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remarks during a Dec. 16 press conference in Lansing.

BRYAN MITCHELL

Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm believes 2005 ‘is going to be a great year for us - a year of job growth; not straight up, but on a subtle frajectory.” Granholm madethe

Governor says 2005 will be a great year of job growth, tax reform

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Despite the fact Michigan's
unemployment rate is among the
highest in the nation and her
approval rating is starting to take
a beating, Gov. Jennifer Granholm
‘believes the state has taken a turn
for the better.

“2005 is going to be a g’reat year
for us,” said Granholm during an

end-of-the-year news conference
in Lansing Dec. 16, the mid-point
of her first, four-year term. “It’s
going to be a year of job growth;
not straight up, but on a subtle
trajectory.”

Despite an unemployment rate
that hovers at 7 percent - the
national average is 5.4 percent -
Granholm said it’s still lower than
last year and the state is on the
right path. But Granholm does

acknowledge the state’s future still
rides with the automotive indus-
try.

“We know the state is in a chal-
lenging economic time because of
the reliance ... on the auto sector;,”
said Granholm. “The Big Three’s
(General Motors, Ford and
DaimlerChrysler) share of the
market has been declining, and
that poses a challenge for us.
That’s why we have to focus on

diversifying the economy and cre-
ating an environment for growth
in areas in addition to the auto -
sector.”

STEMMING JOB LOSSES

Granholm’s own upbeat outlook
partially has to do with the
improvement in job loss numbers.

PLEASE SEE GRANHOLM, AS

MADD offers ri

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

If you have too much to drink this New Year’s
Eve, there’s a safe way to get home. Mothers
Against Drunk Driving chapters for Wayne and
Oakland counties will again offer PrOJect (248) 682-2220.

LifeRide.

es home on New Year's Eve

director. “It’s very popular. People are calhng to
see if were continuing to do this program

The Project LifeRide phone won’t be operable
until Dec. 31, she added. Those seeking informa-
tion prior to then can call Wayne County MADD

It's very popular. People are

R |

calling to see if we're continuing

. [
at (734) 721-8181 or Oakland County MADD at to do thls Ill'oqfam-
For New Year’s Eve, the Project LifeRide phone ~ Ne‘chole McC!enth
: Wayne Co, MADD director %

“This is the 20th year,” said Ne'chole
McClendon, Wayne County MADD chapter

PLEASE SEE RIDES, A3

Kids, parents seek out holiday break activities

BY BRAD KADRICH
. STAFF WRITER

The holiday season annually brings a lot of shop-

ping, éating, parties and fun.

For chlldren, it also brings a two-week break
from the rigors of school. For parents, that means
two weeks of having their kids underfoot and
.scrambling to find things for them to do that don’t
involve staring at a television or a computer screen.

That translates into added holiday business for
places like bowling alleys, movie theaters, muse-

ums, fitness centers and the like.

holiday break,” said Greg Wolcott, district vice
president for the Livonia YMCA. “One of the things
we have is an area next to our fieldhouse called
“The Zone, for children ages 8-14 to participate in a
variety of things. Mom and Dad can drop kids off
to participate, and then go work out or whatever.”
Most places which feature children’s activities on
a continuing basis pick up the pace a little bit dur-
“ing the holidays. For instance, the Plymouth YMCA
offers a Winter Break Camp Dec..27-29 for: chil-
dren ages kindergarten-fifth grade. Campers take
field trips and do crafts, games and much more.

“No question about it, business picks up over the

Coming Thursday in Filter

Expect rock bands to get more emotional
and draw inspiration from fresh sources.

.
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Scott Larabelf, 11, of Plymouth, works on his
snowman mug with his 18-year-old sister,
Lisa, at Oasis Pottery in downtown
Piymouth. Scott said he has been there with

his friends before and enjoys spending time
PLEASE SEE ACTIVITIES, A6  af the store.
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Shoppers,
shovelers
brave snow

Leaning on his shovel 69-year~old Lorenzo
Boldrin took a break Thursday from shoveling snow
in front of his house on Westbrook in Livonia.

“I was coming home from Ann Arbor last mght
around 10:30 and I saw just a few flakes falling,” he
said. :

“This morning, I got up and looked out, and this is

snow that covered his front yard.
Like others across the area,
The snow didn't Stop Boldrin worked all morning
. todigout from the first win-
Shoppel's fl'om qomq ter storm to dump significant

amounts of snow on south-

to Laurel Park Place east Michigan.
* The snow didn’t stop shop-

i - pers from going to Laurel
to oet the" laSt Park Place to get their last-

minute Christmas minute Christmas shopping

done. 4 . .

H ' “I need to get four or five
Shopplnq do“e‘ more things,” Paul Nolia, 35,
% of Westland said, walking
into the mall.

He braved the weather, he
said, “because it had to be done” As to whether he
wanted snow for the he olidayvs, Noliz said, “I don't
feel strongly one way or the other.

Moments later, 19-year-old Jayna Graham of
Westland walked into the mall with her bundled-up
baby, Jonah, just eight days old.

“I'm shopping for my mother,” said Graham,
accompanied by Kathleen Tadlock anaunt v1s1t1ng
from Seattle.

“We're both from the Upper Peninsula ongmaily,
so we're used to this kind of snow;” Graham said.
“This is like October.” ,

Graham and Tadlock gave pause before going out
into the winter’s first major storm, but they decided

PLEASE SEE SNOW, A3
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Mike Hall should win a good neighbor award. The Livonia
resident fired up his snowblower as the snow was still falling
and cleared sidewalks for at least 14 of his Barkley Street
neighbors. -
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BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

For retailers across western Wayne County, it
might be hard to tell the difference between the
crowds of last-minute shoppers the day before
Christmas and those who rush back Dec. 26.

One noticeable change, however, is the num-
ber of shoppers who arrive at stores armed with
bags of merchandise — ready to return or
exchange.

Gifts might come in the wrong size, color or
style. And some recipients get more than one of
the same item. Shoppers have their reasons for
returns, and retail employees hear them all.

“Hopefully they’ll find what they're looking
for,” said Denise Mills, marketing manager at
Westland Shopping Center in Westland. She
anticipates large crowds at the mall throughout
the week. :

To offset the post-hohday race to the cash
registers Sunday, the mall will open three hours
early, at 8 am, and close at 6 p.m.

Parisian, in Livonia’s Laurel Park Place, also
holds extended store hours today, Sunday, Dec.
26, to accommodate the still thriving crowds.
Rzmdy Dell, store manager, said the hours are
only an hour shorter compared to the holiday
rush — from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. ~ and the store
will be fully staffed.
~ “People are just as antsy when they find an

item they like,” he said of those who come to
return or exchange.

And shoppers keep coming, for the entire
week following Christmas to do so.

Ownmers of The Colonial Collection, 44465
Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth, allow returns on
holiday merchandise through Jan. 10.

“It gives them some time to return or
exchange,” said Kathy Ayers, a Plymouth .
Township resident who co-owns the store with
her daughter, Marilyn Von Gerichten.

Ayers took over the business in September
after having managed the store for 33 years.
She knows what to expect around the holidays.

“We have done very well,” Ayers said. “We
bought cautiously, put in things we loved. It's
been a good Christmas.”

Unlike area malls, she doesn’t expect huge
crowds today.

In fact, the shop will open at its normal time,
10 a.m. Ayers said shopping will likely be con-

" tinuous, thanks in part to those “after-
Christmas bargain-hunters.”
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Genuine Amish
Furniture

L+ Free delivery!

Holiday shoppers return
for exchanges and deals
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Post-holiday shoppers in the area can make -

the returaing or exchanging of merchandise .‘
even easier by remembering two things: bring
the receipt and leave the tags on the item.

[N

Post-holiday shoppers in the area can make

. the returning or exchanging of merchandise

even easier by remembering two things: bring ~
the receipt and leave the tags on the item.

Mills said bringing a receipt or a gift receipt
does speed up the process, and maintains the
value of the item at the time it was purchased
Without a receipt, the item may be returned
for the current, possibly sale, price.

In any case, Mills suggests all who venture

- out the da.y after Christmas should ‘be

patient.”

The Parisian store policy.is clear with regard’
to exchanges of its merchandise.

According to Dell, gifts under $10 may be
returned for cash back, or a credit to the cus-
tomer’s Parisian card. Items over $10 can be
charged back to the Parisian card or returned |
for store credit.

Even exchanges of identical items are ~

-processed most quickly, he said.

Leaving tags on the items for return will a,Iso
expedite the process, according to retailers.

“If you have the barcode, the storé can tell
two things,” Mills said. “One, that it was

' 'bought from that store. And two, (you can tell)
" the price.”.

A barcoded tag also makes it easier for
employees to seek out the same item for an
even exchange. For Dell, saving shoppers t1me
is important.

“Because it is Sunday, buyers will riot be 1 m
the office to help locate rnerchandlse Dell
said.

Overall the 2004 shoppmg season‘has’ been
good one at area shops. Mills said sales have. -
been “steady and strong” and the afte):-hohday
sales have barely begun.

“It’s important to turn those remms into
Salac hnll Sa:rq
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Gridiron, Court, Poc
We're there!

A, Greens,Diamond.
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SNow R'DES ment of OUIL,” said Wayne
i ’ County Undersheriff Harold
FROM PAGE Al FROM PAGE Al Cureton of his department.
Law enforcement supports
to defy Mother Nature. number is (877) NYE- MADD the MADD effort. “I think any-

“The sun came out and it’s midday, so
we felt like we could handle it,” Graham
said. :

- Snow emergencies had been declared
Thursday in communities throughout
western Wayne County, meaning that
on-street parking was prohibited in
order to keep roads clear for plows,

'Local and Wayne County crews were
out plowing the roads and applying salt.

The county had about 140 vehicles —
plows, graders and dump trucks - at
work Thursday morning, said Patrick
Hogan, director of the county’s roads
division.

He expected crews would be out
Friday as well -~ on overtime, because of
the Christmas Eve holiday.

“We've been at it pretty steady since
10:30 or 11 o’clock last night, and we’re
beginning to see some headway,” Hogan

said shortly after 10 a.m. Thursday.
Plowing was initially focused on the
county’s primary roads, state trunk lines
and freeways, but Hogan said he hoped si
crews with smaller trucks would begin

plowing residential streets in area townshlps - includ-
ing Redford, Canton and Plymouth ~ later Thursday
The county is responsxble for snow-plowing in town-

ships.

Hogan said road crews planned to make a lot of
progress during a 24-hour period, beginning mid-
afternoon Thursday, during which no snow was

expected.

“As far as today’s commute is concerned,” he said
Thursday, “it’s a slow go but (drivers) can still get

where they need to go.”

This story was compiled by staff writers Darrell Clem and Matt Jachman,
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Ginger the dog stands watch on Westmore Street in leoma as Mike Siemasz clears the snow from the

idewalk in front of his parent's home.

clears the
sidewalk in front
of Jinaes, at the
corner of Main
and Penniman, in
downtown
Plymouth.

(877) 693-6233. Hours will be
11 p.m. New Year’s Eve through
4-a.m. New Year’s Day. o

Sponsorships have been easy
to come by this year, even with
the economyin a downturn, -
McClendon said.

Sponsors include tech call
center Minacs in Southfield,
which will house the phone
bank on New Year’s Eve, and
the Northville Police .
Department.

Project LifeRide is targeting
300 bars in Oakland County
and 300 in Wayne County this
year, she said. Free taxi rides.
home will be offered to those

- who've had too much.

The annual effort is also
sponsored by 94.7 WCSX
Classic Rock, Cameron’s Clean- -
Up and presenting sponsor
Takata. Taxi rides are paid by
MADD and reimbursed with
funds from Takata.

In 2003, Project LifeRide
received 364 calls for taxi rides
for about 865 people on New
Year’s Eve.

The project has provided
approximately 8,000 safe rides
to 24,000 people since its
inception.

The Wayne County Sheriff’s
Department and local police
plan additional patrols during
the holidays. “Their primary
responsibility will be enforce—
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YEAR-END EVENT

NO-CHARGE DVD ,
ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM

on Mercury Mountaineer, Lincoln Aviator and Lincoln Navigator.

2005 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER V-6 LUXURY AWD

» 4-wheel independent suspension « “Disappearing” third-row seat

«Up to 7-passenger seating « “Best Pick” safety rating**
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. RED CARPET LEASE FOR RETURNING A/D/ Z FORD EMPLOYEES, RETIREES AND ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS.

CASH D

$] ‘i ]8 AT SIGNPNG“‘

AF‘{ER $4,250 CASH BACK
INCLUDING $500 FORD CREDIT CASH,
$500 RENEWAL CASH
AND $1,250 FMCC A/D/X/Z BONUS CASH
INCLUDES REFUNDABLE SECURITY DEPOSIT AND ACQUISITION FEE.
EXCLUDES TAX; TITLE AND LICENSE FEES,

¥ i
DOWN
PAYMENT

i A MONTH/
24 MONTHS

thing that would stop a person
who is impaired from driving is
a good thing,” Cureton said.
He's seen business owners be
responsible about getting peo-
ple home.

“I think'it’s a very good 1dea ;
Cureton said of Project
LifeRide. “The police cannot
do this alone.”

Project organizers ask revel-
ers to make advance plans to
get imbibers home safely.
Other tips from MADD
include: -

~H Don't drink if you will be
driving -

W Host an alcohol-free party.

B Call for a copy of MADD's
Safe Party Guide

B Choose a designated driv-
er :

M Stay overnight at a rela-
tive’s or friend’s home

M Buy a hotel party/room
package and enjoy an evening
away from home,

-MADD provides other serv-
ices to aid those grieving the
loss of a loved one due to
drunken driving. This time of
year is difficult for those peo-
ple, McClendon said. :

“It’s very tough. Thisis a

4

" really tough time.” Many

donate to the organization in
memory of the loved one.

“That’s the way of the fami-.
lies gmng back,” she said.

12005 LINCOLN AVIATOR AWD

RED CARPET LEASE FOR RETURNING A/D/Z FORD EMPLOYEES,
RETIREES AND ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS,

$1,468

AFTER $4,500 CASH BACK :
INCLUDING §1,000 RENEWAL CASH,
$1,000 FORD CREDIT CASH

A MONTH/
36 MONTHS

CASH D '
AT SIGNiNG"“

AND $500 FMCC A/D/X/Z BONUS CASH

iNCi.UDES REFUNDABLE SECURITY DEPOSIT AND ACQUISITION FEE,
EXCLUDES TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE FEES.

2005 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR LUXURY 4X4

RED CARPET LEASE FOR RETURNING A/ D/Z FORD EMPLOYEES,
RETIREES AND ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS.

$] 784 AT SIGNING“‘?

