
Your h o m e t o w n newspape r 
se rv ing Can ton fo r 30 years 

PINK-ify your holiday 
g i f ts wi th cooi paper 
and bows 

State Rep. Phil LaJoy, R-
Canton, is hosting office 
hours Monday, Dec. 13, at 
Van Buren Township Hall. 
He wil l be there 3 :30-5 
p.m. t o answer questions 
f r o m local residents. 

LaJoy will also discuss 
current legislative issues. 

Call (866) 525-6921. 

Winter help 
Plato's Coney Island 

( 4 2 4 0 5 Ford) is accepting 
donations of "gent ly 
used" blankets, coats and 
other winter clothing for 
needy families this holiday 
season. It will d istr ibute 
whatever is collected to 
famil ies in Detroit , in con-
junc t ion with the Detroit 
Police Department. 

Drop off donations in the 
box at the back of the 
restaurant through 
Christmas day. Both chil-
dren and adult sizes wil l 
be accepted. jTftere is also 
a dropof f box at Plato's 
Farmington location 
(35227 Grand River): 

/Cal l (734) 981-7301. 

Last Sunday's "Our Kids 
Can't Wait'^-Fair Funding 
for Schools" story should 
have indicated tha t the 
$110-$120 pe r s t u d e n t * 
c o s t f o r r e t i r e m e n t is t h e 
increase in the payment 
s c h o o l districts must 
make in 2 0 0 4 - 0 5 . 

L a s t year, t h e d i s t r i c t s ' 
c o n t r i b u t i o n was 12.99 
percent of teachers' actu-
al wages. It jumped to 
14.87 percent this year. 
For example, for a teacher 
earning $60 ,000, the 
ret i rement cost would 
have been $7,794 in 
2 0 0 3 - 0 4 . This year's cost 
would be $8,999. 

The PCEP Choirs will 
present the annual 
Holiday Concert 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Gloria 
Logan Auditor ium at 
Salem High School. 
T ickets will be sold a t the 
door for $3 per person or 
$ 5 per family. 
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Melting m o m e n t s 
Share fondue with a group, or 

your special someone, at The 
Melting Pot. 
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Sentencing set in drowning case 
Mother pleads 'no contest' 

son 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

Jennifer Ann Avery, who was 
arraigned in 35th District Court in 
October 2003 in connection with the 
drowning death of her 11-month-old son, 
Bryan, entered a plea of no-contest on 
Friday in Wayne County Third Circuit 
Court to a charge of second-degree mur-
der. 

A sentencing hearing is scheduled for 

Jan. 25. Avery was arrested after making 
a 9-1-1 call to Canton police in October 
2003 and telling them that her son had 
slipped in the bathtub and was not 
breathing. After police and paramedics 
arrived, Bryan was transported to 
Oakwood Annapolis Hospital in Wayne, 
where he was pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

At her arraignment in district court, 
Canton Detective Chad Baugh testified 
Avery confessed to drowning her son. 

Avery 

"During an interview, 
the defendant confessed 
that there was a good 
person and a bad person 
inside her," Baugh testi-
fied. "She said the bad 
person told her to hold 
her son under water 
until he stopped breath-
ing." 

Her father said at the 
time that Avery had a history of mental 
health problems. 

In November 2003, her preliminary 
exam was delayed when her court-
appointed attorney asked for a compe-
tency exam. Judge Ron Lowe ordered 
the matter turned over to the Ypsilanti 
Forensics Center for Avery to be evaluat-
ed as to whether she was competent to jgi3dden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700/ 

stand trial. 
In December of that year, she was 

remanded to the center after a psychi-
atric exam determined she was incom-
petent to stand trial. 

In March 2004, the forensics center 
determined her competent for trial but 
her attorney got another delay when he . 
asked the court that he be allowed to 
conduct an independent competency 
exam. In May of this year, she was bound 
over to Circuit Court after two different 
examiners found her competent to stand 
trial. 

She was originally charged with one 
count of murder in the first degree, one 
count of felony murder and one count of 
first-degree child abuse. 

know-how 
er gave up soccer 

glory for life among gems 

Syrian President Adib 
Chichakly pinned a medal on 
Karjian's uniform after a soc-
cer game in 1953. 

BY KURT K U B A N 

STAFF WRITER 

Looking at Manuel 
Karjian, crouched over an 
old wooden workbench in 
the corner of Ros /s 
Jewelry Creations in 
Canton, you would never 
know the 75-year-old was 
once considered the equiv-
alent of Michael Jordan 
on a soccer field in his 
native Syria. 

For two decades, 
Karjian, who now resides 
in Livonia, captained 
national soccer teams in 
Syria and Lebanon. 
During his distinguished 
career, his talent took him 

J e w e l e r Manuel Kar j ian of Livonia works on s e t t i n g a s tone at R 
has been in t he j e w e l r y business for near ly 6 0 years. 

all over the globe, where he played in numerous 
World Cup matches. He received medals from 
national presidents, and even got the chance to meet 
T.E. Lawrence (a.k.a. Lawrence of Arabia). 

In his playing days, Karjian was known as a strong, 
flashy player, who could improvise fantastic plays on 
the field. A far cry from his persona now. As the mas-
ter setter and jeweler at Rosy's, a store he has operat-

T O M HAVVIEY | S T A F F P H O T O G R A P H E R 

's J e w e l r y Crea t ions in Canton. The f o r m e r Syrian soccer s ta r 

ed with his daughter. Rosy Yeremian, and other fam-
ily members for five years, he k meticulous and pre-
cise, sometimes working on a single piece of jewelry 
during an entire day. The results, however, are often 
as dazzling as the moves he once made on the soccer 
field. 

PLEASE SEE JEWELER, A7 

store is ' 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

The Showroom of Excellence, a high-
end jewelry store on Canton Center 
Road between Ford and Hanford, was 
broken into about 5:30 a.m. Thursday. 

The four thieves wei;e in and out in 
less than four minutes according to a 

surveillance video camera that caught 
the break-in on video. 

"They took gold and diamonds," co-
owner Linda Robin said. "It seemed to 
be mostly gold that they were going for. 
They pretty much wiped out what we 
had in our cases." 

Police responded to a burglar alarm 
that went off at the store about 5:30 

a.m. By the time they arrived, the bur-
glars were gone. 

"They threw something through the 
window (a front window facing Canton 
Center), smashed the window and 
scooped out the display cases," Canton 
Police Sgt. Rick Pomorski said. "There 
were four people in an SUV that were 
caught on videotape." 

Pomorski said.the video showed that 
the thieves loaded merchandise in bags 
that they brought with them. They then 
left southbound on Canton Center. 

"They were in and out in minutes/' he 
said. "We can't identify their faces. We 
don't know how much they took at this 

PLEASE SEE THIEVES, A7 

State woes won t cut as deep in Cantors 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

With dire news continuing to flow 
out of Lansing over an impending 
state budget crisis, Canton 
Supervisor Tom Yack says the town-
ship will survive without layoffs or 
cuts in services. 

"If they have their way, all of our 
statutory revenue sharing will be 
gone," he said. "We'll continue to 
move on while some other commu-
nities will be laying off police and 
fire. We're isolated from that dire 
circumstance. Revenue sharing is 
not a significant piece of our rev-
enue pie." 

This year, according to township 
accountant John Spencer, Canton 
should receive more than $6 million 
in total revenue sharing funds. Of 
that amount, a little more than $1 
million is in statutory funds. The 
balance is in constitutionally man-
dated funds that cannot be taken 
away. 

But the fact that Canton receives 
the bulk of its revenue through 
property taxes and is in survival 

Budget expert says the state's 
financial problems are structural 
rather than fiscal Jap AT. 

Communities worried that 
deficit woes will be paid at city 
halls everywhere; P a p A i 

mode doesn't make Yack any less 
critical of state government opera-
tions. 

"There's a lack of leadership in 
Lansing on both sides of the aisle in 
dealing with recurring financial 
problems," he said. "Every year, 
they're a billion dollars short." 

He said the state's approach to 
dealing with a budget crisis seems to 
be one of "smoke and mirrors." 

"There's enough blame to. go 
around," he said. "It's not just 
Republicans and Democrats. It's all 
of them. The Republican majority 
isn'tsayingto the governor, 'You're 
the executive, you take the lead.' 
She's not going to the Republican 
leadership and saying 'You're the 
majority, you take the lead.' So 

Yack 

nobody takes the 
lead." 

Minimally, he 
said, leaders in 
Lansing should be 
looking at all forms 
oftaxation. 

"We have a tax 
system that seems to 
be based on a manu-

facturing economy," he said. "People 
who are more intelligent about the 
tax structure than I am should look 
at the types of taxes we have today 
and whether they are incentives or 
disincentives." 

He also said state leadership 
should take a hard look at the local 
level and try to determine exactly 
what services are needed and 
whether there is duplication of serv-
ice. 

"I think there are too many school 
districts, for instance," he said. "But 
they should be looking at the whole 
gamut of operational questions and 
structures. Nobody is looking at 

PLEASE SEE WOES, A9 

The issue: An-est imated $370-$460 mi l l ion combined de f ic i t in 
t he s ta te genera l f und and schooi aid fund fo r the cu r ren t 
budget year end ing Sept. 30 ,2005 . 

Impact on public schools (K-12): Earl ier th is m o n t h UOV. 
Jenn i fe r Granho lm and legis lat ive leaders agreed tha t t h e 
shor t fa l l in t he schooi aid fund wi l l b e m a d e up e lsewhere in 
t he budget . That means schools wi l l receive a t least $6,700 per 
pupi l th is school year. 

impact on WayRO County: Wayne County has made cuts in 
every depa r tmen t except for t he sher i f f and prosecutor 's 
of f ices. 

Canton Township: While Canton cou id lose more than $1 
mi l l ion in s ta tu to ry revenue shar ing, should the s ta te take 
t h a t money away f rom local communi t ies , Superv isor Tom 
Yack says t he growing townsh ip w j l l weather t he loss w i th -
out any layof fs or cuts in services. 

Impact on state: Cuts have y e t t o be decided and l ikely won ' t 
be un t i l ear ly next year - a f te r a Jan. 13 revenue conference or 
February when t h e 2006 budget is presented. Cuts cou ld 
inc lude overa l l reduct ions in state depar tments , cuts in h igher 
educat ion spend ing and/or reduct ions in Medicaid services t o 
t he poor, e lder iy and disabled. 

What do you think? Is there room at t he local level to cut? 
What do you th ink needs to be done to solve the state's f iscal 
crisis? Voice your opinion to: kkuban@oe.homecomm.net 

For complete reports on budget analysis from treasury and state fiscal -
agencies see: 
Senate Fiscal Agency: www.senate.micfiigan.gov/sfa/ 
House Fiscal Agency: www.house.mi.gov/hfa/ ' / 
Michigan Department of Treasury: www.michigan.gov/treasury,.' 

mailto:jgi3dden@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:kkuban@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.senate.micfiigan.gov/sfa/
http://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/
http://www.michigan.gov/treasury,.'
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YOUTH CONCERT 

The Celebration Youth 
Orchestra (GYO) will be pre-
senting a concert on Thursday, 
Dec. 16 at the Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill. 

The CYO is supported by the 
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra 
and is conducted by Lindsay 
Riemer, the symphony's assis-
tant conductor. The CYO is 
comprised of two ensembles: 
the Celebration Strings and the 
Celebration Sinfonia. 

The group debuted in 2003 
for orchestral musicians ages 9 
and up. 

Tickets for the show, which 
begins at 7 pjn . , are $8 and can 
be purchased through the . 
Summit on the Park by calling 
(734) 394-5460), or at the the-
ater box office two hours before 
the show. 

For more information, con-
tact the Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra at (734) 451-2112. 

MCEDUCATOR'S NIGHT 

Canton Student Congress 
(Student Government at 
Canton High School) is spon-
soring a McEducator's Night at 
the Ford Rd. McDonald's f rom 
4-7 p.m. Dec. 15. 

Staff members will "work" at 
McDonalds to raise funds to 
support the Dupek family this 
holiday season. Tim Dupek was 
a 26-year-old Canton High 
School maintenance worker 
killed in an accident this past 

September. He is survived by 
his wife, Amy, and three chil-
dren. 

GIFTED PROGRAM 

Van Buren Public Schools is 
accepting referrals for possible 
placement in its Gifted 
Program for the 2005-06 
school year. Eligible students 
must be in grades K-7. 

The program, which services 
students in grades 1-8, is 
designed for academically gift-
ed and highly motivated stu-
dents. The program stresses a 
combination of acceleration 
and enrichment. There is a high 
level of academic work, a rapid 
instructional pace, and many 
opportunities to delve more 
deeply into subject matter. 

Some of the characteristics to 
look for are: 

• A long attention span 
• Heightened sensitivity 
• Intense curiosity 
• Resistance to routine and 

drill 
• A strong sense of fairness 
• Concern with issues "too 

old" for his/her age 
Forms are available in all Van 

Buren elementary and middle 
schools, and the administration 
building. All forms must be 
completed and returned by Jan. 
188,2005 to your school princi-
pal, or sent directly to: 

Barbara Woody, G/T 
Coordinator, North Middle 
School, 47097 McBride, 
Belleville, MI 48111. 

What if you 
could give someone 

a gift that could 
:e their life? chang< 

A free two-month membership to Curves may be 

the best present you'll ever give. Because along with 

the beautiful certificate, someone will be getting the 

best excuse evpr to meet new friends, accomplish 

new goals and feel a joy that will last long after the 

holiday season. That's a powerful gift for $99. 

Cumst 
The power to amaze yoursel£" 

(734) 844-6741 
44248 Cherry Hill Road • CANTON 

New members only. Valid only at participating locations now. 

(734) 414-0515 
44717 Five Mile Road • PLYMOUTH 

BRYAN MITCHELL I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Olivia Masters, 2, of Canton peeks into Santa's House in Plymouth's 
Kellogg Park during his arrival to town. She was waiting to see the jol ly 
old elf after his big arrival. Her sister Elizabeth is behind her. Santa wel-
comes visitors to his house on Main Street just outside the park every 
weekend, 6-8 p.m. on Fridays and noon-5 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. 

For more information call 
Barbara Woody at (734) 697-
6370. 

THEATER AUDITIONS 

Auditions for the DuBois 
Theatre production of the 
Broadway musical You're a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown will 
be held on Jan. 5 and 6 in the 
DuBois Theatre at Canton High 
School from 3-6 p.m. There will 
be an audition workshop held 
at the same location on Dec. 15, 
where those interested can 
learn the music and learn audi-
tion tips. 

If you can't make the work-
shop, contact Mrs. Henry at 
Canton High School beginning 
Dec. 15. She will provide audi-
tion packets. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Lee and Noel Bittinger 
Team at RE/MAX is offering 
three scholarships, each in the 
amount of $1,000, for local 
high school seniors that are 
planning to attend a college or 
university in the fall o f2005 . 

To apply for the scholarship, 
entrants must submit a short 
essay (not to exceed three 
pages, double-spaced with a 12 
pt. font) that address the fol-
lowing question: Describe how 
someone in your life has influ-
enced you in a positive way and 
changed your life? 

All submissions must include 
name, address and phone num-
ber of entrant, high school they 
attend, and college or university 
they plan to attend in the fall. 

_.... 
Dog Day Care 

7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - D O G S 
673 S, Main 5trcet 

Plymouth 

Sunday, Dec. 19 
Noon to 4 pm 

Call for Reservations! 
Open to the Public. 

Come and Tour 
Our Facil 

All submissions must be 
received by Dec. 31,2004. They 
should be sent to The Bittinger 
Team, 43435 Joy Road, Canton, 
MI 48187. 

"The Plymouth/Canton com-
munity has supported us for 
over 20 years. The Bittinger 
Team Scholarship is just one of 
the ways that we can say thank 
you by giving bade to our com-
munity," Noel Bittinger said. 
"This is our way of paving the 
way for a stronger, happier 
future for the next generation." 

For more information, con-
tact the team at (734) 459-1010, 
or e-mail Bittinger at noelbit-
tinger@remax.net. 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON CIVITANS 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Civitan Club is looking for ener-
getic new members to partici-
pate in community service proj-
ects. This club meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 7 
p.m. at the Plymouth Salvation 
Army Building on Main Street. 
The third Thursday is a dinner 
meeting with a speaker. Call 
(734) 981-7259 for further info. 

MOTHERS & MORE 

The Wayne County chapter of 
Mothers & More meets twice a 
month iri Plymouth. Call (866) 
841-9140, Ext. 4329, or visit 
Web site mothersand-
more63 @ onebox.com. 

MORE WREATHS, POINSETTIAS 

By popular demand, the 
Canton Historical Society is 
continuing to sell holiday poin-
settias and wreaths at the 
museum, which is located at the 

corner of Canton Center Road 
and Heritage Park Drive. 

Poinsettias range from $5 for 
4.5-inch pot, to $20 for 8.5-
inch pot containing three 
plants. Pine wreaths are $20, 
and $25 with a custom tied 
bow. Bird seed wreaths are also 
available for $14. -.<• 
. Museum hours are 1-4 p.m. 
on Tuesdays, and Saturdays, or 
by appointment. Fot more 
information call the museum at 
(734) 397-0088, or Kay 
Hartman-Kuck at (734) 453-
9266. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Canton resident Joseph Furea 
has been accepted into the 
Michigan Youth Challenge 
Academy. 

