
Take on the wild winter 
weather at the Detroit Zoo 
where holiday activities are 
aplenty and the polar bears are 
super feisty. 
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Deck the halls 
With copper and sage and 
other nontraditiona! • 
elements. 

PAGE 61 

Sweet! 
Top off the holiday meal 
with some dynamic 
dessert recipes. 
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The holiday season is 
here and so is the 
Plymouth-Canton 
Observer Cheer Club. 

Please 

!0»fl us 
by bring 

tions of 
new toys 
and 
canned 
or boxed 
food to 
our 

office at 
794 S. 
Main in Plymouth during 
business hours, 8:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday. 

The items will be col-
lected until Friday, Dec. 
10, when we'll turn them 
over to the good folks at 
the Plymouth Salvation 
Army. 

They'll distribute 
the donations to needy 
people in Plymouth, 
Canton, Northville and 
Belleville. 

When you bring your 
donations to the office, 
we'll ask you to leave 
your name and home-
town, so we can recog-
nize your generosity in 
the paper. Of course, 
you're perfectly able to 
remain anonymous if you 
prefer. 

For more information, 
give us a call at (734) 
459-2700. 

Happy holidays, and 
please keep our Cheer 
Club in mind! 

Your home town newspaper 
serving Canton fo r 30 years 
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Kathy Nowacki, owner of Vintner's Cellars, sits in her store with a glass of Cianti. 
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Vintner's owner Kathy Nowacki tends to some of the 
wine that is being aged in the store. 

Vintner's lets 
customers make 
their own wine 

BY J A C K GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

It was a natural progression for 
Kathy Nowacki, who, with her hus-
band, Darryl, just opened Vintner's 
Cellar on Luley Road in the Golden 
Gate Shopping Center south of Joy. 

The "business is a small winery, in 
which winea are made and sold, and 
where customers am come in and 
make their own wines — with a little 
help from Nowacki. 

"I'm Italian and the first time I made 
wine was with my grandfather when I 
was just a kid," she said. "He grew his 
own grapes. I don't remember stomp-

ing any, but he had a grape press in the 
basement. I've been drinking wine all 
my life." 

Her husband spent time in Germany 
while he was in military service and got 
interested in German wines. 

So when her job as a legal assistant 
was eliminated a while back, she start-
ed thinking of starting her own busi-
ness. She just wasn't sure what kind. 

"I didn't want to get into food serv- / 
ice," she said. "I wasn't going to be / 
delivering pizza at 2 a.m. or worry 
about my drivers." 

Meanwhile, she and her husband 
started looking for wine kits so they 
could make their own wine. On the 
Internet they came across the Web site, 
ww vv.vintnerscellar.com, and after some 
.discussion decided to buy a franchise 
and open a shop in Canton. 

Nowacki said Vintner's Cellar is very 
big in Canada, where there are about 
1,700 similar stores. There are now six 
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to remove 

BY J A C K GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

A Canton man who has more 
than 50 poisonous snakes and 
some tarantulas in his home on 
Brighton Lane in the southwest 
portion of the township has 
promised police he'll have them 
out of his house by 7 p.m. Friday. 

The existence of the snake's 
came to light after their owner, 
Rudolph Hatfield, 51, was bitten 
by his pet 9-foot-long bushmas-
ter, while he was attempting to 
clean its cage on Dec. 4. 

He was on his way to his 
daughter's house for help when 
he lost control of his car and went 
into a ditch. When police came 
upon the scene and were told 
what had happened, Hatfield was 
taken to St. Mary Mercy Hospital 
in Livonia, where officials con-
tacted the Detroit Zoo for an 
antidote to the venom. 

He was later transferred to 
Detroit Receiving Hospital where 
he was . lill receiving care on 
Wednesday. 

When he told hospital officials 
about his other snakes, they noti-
fied Canton Police who entered 
the house with a search warrant 
oa Sunday accompanied by a 
Detroit Zoo official. 

"When the police got there and 
saw what they'were dealing with, 
they called £ne fire department 
for assistance.'1 said Canton Fire 
M u-shal Frank Barrett. "Not that 
we knew how to deal with it 
either." 

Nevertheless, they managed to 
capture the bushmaster and send 
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Lessons 
Lockdown helps park prepare for terrorism situations 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

It's been nearly two years 
since Canton Township police 
stormed Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park one 
Thursday morning — about 7 
a.m., as classes were about to 
begin — reacting to a 9-1-1 call 
from a frantic parent who 
noticed a man carrying a rifle 
into Plymouth High School. 

Attempts were made to lock 
down the three-high-school 
campus as police searched for 
the gunman. Plymouth High 
School was entrenched in lock-
down mode, while Canton and 
Salem never got the word and 
went about business as usual. 

"Here we are, carrying AR-
15s, fully loaded and ready to 
go, looking for a gun," said 
Canton police officer Robert 

Smedley, who was the school 
resource officer at the time. 
"Students at Plymouth weren't 
roaming the halls, but it wasn't 
a complete lockdown. They . 
were sitting in their seats, 
when they should have been on 
the floor with the lights out. 

"In the gym, kids were still 
playing volleyball," Smedley 
added. "They needed to take it 
seriously." 

Fortunately, the incident 
turned out to be a science 
teacher with a BB gun for an 
experiment. However, had it 
been the real thing, P-CEP 
wasn't prepared to respond. 

Tuesday morning at the 
Park, officials followed up pre-
vious table-top exercises with a 
19-minute drill, part of the 
requirement for homeland 
security grants totaling 
$613,000 for Canton 

Township and §55,000 for 
Plymouth-Canton Schools. 

Bob Hayes, director of stu-
dent services, said lockdown 
drills have been done at all the 
other school buildings in the 
district, but not at the Park. 

"We've never tackled the 
high schools before because it's 
so huge and imposing," Hayes 
said, "but we've got to do it. 

"It's a lot easier when you 
have a self-contained building 
with 800 children, rather than 
three high schools with more 
than 5,000 students," he said. 
"What we've learned from 
other incidents around the 
country is that we have to be 
ready. When the incident hap-
pens, the best you can hope for 
is controlled chaos." 

All three high schools were 
put in lockdown mode as sev-
eral dozen Canton Township 

HEATHE?ROUSSEAU 

Officer Robert Smedley of the Canton Police Department finds an unlocked door 
during an emergency lockdown drill at Salem High School Tuesday morning. 

police personnel, P-CEP secu-
• rity staffers and administrators 
walked the halls, looking for 
unlocked classroom doors and 
anyone roaming the hallways 
during the drill. Students and 
teachers were required to lock 
classroom doors, turn pff all 
the lights and keep away from 
windows from 8:58 a.m. to 

9:17 a.m. 
Smedley found a couple of 

classrooms on the second floor 
of Salem where he could peek 
into the windows and see stu-
dents inside. 

"If I'm coming through here 
and all I want to do is shoot 

PLEASE SEE LOCKDOWN, A3 

Goodfellows fall in newspaper 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

The Canton Goodfellows 
raised about $3,000 during 
Saturday's annual newspaper 
sale, but they are still short of 
their goal. 

"About 15 folks braved the 
cold and weather to sell papers," 
said Goodfellows President 
Nancy Spencer. "But we are still 
in need of new toys, clothing 
and especially food. And we still 
have 25 children who need to be 
adopted." 

She said adoptees need only 

to buy gifts for the child or chil-
dren they adopt. The 
Goodfellows take care of every-
thing else. 

Nancy's husband, John, said 
the group's annual expenses run 
between $15,000 and $20,000 
for the food they provide fami-
lies, and gift certificates to buy 
clothing and more food. 

"We generally give $50 per 
child in gift certificates for food 
and clothing," he said. "Even at 
$50 per child for 450 kids, that's 
$22,500 in gift certificates." 

He Said the group has raised 
about half that amount so far 

and has one more week to go. 
"We start sorting and packing 

Dec. 15,16 and 17 at the 
Community Room in the 
Canton Public Library," he 
said. 

"On Saturday, Dec. 18, we will 
make the deliveries." 

He said the organization is 
sharing information and 
resources with other agencies 
such as the Salvation Army and 
United Way. 

"The Plymouth Goodfellows 
got a donation of die-cast cars 
and trucks," he said. "They took 
what they needed and shared 

their surplus with us." 
This year, the Canton 

Goodfellows organization is pro-
viding assistance to about 150 
families, that include 450 chil-
dren. 

"Please help us make our 
pledge 'No Canton Child 
Without a Christmas' a reality 
this year," Nancy Spencer said. 

Donations are still be accept-
ed and can be mailed to Canton 
Goodfellows, 1150 S. Canton 
Center Road, Canton, MI 48188. 

j g ladden@oe.homeco inm. r ie t 

(734) 459-2700 

Coming Sunday in your Canton Observer 

Keep in motion 
Exercise is important 

to having a better 
quality of life, 

especially for seniors. 
in Sunday's Health 

section. 
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MULTI-CULTURAL HOLIDAY PARTY 

Come celebrate Christmas, 
Hanukkah and Kwanzaa 
tonight at the Canton Public 
Library, from 7 to 9 p.m. 

During the festive evening, 
participants will learn about 
the history, dishes and tradi-
tions of each of these holidays, 
/all celebrated in December. 
There will be several perform-
ances, including by the acapel-
la Christian singing group 
Seek to Be. This free event, 
which is open to residents of 
all faiths, will take place in the 
library's community room. The 
library is located at 1200 S. 
Canton Center Road. 

WINTER LUNCHEON 

Schoolhouse Montessori of 
Canton will be hosting its annu-
al Winter Program and 
International Luncheon on Dec. 
11 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Discovery Middle School in 
room 305. The program will 
feature a children's performance 
and is followed by an luncheon 
where families will share tradi-
tional family recipes represent-
ing their country of origin. 

The school, which opened in 
2001, provides early childhood 
education. More than 130 fam-
ilies attend the school, repre-
senting cultures from five dif-
ferent continents. Discovery is 

CANTON CINEMA 

Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of 1-275 

located at 6215 Canton Center 
Road. For more information 
call (734) 416-1849. 

G I F T E D P R O G R A M 

Van Buren Public Schools is 
accepting referrals for possible 
placement in its Gifted 
Program for the 2005-06 
school year. Eligible students 
must be in grades K-7. 

The program, which services 
students in grades 1-8, is 
designed for academically gift-
ed and highly motivated stu-
dents. The program stresses a 
combination of acceleration 
and enrichment. There is a high 
level of academic work, a rapid 
instructional pace, and many 
opportunities to delve more 
deeply into subject matter. 

Some of the characteristics 
to look for are: 

• A long attention span 
• Heightened sensitivity 
• Intense curiosity 
• Resistance to routine and 

drill 
• A strong sense of fairness 
• Concern with issues "too 

old" for his/her age 
Forms are available in all Van 

Buren elementary and middle 
schools, and the administra-
tion building. All forms must 
be completed and returned by 
Jan. 188, 2005 to your school 
principal, or sent directly to: 

Barbara Woody, G/T 
Coordinator, North Middle 
School, 47097 McBride, 
Belleville, MI 48111. For more 

: x . -
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Mighty mouse 
The mouse from author laura Joffe Numeroff's popular children's book, 
'If You Give a Mouse a Cookie/ visited the Canton Public Library on 
Saturday. More than 180 children took turns sitting with the mouse. 
During the month of November, children visiting the library voted the 
mouse their favorite storybook character. 

information call Barbara 
Woody at (734) 697-6370. 

THEATER AUDITIONS 

Auditions for the DuBois 
Theatre production of the 
Broadway musical You're a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown will 
be held on Jan. 5 and 6 in the 
DuBois Theatre at Canton 
High School from 3-6 p.m. 
There will be an audition 
workshop held at the same 
location on Dec. 15 where 
those interested can learn the 
music and learn audition tips. 

If you can't make the work-

shop, contact Mrs. Henry at 
Canton High School beginning 
Dec. 15. She will provide audi-
tion packets. 

SLEIGH BELLS 

The Canton Concert Band 
will present its holiday concert, 
A Sleigh-Ride Celebration, on 
Saturday, Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill, located at 50400 
Cherry Hill Road. The band 
will be playing an evening of 
classic holiday favorites. 

Tickets for the event are $8, 
and are available at the 
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COMMUNITYFINANCIAL 

Thinking forward. Banking right. 

FREE CHECKING AT 
COMMUNITY FINANCIAL 
Serving your community for over 50 years, Community Financial gives 

you banking that's easier, friendlier and more rewarding than ever! 

Banking made easier with Free Checking 

• no minimum balance requirement 
• no monthly maintenance fee 
• unlimited check writing 
• free Visa Check Card 
• free Internet Banking with Bill Pay 

To open your account visit your local office, give us a call or visit 
us on-line at www.cfcu.ofj. 
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Summit, located at 46000 
Summit Parkway. 

For more information, call 
(734) 394-5460, or go online 
to www.cantonband.com. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Lee and Noel Bittinger 
Team at RE/MAX is offering 
three scholarships, each in the 
amount of $1,000, for local 
high school seniors that are 
planning to attend a college or 
university in the fall of2005. 

To apply for the scholarship, 
entrants must submit a short 
essay (not to exceed three 
pages, double-spaced with a 12 
pt. font) that address the fol-
lowing question: Describe how 
someone in your life has influ-
enced you in a positive way 
and changed your life? 

All submissions must 
include name, address and 
phone number of entrant, high 
school they attend, and college 
or university they plan to 
attend in the fall. All submis-
sions must be received by Dec. 
31, 2004. They should be sent 
to The Bittinger Team, 43435 
Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187-

"The Plymouth/Canton 
community has supported us 
for over 20 years. The Bittinger 
Team Scholarship is just one of 
the ways that we can say thank 
you by giving back to our com-
munity," Noel Bittinger said. 
"This is our way of paving the 
way for a stronger, happier 
future for the next generation." 

For more information, con-
tact the team at (734) 459-
1010, or email Bittinger at 
noelbittinger @ remax.net 

MAKE IT-TAKE IT PARTY 
Kids ages' 5 and older can 

make a special gift for holiday 
giving Dec. 11 at the Plymouth 
CommunityArts Council. 

Class is frpm 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
so bring a lunch and be ready 
with create wonderful art and 
play some games during this 
fun-filled day. Participants will 
even make the wrapping and 
have it all decorated to take 
home. Hie cost is $40 for 
PCAC members, $45 for non-
members. 0 a s s size is limited 

To register or for more 
information; call the Arts 
Council at (734) 416-4278. 

LUNCH WITH SANTA 

Santa won't need his rein-
deer when he visits the Roman 
Forum on Saturday, Dec. 11. 
Instead, he will be arriving by 
helicopter for the restaurant's 
annual Mnch with Santa event. 

For $7y the Forum is offering 
all the pizza you can eat, plus' 
salad and soft drinks. Kids will 
get the chance to talk and take 
one photo with Santa. Each 
additional photo is $1. 

The restaurant is located at 
41601 Foard Road. Santa is set 
to arrive at 10:45 a.m., and will 
be there until 2 p.m. 

Read Taste 
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What if you 
could give someone 

a gift that could 
change their life? 

A free two-month membership to Curves may be 

the best present you'll ever give. Because along with 

the beautiful certificate, someone will be getting the 

best excuse ever to meet new friends, accomplish 

new goals and fee! a joy that will last long after the 

holiday season. That's a powerful gift for $99. 

Curves 
Hie power to amazs yourself.1 

www. curvesintematioml. com 

(734) 844-6741 
44248 Cherry Hill Road • CANTON 44717 Five Mile Road • PLYMOUTH 

New members only. Valid only at participating locations now. 

(.734)414-0515 
' i ve M i l e 1 

T H E FIRE 
THIS CHRISTMAS 

Now Specially Priced for Our 60th Anniversary! 

4K 
' S -

~ k I I 
944 Fine 

Graduate 
509 Ann Arbor Trail 

Between {jilley & Main St 
Plymouth* 734-455-3030 

Bush 

Free Gift Wrdp. • Ample Parking 
O P C . V S U N D A Y S 
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Animal rescue group 
sponsors photos with Santa 

BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

Fran Mika of Canton can't 
say enough about her cats. 

"Pets are the best stress . 
relief," said Mika. "They give 
you so much love back." 

Her two cats are Snowball 
("And she's not all white") and 
Midnight, nicknamed Pee Ah 
Bee or P.A.B. Mika finds the 
pets help her cope with the 
demands of a job and graduate 
school. 

"They give me love every 
day," she said, noting a vacation 
to a sunny clime would provide 
only short-term pleasure. "I 
think a pet is the best thiftg for 
someone who has a medical 
challenge." 

Mika planned to bring 
Snowball and Midnight to the 
PETsMART on Ford between 
Haggerty and Lilley in Canton 
for a Guardian Angel Animal 
Rescue "photos with Santa" 
session. Sessions began 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 4-5, 
and will continue on weekends 
through Dec. 19,11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. each day. 

"PETsMART puts this on 
every year," said Sandy Mezza 
of Livonia, one of the founders 
of the no-kill animal rescue 
group. The price per photo ses-
sion is $9-95 for two pictures, 
with the rescue group receiving 
half. 

Guardian Angel has pets at 

the store in Canton seven days 
a week during store hours. The 
group usually has representa-
tives at the store on weekends 
when they're not off at another 
charitable event. 

"That just means we're 
somewhere else," said Katie 
Elder of Redford, noting the 
group has rescued animals 
from throughout southeastern 
Michigan as well as up North. 

"We span one end to the 
other," Elder said. 

Mezza was holding Annie, a 
rescued German shepherd 
about seven years old and 
available for adoption. Annie 
was in a kennel up North for 
about four years. , 

"We have put a lot of money 
into a lot of animals," Mezza 
said. Fund-raisers such as the 
Santa photos help; the group 
has held picture sessions in the 
past at the PETsMART 
Northville store and had a 
great response. 

The group takes animals 
from veterinarians, Mezza said, 
as well as many animals from 
the streets. Elder said 
Guardian Angel is selling 2005. 
calendars for $17 featuring ani-
mals. "That puppy got adopted 
today," she said while looking 
at the cover photo for the cal-
endar. 

Eli Orsette played Santa 
Saturday, and agreed the pets 
will get great gifts in their 
stockings this year. 

Annie, a 7-year-old German shepherd 
available for adoption, visits with 
Santa, played by Eli Orsette. The 
Guardian Angel Animal 
Resciie/PETsMART photo sessions wilt 
continue weekends through Dec. 19 
at the Canton store, on Ford between 
Lilteyand Haggerty (north side). 

"They've been very good," 
Orsette said. 

Gerry Kruse of Plymouth 
Township was Santa Sunday 
and also enjoyed his time in 
the red suit. "It was nice and 
they thanked me, they thanked 
us," Kruse said. 

Elder and Mezza, whose 
organization emphasizes spay-
ing and neutering for pets as 
well as adoption, agreed there's 
much to love about animals. 

"Their companionship," 
Elder said. "They love you no 
matter what." 

"What's there not to love?" 
Mezza said, adding some own-
ers don't treat their pets with 
love. 

Guardian Angel Animal Rescue can be 
reached at P.O. Box 511309, Livonia, Ml 
48151 or online at www.gaar.petfinder.com. 
The phone .is (734) 332-9459, e-mai l 
ke!der@twmi.rr.com. 

Trinity concert turns silver 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 

STAFF WRITER' 

Trinity Presbyterian Church's 
25th-annual Christmas concert 
is expected to be a marriage of 
traditional songs, contempo-
rary songs and high-tech mul-
timedia entertainment. 

Trinity's "Unwrap Your 
Heart" Christmas concert is 
scheduled 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 10 and Saturday, Dec. l l 
at the church, 10101W. Ann 
Arbor Road, at the northeast 
corner of Beck and 
Gotfrudson. Tickets are $2 per 

person and can be purchased 
by calling (734)459-9550. 

"We're really going to try to 
engage all people's senses," said 
Ellie Schupra, IVinity's director 
of outreach. 

Big screen TVs, videos, and 
live drama are all expected to 
be part of the show - all tied 
into a Christmas theme, 
Schupra said. 

"We're doing a little bit of 
variety," she said. 

Tony Capianetti, who spe-
cializes in pop and jazz, will 
serve as guest soloist. Directing 
the entertainment will be 

Steven SeGraves, choral direc-
tor at Trinity. 

He also is director of the 
Farmington Community 
Chorus. 

One contemporary tune 
audience members may recog-
nize is "Peace," originally per-
formed by former Doobie 
Brothers member turned solo 
artist Michael McDonald. 
. Schupra said that she would 
like to see people turn to 
Trinity's annual Christmas con-
cert as one of their holiday tra-
ditions - akin to The Nutcracker 
and Handel's Messiah. 

LOCKDOWN 
FROM PAGE A1 

and kill people, I can see 
them," he said. "My job as a 
shooter is to get my body 
count up." 

Sgt. Jerry Hardesty said the 
whole idea of a lockdown is 
"to get people out of sight, to 
limit the targets for possible 
bad guys. 

"Schools are fairly high on 
the threat assessment because 
terrorists consider schools a 
soft target," Hardesty added. 
"We just don't prepare for a 
tornado or school shooter, we 
try to prepare for any type of 
casualty." 

Supt. Jim Ryan, who partic-
ipated in Tuesday's drill, 
knows all about needing an 
emergency plan. 

When he was superintend-
ent of Waverly Community 
Schools in Lansing, there was 
a chemistry experiment explo-
sion that created chaos. 

"One child got burned 
badly, three others had minor 
burns," Ryan said. "The fire-
men wouldn't go in the room 
because it was a hazardous 
materials situation, and the 
principal was screaming for 
them to come in. 

i4We didn't shut down the 
ventilation system, parents 
were taking kids home and we 
didn't know who was leaving," 
he added. 

"In the debriefing the next 
day, the police and firemen 
were screaming at us. We 

Canton Police 
Officer 
Robert 
Smedley and 
Bob Kays, 
director for 
student serv-
ices, talk 
about what 
happened 
during the 
emergency 
lockdown 
drill at Salem 
High School 
Tuesday 
morning. 

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAU 

Officers gather to discuss and write down ideas on how the emergency lock-
down drill went at Salem High School Tuesday morning. 

couldn't have done more 
wrong" 

Salem High School Principal 
Jerry Ostoin, before an execu-
tive session debriefing, con-
cluded the lockdown went 
well. 

"There was some excessive 
chatter in the rooms that 
needs to be addressed, and I 
closed one person's door, who 
thought the drill had been 
canceled " he said. "By law, we 
do 10 fire drills and two torna-
do drills each school year. I 
think we may do two of these a 
year." 

