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Celebration Chic
Holiday party clothes,
hair and makeup.

This week in PINK

!magmatnon
Michigan authors
mesmerize kids as
well as adults.
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Cheer Club

The hc!idav season
‘s here and so is the
Fiymouth-Canton
Observer Cheer Club.

Piease join us by
bringing donations of
new toys and canned
or hoxed food to our
office at 794 S. Main
in Plymouth, during
business hours, 8:30
a.m., to 5:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday.

The items will be
collected until Friday,
Dec. 10, when we'll
turn them over to the
good folks at the
Plymouth Salvation
Army. They'H distrib-
ute the donations to
needy people in
Plymouth, Canton,
Northville and
Belleville,

When you bring
your donations to the

office, we'll ask you to

leave yourname and
hometown, so we can /
recognize your gen- -
erosity in the paper/
QOf course, you're pfr-
fectly able to remyfin

anonymous n‘ yoy pre- -

fer. -

For more mfo ma-~
tion, give us azall at
(734) 459-2700.
Happy holidays, and
please keeppur Cheer
Club in ming!

Teys for Tots

Cantoy's Jungle
Java is #i dropoff site '
for thejannual U.S.
Maring¢ Corps Reserve
Toys for Tots program.
SJusthring in an
unw/apped toy any
day’throuqh Dec. 15,
and receive one free
child's admission to
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Dsstncts marshal forces to battle
lawmakers over school funding

 BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

“Go to the window and shout as loud
as you can: T'm mad as hell and I"m not
going to take it anymore!””

It was a call to action straight out of
Hollywood delivered to more than 500
school supporters who filled the audito-
rium of Edse] Ford High School
Thursday evening,

The group of school officials and par-
ents representing the 34 school districts

in Wayne County were there to hear
what needs to be dore to get the state
legislature to fix Proposal A.

“The schools are taking a hit for the
decisions being made in Lansing,” said
Doug Pretty, Allen Park superintendent
and president of the Wayne County
School Supermtendents Association.
“They're telling us it's our problem
We're asking you to get a message to

‘Lansing. Tell them our schools are too

important to be run into the ground like

to take it

 Let's make them understand that our
kids count.”

The meeting, “Our Kids Can’t Wait -
Fair Funding for Schools,” was spon-

sored by the Tri-County Alliance for

Public Education, Wayne County School
Superintendents Association, Wayne-

- County Association of School Boards,

Wayne County Regional Educational
Service Agency and Michigan Parent
Teacher Student Association.

Plymouth-Canton Schools
Superintendent James Ryan, whose dis-
trict is-one of many struggling with a
dwindling budget, thought he was going
to hear some solid discussion about
what’s wrong with Proposal A and
school funding,.

And, while he said he did hear much

, ©2004 HoMETowN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK

of what he expected, he also heard that
school administrators aren’t going to be '
able to affect much change. That will
have to come, Ryan said, from taxpayers
themselves.

“If they said it once they said it 20
times: ‘Until we start hearing from vot-
ers we don'’t believe there’s a crisis in
funding education,” Ryan said, “We
(administrators) can yell all we want
(but) voters need to let legislators know.”

Ryan said his district has already
started doing that, scheduling one-on-
one meetings with John Stewart, R-

Plymouth Township, and Phil LaJoy, R-
Canton.

PLEASE SEE FUNDING, AS
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this. Our children are too important.

' ) “TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Family
copes with
autism

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Last Decen:* s+, Terri Shock got the

best Christmas gift she ever received
" when Her son, Sam, spoke his first word.
Better yét, the word was “Mom.”

While this would be a significant
moment for any parent, it meant so
much more for Terri and her husband,
Joe, because Sam was 3 years old at the
time, and suffering from autism.

Actually, Sam speakmg that first word

was mst one sign of ma]or developmen-~
1

oo o s
LR e 8y

oy 1“‘.1)\1

’f,:.

/; redp

ents emolwd birm into a program at
Beaumont Hospital’s HOPE Center in
Berkley. Still, hearing him say “Mom”
for the first time was like music to Terri
Shock’s ears.

“His first word was just unbelievable.

Canton resident Sam Shock, 4, suffers from autism, Hls parents are holding a fund-raiser Saturday to help pay for his therapy sessions, which will cost

more than $30,000 next year.

PLEASE SEE AUTISM, A6

BY JAcrg GLADDEN
- STAFRIWRITER

i A hand-wntten sign on the

/ front door of Discount Beverage,
/ in the Golden Gate Shopping
_Center on Lilley Road just south
“of Joy, reads: “Our liquor is at the
lowest price set by Mich. state.”

Nt)st customers may not
undsrstand why the sign is there,
but store owner Gautam Patel
and manager Noreen Collet
know. They're afraid that, in the
eyes of the consumer, perception’
may become reality.

The sign is in response to a bill
signed into law last week by Gowv.
Jennifer Granholm that takes the
cap off retail liquor prices in
- Michigan,

Under the old law, the
Michigan Liquor Control °
Commission dictated the retail
price of liquor in the state since.
the end of Prohibition. The new /
law, which was introduced as Ieg-

7

g

aw pops cap off liquor prices

islation by state Rep. Sal Rocca,
R-Sterling Heights, won't allow
retailers to sell liquor for less
than the price set by the LCC, but
they can raise it however much-
they want.

And that's why people like
Patel and Collet worry about per-
ception.

“The problem is people assume
that since you are allowed to do it
that you're going to raise the

price on aleohol and get what you

can get out of it,” Collet said.
“They figure small stores are the
first ones that are going to jump
on it. Most people assume that
the large stores and discount
clubs are already dlscountmg
hquor, even though you're not
ﬁ]lowed to lower that price under

fthe law”

Patel and Collet say they have

; no plans to raise the price of

“liquor in their store, but they're
still concerned about that percep-
tion problem -

They even sent an e-mail to
Granholm protesting the change
in the law and requesting a meet- .
ing with the governor to present
their case.

Michigan is one of about 18
states with liquor price-control
laws. So why not just take the
price controls off altogether?

“Yotui could try;” Collet said, “but
you're always going to have the
situation like the gas station
wars. Someone is going to try to
go lower than you, yet you still
have to pay the light bills because
electricity hasn’t gone down any”

‘She also figures that if
Michigan stores raise their prices
on liguor by much that will just
send people out of state.

“Right now you have all of
these people running down to
Ohio for cigarettes,” she said. “If
the prices start going up, they’ll
be going down for liquor”

}gladden@oe.homecor;lm.net | (734) 459-2700

HEATHER ROUSSEAU

Chrnstmas in Canton

Christmas officially came to Canton- Wednesday night with the. annu- ‘
al lighting of the township’s Christmas tree at Summit on the Park.
Activities were held both Wednesday and Thursday nights. More than
500 peopie showed up for the two nights of festivities that included
performances by the St. Thomas a'Becket bell choirs, carriage rides,
holiday cartoons, and plenty of hot chocolate. Qutqomq trustees

John Burdziak and Bob Shefferly threw the llqht switch.

Grants prepare students for success

BY JACK GLADDEN .
STAFP(“NRITER

Area students Wﬂl\get a chance

Januarys North American

International Auto Show at Cob(;

Arena.

nity and the educanonal institu-
tions in this community.”
Dail said that the chamber

Coming Thursday in Filter

fey is in

Take on the wid winter
weather at the Detroit Zoo

where hofiday activities are
aptenty and the polar bears

Jungle Java, good for
Dec. 6,7, 8,0r13,14
and 15, :

to experience some firssthand It’s all part of a new program -
career opporthinities nextyear,  initiated by the chamber’s educa-
thanks, in part, to grants from the . tion committee to bring the busi-
Canton Chamber of Commes;ce -\ ness and education commumtles

hopes to get more contributions
from the business community in
the future.

“The vision is not only to keep it

~ are super feisty.

Drop the toys in one
of the boxes at the
front of Jungle Java,
located at 6481
Canton Center Road.
All the toys collected
will be distributed to
less fortunate children
across the metro
Detroit area.

At last week’s monthly chamber

luncheon, Fiegel Elementary

School was given a check for $500

to help students simulate career
opportunities and the Plymouth-
Canton and Wayne-Westland
school districts were each given
checks for $250 to help fund bus
transportation for students to
Automotive Education Day at

’ \closer together.

', “In the past, the chamber has
\'en $1,000 as a scholarship to
somse students,” Christine Dail,
chaixwoman of the education com-
mitted, told chamber members.
“We hake decided to change that
$1,000 tq a grant instead. The
mission w¥, see is to strengthen the
ties betweer\the business commu-

at $1,000, but we'd like to see that
$1,000 grow;’ she told the cham-

- ber.

She said the whole idea behind

the grant program is to get busi-

nesses to donate funds for educa-
tional purposes.
The money given to Fiegel will

PLEASE SEE CHAMBER, A2
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WINTER LUNCHEON

Schoothouse Montessori of
Canton will be hosting its
annual Winter Program and
International Luncheon on
Dec. 11 from 10 a.m. to I p.m.
at Discovery Middle School in
room 305. The program will
feature a children’s perform-
ance and is followed by an
luncheon where families will
share traditional family
recipes representing their
country of origin.

The school, which opened in
2001, provides early childhood
education. More than 130
families attend the school, rep-
resenting cultures from five
different continents.

Discovery is located at
6215 Canton Center Road. For
more information call (734)
416-1849.

GIFTED PROGRAM

Van Buren Public Schools is
accepting referrals for possible
placement in its Gifted
Program for the 2005-06
school year. Eligible students
must be in grades X-7.

The program, which services
students in grades 1-8, is
designed for academically gift-
ed and highly motivated stu-
dents. The program stresses a

AROUND CANTON

combination of acceleration
‘and enrichment. There is a

high level of academic work, a -

rapid instructional pace, and
many opportunities to delve
more deeply into subject mat-
ter.

Some of the characteristics

" to look for are:

M A long attention span

W Heightened sensitivity

W Intense curiosity

M Resistance to routine and
drill

M A strong sense of fairness

M Concern with issues “too
old” for his/her age

Forms are available in all
Van Buren elementary and
middle schools, and the
administration building. All
forms must be completed and
returned by Jan. 188, 2005 to
your school principal, or sent
directly to:

Barbara Woody, G/T
Coordinator, North Middle
School, 47097 McBride,
Belleville, MI 48111.

For more information call
Barbara Woody at (734) 697-
6370.

THEATER AUDITIONS

Auditigns for the DuBois
Theatre production of the
Broadway musical You're a
Good Man, Charlie Brown will
be held on Jan. 5 and 6 in the

®bserver
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Now Open.

Say gond-bye to stressful menu planning,
grecery shopping, food preparation and
kitchen clean-up...

AN EEEENINNNENESEENENEESSESEEEEREDR
!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIII
“The Picnic Basket offers only Angus Beef for an Additional Cost.”

295061 Ann Arbor Trail
{Just W. of Middlehelt)

(734) 422-0160

From Our Kitchen to Yours

DuBois Theatre at Canton
High School from 3-6 p.m.
There will be an audition
workshop held at the same
location on Dec. 15 where
those interested can learn the
music and learn audition tips.

If you can’t make the work-
shop, contact Mrs. Henry at
Canton High School beginning
Dec. 15. She will provide audi-
tion packets.

SLEIGH BELLS. - -

The Canton Concert Band
will present its holiday con-
cert, A Sleigh-Ride :
Celebration, on Saturday, Dec.
11, at 7:30 p.m. at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill, located
at 50400 Cherry Hill Road.
The band will be playing an
evening of classic holiday
favorites.

