia, meningitis,
tetanus and diphtheria, in addition to
vaccinations specific to your travel
destinations such as hepatitis A and
B and typhoid. Additionally, VNA is
a certified provider of the yellow
fever vaccine, in order to prepare for
VNA's-travel consultation, indivJdu-

• V

Scholarship winner
Salem High School senior Sarah Bugosh, here with New Liberty Bank
president Bob Krupka, was selected as the first recipient of the New Liberty
Bank Scholarship. Bugosh was chosen for. "her outstanding commitment
t.o community." Bugosh held a 4.07 GPA, was involved in gymnastics,
was chapter president ;of Health Occupations Students of America and
volunteers at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital. Bugosh will attend Wayne State
University in the fall and plans to be a pediatrician.

als should bring their anticipated
travel dates, itinerary and lodging -
plans. Past immunization records
and a list of allergies and current
medications will also heip. For
appointments, cost.on-site clinics
and general information, contact the
VNA TraveiWise Travel Clinic at (248)
967-8755 or visit www.vna.org.

Heartland Hospice
Heartland Hospice, located in
Southfield and serving the tri-county
area, is looking for caring and com-
passionate individuals to register for
volunteer training. Eveningand day-
time classes are available for anyone '
interested in being a support person
for clients and their families during
their end-of-life journey. Office sup-
port is also needed. To register, cafl
Mary, (800) 770-9859.

Register for St. Genevieve School
St. Genevieve Catholic School is
accepting applications for the
2007-08 school year. The school,
preschool'through eighth grade,
is accredited by the Michigan
Association of Nonpubiic Schools. '
It's at 28933 Jamison in Livonia, east
of Middiebelt, south of Five Mile,
and offers full academic curriculum,
full- and half-day preschool and
kindergarten, extended-day program
before and after school, CYO pro-
gram and more. (734) 425-4420.

Waste to Watts
The Ann Arbor Hands-on Museum has
extended the Waste to Watts exhibi-
tion through summer of 2007 due
to popular demand. Waste to Watts

shows how new environmentally
friendly technology can turn our
trash into electricity. Developed by
Landfill Energy Systems of Wixom,
Michigan, this one-of-a-kind exhibit
demonstrates how methane gas
recovery from landfills can be used
as an alternative energy source,
ultimately reducing our dependency
on other fuels. Hours are 10 a.nvto 5
p.m. Monday-Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday. For information, visit www.
aahom.org or call (734) 995-5439.

Card party/luncheon
Victoria Chapter 11290, OES, Livonia
Masonic Temple hosts a card party/
luncheon noon to 3 p.m. the second
Tuesday of each month. Admission is
$6; event features table prizes and
door prizes. The temple is located at
27705 W. Seven Mile in Livonia. For
more information, call (734} 459-
6063.

Hospice training
Heartland Hospice is looking
for caring and dedicated people
with an interest in serving termi-
nally ill patients and their families in
Washtenaw, western Wayne, Monroe
and Livingston counties. Volunteers
provide a variety of services includ-
ing companionship, light housekeep-
ing, errand running, grief support
and clerical services. For more.infor-
mation, contact volunteer coordina-
tor Candice Jones, (888) 973-1145.

Literacy Council tutors
The Community Literacy Council
(CLC) is looking for volunteer tutors
in Western Wayne County to help .

adults improve their reading, writing
and communication skills. The CLC
will provide training to interested
volunteers. Previous experience or
a bachelor's degree ts riot requfrett. •
The council will provide free training
and materials, and then match you •
with an adult student in your area.
Cal! (734) 416-4906 for more informa-
tion-.

Toastmasters meet
Do you haye.a fear of public speak-
ing? Do yduneed to dp presenta-
tions at work and don't Know- where

.•' to stgrt? Or are you terrified of
' triethought of standing in front Y .

ofa.group of people to present ' '•'
that report? If you answered-"yes" '-
to any of these questions, then ' . •
Toastmasters is for you! Canton
Communicators Club meets every
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at the Canton
Coney Island on Lilley, just south
of Joy, in the Golden Gate Plaza.'
For additional information, contact
Bonnie at (734) 646-2237. ... '

Grief support
New Hope Center for Grief Support
is a Christian-based bereavement
outreach and resource center
located in Northville. Age appropri-
ate groups for widows and widowers
are provided in various locations
in southeastern Michigan including
groups for young widows and widow-
ers and their children between the
ages of 4 through the teen years.
Groups for parents who have lost
a child, adults who have lost a par-
ent, pet loss, and other specialized
groups are offered at various times
of the year. All services for adults
and children are offered at no cost'
to the participants. If you are griev-
ing or know someone who is, please
call the office at (248) 348-0115 for
further information about services
provided by New Hope Center for
Grief Support, or visit www.newhope-
center.net.

Post Polio Clinic
Easily fatigued? New, inexplicable
physical complaints? History of para-
lytic or non-paralytic polio? Contact
the Post Polio Clinic, 13850 E. 12 Mile,
Warren, or call (586) 778-4505. The
clinic sponsors support group meet-
ings the fourth Saturday of every
month (March through October) at
4328 Livernois in Troy. For more
information, you can also call (734)
765-8384.

CLUBS
Rotary A.M.

The Plymouth Rotary Club of
Plymouth A.M. meets at 7 a.m. every
Tuesday at the Plymouth Cultural
Center, 525 Farmer. New members
are always welcome. Contact Beth
Stewart, president, Rotary Club of

Plymouth A.M., by calling (734) 420-
4094.

Canton Newcomers
The Canton Newcomers meet the

' first .Wednesday ofeach month
(September-May) for an adult eve-

. ning of socializing; a speaker or an
activity. Additionally, the group hosts
more than20 events during the
month including Book Club, Bunko,
Playgroups, .Creative Kids, Ladies
Day and Night Out.Scrapbookittg,
Walking and many more. Remjest a
complimentary .newsletter iit ca.nton-

. newcom.ers.org or call Jennifer at
(734).981-17!5.'Vou;dont have,to be
"new'(to'beaNewcomef] - -

Kiwanis Club
The Plymouth-Canton Kiwanis Club
meets every Tuesday atT:15 a.m.

-at the Plymouth Cultural Center on
Farmer. The Club invites you to their
morning meetings to discusscommu-
nity projects and activities. Be part
of the solution and not just a specta-
tor. For more information, call (734)
981-0460 or see the Web site (www.
pckiwanis.org).

Plymouth Newcomers
Plymouth Newcomers & Neighbors
playgroups for children ages 0-5
meet several times during the week
at member homes and occasional
special events. Come meet new
parents while your kids meet their
own new friends! For details, contact
Janet Keller at (734) 451-1840 or
robertplusjanet@aol.com

Fibromyalgia/Chronic Fatigue
The Great Lakes Fibromyalgia
and Chronic Fatigue Syndrome
Association will meet 1-3 p.m. on
the first Thursday of each month at
Merriman Road Baptist Church on
Merriman south of Ford. There will be
a guest speaker at each meeting and
a variety of topics will be covered.
There is no membership fee but a
small donation will be accepted. For
information call Lucy Rowley 734-
462-1768

MOPS meet
• MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)

meets twice monthly from
September-May, for moms and their
children, newborn-kindergarten, at
Lakepointe Bible Church in Plymouth
Township. For more information, call
Crystal Johnson, (734) 459-1861.

Mosaic
MOSAIC is a group where Moms
come together to be refreshed and
equipped for the important task of
mothering. It presents speakers on
child and family issues, has small-
group discussion time, crafts and
brunch. Child care is provided. It
meets at Plymouth Baptist Church,
42021 Ann Arbor Trail, on the first
and third. Tuesday mornings of each

month, September to May. Contact
Resha at (734) 207-0658 or resha@
juno.com

Moms Club
Moms Club of Uvonia-S/Plymouth,
Canton and Westiand offers a variety
of activities for stay-at-home moms
and their children. For more details,
call Birthe at (734) 458-8143 or
Klmberly at (248) 231-6120.

DAR
The Sarah Ann Cochrane Chapter-
Daughters of the American
Revolution meets the.third Monday
of each month except January, July
and August. A group with ancestors
who fought in American Revolution.
Members participate in community
work involving veterans' hospitals,
schools and community service: Call
(734) 420-2775 for further informa-
tion.

German/American Club of Plymouth
Meets on the third Thursday of the
month at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, located at 39100 Schoofcraft
Road, Plymouth. Call Mary Ann at
(734) 420-0857 for further informa-
tion.