In one class, Smedley 
heard students laughing and 
carrying on inside the class-
room, until he pounded on the 
door screaming, "This is the 
police. Open the door." 

Students then became silent. 
"They told us to be quiet, > 

but we didn't listen," said I 
Emily Theodore, 14, of : 

Plymouth. *; 
"When the police knocked ' 

on the door, then we started t o 
be quiet." 

Chelsey Rizzo, 18, of Canton, 
said uncertain times call for 
the need to be prepared for all 
situations. 

"It should be done, consider-
ing we're at war right now, and _ 
the other things that are going 
on," said Rizzo, a Salem senior.-

"I think it's scary we have to 
practice terrorism and attack 
drills, or for a sniper on cam-
pus." 

t b r u s c a t o d i o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

(734} 459-2700 
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SEVEN 

FOOTBALL 
FIELDS OF 

EALER TRADE CENTER, INC. 

MONDAY 
DEC. 6 

THURSDAY 
DEC. 9 

SUNDAY 
DEC. 5 

OPEN 
10-6 

WEDNESDAY FRIDAY TUESDAY 
DEC. 7 

OPEN 
i 2 - e 

SATURDAY 
DEC. 11 

OPEN 
l O - O 

DEC. 8 DEC. 10 

SUNDAY 
DEC. 12 

OPEN 
10-7 

TUESDAY 
DEC. 14 

OPEN 
10>9 

FRIDAY 
DEC. 17 

OPEN 
1 0 - 1 0 

SATURDAY 
DEC. IS 

OPEN 
9-10 

MONDAY 
DEC.13 

OPEN 
l O - O 

WEDNESDAY 
DEC. 15 

OPEN 
1 D - 9 

THURSDAY 
DEC. 18 

OPEN 
10-9 

SUNDAY 
DEC. 19 

OPEN 
9-8 

MONDAY 
DEC.20 

OPEN 
9-10 

FRIDAY 
DEC. 24 

OPEN 
9 * 5 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 
DEC. 23 

OPEN 
9 - t O 

TUESDAY 
DEC.21 

OPEN 
9-10 

DEC. 22 CLOSED 

Happy Holidays 

HUNDREDS OF 
SHOPS SELLING 
EVERYTHING 

AN ENDLESS CHOICE 
OF FINE JEWELRY 

GOLD • SILVER • DIAMONDS • CHAINS 
RINGS • BRACELETS • EARRINGS 

SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES 'CHARMS 
WATCHES • TURQUOISE 

OVER 30 JEWELERS 

A GIFT FOR 
EVERYONE ON 

YOUR LIST 
CELL PHONES 

14K GOLD & SILVER 
WATCHES - TOYS 
LEATHER COATS 
COLLECTIBLES 
DOLLAR ITEMS 
CAR STEREOS 

KICKER BOXES 
WESTERN WEAR 
PURSES - PETS 
VIDEO GAMES 

CLOTHING 
PERFUME 

AFRICAN ART 
MINI-CYCLES 

GUITARS - CD'S 
BODY JEWELRY 

TATTOOS - SWORDS 
SPORTS MEMORABILIA 

RHD HAT ITEMS 
KNIVES - DVD'S 

AND MUCH, 

MICHIGAN'S FINEST 

VISIT I Is AT DEC. 10-11-12 
FRI 12-9 • SAT 10-6 • SUN 10-6 

BRING YOUR FIREARMS 
BUY! TRADE! SELL! 

HANDGUNS • RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • KNIVES 
NEED PARTS? ...WE GOT 'EM • SCOPES • GRIPS 
BOOKS • MILITARY SURPLUS • JERKY & MORE! 

SUPER DEALS ON AMMO 
ADMISSION $5.00 • Not all dealers participate on Friday 

NO ONE UNDER 18 ADMITTED WITHOUT PARENT. PICTURE ID IS REQUIRED. 
FIREARM SALES TO OR THRU LICENSED FFL DEALERS ONLY. 

J - 'J? 
I 

Gibraltar 
TRADE CENTER, INC. 

TAYLOR 
15525 RACHO RD. 

(I-75 at EXIT 36) 
734-287-2000 

ADMISSION TO THE 
TRADE CENTER 

M O N D A Y T H R U FRIOAY 

D E C E M B E R 6 T H t h r u D E C E M B E R 10TH 

VALID FOB ONE (1) ADMISSION ONLY OE • 

G r e a t R a t e 

Get a rate that 
works hard for you. 

APY 
9-Month CD 

From the Hardest Working Bank in the Business. 
Just stop in any of our Southeastern Michigan Banking Centers. 

VISIT www.53.com 

Fifth Third Bank 
Working H a r d T o Be T h e Only B a n k You'll Ever Nee„d? 

" L i m i t e d t i m e offer. M i n . i m u m r e q u i r e d b a l a n c e ! $ 5 0 0 . M a x i m u m d e p o s i t : $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 . O f f e r v a l i d at p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

Sou theas te rn M i c h i g a n l o c a t i o n s o n i y . Fi f th T h i r d B a n k reserves t h e r i gh t t o r e fuse a n y d e p o s i t . N o t a v a i l a b l e fo r 

c o m m e r c i a l a n d n o n - p r o f i t a c c o u n t s . F i f th T h i r d a n d Fi f th T h i r d B a n k a re reg i s te red s e r v i c e m a r k s o f 

Fi f th T h i r d B a n c o r p . M e m b e r F D I C . Equa l H o u s i n g Lender . 

OE080798 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.gaar.petfinder.com
mailto:der@twmi.rr.com
http://www.53.com
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Landers brings 

cuisine to Canton 
PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Landers Pita Cafe employees Anass Takharimi (left) and chef Mohamad Nairn 
display a few of the dishes now available at the new Canton restaurant. 

tesk C t l t . . . . . . $ 1 0 ° D / ? e g u f a r t y $13 

Hills Cut*...,...* '800 

8 Vears & Under 

Manicure/Pedicure Special $40 

WVk&m 
£jL7 

P êii muhm MAmm tmm Hours: M-F 10-7:30 
Sat. 9:30-5 

BY KURT KUBAN 
STAFF WRITER 

You won't find anything on 
the menu at the new Landers 
Pita Cafe that you wouldn't 
find on owner Mazen Halabi's 
own kitchen table. 

Halabi, who is a native of 
Syria and current resident of 
Dearborn Heights, says the 
restaurant specializes in 
Mediterranean dishes, found 
throughout the Middle Eastern 
world, from countries includ-
ing Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 

Egypt and Iraq. 
"I was very careful in select-

ing the dishes I have. If I don't 
like it, I won't sell it," Halabi 
said. "I've selected the best o f 
what each country has to offer. 
Every country has its own dish 
it is known for, and I picked 
the stuff I liked." 

Halabi, who is a mechanical 
inspector for the city of 
Dearborn, opened the restau-
rant last month in the Golden 
Gate Shopping Center on 
Lilley, just south of Joy. It is 
located in the site formerly 

Walk-ins Welcome 

W W Fire M e • Ffptt®isSlt * 734-420-7800 

Foot and ankle problems can literally 
alter, or even ruin, a person's lifestyle. 

Dr. Tammy Gephart is a specialist in the 
prevention, care and cure of foot and 
ankle problems, offering both conserv-
ative and surgical procedures for 
treatment. 
As a podiatric surgeon, Dr. Gephart 
also has a strong interest in sports 
injuries, and works in general podiatry, 
pediatrics, orthotics, and diabetic limb 
salvage. 

Credentials: 
» C^.iJu^ie :)/.!/(; (.allege of 

PudiJiru- Medicine 

• Surgical Residency: Northport VA 

Medical Cenler 

• Member American College of Foot 

and Ankle Surgeons 

• Studied with Dr. John Burzotta, 
Foot/Ankle Specialist, New York Jets 

• Member American Podiatric Medical 
Association 

• Member Michigan Podiatric Medical 
Assocation 

• Member The American Diabetes 
Association 

• HIPPA Compliant 

For a confidential consultation, call: 
Dr. Tammy Gephart, D.P.M. 

ASSOCIATES IN PODIATRY 
OF MICHIGAN, PLLC 

734-414-0874 

Stop suffering p?r 

Irom foot or ankle 3?j 
problems today! 

Dr Gephart, 
D.P.M. can treat; 

Sports or 

Injuries 

Bunions 

Hammer Joe 

Flat Feet 

ingrown Toenails/ 
Nail Conditions: 

Arch Pain 

Achilles 
Tendonitis 

Heel Pam 

Bursitis 

Arthritis 

Diabetes and 

H Z ) i ^ e m e m b e ^ 

a s a k i d l y i ^ g 

awake 

Hours wai f ing 

f o r K i m « H e c k , 

J remember 

doing it last 
// 

year. 

Santa strikes 
again 

620 STARKWEATHER 
Old Village • Plymouth 

734-453-1860 
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-8 • Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-4 

OEOS2SQ331 

Winter Clearance 
Kick-off Sale 

Saturday, December 11th 

Related Limb 

Neuromas 

Just when you thought our prices couldn't 
any better...we will be kicking off our Winter 

Clearance on Saturday, December 11th. Almost 
all gently used items will be 

40% off from 9:00 -10:59am 
and 25% off the rest of the day. 

No othfr discounts/coupons apply to this sale. 
SBme large Items may not be on sale. 

I 

i 

1 

I 
9 

I 

Store Hours: 
Mon-Sat 10am-Spm 

Sunday Noon-5pm 
Dec. 11th9am-8pm 

990 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Suite 200 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

>•'< V* S ( i i r f rmva.c.T: ' i jauv 

Subscribe today, call 1-866-88-PAPER 

Although Landers specializes in Middle Eastern cuisine, they do offer 
American dishes such as this fish and chips platter. 

occupied by the Kabob Pita 
Cafe. Despite the similarity in 
name, Halabi said he has an 
entirely different menu, as well 
as new staff, including lead 
chef Mohamad Nairn, who has 
35 years of experience prepar-
ing Middle Eastern cuisine, 
including stints at popular area 
restaurants, La Shish and The 
Sheik. 

This is the first business ven-
ture for Halabi, who has 
always dreamed of opening 
and running his own business. 
He said if Landers has any spe-
cially, it is the many sandwich-
es and roll-ups they offer, 
which include Kasaida chick-
en/steak, shawarma 
chicken/beef, and the kafta 
sandwich. The menu also 
includes numerous salads, 
soups, dinner combos, and 
Mediterranean specialties like 
shish kabobs, kibee and 
shawarma. There are also 

several American dishes 
including fish and chips, and 
burgers. 

"We're priced very competi-
tively. All we ask is that people 
give us. a try," Halabi said. 

The restaurant also caters 
parties, and has a number of 
special trays that Halabi said 
will meet most tastes. 

During its grand opening, 
which runs through Christmas, 
Landers has a special offer of 
$1 for a second sandwich, after 

' the first is purchased at full 
price. Normal weekly specials 
include $0.99 burgers on 
Tuesdays, and four mini-pock-
ets for $2.99 on Sundays. 

The restaurant's hours are 8 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Sundays. For more informa-
tion, contact the store at (734) 
414-6200. 

kkuban@oe.homecomm.r ie t 

RGRin 

Loofc f o r t he H o l i d a y T a g s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s to re 

t o t r e a t y o u r s e l f to g r e a t s a v i n g s t h i s h o l i d a y eeaeon . . 

Up to 5 G % O F F oft se ieeteq n u i n s : 

r iay it Again Smarts, 42575 r u n i m i , , Samui». i«t 45*57 - 754-844-35?* 
Play it A p i n Sports. 18809 Eureka Rd., Soutiigate. Ml 48195 • 734-284-7488 

Bring m Ms atf and net an additional $5,0(1 m a g u t gurcftase or more (1 mm per customer} 

T-N-T ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTIONS W 
PRESENTS JSf* 

"THE HOST EXPLOSWE * 
m m m m m SHOW a r o u k o to*8 

,< 

— # 

# 

# t 

# 

J * 1 8 1 f t & l i f e H t ® 4 

i b @ » i B ! » l p E S i & i p s i i • 

„ r i P f f S ^ i l ? » 
» © i n n ^ - -
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Register for Classes 
Beginning in January 
Award Winning All 

Boys Classes 
Recreational & 

Competitive Programs 

R e g i o n a l & N a t i o n a l 

C h a m p i o n s 

Calli or LEAP into 

o n t h e c o r n e r of C h e r r y Hi l l & R i d g e R d in C a n t o n 

Tickets $18 Group & School Discounts Available -J|-L 
Tickets may be purchased at these participating locations: 

Cen t ra l Ci ty D a n c e 4 5 9 - 0 4 0 0 Bee ' s C o s t u m e 4 2 1 - 8 8 5 5 
D a n c e w e a r Ga l l e r y 207 -7730 Lynch ' s D a n c e Supp ly 4 2 5 - 1 6 0 1 

Tickets wilt not be sold the day of the show. For more Information call: 734-459-0400 

IIS! 

734-459-0400 j 
8004 Sheldon Road • Canton i 

Home of the Central City J 
Christmas Spectacular! ji 

www.centralcitydance.com j 

Get the personal checking 
account without the asterisk. 

ffet liberty 
Bank 

ew Location! 

Member FDI 

1333 W. Ann Arbor Rd • Plymouth 
www.NewLibertyBank.com 

(734) 455-1511 

£ f e a s e see a cus tomer scrvice representa t ive for deta i ls 

No monthly fee 

No per check charge 

No minimum balance 

No direct deposit required 

No fee Online Banking 

. v W J " ! 

http://www.hometoivnlife.com
http://www.centralcitydance.com
http://www.NewLibertyBank.com
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FOR THE RECORD 

T 
SNAKES 
FROM PAGE A1 

For the Record appears m-every 
edition of the Observers Eccentric 
Newspapers, 
Complete paid obi tuar ies can be 
found inside today's Sportsrsection 
in Passages on page C9. 

DEATHS 

Matthew Todd Bilbey, 33, of Grand 
Blanc, formerly of Clarkston, died 
Dec. 3. 

K 
Paul S. Kittredge, 86, of East Tawas, 
formerly of Clarkston, died Dec. 6. 
Bruno E.Kobernik, 89, diedjDec. 5. 

Christian Mayer;74, of Garden City, 
died Dec. 4. 

P 
Sophie G. Pace, of Westland, died 
Dec. A. 
Ruth Perry, 79, of Livonia, died Dec. 5. 

R 
Edmund J. Repucci, 79, of 
Farmington Hills, formerly of 
Bioomfield Hills, died Nov. 27. 

T 
Margot Thielemann, 82, of 
Farmington Hills, died Dec. 2. 

W 
Steven Donald Wedge, of 
Birmingham, died Dec. 6. 

POLICE 
Mandolin missing 

The manager of the Guitar Center 
on Ford Road reported to Canton 
Police that someone took a man-
dolin from the store on Dec. 7. There 
were no witnesses and no suspects. 
The mandolin was valued at $269. 

Purse lifted 
A Canton resident told police 

someone stole her purse and cell 
phone from her car while she was 
parked in the parking lot at Canton 
Charter Academy. The incident hap-
pened about 8 a.m. on Dec. 7. 

Another purse taken 
A Livonia woman told police some-

one stole her purse while she was 
attending a Christmas party at 
Sneaky's on Lilley Road. 

The theft occurred between 9 p.m. 
Dec. 6 and 2 a.m. Dec. 7. 

Wallet taken 
A resident of Honeytree Boulevard 

said someone took nis wallet from 
the glove compar tment of his 
unlocked car which was in the park-
ing lot of the apartment complex. 
He said the wallet contained credit 

cards, some of which were subse-
quently used fraudulently. 

THiNKiNG ABOUT 
* 

it to the Detroit Zoo for safe-
keeping. The other snakes 
were kept in their cages and 
secured in their rooms. 

"The guy's lucky to be alive," 
Barrett said. "He's lucky the 
Detroit Zoo had the antidote to 
the venom. The bushmaster is 
one of the most venomous 
snakes in the world." 

Actually, according to vari-
ous Internet sites, the bush-
master, which is native to 
Central and South America, is 
not the most venomous snake, 

but, because of its size and the 
size of its fangs, it injects a 
large amount of venom when it 
bites. 

The Australian Taipan snake 
is generally considered to be 
the world's deadliest, with a 
bite that is reportedly 50 times 
more toxic than a cobra's. 

And, according to Canton 
Police Sgt. Rick Pomorski, 
Hatfield has five of them in 
cages in an upstairs bedroom, 
along with many other vari-
eties. 

As for the bushmaster, he's 
not part of the family anymore. 

"We entered into an agree-
ment with him where he will 

surrender his .right to the 
snake," Pomorski said. "It's at 
the zoo'now. His request was 
that if the zoo wants it, please 
keep it for exhibit. Otherwise it 
will be euthanized." 

Pomorski said the police 
wanted Hatfield to relinquish 
ownership of all his snakes. 

"He didn't want to do that," ' 
he said. "He said he'd have them 
out of his house by Friday at 7 
p.m." 

Hatfield has been issued a 
civil citation by the township 
for violation of a township ordi-
nance which makes it unlawful 
to possess certain animals, 
including "poisonous reptiles, 

spiders and insects." 
A court hearing has been 

scheduled for next week in 35th 
District Court in Plymouth. 

"If the snakes are not dis-
posed of by then," Pomorski 
said, "we will petition the court 
and ask for a court order to dis-
pose of them." 

Even if the snakes are gbne, 
the hearing will be held anyway 
because the township will seek 
restitution for costs incurred in 
the incident, as well as the dis-
position of the snakes if neces-
sary. 

Pomorski said collecting 
venomous snakes was appar-
ently a hobby Hatfield had 

pursued for years. 
"There seems to be a large £ 

interest among a number of 
people regarding snakes," he 
said. "There's a following of ;; 
people. You get to know them, 
you network, you get them off 
the Internet." 

He said his department has 
received several telephone calls 
from people who want to 
either take the snakes or assist 
the police in getting them out 
of the house. 

"Apparently a lot of people -
like snakes," he said. 

jgiadcten@oe.homecomm.net 
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( 7 3 4 ) O m , 
Our SQmlfear! 

UNITED T | r t l | p A T U R E 
8919 MIDDL^Slr* LIVONIA 

Your 
F e r f e 

H&Ssda 
ism! 

Ms. Pac Man/Galaga 
Golden Tee 

Mega Touch! 

Pi 
)u 
Video Bartop 
Games, 
Foosball,Air 
Hockey, Sports 
Games, and mucti 
much more. 

Hundreds of games in stock! 

M 

s and souba coats frorrrrelat 
IN COAfS, SELECTION VARIFS 8Y STORE. 

eatJie* jackets f rom Perry Ellis Uim 39b 00 WW- ST0UK lollday tnro. Ortg. 3.80-
" sjlf! 1 70 560.00. insifTs; V -I'arisicin Woiks 

21) 00 3 9 00 

SAVE EVEN MORE WITH YOUR COUPONS 
TAKE AN EXTRA 1 5 % O F F TAKE AN EXTRA 1 5 % O F F 

any single REGULAR-PRICED, sale or clearance item any single REGULAR-PRICED, sale or clearance item TAKE AN 
EXTRA 20%OFF VALID THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 THRU SUNDAY. DECEMBER 12 

*lake 10Many single regular-priced, sale or clearance item in Jane Seymour furniture. 
Schaeffsr optical products, shoes, men's suits and sport coats and ladies' suits and dresses. 

VALID THURSDAY DECEMBER 9 THRU SUNDAY. DECEMBER 12 
Take 10X off any single regular-priced, sale or clearance item in Jane Seymour furniture, 

Schaeffer optical products, shoes, men's suits and sport coats and ladies' suits and dresses. ANY SALE OR CLEARANCE PURCHASE ON ENTIRE STOCK 
OF FINE JEWELRY ALREADY REDUCED 40-50% 

VALID THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 THRU SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 

S K U J D E S S I J l ^ l H M S . $ U F £ R S P E m L S . B O O f i B L 6 1 S t S . MR S I I ^ K I X A U £ N EDKOHEra APPLE EPOO AND 
IP00 ACCESSORIES. AROMff lBIE. AKIHUS COURT 8 l f « H S T 0 C K . BORN. BIIRBERW CHRISTOPHER RADKO. CLUE USSY LU 
COACa COLE HAM. E t t & M ACCESSORIES. COSMETICS. DEMDACO. DONALD J P l J K f f i ELECTRONICS. FAQ S O W A f f i FEKRASAMO 
f U l R f i W I U t FRA6RINCES. BARRELS 8 MARKS. 6 f T CARDS. S I M A 1 H U U E H BOOIYA. O H T B i n S A K I DESIGNER COLLECTIONS IN 
FINE U SPECV1 EVENTS AND HATCHES IN FINE JEWELAY SSWICE CONTRACTS IN FINE m m ICON. IN05G0 PALMS. B U M 
S O R KATE S P U E M R S SHOES. LEE M I D D L E D * 1 0 1 3 . U U Y PULf lZH, M R C JACOBS SHOES. MACHINES. HffHISTO. M E f f f t O L 
MICHAEL MICHAEL KISS. MICHAEL SIMON. MEN'S L E f l H f f i OUTERWEAR. ( S I ' S SUIT CARAVAN. MUKR0. NAT N A S I 
PRODUCTS. RALff l UUREH W L O R E K S W M . REEF ROBERT ® L B 0 T l SALONS. SERVICES S I M P E R IMASE SIMPLE. 

ORDERS, S I JOHN, STUART W H t Z H M t LADIES' W D JUNIORS' SWWfEAR, LADIES' OUTERWEAR. THOMAS KINKADE 
TOMMY BAHAMA. U K . V H A WANS «HB VOTIVO. MUST PRESENT THS DISCOUNT 0FFHI FOR SAVIKS8. CANNOT BE 
OTHER DISCOUNT OFFER. N0F VALID 0N P R E V t a Y PURCHASED HEMS. 