Tickets are $8, and are
available at the Summit, locat-
ed at 46000 Summit Parkway.

For more information, call
(734) 394-5460, or go online
to www.cantonband.com.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The Lee and Noel Bittinger
Team at RE/MAX is offering
three scholarships, each in the
amount of $1,000, for local
high school seniors that are
planning to attend a college or
university in the fall of 2005.

To apply for the scholarship,

- entrants must submit a short
essay (not to exceed three

pages, double-spaced with a 12
pt. font) that address the fol-
lowing question: Describe how
someone in your life has influ-
enced you in a positive way
and changed your life?

All submissions must
include name, address and
phone number of entrant, high
school they attend, and college
or university they plantd
attend in the fall. All submis-
sions must be received by Dec.
31, 2004. They should be sént

A B Ry B
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MARKET PLACE -
v 49471 Ann Arbor Road

'~ (W. of Ridge Road) .
'(734) 459-2227 &

Prices Effective Thru 12/6/2004 thru 12/12/2004 + Food Stamps & All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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to The Bittinger Team, 43435
Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187.

“The Plymouth/Canton
community has supported us
for over 20 years. The
Bittinger Team Scholarship is
just one of the ways that we
can say thank you by giving
back to our community,” Noel
Bittinger said. “This is our way
of paving the way for a’
stronger, happier future for
the next generation.”

For more information, con-
tact the team at (734) 459-
1010, or e-mail Bittinger at "
noelbittinger@remax.net.

MAKE IT-TAKE IT PARTY I R IR
" Christine Dail of the Canton Chamber of Commerce hands.a $501
Fiegel Elementary fourth-grade teacher Barb Toth.

CHAMBER

FROM PAGE A1

help sponsor a program for
200 third- through fifth-grade
students in conjunction with
Experiencia, an educational
company in Taylor.

The idea is to expose stu-
dents to career opportunities
through a classroom curricu-
tum for 30 days, then give
them one day at Experiencia
where they get hands-on prac-
tice in a simulated setting.

Kids ages 5 and older can
make a special gift for holiday
giving Dec. 11 at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council.

Class is from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
so bring a lunch and be ready
with create wonderful art and
play some games during this
fun-filled day. Participants will
even make the wrapping and
have it all decorated to take
home.

The cost is $40 for PCAC
members, $45 for non-mem-
bers. Class size is limited. To
register or for more informa-
tion, call the Arts Council at
(734) 416-4278.

got to the one candy cane.:
Jumped up to 30 minute of

“One child realized thl was a.
scarcity item,” she said. “He
paid five recesses. I said Are
you sure?’ and he said ‘T've
gotta have my sugar.”

Accepting the checks for the

Candella of Wayne-Westland

LUNCH WITH SANTA The third-grade students will  Schools and Ron Gooding of
study science before they visit Plymouth-Canton Schools. =
Santa won't need his rein- Experiencia, where they will The mission statement of the

become scientists for a day.

Fourth- and fifth-graders
will study a business curricu-
lum, then will spend their day
at Exchange City, where they
will be anything from a baker
to a mayor for a day.

Fiegel teacher Barb Toth,
who dccepted the check from
Dail, said she has already start-
ed using the curriculum.

In dealing with scarcity and
abundance, she said, she had
five Rice Krispie treats, three
Tootsie Roll Pops and one
candy cane. Students had a
chance to bid for the items, but
the only thing they had to bar-
gain with were minutes of
recess.

“Some kids bid 17 minutes
for a Rice Krispie treat, some
bid 23 minutes,” she told the

grant program is “to initiate,
promote and facilitate educa-
tional programs to benefit the
business community.”

Schools wanting to apply for .
one of the grants must be
members of the Canton cham--
ber. Priority funding areas
include business/edncation

. activities, promotion of voca-
tional education, career plan-

Forum on Saturday, Dec. 11.
He will be arriving by helicop-
ter instead at the restaurant’s
annual lunch with Santa
event. .,

For $7, the Forum is offering
all the pizza you can-eat, plus
salad and soft drinks. Kids will
get the chance to talk and take
one photo with Santa. Each
additional photo is $1. .

The restaurant is located at
41601 Ford Road. Santa is set
to arrive at 10:45 a.m., and

enhancement.

Requests for grants are to be submit-,
ted by Jan. 31 of each year to be con-
sidered for funding that year.

online af www.cantonchamber.com.
For more information, call the cham-
ber at (734) 453-4040. ‘ ,
jgladden@oe.homecornm.-netil (734) 459-2700
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$7.25 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
.25 DAILY tMatinees til 5pm| €3 No Passes
! Bmimiied free Brlnk & .28¢ Corn Refills

Ui(‘d FAL STEREC

Smrdav, Beeemw 1ith

Just when you thought our prices couldn’t get
any better...we will be kicking off our Winter
Clearance on Saturday, December 11th. Almost

all gently used items will be
40% off from 9:00 - 10:59am
and 25% off the rest of the day.
ther discounts/coupons apply to this sale.
-8ome large items may not be on sale.

Purchase Mavie Gift Cards
Rere;v vne FMG zard punch
for avery $5.00 youbuyin

[Movie Gift Catds
- ]

Ll SHOWTIMES 12/03 - 12007

{ ) TITLES & THVES SUBUECT YO CHANGE ™

< BLEXANDER (%) 2 pRINTS ) 2 S0REERS ]

11118, 12200, 2140, 3:30, 6:05, 7:00, 9:30 £

FRIBAT LS 10:20

BRIDGEY JONES: THE EDGE OF |
88N (P 12:45, 3:00, 518, 7136,

FYER THE SUNSET {PG-13)
10, 5:10, 9115 FRISAT LS 11:20
{ SEALL WE DANCE (PG-13)
HiG, 0. 730
INOREDIBLES (Poje mms:z SCRERHS.
, 12:20. 1:50, 2:40, 4:20, 5:00,
k 7,20, 310, 940
FR: ATLS 11:30, 12:00

$101 © TIUVASY INVN GNYHS o SINOSSIVIY o SUNMD MU - SERRSIE o B3R

Store Howrs:
Mon-Sat 10am-8pm
Sunday Noon-5pm
Dec. 11th Qam-8pm

with ticket purchase 1

on December 3rd
same 4§y kAT pRirchiass oy
GG DR7 CUSHAY

o
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Kids® Stutf With Previsus Exparience™

Landers Pita C fe

All Amerscan and Medlterranean Food

78565 N. Lilley * Canton®
734-414-6200

in Golden Gate Center © Mon.-Sat. 8am-9pm; Sun, 10am-Gpm

“Simply Good Food at a Great Pﬁr;ce
suaranteed! ™

Landeli's Grand O-pemng. Special

Buy any sandiwich S l 00
Get 2nd sandwich for only R

Must be same sandwich ¢ Coupon only = Expires 12-24-04
MNa RE s Emm e WU WRG SN WRE NI NN ENSD GINW N DN MO BN BEE BN

Starting in January, Don’t Miss Out on These:

CRAZY TUESDAY SPECIAL SUNDAY SPECIAL
Buy a Ghzcken or Beef Buy 4 Mini-Pita Pocket
burger for only...99¢ Combos for only...$2099

FREE DELIVERY

($10 minimum purchase)

ey S~ -

Daily Lunch
Specials

Halal Meats

Avalla e

R

auto show program were Cindy

ning and business community

Application forms may be picked up at
the Canton Chamber of jommerce‘ or -
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COMMUNITYFIN
Thinking forward. Banking right.

L ]

L ]

]

unlimited check writing
free Visa Check Card
free Internet Banking wit

To open your account visit your local offic

' (877) 937 2328 toll free

(734) 453-1200

TLYMOUTI
500 S. Harvey

6355 N. Canton Center

NCUA vour savings federally instred to $100,000 by thé National Credit Union Adminis

FrREg CHECKING AT
CoMMUNITY FINANCIAL

Serving your communtty for over 50 years, Community Finandi
you banking that's easier, friendlier and more rewarding th

Banking made easier with Free Checkin

no minimum balance requiremen
no monthly maintenance fee

“us on-line at www.cfcu.or

THVILLE
400 E: Main .

www.cfeu. org

N()\’I

43350 Arena Dr.

‘Dogwood Chapel™:

. Iinitdm I]ouu

ART & GIFTS

FORMERLY WILD WINGS

We Carry a l(u.zu selection

388 S
.800.7 ..oiﬂl Mon- l‘rl 10«). Sat 10 G-

With every purchase of a Limited
Edition canvas, you will receive o
comphmentary ‘membership to the
Thomas Kinkade Collectors’
Society! Your membership kit
includes our gift to you, the
exclusive Collectors’ Society print
“Beyond Summer Gate”. This pnnt,
matted in rich Plum and framed in
Antique Gold, was created
exclusively for members, and is not
available anywhere else.
Membership benefits include special
members-only offers and the
Beacon quarterly newsletter.

OE08270467

The 1941 hanqar housing the Yank
"9, Two Livonia Schools students ai
ceeds going toward rebuilding the

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
© STAFF WRITER

‘When Mike Cox began his
senior high school internship.
working on a B-52 Bomber at
the Yankee Air Museum, he
couldn’t believe his luck.

Cox, who plans to join the
U.S. Air Force, has long been
interested in military history.
At the museum, he was com-
pletely surrounded by it.

On Oct. 1, Cox brought fel-
low students from his Livonia
Public Schools Career
Internship Program to visit the
museum on a class field trip.

A week later, on Oct. 9, the
wooden structure built in 1941
was destroyed ~ along with
eight planes ~ in a fire. The loss
is estimated at between $5 mil-
lion and $7 million.

“I was shocked,” said Cox, a
senior at Stevenson High
School. “It was history. Now it’s
all gone.”

Cox went from a crew mem-
ber on an airplane to an office
job, categorizing artifacts.

“I wanted to help geta fund-
raiser going, to help rebuild it,”
he said.

Michele Allen, a senior at
Churchill High School and a
fellow student in the Career
Intern Program, agreed to
help. Now, not even two
months after the fire, a holiday
gala fund-raiser is in its final
planning stages.

On Dec. 18, the students will
host a festive seml—formal
event, which is modeled after
the USO shows of the World
War II era. Dinner by Elite
Catering in Livonia, music,
stand-up comedy and swing
dancing will all focus on the
'40s theme - an appea! to all
" generations, organizers said.
The event will be held at the

HOLIDAY PARTY FUND-RAISER

Mettetal Airport in- Canton.
The hangar will be heated, and
decorated for the holidays.
“They’ve been very helpful
there,” said Allen. “They have
helped us with anything that

- we need.”

Scheduled to speak at the
gala along with Cox are: Fox 2
Meteorologist Rich Luterman,
Museum Curator Gayle
Roberts, and Mary Coulliard,
director of the Career Intern
Program in LPS.

Cox and Allen said they hope
to draw at least 200 people,
and perhaps raise about
$5,000 - all of which will be
* donated to the restoration of -
the Yankee Air Museum.

If the event is deemed a suc- -
cess, Cox said he hopes it will
spur more fund-raisers and
future support to re-create the
‘museum which meant so much
tohim.

The museum is acceptmg
both monetary and other dona-
tions. Eventually, Cox said, he
hopes to see a new museum in
place and be able to say “we did
this.”