A MONTH/
36 MONTHS ‘

AFTER $4,500 CASHBACK
INCLUDING $1,000 RENEWAL CASH,
$1,000 FORD CREDIT CASH AND

$500 FMCC A/D/X/Z BONUS CASH

INCLUDES REFUNDABLE SECURITY DEPOSIT AND ACQUISITION FEE.
EXCLUDES TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE FEES. -

TIME 1S RUNNING OUT FOR YEAR-END SAVINGS! SEE YOUR METRO DETROIT LINCOLN MERCURY DEALER TODAY

ANN ARBOR
Sesi

| 2100 W. Stadium Blvd.

ot Liberty
{734) 668 6100

sesilm.com

PLYMOUTH

For latest. Hines Park

A/D/Z offers,

visit LMAPlan.com at 1-275

{734) 453-2424

hinesparklm,com

*No~charge Rear-Seat DVD Entertainment System ($1, 500 value) avo:labie on 2005 Lincoln Aviator, Lincoln Nowgator or Mercury Mountaineer. *‘40~mph frontal offset crash test -

40601 Ann Arbor Rd.

DEARBORN
Jack Demmer
21531 M:chsdgan Ave,
Between Southfield & Telegroph
{313} 274- 8800

emmerlm.com

DETROIT .
Maxey
16901 Mack Ave.

at Cadisux

{b313) 885 4000

obmaxeyim.com

CLINTON TOWNSHIP
Stu Evans Lakeside
17500 Hall Rd.

ot Romeo Plank
{586) 840-2000

stuevansiokeside.com

SOUTHGATE
Southgate
16800 Fort Street .

at Pennsylvania
(734} 285-8800

southgatelincolnmercury.com

.ROCH.ESTER HILS
Crissman
1185 South Rochester Rd.
Between Homlin & Aven Rd.

(248} 652-4200

crissmantm.com

SOUTHFIELD
Star

24350 W. 12 Mile Rd.
at Telegraph

(248} 354-4900

starlm.com

DETROIT

Park Motor
18100 Woodward Ave.

Opposite Polmer Park
{800} 585-4564

parkmo!orslm com

STERUNG HEIGHTS
Crest

36200 Van Dyke
at 15 /2 Mife Rd.
{586} 939-6000

cresfiincmerc com

GARDEN CITY -

32000 Ford Rd.
{734) 425-4300

TROY
Bob Borst

Troy Motor Mall

borstim.com

Safety. ***Call 1-888-56-LEASE for details. Payments may vary. Residency restrictions apply. Take delivery from dealer stock by 1/3/2005. See dedler for details. '

Stu Evans Garden Cﬂy

Just West of Merriman

stuevansgardencity.com

1950 West Maple -
(248) 643-6600

NOVI
Varsity
49251 Grand River

1-96 at Wixem Rd., {Exit 159?
Two Exits W, of 12 Oaks Mail

(248) 305-5300

varsitylm.com

YPSlLA*:IT!
Sesi
950 East Michigan
9 Miles West of 1-275
(734) 482-7133

sesilm.com

Insurance Institute for Highway
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CRIME BRIEFS on Telegraph Road. belonging to a Redford automobite A window on the house had been A witness told police three boys
: The victim said he lost cash, keys, deatership. -pried out of its frame, police said. were seen running-from the area, -
REDFORD a cellufar-phone and compact discs it was the third such incident at Coln boxes raided = - as the fire was noticed.
to the robber. Detroit Diesel, where the Two coin-operated vacuum clean-  Credit card fraud ’
Shot fired in holdup It was about 9;40 p.m., the victim Snethkamp Chrysler Plymouth ers at H&H Car Wash, on Beech On Dec. 17, a resident in the

No one was hyrt when a man with
a pistol demanded money, then
opened fire inside the White Castle
at Telegraph and Schoolcraft roads
Tuesday night.

Employees fied out the back dur-
ing the holdup attempt, according
to a Redford Township police
report, and the gunman fired a sin-
gle shot, which went through a wall
behind the counter.

He then turned to a customer, a
77-year-old Detroit man, and
robbed him of his wallet, police
said. The gunman fled across
Telegraph, where, in the Tel-Craft
Plaza in Detroit, a Dollar Tree store
was held up by a man who was
described similarly, police said.

Caprice.

edition of the Observer
Newspapers '

ide tc [spape
Pagssages on page BY

had escaped in a tan Chevrolet

An officer spotted a brown
Caprice at Fenkell and Lahser in
Detroit and stopped the driver, but
found his clothing didn't match the
robber's and there was no evi-
dence inthe car.

Police recovered a buliet fragment

The robber ran eastward toward a from the White Castie.
Detroit apartment complex,@ wit-  Bump and rob
ness told police. Near the Dollar A 23-year-old Brighton man

Tree, the White Castle victim's wal-
let was found.
One witness toid police the robber

QUICK FIXENS
§ Marv's Special

IDELISUBS - 456
Party 5800 / Deluxe. . $1 000.

2 CHICKEN
NUGGETS............

DEARBORN SAUSAGE
Whole - or - Half

SPIRAL HAMS

reported being robbed Monday
night by a gunman who drove a
white Ford Explorer into his Mazda

told police, when the Explorer
rear-ended his 2004 Mazda on
southbound Telegraph at -
Schoolcraft.

There was no damage to the.
Mazda, he said. The Explorer's
driver told him to go to a nearby
Marathon gas station, and he did.

But there, he said, the other driv-
er got into the Mazda, pointed a
pistol at him and began rifling
through the car. He reportedty
struck the victim in the face with
the pistol; police said the victim
was injured but refused treatment.

When the gunman feft, taking the
victim's keys, the victim ran into
the station to call police.

Minutes tater, police stopped a
man in a white Explorer in south-
eastern Redford, but determined
he had not been involved.

Wheel thefts

Tires and wheels were stolen last

weekend from nine new vehicles

. GOV'T. INSPECTED SEAFOOD
Extra Large Red 20"24" Size

KING CRAB LEGS

PRICES GOOD MONDAY, DggMBER 27TH - DEGEMBER 31ST.

CORN FED SELECT BEEF
Great for Sandwiches

BEEF RUMP ROAST

CORN FED SELECT BEEF -
Start the New Year

with BEEF

PRIME CUT BEEF
RIB ROAST

{

G . :
Just for the New Year

Extra Large Tail-on

ib.

COOKED SHRIMP

Jeep Eagle dealership rents a stor-
age lot, in just over a'month.

The latest thefts occurred
between 6 p.m. Dec. 17 and 7 a.m.
Dec. 20, a police report said. A
window on four of the vehicles had
been broken,

Police recovered a jack, a flash-
hght a cap, rubber gloves and
other items from the lot.

Home break-ins

M Cash was reported stolen from
a house on Seminole Street north
of Seven Mile after a break-in
Tuesday.

The burglar or burglars had bro-
ken a front window on the house, a
police report said. The break-in
occurred between 4 p.m. and just
after 11 p.m.

M Cash and a digital videodisc -
player were reported stofen from a
house on Wakenden Street north of
Seven Mile after a recent break-in,
which was reported Tuesday.

CORN FED SELECT BEEF

“A Holiday Goodie”
WHOLE N Y STRIP LOINS

Sliced Free ' ib.
GROUND FRESH HOURLY
Ground Beef From

GROUND ROUND

Family Fac @
U.5.D.A. GRADE A
A Holiday Favorite -

BABY BACSK RIBS

CORN FED SELECT BEEF
Lean & Tender

PORTERHOUSE
STEAKS

OE08283584

CHANGE

for the homeless and hungry

1

Take time to speak with a few
homeless people and one thing
becemes obvious: there’s no single path
that {eads to life on the street. it could
be a job loss or drug addiction, it makes
no difference, 1o us. I the past year, The
Salvation Army served 2,191,095 meals,
or an average of 6,003 meals per day,
and provided 595,015 nights of shelter,
or an average &f-1,630 beds per night.
The numbers arg staggering. The need

is heartbreaking. And it all addsup to a
huge opportunity to make a difference
for the homeless and hungry
in Detroit.
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Did you know that the number of people in metropolitan Detroit
needing help with basics like food and shelter has increased by

33 percent over the past three years?

But our ability to protect and support our vulnerable men,
women and children is at risk this holiday season. With fewer
public locations available for our Red Kettles, we need your help
to Make Change Happen for people who need us most .

Your gift will help The Salvation Army bring real and Iast—
ing changes to the lives of thousands of people in need -
this holiday season and throughout the year. By sharing
with The Salvation Army, you help Make Change Happen . ..
and bring hope where once there was despair.

Don't wait to hear the bell ringing! Call or
click and Make Change Happen today!
1-877-SAL-MICH or RedKettieCampaign.org

* Daly south of Seven Mife, were bro-
ken into between midnight and 5
a.m. Tuesday. A police report said

the machines were heavily dam-

aged and had been emptied of
coins.

* GARDEN CITY

Stolen vehicle .

Police arrested a Romulus woman
for driving with two license sus-
pensions and possibly driving a
stolen vehicle. The woman was
stopped after her license plate
came back as stolen.

The woman initially gave a faise
name — her mother, who was a
passenger, gave the woman'’s cor-
rect name, The woman said she
gave her sister's name since her
license was suspended.

The vehicle had been purchased
by the woman and her sister, the
woman told an officer, but they
didn't have the money to get new
plates.

The owner told police that he'd
parked with car with the keys in it
so it could be picked up for service.
He said the vehicle had disap-
peared.

Marijuana possession

A Ypsitanti man was arrested for
possessing marijuana with intent
to deliver Dec. 19 after officers
responded to a call about two men
in a vehicle with a gun outside the
Shell Gas Station, 120 Middlebelt.

No gun was found, but officers
seized three baggies of suspected
marijuana and impounded the car.

Computers stolen

Two laptop computers valued at

" $800 were reported stolen from
€SI Computers, 28799 ford, Dec. 12
foltowing a break-in. An employee
reported $150 damage from a door
tock being broken.

Arson

A newspaper recycling dumpster
. at Memorial Elementary School,
30001 Marguette, was found on fire

"Dec. 18. Damage was set at $500
from the rubber lids being melted.
The Fire Department put out the
fire. '

33000 block of John Hauk told 5>
officers he had received a call

about a $600 overdue credit card - ;.

bill on an account he hadn't

opened. He said the card was in his

name and used his Social Security .

number but had a different date of ..

birth and a Detroit address. - -
Missing wallet - :

On Dec. 15, a Dearborn Heights
wornan told police her waltet, con-
taining $110 cash-and identifica-
tion, was missing after she was at
the Garden City Cafe, 5662
Middlebelt. She told officers she
thought the walilet might have' -
been left on a seat but couldn't be
located later. : T

Larcenies from vehicles ,

n A Garden City woman toid police - ;

that her cellular telephone, vatued -
- at $150, was stolen from her

unlocked vehitie while she was at

Walgreens, 31415 Ford, Dec. 17.

n A resident of an apartment in
the 7000 block of North Venoy told
pofice Dec. 17 that soméone had
stolen 150 CDs, valued at $1,500,
and stereo equipment valued at
$250 from her vehicie,

Drunken driving

A Garden City man was arrested
for drunken driving Dec. 17 after >
rear-ending another vehicle at Ford . +
and Venoy. . o

No license -

A Detroit man was arrested Dec R
16 after being stopped for going i
through a red light. The man, 49,
admitted that he had never
obtained a driver’s license. e

Vandalism , T

A resident in the 30000 block of
Rosslyn told police Dec. 20 that
someone had broken a vehicle win- .
dow, causing $200 damage.

Vehicle impounded

Police impounded a vehicle left o
for sale at Middlebelt and
Hennepin after receiving a com-

-plaint Dec. 18. An officer said the
vehicle, parked on the greenbelt
between the sidewalk and street,
obstructed the view of drivers on
Hennepin. The owner couldn't be -
contacted, so the vehlcle was
towed.

- By Observer staff

» File Gid Returns

ver Talk to The IRS.
Tax Resolution Specialists of

» Offer in Compromise
« Penaity Abatement

« Installment Payment

o Regrove Liens/Levies

- Audit Representation

» innocent Spouse Relief
Payroll/Sales Tax Relief

Interest rates on fixed-rate mortgages
remain historically low. The interest rate on
some Adjustable Rate Mortgages (ARMs) is
also relatively low, but chosgh AHM with
caution.

Keep in mind that the guaranteed low rate
offered on ARMs usually appfies only for the
first few years, This may be an advantage for
buyers who plan to keep a home for only two
or three years. The lower monthly paymenis
offered by an Adjustable Rate Mortgage
make it possibte for such buyers to purchase
a more expansive home than they would
otherwise be able to afford with a fixed-rate
foan. But fonger term, the buyer assumes
much higher risk. Lenders factor in this fisk.
For example, some ienders may require

VVisit my website at www, Ric

Let’s Talk
" REAL ESTATE

by Jody White

s - Broker/Owner of Rice Realty
APPROACH ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGES WITH CAUTION

‘of the foan. if you are shopping for an

marglnaE barrowers to qualty for a loan that-
is several percentage points above the initial -
rate of the ARM, or the lenders may charge
special fees or “caps” that increase the cost -

adjustable rate mortgage (ARM), you can
get a measure of protection againstrate -
increases by ensuring that your contract
includes a limit on your future liability. Some
ARMs put a cap on the payment, so that it
will rise no higher than the maximutn rate
permitted by your contract. )

If there’s a.move in your future, | am at
your service. Call me at Rice Really, §
(734} 421-7423 or e-mail me at 8
Jody@RiceRealty.com. Be sure o visit my §
website at www.RiceRealty.com g

weoms or call 734-421-7423 |

NEW YEAR'S EVE

Larry Franks Band * Dinner

Specials

NY STRIP w/ Shrimp Scampi...........$14.95
FILET MIGNON...oocvsermessresnrsnennc$15.95
GRILLED SWORDFISH....c..ocrsrrr §10.95 | -
PEPPERCORN CHICKEN......................$9 95 ;
BABY BACK RIBS for THO..o $16.95 ’

Zie ENTERTAINMENT
Thur 8:30 pm-12:30 am ¢ Sat 9:30 pm-1:30 am_

SUNDAY
NFL TICKET!
GAME SPECIALS

Carwy-Outs!

44282 Warren Road * Canton
Fax # 734-416-0620 734-416-0880

b4
b
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GRANHOLM
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She indicated the net job
decline from 2000-02 was
196,000. In 2003, it was
94,000. And this year she
expects it to be at15,000.
“We're headed in the right
direction as far as the overall
job decline,” she said. “With
state assistance, we created
132,000 jobs. When the country
catches a cold, Michigan catch-
es pneumoniz because of the
auto sector. We're very excited
about the path we are on.”
Granholm said she’ll pursue

changes in the business tax next -

year that will be revenue neu-
tral, meaning the changes won’t
bring in additional dollars to
the state. She wouldn’t be spe-
cific about any changes until her
State of the State address next
year.

“We need to restructure the
business taxes to make the state
more competitive,” said
Granholm. “It’s clear the busi-
ness community is clamoring
for that.” -

The state Legislature, which
is controlled by Republicans in
both the House and Senate,
have blocked her attempts to
change the business tax struc-
ture. And, since November,
Senate Majority Leader Ken
Sikkema, R-Wyoming, has been
highly critical of Granholm and
her administration.

. “I think there was a switch
that flipped, and that’s too bad,”
she said. “I hope it doesn’t con-
tinue” , ‘

Granholm believes the way
out of the state’s dependence on
the auto industry is to have a
highly educated workforce.