EXCUSES S U M ITEMS, SUPER SPECIALS. DOORBUSTERS. INCREDIBLE VALUE [TEWS. AIR STDQOKR ALLEN EBMUOS, P l i IPO0 A M 
I POO ACCESSORIES. ASOMAJIflUE. ARTHUR COURTBIRXEHSTOCK. BORN. BR6HTON. BURBERRY CHRISTOH© M M , CLUB UBBY LU. 
C0U3 I . COLE H A W . COSMETIC ACCESSORIES. COSMETICS. DEKOACO DONALD J P U W R ELECTRONICS. WO S C H W R 1 FERRJSAHD. 
FUJRSYYI l lE F R U H M C E S 6ARF1EL0 S MARKS. 0 F T CARDS. SNA A L H A H E R GOOTVA. GREAT B U R m t E S W E R COLLECTIONS IN 

HCHES IN FINE JEWEUTt S & l f l C E C0NIRACISIH FINE JEWELRY. ICON. INDIGO PALMS. ISLAND 
SHOES. I S MIODLETON. LEVI'S I I L U PULITZER. MARC JACOBS SHOES. MAEA21ISS. KEPHSTO. HERRELi. 

M ICHAE MICHf f l . K0RS. KCHAEL SIMON. M D f S LEATHER OUTERWEAR. MEWS SUIT CARAVAN MUNRO. NAT S I S L 0 U 0 E I PRIESTESS 
•EXCLUDES GREAT BDYS. DESIGNER C O L L E C T S . SPECIAL E V f f i S . WATCHES AND SERVICE CONTRACTS IN FIXE 

JEWELRY. WIST PRESENT THIS DISCOUNT OFFER FOR SAVW6S. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OFFER. NOT VALID OH 

PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS PRODUCTS RALPH LAUREN Of f l f lSBBWEAR. R E E ROBERT IALB0TT SALONS. SERVICE, SHARP® IMAGE S I W * £ SAUCt SPECIAL 
. S t JOHN STUART WE1TZMAH. LADIES' AKO JUMORS" SWWHEAH LAKES' OUTER HEAR, THOMAS KUBADE ART TRAfALSAR. 

TOMMY B A W M A I S O VERA WANS AND VOTIVC. W S T PRESENT THIS DISCOUNT OFFER FOR SAVINGS. CMfllOT BE COMBINED WTTH AMY 
DINER M O U N T OFFER. NOTVALID ON PREVIOUSLY 

" ' I ' M 
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www.ccme.net 
35525 Schoolcraft • Livonia 

734-432-1040 
Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 9-1 

OE08277048 

DEFERRED BILLING OPTION 
NO INTEREST FOR 120 DAYS WHEN YOU SPEND $150 ON YOUR PARISIAN CHARGE CARD. 

Offer valid during our Holiday Gift Sale. Subject to credit approval, additional terms and conditions. See an associate for details. 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

• I I • I M + I • \ • I • I I • 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424>8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM ESTAmerican Express not accepted with phone orders. 
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (243) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 9S3-7500 open Thurs. 9-10, Fri.-Sat. 8-10, Sun 10-9 

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON 
STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEsWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. Percentages off regular prices or original prices, as shown. 

A c t u a l s a v i n g s m a y e x c e e d s t a t e d p e r c e n t a g e off . "Regu la r" a n d "Or ig ina l" p r i c e s re f l ec t d f f e r l n g p r i c e s w h i c h m a y n o t h a v e resu l ted In a c t u a l s a l e s . M e r c h a n d i s e se lec t ion m a y v a r y f r o m o n e s t o r e t o a n o t h e r . 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:jgiadcten@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.ccme.net
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CLARIFICATION 
Sunday's "Our Kids Can't 

Wait — Fair Funding for 
Schools" story should have 
indicated that the $110-$120 
per student cost for retirement 
is the increase in the payment 
school districts must make in 
2004-05. Last year, the dis-

tricts' contribution was 12.99 
percent of teachers' actual 
wages. It jumped to 14.87 per-
cent this year. For example, for 
a teacher earning $60,000, the 
retirement cost would.have 
been $7,794 in 2003-04. This 
year's cost would be $8,999. 

Longtime health official retires 

Santa's 
Favorite Chair 
...is now Barca\ounger* 
Holiday Sale Priced! 

We have plenty of recliners in exciting 
styles, leathers and fabrics on sale and 

ready for delivery in time for the holidays. 

See Us For Unique 
Home Furnishings 

And For Holiday 
Gift 
Needs. 

FINANCING UP TO 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST" 

Since 1933 

m. 
Walker/Huzenberg 

fine furniture 

240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 ® Sun. 1-5 

Hurry in for best selection and availability 
www.walkerbuzenberg.com 

* with credit approval 
. r i ^ w ftFn>WAn' 

Gloria Bruhowzki, who has 
been the president of the 
United Home Health Services 
in Canton for more than 20 
years, has retired. 

UHHS, which is located at 
2200 Canton Center Road, is a 
non-profit, Medicare-certified 
home health care agency that 
is an affiliate of Garden City 
Hospital. 

It provides skilled nursing 
and therapy services. 

Bruhowzki's long list of 
accomplishments include 
being a past president of 
Michigan Home Health 
Association, consultant to Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, 
and leader on the Michigan 
Home Health Association , 

Reimbursement Committee. 
She was also the recipient of 
the National Leadership 
Award from the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee in 2003. 

"It has been my pleasure to 
serve United, our affiliate 
Garden City Hospital, and the 
community. UHHS is a quality 
organization. Thestaff is 
exceptional and will miss 
them," Bruhowzki said. 

The UHHS Board of 
Directors has appointed Penny 
Rhein as Bruhowzki's replace-
ment. ! 

She has been vice-president 
of UHHS for 11 years and has 
been with the company since 
its founding in 1983. 

1 

Gloria Bruhowzki (right), outgoing president of United Home Health Services 
in Canton, accepts a plague of appreciation from Gary Ley, CEO of Garden City 
Hospital, and Penny Rhein, who is replacing Bruhowzki. 

Property rezoning draws flak from residents 
BY J A C K GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

A request to designate two 
small parcels of land on 
Canton Center Road from 
medium-low density residen-
tial to office use won approval 
from the Planning 
Commission Monday night, 
despite opposition from resi-
dents in adjacent neighbor-
hoods, who don't like the idea. 

The land in question is on 
the east side of Canton Center 
just south of the Farmer Jack 
center. A l60-by-639-foot lot 
immediately south of Farmer 
Jack is occupied by one single-
family home. The property 
south of that is occupied by an 
automobile service facility. 

Mel Morris, who owns the 
property on which the house is 
located, made the request to 
have the zoning designation 
changed on the future land use 
map from residential to local 
shopping with office use rec-
ommended. 

The planning department 
incorporated his request with 
their own recommendation to 
change the designation on 
both properties - his and the 
one occupied by the auto cen-
ter. 

"The parcels, individually, 
are not wide enough to split or 
develop in any other manner 

3 0 / A P Y 

/ O 

Gie&t iva 

Get a 15-month 
Certificate of . 
Deposit* 

New liberty 
Bunk 

New location! 
) 

\A\ 

\ n i r/vrbor Rd • Plymouth 
• www.newlibertybank.com 

'lifeiia. n. Opening Celebration 
Dec. 6-10, 2004 

t I Member FD1C 

'I've lived here for eight 
years. The quality of life is 
what needs to be looked at. 
We're opposed to any 
commercial development 
on this site.' 
Beth Shockey 
resident 

under the current zoning," 
Canton planner Jeff Goulet 
told the commission. "The 
office designation would allow 
some flexibility for reuse of the 
Morris parcel and allow for an 
appropriate transition zone 
between the community shop-
ping center use at the intersec-
tion to the lower intensity resi-
dential uses to the east and 
south." 

B.ut resident Beth Shockey, 
who lives on Gerald Court just 
south of the auto center, wasn't 
happy with the proposal. 

"I've lived here for eight 
years," she said. "The quality of 
life is what needs to be looked 
at. We're opposed to any com-
mercial development on this 
site." 

Shockey, who, along with 

numerous other neighboring 
residents, signed petitions 
opposing the project, cited var-
ious reasons for their opposi-
tion, including: 

Decreased property value, 
security risk, unpleasant view > 
of buildings/pavement versus 
homes, annoying illuminated 
signs, disturbing parking 
lights, foul garbage dumpsters,-
unwelcome noise and 
increased flow of traffic. 

She presented the commis-
sion with pictures her group ' 
had taken of messy dumpsters : 
in strip malls. 

While the commission 
agreed that some of the pic-
tures were upsetting, and 
probably indicated violation of; 
ordinance regulations, the dis-
cussion focused primarily on ; 
the use of the site for an office ' 
building and not for commer- r 
cial retail. 

Commissioner Melissa 
McLaughlin asked Goulet if, 1 

since the proposal was for a 
change in designation on the 
future land use map and not 
an actual rezoning, the com-
mission would have enough : 
leverage to insist on office use : 
for the site. 

Goulet said yes. 
"I told the petitioners the 

only way you'll get this 
approved is to limit it to office 
use"he said. 

- Bob Olson, a real estate bro-
ker representing Morris, said 
the designation they were 
requesting would serve as a 
transition between hard com-
mercial and residential devel-
opments. 

'You've got hard commercial 
on the north and hard com-

. mercial on the south," he said. 
"We asked what are we going 
to do for this site that would be 
best for Canton and best for 
the surrounding neighbors. I 
feel this is going to bring prop-
erty values up." 

And Morris told the com-
mission that the only way the 
•garage next door is going to go 
away is if an office building 
goes in. 

"You could put a doctor's 
office in there or a dentist's 
office" he said. "I have a cus-
tomer>for my property and he's 
committed to building a nice 
building. I, for one, would not 
let a retail store go in there." 

Resident James Guth 
addressed the commission 
briefly. 

"I came in here very much 
opposed to this," he said. "As 
long as you keep it as office, I 
feel much better about it." 

The proposal was approved 
unanimously. 

j g l a d d e n @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

(734) 459-2700 

Hands On 
Center 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

BOARDING SCHOOL 

Presented by 

jotiafU 
we settle any tax, 

N o v i c e snowboarders , in 
par t icu lar , are p rone t o i n j u r i n g 
themse lves o n the slopes. The 
c o m b i n a t i o n of f i xed b i n d i n g s 
and the fact that sno ivboarders 
r ide s ideways meansLthat t h e y 
mos t o f t en try t o b reak the i r 
fa l ls w i t h the i r arms, i n j u r i n g 
the i r wr i s ts a n d shou lde rs . 
U n l i k e sk i ing , w h e r e ; r isk 
increases as p e o p l e b e c o m e 
m o r e p r o f i c i e n t a n d ski -faster, 
s tudies have s h o w n tha t s n o w 
b o a r d i n g is mos t dange rous 
d u r i n g the f irst f ew days o n t h e 
slopes. Some studies sav tha t 
t h e risk o f i n j u r y i n . s n o w -
b o a r i d i n g is 2 0 % in t h e first f ive 
days of s tar t ing the spo r t , -wh ich 
is q u i t e h i gh . In jur ies i n c l u d e 

v e r y b a d f ractures o f t he w r i s t , 
r e q u i r i n g casts, p ins , o r sc rews 
a n a tak ing 1 2 - 1 6 weeks t o heal 
w i t h phys ica l t he rapy . 

Proper s t re tch ing b e f o r e a n d 
af ter s n o w b o a r d i n g t o i nc rease 
f lex ib i l i t y , g o o d i ns t ruc t i on a n d 
w e a r i n g p ro tec t i ve gea r are 
e f fec t i ve w a y s to dec rease t h e 
r isk of ser ious in ju r ies . If y o u 
w o u i d l i ke f u r t he r i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t today 's t op i c o r to sched -
u l e an a p p o i n t m e n t f o r phys i ca l 
therapy , c a l l HANDS ON 
CENTER FOR PHYSICAL 
THERAPY, at 4 5 5 - 8 3 7 0 . W e are 
c o n v e n i e n t l y l o c a t e d a t 6 5 0 
South M a i n Street in d o w n t o w n 
P l y m o u t h a n d w e have easy 
access a n d pa rk ing . 

P.S. Rehabilitation tor lower back pain will increase muscle strength 

in the lower back.and abdomen, a s well as improve flexibility. 

(4357) 

Plan your weekend 
activities 

each Thursday 
.with Filter 

• ... 

Please recycle this newspaper 

"Annual Percentage Yield (Ai'V) ct' 3% for our ]5-monih CD is accurate as of Dee. 6, 2004. Rates available for Certificates of $500 to $99,000. 
A t e CD is opened, rate is fixed for tiic ton. Substantia! penalty for early witMrawal. Offer g o & for a lisnited time only. Piessse cal! for details. 

All American and Mediterranean Food 

8565 N. Lilley • Cantari| 

734-414-6200 
in Golden Gate Center • Mon.-Sai. 8am-9pm; Sun, lOamSpm 

'Simply J&ood Food at a Great Price 

Landers Grand Opening Specia l 
K i l l / f i t i i / sandwich $ • 0 0 

Get 2nd sandwich for only J L 
Must be same sandwich • Coupon only • Expires 12-24-04 

Starting in January, Don't Miss Out on These: 
CRAM TUESDAY SPECIAL f SIMAY SPECIAL 

Buy a Chicken or Beef g Buy 4 Mini-Pita Pocket 

burger for only... 99* * Combos for only... *2.99 
IFREE DELIVERY 

($10 minimum purchase) 
D a i l y L u n c h 

S p e c i a l s 
H a l a l Mea t s 

A v a i l a b l e 
QEQ828Q030 1 

http://www.walkerbuzenberg.com
http://www.newlibertybank.com
mailto:jgladden@oe.homecomm.net
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WINE 
1 FROM PAGE A1 • 

! \ 

; stores in Michigan (her's is No. 
6) and probably about 10 to 12 
throughout the United States. 

^ "All the wine that is sold in 
•\ this store is made in this 
• store," she said. "You can come 
I in and taste any wine before 
1 you buy it. Try that at your 
> local store." 

But the best par t may be 
making your own wines, cus-
tomized to your own taste. 

The wine is made from kits 
' tha t are assembled in Canada 
i and shipped to the local stores. 

The process is simple 
enough. If you want to make 
your own wine, you choose a 
variety, sample it and they'll 
customize it to your taste — 
•sweeter, drier, more oak taste, 
whatever. 

Then the grape juice, grape 
1 juice concentrate, or a blend of 
• the two is put into a fermenta-
, tion jar with added ingredients 
: to help the yeast work. Once 
, the customer adds the yeast, 
• the mixture stays in the fer-

mentation jar for six or eight 
weeks, depending on the vari-
ety. 

• . At the end of the process, 
;• the customer is called back to 
; the store to bottle, cork, seal 
: and label their custom-made 
j wines. And while the store fur-
! nishes standard labels, cus-
tomized labels are also avail-

: able so you can create your 
: own chateau. 

These wines are not like the 
ones your grandfather made 
from Concord grapes. The 

TOM HOFFMEYER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Vintner's sells their own wine, includ-
ing the popular ice-style dessert 
wines. 

grapes come from all over the 
world, including California, 
France, Australia and Italy, 
and the varieties range from 
Merlot to Chardonnay, from 
Pinot Noir to Riesling. 

One particular favorite, 
according to Nowacki, is ice 
wine, which originated in 
Germany in the 1700s, and is 
made from grapes that were 
allowed to stay on the vine 
until the first freeze or frost. 
The freeze/thaw cycle caused 
the sugar in the grapes to 
become concentrated. 

"It's a dessert wine that is 
particularly appropriate for 
the holidays," she said. "But it's 
so sweet, you really don't need 
dessert — just the wine." 

Nowacki also offers gift bas-

SUNDAY 
OBSERVER 

Don't miss Mike's "biggest ever" 

I Day Holiday llfleat Sale 
(Tuesday, December 14th 9am - 9pm) 

Great Savings on Pork, Beef, Chicken, Hams, 
Cooked Shrimp, Crab Legs, Fresh and Smoked 

Kielbasa, and much, much more! 

kets, wine racks and a few 
other accessories. She also 
holds wine tastings after regu-
lar hours for groups of up to 
20 people, who can bring their 
own hors d'oeurves or she'll 
furnish thqm. 

Store hours for the moment 
are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Thursday and Friday 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. 

The official grand opening 
and ribbon cutting is sched-
uled for noon Friday, Dec. 10. 
And for six days, Dec. 10 
through Dec. 15, she's giving 
out prizes. Customers can fill 
out a card with their name and 
phone number, no purchase 
necessary, and don't have to be 
present to win. 

Prizes range from a wine 
cooler filled with wine to a 
Cabela's fly rod combination. 

For more information, call 
(734) 354-WINE. 

j g l a d d e n l i o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

( 734 )459 -2700 

C e l e b r a t e 

N e w Y e a r ' s w i t h 

f a m i l y & f r i e n d s a t 

R o m a B a n q u e t s 

Friday, December 31 
8:00 pm to 2:00 am 

$100 p e r c o u p l e includes: 

• Reserved searing 

•Showcase buffer dinner 
and sweer rable 

•Premium bar package 

•Live enrerrainmenr 
by Channel 6 

•Festive hats, balloons 
and noisemakers 

J 
•Champagne toasr and 
pizza snack at midnight 

Purchase tickets Mon-Sat 
10:00 am fo 5:00 pm 

Cash and money orders welcome 
(checks until Dec. 15) 

Mast be si and over to attend 

Roma @ Banquets 
MEMBER OF THE BURTON MANOR FAMILY 

32550 Cherry Hill Road, Garden City 

734/422-4550 

DID YOU KNOW? 

• The teen book group, 
Book and Pizza Club, is read-

, ing Son of the Mob by Gordon 
Korman. Pick up a copy at the 
library and join in the discus-
sion on December 18 at noon. 

• Teens, get into the spirit 
by making holiday ornaments 
at the library on Tuesday, 
December 14 at 7 p.m. 

• Bundle up the kids and 
bring them to the library on 
Tuesday, December 28 at 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. for winter craft 
activities in the Children's 
Library. No registration need-
ed. 

WEB WATCH 

• www.chesskids.com -
interactive chess lessons, 
quizzes, games and puzzles for 
kids 

• 
www.cusucceed.net/resources. 

@ T H E L I B R A R Y 
php - personal finance 
resources for teens 

• http://holiday.icsc.org -
information and statistics 
about trends in holiday shop-
ping 

NEW MATERIALS LIST 

Visit http://catalog.canton-
pl.org/ftlist for the complete 
list of new materials added to 
the library's catalog this week. 

Adult Fiction 
• Alice Adams - Booth 

Tarkington 
• The Exorcist - William 

Peter Blatty 
• State of Happiness - Stella 

Duffy 
• Walden Two - B.F. 

Skinner 
Adult Non-Fiction 
• 175 High-Impact Resumes 

- Richard H. Beatty 
fli Football Physics; The 

Science of the Game - Timothy 
Gay 

• Parenting with Pride, 
Latino Style - Carmen Inoa 
Vazquez 

• A Reading Diary - Alberto 
Manguel 

Adult Feature Films on DVD 
• Goodbye, Columbus 
Adult Feature Films on VHS 
• Before Sunset 
• The Terminal 
Teen Books 
• Black Ice - Matt Dickinson 
• Comedy Girl - Ellen 

Schreiber 
• Enna Burning - Shannon 

Hale 
• Going for the Record -

Julie A. Swanson 
Children's Fiction 
• Black Ice - Matt Dickinson 
U Poe Park - Agnes Martinez 
• Takedown - Joyce 

Sweeney 
• Wildfire! - Elizabeth Starr 

Hill 
Children's Noa-Fiction 
• Astronomy - Kristen 

Lippincott 

Consider becoming a leader in 

Product Development and Manufactuiig, an 

industry-f ocused-product-
developing-technology-managing 

The greatest thing you'll ever design is your o w n career;The best way t o enhance your 

career is w i th a Master o f Science in Product Deve lopment f r omthe University o f 

De t ro i t Mercy.The innovative program: 

• Has a convenient "executive program structure" 

. ^ (2 nights per week fo r 2 years) 

• :1s a jo int program of the Engineering and Business schools * 

•" Is consistent wi th MIT's System Design and Management Program 

• Applies best engineering and business practices 

• Is tai lored to the auto industry wi th industrial case studies 

Enrollment for the cohort beginning in JANUARY 200S 
is ALREADY IN PROGRESS (a rolling admission process). 

We want great things for you. 
Contact the MPD Program Office 
313.993.3378 • 313.993.1128 • Fax 313.993.1955 
mpd@udmercy.edu • eng-sci.udmercy.edu/mpd 

POP OE08?73301 

C 

WIDE 
VARIETY OF GOLD 

CHARMS 

& 

_ GREAT SELECTION 
r OF MEN'S & WOMEN'S 

ONYX RINGS 

Win a Fantastic Prize! 

i Address 

^ Limit 1 
\ 

upon per person, per day / 
Expires 12/14/04 s 

Sale Ternls: 
•CASH 
•VISA 

MC 
DISCOVER 

• AMER. EXP. 

20411 Farmington Rd. at 8 Mile« Livonia, Ml 

Phone: (248) 470-1262 

Store hours: 10-9, Sun: 12-5 

Holiday 
Hours: 
Mon.-Fr i . 

10 am-7 pm 
Satu rday 

10 am-6 pm 
S u n d a y 

12 pm-4 pm 

ROSY 'S 
J E W E L R Y C R E A T I O N S 

FORD RD 

ROSY'S 

Centre 
Village 
Plaza 

Prices good 
thru 12/14/04 

CENTRE VILLAGE PLAZA 
1729 Canton Center Rd. • Canton, Ml 48187 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.chesskids.com
http://www.cusucceed.net/resources
http://holiday.icsc.org
mailto:mpd@udmercy.edu
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OUR VIEWS 

Schools are fine, 
but need support 

This past year, the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers 
have presented a series of articles, Today's Lesson, taking 
an in-depth look at issues facing our public education sys-
tem. 

With the implementation this year of the 2002 federal 
No Child Left Behind Act and the 10th anniversary of 
Proposal A, which changed the way Michigan finances its 
schools, this seemed like the perfect opportunity to jump 
into education's alphabet soup from Proposal A to MEAP 
to NCLB to AYP. 

We met with state officials, local school board mem-
bers, administrators, teachers and students to see what 
impact all these innovations are having on the education 
of our children. 

What we found were dedicated but frustrated teachers; 
financially strapped administrators; teaching students 
afraid they won't find a job; and students who, in spite of 
everything, are making the grade under difficult circum-
stances. 

We have a positive and optimistic view of our school 
districts, but we realize they face major challenges in both 
funding and designing an educational program that will 
meet the needs of the 21st century and competition from 
every.corner of the world. 

• No Child Left Behind is a major effort by the federal 
government to place its stamp on public school educa-
tion. The bill was passed in 2001 with bipartisan support, 

. the end result of years of progressive ideas about how to 
improve public education, especially those schools in 
high-poverty areas that receive Title I federal funding. 