Located at historic Fort 
Custer in Battle Creek, the 
academy offers a second chance 
at an education and life skills 
training to young men and 
women ages 16-18, who have 
dropped out or are at risk of 
dropping out of high school. It 
only accepts 120 applicants 
annually. 

Cadet Furca successfully 
went through the academy's 
stringent selection process. 

CRAFTERS, ARTISTS WANTED 

Officials of the Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters are 
looking for crafters and artists 
for "Spring Arts and Crafts 
Ensemble." The event is sched-
uled for 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, 
March 19 at Canton High 
School. It's a juried show. For 
more, e-mail Diane Van Dyke at 
djvandyke@peoplepc.com or 
call (734) 416-3354. 

W H E R E H O M E T O W N S T O R I E S U N F O L D 
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You're Gonna' Love Our New Canton TCF Bank 
46140 Michigan Avenue • Near Canton Center Road 

Now Open 

You're Gonna Love TCF 
FANTASTIC Hours - Open 7 

L O B M H O I K S D U U K - t P 
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Match 2004 
Offei good November 9 thru December 18 2004 

OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS! 
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Holiday photo op State Legislature approves 

Santa pictures 
part of the party 
for Tanger kids 

BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

Getting a photo taken with 
Santa is a family tradition for 
many, and local kids shared in 
that experience Wednesday dur-
ing a party at l inger Center. 

Plymouth AM. Rotary puts on 
an annual holiday party for Infant 
and Preschool Special Education 
Program children and autistic 
students. St. Nick was the star 
Wednesday evening at Tanger. 

"The Rotary is providing the 
food," special education teacher 
Mary Kay Herr said. "They're our 
heroes. They've made a big differ-
ence in our program. A veiy spe-
cial group of people." 

The holiday gala featured some 
200 people, children up to age 5 
and parents. In addition to Santa, 
there was an accordion-playing 
elf. 

The Rotary club and Visteon 
teamed up to equip a sensory 
motor room at Tanger, at Five 
Mile near Haggerty, Herr said. 
Through Rotary, a volunteer pro-
vided weighted vests for the 
youngsters to wear, which help 
them. 

Staff and families in Plymouth-
Canton appreciate such commu-
nity support, Herr said. "They're 
really pretty special," she said. „ 

Beth Stewart of Plymouth AM. 
Rotary, who heads up the Iknger 
effort, said club member Ron 
Muir through Ford and later 
Visteon helped to provide the spe-
cialized equipment. 

Wednesday's merriment 
included crafts for kids mid face 
painting. Interact students 
(Rotary's youth program) and 
Youth Leadership students lent a 
hand at the party as well. 

The menu included hot dogs, 
pop and chips, Stewart said, with 
families bringing desserts. 

"There's always good eating 
there," Stewart said. 

j b r o w n @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t ! (248) 901-2565 

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAU 

Four-year-old Charlie Poat of Plymouth gives Santa a big hug during the A.M. Rotary Club.Christmas party for special-
needs kids at Tanger Center. Charlie was excited to see Santa and wanted to look nice for him so he wore his suit. 

Tanger student 
Bryce McMinn,. 
3, of Canton 
puts gl i t ter on 
the reindeer 
tree ornament 
he is making 
during the 
Christmas party. 
His sister 
Allison McMinn, 
6, (seated next 
to him) also 
made an 
ornament. 

The state legislature last 
week approved the creation of 

. a Wayne County Mental Health 
Authority to replace the cur-
rent Detroit-Wayne County 
Mental Health Agency. 

The bill was introduced by 
state Sens. Beverly S. 
Hammerstrom, R-Temperance, 
and Shirley Johnson, R-Troy. 
Wayne County Executive 
Robert Ficano has opposed the 
legislation. 

The bill is now on the desk of 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm. Press 
reports indicate that Granholm 
will veto the legislation. 

The bill will require that the 
Mental Health Agency be 
established as an independent 
authority to receive state sup-
port and prohibits city or coun-
ty employees from serving on 
the 12-member board. Six 
members of the board will be ' 
appointed by the county execu-
tive and six will be appointed 
by the mayor of Detroit. 

Under the authority, $530 
million in Medicaid grants will 
go directly to the authority for 
mental health programs serv-
ing approximately 75,000 
Wayne County residents. 

"This is great news for spe-
cialty services consumers and 
their families," said 
Hammerstrom, chair of the 
Senate Health Policy 
Committee, in a press release. 
"Consumers in the DWCCMH 
are not getting the kind of serv-
ices they deserve. Throughout 
the lengthy debate on these 
bills that has been our primaiy 
concern." 

Hammerstrom and Johnson 
have argued that the current 
Wayne County system jeopard-
ized state Medicaid funding for 
the entire mental health sys-
tem. Under the bill, the new 
authority would be required to 
hold a Medicaid contract with 
the state. 

A statement from the Ficano 
administration says, "The state 
legislation passed Wednesday 
to create a mental health 
authority fails consumers and 

will stop the momentum 
resulting from improvements 
made beginning in 2003. It in 

. no way addresses the mapy--
improvements identifi^Jby 
'both the Goverptf^s 
-Commissjpn^rid the Ficano 
Administration as essential to 
reforming the mental health 
system and moving it towards 
Mr. Ficano's goal of becoming a 
national model so that people 
can get quality mental health 
care when and where they need 
it." 

Hammerstrom and Johnson 
say they acted because of the 
Mental Health Agency's failure 
to fulfill its state Medicaid con-
tract and "as recently as two 
months ago, providers were 
still not receiving timely pay-
ment because of the cumber-
some county procurement 
process." 

The Ficano statement coun-
ters, "Reforms are working and 
the groundwork for steady 
progress has been laid. This 
Administration clearly is on 
the road towards creating 
model mental health system in 
the quickest time frame. 
Already, in two years we've bal-
anced the books after years of 
deficits. We went from a paper-
based system to a computer 
system that will have real t ime 
capability to serve and track 
consumers." 

The statement argues that 
the new law gives more power 
to-the mayor of Detroit than to 
the county executive. The exec-
utive'Says the county budget is 
still solely responsible for the 
local match of $17-7 million. 

County Commissioner John 
Sullivan, D-Wayne, whose dis-
trict includes Canton, said he 
doesn't see how an equally 
divided authority is any 
improvement over the current 
12-member board. 

"We have to find a way to do 
more efficiently and cut out the 
bureaucracy. I wouldn't care if 
the state took it over again if 
they provided the services," he 
said. 
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District faces cuts due to state's latest red ink 
BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland School Supt. Greg 
Baracy is skeptical of a state promise 
that school districts will be held harm-
less for a shortfall in the state school aid 
fund. 

He firmly believes that if the state 
leaves the Wane-Westland's $7,396 per 
pupil foundation allowance alone this 
year, it's most likely the district will get 
less than that next year. 

"Do I believe them? Absolutely not," 
Baracy said. "If the state doesn't fix the 
structural problem in its budget short-
fall, it will be passed on to us. We heard 
that the new Legislature will take up the 
issue after the next revenue consensus 
meeting shortly into 2005. The bottom 
line in the state dealing with its shortfall 
is once again it will balance its budget 
on the back of local school districts." 

Wayne-Westland has watched its fund 
balance rapidly evaporate as the state's 
budget problems continue. The district's 
state revenue is down $2 million from 
last year and $4 million from 2002-03. 
It has a fund balance of almost $14 mil-
lion this year, down from $25 million 
less than two years ago. 

However, that $14 million surplus is 

Baracy 

only 11 percent of the 
district's $119 million 
budget, enough to 
cover expenses for 1 
1/2 months, but not 
enough to carry the 
district from the 
start of its budget 
year July 1 through 
to October when it 

receives its first money from the state. 

Baracy estimates the district has lost 
$8 million in revenue because of frozen 
foundation grants for two years and an 
additional $1.8 million because of pro-
rations. 

"It's a big ouch, and despite serious 
cuts in funding, we've had to incur, sig-
nificant increases in our retirement 
costs, increases in health care costs and 
increases in doing business," Baracy 
said. "The costs are rising and in most 
instances it's double-digit increases." 

According to Baracy, there are 14 
school districts in the state that have a 
deficit reduction plan in place for this 
year and it could be as many as 30 dis-
tricts next year. 

"Obviously, it's a serious problem not 
only here, but around the state," he said. 

Faced with the prospect of running 
out of money, Baracy said the district 

"will make appropriate cuts in 2005-06" 
because the district is running an annu-
al deficit in an effort to maintain pro-, 
grams and save as many jobs as possible. 

"We'll solicit input from-as many 
sources as we can in making our deci-
sions," he said. - We'll ask our Parents for 
Fair Funding Committee, members of 
our administrative ranks, teachers, cabi-
net level administrators in coming up 
with a proposal. 

"Only then will we make a recommen-
dation to the school board on what pro-
grams should be eliminated so we can 
maintain financial stability." 

Baracy is frustrated with the situation 
and said it is heartbreaking to have to 
eliminate programs after the district has 
put so much time and effort into creat-
ing a top-notch educational program. 

"This is something that's been pushed 
upon us, it's not something we created," 
he said. "I think the state needs to do 
what it has required the schools to do 
and look within its budget and do a bet-
ter job of controlling expenses so its 
expenditures don't exceed the revenue 
coming in. 

"They need to do that rather than 
push their shortfall on local school dis-
tricts." 
smason@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2112 

Homeowners advisory 
council to meet Monday 

The Canton Homeowners 
Advisory Council (CHAC), 
which provides information 
to condo and homeowners 
associations in the township, 
is holding its next meeting 7 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 13. The 
meeting will take place at Fire 
Station No. 1, which is located 
1100 S. Canton Center Road. 

Norm MacKay will be the 
guest speaker at the meeting. 
A specialist in the field of 
homeowners associations, will 
demonstrate to associations 
the most effective way to con-
duct meetings. 

Also attending will be Kris 
Sanders, who is the town-
ship's neighborhood coordi-
nator, and Trustee Karl 
Zarbo, who is also a CHAC 

board member. Both have a 
wealth of knowledge about 
issues facing associations, and 
will field questions f r o m 
attendees. 

There are approximately 
200 condo and homeowners 
Associations in Canton. 

The CHAC meets on the 
second Monday of every . 
month at Fire Station No. 1, 
which is just north of 
Township Hall. There is a 
guest speaker at each meet-
ing, including lawyers, 
accountants, and insurance 
and property management 
professionals. Everyone is 
welcome to at tend the meet-
ings. 

For more information, con-
tact Mott at (734) 397-54995. 
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Jan Woodford's third-grade class at Galiimore Elementary School raised some $1,550 to help a Florida elementary 
school recover from hurricane damage. 

Galiimore pitches in to help 
Florida hurricane victims 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

W h e n Galiimore Elementary teacher Jan 
Woodford saw her home in Port Charlotte, Fla. 
destroyed by Hurricane Charley on Friday, Aug. 
13, she took solace in knowing she could leave 
her southern retreat and come back home to 
Michigan ,to carry on a normal life. 

However, Woodford's ability to get away f rom 
the destruction of Charley didn' t mean she for-
got about those left behind. 

"I was, there seven days af ter the hurr icane, 
bu t was able to board a plane and come home to 
Michigan," said Woodford, who teaches thi rd 
grade. "When I went back in October to take 
care of business, I saw an elementary school tha t 
was condemned and saw how many children 
were still living in shelters, churches, wherever 
they could find a roof over their heads." 

Woodford knew she had to do something, and 
with the help of the Principal Kevin Learned, 
staff members and hundreds of Galiimore stu-
dents, a campaign was s tar ted to collect loose 
change for students at East Elementary in Punta 
Gorda, Fla., whose school had the roof r ipped 
off by high winds, windows broken and col-
lapsed walls. 

The campaign, entitled "Your Small Change 
Can Make A Big Difference In Someone Else's 
Life," resulted in "Pennies f rom Heaven" for 
their counterparts in the storm-ravaged area. 
Just this week, after a five week campaign, 
Galiimore Elementary sent a check for $1,550 to 
their new friends at East Elementary. 

"I knew we'd get our goal of $1,000 because 
every day people put money in the bucket," said 

Zach Tavierne, 8, of Canton Township, who— 
like many students—donated some of his own 
money. "It was a good feeling, and everybody 
was excited about it. We hope they rebuild t h e 
school and get new books." x 

Madelyn Momano, 8, of Canton, said the proj-
ect was a good idea. 

"It was a good cause because we could help 
other people," said Momano, who helped fellow 
students count the donated change. 

"It's sad for those families that had their hous-
es wrecked," added Madelyn. "It's like you have a 
house you live in, and then it's destroyed. I jus t 
wouldn't imagine what it would be like if it was 
our house. That would be tough." 

Woodford said when she originally presented 
the idea to Galiimore students, they instantly 
became excited. 

"When I shared what happened with the kids, 
they immediately became more connected," 
Woodford said. 

"They know there are other people far away 
that need us." 

Along with the money, students made book-
marks and sent homemade cards. They'll also 
become pen pals with s tudents in Punta Gorda, 
who now have to share an elementary school 
and a t tend class in shifts. 

While the amount collected is far f rom what is 
needed to rebuild East Elementary, Principal 
Jack Stroup said he and his students appreciate 
any and all help that comes their way. 

'Any sum is great if it s given from the heart," 
said Stroup. "It's just fantastic. We're very appre-
ciative of everything they did." 

tt3ruscato@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

Crash suspect waives exam 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

A 17-year-old Hazel Park 
woman charged with negligent 
homicide in the death of a 
Canton woman in an automo-
bile accident waived her right 
to a preliminary exam in 35 th 
District Court Friday. 

Diane Kiriakus was b o u n d 
over by Judge Ron Lowe for a 
Jan. 7 arraignment at Third 
Circuit Court. A $5,000 per-
sonal bond was continued. 

Kiriakus was driving a Jeep 
Liberty south on Haggerty 
between Cherry Hill and 
Palmer about 2 p.m. on Sept. 
29 when he r vehicle struck a 
car wait ing to make a left tu rn 
on to Westfield. The impact 
forced tha t car into the nor th-
b o u n d lane in the pa th of a 
semi t ruck that was heading 
north . 

T h e driver of the other car, 
Uzma Nasir, 47, was taken to 
St. Mary Mercy Hospital where 
she later died. 
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Kiriakus was treated and 
released at St. Joseph Hospital. 
The driver of the semi was not 
injured. 

Police said at the t ime tha t 
alcohol was not a factor in the 
accident. They also said there 
were no skid marks at the 
scene and that the speed 
appeared to be near or at the 
posted limit of 45 miles per 
hour. 

Negligent homicide is a two-
year misdemeanor. 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net j (734) 459-2700 
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d ies in local 
d a y c a r e c e n t e r 

FOR THE RECORD 

B Y J A C K G L A D D E N 

STAFF WAITER 

Canton Police and officials 
from the Wayne County 
Prosecutor and Medical 
Examiner offices are investigat-
ing the death of a 3-month-old 
infant at a Canton home day 
care center. 

The incident occurred on 
Monday, Dec. 6, when EMS 
technicians and police were 
called to the house on a report 
of an infant who was not 
breathing. The child was lying 
face-down in a playpen. 

Canton Police Sgt. Rick 
Pomorski said such investiga-
tions are s tandard operating 
procedure in the death of a 
child tha t young. 

"We don't suspect any foul 

play," he said. "We don't think 
there was anything intention-
al." 

He said the woman who 
owns the house and runs the 
center is licensed by the state 
of Michigan to care for 12 chil-
dren in her home. She also had 
an assistant working for her. 

"There have never been any 
complaints about the center," 
he said. 

He said an autopsy has 
already been done, but the 
cause of death has not been 
determined. 

He said Wayne County has a 
special team that investigates 
cases of what appear to be sud-
den infant death syndrome. 
They do extensive investigation 
in such cases. 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 
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DEATHS 

Sherry L. Arebaugh, 45, of 
Rochester Hills, died Dec. 2. 

B 
Doris C. Barkham, 80, of Rochester, 
died Nov. 30. 
Milma M. Bratton, 93, of Rochester 
Hills, died Dec. 4. 
Patricia H. Breuning, 75, of 
Rochester, died Dec. 9. 
William F. Brown Jr., 98, of Auburn 
Hills, died Dec. 5. 

C 
Amy J. Capuano, 44, of Rochester 
Hills, died Nov. 25. 
Russell G. Carter, 89, of Rochester 
Hills, died Nov. 21. 
Grant Chamberiin Jr.,-81, of 
Northville, died Nov. 25. 

D 
Robert R. Dildine, 82, of Rochester 
Hills, died Dec. 3. 

F 
Margaret A. Foust, 76, of Royal Oak, 
died Nov. 19. 
Margaret £. Frank, 97, of Rochester 
Hills, died Dec. 5. 

G 
Marguerite "Peggy" Osmun Gail, 
92, of Hilton Head island, S.C., died 
Dec. 7. 
Barbara J. Gerczak, 66, of Linden, 
formerly of Rochester, died Dec. 3. 

H 
Darryl Robert Harvey, 41, of 
Leonard, died Dec. 4. 