“Other states have focused on
higher education, and if we had
done this 10 years ago, we
would have the most robust
economy in the nation because
we would have the most well-
educated workforce,” said
Granholm. “High-end diversifi-
cation has to be an emphasis.”

Granholm is focused on
retaining college graduates,
many of whom are moving out
of Michigan, to fill the more
technical jobs the auto industry
and its suppliers will need to fill
in the future.

NEW WORLD

“We have to transform our
image from the state that’s the
buckie of the rust belt to the

BRYAN MITCHELL

Some state legislators would like to
see Granhofm work more closely with
both sides of the pofiticat aisle. ‘She
needs to bring us into the front office
more,’ state Sen. Laura Toy, R-
Livonia, said of Granhoim. 'it's a
tough arena and needs some tough
solutions, and we’ve got to work
together, regardless if there is a ‘D’
or ‘R"in front of your name.’

state with the most technologi-
cally advanced, creative econo-
my in the country,” said ,
Granholm. “We need to focus
on high-end research and devel-
opment, life sciences, and

- advanced manufacturing oppor-
tunities. We're going to take
some bold steps.

“Southeast Michigan, in par-
ticular, has and will continue to
be, the epicenter of designing
for the automobile industry, and
that is what we've been focusing
on,” Granholm said.

Granholm has been working
to bring more international
auto-related companies to com-
mit to southeastern Michigan,

“That’s why I went to
Germany and got commitments
to get jobs here from German
suppliers,” she said. “Toyota is
interested in bringing their
research and development facil-
ity, and we will continue to pur-
sue that.”

Even though Granholm is
taking a number of steps to
improve Michigan’s business
climate, Chuck Hadden, vice
president of government affairs
for the Michigan Manufacturers
Association, said the main goal
needs to focus on retention of
the state’s current jobs.

“The No. 1 goal should be to
retain jobs,” said Hadden. “It
costs less to retain jobs and
keep them than look for new
jobs.

“And, she needs to settle the
business tax issue,” added
Hadden, “and then business can
decide if it likes it or not.”

While critics have blamed
Granholm and the legislature
for politicking instead of solving
the state’s problems, state Rep.
John Stewart, R-Plymouth

Township, said the games must
stop.

“We must all put our heads
together and not play the blame
game,” he said. “We must form
consensus in regard to cuts and
raising revenue.”’

Stewart said he expects
Treasurer Jay Rising to come up
with a new business tax struc-
ture “that will offer some per-
sonal property tax relief, it will
focus more on a corporate prof-
its tax”

Stewart, a small business
owner with an attorney’s office
in Plymouth, said he'd welcome
a cut in personal property taxes,
“but, we must replace that rev-
enue stream to local govern-
ments. The only source, it
would appear, is the corporate
profits tax.”

Stewart said his main goals
are to stop more cuts in X-12
education and revenue sharing
to local governments. - -

State Sen, Laura Toy, R-
Livonia, agrees with Granholm
that jobs are the No. 1 priority,
but said state government needs
to take a look at its own house.

“We have a changed world
and a changed economy, we've
got to being to be creative and
run government more like a
business,” said Toy, a flower
shop owner for 25 years. “We
have to find out what people
want to spend on government.”

While Toy gives Granholm a
B-plus for her first two years in
office, she acknowledges
Granholm needs to work more
closely with both the House and
Senate to get more accom-
plished. “She needs to bring us

" into the front office more,” said
. Toy. “It's a tough arena and

needs some tough solutions,
and we've got to work together,
regardless if there is a ‘D’
(Democrat) or ‘R’ (Republican)
in front of your name.”

Not only is Granholm getting
criticism from the legislature,
recent polls have seen her popu-
larity drop below 60 percent.
However, the governor remains
undaunted.“If someone had
said to me that in the face of
budget deficits, loss of jobs,
recession and all the challenges
we face, that [ would have a 57
percent approval rating at the
end of my second year, I'd say
that's really great,” Granholm
said. “But, what is really impor-
tant is getting stuff done, not
the polls”

thruscato@oe.homecorm.net | {734} 459-27C0
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RE-OPENING

- Garden Cit?r McDonalds
2205 Middlebelt

734-425-3350

Come help us celebrate the
improvements that we have
made to our restaurant!

2 Romnald MeDonald
{ Will Be Here at 5 p.m.
Tuesday, December 28"

Plus, 4 Days of Specials:

{Specials not valid with any other offer or discount)

Monday, December 27*

FREE Bottled Water or 210z. soft drink
with the purchase of any Premium Salad

Tuesday, December 28

starting at 6 am

(S. of Ford Rd.

our newly remodeled dining  #
etween 7am - 10:30 a.m. fora
FREE 12 oz. coffee on us! (Dining room only)
Wednesday, December 29"
FREE Chicken Select Strip samples
beginning at 10:30 am (Limit 1 per person)
o Thursday, December 30"
FREE Stepometers to the first 400 people

«

" Family

Just Got
Easier

Buy One Get One Free!

after mail-inrebute

Retail Price $99.95
< Mail in Rebate $50.00
“Now Only $49.95

>, New? yeaor customer ggreement”
required, While supplies lust.
Activation required on both
phones. Rebate takes 8-10
weeks.

Audiovex 8910

Canton
44011 Ford Road
{3 biks. East of Sheldon Bd.)
{734) 981-7440

Cellular

. ) . Brighton. Lansin Fenton
mehre dedicated to being y112 W.Gfgmf v Ao 446 £,E§gewlgm 8010 Siver Py
* i " (ot Basd of Main $t) {in frat of Sanw’s Club} {in Sitwer Lk Village)
more fhian just a store” every day. P e © B0 BT " 0 629,760

*Our Surcharges {incl. 1.95% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterlyl, 5¢ Regulatory/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes {details: 1-888-684-1888); taxes apply.
Activation fees: $357) yr $15 2yrs. : o o o ' :
TRPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan & credit approval, $175 early termination feelline, up to 45¢/min afer 2llowance, ather] -
charges & restrictions. Usage sounded to next full minute. Clfers not availabe everywhere, overge limitations & maps at verizonwireless.com, Nights 9:01 pm - 5:59 am
H-F, Max 5 lines, on'same account, Limited time offer. ©2004 Yerizon Wireless L »

-
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ACTIVITIES

FROM PAGE Al

For more information on this
particular camp, call (734)
453-2904.

There are traditional “win-
ter” events like sledding (if
énough snow falls) at sledding
hills in Hines Park and at Lola
Valley Park in Redford. And
there are indoor things to do to

programs. For instance, D&M
is offering all-day painting
workshops (call (734) 453~
3710 for details) Dec. 27-30.

“We always provide some-
thing for the kids to do during
the holiday break,” said Donna
Knight, D&M’s general manag-
er. “It picks up a little for our
workshops, We have some kids
who come to the all-day paint.
and stay over for our

Christmas workshop. That
gives parents some free time,
Any time the children are off
school, parents know we have

challenge the minds of chil-
dren, for instance the Detroit
Institute of Arts and The
Henry Ford, which is currently

running a three-dimensional some type of workshop going
version of the Tom Hanksfilm  on”
The Polar Express in addition Qasis Pottery in Plymouth ‘

n'l' 1?1

can provide a heliday distrac-
tion for youngsters looking to
explore their creative side.
Kids can come into Oasis and
pick out a piece of pottery, pick

to its other holiday a ies.

Places such as D&M Studios
in Canton also try totake
advantage of the holiday break
to bring children into their out the colors they want to use
and then paint their own
design on the piece.

Oasis owner B.J. Middaugh
takes over from there, firing
the pottery to create a person-
alized piece forthe children.
“The kids love it, and par-
ents are really trying to find
different activities to keep
their kids busy. It’s a very
‘interactive atmosphere. It's
i really a fun, easy way without
any stress put on their artistic
ability. It's more about fun,
and it takes away the intimida-
tion of art, as well. People
enjoy the interactivity as
opposed to going and sitting in
a movie theater.”

That’s welcome news for
" parents, many of whom seek
out things to do that get their
children out from in front of a
television or a computer
screen. v

Kathy Messics of Westland
has three elementary school
children and looks forward to
the holiday break because it
means there’s time to do fami-
| ly things. The Messicses have
memberships in places such as
The Henry Ford and the
Toledo Zoo specifically to pro-

TS TIME TO ORDER YOUR

B,

MONICA FOUTS | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

- Parents looking for things for their children to do during the holiday break from school can turn to focal bowling
alleys, as young Jessica Bishop did at Mayflower Lanes in Redford.

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTCGRAPHER

Qasis Pottery in downtown Plymouth offers fun for children and adults.
Nikkole Widener (far left), formerly from Canton, brought famity members .
to the store, (counter-clockwise) Lauren Daugherty, 8; Kalee Widener, 8;
Madeline Wilson, 4; Linda Widener; Shelby Widener, 11; and Kathryn

Daugherty, 1.

vide family activities.

“Those memberships are our
savior;” said Messics, whose
children are 7, 9 and 11. “We
can just pop in there for a cou-
ple of hours and it costs us
nothing. As a result, I have
kids who know how to actin a
museum and are looking for

something to do other than
staring at'a Game Boy. -

“T Jook forward to the holi- -
day break,” she added. “The
kids are good students, they
work hard, and they deserve
it”

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

‘parents are frequently loo

‘the things available:
'BOWLING o

THINGS TO DO

By halfway through th
break students have fror

o-week -
chool,

things for them to do. .
Here is a partial list of ‘so

B Beech Lanes, 15492 Beech -
Daly in Redford, (734) 531-3800.

. Cloverlanes, 28900 Schooleraft
in Livonia, (734) 427-6410.

B Woodland Lanes, 33775
Plymouth in Livonia, (734) 522-
4515.

B Westland Bowl, 5940 Wayne
Road, (734) 722-7570.

[ ] Wonderland 28455 Plymouth
in Livonia, (734) 427-1060.

B Plaza Lanes, 42001 Ann Arbor
Road in Plymouth, (734) 453-4880.
B Merri-Bowl, 30950 5 Mile in
Livonia, (734) 427-2900. ’

B Super Bowl, 45100 Ford Road
in Canton, (734) 459-6070. -

FAMILY ACTIVITIES

B Plymouth YMCA, call (734)
453-2904. ‘

B Livonia YMCA, (734) 263
2161. '

B Livonia Community
Recreation Center, (734) 466-2410.

B Oasis Pottery, 924 Ann Arbor
Trail in Plymouth, (734) 453-8797
<l D&M Studios, 8691 Lilley in
Canton, (734) 453-3710.

W Plymouth Cultural Center Ice
Arena, 525 Farmer, (734) 455-
6620.

OTHER IDEAS

B Detroit Institute of Arts,
5200 Woodward, (313) 833
7900.

‘B The Henry Ford, 20900 .

. Oakwood in Dearborn, (313) 982-

6001

B The Henry Ford IMAX
Theater, 20900 Oakwood, (313)

. 271-1570.

s §‘3'l-40 Coﬁm Delicfous
3JUMBO GOOK
SHRIMP

TWO POUND BAG

4.STEAK VALUE T K

%! Boneless » Rolled

) DELMONICO 99
' PORK ROAST 3 b

LEAN 'N' TENDER

Fully Cooked * 15-17 Ib. Whole

DRy, S22
IG AM only lb

s'rnnnm

994 |
RIB Bnns'l‘ only 5 > ’

ORDER YOURS TODAYI

Fresh Grade A Whole

toairens . 49:

Some places have all the fun!

Get in on the action of Club Games from the Michigan Lottery

There's Club Keno, with drawings every five minutes and 37 ways to play and win, and
the instant fun of Pull Tabs with a variety of fun themes — at your favorite hangouts. They
offer non-stop action with lots of games, lofs of ways to win and lots of great cash prizes.
Now serving fun and excitement: Club Games from 1he Michigan Lotteryf '

FAMILY PACK

I.ecm 3-4 F"ound Fresh | e » g
ggﬂ“ﬁﬁnﬁgﬂ sl99 LIVONIA woen . wow
b VONI |
“GREAT ON THE TR s oGt
Bench Pub Eaé.iside Mario’s
33653 Five Mife 31630 Plymouth Rd.
All Meat Jumbo ’ Bogarts Billiardl Cafe £} Nibble Nook ke | :
YDEARBORN S 3 . 30282 PymouthRdl. 97795 W, 8 Mile 37604 Ann Afoor R
. Cloverianes Bowl Ground Round ;
DINNER FRANKS o, & .. B R - 100 & ot P ..'%aiggiﬁﬁ,ngtoﬁ W

THREE POUND PACKAGE

HOLIDAY HOURS:

NEW YEAR'S EVE
9AM.-7PM.

NEW YEAR'S DAY
1HAM.-5PM.

Club Keno overall odds of Mnninglare from 1in 4 to 1in 17. Pull Tabs overali odds of winning are from 1 ir 45110 11n7.68.
i you bet more than you can afford to tose, you've 3ot a problem. Call 1-800-270:7117 for corfidentist help,

See our websue fnr more speclals- WWW. mnkes—marketplace comg

POF OE08284354 [
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Out with the Old o
In with the New!

| , 0%
As the new year rolls in, we’re rolling out the EXTRA Savings
on In Stock Home Furnishings that are already HOLIDAY

' ~ SALEPRICED!

- Come see the latest Bedrooms, Dining, Youth, o

‘ Accents and More! | | ~
Authorized Dealer of Stanley ® Bernhardt ® Sealy ¢ Hooker

-

* LaZBoy ® Barcolounger ® Stearns & Foster ® Nichols & Stone
e Canal Dover o Salgom e Hammary and others

Sinceid33 .

Walker/ Buzenberg

. - fine furniture -
240 Notth Main Street ® PLYMOUTH o (734) 459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 e Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 ® Sun. 1-5

10% Offer valid 12/26 through 12/31/04 Only

' ~ *Financing available with credit approval
www.walkerbuzenberg.com

Sofas, Recliners, Home Entertainment, Mattresses, -‘
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BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Redford Union’s dynamic duo of
Gregg Hill and Anthony Smelley -
showed their mettle Tuesday night,
collaborating on a game-winning
buzzer-beater against host Redford
Catholic Central.

Smelley’s trey from the left-cor-
ner as time expired enabled the
Panthers (4-1) to escape with a
thrilling 53-50 victory. The cluich
shot ruined Catholic Central’s furi-
ous fourth-quarter comeback,
when the Shamrocks (0-4) out-
pointed RU 22-10.

Hill started the winning play by
penetrating into the key, then dish-
g off to an open Smelley who
knocked it down.

“I had to make it because I
missed the layup I shot before
that,” said Smelley, who scored 11
points and grabbed five rebounds.
“And it was fun to beat them. They
(Shamrocks) beat us at home last
year and we returned the favor?”

According to Panthers’ head
coach Brett Steele, the victory was

-“a big one for our program.
They've kind of been our nemesis,
Two years ago, we won 19 straight .
and we lost to them in the districts.
Last year, they beat us at home,

“We had to get over this hurdle
and it would have been a shame if

*

Catholic Central, with Smelley
onthe bench most of the fourth
quiarter due to foul trouble, came
back from a 15-point deficit and
tied the game 50-50 with 3:22 to
play on a trey by junior guard Rob
Forte (six points) from the left
wing,

But the Shamrocks missed a
subsequent chance to take the
lead, missing two foul shots, The
tearns traded baskets until
Smelley’s big-time jumper.
Catholic Central head coach Rick
Coratti wondered out loud what
the outcome miight have been had
his squad actually gone out in front
ctown the streteh.