The deadline for tickets has
been extended. Cox and Allen-
are trying to spread the word
and invite all who are interest-
ed in attending the holiday
event. Donations to the cause
are included in the ticket price,
Cox said, though they accept
additional monetary and other

donations - including military.

and wartime artifacts and um-
forms.

For more information, visit
the Web at www.yankeeairmu-
seum.org.

“Any proﬁts go toward the
museurn,” he said.
;;asola@oe homecomm.net
(134) 953-2054 e R .

./" .

What: The Yankee Air Museum Hol:da\( Party and Fund-raiser. For
the cost of a ticket, patrons can support the rebmlqu of the

museum.

When: The '40s-themed holiday gala w:}tbegm at 6:30 p. m -

Saturday, Dec. 18. All are welcome.

'k

Where: The event will be at the Experlmergtal Aircraft
Association (Chapter 113) hangar, located at Mettetat Airport, at«.

Joy and Lilley roads in Canton.

Cost: Tickets are $65 per couple, or $40 for é single admission.
To purchase: Send checks payable to Mike Cox with “fund-rais-

er” in the memo section, to Yankee Fund- ralser
15899 Penn Drive, Livonia, M 48154,
More information: http://www. yankeeairmuseum brg

g/O Mike Cox,

kY
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o FOR THE RECORD
DEATHS

A
Thomas Nathan Abbott, 53, of Westland,
died Dec. 2.
Charles {Gene) E. Amyx, 68, of Birmingham,
formerly of Plymouth died Nov, 28.

Beatnce "Bea" G. Brooks, 93, of
Farmington Hills, died Nov. 30.
H ,

Walter R. Haines, 84, of Mio, formerly of -
Belleville, died Nov. 20,
Alfred G. Hakala, 83, of leoma died Nov.
25.

Evelyn Ann Head, 83, forfnerly of
Farmington Hills, died Nov. 27. .

Robert “Joe" Henke, 67, of Farmington,
died Nov, 27, ”

Calvin Coolidge Hilton, 80, of Wayne, died
Nov. 29. -

Read Sports
for local
game
coverage

 LIVONIA J.
./

OCE082768342

Friday, December 3)
8:00 pm to 2:00 am

$100 per couple includes:
sReserved seating

«Showcase buffet dinner
and sweet table

*Premium bar package

of jve entertainment
by Channel 6

«Festive hats, balloons
and noisemakers

'Champ&gne toast and
pizza snack at midnight

Purchase tickets Mon-Sat
10:00 am 10 5:00 pm
Cash and money orders weicome

(checks until Dec, i5)
Must be 21 and over to attend

Roma ® Banquets

MEMBER OF THE BURTON MANOR FAMILY

32550 Cherry Hill Road, Garden City
734/422-4550

PDFOE08279100

Ms. Pac Man/Galaga
Golden Tee
Mega Touch! .

Pinballs,
Jukeboxes,
Video Bartop
Games,
Foosball, Air
Hockey, Sports
Garnes, and muci
much more.

Hundreds of games

www,ccme.net
35525 Schoolcraft » Livonia

take an extra

J
Lallah G. Johnston, 86, of Howell, formerly
of Inkster, dleé Nov. 28.

M
Marian (B‘eII) Morrow, 87, of Naples, Fla.,
formerly'of Traverse City, died Nov. 28.

" Weston W. Meyer, 83, died Nov. 24.
‘ N

Greta P. Nilsson, 95, of Livonia, died Dec. 1, |

0
Virginia J. Osiecki, of Livonia, died Nov. 30,
R :
Russetl Chaignon Robinson Sr., 47, formerly
of Livonia, died Nov. 26.
_ S
James Sutherland, 64, of Farmington Hills,
died Nov. 29
, T
Mae L, Taylor, 94, died_Nov. 29.

734-432-1040
Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5 » Sat. 9-1

OEOBZ77948 T ‘Actual

TO ORDER ANYTIME, cA!.L 1-800424-8185‘ MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY 11:00 AM TO 7:00 F’M EST American Express not accepted with phone orders.
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hlils {248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun, 12-7, Mon.-Sat. 10-9.
¥ CHARGE l'l"' Parvs-an Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the Amarican Expross® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ARAMS ROAD AND WAL'I‘ON
- STREET; AND LAUREI. PARK PLACE IN L‘VON'A, OORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SiX MILE ROAD. Percentages off ragular prices or originat prices, as shown,

vings may stated..

- = off. *“Regular and “Ouglnar“ ‘prices reflect offering pricas which may not have resulted in actual sales. Merchandise sefection may vary from one atore 1© another.
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om R-1, smgle family
1 (1 dwelhng unit/acre) to
X smgle family remdentlal (3
lhng units /acre) '

PUBLIC HEARINGS
1 Moms/Town, p. Future Land
Use Amendment - Consider request
to amend Future Land Use Map of -
the Comprehensive Plan for parcel
located south of Cherry Hill Road
and east of Ca
medium-low

_ testlng laboratory for parcel located
. south of Koppernick Road and east
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Sam §
Shock
plays

with his
mom, |

-who was
- thrilled
. when he

first

called her |

‘Mom,’

] Foot and ankle prdblems can literaily

alter, or even ruin, a person’s lifestyle.

treatment.
As a podiatric surgeon, Dr. Gephart

& also has a strong interest in sports

injuries, and works in general podiatry,
pediatrics, orthotics, and diabetic limb

www.hometownlife.com

AUTISM

FROM PAGE A1

It was so great,” she said. “You
start thinking after three and a
half years of him not talking
that he may never talk”

The Shocks didn't even know
Sam had’autism until he was
17 months old, when they
started to notice he wasn’t act-

_ing the way other kids his age

are supposed to act. In addi-

tion to not talking, Sam would=.

n’t play with his toys. Instead,
he would take blocks or his toy
train tracks and line them up,
and then just stare at them.
Alarmed, the Shocks took
him to see several doctors, who
checked him for,a number of
things, including his hearing.
It was then he was diagnosed
with autism, a neurologically
based disorder that impairs
language and social compati-

don’t know there’s any help out
there until you go out there
and find it,” she said.

Over the course of the next
two years, the Shocks struggled

busy doing something upstairs,
Sam left the house and walked

down to nearby Gallimore autism-related maxed out. We need help,”she . his future and alife that won't ; ~ |

Elementary. Frantic, Terri . meaning the said. ’ be that abnormal. But she- T

Shock called the Canton Police  foot the bill ou With nowhere else to turn, knows there will be challenges :
ahead. ;

Department, and they dis-
patched seven cars, she says.
Fortunately, Sam made it bax:k

- pockets. This }

Center’s CARE

Shock, healt
panies won't

Shock, a plpeﬁ}t

$30,000 next year. In addition

. to being enrolled in the CARE

program, Sam also sees a -
speech therapist in Plymouth,
which costs $104 per hour she

making ends meet by using our
eredit cards, which are now

Terri is asking the community

. for aid. She is holding a fund-

raising dinner, which will take

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 1

| Dr. Tammy Gephart is a specialist in the gglet)‘[,) :}1;1;1 v?;}fn leads to repeti- ei:;y. Sam and his mother, Terri Shock. ‘ ¢
| prevention, care and cure of foot and Terri Shock remenibers that _ the has last year. family raises will be used to ‘1
an}de pr Obiem?’ offering both conserv- day like it was yesterday. great possibili_ s said. Terri Shock said the cost of pay for Sam’s therapy. She said -
ative and surgical procedures for “It was terrifying. You just “He is not the gl ta Sam’s therapy will exceed - everyone is welcome to attend ..

the dinner, which she said will
be a festive affair to coincide
with the holiday season. She
hopes those that attend will -
learn a little about autism,

b salvage. with Sam’s disease. Although Currently, he . said. which she said most people
: they were doing the best they a much, mu “With Joe being la,ld off; and don’t know much about.
could to raise him, Sam wasn't  Now he enjoys me being unable to work As for Sam, her expectations
making much progress. Then and playing on because it is a full-time job for his future have increased
one day, Terri Shock said he . - But Sam’s th  taking care of Sam,ithasbeen  dramatically since he started
disappeared. While she was at a cost. Accort * very difficult, We have been therapy. Where & year ago she -

wasn’t sure if he would ever .
speak, now she sees collegein  ;

A
 “He’ll always be a little dif- 3
" ferent, but I'm OK with that. I

home on his own. Visteon plant i place next Saturday, Dec. 11, at.  just want him to be the best he {3
It was then the couple decid- d off. ~. the UAW Local 845 hall in can be” shesaid. - T
ed to enter Sam in the HOPE the Canton. All the money the kkuban@oe.nomecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 ,:{
. Holiday fund-raiser on tap for Sam Shock
Fora conﬁdennal consultatnon, call: S

attending the dinner will qualify for a

rner of be) in Canton.
drawing to win one of two rentals of a

ks are asking for a $10 dona-

Canton residents‘ Joe and Térri Shock  Ro:
are having a fund-raising dinner to help

: Dr. Tammy Gephart, D.P.M. 4
t ASSOCIATES IN PODIATRY]

them pay for therapy sessions for their . tio ults, and children are free. moonwalk through Sam’s Bounce House, *
- OF MICHIGAN, PLLC son, Sam, who has autism. ~ Thi at people make checks a company the Shocks started to help ;
,' : The sessions, which insurance won’t pay he Samuel Shock Trust. them pay the expenses of Sam’s therapy =~
! - 734-414-0874 cover, will cost the couple more than I on to dinner, desert and and other treatments.
) . o . $30,000 next year. shments, there will be several gift For more information or to make a
' 990 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Suite 200 The spaghetti dinner will be held from led off. donation, call the Shocks at (734) 564-
Plymouth, M1 48170 4-8 p.m., Dec. 11 at the UAW Local 845 A r of local businesses have 5286, or e-mail them at

hall, located at 8770 N. Canton Center Hihie gifts. Also, each family terrishock@comecast.net.

www.tammygephartdpm.con
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Corner of olmes & Ridge Rd.
(1 bik. West of E. Michigan Ave.)
({ 734) 483—17 3

10 VARIETIES OF ).
UM CHRISTMAS TREES |

&

Take advantage of an
outstanding credit card™
from Catholic Parishes
Federal Credit Union!

QOur Visa® Platinum card features:

° 2.99% Special Holiday APR * on purchases, balance
. transfers and cash advances ;

' * Low fixed 8.9% APR* thereafter

* Credit lines up to $30,000

* No annual fee

B OE08280036

Plus, a few added benefits:

* $1,000 Identity Theft Insurance

¢ Identity Theft Victim Assistance

* 24-Hour online account access
~* Travel reservation service
» 90-day product protection

Make the season brighter
with a new Visa® Platinum
_ credit card from Catholic

Parishes Federal Credit Union.

Register for Classes |

Beginning in January

Award Winning All
"Boys Classes

tomorrow!
, (734) 432-0212.

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. 2.99% is for all new purchases, balance transfers and cash advances made November 1,2004 through
January 31,2005 and will remaln in effect through June 30,2005, inning July 1,2005, the rate will reset to 2 low 8.90% fixed rate. Some
mm apply. 2.99% Specia Holiday Rateelso avallsblefo [SA Classic and wltfresettoa low 10.90% fixed rate on July 1,2005.