We believe there is much to praise in the legislation. It 
has the admirable goal of 100 percent proficiency for all 
students, in math and reading by 2013-14. It recognizes 
the need for school accountability and testing, while leav-
ing the specifics to each state. It recognizes the need for 
higher standards for teachers. It provides for an early 

dreading program. It includes the needs of students with 
; special problems. 

But the act has been rightly criticized by educators. 
While federal education spending has been increased, No 
Child Left Behind was not fully funded even as it man-
dated more programs, paperwork and potentially expen-
sive remedies for some schools. Though only schools 
receiving Title I money face penalties, all schools are 
being evaluated under NCLB guidelines as administered 
through Michigan's Education YES! program. 

The remedies suggested for "failing" Title I schools have 
also been criticized as an attack on public schools rather 
than a well-conceived strategy for dealing with myriad 
problems, many outside the classroom, that create failing 
schools. 

• Michigan's annual report card has drawn complaints. 
In the recent high school report cards, several area high 
schools scored well in the letter grade portion but failed 
to make adequate yearly progress because subgroups 
within the schools did not improve. While it is important 
that any evaluation system account for underadvantaged 
students , students with disabilities and s tudents who 
aren't proficient in English, it might be better and less 

'confusing if these groups are evaluated separately. 
• The Michigan Education Assessment Program test 

was originally designed to show the s ta te Board of 
Education whether or not schools were meet ing stan-
dards in core subject areas. It has also become a test to 
evaluate the progress of individual students. We believe 
the MEAP should continue to be the test used in elemen-
tary and middle schools. 

At the high school level, a test needs to be devised that 
satisfies two goals, an evaluation of the school and, for 
those students who are college-bound, a test to judge a 
Student's ability to do college level work. We believe sub-

sti tuting the MEAP with the ACT or similar test doesn't 
fulfill those two goals. 

• When Proposal A was originally approved by voters 
in March 1994, it was intended to slow down runaway 
property tax increases by shifting school funding to the 
sales tax. A secondary intention of the proposal was to 
equalize school funding, to nar row the gap between 
"wealthy districts and poor, primarily outstate, districts. 

The proposal has generally been successful. Property 
taxes leveled off. The gap between districts narrowed. But 
Michigan's struggling economy has resulted in an annual 
game in which districts wait to see whether they will have 
to take another cut in state funding. In addition, some 

*more p rosperous d is t r ic t s are chaf ing a t not be ing 
-allowed to increase their millages, even when residents 
would readily approve increases to keep their school pro-
grams intact. 

I We believe Proposal A was needed. We also believe that 
-it is t ime to re-evaluate Michigan tax laws and school 
^funding to adjust flaws in tax legislation that are hurting 
School districts and local government programs. 
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Generation answers call 
I would like to give a salute to the young 

people who are giving their lives and 
limbs for us. I am of the "baby boom gen-
eration." I was drafted during the Vietnam 
war in 1969.1 served one year in "Nam" 
and was glad to get out with only unseen 
scars. My generation and people my 
father's age were skeptical about this "X-
Generation" what with Game Boys, 
Nintendo, skateboards, loud heavy metal 
music, and a seemingly fond disregard for 
authority for elders and their parents. 
Then the call to arms came. They have 
answered that call with great pride, hero-
ism, determination and a commitment to 
freedom. 

I am proud to see them in news inter-
views respond with such maturity and 
confidence for their reasons for fighting. I 
thought with this generation we were 
probably in "Big trouble," if our country 
ever had to go to war again. I'm happy to 
admit that I was wrong. These men and 
women deserve all of our support and 
respect. I am proud to be an American, 
along with all these fine young people. 

T. Smith 
Canton 

Fond hunting memories 
I really enjoyed Kurt Kuban's column, 

"Hunting ban is just another step further 
away from Canton's roots" (Dec. 2). For 
safety reasons I fully agree with the town-
ship's decision to ban hunting. However, 
this is with reluctance as I have some 
great memories of hunting in Canton. 

I grew up on the farm of my stepfather, 
Bud Corwin, in Canton. In the 1950s and 
1960s, Canton was an agricultural com-
munity. Yes that is hard to believe today. 
The major produce was sweet corn. Thus 
Canton was known as the sweet corn capi-
tal of Michigan. Field corn and soybeans 
were also prevalent. This gave abundant 
food and hiding areas for pheasants. The 
woodlots harbored squirrels and, along 
the creek beds, you could always find rab-
bits. There was nothing like coming home 
from school grabbing the ole faithful 20-
gauge bolt action from the back porch and 
a handful of shotgun shells. Then walking 
to the garage where my faithful black 
mongrel (mostly spaniel) King waited for 
me. 

Most farm boys of Canton had good 
school attendance records. Except on 
opening day of pheasant hunting season. 
TTiis was like a holy ritual (similar to some 
deer hunters of today's time). I remember 
one year when I was planning on skipping 
school on opening day. My English teacher 
told us a big part of our grade was an 
emotional speech to be given that day. The 
teacher assigned me the topic: Why stu-
dents should not take opening day of 
pheasant hunting off school. This was my 
first class of the day so I decided to wear 
my hunting clothes to school, give my 
speech and skip out. You can imagine I 
was not very emotionally involved in my 
topic and might as well have just skipped 
the class. 

After pheasant season, rabbits and 
squirrels were abundant game in the 
Canton woodlots. I remember spending 
many hours hunting squirrels in the 
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woods on the north side of Ford Road 
about halfway between Ridge and Napier 
Roads. Amazingly these woods are still 
there. Those pesky rodents were so smart. 
They would be in the tree and hide on the 
opposite side. About the time you got to 
the other side they had moved to the side 
you just came from. I remember the first 
squirrel I shot. I was so proud of the 
achievement and my good mother fried it 
up to add to that night's supper. 

One strange thing about today's subur-
bia is there are many more deer in the 
area than there were in the '50s and '60s. 
Rarely were deer seen in Canton. 

Oh what great memories of hunting in 
Canton as a kid. I only hope today's youth 
in their later years will enjoy the memo-
ries of playing with their Game Boys as 
much as I remember farming and hunting 
in Canton. You mentioned this is one 
more bit of our heritage that will be rele-
gated to a display at the historical muse-
um. Unfortunately the Canton Historical 
Society does not have any stories or pic-
tures of hunting in Canton. If anyone has 
any they would like to make available to 
the society, leave a message at the muse-
um (734)397-0088. This would be greatly 
appreciated so stories and pictures can be 
saved for future generations at thahistori-
cal society museum. 

Thank you for reminding me of the 
memories. 

David Curtis 
president, Canton Historical Society 

Get over it 
I am writing in response to the letter 

"No healing" (Dec. 2). The authors of this 
letter are obviously still angry at the 
results of the presidential election, and 
state that the Democrats should filibuster 
anything the president tries to do. Not 
only is this childish and counter-produc-
tive, I am hoping that the few Democrats 
that people DID elect have more sense 
and intelligence than to base their deci-
sions on spite. 

The writers of this letter have declared 
that all "churchgoers" who voted for 
President Bush should be ashamed of 
themselves, and that they themselves are 
somehow morally superior than the rest of 
us. They support politicians like John 
Kerry and Jennifer Granholm who say 
they are Catholic, and then openly support 
the legal destruction of life. 

If they don't believe in the tenets of the 
Catholic faith, then why go around touting 
the fact that you are Catholic? Being 
Catholic takes commitment, first and fore-
most, to preserve the sanctity of life. You 
can't ever have the "moral upper-hand" if 
you don't have any morals. 

Voters obviously agreed. If you read the 
Bible, you will notice that there have been 
wars since the beginning of time. 
Sometimes God Himself steps in and kills 
the evil people in these battles. Terrorists 
are evil. Saddam Hussein is evil. 

Russia, China, Britain, and even France 
have publicly said that they were of that 
definite opinion, and told the U.S. that 
Saddam Hussein had purchased uranium 
from Africa. This uranium, combined with 
the weapons Hussein already had, would 
have given him the ability to destroy 
Israel, or any of the other neighboring 

nations that he had already tried to take 
over. The Senate, the House and the U.N. 
all heard this intelligence, all agreed, and 
all voted for the U.S. to take military 
action in Iraq. If the torture chambers, 
mass graves, and stockpiles of weapons 
don't convince you that Iraq was not a 
peaceful nation, then you are simply turn-
ing a blind eye to the truth and are trying 
to hold on to your own personal pride and 
narrow view of the world. 

Our brave volunteer armed forces have 
taken the burden upon themselves to try 
and rid the world of this menace. The 
casualties of this war do not come close to 
the sheer numbers in the mass graves. 
Where is your concern for those souls, and 
their families? Have you prayed for them? 

A. Jory 
Canton 

Benefits need changing 
Your article on school funding problems 

identified two problems. 
Politicians don't like spending caps, 

except when they're used to get trade-offs 
that they have every expectation of nullify-
ing at a later date. Proposal A has been a 
success. Now younger families and seniors 
like us can afford to remain in our home 
because of capped property taxes. Nothing 
is said about rolling back the increase in 
the sales tax that was part of the trade-off. 

It's time the teachers union joins the . 
rest of us and drops defined benefits and 
changes to defined contribution. It was 
rather telling that the biggest problem was 
the pension costs, not educating students. 
Many of us have taken hits from the eco-
nomic downturn, yet teachers appear to 
think they should be immune to it. 

Perhaps one of the first steps should be 
changing the teacher's pension fund into.a 
403b, like the 401k that most of us have. 
Teachers only reinforce the perception 
that federal and state bureaus are one bi^ 
retirement club. Proposal A is not the ! 

problem. Runaway costs are the problem. 
Jim Ryan from Plymouth-Canton Schools 
might explain why the new Canton High 
School looks more like a corporate head- , 
quarters than a teaching building. 

Taxpayers are not unlimited financial 
resources to state and local municipalities'. 
We live in the real world and they should 
join us. v 

Joanne Sonnenberq 
. C'antbn 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your let ters to t he editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
fo r ver i f icat ion. We ask t ha t your let ters be 400 
words o r less. We may edi t fo r c lar i ty, space and 
content . 

Letters to the edi tor 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Mi 48170 

Fax: 

(734) 459-4224 

E-mail: 
kkubari@oe.hbmecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 

"If they said it once they said it 20 times: 'Until we start hearing from voters we don't believe there's a crisis in funding 
... We (administrators) can yell all we want (but) voters need to let legislators know." 

Dr. James Ryan, Plymouth-Canton schools superintendent, on the summit to discuss school funding problems 
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State is spiraling toward 
a real financial disaster 
Mere we go again. 

News of fresh fiscal disaster for Michigan came 
out of last week's "revenue estimating" meeting 

between the House and Senate fiscal agencies and state 
Treasurer Jay Rising. This year's state budget, which 
took effect Oct 1, is already $370 million in the red as a 
result of less money coming in than was forecast The 
deficits show up in both the General Fund ($257 mil-' 
lion) and the School Aid Fund ($113 million.) 

The Michigan Constitution requires the state 
budget to be balanced, so the new forecasts will 
require Gov. Jennifer Granholm and the 

Legislature to cut spending in 
the current year by at least $370 
million. And the governor is 
already talking about whacking 
another half-billion out of the 
budget she is preparing for the 
fiscal year that starts next 
October; she has already put 
state departments on notice to 
expect cuts from 5 to 7 percent. 

Sound familiar? Yup. We've seen 
the same dreary show played out 
in Lansing for three years running. 
First the revenue estimating meet-
ing projects a deficit, usually bigger 

than expected because the state's economic recoveiy is 
lagging. Next, the governor and legislative leaders 
moan about how dire the situation is. Finally (and 
after much to and fro) our leaders cobble together a 
mixture of mid-year spending cuts, tax and fee 
increases and miscellaneous accounting gimmicks. 

Over the past three years, the state has undergone 
$3 billion (that's "billion" with a "b") in budget cuts. 
That's serious money; you've gotta lose a million a 
thousand times to be out a billion. The autopsy 
shows multiple malformations. State general ftind 
revenue has fallen from $9.75 billion in fiscal 2000-
01 to an estimated $7.85 billion this year, a drop of 
nearly $2 billion, not even considering inflation. 

Revenue sharing — the money the state doles 
out to counties and communities — has taken a 
$429 million (or 27 percent) cut over the past 
three years. State spending on our 15 public uni-
versities has dropped from $1.91 billion to $1.69 
billion over the same period, a $220 million hit, 
For a glimpse at the bigger picture: The state today 
contributes around 40 percent of the universities' 
total revenue; it was 75 percent 10 years ago. 

There isn't much more down to get, as they say in the 
south. Reality check: Sorry, but it is really not the time 
for "here we go again." We need to recognize some sim-
ple realities that our leaders would rather gloss over. 

1) What we have been doing for the past three 
years is little more than re-arranging the deck chairs 
on the Titanic. Budget cuts here and there, tax and 
fee increases and accounting gimmicks might be 
sufficient to get Michigan through a temporary peri-
od of a down economy. But it's now clear that our 

economic situation is not temporary and that we are 
undergoing a profound and lengthy change in our 
economic base. Short-term nips and tucks here and 
there are not going to cut it, long term. 

2) The underlying cause of Michigan's budget prob-
lems for the past three years is a chronic structural 
deficit between what the state takes in tax revenue and 
what services it provides to its citizens. This structural 
deficit is estimated by the experts at the non-partisan, 
nonprofit Citizens' Research Council (the best in the 
business) at more than $1 billion each year! 

Basically, that means we are set up to automati-
cally earn less than we spend. The general fund, 
over which lawmakers have direct control, is about 
$8 billion. So our built-in deficit is more than 12 
percent. No household I know of can withstand a • 
shortfall like that for veiy long without making 
serious and drastic changes. Normally, in fact, if 
they are already on a tight budget, they try to find 
ways of bringing in more money. 

3) We have yet to see the worst. It now looks as 
though the city of Detroit's budget shortfall is 
around $300 million, with the red ink at the 
Detroit school system adding up to another $200 
million. Rumor is that the accounting firm that 
just finished the audit of the schools is consider-
ing an opinion that questions whether the school 
system can continue as a "going concern." 

If the finances of Detroit or its schools or both 
implode, somebody is going to get stuck with the tab. 
One of the most thoughtful and knowledgeable 
observers I know told me last weekend that Michigan 
is now on the cusp of the largest crisis we have faced 
since the Detroit riots in 1967.1 think he's right. 

The scariest thing about all this is that the political 
class doesn't seem to get i t Legislative leaders contin-
ue to blather on and on about cutting state spending. 
The Michigan Chamber of Commerce keeps bleating 
about cutting more taxes. Granholm keeps appoint-
ing more advisory commissions. Nobody seems inter-
ested in saying we've got big problems and that we've 
got to take some serious steps to deal with them. 

The axiom is that democracies usually fail to 
deal seriously with big problems until a crisis 
becomes so large enough that even the most expe-
dient politicians can't sweep it under the rug. TTiis 
is what is then called "leadership." Well, the water 
is lapping at our ankles and Michigan's leaders 
need to start leading and stop fudging. Now. 

Psychiatrists say that a good clinical definition 
of insanity is when people keep doing the same 
damaging thing over and over and over again. I 
wonder how a competent mental health profes-
sional would diagnose our present leadership. 

What I am certain about is that treatment 
needs to happen, soon. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that owns 
this newspaper. He wouid be pleased to get your reactions to this 
column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppower@homecomm;net. 

County needs federal help to pay 
for programs for abused children 

This presents a delicate dilemma. Do w e , 
make an economic decision and cut serv-
ices, or do we do what it is right for the * 
children? I have always been a proponent 
that if you invest in children on the front 
end, it will cost you less on the back end. 
Society will also be a better place. 

As county commissioner fo f the communi-
ties of Redford Township, Garden City 
and Dearborn Heights, I am privileged 

to be the voice of my constituents and the 
guardian of their county tax money. , 
Sometimes, this privilege requires that I be 
an advocate for Wayne County citizens on a 
national level. 

I am one of 25 representatives on the 
National Steering Committee for Health, 
Human Services and Education for the 
National Association of Counties .(NACO). 
During our recent annual meeting, we set the 
organization's legislative agenda for the com-

ing year. In the weeks and 
months ahead, NACO staff 

• • • • members will be lobbying 
jurir Congress on critical human 

B services and education 
w| issues. 

M | One of the most pressing 
H i j a m concerns facing a county 

like Wayne is our obligation 
H H R f S l i to fund child care services. 

By child care, I am not 
referring to day care for 
working parents. Instead, 
child care services means 

funding services for abused and neglected 
children. 

Every county in Michigan is required by 
the state to pay for foster care programs. 
Unfortunately, Wayne County has a larger 
proportion as well as a higher number of 
wards than other counties in Michigan. 

We get federal and state money to help pay 
for these programs, but a large portion is 
funded by county tax dollars. The federal 
reimbursement rate has not been increased' 
since 1996. However, the expenses continue 
to rise at a significant pace. As a result, coun-
ty tax money must make up the shortfall. 

This presents a delicate dilemma. Do we 
make an economic decision and cut services, 
or do we do what it is right for the children? I 
have always been a proponent that if you 
invest in children on the front end, it will cost 
you less on the back end. Society will also be a 
better place. 

Philip 

?avana< 

We are hoping that our NACO lobbyists 
can convince Congress to increase federal •,/ 
funding for abused and neglected children to 
a realistic level. This will help us maintain Cl 

quality programs and help put these kids on a 
positive track going forward. 

The NACO meeting also included a dis- • 
turbing presentation about the growing 
threat of methamphetamine use in counties 
across the country. Better known by its street 
name of crystal meth, this is a very addictive 
drug that is very cheap and easy to manufac-
ture. 

It's more addictive than crack cocaine, and*, 
its use by teenagers and young adults has 
become more prevalent in both urban and -
rural areas. All of us — parents, teachers and? 
government officials — need to be diligent s<5 
that crystal meth doesn't become a problem 
in Dearborn Heights, Garden City and 
Redford Township. 

As always, I appreciate receiving input 
from citizens on any issue or topic. Please 
contact me by e-mail at 
pcavanag@co.wayne.mi.us or call my office a,t 
(313) 224-0930. 

Philip Cavanagh is the Wayne County commissioner for 
District 9,'which includes the communit ies of Garden ' 
City, Redford Township and Dearborn Heights. 
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The full story unfolds as Nancy Seaman testifies 
BY PAUL R. PACE 

STAFF WRITER 

Nancy Seaman was the fixer 
when there was a problem. 
- But it wasn't until two days 
after killing her husband, Bob 
Seaman, with a hatchet in 
their Farmington Hills garage 
that she realized the problem 
this time was unfixable. 

She cleaned up the blood in 
the garage with bleach, 
wrapped up her husband's 
bloody body in a tarp and duct 
t#pe and painted over the 
blood on a wall in the garage. 

She said she had no inten-
tion of dumping her husband's 
remains when Farmington 
Hills police discovered the 

. body two days later. 
"He was my husband, I 

eouldn't do that to him," she 
testified this week in Oakland 
County Circuit Court. 
" The fourth-grade teacher at 
Farmington's Longacre 
Elementary School is charged 
with first-degree murder in 
the death of her husband May 
9. 

Seaman was asked by her 
attorney to recall her 31-year 
marriage. After thinking about 
it seriously in jail for the past 
seven months, Nancy Seaman, 
52, said she was stunned to 
recall 94 incidents of physical 
abuse in their relationship. 

She broke down and wept. 
The abuse came and went. 

She said he had affairs. Still, 
she would always give him one 
more chance to change. 

"I loved him," she explained. 

HER EXPLANATION 

Nancy Seaman said she 
bought a hatchet on May 9 at a 
nearby Home Depot with the 
intent to clear small branches. 
Her attorney showed photos of 

j the back yard where it 
appeared the branches had not 
been cut for more than a year. 

"I have been doing yard 
work for most of our mar-

riage," she said. 
She put the hatchet on top of 

a portable generator in the 
garage next to other gardening 

s t o o l s for her upcoming project. 
Despite going to a different 

home improvement store earli-
er in the day with her son, Jeff, 
and his wife, Rebecca, Nancy 
said she didn't buy a hatchet 
theh-because Jeff was in a 
hurry, 

N&ncy testified that she got 
up around 5:30 a.m. Monday 
from her, upstairs bedroom 
and was surprised to see her 
husband already up and in the 
kiteSe^eEven-though she did-
n't ftgfe to be at Longacre until 
around 8:20 a,m. on school 
days, she testified that she 
always left the house hours 
earlier to avoid conflicts. • 

"He. said.'} tfrink it's time 
we our sepa-
rate ways,'" Nancy testified. 

She told, him she couldn't 
deal with such a conversation 
that morning. After more 
attempts to discuss it, Nancy • 
said she finally gave in and told 
Bob she was "ready for this. I 
already have plans." 

That's when Bob Seaman 
told her he found out the con-
dominium that she was look-
ing at was not for their sot},)' ' 
Greg, but for her. 

"I was stunned," she said, 
s realizing Bob had found boxes 

in their home filled with her 
personal items. 

After an attempt to run out 
the front door, Nancy said she 
discovered the deadbolt lock 
with an inside key removed. 
The door was locked. 

She ran to the back door that 
entered the garage when she 
was violently shoved down by 
her husband. 

Nancy said Bob was scream-
ing at her, saying, 'You'll never 
live to move into that condo." 

Fearing for her life, she 
curled in a fetal position and 
covered her face with her arms, 
she testified. 

"I can hear him coming 

EViSiO 

Tonight on I \ 

. v i a m i r a n 

*ic\ isson 

!um< 
Vvt/tifU M.i 

i/VFUW-PBS-Tv28 
800.728.9388 or michiqanteievision.org 

1118811 

1 

Hagdcrafter? 

S l i t 
DEC. 10, 11, 12 

Fri. 6-9, Sat. 9-5 
Suit. 114 

M W S W W I M ' 
• B E S A n Q n m n 

at Hillside Middle School 
8 Mile Rd. at Sheldon/Center St. 

NORTHVILLE 
Admission $2.00 

No Baby Strollers, Please 
Promoter: Molly PemirertorT 

P.O. Box 87444 • Canton, MI 48187 
(734)459-0050 

www.handcraftersunlimlted.com 

t O t P O O O O I I I 111 111 • I SB* 1 B O O O W H H H W I , 

TOM HOFFEMEYER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Nancy Seaman testifies in her trial.-

toward me and I said to 
myself, 'I've got to get up,'" she 
told the jury. 