"1t we hit those two tree throws |
think it would have changed the
complexion a little bit,” Coratti
said. “It would have given us our
first lead” since the second quarter.

Garrett Senczyszyn of Redford
Catholic Central drives around
Redford Union’s Anthony Smelley
during Tuesday night's game.

GETTING IT DONE

Steele, meanwhile, lauded his
players for riding out the storm
and making plays in crunch time.

“Gregg made good penetration
and Anthony made a great shot,”
Steele said. “It showed the charac-
ter of our kids to find a way to win
that game. We executed in our last
two possessions the way we want-
ed to. That's why they’re very good
basketball players.”

Hill led the Panthers with 16
points while junior guard Chris
Brown also had a solid game with
15 points (including three triples).
Chipping in with five and four
points, respectively, were junior
forward Steve Brown and senior
center David Johnson II1.

Catholic Central’s top scorer,
with 16 points, was junior center
Aras Butkanas. Junior forward
Garrett Senczyszyn tallied 11 while
senior f()l Wa I'(] D(Hnlhl(] ue iSCh(‘T
netted nise. Secring <iv caeh woese
Forte and jumor forward Chss
Davis.

Redford Union, after talling
behind 7-0 in the early stages, tied

PHOTOS BY ERIC BRONSON | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

PLEASE SEE SHAMROCKS A9 Greqq Hill of Redford Union wades through Redford Catholic Central defenders and tries to hit a fourth-quarter shot.

Nets & notes

PCA's Sumner
accomplished
in athletics, music

_ BYED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

‘There aren’t many high school basket-
ball players around who are talented
enough to perform the national anthem,
then moments later go out and make the
netd sing on the basketball court.

Courit Plymouth Christian Academy’s
multi-faceted senior point guard Stephen
Sumner among that smail fraternity.

" “We've brought it up with Stephen,”
PCA basketball coach Doug Taylor said,
referring to the singing/playing combina-
tion. “But he is so focused on basketball
prmr to the game, he said he'd rather not

, 100. If he did do both, he'd do a great
Job at both. Stephen is one of those kids
that is solid in everything he does”

Stimner has made a strong impression
at PCA with his three-pronged combina-
tion of athletic ability, musical skills and
academic achievements. Athletically, the
Livonia resident has earned letters in bas-
ketball, baseball and soccer over the past
three years while accumulating a stellar
3.6 grade-point average in the classroom.

Musically, he plays both the pianc and
guitar, and leads the music portxon of the
school’s weekly youth chapel sessions.

Sibling guidance

Sumner’s proficiency on the basketball
court developed as a youngster when he
followed around older sisters, Sarah, 25,
and Rachel, 22, who both excelled at hoop
for PCA.

“It seems like I've been playing basket-
ball since I started walking,” Sumner said.
“I have great memories of going to my sis-
ters, games and runmng around onthe

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Plyzﬁouth Christian Academy basketball player Stephen Sumner fs also a talented musician and

plish the same

¢ ing together to
achieve the goal.
I also like the
i self-discipline it
gdo Raliiile takes to get out
and shoot for
hours on the driveway to improve my
skills. If I could only play one sport, it
would definitely be basketball. I love it
Sumner’s fondest high school basketball
memory came during his sophomore year,
when he played through a series of
injuries to lead the Eagles to a homecom-
ing night victory,
~ “Iactually played with a broken arm
and a busted eyebrow,” he said. “I hurt my
arm during warmups, ‘but I didn’t know it
was broken until [ went to the hospital
after the game. My eyebrow got messed
up during the game. I only scored six

goal, then work- .

) excellent student. A three-year starter, Sumner serves as the Eagles' point guard this season.

points, but I remember that game because
of everything I went through

Sumner also shined in another game
during his 10th-grade season, Taylor
remembered.

“Stephen has had a number of good
games over the past couple of years, but
there was a district game we won his’
sophomore year against Detroit City when
he played really well,” Taylor said. “I knew
he was going to be a player after I saw him
play that well as a sophomore in a big dis-
trict game.”

Small-school appeal

Attending a small, private school has
been enjoyable for Sumner, who has been
a student at PCA since kindergarten.

“We only have 50-some students in my
senior class, so you get to know everyone a

PLEASE SEE SUMNER, AN

Chargers

win mat
tourney

The Livonia Churchill wrestling
team won the Olivet Invitational for
the second year with blowout wins
against Charlotte (63-18), Westland
John Glenn (50-17) and Mayville (56-
18), and a thriller against Grand Ledge
(34-30).

The Dec. 18 tournament win marks
the fourth in a row for the Chargers
who, along with Grand Ledge, are
ranked in the top 10 in the state.

Lightweights Alex Fowler (103
pounds) and Tim Hexsel (112) outlast-
ed their opponents from Grand Ledge,
winning by points 10-0 and 14-2,

respectively. Justin Smith, wrestling at
" the 130-pound weight class, downed

Brett Nichols 14-6 while 152-pounder
Ben Adams defeated Pat Wright 10-6

in the match against Grand Ledge, and

both Smith and Adams won by deci-
sion in the Glenn matchup as well.

Manuel Schubert downed Mike
Churchill 12-4 at the 171-pound level,
Joe Bargerstock defeated Josh Bond 8-
4 at 189, Hafeez Qureshi needed only
52 seconds to pin Kyle Boging at 215
and heavyweight Pat Draheim needed
only one more second than Qureshi in
pinning Joe Nelson.

Adams bumped up to 160 pounds to
down David Wood from Glenn, and
Schubert, Bargerstock, Qureshi and
Draheim all won their matches. Jamie
Murray (145) and Greg Roberts (119)
each recorded victories in the Glenn
match while falling in the Grand Ledge
match. Winners for Glenn against
Churchill were: Rowdy Glasgow (125)
beating Johnpaul Gafke 15-4, Orlando
Carswell (135) downing Eric Brace 10-
6, Saif Naber (140) over Dale Rush 11-2
and Reese Cox pinning Josh Kelly at
the 145-pound level in 1:22.

+

Wrestling tourney

The Elks-Saiem
Wrestling Tournament will
be held Wednesday at
Salem High School in
Canton. Wrestlers repre-
senting 18 teams — includ-
ing Salem, Westiand John
Glenn and Redford Union
- will compete in the indi-
vidual-format tourna-
ment,

The first match will
start at 9:30 a.m.

Spring leagues

The North Redford
Central Little League will
be accepting registrations
for the 2005 season from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 15; 5:30-8 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 25; and
from10 am. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 5-at the
New Redford Township
Library.

Players must be ages 5-
16 for baseball, 6-16 for
softbaill and 5-18 for the
Challenger League (for

- disabled individuals).

Boundaries for North
Redford Centrai Little
League are as follows: For
baseball, Six Mile north to
Eight Mile and Telegraph
west to Farmington; for
softball, alf of Redford,
The Challenger League
does not have boundaries.

Birth Certificates are
required for
registration. For further
information, piease con~
tact the following individ-
uals: Baseball, Robert,
(313) 516-2512; softball,
Andy, (313) 533-0237;
Challenger League,
Darryi, (313) 532-5706.

Wolfpack tryouts

Tryouts for the Western
Wayne Wolfpack AAU bas-
ketball teams for girls
between the ages of 10
and 13 will be held on
three separate mghts in
January.

On Jan. 4, tryouts for
the 12-and-under team
will be held 6-7:30 p.m. at
East Middle School,
Tryouts for the 13-and-
under team will be held
7:30-9 p.m. Jan. 4 at
East.

Tryouts for the 10-and-
under Wolfpack squad wil
be held 6-8 p.m. Jan. 12
at Isbister Elementary
School. The final tryout -

- for the 11-and-under unit

~ will be held 6-8 p.m.
Jan. 13 at West Middle
School.

For more information,
cali Fred Thomann at
{734) 484-7746; or Bob
Biohm at (734) 495-3160
or (734) 414-8156,

Youth wrestling

The second session of
the Canton Wrestiing
Club will run from Jan. 3
through March 13, The
cost is $45 and includes
membership in the
Michigan Youth Wrestling
Association and a club T-
shirt.

Registration will be held
Wednesday, Dec. 15 from
7 p.m. fo 9.p.m. in room
305 of Canton High
School's Phase Il build-
ing. Practices will be held
Mondays and
Wednesdays. Athletes
from first through eighth
grades may participate. .
Practices will be divided -
into beginning and
advanced wrestlers.

For more information,
contact Canton wrestling
coach Casey Randolph at
(734) 697-2083 or e-maif
him at
C randolph44@yahoo.com.

Brad Emons, editor .
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Salem falls to Crestwood

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Twas a few nights before
Christmas, and all through the
Allen Park High School gym, not
many Plymouth Salem jump
shots were falling, most bounced
harmlessly off the rim.

Tuesday night’s opening-round

game of the Allen Park Christmas

Tournament was anything but
merry for the cold-shooting

Rocks, who dropped a 61-53 deci-.

sion to Dearborn Heights
Crestwood. Salem’s shooters had
a difficult time finding the range
against the Chargers’ mostly zone
— but always scrappy — defense,
as they managed to connect on
just 20-0f-66 field goals (30 per-
cent). The Rocks found the mark
on only 1-of-15 3-point attempts.

The setback dropped Salem to
0-5. Crestwood improved its
record to 3-2 heading into
Wednesday night’s championship
contest against the host Jaguars,
who upended Woodhaven, 64-51,
in Tuesday night’s second semi-
final game.

“We pressured the ball in the
first half, but in the second half
we dropped back into a zone and
focused on putting pressure on
the wings,” explained Crestwood
coach Bob Ostrowski. “The main
thing we wanted to do was get a
hand in their face every time th
shot, and I think we did that for
the most part.

“I have to hand it to Salem,
though. They played extremely
hard and they adjusted well to
the defenses we used.”

The Chargers’ low-post tandem
of seniors Ellis Russ (6-foot-5)
and Jesse Adams (6-5) combined
to make it a rough night for the
Rocks. Russ twined five of his
first six shots from the field and
made 12 free throws en routeto a
26-point effort. Adams only
scored 10, but he pulled down a

game-high 12 rebounds.

Senior guard Steve Popp was
Crestwood’s most effective
perimeter player, netting 13,
including a pair of 3%.

Senior forward Dave Cardenas
turned in a solid performance for
the Rocks, finishing with 14
points and five rebounds. Kyle
Price chipped in with seven
points while sophomores J.P.
Truesdell and Jierah Dixon had .
sixeach. .

Joe Halewicz and Kevin
Bradley also pulled down five
boards for the Rocks.

. Both teams struggled handling
the basketball as Crestwood

- turned it over 28 times while .

Salem committed 24 miscues,

The Rocks led 15-13 after the
opening quarter, but Crestwood
used a 10-0 run toward the latter
stages of the second quarter to
secure a 31-30 halftime lead.

The half ended in spectacular
fashion for Salem, which was bol-
stered — at least momentarily —
by a rare four-point play by
Dixon, who was fouled on a suc-
cessful 3-point shot before nailing
the subsequent free throw.

The Chargers built a seven- -
point lead mua-way through the
third quarter before Truesdell
scored four straight points to
bring Salem to within 41-38.
However, Adams tallied two
quick successive baskets to finish
the quarter and give Crestwood a
45-38 cushion with eight minutes
to play.

Crestwood sealed the VICtOI’y by
outscoring the Rocks 11-2 over
the first three minutes of the clos-
ing quarter. Russ accounted for
six of the points, which included a
break-away dunk.

Salem was successful on 12-of-
22 free-throw attempts (54.5 per-
cent) while the Chargers sank 18~
of-28 shots (64.2 percent) from
the stripe.
ewright@oe.homecomminet | (734) 953-2108
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Farmington cagers oust Spartans

BY PAT ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday night,
Farmington’s boys basketball

_ team sure didn’t play like an

0-3 squad.

The Falcons did what they
needed to do down the stretch
to come away with their first
victory of the season against
Stevenson, 53-49.

Falcon senior guard Garry
Abidin led all scorers with 20
points but Farmington coach
Steve Norgrove credits Edwin
‘Carey (9 points) with opening
up the Falcons’ offense.

“I thought (Carey) had the

' best game of anyone on our

team today;” said Norgrove,

Carey, who scored six of his
nine points in the final 2:12 of
the game, put heavy pressure
on the Spartans’ point players
forcing numerous turnovers,
especially late in the game.

“We talked a lot this week
about effort level,” Norgrove
said.

“As a staff, we felt that we
weren't getting the energy and
enthusiasm from our team
that they were capable of giv-
ing. Tonight they demonstrat-
ed what they're capable of”

Spartan senior forward Tom
Clements agam led Stevenson,
this time with 19 points and
10 rebounds, but the inability
to get Clements post opportu-
nities late in the game cost

in getting the ball to the places
and the people that we needed
to get it to,” Spartan coach Bill
Dyer said. “In the first half
when we made plays it was
when we got to the basket. In
the second half, it seemed like
we settled for jump shots too
much.”

Trailing after each of the
first three quarters,
Farmington (1-3) battled back
and took the lead at 44-40
with 4:24 to go.

But then the Spartans went
on a seven point run to jump
back into the lead by three
with under three minutes left.

After Farmington scored
five straight and Carey hita
deuce to keep the Falcons up

jump shots.

“We Just didn’t imake plays,”
Dyer said, “we need to get bet-
ter at makmg plays down the
stretch. i

The Falcons-hit only two of ‘**
their final six free throws, but M
after the Spartans missed a«s
their final four from the stripes
Abidin’s free throw with 11 ™~
seconds left sealed the deal for
the Falcons.