J 
Ellie Rebecca Jakubowski, 3 
months, of Plymouth, died Dec. 6. 

Historical touch: Rifle 
plates reflect county's past 

For t h e Record appears in every 
edition of the Observers Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found Inside today's Community Life 
sect ion in Passages on page C5. 

Mildred G. Van Saw King, 91, former-
ly of Rochester, died Nov. 20. 
Charles M. Kleindi, 74, of Pontiac, 
died Dec. I 

M 
Albert A. Martin, 68, of Rochester 
Hills, died Dec. 2. 
Mina Opal Maxwell, 80, died Dec. 7. 
Lasaile Stephen Mayes, 75, of 
Northville, died Dec. 7. 
Larry G. Miller, 64, of Rochester 
Hills, died Nov. 28. 

R 
Stella D. Rogalski, 85, of West 
Bloomfield, formerly of Livonia. 

V 
Kelly Vargo, 21, of Redford, died 
Sept. 21. 

W 
Ruth S. Weber, 85, of Auburn Hills, 
died Dec. 1. 
Elva M. White, 87, of Troy, died Nov. 
12. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A Westland gun shop/firing 
range will be the only Michigan 
business to sell an exclusive line 
of rifles that commemorate 
Wayne County with engravings 
of historical landmarks. 

Only 11 of the rifles -
Winchester .45-caliber long 
Colts - will be made and sold. 

The first-made rifle will cost 
$3,895. The other 10 will have a 
$3,295 price tag. 

"It's not a gun you shoot. It's a 
gun you display," said Tommy 
Vaughan, part-owner of Firing 
Line and a retired Westland 
police lieutenant. 

"That's the gun that won the 
West" he said, showing off the 
rifle inside the Firing Line, on 
Hix Road north of Ford. "That's 
John Wayne there." 

The gold on the rifles is 24 
karat, including the inside of the 
barrel. The wood is a high-grade 
American walnut with a satin 
finish. 

But it's the engravings on 
these rifles - made by Colorado-
based Rocky Mountain Firearms 
- that makes them unique and 
irreplaceable. 

The gold engravings include 
meticulously crafted drawings of 
the Ambassador Bridge, the 
Grosse lie Lighthouse, the 
Edison Institute, the Wayne 
County Courthouse and a coun-
ty map that shows such cities as 
Livonia, Dearborn, Hamtramck 
and Detroit, among others. 

American 0»I:.M S O C I E T Y 
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The wood engravings show 
Nankin Mills in Westland, Belle 
Isle and the Steamer Ste; Clair, 
and it notes Wayne County as 
the site of America's first state 
fair in 1849 and as the stove cap-
ital of the world in 1893. 

Engraved writings include 
Henry Ford, Chicago Road, 
Colonel Broadhead, the Battle o f . 
Monguagon, Chief Tonquish 
and the Fox Indian Massacre, 
among other highlights. 

Each rifle will come with its 
own letter of authenticity and a 
custom, French-fitted case. 
Because of the price tag, the 
guns will be made only as a cus-
tomer places an order. 

Vaughan said four rifles 
already have sold, including one 
to a woman who is buying it for 
her gun-enthusiast husband for 
Christmas. 

"These rifles are significant 
because they're made for Wayne 
County .and they have all the his-
torical highlights of what made 
Wayne County what it is," he 
said. Firing Line part-owner 
Donald Haigh, a retired 
Westland police sergeant, said 
he is considering getting one of 
the guns for himself. 

After the guns are sold, . 
Vaughan said Firing Line has 
plans to sell a series of revolvers 
that will match the rifles. The 
gun shop will have exclusive. 
rights to those, too. 

Rocky Mountain Firearms 
already has made rifles for other 
Michigan counties, including 
Oakland, Washtenaw, Macomb 
and St. Clair. 

Customers who buy the rifles 
might want to view it as an 
investment. 

Said Vaughan: "The value of 
these guns will only go up as 
t ime goes on." 
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JEWELEi 
FROM. PAGE A1 

"Perfection is his philoso-
phy," Yeremian says of her 
father. "He is very, very picky 
when-he works." 

Jewelry was always some-
thing Karjian was interested 
in, dating back to the time he 
was a little boy and helped his 
uncle who owned a jewelry 
store in Syria. Over the years, 
when he traveled around the 
world with his soccer teams, he 
made it a point to visit jewelry 
stores so he could learn the dif-
ferent techniques employed in 
each country. 

Ka l i an applies that old-
world training and know-how 
to his work at Rosy's, where his 
little wooden workbench and 
antique-looking tools look 
somewhat out of place among 
the shiny glass, chrome and 
jewels. 

According to Yeremian, who 
lives in Canton, the store's spe-
cialty is the fact Karjian makes 
custom pieces right in the 
store, which fit each customer's 
needs. 

"We can custom design a 
piece of jewelry, which differ-
entiates us from many of the 
chain stores," she said. "People 
can bring in pictures of what 
they want, or just describe a 
piece, and my father can make 
it." 

The store can usually have a 
custom piece finished in two to 
four weeks. 

One technique that Karjian 
is known for is pave, which are 
pieces with lots of small inset 
diamonds, all done by hand. 

Yeremian said those pieces are 
very popular this holiday sea-
son. 

Kaijian, who is actually of 
Armenian descent, came to 
America and the Detroit area 
in 1972, and opened his first 
jewelry store shortly thereafter 
in Southfield. He has owned 
several since. Yeremian recalls 
a childhood where the entire 
family would hang around the 
stores, helping Karjian con-
duct the business. 

"My mom would pick us up 
f rom school, and we would go 
to the shop to help out," said 
Yeremian, who is a graduate of 
Livonia Clarenceville. "This 
business is all I know." 

Although he has fond recol-
lections of his soccer career 
overseas and his upbringing in 
Syria, Kaijian doesn't have any 
regrets about his decision to 
come to America in 1972. 

"Back then, everybody's 
dream was to come to 
America," Kaijian says in his 
broken English. 

Has the dream worked out 
as he hoped? 

"Yep," Kaijian says with a big 
smile. 

Rosy's Jewelry Creations is 
located at 1705 Canton Center 
Road in the Centre Village 
Plaza. Currently, the store is 
running a number of specials 
for the holidays, as well as a 
contest where customers can 
earn points to win a number of 
prizes, including a 27-inch flat 
screen television. For store 
hours and other information, 
call (734) 844-1600. 

kkubantoe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 

Problems with 
budget inherent 

TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Rosy Yeremian and tier father, Manuel Karjian, own Rosy's Jewelry Creations 
in Canton. 

Karjian (right) was able to meet many dignitaries during his long soccer 
career, including this encounter with T. E. Lawrence (a. k.a. Lawrence of 
Arabia) in 1950 in Lebanon. 

THIEVES 
FROM PAGE A1 

point. It was an undisclosed 
amount." 

According to a statement 
issued by Canton Police, the 
initial investigation shows tha t 
a series of similar burglaries 
has taken place in the Toledo, 
Ohio, area in the past six to 
eight months. In addition, sev-
eral other communities in 
metro Detroit have also expe-
rienced similar break-ins. 

The store was closed Friday 
while employees took invento-
ry to determine exactly how 
much jewelry had been taken. 

"Hopefully we'll be open 
again on Tuesday morning," 
Robin said. "'We hope to have 
most of our stock replaced by 
then." 

It was the first break-in at 
the store, which jus t celebrat-
ed its fourth anniversary in 
Canton. 

Robin said she knew that 
several other businesses in the 

metro area have been burglar-
ized in a similar manner. And 
she's appealing to the commu-
nity for help. 

"We know there were several 
cars traveling on Canton 
Center Road between 4:45 
and 5 a.m. Thursday," she said. 
"If anyone saw someone 
pulling into or out of our park-
ing lot about that time, we're 
asking them to call Canton 
Police. If anyone saw anything, 
they should call the police." 

Ironically, the store had just 

issued several gift certificates 
offering customers discounts 
on merchandise for the 
upcoming Christmas holidays. 

"We hope to be back in busi-
ness on Tuesday so we can 
honor those certificates," 
Robin said. 

Anyone with information 
concerning the incident 
should call Canton Police at 
(734) 394-5100. 

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 
(734) 459-2700 
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BY ALEX LUNDBERG 
STAFF WRITER 

The state's financial prob-
lems are rooted in old thinking 
and will not improve no mat-
ter what turn the economy 
takes. 

That's the opinion of Tom 
Clay, a budget expert with the 
nonprofit Citizens Research 
Council of Michigan. 

The state has been experi-
encing "significant" budget 
problems for five yearsj worse 
than anything since World 
War II. The economy is partly 
to blame, but revenue growth 
has not kept pace with expen-
ditures. 

Clay said the prime culprits 
are the corrections budget and 
Medicaid — accounting for $4 
billion-plus, almost half of the 
general fund. There are x 

50,000 people locked up and 
1.4 million in the Medicaid 
system. Neither situation 
would improve if the economy 
were better. 

Michigan is tougher on 
crime relative to neighboring 
states, all of which have a 
lower incarceration rate and 
sentence length for the same 
offenses. If the rate were com-
parable, Clay said, the savings 
would be $300 million to 
$400 million per year. 

The ongoing fiscal crisis has 
resulted in a 14 percent cut in 
the higher education budget 

over the past two years, a 
$ 3 0 0 million loss. And state 
revenue sharing to communi- j 
ties is down by 26 percent over 
four years, a loss of $400 mil- , 
lion per year. The state work-
force has been cut by 14 per-
c e n t (8,500 jobs) — resulting 
in the smallest workforce since 
1974. '} 

Unfortunately, Clay said : 
even if the economy picks up, .1 
spending is still going to out- J 
pace revenues. 

The big problem is the state 
has a structural rather than 
cyclical budget deficit. In 
short , no matter what the 
economy does, spending pres- : 
sure will grow faster than rev- ! 
enues. 

This is because the tax struc-
tu re is geared for the 1950-70 
era, when half of all state jobs 
were in manufacturing. The 
bulk of taxes are on goods 
(physical, hold-in-your-hands -! 
merchandise). Now, 80 per-
cent of all jobs in Michigan are 
service-related. 

If the structure were more 
balanced — as most states' are 
— revenues would grow more 
in l ine with expenditures. To : 
change things will require 
political will on the part of -
elected officials, Clay said. 

The Citizens Research . 
Council of Michigan is a pri* ; 
vate, not-for-profit public 
affairs research organization ' 
established in 1916. 
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Frustrated legislators eye solutions College has 'wiggle room' 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

State Sen. Bruce Patterson said he's 
frustrated with efforts by the state 
legislature to remedy funding issues, 
so he's taking matters into his own 
hands. 

"As of Friday, I started contacting 
credible business people and other 
leaders to establish a task force to 
study the whole issue of revenues," 
said Patterson, "in the context of the 
purported shortage in school fund-
ing, municipal funding, road funding 
and corrections funding. 

"I'm now satisfied the members of 
both the House and Senate appropri-
ations committees have failed us," 
added Patterson, (R-Canton 
Township). "Rather than leave this 
very important topic to the appropri-
ation committee members, who obvi-
ously haven't done a good job, I'm 
going to step in and try to find a solu-
tion." 

Patterson, who has not been a 
member of the appropriations com-
mittee during his four years in the 
House and two in the Senate, said he 
wants to enlist people like Dick Scott, 
owner of Dick Scott Dodge in 
Plymouth; David Brandon, CEO of 
Domino's Pizza; and Jim Ryan, 
superintendent of Plymouth-Canton 
Schools. 

C A N T O N C I N E M A 

Budget woes are an inherenffpahjof style 
funding, according to expertSifNews, PageA7 

Patterson said that he'll isign ujfta 
few of his colleagues, but fye's es ĵfen-,, 
tially forming the task force himself. 

"Rather than keep it ihcestuoiikty * 
within the beltway, I'm going to go 
out into the real world," said 1 

Patterson. "I'm going to get people 
who are problem solvers with people 
who state there is a problem and 
establish a goal. How muchmoijiey' 
should be going to municipalities? 
What is full funding for j ^ c h b o l s ? " 

Patterson said the tasj!: force idea 
isn't new; He did the same thing with 
his committee to investigate electric 
restructuring and refortfa in the state. 

"Are we going to raiseitaxes? Are 
we going to raise fees? Are we going 
to get more efficient?" askecl 
Patterson. "It doesn't fit itfeatly into-a 
box. Let's think outside; the box." 

State Rep. Phil LajoyylR^Gantoti 
Township, agrees with Patterson, say-
ing "we have to look at things d i f f e r 
ently." ; ! [ 

"In the past, we've always looked at 
just making cuts, and have never 
looked at how much money we had to 
spend and our priorities," said Lajoy. 

"We have to do it early. We've always 
waited to the very end, with the 
result drastic cuts or increasing 
taxes." 

Lajoy said he wants to protect the 
school aid fund, and understands 
that communities can't live without 
revenues. He suggests it's time for 
the state to look in the mirror. 

"I have a bill that I'll introduce 
after the first of the year to look at 
consolidations," said Lajoy, 'like pay-
roll functions throughout state gov-
ernment, finance, accounting, equip-
ment, rent, all costs. We need to 
make changes, leaving no stone 
unturned." 

Lajoy, who spent 35 years in the 
private sector in human resources 
and as owner of his own business, 
earlier introduced a bill to consoli-
date human resource departments in 
state government. It got through the 
House and Senate, but was vetoed by 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm. 

"I don't agree with the way we've 
been doing things the past couple of 
years," said Lajoy. We need to come 
up with new and creative ways of 
doing government. Otherwise, we'll 
end up in the same situation." 

State Rep. John Stewart, R-
Plymouth Township, did not return 
repeated calls seeking comment. 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 

BY HUGH GALLAGHER 
STAFF WRITER 

Schoolcraft College President 
Conway Jeffress says the college has 
some "wiggle room" if cuts are made 
in state funding because of a success-
ful employee buyout plan earlier this 
^ear. 

But unless something is done to fix 
the state's budget problems, Jeffress 
said the college will have to start look-
ing at other options, including tuition 
increases. 

"Last year we made a deal with the 
governor and Legislature that if we 
held our tuitions to the 2-3 percent 
level, we would be held harmless in 
the next cuts," Jeffress said. "However, 
there is talk they will not be able to 
keep their word. There may be an 
$800 million shortfall in 2005-06." 

Abudget shortfall of $350 million 
is expected for the current 2004-05 
budget year that began Oct. 1. Last 
year, Schoolcraft College received an 
$11,297,400 appropriation from the 
state, just over 20 percent of the col-
lege's operating budget. 

"We haven't laid off anyone with 
past cuts. It depends on how big a cut 
you receive," Jeffress said. "What we 
did in anticipation of the state's budg-
et cut is we offered buyouts." 

In the current crisis, Jeffress said 
the "wiggle room" created by the buy-
outs will probably keep the college 
from any layoffs, but may keep the x, 
college from replacing staff. 

Jeffress said he's concerned that the 

college can't continue to take cuts in 
its operating budget. 

"We obviously are looking at tuition 
hikes," he said. / 

He said the college is also develop-
ing classes and programs that will 
bring in revenue, rather than going to 
taxpayers for a millage increase at a 
time when other government entities 
are also seeking more revenue. 

One source of unexpected income is 
the success of VisTaTech, a high-tech 
center rented out to area businesses 
for conferences and workshops. 

"Normally a project takes three 
years of operations before you break 
even, but I'm actually ahead. It's taken 
in a half million (dollars) more rev-
enue than we expected," Jeffress said. 

Rising retirement payments and 
health care insurance premiums are a 
concern for the college. 

"I would be grateful for zero percent 
increase (in state funding), I would 
see that as a blessing, but not if I have 
10-12 percent increases in insurance 
and retirement," Jeffress said. 

The state needs to make some 
tough decisions on taxes and spend-
ing, he said. He said it can't continue 
to do all it does. 

He said the dependence on a sales 
tax has caused the structural problem, 
during recent difficult economic 
times. 

He said the state needs a revenue 
source that can be counted on during 
hard times while preserving some 
form of sales tax to benefit when eco-
nomic times are good. 
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Communities concerned 
state's deficit is their loss 

BY ALEX LUNDBERG 
STAFF WRITER 

With the state running a 
deficit of several hundred mil-
lion dollars, local municipali-
ties are looking warily to 
Lansing for it^uext move. 

And while Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm has promised school 
funding is off the table, com-
munity leaders have a sinking * 
feeling that the state's financial 
woes will be paid — in one way 
or another — at city halls 
everywhere. 

Canton Township Director 
of Finance Anthony Minghine 
said the state got fat during the 
boom times of the 1990s and 
didn't pay attention to the 
storm on the horizon. 

"During the last part of the 
Engler term, the writing was 
on the wall," he said. "They 
believed the economy would 
come back." 

Fresh from a state budget 
conference, he said the state is 
working with 1996 revenue . 
levels dollar "for dollar (not 
adjustedfbr. inflation). What's 
making the tocal communities 
scream, he said, is what they've 
done to try to bring the state 
out of the hole. 

"They went to a 6 jcent sales 
tax, telling us it would be a sta-
ble revenue source for commu-
nities and schools to count on," 
Minghine said. "When the 
fluctuations occurred, they 
took hundreds of millions out 
of the sales tax pool." 

