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Yule tools

Meltmq moments .
Share fonduewith a group, or
your special someone, at The
Melting Pot.

, INSERTED SECTION
Also see today's Taste section
featuring many fondue recipes
you can make at home.
SECTION D

From homeowner
basics to the latest in
laser technology, tools to
fill the wish list.

SECTION B

g 3

‘Holiday closings

Canton Township
offices will be closed on
Friday, Dec. 24, and
Monday, Dec. 27, for the
Christmas
holidays. -
For New
Year's,
offices will
be closed

and Friday, Dec. 31,
except for the treasur-
er's office which will be
open on Thursday, Dec.
30, from 8:30 am. to 5
p.m. to accept property
tax payments.

Summit on the Park
will be open from 7 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Friday, Dec.
24, 1t will be closed on
Saturday, Bec. 25, On
New Year's Eve and New
Year's Day, Friday, Dec.

i
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Home for the hohdays

Local soldier

counts the days
until 2nd Iraq tour

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Michelle Roe couldn’t have asked

for a better Christmas gift. The

Canton woman received all her wishes
a little early with the sudden visit of
her son, 27-year-old Johnathan Roe,

earlier this week.

Johnathan, a staff sergeant with the
U.S. Army, spent a year in Iraq, and

has recently been stationed at Ft
Carson in Colorado Springs, Co.,

hCANTON

wiww.hometownlife.com

: v - TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Army.Staff Sgt. Johnathan Roe is home for the holidays after a year's service in Iraq. He will be heading back in March or April,

Roe sits atop a military vehicle during a patrol in iraq earlier this year.

reviews

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The decision by state lawmakers to scrap
" Michigan’s high school MEAP test in favor
of a new set of exams for 11th-graders —
that will also serve as a college admission
standard — is getting mixed reviews from
Plymouth-Canton Schools staffers, parents
and students. v

Gov. Jennifer Granholm is expected to
sign the bills that will expel the MEAP test,
designed to measure the effectiveness of a
school district’s curriculum, and replace it
with a college entrance test that will be an
indicator of a student’s success,

Mike Bender, Plymouth-Canton’s dlrector
of secondary education, said the Michigan
Merit Exam is a positive move, and will fit
with compliance of the federal No Child
Left Behind act.

“I think there will be some type of adjust-
ment period to get used to it, and we’ll need
to do some aligning of our curriculum to
teach what is expected on the Michigan
Merit Exam,” said Bender. “According to the
Michigan Association of Secondary School
Principals, the new test lines up favorably
with state standards and benchmarks.

“I think students will find it more appeal-
ing because the test can be used by college
admissions when they submit an application
for college, and it will also be considered for
the merit award,” added Bender. “For those
who will enter the workforce, it will give
them feedback on readiness.”

31, and Saturday, Jan. 1,
Summit on the Park will
be open from7 a.m.to 7
p.m.

The Canton Public
Library will be closed

headed for Iraq.

Johnathan, a 1996 graduate of
Belleville High School, joined the-
Army a year after graduation. He
vividly remembers the day he received
his orders on Valentine’s Day, 2003.

unprepared for, however. The possi-
bility of combat is always in the back
of a-soldier’s mind, he says.

“I knew that was part of the deal
when I signed up. If something hap-
pened, I was willing to go,” said Roe,

awaiting his orders to return to the
war-torn country.

This week he took the opportunity
to make a short visit home to see his
parents, Michelle and Greg, and his 4-
year-old son Kaleb, who the couple

The new high school test will be used to
determine qualifiers of the $2,500 merit
scholarships awarded to students to help
pay for college tuition.

At Salem High School, English teacher

Friday through Sunday, have been watching since Johnathan He would be going over for a year. ' :
Dec. 24, 25 and 26, and got his papers telling him he was The news wasn’t something he was PLEASE SEE SOLDIER, AS PLEASE SEE TEST, AS
Friday and Saturday, C ‘"

A s SR s

Dec. 31, and Jan. 1. It will
resume normal hours on
Sunday, Jan. 2.

Swim, Gym, Film
_ Bring out the entire
family and celebrate the
New Year from 4 p.m, to
8 p.m, Friday, Dec. 31, at
Summit on the Park. The
aquatic center will be
open from 4 pm. to 6
p.m. for ali kinds of
swimming and water
activities.

Following the.swim-
ming, a movie will be

shown, and popcorn and

pop wiil be on sale.
Feel free to bring blan-
kets, tushions and pil-

lows to sit on - no chairs

or ‘outside food and bev-
erages please,

s

Library ‘perks’ up with new cafe

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

If you need an espresso while
trying to break “The Da Vinci
Code,” a doughnut or danish
while reading about “The Five
People You Meet in Heaven,” or
if you're a Canton township
employee who didn’t have time
to grab a cup of coffee on your
way to work, welcome to The
Library Cafe. .

The cafe opened Monday at,
of all places, the Canton Public
Library. It’s just inside the main
doors and to the left off the .
lobby. And it’s been a vision of
library board chairman James

been in the planning stages for
several months.

“I love the ambiance,” said
Jean Tabor, 1ibrary director. “It’s
almost like you're sitting out-
side.”

And O’Donohue, who's
worked at the smaller cafe
inside the lobby of the Summit
Aquatics Center and the larger
Summit Banquet Center, was
also excited about the new proj-
ect.

. “It’s a new concept for us,” he
said. “It’s excmng Its funto
work here.”

The cafe features a variety of
items from salads made to
order to sandwiches, soup,

- with magazines and daily news-

Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday and noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday.

“We wanted to be open an
hour before the library opens,”
Tabor said. “We hope to catch
township people coming to
work or people dropping off
books on their way to work.”

In addition to the food and
drinks, the cafe will have a rack

papers. Laptop computer users
with wireless capability can also
work on their computers in the
cafe now that the library has
gone wireless.

Alarge, flat-screen television

the cafe’s first day of busmess

installed in the front window
-and will be lit when the cafe is

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Library Cafe manager Pafrick 0'Donohue catches up on some work Monday,

becomes a problem we H stop
lt »

wmter hE‘p Gillig for years. sweet rolls and muffins, various  is due to be installed on Friday.  open. Yes, you can take food Tabor said only three other
_Plato's Coney Island . The small cafe, which is run coffees, energy drinks, fountain “Tt will basically be set to and drinks from the cafe into libraries in the area —
(42405 Ford) is accept- by the Summit Gourmet, is sodas and even O’'Donohue’s CNN;” Tabor said. “But it’s also  the library — at least for now. Farmington, Southfield and
i ing donations of “gently managed by Patrick O'Donohue  homemade hummus. a computer so we can display “We just ask people to be Troy - have similar cafes.

used” blankets, coats
and other winter ¢loth-
ing for needy families
this holiday season.

It will distribute
whatever is collected to
families in Detroit, in
conjunction with the
Detroit Pofice

with help from other staff mem-
bers of Summit Gourmet. It’s

Tentative hours are 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. Monday through

messages on it.”

And a red neon sign will be itor the situation and if it

careful,” Tabor said. “We’ll mon-,

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

Canton board OKs Target expansion

Coming Sunday in yoﬁr Canton Observer
Prescription savings ’

Department. BY JACK GLADDEN some severe setback requirements Jim Tucker, the senior design Medica re card helps E ’ "
~For those interested in STAFF WRITER from major roads,” he said. project manager for Target, said _Seniors save on 1
helping, drop off dona- . “Sometimes as much as 80 feet. the company had worked closely drugs. See Sunday’s |
tions in the box at the An expanded Target store on People now understand that if’ with the planning commission on Health section. E
back of the restaurant Ford Road was approved by the you want to make Ford Road the site plan. : 2
through Christmas Canton Board of Trustees Tuesday —more friendly you need to move “We appreciated the work the
day. night. the structures closer to the road planning commission did,” he '

Both chitdren and -

The 14,900-square-foot addi-

and have parking behind or to the

said. “We worked through the

adult sizes will be tion will bring the south end of side” issues with them and I think we ¢ g o
accepted. the store about 10 feet closer to Since the store is located in a have a better project because of INDEX ===
There is also a drop-off Ford Road. Central Business District Overlay, that” Apartmests F6 : Jobs F10 mg
box at Plato’s While that may not seem par-  the revised setback is allowed. Tucker also told the board that Ag Home Bl | Movie Guide [p
- Farmington location ticularly significant o the average When the addition is construct-  contrary to what he had implied Automotive ¢4 i Obituaries .
L (35227 Grand River). shopper, Canton Supervisor Tom  ed on the south wall facing Ford,  earlier, the store will not get a Classified Index F6 . Real Estate Fl N
For more information, Yack says there’s a bit more to it which is now a solid wall, it will Starbucks inside. He said some Crossword Puzzle ‘ Sports o —
call (734) 981-7301. ‘than meets the eye. have windows added that can be For The Record | Taste Dt = ©

PLEASE SEE TARGET, AS

“A few years ago Canton had used for displays or signs,
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LAJOY LISTENS senting a concert this evening = ed and highly motivated stu- workshop held at the same
- o at the Village Theater at dents. The program stressesa  location on Dec. 15, where
State Rep. Phil LaJoy (R- Cherry Hill combination of acceleration those interested can learn the
Canton) will be at McCoy’s The CYO is supported by the and enrichment. Thereisa music and learn andition tips.
Grill and Ice Cream Parlor in Plymouth Symphony high level of academic work, a If you can’t make the work-
Belleville to meet with con- Orchestra and is conducted by rapid instructional pace, and shop, contact Mrs, Henry at

stituents on Monday Dec. 20,
from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. He
will answer questions and dis-
cuss current legislative issues
with local residents. No
appoinimént is needed.

The restaurant is located at
333 Industrial Park Drive in
Belleville. Residents can call
(866) 525-6921 for more infor-
mation. LaJoy’s office hours
have been canceled for
Monday, Dec. 27.

CONGRATS!

Molly Neoonan of Chicago,
IL, formerly of Canton, has
received her Master’s Degree
in Journalism from
Northwestern University. She
has accepted a position as an
Editorial Assistant with Elle
Girl magazine in New York
City. Molly is a 1998 graduate
of Canton High School.

YOUTH CONCERT

The Celebration Youth
Orchestra (CYO) will be pre-

Lindsay Riemer, the sympho-
ny’s assistant conductor. The
CYO is comprised of two
ensembles: the Celebration
Strings and the Celebration.
Sinfonia.

The group debuted in 2003
for orchestral musicians ages 9
and up.

Tickets for the show, which
begins at 7 p.m., are $8 and
can be purchased through the
Summit on the Park by calling
(734) 394-5460), or at the the-
ater box office two hours
before the show.

For more information, con-
tact the Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra at (734) 451-2112.

GIFTED PROGRAM

Van Buren Public Schools is
accepting referrals for possible
placement in its Gifted
Program for the 2005-06
school year. Eligible students
must be in grades K~7.

The program, which services
students in grades 1-8, is
designed for academically gift-

”J ¢emembe.y*

as a kid [)_/ing

awake for

hours waiting
for‘b\im. Heck,
J remember
doing it last

year.”

Santa sfrrikes

090\”/\

620 STARKWEATHER
Old Village ® Plymouth

734-453-1860

Holiday Hours: Mon-Fri 10-8 e Sat 106 ® Sun 12-4

3

QELB2L 1986

3.40%.

F Member FDIC ™
*No public funds 2-) ear term. Barly withdrawal penalty will be imposed uniess withdrawal s made within 10 calendar days ufter the end ofany
interval. $500 minimum deposit is required to open the account. No additional deposits can be made to the account. Initial interest rate is 2.40%
for the first six-month interval, The interest vate for the second six-month imerval is 2.90%. The interest rate for the third six-month interval is
The interest rate for the final six-month interval is 3.90%.These interest rates result in a ¢
‘4 20% for the two-year term. lhw oﬁ“er may change without notice.”

many opportunities to delve

. more deeply into subject mat-

ter.

Some of the characteristics
to look for are: :

M A long attention span

| Heightened sensitivity

M intense curiosity

M Resistance to routine and
drill

M A strong sense of fairness

B Concern with issues “too
old” for his/her age

Forms are available in all Van
Buren elementary and middie
schools, and the administra-
tion building, All forms must
be completed and returned by
Jan. 188, 2005 to your school
principal, or sent directly to:

Barbara Woody, G/T
Coordinator, North Middle
School, 47097 McBride,
Belleville, MI 48111.

For more information call
Barbara Woody at (734 697-
6370. :

- THEATER AUDITIONS

Auditions for the DuBois
Theatre production of the
Broadway musical You're a
Good Man, Charlie Brown will
be held on Jan. 5 and 6 in the
DuBois Theatre at Canton
High School from 3-6 p.m.
There will be an audition

Canton High School beginning
Dec. 15. She will prov1de audi-
tion packets.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

" The Lee and Noel Bittinger v

Team at RE/MAX is oﬁ'enng
three scholarships, each in the
amount of $1,000, for local
high school seniors that are
planning to attend a college or
university in the fall of 2005.

To apply for the scholarship,
entrants must submit a short
essay (not to exceed three

ages, double-spaced with a 12
pt. font) that address the fol-
lowing question: Describe how
someone in your life has influ-
enced you in a positive way
and changed your life?

All submissions must
include name, address and
phone number of entrant, high
school they attend, and college
or university they plan to
attend in the fall. All submis--
sions must be received by Dec.
31, 2004. They should be sent
to The Bittinger Team, 43435
Joy Road, Canton, M1 48187.

“The Plymouth/Canton
community has supported us
for over 20 years. The Bittinger
Team Scholarship is just one of
the ways that we can say thank
you by giving back to our com-

lo

What if you
could give someone

a gift that could
change their hfe’

A free two-month membeeship to Curvcs may be
the best present you'll ever give, Because along with
the beautiful certificate, someone will be getting the
best excuse ever to meet new friends, accomplish
new goals and feel a joy that wilt last long after the
holiday season. Thar's a powerful gift for $99.