. Recreational &
Competitive Programs,
Regional & National
‘ Champmns 0
Cal! oréﬂ? mto S

36111 5 Mile Road (East of Levan)
. Livonia, MI 48154 734- 432-0212
E(: www.catholicpa hesfcu org

734?459»0400

. 8004 Sheldon Road * Cantony-
~ Home of the Central City
' Christmas Spectacular!
. www.centralcitydance.com
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Bouchard being mentioned as | Rocky stands up for America,
- GOP’s choice for governor

hen'he was a young

cop on the beat, '

Michael Bouchard
wasn’t always cautious: “I
always wanted to be the first

- guy through the door, you
know, and I was getting hurt
alot”

Hisear
and hand
were grazed'
by one bul-
let. Once,
while chas-

-ing down

police cruiser

Jack was broad-
sided and

.4 sentreeling
into two

trees, strik-

v _ing them so
hard that the engine block
cracked. -

“Had it moved another 18
inches either way, the investi--
gator said it would have
wrapped around a tree and
killed us,” remembers
Bouchard, now sheriff of the
state’s second-largest county,
as his screen saver'presents a
montage of images from vari-
ous versions of Star Trek, his
all-time favorite TV show.

Later, when asked if he was
hurt at all, he says, as an
afterthought, “Well, yeah.
About a year later, I had to

_have a piece of my spine

‘removed.”

. One senses that part of him

. would like to ditch the paper-

_work, jump out the door and

- _into a police cruiser and go
bust a crack house. But that
‘was then, and now he pre-
‘sides over a $110 million

“department - and, some say, a

large part of the hopes for the .

future of the Michigan GOP.
For it is no secret that many
state Republicans think that
'Mike Bouchard would be the ’
- strongest possible candidate
-they could field against Gov.
. Jennifer Granholm two years
.from now. Others would like
_to see him take a crack at U.S.
Sen. Debbie Stabenow,
although a consensus is build-
"ing that Lansing-area U.S.
Rep. Mike Rogers is a slightly
more likelv Senate nominee.
Running for cither post

| criminals, his

“would be relatively low-risk,

in one way, for the 48-year-
old sheriff. He wouldn't have
to give up his day job; last
month, he was re-elected toa
new four-year term as sheriff,
winning more than 60 per-
cent in a county that voted for
John Kerry for president.
- Bouchard had left police
work and was busy building a
career in the state Senate
when Oakland County’s elder-
ly longtime sheriff dropped
dead six years ago this month.
Appointec&)fy a special panel,
he resigned'from the
Legislature and hit the
ground running. :
Since then, he has won
wide notice for modernizing a
sleepy sheriff’s department
that was built for a sprawling
rural area and hadn't kept up
with the urban explosion that
has transformed Oakland into
one of the nation’s largest and
richest counties. Clearly
ambitious, he admits he is
thinking about higher office,
though he has mastered the
politician’s modest “it
depends on where I thought I
could make the greatest con-
tribution,” and on what'’s best

-for his wife and three young

children. _

His decision, he says, won't
depend on whether he thinks
he can win. But the truth is,
nobody likes to lose.

And the polls have shown
that Michigan’s first woman

_governor is still hugely popu-

lar. In the only head-to-head

matchup, a survey last fall

designed to explore a poten-
tial Bouchard run had her
killing him, 55 to 33 percent.

Yet his supporters note that
he is still fairly unknown
statewide. ' ’

Republicans now are
roughing out the beginnings
of a strategy against the gov-
ernor, portraying her as a do-
nothing executive who is
more fluff than substance and
who is out of touch on ' many
issues.

She opposed a constitution-
al ban on gay marriage, which
passed overwhelmingly last
month.

Some think that may give
them an opening. And many

think that Mike Bouchard; a
‘one-time star guard for
Brother Rice High School’s
basketball team, needs to
come off the bench for the
state GOP. ‘

The Michigan Republican

Party, after all, is in somewhat

of a canididate crisis that in
many ways resembles the
plight of the natienal
Democrats. Last month, it
lost the presidential race in
Michigan for the fourth
straight time. -

Democrats control the gov-
ernor’s office and both U.S.
Senate seats. In fact,

Republicans have lost nine of -

the state’s last 10 U.S. Senate
races. Though President
George W. Bush'made a
major effort to win Michigan,
he failed, and his party lost
seats in the Legislature.

L. Brooks Patterson,
Oakland County’s salty long-
time county executive, thinks
that in large part is because
middle-class voters are
increasingly leery of
Republicans who appear too
close to the religious right
and appear more concerned
with monitoring their neigh-
bors’ morality than respecting
their privacy. = .

Bouchard is himself a fairly
conservative Roman Catholic
and a man who, like many
Republicans.today, says his
political hero is Ronald
Reagan.

But he doesn’t come across
as doctrinaire. Asked if he is
more an ideologue or a prag-
matist, he smiles and says
“about 50-50,” and then adds,
“I have always believed you
shouldn’t sacrifice the good
when you can’t get the per-.
fect” ,

Two years from now might
not be the perfect time for
Bouchard to run for governor.
But increasingly, state
Republicans feel that his
doing so might be a very good

»thing.

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice
president of HomeTown
Communications. He can be reached
by phone at (248) 901-2561 or by e~
mail at
jlessenbeiryiehomeccamm.net.
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Make Your Own
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Our Livonia office is moving up Middlebelt! Stop by
< the new office at 14921 Middlebelt Road (next to the
Westborn Market that’s just south of 5 Mile Road)
during our Grand Opening Week, December 6-10.

New Livonia Office’
14921 Middiebelt Rd.
734-261-1050
* Replaces old Livonia office
at9373 Middlebelt Rd.

B HOUENG
LENDER

Michigan Educational Credit Union membership is open to
employees of schools located in Wayne, Washienaw, Oakland,
Macomb, Livingston and Jackson counties, and their families.

Office
December 6, 2004/

Our New Livonia
Opens Monday,
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ndrew “Rocky”
Raczkowski, former
state representative
from Farmington Hills, sacri-
ficial GOP Senate 'candid@te v
against Carl Levin in 2002
and would-be state 0\;
Republican Party chair, way
on national Canadian teleyi-
: sion L
Monday
standing up
for America.
. Rocky
was taking
-partina
“conversa-
tion” with
Canadians
on our dif-
ferent val-
ues on the
eve of
President
Bush’s visit to Ottawa. CBC
anchor Peter Mansbridge
(Jennings, Rather and
Brokaw all rolled into one
erudite package) brought his
intelligent nightly news pro-
gram, The National, to
Windsor to take the pulse of
neighborly relations along
the longest peaceful border
in the world. -
Following the U.S. elec-
tion, many blue state
Americans were saying they -
were ready to pack it up and

i
Hugh
Gallagher -

¢ . move north to Canada

(where even the red
provinces are blue).
Mansbridge, ever the com-
plete journalist, snuffed out
the notion that there’s a great
American exodus with fig-
ures from Canadian natural-
ization offices showing no big
blip in American requests to
make the big switch (more
Canadians come here —
Mike Meyers, Jim Carrey,
Neil Young). .

'But clearly there is a big ..
difference between the two
great North American
democracies. )

In Canada, the majority
party is proud to call itself
Liberal. In the United States,
conservatives have convinced
a sizable number of people,

al politicians, that liberal is a
dirty word. On the same
night that Rocky was stand-
ing up for America, it was

NEWSPAPERS

CON

including some leading liber- -

Eceentric

.announced that Canadians

‘'had picked a socialist as the
greatest of all Canadians.
The winner, Tommy Douglas,
was-the radical premier of
Saskatchewan who invented
the country’s medicare sys-

“tem. He beat out Alexander

1Graham Bell, Pierre Trudeau,
Wayne Gretzky and even Don
Cherry. Imagine Eugene
Debs or Norman Thomas
being voted the greatest
American, or even Walter
Reuther. Never happen.

After an opening news seg-
ment that suggested that the
president would be attending
under controlled circum-
stances to avoid the catcalls
he received on a similar visit
to Australia, Mansbridge
introduced an American
from Washington state who
was packing his family off to
British Columbia. Even
though Washington is a blue
state, the man said he didn’t:
feel comfortable in Bush's
conservative America. He
worried about personal free-
dom, the war in Irag, the

-growing power of the reli-
gious right,

Mansbridge opened the
conversation up to the
Windsor audience, divided
between Americans and
Canadians.

That'’s when Rocky rose to
the defense of the red, white

_and blue. As always, he was
effusive. He acknowledged
that Canada and the United
States were both great coun-
tries where a person was free
to express his views. He let
everyone know that he had
just returned from serving in
Operation Enduring
Freedom (where, unlike in
Iraq, Canadians were part of
the coalition). He questioned

~why the man from

Washington didn’t stay'and
fight for his views instead of
running away. .

The man repeated his con-
cerns, especially with all
three branches of the federal
government in the control of
the conservative wing of the
conservative Republican
Party (unless, of course, you
believe that the Supreme
Court is free of polities).

While I sharc the man's

TEST

WE’RE ON YOUR SIDE.
HAVE FUN! AND WIN!

Play online at www.oeonline.com

N, OF08263900.EPS

argues;’}qainstbolting to Canada

concerns, I agree with Rocky

“that moving to Canada isn’t

the answer. Despite the silli-
ness of Republicans like Dick
Posthumus railing against
Jennifer Granholm for hav-
ing “Canadian values,” the -
truth is that Canada and the
United States have a wide . -
range of opinions about val-
ues. In a small town in west-
ern Canada, the man from
Washington might find him-
self surrounded by Canadian -
Conservatives (the loyal
opposition). He might also -
find that pervasive political
correctness and tighter libel
laws are more restrictive
than a John Ashcroft decree.

Ilove Canada. I go there
every summer to attend the
Stratford Festival. Toronto
has always been a favorite
city. I would like to see some
of its level-headedness,
insight and level of debate in
the United States, But I'm
not about to abandon my
heritage as an American to
go to Canada because I don’t
like how the election turned
out, ’

After all, John Kerry
received more votes for presi-
dent than anyone in history,
except for George W. Bush.
Bush didn’t win a mandate,
he won by a 3 pércent mar-
gin. Many of those who voted
for the president do not
share the narrow views of
religious fundamentalists or
even the rabid views of Ann
Coulter, Sean Hannity and
Robert Novak.

They just like Bush or did-
n’t want to change presidents
in the middle of a war or did-
n't like Kerry’s hairstyle (me
either).

Four years from now, who
knows what will be? But, as.
Rocky told Canada,
America’s a free country
where people can speak their
minds.

Now’s not the time to be
leaving when every voice and
every vote is needed.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing
editor of the Observer Newspapers.
He can be reached by e-mail at
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net, by
phorie at (734} 953-2148 cr by fax at
{734 59i-7279.
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FUNDING

FROM PAGE Al

“Retirement costs are going
through the roof, and
(Lansing) is expecting us to
fund all of that,” Ryan said.
“We have scheduled meetings
one-on-one with (Stewart and
LaJoy) so they can understand
our budget.”

The meeting was held on the
eve of a state revenue estimat-
ing conference expected to
show a combined $577.9 mil-

lion deficit in the state General .

Fund and School Aid Fund for

fiscal 2005. Coupled with a

$35.5 million shortfall }aqt
year, the state could reduce aid
payments by up to $131 per
student.

The speakers, ranging from
Detroit Schools CEO Kenneth
Burnley to Sue Bellows, the
immediate past president of
the Michigan PTSA, exhorted
the audience to get involved
and let legislators know that
the current school funding isn't
acceptable.