Even in communities like, 
Canton, which is doing fairly 
well economically, the squeeze 
from on high is causing prob-
lems. As of the 2000 census 
there were 76,000 people in 
the township. Although popu-
lation there is now estimated 
to be closer to 85,000, the 
township has had to maintain 
a hiring freeze to keep finances 
in line. It's not a cut in services 
and no one has been told not 
to come back to work after the 
holiday, but population growth 
without a subsequent expan-
sion of support staff is a strain, 
and drain, on the system. 

He said the feeling of opti-
mism in Lansing has subsided 
now that everyone realizes an 
economic rebound — even a 
profound one — isn't going to 
help. What needs to happen, 
he said, is the entire tax struc-
ture has to be re-evaluated 
from the ground up. 

"The problem is systemic," 

Minghine said. "They have to 
look at how the state is taxed 
from businesses tt> individuals. 
They need to start with a clean 
sheet of paper and decide what 
the state is supposed to do." 

He's concerned that the state 
might eventually phase out 
revenue sharing altogether. 

"It's like they believe if they 
have problems, everyone 
should," he said. 

Oakland County Director of 
Management and Budget 
Laurie Van Pelt said the key to 
weathering rough financial 
seas is foresight. 

"We saw this coming," she 
said. "We budget for two years 
at a time so we were able to 
make adjustments." 

The county instituted a hir-
ing freeze, arranged for early 
retirements and in all put 175 
separate measures into effect 
before the hard economic 
times became apparent. As a 
result, it has been able to avoid 
layoffs and cuts to county pro-
grams. 

In short, early pessimism 
spared the county from the 
state's financial fate. 

"The county was being con-
servative," Van Pelt said. "We 
would rather plan for the 

Expense Budget 
For Fiscal Year 2005 

Other 

Transportation 
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Community 
Health 

25% • -\ ' 
\ Revenue 
1 Sharing 
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TOTAL: $39.9 Billion 
Education spending represents over 

37% of the total state budget. 

Source: OBDGG, CM, 10/22/04 

Michigan's 
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+ Insurance 
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Various taxes provide 58% of total state revenues, 
while 3!% comes from the Federal Government. 

Source: Office of Revenue and Tax Analysis, Michigan Department o f Treasury 
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worst-case scenario and be 
pleasantly surprised than have 
a shortfall." 

Conversely, she said the state 
has been too optimistic about 
the direction of the economy 
and Lansing is paying for it 
now. State leaders assumed the 
economy would turn around 
and generate more jobs, some-
thing that hasn't happened. 

"Now, they estimate it will 
take 40 quarters, 10 years, to 

recover (jobs) to year 2000 
levels," she said. 

With the general fund bal-
ance, the school aid fund bal-
ance and the budget stabiliza-
tion fund gone, she doesn't 
know how the state is going to 
pull out of its current crisis. 
She likened the situation to a 
person who is raiding their 
savings to keep up with 
expenses without considering 
cutting the amount of outgoing 

. p . ; : 

cash. Privatization might help •••• I 
the state. Van Pelt mentioned . / 
Oakland County has saved 
quite a bit of money by out- ...-o 
sourcing food service in the jail 
system. What concerns her is 
the suspicion that's not the -< 
route the state will take. r ,;;i 

"We're concerned that the -; u a 
longer they wait to address t h e ^ I 
problem, the more likely it is 
that they'll turn to revenues," t.yo 
she said. 

-rr«i i 
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Grand Opening! 
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that. They see there's a budget 
problem and they go about 
whacking." 

As far as the state's promise 
to spare schools any cuts in 
state aid, even though there's a 
$100 million shortfall in the 
School State Aid Fund, Yack 
was skeptical. 

"Typically the School Aid 
Fund is in a deficit mode, so 
they transfer from the general 
fund to the school fund," he 
said. "Then there's a hole they 
have to plug in the general 
fund. When you start to have 
hold-harmless areas the size of 

the school aid ftmd, to balance 
the books you're going to have 
to decimate state services and 
some local revenue sharing." 

While Yack said Canton will 
weather the storm, that doesn't 
mean that everything is busi-
ness as usual. 

"We'll just continue not hir-
ing," he said. "We continue to 
get 1,500 new residents a year 
and the folks who work for the 
township will just have to work 
harder. Our goal is to maintain 
what we have. We're not 
adding any new projects." 

One new project not being 
added is the plan to develop 
Patriot Park, the 130-acre site 
at Ford and Ridge roads. 

"That's not even on the hori-
zon," he said. "To fully develop 
it would cost about $8 million. 
Even if it were $2 million we 
wouldn't do it. We'll maintain 
what we have, making sure the 
roofs don't leak and the park-
ing lots are taken care of." 

He said they are also cutting 
corners where they can. 

"We lost our golf pro at 
Pheasant Run," he said. "We've 
eliminated that slot. We've 
given some additional respon-
sibilities to a couple of people 
and gave them a small raise. 
That probably saved us about 
§60,000 to S70,000." 

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 
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• Canton's »nlv -winery • Create a batch of your own wine 
• Ml wiih -»IJ in <>ur store is to your specifications (i.e. Oak. 

Sweetening, sulfites) 

FANTASTIC PRIZES AWARDED DAILY 
Dec. 12 - Free Wine Tasting Party for^O with 

Hors d'oeuvres w w 

Dec. 13 - Pinplayer Golf -
Free Golf Lesson 
($75 Value) 

Dec. 14 - Ice Wine Gift Basket 
Dec. 15 - Batch of Gold 

Medallion Wine 

f / A \ \ ' \ \ R'S C \ 1 T AK 

F R E E 
Wine Tasting 

Parties by 
Appointment 

lltifiiliiy Hours: 
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Jh.-fri / / <S: 
Stil. U-5: SUM. U-f 
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GRAND PRIZE 
Luxury Condominium 

accommodations 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
Awarded on December 24, 2004 

No Purchase Necessary • Need Not Be 
Present to Win! 

Buy 3 Bottles, Buy 6 Bottles, 

Santa I q w z v s . . . 

where to find the Bestgifts' 

\ 

M M T H E F I N i i S T Q U A L I T Y 
& S l J i j g g O N 

N e c k ! a t c s 
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Manufacturers of Pine Jewelry Since 1944 
Graduate_Gemologist, Donald E. Bush 

509 Ann Arbor lraii • Between Lilley & Main Street 
Plymouth • 734-455-3030 

mix and match 
tops and bottoms 

See store for details. 

M A U R I C E S 
New Towne Plaza • Canton 

Maurices Take Ten Card 
Sign up, f i l l your card, and saw ! 

Member FD1C 

Baker's Dozen 

I C E W I N E 
Buy 12, get 13th for 

It 
E x p i r e s 1 2 - 3 1 - 0 4 

excludes ice wine 
E x p i r e s 1 2 - 3 1 - 0 4 

SALE: Now through December ig! 
* 

Maurices Gift Card Maurices Credit Card 
You pick the amount ($5 or mote) and Shop, buy. wear now! Apply today and get 
they pick out what they want to weai. off with apptoved c iedi t application. 

Sizes t h a t Satisfy. XS t o XXL and 1/2 t o 17/18. Mosf Styles. Men's apparel available in select stores. 

Catch a Rising Star 
CD with interest 

rates that rise!* 

New liberty 
Bank 

Now you can invest up to two years with 
increasing interest rates...guaranteed. 
A two-year CD with four six-month 
intervals allows you the option to 
withdraw your funds at the end of each 
interval—without penalty. Or you can 
keep your investment right where it is 
and watch your Rising Star CD* grow at 
a higher rate of interest. 

New Liberty Bank 
1333 W. Ann Arbor Rd • Plymouth J 
(734)455-1511 •www.newlibertybank.com | 

"No public funds, 2-year'terra. Early withdrawal penalty will be imposed unless withdrawal- is made within ! 0 calendar days after the end of any --

interval. $500 minirrtumdeposit is required to open (he account. N o additional deposits can be made to the account. Initial interest rate is 2 .40%; 

for the first six-month--interval. 'Hie interest rate for the second six-month interval is 2.90%. The interest rate for the third six-month interval is , 

-340%. The interest rate for the find six-month interval is 3.90%.TIiese interest rates result in a composite annual perceutage yield (APY) o f 

3.20% for the two-year term. This offer may change without notice. 
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Alyssa Macintosh, 13, of Westland has her face painted as a Dalmatian by 
Janice Priest, who was Lovely the Clown at the Burger Center winter carnival. 

Christmas delight 
Burger carnival has Disney theme 

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

'When you wish upon a star, 
it makes no difference who you 
are." 

Those song lyrics from 
Pinocchio were especially mean-
ingful at the annual holiday car-
nival at Burger Center for 
S^jidents of Autism Thursday, 
where those famous lyrics were 
the event's theme. 

"There are different stars in 
our world," said Colleen Polin, 
Burger teacher and chairwoman 
of the carnival committee. At 
•Ejurger, the 350 students and 
200 staff members are stars, 
too, she said. 

The school became a feast for 
the senses as hallways, class-
rooms, multipurpose room and 
gym were transformed into 
hubs of activity. 

There was a variety of craft-
making activities, a petting 
farm, Detroit Tiger Nate 
Robertson autographing base-
balls and other items, face 
painting, visits with Santa, 
inflatable toys students could 
play inside of and even pinbail 
machines. 

Judy Walsh, one of Burger's 
associate directors, said many of 
the activities actually were les-
sons in disguise. 

"A lot of the activities involve 
sharpening skills that a lot of 

Fooc and ankle problems can literally 

alter, o r even ruin, a person ' s lifestyle, 

Dr. T a m m y Gephar t is a specialist in the 

prevent ion , ca re and cure of f o o t and 

ank le p rob lems , offering both conserv-

• ative a n d surgical p rocedures for 

t r ea tment . 

As a pod ia trie surgeon-, Dr. G e p h a r t 

also has a s t rong interest in spor t s 

i n j u r i e s , arid w o r k s in g e n e r a l p o d i . i f r v , 

mJ fib1'"'?' Hmh 
v'i 1 v 

Credentials: 
• Graduate of Ohio College of 

Podiatric Medicine 

• Surgical Residency: Northport VA 
Medical Center 

"* Member American College of Foot 
and Ankle Surgeons 

• Studied with Dr. John Burzotta, 
Foot/Ankle Specialist, New York Jets 

• Member American Podiatric Medical 
Association 

• Member Michigan Podiatric Medical 
Assocation 

• Member The American Diabetes 
Association 

• HIPPA Compliant 

For a confidential consu l ta t ion , call: 

Dr. T a m m y Gephar t , D.P .M. 

A S S O C I A T E S IN P O D I A T R Y 
O F M I C H I G A N , PLLC 
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Shawn Agge, 7, c o u l d n ' t wai t t o ta lk t o Santa. 

kids need to work on," Walsh 
said, referring to fine motor 
skills, writing and dealing with 
the concepts of ' in" and "on." 

By making personalized gift 
bags, frosting cookies, stringing 
beads onto yarn to make neck-
laces and coloring gingerbread 
houses, they had a chance to 
sharpen these skills. 

The Jack Russo family and 
Larry Berman are benefactors 
for the annual carnival. A big 
"thank you" for their generosity 
was prominently displayed 
inside the gym. 

The Russos have been, provid-
ing spring and Christmas par-
ties and helping with projects at 
the center for more than 15 
years. They became involved in 
the center after Jack heard 
about it from his barber, who 
had a relative at Burger. 

"They (donate the mojiey) out 
of the goodness of their hearts," 
Polin said, adding that they do 
not have children in school. 

Polin said a highlight of the 
event was former student 
Michael Gilbert, 26, singing 
"What a Wonderful World." 

Cody Chef t , 9, made a penguin mask 
at the w in te r carn iva l . 

"He sounded just like 
Satchmo," she said. 

Ken Kajowski was one of an 
estimated 100 volunteers and 
helpers at the carnival. He was 
guiding students through the 
process of frosting sugar cook-
ies. His daughter, Natalie 
Kajowski, is a teacher at the 
Burger Annex. 

Garden City High School Key Club members dressed in Disney costumes for the 
Burger Center Winter Carnival. With a theme of 'When You Wish Upon a Star,' 
linsey Dodge came as Bessie from 'Down on the Range' (from left), Kristy Wilson 
as Jafar f rom 'Aladdin' and Matt Fitzgibbon as the Genie from 'Aladdin.' : ' 
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T-N-T ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTIONS 
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* 

The honesty of the students 
always moves him, he said. 

"What you see with them is 
what you get." he said. 

He wasn't the only one notic-
ing the candor of the Burger 
students. Gordy Do rev, Vietnam 
veteran and member of 
Vietnam Veterans of America s 
Plymouth-Canton chapter, said 
that showing up in uniform was 
a good conversation stnrter for 
t h e k i d s . 

' 1 •' 

T h j i n k e d u-- ;• >. • .n 

co'.intn, xii-i 1 <>>nnt_'r 

Marine who served 1968-1969. 
Garden City High School Key 

Club members dressed in cos-
tume for the event. 

"I think all the arts and crafts . 
(are the best part of the event)," 
said Key Club member Brittany 
Mouzourakis. Polin said an esti-
mated 650 people, including 
Burger's 350 students from 
throughout Wayne County, 200 
staff members and 100 volun-
teers made the event a success. 

V\ <• wanted to create a day 
that the children will remember 
forever," she said. 

Look for the Haj>£g Holiday Tags thfougtout the sfom 
'to Iresf youfselfio gmt swings this ftoltffgy season.' g 

Up in 50% OFF on selected ifsmsl " I 

play It Again Snorts, 42&TS Ford M . , Canton. M\48187 • 734-844-8591 
Play 11 Again Sports, 18809 Eureka M., Southgate, m 48195 * 734-284-7488 

get m sdtiM $5,83 9(1 a $2518 nsrta « idm ii i 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 
Larry Franks Band • Dinner Specials 

7 D a y s . . N Y STRIP . . . $10 .95 

M o n fr S a t . . . .PRIME RIB. . . .$9 .95 

Fri..llam-llpm..All You Can Eat. .FISH ,$7.95 

DINNER SPECIALS EVERY NIGHT AFTER 4 PM 

• JOIN US FOR LUNCH * 
Lunch Specials under S6 

Morula y - Friday 1 lam-4pm 
N Y S T R I P S T E A K 8 o z $5 .95 

SOUP MAUI- FRESH EVERY MORNING! 

£ m e . E N T E R T A I N M E N T 
Thur 8:30 pm-12:30 am • Sat 9:30 pm-l :30 am 

S U N D A Y 
N F L T I C K E T ! 

G A M E S P E C I A L S 

Qoaa^-OUU! 

44282 Warren Road • Canton 
Fax # 734-416-0620 7 3 4 - 4 1 6 - 0 8 8 0 

<m. P®ss®«ter 18fu H l i f t t®§4> 
§to@wti»s§ 1 put H i pro * 

ill U m f o u * Vftssg# f t o i t ? M 

_____ on the corner of Cherry Hill & Ridge Rd in Canton 

Tickets $18 Group & School Discounts Available 

Tickets may be purchased at these participating locations: 

Central City Dance 459-0400 Bee's Costume 421-8855 
Dancewear Gallery 207-7730 Lynch's Dance Supply 425-1601 

Tickets will no: be sold the day of the show. For more information call: 734-459-0400 
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Register for Classes 
Beginning in January 

Award W i n n i n g AN 
Boys Classes 

Recreational & 
Compet i t ive Programs 

Call o r . ; : 4F into 

734-459-0400 
8004 Sheldon Road • Canton 

Home of the Central City 
Christmas Spectacular! 

www.centralcitydance.com 

Get the personal checking 
account without the asterisk. 

New Liberty 
Bank 

. Member FDIC 

New Location! 
1333 W. A n n Arbor Rd • P l y m o u t h 

www.NewLibe r tyBank .com 

( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 5 - 1 5 1 1 

Please see a customer service representative fo r details 
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r -

http://www.hometotvhlife.com
http://www.centralcitydance.com
http://www.NewLibertyBank


www.hometowniife.com SUNDAY PERSPECTIVES O b s e r v e r & E c c e n t r i c | S u n d a y , D e c e r r b e r 1 2 , 2 0 0 4 (LWReGc-A9)(CP) AH 

rs a real jungle out there 
for overtaxed MHS workers 
Jan Cantle has coped with 

snakes and swans and 
your odd peacock, potbel-

lied pigs and legions of iguanas. 
But she won't ever forget the 

armadillo. "Someone in 
Westland was keeping it in a 
drawer and it tunneled out," so 
eventually it was brought, as 
a j e thousands of illegal or dis-
carded exotic pets, to the 
Michigan Humane Society's 
wildlife department in this 
northern Detroit suburb. 

; It is safe to say that when she 
was a little girl in England, Jan, 

' who now 
manages the 
Humane 
Society's 
Rochester 
Hills shelter, 
never imag-
ined she 
would be 
dealing with 
the problems 
of a south-
western 
mammal far 
away from his 
native soil. 

But she was resourceful. 

She found a sanctuary in 
Oklahoma that would agree to 
take the 'dillo, who by that time 
everyone was calling Chuck. 
Finding an airline that would 
take him was a trifle harder, 
but one finally surfaced. 
Armadillos, however, have to 
fly in a specially made carrier of 
a precise size. So they found 
someone to build one. 