"He grabbed my leg and as I 
got up with one hand and with 
my other h a n d ! felt the handle 
of the hatchet," she said. 

"I picked it u p and swung it 
at him," she continued, making 
contact with this face. Bob 
Seaman maintained his grip 
on her leg after the initial blow,, 
she sjiid. 

"I kept swinging it and 
swinging it," she said while 
breaking down in tears. "I had 
to stop him." 

An autopsy showed Bob 
Seaman had 16 chop wounds 
to his head. 

THE KNIFE 

Nancy Seaman testified her 
husband drew blood on top of 
her right hand with the knife 
she used while they argued 
before entering the garage. 

He took the knife to the 
garage, she said. She found it 
nearby when she let go of the 
hatchet. She said she doesn't 
remember stabbing him, but 
an autopsy showed he had 
more than a dozen stab 
wounds on his back. His throat 
was cut. 

After the attack, Nancy 
Seaman said she ran upstairs 
to her bedroom. 

Despite an attempt to call in 

a substitute teacher for her 
that day, an automated phone 
service told her it was too late 
for a replacement. 

She threw her bloody clothes 
into the bathtub, showered 
and went to school. She 
returned home at lunch, enter-
ing through the front door. 

With the home's door to the 
garage open, she saw through 
the passageway her husband's 
legs on the floor. 

"There was blood every-
where" she said. "I can't 
believe what I saw." 

All that went through her 
mind was, "I can't let (my son) 
. Jeff see his dad like this. I 
knew I had to clean it u p and 
fix it and make it OK," she said. 

Nancy bought cleaning sup-
plies, including gallons of 
ble|ch. She said she dragged 
he^h^sband's fegdy over to the 
classic Mustang that was being, 
restored in the garage. She 
wrapped the body, but said she 
couldn't bring herself to look at 
his face while she did it. 

By the t ime oldest son Jeff 
Seaman came to see her on 
Monday night, the garage was 
pristine. Jeff Seaman testified 
earlier he found nothing at the 

home out of place. 
Nancy Seaman went to 

school Tuesday. She didn't 
know that two Farmington 
Hills police officers earlier in 
the night went inside her 
unlocked home for a welfare 
check after receiving several 
missihg person calls from 
friends and relatives of Bob. 

The officers testified they 
found nothing out of place. 

After school, she admitted 
she shoplifted a similar hatch-
et at the same Home Depot. 
She returned the shoplifted 
hatchet to wipe the purchase v:. 
off her credit card record. 

She called in for a substi-
tute teacher the next d a ^ 

Meanwhile, family members 
and friends grew increasingly 
concerned about Bob's disap- •• -
pearance. On that Wednesday 
afternoon, two detectives came 
to the Seaman home to talk 
with Nancy. They found her 
husband's body in the back of 
Nancy's Ford Explorer. Earlier 
that day, she drove to a Meijer 
store with the body in the SUV. 

TURNING HERSELF IN 

Nancy testified that just 

before police arrived she 
planned to take the body to her 
father's home downriver where 
she would ask to use his ~ 
father's attorney to turn herself 
in. > 

She said when she went to £ 
the Farmington Hills police in; 
the summer of 2002 to make a 
domestic abuse complaint, a i l ; 

officer told her her husband ; ̂  
would bp arrested and put in ! 
jail if she made the report. 

"I was scared," she said t 
when she lied to police about 
the Whereabouts of he thus-
band, telling them to investi- > ^ 

'gate his batting cage business^ 
in Northville. t" 

On cross examination, 
Nancy Seaman said her intents 
was not to kill her husband b u j 

i. to protect her own life. , Tr 
She also adrsiiflej^she lifd fO-

phone 
her son polic '^a$g|he wrong 
murder weapohagCT^^tshe 
returned the;hatciifet;^^4ater. 

The teacher finished testify-
ing in her own defense 
Tuesday. Her attorneys are 
expected to rest their case 
Friday after a medical expert in 
domestic abuse testifies. 

Customer 
Appreciation Sale 

Now thru Dec. 22.2004 

Beautifully Crafted Jewelry Designs 
Repairs Done On-site 

Our Unique 
Jewelry Designs 

Make Your Own Holiday Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 10-8; 

Sat 10-6 
Sun. 12-4 

Get s25 for setting up direct 
deposit. 

Get 525 for paying your first bill onupe? 

'Free first order of checks 

Free Debit Card 

Free Online Banking and Bill Payment; 

Everybody likes free. That's why we're of fer ing Green Checking™ for free. And everybody really, really likes free 

I ( i ' . - ' 
money. That's why you can 'get up to $ 5 0 just for opening a new account and using i t the way you normally would. 

It's free. It's easy. It's money in the bank. Go to charterone.cfpm or visit us In person at any Charter One branch. 

CHARTER ONE' 
BANK 

Member FDIC. Receive a cash bonus of $25 if ACH direct deposit for the full amount of your payroll, pension or Social Security check (PayPal and tax refunds excluded) is made By February 26,2005. $25 bonus for online bill 
payment wlli be credited to your account If the first online bill payment is done by February 28,2005. All monetary bonuses are considered Interest for tax purposes, subject to 1099 reporting. Offer subject to change without 

notice. Green Checking account Is a-rion-interest-bearing account (0.00% Annual Percentage Yield). Minimum opening balance is $50.2004 Charter One Bank. 

% 

http://www.hometoivnIife.com
http://www.handcraftersunlimlted.com
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More and more homeowners are turning to 
the sleek look of new appliances. This room 
looks like a kitchen, but it really is a laundry 
room. 

Refrigerators, 
microwaves 
part of new 
technology 

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI 
SPECIAL WRITER 

A washing machine that talks to the 
dryer about how to care for garments 
sounds like an episode from The 
Jetsons, a 1960s show about a space 
age, futuristic family life. 

Well, the future has arrived with 
technology sold in your hometown. 
Put a sweater in the washing machine 
with specific cleaning instructions and 
the washing machine, made by 
General Electric, tackles the stain and 
tells the dryer what to do. 

Today's dryers are just as "smart." 
Models with built-in sensors automati-
cally stop when clothes are dry. That 
results in lower energy bills since the 
dryer isn't operating unnecessarily. 

"A lot of products that are out there 
are energy efficient," explains Gordon 
Hartunian, president of ABC , 
Appliance Warehouse with 42 loca-
tions including Troy, Southfield, 
Redford, Farmington, Novi, 
Birmingham, Waterford and Brighton. 

More and more people are buying 
front loader washing machines that 
use less water. They also have stronger 
spin cycles that extract more water and 
take less time to dry. 

Those front loaders sell from $499 
to $1,300, according to Henry 
Reynolds, sales associate with Walter's 
Home Appliances, which has stores in 
Brighton, Canton and Livonia. 
Reynolds estimates the unit will pay 
for itself in 10 years. 

A new refrigerator could save you 
money in the long run, too. A newly 
developed refrigerant allows you to 
run the appliance for $50 annually. 
Five years ago, a similar model would 
cost around $85 annually to run. 

New dryers also have features that 
refresh clothes that haven't been 
soiled. A jacket that reeks with smoke, 
for instance, is passed through a fil-
tered air system and comes out with a 
just-washed smell. 

"Washing machines and dryers 
aren't things people gravitate toward, 
they teeem to be replaced when they 
have to be replaced," Hartunian says. 
"But, now they accomplish so much 
they're replacing them with some of 
the new products." 

Styles in dishwashers have changed, 
too. Today they have bigger interiors 
than in the past to accommodate the 
trend toward larger plates, Reynolds 
said. 

"There's also an automatic clean 
cycle that senses that if a lot of food is 
going into the disposer that it would 
turn on the clean cycle again," he says. 
A delayed timer thatrwill turn on 
whenever you want is another new 
dishwasher feature. 

Most appliances are much quieter 
now. "You can't hear them at all," 
Reynolds says. 

Consumers are finding, too, that 
new isn't always better. 

"There are certain things people go 
for and certain things they won't," says 
Reynolds. 

One technology that bombed 15 
years ago, for instance, was a 
microwave oven that would print-out 
the ingredients needed for particular 

PLEASE SEE TECHNOLOGY, B3 
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PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The formal parlor area of the historic Hill House at Greenmead, wonderfully decorated for the holidays. 

D e c k ' : 

_ Your home can dazzle for the holidays, adorned 
in decor that's as elaborate or elementary as you choose. While 

traditional colors and elements are still popular, don't be 
afraid to think beyond them. That's among the suggestions 

I offered by area designers, decorators and others who are 
involved in dressing up sites for the holidays. 

"One of the shifts in the indus-
try is a lot more people are having 
(decorating) done before 1 

Thanksgiving," said; John Collins, 
general manager :of t he English 
Gardens Landscape Department. 

English Gardens, with stores in -
West Bloomfield, Royal Oak, 
Dearborn Heights, Clinton 
Township and Eastpointe, pro- X 
vides interior and exterior holiday 
decorating services. 

Business has increased "500 
percent" in the 10 years the serv-
ices have been available, Collins « " „ 
said. 

"We started decorating in 
October (for this season)," he said. 

COLORS 

Designers and decorators see 
more than red and green for the 
holidays. 

For example, copper and sage 
are this year's colors, Collins said. 
Earth tones are in, said Barry 
Harrison of the Art-Harrison 
Interior Design Studio in 
Birmingham. 

"With pink being so popular 
this year, put it on the tree," said 
Debbie Sinclair, owner of Nature's 

PLEASE SEE HOLIDAYS, B6 

The dining room of Hil! House at Greenmead Historical Park in 
Livonia is set with a 'Twas the Night Before Christmas theme, 
complete with settings that display the poem. 

MARKETPLACE 

Do you have a special 

i tem you'd like to 

showcase in 

Marketplace on the 

f ront of At Home? 

We'd like to feature it! 

Send a photo or slide 

of the piece, along ' 

wi th information, to: 

Ken Abramczyk, 

At Home editor, 

Observer & Eccentric 

Newspapers, 

36251 Schoolcraft, 

.Livonia 48150. 

Stylish table 
The Gate Leg Table 
is one of those 
multi-functional 
items that can be 
used for a number of 
purposes; sofa table 
or small dining table. 

They are crafted of 
select solid hard-
woods and veneers, 
designed and finished to coordinate with many popular 
table groups. 
From traditional to casual, there is a table that fits most 
styles. From A.A. Laun Furniture Co., these gate leg tables 
are a real value. Now on display e d on sale at 
Walker^Buzenberg Furniture 240 N. Main in Plymouth. For 
information, call (734) 4591300. 

When the cold weather 
comes in and takes hold, 
household expenses and 
ut i l i ty bills run high. 

K i t ty Werner, author of 
The Savvy Woman's 
Guide to Owning a 
Home, (RSB Press, 
Waitsfield, Vt. $14.95) 
offers some advice to 
those wanting to keep 
their energy costs as 
low as possible and 
avoid a crisis in the mid-
dle of the winter: 

• Set your thermo-
stats lower - 68-70 
degrees Fahrenheit dur-
ing the day, 62-64 
degrees at night. Grab " 
extra blankets and com-: 
forters for beds, couch-
es, and chairs. Program 
your thermostat to turn 
the heat down when you 
don't need i t . 

• Inspect the roof and 
siding for damage. 
Repair and replace as 
needed. Clean out the 
gutters. 

• Look for drafts 
around windows and 
door t r im. Caulk f rom 
the inside. Install inex-
pensive, but highly 
effective, plastic window 
covers. Replace dam-
aged weather strips 
arountf doors aatf5v<in-
dows. Install s torm win-
dows. Don't forget base-
ment windows, or 
garage windows ami 
doors. 

i H a n g b e a v y d r a p e s 
over the windows.''' 
Better yet, get insulat-
ing drapes. Close them 
at night to keep cold gir 
out. open their i during 
the day to let i h e sun 
aid in heating the house. 

• Change t h f air f i l-
ters on your h fa t ing 
system. HaVjM'furnace 
pfi> do a maintenance 
check on you£furnace.< 
Clear all furni ture and 
boxes f r om g a t i n g reg-
isters. ' ' 

Getting upscale 
Laminate^manufactur-

er WHsoOfrt Laminate 
' i n t e r v i e w ^ M c f t e n 
designers to determine 
how a few simple t r icks 
of the trade can give 
ordinary kitchens an 
upscale appearance. 

A few creative ele-
ment? bring some > 
impact and custom look 
to a kitchen that is in-
need of a l i t t le oomph; 

"St can be as simple as 
adding low-voltage halo-
gen l ighting," said ; v 

Marcello Luzi, a 
Philadelphia-based inte-
rior designer. "This 
l ighting makes every- ~ 
thing look better and 
brings the kitchen to 
life. Even the food looks 
better." 

John Oetgen of 
Atlanta tikes to use, 
glass-front cabinetry. 
Refacing existing cabi-
nets and incorporating 
glass fronts is an eco-
nomic and creative way 
to makeover kitchen 
cabinets, he says. " I t 's a 
lot cheaper than replac-
ing the cabinets* and if 
you don't want to show 
what's inside, use f rost-
ed glass," Oetgen said. 
Other design options " 
include colored or texJ 

tured glass and l ighting 
the cabinets f rom the 
inside. 

. Other ideas include 
metallic laminate back-
splashes, ta i l cabinets,, 
custom laminate coun-
tertops, chandeliers as 
pot racks and colored 
window panes. 

mailto:kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.net
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Think about that new family room in Holidays are a 
the basement before starting project great time for a 

celebration Brenda from Garden City 
writes: "How can I 
repaint over basement 

walls that have enamel paint 
on them? I've tried the prod-
uct, Kilz, with no luck. I also 

would like to 
turn my base-
ment into a 
family room 
and need cre-

Terri 

GuasteKa 

ative storage 
ideas that do 
not include 
stacking up 
plastic boxes." 

Before 
addressing 

your specific questions about 
your basement, Brenda, let's 
back up for just a minute. 
Utilizing your basement as 
living space requires a little 
planning. 

Start with taking an objec-
tive look at the entire base-
ment. Where is the'best loca-
tion for a TV/family room? Is 
there a need for unfinished 
storage, an office, craft room 
or workbench? Which of 
these areas requires natural 
light? As you can see, some 
forethought in basement 
planning is necessary to 
achieve the desired results. 

Since you inquired about a 
difficult paint situation, I con-
tacted the paint experts at 
Sherwin-Williams through 
the website: www.sherwin-
williams.com. Their recom-
mendation is to clean all con-
tamination off of the walls 
and thoroughly rinse. TSP (or 
trisodiumphosphate) is a 
great product to use before 
painting any surface, just be 
sure and follow instructions 
about ventilation, wearing 
gloves, etc. TSP can be pur-
chased at any hardware store, 
such as Home Depot or ACO. 

Once the walls are cleaned 
and rinsed, apply one coat of 
Sherwin Williams PrepRite 
Bonding primer to the 
walls. This primer is intended 
to help adhesion of the top-
coat to slick surfaces like 
enamel paints. After the 
primer has completely dried, 

Holiday classes 
Telly's Greenhouse and Garden Center, 
3301 John R in Troy, presents classes 
in holiday decor. 
Glass fee is $5. Pre-registration is 
required; call (248) 689-8735. 
Participants will receive a coupon 
good for $5 off a $50 purchase made 
within seven days of the class. 

Judy Cornellier will help you assemble 
and decorate your own holiday door 
swag in Holiday Bow and Swag Demo, 
11 a.m. or 1p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12. 
Choose from decorations and fresh 
greens to create a stunning holiday 
door greeter. All materials will be 

apply your new color to the 
walls. This should take care 
of your paint dilemma, but 
should you have further ques-
tions, Sherwin Williams is a 
great resource. 

Basement storage is an 
entirely different issue. 
Stackable, plastic containers 
are fine for concealed 
storage. Like you, many peo-
ple do not like the look of 
these as a design element in 
their homes, even if it is in the 
basement. Attractive storage 
solutions on a budget, 
requires some creative 
thought and 
legwork. Remember that the 
basement holds the potential 
to be just as beautiful and 
functional as the main level of 
the house. 

One approach to solving 
your storage problems is to 
scour garage and estate sales 
for shelving units. The bar-
gains can be amazing if you 
are willing to take the time 
and seek them out. Wood or 
laminate bookshelves, buffet 
tables and armoires, are all 
pieces that will bring a more 
finished look to the basement, 
while meeting your storage 
needs. 

Do not hesitate to use a 
piece in a different way than it 
was intended. A small chest 
of drawers can be repainted 
and serve double duty as an 
end table. A dining room buf-
fet can be used as a sofa table 
in the basement and hold 
games, crafts, or whatever 
needs to be stored out of 
sight. 

If estate sales are not in 
your time frame, another 
option is ready made. Many 
companies, like Sauder, make 
furniture you can assemble 
yourself. There are lower cost 
knock-offs out there that com-
pete with Sauder, but may not 
have as much style. You also 
should check out some of the 
new organization stores that 
sell ready-made storage items 
from small cubbies to 
armoires. Keep in mind that 
you will spend more money if 

T E R R I G U A S T E L L A 

A comer china cabinet is used as creative storage in a master bath. 

you go this route than with 
the estate sale route. One 
advantage to buying new is 
that all of the pieces you pur-
chase can be coordinated with 
each other. If you, or someone 
you know, are handy with car-
pentry, consider custom stor-
age units. This is the most 
expensive route, depending on 
the size and complexity of the 
design. The advantage to 
choosing the custom route is 
that your storage needs are 
specifically met, you choose 
the materials, and the unit 
will fit perfectly into the des-
ignated space. 

As you acquire items for 
your basement, always think 
about how this item will help 
meet your storage needs. For 
instance, if you would like a 

GARDEN CALENDAR 
available for purchase. Cornellier will 
also demonstrate bow making and 
offer dozens of beautiful ribbons for 
purchase. Materials extra. 
in Holiday Greens Arranging, 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 18, assemble and take 
home your own arrangement that will 
serve as a centerpiece for your holi-
day decor or a personalized gift. Bring 
in your own containers or choose one 
of the wicker, ceramic or resin 
planters at Telly's to hold your cre-
ation. All materials will be available 
for purchase. Materials extra. 

Holiday Magic 
Goldner Walsh Nursery wil! present a 

free program, Making Holiday Magic in 
Minutes: Decorating Forgotten Spaces, 
1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11. 
Goldner Walsh is at 559 Orchard Lake 
Road in Pontiac. Call (248) 332-6430 
for.reservations. 
In the program, Detroit News garden 
columnist Nancy Szerlag will show 
you how to deck the halls with 
panache and put together a holiday 
look that reflects your own style for 
table and home. 
Learn such things as how to pull 
together an eiegant tabletop, embel-
lish the back of your dining chairs, 
and make all those fabulous bows 

coffee table or ottoman in 
front of the sofa, make sure 
there is storage space inside. 
Do not consider purchasing 
something, even from a 
garage sale, if it does not meet 
your specific needs. 

Be a critical shopper, and be 
patient. The results will be 
worth the effort and you will 
be able to use your basement 
as additional living space, 
while meeting all of your stor-
age needs. Good luck! 

Terri Guastella. an inter ior designer 
and a Canton resident, specializes in 
space planning, design and color 
consultat ion. Do you have a question 
about inter ior design or decorating 
your home? Contact Terri Guastella 
w i th your questions at: exclusiveinte-
riordesign@hotmail.com. 

that seem more difficult than they 
really are. Refreshments wil! be 
served. After the program, Szerlag will 
autograph copies of her two books, 
Annuals for Michigan and Perennials 
for Michigan. The books are available 
for purchase at Goldner Walsh for 
$18:95. 
If you have an item for the calendar, 
please submit it at least two weeks in 
advance of the date it should be pub-
lished. Send to Ken Abramczyk, At 
Home Editor, Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, Ml 48150 or e-mail kabram-
czyk@oe.homecomm.net. 

Domestic 
Planner 

Diana 

foeni 

The responsibility for many of 
holiday parties falls on my 

shoulders each 
year. This year, I 
want to make 
them the best 
ever. I need some 
fresh ideas. 

The holidays 
provide a great 
opportunity to 
throw a party. 
People are usu-
ally in a festive 
mood and 
ready to cele-
brate. 

Planning is easy because dec-
orations are available every-
where and many stores run 
sales on consumable items. You 
can choose to plan an elabo-
rate, expensive party or a sim-
ple, inexpensive party depend-
ing on time available and your 
budget. 

Before making such deci-
sions, consider how many of 
the holiday parties are at your 
home. Do you entertain on 
Thanksgiving, Christmas Or 
Hanukkah, New Year's Eve, 
and New Year's Day? If you 
host every holiday party, you 
may want some help with, the 
preparations. 

Begin your preparations by 
buying home and food maga-
zines. They contain ideas on 
food preparation and home 
decorations. You might also 
want to use some of the sug-
gestions listed below on giving 
parties. 

Elaborate and expensive: 
Arrange a dinner to be pre-
pared and served by a caterer. 
You should check on having the 
food prepared by a restaurant, 
which may be less expensive. 
(All you have to do is pick up 
the food and serve it.) Hire a 
service to clean or decorate 
your home for the appropriate 
holiday season. Use your finest 
china, crystal, and silver. Use 
linen tablecloths and napkins. 
Serve champagne or wine with 
the meal. Buy fresh floral 
arrangements to coordinate 
with the holiday. Place a 
wrapped gift for each guest at 
his table place, such as a unique 
ornament. Gourmet chocolate 
works for any occasion. 

Simple and Inexpensive: 
Buy your decorations and 
paper goods when they are on 
sale. The best time to make 
these purchases is at the end of 
the season. Store them in a 
labeled plastic container for 
next year. Take advantage of 
the traditional holiday decora-
tions already adorning your 
home. For other parties during 
the year you might need to buy 
banners, crepe paper, and bal-

loons to create a festive atmos-
phere. 

Plan a traditional American 
meal or introduce a change in 
the menu by preparing an eth-
nic food such as Italian, 
Mexican, German or Greek. 
Keep in mind, however, that 
traditional foods such as 
turkey, ham, sweet potatoes 
and dressing are discounted 
during this time of year. 

Coordinate a.potluck in 
which each family brings a 
food dish to share with the 
group. (Cleanup is simplified 
because you have not created 
such a large mess preparing 
food.) Use plates, glasses, and 
silverware that can be cllaned 
in the dishwasher. 

Decorate the center of each 
table with a candle or a single 
flower surrounded by greenery. 
Fill a clear dish with the appro-
priate holiday candy for anoth-
er centerpiece idea. For 
Christmas, use red and green 
candies. Wrap garland in a cir-
cle and put some ornaments in 
the center. 