“The system of funding
schools isn’t working and we
need help,” said Daniel
Lessard, president of the
Wayne County Association of
School Boards and Livonia
school board trustee. “Let’s tell
them we are working as hard
and as smart and we can and
we expect the same of them.
Let’s tell them the system is
broken and we expeet them to
fix it. Let’s tell them our kids
can’t wait.”

Lessard had praise for the
audience which he said
“tremendously outnumbered”
the turnout of a similar meet-
ing he recently attended in
QOakland County.

“You do us proud,” he said.

Using statistics from the
state Senate and House Fiscal
agencies, Tom White, a mem-
ber of the Clinton Regional
Educational Service Agency

board, gave participants a
qulck lesson in school financ-
ing.

One the biggest problems
facing districts is retirement
costs, which were switched
from the state to school dis-
tricts with Proposal A. As it
now stands, districts will pay

_ $110-$120 per student into the

retirement system this year, up
2 percent from last year, White
said. And a study done six
months ago shows that the cost
will continue to go up every
year in the foreseeable future.

“It’s about 2 percent for the
next eight vears, and what it
means is that by 2008, dis-
tricts will be paying 81,200 per
student into the retirement
program,” White said. “This is
a serious problem facing
schools.”

White doesn’t believe that
the state’s problem relates
entirely to the economy. The
state, he said, has eut taxes
while spending more than it
has taken in since 2001. The
cumulative effect of cuts in
income tax and the Single
Business Tax for fiscal 20042
2005 on school aid was $1.3
billion.

“If the legislature had left
the tax structure alone, we
would have $550 million more
per year,” said White. “That’s
income we don’t have now””

He added that the K-16
Coalition for Michigan’s Future
is in the process of putting
together a proposal, providing
an alternative to solving the
school aid funding problem. At
the least, the group will ask
lawmakers for an inflationary
increase in school funding. If
they don’t approve the initia-
tive, it would go to a vote of the
people.

“We're not asking for the
moon, but it’s going to take
people like you to get the mes-
sage across to them,” he said.
“This is the target. It's their job
to figure out how to hit the

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Chuck Portelli is head of the Plymouth-Canton district’s teacher's union.

bull’s eye.

“If there has to be blood in
the streets of Lansing to get
action, let the people in this
room decide whose blood.”

Tt was Mavy Blackmon, sec-
retary of the Wayne RESA
Board of Education, with the
help from Peter Finch in his
role of newscaster Howard
Beale in the movie Network,
who issued the call to action.

“This is not specific to a few
communities or even Detroit,”
she said. “It's all of our prob-
{em and affects all of our chil-
dren. The educational commu-
nity has been calling on the
legislature to fix the problem
and it’s gone unanswered.

“You need to hold your elect-
ed officials accountable. Write
to your lawmakers and tel]
them to fund our schools. It's
their job to fund the schools
and it’s their job to change it.
They can fix it

After the meeting, partici-
pants broke off into individual
school district groups to begin
developing a game plan for
getting the legislature’s atten-
tion. According to Ryan, it's
the only way change will come.

I really thought everyone
would leave being on the same

Wearing two hats as a Livonia trustee
and as president of the Wayne County
Association of School Boards, Danjel
Lessard thanked the audience for a
‘tremendous turnout for the
meeting.’

page about what have been the
shortfalls on proposal A, Ryan
said. “The overpowering mes-
sage ‘Lansing doesn’t believe
there’s a problem’ was stronger
than here’s what’s wrong with
Proposal A

smason@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2112

Workshop to focus on needs of the disabled

Persons with disabilities
wishing to learn about pro-
grams designed to help them
are encouraged to attend a
meeting 6:30-8 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 8.

It will be held at the Ford
Comumunity & Perfopnm

from the Manufactumr

Arts Center int Dearborn.
The Canton Leisure
Services Department is
administering a three-vear.
$200,000 grant from Wayne
County that w‘]1 he!p fund the
yWestern \"‘x‘ i ;
Phernpeniie ooy
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Certified Fabrlcators for Curian Gmraﬁﬁar
Formica, Wilsonart, Pionite & Nevamar

Northville, Redford, and Van
Buren.

For more information
about the Therapeutic
Recreation program, planned
events and other details, con-

et Jou falFever a: 7340 B3G5

The State Senate and House
Fiscal agencies provided a lot
of the statistics that Thomas
White of the Michigan School
Business Officials used in his
presentation.

Among those statistics:

B The state provides 80 per-
cent of the total state and local
revenues to local school dis-
tricts, almost the opposite in
pre-Proposal A times when it
supplied 25 percent of the rev-
enue. Today, the principal
source state school aid money,
41 percent, comes from the
sales tax. '

B The amount of state aid
school districts receive
declined in fiscal 2004, the
first time since the passage of
Proposal A.

B Proposal A has reduced
the spending gap between
school districts. In 1993, the 10
lowest districts averaged
$3,476 per pupil and the 10
highest districts averaged
$9,726 per pupil, a 170 percent
difference. As of 2000, the 10
lowest districts averaged
$6,700 per pupil while the 10
highest districts averaged
$11,389 per pupil, for a 70 per-
cent difference. :

. tions (393 districts

How schools haVe
been impacted

M Since 2002, K-12 ﬁmding
has been cut - $127 million in
prorated foundation
allowances and categoncals 1:1
2002, $111 million in ‘
reduced/ehmmated categori-
cals in 2003-2004 and $131 ©
million in prorated foundatiofs
allowances in 2003-04. :
M Response to cuts i fund—

May 2004 mcluded the layoﬁ'
of 2,700 employees (272 school
districts), didn’t fill open p081-

reduced supply budgets (4-34«
districts). Fifty-two percent of
districts deferred maintenance
on existing facilities and 36
percent froze salaries/benefits
for some employees.

B To balance budgetsin -
2004-05, districts expect to lay
off 5,400 employees (216 dis-
tricts), not fill open positions
(330 districts), increase class .
size (226 districts), defer $25°
million in renovations and
repairs (256 districts), reduce,
school days (90 districts),
reduce staff hours (154 dis-
tricts), delay purchasing text-
books (217 districts) and spend
from savings (340 districts).

14

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

UTILITY EXTENSION PROJECTS

[ ] Samtary Sewer Extension (Geddes / Denton Road) The
developer is extending the sanitary sewer starting from approxi-
mately 500 feet east of Denton to the west side of Denton Road to
south of Independence Park. Trees have been cleared for the
installation of the sewer. Residents will be notified upon comple-
tion. Sewer construction is anticipated to be completed in late
November and should be ready for use by early January of 2005.

W Water Main Improvements (Dominion to Ford) - The water
main will be extended approximately 1,200 lineal feet on the east
side of N, Ridge Road from Dominion to Ford Road.
Construction will begin in February or March of next year.

SIDEWALK PROGRAMS

°*

W 2004 Sidewalk Repair Program - Invoices will be mailed out
early this month and payment will be due on or before 5 p.m.,
Friday, Jan. 14, 2005. The following subdivisions will be part of
this year's repair program: Brookside West, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Salem
Manor, Cherry Hill Pines, Edenbrooke Farms, Edenbrooke
Estates, Cherry Hill Oaks, Smokler Truesdell, and mlscellaneous
locations. The remaining portion of Smokler Truesdell and mis-
cellaneous locations will be completed by mid-November.

B 2004 Sidewalk Gap Program - Placed on hold at this time.
Project will be combined with the 2005 Sidewalk Gap Program.

HCREST

N E T R Y

» Kitchen and Bath Gabmetry Bes:gns

-Traditional and Contemporary

-Maple, Cherry, 0ak and Hickory
plus White and Silk Thermofoil.

A @"““’ﬁ‘
KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM,

Licensed & Insured

13245 Newburgh (Just S. of 1-96) ¢ Livonia
For all your kitchen & bath needs

INC.

OE08277787
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Conference
Tipping to

Last winter, more than 1,400
Tepresentatives from communities
‘across Michigan attended the sold-
‘out Creating Cool conference in
Lansing, to examine links between
cilture and economic develop-
ment, as well as to define what it is
that makes a community “cogl”

On Thursday, Dec. 9, the
Michigan Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs/Department of
History, Arts and Libraries and
Michigan Department of Labor
and Economic Growth, will hold a
follow up conference, Tippingto
Cool: Next Steps in Linking
Culture, Community and the
Economy, to.address how to make.
creative economic development
happen.

“The optimism and energy cre-
ated at last year’s ‘Creating Cool’
conference was nothing short of
inspiring,” said Gov. Jennifer M.
Granholm. “Over the last two
years, hundreds of community
leaders have joined in a critical
dialogue about how we can and
must build cities and neighbor-
hoods in which people want to live,
‘work and raise their families. The
upcoming Tipping to Cool confer-
ence is an important next step.”

Like the original conference,
Tipping to Cool will bring together
cultural, community, economic
development and government
leaders to take the next steps in
revitalizing Michigan's cities and -
towns through creative collabora-
tive effort. In particular, attendees
will consider ways that arts and
culture can drive economic devel-
opment and assist government
Ieaders in transforming their com-
fpunities into places that will ™
attract and retain the creative
workers critical to the state's future
economic growth.

" The foundation for this confer-
ence stems from the principles
that keynote speaker, Malcolm

\«A\,

Gladwell, identifies in his best-sell-

ing book, The Tipping Point: How
Little Things Can Make a Big
Difference. Gladwell will explain
how his ideas can be used to stim-

focuses on RE/MAX offers American Dream scholarships

Cool’ cities

ulate Michigan's communities and
will challenge attendees to imple-
ment his ideas to create change
‘within their own communities.

“The overwhelming success of
last year's conference demonstrat-
ed the value arts and cultural
organizations bring to community
revitalization,” said Lillian Bauder,
chair of the conference-planning
committee and & member of the
Michigan Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs. “We are delighted
to build upon the insights from
last year's conference in an effort
to help communities identify addi-
tional resources and develop inno-
vative, collaborative solutions to
strengthen their communities’ cre-
ative bases.”

The event will feature sessions
exploring an array of ways in
which Michigan communities can
employ creative strategies to
address pressing challenges.

These sessions will feature speak-
ers drawn from Michigan and
beyond who will share best prac-

tices, case studies and model expe- -

riences. For example, luncheon
speaker Becky Anderson of
HandMade in America will tell
how she used North Carolina's
craft heritage to foster community
and create economic solutions for
the region through tourism, educa-
tion and workforce-development
initiatives.

New this year is a component
called Tips & Tools, which will fea~
ture static and interactive displays,
opportunmes for “mini-consulta-
tions” with State of Michigan
agency representatives and pri-
vate-sector experts, as well as short
presentations on pertinent topics.

Teams from local communities
are encouraged to attend.
Registration for four is $220 plus
$55 per additional person on or
before Nov. 19 and $280 plus $70
per additional person thereafter.
Registration is $70 per person
before Nov. 19 and $85 thereafter.
Call Get Real! Communications at
(734) 669-7192 or visit
ww.TippingToCool.com.

RE/MAX of Southeastern
Michigan (RE/MAX) is pre-
senting its third annual
“American Dream” scholarship
program, open to high school
seniors in Macomb, Monroe,

Oakland and Wayne counties.
The scholarship program —

$500 to each of 20 student
recipients — was originally
established as part of the cele-
bration of RE/MAX of
Souttieastern Michigan’s 25th
anniversary three years ago.
Because the program was so
successful in its inaugural year,
RE/MAX decided to offer the
scholarsh p contest for a sec-

ond time last year, and again
this year, making it the third
annual program.