American Legion
• Beasley-Zalesny Post 112 meets at
the I.O.O.F. Hall on the third Monday
of each month at 7:30 p.m. All vet-
erans that served during any of the
wars are eligible. Contact (734) 459-
7324 for further information.
• The Plymouth American Legion
Passage-Gayde Post #391 conducts
its monthly meeting the second
Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m.
at the Plymouth Knights of Columbus
Hall on Mill (next to the railroad
tracks) in Plymouth Township. All
interested military veterans should
contact Commander Mike O'Malley,
(734) 459-7890, for more informa-
tion.

Women's Farm and Garden Club-
Plymouth

Meets every second Monday of each
month from September through
June. Persons interested in joining
may contact club president Linda
Coughlin at (734) 459-7478.

Plymouth-Canton Civitan Club
Looking for energetic new members
to participate in community service .
projects. This club meets the first
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.
at the Plymouth Salvation Army
Building on Main Street. The third
Thursday is a dinner meeting with a
speaker. Call (734) 981-7259 for fur-
ther information:

Mothers & More
The Wayne County chapter of ;
Mothers S More meets twice a month
in Plymouth. Call (866) 841-9140\ Ext.
4329, or visit Web site mothersand-
more63@onebox.com.

@ THE CANTON LIBRARY

Harry Potter fans can cel-
ebrate the final book release,
Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows, with activities at the
Canton Public Library on July
21. Children, ages 8-12, can
register online for a Harry
Potter party starting at 1 p.m.
Teens can rock out to the
sounds of wizard bands Oliver
Boyd and the Rememberalls
and Tom Riddle and Friends
with door prizes and food pro-
vided, starting at 3 p.m. Check
www.cantonpl.org for more
information.

Registration is ongoing for
summer reading. It's not too
late to get in on the fun and
get a chance at cool prizes.
July 26 is the last day to sign
up.

NOW 9 YOUR LIBRARY
• Teen Photo Journal: July

10, at 2 p.m. Register online to
make your own unique photo
journal. Teens only.

• Animanga Club: July
11, at 7 p.m. Drop in and

share your love of everything
Animanga with other teens.
Books, movies, drawing and
discussion with teen librarian
Brad Bachelor.

• Adult Lunch and a
Book: July 12, at noon. The
Madonnas ofLeningradby
Debra Dean.

• Teen Advisory Board:
July 12, at 5:45 p.m. Get volun-
teer credit and help shape the
future of CPL's teen services.

• Knit Nights with Anne:
July 12, at 7 P-m. Drop in knit-
ting. Bring your current proj-
ect, yarn, patterns and ideas to
share with other knitters. AH
experience levels welcome

• Tween Book and Pizza
Club: July 13, at noon. Register
at the Children's Desk and pick
up a copy of Made You Look by
Diane Roberts.

• Adult Contemporary
Book Discussion: July 16,
at 7 p.m. Rules for Old Men
Waiting by Peter Pouncey.

• Teen CSI Program: July
17, at 4 p.m. Teens, get sum-

mer reading credit and learn
how to gather and evaluate
evidence to solve a crime, just
like on the popular TV shows.
Registration required.

NEW <f> YOUR LIBRARY
Adult DVDs
• Bridge to Terabithia
• Rescue Me-Complete

third season

Adult Sound Recordings
• Everybody by Sea and

Cake
• Icky Thump by White

Stripes
• Sweet Warrior by

Richard Thompson

Adult Fiction
• On Kingdom Mountain

by Howard Frank Mosher
• Short Change by Patricia

Smiley
• The Cleaner by Brett

Battles

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton

"

tor II* Summer!
Xowr hmr Hiose words

I'm Bored" ogpin this summer.
X II.IM; vour S i»rfi niomli I.muh membership

bci\\t(/njul\ I - hil\ *l lor.i

20% discount
.i1* w i l l .is l.imiK Inn \)M k <>l h v j l t h np.s '

1 Resident Non-Resideni
Months

Was $175 „ Was $350

8140 NOW $280
Was $330

$
Was $660

NOW $528

.,-4*
For more information call

734/394-5460
The Summit on the Park

46000 Summit Parkway
Canton, MI 48187

. leisure.canton-mi.org

L t r n r into
Central City bmce Center
for B I G Summer Fun!

Qualified, Professional Teaching Skiff
www.centralcitydance.com

8004 Sheldon Center Road
Canton, Ml 48187

734-459-0400
^ 5 Week Summer

Dance Jam
Juty Wth'Auq. 9th

Fall Registration
July 25-Sept 5th

Register for fall classes before Aug. 17th and be
entered to win free dance classes for a year!

m
-r] SUMMER DANCE JAM
J J With This Coupon. New Students Only. One Coupon Per Student.

We offer a Complete and Comprehensive
Curriculum for the Entire Family:

HIP HOP • JAZZ • TAP • BALLET • MODERN • LYRICAL • HAWAIIAN
MUSIC THEATER • LEAPS & TURNS • CENTRAL CITY CHEERZONE

ADULT CLASSES • ALL BOY CLASSES • PRESCHOOL CLASSES

Call Today to Reserve \lour Spot in Class!
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Charter Township of Canton Board Proceedings -
*-. June 26, 2007
*;& regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township
Jpf Canton was held Tuesday, June 26,2007, at 1150 Canton Center S.
Supervisor Yack called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. and led the

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Roll Call Members Present:
Bennett, Caccamo, Kirchgatter, McLaughlin, Yaek, Zarbo Members
Absent: LaJoy Staff Present: Director Eva, Director-Faas, Mike
Rorabacher Staff Absent: Executive Director Santomauro, Director
Conklin Adoption of Agenda Motion by Bennett, supported by
Zarbo to approve the agenda as amended adding approval of June 19,
2007 Board Study minutes and removing Consent Calendar Item 4.
Second Reading of Amendment to the Code of Ordinances Part I,
Chapter 74 Entitled "Utilities", Article II, Division 2, Subdivision II

''entitled "Rates and Charges", Section 74-81, 74-82, and 74-83 and
fJ -move to the General Calendar as Item 3A. remove Consent Calendar
:Item 5. Second Reading of Amendment to the Code of Ordinances,
^Chapter 74 Entitled "Utilities", Article III Sewer Use and Industrial
,Waste Pre-Treatment Requirements for Uters Discharging to Detroit

, Water and Sewerage Department Sewage Treatment Plant to the
General Calendar as Item 3B and remove Consent Calendar Item 6.
Second Reading of Amendment to the Code of Ordinances, Part 1,
Chapter 74 Entitled "Utilities", Article V, Entitled Installation and
Maintenance of Grease Interceptors" to the General Calendar as Item
3C. Motion carried by all members present. Approval of Minutes
Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter to approve the Board
Study Minutes for May 29, 2007. Motion carried by all members
present. Motion by Bennett, supported by Zarbo to approve the Board
Minutes for June 12, 2007. Motion carried by all members present.
Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter to approve the Board
Study Minutes for June 19, 2007. -Motion carried by all members
present. RECOGNITION: 1. RECOGNITION OF ZACHARY
LAZANJA, Motion by Bennett, supported by Zarbo to adopt the
resolution recognizing Zachary Lazanja. Motion carried by all
members present. CONSENT CALENDAR; Item 1. SET PUBLIC
HEARING DATE FOR THE DURCON LABORATORY TOPS
INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE.
(SUPERVISOR) Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter to set
the public hearing for July 17, 2007, to consider the Industrial
Facilities Exemption application of Durcon Laboratory Tops, Inc. for
personal property at their facility located at 8464 Ronda Drive.
Motion carried by all members present. Item 2. APPROVE
SPECIAL EVENT STATUS FOR CANTON LEISURE
SERVICES/DDA EVENTS. (CLS) Motion by Bennett, supported by
Kirchgatter to approve the special event status for Canton Leisure
Services and DDA events occurring July 7 - September 30, 2007.
Motion carried by alLmembers present. Item 3. CONSIDER