Cuties

The power to amaze yourself”

www.curvesinternational.com

b

JEOpRRINE S3AN) Y0076

(734) 844-6741
44248 Cherry Hill Road » CANTON

New members only. Valid only at participating locations now,

(734) 414-0515
44717 Five Mile Road » PLYMOUTH

Catch a Rising Star
CD with interest
rates that rise!”

Now you can invest up to two years with
increasing interest rates...guaranteed.
A two-year CD with four six-month
intervals allows you the option to
withdraw your funds at the end of each
interval—without penalty. Or you can
keep your investment right where it is
and watch your Rising Star CD* grow at
a higher rate of interest.

New Liberty Bank

1333 W. Ann Arbor Rd * Plymouth
(734) 455-1511 « www.newlibertybank.com

ite annoal | ge yield (APY) of

P

OED8282480

*
Scouts help out First Step
Troop 1375 from Eriksson Elementary collected donations of money,
food, toys and household items for the local First Step program. This
week the girfs presented the donations to the Canton Police, which will
transfer everything to First Step. Pictured are: Front row (left to right):
Lisa Guthrie, Ana Cohen, Alison Panek, Emily Miller, Katelyn Vaichine,
Abby Schreiner, Megan Edison, Paige Rewers, Claire McManus, Julia
Miiler. Back row (left to right): Karen Guthrie - troop ieader, a represen- |
tative of First Step, Shawna McManus - troop leader, and David '
Schreiner of the Canton Police Department.

each month at 7 p.m. at the
Plymouth Salvation Army .
Building on Main Street. The;
third Thursday is a dinner
meeting with a speaker. Call
(734) 981-7259 for further .

mumty, Noel Blttmger said.
“This is our way of paving the .
way for a stronger, happier
future for the next generation.”
For more information, con-
tact the team at (734) 459~

1010, or email Bittinger at info.
noelbittinger@remax.net. )
MOTHERS & MORE

PLYMOUTH-CANTON CIVITAN :
The Wayne County chapter
“of Mothers & More meets
twice a month in Plymouth.
Call (866) 841-9140, Ext.
4329, or visit Web site moth-
ersandmore63 @onebox.com.

The Plymouth-Canton
Civitan Club is looking for
energetic new members to
participate in community
service projects. This club
meets the first Thursday of
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Duratrax Evader ST
Radio Controlled Truck Combo

* Reody-to-Run Stadium Truck * Inciuties TONS of Airplanes and Helis
* pistol Crip Rudio System * Awesome 3D Craphics

*{ yr Parts Breakage Warranty * Works w/ Windows 98, 2000,

* peuk Detecting Battery Charger NE & XD

* 1500 Mah Sport Buttery Puck + Mutiple Flying Sites & Siill Levels

G'eﬂt plﬂnes Re‘“ﬂl%‘h;
Radio Controlled Flight Simy
*Plug & Picy USB Controller

* Radio Control Cars, Boats, Planes, Helis
* Model Trains * Family Games * Fantasy Games |
* Poker Supplies * Puzzles * Plastic Models .
* Science/Education Kits * Craft Kits * Kites
* Telescopes * Metal Detectors * Rockets :
* Slot Cars * Modeling Supplies & More !

Canton Livonia
42011 Ford R4, 30901 Five Mile Rd,
Sears Hardward Plaza | East of Merriman
HOBBY SHOPS {734) 981-8700

(734) 425-9720

7

is coming back to... '

Kid’s Eat FREE with Santa!*
Every Child
Receives A Gift From Sania!
*One Child Per Adult Entree

1020 W. Ann A!bor Road
Plymouth

734.459.4190
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BY BRAD KADRIéH
STAFF WRITER

Thanks in iarge ‘measure to a
contest among the Student
Congress and individual class-
es at the Plymouth-~Canton .
Educational Park, the
Observer’s annual Cheer Club
was once again able to make a
sizeable donation to the
Plymouth Salvation Army’s
holiday adoption program.

Some 2,000 toys, including
479 from Tom Kimball’s class

* at Plymouth High School

. alone, were collected by the
students during the annual
contest. Students raise money,
and then use that money to
purchase the toys themselves.

“It’s a spirited contest,” said
teacher Lauren Cummings,
Student Congress advisor. “The
kids take it senously, they have
fon with it and they always do
a fantastic job.”

While the Student Congress
donation accounted for the
largest portion of the overall
Cheer Club success, it certainly

Identity theft a maj

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

~ The Christmas season is a
time of year known for its good.
cheerand spirit of generosity.
Unfortunately, for some peo-
ple, it is also a ripe time to rip -
people off.

For years, police depart-
ments have warned people
about the perils of purse
snatchers hiding in dark park-
ing lots at the mall or other
stores, especially during the
holiday season when shoppers
are out in droves.

In recent years, however, one
of the biggest concerns has
turned to identity theft -- cases
where thieves steal credit card
numbers or other personal
informaticn to make fraudu-
lent purchases, loans, or with-
drawals from bank accounts.

According to Sgt. Scott
Hilden of the Canton Police

Forc

rs &
Fgegardless 0

cost or Lo

Knitted Beaver Jackets
Values 10 $5,000.10000re00aran0rvnes

Sheared Mink Jackets

Values 10 $10,000.1cavaceansrnrnes

Scassi Mink Strollers
\{alues 10 $9,000. 005000000 vnvonnnan

Sheared Mink Coats
Values 10 $712,000s secsssecorsercns

Female Mink Coats
Values 10 $312,000...c0000000a00ssee

Blackglama Mink Coats

Values 10 815,000 0 er00evensccsnns

St, John Sables

From..

tevasrasraatasasne

‘_S'I'. JOHN collection

Sheared Mink,
'Female Mink, Sable
OURS EXCLUS!VELY
Novi Location Only!

«St. John +Oscar de la Renta »Zuki + Scaasi +Mary McFadden +Bisang & more!
Missy, Petite,Talls, Plus 38 to 60 & Men's Sizes to 8X

eer Club

wasn't the only donation as
‘dozens of local residents
stepped up to help the annua]
holiday drive.

According to Bill Morltz,
outreach director for the
Plymouth Salvation Army, the
toys will now be used in the
Army’s Toy Shop. Families for
whom adoptive families could
not be found in the Salvation
Army’s annual adoption pro-
gram will be able to come in to
the Toy Shop and pick up
Christmas presents for their
children, Moritz explained.

In addition to the PCEP
Student Congress and the
many donors who requested
anonymity, Observer officials
wanted to tharnk the following
donors who were generous
enough to give:

# From Plymouth — Terry
and Susan Gronau; Mike and
Nancy Riemenschneider; Ann
Deghetto; Marion and Bob
Pearson; Teresa and Brian-
Rokash; Arlene Olson; Gail
Ross; the Arrington family;
Bob and Cindy Modras; Peggy

Department, identity theft is
becoming a big problem,

“On a daily basis, we're field-
ing reports of three or four
identity theft crimes. Three
years ago, we might have
received one a month Hilden
said.

Two of the main ways thieves
steal credit card numbers are
“shoulder surfing” and “dumyp-
ster diving.” Shoulder surfing is
when thieves stand over a per-
son’s shoulder while they are
making a purchase or with-
drawing money, and they steal
the card number or the per-
sonal identification number
(PIN). Hilden said people
should be aware of what’s
going on around them when
they make purchases.

Dumpster diving is when
thieves go through a person’s
garbage in an attempt to find
credit card statements or other
persgnal information they can

RGEST FUR & LEATHER
Illlll[lallllll Sale

%

Save

to

1

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Iammy Moyer and Joe Krogman of the Plymouth Salvation Army {oad dona-
tions from the Observer Cheer Club, which will help the Salvation Army pro-
vide Christmas presents to needy children from around the local area.

‘and Mike Beecroft; the Dane
Baranski family; Horton
Plumbing; Donna Page; Mrs.
Martin’s class at West Middle
School; Morgan Weldon
Cummings; Ella Jane .
Workman; Lindsey E. Case;
Nicholas Case; the Krause
family; and the McLin family.
B From Canton — Ann
Confer and family; Donna
Anderson; the Salem High -
School Student Congress;
Mare, Naney, Kurt and Calle
Faerber; Elise, Jeff and
Courtney Simpson; the Daniels

or holida

use to make fraudulent pur-
chases. Similarly, Hilden said
thieves steal mail from mail-
boxes, especially when they see
the red flag up. Rather, he said
people should put their mail in
a secure box, or take it directly
to.the post office.

Another way personal infor-
mation is stolen is when people
buy things on the Web. When
making purchases over the
Internet, Hilden said people
should make sure they are
using reputable sites.

“There are fictitious sites out
there that aren’t legitimate,”
Hilden said. “You want to
make sure it is a secure site
that is encrypted, and a rep-
utable business.”

Hilden said people should
check the Web address and
make sure it begins with
‘https’ The ‘s’ denotes it is a
secure site. Also, he said most
secure sites will have a little

locations!

SOUTHFIELD HOLIDAY INN

felegraph & 10 Mile - Ph. 248.353.7000

The NOVI EXPO CENTER

NOVI EXIT OFF 196 -

FRIDAY | SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY
' December 17 | Décember 18 ‘December 19 December 20
i0 am to 8 pm | 10 am to 8 pm 11amto 6 p 10 am to 6 pm

ORIGINAL PRICE

$1799
$1999
32399
$2799
$2999
$3999
$49999

LEATHERS

MEN’S AND WOMEN'S 2 Oscar de laRenta rrom
«Louis . '

«Designer Save %o Dell'Olio $299

Leathers " upto e s 11IMS +Blue Duck 4V

+& more! - 1o $2999

A

Phone 248.348. 5000

OE0826214D

family; Cindi Fry; Don and
Rose Lebbon; Linda Chomin;
Jonathan Vracan; Samantha
and David McGrath; Kathryn
and Leonard Sweet; Elaine
Polgar; the Panoff family; the
Canton Student Congress; the
Plymouth High School Student
Congress.

M Westland - Janet and
Michael Phillips.

M Northville — Evan and
Jenna Pomeroy; Nancy and
Mike Murphy.

biadrich@oe homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

concern

gold lock somewhere on the
page.

‘To guard against identity
theft, people should check all
credit card and debit card
statements, to make sure there
were no fraudulent purchases.

_ If some are found, Hilden said

people should immediately call
the eredit card company to
cancel the card, and then call
the police.

He said people should also
check their credit reports on at
least an annual basis, He said
the three most reputable credit
reporting companies are
Experian (www.experian.com);
Equifax (www.equifax.com);
and Trans Union Corporation
(www.tuc.com).

kkuban@oe.homecomm.net
{734) 459-270C

New members hope to

re-energize Canton

Community Foundatio

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

The Canton Community
Foundation, which was found-
ed in 1989 by Township

. Supervisor Tom Yack and two

others, recently announced
changes in its board of direc-
tors, which now totals 18
members.

The foundation named
seven new board members to
replace seven who stepped
down, many after years of
service.

“It’s a huge changeover,
said foundation president
Joan Noricks. “I think it’s real-
ly important.”

Noricks said the foundation
implemented term limits for
the board about a year ago,
something they hadn’t had
until that time.

“We brought in seven new
people who I think are going
to recharge the foundation,”
she said. “These residents rep-
resent a true cross-section of
our community. We're very
excited to have them helping
guide future growth and
direction.”

Joining the foundation's
board are:

.M Sally Bailey, director of
sales for Traditions
Condominiums.

She’s been a Canton resident
for more than 11 years and has
served as president of the
Chamber of Commerce and on
the steering committee for
Canton Relay for Life. -

M Shahnaz Broucek, also an
11-year Canton resident. She
and her husband own
Approved Mortgages Inc. and
Greatland Title.

M Michael J. Gerou, a 35th
District Court Judge and a
long-time Canton resident.
He’s also a past president of
the chamber.

B Carla O'Malley, president
of Oakwood Healthcare

System Foundation. . _
A Canton resident for mor
than 20 years, she’s also

involved in First Step and the -

Greater Detroit Area Health
Council.

B Herb Scott, vice presxdent
of the Harvard Drug Group.
Another long-time resident

he’s a member of the chamber,
the Cultural Commission, the

Lions Club and is active with -
Habitat for Humanity.

H Ronald Thompson, an
attorney with Thompson
Morello PC. In addition to
being a member of the State
Bar, he is involved with the .
YMCA and P]ymouth Canton

‘Schools.

M The Rev. Alexander
Whitfield, who moved to
Canton recently from Sioux
Falls, Iowa. He looks forward
to bringing spiritual insight
and a moral perspective to the
board.

They will join other board
members including Kristene,
Rautio of Community Bank of

Dearborn; Deborah Krone of -
‘Wright, Griffin, Davis and

Company; Terry Bennett,
‘Canton Township clerk; Lynn
Weaver of Yazaki North
America; Robert Zulker of
Gil-Mar Manufacturing; Joe
Van Easley, a real estate bro-
ker; Gujrbachan Mann of
Mutual Financial Services;
Maria Stante of Stante
Excavating; Paul Denski Jr. of
Canton Waste Recycling; and
Jack Demmer of Jack
Demmer Ford.

“We are pleased to have
such a diverse group of new
board members to add to the
outstanding people already
serving,” Noricks said.

“We are all looking forward
to expanding our granting to
meet more needs within this
community,”

jgladden®oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700
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Budget woes won't
freeze ice fest

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Organizers of the Plymouth
International Ice Sculpture
‘Spectacular say a sponsorship
loss of $30,000 won't keep the
event from carving its niche for
the 22nd consecutive year.

Farmer Jack Supermarkets
pulled its sponsorship of
Fantasyland which annually is
located in The Gathering.
However, Plymouth
International Ice Spectacular,
Ing., president Ron Loiselle
said the show will go on.