To apply, students must pro-
vide a short essay on what the
“American Dream” means to
them and the role that higher
education plays in helpingto
achieve that dream. Essays and
supporting materials will be

-judged on content, originality
.and creativity.

The deadline for submit-
ting applications is Feb. 1,
2005.

“We ongmally estabhshed
the American Dream’ schol-
arship as way to acknowledge

At

and Allison Allen (standing).

Youth productlon

Motor City Youth Theatre presents ‘Annie Jr.' 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10
and 17, and 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 1112 and 18-19, at the
Livonia Civic Center Library Auditorium, 32777 Five Mile, between
Merriman and Farmington Road, Livonia. Tickets are $5. Call (313)
535-8962. Pictured are Emily Helman Scherrer (scrubbing the floor)

Option 1

Get the interest
with our standard
3-year CD

Annual Percentage Yield

Option 2

Get the interest
upfront in the form
of a fantasy item

Golf Trip Pz

ges to the

a special year for our company,
and at the same time commu-
nicate RE/MAX’s belief in the
importance of education as a
means for today’s youth to
Jbecome tomorrow’s leaders,”
said Jeanette Schneider, vice
president and co-regional
director of RE/MAX of
Southeastern Michigan.
“Once we saw how many
students across our four-coun-

1. Remove from box.

2. Wait for kisses.

]
; 3. Enjoy for a lifetime.
H
]
]

ty region were interested in the
scholarship, we knew we had
to extend this program beyond
just one year”

For more information about
the scholarship program, or to’
obtain an entry form, contact
Jeanette Schneider at :
248.440.0404 x202, check on-
line at www.manyhouses.com,
or visit any local RE/MAX
office.

When making a purchase as important:as fine jewelry, you need a
jeweler you can trust. Our American Gem Society membership is your /

guarantee that you are doing busine:
staff and store that is committed to

ss with jewelry professionals: a
on-going. gemological training,

customer service of the highest caliber, and above-all, integrity.
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Dedicated to proven ethics, knowledge and consumer protection
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Polaris Trail Sport Super Sport Snowmaobile 4 major tourmnaments Sony 42" Plasma WEGA

‘Open a“FLAGSTAR FANTASY CD’
and enjoy your earned interest this holiday.”

Smooth and Shiny Top Surface

100% Sitione eaulk bead

* Ultimate Golf Makeover Package

+ Ultimate Somerset Collection Shopping Spree
+ Viking® 53" Qutdoor Gas Grill

» Polaris Trail Sport Super Sport Snowmobile

+ Sony 42" Plasma WEGA™M TV
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of 100% Industrial
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time durabllity,

Fantasy items

« Micresoft Xbox®

*» Sony Playstation®2
: « Oreck XL @ Air Purifier
; - Apple iPod 40GB Photo
‘ » Bose® Wave® Music System
* Sony Cyber-shot® Pro Digital Camera
+ Sony DVD Handycam® Camcorder
* MICROMV™ Handycam® Camcorder
» Sony 23" LCOWEGA™ Flat Panel TV
» Sharper tmage Leather Massage® Chair
+ Sony 34" {.CD WEGA™ Flat Panel TV
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Major Premiums

* 2005 Ford Mustang V6 Coupe Premium

* Motor City Harley-Davidson Sportster® 883 C

+ Motor City Harley-Davidson Ultra Classic ®Electra Glide®
+ Golf TAp Packages to the 4 major tournaments

For more information or a banking center

near you, call (800) 642-0039
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*3,50% Standard certificate of deposit: Annual Percentage Yield {(APY) is effective as of December 1, 2004 on a 36-47 month certificate of deposit. Minimum
opening batance requirement is $500 and maximum deposit is $100,000. Deposits are allowed only on the maturity date or during the grace period. Penalty
may be imposed for early withdrawal. Interest compounded quarterly. Rates are effective for a limited time only and subject to change without notice. Not
available for public units. Certain restrictions may apply. **Offer expires February 1, 2005, ltems are limited to Fantasy CD certificates of depesit. Fantasy CD
iters are subject to avaitability. Minimum deposit requirements start at $1,000. Choice of items and Annual Percentage Yield will vary depending on the
deposit level and length of the CD term, Fantasy CD is not available for business or public units. Offer may change at any time without notice. See a Flagstar
representative for full program details and disclosures, Certain restrictions may appiy.
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Plymouth man finds
fame, happiness in
18-year NFL career

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth resident Ross Fichtner almost got floored
by boxmg legend Cassius Clay in November of 1966.

No,'the two didn’t exchange blows in a boxing ring,
but the heavyweight champ, who later changed his
name to Muhammad Ali, came close to dashing
Fichtner’s once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to appear on
the cover of Sports Illustrated, the king of sports maga-

zines,

It was mid-November of ‘66 and Fichtner, a strong
safety for the Cleveland

Ross F:chtner appeared on the

66 embe r Fichtner around
he tlme' its'::e of Sports lﬂustrated At fO‘I“ a few days.
safety led the N:' it crown stro ey fock
tio L wntn eight interce hundreds of pho-
ns '"JHSt siX ga gam P tos? Fichtner

sald they were going to put me on the cover”
There was only one catch, Fichtner discovered later

in the week.

_ “Cassius Clay was ﬁghting against Big Cat Williams
* that weekend,” he said. “The people from Sports
Iustrated told me that if Big Cat beat Clay, they were
going to put a photo of the fight on the cover”
Needless to say, Fichtner immediately became one of

»(‘lays biggest fans.

" pher followed

) en-Clay knocked out B1g Cat early i in the fight, I
+was the happiest guy around,” he beamed.

Browns, was

setting a tor-

rid intercep-
tion pace,
having picked
off eight pass-
esin six
games,
¥ SIdecidedto
t do a feature on
the speedy '
defender and a
few other elite
National -
Football League
| defensive backs,
so a photogra-

remembered “He

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Plymouth resident Ross Fichtner holds the jersey he was given by the Cleveland Browns in September at a ceremony commemorating

PLEASE SEE FICHTNER, B3  the 40 anniversary of the team's NFL champlonshlp Fichtner wore #20 during his eight-year career with the Browns from 1960-67,

Churchill
outlasts
Salem, 3-1

" BY ED WRIGHT -
STAFF WRITER

Momentum was wearing Salem
blue and white Friday night mid-
way through the third period when
Livonia Churchill hockey coach
Pete Mazzoni called a time-out to
address his skaters, whose once-
comfortable 2-0 lead was perilous-
ly close to being erased.

“I told them to keep their com-
posure and to play more organ-
ized,” recalled Mazzoni, whose
assertive time-out speech came
seconds after the Rocks had gone
on a power play with the Chargers
clinging to a 2-1 lead. “We were
scrambhng and we needed to calm
down.” _

Heeding their coach’s advice, the
Chargers re-grouped and chilled.

They then proceeded to kill the
penalty and clamp down on the
Rocks over the final seven minutes
to win 3-1 before a enithusiastic
crowd at Livonia’s Eddie Edgar Ice
Arena.

The victory improved Churchill’s
record to 3-1 overall and 2-0 in the
Western Lakes Activities
Association. Salem dropped to 2-3
and 1-1.

“We're playing up and down,”

Mazzoni said, referring to his

team’s early inconsistent play. “We -
have some good spurts followed by
some bad ones. We need to get
more consistent. Our special teams
have to get better, too. In games
like this with a lot of penalties, we
have to make the other team pay”
Salem coach Fred Feiler said

PLEASE SEE CHURCHILL, B3

Spértan swim coach ‘Phill’s trophy case’

BY BRAD EMONS when they needed it were a little apprehensive, but we raced
STAFF WRITER Stevenson’s string of “well (in a dual meet) against Northville
’ ' WLAA titles appeared to ©  and gave us some confidence.” oo
Greg Phill will look back on the 2004 be in jeopardy this sea- Lopsided dual-meet losses to both five-
Livonia Stevenson girls swim season with son, but the Spartans time state champion Ann Arbor Pioneer.

fond memories. -

Named Observerland Coach of the Year
once again, Phill guided the Spartans to
their 14th consecutive Western Lakes
Activities Association championship and
a 10th-place finish in the Division I state
meet held Nov. 19-20 at the University of
Michigan.

“To take five kids to the state meet and
finish in the top ten ... I'm pretty happy
with that,” said Phill, who has been at the
helm of the Spartans’ program for 19
years. “This year was a very good year
because the girls really came together

and runner-up Farmington Hills Mercy
prepared the Spartans for the stretch run.

“History was on our side,” Phill said of
the string of WLAA crowns. “There has-
n’t been a Stevenson team that hasn't
swam well in the conference meet, and
that goes all the way back to Lois
McDonald (Stevenson’s longtime coach).
The kids feed off that tradition and after
a couple of events, the ball started rolhng
and they went after it.”

came away with another
title, outscoring host
Salem, 598-515, and
> third-place Northville,
which finished with 450.
“This is the first year in
14 years we could have easily been third
in the conference,” Phill said. “Figured we
were down 25 points to Northville going
into the meet and our girls just stepped it
up really big.
“We've never been challenged the pre-
vious years and it would be interesting to -
see how we'd react that. I think our girls

Good spurts

Lady Ocelots get hot at the end, beat KVCC

BY PAT ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

Phill

See All-Area Girls Swimming on page B4.

dead heat, with each team never
trailing by more than five points in
the first half, which ended 35-32 in
KVCCs’s favor.

“I told the kids at halftime,” KVCC
coach Ron Welch said, “ ‘if we take
care of the basketball in the second
half and rebound, we walk out of
here a winner! We just didn’t do
that.”

Recently, Wake Forest men’s bas-
ketball coach, Skip Prosser, said:
“Basketball is a game of spurts, and
often tlmes whoever gets the last
spurt wins.”

. While Schooleraft Colleges
women’s basketball players may not

. forming to Christmas

have heard Prosser say this, or even -
know who he is, they sure do sub-
seribe to his adage.

The Lady Ocelots went on an 8-1
run in the final minute to get past
Kalamazoo Valley Community
College, 75-71, in the opening round
Friday of the Schoolcraft
Invitational.

The game featured more flip-flop-
ping than a pancake house with 14
lead changes and 10 ties.

The teams started the game in a

And the Lady Ocelots took advan-
tage. Schoolcraft (5-2) used an 11-1
spurt early in the second half to pull
out in front by seven, their largest
lead of the game, but the Lady
Cougars rumbled back with a 10-2
run of their own to make it 50-49
with just under 10 minutes to play.

But back came the Lady Ocelots
with an 8-0 run followed immediate-
ly by a 6-0 spurt for KVCC (2-3) to

PLEASE SEE SCHOOLCRAFT, B2

JERRY ZOLYNSKY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Lizann Charles of Schoolcraft gets off a shot inside against g
against Kalamazoo Yalley CC's Lindsey Brown during Friday

‘night’s opening.round.
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Youth wrestling

The second session of
the Canton Wrestling
Club wilf run from Jan, 3
through March 13. The
cost is $45 and includes;
membership in the :
Michigan Youth Wrestling
Association and a club T
shirt. Registration will be
held Wednesday, Dec.15°
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in
room 305 of Canton High
School's Phase il build-
ing. Practices will be held
Mondays and
Wednesdays. Athletes -
from first through eighth
grades may participate. ;
Practices will be divided
into beginning and
advanced wrestlers, -

Contact Canton :
wrestling coach Casey -
Randolph at (734) 697-
2083 or e-mail him at
c_randolph44@yahoo.co
m.