Then all tha t mattered was 
Chuck's ticket — $200 or so — 
and he was. off. 

"That's one story that has a 
happy ending," she laughed 
with a lilting British accent. 
Too many other stories don't. 

For in this throwaway society, 
too many people regard ani-
mals as disposable. If Easter is 
the season people buy pet 
bunny rabbits, this is the sea-
son they dump them off at the 
Humane Society. 

"We keep all the ones we 
have space for," she said. 
Thirteen came in one recent 
day. Jennifer Sullivan, a young 
woman who gave up a real 
salary and a potential career in 

TV production to work for the 
Humane Society, became a fos-
ter parent to a mother and four 
babies, taking them to her 
small apartment so they would-
n't have to be destroyed. 

Welcome to Michigan's Ellis 
Island for animals. Tragically, 
their efforts amount to barely a 
drop in the bucket. Contrary to 
what most people believe, the 
Michigan Humane Society, 
which serves perhaps 100,000 
animals annually on a shoe-
string budget of $10 million, 
doesn't get a dime of tax dol-
lars. 

Instead it "depends 100 per-
cent on the support of individu-
als as well as businesses," said 
Cal Morgan, the Society's exec-
utive director. 

"Without this support, we 
would not be able to continue 
our cruelty investigation and 
rescue services or animal shel-
tering operations," he said. Not 
to mention the humane educa-
tion programs or veterinary 
services, he added. 

Nor do they really operate 
statewide. People can and do 
bring in animals, particularly 
injured wild animals, from as 
far away as Traverse City or 
Monroe. Some dogs even came 
in as a result of the Florida hur-
ricanes. But their anti-cruelty 
"animal cops," who are featured 
regularly on TVs Animal 
Planet, only venture into 
Detroit, Highland Park and 
Hamtramck. 

They have three major shel-
ters, in Detroit, Rochester Hills 
and Westland, where they serve 

" perhaps 100,000 animals a 
year. But that's just a drop in 
the ocean, noted Amy Johnson, 
the Society's volunteer coordi-
nator and community relations 
specialist. The state is being 
overrun with colonies of feral 
(wild) cats. 

"The estimates are that there 
are as many feral cats as house 
cats in the country," she said. 
Many are sick and ill-nour-
ished. Even their kittens cannot 
be domesticated in any real 
sense. When they come to the 
shelter, they have to be put 
down, as do any and all pit 
bulls. "No, not all of them are 

vicious, but they have been 
bred for fighting," said Jennifer 
Rowell, who manages the 
Detroit shelter, where animals 
are crammed into every nook 
and cranny of a century-old 
building where the Humane 
Society has been sheltering ani-
mals since the depths of the 
Great Depression. 

For some, there is a happy 
ending. Nearly all the puppies 
and kittens considered adopt-
able go home with someone, 
minus their ability to repro-
duce. In the last few years, 
there seem to be fewer unwant-
ed puppies being born, though 
the lives of many are nasty, 
brutish and short in the grim 
streets of Detroit, where large 
sums are bet in secret, illegal 
exhibitions where pit bull terri-
ers fight to the death. 

But the Michigan Humane 
Society, which is in the process 
of building a new shelter in 
Westland, needs all the help it 
can get. Log on to www.michi-
ganhumane.org and get a load 
of what it needs, and how you 
can help. Or call (248) 852-
7420. One minor way is by not 
keeping so-called exotic ani-
mals. Every year, the Society 
has to dispose of many unwant-
ed baby alligators, who have no 
business in Michigan. 

As for Chuck the armadillo ... 
some time later, Jan Cantle got 
a picture from Oklahoma. Not 
of Chuck, but of ahole he had 
dug for himself. Not a hole in a 
dresser drawer, or in a cage, but 
in his natural climate. And 
every time she thinks of that, it 
makes her happy. 

Elephant update: Remember 
Wanda and Winky, the ele-
phants the Detroit Zoo wanted 
to send to a sanctuary, a move 
opposed by the American Zoo 
and Aquarium Association, 
which wanted to send them to 
Columbus? Detroit won, and 
the pachyderms will live out 
their old age in a sanctuary in 
California. 

Jack Lessenberry is ed i to r ia l vice 
president of HomeTown 
Communicat ions. He can be reached 
by phone at (248) 901-2561 or by e-mai l 
at j lessenberry@homecomm.net . 

A playful 'animal companion' » 
adopts a couple of 'guardians'! 

pparently "pet owner" we'd better keep him. the sun, stretching, yawningH pparently "pet owner" 
is politically incorrect. 

4 

Hugh 

Gallagher 

A helpful press release from 
the Michigan Humane 
Society gives tips on how 
"companion animal 
guardians" should care for 
their "companion animals" 
during winter's cold and nasty 
weather. 

I under-
stand. The 
new phras-
ing is more 
accurate if a 
bit tortuous 
to get the 
tongue 
around. If 
cats could 
laugh, 
Buddy 
would be 
rolling in 
the aisles 

(or at least on the grass) at 
the notion that he was owned 
by anybody. 

Five years ago, my wife and 
I had just returned from a 
long autumn weekend up 
north. Sitting on the porch 
was a handsome orange and 
white cat. He was strikingly 
good looking with a soft but-
terscotch back coat and snow 
white front. His face, with 
large green eyes and a flaw-
less blend of his two-tone col-
oring, was richly expressive. 

"Where did you come 
from?" my wife asked. That 
was probably the tipping 
point. Once a conversation 
was started and she stared 
into those green eyes, she was 
hooked. 

The cat held back a bit. He 
seemed healthy and well 
cared for, obviously some-
body's pet (sorry, companion). 
We went to the store to get 
some canned food to feed 
him, thinking he'd wander 
back home. Then day after 
day we'd come home to find 
him emerging from under our 
front porch, waiting for his 
new friends and his food. 

We took him into the 
house. We searched for his 
"guardians" with ads, phone 
calls. As October turned into 
chilly November, we decided 

we'd better keep him. 
From the first I called him 

buddy, little buddy, bud. So 
after my wife suggested just 
calling him cat and I suggest-
ed some overly sentimental 
moniker, she said, "You call 
him Buddy, so Buddy it is." 

We took Buddy to the vet, 
who confirmed that he was 
about 15 months old, 
neutered and had probably 
had his shots, though we 
revaccinated him. He knew 
what a litter box was all 
about. He scratched, but he 
wasn't destructive. He didn't 
hiss. He was polite, playful, 
intelligent. 

Cats don't drape you with 
love the way a dog will do. 
They don't suck up to you, 
waiting for you to give a little 
in return. But not all cats are 
aloof, indifferent, cold-blood-
ed animals as some would 
have you believe, 

Buddy knew friends when 
he saw them. He adopted us, 
not the other way around. 

He enjoyed the outdoors, 
but he was obviously more an 
indoor cat. We didn't feel 
right keeping him indoors all 
the time, so we worked out a 
deal. He's mostly an indoor 
cat who goes out. 

Outdoors, he maintains a 
small kingdom within our 
condominium complex. He 
hangs with a couple of other 
local cats (usually they stare a 
lot at each other, though 
recently I've seen them nuzzle 
affectionately — remember 
he's neutered). He loves flow-
ers, hedges where he can 
hide, a spot on the back porch 
where he can stalk the 
wildlife that he has occasion-
ally captured, given a friendly 
pat and sent on their way. He 
loves to scare himself and 
make mad dashes for the 
door. He has been really 
frightened by a raccoon and 
frightened a few animals him-
self. 

He hates the wind and get-
ting his feet wet, though he 
enjoys a good five minutes out 
in brisk winter air. 

But mostly, he's an indoor 
cat. Like the Beatles, he fol-
lows the sun. He luxuriates in 

the sun, stretching,; 
lapping it in. From the 
ning he's enjoyed playing, 
chasing a feather or a toy 
mouse around the room, 
ing behind a couch and : 
ing to pounce or leaping; 
twisting as the f ea the r ' 
above his head. He will < 
initiate the play, rubbing my,,. 
legs to get my attention then".' 
going to a feather and rolling; 
around with it until I under-
stand it's time to get u p and-, 
play the game (humans can ^ 
be so slow sometimes). He X 
hates vacuum cleaners, but he 
loves to scamper under the 
covers when we make up the 
bed. " / 

At night he often,' but not 
always, joins us and snuggles 
up close after making it clear 
that it is getting late and we 
really should be going to bed. 
Then he wakes up much too 
early and persistently lets us 
know that it's time to get a 
move on it. . , 

He's leery of the grandson? "t 
We believe an unfortunate 
Christmas encounter with a' 

r+ * 
young grand-niece has made 
him permanently wary of lit- ' 
tie children. But there seems T 

to be a bit of jealousy, too. 
So we are definitely not 

owners." Buddy is a friend. 
This time of year, many f 

people like to "bujj> a "pet" for; 
their children. But the new 
terminology makes it clear " f « 
that we're really guardians of 
companions for whom we 
have a responsibility. 
Christmas is probably a little 
too chaotic for introducing an 
animal into family life. And 
it's never the children that 
"guard" the new family mem-
ber. 

The Humane Society advis- • 
es giving instead an IOU and 
selecting a new companion 
(preferably from a shelter) 
after the holidays. 

Then go and select the right 
companion to adopt you. 

> 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing 
editor of the Observer Newspapers. 
He can be reached by phone at (734)' 
953-2149, by e-mail at -
hga i l aghe r@oe.homecomm.ne t . or 
by fax at (734) 591-7279. 

Celebrating Our 17th Year of Service 
to the Metro Area! 
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"Buy Direct 4 

from the Manufacturer 
and SAVE! 

Certified Fabricators for Corian, Gibraltar, 
Formica, Wilsonart, Pionite & Nevamar 

Call for a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE... (734) 542-1900 or 1-888-7DESIGN 

HaMECREST 
A B I N T R 

Kitchen and Bath Cabinetry iesigns 
-Traditional and Contemporary 
-Maple, Cherry, Oak and Hickory 
plus White and Silk Thermofoil. 

M i l 
KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM, INC. 

Licensed & insured 

13245 Newburgh (Just S. o f I -96) ® Livonia 
For all your kitchen & bath needs 

OE 00377707 | 
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ve an extra 10% when you open a Parisian account - no exclus' 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-B185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 1 0:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 1 1:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST.American Express not accepted with phone orders. 
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 10-9, Mon.-Thurs. 8-10, Fri. 8-11, Sat. 6-11. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, 

the American E x p r e s s Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE !N LIVONIA, 
CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. Percentages off regular prices or origin^ onces. as shown. Actual savmgs may exceea stated percentage off, 

•Rwyuiar' an. 1 "Orign >*l prices reffec? oŴ rmg prices which m/iy not r>av© rasuitecJ »n actual safes. MeicM&ndise sanction may vary troni ora© store to anotne* 
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Ed Wright, e d i t o r 
(734 ) 953-2108 

Fax ( 7 3 4 ) 591-72/fe 
ewright@oe.homecomm.r^t 

Canton's 'D' silences Wildcats. 40-24 
BY ED WRIGHT 
STAFF WRITER 

Canton's basketball t eam used a mem-
orable defensive effort Friday night to 
put the brakes on a forgettable losing 
streak to Novi. 

The Chiefs thoroughly frustrated the 
smaller Wildcats and ran off with a 40 -
24 victory. Novi had knocked off Canton 
in the two teams' four previous meet-
ings, including the most-recent match-
up in last season's 2004 Class A district 
tournament . 

Novi sank just nine shots f r o m the 

field against a defense that featured 
unyielding perimeter pressure and t h e 
interior dominance of senior post play-
ers Kevin Thorn ton and Julian Smith. 

"That was the best defensive game 
we've played in the two years I've been 
here," said Canton coach Charlie Paye. 
"With Kevin and Jul ian back there, it 
allows our guards to pu t good pressure 
on their perimeter players; 

"Kevin played very well tonight . Even 
.when he doesn't score a lot, he has an 
effect on the game wi th his defensive 
presence and shot-blocking ability. H e 
did a nice job of offensive rebounding 

tonight, too. He really went t o the glass 
well." 

Thornton (16 points, 16 rebounds and 
four blocks) and Smith (10 and 5) were a 
two-man wrecking crew in t h e paint for 
the Chiefs. Most of their points came 
after they received passes f r o m Canton 
guards Andy Cortellini, David Calille 
and Jason Houdek, who broke down the 
Wildcats' defense with regularity. 

"We didn't play well at all, bu t their 
two big guys had a lot to do with that," 
said Novi coach Pat Schluter. "They got 
way too many offensive rebounds, plus 
they were getting most of the loose balls. 

"I thought we played a decent defen-
sive game, b u t offensively we have a lot 
of work to do." 

Calille finished wi th nine points and 
six rebounds for Canton. 

Senior guard Anthony Harb in paced 
the Wildcats with 10 points. He was the 
lone Novi player t o h i t double-figures in 
scoring. It appeared as if 6-5 senior cen-
ter Mark Moore was going to have a pro-
ductive night when h e scored six quick 
points in t h e second quarter. But 
Thornton and Smith were ins t rumental 
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Plymouth's D.J. Coleman scrambles for a loose ball during the first half of Friday night's game against Lincoln Park. The hurtling Coleman finished with 13 
points and five steals in the Wildcats' 54-40 victory. 

No problem 
Inexperienced 'Cats 
hammer Railsplitters 

BY ED WRIGHT 
STAFF WRITER 

Inexperience and the lack of senior 
leadership could pose problems for 
the underclassmen-only Plymouth 
basketball t e a m as it perseveres 
through its challenging schedule this 
season. 

But it was t h e Wildcats who m a d e 
life problematic for more-seasoned 
Lincoln Park Friday night in their 54-
4 0 victory in t h e Plymouth High 
School gymnasium. 

The win boosted Plymouth's record 
to 2-1. The game was the season-
opener for the Railsplitters. 

"It's nice to win, bu t we still have a 
long way to go," admit ted Plymouth 
coach Tom Van Wagoner. "We had 
decent ball movement against thei r 
zone, bu t we shot poorly f rom the 

PLEASE SEE HAMMER, B2 

Top football 
coach gives 
seniors nod 

' .V 

See All-Area Football team, Page B4. 

BY BRAD EM0NS 
STAFF WRITER 

•i" 

Observerland Coach 6f the Year 
John Filiatraut deflects much of the 
credit away from himself when it 
comes to the success of Livonia 

Churchill's 2 0 0 4 foot-
ball team. 

The 8-4 Chargers 
earned their first play-
off berth since 1978 
and reached the third 
round of the Division 
I state playoffs before 
falling to Sterling 

Filiatraut Heights Stevenson. 

Filiatraut, however, 
certainly deserves accolades as he 
guided the Chargers to their first win-
ning season since 1986 and their first 
win over rival Livonia Stevenson since 
1989 (in the first roundjof the play-
offs). "We had two ingredients," 
Filiatraut said. "First, we had a senior 
heavy, great class, a good bunch of 
decent kids who played well together. 

"And we also had a great staff, 
which was kept entirely together f rom 
the previous year. They work as hard 
as anybody in our league and they 
enjoy kids." 

Among those on Filiatraut's varsity 
staff is offensive coordinator Floyd 
Carter, who has over 29 years as a 
head coach at Wayne Memorial and 
Dearborn Heights Crestwood; broth-
er-in-law Ron Targosz, who played 
with Filiatraut on Dearborn Divine 
Child's 1985 state Class B champi-
onship team; Matt Fryer, who spends 
endless hours with the players in the 
weight room; and Dave Simpson. 

Two men had a profound impact on 
Filiatraut, who coached four seasons 
at Divine Child before taking over the 
head coaching spot at Churchill when 
he replaced Steve Naumcheff. 

One was former Divine Child head 
coach Wes Wishart, along wi th former 
Melvindale head coach and former 
DC defensive coordinator Dale 
Sawicki. 

Chief icers outskate Knights, 8-2 
The Walled Lake Northern Knights 

got kinged by the Canton hockey t e a m 
Friday night at the Arctic Edge Ice 
Arena. 

The Chiefs scored three goals in bo th 
the second and thi rd periods on the way 
to a rousing 8-2 victory over the over-
matched Knights. The win improved 
Canton's record to 4-1 overall and 3-1 in 
the Western Lakes Activities 
Association. 

Canton led jus t 2-1 after one period 
before the onslaught ensued over t h e 
final 30 minutes. 

Three Chiefs tu rned in two-goal 
games: Paul Stevens, Bryan Wioncek 

j and Brad Barath. 
Stevens added two assists and 

Wioncek had one helper, 
Pat Gallagher and Mike Kondratek 

scored the final two goals for the Chiefs. 
Tony Hylko and Jon Bonham split 

t ime in net for the winners. 
On Wednesday, Reece McCabe scored 

three t imes and added one assist as the 
Chiefs downed host Livonia Franklin (2-
1,1-1) in a WLAA-Western Division 
game at Eddie Edgar Arena. 

Pat Davison and Kondratek'also 
scored for Canton, which pulled away in 
the final period with a pair of goals. 
Wioncek contributed three assists. 

Hylko was stellar in net, stopping 25 
of 27 Franklin shots. 