“Financially, we're not as
good as last year, but not awful
considering we lost Farmer
Jack,” he said. “We'll still do
some nice, quality ice sculp-
tures. Maybe not as many
around downtown as in the
p ast ”

Loiselle is hoping a commlt-
ment from Rock Financial for
$8,000 and local companies
Sanden International ($7,000)
and Amp Agency ($6,000) -
will help make up some of
the loss of funding from the

PLaY IT AcGAIN

- supermarket chain.
The Ice Spectacular has lost

$50,000 in funding the past
several years.

Along with the $30,000
from Farmer Jack, the city’s
$16,000 contribution toward

. city services and $4,000 from

the Downtown Development
Authority have also evaporat-
ed.

Loiselle said if all pendmg

- contributions come through,

this year’s budget will be |
$130,000, which is down from
last by about $20,000. And, a
far cry from the early years
when the budget was well over
$200,000.

“if we don’t get all the
expected sponsorships, we
could be forced to dump

Fantasyland,” said Loiselle. “We

usually collect about $5,000
from the collection box in the
Gathering, but it’s a far cry
from what it costs.”

Mike Watts, owner of
WATTS-UP, Inc., and the festi-
val’s coordinator, said it costs
$20,000-$25,000 to carve
Fantasyland.

| LOCAL NEWS |

Parents organize to write lawmakers

BY SUE MA‘$0N
STAFF WRITER '

“If we don’t stop it now, kids
wor't have what our kids have
now. I want kids to have the
same education as my kids. All

_the things my kids weére

exposed to, I want them to
have.” ‘

It sounded more like a mis-
sion statement than a reason
why for Nancy Zilka. The -
mother of 4 Wayne Memorial
High School student, she has
joined April Shepler and
Wendy Braswell in leading a
parental push to get state law-
makers to properly fund public
education.

“I don’t think enough people
realize how it will affect them,
if the schools fail,” she said fol~
lowing a meeting of the Parent
Funding Committee last week.
“I don't think they realize how
it will affect the value of their
home.”

For the third time in as
marny weeks, parents gathered
with Wayne-Westland school
officials to map out a strategy
for getting lawmakers’ atten-
tion to the problems school
districts are facing because of
the state’s ongoing financial
problems.

Those in attendance made a
commitment to return to their
home schools and identify five
supportive parents to write
lawmakers, asking that they
commit to fully funding public
education.

“If you do that across the dls-
trict, they'll have a ton of mail,
Superintendent Greg Baracy

ggn% UPDATE

Presented by
Hands On Center For Physncal Therapy

GETTING BACK ON YOUR FEET

Immediately after total knee-
replacement surgery, patients are
likely to wake up with their legs in
continuous passive motion devices,
which gentr bend and straighten
the joint, Wlthm 24 hours, a physi-
cal therapist may assist with getting
-out of bed to a nearby chair, sl
| crutches or a walker. The hos ltrﬁ

{ stay will last 5-6 days, with daily
] work with the physical therapist.
Patients spend that time leaming to
srutect their new knees whiie bath-
ing, dressing, and getting infout of
cars, Before going home, patients

walker, go

post su
ries. Ea

form rehab exercises and certain
necessary tasks.

At HANDS ON CENTER FOR
PHYSICAL THERAPY we provide
rehabilitative care for a variety of

h

the highest level of care possible
and we will devote our complete
attention and compassion o help
vou achieve vour physical therapy
ubjectives. Tu schedule an appoini-
ment, call 455-8370. We are con-
veniently located at 650 South

fearn to straighten their knees and Main  Street in  downtown
bend ther 90 degrees, get in & out  Plymouth and we offer easy access
of bed, walk with crutches or a and parking.

PS. Knee-replacement patients can place their weight on cemented
prostheses as soon as they are comfortable, while a screwed-in

implant will not be sufficiently secure to bear full weight until

bone grows into it (about six weeks).

-told the group. “Remember,
‘there’s nothing you can say
that’s incorrect when you say
you want your kids to have
new textbooks. Tell them you
want education funded. You
‘want your kids to get the same
education that you got”

The meeting came a week
after parents and school offi-
cials gathered at Edsel Ford
‘High School in Dearborn to
begin planning for the letter
writing campaign. '

The idea is to send letters by
no later that mid-January to
lawmakers whose district
include the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools and to do
follow-up letters and phone
calls to see what has been
done,

That would include two state
representatives — Glenn
Anderson, D-Westland, and
John Stewart, R- Plymouth
Township — and three state

.senators - Laura Toy, R-
Livonia, Bruce Patterson, R~
Canton Township, and
Raymond E. Basham, D-Taylor.

Baracy cautioned the parents
that the campaign must go
beyond the initial letter writ-
ing, that follow-up letters will
need to go out in mid-February
or early March “to see what
they're doing up there.”

“If we write letters and do
nothing else, we will have
failed out children,” he said.
“They need to see we're going
to be relentless, that we're
going to keep up the pressure.
I think they'll wait and see, if
we can pull this off”

While the letter writing is

0 up/down curbs, and per-

ical procedures and inju-
of our patients receives
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- at present, plans are to take it.

centered in the tri-county area

'HOWTO IIEACH YouR
LAWMAKERS

Parents can send their ietters

statewide. However, Baracy -
stressed the two-thirds of the
public school students reside

in Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb counties. to lawmakers at: :

The parents alsoreceiveda . W Sen. Laura Toy, PO.Box .~
brief preview of what Wayne- 3036 | ansing, Mi 48909-7536.-

Westland faces because of the
state’s financial problems as -
well as other actions that may

She also can be reached by
telephone at (517) 373-1707, by

H

e 4

take place in the comin, - 4
months to get Iawmake%s fax at (517) 373-3935 or by e - §
attention. mait at SentToy@senate. a

Wayne-Westla.nd he said,
will cut programs to maintain
a surplus that will carry it
through the start of its budget
year on July 1 to October when
it receives its first state school

_ michigan.gov. v

. Il Sen. Bruce Patterson, Box
30036, Lansing, M 48909-7536. -
He also can be reached by
telephone at (17) 3737350, by

aid payment.
‘Also in the worksis the faxat (5 T392Borbye

issuance of a report card, grad-  mail at : .

ing lawmakers based omx their

votes on educational issues. SenBPatterson@senate mlchag

There’s also a possibility of a an.gov. : .

caravan of parents to Lansing
to protest on the steps of the
State Capitol and an action by
some school superintendents
who will take and drop their
keys on the governor’s desk,
possibly in April or May.
“Every school district in the’
state is having the same prob-
lem,” he said. “Kalkaska closed
its doors early in 1994 and that
got their attention, That’s the

I Sen. Raymond E. Basham,

Box 30036, Lansing, M| 48909- .
7536. He also can be reached

by telephone at (517) 373-7800,
by fax at (517) 373-9310 or by e- .
mail at SenRBasham’
@senate.michigan.gov.

B Rep. Glenn Anderson, Box
30014, Lansing, M| 48909'7514

reaﬁntt;f( %@g{ﬁi , He also can be reached by
_netakof aKakaskaaction telphone at (517) 373-2576, by
didn't set well with Shepler. .» et
"“Thave two kids and Lwant_ fakat (511 313-5962r by e

to see them educated properly,”
she said. “My role as a con~
cerned parent is to get the
word out to everyone in state
government that if we don’t get
the money to educate our kids
they won’t be able to succeed.”

-“] want the kids to have the
same education as my kids,”
added Zilka. “I want the money
there for them, all the things
my kids were exposed to, I
want them to have.”

Zilka believes that the
parental ground swell needs to
include the younger parents
with children in kindergarten
and first grade.
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mail at glennanderson
@house.mi.gov. ;
B John Stewart, Box 30014
Lansing, Mi 48909-7514. He also*
can be reached by telephone -
at (517) 373-3816, by faxat (517)"
3735952 or by e-mail at
johnstewart@house.m!;qov.

“They need to do it now.
before the cuts,” she said. “If
we stop now, their kids won t
have what my | k1ds have now”
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DEATHS

A .
Sherry L. Arebaugh, 45, of
Rochester Hills, died Dec. 2.

B
Doris C, Barkham, 80, of Rochester,
died Nov. 30.
Miima M. Bratton, 93, of Rochester
Hills, died Dec. 4.
Patricia H. Breuning, 75, of
Rochester, died Dec. 9.
William F. Brown, Sr., 98, of Auburn
Hills, died Dec. 5.

c
Amy J. Capuano, 44, of Rochester
Hills, died Nov. 25.
Russell G. Carter, 89, of Rochester
Hills, died Nov. 21.
Grant Chambertin Jr., 81, of
Northville Townshlp, died Nov. 25.

Robert R. D:Idme 82 of Rochester
Hills, died Dec. 3.
Jeanne Elizabeth Dolan, 60, of
Hamburg, formerly of Garden City,
died Dec. 10,
F
Nathan D. Farnsworth, 67, of
Clarkston, died Dec. 7.
Margaret A. Foust, 76, of Royal Oak,
died Nov. 19.
Margaret E. Frank, 97, of Rochester
Hills, died Dec. 5.
G
Marguerite (Peggy) Osmun Gail, 92,
of Hilton Head Istand, died Dec. 7.
Leonard H.T. (Terry) Gartz, of
Westland, died Dec. 12
Barbara J. Gerczak, 66, of Linden,
formerly of Rochester, died Dec. 3.
H

Darryl Robert Harvey, 41, of

Leonard, died Dec. 4.

Sam Hili, of Westiand, died Dec, 12,
o

Ellie Rebecca Jakubowski, 3

months, of Plymouth, died Dec. 6.

K

Mildred G. Van Saw King, 91, of

Florida, formerly of Rochester, died

Nov. 20.

Charles M. Kleindl, 74, of Pontiac,

-SOLDIER

FROM PAGE Al

who was in Iraq from March, 2003 until
April of this year. “After Sept. 11 (2001), I
knew something would happen. I didn’t
know it would take this long.”

After that, Kaleb went to live with his _ -

living on base at Ft. Carson, but the couple

their son was bettet off in a stable env1ron—
ment.

It has been a tough time for Johnathan.
Not only has he missed his family, but he
has also had to deal with all the perils a

L soldier in war always has to deal with.
Stephen Mayes LaSalle, 75, of Twelve-hour shifts, and nightly mortar
Northville, died Dec. 7. attacks. Guys he’s known have been killed
Betty J. Lease, 80, of Clarkston, in action. And life in the dessert is often
died Dec. 5. brutal, he says. Summer heat that gets up
M 1o 140-Fahrerheit, and winter nights so
Albert A. Martin, 68, of Rochester ~ cold they chill your bones.
Hills, died Dec. 2. “I knew it was going to be hot. But I
Alene M. Masterson, 72, of don't think any of us realized how cold it
Woodhaven, died Dec. 9. gets there in the winter,” he says.
Mina Opal Maxwell, 80, died Dec. 7. Roe is a radio operator with the
LaSalle Mayes, 75, of Northville, Ironhawk 3/3 Armored Calvary Regiment.

died Dec. 1.

died Dec. 7. He spent the latter stages of his tour work-
Mary A. McCright, 92, of Plymouth,  ing as & gunner on patrols that included
died Dec. 10. impromptu road blocks and searches of

Larry G. Miller, 64, of Rochester
Hills, died Nov, 28.

local homes looking for insurgents.
He said these patrols were often quite

P intense, and often led to combat-type situ-~
Edward 0. Perttola, 82, of Canton,  ations.
died Dec. 6. “You're always a bit scared. After a while
R it becomes routine, but you always have in

Stelia D. Rogalski, 85, of West
Bloomfield, formerly of Livonia.

the back of your mind something could
happen at any time,” he said.

Roe recently learned he will be heading
back to Iraq for another year, probably in
March or April, which is why he wanted to

S
David Carson Sutton, 53, of
Waterford, formerly of Madison
Heights and Royal Oak died Dec. 9.
W
Ruth S. Weber, 85, of Auburn Hills,
died Dec. 1.
Steven Donald Wedge, died Dec, 6,
2004
Robert 0. Weir, 78, of Clarkston,
died Dec, 11.
Elva M. White, 87, of Troy, died Nov.
12.

ST
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Pat Barry disagrees with the
change, saying it’s a terrible
decision by the state.

“It’s a test for college stu-
dents; it will take years to
shift over to teach what they
want taught on the new test”
said Barry. “All those students
who don't plan to go to col-
lege, this test will be highly
inappropriate for them, and
the success rate will plummet.

% “All the state benchmarks
are designed to be tested on
the MEAP, and this ACT test
is not aligned directly with our
curriculum,” said Barry. “It
will take years to make the
two align, and it’s goirig to be
a mess for years to come. It’s
political, and it's terrible”

High school junior Dustin
Maynes, 16, of Canton, will be
taking the MEAP exam this
year, However, he believes the
change to a college entrance
type exam will benefit stu-
dents.

“I think if they do some-
thing more like the SAT and
ACT tests, it’s going to be
more beneficial because that’s
what the colleges want,” said
Maynes. “The MEAPs are par-
tially considered a waste of
time by students.”

Nancy Haskin of Canton,
who has a sophomore and sev-
enth-grader attending’
Plymouth-Canton Schools,
agrees with the change in
tests.

" piloted in some school

MEAP is a true sense of how a
child is doing in school,” said
Haskin. “If you have a child
that falls into special needs,
it’s not a true measure.

“I think a college entrance
type test is more of a true
measure, and it’s going more
toward what the colleges are
looking for,” she said.

‘Laura Michalski, waiting to
pick up her daughter, Kristin.
a senior at the Park, said if
changes are made the level of
education will have to step up.

“Personally, I wasn't pre-
pared for that type of test {in
high school),” said Michalski.
“I think the MEAP measures
better. I would kind of like to
see it stay.”

Plymouth-Canton Schools
Board of Education President
Mark Slavens said he’s unhap-
py the state went forward
without discussing the change
with local school districts.

“We've invested a lot of
money in aligning our cur-
riculum with the MEAP, and
now suddenly they arbltranly
making the change without
checking with school districts
to see what effect it will have
financially on the districts,” he
said.