For crowds of more than 12 
people, consider using paper 
plates, cups and napkins as an 
alternative. 

At your New Year's party 
include a piece of paper and 
festive pencil (as a party favor) 
at each place. Have each guest 
make a list of their New Year's 
resolutions. 

Designate an area for soft 
drinks, tea, coffee and punch so 
everyone can serve themselves. 
Red punch coordinates well 
with a Christmas party but if 
spilled, is not easily removed 
from the carpet. 

Make games available for all 
ages. You may choose group 
games such as Charades, 
Outburst or Win, Lose or 
Draw. Another alternative is to 
set up several card tables for 
cards and board games. 

Hosting suggestions for 
any type of party: Plan ahead 
with food preparations to elim-
inate kitchen crisis and stress 
when the guests arrive. Clean 
your house the day before, not 
the morning of the party. Set 
your tables the day before the 
celebration. Greet each guest 
personally as they arrive. 

Do not spend most of the 
time in the kitchen with food 
preparations and clean-up. 
Enjoy your guests. 

Today's Refrigerator 
Bulletin: "The love of family 
and friends is the most impor-
tant ingredient in a holiday 
party!" 

Send your quest ions and success sto-
ries to: Diana Koenig, Email 
dianakoenigifhotmai l .com or 
www.dome5ticplanner.com. 

Flexsteel Home Theater 
F U R N I T U R E . I N 

GgLFlexsteeh 
America's Seating Specialist 

FiNE FURNITURE BEGINS ON THE iNSiDt. 

Kelp make your dreams come true 
with a Flexsteel Home Tlieaiep Unit 

Available in Leather Si Cloth 
Varied configurations available. 

Patented Flexsteel spring and metal 
seat frame feature a lifetime warranty 

584 W. ANN ARBOR Ml • PLYMOUTH 

734-453-4700 
Open Daily 9:30-6; Tfturs.&Fri. til 9; sat til 5:30 

UARANTEED 
LOWEST 
PRICE! 

• Factory Direct 
• Costs Much Less Than 

Replacing 
» Available in Solid Oak, 

Maple & Cherry 
• References in Your 

Neighborhood 
• FREE ESTIMATES 

SS cabinet clinic 
The Leader in Cabinet Refacing 

West 734-421-8151 
North-East 586-751-1848 

w w w . c a b i n e t c l i n i c . c o m 
O E 0 8 2 7 8 9 6 3 

Have Your Furniture 
Reupholstered 

Today and Receive I. 

2 PILLOWS FREE! 
with your order! 

KIM'S UPHOLSTERING 

» 4 2 7 - 5 

Sf. »* '//e/» 7 i olh p - W l — * s ' i > 

Livonia 
35400 Plymouth Rd 

Between Wayne and Le\ an 
.734 307 6600 

Howell 
4 1 1 6 E G i a n d R i \ e r 

J u s t t i i s r o f L a r s o n R d 
. 5 1 7 5 4 8 172? 

Waterford 
0 0 4 0 H i g h l a n d R d i M 5 0 i 

Between Airporc & Willuum Lake 
12481 886 7727 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:riordesign@hotmail.com
mailto:czyk@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.dome5ticplanner.com
http://www.cabinetclinic.com
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Build your own gift this season Here's to cold milk and scrapers 
BV U A B B l C A u n I I U C C r A D r V t l s v « * r A 1 4 a , t ^ / . P 

BY MORRIS AND JAMES CAREY 
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES 

As far as we're concerned, 
there is absolutely nothing 
more meaningful than receiv-
ing a handmade gift - and 
nothing more joyful than being 
the creator of such a gift. 

Here are some ideas that you 
might enjoy making and giving 
to family and friends this holi-
day season. 

For fun, we'll start with a 
project that can be used for 
several purposes. It can be a 
compact disk holder, a VHS 
holder, a mini bookcase or 
even a DVD rack. And best of 
all, it's easy and inexpensive to 
build. 

You will need two pieces of 1-
by-6 lumber, each about 10 to 
12 inches long (you choose the 
exact size and species)., 
Regardless of what size you 
end up with, it's pretty impor-
tant for both pieces of wood to 
end up matching in length and 
width. ; 

You also will need two pieces 
of half-inch dowel stock, each 
about 12 inches long, prefer-
ably the same species as the 1-
by-6s. Clamp the two pieces of 
l-by-6 together and sand 
around all four edges until they 
match in size and shape. 

While they remain clamped 
together, drill a pair of half-
inch holes through both pieces 
at once. The holes should be 
side by side about 1-1/2 inches 
on center in from one of the 
narrow ends; which end makes 
no difference. The holes should 
be spaced so that they are 
about 1 inch or so on center 
from each side. Exact place-
ment of the holes can vary, but 
they must be in the exact same 
position on both l-by-6s. 

Once the holes are drilled, 
sand or ream them out about 
l/l6-inch or so to ensure that 
the dowels will slip through 
easily. Slip the dowels through 
the holes, and your project is 
complete except for stain and 
varnish or paint. 

How about that! A project 
that requires no screwing, 
hammering or bolting, and it 
can be done in less than an 
hour. By the way, if you want to 
get fancy you can route the 
edges of the l-by-6s or you can 
carve them. 

PICTURE FRAMES 

Here's an easy one. Round 
wooden shower curtain hold-
ers are getting hard to find, but 
work best for this gift-giving 
project. However, plastic "ones 
work almost as well. 

Gather up several and simply 
spray paint them in your 
favorite color. (We love gold.) 
Take family photos and cut 
them in a circle about the 
diameter of the shower curtain 
loop. Finally, glue the photo to 
the loop. 

The time-consuming part of 
this project is waiting for the 
paint to dry. Shower curtain 
hook picture frames make 
inexpensive photo gifts that 
can be used year-round or as 
Christmas tree ornaments, or 
both! 

PYRAMIDS 

Again, easy is the key word 
here. For this project you will 
need two pieces of wood or 
particle board cut into match-
ing triangles. 

We used a piece of l-by-14 
clear pine. We cut its length to 
exactly match its width and 
then made a perfect diagonal 
cut. We clamped the two pieces 
of wood together and sanded 
all three edges until both 
pieces were identical in size 
and shape. 

We marked the exact center 
of the two pieces (between the 
base and apex), and cut a 3/4-
inch wide notch from the bot-
tom (base) to the center of one 
piece and a 3/4-inch wide 
notch from the top to the cen-
ter in the other piece. 

By the way, our notch was 
cut to match the width of our 

l-by-14. Had we decided to use 
half-inch material, our notch 
would have been a half-inch. 

With the notches cut and 
sanded, we were then able to 
interlock the two pieces into a 
pyramid-shaped stand with 
four sides. 

The final step involved cut-
ting slots into the four sloping 
edges of the pyramid. We used 
a small hand saw to cut half-
inch deep slots 1/4-inch apart 
along all four sloping edges. 
We decided to paint ours green 
to simulate a small Christmas 
tree. 

ORNAMENTS 

Often a project is so simple 
that we completely overlook 
how special it can be. Making a 
tree ornament ou t of a scrap of 
wood can be fulfilling, personal 
and fun. A gingerbread man, a 
toy soldier, a snowman - all of 
these shapes and more can be 
trimmed out of plywood, parti-
cle board or dimensional scrap 
lumber in minutes with noth-
ing more than a jig saw. 

Use a cookie cutter to trans-
fer the shape onto the material. 
Clamp it to your workbench 
and cut. Sanding the edges 
completes the job unless you 
enjoy carving. The figure can 
be handpainted or simply fin-
ished by writing someone's 
name on it. 

We made chubby little snow-
men and used a Forstner drill 
bit to drill a circular recess in 
each snowman's belly. We then 
cut out a family picture to fit 
the circular recess and glued it 
in place with contact cement. 
The result: a little white snow-
man wearing a black top hat, 
with black eyes, an orange nose 
and a family picture in its belly. 

And, that's all there is to it. 
For more home improvement 
tips and information, visit 
www.onthehouse.com, or call 
us at (800) 737-2474 between 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. (EST) 
Saturdays. 

And, good luck! 

Check plugs, freshen fuel in snowblower 
If you drained the fuel and 

stored your snowthrower prop-
erly last spring, getting it start-
ed will be a breeze. Regardless 
of how responsible you've been, 
now is the time to make sure 
your snowthrower is ready for 
winter. Follow this winter-ready 
snowthrower checklist, and 
you're well on your way to a 
clean driveway all winter long. 

SPARK PLUGS 

Inspect your spark plugs and 
replace them as needed. Spark 
plugs should be replaced if 
damaged or worn. Also, take a 
look at the wires to make sure 
they're in good shape. Check 
your owner's manual for 
replacement recommendations. 

OIL 

oil is before you store your 
snowthrower at the end of the 
season. If you didn't complete 
the task last spring, run the 
machine for a while until it 
warms up. To drain the old oil, 
place a container underneath 
the oil drain plug, and then 
remove both the oil drain plug 
and the fill cap so that the oil 
flows out. Once it has drained, 
replace the oil drain plug and 
carefully refill the oil just until 
full. Check the oil level with a 
clean dipstick to make sure you 
haven't overfilled it. Replace 
the fill cap and clean off any 
spilled oil. 

FUEL 

Fresh gas makes starting 
your snowthrower easier. 
Gasoline is formulated season-
ally so engines start better in 

hot weather. So, hold off buy-
ing gas as long as you can. 
Once you've purchased new 
fuel, add a good quality fuel 
stabilizer to your gas can. 
Stabilizers help slow the aging 
process of the gas. Be sure that 
your snowthrower's gas tank is 
full of fresh fuel. 

Last but not least...it won't 
hurt to take a look at the belts 
and tires as well. Make sure 
belts are not cracked or falling 
apart and regulate the tire 
pressure according to the 
owner's manual. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

If your snowthrower needs 
professional help, be sure to 
get it into your local service 
center early. If you wait until 
the first snowfall, chances are 
you'll be without your machine 

The best time to change the cold weather and stay cooler in just when you need it most. 
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OVER 40 STYLES OF 
ENTERTAINMENT 

CENTERS 

ALL LANE 
CEDAR CHESTS O N SALE See our Home Office Display 

Huge selection 
of curio cabinets, 

consoles, 
clocks and 
accessories 

LA-Z-BOY 
• Reclining Sofas 
• Sectionals 
• Recliners 
• Leather 

"Fine Traditional F u r n i s h i n g s " 
2945 S. WAYNE ROAD • WAYNE 

(4 blks N. of Michigan Ave.) 
Holiday Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9 am - 9 pm • Tuesv Wed., Sat. 9 am - 6 pm • Sun. Noon-5 pm 

734-721-1044 

Appliance 
Doctor 

I almost forgot how good a 
I glass of cold milk tasted 
' until the other day when I 

pulled a gallon jug out of the 
refrigerator which sits in our 
garage. 

I sat down with a plate of 
homemade cookies (thanks to 

our neighbor 
Mellisa) and I 
told Valorie 
that the milk 
was so cold, it 

^ reminded me 
mam of years ago. 
m L W By the way, 

that refrigera-
tor is a 1948 
model which 
keeps items at 
a constant 34 
degrees. 

That can be 
as much as 10 

degrees colder than the mod-
ern refrigerator of today. I've 
accepted the way things are 
today so much, that I have 
not been smart enough to put 
the milk in the garage refrig-
erator. 

Today's modern refrigerator 
should not be placed in a 
garage because you can 
experience serious problems 
with it, many of which that 
are not covered by the war-
ranty. 

Here's the message: Before 
you serve the children milk, 
chill it - much like a bottle of 
wine - then ask them if it 
tastes better. We may have 
healthier kids running around 
tomorrow. 

And as far as the milk 
is concerned, the extreme 
cold temperature gives 
milk a taste that might entice 
more children to drink it and 

like it. 
We visited Valorie's brother 

Bill Lough and wife Dawn in 
Minnesota for Thanksgiving 
Day. 

They have a beautiful 
kitchen range which is 10 
years old. The top is a dark 
color. 

They love the range except 
for the stains which are quite 
noticeable and Dawn said 
that they can't be removed. 
She showed me the cleaner 
that she uses. 

I went out to the garage to 
get one of those razor type 
scrapers, applied some of her 
cleaner product and scraped 
the cooking residue off the 
top of the stove. 

She thought it was wrong to 
use the scraper but was 
pleased with the results. 

I told Dawn that these 
smooth-tops were once 
made in white only and those 
units really showed the stains. 

The change to darker colors 
helped lessen the complaints 
from consumers, but didn't 
stop the problems. 

Today, when you purchase 
many of the smooth top 
ranges, they come with a spe-
cial cleaner and even include 
a razor scraper. 

Here's the message: If you 
want the beautiful look of a 
smooth top in your kitchen, 
be prepared to be the perfect 
homemaker. 

A homeowner who purchas-
es a new gas or electric range 
today, replacing one that was 
15 years or older, is sure to 
complain about the oven tem-
perature. 

Their cooking ways have 
been set for years, always 

working with near perfect 
temperatures to match the 
oven control knob. 

In today's modern range 
you can expect fluctuations in 
temperatures of at least 25 
degrees, either too high or too 
low as to what is set on the 
temperature control. 

This is a fact of life 
today with new kitchen 
ranges and you have no 
choice but to make an adjust-
ment yourself. 

Here's the message: Buy a 
thermometer and check out . 
the oven temperature so 
you know the variance in 
degrees. 

Pre-heat your oven for 30 
minutes before you begin 
cooking the sensitive prod- . 
ucts and learn not to peek 
or open the door until fin-
ished. 

In closing today I would 
like to ask you why the above • 
information is necessary to 
make you an informed con-
sumer. , 

I know that some of this 
knowledge just doesn't make 
sense but let me tell you that 
service technicians across this 
country have to educate 
homeowners every day on just 
about every appliance. 

Forty years ago, we didn't 
have to do this much explain- ; 
ing and there was good rea- J 
son for that. Companies built-11 

these units better and to last 
longer. 

Joe Gagnon can now be heard on 
WWJ-950 and WXYT-1270. He is a , ^ - s 
m e m b e r and past p r e s i d e n t of t he 
Soc ie ty of Consumer A f f a i r s : 

Professionals. His p h o n e n u m b e r is »*.-+ 
(248) 455-7281. . . . « 3 

TECHNOLOGY 
FROM PAGE 81 

recipes, Hartunian explains. 
Clear refrigerators didn't go 

over real well, either, Reynolds 
says. 

When it comes to style, retro 
seems to be taking over appli-
ances, too. One old favorite 
that has been brought back are 
"bottom out" refrigerators with 
the freezer below the fresh 
food spot. 

"The fresh food side is all in 
your face," Reynolds says. 

"We're selling a lot of those 
lately." 

New refrigerators also offer a 
specific temperature control 
that lets you see the actual 
temperature instead of using a 
dial that uses a number range 
of 0 to 10. 

"Some people like things a 
little colder," Reynolds says. 

"It depends on the individual 
and the food that you put in 
there." 

Another convenience in 
refrigerators is slide-out draw-
ers that allow you to pull the 
drawer out instead of reaching 

to the back and groping for 
yesterday's leftovers. 

"As we get older, we can't 
reach things as easily," 
Reynolds says. 

Microwaves that also cook 
with conventional heat and can 
even broil is another new 
appliance that has a strong fol-
lowing. "They're products that • 
are far more advanced than 
anything we've had in past," 
Hartunian says. 

Diane Gale Andreassi is a f reelance 
wr i te r for the Observer & Eccentr ic 
Newspapers. 
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We Will Beat Any Competitors 
Written Countertop 

_ Price by 10% 
nlRGUARANTEED!< H E W 

V'rc#a,"j 
l w W J? ĤMECRESI , C A N E T R Y 

FREE Sink Base 
with any purchase of 
10 cabinets or more 

(a value of up to $350!) 

BUY DIRECT from 
the MANUFACTURER 

for BIG SAVINGS! 
Certified Fabricators for Sol id Surface and _ 
Formica Wi lsonart Pioni te & Nevamar . 

GRANT'S CABINETS, INC. 
24520 Five Mile Road • Redford 

Licensed 313-531 -8491 — 
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add will q0 ^ese chores before winter comes 
clean brick fireplace 

BY JAMES AND MORRIS CAREY 
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES 

John asks, "Could you rec-
ommend a treatment to 
remove the white streaks and 
efflorescence on a natural red 
brick fireplace, which were 
caused by a leak at the roof-
chimney connection? 

"We have tried washing it 
with pool acid and had little or 
no success." 

First, our compliments on 
your terminology. 
Efflorescence1 is the proper 
term to identify the process 
that caused the white streaks 
on the surface of your fireplace 
face. 

As the leaking water evapo-
rated at the surface of the 
brick, it left mineral deposits 

behind in the form of a white 
powder. 

A sponge isn't heavy-duty 
enough for the kind of scrub-
bing required to remove efflo-
rescence. Try wire-brushing the 
area without using any acid sit 
all. 

If that doesn't do the trick, 
then acid will be needed. The 
pool acid you used may have 
been overdiluted. A 10-percent 
solution of muriatic acid (one 
part acid, nine parts water) is 
recommended. Keep the area 
very moist with a wet sponge 
while alternately scrubbing 
with a steel wire brush (brass 
will be too soft). 

Caution: Muriatic acid is 
dangerous. Always use eye pro-
tection, protective clothing, 
and gloves. 

Take simple security precautions 
Guardian Alarm of 

So.uthfield advises holiday trav-
elers that burglars are trained 
to notice the telltale signs of an 
empty home, and they cannot 
be easily fooled. 

Some of the things they look 
for include a buildup of news-
papers, uncollected mail, and 
lack of interior lighting. Don't 
ruin a holiday trip by coming 
home to an empty, burglarized 
House. 

• Devote a little time to take 
the following precautions: 
. Lock and double check win-
dows and doors. Don't forget 
the garage doors and windows. 
Give your house an occupied 
look by keeping adequate lights 
on, having someone cut the 
grass or shovel snow, and sus-
pending all daily deliveries of 
mail and newspapers. 

Give a nearby relative or 
trustworthy neighbor a house 
key so he or she can make peri-
odic security checks. 

If you have a monitored elec-
tronic security system, verify 
your emergency notification 

information with the alarm 
company. 

Hirn the volume level on the 
telephone to its lowest setting. 

Inform your local police or 
sheriff that you'll be leaving 
and ask if they provide security 
checks on unoccupied homes. 
A written record of possessions ^ 
will help to recover your 
belongings if a robbery should 
occur. 

When leaving, take a walk 
around the house and check all 
doors and windows and make 
sure the last person out sets the 
alarm system and locks the 
door. 

When you are on the road to 
visit family and friends, don't 
let your guard down. Use trav-
elers checks and credit cards 
whenever possible and avoid 
carrying large amounts of cash. 
Make sure that all luggage and 
belongings are in the trunk of 
the car and out of sight. 

Be as security minded when 
you travel as you are when you 
are at home. Be alert and 
aware of your surroundings. 

Too Late Ti 
c or those fast minute ads 
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JUST LISTED! 
HURRY OVER TO SEE THIS 
Nicely decorated colonial. 
Many updates, trench doors 
leading out to a private 
backyard & common pool, 
tennis courts. $279,900 
Call Carolyn VanDerRoest 

(734) 564-0861 

REMERICA HOMETOWN 
(734) 459-6222 

31151 

UPDATED I 
'Beautiful 3 bdrm., 1.5 bath 
.brick ranch. Newer roof, 
•windows, sprinklers, patio, 
•driveway, bath & more. 
Bsmt. Garage. Great lush 
backyard. $155,906 

Century 21 Today 
734-462-9800 

www.century21today.com 

JUST LISTED! 
FARMINGTON HILLS 

End unit ranch condo w/2 
car attached garage. 1,879 
sq. ft., 3 bdrms, 2 baths. 
Living room w/cathedrai 
ceiling & fireplace. Dining 
room. Kitchen w/2 pantries 
& doorwail to deck. 
Finished bsmt. Appliances 
Stay. $228,888 (SI296) 

Century 21 Today 
(248) 855-2COO 

www.century21today.com 

— TEACHER 
Part-time Math Instructors for 
Livonia & Canton centers. 
Certif ication required. Also 
seeking cert i f ied Reading 
instructor, Evening and 
Saturday hours available. 
Mail resume to: 

Sylvah Learning Center 
7752 N. Canton Center Rd. 

Canton, M! 48187 or Fax to: 
734-451-3544 

E-mail: 
sylvancanton@aoi.com 

No Boss! No Commute! Learn 
to earn $2.00G-$4,000/week. 
From home. Call for free mes-
sage 1-800-259-0519 

WESTLAND • Blue Garden 
Apartments on Cherry Hilt 
between Merriman & Venoy. 
Use poolside entrance, Bldg. 
14, #149, Apt. 2. Saturday & 
Sun,. Dec. 11 & 12,10-3pm. 
Great items! 

Sat./Sun. Dec. 11-12,10-3 
S a t . Dec 11, 

Ann A r b o r Best Western 
Jackson Road, 

. ( - 94 at exit 172. 
Sun. , Dec. 12, 

T roy Elks Lodge, 
E. B ig Beaver Rd., 

1 2 m i les E.'of I -75 , 
i n fo 2 4 8 - 5 9 1 - 7 4 3 7 
A d m . $6 /5 w/ad . 

GERMAN SHEPHERD / White, 
9 yr old, female, to a good 
home. 734-394-1122 

BY JAMES AND MORRIS CAREY 
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES 

Winter is setting in and the 
cold, wet days to come will pre-
vent us - or at least make it 
very difficult for us - to per-
form important tasks that 
affect our comfort and our 
pocketbook. 

If the temperature in your 
area, for example, has dropped 
to an average below 55 degrees 
Fahrenheit, then the possibility 
of patch-painting exposed 
wood surfaces is lost until 
spring. 

Yes, you can paint. And, the 
paint job will probably look as 
good as ever. But chances are it 
probably won't stick. 

Paint just doesn't cure when 
its temperature is below 55 
degrees. 

When it doesn't cure proper-
ly, it doesn't stick. When it 
doesn't stick properly, it will 
peel off prematurely. Mid-win-
ter and the hottest days of 
summer aren't meant for 
painting. 

CONCRETE 

Concrete is another product 
that doesn't do well in extreme 
temperature conditions. 

A cool day is great for con-
crete because it takes longer to 
cure and the slow curing time 
actually reduces the potential 
for cracking. But, once the 
temperature gets into the mid-
50s, the curing process 
changes and you can end up 
with concrete soup. 