Franklin tallied both of its goals in the 
second period, cutting the deficit to 3-2 

at 12:52 on Dan Kozlowski's power-play 
goal f rom Steve South and goalie Austin 
Mesler (19 saves). Mat t Sgriccia also 
scored a power-play goal at 8:21 of the 
same period f r o m Garrett Radford and 
Alex Chisholm. 

Franklin played t h e final three min-
utes short-handed. 

"All the boys skated hard and played 
hard, bu t we made too many mistakes," 
said Franklin coach Terry Jobbitt , whose 
t eam converted only two-of-nine power-
play chances. 

Canton had six power-plays. 
The Chiefs re tu rn to the ice 

Wednesday when they host cross-cam-
pus rival Salem in an 8 p.m. game at the 
Arctic Edge Ice Arena. 

Slam sandwich 
Belleville notches 2nd 
win vs. WLAA opponent 

BY BRAD EMONS 
STAFF WRITER 

Belleville m a d e its second stop on its tour of the 
Western Lakes Activities Association Friday night at 
Westland John Glenn and won another boys basket-
ball game in convincing fashion, 76-58. 

The state-ranked Tigers, who opened their season 
last Tuesday wi th a 61-35 t r iumph over visiting 
Salem, can complete their hat trick of WLAA with a 
win this Tuesday at Wayne Memorial . 

Glenn, which stayed close for a half, dropped to 0 -
2 on the year. 
' But the Rockets simply had no answers for 
Belleville's ta lented junior duo of Leon Freeman, 
who finished with a game-high 33 points, and .. 
Tommie Clark, who added 20. 

Glenn's senior forward Barry Eberhard t scored 
eight of his team-high 20 points in the first quarter 
as the Rockets led 16-12. 

But the tide t u r n e d late in t h e first half when 
coach Mike Krogel elected to play a zone defense. 

"We worked on it a lot for two reasons," Krogel 
said of the zone. "Number one, t eams zone us a lot. 
And number two, it's gotten us ou t of problems in 
the past. Last year we got a win against (Detroit) 
DePorres with it, and we also used it against Detroit 
Redford with success." 

In the zone, Belleville decided to f ron t the 6-6 
Eberhardt and it worked to perfection, particularly 
in the third quar te r as the Tigers, w h o led 29-26, 

PLEASE SEE BELLEVILLE, B3 
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Belleville's Tommie Clark slams home two of his 20 points in Friday night's 76-58 tri-
umph over Westland John Glenn. 

Szczechowskif 
excels 

Plymouth resident ; 
Stefani Szczechowski, a 
former Al l-State goalie ; 
for.Livonia Ladywood 
and a current net-minder 
at the University of 
Wisconsin, was named to 
the Big Ten Conference's 
All-Academic team 
recently. 

Szczechowski, a sopho-
more majoring in eng i - . 
neering, recorded two 
shutouts in her f ive 
starts th is season. The 
soccer standout was 
voted Ati-State three 
t imes white at Ladywood. 

Mart in Samarco and Ty 
Scott had 27 and 26 
points, respectively, for 
Schoolcraft College 
Friday night as the 
Oceiots blasted the host 
Alma College JV team. 

Courtney Williams (18 
points), Jamaal Lock (16) 
and Jarred Axon (10) also 
reached double-digits for 
v is i t ing Schoolcraft (9-1K 

The Ocelots led 53-31: 
at the intermission. 

Belleville's Mart in 
Samarco scored a game-
high 29 points on 12-of-15 
shooting f rom the f loor in 
Wednesday's Schoolcraft 

College (8-

over 
/ visit-
ing 

Lewis 
Business 

College of Detroit (4-6). 
Jamaal Lock added 18 

points, seven rebounds 
and six blocks for the vic-
tor ious Ocelots, who led 
45-29 at halft ime. 

Other contr ibut ions 
came f rom Ty Scott, 17 
points and five rebounds; 
Courtney Williams, 15 / 
points and nine 
rebounds; Genois Safford 
(Wayne Memorial), 10 
points and six steals); 
Jarred Axon, eight 
points; and Glenn Garrant 
(Livonia Clarenceville), 
six points and seven 
rebounds. 

Schoolcraft shot 57.3 
percent f rom the f loor 
(43-of-75), including 7-of-
15 f rom three-point 
range. The Ocelots made 
12-of-18 free throws (66 
percent). 

Lady Crusaders win 
A balanced offensive 

attack l i f ted Madonna 
University's women's \ 
basketball team to a 75-
59 v ic tory Wednesday 
night over host Wayne 
State University. 

Leading the Lady 
Crusaders (4-7) were 
Amy Henry and Sarah 
Thomson, who both reg-
istered 16 points. Adding 
11 each were Stephanie 
Childs and Lydia 
Prusinowski, while 
Martina Franklin and 
Jackie Pingston chipped; 
in with eight apiece. 

For the Lady Warriors 
(2-5), Nicole Rogers and-. 
Kristen Rogers tal l ied , \ 
seven and six points, 
respectively. 

Madonna ied 43 -38 at 
the intermission and 
broke the game wide 
open in the second half. 
The Lady Crusaders 
helped thei r cause by hi t -
t ing on 5 0 percent of 
their shots f rom the f loor 
(28-56). 

.. ,* < 
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clarenceville too much for PCA Salem's comeback bid falls 
just short vs. Monroe, 61-57 

BY RICHARD L. SHOOK 
j ; . CORRESPONDENT 

( Speed isn't a great equalizer 
iii basketball, it's a great edge. 

Livonia Clarenceville h a d the 
qjjickness advantage Friday 
night and used it to outrace 
Plymouth Christian Academy, 
63-47. 

"We're going t o out-quick a 
lcit of people," coach Kevin 
Murphy of Clarenceville (2-0) 
s^id. "We fly to t h e ball pret ty 
gbod" 

"We didn't do a good job of 
handling the basketball," 
Coach Doug Taylor of 
Plymouth Christian (1-1) said. 
"Tney ended up dictating the 
te |hpo in the first half." 

The visiting Trojans sped to 
a 30 -20 half t ime lead and 
withstood a s trong thi rd-quar-
ter push by the Eagles. 

Plymouth Christian got a 
b$£ket and a pair of free 
throws f rom leading scorer 
Aaron Ciborowski (21 points) 
to cut the deficit to 30-24 1:20 
into the second half. 

But Bruno Shkreli made a 
layup and Ray Gardner m a d e a 
three-pointer to keep 
Clarenceville in control. 

"As bad as we handled t h e 
ball in the first half, we were 
only down 10," Taylor said. 
"The thi rd quar ter was our bes t 
quarter. We m a d e three or four 
good passes at the start of the 
thi rd quarter. We were more 
patient. 

"But then we got sucked 
back into playing the game at 
Clarenceville's pace." 

-The Trojans re-fashioned a 

The visiting Trojans sped to a 

30-20 halftime lead. 

41-30 margin b u t then missed 
five straight shots, three of 
t hem three-pointers, and the 
Eagles got a three-point play 
f rom Ciborowski and a triple 
f r o m Stephen Sumner to close 
t o 41-37. 

Donnie Carson, who led 
Clarenceville with 22 points, 
drove the lane for a stabilizing 
layup with 25 seconds to play 
in the thi rd quar ter and the 
Trojans got a steal leading to a 
layup by Gardner with 14 sec-
onds left and the lead was back 
t o 45-37-

"That took our momentum 
away," Taylor said. 

Gardner played a sharp 
game at the point for 
Clarenceville, which partici-
pates in the Livonia City 
Tournament for its next action. 
Carson also did well on top 
with the ball. 

"Gardner gives us energy," 
Murphy said. "He's seeing the 
floor a lot bet ter than in the 
past. 

"But we've still got a ways to 
go. We can play better. We 
have to, to do bigger things this 
year. We didn't play to our best 
potential. We did play hard, 
however. 

"We missed a lot of layups. 
But then, this is a tough gym to 
shoot in." 

Shkreli scored 10 points and 

Jemere Gainer, w h o did a good 
job defending against 
Ciborowski, added 11. 

Ciborowski scored 11 of his 
points in the thi rd quarter bu t 
the Trojans did a good job of 
neutralizing h im most of the 
time. They ran different 
defenders at h im and tried to 
float someone down f rom the 
perimeter when he got the ball 
down low. 

Sumner scored 13 for 
Plymouth Christian, which 
plays Taylor Light & Life on 
Tuesday, before fouling out 
midway through the fourth 
quarter. Gainer scored five 
points at the start of the four th 
quarter to help Clarenceville 
pad its margin to 50-41 and an 
11-0 run tha t began less than a 
minute later salted the game 
away. 

Plymouth Christian led once, 
3-2, before a 9 - 0 run pu t 
Clarenceville in control. 

"Donnie could have had 30, 
easy," Murphy said. "We did a 
good job in making unselfish 
passes and we out-rebounded 
them. 

"We changed up our defens-
es quite a bit and it took them 
a while to adjust." 

"Even though there was a 
large disparity in t h e final 
score," Taylor said, "both teams 
competed hard and it was a 
well-fought game. 

"We've only got a couple of 
guys back with varsity experi-
ence. But they're doing a good 
job of learning on the fly. 
They're listening and really 
improving." 

BY ED WRIGHT 
STAFF WRITER 

Salem came close to hustling 
its way out of a 15-point hole 
Friday night in its home-open-
ing basketball game against 
Monroe. 

But the Trojans used an 
effective full-court press and a 
distinctive height advantage to 
hold off the Rocks, 61-57. The 
loss dropped Salem to 0 -2 
heading into Tuesday's home 
game against Saline. Monroe 
improved to 1-1. 

"The game was in doubt 
pretty much the entire night." 
Salem coach Bob Brodie. "They 
led by 15 at one point, bu t we 
batt led back to get it down to 
three. I told the guys that I was 

very proud of their effort 
tonight. They played very hard . 
They could have folded the 
ten t when they were down 15, 
b u t they fought back to make it 
close." 

Monroe led jus t 9 -8 after t h e 
opening eight minutes, b u t a 
26-18 second-quarter surge 
gave the Trojans a 35-26 half-
t ime lead. Salem outscored 
Monroe 31-26 over the final 16 
minutes, bu t it was too little, 
too late. 

"We got it down to three a t 
the end, bu t we had t o foul and 
they made some f ree throws," 
Brodie said. "We improved in 
every phase of the game since 
we played Belleville on 
Tuesday. We didn't improve a 
lot, but we definitely played 

better. I told everybody to keep 
thei r heads up." 

Monroe's Pat Harwood led 
all scorers with 20 points . He 
was complemented by team-
mates Joe Thompson and 
Kevin Evans, who b o t h tallied 
12. 

Kyle Price paced a balanced 
Salem scoring attack with 12 
points. Brad Zonca and J.P. 
Truesdell both chipped in with 
11 each. Salem's Kevin Bradley 
grabbed a team-high seven 
rebounds while Joe Halewicz 
dished out five assists for the 
Rocks. Salem canned 14-of-20 
f ree throws (70 percent). 
Monroe hit 18-of-29 (62 per-
cent). 
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in shutt ing h im out the rest of 
the way. 

The game's first three quar-
ters consisted of a series of 
streaks, beginning with an 8-0 
Canton run in the opening 
quar ter t ha t pu t the hosts up 
10-3. 

Novi countered with an 8-0 
run of its own in t h e second 
quar ter to secure a 13-10 lead. 
Canton failed to score over a 
seven-minute stretch that con-
sisted of the final two minutes 
of the first quar ter and the first 

p on the competition 
at Spring Training 2005, a 

national training program. Six 
weeks of advanced hitting and 

pitching instruction for just $95 

Jan. 23 - March 6 
Cabrini HS 

Sessions for grades M2 
Top area coaches • 5:1 ratio 

Great indoor facilities • Baaing cages 
Space in each session is limited 

For details, phone 866-MBA-HITS or visit 

www.BasebaUAcademy.net 

Please recycle 
this newspaper 

uthentic Detroit 
GS JERSEY! 

In Our Classified Section 
day & Sunday to see how you can enter! 
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AAQIfop BROADBAND 
Presents 

COLLEGE HOCKEY 
AT "THE JOE" 

M i i h " / , ' 40th Annual 
Great Lakes Invitational 
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five of the second. 
Smith ended the drought for 

Canton — and star ted a 10-0 
first-half closing streak — with 
a driving finger roll. Two min-
utes later, he rocked the r im 
and the Wildcats' psyche with 
a thundering dunk af ter receiv-
ing a pass f rom Houdek. 

After Canton took a 20-13 
lead into the half, Novi scored 
the first four points of the th i rd 
quarter on a three-point shot 
by Steven Hart and a j u m p e r 
f rom Harbin. The Chiefs then 
outscored the 'Cats 9-1 to take 
a 29-18 advantage into the 
final quarter. 

The Chiefs sealed the victory 
by scoring the initial eight 

points of the four th quar ter to 
build a 37-18 lead. 

Canton shot 35 percent f rom 
t h e field (19-for-54) and 11 per-
cent f rom the f ree- throw line 
(1-fdr-ll). 

Led by Thornton, Smith, 
Calille and Steve Paye (four 
boards), the Chiefs outre-
bounded the Wildcats, 43-19. 

Both teams took care of the 
ball. Novi commit ted jus t 11 
turnovers while the Chiefs had 
10 miscues. 

Canton re turns to action 
TUesday night when it travels 
to unbeaten Redford Union. 
Tip-off is set for 7 p .m. 
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free-throw line ( l l-of-24), 
which let them hang around. 

"We showed good poise at 
t imes tonight and we made 
good decisions with the ball. 
But there were t imes we settled 
for threes when we were out of 
rhythm, which led to a couple 
ugh- shots," 

Plymouth led 15-9 after one 
quarter and 25-21 at the half. 
The Wildcats outscored the 
'Splitters 17-11 in the thi rd 
quarter to secure a comfortable 
42-32 advantage with eight 
minutes to play. 

"We rebounded the ball well 
tonight," Van Wagoner said. 
"We had 30 rebounds, which is 
more than we had in either of 

t h e first two games." 
Junior guard D.J. Coleman 

led the Wildcats wi th 13 points 
and five steals. Josh LeDuc 
net ted 12 points and a team-
high 13 boards while Kulraj 
Sandhu scored 11. Point-guard 
Brent Jones was steady, tally-
ing seven points and six assists. 

"We moved Josh t o the high 
post to get h im the ball more," 
Van Wagoner said. "He's got a 
nice j u m p shot f rom right 
around the f ree- throw line." 

Isiah Beachamp scored 14 to 
pace the Railsplitters. Daniel 
Reyna contributed 10 points. 

The Wildcats play their 
four th consecutive h o m e game 
Tuesday night when they host 
Trenton. 

"That will be a tough game 
for us," Van Wagoner warned. 

ewright@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2108 

TREAT YOURSELF TO AN EARLY HOLIDAY 
www.motorcitybowl.com 

Wed., Dec. 29 
Michigan vs. Michigan Tech • 4:30 PM 

Michigan State vs. New Hampshire • 8:80 

Thu., Dec. 30 
Third Place Game • 4:30 PM 

Championship Game • 8:00 PM 

Joe Louis Arena I 

Tickets are available at the Joe Louis i 
Arena box office, call 313-396-7575 
log on to collegehockeyatthejoe.co 

i AOicityguide 
^ Enter for a chance to win free Tickets at 

www.aoidtyguide.com/detroit/coilegehockey 

C M R Y S L E R 

Presented By 

General Motors. DAIMiERCHRYSLfcR 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 5:30 
FORD FIELD 

UC0NN 
Huskies 

7-4, Big East Conf. 

University 
of Toledo 
Rockets 

MAC Champion 

TICKETS: VIP CLUB LEVEL $55.00 • RESERVED SEATS $45.00 and $25.00 
Purchase tickets in person by visiting the Ford Field ticket office. 

ts by phone call Ticketmaster 248-645-6666 To order tickets 
or visit www.ticketmaster.com OE082S0168 

S NEWEST HOLIDAY TRADITION 

4.2£FI engine, four speed automatic trans, dual zone air conditioning, overhead console, 
' ' . WA~ fl'll iSraiinilnV/ . dual sliding doors, AM/FM stereo cassette. Stock #41554. WAS $29,995 

l U n l u i A S 

M 5 / I 5 5 6 8 
LOW AS 

LMNCOLN 
M E R C U R Y 

43 Available * 
at Similar 
Savings 

21531 MICHIGAN AVE. I DEARBORN 
1 Mile West ofSouthfield Freeway 

TOLL i; flU & C 
r p c r •» «*' ?.* 1 

313-274-8800 

I I 

O E 0 8 2 e i e i e 

? V » i? ft Wr.fi' j ' l\ „!f 
MONDAY & THURSDAY 

9 am • 9 pm 
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY 

9 am -6 pm 
"Plus tax, title, license & destination. Rebates computed in price. Includes retiree bonus rebate for customers terminating current L-M division leases. 

"A l l leases are 10,500 mites/yr. With approved credit plus tax, title, acquisition fee. Must take delivery from dealer stock. Expires 12/31/04. 