OWNERSHIP TRANSFER OF DRAINAGE EASEMENT FROM
CANTON TOWNSHIP TO WAYNE COUNTY FOR TAX
NUMBER 071-020-99-0009-000. (MSD) Motion by Bennett,
supported by Kirchgatter to approve the transfer of-ownership of the
drainage easement from the.-Charter Township of Canton to the
County of Wayne for Tax Number 71-020-99-0009-000, and authorize
the Township Supervisor and Clerk to sign the document, assignment
of permanent easement. Motion carried by all members present.
GENERAL CALENDAR: Item 1. CONSIDER AZIZI REZONING
REQUEST. (MSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to
adopt the resolution for rezoning request of Mr. Jahan Azizi. Motion
carried by all members present. Item 2. CONSIDER SPECIAL
LAND USE REQUEST AND SITE PLAN FOR REAL LIFE
NURSERY SCHOOL ADDITION. (MSD) Motion by Bennett,
supported by McLaughlin to adopt the resolution for special use and
site plan for Real Life Nursery addition. Motion carried by all
members present. Item 3. CONSIDER REPLACEMENT OF
COSTCO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (WALMART)
AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL FOR WAL-MART
SUPERCENTER. (MSD) Motion by Bennett', supported by Zarbo to
adopt the resolution for planned development and site plan for Wal-
Mart Supercenter. Motion carried by all members present. Item 3A.
SECOND READING OF AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, PART I, CHAPTER 74 ENTITLED
"UTILITIES", ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2, SUBDIVISION II
ENTITLED "RATES AND CHARGES", SECTIONS 74-81, 74-82
AND 74-88. (MSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Zarbo to remove
from the table the AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OP
ORDINANCES, PART I, CHAPTER 74 ENTITLED "UTILITIES",
ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2, SUBDIVISION II ENTITLED "RATES
AND CHARGES", SECTIONS 74-81, 74-82 AND 74-83 with
publication of July 5, 2007 and effective date of July 11, 2007. Motion
carried by all members present. Motion by Bennett, supported by
McLaughlin to approve the AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, PART I, CHAPTER 74 ENTITLED "UTILITIES",
ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2, SUBDIVISION II ENTITLED "RATES
AND CHARGES", SECTIONS 74-81, 74-82 AND 74-83 with
publication Of July 5, 2007 and effective date of July 11, 2007. Motion
carried by all members present. STATE OF MICHIGAN, COUNTY
OF WAYNE, CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, SUMMARY
OF ORDINANCE CHATTER 74 UTILITIES AMENDMENT TO
THE SEWER USE ORDINANCE SETTING WATER CHARGES,
SEWER CHARGES AND THE SCHEDULE OF RATES AND
CHARGES AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CHARTER
TOWNSHIP OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART I,
CHAPTER 74 ENTITLED "UTILITIES", ARTICLE II,
DIVISION 2, SUBDIVISION II ENTITLED RATES AND
CHARGES, SECTIONS 74-81, WATER CHARGES GENERALLY,
SECTION 74-82, SEWER CHARGES GENERALLY AND
SECTION 74-83, SCHEDULE OF RATES AND CHARGES;
PROVIDING FOR CONSUMPTION RATES, TAP SIZES,
CLASSES OF WATER AND SEWER ACCOUNTS, SEWAGE
TREATMENT RATES, MINIMUM SEWER BILLS,
INSPECTION FEES, SPECIAL STORM SEWER PROJECTS,
AND ESTABLISHING THE SCHEDULES OR RATES AND
CHARGES APPLICABLE THERETO? PROVIDING FOR THE
SAVINGS OF ALL PENDING PROCEEDINGS AND THE
BALANCE OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR
VIOLATION AND PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR THE
REPEAL OF ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND PARTS
OF ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FO& PUBLICATION AND
EFFECTIVE DATE. THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ORDAINS: SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO SUBDIVISION II
RATES AND CHARGES. Ordinance Chapter 74 is hereby adopted
to amend Part I, Chapter 74, Article II, Division 2, Subdivision II
Rates and Charges to read as follows: Sec. 74-81. Water charges
generally. This section provides for consumption rates, water system
equity charge, connection charge, front footage charge, tap and meter
charge, water construction charge, water connection, tap sizes for
multi-unit dwellings, fire lines, duplexes, attached condominiums
development service, classes of water and sewer accounts, Sec. 74-82.
Sewer charges generally. This section provides for sewage
treatment rates, minimum sewer bills, sewer system equity 'rates,
minimum inspection fee, special storm sewer projects, sewer finance
obligations. Sec. 74-83. Schedule of rates and charges. This
section provides for consumption rates, tap and meter charges, water
system equity charges, water construction charges, water front
footage charges, fire line meter systems, treatment rate charges,
wastewater cost of service charges, minimum sewage disposal bills,
sewer front footage charges, sewer connection charges, sewer lead
inspection fees, industrial waste charge (IWC) rates, and industrial
surcharge rates.

SECTION 3. SAVINGS OF ALL PENDING PROCEEDINGS
AND BALANCE OF THE ORDINANCE. This section provides that
adoption of this Ordinance does not affect proceedings, prosecutions
for violation of law, penalties and matured rights and duties in effect
before the effective date of this Ordinance. SECTION 4.
VIOLATION AND PENALTY, This section provides that any person
or entity that violates any provision of this Ordinance may, upon
conviction, be fined not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for not
more than ninety (90) days, or both, in the discretion of the Court.
SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY. This section provides that any
unenforceable section can be severed from the rest of the Ordinance.
SECTION 6. CONSTRUCTION OF ORDINANCE. This section
"provides that this Ordinance shall be liberally construed in such
manner as to best effectuate its purpose. SECTION 7. REPEAL OF
CONFLICTING SECTIONS. This section provides that portions of
the-Code of Ordinances, Part I, Chapter 74 are hereby repealed only
to the extent necessary to give this amendatory Ordinance full force
and effect. SECTION 8. PUBLICATION. This section provides that
the Clerk of the Charter Township of Canton shall cause this
Ordinance to be published in the manner required by law. SECTION
9. EFFECTIVE DATE. This section provides that this Ordinance, as
amended, shall take full force and effect upon publication as required
by law. Copies of the complete text of this. Ordinance are available at
the office of the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center
Road, Canton, Michigan 48188 during regular business hours. Item
3B. SECOND READING OF AMENDMENT TO THE CODE

OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 74 ENTITLED "UTILITIES",
ARTICLE III SEWER USE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTE PRE-
TREATMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR USERS DISCHARGING
TO DETROIT WATER AND SEWERAGE DEPARTMENT
SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT. (MSD) Motion by Bennett,
supported by Zarbo to remove from the table the Amendment to the
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 74 entitled "Utilities", Article III, Sewer
Use and Industrial Waste Pretreatment Requirements for Users
Discharging to Detroit Water and Sewerage Department Sewage
Treatment Plant with publication and effective date of July 5, 2007.

Motion carried by all members present Motion by Bennett, supported
by Kirchgatter to approve the Amendment to the Code of Ordinances,
Chapter 74 entitled "Utilities", Article III, Sewer Use and Industrial
Waste Pretreatment Requirements for Users Discharging,to.Detroit
Water and Sewerage Department Sewage Treatment Plant with
publication and effective date of July 5, 2007. Motion carried by all
members present. STATE OF MICHIGAN, COUNTY OF WAYNE,
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, AMENDMENT TO
WATER AND SEWER SYSTEM ORDINANCE, SUMMARY OF
ORDINANCE CHAPTER 74 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE III OF ORDINANCE CHAPTER 74 OF THE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON; PROVIDING FOR
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR MAINTENANCE AND
OPERATION OF THE WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS;
PROVIDING FOR USE FACTOR SCHEDULES, TRANSITION
RULES, INDUSTRIAL WASTE CONTROL CHARGES,
INDUSTRIAL WASTE SURCHARGE AND INDUSTRIAL
WASTE PRETKEATMENTj PROVIDING FOR DISCHARGE
PROHIBITIONS AND WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMITS;
PROVIDING FOR MONITORING FACILITIES, INSPECTION,
SAMPLING, AND RECORD KEEPING, ENFORCEMENT;,
PROVIDING FOR DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY;
PROVIDING FOR COMPLIANCE WITH NPDES PERMITS;
PROVIDING FOR RATE APPEALS, WATER AND SEWER
APPLICATIONS, BILLINGS, ENFORCEMENT, INTERIOR
METERS, EXTERIOR METERS, CONNECTIONS TO THE
SYSTEM, A SUMP PUMP COLLECTION SYSTEM, AND
WATER CONSERVATION DEVICES; PROVIDING FOR
REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY OF UNENFORCEABLE PROVISIONS;
PROVIDING FOR PRESERVATION OF EXISTING CHARGES,
RATES AND ENFORCEMENT ACTION(S); PROVIDING FOR
PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE. THE CHARTER
TOWNSHIP OF CANTON ORDAINS: SECTION 1.
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE.