Hoop tryouts

The Plymouth/Canton
Crossfire girls basketbal|
organization will hoid try
outs for the upcoming
season on Saturday, Deq
11, in the Plymouth t
Chnstian Academy qymm
nasium, locatedat . §
43065 Joy Rd. (between
Morton Taylor and Litley:
roads). The school sits °
behind Calvary Baptist i
Church. Tryouts will be -
held from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
for girls 13 and under.
The tryout fee is $15, All
girls interested in trying:
out should arrive a few
minutes early to register.

For more information,
contact Gary Wheeler at
(734) 459-7574.

Figure skating -

On Saturday, Dec. 1, at ‘

- 6 p.m,, figure skaters |

who train at Canton’s >
Arctic Edge will be skat-
ing in a holiday E)(hlbttlom
at the facility, whichis °
located on Michigan Ave;;,
just west of Canton -
Center. Admission is free.
to see some of the top
skaters in the area per- =
music. Learn to skate -
The winter session of -
the Novi Ice Arena's -
Learn to Skate program :
will run from Jan, 4 :
through Feb. 19, 2005, -
Classes are offered in a
variety of times on
Tuesdays through :
Saturdays. Skate rentalis
avallable. ip addition, .
Learn to Skate students’
who are registered witf
receive free admission to
open skating at the Novi.

fce Arena throughout the

seven-week session.

The following classes
will be offered: beginning
tots; Snowplow Sam 13;
basic 1-8; freestyle 1-2;
adult 1-4; and home _
school. Open registration

- for Learn to Skate begins

Dec. 5. Call the Novi lce
Arena at (248) 347-1010
or visit its Web site at
www.noviicearena.com.

Clarification
"Former Canton soccer
player and current Albion
College standout Ashley
Rosaen was voted to the.
Michigan Independent. ,
Athletic Association's -
First Team after tallying-

nine goals and two -
assists for the 10-8-2
Britons. it was erro- .
neously printed in
Thursday's edition of the
Observer that Rosaen

was voted to the MIAks

Honorable Mention teim.

¢
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CC cage team has big

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

There’s a big hole to fill in
Tedford Catholic Central’s bas-
letball lineup with the depar-
tire of 6-10 center Dan
Vaterstradt to Rutgers
tniversity.

" Dave Herberholzand Kyle

But several Shamrocks could

ombine their talents to give
lead coach Rick Coratti a very
fresentable front-court for the
D04-05 Catholic League sea-
an.

Whether or not they can
Ielp the Shamrocks duplicate
1st season’s success remains to
e seen; the team went 17-6
st year, good enough fora
dvisional title and a trip to the
Gatholic League and district
fnals.

Also graduating were
sarters Jim Cash (Albion),

Smith.

“We have two juniors that
will play by committee and fill
his (Waterstradi’s) shoes,”
Coratti said last week. “He's a
tough kid to replace.”

Certain to give it a go will be

6-7 junior forward Chris
Harding and 6-5 junior for-
ward Aras Butkunas, a gifted

outside shooter. Also set for the -

low post is 6-2 senior forward
and captain Dominique
Fischer.

“He’s a leader on and off the
floor,” said Coratti about
Fischer. “And he’s a slasher,
he’ll go to the basket strong for
us.”
Another key player is senior
point guard Rob Fragoso,
although he may miss
Tuesday’s season opener
against visiting Orchard Lake

TREAT YOURSELF TO AN EARLY HOLIDAY GIFT

. www.motorcitybowl.com

| LOCAL SPORTS |

holes to fill scaooicasr
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St. Mary’s (7:30 p.m.) duetoa
broken hand.

“Rob’s our floor leader, like
he was last year,” Coratti said.

“He’s our point guard and our

top defender.”

While Fragoso mends on the
sidelines, Coratti will rely on
junior guards Antyrio Raimer
and Robert Forte to chip in
with contributions. Also start-

ing in the backcourt-will be 6-3

junior Garrett Senczys
returnee who also is'a goo
outside shooter, '
Coratti expects the
Shamrocks to make strides as
the season progresses.
“We'll be a little inexperi- -

enced, with six of our top eight”

players being juniors,” Corattl

said. “Time will tell, but I think '

we'll be pretty good.”

tsmith@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 9532106
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cut the Schooleraft lead to a single point.

The Lady Cougars used another streak with
just over a minute remaining to reclaim the lead
for the first time since 15:43 left in the second
stanza.

But the lead wouldn't stick for KVCC as v
Schoolcraft put the ball in Charlese Greer’s hands
and Greer scored seven of the final eight points
for the Lady Ocelots and all but one for
Schoolcraft in the final two minutes. : :
 “We wanted to go inside to Char and she came
1p with somie key buckets there,” Schoolcraft
coach Karen Lafata said. “We really wanted her to
get the ball inside.” ’

Perhap
. to end the game was the pressure defense that
. forced the Lady Cougars to turn the ball over on
three of their final four possessmns.

. “I think we did sotne things in the last two min-
utes to help us win the ball game,” Lafata said..
“We played 40 minutes of pressure defense and
that’s tough on teams; I think after awhile teams
_start folding in to the pressure.”

Greer scored 16 of her 21 points in the second
half and pulled down six rebounds for
Schoolcraft. ‘

“She was in foul trouble early,” Lafata said, “she
really just didn't get into the oﬁ"ense (in the first

half).

Amantha Combs (Bellevﬂle) contnbuted 15
points, six boards and four assists off the bench
and Mikiko Williams added 10 points and a quar-
tet of thefts for the Lady Ocelots.

“Amantha had been starting for us,” Lafata said,
“and I talked to her the other day and said: T real-
Iy think, you coming off the bench, I think you
can spark this team, and I think that’s exactly
what she did.

“I just hope she accepts that role‘ and comes in
and becomes a great sixth man.”

Ashley Gibson also had a noteworthy game,

s overshadowing the eight-point streak

JERRY ZOLYNSKY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Lizann Charles of Schoolcraft gets off a shot inside
against g against Kalamazoo Valiey CC's Lindsey Brown
during Friday night's opening round.’

compiling nine points, seven rebounds, sevén
assists and six steals, the final steal coming with -
21 seconds to play and the Lady Ocelots ahead by
two.

“This was one of the best games of her career;
Lafata said. “I thought she played an inspiring . .
game, just in terms of her activity, she was talking -
to her teammates and just making big plays.”

Schooleraft took on the Lady Panthers of Olive-
Harvey College in Saturday’s final. Results will

appear in Thursday’s Observer. .

OLIVE-HARVEY (L) 56, SINCLAIR (OHI0) 50: Keyanna Mayfxeld had 17
points and Ashley Nooks added 12 to lead the Lady Panthers to a victory !
Friday against the Pride in the first round of the Schoolcraft
Invitational. Mary Werden had 20 points for Sinclair but it wasn't encugh,
as the Pride fell to 4-1.

Taurel Wifliams added 11 for Ollve Harvey (6 4)

Ann Arbor Green Hitfs at Pl’ymouth,7 p.m.

Agape Christian at Deerfield, 7 p.m. ) !
Franklin Rd, at Piymouth Christian, 7 p.m.

Livonia Clarencevifie at PCA, 7 p.m.

THEWEEK AHEAD -
Walled take Northern at Canton
at Arctic Edge lce Arena, 8 p.n.
Saturday, Dec. !
_ PCS Penguins at Port Huron
at McMorran Place, 4:30 p.m.
Canton at Chelsea, 7 p.m.
PREP WRESTLING
Wednesday, Dec. 8
Tri-Mt. Anderson and Birmingham
Brother Rice at Canton, 5 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 11
Canton and Saiem at Salem
Invitationat, 9:30 a.m.
Plymouth at Armada Tournament, TBA
PREP VOLLEYBALL
Saturday, Dec. 11

Wednesday, Dec.8
Lewis College (Iil) at Schoolcraft, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 12
Mohawk College at Schootcraft, 3 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 10
(Bethel College, Ind. Tourney)
Madonna vs. Bethet (ind.), 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. it
Bethel (ind.) Tourney, 6 & 8 p.m..
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Wednesday, Dec. 8
Madonna at Wayne State, 5:30 p.m.
Schoolcraft at Grand Rapids CC, 5:3 p.m,”
Friday, Dec.10
(Kalamazoo Valiey CC Tourney)
Schoolcraft vs: Columbus St. (Ohio), 1 p.m.

PREP BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Dec, 7

Salem at Bellevilte, 7 p.m.

Canton at Monroe, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dsc, 8
Allen Park at Plymouth, 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec.10

Monroe at Salem, 7 p.m.
Lincoln Park at Plymouth, 7 p.m.
Novi at Canton, 7 p.m:
PREP HOCKEY
Tuesday, Dec. 7

Grosse Pointe North vs. PCS Penguins
at Arctic Edge Ice Arena, 6:30 p.m.
Walled Lake Central at Salem
at Plymouth Culturat Center, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 8
Birmingham Country Day at Salem

Plymouth Christian and Canton at
Livonia Stevenson Invitational, TBA

Salem at South Lyon {nvitational, 9 a.m.

BOYS SWIMMING
Tuesday, Dec.7
Salem at Ann Arbor Huron, 6 p.m.

Kalamazoo Valley vs, Hightand {lit), 3 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 1t
K'zoo Valiey Tourney, 5:30 & 7:30 p.m.
ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE
friday, Dec.10-
Whalers at Sarnia Sting, 7:30 p.m.

40th Annual Great Lakes Invitational -

Wed., Dec. 29 * 4:30 & 8:00 PM

Michigan State vs. New Hampshire

¢ Plymouth Cuftural Center, 8:30 p.m.
Plymouth a

at Plymouth Cultural Center 830 pm

£ AOL. ror BROADBAND

Tickets are available at the Joe Louis
Arena box office, call 313-396-7575 or log
on to collegehockeyatthejce.com

Saturday, Dec. 11
Whalers vs. Owen Sound
at Compuware Arena, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 11
Salem, Plymouth and Canton at
WLAA Conference Relays at Salem, 10 a.m,
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL Sunday, Dec. 12
Tuesday, Dec. 7 Whalers at Gueiph Storm, 3 p.m. :
Soring Arhor at #adonna, 7 2. . b

LH. Crestwood, 6:50 p.m.
Canton at Livonia Frankfin, 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 10
Northvifie at Piymouth

\uthentic

GS JERSEY!

in Our Classified Section
ay & Sunday to see how you can enterl

@bserver & Eecentric

NEWSPAPERS

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES 'UNFOLD

Presents

COLLEGE HOCKEY
AT “THE JOE”

Michigan vs. Michigan Tech

Thu,, Dec. 30 ¢ 4:30 PM
Third Place Game
Thu., Dec. 30 * 8:00 PM
Championship-Game

.IOeI.ouisA;'ena

A divtsion of

IrEraryy
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FICHTNER
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Mlustrious career

Getting his image splashed
the coun- -

a definitive highlight, but it
was just one of several accom-
plishments on the charismatic
Fichtner’s impressive resume.
Following a distinguished
high school football career at .
McKeesport (Pa.) High School,
Fichtner headed to Purduein -
1956. He starred as a quarter-
back/defensive back for the
Boilermakers for three years
before getting drafted by the
Browans in the third round of
the 1960 NFL draft. The multi-
talented athlete was also -
selected by the American .
Football League’s Buffalo Bills.
and the Canadian Football
League’s Montreal Alouettes.
“T actually chose to play for
the team that was offering me
the least-amount of money,”
Fichtner revealed. “I only
made $10,000 that year and
the 10-year All-Pro player who
I was replacing was making
$10,500. But I was doing what
I'loved — playing football.”