Michigan Ave 

mailto:ewright@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.BasebaUAcademy.net
mailto:ewright@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:ewright@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.motorcitybowl.com
http://www.aoidtyguide.com/detroit/coilegehockey
http://www.ticketmaster.com
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'Cats fall to Jags on basketball court 
BY ED WRIGHT ' 
STAFF WRITER 

Allen Park has been a state 
power in football for several 
years. 

Plymouth found out 
Wednesday night that the 
Jaguars are also very proficient 
on the basketball court. 

The scrappy Jaguars opened 
their season with a 55-43 victo-
ry in the Plymouth gymnasium, 
dropping the Wildcats' record 
to 1-1, 

Even though Plymouth had 
played less than 24 hours earli-
er, coach Tom Van Wagoner 
said he didn't think fatigue was 
a factor. 

"We just missed too many 
quality shots," said Van 

Even though Plymouth had 
played less than 24 hours 
earlier, coach Tom Van 
Wagoner said he didn't think 
fatigue was a factor. 

Wagoner, whose team had 
scored 92 points the previous 
night in a 16-point victory over 
Ann Arbor Greenhills. "Allen 
Park is a.very good team, and I 
don't even think they have their 
basketball legs yet." 

Practically the entire Allen 

Park basketball team played for 
the Jaguars' football squad, 
which was eliminated three 
weeks ago in the semi-final 
round of the Division 3 state 
playoffs. 

'Allen Park challenged most 
of our shots and we took too 
many off-balance shots," Van 
Wagoner said. "We just didn't 
play very well. The only bright 
spot was that we cut our 
turnovers in half (from 22 to 11) 
compared to Tuesday night." 

The Wildcats played the 
Jaguars tough through the 
opening quarter, which ended 
with the score knotted at 15-15. 
Led by forward Kevin Kline, 
Allen Park outscored their hosts 
17-5 in the second quarter and 
built a 40-27 advantage after 

BELLEVILLE 
FROM PAGE B1 

went on a 18-5 run to take con-
trol. 

"We needed to do something 
about the post situation 
because we got beat too much 
inside," Krogel said. 
"Eberhardt killed us inside the 
first 12 minutes of the game. 
The second half we went to 
front him full-court and it 
seemed to slow him down. We 
had a couple of different guys 
on him, but Mike Donaldson 
in particular did a super job." 

The Tigers entered the final 
quarter with a 52-40 cushion 
after leading by as many as 17. 

Eberhardt went scoreless 
during the third quarter, while 

PREP BASKETBALL 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 

Belleville at Wayne Memorial, 7 p.m. 
Saline at Salem, 7 p.m. 

Agape Christian at Urban Lutheran, 7:30 
p.m. 

Light & Life at Plymouth Christian, 7 p.m. 
Trenton at Plymouth, 7 p.m. 

Canton at Redford Union, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 16 

Canton at South Lyon, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 17 

B e l l e v i l l e a t R i v e r R o u g e , 7 p . m . 

S a l e m a t W a r r e n C o u s i n o , 7 p . m . 

A g a p e C l r i s t i e n a t A.P. I n t e ' - C : t y , 7 : 3 0 

p . m . 

L u t h e r a n W e s t l a n d a t P l y m o u t h C h r i s t i a n , 

7 p . m . 

PREP HOCKEY 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 

Wailed Lake Western at Plymouth 
at Compuware Sports Arena, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 15 

6-foot-4 Freeman continued to 
take his game to another level, 
scoring 12 of his 33. 

"The fact that we started 
taking it to the hole led to the 
turnaround," Krogel said. "At 
first we was settling for jumps 
shots, but then we took the ball 
to the hole like we should 
have." 

The Rockets had some life in 
the final quarter, cutting the 
deficit to 54-44 on an 
Eberhardt basket with 6:08 
remaining. 

But Glenn never got any 
closer. 

"We just were not active, 
moving, or changing spots 
against their zone," Glenn 
coach Joel Lloyd said. "It's 
harder to guard a moving tar-
get. We just stopped working. 

"You also have to have the 

right touches for good shot 
opportunities. We never got 
that, but we didn't got shots 
either" 

Senior center Derrick Bush 
added 13 points for Glenn, 
while sophomore Alex 
McMillan contributed eight. 

The Tigers made 30-of-66 
shots from the floor (45.4 per-
cent), while Glenn made 28-of-
58 (48.2 percent). 

Belleville also got to the line 
25 times, hitting 14, while the 
Rockets made just 2-of-9. 

"We played a strong first 
half, but I told our guys we 
have to play even better in the 
second half," Lloyd said. "In the 
third quarter Belleville showed 
its athleticism. They pounded 
the glass, got their hands on 
the ball, and were making 
plays. You can't give a club like 

that second opportunities on 
the glass. You've got to block 
out." 

Romulus transfer Anre 
Partee and Donaldson each 
chipped in with seven for 
Belleville. 

But it was the play of 
Freeman, complemented by 
the explosive Clark, that led to 
Glenn's demise. 

"Freeman's a good player," 
Lloyd said. "We put our best 
player in a matchup against 
him in Barry (Eberhardt). 

"He (Freeman) attacks the 
basket with both hands and 
he's quick off the dribble. If I 
could change how we guard 
him, wherever the ball is, you 
have to be glued to him and 
limit his touches." 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
A.P. Cabrini at 

Belleville/Willow Run, 6 p.m. 
Salem at Canton at the 

Arctic Edge, 8 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 17 

Waterford Mott at Salem 
at Plymouth Cultural Center, 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 18 
PCS Penguins at Northville 
at Novi Ice Arena, 5 p.m. 

Plymouth at Ypsi Christmas Tourney 
at Arctic Edge, 9 p.m. 

Canton at Northville, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 19 

P l y m o u t h a t Y p s i C h r i s t m a s T o u r n e y 

a t A r c t i c E d g e , n o o n 

PREP WRESTLING 
Wednesday, Dec. 15 

Plymouth at Livonia Stevenson 
Quad Tournament, 6 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 16 
Dearborn Fordson at Belleville, 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 18 

Canton and Salem at Canton 
invitational, 9 a.m. 
PREP VOLLEYBALL 
Thursday, Dec. 16 

Lutheran Westland at Agape Christian 
at Discovery Middle School, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 17 
Plymouth Christian at Lutheran West 

6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 18 

Plymouth Christian at 
N. Farmington Invitational, TBA 

Plymouth at Madonna University 
Tournament at Plymouth H.S., 8:30 a.m. 

GYMNASTICS 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 

B r i g h t o n a t C a n t o n , 7 p . m . 

Saturday, Dec. 18 
Canton at Vassar, noon 

MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
Sunday, Dec. 12 

Mohawk (Ont.) at Schoolcraft, 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 15 

* i f n v . , 

1 T 

^ © C M I f i f G l i P I C 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 3 0 YEARS 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • FARTS 

seen on 
"Your Friend 

in the Business" 
on WDIV 

Channel 4 TV 

Y O R K 

Schoolcraft at Cornerstone JV, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 17 

(Notre Dame, Ohio Tournament) 
Madonna vs. Tiffin (Ohio), 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 18 
Genessee Co. at Schoolcraft, 7:30 p.m. 

(Notre Dame, Ohio Tournament) 
Madonna vs. Notre Dame, 5:30 p.m. 

WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

Saturday, Dec. 18 
Genessee at Schoolcraft, 1 p.m. 
Madonna af Taylor (Ind.), 3 p.m. 

ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE 
Sunday, Dec. 12 

W h a l e ' s a : G u e l p h S t e r n 3 c i r . 

Friday, Dec. 17 
W h a l e r s a t T o r o n t o . 7 : 3 0 p . m . 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Whalers at Belleville Bulls, 7:15 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 19 
Whalers at Oshawa Generals, 6:05 p.m. 

TBA- t ime to be announced. 

Endorsed by 
J0EGAGN0N 

"The Appliance Doctor"' 
1270 & 950 AM Radio 

"AskThe Handyman' 
•ConsumerAdvocate 
(•Fraud Investigator 

[•Radio Talk Show Host 

ALL MAKES 
and MODELS 

mrnB- vmrm s e e l : 

Furnace Cleaning 
and Inspection 

Reg...$79.95 NOW..,559.95 

SAVE $20 
W i t h t h i s c o u p o n * N o t v a l i d w i t h ! o t h e r o f f e r s 

M m smm ^ 
J, 1 

65 Trucks for 
Fast Service! 

FREE Estimates • Licensed and Insured 
Mich igan State Lie. 71-01599 

^'734-422-8080 
30210 Ford Road • Garden City 

Showroom and Parts 

three quarters. 
Kline was a force in the paint, 

scoring 18 points and hauling 
down 13 rebounds. Ja^on Traver 
was also strong inside, netting 
10 points and nine boards. 

The Wildcats were paced by 
A..J. davey, who had 11 points 
and six rebounds. Point-guard 
Brent Jones scored 10 points, 
which included a pair of three-
pointers. Josh LeDuc led the 
Wildcats with nine boards. 

Allen Park out-rebounded 
Plymouth, 43-26. 

Neither team shot well. The 
Jaguars hit 19-of-54 shots (35 
percent) while the Wildcats 
connected on just 17-of-58 (29 
percent). 
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Tired of Cleaning Gutters? 
Never Clean Gutters Again! 

ADVANCED 
GUTTER WEB 
...The system that is 
just as effective and 

durable as the competition 
Sliinv Top Surfs 

J/3 
the Dost!! 

K-, 

i: 

Our Product is So Good...We Give a Lifetime Warranty. 

Don t Pay Home Improvement Sales Commissions... 
Deal Direct With the Owner and Save: 

No payment until the job is complete. 
FP5E i S T i M A f E * NEXT DAY Ifatt lLAT'OM - N M F !K THE USA 

u i < r i i t i i i t ' f * ' . - j C o «t H i 4 * r v n t i 

fOJ W O K T KE.ED F i b A r t C I N G . 

Call your friendly neighborhood gutterman 

7506 N. Hix • Westland 

734-4169173 

Find new decorating 
ideas each Thursday 

in At Home 

HIGHVELOCITY 

?•> 
S P O R T S 

(734) 487-7678 

* » 

ft,. 

W I N 11 R PROC.RAMS 

t*-"V 

Youth—Adult Leagues 
Season: January 2"*—-March 12'* 

Team Fee: $895 Individual Fee: $95 
m m Team Fee: $SOO Individual Fee: $65 

0 Elementary School—Adult leagues 
Season: January 2 * — M a r c h I2W 

Team Fee: $850 individual Fee: $85 

High School and Adult Leagues 
Season: January 2*—March i f 

Team Fee: $400 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR 
SOCCER, FOOTBALL, & DODGE BALL: 

DECEMBER B. 2004 

Small Stars for 3-4 year olds 
g | I Kicks with Kids for 4-7 year olds 

Beginning Booters for (Ml year olds 
- Skitl Acceleration Camp for 8-ffyear olds 

Finishing School for 8-12 year olds 
Goalkeeper Camp for 8-12 year aids 

Women's Clinic for adults 
Classes start the week of fan. 2* 

$ weeks. Visit www.hvpsorts.com for an 
updated list of class times, dales. & fees. 

C M ) « 4 6 2 4 5 M H . f l f i . A N A V F M F . M . v \ T O \ , 3 

Shop around for the best rate. (Please.) 
Circle Money Market Account. 

2.75 % Balances o f $50,000 o r m o r e 

Ra te -gua ran teed t h r o u g h J u l y 1, 2 0 0 5 

APY I FDIC i n s u r e d 

To open an account, call 1-877-TOP-RATE or visit us in person at any Charter One Bank branch. 
CHARTER ONE9 

BANK 

Sf 
h> 

a -
•8-v 
S--
S -»•" 0." »>"«.• 

•t 
a-

Ji k 
i- « 
» fi-' 

• 4 ^ M e m b e r FDIC. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for new personal accounts. 2 . 7 5 % APY for balances of $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 or greater. 2 . 5 0 % APY for $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 - 5 4 9 , 9 9 9 . 2 . 2 0 % A P Y for $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - 5 2 4 . 9 9 9 . 1 . 0 0 % A P Y for up to $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . APYs accurate as of publication date and may change after account opening. 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 balance and a Circle Checking Account required to open. Fees may reduce earnings. Offer good tor personal accounts up to $ 3 mill ion. OE08281719 

http://www.hometowniife.com
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http://www.hvpsorts.com
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Talented All 
x A •'^Y' ' 

leave a 
FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 

Vinnie DeLuca, QB, Westland Glenn: 
The 6-foot, 180-pound senior threw for 
1:711 yards <92-of-174) w i th 17 touch -
downs and only four interceptions. He 
also rushed for 208 yards on 43 carries 
and three TDs. 

'As a kicker, DeLuca hit 16-of-21 extra 
points and two field goals (36 yards the 
longest). 

. The first-team All-Western Lakes pick 
set Glenn career records fo r yards 
passing (2,930) and TDs (35). 
•_ "Vinnie needed to have a t remen-
dous senior year for us to be success-
ful," Glenn coach Todd DeLuca said. "He 
was cons is ten t and always came up 
with the big play when we needed it, He 
had pressure on him all year. In our 
passing game, you need to be able to 
read coverages and he has the knack 
for doing that and picking up the right 
receiver, 
• "He had a great senior year and he's 
arguably the best quarterback ever to 
come out of Glenn." 
;• Jef f Lake, QB, Salem: The 6-3 ,200-

pound senior rushed for 1,304 yards, 
which was the second-highest single-
reason total in school history. He also 
passed for 400 yards and sco red a 
team-high 80 points. Lake excelled on 
the defensive side of the ball as well for 
Ihe Rocks, providing excellent pass cov-
erage and run-stopping abi l i t ies f rom 
his safety position. He was an All-WLAA 
l irst-team selection. 

" Je f f was a good leader f o r .our 
•offense this season," said Salem coach 
'Bob Cummings. "He did a tremendous 
Job of r u n n i n g ou r w i s h b o n e , 
defensively, he covered well and he was 
3 great run-support player. He's a two-
lyear s t a r t e r and th ree-year va rs i t y 
player. Jeff will be missed next year." 

Ian Her, RB, Redford Union: 
Explosiveness out of the backfield char-
ac ter ized l ler 's season for the Mega 
Gold champ ion Panthers. He ran 171 
l imes for 1,175 yards (6.9 avg.) and 12 
touchdowns, giving him a career rush-
ing total of an estimated 2,800 yards. 
• tier also ran back kickoffs and punts 
for another 250 yards. He averaged 20.1 
yards on kick-off returns and 8.5 yards 
on punt returns. 
: "Every t ime he touched the ball we 
expec ted someth ing great , " sa id RU 
head coach Miles Tomaisaitis. "He was 
She focus of every team; as they com-
mit ted to stopping Ian (that gave) our 
other backs great opportunities." 

Bruno Shkreli, RB, Liv. Clarenceville: 
The 6-foot, 195-pound senior earned All-
Observer first-team honors for the sec-
ond straight year after rushing f o r 1,671 
yards on 175 c a r r i e s (9.5 per a t t e m p t ) 
•.r th 22 t ouchdowns . 

He scored a to ta l of 25 TDs a n d had 
2,023 a l l - pu rpose yards en rou te t o Ali-
Met ro Conference accolades, 

; On defense, Shkreii played b o t h out-
skle linebacker and strong safety, f in-
ishing with 59 tackles. 

; "Bruno was 76'percent of our rush-
ing offense, 51 percent of our offense 
overall, and did 46 percent of the scor-
ing," Clarenceville coach Ryan Hockman 
said, "he was our feature guy. When we 
need a big play, we had to get him the 
ball. 

; "We rode him." 
; Chuck Schumacher, RB, Canton: The 

5-11,180-pound senior was a force on 
both sides of the ball for the Chiefs, 
s tar t ing at ful lback and outside line-
backer. The f i rs t - team All-WLAA per-
f o r m e r s c o r e d 13 t o u c h d o w n s and 
racked up a team-high 1,200 yards rush-
ing. 

; "Chuck was one of our most versa-
t i le players," said Canton coach Tim 
Baechier. "He has grea t v i s ion and 
great cutt ing ability when he's running 
tl}e ball. Defensively, we could line him 
up in different places and he'd do a nice 
job wherever we put him. Chuck was a 
key part of our defense." 

Trevor Hearns, WR, Liv. Stevenson: 
The 6-2,175-pound senior, an All-WLAA 
pick, led the Spartans wi th 31 recep-
tions for 618 yards and 12 TDs. 

•: Hearns also excelled in the defensive 
secondary, f in ish ing wi th 58 tackles, 
eight for loss, along with five intercep-
tions. 

•; "Trevor had the a t t i t u d e t h a t on 
every snap he was going to make some-
th ing happen," Stevenson coach' Tim 
Gabel said. "And that's what you hope 
every kid would think. He did it on both 
sides of the ball and on special teams. 

!"He could go up and get the ball on 
those quick, fade routes." 

; Nathan Beard, WR, Westland Glenn: 
The 5-10,154-pound senior finished the 
y^ar wi th 42 catches for 1,002 yards 
apdnine TDs. 

- J h e All-WLAA pick t i e d A n d r e w 
Puffer's 2001 mark for catches in a sea-
son (42) and set a Rocket career mark 
for total yards receiving (1,473). 