‘Norgrove tried to help
Abidin settle down after miss-
ing three potential game-sealr
ing free throws. ,

“I put itin terms, nOtSC  .uuie
much as game pressure, as ,If;;s
opposed to ‘hey, you need to
be out there and pad your f-hz’)
stats, ” Norgrove said. “If you~

-~
¥
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_“not only contributing the Stevenson (2-3) their third by a pair, it became a free want to be a key player you .«
nine points but what he did loss of the season. throw contest as Stevenson need to be able tohandle  .sd
offensively for us” “We weren't really efficient  couldn’t knock down their those sitnations” HEP

1w
o
' v vengeance and to the chagrin 50 with 14 secondstogoin - mailed it in. nry
SHAMROCKS of Steele, momentum shifted.  regulation, when Davis scored “The kids played hard and ~vig
With the Shamrocks putting ~ from the paint. (they) saw that good things «
FROM PAGE A8 tremendous pressure on the . That set the stage for can happen if you do that,” Sald,q
RU backcourt, Fischer scored ~ Smelley’s three-ball. Coratti, noting his team might...i
the game at 9-9 after one three layups in a 45-second ’ be pressing to win its first of woiH
frame and then seemingly took  span to suddenly cut the mar- ~ GOOD EXPERIENCE the season. v
control of the game in the mid-  gin to 43-37 with nearly seven ' The Shamrocks will have
dle two quarters. It was 26-18  minutes remaining. Forte’s Both coaches said the up- another chance to break into ==y’
at halftime and 43-28 after trey capped off an 18-3 run and-down tilt should provide  the win column when they face.
three. and knotted the contest at 46-  invaluable experience. Detroit Rogers 5:45 pm. i
But the Shamrocks opened ~ 46. The shot hit the rim, ‘ “We learned a valuable les- Monday at the annual Motor ...}
“the fourth on a triple by bounced highintotheairand  son in a positive way because City Roundball Classic (hosted.y
Butkanas to trim the RUlead rattled through. we won the game,” Steele said. by University of Detroit- -4
to 43-31. But Steve Brown kept the “But you can’t be tentative Jesuit). Redford Union is idle+ -
Butkanas had left the game ~ Panthers on top withacouple  against pressure. You have to until 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 4,
with about three minutes left of key layups, the second one attack pressure and I take against visiting Livonia i T
in the third after tweaking an on a nifty shovel pass from responsibility for that” Franklin. . T
ankle injury. With his ankle Hill. , Coratti said his team battled s -
taped, he caime back with a Catholic Central made it 50-  back when it could have tsmith@oe.homecomm.net | 734) 953-2104 c.... .
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-WHERE HOMETOWN  STORIES UNFOLD

|GS JERSEY!

in Our Classified Section
day & Sunday to see how you can enter!

AT "THE JOE”

40th Annual
Great Lakes Invitational

Wed., Dec. 29
: Michigan vs. Michigan Tech « 4:30 PM
% Michigan State vs. New Hampshire ¢ 8:00 PM

Thu., Dec. 30 .
Third Place Game « 4:30 PM
Championship Game ¢ B:00 PM

* Medication reminders J)elpuism

i | e

Wih Prices Like These You Can’t Afford NOT to Move in!

% Independént Living Enhanced Living

Smrtz’hg at only $89.00 per day!

» Spacious private apartments utilities included

Starting at only $59.00 per day! -

* Spacious private apartments utilities included

¢ 24 hour staffing
* All meals included

*» Housekeeping & complete laundry service

¢ 24 hour staffing
o Chef prepared dinners

* Housekeeping & flat linen laundry service

Inde pendence ; Tickets are available at the Joe Louis
ss ' z Arena box office, call 313-396-7575 o
|

Vil we

Plvmouth

saccityguide

Enter for a chance to win Free Tickets at
www.aolcityguide.com/detroit/collegehockey

log on to collegehockeyatthejoe.com
You Just Know You're at the Right Place.
14707 Northville Road « Plymouth, MI 48170 - (800) 803-5811

wwuw.seniorvillages.com
" Professionally managed by Senior Village Management

s, dlial zone ai condntiomng, overhead oonso1e
M/EM stereo cassette. Stock #41554. WAS $29,995

31 Available
at Simitar
Sa

LINCO LIN
MEROURY

*Plus tax mle Ilcense & destmatuon Rebates computed in price. lnoludes retlree bonus rebate for Customers ermmatlng curren I\/iSl Iaes.
“All leases are 10,500 miles/yr. With approved credit plus tax, title, acquisition fee. Must take delivery from dealer stock. Expires 12/31/04.
e—

OE0B8284216
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" BYTIMSMITH -
 STAFF WRITER

Sometimes hard work brings
a payoff, and that was the case
Tuesday night.

“Redford Catholic Central sen-
ior forward Mike Oakleaf scored
on a breakaway in the third
pétiod to break a 3-3 tie and
serid the Shamrocks on to a 6-3
non-league triumph over Grosse
Ile in a game played at Trenton's
Kennedy Recreation Center.

“I was real happy to see Mike
Oakleaf get the game-winner,’
said Catholic Central head coach
Todd Johnson, whose team
improved to 6-2-1. “I'm trying to
preach to these guys that if you
do all the little things, you can
be rewarded. And Mike Gakleaf
does all the little things that
hopefully make you a better
hockey team.”

i

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, December 26, 2004

On the winner, an unassisted
goal scored with 7:30 to play,
Oakleaf stripped the puck from
a Grosse [le defenseman at the
Catholic Central blue line and
took it the rest of the way before
stuffing it into the Red Devils’
goal.

Securing the Shamrocks’ vic-
tory were late goals by junior |
forward Wade Lafever (assisted | f
by Kevin Horal and Colin
Ronayne) and senior forward |
John Horal (assisted by Lafever.
and Kevin Horal). The latter
marker was scored intoan .
empty net.

Catholic Central broke out to
a 3-1lead after the first period
on a goal by senior forward
Chris New and two by senior-
forward Jason Lewarne.

“Jason is a good geal scorer;”
Johnson said.

“He led the team with six

§
13
|
i
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shots on goal and that’s what
good goal scorers do — they
shoot the pu

Senior forward Harrison
Niemann assisted on two of the
first-period markers. Other
Shamrocks collecting assists
were junior forward Dan
Barczuk, Oakleaf, junior for-
ward Steve Jankowski and jun-
ior defenseman Tim Buttery,
playing his second game after
recovering from a back injury.

But for the second consecu-
tive game, Johnson’s team relin-
quished a two-goal lead. The
Red Devils knotted the game at
3-3 after two on goals by Kenny
Kobb and Cody Holzworth.

Unlike Saturday, when the
Shamrocks coughed up a 2-0
lead but managed a 2-2 tie with
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s,
Catholic Central had a better
result thanks to the three-goal

icers double up Grosse lle

-Johnson hopes it is a trend
that won’t be repeated.

“It was just another typical
game that we've played so far,
where we look good for 20 or 25
minutes and then fall asleep for
lapses,” Johnson said. “Our

schedule is too tough. If you fall

asleep against these teams,
they’ll take advantage.

“That’s two games in a row
that we lost two-goal leads
against good teams. We weren’t
so fortunate against St. Mary's”

- Earning Tuesday’s goaltend-
ing victory, with 16 saves, was
sophomore Brian Hogan

Catholic Central is now idle
until 6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 5
The Shamrocks are slated to
face University of Detroit-Jesuit
at City Arena in Detroit.

tsmith@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2106

Squirt champlons
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The Livonia Squirt Blackhawks finished 5-0, including a double overtime victory over the Dearborn Thunder in

the finals, to be crowned Squirt Champions at the third annual Thanksgiving Tournament, Nov, 26-28, at the

% DISC Arena in Dearborn. The Blackhawks defeated the Livonia Flyers (6-4), St. Clair Shore Gold Wings (4-2),

¢ Dearborn Hawks (7-6) and Livonia Canadians (8-2) en route to the title. Members of the Blackhawks include
(bottom) goalie Michael Kanitra, (front row, from left) Alex Stavar, Matt Sinclair, Tony Wilson, Adam McPherson,

: » Adam Panaretos, Jimmy Roznowski, Brenden Massucci, Matt Cassar; (second row, from left) Stuart Saules,

» Austin Stevens, Chris Leach, Derek Raupp, Jacob Sawecki, Andrew loanou. Coaches inclutde Scott Sinclair,

% Randy Stevens, Greg Panaretos (head coach), Chuck Cassar, and Jim Roznowski. Team Sponsors include

¢ Tregaskiss, LTD, Leo's Coney Island-Laurel Park, and Standard Federal Bank-Westland.

| vs. BOSTON CELTICS

* SUNDAY, .IANUARY 2AT 6 PM

$ % tickets, 4 SUBWAY® 6"

o %

WM RN F @

:phohos taken with Pistons fans.

»

L WED, JANUARY 12 AT 7:30 PM

vouc
Pistons collectibles for just $119. Adti

s JAN. 2-?#!!1 T!ﬁﬂi Bank Pheoto Sundays featu
¢ players on the court available to have their

" §E
:vs. MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES
. THURSDAY, JANURRY 6 AT 7:30 P

avs.. N"WGR&EAN&H@RNEFS

SEATS S"Hl ,
AV; AILABLE

h & Seh
Tomoreow vs. Nets on WB20 @730 pm
Wed, 12/29 vs. Wizards on WB20 @7 pin
Thu, 12/30 vs, Beat on TNT @8 pm
Sat. /1 Prime Tome Pistans on WB20 @7 pm

Pistans Weekly show Sundays at midnight on
WA aadl‘mdggs 630 pmon FSN Detrolt

4 Fistons games can be heard
on WOFN 1130 AW

HOOPS WEEK AHEAD’

BOYS BASKETBALL
Monday, Dec. 27
(Motor City Roundball Classic at UD-Jesuit)

Redford CC vs. Detroit Rogers, 5:45 p.m.
(River Rouge Holiday Classic)
Wayne vs. O.L. St. Mary's, 4 p.m.

John Glenn vs. Seuthfield, 6 p.m.
Agape Christian at Emmanuel
Warrior Christmas Classic, TBD

Tuesday, Dec. 28
{River Rouge Holiday Classic)
Wayne vs. Southfietd, 4 p.m.

John Glenn vs. Utica Eisenhower, 6 p.m.
Agape Christian at Emmanuel
Warrior Christmas Classic, TBD

Wednesday, Dec, 29
Canton at Harper Woods Notre Dame, 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 30
Plymouth Christian at
Warren Bethesda, 7:30 p.m.
MEN'S COILLEGE BASKETBALL
Wednesday, Dec.29
(Hope College Russ DeVette Classic)
Madonna vs. Augustana (L), 6 p.m.
Hope College vs. Grace Bible, 8 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 30
Hope College DeVette Ciassic, 6 & 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 5 )
Un-Dearborn at Madonna, 7:30 p.m.
Alpena at Schoolcraft, 7:30 pm.
Saturday, Jan. 8

Siena Heights at Madonna, 3 p.m.
Schoolcraft at Deita CC, 3 p.m.

WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Monday, Dec. 27
Madonna at Dominican Univ. (Calif.), 10 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 29
(Peninsula Hoops Classic, Menlo, Calif.}
Madonna vs. Notre Dame de Namur, TBA.
Thursday, Dec. 30
{Peninsula Hoops Classic, Menla, Calif.)
Madonna vs. Menle Coliege (Calif.), TBA.

Noftification iz given that First Tennessee Bank National
Association, 165 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38103, has
filed an application with the Comptroller of the Currency on
December 22, 2004, as specified in 12 CFR 5 for permission to
establish a staffed branch at 20600 Eureka Rd., Taylor, Michigan
48180, to be operated under the name of First Horizon Bank, a
division of First Tennessee Bank National Association. Any person
wishing to comment on this application may file comments in
writing with the Licensing Manager, Office of Comptroller of
Currency, Southern District, 500 North Akard Street, Suite 1600,
Dallas, Texas 75201, within 30 days of the date of this publication.

Publish: December 26, 2004

T TENNESSEE BANE NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION

OE08284165
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. ing the second game of a two-
¢ game game-miscondaet

| during the final seconds of

- Canton on Dec. 15.

ANDREW RUBENSTEIN

Plymouth Salem senior goalie Brandon DeMars made 29 saves Tuesday
night in the Rocks’ 4-3 victory over West Bloomfield in the annual
“Chaltenge Cup"” game. DeMars is pictured above making a save against

- Canton’s Bryan Wioncek in a game played earlier this season.

Challenge met

Salem icers outskate Lakers, 4-3

BY ED.WRIGHT The Rocks led 1-0 following
STAFF WRITER the opening period thanks to a
Kris Brant goal. Craigen
It was appropriate that Bauldry picked up his first of
Salem’s hockey team was par-  four assists on the night.
ticipating in the annual - David Carey made it 2-0
“Challenge Cup” game against = when he beat West Bloomfield
West Bloomfield on Tuesday goalie Mike Perec with three
night. minutes into the second peri~
Considering four of the od. Carey was assisted by
Rocks’ top players were serv- Brant and Bauldry.
ing game-misconduct penal- . The Lakers cut their deficit
ties and several others were in half with six seconds
suffering from the flu, simply =~ remaining in the period when
putting a team on the icewasa  Anthony Giglio scored offa
challenge for coach Fred pass from Alex Smith.
Feiler. Joel Cheesman found the

back of the net twice for Salem
in the third period to help ice
the victory. Luke Smith and -

Despite the adversity, Salem
skated past the Lakers, 4~3,
before an enthusiastic crowd
atthe Plymouth Cultural

Center. The victory boosted the final 15 minutes for the

the Rocks’ record to 6-4-1. Lakers.

“We found out a lot about West Bloomfield outshot the
ourselves in that game,” said Rocks, 32-24.
Feiler. “Some of our young and “Our goalie, Brandon

inexperienced players found
out what it’s like to play a full
game. The guys that were

DeMars, played real well,”
Feiler said. “He had a b1g
game, considering they out-

playing with the flu really dug  shotus by quite a bit”

down deep and toughed it out. Bauldry played the final

I was very proud oftheentire  eight minutes of the game

team’s effort” with a broken nose, which he
Salem played without ‘suffered in a mid-ice collision

with a Laker.

Salem returns to action on
Tuesday, Jan. 4, when it battles
P-CEP neighbor Plymiouth at
the Compuware Sports Arena.
The opening face-off is set for
6 p.m.

starters Tommy Cooper; Adam
Gillikin, John Maurer and
Chris Wilson, who were serv-

penalty thai was dished out

Salem’s 4-3 victory over
ewright@oe homecomm.net | {734) 953-2108

Giglio lit up the scoreboard in -

Redford Township Department of Solid Waste Management
2004 Holiday Sanitation Schedule

Redford Township residents are reminded there will be no change for curbside sanitation
collection for cither the 2004 Christmas or New Year’s Holiday. Your trash and recycling
will be picked up on your normal scheduled collection day.

Happy Holidays from:

Charter Township of Redford
Department of Solid Waste Management

Publish: December 23, 26 & 30, 2004 OE08279829

FIRST TENNESSEE BANK NATIONAL -
ASSOCIATION

Notification is given that First Tennessee Bank National
Association, 165 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38103, has
filed applications with- the Comptroller of the Currency on
December 22, 2004, as specified in 12 CFR 5 for permission to
establish staffed branches at 38701 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Michigan
48152 and 37551, 37557 & 37561 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia,
Michigan 48150, to be operated under the name of First Horizon
Bank, a division of First Tennessee Bank National Association.
. Any person wishing to comment on these applications may file
comments in writing with the Licensing Manager, Office of
Comptroller of Currency, Southern District, 500 North Akard
Street, Suite 1600, Pallas, Texas 75201, within 30 days of the date

of this publication.
Publish: December 26, 2004

OE08284164

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF REDFORD
PUBLIC NOTICE ’

MINUTES OF REGULAR AND SPECIAL
'MEETINGS FOR THE
MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 2004

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the approved minutes for Regular and Special

Meetings of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Redford are posted at the

. followi.ng public places within the Township:

Ice Arena, 12400 Beech Daly -

Community Center, 12121 Hemingway

Library, 156150 Norborne

Department of Publit Services, 12200 Beech Daly
Town Hall, 15145 Beech Daly

Approved minutes may also be viewed on-line at www.redfordiwp.com *

GARTH J, CHRISTIE, Clerk
Chanrter Township of Redford

Publish: December 26, 2004
OE08284122
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Real Estate

Did you ever consider Investing in |
* Real.Estate or increasing your existing
portfoho? If so, we would like to invite you
to join us-for an informative evening present-

Investing
Made
Simple

As seen on
“Your Friend -
in the Business”
_on WDIV:
Channel 4 TV

FAMILY OWNED & OPERA% FOR OVER 30 YEARS
SALES © SERVICE  INSTALLATION © PARTS

. Endorsed by |
, _ JOEGAGNON
- “The Appliance Doctor”
1270 & 950 AM Radio .