“They pushed this bill.
through too quickly.”

Bender said he expects the
Michigan Merit Exam to be

districts in the spring, with
the remalmng school districts
to begin using the test in
2006.

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

“I just don’t think the (734) 459-2700
TARGET subdivision.
B Approved the sale of two
FROM PAGE A1 lots on Marlowe Street for one
dollar to Habitat for

other Target stores are adding
Starbucks but the Canton store
is not one of them.

Yack asked him what makes
a Target a superstore.

“Generally that refers to a
combined grocery and general
merchandise,” Tucker said.
“This is not going tobe a
Super Target.”

He said the store would have
an enlarged food offering, but
not a full grocery section.

Construction is expected to
start next spring with comple-
tion expected by October
2005,

In other business the board:

B Approved a final plat for
the second part of Antique
Forest subdivision. The 22-
acre project is on the south
side of Ford Road west of
Beck. It will have a total of 33
residential lots. Nine of those
léts are south of Fellows Creek
and will connect to the exist-
ing Antique Forest

Humanity. Habitat would
build an affordable single-fam-
ily home on the property for a
moderate income family. ‘
Construction would take place
in the spring of 2005.

B Authorized the supervisor
to sigi a grant agreement with
the Department of Natural
Resources to conduct a tree
survey to assess the condition
of trees on public property
throughout the township.
Towngship staff will conduct
the survey and do tree map-
ping for the project. The grant
is for $8,000. Canton will pro-
vide a match of $12,000, how-
ever $10,000 will be in the
form of in-kind contribution
for conducting the survey and
doing the mapping. The proj-
ect comes in the wake of ash
trees lost to the emerald ash
borer.

cmd

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700

grandparents. Johnathan’s wife, Janice, is -

have moved around so much, they thought

Don T miss- thls opportumty to 5hop an- omuzmg selection of
. Nepo PO[\iSfOR and Chmo A

Roe's parents, Michelle and Greg Roe, said his visit was the best_Christmas gift they could've hoped for.

take advantage of the opportunity to come
home this week.

Michelle Roe said these have been very
tough times for both her and Greg, to say
the least. They are both dreading the day
when Johnathan must head back to Iraq.
However, Michelle said having Kaleb
makes it a little easier to bear.

“Thank God this boy is here. He is my
lifeline,” she said.

Johnathan Roe is approachmg his next
tour with optimism it will be the last or

" next to last tour of the war. Like most

Americans, he is hoping the Iraqi elec-
tions, scheduled for January, will turn the
tide of the war, and give the Iraqis the

»G’O"NG;O'NZNV-OW"AT EA»SFFLAND

. age Iraqi believes in what America is’
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ability to ﬁght it for themselves. He said he
wag generally treated with respect over -
there, and he gets the sense that the aver-

doing.

As for Roe himself, he said the experi-
ence has forever changed him, and his
outlook on life.

“I've grown up since then. Now, I look at
every day and try improve myself. I wake
up and think how I can be closer to my
son,” he said. “Personal possessions aren’t
as lmportant anymore. It has opened my
eyes alot”

Kkuban@og.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700.
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! ~ BY BRAD KADRICH
P STAFFWRITER

| It either snowed or rained

most of the day leading up to

the start of Sunday’s local

observance of the '

: International Children’s

' Memorial, sponsored in
Plymouth’s Kellogg Park by
The Compassionate Friends,
Livonia chapter.

Then a funny thing hap-
pened on the way to a rainout:
Just before hundreds of people
began to gather to honor the

. memories of children lost too
soon, the clouds stopped -
dumping their rain on the cer-
emony.

And Gail Lafferty, the
Livonia woman who is treas-
urer for The Compassionate
Friends, doesn’t think Mother
Nature had anything to do
with it.

“I think the kids took care of
us,” she said with a smile.

i
I
|
+
i

simple purpose with the inter-
nanonal movement “To pro-

The local memorial shares a

 Light shines for the children

~ Candle ceremony helps keep memorres alive

Marlicia Tabor, 9, lights her family members'. candles as they remember her

uncle, Glenn Tabor, during The Compassionate Friends candlelight vigil Sunday.

The event is designed to give grieving families a chance to honor the memory

of their children,

vide a 24-hour wave of light
that encircles the globe in lov-
ing memory of all children
that their light may always
shine.” It does this when can-
dles are lit at 7 p.m. in each
time zone. As they burn down
in one time zone, they'’re lit in

Sl b Sy e Madonfes,
nasadel e S Reneg SR

Q

another, providing the 24-
hour light.

More importantly, the cere-
mony provides an opportunity
for friends and loved ones to
gather together in a group
where empathy is possible.

Nancy Glumb of Canton lost,

Audiovox 8910

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAU

Greg Blackwood (front left) is surrounded by famlly and fnends as they gather around a tree bearing a photo of his

giaughter, Amy Blackwood, during The Compassionate Friends” candlelight vigil in Plymouth's Kéllogg Park Sunday.

a son four years ago, then lost
her daughter, Tabitha Allen,
just over a year ago. Tears
rolled as she held her candle
and thought about her family
lost.

“This is a moment for me to
remember my children, it’s
like closure,” said Glumb, who

49, 95

after mail-in rebate

Retail Price $99.95
- Muil in Rebate $50.00
Now Only $49.95

New 2 year customer agreement
required. While supplies last.
Activation required on both
phones. Rebate takes 8-10
weeks.

attended Sunday’s service with
Tabitha’s two children. “I can
feel like I'm with other people
who are feeling the same way.”

The evening featured music,
poetry and the traditional
reading of the names of chil-
dren who have passed away.
Christmas trees covered with
ornaments featuring the
names of the children also
dotted the Kellogg Park land-
scape.

According to Lafferty, who
lost her son Max in a car acci-
dent at Christmas in 1995, the
evening is a chance for griev-
ing parents, siblings and
friends to gather togetherand

" get through the holidays.

“This is always a difficult
time,” Lafferty said. “The most
important thing is we have a

connection with other people.
It brings back wonderful
memories, our families are
here and 51blmgs are here, it’s
a real connection. It's a special
night.”

Thats how Jessica Linto of
Westland feels about it, too.
Linto, 22, lost her older broth-
er in a car accident eight years
ago.

She has come out to The
Compassionate Friends event
every year to remember, and
honor, her brother.

“It definitely helps me,”
Linto said. “I'm happy they
put somethmg like this togeth-
er, it's wonderful they bring
people together”

bkadrich@ae.homecomm.nef
(734} 459-2700

(On stage) Pat.0'Donnell, chapter leader of The Compassionate Friends Livonia
chapter, who lost his son Brian, and Gail Lafferty, the group's {reasurer who
fost her son Max, read names of children white grieving friends and families
remember their loved ones and comfort each other dur:ng a candlelight vzgll
in Plymouth's Keiiogq Park Sunday.

Foot and ankle prob!ems can iterally iﬁ«
altey, or even ruin, 4 person’s ixfestyle
Dr. Tammy Gephatfis a specialist in the
prevention, care and cure of foot and
ankle problems, offering both conserv-
ative and surgical procedures for
treatment.

As a podiatric surgcon, Dr. Gephart

also has a strong interest in sports
injuries, and works in general podiartry,
pedlatrics, orthotics, and dlabenc limb
salvage.

Credentials:

* Graduate of ( Obio ( Cailege of
Podiatric Medicine .

¢ Surgical Residency: Nortiaport VA
- Medical Centey -

. Member Ame ican C Iecre of Foot

Canton
44011 Ford Road -
(3 blks. East of Shetdon R}
mamL
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More
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: 8712 W. Grand River Ave. 18010 Silver Parkway 448 E Edgewoad
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{810) 22?-7449 {810) 629-7440 (5!7) 394~7441
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" The holiday ‘
lights are.on
at Nankin
Mills. -

Lighting

‘Nankin

The-holiday light

show along Hines Drive
* has a little competition fol-
lowing the official tree light-
“ing at Nankin Mills '
" Saturday.

Participants sang
Christmas carols on the lawn
of the historic mill.

They were joined by Santa
Claus who arrived with a
Ho-~Ho-Ho in time to listen

‘to requests from youngsters
in attendance.

Youngsters also had an
opportunity to make orna-
ments and punched tin dec-
orations as well as partici-
pate in holiday-themed
games like fruitcake
bowling, pin the tail on
Rudolph and a reindeer
antler toss.

The event was sponsored
by Wayne Parks and the
Friends of Nankin Mills, a
volunteer organization
which works with Wayne
County to preserve the his-
toric grist mill.

Built after the Civil War,
the mill was purchased by

- comes to
fills

Henry Ford in 1918 Henry
Ford as part of a plan to
develop village mill indus-
tries along the Rouge and
other small rivers. '

Equipped with a turbine
generator, Nankin Mills
produced engravings, carbu-
retor parts, rivets, and bear-
ings.

The mill closed after
World War II and was
acquired by the Wayne
County Road Commission. It
was given.a new life in 1956
as a nature center.

Buke Zielke works on a tin ornament
during the crafts program at the mil.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ten-year-old Amanda Zammit wraps ribbon around her thistle ornament, cne
of the crafts that kids could try at the mill's tree lighting program.

L O£08269688

Appreciation Sale
Now thru Dec. 22, 2004

Customer

(734) 421

Beautifully Cr.

afted Jewelry Designs
Repairs Done On-site

Holiday Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10-8;

-029

Sat. 10-6

© 2004 Bank One is a divi
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ANEW CLINICAL - Newh
DEEP CREASE

CONCENTRATE!

A Painless Alternati

to Botox Injection: L]

islocg'ed between the Dollai renxy

Directions? Questions?
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Bitten man gets rid
of deadly snakes

>
5

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

‘The venomous snakes are
gone, shipped out to other
lqcatlons where, apparently, it.
is'not illegal to possess them.

i»That’s what Tim Cronin, an

CANTON CIN!‘:’.MA

Ford R 1Mie W, of 1275
_» $8.75 Kids all shows F: P MR Y]

$7.25 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
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ATE 08 CUSHQENEY

bumtm Evuder ST
Rudio Controlied Truck Combe

1500 Mah Sport Battery Pock

attorney representing Canton
Township, told 35th District

" Judge John MacDonald at a

hearing Tuesday morning.

The township had requested
the hearing in the case of
Rudolph Hatfield who had
more than 50 snakes in his
southwest Canton home.
Police said if the snakes were
not removed by Tuesday they -
would ask the court for an
order to dispose of them. They
also said they would seek
restitution for expenses
incurred in dealing with the
situation.

The case came to light aﬂer
Hatfield was bitten by one of
the snakes, a 9-foot-long
bushmaster, while he was
attempting to clean its cage on
Dec. 4. Hatfield was treated at
St. Mary Mercy Hospital in
Livonia and later transferred
to Detroit Receiving Hospital.

Luckily for him the Detroit -
~ Zoo had an antidote to the

venor.
He’s recovering, but at
Tuesday’s hearing he was

TAX
PROBLEMS?

We settle any tax,
any year )

(248) 985-HELP
(4357)

OQEDB827.8231

g + Plyg & Ploy USE Controlfer
* Ready-to-Run Stadium Truck * includes TONS of Airplanes and Helis

* Pistol Grip Rudio System * Awesome 3D Crophics Starting ot
*1yr Parts Breakuge Warranty * Works w/ Windows 98, 2000,

* peuk Detecting Buttery Chorger ME, & XP

Radio Controlied Blight §§§§%€S§§9§

* Wutiple Fiying Sites & Skill Levels

The bushmaster, which is considered the fargest and most venomous snake in
the Americas, can reach 12-feet in iength.

" nursing a swollen and painful

right hand.

At the hospital he told offi-
cials about his other snakes.
When police and firefighters
went to the house they found
the snakes in cages in an
upstairs bedroom. Hatfield
was issued a citation by the
township for violating a local
ordinance making it unlawful
to possess certain animals,
including “poisonous reptiles,
spiders and insects.”

At Tuesday’s hearing, Cronin
told the court that Hatfield
had relinquished his right to
the bushmaster, which is
presently in quarantine at the

“A zoo official said the bush-
master will not be euthanized,
but will be transferred to
another zoo,” he said. “The zoo
wouldn’ take the other
snakes.”

He said Hatfieid had
reached an agreement with
Canton Police to remove the
other snakes from his proper-

ty.

“Mr. Hatfield has removed
the other venomous snakes,”
Cronin said. “They’ve been
shipped to other locations

where, apparently, it’s not ille-

gal to possess them.”
He said there were still
three non-venomous snakes

www.hometownlife.com .

Rudolph Hatfield should

The Canton resident, who
owned more than 50 snakes,
was bitten by his 9-foot-long
bushmaster and lived to tell
about it. The species. is con-
sidered one of the most dan-
gerous snakes in the world.

The large venomous bush--
master is native to Central
America and northern South
America. It is a member of -
the pit viper family, which
also includes rattlesnakes.
While most pit vipers bear
live young, the bushmaster
lays eggs.

Bushmasters, whieh are the
largest pit vipers in the
Western Hemisphere, can
reach a length of 12 feet. It
features a diamond patiern of

Bushmastérf’s bite can be iethél

consider himself a lucky man.

) fangs that can reach 1.4 inch-

" causing internal bleeding.- .
They are noted for being able - |

gray and brown. Their bodies = domestic rats.

are slightly ﬂattened vnth

_wedge-shaped heads. ‘
*Similarly to other pit

vipers, they have hinged

fangs that lie flat on the roof

of the mouth when not in use.

Large bushmaster have long’

es in length. When bothered,
they often shake their tail tip
against foliage to make a
‘threatening noise. -
The bite of 2 bushmaster,
though weaker than other pit
vipers, can be lethal to
humans. Their venom kills by.

to produce very large quanti-
ties of venom. .

In the wild, bushmasters
typically eat small mammals.
Zoos usually feed them

told the court he was getting
rid of them also .