" 'And rew was a very s teady wide 
receiver," DeLuca said. "Even though at 
t i m e s he was d o u b l e - c o v e r e d , he 
seemed to get open. In order for us to 
move the footbal l , we had to get the 
ball in his hands." 

; Beard was also a f a c t o r on t h e 
defensive side on the ball as he made 
30 tackles (with four assists) and five 
interceptions as a DB. He also returned 
ptints (9-for-68) and kicks. His punting 
average was 37 yards. 

Eric Kilijanczyk, 0L, Canton: The 6-2, 
255 senior offensive tackle was a key 
component on a Chief of fensive uni t 
that scored more than 40 points in nine 
of its 11 games. Kilijanczyk was an All-
WLAA first-team pick in his f irst year as 
a;starter. 

• "Eric was one of the biggest offen-

sive linemen we've had here," Baechler 
said. "We asked him to pull, down block 
and double-team, which are hard for a 
lot of big kids. But he moves well and is 
a physical player." 

Mike Manoogian, OL, Liv. Churchill: 
The 6-3, 2 5 6 - p o u n d sen io r , an Al l -
Western Lakes choice, was a three-year 
starter and best player in 2004 as the 
Chargers finished 8-4 and reached the 
Division I state quarterfinals. 

"Mike got bet ter as the year went 
a long , " F i l ia t rau t said. "He's a good 
drive blocker with good footwork. He's 
a strong, aggressive kid who usually 
pulls for us. We don't throw a lot, but h e v 

was our best pass blocker. ? 
Manoogian also played on the defen-

sive line. _ 
"He' l l probably go to a Divis ion II 

school and they're going to get a gem 
with him," Filiatraut said. 

Bill Dobosy, 0L, Redford Union: One 
of the main reason? for running back 
Ian ller's success was the outstanding, 
tireless work of Dobosy from the offen-
sive guard slot, said head coach Miles 
Tomaisaitis. 

"He kept teams from running inside 
because of his dominance," Tomaisaitis 
said. 

Dobosy, RU's l ineman of the year, 
also came through on defense, with 15 
tackles, 16 assists, two sacks and a fum-
ble-recovery TD. 

Russ Bruner, OL, Canton: A two-year 
s t a r t e r , t he 6-2, 215-pound s e n i o r 
served as one of the Chiefs' captains. 
His spectacular , cons is tent b lock ing 
ef for ts earned him a spot on the All-
WLAA first team. 

"Russ is physical and very quick," 
Baechler said. "He was an exce l lent 
pu l l e r , w h i c h is i m p o r t a n t in our 
offense. Russ has great feet and is an 
excellent athlete." 

John Morasso, OL, Redford CC: Built 
l i ke a t r u c k , Morasso was the 
Shamrocks ' best o f fens ive l ineman, 
according to head coach Tom tyach. But 
the likable co-captain also played well 
on defense, chipping in with 34 tackles. 

"John's a young man that gives max-
imum effort on every play," Mach said, 
"He's an inspirational player." 

Brandon Baity, Special ist, Red. 
Thurston: If there was a job to do for 
the Eagles th is season, Baity p re t ty 
much did it. On offense, he caught 20 
passes for 450 yards and six TDs. As a 
strong safety, he tall ied 80 tackles to 
lead the team. And he also handled 
punting and kicking duties with aplomb. 
Baity nailed 23 of 26 extra points and 
connected on three of f ive f ie ld-goal 
attempts. His punts averaged 35 yards. 

" B r a n d o n Ba i t y is a g r e a t f o o t b a l l 
3 ! aye r . " sa id head ^rac 1 " R o h e r i S n ? J 

"He p lays b o t h ways, ne k icks ine bail . 
He's j u s t a . . . t o u g n -<\d: 

Baity ea rned honorab le m e n t i o n sta-
tus o n the All-State team and c u r r e n t l y 
is co-captain for the Redford Unif ied 
varsity hockey team. 

FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
Kevin Helton, DL, Redford CC: The 

sen ior Shamrocks ' powerhouse was 
"the toughest player on the team, prob-
ably our most consistent," said head 
coach Tom Mach. 

Helton registered 56 tackles on the 
season, i nc l ud i ng two q u a r t e r b a c k 
sacks. 

For his ef for ts, he also earned Al l -
League and All-Catholic honors. 

"We' l l de f i n i t e l y miss him," Mach 
added. 

Justin Bowie, DL, Wayne: The A l l -
WLAA selection, a 5-8,205-pound sen-
ior, anchored Wayne's defensive front 
wi th 110 tackles (including five sacks), 
four'caused fumbles, two fumble recov-
eries and 12 quarterback pressures. 

The two-year starter also started at 
offensive guard and fullback. 

"He was a key for us winning football 
games , " Wayne coach Craig Hnatuk 
sa id . "He was v i r t ua l l y unb lockab le 
because he was so quick and had a 
knack for gett ing to the football. That's 
something you can't coach." 

Bowie's best position in college may 
be fullback. 

"That's where we'll promote him at," 
Hnatuk said. 

Sean Adkins, DL, Liv. Churchill: The 6-
1, 210-pound senior defensive made 
All-Western Lakes as an at-large selec-
t ion . He f in ished the season w i th 76 
tackles. 

"Sean had a good senior year for us, 
he d id a good job for us up f r o n t , " 
Fi l iatraut said. "He was good against 
t h e r u n and pass. Because of o u r 
scheme, we don't get a lot of pressure 
on the quar te rback , but he was o u r 
best pass rusher. He led team in sacks 
with six." 

And when called upon, Adkins could 
step in and play of fensive guard. He 
went bo th ways the ent i re game as 
Churchil l beat rival Franklin, 23-21, in 
the regular season to sew up its f i rst 
state playoff berth since 1978. 

Kelvin Brown, DL, Redford Bishop 
Borgess: The tall Spartan excelled both 
at wide receiver and in the defensive 
s e c o n d a r y . Wi th 23 sacks; he was 
named the team's defensive MVP, 

"Kelvin, what makes him good is he's 
so determined and a hard worker," said 
head coach Werner Blakeiy. "The only 
speed he knows is fas t - forward, and 
that's a good thing." 

But Brown sparked the offense, too, 
with 27 receptions good for 490 yards 
and three touchdowns. 

Jemere Gainer, LB, Liv. Clarenceville: 
The 6-2, 220 -pound A l l - M e t r o 
Conference selection finished the sea-
son w i th a team-high 17 tack les in a 
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2004 ALL-OBSERVER 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

(selected by the sports staff) 

FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
Quarterbacks 

Vinnie DeLuca, 6-0,185, Sr., John Glenn 
Jeff Lake, Sr., 6-3,230, Sr. Salem 

Running backs 
Ian !ler, 5-8,180, Sr., Redford Union 

Bruno Shkreli, 6-0,195, Sr, Clarenceville 
Chuck Schumacher, 5-11,180, Sr, Canton 

Wide receivers 
Trevor Hearns, 6-2,175, Sr., Stevenson 

Nathan Beard, 5-10,154, Sr., John Glenn 
Offensive line 

Eric Kilijanczyk, 6-2,255, Sr., Canton 
Mike Manoogian, 6-3,256, Sr., Churchill 
Bill Dobosy, 6-0,220, Sr., Redford Union 

Russ Bruner, 6-2,215, Sr., Canton 
John Morasso, 6-1,265, Sr., Redford CC 

Specialist 
'Brandon Baity, 6-0,1/0, Sr., Thurston 

FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
Lineman 

Kevin Helton, 5-11,255, Sr., Redford CC 
Justin Bowie, 5-8,205, Sr., Wayne 
Sean Adkins, 6-1,210, Sr., Churchill. 
Kelvin Brown, 6-4,205, Sr., Borgess 

Linebackers 
Jemere Gainer, 6-2,220, Jr., C'ville 

Manuel Schubert, 5-7,187, Sr., Churchill 
Jake Powers, 6-2,230, Sr., Canton 

D.J. Tracy, 6-2,224, Jr., Franklin 
Secondary 

Isaac Kindell, 5-10,160, Sr., Belleville 
Julian Smith, 6-5,220, Sr., Canton 
Ben Adams, 6-1,162, Sr., Churchill 

Anthony Sabo, 6-1,190, Sr., Redford CC 
Doug Persondek, 6-1,189, Sr., Garden City 

SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
Quarterbacks 

Brent Jones, 5-10,175 Jr., Plymouth 
Chad Casey, 6-1,170, Jr., Stevenson 

Running backs 
Francisco Seltran, 5-8,190, Sr., 

Churchill 
Nick Barrett, 6-0,230, Sr., Redford CC • 

Wide receivers 
T.R. Ellis, 6-3,185, Jr., Bishop Borgess 

Sam Williams, 6-3,200, Sr., John Glenn 
Brian Aneed, 5-8,161, Sr., Franklin 

Tight ends 
Josh LeDuc, 6-4,210, Jr., Plymouth 

Tom Johnson, 6-4,230, Sr., Redford CC 
Brian Rider, 6-2,185, Sr., Canton 

Offensive line 
Steve Bronsted, 6-2,220, Sr., Stevenson 

David Johnson 111, 6-4,230, Sr., RU 
Jerett Coulter, 5-11,243, Sr.. Glenn 

SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
Lineman 

Greg Rochon, 5-11,210, Sr., Belleville 
P.J. Caram, Sr., Canton 

Jeremy Fick, 6-1,261, Sr., Garden City 
Andy Rossow, 6-0,175, Jr., Canton 

Hafeez Qureshi, 5-9,225, Sr., Churchill 
Linebackers 

Jeff Piper, 6-3,190, Jr., Canton 
Jeff Hudson, 5-10,185, Sr., Canton 

John Lloyd, 5-11,210, Sr., Wayne 
Steve Lahane, 6-0,185, Sr., Salem 

Secondary 
Ray Gardner, 5-7,140, Jr., Clarenceville 

Steve Brown, 6-1,170, Jr., RU 
Tim Bingham, 6-0,186, Sr., John Glenn 

Tarell Lewis, 5-9,165, Jr., Thurston 

HONORABLE MENTION 

Churchi l l : Nick Carignan, Mike 
Johnson, Joe Bargerstock, John Thomas. 

Frankiin: Matt McCuiiough, Bert Smith, 
Nic Skoglund, Phil Muszynski, James Kelly, 
Jeremy Peer.. 

Stevenson: Jacob Howe-ll, Mark 
Sabuda, Nick Gapen, Brandon Smith, Kevin 
Domingo, Chris McFarland. 

John Glenn: Vern Emmons, Dan Cover, 
Brett Schwartz, Terry Pittman, Rece Cox, 
Joe Smitherjrian. 

Wayne: Ooug Johnson, Blaine 
Simmons, Alex Lickliter, Absalom Goode, 
Terrill Ford, Steve Frost. 

Clarenceville: Russell Spencer, Allen 
Garrant, Pat Kennedy, J.J. Lohman. 

Lutheran Westland: Mike Schatz, Pat 
Higgins, James Refenes, Jacob Tuomi-
Galindez, Josh Davis, Bill Kahler. 

Redford Catholic Central: Dominique 
Fischer, Eric Vojtkofsky, Kevin Horal, Jon 
Smart. 

Redford Union: Chris Donahue, Jake 
Robbins, David Johnson II, Ryan Meyers, 
Chris Brown, Mike Taylor, Oezmond 
Latham. 

Redford T h u r s t o n : Brad Whit tum, 
Aaron Sykes, Ray Brdak, Jimmy Kennedy. 

Garden Ci ty: Matt Barnier, Dustin 
Mattson, David Hilbert, Kevin Sexton, Eric 
Rose, 

Redford Bishop Borgess: Joseph 
Jones, Sheridan Burton, Lionel Boyd, 
Rashad Campbell. 

Canton: Scott Steffes, Matt D'Avanzo, 
Bryan Wagner, David Neu, Matt Sweda, 
Mitch Miller. 

Salem: Cam Schambre, Erik Dines, Ed 
Evers, Cory Sinischo, Kevin Bradley. 

Plymouth: Anthony Green, Shawn 
Bailey, Taylor Fox, Kevin Minor. 

Belleville: Scott Golden, Alton Woods. 

first-round playoff loss to Goodrich. 
In 10 games, Gainer finished with a 

total of 102 tackles. "Goodrich was only 
one or two teams that t r ied to run the 

ball on us, Jemere was very inst inc-
t ive," Hockman said. "I think by next 
year he'll be one of the top Division I 
prospects in the Detroit area." 

Manuel .Schubert, LB, Liv. Churchill: 
Though only 5-7,187 pounds, Schubert 
led the Chargers in total tackles wi th 
140 en r o u t e t o A l l -Wes te rn Lakes 
defensive honors. 

He was also an integral part of the 
Chargers' offensive backfield. 

"Manuel was always around the ball," 
Filiatraut said. "He's a big hitter for his 
size, a great kid who always finds the 
seams in the other team's offense. He 
always runs to the ball. Just a smart 
kid." 

Schubert is also the Division I state 
wrestling champion at 17-1 pounds. 

Jake Powers, LB, Canton: The 6-2, 
230-pound t ight end/inside linebacker 
was a t h ree -yea r vars i ty s t a r t e r on 
de fense and t w o - y e a r s t a r t e r ' o n 
offense. A powerful blocker and sure-
handed receiver on of fense, Powers 
anchored the Chiefs' air-tight defense. 

"Jake was our leading tack ie r on 
defense the past two years," Baechler-
said, "He was excellent at stopping the 
run and in dropping back in pass cover-
age. He had several deflections and an 
interception this -season." 

D.J. Tracy, LB, Liv. Franklin: The 6-2, 
224-pound All-Western Division pick was 
a factor for the Patriots on both sides 
of the ball. 

Defensively, Tracy was second on the 
team in tackles with 58 (eight for loss) 
with three sacks and three forced fum-
bles. 

"What makes him go defensively is 
his speed and size," Frankl in coach 
Chris Kelbert said. "He's quiet 'k id, but 
he'll go after people. He's very conf i-
dent. He's not a raw-raw type guy, but 
people seem to follow him as far as his 
presence on the field." 

Tracy also led the Patriots in rushing 
with 864 yards. "As a ball carrier, he's a 
hard person to bring down," Kelbert 
said. "Most of his yardage came af ter 
he broke three or four tackles." 

Isaac Kindell, DB, Belleville: The 5-10, 
160-pound senior was a big-t ime pro-
ducer on offense, defense and special 
teams for the Tigers. From his tailback 
position, he rushed for a team-high 814 
yards on 111 carries, caught eight passes 
for 116 yards and scored seven touch-
downs. Defensively, Kindell was in on 76 
tackles, picked off three passes and 
blocked a f ie ld-goal at tempt. He also 
returned two punts for TD's and one 
kickoff for six points. 

"Isaac was a very exciting player for 

us on both sides of the bail," Belleville 
coach Bob LaPointe said. "He is very 
fast, which made him dangerous every 
t ime he touched the footbal l . He kept 
us in a lot of games with his running, 
defensive' abil ity and his special-teams 
returns." - x . 

Julian Smith, DB, Canton: At 6-5,220 
pounds, Smi th combined fo rm idab le 
size w i th blazing speed f rom his tai l-
back and safety positions. The senior, 
who earned All-WLAA and All-State hon-
ors for his e f for ts , ran for 880 yards 
and a team-high 21 touchdowns despite 
not playing very deep into the second 
h a l f in most games due to the-Chiefs' 
lop-sided leads. 

"We moved Julian to free safety this 
season a f te r two years at l inebacker 
and he did a great job," Baechler said. 
"He is a great open-f ie ld tackier who 
made several touchdown-saving tackles 
for us. We asked him to cover a lot of 
t e r r i t o r y t h i s season and he came 
through." 

Ben Adams, DB, Liv. Churchill: The 6-
1,162-pound s t rong safety picked off 
f ive passes this season and had close 
to 100 tackles as he earned All-Western 
Lakes honors. 

"Ben missed four games as a junior, 
but he can back this year and became a 
run s t o p p e r f o r us," F i l i a t rau t said. 
"He's a very smart kid who made a lot 
of big piays for us this year." 

Anthony Sabo, DB, Redford CC: The 
second-year s tar ter came th rough in 
many ways for the Shamrocks, primari-
ly at safety, where he made 44 tackles 
(17 solo) and picked off a pass. He also 
proved his wor th on offense, playing 
quarterback and tailback. 

Sabo 's a t h l e t i c a c h i e v e m e n t s 
enabled him to be selected to the Ail-
League and All-Catholic teams. But he is 
just as accomplished in the classroom, 
posting a 4.0 grade-point average. 

"He was our best all-around athlete 
and he did a great job at quarterback, 
running back and defensive back for 
us," Mach said. 

Doug Persondek, DB, Garden City: 
The senior co-captain and th i rd-year 
starter led the Cougars in tackles (59), 
along w i t h 59 helpers, two intercep-
t i o n s and a b l o c k e d pun t . For h is 
e f f o r t s , t e a m m a t e s v o t e d h im the 
squad's defensive MVP. 

"He's a ha rd -wo rk i ng p layer who 
runs sideline-to-sideline," said Garden 
City head coach Mike Sal ter , "He's 
a lways a r o u n d the bal l and a lways 
ready to make a play." 

Persondek made the Mega White 
f irst-team. 