“Ask The Handyman”
p «Consumer Advocate -

—  oFraud Investigator. ..
*Radio Talk Show Hos‘l \

ALL MAKES
and MODELS

.

REZSS

Furnace Cleaning
and Inspection
Reg...$79.95 NOW...$59.95

SAVE $20.00

T HWLD Y W T €9 %G

B B

zing Fred Richter, National Speaker and Founding Member of
:Rlchter & Associates;r Inc., a Property . Management Firm
Specializing ‘in the Management of Investor's Single Family
Portfolios and Jim Reith, Senior Mortgage Broker on the David Hail -
fl‘eam at Bock Financial who specializes in Investment Type Loans,

: 1 Join us Thursday, January 13, 2005 at 6 PM

Adrmss:on is Free but you. must have a ticket to enter.

Embassy Suites Hotel.
19525 Victor Parkway (BetWeen 7 & 8 Mnle) leonia

To Reserve ‘Your Ticket Please Call (248) 548~5100

For More Information please log onto our website at www.richterassoc.com

With this coupon ¢ Not valid with other offers
mg)égires 1-31 05 '

BATEE

r" a--x

mates ¢ Licensed and Insured
‘Michigan State Lic. 71-01599

LO Ford Road Garden City
Showroomland Parts

o "f e R,

i
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The Garden Clty vars1ty boys
swim team captured the
Saturday, Dec. 18, Mega Blue
Relays at Eastern Michigan
University with a 76-67 margin
over second-place Dearborn
Heighis Crestwood.

But the Cougars won due to
the disqualification of
Crestwood’s 400 individual
medley relay team, Garden City
head coach Julie Johnston said.

“I that didn’t happen,
Crestwood would have won the
meet,” Johnston said. “We would
have lost the meet by two points.
But still, we were gearing up for
second, we were prepared for
second. So finishing first was a
‘nice surprise.”

Lineoln Park took third place,
with 62 points. Garden City col-
lected four first-place finishes:

B The unit of Jeremy Bird,
Brent Alexander and Ken Kastl
took the 600 free relay with a
timne of 7:11.15.

B Awarded first in the 400
IM relay due to the Crestwood
disqualification was the quaitet
of Bird, Jon Turnbull, Chris
Clendenning and Eric
Thackaberry. They swam the
event in 5:04.8.

200 free : .ay, finishing first, -
third and fifth, Johnston sald

 The first-place unit was com-

posed of Turnbul}, Ford, Matt
Fitzgibbons and Ryan Day, fin-
ishing the event in 1:47.74.

The Cougars, who resume
action Thursday, Jan. 13, at
Gibraltar Carlson, also picked
up five seconds and one third.

“My team did an awesome
job,” Johnston said. “They rea.]ly
wanted it bad”

RU fourth

Also last Saturday at EMU,
Redford Union placed fourth in
the Mega White Relays, trailing
Wyandotte, Southgate and
Woodhaven.

Head coach Maury Masalin
said the Panthers lacked energy,
possibly due to a heavy early-
season meet schedule.

_ This was our sixth meets in
less than 22 days overall (and)
we have had only had 14 days of
practice during that time,”
Masalin said. “What 1 did like
was our divers (Dan Holst, Mike
Yantz), who finished second in
our division.”

Masalin said the team will
enjoy eight days of quality prac-
tice in preparation for the next
meet, 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 6, at

Stephen Sumner is a talented balihandler and perlmeter shooter for the
Plymouth Christian Academy basketball team.

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SUMNER
FROM PAGE A8

lot better than you would at
larger schools,” Sumner said.
“There are probably about 15
students who P've attended
school with since we were all
in kindergarten.”

Despite his athletic prowess,
music will probably play more
‘of a role in Sumner’s future, he

anywhere with basketball, I'd
like to work in a youth min-
istry and use music as a tool to
get into that,” Sumner said.
Although he may not play
collegiate basketball, Sumner
won't give the sport up alto-
gether. His 10-year-old broth-
er, Matthew, will make sure of
that, :
“We play a lot of basketball
together,” Sumner said. “Hes
actually pretty good, and it
will be fun watching him pliy

lorqess cagers :

M
W
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cruise to victory

- BY TIM SMIT-B
STAFF WRITER

Four players hit double digits
Tuesday night to lift Redford
Bishop Borgess to a77-63 boys
basketball victory over visiting

- Detroit-Charlotte Forten

Academy.

Leading the Spartans (2-2) |
was sophomore guard Darryl
Warthen, with 15 points and
eight assists. Chipping in with
13 points and 17 rebounds was
6-6 senior center D’Angelo
Seale.

Contributing 12 points and
four steals was junior guard
T.R. Ellis, while senior forward
David Davis scored 10 points
and pulled down five boards.

“Coming off that tough loss
against (Harper Woods) Notre
Dame, this was good,” Spartans
head coach Tony Woods said.
“The fellas became a team.”

The morning of the 55-41

. loss to Notre Dame, a shooting

took the life of Ellis’ father.
Despite tha tragedy, Ellis and

- the Spartans gave it their all

against the Fighting Irish, but
played “with a heavy heart,” the
coach said. :

Tuesday, the team came out
with spring in its collective

step, rushing out to a:14-2 lead.

Charlotte Forten made a 27
game out of it, however, cutting”
the Borgess lead to 34-33 at
halftime. But the Spartans
started to break open the game &
in the third frame and capped‘ i
it off with a 25-p01nt final staf e
za.

- “Our big fella (Seale) played

BT

a terrific game and so did T.R. R
Ellis” Woods said. “He (Ellis), S
has been solid all year” =

The Spartans resume actioﬁ“f ’
Tuesday, Jan. 4, at Waterford ~ ",
Our Lady of the Lakes. The ~m
next game at Borgess is 7 p. m. =
Friday, Jan. 7, against Detr01t m
Holy Redeemer. ,

BERKiF.Y 48, CHURCHILL 38; Junior ' ,’
guard Eli Weiner led all scorers with 19° ,f‘;
points for the Bears as they dropped -
winless Livonia Churchill to 0-4 overali .
Tuesday night. -

Matt Weitzman had 10 points for
Berkley, which outscored the Chargers!
14-4in the pivotal second quarter,

“They played with more energy,” |
Churchill coach Jim Solak said, “We're
still searching for answers and we'l! flnd
them eveniually, we 've just got to get i
through it.”

Corte Diaz and Sean Adkins each haH
eight for Churchill and Mark Shuber cofi-
tinued his strong play on the boards
with 16 rebounds. ;
. - i
tsmith@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2106 ' |

Redford Thurston,
tsmith@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2106

B Bird, Kastl, Thackaberry
and Carl Ford came in first in

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP PD.
(734) 453-3869
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given that on December 31, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. at

Mayflower Auto Transport, 1179 Starkweather Road, Plymouth,
Michigan a public auction of the following:

1989 Cadillac DeVille 1G6CD5150K4289842
1988 Toyota Corolla JT2AE92E6J0033663
1984 GMC S-15 1GTCS14BOE2516959
1990 Pontiac 6000 1G2HX54CX1,1200077
1993 Ford Taurus 1FACP52UXPG241285
1989 Dodge Ram Van 2B6HB21Y7KK336652
1991 Lincoln Continental

1LNCM9746MY624483

Publish: December 26, 2004
008284108

admitted.
“Since I love music, and T
don’t think I'm going to go

as he gets older”

* ewright@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2108

ENTER THE WORLD OF ERHARD

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
151258 FARMINGTON ROAD
LIVONIA, MI 48154

The Livonia Public Schools Board of Education, Livonia, Michigan
hereby invites the submission of sealed bids for:

CHILLER REPLACEMENT AT ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

Bid forms and specifications may be picked up at the Purchasing
Department, Livonia Public Schools, 15125 Farmington Road,
Livonia, MI, 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday thru Friday. Deposit of
$26.00 !ﬂONnBEFUNDABL@_ ) is required.

All questions regarding this bid may be directed to Ray Irvine,
Maintenance Supervisor at (734) 744-2514,

Bids will be received until 10:00 A.M. on the 25th of January, 2005,
at the Board of Education Purchasing Department, 15125
Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan. At this time and place all
bids will be publicly opened and read. Vendors are encouraged to
attend.

Bid security in the amount of 5% of the total proposal, in the form
of Bid Bond or Certified Check must accompany each bid.
Performance bond and payment bond may be required of the
successful bidders.

The Board of Education reserves the right to reject any or all bids
in whole or in part in the interests of uniformity, design,
equipment, delivery time or preference, to waive any informalities
and to award to other than the low bidder, with rationale to
support such a decision.

Publish: December 26, 2004 and January 2, 2005
(OE08284101

Starting at

$399 mo.

* CITY OF PLYMOUTH.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

MEETING NOTICE = -

CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN .
(734) 453-1234

i
t
!
1
1
t
i
|
H
s

t
A regular meeting of fhe Board of Zoning Appeals will be held on
Thursday, January 6, 2005 at 7:00 PM. in the Commission
Chambers of the City Hall, 201 S. Main Street, Plymouth, MI, to

consider the following items: ;

Z 05-01 501 Industrial Interpretation of Allowed Uses i B
Zoned: 1-1, Light Industrial s

Applicant: Plymouth Family YMCA -

-

Z05-02 797 N.Holbrook Non-Use Variance Requested i
Lot Area & Lot Width Frontage |
Variance . -
Zoned: R-1, Single-Family Residential

Applicant: Jeffrey & Nicole Gray

All interested parsons are invited to attend. 53

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of
Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes
of printed materials being considered at the meetmg/heanng, to !
individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services .. § |
may be made by writing or calling the following: =

Carol Stone, ADA Coordinator
201 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170, (734) 453-1234, Ext. 206

Publish: December 26, 2004

v g

Sgua

OE0828332:

7

PUBLIC STORAGE MANAGEMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self
Service Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, the undersigned
will sell at public auction by competitive bidding, Sales are for cash
only. Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units, which
rent and fees are past due.

Cn the premises where said property has been stored and whic‘h
are located at Public Storage, 34050 Nine Mile Road, Farmington,
MI 48335, (248) 473-0202, on December 29, 2004 at 1:30 p.m..
Personal property described below in the matter of:

B002 — Annie Lockhart — misc. bags, misc. boxes

B029 ~ Samuel Way — bikes, misc. boxes, chair

B066 ~ Frank Hali - tools, fax machine, golf clubs, m1sc boxes
B078 — Randell McGriff — misc. bags, misc. boxes

CO073 ~ Terry Gabrielson - misc. boxes, vacuum, misc. bags, bed
frame

D026 ~ Susan Bunn — misc. boxes, sewing machine

D045 ~ Armanda Hebert ~ computer, furniture, misc. boxes,
mattresses

E046 — Nayana Nunley - weights, computer monitor, misc, boxes,
chairs

K077 — Ella Brye ~ Misc. totes

F012 — Anitd Jennings — bikes, washer, dryer, misc. totes

F018 ~ Michelle Dickerson -~ refrigerator, bike, dresser, furniture

F039 — Jason Cossin — misc. boxes, mise. bags

G040 — Tonya Swift Miller — vacuum, misc. boxes, furniture, glass

_ table top

G051 ~ Blair Weiss — lawnmower, TVs;: entertamment center,

© furniture

On the premises where said property has been s’mred and which
are located at Public Storage, 12900 Newburgh Road, Livonia, MI
48150, (734) 591-6447, on December 29, 2004 at 12:00 p.m.
Personal prope_rty descnbed below in the matter of

" "oroazsatos

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

BOARD OF TRUSTEES - REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2004

Supervisor Reaume called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and led in
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. All members were present, with
Mr. Curmi arriving at 7:18 p.m.

Mrs. Massengill amended the agenda by removing Item J.7 under
New Business, Amend 2004 Special Assessment District Fund
Budget, and by adding Item J.11, Set Date for Public Hearing of
Necessity for the Beacon Estates Subdivision Road Rehabilitation
"SAD. She then moved to approve the agenda for the December 14,
2004, Board of Trustees Regular Meeting as amended. Seconded by
Ms. Arnold Ayes all, with Mr. Curmi absent.

Mirs. Massengill moved to approve the Consent Agenda for the
December 14, 2004, Board of Trustees Regular Meeting as. presented.
Seconded hy Ms. Arnold. Ayes all, with Mr. Curmi absent.

Mr. Richard Sharland asked if the retirement plan approved by the
Board for the Fire Department was a defined benefit plan and if that
plan was organized under Public Act 345.

Supervisor Reaume said the Board ratified their end of the agreement
with IAFF which has a provision that the firefighters could go to a
defined benefit plan if they do, in fact, ratify and all agree to
‘participate in such a plan. He wasn’t sure if it would be under PA
345.

Ms. Arncld moved to approve the Cluster Housing Option for
Plymouth Hollow (McClumpha/Ann Arbor Road Detached Single
Family Residential Condominium Community), Application 1848/
0804, for property located east of McClumpha Road, south of Ann
Arbor Road, as recommended by the Planning Commission and
subject to the boundaries of the Cluster Option being as shown on
Sheet L2, Conceptual Site Plan, dated November 24, 2004. Seconded
by Mr. Mann. Ayes ail.

Mrs. Massengill moved to postpone the first reading of Ordinance No.
C-2004-04, amending the Noxious Weed Ordinance of the Charter
Township of Plymouth Code of Ordinances until the Regular Board
Meeting of January 11, 2005. Supported by Mr. Mann. Ayes all.

Mr. Curmi moved to approve the agreement dated July 27, 2004,
between the Charter Township of Canton and the Charter Township
of Plymouth for the provision of sanitary sewer service for the DWSD
Pumping Station located at 43147 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187, per
the recommendation of the DPW Manager Seconded by Ms. Arnold
Ayes all.

Mr. Doroshewitz moved to approve Change Order No. 1 - Final on the
contract. with Sunset Excavatmg Company for the Golfview Lane

Sanitary Sewer Replacerhent in the amount of ($2,311.72) which will

ecrease the. project total to $55,012.28 and authorize the Supervisor
] ; same Seconded by Ms. Arand Ayes all,

Ms. Arnold moved to approve Resolutwn No. 04-12-14- 55, appointing
the Supervisor and Clerk of the Charter Township of Plymouth as the
authorizing official for the 'I‘ownshm Pension Plan. Ayes all on a roll
call vote. A copy of the Resolution is attached to the ofﬁgal minutes
and is on file in the Clerk's office for public perusal.