Be cautious of the contractor 
who tells you that it's OK 
because there are additives 
that can change curing time 
even on very cold days. 

This is true to some extent, 
but do you want to be the one 
who owns the cracks if the con-
crete company fails? It is hard 
enough to get proper curing 
when the weather is perfect. 

Why gamble when the weather 
is extreme? 

GARDEN TOOLS 

This time of year is our last 
chance to clean, oil and store 
our gardening tools. 

Before it gets too cold to 
comfortably walk outside - let 
alone clean anything - get your 
garden tools pressure-washed, 
oiled and stored in a dry loca-
tion. Wooden handles rot and 
splinter in wet weather and 
unprotected metal will rust, 
even if it is indoors. 

Don't be shy about oiling the 
handles as well. Wet winter air, 
leaks in the tool shed roof and 
walls - not to mention damp 
ground - all promote moist 
storage conditions. 

WOOD SURFACES 

Besides tool handles, this 
time of year also is our last 
chance to oil exterior wood 
surfaces to protect them 
against water damage. 

Oil preserves wood. Once 
absorbed into the wood's 
fibers, the oil displaces water 
that would otherwise cause 
fungus damage and rot. 

Unfortunately, once winter 
rains begin, exterior surfaces 
absorb the water and won't 
absorb much oil. 

Therefore, oiling wet wood is 
a futile practice that, simply 
stated, is worthless and use-
less. 

FURNITURE 

This time of year is our last 
chance to clean, protect and 
store our barbecue and our 
garden furniture. 

It is important to remember 
to clean these items before 
storing them. Small pests are 
attracted to mud-covered wood 
and metal. 

If the barbecue is outside 

and built-in, shut off the fuel 
source and protect areas where 
spiders can nest and lay eggs. 
Not because the spider could 
be unfriendly, but because the 
webs they weave can clog fuel 
lines and orifices. 

WINDOWS, ROOF 

This time of year is our last 
chance to paint and caulk exte-
rior windows and doors to 
reduce high energy bills. Paint 
won't cure when it's too cold 
outside. And nothing (paint or 
caulk) sticks to a wet surface. 

This time of year is our last 
chance to make ready your 
storm windows and shutters. 

We all know that storm win-
dows increase home comfort 
and reduce energy bills. But it 
is very human to wait until the 
last minute. Unfortunately, 
waiting until the last minute 
results in long lines at the win-
dow store and other place that 
offer storm window repair and 
maintenance; 

This time of year is our last 
chance to replace loose or 
missing roof shingles to pre-
vent damage to our home's 
interior. 

When wet weather is on the 
horizon, roofers are their 
busiest, which means it is the 
hardest time to get their help. 
Be sure to spend a minute or 
two - right away - with a pair 
of binoculars to check out the 
condition of your roof. 

A missing shingle can leave 
you with thousands of dollars' 
worth of interior damage to 
ceilings, walls, cabinets (not to 
mention their contents), dam-
aged floor covering and more. 
Call now if you suspect a prob-
lem. 

FLUE 

This time of year is our last 
chance to have our firebox and 
flue checked for cracks and 

creosote buildup. 
Creosote buildup can com-

bust or explode when the fire-
place is used. Cracks in the 
firebox or flue can allow flames 
and hot gases to come into. 
contact with combustible sur-
faces in our home. A deadly 
fire can result. 

FURNACE, WATER HEATER 

This time of year is our last 
chance to have our furnace 
checked at a decent price and 
in a decent period of time. 

This is the time of year when 
heating contractors are at their 
busiest. A furnace that has 
gone unchecked for an entire 
season could be a danger to 
your family. A little rust spot is 
all it takes to allow the furnace 
to pump deadly carbon 
monoxide into your home. 

This time of year is our last 
chance, to have our water 
heater cleaned and checked. 
Cold water in the summer is 
bad enough. But, there is noth-
ing worse than no hot water in 
the dead of winter. 

LIGHT BULBS 

This time of year is our last 
chance to change exterior light 
bulbs. 

Picture yourself changing an 
exterior light bulb when the 
temperature outside is near or 
below zero. Change all exterior 
light bulbs now. It is inexpen-
sive and could save someone a 
slip on the ice. 

This is definitely an impor-
tant time. It's your last chance 
for the year to do a lot of 
things. 

Have you made YOUR list? 
For more home improve-

ment tips and information, 
visit our Web site at 
www.onthehouse.com, or call, 
us at (800) 737-2474,9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. EST every Saturday. 

And, good luck! 

Breaking gardening traditions is good - sometimes 
BY LEE REICH 

FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES 

N o w is a g o o d t i m e of y e a r 
t o a t t a c k s o m e g a r d e n i n g t r a -
ditions - five, to be exact -
associated with planting trees 
and shrubs. 

Why, now? Because the first 
tradition has to do with the 
best time to plant. 

Tradition dictates spring 
planting, but fall is actually a 
better time. 

Plant now and roots have 
some time to grow before 
spring warmth coaxes leaves 
from bare stems. Also, the 
soil is often too slurpy to dig 
early in spring; now should 
be perfect for digging. 

The hext tradition has to do 
with the size of the planting 

hole. 
Better a S5 tree in a $50 

h o l e t h a n ;i rS5U t r e e in a So 
h o l e , g o e s t h e o ld saying . N o t 
s o . T h e p l a n t i n g h o l e fo r a 
tree or shrub doesn't need to 
be any larger than the spread 
of the roots. 

Digging a bathtub-sized 
hole is, anyway, futile because 
any tree or shrubs roots will -
or should - eventually spread 
beyond even that hole. 

Also, there's no reason to 
use great quantities of organ-
ic materials, such as peat 
moss, leaf mold or compost, 
to fluff up the soil in the 
planting hole (Tradition No. 
3 ) . 

Create too fluffy a soil and 
roots have little reason to 
leave the planting hole, and 

they should as soon as possi-
b l e ! 

S imi lar ly , d o n ' t p u t o r g a n i c 
m a t t e r o r g ruye i in t h e b o t -
t o m of t h e h o l e to i m p r o v e 
drainage. 

The actual effect is the 
opposite: A perched water 
table is created, leaving roots 
gasping for air. 

Right after planting, 
all the best gardeners have 
traditionally staked their 
newly planted trees 
(Tradition No. 4). 

In fact, it is generally better 
not to stake a tree-. 

Trunks allowed to sway in 
the wind become stronger 
and develop better. Even the 
roots grow more on an 
unstaked tree. 

The gardener who follows 

traditional wisdom in plant-
ing a bare root tree or shrub 
h a s o n e f ina l t a s k - T r a d i t i o n 
N o . 5 - a f t e r t h e p l a n t is in 
t h e g r o u n d . 

That task is to cut back 
some stems "to balance the 
loss of roots." Don't do it! 

It turns out that hormones 
produced in stem buds, espe-
cially those at the stem tips, 
help stimulate root growth 
and, hence, stem growth. 

Keep pruning to a mini-
mum, and remove a few 
stems at their origin rather 
than shorten many stems. 

Notice that throwing these 
planting traditions ,out the 
window makes for less work. 

Do choose the site carefully, 
mulch, and water regularly 
the first season, though. 
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| Don't miss Mike's y/biggest ever" 

11 Day Holiday Meat Sale 
(Tuesday, December 14th 9am - 9pm) 

11 Great Savings on Pork, Beef, Chicken, Hams, 
|| Cooked Shrimp, Crab Legs, Fresh and Smoked 
|§ Kielbasa, and much, much more! 

Plan your weekend 
activities each 

Thursday with Filter 

Shop around for the best rate. (Please.) 
Circle Money Market Account. 

2.75; Balances of $5O,Q0&or more 

Rate guaranteed th rough Ju l y 1, 2005 

APY I FDIC insured 

To open an account, call 1-877-TOP-RATE or visit us In person at any Charter One Bank branch. 
CHARTER ONE' 

BANK 

Member FDIC. Annual Percentage Ylsld (APY) for new personal accounts. 2.75% APV for balances of $50,000 or greater. 2.50% APY for $25,000-$49.999. 2.20% APY for $10.000-524,999.1.00% APY for up to 510,000. APYs accurate as of publication date and may change after account opening. 
$5,000 balance and a Circle Checking Account required to open. Fees may reduce earnings. Offer good for personal accounts up to $3 million. 

http://www.century21today.com
http://www.century21today.com
mailto:sylvancanton@aoi.com
http://www.onthehouse.com


www.hometownlife.com AT H O M E Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, December 9,2004 <») B5 

Holly Walk 
Six Rochester area homes beautifully 
decorated for the holidays will be fea-
tured at the 2004 HoSly Walk, noon to 

- 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12, presented by 
the Friends of the Rochester Hills 
Public l ibrary. 

Tickets, advance only, are $20 and 
benefit the library. 
Tickets are available at Bordine 

"Nursery Garden Store, Diilman & Upton 
True Value Hardware, the Friends' 
Library Store, Heslop's at the Village 
of Rochester Hills, Sharon's Hallmark 
afid Werner's Hallmark. 

Refreshments will be served at the 
• '(fairy bam at Van Hoosen Farm. 

For information, call (248) 652-3549. 
Doll show 

A Holiday Doll Show will take place 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12, at 
Wayne Tree Manor, 35100 Van Born in 
Wayne. 

Admission is $5, free for under age 10. 
For more information, call R.R. 
Promotions Inc. at (734) 455-2110 or 
visit 
http://www.ameritech.net/iisers/rrpro-
mo/show-list.html. 
For dealer application, visit 
http://www.ameritech.net/users/rrpro-
mo/dealer-application-ply.html. 

Santa visits 
Santa Ciaus will visit Kids Castles at 
some area Art Van Furniture stores to 
greet children and pass out special 
treats. Parents may bring their cam-
eras. 

Santa will be at the stores in 
Southfield (22555 Greenfield, phone 
(248) 569-3770) noon to 2 p.m. and 
Novi (27775 Novi Road, phone (248) 
348-8922) 3-5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11; in 
Westland (8300 Wayne Road, phone 

' (734) 425-9600) noon to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 18; and in Shelby 
Township (14055 Hall, phone (586) 
566-1490) noon to 2 p.m. and at 6500 
14 Mile in Warren (phone (586) 939-

. 2100)3-5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19. 

Caroling 
Stop by any Art Van Furniture store 2-
4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12, to enjoy 
favorite holiday carols performed by a 
local high school choir. 

.. The schools include Livonia Stevenson 
High School at the Livonia store 
(phone (248) 478-8870), South Lyon 
High School at the Novi store (phone 
(248) 348-8922), Marian High School at 
the Royai Oak store (phone (248) 549-
2900), Eisenhower High School at the 
Shelby Township store (phone (586) 
566-1490), Mumford High School at the 
Southfield store (phone (248) 569-
3770), Hazel Park High School at the 
store on Eight Mile in Warren (phone 
(586) 779-9530), Bishop Foley High 
ScHooi the store on U ;n 
Wd • £?' ' / • ' € " - b c i o 1 ; V 

C la rks ton High Schoo l at t " p s t o r e in 

Waterford iphone (248) 674-4731; gnrt 
Lutheran High School Westlaoa at me 
store in Westland (phone (734) 425-
9600). 

Toys for Tots 
Creating a special Christmas for 
needy children is the focus of the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve's Toys for Tots 
program. 

You can help by donating a new, 
unwrapped toy for a child and bring-
ing it to any Art Van Furniture store 
now through Monday, Dec. 13. 
The toys will be delivered to local 
youngsters by Christmas Day. No toy 
guns or breakable toys. 

Home decor 
Haberman Fabrics, 905 S. Main in 
Royal Oak, presents a variety of home 
decor classes for different skill levels. 
The schedule includes Fabric-covered 
Boxes (fee is $20), Sunday, Dec. 12. 

Call (248) 541-0010, e-mail 
ContactUs@HabermanFabrics.com or 
visit www.HabermanFabrics.com for 
registration and other information. 

Children's activity 
A special program designed around 
the classic poem 'Twas the Night 
Before Christmas wiil take piace I p.m. 
and 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 18, in the 
Friends Meeting House at Greenmead 
Historical Park, Eight Mile and 
Newburgh in Livonia. 

The event is recommended for ages 4-
8. Space is limited and reservations 
are required. Cost is $6 per child. All 
tickets are sold in advance. For infor-
mation, call (248) 477-7375. 
The program will include an interpre 
tive reading of the poem, a Christmas 

WAREHOUSE 
SALE! 

...Fireplaces, Mantles, Gas Logs, 
Doors, Outdoor Living Rooms and 

Cultured Stone available! 

up to 7 0 % o f f 
List Price 

Friday, December 10th 
7:00 am-5:00pm 

Saturday, December 11th 
7:00 am-3:00 pm 

Our Livonia Warehouse at 
32680 Capitol Street 

Livonia, Mi. 48150 
(734) 522-2733 

craft to take home, a Christmas sing-
along and a Christmas treat to eat. 
Proceeds will benefit Greenmead. 

Kwanzaa celebration 
The Storytellers wiil share stories 
about the African-American tradition 
of Kwanzaa 2-4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 18, 
at Art Van Furniture, 13855 E. Eight 
Mile in Warren. 

This enthusiastic duo, which will 
demonstrate ethnic musical instru-
ments, performs lively presentations 
and encourages the participation of 
children in attendance. 

Maybury greens 
Maybury Farm in Northvitie is selling 
wreaths in all forms for the holiday 
season, now through Dec. 20. Fresh 
greens nave been made into wreaths, 
candy cane wreaths, and swags. 
Each wreath purchased will have hung 
on one of the Maybury Farm barns. 
Prices range from $20 to $30. 
The Maybury Farm Welcome Center 
also offers a delightful array of can-
dles, votives and many other items. 
Maybury Farm is just inside the 
entrance to Maybury State Park on 
Eight Mile, 1-1/2 miles west of Beck 
Road. 

Your donation will help with the 
rebuilding of Maybury Farm. 
Hayrides or sleigh rides (if there is 
snow) are offered 1-4 p.m. Saturdays 
and Sundays until Dec. 20; cost is $3 
adults, $2 children. 
For information, call the Northville 
Community Foundation at (248) 374-
0200. 

Holiday Walk 
The 2004 Holiday Walk at Meadow 
Brook Hall, on the Oakland University 
campus in Rochester, continues 
through Sunday, Dec. 19. 

Tours are offered daily, 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday-Sunday (last admittance 
at 4 p.m.). 
Cost is $20 for adults, $5 for under 
age 17 accompanied by an adult, free 
for under age 2. 
Every Saturday and Sunday, children 
can enjoy holiday story time and visit 
Santa Ciaus in the ballroom. Other 
activities include writing letters to 
Santa, designing personalized orna-
ments and holiday cards. 

For more information, call (248) 370-
3140 or visit 
www.meadowbrookhall.org. 
The Holiday Walk is a major fund-rais-
ing event for Meadow Brook Hali. 
Proceeds are used for the preserva-
tion and interpretation of the historic 
property. 

Meadow Brook Hail is the fourth 
largest historic house museum in the 
country. It was built in the 1920s as 
the residence of OU founders Matilda 
j n . i qe Wilson and Alfred wwcr.n 

please submit it at least >n 
advance of the Hate it should oe p 
1 ished. Send to Ken Abramczyk M 
Home Editor, Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, Ml 48150 or e-mail kabram-
czyk@oe.homecomm.net 

Overcome hard drive clutter with new desktop search tools 

llillllllllll Tactician®Plus llllljllllllllll 

Want guarantees? 
We'll give you 
guarantees. 

+5.1%' 
GUARANTEED FIRST-YEAR RATE 

on a 5 Year Investment 

If you've got time to let 
your money grow, 
Tactician" Plus is the fixed 
annuity for you, offering: 

• Competitive rate of return 
• "Bonus" interest tor large 

deposits 
• Tax-deferred growth 

The Tactician®Plus is a flexible 
premium deferred annuity with 
a Market Value Adjustment 
which means, that upon 
surrender, value may be 
positively or negatively,affected 
by I?icrease rai^^uMtfans at 
tbciixtiftie. I t I J i i i u l i i 
Bemfit Life €bmpitny, "a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Allstate Life 
Insurance Company and is 
available in most states with 
contract series AP 9880 and 
certificate series CAP 9880. 

*Rate is subject to changes; may 
differ depending on length of 
investment: Is for deposits of 
$100,000 or more: rate will be 
lower in years 2 and is effective 
(monthly, day. year). 

I'm here to help you: 
Cantin Insurance Agency 

Allstate Insurance Co. 
Robert A Cantin Agent 
6755 Merriman Rd. 

Garden City, MI 48135 

Bus (734) 261-5540 
Fax (734) 261-5860 

There is strength in our numbers. '" 

LINCOLN BENEFIT LIFE 
COMPANY 

A Member of Allstate Mnancltil Group 

I hate clutter. 
1 It not only insults my sense 
® of order, but also makes 
things impossible to find. 

This being a technology col-
umn, you know I'm not talking 

about my clos-
et (though I 
could certainly 
use some help 
in that depart-
ment). 

No, my 
white whale is 
computer clut-
ter - the thou-
<=anHc n f W n r H 

files, digital 
photos, e-mail 
messages, 
MP3s, and 
other items 

Si-shx 

- r v c 

L s as ^ 

Tech 

S a v v y 

Rick 
Broida 

I've accumulated over the years 
and continue to accumulate. 

Despite my best efforts to 
keep things organized, clutter 
ultimately wins out. And when 
the time comes that I need to 
find something, it often takes 
considerable time and effort. 

Enter desktop search tools, 
the biggest thing since, well, 
Google. A desktop search tool 
is like a search engine for your 
hard drive. You know how 
Google produces almost instan-

taneous results when you click 
Search? Desktop search tools 
offer the same speed and con-
venience, but focused on your 
own PC instead of the Web. 

For example, suppose I'm 
looking for an old PowerPoint 
presentation. I don't remember 
the filename or where I saved 
it, only that it contains a refer-
ence to one of my shamelessly 
self-promoted books, How to 
Do Everyth ing with Your Palm 
Handheld (which, by the way, 
makes a great gift). 

Old way: Sift through a 

bunch of folders, open numer-
ous presentations in hopes of 
finding the right one, and just 
generally waste a bunch of time. 

New way: Use a desktop 
search tool to find the docu-
ment in about the time it takes 
to read this sentence. 

Rick. 1. Clutter, O. 
Desktop search tools are 

now available from Blinkx 
(www.blinkx.com) Copernic 
(www.copernic.com), and 
Google (desktop.google.com). 
Microsoft plans to unveil one 
of its own later this month. 

The best part? They're all 
free. So far I've tried only one of 
them, and I don't need to try 
anymore. Blinkx is so fast, so effi-
cient, and so incredibly helpful, I'm 
tempted to send the developers 
some money just to say thank you. 

The program actually does a 
lot more than just search my 
hard drive. It also searches Web 
sites, news and shopping por-
tals, and Web logs (better 
known as blogs). Another search 
option, Stuff I've Seen, shows 
you recently viewed items. 

What's more, if the program 
finds a lot of matches to your 
search criteria, it's sometimes 
difficult to cull what you need 
out of those matches. Even so, 
it's easy to see why desktop 
search tools have attracted so 
much attention lately. If you 
often have trouble finding stuff 
on your hard drive, one of these 
programs can really save the day. 

Rick Broida writes about computers 
and technology for the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers. Broida, of 
Commerce Township, is the co-author 
of numerous books, including "How to 
Do Everything with Musicmatch" and ' 
"101 Killer Apps for Your Palm 
Handheld." He welcomes questions ' 
sent to rickbroida1@excite.com. 
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^ Ven70nwireless 
We never stop working for you 

• 1.877.2BUY.VZW vzwshop.com/holiday 

Don't miss our convenient extended holiday shopping hours. 

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES 
ANN ARBOR 
2570 Jackson Ave. 
(Next to Blockbuster) 
7 3 4 - 7 6 9 - 1 7 2 2 

Briarwoofl Mal l 
!ln Sears Wing, 
Near Center Cu B 

B 
HILLS . 

Great Lakes Cross ing Mai ; 
2 4 8 - 2 5 3 - 1 7 9 9 

BRIGHTON 
8 1 5 9 C h a l l i s . S u i t e C 
(Off Grand River, in front cf Targe 
8 1 0 - 2 2 5 - 4 7 8 9 

42447 Ford Rd. 

Canton Corners) 
7 3 4 - 8 4 4 - 0 4 8 1 

DEARBORN 
24417 Ford Rd. 
(Just West of Telegraph) 
3 1 3 - 2 7 8 - 4 4 9 1 
Fairlane Mall 
(3rd Floor Next to Sear's) 
3 1 3 - 4 4 1 - 0 1 6 8 

DETROIT 
14126 Woodward 
(Model T Plaza) 
3 1 3 - 8 6 9 - 7 3 9 2 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
31011 Orchard Lake 3d. 
IS.W. Comer of Crete Lake Rd 
S14 l i e RcJ 
2 4 8 - 5 3 8 - 9 9 0 0 

FENTON 
17245 Silver P k w " 
(In the Sear's plaza) 
8 1 0 - 6 2 9 - 2 7 3 3 

FT. GRATIOT 
4129 24th Avenue 
8 1 0 - 3 8 5 - 1 2 3 1 

GRAND BLANC 
12821 S. Saginaw St 
(!n Grand Blanc Mall) 
8 1 0 - 6 0 6 - 1 7 0 0 
LAKE ORION 
2531 S. Lapeer Rd. 
(Orion Mal l 2 Miles N. 
of the Palace) 
2 4 8 - 3 9 3 - 6 8 0 0 
NOVI 
4 3 0 2 5 12 Mile Rd. 
iTwive OateSerweDr.. 
Mcrth ot Sear's', 
2 4 8 - 3 0 5 - 6 6 0 0 
Twelve Oaks Mai; 
(Lower level play area) 
PONTIAC/WATERFORD 
454 Telegraph Rd. 
'Ac-Ois from Summit Sace MaSi 
2 4 8 - 3 3 5 - 9 9 0 0 
ROCHESTER HILLS 
3035 S, Rochester Rd. 
(At Auburn Rd.) 
2 4 8 - 8 5 3 - 0 5 5 0 

B 

ST. CLAIR SHORES 
2 6 4 0 1 Harper Ave. 
(At 10 1/2 Mile) 
5 8 6 - 7 7 7 - 4 0 1 0 

SOUTHFIELD 
2 8 1 1 7 Telegraph Rd. 
(South of 12 Mile Rd.) 
2 4 8 - 3 5 8 - 3 7 0 0 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
4 5 1 1 1 Park Ave. 
(M-59 & M-53. Utica Park Piazsi 
5 8 6 - 9 9 7 - 6 5 0 0 
Lakeside Mal l 
(Lower Ct. play area) 
TAYLOR 
2 3 4 9 5 Eureka Rd. 
(Across from Southland Mail) 
7 3 4 - 2 8 7 - 1 7 7 0 
TROY 
1913 E. Big Beaver Rd. 
(Troy Sports Center) 
2 4 8 - 5 2 6 - 0 0 4 0 
Oakland Mall 
(Inside Main Entrance, 
next to Food Court) 

WESTLAND 
3 5 1 0 5 Warren Rd. 
IS.W. Comer of War ren 
& Wayne Rds.) 
7 3 4 - 7 2 2 - 7 3 3 0 

WAL-MART LOCATIONS 
UJgrrer] 

2 9 2 4 0 Van Dyke 
5 8 6 - 7 5 1 - 0 7 4 7 

OR VISIT THE VERIZON 

WIRELESS STORE 

AUTHORIZED RETAILERS 
Equipment offer and Worry Free Guarantee may 

BLOOMFIELO GROSSE POINTE 
Global Wireless Authorized Cellular 
1 - 8 8 8 - 6 0 7 - 1 8 0 0 1 -800 -V IP -P lus 

BRIGHTON HOWELL 
Auto One Brighton Cartronlcs 
8 1 0 - 2 2 7 - 2 8 0 8 5 1 7 - 5 4 8 - 7 7 0 5 

vary. 