Article III of the Water and Sewer Ordinance, Ordinance Chapter 74,
is amended to read as follows: ARTICLE III, SEWER USE AND
INDUSTRIAL WASTE PRETREATMENT REQUIREMENTS
FOR USERS DISCHARGING TO DETROIT WATER AND
SEWERAGE DEPARTMENT SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT
74.161. - 74.175 and Appendices A, B and C. Industrial Waste
Surcharge and Industrial Waste Pretreatment - Discharge to Detroit
Water and Sewer Department. This Article provides for an industrial
waste pretreatment program for discharges to the Detroit Water and
Sewer Department, a delegation of authority to the DWSD,
definitions, discharge prohibitions, fees, waste water discharge
permits, monitoring facilities, inspection, sampling, record-keeping,
confidentiality of certain information, statutes, laws, regulations,
enforcement and appeal procedure. SECTION 2. VIOLATION AND
PENALTY. This section provides that any person or entity that
violates any provision of this Ordinance may, upon conviction, be;

fined not more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars or imprisoned
not more than Ninety (90) days, or both, in the discretion of the court.
SECTION 3. REPEAL. This section provides that all Ordinances or
parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed only to
the extent necessary.to give this Ordinance full force and effect.
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. This Section provides that any
unenforceable section can be severed from the rest of the Ordinance.
SECTION 5. SAVINGS CLAUSE. This Section provides that
adoption of this Ordinance does not affect proceedings, prosecutions
for violation of law, penalties and matured rights and duties in effect
before the effective date of this Ordinance. SECTION 6.
PUBLICATION. This section provides that the Clerk for the Charter
•Township of Canton shall cause this Ordinance to be published in the
manner required by law. SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE .DATE. This
section provides that this Ordinance, as amended, shall take full force
and effect upon publication as required by law. Copies of the complete
text of this Ordinance are available at the office of the Charter
Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan
48188, during regular business hours. Item 3C. SECOND
READING OF AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, PART 1, CHAPTER 74 ENTITLED
"UTILITIES", ARTICLE V, ENTITLED "INSTALLATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF GREASE INTERCEPTORS". (MSD)
Motion by Bennett, supported by Zarbo to remove from the table the
Amendment to the Code of Ordinances, Part 1, Chapter 74 entitled
"Utilities", Article V entitled "Installation and Maintenance of Grease •
Interceptors" with publication and effective date of July 5, 2007.
Motion carried by all members present Motion by Bennett, supported
by McLaughlin to approve the Amendment to the Code of Ordinances,
Part 1, Chapter 74 entitled "Utilities", Article V entitled "Installation
and Maintenance of Grease Interceptors" with publication and
effective date of July 5, 2007. Motion carried by all members present.
STATE OF MICHIGAN, COUNTY OF WAYNE, CHARTER
TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
CHAPTER 74 ORDINANCE TO GOVERN THE INSTALLATION
AND MAINTENANCE OF GREASE INTERCEPTORS AND
PROHIBITING DISCHARGE A$ ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON CODE OF
ORDINANCES BY ADDING AN ARTICLE V, INSTALLATION
AND MAINTENANCE OF GREASE INTERCEPTORS TO
CHAPTER 74, UTILITIES; PROVIDING FOR REGULATIONS
FOR THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF GREASE
INTERCEPTORS, EMERGENCY MEASURES AND
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR FATS, OILS AND GREASE
DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR
REPEAL; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING
FOR PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE. THE CHARTER
TOWNSHIP OF CANTON ORDAINS; The Charter Township of
Canton hereby adds Article V to Chapter 74 Utilities,-to read as'
follows; SECTION 1. Article V. Installation and Maintenance of
Grease Interceptors; Discharge Prohibitions. Sec. 74-358.
Definitions. This section,, provides for the definition of grease
interceptor. Sec. 74-359. Design and standards. This section provides
for the design and performance of grease interceptors. Sec. 74-360.
Discharge prohibitions. This section provides that no non-domestic
user shall discharge wastewater such that the concentration of fat, oil
and/or .grease in a grab sample that exceeds 100 mg/I. Sec- 74-361.
Requirement regarding installation and maintenance. This section
provides for the requirements regarding installation and
maintenance of grease interceptors. Sec. 74-362. Requirement for
testing. This section provides that the operators of existing and new'
establishments with grease interceptors shall be responsible for
testing and independent certification. Sec. 74-363. Periodic clean out.
This section provides for periodic clean outs of grease interceptors.
Sec. 74-364. Posting of maintenance and repair log. This section
provides that all facilities having a grease interceptor must post a
maintenance and repair log. Sec. 74-365. Violations and penalties.
This section provides for violations and penalties of an establishment
who violates this ordinance. Sec. 74-366. Interim and emergency
measures. This section creates new obligations, time periods fees and
costs for establishing compliance with this ordinance. SECTION 2.
SEVERABILITY. This section, provides that any unenforceable
section can be severed from the rest of the Ordinance. SECTION 3.
REPEAL. This section provides that all Ordinances or parts of
Ordinances in conflict herewith are. hereby repealed only to the extent
necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.
SECTION 4. SAVINGS CLAUSE. This section provides that
adoption of this Ordinance does not affect proceedings, prosecutions
for violation of law, penalties and matured rights and duties in effect
before the effective date of this Ordinance. SECTION 5.
PUBLICATION. This section provides that the Clerk for the Charter
Township of Canton shall cause this Ordinance to be published in the
manner required by law. SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This
section provides that this Ordinance shall take full force and effect
upon publication as required by law. Copies of the complete text of
this Ordinance are available at the office of the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan during
regular business hours. Item 4. BUDGET AMENDMENT - DRUG
FORFEITURES. (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by
McLaughlin to approve the following budget amendment to Police
FY2007 to complete the federal requirement to spend $51,622
received in October 3, 2005 to be used on drug enforcement
communications, equipment, and training: Increase Revenues:
Forfeitures - Drug Enforcement 207 000 655 0000 $ 5 1 , 6 2 2 ,

Increase Appropriations: Drug Enforcement Program 207 301 744
0000 $51,622. This budget amendment increase the police fund
budget from $14, 765,677. to $14,817,299. Motion carried by all
members present. Item 5. BUDGET AMENDMENT - OVERTIME
FIRS! (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter to approve
the following budget' transfer to cover fire overtime for 2007:
Decrease Appropriations Fire Sworn Salaries 206 336 704 0000
($300,000) Increase Appropriations Fire Overtime 206 336 708
0000 $300,000. This, budget amendment will neither increase nor
decrease Fire Fund Budget 2007. Motion carried by all members
present. OTHER: There will.be no study session on July 3, 2007.
The next Board Meeting will be on July 10, 2007 at 7:00 at the
Administration Building, Board Office, 1150 Canton Center S.
Canton, Michigan, 48188. ADJOURN: Motion by Zarbo, supported
by Bennett to adjourn at 8:06 p.m. Motion carried by all members
present. - Thomas J. Yaek, Supervisor - Terry G. Bennett, Clerk -

Copies of the complete text of the Board Mirtutes are available at the office of the Charter
Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Rd, Canton, MI 48188, during regular business
hours and can also be accessed through our web site www.canton-mi.org after Board
Approval.
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Accounting scholarship the t o P t e n t h of their college.
Albion merit scholarship

Albion College is awarding
merit scholarships to several
local students, .in recognition
of their superior academic
achievements and their poten-
tial for collegiate excellence.

Sarah Anthony received a
Webster Scholarship worth
$11,500 per year. ',.= / .

Sarah Anthony will be a
first-year:student and intends
to seek a major in history. She
is the daughter of Daniel and*
Nancy Anthony of Canton and
a graduate of Canton High
SchooL *

Marie Galante received a
Presidential Scholarship worth
$13,000 and a Roscoe Sleight
Scholarship worth $2,000 per
year. Galante will be a first-
year student and intends to
seek a major in mathematics.
She is the daughter of Ignatius
and Cheryl Galante of Canton
and a graduate of Canton High
School. . ,

Erin Miller received a
Presidential Scholarship
worth $13,000 per year. Miller
will be a first-year student
and intends to participation
in the Carl A. Gerstacker
Liberal Arts Program in
Professional Management.
She is the daughter of Thomas
and Karen Miller of Canton
and a graduate of Plymouth
Christian Academy.