When MacDonald asked
Hatfield how he pleaded on
the citation for posséssion of a

venomous snake, he replied,

“Gullty ” N

He was fined $500 plus
court costs.

“T've talked to Mr. Hatfield
about expenses incurred by

He said police and fire
expenses amounted to .
$1,852.97.

Hatfield said he would reim-

burse the township for that
amount: In addition to the
restitution, MacDonald fined
him $150 plus court costs for
the incident.

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net

Detroit Zoo. on the premises, but Hatfield the township,” Cronin said. (734) 459-2700
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@ THE LIB RARY

DID YOU KNOW? The hbrary is closed Friday,  catalog this week, visit B Slalom - S.L. Rottman

The Library Café is open!
The menu inchides gourmet
coffee drinks, fountain pop,
baked goods, wrap sandwiches,
soup and salads. Stop by on
your way to work - the café
opens at 8 a.m.

Hours: Monday-Thursday 8
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday 8 am.to 5
p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
and Sunday noon to 5 p.m.

* Radio Control Cars, Boats, Planes, Helis
* Model Trains * Family Games * Fantasy Games |

= Poker Supplxes #* Puazzies ¥ Plastic Models
* Seience/Education Kits * Craft Kits * Kites
* Telescopes ¥ Metal Detectors ¥ Rockets

* Slot Cars * Mode!ung Supplies & More !

Canton
IDER 42011 Ford Rd,
; Sears Hardward Plaza
HOBBY snops {734) 981-8700

Livonia
30991 Five Mile Rd.
East of Merriman
(734) 425-9720

OE08281880 ..

Free gift wrapping service at
Brighton Gardens of Northville on
Saturday, Cecember 18
from 2:30-6:00 PM.

Call for de.tails.:

:f Brighton Gardens of Northville

Every day can't be a holiday.
But they can all be spec1a‘

that eacl senior umque

Our resident-centered approach puts
sendors first, presenting them with
options to match their individual needs
and wishes. By offering amenities and
services, delicious meals, stimulating
activities and scheduled group outings,
we wotk every day to imptove your

- senior’s quality of hfe.

ISE.

MSENIOR LIVING

734-420-7917 15870 Haggerty Road
734-420-4000 16100 Haggerty Road

. Sunrise of Northville

Assisted Living, Alzheimers Care

wwaw.sunriseseniorlivingcom

2é&

Dec. 24 to Sunday, Dec. 26 for
the Christmas holiday. It will
re-open at 9 a.m. on Monday,
Dec. 27.

WEB WATCH

B www.americangardenmu-
seum.com - “The American
Garden Museum is a working
archive that celebrates
American gardens and their
gardeners.”

| :
www.sreetips.com/google.html
- Helpful tips for using the
search tool, Google.

B www.kingtut.org/educa-'
tion.htm - Discover the history
of King Tut, view maps and
browse artifacts from the
tomb.

NEW MATERIALS LIST

To see 2 complete list of new
materials added to the library's

http://catalog.cantonpl.org/ftli
st. :

Adult Fiction.

8 About Grace - Anthony
Doerr .

8 The GIass Virgin - '
Catherine Cookson ’

8 The Graduate - Charles
Webb

8 A Spy in Winter - Michael
Hastings

Adult Non-Fiction

B 8 Ways to Avoid Probate - |
Mary Randolph

B The Backpacker's
Handbook - Chris Townsend

B Diabetes Cookbook -
Maureen Callahan and Karen
A. Levin

8 How To Restore & Repair
Practically Everything ~
Lorraine Johnson

Teen Books

® Bucking the Sarge -
Christopher Paul Curtis

The Last of the Roundup
Boys - Debra Seely

H Son of the Mob: :
Hollywood Hustle - Gordon
Korman .

Children's Fiction

M 11,000 Years Lost - Peni
R. Grzfﬁn ‘.

M Betsy and the Emperor-
Staten Rabin ‘

8 Me and Billy - James
Lincoln Collier

B Whispering to VVztches -

“Anna Dale

Children's Non-Fiction
® Bird - David Burnie

H Dinosaur - David Norman o

and Angela Milner .

B How animals play - Betty
,Tatham .

8 Utah - Doug Sanders

@ The Library is compiled by Christie
Ekern, marketing and communications
manager. The Canton-Public Library is
located at 1200 S. Canton Center. for
more information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734) 397
0999 or visit www.cantonpl.org.
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Diamond
Stud Earrings

All sizes specially priced
in 14KT White & Yellow
Gold

Diamond
Pendants

1/4 Ct. Diamond
Necklace

Diamond or
Colored Stone
Huggie Earrings

Classic Beauty
he Omega Necklac

with gemstone slide - many styles to choose from
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Favorite Gift...
Engagement Rings

Let us show you our
outstanding collection and
educate you on the art of
diamond buying.

Large Selection of Gents Diamond,
Onyx and Stone Rings 14kt

Charm Her
This Christmas

Rembrandt
Charms

Available in Gold &
Sterling Silver
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PuppyPaws are here! g |
Fine joweliy for pret froofile. SGH 3

The sweetest paws you've ever seen! Puppy Paws™
are beautiful 14k gold jewelry accented with precious
& semi-precious gemstones. While supplies last,
every 14k Puppy Paw comes attached to an

J adorable, limited edition, stuffed puppy.

ot enlar?ed to
show detai

©2003, PuppyPaws™ . inc

The Diamond Tennis Bracelet
Large Selection of yellow & white gold

Many Styles Available

Oth Anniversary Céleb
1ce 1944
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Headwaters
need protection

Take a drive through Canton and you can begin to realize
just how many little creeks there are in the township. They
weave through neighborhoods and close to school yards, ; and
can be found in undeveloped parks or running along major
roadways.

There are dozens of these small streams in the township.
Some are so meager in size, a person could clear them with a
single leap. Yet, just because they are small doesn’t mean
they are insignificant in the overall scheme of things. In fact,
biologists will tell you they are quite important.
Geographically, Canton is situated in the very heart of the
Rouge River watershed, which means'all the drainage in the
township ultimately makes its way into the Rouge, via these
small streams.

Considered the headwaters of the Rouge, these streams
are the watershed’s last bastion of good water quality.
Traditionally fed by wetlands, they run cold and clear and
help oxygenate and cool the Rouge.

Yet, because of all the development taking place, they are
~ starting to show the same scars that have plagued lower
regions of the river for years. Erosion is cutting at their
banks, because more stormwater is being diverted into them.
The waters are becoming more turbid, because of increased
sediment loads. Riparian vegetation is being stripped away
and replaced with fertilized lawns., .

A perfect example of this can be seen in Cherry Hill
Village, where a developer cut down nearly all of the vegeta-
tion along the Lower Rouge River to install a water main for
a giant subdivision that will be built int the near future. The
developer, Bﬂtmore, has promlsed to restore some vegeta-
tion along the river, but it remains to be seen if they can
replicate what was lost. Canton has a number of ordinances
on the books meant to protect streams, including one that
requires a 50-foot vegetated buffer along both banks of a
river. Yet, with all the development taking place, it is hard
for township officials to monitor every project. And to make
matters worse, in many cases, Wayne County grants permits
that supersede the township’s ordinances, which is what
happened with the Cherry Hill project.

All too often, it seems doing what'’s right for the river is the
last priority. That needs to changeif the headwaters are to be
saved. The township and county must be more vigilant in
protecting what’s left. It makes little sense to spend millions
of dollars to improve water quality in places like Dearborn,
Wayne and Westland, if the headwaters continue to be
destroyed.

Once they're gone, they're gone.

‘We need Detroit as
much as it needs us

“We folks in the suburbs may think we’re pretty self-suf-
ﬁment — we've got everything we need out here and we
don t need that big, bad city on the river. How many
times do we hear the refrain: Let them keep. their crime,
poverty and administration scandals; let them worry
about thelr schooldlstnct failures; and let them deal with

Well try to see a major league football, baseball or
hockey game in the suburbs — you can’t. (Some mlght
argue you can’t in Detroit, either) You also won't find
world-class offerings comparable with the Detroit
Institute of Arts, the Detroit Science Museum, the
Detroit Zoo (OK, it’s technically in Royal Oak) and

other major theatrical attractions like the Fisher and .

Fox theaters and many others. The search for architec-
tdral treasures that rival Detroit’s historic churches,
hptels and office buildings would be just as futile here in
the suburbs.

“Try to see the North American Internafuonal Auto
Show in Redford, watch -the hydroplane races in
R‘ochester or visit the Michigan State Fair in
Bmmngham Again, you can’t.

“The point is that we need a culturally vibrant and eco-
nomically vital central czty as much here in the suburbs as
Detron: does.

=A cautionary story came from down'oown last month: Two
suburban school bus drivers were robbed while they waited
olitside 2 historic church, as students toured inside the
afchitectural gem. Not unexpectedly, some people wanted
that district to halt any such trips to Detroit. School officials,
instead, agreed to scrutinize precise locations to which they
sénd students, but to continue most trips — understanding
the value of havmg students visit Detroit’s cultural center.

“Next month, many of us will pause in our suburban
towns to celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. and his mes-
sage of peace, justice and equality. We should also
remember that, while our suburbs may be great places to
hve and raise children, we must appreciate our mterde-
pendence with the city of Detroit.
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Kurt Kuban Marty Carry
- Community Editor | Advertising Director
- Hugh Galfagher | Peter Neill
Managing Editor | General Manager
- Susan Rosiek | Dick Aginian
' - Executive Editor | President
Jack Lessenberry | Phil Power .
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«Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
_readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contnbute
" to the business success of our customers.
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| Disturbing ad

As I was browsing through Thursday’s
paper (Dec. 9), I took an interest in an
article on the terror readiness of the
Educational Park. It's good to know our
community recognizes the need to have a
solid program of readiness. It’s even bet-
ter when weaknesses are recognized in
programs designed for public safety. Half
the solution is in realizing a problem
may exist.

What I was not too pleased to see was
the huge advertisement space given to a
gun and knife show on the same page as
the description of our safety weakness at
the Park! Egads, what an eye catcher! I
personally find it distasteful and irre-
sponsible usce of advertisement space
Granted e space was houghit and paid
for. but the ad did not have to be put on
the same page as an article describing
the shortcomings in protecting our high
schools against those who commit vio-
lent crimes! Please use better judgmerit
in the future.

Vickie Pavioff
Canton

Inspiring story

I am writing in reference to the article
in the Canton Observer on Nov. 25 titled,
“Hair to help.” It was wonderful to read a
heartwarming story like this and how
surprised I was to see a great story on the
front page! The news is always so nega-
tive and usually only bad stories seem to
get published.

This story touched me so much
because I could really relate to Kristine
because I have dealt with many loved
ones with cancer, too. Both my grandmas
had breast cancer and my dad had brain
cancer. Seeing a 10-year-old girl give up
her hair and to take time to help others
made me so happy. After I read the arti-
cle, it made me feel like I needed to do
something to help others. I have decided
to volunteer at the Ronald McDonald
House by making dinner for families
who have children at Mott’s Children
Hospital.

Thank you for writing such an inspira-
tional article. ‘

Kristen lrwin

Canton

Captured spirit of evening

Just a note to thank you for your Work '

in the Dec. 5 Observer. I very much
enjoyed your article titled ... not going to
take it anymore. T felt you captured the
spirit of the evening and accurately
reflected the purpose of gathering all

‘those people together.

_ As the superintendent of the Plymouth-

. Canton Community Schools, I hope that

something can be done to address the
funding shortfall. We are on the brink of
doing some truly amazing things in P-C
that will be severely curtailed if we have
another mid-year cut or another
Foundation Grant freeze for 2005-06.
Thanks again for your work.
Jim Ryan
superintendent, Plymouth-Canton Schools

LETTERS
Teachers as scapegoats

It is extremely saddening to read the
attitude of Mr. Kremer as he reflects on
contract negotiations between PCCS and
its teachers (Nov. 18 letter to the editor).
First, in business it is a good, productive
sign when management and labor have an
interest-based relationship where they can
communicate rationally in an attempt to
find a reasonably fair and equitable result.

Secondly, if I were part of the PCCS
teaching workforce, I would not be leav-
ing negotiations “satisfied” knowing my
salary would be about 6 percent behind
the projected rate of inflation for the
duration of the contract.

Nor would I be “satisfied” knowing
that, after all the mathematical compar-
isons are dene about dayvs worked, etce,,
according to labor statistics I would still
be tens of thousands of dollars behind in
salary of other comparable “professional”
level workers.

Why does society always use teachers
as scapegoats by blaming them for gov-

ernmental financial difficulties? Why do

teachers and their families always have
to suffer the monetary burdens of finan-
cial mismanagement over which they
have no control, especially when the state
and federal governments are not ponying
up the monies for education? Why
wouldn’t the government increase school
fuhding at least by matching the infla-
tionary rates and cost-of-living increases
to funding allowances?

The “financial erosion” Mr. Kremer
writes of starts much higher than the
school district. So, yes, in both the short
and long run of it, Mr. Kremer, it is your
fault and the rest of tax-paying society’s
fault, for not making the tough decision of
greater financial respect for teachers and
for the improved, realistic funding for
education at the time they were needed.

Matthew Otto
Plymouth

Think about our soldiers

Decades have come and gone since the
day that the cornmon warf and woof was
that young men and women became mili-
tary personnel because they were inca-
pable of performing any task in the world
of work. That the enlistees were incapable
and lacked more than ordinary intelli-

_gence was never true, of course, and I can

attest both to the ability and the intelli-
gence of men and women in the military
in the forties. I was there, Charlie.

Today, our very best are in the military.
But to get close to home and in the house,
they are our real heroes. We go through
many-of our days without a thought to
the welfare of our fighting men and
women, snug and smug. But they fight
for our safety and our freedom. Every day.