Moved by Ms. Arnold to approve Resolution No. 04-12-14-56, adopting
the Amended General Fund Budget for 2004. Seconded by Mr. Mann.
Ayes all on a voll call vote. A copy of the Resolution is attached to the

* official minutes and is on file in the Clerk’s office for public perusal.

Mr. Mann moved to approve Resolution No. 04-12-14-57, adopting the
. amended 2004 Improvement Revolving Fund Budget. Seconded by

- Mr. Edwards. Ayes all on a roll ¢all vote, A copy of the Resolution is

attached to the official minutes; :and is on file in the Clerk’s office for
publie perusal.

: Mr. Doroshewitz moved to approve Resolution No. 04-12-14-59,

amending the Plymouth Township Downtown Development Authority

" Firefighter of the Year. : “

Budget for 2004. Seconded by Mrs. Massengill. ROLL CALL: Ayes: *
Doroshewitz, Massengill, Arnold, Edwards, Mann, Reaume. Nays:

Curmi. Motion carried. A copy of the Resolution is attached to the <
official minutes and is on file in the Clerk’s office for public perusal. '

Mrs. Massengill moved to approve Resolution No. 04-12-14-60,:-
adopting the Amended 2004 Water and Sewer Budgets and adopting ..
the 2005 Water and Sewer Budgets. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ayes -,
all on a roll call vote. A copy of the Resolution is attached to the ..
official minutes and is on file in the Clerk’s office for public perusal.

Mr. Edwards moved to approve the appointment of Trustee Robert |,
Doroshewitz to the Zoning Board of Appeals as the Plymouth'
Township Board’s liaison, term ending'December 31, 2007. Seconded

by Ms. Arnold, Ayes all. M

Ms. Arnold moved to set date for the Public Hearing of Necesszty to ;
January 11, 2005, and add this item to the agenda for that meeting. .
Further moved to approve Resolution No. 04-12-14-61, scheduling .
Hearing of Necessity for the Beacon Estates Subdivision Road -
Rehabilitation SAD for January 11, 2005, Seconded by Mr. Edwards.
Ayes all on a'roll call vote. o

Supervisor Reaume commented on the nomination by the Rotary ™
Club of Scott Linton as Policeman of the Year and Pat Conley as

He noted the grand opening on December 6 of New Liberty Bank in «
the Ann Arbor Road corridor, ‘
He stated that Senate Bill 928 now allows clerks of charter townships ~
to satisfy publication requirements for agendas and minutes by
posting on-line and in their offices.

Mr. Reaume presented Mr. Mann with his Supervisor nameplate,
various pictures, and an engraved gavel to honor his years as
supervisor of Plymouth Township.

With regard to Item J.8, amending the DDA budget, Mr. Curmi asked
‘whether the 2005 budget should also have been amended since the
money was being transferred from the 2005 budget to the 2004 "
budgst.

Mr. Reaume indicated the 2005 budget would be amended in 2005.

Mr. Anulewicz updated Mr. Curmi on the progress made toward the
water tower and Mr, Reaume updated him on Township Hall progress.

Ms. Arnold and Mr. Reaume discussed the possibility of election
finance reports being available on-line via the MERTS software.

Mr. Curmi wished everyone Happy Holidays.

Mrs. Massengill moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr.
Edwards. Ayes all. Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

MARILYN MASSENGILL, Clork
Charter Towns_hip of Plymouth

RICHARD M. REAUME, Supervxsor
Charter Township of Plymouth

The foregoing is a synopsxs of the minutes of the Plymouth Township

Board of Trustees meeting held on December 14, 2004. The full text i
is available in the Clerk's Office for public perusal. The minutes will i
be submitted for Board approval at the next regular meeting held on 2

January 11, 2004. e |
PLEASE TAKE_NOTE: The Charter Township of Plymouth will -7}

'prov1de necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as .
signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials
being considered at all Township Meetings, to individuals with
disabilities at the Meetings/Hearings upon twa weeks notice to the
Charter Township of Plymouth by writing or calling the following:
Human Resource Office, 42350 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth, MI
48170. Phone number (734) 354-3202 TDD umts 1-800-649-3777
(Michigan Relay Services) . 1L

Publish: December 26, 2004

OE08294118,.
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1 LOCAL SPORTS | S

" THE WEEK AHEAD '

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Monday, Dec. 27
-UM-Dearborn Invitational, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 28
‘West Bloomfield invitational

b PREP WRESTLING
' Wednesday, Dec. 29
Salem invitationat, 9 a.m.
. Brother Rice {nvifational, 10 a.m.
' Thursday, Dec. 30
Redford CC at Toledo St. John's, 9 a.m.
PREP HOCKEY
Wednesday, Dec. 29
* Plymouth vs. Taylor Truman at
Taylor Sports Plex, 6:30 p.m.
ONTARID HOCKEY LEAGUE
Tuesday, Dec. 28
Whalers vs, Brampton Battation

Penguins victorious
The Arctic Pond Penqums Bantam AA Team captured the 2004 \'Iaterlo
Tournament Champlonshlp Nov. 19-21 in Waterloo, Ontario. The Pengui
their opponents 203-62 in six games, outscored them 29-4 behind the st
- of netminders Joe Burgio and Bobby Smith, who combined to record fo
shutouts. Forward Jerry Pitts was named Tournament MVP. The team's
include Adam Szajner of Novi, Court Murtfand of Farmington Hills, Tony Tho
South Lyon, Lou Lemak of Brighton, Jerry Pitts of Canton, Chris Gendron g
' Farmington Hills, Caleb Hamlin of Battle Creek, DJ Konfrst of Livonia an|
Ponte of Novi. The defensive squad includes Justin Mongrain of Can
" Longuski of Westland, lan Barnaby of Plymouth Township, Alex Kolpack
Livonia, Ryan Shepard of Canton and Colin Rolfe of Canton. The head co
Ponte. Assistant ¢oaches are Dino Szajner and Kevin Longuski. The team
managed by Maria Pitts. The Penguins play in the Bantam AA Ranked
theanttIe Caesar's Amateur Hockey Leaque. ;

at Compuware Arena, 2 p.m.

: Thursday, Dec. 30
ot Whalers vs. Sarnia Sting
E at Compuware Arena, 7:30 p.m.

(THINKING ABOUT )

Geta jump on the _compt_i_,tion

at Spring Trdining 2005,2

national training program. Six |

| weeks of advanced hitting and
E pitching instruction for just $95§

‘Gabrini HS
Sesslons for grades 1-12
Top area coaches » 5:1 ratio
Great indoor facilities * Batting cages
Space in each session is limited.
for detalls, phone 866-MBA-HITS or visit
www.BaseballAcademy.net

CANTON CINEMA

“Ford Rd 1Mile W. of 1-275
$8.75 Kids all shows ;
$7.25 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
.25 DALY Matinees i 6pm| € No Passes
Uniimited Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Reflils

gne $1.08 Concession coupon
with every $10 purchased in
NOVIE BIFY CARDS

SHOWTIMES 12/23 - 1224
TITLES & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Last shows of Christmas Eve
wiif. start no later than 5pm.
First shows on Christmas Day

-will 'start-after-3pm....--

& LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES OF
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS (FG)
| "HUY ONE TICKET )/ GE1 ONE FREE **ith s
2B S SREERS "7 7T e
L) TH 11:30, 12:20, 1:50, 2:40, 4:20, 5:00,
[ 6:45, 7:15, 900 930
. 1 11:30, 12:2 2:40, 4:20, 5:00
© FLIGHT OF THE P!lnEHlx (PG-13)
baad 2 PRINTS / 2 SCREENS
(M} TH 12:00, 12:40, 2:20, 3:00, 4:40, 5:20,
% 7:00, 7:40, 9:20, 9:55
FR 12:00, 12:40, 2:20, 3:00, 4:40
LY ALEXANDER (R) TH 6:15, 9:30
‘THE INGREDIBLES (PG)2 PRINTS / 2 SCREENS
™ TH 11:20, 12:30, 1:40, 2:50, 4:00, 5:10,
7:30, 9:45
b FR1 11:20, 12:30, 1:40, 2:50, 400,

R e
2002.DRINK
with $2.50 puschase
of 460z. bag of butfery popootn

| SEETDEALT cNowslstior at
WWW, Can‘oncmema .COm

e e A T

www.canfoncinema.com

OE6B283755

Celebrate
New Year's
with family &

| Roma Banquets

The party that won't
break your budget!

Friday,
December 3:
8:00 pm {0 2:00 2am

$100 per couple
includes:

*Live entertainment
by Channel 6
*Buffet dinner &
sweet table
*Premium bar package
*Festive hats, balloons,
champagne, noisemakers
& more

Details & tickets
Mon-Sas .
1000 am {0 5:00 pm
Cash and money orders welcome

Must be 21 and over to atrend

‘ f(oma @ Banquets

MEMBER OF THE BURTON MANOR FAMILY

32550 Cherry Hill Road, &
Garden City

734/422-4550 9

LLIIEYS

Incredible Savihgs off
epartment and gthleg;
Specialty store pncese ‘

lls

Over 630 stores nationwide. Call l-BﬁO-Murshulls for a store near you o visit us at www.MarshallsOnline.com. ©2004 Matsh‘ulls:

Marsha

N

o -
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COMIC 300/< STORES CA TER TO ADULT TASTES

-

rush to
make
friends

Dear Jen,

| start a new schooi after
Christmas break and | don't
want to be in the dork crowd.
What do | need to do to be

Manager of the adult
comic book store on
Seven Mile and
Midd!ebelt in Livonia
Craig Braun, stands
in front of a wall of

popuiar? action figures. The
Wanting to be a star in store is filled with
Livonia, 14 not only comics and

i figurines but

: also cards and
I posters, among othe
treasures,

First of all, starting a new
school is a huge
adjustment ... slow down.
What if these popular kids
at the new school aren’t
nice or aren’t good
friends? When starting a
new school, you want to
seek out new friends that
you have something in
common with ... not
friends just because -
they’re popular. The first
week you start you want to
be able to get a feel for the

- school, the crowd and

" people you might be
interested in getting to
know better. Find out
what activities, sports or
clubs you can get involved
in where you can meet
people with similar
interests. It can be very
hard to break into a crowd
that is already established,
so take it slow. Get to
know people at your new
school for who they are
and not their social status!

HEATHER ROUSSEAY

Dear Jen,

| have a ton of stuff going on
in my life and am not looking
forward to the holidays. Every
holiday is a mess. The people
in my family are always
fighting with each other and
my mom is aiways in a bad
mood. What can ! do to make
it easier on my mom?

Trying to escape the holidays
in Canton, 16

BY RUSS HAMMOND
CORRESPONDENT

People are drawn to
comic books for different rea-
sons. Some like the story, while others
enjoy the art. However, many people
: ' think that a good story line is more
t one time, comic books were important than good art. ‘
for kids. They were viewed as Rich Rea, who has sold comics for
cheap, throw-away entertainment, just nearly 19 years at his Garden City )

Well, untortunately the
holidays are stressful for
most people and tempers
end up flaring. No family
is perfect; so dom’t feel
alone ... there are a lot of
families who argue during
the holidays. If you feel

the need ... you can always like baseball ca.rds and mode] air- store, A to Z Cards and Comics, said
try to talk to everyone in planes. . that “the story should be good.”

the family to request a Some kids refused to give up their He adds that most people will
somewhat peaceful beloved Superman or Batman comic - accept mediocre art as long as the
holiday! Now for your books and kept reading into adult- story is well-written. But good art
mom, why don’t you try to hood. While their peers were buying won't save a poorly written story.

help her out a little more Hot Rod and Esquire, they were still Readers will tolerate less-than-spec-
in the next couple weeks. building collections of The tacular writing in their favorite comic

Fantastic Four, Spider-man and  book if it’s short-term. But if things-

Captain America. don’t improve after a few months, they
“Adults, by far, purchasemost  become bored and move on to other

of the comics,” said Craig Braun  comics. And there is plenty to choose

of Classic Movie and Comic from.

Center in Livonia., - Walk into any comic book store and
Braun said that kids still buy ~ you'll be overwhelmed at the sheer

comics such as Sonic the volume of titles available.

Hedgehog or Atchie but adults Theé Punisher, Birds of Prey, 1602,

outspend them. Daredevil and The Goon are some of
“Our average customer has the titles outside the circle of well-

about 1,000 comics and spends ~ known comics.

$20 to $30 a week on them,” The superhero has also been rede-

said Braun. fined. Blade, Spawn and Hellraiser,

Find out what she needs :
for you to.do to make her BiLL BRESLER
life a little easier over the STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
next couple weeks. You

_taking some of the strain
off of her will lighten her
load and her mood!

Dear Jen,

Do you think it's OK for 15-
year-olds to be in love? |
mean, really in ove in high
school ... is it too stressful or
is it more stressful if they're

i Above, Rich Rea

not in love? ' has sold comics for ! It’s easy to build up a comie are the comie industry’s attempt to

First love in Garden City, 15 4 19 years at his book collection. Most comics make a “darker, edgier, hipper type of
Garden City store, cost $2.25 to $3 per issue. That’s  superhero,” said Braun of Classic

You can be in love in your 2 AtoZ Cards and something that most people can ~ Movie and Comic. v

teens, but it doesn’t mean . Comics, At right, afford. Graphic novels, which “Comics today are a lot more graph-...

that you are emotionally Gordon Johnson ‘- are basically trade paperbacks, icthan they used to be,” Braun said.

mature enough to deal looks at an Action HEATHER ROUSSEAU sell for $8 and up. “It's a loss of innocence from the 1960s

with the other aspects of . comic book.
the relationship, If you e

feel you are ready for a
serious relationship then I
think you are ready. Just
remember, the serious
relationship should never
be so stressful that it
interferes with other areas
of your life, such as grades,
family, friends, sports, etc.

PLEASE SEE COMICS, B3 s

Many people make the same resolutions every year

i

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN kept her resolution to lose and _ entertainment for 25 to 30 par-  break the habit of smoking for:: v

It also depends on the STAFF WRITER

other person in the
relationship ... are they
mature enough for a
serious relationship? Do
you both feel the same
way? These are things to
talk about with that other
person. Be cautious,
though, you have many
more years to experience
relationships on different
levels ... don’t rush
anything!

Jennifer Sawatha of Livonia has
© a master's degree in psychology
from the Center for Humanistic
Studies. She can be reached by
e-maif at J6SKarma®aol.com.

Robin Forystek is resolving
to drop the pounds she gained
while pregnant with daughter
Kaylee, now nearly ayear old.
All dolled up in a velvet dress
and Santa cap, Kaylee waited
in line at Westland Shopping
Center to see the big guy in the
red suit with her mother and
grandmother, Tammy Schulz of
Westland.

Many people were too busy
shopping the week before
Christmas to even think about
making resolutions but those
who did were commitied to
keeping them in the New Year.

“I'm making the same one as

always to lose weight,” said

Robin Forystek. “This year it’s

losing my baby weight.”
Karen Shelton of Canton

keep off 50 pounds this year,
She hadn’t thought about mak-
ing a resolution just yet but .
probably will make the same
one because of her success. Her
husband, Tom, doesn’t make
any resolutions. That way he
doesn’t break any.