Sarah Rauch received a
Webster Scholarship worth
$11,500 per year. She will be a
first-year student and intends
to seek a major in art. She
is the daughter of Michael
Rauch of Wyandotte and Karla
Brauer of Canton and a gradu-
ate of Lutheran High School.

Patrick Slavens received a
Briton Award worth $10,500
per year. He will be a first-year
student and intends to seek a
major in international stud-
ies. He is the son of Mark and
Dian Slavens of Canton and
a graduate of Plymouth High
School. ; !

The Michigan Accountancy
Foundation (MAF), a non-
profit organization that pro-
motes excellence in accounting

education,
recently
selected 25
Michigan col-
lege students
as recipients of
its MAF Fifth/
Graduate Year

Matera Scholarship.
Canton resi-
dent Jennifer

Matera, a student at Michigan
State University, earned one of
the scholarships.

Recipients of the MAF Fifth/
Graduate Year Scholarship will
receive $4,000 each for a com-
bined total of $100,000 to help
fund their fifth/graduate year
of college.

Established in 1961, MAF is
affiliated with the Michigan
Association of Certified Public
Accountants (MACPA) and
assists accounting students by
helping to fund their college
education and by providing
resources to college educators.

WSU graduate
Heather L. Campbell of

Canton has earned her mas-
ter's of library and informa-
tion science from Wayne State
University this spring. She
previously received a bachelor
of fine arts degree from the
School of Visual Arts, New
York City in 2005.

NMU Dean's List
The following Canton

residents niade the Northern
Michigan University Dean's
List for the Winter 2007
semester: Ashley E. Olson,
who qualified with a 4.0 grade
point average, and Joe D.
Kowal, who had a grade point
average above 3.25.

Duke honors
Tiffany Lynn Labon of

Canton made the Dean's List
with distinction at Duke
University for the Spring 2007
semester. This student was
among 1,417 students who
achieved that honor.

To make the dean's list,
a student must rank in the
top third of their college; for
Dean's List with distinction,

Get on the bad.
Read today's

Cornerstone Dean's List
Jenna McCurry of Canton

made the Dean's List for the
spring semester at Cornerstone
University. Students must earn
a minimum 3.5 grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale) to earn
this honorary placement.

coverage!

MAYFLOWER TOWING
1179 STARKWEATHER
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170

(734)459-0053
NOTICE OF SALE

The following vehicles will be sold at Public Auction for cash to
satisfy lien pursuant to F.S. 713.78 On July 12,2007 at 10:00 a.m.

VEHICLE
1990 Ford
1993 Dodge
1992 Hyundai
1991 Honda
1993 Toyota
1993 GMC
1995 Chrysler
1989 Toyota
1997 Pontiac
1984 Chevrolet
Pontiac

Publish: July 5,2007

Tempo GL (White
Caravan Base
Excel Base (Blue)
Civic DX (Red)
Tercel Base (White)
Safari Cargo Base
Cirrus (Purple)
Celica (Black)
Grand Am (Green)
S10 (Red)
Sunfire (Red)

V.I.N.
2FAPP36X1LB165421
2B4GH25K1PR188103
KMHVD12J6NU153645
2HGED6453MH568300
JT2EL46SXF0297536
1GTDM19Z9PB515915
1CET56H25N596428
JT55T62K2H2133522
1G2NW12T1VC706989
1CCDT14B1E2153508
1G2JB1247W7584955

EXTRA SPACE STORAGE
Notice is hereby given that on July .16, 2007, Tate & Co.
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra Space Storage, will
be offering for sale under the judicial lien process by public auction,
the following storage units. The goods to be sold are generally
described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be cash
only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any and all
bids. The sale will be at the following location: EXTRA SPACE
STORAGE, 6729 N CANTON CENTER RD., CANTON, MI 48187
AT 12:30 PM.

Francis Stringfellow B24 10x15

Francis Stringfellow D148 10x20

Publish: July 6 & 12,2007

75+ Boxes of misc. items,
3 Lamps, Mattresses,-
Misc. Household Goods &
Collectibles
50+ Boxes of misc. goods,
2 Dressers/Drawers, TV
Stand, 2 Chairs, Many
Misc. Household items &/
or Collectibles

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed
bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.ml Thursday, July 19,
2007 for the following:

CARNIVAL ATTRACTION

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on
our website at www.canton-mi. ore, or you may)1 contapt Mike,
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed
envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company name,
address and telephone number and date and .time* of bid opening.
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment
or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK
Publish: July 5,2007
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American economy still the envy of the world
Wednesday, we celebrated
' the 231st birthday of our
country and I believe we

should take a step back and
pat ourselves on the back for a
job well done.

Our country is a work in
process and
despite the
problems and
challenges
we face, par-
ticularly here
in Michigan, ,
all we need
to do to mea-

Money Matters sure success
is to compare

Rick Bloom ourselves to
*WSM"I'Mass^^ the rest of the

world. From
an economic standpoint, there
is no country in second place.
Our economy is still the envy
of the world and it dwarfs
any other economy whether it
is the Chinese, the Japanese
or anyone else. Twenty years
ago, people were talking that
the Japanese economy would
surpass ours. It didn't happen.
People that predict that China
will be the world economic
leader in 20 years underes-
timate thiseconomy and the
American people.

Most think the strength of
the U.S. economy is in giant
multinational corporations.
After all, they dominate the
economic news. However, the
strength in the American econ-
omy lies in everyday citizens
who go to work each day. The
American worker is the most
productive and efficient worker
in the world. The strength of
the U.S. economy lies in the
entrepreneurial spirit that is
alive and well in America.

We see it in the small busi-
ness person who adapts to
change and looks for better
and more efficient ways to
run his/her business. It is the
small business person who
creates the majority of jobs in
America. .

Michigan nas gone through

Learn
to ride

Motorcycle riding is great in
the summer, and novice bikers
have several new opportuni-
ties to learn the basics of safely
operating a motorcycle.

New basic rider classes have
been added at Schoolcraft
College and its partner
campuses in the Detroit-
Metro Regional Consortium
Motorcycle Safety Program.
The basic rider course is the
foundation course for the
inexperienced rider, offering
16 hours of instruction dur-
ing one or two weekends or on
weekdays or nights. Bikes are
provided, and the fee is $25.

At Schoolcraft, additional
classes begin on July 20 at the
Livonia campus and July 27 at
Garden City's Radcliff Center.

At other locations, Henry
Ford Community College has
new classes beginning July
23 and July 27. Macomb
Community College offers new
classes July 27, Aug. 20 and
Sept. 10 at its south campus.
New classes begin July 27 at
Monroe County Community
College and August 24 at St.
Clair County Community
College.

A complete schedule of
motorcycle safety classes is
posted at www.schoolcraft.
edu/ces/motorcycle.asp. For
more information call the
motorcycle information hotline
at (734) 462-4452.

Schoolcraft College is a pub-
• lie two-year college, offering
classes at the Livonia campus
on Haggerty Road between Six
and Seven Mile roads, at the
Radcliff Center in Garden City
and online.

Closed For Vacation
We'll Be Back July 16th

a difficult time and unfor-
tunately has not started the
recovery process. Last year,
Michigan was the only state
to post a reduction in gross
domestic product. The state
also saw a significant reduc-
tion in the number of our resi-
dents who have jobs.

The traditional manufac-
turing base of our Michigan
economy is changing. In fact,

sometime in the near future,
more Michigan residents will
be employed in health care
than manufacturing.

Just like 100 years ago,
when the majority of residents
worked in the agricultural sec-
tor then transitioned when the
industrial revolution hit, so
too will the Michigan economy
change.

Think about the massive

changes the national economy
has gone through in the last
20 years. Whether it is in
banking, obtaining mortgages
or investing, Americans have
adapted and prospered in this
changing world. In this pro-
cess, many Americans have
been left behind and that is
one of the great challenges we
face today.

As we celebrate our coun-

try's birthday, we should all be
proud of what our country has
accomplished and we should
all be confident as we face the
future.

After all, when we look at
things economically, we should
always remember that history
has taught us one thing for
certain and that is, whoever
bets against the U.S. economy
always loses.