More of us must become true support-
ers of our military. We can support our
troops by voting "yes" on proposals to
increase spending for military projects
and armament. Maybe we can get the

secularists to "pray" on occasion for our

military's well-being.
' Neil Goodbred
~ Livonia

- Fax:

- E-mail:

Hunting ban not progr‘eés

I am also sorty that this area went the
way of so-called “progress.” As I seeit,
there are at least three problems. First,
people are leaving areas like Detroit to-
get away from that mess. Second, you :
have immigration. Everybody that comes .
over has to live somewhere. Third, you
have the politicians and real estate peo-
ple, who most of the time are one and
the same, and jack up the value of the
property and force people to sell because
of taxes. If you are for any of these things
then your getting what you want. If not,
the attitude of the people has to change,
and I don't see that happening.

Robert Eberts
Westland

Social Security isn't broke

I am concerned that Mr. Bush and his
conservative friends are continuing their -
efforts to destroy the one New Deal pro-
gram which gave the average working
person in this country hope for a little
security in their old age.

There is a lot of talk about fixing Social
Security, but when I checked their Web .
site, it doesn’t look broke. If nothing at
all is done to the system it appears that
benefits can be paid until 2058.

As I figure it, that means an 18-year-
old who contributes to the system can at :
age 62 expect to receive his benefits. .

And, it seems that raising the income cap
for contributions would take care of the
program for an indefinite time.

Of course, I am not an economist, just

. one of those average Joes who benefits

from the program. However, I just don’t
see how allowing an individual {o with-
hold part of his contribution and usea
part of that money to pay a brokerage fee ..
will result in the person having a bigger
payout when he retires. ‘

I think someone is going to make -

" money out of this change, and Idoubtit
‘will be that average working woman who -

earns the money Mr. Bush wants to let
others play with.
They should leave the system alone, or
certainly not let the fox fix the hen house. |
James W. Cook
Westland’

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number -
for verification. We ask that your fetters be 400 -
words or less. We may edit for clarity, ;pace and
content. Y ’
Mail;

Letters to the editor

Canton Observer

794 South Main |

Plymouth, MI 48170

(T34) 450-4224.

kkuban@oe homecomm.net

OUOTABLE

“I'm now satisfied the members of both the House and Senate appropnations commtttees have falled s ... Rather than
feave this very important topic to the appropriation commlttee members, who obvmusly haven't done a ﬁod ]ob I' |

going fo step in and try to find a solution.”
— State Sen. Bruce Patterson, R-Canton, on finding solutions for the financial prob!ems facing the state
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State's ability to compete
rests on higher education

“When | graduated from high school, lots of people felt that
a (high school) diploma was the ticket to a good job with
good pay. Today, that's simply not the case. The economic
future of Michigan’s citizens depends absolutely on gettmg
post-high school education.”

~ Lt. Gov. John Cherry

’s right, of course. And so the big idea to
ome out of Cherry’s Commission on Higher
* Education and Economic Growth, which will
release its final report this week, is that Michigan
should guarantee “universal higher education” for
' all students. ,

The product of six months of
work by a 41-person commis-
sion (full disclosure: I'was one
of 'em), the report is a collection
of ideas on how to achieve Gov.
Jennifer Granholm’s goal of
doubling the number of people
with post-secondary degrees
bzl within 10 years. This comes at a

Phil time when Michigan is losing
high-paying manufacturing
jobs, average wages are drop-
ping and unemployment

S remains stubbornly high.

Some examples of our recommendations:

B Require school districts to adopt “rigor-
ous high school standards,” whether graduates
are headed for college or a vocational career.
The commission also endorsed junking the
MEAP test in favor of the more college—oment-
ed ACT.

.M Create an “emerging economy initiative” by
supporting the Tec]mology Tri-Corridor. We also
récommended creating a “21st century research
fund” that matches dollars invested in any
research that could have commercial applica-
tions, although the report didn’t mention any
specific numbers.

H Encourage a “culture of entrepreneurship” by
offering courses in high school and college in
investing in venture capital opportunities.

# Allow community colleges to offer four-year
baccalaureate degrees in high-demand areas such
as heating and coolmg technology.

The commission’s research concluded that
family incomes are directly linked to post-high
school education. Each year of college brings an
annual increase in earnings, on average, of 10
percent. But the commission also found that
Michigan’s relative standing in per capita person-
al income had fallen sharply. We ranked 20th
among the states in 2001, but from 1969 to 2001
our income dropped nearly 12 percent, 47th
worst.

The commission endorsed the idea that
Michigan’s economy badly needs to make the
transition from “brawn-based” to “brain-based,”

SEVEN
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19-9 o-9

but it found our state woefully unequipped to do
what needs to be done. Fewer than one-quarter
of Michigan adults have a B.A. or higher, far

lower than high-growth states like Massachusetts
and California, where the figure is one-third.
Tragically, while 90 percent of the state’s ninth-
graders say they want to go on to college, only 41
percent enroll directly after leaving high school,
and less than half of those emerge four years later
with a bachelor’s degree.

The underpinnings of the commission’s
report is an emphasis on changing Michigan’s
culture in by promoting a “new compact” that
would provide all children access to higher
education, How that would be paid for is not
clear, although the commission talked about
repackaging existing state and federal aid pro-
grams. I expect Granholm will propose more
details in her State of the State and budget
messages early next year.

All told, the commission’s report points in
exactly the right direction. Michigan must do
everything in its power to “transform itself once
again to be a leader in an era where knowledge is
the key ingredient to economic success”

But there are problems, especially with
money and focus. Michigan has cut state sup-~
port for higher education by more than $200
million in the past two years, and the budget
outlook this year and next is dire. [ don’t
understand how we can endorse the Cherry
Commission’s call for doubling post-secondary
degrees in 10 years at the same time we toler-
ate a state that is dangerously withdrawing
support for our public universities. It just
doesn’t add up.

As to focus, I fear polmcal correctness required
the commission to say nice things about schools,
community colleges and the various universities
around the state. Certainly, each of them has a
role to play in helping us to a brain-based econo-
my. But anybody who knows anything about eco-
nomic development, high-tech growth and entre-
preneurship knows that it is the state’s research
universities — the University of Michigan,
Michigan State University, Wayne State and
Michigan Tech — that are going to play by far the
most important role.

Having the political courage to focus resources
where they will do the most good is always tough.
We've been “eating our seed corn” for the past few
years by cutting appropriations to our best uni-
versities, and 1 hope Granholm and the new
Legislature have the wisdom — and the guts — to
do something about it before it is too late.

Phif Power is the chairman of the board of the company
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your
reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppow-
er@homecomm.net,
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Ceremony lights the way through
fog of pain for grieving families

Memories are the mirrors of my mind, -
reflecting my joy at having foved you.
Memories are the treasures

you have left behind. } }
Thoughts of you keep the iamp of love it
in the recesses of my mind.

" Memories are the miracles of my mind.

~ Eloise Cole

# spent much of the day Saturday sitting on
hard plastic bleacher seats in the gymnasi-
“um at Berkley High School, Watchmg my
son, a l4~year-old freshman, wresthng in the
Berkley Invitational.

1 watched Marcus take
part in the sport I loved
when I was his age, and
pleasant memories came
flooding back. I.spent the
day surrounded by parents
doing the same thing.

Then I spent Sunday
evening surrounded by par-
ents who can't.

“The Livonia chapter of
The Compassionate Friends
held its annual candle-
lighting ceremony Sunday
in Kellogg Park, braving
elements that would have kept most people
indoors. It’ part of an international chil-
dren’s memorial honoring — and, more
importantly, remembering — c]'nldren lost
too young,

The idea is to light candles at 7 p.m. in
every time zone around the world. As the
candles fade in one zone, they're lit in anoth-
er, providing a 24-hour wave of light encir-
cling the globe “in loving memory of all chil-
dren that their light may always shine.”

For a large part of Sunday, it looked like
there was no way Mother Nature was going
to let that happen. It was freezing, It snowed.
It rained.

Then, literally minutes before the event
was to start, the mist that had replaced the
snow stopped altogether. It was still cold, but
candles light in the cold. People can huddle
in the cold. What they needed was the rain to
stop, and it stopped.

. And Gail Lafferty, the group’s treasurer,
doesn’t think it had anything at all to do with
Mother Nature. Lafferty believes in her heart
a higher power took over.

“The kids were definitely taking care of us,”
she said with a smile.

Smiling comes easier now for Lafferty, a
Livonia resident who lost her son, Max, at the age
of 18 when he died in a car accident the day after
Christmas in 1995, This annual rite is one of the
things that helps her get through the holidays, a
season that might otherwise be lost to her.

Brad -
.. Nadrich

here, siblings are here. It’s a real connection.” .

“This is always a difficult time for us,”
Lafferty said. “This helps us get through the
holidays. The most important thing it does is
give us a connection to other people. It brings *
back wonderful memories. Our families are

»

The causes of loss are all different — from
car accidents.to drug overdose, from cancer °
to suicide — but the sense of loss is the same.
The memorial features the singing of songs
and the reading of inspirational poems.

The tears flow from the first minute to the
last, from the eldest eyes to the youngest.
Grieving parents, grandparents, brothers, sis-
ters and friends all gathered to cry, to laugh
— but mostly to remember. '

Jessica Linto of Westland lost her older
brother when she was 14. He was 18 at the
time, and he died in a car accident. It was
hard at first but, as it does for so many oth-
ers, it gets easier. Maybe not easier; the pain
is always there and it's always deep. B

It's dealing with the pain that has gotten eas-

ier, or at least bearable, for Linto, now22 and

able to smile when she remembers her brother: ;

She can talk about him, with family, with. -~ -

friends. It's perhaps the biggest lesson she’s

learned in the eight years since his passing,
“Your friends want to talk to you, but they

don’t know what to say, or how to say it,” Linto"

said. “I've come to the conclusion it’s better to -

talk about him. It definitely helps me”
Nancy Glumb of Canton hasnt gotten to
that stage yet. She’s lost two children: a son
four years ago, her daughter Tabitha Allen
just over-a year ago.
The tears started falhng for Glumb who -
attended Sunday’s ceremony with 'Ihbltha S

~ two young children, as soon ds the first poem

was being read.

“It’s like closure, a moment for me to remem- | :

ber my children,” Glumb said. “I feel like I'm
with other people feeling the same things”

That’s the incredible part of this annual rit-

ual, this yearly group hug that gets hundreds
of people through one more holiday season.
It’s a difficult pain to imagine if you haven’t
gone through it, an impossible pain to man-

age if you have, a seemingly unbearable bur- 3

den if you're just starting to go through it.

But the candle-lighting ceremony helps. -
“People feel good being here, although

they're very sad, especially the newly

bereaved,” said Lafferty, the Livonia woman

who is getting through her ninth hohday sea- .

son. “It’s a special nlght

Which might explain why the rain stopped

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the Plymouth
Observer. He can be reached via e-mail at
bkadrich@®oe.homecomm.net or by phone at (734) 459-
2700.

In the spirit of the Holidays, lend a
helping hand by making a gift purchase to
help one of the organizations helow.

THE aMN@

Great Holiday Gift Ideas!

At Laure! Park Place located across from Von Maur.

Located in Livonia at Six Mile and Newburgh Roads  734-462-1100

OE0B282678

Call (866) 881

 to subscribe
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ALEX LUNDBERG
" STAFF WRITER

The top political leaders in

Southeast Michigan govern-
ment took a weeklong trip to
two countries in the Persian
Gulf last week to learn more
about the region and, it’s
hoped, encourage them to
invest in the tri-county area.
.- Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano went to the
United Arab Emirates and
Qatar with Oakland County
Executive L. Brooks
Patterson and Macomb
County Chairwoman Nancy
White. The junket was part
trade mission and part cul-
tural exchange. The tab for

-

Ficano Patterson

the event was paid for by the
Arab-American Chamber of
Commerce.

For Ficano, the trip was all
about letting an aggressively
capitalist country know what
Southeast Michigan had to
offer.

“Emirate Airlines, which
services the gulf states, is
attracted to Metro Airport
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and Willow Run,” he said.

“They’re looking to capitalize .

on Canadian as well as
American business.”

The countries are also
interested in doing business
in a place that’s respectful of
business. Qatar, for example,
invests $7 billion a year out-
side its borders, they'd like to
keep the proceeds from that
investment.

“The United States is a
good place for research and
development,” Ficano said.
“China and other countries
like it don’t respect patents
the way we do here”

He said the most important
aspect of the trip was to
entice business back to the

U.S. In the past three years,
foreign development money
dropped more than 90 per-
cent from $300 billion to just
$29 billion today.

Patterson said the trip to
Dubai in the UAE was
incredibly enlightening,

“Take Las Vegas, New
York and the French
Riviera and roll them togeth-
er and you still won’t have
what you have in Dubai,” he
said.

“That and there’s no taxes
at ail”

He said the city is doing
everything it can to cater to
European travelers, going as
far as incorporating five ski
hills inside a 6 million-
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rea leaders travel to Middle East to promote business

between the two cultures.
“It was an extremely suc-
cessful trip,” he said. ,
“I am personally very con-

square-foot shopping mall.

Patterson got a lot out of
the city’s use of the Internet
for e-government.

“They’re very forward tent with the responses we
thinking and progressive,” he  got on both ends. The feed-
said. back has been very promis-

He said the UAE'’s neigh- ing.”

bor, Qatar, is a promising
market for developers. He
said that country is planning
a huge building program -
with a goal of putting up 200
high-rise buildings in the
next two years.

Arab American Chamber of
Commerce Chairman Ahmad
Chebbani said the trip was
exactly what the chamber is
about: Promoting under-
standing and commerce

The trip was important,
Chebbani said, because per-
ceptions need to changeon

"both sides. ' :

He said many gulf state
businessmen feel they are not
welcome in the U.S. Whether.
or not that perception is true,
it means they will be more
likely to take their business,
and money, elsewhere.