Dawn Shemanski of Canton
feels the same way about mak-
ing resolutions. Greg Griffiths
of Westland never makes a res-
olution not because hes per-
fect, he jokes. “Just ask my
wife” v

Debbie Brown is just too
busy working to make resolu-

tions. As owner of the Gold -~ ‘

Tones DJ service based in
Garden City, she coordinated

. ties in December including

three on New Year’s Eve.
Brown is celebrating her 25th
year in business.

“If I make one it would be to
try to enjoy life,” said Debbie
Brown, whose father died'in
October. “Life is too short.”

Nancy Marceau has been
busy shopping, but never both-
ers to make a resolution any-
way. The Livonia resident
strives to improve herself
throughout the year.

“It’s something I do all the
time,” said Marceau. “A good
one for everyone is to be nice {0
other people. It would be a
nicer world.”

Ruth Johnson would hke to

- year old granddaughter,

the last 30 years. The Westland
resident’s incentive is her 11~ -

Kaitlyn Johnson.

“Im trying to get her to qu 7
said Kaitlyn Johnson. “I Wrotet
letters for science classtomy &
mom and grandmother to get ;
them to stop.” 3
All Rick Blanke wants for £

glesxgner. Blanke has been look~

graduating from Ferris State
University two years ago.
Downstairs in the general
manager’s office at Westland .
Center, Ed McHale is making a a

PLEASE SEE RESOLUTIONS, BS
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" (Dec. 26 -Dec. 29) : e
By Dennis Fairchild -~

ARIES (March 21-April 20th)
Try to stay on good terms with colleagues as -
tge New Year approaches, even to the extent: of
voiding them if they're spoiling for & fight.

..planetary prob:em 1sn't so much what they

NEW YEARS’ Eve CrLesranion| SoEEE

' - | Rambo, Be smooth not ‘ E : g '
RIDAV DECEM BER 3’ 2 004 N?Igr?ghf A TAURUS (April 21-May 21) SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)|

Although you will have a warm hoirday time, Are you happy that the hoildavs are almost
FIRST NIGHT EVENTS

ou must be aware of a couple of matters- P er, Scorp? | bet so! Still, before New Years -
amely, jealousy and envy! The more others ¥ u have to get tough with someone who.is

IRST UMI'I‘ED METHODIST CHURCH
BN WH!TE" 4:30, 6:00 & 7:30 pm

ake you feel guilty for all the good things in & hoping that by kicking up a fuss you'll do their
our life, the more you shoutd remind them dirty work for them. (Hal) You should know by
that nothing comes for free. You've sacrificed , now never to give in to emotionat blackmail. -
Bever{y Meyer is the "MUSIC LADY”,  spe-
cializing in Children and Family Audience
participation, p!em‘y of movement and

enough, Bull. And you do deserverit all! -
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
entferfaining music leave audiences

" sends you s»gnals this we, :
thmg is a-okay, you must take ng
g the couch and do sameth‘mg at
kel *ail it medns

There is no point in overtaxing yourself with
so many commitments that you up-doing none
of them properly and feeling exhausted, Use
the next few days to discard things that are

GEMINI (May 22-June 21)
Lately, your patiénce has been testy at best
: and this week it could reach a new low, as you

‘ : ave to deal with people who seem incapable ~ neither worthwhile nor pleasisrable. Others’
’ . S'”ng and smllzng 6:00&7:16 pm _ i 2 of making up their minds. If you have to make will benefit, too, if you iook after yourself
§ FIRST BAPTIST GHURCH e e
¥ Hugh Borde’s “TRINIDAD TRIPOLI STEEL BAND This omozmg group of petform- celebrate a new year! CAPRICORN (pec. 22. Jan. 21,)
rs, that once toured for two years with Liberace, plays a repertoire of music , Be careful not to take your personal insecuri-
. {}that ranges from classical to rock and roll... on ofl drums. 9:45 prm - Midnight CANCER (June 22-July 23) \ ties out on someone who has enough of their
X It s time now to practice 'silence’, MoonKid. own. As the New Year arrives, you are likely
5 ADDITIONAI. FIRST NIGHT LOCATIONS 4659 SEith all of your recent busy-ness, you've to overreact to a-suggestion or comment and
£t Jomes Eplscopol Church, First Christ Scientist.Church and Blrmmghom . reunited with'some weird-Os. By all means, Jeopardize a good relationship. Patience and
| "Historical Museum 2ooffer your services as a peacemaker or listen- understanding will get you where you want
' i ifig ear, but don‘t get your hopes up. Some peo- to go, Cap.
§ OTHER PERFORMANCES & ACTIVITIES IR - pleenjoy arguing, so don't be surprised if your -
J DAVID SYME, Pianist - 7:00, 8:15, 9:30 pm MODEL TRAIN EXHiBIT, |  efforts to mediate are thrown back in your | AOUM"US (Jan, 22- Feb. 79)
| 3 e ] : CLOWNS, FACE PAINTING face ~ Are other folks so difficult to deal wuth right
| Bernie Stevens Magic -7:00, 8:30 pm ‘ AND N A CT!VITE Lo NOW Or is it just you? According to the planets,
1§ Teddy Bear Puppet Show < 7:15, 8:30 pm HANDS-ON S I.E (July 24-Aug. 23) it's more likely to be the fatter, so stop blam-
Adcm Mellema Storyteller - 6 00 7: 15 8 30 9:45 pm

~ DROP IN ANYTIME]

You'can chip away at a financial problem for %‘3 atiing others for your preducament and start

nly so long before it must be tackled head-on, ; oking for ways to get yourseif out of it.
» Lion, With no shortage of ideas on how to - You're very intuitive as '05 arrives But do fis-
HRST NIGHT TI KET o : Full schedule and fickets available at resofve the issue, you now need to identify ten to others, WaterBear!
TechnoMasters, 725 $. Adams, Birmingham, those with potential and as weil as honest and ,
$10.00 per person; 8 yrs - Adult. . : befween Lincoin and Maple. Tickets avail- helpful, and those that are unreafistic or - PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) - _
Ancludes ALL performances and activities. | able December 31st at TechnoMasters and opportunistic. - Whatever negative feelings about friends or
o i . 1 ot the door of each performance venue ~amlly you've been storing up.inside must be
BPECIAL FAMILY TICKET : | VIRGO (Aug. 24-Sept. 23) - fet out now. With any luck, you'll discover a
e t Cash or check only. No credit cards Iy Y
“57.00 per person; 8-yrs - Adult, t accepted. Tickets are non-refundable. Your only astro-danger now is that you'll alow 2% constructive outlet for them, something that

Ancludss all performances ‘and activities I For more information, call 248-258-9075 or

-EXCEPT David Syme and Hugh Borde Steel l www.technomasters.cm/firstnight
£ond ‘

ourself to be misled by someone who sounds . " doesn't harm you or them. But if that's not
s if they know what they‘re talking about. The " possible, a battie is inevitable. Be cool, not
roblem with being such a “can do” person is cranky, Fish.

ithat you think everyone else can do as well as

AH . 8 : ' you. Virgo kiddo: they can't! . Birmingham astrologer Dennis 'Fairchi!d is an.'a'uthor of
earty g I < B - several books on divination. Forinformation about per-
THANKYOU  {luserver %sﬁéﬁtﬁs N LIBRA (sept. 24-0ct. 23) : sonal consultations, phone (248) 646-3555 or e-mi
to First Night : & Whether you're-a jock or a jokester, the holiday  DenFairchitd@aol.com.
S Sponsors! e e g0 00

WISH LIST

YEAR-END EVENT

HAVE YOURSELF A - R
MERRY LITTLE PAYMENT

L

* All-Speed Traction Control » SelectShift Automatic™ transmission RED CARPET LEASE FOR RETURNING A/D/Z FORD EMPLOYEES RETIREES AND ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS.

CASH DUE AT SIGNING
* Available class-exclusive climate-controlled Front seats $ 9] 2
* Formula One-inspired suspension 6MONTH/

AFTER $7,000 CASH BACK™** & |
. DOWN INCLUDING $1,000 FORD CREDIT CASH, - I
o MONTHS :
* “Best Pick”.in its class, 6 years in a row
—Insurance Institute for Highway Safety™™ -

¥ PAYMENT  $500 FMCC A/D/X/Z BONUS CASH
, AND $1,000 RENEWAL CASH
Security deposit waived. Includes acquisition fee. Excludes tax, tifle and license fees.

AN NS R L S SR R S CR R T G

SEE YOUR ANN ARBOR CLINTON TOWNSHIP DEARBORN ETROIT

DETROIT GARDEN CITY NOVI ‘
METRO DETROIT Sesi Stu Evans Lakeside Jack Demmer Bob Maxey . Park Motor Stu Evans Garden City Varsity - : '
LINCOLN MERCURY 2100 W Staci:um Bivd. 17500 Hall Rd. 21531 Michigan Ave. 16901 Mack Ave. IS]OO Woodward Ave. 32000 Ford Rd. 49251 Grand River
gl ) Liberty at Romee Plank Between Southﬁelc? & Telegraph at Cadieux osite Palmer Park Just West of Merriman -6 at Wlxom Rd, (Exit 159?
DEALER ‘ {734) 668-6100 (586) 840-2000 {313) 274-8800 313} 885-4000 (8”50) 585-4564 {734) 425-4300 Two Bxits W. of 12 Ooks Mall
I _ sesilm.com ‘ stuevans!ukesrde com demmer|m.com obmaxeylm.com parkmotorsim.com stuevansgardencity.com {248) 305-5300 .
. vcrs«fym com ‘
PLYMOU?H ROCH.ESTER HiLLS SOUTHFIELD . SOUTHGATE . STERLING HEIGHTS TRQY - YPSILAf:lTi C
ines Par Crissman . Star , Southgate - Crest ' Bob Borst - © Sesi
40601 Ann ArborRd. 1185 South Rochester Rdl. 24350 W. 12 Mile Rd. 16800 Fort Street 36200 Van Dyke + 1950 West Maple . 950 East Michigan
ot 1-275 . Between Hamlin & Avon Rd. at Telegraph at Pannsylvania at 152 Mile Rd. . Troy Motor Mall . 9 Miles West of 1-275
LMAPlan.com {734) 453-2424 (248) 652-4200 {248) 354-4900 {734) 285-8800 {586) 939-6000 {248) 643-6400 . {734) 482-7133."
hinesparkim.com crissmonlm.com starlm.com southgatelincolnmercury.com crestlinemerc.com borstlm,com sesitm.com

2005 Lincoln LS V-6 Luxury model shown. **40-mph frontal offset crash test. ***Call 1-888-54-LEASE for details. Payments may vary. Residency restrictions apply, Take delivery from dec|er stock by
/03/ 2005. See deqier for complete detods - ‘

PDF 0505284351 E
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COMICS More fans ate 4 N\ kids are the
atwayeagood /" “Right now, Manga comic '\ senere

FROM PAGE BI thing for comic ! \ tion of
retailers. . ing ¢ | comic read-

Rightnow, \ Sales are exploding. con

superheroes like Spider-man, Manga comic RichRea 4 Headds

the Hulk or The Fantastic sales are explod- Ato Z Cards and Comics # that the

Four” ing,” said Rea. # movies also

“Comics have always been “They’re released in brought back adults
violent,” said A to Z Cards and a graphic novel’ who “wandered” away

Cormics’ Rea.

“Today’s comics are more
graphic, as is everything else.
They're just following the trend
in society,” Rea said. “R-rated is
more popular than PG-13”

That isn't to say that every

. comic book out there is filled
with death, doom and destruc-
tion. Not everyone lusts after big
explosions, decapitations and
rapid fire. There are plenty of
comics that avoid the violence
and instead rely upon humor,
love or just plain weirdness.

One of the hottest types of
comics, which are off-the-beat-
en superhero track, are the
Manga books from Japan.
Based on the multi-million dol-
lar Japanese animation scene,
these books have attracted a
whole new crowd of comic fans.

er

form every few
months with a
price range of $8 to $10.

The Manga comics reach far

and wide for their story themes.

They cover love, horror, come-
dy and alien life forms, to name
a few,

Rea said that Manga is
extremely popular with kids.
There are several video games
and television shows that are
based on Manga books and
characters.

Movies have also played an
important role in getting peo-
ple, especially kids, into comic
book stores.

“The movies based on comic
book characters were good for
bringing kids into our store,”
said Bill Barker of Comic
Archives in Redford. “These

from the comic scene.

Many of the adults who read
comies now did so as kids, but
left comics behind. Now they're
older and settled down. They
also have a few extra dollars in
their pocket and after watching
the latest superhero movies, the
old comic bug has returned.

Braun. Barker and Rea all
feel that the future of comics is
strong. Sales will never match
the 1940s. where single issues
would sell a m:llion copies. But
they all agreed that comics will
remain popular as long as
Hollywood keeps using super-
hero characters in their movies.

Right now. theve are movies
coming out for Blade.
Superman. Batman. Hellraiser,
The Fantastic Four and Electra
from Daredevil.

These area flovists are standing by wailing (o
assist you with your floval avrrngrinent needs.

“or more information on how
‘you can list your Floral

siness here please cail:
1-800-579-7355

Flower ¥ing of Livonia
3489% Plymouth Road
Livonia. M| 48150
800.657.574¢ « 734.513.8000

www.flcwerk s

1-800-WESLEYS
667" {rchart 4 ake Road
www.Bbwesleys.com

*EXCEPT WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW.

- T70%

GOLD JEWELRY

ENTIRE STOCK B =

Y 0
OFF
COLD-WEATHER
AGGESSORIES

FOR WOMEN
AND MEN

Shown:
Women's
3-pc. sets.
Sale $12
Orig. $30.

Styles and
caolors may
vary by store.

EHTlII‘E’STOGI(

60%
OFF

SLEEPWEAR

Misses' sizes.
Sale $8-$34
Orig. $20-$85.

ITIRE STOCK
39.99
WORTHINGTON®
LEATHER JACKETS
Misses’ sizes.
Orig. 199.99.

Additional
styles
available.
Interim
markdowns
may have
been taken. |

ENTIRE STOCK

60% OFF

MEN’S SWEATERS
FROM: .
ST. JOHW’S BAY®
TOWNCRAFT®

. DOCKERS®

Sale

ENTIRE STOCK
0

(1
OFF -

SOLID-COLOR
TOWELS
Sale 1.99-8,99
Reg. 3.99-818,

OPEN:MON & THURS 9-9; TUES, WED & FRI 9-6

@O LEXUS O LEXUS |
OF ANN ARBOR OF LUANSING

590 Auto Mali Dr., Ann Arbor, Mi
866-645-3987 = 734-996-1662 800-539:8748 + 517-394-8000
lexusofannarbor.com lexusoflansing.com .-

‘0 down, 36 mos., $600. acq. fee, $160 doc fee. & first payment. Security deposit, tier 1 + platinum credit. Plus tax, itle & licer **36 mos. {GX470'48 mos.) 3890-due
includes 1st pm, doc fee. acq fee & SO Security deposit. Tier 1 + platinum credit. Plus tax, titlé & license. 5 T X R SOOI S

T

5701 Pennsylvania Ave.: Lansing, MI
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