Celebrate the good old ; f
U.S.A., still the "land of the 5
free and the home of the j
brave." i

P
I

Rick Bloom is 3 fee-only financial |
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readefs
can submit questions at moneymat-j!
ters@hometownlife.com. For more \
information visit Rick's Web site'at ?
www.bioomassetmanagement.com.'
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.tfi.

If paid in full within 12 months.
Applias to everything on your
receipt when you ask for zero
payments and Interest for
12 months on any purchase
of $299 or more made on
your Lowe's Consumer
Credit Card now through

7/8/07. See store, bottom of
page, or Lowes.com tor details.

LOUIES

ALL PATIO
FURNITURE
COLLECTIONS

ALL FULL-SIZE
IN-STOCK
GAS GRILLS

ALL RIDING
LAWN MOWERS

ALL MAJOR
APPLIANCES

Discount taken at
register. Clearance
Items not included.
Offer can no! be
combined with any
other promotions.
See store for details.

i FREE PROPANE
I F-oe jwooens acfia.'sje * T 'he D -tf-aw - ' ar, L--ia* U size
1 gescr i t^a 'a a RequJ'Bstiieax^angeofaranrt>S3h

FREE ASSEMBLY

hurry in for

LIMITED-TIME VALUES
k DAYS ONLY 7/5/07 -7/8/07 '

Discount taken at
register. Clearance
items not included.
Offer can not be
combined with any
other promotions.
See store for details

NEXT DAY LOCAL
DELIVERY AND HAUL AWAY

On any major appliance purchases $397 or more via "mail-in
rebate. Offer valid now through 7/29/07. Final purchase amount
must equal $397 or more before taxes and after all applicable
discounts and/of Instant rebates to quaffy, Can be combined

OA shop-vac

off
ALL SHOP-VAC®
WET/DRY & INDOOR VACS
(Ooes not include accessories!
Discount taken at register. See store for details.

W.4*

$397
24-pack

Ice Mountain® Bottled Water
#57284

We stock up to 13
different room air
conditioners

5050 BTU Air Conditioner
#23647, 68868

Discount taken at register.
See store for details.

$Q96
Portable
Charcoal Grill
#234530

* 4-pack

now
$ 6 9 8 was ®798

13-Watt Mini-Spiral
Light Bulbs
#146558 •

111 '
Tree
Sen GIFT

1 * - X
IJ

1

bar

$198
36" Signature Storm Door
•Includes hardware 'Color selection
varies by market #115456, 602

^W- IbspRiaStap

^ ^ / {

now
$ 7 8 was «96
28"W x 38"H Double-Hung Vinyl
Replacement Window
#133502

America Supports You, Our Military Men & Women
FOR MILITARY
PERSONNEL

• Now through Sunday, July 8
• Offer available for alt active, reserve and retired

military & immediate families
• Must show valid military ID
• Discount limited to purchases of up to $5000
Excluded from the discount are on-line sales, previous sales, special order Items,
Installation and delivery fees, extended protection plans, gift cards, select Fisher & Paykel
appliances, and John Deere products.

For the Lowe's nearest you, calf 1-800-993-4416 or visit us online at Lowes.com
Prices may vary after 7/B/O? if there are market variations. tOffers valid from 7/5/07 to 7/B/07 only, unless otherwise expressly stated in this ad. "Was" prices in this advertisement were in effect on 8/28/07, and may vary based on LoweS Everyday Low Price policy. See store for details regarding
product warranties. We reserve the right to limit quantities. 'Applies to single recefcrt, in-stora purchases of $299 or more made 6/38/07 through 7/B/07 on a Lowe's Consumer Credit Catd Account. No monthly payments will be required and no finance charges will be assessed on this promotional '
purchase if you pay the following in full within 12 rrraitte:(1|tteprcfr«tJcmlpurcfasearrx^^ B you (to not, finance charges will be assessed on the prorroticrial pun^ase a m o r t from the date tf
payments will be required. Standard account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. APR is 21.99%. Min. finance charge is §1.CO. Offer must be requestedat time of purchase. Offer Is subject to credit approval, Excludes Lowe's Business Credit Accounts, Lowe's Project Carets Accounts,
and Lowe's® Visa® Accounts. All installation services are guaranteed by Lowe's warranty. See Installed Sales contract for details. Professional installation available through licensed indipendent subcontractors. Lowes contractor license numbers: AK#28341; AL#5273; AZ#ROC195516; CA#803295;
CT*S58162;R.#CCffi150S417;HIQ)ntfactor'sUcetiserto.;C237a4-seestore; ILRumr^er#058-100140; ILFtootig#1C4014837iLAMasternumberS1440WSP& MDff 91680,50931; M
see stare; N M # 8 4 3 8 1 ; I W # 2 ^ 5 0 ; B n » M y n , N Y # m ^
036596A; WAS982BN; NM30316; Washington DC #100594; DCRA# 52185-53006539, 52185-53006554,52185-53006552, 52185-53006557,52185-53006533,52185-53006534, 52185-53006541,52185-53006543,52185-53006537, 52185-53006544:© 2007 by Lowe's®. Ail rights
reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. 070791--""
001/070791/046,063,055,132 • « - . .
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Board should heed
will of the voters

On Tuesday, the Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education will decide who will fill the board seat
vacated by Mark Slavens, who was sworn in as Wayne
County Circuit Court judge on Friday.

The board will have four candidates to choose from.
Kurt Heise of Plymouth Township, John Nichols of
Canton, John Jackson of Plymouth Township, and
Greg Morrison of Plymouth all submitted letters of
intent before Friday's deadline.

Heise, who finished a respectable third in the May
8 election, deserves the appointment, which will
run through either May or November of 2008. Heise
received more than 2,500 votes, finishing behind
Nancy Eggenberger and Slavens, who pulled out of the
race about a week before the election.

A number of Heise's supporters believe Jackson,
who entered his name into the hat late in the game,
has been hand-picked by board members, and they
are already crying foul. Jackson, who finished in third
place in his bid for a school board seat in 2006, is
involved with the P-CEP band and is a big proponent
of the school district. He did not run for the board this
year, however.

Although he has lived in the district less than a
year, Heise, who is the director of the Wayne County
Department of Environment, has proven to be a polar-
izing figure, even though he has a solid record of
government service. Some people perceive Heise as a
right-winger, who will bring no-holds-barred politics
to the board of education.

That probably has more to do with the fact he has
aligned himself with local leaders in the Republican
Party. In fact, Heise told the Observer last week that a
current board member told him the board is not going
to choose him because of the people with whom he is
associated.

That's not a very good reason not to choose him.
Besides, what exactly do people think Heise is going
to do? He would only have one vote, just like everyone
else on the board. If the rest of the board doesn't like
his, ideas, they can simply nullify him. And when the
next election comes around, people can vote for some-
one else.

The fact is more than 2,500 Plymouth-Canton voters'
said they want Heise to represent them on the school
board. Hopefully the board will have taken those voic-
es into account when they make a decision on Tuesday.

There's no better vacation
than a Michigan vacation
Sometimes, it is easy to take for granted the natural

splendor of our Great Lake State. We forget about the
breathtaking sunsets over Lake Michigan, the pristine
beaches dominating the coasts of our wonderful pen-
insulas, the postcard towns and villages and the warm
and friendly people that make up our state.

With gas prices still over $3 per gallon and chamber
of commerce weather dominating our summer season,
now is the perfect time for residents to reconnect with
their home state and, as an old advertising campaign
urged, "Say Yes! to Michigan."
. While vacation destinations are plentiful through-
out the state, there is no denying the special appeal of
spending a week or two "up north." From the Mighty
Mackinac Bridge and Tahquamenon Falls to the
Sleeping Bear Dunes and Grand Traverse Bay, north-

ern Michigan is a play-
ground unmatched for its
variety and accessibility.

State budget cuts have
put the squeeze on every
department, but the need
to promote this great state
as a vacation destination
for the entire country has
never been greater. Tourist
dollars are the lifeblood for
many towns and their resi-

State budget cuts have
put the squeeze on every
department but the need to
promote this great state as
a vacation destination for
the entire country has never
been greater.