“We've got a lot of work to -
do,” Chebbani said. ‘
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customer cash due at signing.
Includes security deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, titie
and license fee. Customer cash due at signing is net of all
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Chimney sweeps bring safety
as well as good luck to home

BY MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

It’s comfortable and
comforting to have a fire
in the fireplace. But it’s
something that calls for
responsibility as well.

Your thoughts of chim-
ney sweeps might involve
characters in Dickensian
garb singing and dancing
on rooftops. Legend says
that a chimney sweep
brings good luck.

Legends and images of

sweeps aside, keeping
the chimney clean —
removing creosote and
soot deposits — is essen-
tial.

“It's very important,”
said Marie Gilreath of
the High Hat Chimney
Sweep Co. of Plymouth.
“If you burn at least one
or two fires every week
during the fall and win-
ter, it should be cleaned
once a year.”

PLEASE SEE CHIMNEY, B2

——— MARKET PLACE— :

Submissions

Do you have a
special item you'd
fike to showcase:in
Marketplace on the
front of At Home?
We'd like to feature
it!

Send a photo or slide
of the piece, along
with information, to:
Ken Abramczyk; At
Home editor, -
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150,

o * Section B

ASK DAD - Get the grout out. 2 Thursday, Decenber 16, 2004

0

GARDEN SPOT - Take a look at books. 3 Ken Abramczyk, editor
(734) 953-2107 -

Fax (734) 5917279

kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.net

‘?ﬁ”&?@i ' box retails for $54.
A division of idlewild, Inc.;
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- ates simple-to-use Web

Feather Your sites that harness the fat- ||

Nest Antiques,

10970 Ford,

two mifes west

of Beck in been one of metro

Superior Detroit's leading gift and

Township, car- stationery retatlers for
ries this “vin- over thirty years and is

-

i
.
3
A
¢

Bromeliad care

To help purchasers of -
brometiads better under-
stand and care for these

_exotic but hardy piants,

W

- the Iarq‘est grower of
‘bromeliads in the Umted
States, is offering a free -
color care booklet with
each plant shlpped to the

ﬁ‘w.knw .
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for additional information.?
For information, calf  '#
(760) 758-2396.

Web sites offered
- SitesOfOurOwn.com
allows families to stay in
touch.
SitesOfOurOwn.com
offers templates, automat--
ic photo resizing and image
optimization. The site lets

LR B R S

3

" Homeowners ne
- first tool box to ass

with minor repalrs, those with limited comput-
whether it is small er knowledge construct a
i Web site and conduct
updates in a matter of min-,
utes. .

New babies, bar/bat -
mitzvahs, photo albums -
and weddings are justa
few of the themes .
SitesOfOurOwn.com offer§.'

Each site can also be cus- 1’
tomized with options like -, 5,
guest books, visitor polls, i
qift registries, online
RSVPs and e-mall.

SitesOfCurOwn.com is a:
new concept in user-frien
ly “slice-of-life” photo wel
sites based in Frankiin,
Stationery and invitation
retailer Lee's Speciaity of .
Bloomfield Township will
serve as local distributor.

Customers can consult
with Lee's associates to
learn about establishing ~
SitesOfQurOwn.com Web -
sites. Individualscan ~  ©

- receive assistance with ini#-
tiat setup and site postlnqs.

Personal web sites can -

be immediately created,
and, the custom web g
address can be printed on
announcement and event
invitations. Additionally,
Lee's Specialty wili be
offering linen
SitesOfOurOwn.com gift.
boxes avaifable in a variety!
of cofors, complete with
qift certificate and easy toy
use start-up information.

A one-year do-it-yoursel
subscription to ‘
SitesOfOurOwn.com start
at just $39.95, while a do-
It-yourself one-year sub-
scription and photo gift

k]
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tage” luggage, located at 4076 W. Maple '

which is made ; : S Road in Bioomfield

from naturai Township.

fiber: cocoa shells. The pieces mix well with real vintage luggage. Each also For further information
makes a nice case for your CDs or an interesting handbag, and the largest visit

size would be a great briefcase or overnighter. Prices range from $45.95 to www.sitesofourown.com,
$69.95, or contact Lee's Speclalty

at (248) 646-6700.

Call (734) 481-2400 or visit www.FeatherYourNestAntiques.com.

e ot o e .



mailto:kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.FeatherYourNestAntiques.com
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Don't let grout turn
you into Grinch

everal weeks ago I received an
e-mail from Andrea W. ask-
“¥ing about grout replacement.
Her problem was that the
grout in her bathrooms was dis-
" integrating, She also, in her
words, graduated from the
“School-for-the-Méchanically-
Challenged” and didn’t believe
she could complete the project
herself. Disintegrating grout can
be easy, or a challenge, depend-
ing on why it is disintegrating.
The problem may be the
grout itself breaking down, or
perhaps you just want a fresh
look. You can remove the grout
with a variety of tools, such as a
utility knife, awl, screwdriver
or can opener, but the best tool
is a grout-removing tool, some-~
times called a grout rake or
grout saw. These can be found
at just about any home
improvement or tile store.

The work is pretty labor
intensive and messy. The old
grout will get all over the floor.
To further compound the prob-
lem, there will be a consider-
able amount of dust in the air.

Before removing the grout,
you should try to completely
seal the room the best you can,
including the warm and cold
air registers. After you remove
the old grout, vacuum the grout
lines and surrounding area,
then wipe them with water.

Apply new grout with a grout
float ~ available where tile sup-
plies are sold ~ to work the
grout into the lines. Wipe the
excess grout away with a damp
sponge, then polish the pow-
dery haze with a dry cloth after
the grout is thoroughly dry (or
after about 24 hours).

You can choose to use pre-
mixed grout or powder.
Premixed grout is easier to use,
but the powder is less expen-
sive and gives you greater color
selection. If you use powdered
grout, I suggest mixing it with
a polymer (latex) additive,

2 Flexsteel.

L America’s Semng Specialist
" At the touch of a button, a powerful

motor helps occupants.

Recline or exit from this Flexsteel

Recliner,

Designed for a living room not a
hospital.

...give a new

FURNITURE, INC.

Open Daily 9:30-6; Thurs.

meamng to the
term “easy chair.”

Starting at 689°%

Some styles in-stock for
immediate delivery

'584 W. Ann Arbor Trail » Plymouth o (734) 453-4700

according to
directions. |
Avoid getting

438 hours,
depending on
the humidity.
After 48 hours,
apply silicon-

. based sealer to
the grout and
let dry as
directed.

Tile grout is
porous and
consequently allows moisture
to pass through it.

Unfortunately, in newer con-

struction, too often tileis ~

placed on moisture-resistant
drywall (called greenboard) or
worse yet, regular drywall,

rather than cementboard (a

stronger substrate for tile). In

the case of greenboard or dry-
wall, there is a life expectancy
of about 10 years or less.

If failing substrate is causing
the tile/grout problems in your
home, it will probably be best
to call on a professional to do
the replacement. Grout
replacement is not difficult
even for those who graduated
from the “School-for-the-
Mechanically-Challenged” and
can save you money by doing it
yourself.

For more information, visit
your local library or try these
sites: http://wwwyournew-
house.com/Departments/TVSh
ow/seg_tscript.asp?ts_id=6475
&text_type=S&text_page=1&m
sessid=4G5SH6GRILLVSKP57
B736U3NK4A1FSWD or
http://www.ehow.com/how_24
21_re-grout-reseal.html

Ask
Dad

Harryb

Harry Jachym is a Plymouth resident.
Send ary questions or comments to
Jachym at askdad@® comcast.net or in
care of Ken Abramczyk, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham 48009.

BONUS.

OEOS271436

& Fri. ‘til 9; Sat. ‘til 5:30

N

> 4 &? Toras CCR™
47 21740 FGRD ROAD % . Toroo GER" Lyt d
=il 3% hlacks west of Inkster Bd. P";ge"'te - * 100 OV enginswi
- ine with 16" gari
%‘%% H GARDEN CITY [c‘:ea:r?ne; &I:Tjil:wd o » Throws :p Ito 40 ﬂﬁo \
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;. Phone: 734-422-2750 s S S,
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NO PAYMENT-NO INTEREST

UNTIL JULY 1, 2006
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TOOLS

FROM PAGE B

homeowners, he says.

“A lot depends on whether
they are building things,”
Becker said. “You are now see-
ing cordless saw kits and drill
kits. These sets are relatively
inexpensive. Those are proba-
bly the most useful things for
your readers.” .

Socket sets ranging from
quarter-inch to half-inch help
with small engine repair, and
retractable utility knives assist
on a variety of house projects,
whether marking drywall or
wood, or cutting small wires.

MORE POWER

Power tools are a necessity
for the serious home remodel-
er. Wright said his circular saw
is probably the most important
power tool, followed by the '
saber saw, palm sander and
belt sander.

“A Sawzall (reciprocating
saw) is great for any demoli-
tion work,” Wright said. That
tool cuts through walls for easy
removal.

“A cordless drill is something
you can't live without, but
you'll still need the electric
drill,” Wright said. “Cordless
drill-drivers are great for dry-
wall, while the electric drills
work on concrete.”

Becker says screw guns,
cordless drill and cordless saw
kits and reciprocating saws are
important for the handy home-
owner who may want to under-
take a project or two.

The jigsaw is another tool
used by Kalem for wood proj-
ects, namely step stools and
wooden boxes for birds.

TOOL IDEAS

Here is a list of tool ideas
for the holidays.

First-time home owner
Screwdriver set
Hammer with claw

ch set:
Pliets (regular and
needlenose)
_ Vice grips

~ Channel-lock pliers
Socket set
Drilf and dril! bits
Circular saw
Wire cutters
Retractable utility knife
Circular saw
Jigsaw

- For the serious remodeler
Drill driver and drili driver
hammer driil: Acts as a power
screwdriver and drill. Hammer

drill atlows user to drill into
concrete,
Compound miter saw
Table saw
Bandsaw
Nailgun

For the tool junkie who has
everything

Laser fevel

Sliding compound miter saw
with laser

Digital protractor

Reciprocating saw

For woodworkers
Planer
Router

Kalem recently expanded his
Livonia home. For major home
renovations, Kalem recom-
mends the following power

tools in a tool kit: a7 1/4 -inch
circular saw, finish nailer, brad

‘nailer, framing nailer, screw

gun and roofing nailer.
Builders use finish nailers
for doing trim, casings, base
and crown molding, while brad
nailers help on thin materials
that may split, such as shoe
molding. Framing nailers, well,
frame studs to create walls and
help out in hard-to-reach
angles, Screw guns help in

- hanging drywall.

Altogether, those tools can
cost in the range of $1,000-
$1,300, Kalem estimates.

Drill drivers and drill driver
hammer drills are critical tools
for the serious home remodel-
er. “Most of these have built-in
adjustable clutches, and the
hammer drill can drill into
concrete,” Kalem said.

GOING LASER

Lasers are the new tethnolo-

gy in the tool chest. They may
be on many a builder’s
Christmas list, too.

For builders who have every-
thing, the digital protractor
may fit the bill for those diffi-
cult miter cuts and angles
“When they operate it, it gives
them a precise angle,” Kalem
said.

One Bosch unit has an
Anglefinder and a Compound
Cut Calculator to give the exact
miter and bevel settings to
make each cut of crown mold-
ing more precise.

“We are finding line lasers
are real popular,” Kalem said.
“You want to track a pomt on
the wall, then shoot it over
there (on an adjacent wall). It's
great for chair rail molding

! and wainscoting when you
“need to get from Point A to -

Point B.”

Lasers are entering the
world of compound miter
saws, too. “You're seeing more
with the laser-guided miter
saws, and these are more and
more popular,” Kalem said. “It
gives you better precision.”
While the builder’s mantra
“measure twice, cut once” may
never reach obsolescence, the
laser helps with accuracy of the
cut itself.

Wright likes the new laser

-levels, which can be used to

mark for borders, moldings or

drop ceilings. “That’s where a

laser level really helps,” he said.
A beli sander and finishing

sanders assist floor installersin -
‘sanding hardwood floors.

Finishing sanders are used
around the edges. “They need a
better finish,” Kalem said.
Screw guns need electricity,
but they make drywall quick
work. -
“They are much faster at up

. to 4,000 rpm, as a drill driver

is about 1,800 rpm,” Kalem
said.

For the heavy duty demoli-
tion, reciprocating saws make
quick work of destruction to
remove walls,

“H you really want to tear
out a room, that’s what you
would use,” Kalem said. -

Routers aren’t always
required for every project, but
for the serious woodworker,
they help in making cabinets
and doors. Marsh offers three
lines of router bits from Freud,
CMT and Bosch.

Wright said customers often
stop in his store “right when
they’re in the middle of a proj-
ect. They need something right
then and there.

“They are on a mission.”

kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 901-2107

CHIMNEY

FROM PAGE B1

“If you burn a cord of wood,
you should probably have your
chimney cleaned,” said Nyla -
Bendixen of Ben & Sons
Chimney Service of Rochester
Hills, “Most importantly, if you

... just bought a house that's 30
years old and has a fireplace,
for heaven’s sake, have it

cleaned before you use it.”

In the combustion process of
wood burning, solid materials
are produced that build up in
the chimney and are highly
combustible. Cleaning the
chimney involves loosening
and removing the material.

“Most times wood-burning
fireplaces should be looked at
after burning two to three face
cords of wood,” said Neal
Bartholomew of Neb’s
Chimney Service Inc. of
Rochester, who has been in the

LOWEST
PRICE!

lonFacto'ry Direct i i
» Costs Much Less Than '
feplacing
e Available in Solid Oak,
Maple & Cherry
¢ References in Your
Neighborhood
» FREE ESTIMATES
28 cabinet clinic
The Leader in Cabinet Refacing
West 734-421-8151
North-East 586-751-1848

www.cabinetclinic.com
OEQ0B82788953

» Handle folds
. down for
compact

storage

plows through desp, 1
compacted snow
» Serrated augers
attack the
B toughest snow
« Elsctric start is
¥ standard

Toree CCR™ 7
. 3650 GTS® F
s+ Exclusive 6.5 HP R~tek%
% ongine

"« Throws up to 351t. “%‘&
Patanted Power Curve®
rotor system cleans *
downtothe @
g pavemept §

5 year

starting

business almost 30 years. (A

‘face cord measures about 2 by

4 by 8 feet, he said.) “Gas fire-
places should be checked peri-
odically, every five years.”