AT CIRCUIT CITY 

ANN ARBOR 
AUBURN HILLS 
BRIGHTON 
0EARB0RN 
HARPER AW0QDS 
NOVI 
P0NTIAC 
ROSEVILLE 
SHELBY TOWNSHIP 
SOUTHFIELD 
TAYLOR 
TROY 

WESTLAND 

w 
Communications USA 
2 4 8 - 2 8 0 - 6 3 9 0 

Authorized Cellular 
1 - 8 0 0 - V I P - P l u s 

Free Software Upgrade! 
m> 

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS, 
PLEASE CALL 
{.866.89S.2862 

Cellular Source 
2 4 8 - 3 6 0 - 9 4 0 0 
Wireless Tomorrow 
2 4 8 - 6 6 9 - 1 2 0 0 

DEARBORN 
Kelly Cellular 
3 1 3 - 5 8 2 - 1 1 3 0 
FARMINGTON HILLS 
Ceiluiar City 
2 4 8 - 8 4 8 - 8 8 0 0 

Oiamon Touch 
248-615-1177 

Fusion Communications 
2 4 8 - 4 2 7 - 9 4 7 6 

FERNDALE 
Communications USA 
2 4 8 - 5 4 2 - 5 2 0 0 
FT. GRATIOT 
Wireless Solutions 
8 1 0 - 3 8 5 - 3 4 0 0 

Authorized Cellular 
1 -800 -V IP -P lus 

Herkimer Radio 
7 3 4 - 2 4 2 - 0 8 0 6 

Herkimer Too 
734 -384 -7001 

MT. CLEMENS 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus 

2 4 8 - 4 7 6 - 0 0 7 7 

See store for Return/Exchange Policy. 

8 1 0 - 9 8 4 - 5 1 4 1 

ROCHESTER 
Cellular Technologies 
2 4 8 - 2 9 9 - 0 0 0 8 
ROSEVILLE 
Authorized Cellular 
1 -800-V IP-P lus 

ROYAL OAK 
Fusion i 
248 -549 -7700 

SOUTHFIELD 
Wireless USA 
248^395-2222 
STERLING HEIGHTS 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-ViP-Pkis 

SYLVAN LAKE 
Wireless Unk 
2 4 8 - 6 8 1 - 1 7 0 0 
TROY 
The Wireless Shop 
248-458-1111 

WARREN 
Next Wireless 
586 -573 -7599 

WEST BLOOMFIELO 
Global Wireless 
248 -681 -7200 

€> 
*0ur Surcharges (ind. 1.95% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterly) 5C Regulatory/line/mo„ & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-584-1888); taxes apply. Activation fees: $35/1 yr; $15/2 yrs. 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. SI 75 termination fee per line, up to 45C/min after allowance, other charges & restrictions. Usage rounded to next full 
minute. Offers not available everywhere. Rebate takes 8-10 weeks. Network details, coverage limitations & maps at verizonwireless.com. Nights 9:01 pm - 5:59 am M-F. Offer expires 1/30/05. ©2004 Verizon Wireless. 
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HOLIDAYS 
FROM PAGE 01 

Floral Gifts in Livonia. "It 
doesn't have to be red and 
green." The store is decorating 
& tree in purple, she said. 
- "We like to play with color, 
something else besides green 
a,nd red," said Arturo Sanchez 
of Art-Harrison. "Why can't 
you use tropicals?" 

Your decorating colors can 
pick up the hues in the room. 
For example, some of the holi-
day accents in a room at the 
Hill House at Greenmead 
Historical Park in Livonia have 
colors that coordinate with the 
shades of pink in the wallpaper. 

HISTORICAL 

Greenmead also offers 
another decorating idea: Take 
a new look at the old. 

Members of the Elmwood 
Station Questers, Mill Race 
Questers, Quakertown 
Questers, Sand Hill Questers 
and Sauk Trail Questers and 
many other volunteers dress 
up the Greenmead structures 
in keeping with the time - and 
rural setting - in which they 
were built. 

"You have to think not only 
the (year), you have to think 
country," said Linda Wiacek, 
recreation supervisor, Livonia 
Department of Community 
Resources. Hill House was built 
in the 1840s. Among its 
yictorian era decor are table-
top Christmas trees, and 
greens at the tops of portraits 
and mirrors. The house is also 
decorated with a theme every 
year. For this year's theme of 
'Twas the Night Before 
Christmas, in the dining room, 
the chandelier is draped with a 
garland of sugarplums, artifi-
cial "mice" rest on the table, 
and the place settings feature a 
motif of the classic poem. 

NATURAL 

To borrow from Michigan's 
motto: If you seek pleasant 
decor, look around you. 
Natural features, such as 
branches from the yard, can 
become original ornaments for 
the inside of the home. 

A client recovered a branch 

Presents are 
arranged 
under the 
tree at the 
Hill House in 
Greenmead 
Historical 
Parkin 
Livonia; 

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

with an antler form from a birch 
tree, and turned it into a decora-
tion by adding votive lights, 
Harrison and Sanchez said. 

To make a faux tree, tie some 
ornamental grass in a bundle 
and hang it upside down, 
Sanchez said. The grass will 
spread out on the sides, creat-
ing an evergreen tree shape; 

For wreaths, Harrison and 
Sanchez suggest using magno-
lias and hydrangeas for inside 
the home, and turnips and 
radishes for outside (squirrels 
won't eat them). Spray glitter 
on one side for a dramatic 
effect. 

At the Shaw House at 
Greenmead, osage oranges -
with their wrinkled, chartreuse 
skins - are arranged on steps 
and with berries in a bowl on a 
chest. The house also features 
hydrangeas, bittersweet in a 
pitcher, and pomanders made 
of cloves and oranges. 

On the tree, Sinclair sug-
gests having a theme - toys or 
candy, for example; or one that 
shows your interests, such as 
sports. Use different elements, 
such as feathers, things from 
your yard, silk and Teddy 
bears, she said. 

TABLE 

Don't stop at decking the 
halls. The holiday table has 
more to it than place settings. 

Eric Lundy, visual coordina-
tor at Forte Belanger Catering 
in Troy, suggests an organic 
look for the table. The ele-
ments he suggested included 
fresh evergreens or holly down 
the middle of the table, and a 
cylinder vase filed with cran-
berries or small ornaments. 

Lundy said he gets mis-
matched glasses at clearance 
sales and uses them for table 
accents, placing them around 

COURTESY ENGLISH GARDENS 

DECK THE HALLS! 
...with holly and roping, and 50' MICHIGAN 
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the settings or clustering them 
in the center. They are good for 
holding floating candles. 

In the Hill House dining 
room, the table centerpiece is a 
large glass bowl filled with col-
orful glass ornaments, on a red 
runner with a poinsettia 
design. The crystal goblet at 
each setting holds a bright 
ornament too. For a table dis-
play at the Orchestrations for 
the Home showcase at 
Michigan Design Center last 
month, Harrison and Sanchez 
glued oranges into a tower and 
filled gaps with sprigs of green. 

FLOWERS, FEATURES 

Poinsettias aren't the only 
flowers of the season. 

"Flowers and bulbs like 
paperwhite and amaryllis are 

becoming more popular than 
poinsettias," Sinclair said. 

New features abound for 
decorating. 

"Interior decorating has 
grown tremendously," Collins 
said. 

The biggest innovation is the 
prelighted Christmas tree, he 
said. These lifelike trees come 
with lights already on them. 
The heights include 3 feet, 7-
1/2 feet, 9 feet (the biggest sell-
er) and 24 feet. 

In English Gardens' decorat-
ing services, professional 
designers and installers dress 
up homes and businesses, 
using existing decorations or 
adding new items. Workers 
also take down the decorations 
and offer optional storage. A 
warranty hotline is always 
open, to handle such situations 
as replacing light bulbs. 

"We like to say that we're not 
only putting up lights, we're 
saving marriages," Collins said. 

The business asks for a lead 
time of at least 10 days but will 
be flexible, Collins said. 

He said to be sure you use 
top-quality products, such as a 
heavy duty grounded power 
cord. 

And putting your decora-
tions away in an organized way 
when done really helps for the 
next year, Sinclair said. The historical Hill House is decorated throughout for the holiday season. 

Viva Italia Sale 
December 9-11 
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Ceramic Tile Sales Inc. 
Marble & Granite Shop 

V i s i t One of Our S h o w r o o m s 

Southfield 
23455 Telegraph Rd. 

(248) 356-6430 

Farmington Hilis 
24301 Indoplex Circle 

(248)426-0093 
HOURS OF SALE: Th. 8:30-5:00; Frl. 8:30-8:00; Sat. 9:00-5:00 

installation includes Wayne, Oakland and Macomb Counties. Others at additional cost. 
' Offer not iraiid with any other discount. All previous orders excluded. 

Subject to stock on hand. No credit, Exchanges or Returns. Ail Sales Final 
OE08280rea 
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http://www.hometownJife.Coni
http://www.pfymouthnorsery.net


( D b s e r v a r WEEK AHEAD — Check out upcoming games. 

COMEBACK - Eaglets beat GO in fourth\juarter. 
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BY ED WRIGHT 

STAFF WRITER 

Canton's wrestling team pulled off an 

Team Wrestling Tournament held at 
Hudson High School. 

With their backs figuratively pinned to 
the mats after starting 0-2, the Chiefs 
bounced back to win the five-team 
Hudson dual-meet invitational by racking 
up a 4-0 record. Among their wins was a 
record-setting 75-0 trouncing of Hillsdale. 

The 75 points was the most ever scored 

PCA paves 
Franklin Rd. 
in opener, 
66-38 

' BY ED WRIGHT 

STAFF WRITER 

Plymouth Christian Academy's bas-
ketball team wiped out a rough start 
with a smooth finish I\iesday night in 
their opener against Novi Franklin 
Road. 

The Eagles were hit with a slight 
case of opening-night nerves, before 
surging in the final three quarters to a 
66-38 victory over NFR. 

"We had some first-game jitters in-
the first quarter," PCA coach Doug 
Taylor confirmed. "We only had eight 
turnovers in the first half, but four of 
them were mistakes you only see in 
an opening game. 

"They played a two-three zone and 
we didn't shoot well early. We were 
shooting too early in the offense. 
Once we became more patient with 
the ball, we hit some shots." 

PCA's Steve Sumner proved to be 
the catalyst of the Eagles' victory. His 
game-high 30 points included four 
three-pointers. 

"Steve played a great all-around 
game for us," Taylor said. "He not only 
shot well, but he did a nice job of 
handling the ball." 

Sumner's back-court mate Chase 
VanTiem also made NFR pay for 
playing a zone, as he buried a pair of 
threes on the way to a 13-point night. 
Aaron Ciborowski played well in the 
paint, netting 10 points and nine 
rebounds. 

"I thought Matt Saagman had a 
strong game for us, too," Taylor 
added. "He only scored four points, 
but he had 10 rebounds. He actually 
led us in rebounds in the first half." 

The Eagles did a nice job of neu-
tralizing NFR's 6-6 center Josh 
Boisseau, who was limited to just 
eight points. 

"Aaron did a nice job of locking up 
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in a dual meet by Canton, which also 
defeated Napoleon (33-32), Hudson (37-
30) and Jonesville (63-9) to run their 
dual-meet record to 4-2. 

'1 think lite message I sent to the kids 
after last Wednesday's losses sunk in," said 
Canton coach Casey Randolph, who grew 
up in Hudson. 'We got some confidence 
back after losing our first two meets. Six 
kids went undefeated Saturday, which was 
huge. 

"Even though the teams we beat aren't 
Division 1 teams, a couple of them have 
outstanding programs and tradition. 

Hudson is atop-10 Division 3 team and 
Hudson had seven state qualifiers last sea-
son. And Jonesville beat us last year at this 
tournament, so they have some talent." 

• The six Chiefs who went unbeaten 
Saturday were Ryan Schnettler (103 
pounds), Nick Poole (112), Corey Phillips 
(130), Ryan Webb (135), Konrad 
Konsitzke (140) and P.J. Caram (189). 

Canton's one-point victory over 
Napoleon was a thriller, Randolph said. 

"If our last wrestler, Matt Sweda, gets 
pinned, we lose," he explained. "The kid 
had Matt on his back, but he fought him 

2 0 0 4 - 0 5 PREP BASKETBALL OPENING NIGHT 
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Plymouth Christian Academy's Aaron Ciborwoski deposits the ball in the net affer grabbing an offensive 
rebound during the second quarter of Tuesday night's 66-38 victory over Novi Franklin Road. Ciborowski 
finished with 10 points and nine rebounds. 

off and almost came back to win the 
match (Sweda lost 12-11). It was pretty 
exciting. The whole team was off the 
bench cheering." 

Randolph heaped praise on sophomore 
Chris Hasse for the way he took on state 
qualifier Eddie Haynes in the in over 
Hudson. 

"It was the last match and Chris didn't 
have much experience, being only a soph-
omore," Randolph said. "Even though 
Haynes was a senior, he struggled to get 
points against Chris. He did a great job." 
ewr ight@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2108 

Plymouth 
runs past 
Greenhills 

BY ED WRIGHT 

STAFF WRITER 

When your team comes close to 
scoring 100 points in its opening 
game, it's difficult to find many 
faults. 

Such was the case for first-year 
Plymouth coach Tom Van Wagoner 
Hiesday night when his Wildcats lit 
up the scoreboard and visiting Ann 
Arbor Greenhills in a 92-76 win. 

It was the first of five December 
home games for the Wildcats, who 
won't play a game outside their gym 
until January. 

"I thought we could have played a 
little better defensively," Van 
Wagoner said, "but it's hard to com-
plain when your team puts up the 
kind of numbers we did tonight. We 
weren't locating their players well on 
the defensive end. That's one thing 
we need to work on." 

The Wildcats had no trouble 
locating the netwith-the ball as they 
shot to a 46-39 halftime lead and 71-
56 advantage after three quarters. 

D.J. Coleman did the most dam-
age for Plymouth, canning a team-
high 27 points. He also.led the 'Cats 
with five steals. A trio of Coleman's 
teammates also hit double figures: 
A. J. Davey (21), Kulraj Sandhu (15) 
and Joshua LeDuc (13). Will 
Rhoden was nearly unstoppable for 
Greenhills, tallying 35 points. The 
senior buried ll-of-13 free throws, 

"I was happy with the way we fin-
ished on the break tonight, even 
though most of the time the shots \ 
were contested," Van Wagoner said. 
"I wasn't please with the way 
we boxed-out on defensive 
rebounds. They were shootings lot 
of threes and we weren't sealing so 
they were getting too many offensive 
rebounds off long shots." 

LeDuc paced die Wildcats' 
reboundings effort, ripping down 10 
boards. 

Junior point guard Brent Jones 
didn't score, but he contributed nine 
assists. 

The Wildcats host Lincoln Park 
Friday night at 7 p.m. 
ewr ight@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2108 

Splem spikers young, but talented 
" b y ED WRIGHT 

STAFF WRITER 

The coach is new, but the 
youthful talent is still around 
for this year's Salem volley-
ball team. 

First-year coach Jennifer 
Peterson, who called the 
shots at Ann Arbor Gabriel 
Richard the past four sea-
sons, inherits a team domi-
nated by proven underclass-
men who helped lead the 
Rocks to a second-place fin-
ish in the Western Lakes 
Activities Association's regu-
lar-season standings during 
the 2003-04 campaign. 

Salem, 8-1 in WLAA 
matches, finished just one 
game behind WLAA champi-
on Livonia Churchill and 
compiled a 17-2 overall game 
record in the conference. 

"This team wants to work 
so hard that I have to kick 
them out of the gym every 
night," said Peterson, who 

played collegiate volleyball at 
Michigan Tech University. 
"We have some powerful hit-
ters and a lot of girls who are 
5-8 or taller. We've been 
practicing since Nov. 18, so 
we're ready to start playing. 

"We're young, so we'll make 
some youthful mistakes, but 
every girl on this team is a 
hard worker, so I'm opti-
mistic." 

Perhaps the Rocks' most 
talented returner is 5-11 jun-
ior Lauren Price, who hones 
her skills on competitive club 
teams during the off-season. 

"Lauren has played a lot of 
volleyball, and it shows/' 
Peterson said. "She has excel-
lent skills." 

Two returning sophomore 
starters - 5-10 Lauren Kurtz 
and 5-10 Theresa Coppiellie -
will give the Rocks a solid 
front court that should make 
life miserable for many Salem 
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Salem junior Lauren Price wiil be a key component in 
the Rocks' quest to unseat Livonia Churchill in the 
race for the Western Lakes Activities Association 
volleyball title this season. 

Rock icers win 
two straight 

Salem's hockey team improved its record to 4-3 
Tuesday night with a 5-3 home victory over Walled 
Lake Central at the Plymouth Cultural Center. 

Adam Gillikin put the Rocks ahead 1-0 when he 
scored at 4:21 of the first period off a pass from Stephen 
Tripp. 

The Vikings' Tim Henderlong knotted the score at 1-1 
four minutes later when he pushed the puck past Salem 
goalie Brandon DeMars. 

Salem scored the game's next three goals to lock up 
the victory. Chris Wilson made it 2-1 with just over four 
minutes left in the opening period. The hosts then 
received goals from Nathan Werda and Gilliken early in 
the second period. 

Wilson added some insurance later in the period 
when he scored off assists from Gilliken and John 
Maurer. 

On Saturday night, the Rocks ousted Dearborn, 4-1, 
in a game played at the Cultural Center. Salem got goals 
from Maurer, David Carey (two assists), Tripp and 
Wilson. Ed Simeone, Chris Brant, Craigen Bauldry, 
Brooks Belhart, Gilliken and Maurer were credited with 
assists for the winners. 

Lance Wojewliczki tallied the lone goal for Central. 
Derek Edelen played well in goal for Salem. 

WMU signs Marrone 
'Western Michigan 
University announced the 
signing of six players to 
NCAA letters-ofHntent 
including Redford Catholic 
Central pitcher and out-
fielder Greg Marrone 
(Plymouth). 

-The 6-foot-2 Marrone, a 
three^year varsity starter, 
earned Catholic League 
Atl-CentraJ Division honors 
last year for the 25*10 
Shamrocks, who reached 
the state semifinals in 
^vision I. During the sum-
mer with the Michigan 
Indians, a 17*and-under ;; 
squad in an 18-and-under 
local Connie Mack circuit, 
Marrone threw 33 innings 
and had 35 strikeouts wi.th 
a 1.91 earned run average. 
He also hit .370. 

Rock mat tourney 
:The Salem High School 

Varsity Wrestling; v 
invitational wilibeheid 
Saturday in thfe School's 
gymnasium. The meet will 
begin at 9. a.m. Finals 
should begin at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. Joining 
Salem will be teams from 
Canton, Novi, Redford 
Catholic Central and 
Belleville, among others. 

The Canton Blazers Girls 
U13 team finished 8-0 this 
fall to win its division in 
the Gr^at teafc&s Soccer 
league. •TtfeBazers 
Qutscored their oppo-
nents, 38-0, 

Players are^M^hslle 
Armer, Hillary'fcenrfeh, 
Shelby Jones, Danielle 
Letang, Michelle Letang, 
Megan Andrea 
Revels,'Beu&hy- 1v' 
Swanberg, B'rodKe Pferry, 
Autumn Harper, Anne 
Marie Mattarella, Kristen 
*ft$and, Kacey Taylor, 
Rebecca Krul, -
vA$taQ<|a Burnard, 

.Mefanie Kulczycki, Kateiyn 
Doxtater. The team is 
coached by Pat Armer and 

Genrich. ' ^ 

i ' 
? Former Belleville foot-

ball players JerrieH3urrus, 
a nsdshirt sophomore, and 
junior Michael HM were 
honore&tecently at the 
W&yne State University 
football-banquet. 

Burrus was jiamed the 
squad's special-teams 
^VP after making every 
WSUpuntreturn this sea-
son. His 13.1-yard return 
average ranked 18th in the 
country. Burrus also had 
52 tackles and broke upa 
team-high six passes from 
l#s defensive cornerback. 
position. ' ̂  

k Hail was honored with -
the;Ron Solack Memorial. 
"35"*Award. He made 44> 
tackles and had three X* 
sacksifcts seasojMteais^ 
forcedfwa f umb les /ha^ 
ttoo qfeerback'hurr ies J* 
ahd broke up twd'passes^ 

MU cagers fall ;j 
-tHe Ma'ddhna men's bs#* 

kptball team fell 75-631$ 
olivet College Saturday I f ^ 
the consolation game of ̂  
the Purple and Gold £« 
Financial Tournament heft 
at Defiance Cpliege In 
Defiance, Ohio. 

The Crusaders trailed 1 

33-32 at the half before 
Olivetpulled away late in 
the gafrie. 

Noel Emenhiser paced 
MU with 22 points, 12 of 
Which came from beyond 
tt?e three-point, fine. He 
atso-grajftea a waro-nign 
nine rebounds. 
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