•v dents, and we can help out
tnlpse who preserve and protect our environmental
jewels by spending our dollars in Michigan this sum-
mer.
:§Tf you haven't vacationed in the state in a while, a

gĵ iod place to start for ideas is www.michigan.org,
t\0; state's official Web site. Or better yet, ask a friend
or'Sieighbor about their favorite place to vacation in
Michigan. Mackinac Island, Saugatuk for its artist col-
ony feel and Lake Michigan location, Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore and Alpena on the state's "right
c&ast" of Lake Huron are all can't-miss destinations.
.With summer in full swing, it's never been a bet-

ter time to explore this great state and help the local
economy at the same time.
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LETTERS

Ad sends wrong message Zarbo deserves credit
For the past eight years, I have taught

middle school in the Plymouth-Canton
school district. I know how impres-
sionable young minds are. I know that
young people need to be taught right
from wrong. The saying, "Do as I say,
not as I do," doesn't cut it. Adolescents
rarely listen to what adults say, but they
are watching what we do. Adult behav-
ior is the gauge for youngsters learn-
ing what is and what isn't morally and
socially acceptable, so upon seeing an
advertisement on television for IKEA,
I felt compelled to write about its unin-
tended message.

You go into a store, you have your
list and as you put each item into the
cart you keep a running total in your
head. In the checkout line you survey
your stock and have a pretty good idea
how much all this stuff is going to cost.
The cashier rings up your purchases
and announces the total. You pause,
a moment of shock, you're on autopi-
lot now as you hand your payment to
the smiling cashier who says happily,
"thank you and have a nice day!"

You approach the door, scan-
ning your receipt, your eyes growing
wider, the total is much lower than
you thought it would be, there's been^
a mistake!.What do you do? Well,
according to the advertisers for IKEA,
you run like hell screaming, "START
THE CAR! START THE CAR!" as if
you have just robbed a bank and you're
making your get away.

Now it turns out IKEA is having a
sale. You really haven't stolen anything,
but you thought you had gotten away
with something. It made you feel giddy
and not like the thief you really are.

Is this the society we live in? Where
- you take what isn't yours because some-
one made a mistake? What is an ad like
this teaching our children? Now I hap-
pen to like IKEA, and I'm quite sure
those responsible for this advertisement
thought it was a clever way to announce
to the public a great sale at the store.
But, the underlying message is that it
is okay to cheat someone out of some-
thing. It isn't. If the cashier had truly
made a mistake, at the end of the day
someone would pay.

If I were watching this ad with a
young person, I would use it as a teach-
able moment. What should you do when
you're scanning your receipt and you
realize something just isn't right? Go
back to the cashier and say, "Excuse
me, but I think you've made a mistake."
Upon realizing the error, the cashier
will say, "Oh thank you for coming
back! I didn't charge you for something.
I would have had to pay for that. I can't
tell you how much I appreciate your
honesty!"

Or the cashier might say, "Oh no,
there's been no mistake. Everything
you bought is 50 percent off today, but
thank you for checking. Few people
have your integrity."

Now you can go home feeling giddy
because you did the right thing.

Rosemary B. Schimmel
Canton

I wanted to follow up on a recent
letter to the editor about the leader-
ship and quality of life the township
of Canton has accomplished with Tom
Yack as supervisor. I agree with the
letter and also agree the current board
deserves kudos for their efforts. I am
particularly impressed with Trustee
Karl Zarbo. He continues to be a voice
of reason, with new ideas to solve chal-
lenges. He is always accessible, friendly,
and takes time to explain issues and
news around Canton, His comments
and questions make it apparent he has
done his homework. Thank you Trustee
Zarbo for your dedication and contribu-
tions.

Jennifer Lay-Luskin
Canton

Loved Miller Woods
We recently had the pleasure of vis-

iting Miller Woods, during one of the
annual spring wildflower walks. We are
the great-granddaughters of Norman
and Cornelia Miller, and had never
before visited the woods. We drove my
mother out after hearing about the
spring tour from my mother's cousin.

We had a wonderful time, listening
to the tour guides from the Friends of
Miller Woods talk about a piece of fam-
ily history that was entirely new to us.
We had no idea such an organization
even existed. Imagine a group of people,
so dedicated to preserving a piece of
my family history. I was amazed and in
awe of their love for this beautiful piece
of land. The trees in this ecosystem are
truly unique —• rare now in southeast-
ern Michigan.

I would like to thank the Friends of
Miller Woods for continuing to educate
the community about our family his-
tory and his rare ecosystem and the
Plymouth-Canton Community School
District and Plymouth Township for
turning it into a nature preserve.

Linda Hanson
Leslie

Marie Hensley
DeWitt

Bush is firm on decisions
I was very happy that George W.

Bush stood firm on his missile deploy-
ment in Poland despite Russia's heated
objections. Poland's president, Lech
Kaczynski, knows that Russia has never
been a friend of Poland, as proven in
World War II when Germany attacked
Poland in 1939 and the Germans
turned over the captured Polish officers
to Russia, who immediately marched
them into Katyn forest where they
executed 5,000 officers, 7,500 non-
coms and over 10,000 Polish citizens
that Russia thought would give Russia .
trouble. It wasn't until 1992 that Boris
Yeltsin admitted that they indeed
slaughtered the Polish prisoners. How
did Poland get rewarded with fight-
ing against the Nazis? Truman handed
over Eastern and Central Europe to his
friend, Uncle Joe Stalin, and they were
ruled by Russia for over 50 years. With

friends like the Democrats, who needs
enemies?

The one thing that I disliked Bill
Clinton for was he never made a deci-
sion without having his political advis-
er, Dick Morris, take a poll to see what
the American people thought. I like the
statement made by a soldier from the
series, "Band of Brothers," when he said
about an officer, and that was, "He's not
a bad leader for making bad decisions.
He's a bad leader because he can't make
any decisions." That fit Bill Clinton per-,
fectly.

Robert Siedlik
Livonia

Stoking the stove
Just finished my journey to the local

library. I did find the books writ- .
ten some 20 years ago that suggested
the coming ice age was upon us. The
authors of the books I sampled were
almost as sure of their conclusions as
the global warning "theorists" are today
of theirs.

Earlier when the ice-capaders were
warning of the danger of the big
freeze, I joined the overcoat parade
and stocked my fruit cellar with baked
beans and tomato soup.

Today, "I discovered the Internet"
Gore screams and cries that "global
warming" is coming and we may perish
because we emit too many gases. Gore
reports flatulence and looks down the
street for the pollution and solution.

Didn't the ice alarmists speak first?
It's their turn. Stoke the stove.

Neil Goodbred
Livonia

Get the job done
School will be out for the Senate,

but summer vacation will be no fun
for schools and universities that will
not be able to plan their budgets for
the upcoming year due to a $1.8 billion
deficit in the 2008 budget.

Senators should not go home until
budget issues get resolved. Mike Bishop
should let the senators know that there
will be no recess until they get their
work done.

Katie Jacob
Birmingham

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or iess. We may edit for clarity, space
and content :

Mail:
Letters to the editor
Canton Observer
794 South Main
Plymouth, Ml 48170

Fax: •
(734)459-4224 '

E-mail:
kkuban@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE
"She's largely responsible for the immense growth and service (at the library). Clearly, she's one of the best
directors in the state. This is a well-deserved and well-earned retirement but we will be sad to see her go."
- Canton Public Library Board member James Gillig, discussing the announcement that longtime library Director
Jean Tabor wilt be retiring in January
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Moore's 'Sicko' - is it
just what patient ordered?

Tom Watkins

ichael Moore's new film, Sicko,
is a communal experience that
begins the moment you stand in

line to get tickets. It continues, through
the laughter and moans you hear during
the film to the tears and outrage you see
expressed as you exit the theater. This is
more than a movie; it's an experience to

share with others.
Moore has done it

again. He has sparked
a hot conversation that
has the potential to start
a raging fire under our
national politicians to
actually do something
about something that
everyone admits is a
problem. He has placed
our system of health care

under a microscope for all to see — and
the sight is not pretty.

Sicko shows that the only ones getting
healthy under our system of care are the
members of the health care industrial
complex — giant drug companies, mega-
hospitals and health insurers that vic-
timize people to maximize profits.

The film is not about the 45 million
Americans that do not have any health
insurance, it is about the more than 260
million citizens who do and still receive
inadequate care. It poses powerful ques-
tions about a health care system that
rations care and debates who has to the
right to life-saving procedures that may
deprive the system of maximum profits.

Some will argue the film is an unfair
assessment of our health care system
and it is Moore at his demagoguery best.
Others will say the film and the truth it
shares will make you angry and sick.