Cleaning will prevent chim-
ney fires and improve the draft
as well, according to the
Michigan State University
Extension bulletin, The
Creosote Problem.

Creosote can be seen if you
open the damper plate and
look up into your chimney.

Second-degree creosote
appears gray-black and fuzzy;
third-degree creosote looks
hard, black and shiny, said
Gilreath, whose husband, Ray,
will have been in the chimney
cleaning business 22 years next
month,

Another indication that your
chimney requires cleaning is if
you notice a heavy sooty smell
in the room with the fireplace
on a rainy day, Bendixen said.

The smoke chamber area,
the ledge above the damper
plate, and the space between

QE08276342

LIVONIA
v

*, Huge Assortment Seiect /

|~ CHRISTMAS %
|/ DECORATIONS (y
. 25-60%

Q
.Ornaments * Lights « Gifts .
TreeStands'mgunnesW
: Skirts/Stockmgs‘More :

7

734-453-5500

www.plymouthnursery.net
HOURS: Mon-Sat 9-6 + Sun 11-5
OFFERS EXPIRE 12/22/04

0E08275581

must be cleaned, Gilreath said.

A chimney sweep can
inspect your chimney for
cracks and deterioration. Some
can do the repair work as well.

Vacuums and other modern
tools are used, as well as
brushes.

Gilreath, for example, uses
the August West vacuum sys-
tem, a high-speed dust collec-
tor. Some companies use cam-
eras to view the m51de of the
chimney.

The cleaning process
involves laying down sheets
and tarps, to catch the debris
and protect furniture and car-
pets. Bartholomew also places
runners from the fireplace to
the door. He leaves his vacuum
outside, and runs a hose from
it into the house.

Prices vary. Bartholomew
charges around $75, Ben &

Sons $69, Ray,Gilreath $85t0

$150.
Fall and spring — when peo-
ple are starting to use their

fireplaces more, or to use them
less — are the busiest times for
chimney cleaning,

. Bartholomew said.

When hiring a chimney
sweep, ask what is involved in
the cleaning procedure and
whether the sweep is insured,
Gilreath and Bendixen said.

“Find out how long they've
been in the business and what
training they've had,”
Bartholomew said.

mkiemic@oe.homecomm.net | (248) 901-2569
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25% OFF
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. 40-75% OFF
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ive the gift of gardening books

re you still looking for a
gift for a special person?
Garden books are ideal
gifts and they can be a source
of great pleasure — and antici-
pation - of what to doin the

. garden for the
i coming season.
Here are

| some recom-
mendations:

Beyond the
Garden, by
Ellen Spector
- Platt ($19.95,
_Fulerum) is
suitable for
beginners as
well as “sea-
soned” floral designers.

‘Platt has written another
winner with her ninth flower
book, enhanced by the lovely
photography of Alan Detrick.
Whether using dried or fresh
flowers, Platt’s designs are
innovative, from a single rose
in a vase to a lush arrange-
ment,

Pratt explains how to pre-
pare the flowers for long-last-
ing beauty, and gives “recipes”
and practical tips for many of
the creations. She writes,
“...you may start by trying to
copy my ideas and then find
you like your variation a lot
better. Terrific!” This book will
be a constant resource of won-
derful ideas for whomever you
“gift” it to. .

The Jewel Box Garden by
Thomas Hobbs ($34.95,
Timber Press) is the perfect
book to keep nearby as you
study and enjoy the 160 mar-
velous photographs of David
McDonald. I predict that you
will especially appreciate the
beauty of the flowers and foliage
when seen through the camera’s
lens. Hobbs gives a short
description of each garden as he
shares why they work.

Hobbs encourages gardeners
to tap into their creativity and
put their heart and soul into cre-
ating oases of beauty - intimate
spaces where they can escape
the pressures of modern life.
The recipient will thank vou
many times for this treasure.

Garden
Spot

Marty
Figley

sy
2

FLAVOR AND FRAGRA
Lasagna Gardening with

Herbs by Patricia Lanza

($15.95, Rodale) teaches gar-

deners how to enjoy flavor, fra-

grance and beauty with no dig-
ging, tilling or weeding. Sound
too good to be true? Well,

Lanza has proved this can hap-

pen if you follow her direc~
tions.

This practical approach to
lasagna gardening includes a
chart of the materials to use,
where to find them, how to use
them and Lanza’s comments.
Each herb is given center stage
as it is described by the author
who shares personal experi-
ences with each one. Written in
a friendly, “T’ll- help-you” man-~
ner, you'll find ways touse the
herbs in recipes, wreaths, teas
and edible flowers. The book
may even encourage someone
to start an herb garden next
year. .

Two books by Brooklyn
Botanic Garden would make
lovely hostess gifts this season.
Designing an Herb Garden
(Beth Hanson, editor) includes
the history of herb garden
design and features several
types of such gardens. The
information is complete with
guest writers sharing their
expertise. Whether your gar-
den area is shady or sunny,
there’s a plan here for you.

The Butterfly Gardener’s
Guide (Claire Hagen Dole, edi-
tor) begins with descriptions
and photos of the various but- .
terfly families.

The guide includes informa-
tion about migration and how
to encourage caterpillars to
find a home in your garden,
how to create a butterfly gar-
den and how to enjoy these
lovelies in their natural habi-
tats.

The booklet is broken down
into sections of the country
e specifie butterflic. ean
3¢ fou nu (Each booklet is

58835

To order call (718) 623-7286,
or purchase BBG books from
BBG’s online store:
www.bbg.org/gardengiftshop.

Ay

Proper
horticultural
information
will make a
successful
garden.

Ask about joining BBG so you
won't miss a single issue.

DISCOVER PLANTS

A very special book, Plant
Discoveries, A Botanist’s Voyage
Through-Plant Exploration by
Sandra Knapp, (Firefly Books,
$60) will keep readers occu-
pied for many hours.

Plants have played a large
part in peoplé’s lives for cen-
turies and their history is the
story of the advancement of
science as well as the story of
adventure and human achieve-
ment. The book captures the
excitement and wonder of sci-
entists and explorers pushing
back the frontiers of knowl-
edge. Knapp says, “...the book
is a voyage through the history
of my science - taxonomy —
using plant paintings made
over the centuries as the vehi-
cle. These images are the tip of
the iceberg that are the art col-
lections of the Natural History
Museum.” .

Encyclopedia of Garden
Plants by Frances Tenenbaum
(Houghton Mifflin, $45) pro-
vides excellent information
about trees, shrubs, roses,
perennials, annuals, bulbs and
ground covers. The book focus-
es exclusively on garden plants
of North America and provides
all the information for grow-
ing, propagating and main-
taining the best species for
every sort of garden, climate
and growing condition. This
would be a most welcome
addition to any library and I
predict it will become a
favorite.

GOOD GARDEN TIP: As the
flower buds of vour amaryllis
l'/'ll(.’(l'!'ll, nsy twenyers te rermone
the pollen-bearing anthers
before tiiey begin to shed. This
adds days to the flowering
period.

Marty Figley is an advanced master

FREE Sink Base
with any purchase of

10 cahinets or more
(a value of up to $350!)
-Extended for limited time only.

Baking is a
When do you start bakmg for the
holidays? What do you bake and
how much baking do you do? | have
partlclpated in cookie exchanges

1 and have been
disappointed
with the cookies
| have brought
home. How do
you produce a .
deliclous cookie?

Baking can
be one of the
most special
parts of our
holiday prepa-
rations.
Besides the
shopping,
addressing
cards, decorating, and enter-
taining, we want to fill our
home with the smell of baking
cookies. Baking is usually one,
of our final preparations. We
could always purchase pre-
packaged goodies, but those
are no real substitutes for
homemade treats.

Preparation for next year can
start Jan. 2. Gather up the
newspapers and magazines that
have accumulated over the holi-
days and begin looking for holi-
day recipes to add to your recipe
file. Keep them together in one
location. This will help you
avoid searching through hun-
dreds of recipes later. Continue
to add new cookie recipes to
your collection throughout the
year. Call friends or relatives
and ask for their favorite recipe.
Carry index cards in your purse
and use the time in the doctor’s
waiting room to look through
magazines for cookie recipes.

Look for sales on baking
goods and stock up well in
advance. You will save money
and have ingredients available
if you unexpectedly get the

Domestic-
Planner -

Diana
Koenig .

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, December 16, 2004

big part of the holi

opportunity to bake because a
meeting is canceled or a snow-
storm hits. Put nuts and choco-
late chips in the freezer. Candy
toppingsand sugar can be
stored for a long period of time
on the shelf in tightly closed
containers, Flour will last
longer in the refrigerator.

Depending on your schedule,
you may need to prepare cook-
ies ahead of time. They will
stay fresh if you freeze them or
store them in a cool place. 1
spend the month of December °
baking; not every day, but cer-
tainly often.

It is important to schedule
baking times. If you double or
triple the cookie batch be sure to
measure the ingredients careful-
Iy, because you have also dou-
bled or tripled the number-of
cookies that will not be up to
snuff if you make a mistake.
Minimize the kitchen mess by
cleaning up as you work. Divide
your kitchen into stations. Set
up an area for mixing, putting
cookies on baking sheets,
removing from baking sheet and
putting into storage containers.

If you have more cookies
than cooling racks; use an old
tablecloth for cooling. To save
time and minimize the mess on
baking day, you may want to
mix the batter the day before,
You can spend one session mix-
ing and another session baking,

Cookie baking is a great
opportunity to spend time with
your children. Children enjoy
helping with the preparations
and tasting the end results.
Younger children can help by
pouring in measured ingredi-
ents, putting on 'candy sprin-
kles and placing cookies in
storage containers. Older chil-
dren can measure ingredients,
put cookies on baking sheets

GOOD COOKIE TIPS

" containers. Make sure cookies *

“types of cookies to your reper-

.include the basics that you

"Purchase or collect tins of dif-"

and remove them.

B Never overbake. Remove

cookies from the oven a minute .
.or two before you have been

instructed to.
B Store cookies in air tlght

.
)

13

are completely cool before you _f
put them in containers. To- = .
insure freshness, avoid opening
the container often. Keep a -
separate container for your
family’s use and fill it with
their favorites.

B Make small cookies. Your
cookie supply will last longer. ~*
People tend to count the num-~¥
ber of cookies they eat, giving :
little thought to the size. o

® You should add a few neWm .

YUIEE
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toire each year, but always

know everyone will enjoy.

B Make enough different
kinds of cookies that a cookie
tray would look festive and .
inviting. Use candy sprinkles
and food coloring for some of
your cookies to add color to
your display. :

B Use a wooden spoon to mix’
cookie batter instead of a mlxer, )

Finally, bake more cookies
than your family can eat.

ferent sizes to fill with baked,
cookies to give to neighbors
and friends. A baked gift often
expresses appreciation far bet-
ter than a_more expensive pur- .
chased gift. H
Today's Refrigerator Butletin:
“Mizx, bake and indulge!”

Send your questions and success ;
stories to Diana Keenig's e-maif at s
dianakoenig@hotmail.com or
www.domesticplanner.com.

costs $35.99.

. . B

Seasonal centerpieces - |-
from Christmas trees to Hanukkah centerpieces, Thrifty 17
Florists - with stores throughout the Detroit area - offers
a wide variety of decorations for the season.
These centerpieces are two examples,
Winter Sleigh Ride features a sleigh basket filled with
assorted fresh evergreens, carnations, chrysanthemums,
natural pine cones and decorations. It is 13 inches tall and
costs $34.99. Winter Glow Hurricane has an arrangement
designed with fresh evergreens, carnations, chrysanthe- 5

mums, pine cones and decorations, a candle taper and an
old-fashioned glass hurricane jar. it is 12 inches tall and
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Granite Countertops
w> [ owest Advertised
Price in the

Tri-County Area

Granite 3cm thick!

$38.95
$38.95
$38.95
$38.95
$38.95
$42.95
$42.95
$42.95
$45.95
$45.95
$45.95

$4995 SF

Amarelio Gold
Rosa Beta
Luna Peari
Topazio Ouro
Verde Tunas
Black Peari

S. Cecilia D.
Verde Butterfly
Baltic Brown
Gold Butterfly
White Butterfly
Black impala

All prices include instaliation, full bulinose or
v straight polished edge 20 s/f minimum
R Machine finished edges only (while supplies last)

Close Out Tlle

Res. %2, 993,99 s/f
Now as lowas *1.69 s/t

42 styles available -

~quanfities limited,
hurry-in for the
_be'st,,. selecf_ion! :

Huge Discounts
onallin,
- stock granite
and marble nies

5

ilkstone

colors to choose fror

Undermount Stamle
Steel Smks 18 Gau ;

&

Ceramic Tile Sales Inc
Marbie & Granite Shop

Southfield
23455 Telegraph Rd.
(248) 356-6430

Installation includes Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb Counties.
Others at additional cost. Offer not valid with any other discount.
All prewous orders excluded. Subject to stock on hand.

Farmington Hills
24301 Indoplex Circie -
(248) 426-0093

Visit one of our Showrooms!

Southfield/Farminaton Hills Hours: M-T-Th 8:30-5: 00
W-F 8:30-8:00; Sat 9:00-5:00

OEQC82821 72 .

 SHOP HERE LAST, WE WILL BE YOUR BEST DEAL! &
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http://www.bbg.org/gardengiftshop
mailto:dianakoenig@hotmail.com
http://www.domesticplanner.com