TAPPING THE ANGER
As I stood in line to see Sicko, I could

overhear people talking about their
painful experience dealing with the "best
health care system in,the world." The
anger seems to cut across all racial, age,
social, class and political perspectives.
As the movie ended, it seemed as though
a spontaneous political protest might
break out. The frustration from hard-
working Americans fed up with a sick
health care system is palpable.

Sicko seems to make the word "why"
form on your lips. Why in such a great
country, the richest country in the world,
do we have the health care problems we
do? Why are countless Americans, who
"work hard and play by the rules," who
are God-fearing, patriotic, flag-waving,
red-white-and-blue-bleeding taxpay-
ers, being neglected by the country they
helped build? Why indeed?

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY OUTRAGE
Unlike his previous films, Roger & Me,

Bowling for Columbine and Fahrenheit

Moore has done it again. He has sparked
a hot conversation that has the potential
to start a raging fire under our national
politicians to actually do something
about something that everyone admits is
a problem. He has placed our system of
health care under a microscope for ali to
see-and the sight is not pretty.

9/U, that tended to polarize an already
polarized American public by inflam-
ing the politically conservative right and
making the political left rejoice as he
took on General Motors, the NRA and
bashed Bush, Sicko hits a raw, national,
bipartisan nerve and could, and should,
stir up strong grass-roots reform efforts.
Sicko has the potential to galvanize peo-
ple from both "red" and "blue" states to
form a "madder than hell coalition" that
is not going to take it anymore!

Sicko also shows us in scene after scene
that it will be hard to fix our health care
system in ways that will benefit average
Americans, because our politicians are in the
pockets of pharmaceutical, insurance and
health care companies.

Moore concludes that change will only hap-
pen when we, the people, rise up and demand
it ~ in ways that politicians will be unable to
avoid.

Perhaps Sicko will be the catalyst to moti-
vate us to finally address the health care crisis
that polls show is the No. 1 domestic issue fac-
ing our nation.

Here are a few things you can do today:
• Demand to know what health insurers

are spending for lobbing activities at the state
and national level.

• Know what contributions your elect-
ed leaders are accepting from health
insurers, health care providers and
pharmaceutical companies and how they
vote on health care legislation.

• Write your U.S. representative and
senator and call for universal, qual-
ity and affordable health care for all
— now!

• Demand to know how each presi-
dential candidate is going to create a
health care system that meets the health
care needs of all Americans.

• See the movie, get angry, harness
the anger and take action.

Tom Watkins is president and CEO of TDW and
Associates, a business and education consulting-
company. He served as Michigan's superinten-
dent of schools 2001-05, president and CEO of "
the Economic Council of Palm Beach County,
Fla., 1996-2001 and director of the Michigan
Department of Mental Health, 1986-90. He wel-
comes reader comment at tdwatkins@aol.com.
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A l l ABOUT
KIDS

DIRECTORY
Garfield Co-op Preschool

3 3 9 0 1 Curtis • 'Room 4 • Livonia

734-891-3972
www.garfieidpreschpol.com

i OPEN HOUSE ' "

Enrollment for 2007-0& school year
5-Year &4-Yearflasses* Evening Toddler Classes j

Affordable Tuition • Play-based Learning j
TolfetTraitiingNOTKe((uirsd !

COOPERATIVE & NON-COOPERATIVE j
POSITIONS AVAILABLE! <

Accep t ing ages
6 w k s - t h r u school age.

Deve lopmenta l ^ appropr ia te
activities.

4
s ~k RedfonA I Livonia area.*

I 3X3-937-1736

PERRY WATSON
Basketball Camp

Boys: Grades 4-12
Cost $175.00

July 30th -August 3rd
Daily. 9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m.

Call:
313993-1731 PtB'tegistaSon

Recommended

< IIII I) ( \KI SI MMI K SIM ( I \ l
Offer Available for Ages 3-12

25.00 A DAY
9:00 ,\M-3:00 PM

4440 W.Walton Blvd.
Waterford, MI 48329

www.steppingstonechildcare.com
*Curricuhim *Flexible Schedule *Meals, Snacks, Diapers & Wipes Included

*State of the Art Security

Providing Early Childcare and Education from 6 wks. to 12 yrs.

OPEN HOUSE MARCH 24TH, Noon- 2:00 p.m.

Farmington
Presbyterian
Nursery School

A tradition of excellence since 1968
A Christian-based preschool offering an

experienced, affordable program In a
warm, cozy setting.

r All children are welcome.
Tuition assistance is available.

26165 Farmington Road
(at the comer of 11 Mile Road}

248-474-9752
www.farmlngton-pres.org/nursery_sdiool.html

CHED CARE OK CAMP if you
offer programs and activities that will

help nurture a child's imagination,
this is a great place to advertise your

business!
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:

734 953-2153
OE0B539418

Drug cost Web site will s
help consumer save money

ith both gasoline and milk at $3 a
gallon, many Michiganders will drive
an extra block or clip newspaper cou-

pons just to save a quarter. But what about
a program that could save you tens, even
hundreds, of dollars a month, right now?

There is such a program. It's a Web site
that compares the cost of prescription
drugs at all of the pharmacies in your city,
county or ZIP code. Three years ago, I
proposed the idea of creating just such a
prescription drug Web site for Michigan
consumers. Unfortunately, bureaucratic

opposition to creating the
Web site delayed implemen-
tation of this idea.

.In order to highlight the
need for a site where con-
sumers can compare prices
on prescription drugs, I
directed my Consumer
Protection Division to con-

* duct three comprehensive
statewide drug price surveys.
The results were startling:

• The May 2007 survey conducted in
Detroit found that Avandia, a drug used to
treat diabetes, could cost as little as $198
for a month's supply or as much as $300.
That is a difference of more than $100 a
month.

• The May 2006 survey conducted in
Kalamazoo revealed a large difference in
the price of Gabapentin, a drug commonly
used to treat acid reflux disease. At one
pharmacy, a month's supply cost only $58,
while another pharmacy in the same ZIP
code charged $126.97> more than double
the first pharmacy's price.

• The February 2006 survey conducted
in Saginaw found a drug that cost eight
times more from one pharmacy to the next.
Nasonex, a common allergy inhaler, was
found to cost only $12.99 at one pharmacy,
while it ran for $106.25 for a month's sup-
ply at a different location.

There is broad public support.for a site
that compares drug prices. According to
a recent poll by EPIC/MRA, 87 percent of
Michigan residents are in favor of legisla-
tion to establish a drug cost Web site.

That is why I was so gratified when,
36 months after I first called for a drug
cost Web site, the Michigan Department
of Community Health created a site that
lists 118 drugs (www.michigandrugprices.
com). The first day that the new drug Web
site was up, DCH stated the site was "over-
whelmed," receiving more than 200,000
hits.

After New York state launched its drug cost
Web site in 2004, a study found an average
savings for seniors of $17.36 per prescription
drug per month, thanks to the ability to
comparison shop. According to AARP, the
typical senior has four prescriptions, so
through the course of a year, that translates
into a savings of more than $833. For a
couple, the savings obviously double.

It's a good first step. But Michigan can -..
do better. That is why I am strongly sup- ,-,.
porting a bill sponsored by state Sen,
Roger Kahn of Saginaw that would greatly
improve the DCH site:

• It would list the,cost of 150 prescrip-
tion drugs, as well as their generic equiva-
lent. . '

• By broadening the number of drugs
listed, such a site would include the
price of drugs that treat illnesses such as
Alzheimer's that are currently not listed on-
the DCH site.

• This legislation would also different
tiate the prices between name brand drugs
,and generics. That's important to know,
because the price differential between
name brands and generic drugs can be sub-
stantial. -

After New York state launched its drug':-,
cost Web site in 2004, a study found an
average savings for seniors of $17.36 per , ...
prescription drug per month, thanks to
the ability to comparison shop. According
to AARP, the typical senior has four pre- <
scriptions, so through the course of a year,,
that translates into a savings of more than
$833. For a couple, the savings obviously ,
double.

By passing this drug cost Web site leg-
islation, the Michigan Legislature will
provide consumers with a powerful tool
that can help them compare prices and
save money. This is especially important
for the 1.1 million people in Michigan who'
are uninsured, the thousands more that are
unemployed and those seniors struggling-' <'
to get by on fixed incomes. I urge read- •*'-"
ers to contact their state representative v

and state senator and ask them to support :.•
Senate Bill 525.

Mike Cox is the Michigan attorney general. He lives
in Livonia.
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