Demanding job

Fichtner said the biggest dif-
ference between the NFL of
the 1960s and professional
football today is the demands
that were put on the players.

“There were only 36 players
on each team’s roster, so gvery-
body had to play more than
one position,” Fichtner said.
“Today, everything is special-
ized. Back then, I was the
starting strong safety on
defense, the third-string quar-
terback on offense, the second-
string flapker, the fifth-string
running back and the second-
string split-end.”

" Fichtner was a pivotal mem-
ber of the 1964 Browns team
that captured the NFL cham-
pionship. Cleveland was led by
Hall of Fame running back Jlm
Brown.

“Jim and I were good
friends,” Fichtner said. “He was
the best football player I've
ever seen play.

“We just had a 40-year
reunion for members of that
team in Cleveland,” Fichtner
said. “Thirty-four of the 38
guys who played came back for
the reunion. It was a great
party.” '

Stepping down

After playing eight years in

BARNETT

m== Roofing and Siding Inc. ==
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer
Duro-Last Master Elite Award Winner

Professional Roofer Advisory Council
Family Taking Care of Families for Over 40 Years' '

memorabifia.

Cleveland and one in New
Orleans, Fichtner retired fol-
lowing.the 1968 season dueto -
the effects of several concus-
sions he suffered during his
career. He was hired as a sales
representative for an inde-
pendent lawn and garden sup-
ply company.

“I was a sales rep for five
years before I realized that
wasn’t what I wanted to do for
the rest of my life,” Fichtner
said. “I decided I wanted to get
into coaching, so I made a few
calls. Through divine interven-

~ tion — that’s the only way I can

explain it — I got a job coach-
ing defensive backs for the
World Football League’s
Florida Blazers.”

Over the next 10 years,
Fichtner built a reputation as
one of the NFL’s best defen-'
sive-backfield coaches. His
professional-coaching stops
included Green Bay, Chicago
and Minnesota.

“The best secondary I ever
coached was the one in
Chicago, which had Doug
Plank, Gary Fencik and Virgil
Ivers,” Fichtner said. “We qual-
ified for the playoffs once, but,
more importantly, we built the
foundation for the defense that
ended up winning the Super
Bowl a few years later”

Long hours

‘While coaching in the NFL
was rewarding, it was also tax-
ing for Fichtner, who rarely got
to spend time with his wife,
Karen.

........

“During the season, we'd get
to eat dinner together maybe
10 times,” Fichtner said. “All of

" the ¢oaches were putting in16-

or 17-hour days. Bart Starr was
the best head ¢oach I worked -
for; He understood the impor-
tance of family time and would
let us go home for two or three
hours some nights to spend
with the family”

Fichtner hung up his coach-
ing whistle in 1984 to devote
more time to his family, That
was the year he moved to
Plymouth and resurrected his
sales career at Schultz &
Associates Lawn & Garden
Supplies.

Two of Fichtner’s three sons
followed in their dad’s gridiron
footsteps. His oldest son,
Randy, played at Purdue and is
currently the offensive coordi-
nator at the University of
Memphis. His middle son,
Rusty, was an outstanding line-
backer at the University of
Michigan before his promising
career was cut short by a spinal
injury. Fichtner also has a 19-
year-old son, Daniel, who is a
graduate of Plymouth
Christian Academy, and two
daunghters, Tami and Tanya.’

“Except for Daniel, my kids
are spread out all over the
country,” Fichtner said.

“But they're all still close at
heart,” Karen said.

es?

Victim of jinx?

Bl BRESLER t TAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Ross Fichtner reflects back on hlS NFL playing days in his Plymouth basement whlch is decoratec w&th a variety of

_in Action, a coach s ministry.

“We speak to coaches about
how to build character in their
athletes and how tp build suc-
cessful relationships between

. the members of the coaching

staff, among other things,”
Fichtner said. “Welalso talk to
pastors, busmesse and even

parents.”
What advice wot ld he
impart on today’s outh coach-

“When I coached, I madéita
pomt to correct m ntal mis-

“takes on the field, but I think

it’s important for coaches to -
correct things like poor effort
and bad attitudes l%)ehind close
doors,” Fichtner said. “I would
never embarrass a player in
front of his peers.” |

Fichtner jokingly admitted
he is a believer of the infamous

- Sports Hustrated cover jinx,

which reportedly brings mis-
fortune to athletes who grace
the magazine’s cover.

He's also a victim of the j me

“I had eight interceptions in
six games before!l was on the
cover in 1966, he said, smiling.
“After I was on the cover, I did-
n’t get another interception the
rest of the year. I didn’t even
come close to one.”

He only has Big Cat -
Williams to blame for that.

B CHURCHILL

FROM PAGE B1

Churchill’s speed and his
team’s inability to finish off
scoring chances combmed to

. spell defeat.

“They have a very fast team,’
Feiler said. “I thought we
played them pretty even over
the first period. We had some
opportunities in the second
and third periods, but we
couldn’t put the puck in the
net. ’

“We made a couple of adjust-
ments after the first period by
moving our forwards up. It
helped some, but we couldn’t
take advantage of the chances
we had to score”

Both goalies turned in steady
efforts. Salern’s Brandon
DeMars stopped 23 shots while
" Churchill’s Bob Zaremba .
stuffed 12. - '

“I thought their goalie played

" very well,” Mazzoni said of

DeMars. “He kept them in it”
There were no serious offen-

- sive threats in the scoreless

first period, in which both
goalies made six routine saves -

" “each.

Churchill dented the score-
board first 58 seconds into the
second period when senior
winger Wes Carpenter broke
away fromythe Salem defense
at mid-ice and beat DeMars
with a high shot to make it 1-0.
Nick Harris and Kyle Burke
were credited with asslsts on
Carpenter’s goal

Chief icers slam Central

Nine different players scored

to lead Canton’s hockey team to”

a convincing 11-1 victory over

~—— Walled Lake Central Friday

night at the Arctic Edge Ice
Arena. -

Canton 1mproved its record
to 2-1 overall and 1-1in the
Western Lakes Activities
Association.

Canton jumped to a 5-0 lead
after the opening period and
never looked back. .

Senior captain Reece
McCabe did the most damage
for the Chiefs, recording a hat-

 while Churchill's Bob
Laremba stuffed 12.

- period when John Maurer siz-

“the goal.

Both gqalies turned i steady%
efforts. Salem's Brandon
DeMars stopped 23 shots -

ey A e M

AR .

Less than four minutes later,
the Chargers doubled their
lead to 2-0 when Brandon
Mishowski stuffed a rebound
shot past the sprawling
DeMars.

Mike Persha and Justin -

\kta,dler picked up helpers on
the goal. .

Salem capitalized on a two- |
man advantage power play
with 4:18 to go in the second

SRl Wl ke [

.
2
I

-
%
!

zled a slap shot past Zaremba *
from the left wing to make it 2-
1. Craigen Bauldry assisted on §
+

_Churchill’s Dan Wensing %
closed out the scoring with a i
power-play insurance goal with | L
six seconds left. He was assist+ '
ed by Matt Heinzelman and
Justin Stadler.’

Charger forward Justin
Stadler didn’t score a goal, but
he had several dazzling rushes
up the ice. .

“I thought Justin played
well,” Mazzoni said. “He’s-a
threat to score every time he
touches the puck o

trick and a pair of assists. Mike ';
Kondratek had one goal and
four assists while Bryan =
Wioncek and Garrett Hyman
each tallied one goal and three
helpers. :

Pat Gallagher, Kyle _
Kowalski, Sean Rago, Ryan
Mooradian and Andy Barylslu P
scored one goal a piece. ’

Senior Tony Hylko and fresh-;
man Kevan Swanberg split :
time in net for the Chiefs, who |
travel to Livonia’s Eddie Edgar
Arena on Wednesday night to
tangle with Livonia Franklin,

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Ahletes in Action

Fichtner now makes speak-
ing engagements for Athletes

ewright@oe.homecomm.net | (734} 953-2108

_ of the following:
1991 Ford Escort
1988 Dodge Ram

1989 Lincoln

Publisk: December 5, 2004

Plymouth Twp. PD
734-453-3869
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given that on 12/10/04 at 10 am at Mayflower Auto
Transport, 1179 Starkweather Rd., Plymouth, MI a public auction

At 9:00 a.m. at B & B Towing, 934 Ann Arbor Rd.:
Continental

1FAPP1288MW4044143
1B7HD14Y7JS8681549

1LNLMO8438KY 718577

)

INVITATION TC BID
TIME AND MATERIAL TRADES CONTRACTS

Sealed bids will be received by the Eastern Michigan University,

Michigan, 48197 until the following de“ﬁdhnes at whlch time they
will be publicly opened and read aloud

Wednesday, December 15, 2004

10:00 AM — Architectural Woodwark, Cabinets and letures
10:30 AM — Painting

11:00 AM — Lath and Plaster

11:30 AM — Ceramic and Quarry Tile

01:00 PM - Glass and Glazing

01:30 PM - Masonry

02:00 PM - Carpentry

02:30 PM - Fire Protection

Bid Documents and Specifications may be obtained at the above
address beginning Monday, December 6, 2004. Qualified
Contractors must be located within 60 miles of Eastern Michigan
University. All bids are to be in sealed envelopes and plainly
marked as to the Time and Material contract béing bid upon and
the name of the bidder. The University reserves the right to waiv.e
;rregulantxes, reject any or all bids, or accept any bid, when in the
opinion of the University, such action will best serve the interest of
the University.

By: Rick Paffenroth
Manager of Administrative Support Services,
Purchasing Department
Eastern Michigan Umversny, Yps11ant1, MI 48197

Publish: December 5, 2004

| OEQ8279336

‘Purchasing Department, 875 Ann Street, Suite 122, Ypsilanti,

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a
bid for Year 8 Universal Service Fund (USF; Funding. Bidders
may obtain bidding documents by contacting Jim Casteel of the
PCCS Technology Department at (734) 416-2706. For additional
information, contact Dan Phillips of the PCCS Purchasing
Department at (734) 416-2746. Sealed bids are due on or before
2:00 p.m., Thursday, December 16th, 2004. The Board of Education
reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids, as they Judge to
be in the best interest of the school district.

Board of Education
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
JOANNE LAMAR, Secretary

Publish: December & andllz, 2004
: : OE08279635
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Hearing &
Cooling @sss@

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Ford Road Garden Csty
. Showroom and Parts

 SALES  SERVIGE * INSTALLATION * PARTS

ALL MAKES
and MODELS

Furnace Cleaning

~ and Inspection
Reg...$79.95 NOW...$59.95

SAVE $20.00

With thls coupon  Not valid with other offers

&mr@3

(734} 487-7678

mdoor Soccer

; Youth--Adult ie&gncs
Season: January 2% March 12°
Team Fee: $895 individual Fee: $95 N
U6-US Team Fee: $500 individual Fee: 565

Flag Football
Elementary School---Adult Leagies

. Season: fanuary 2™--March 12
Team Fee: $850 Individual Pee: $85

!_Q.dgﬁ:__B;aﬂ

, High School and Adult Leagues
Season: fanuary 2" —March 12°
~ Team Fee: $400

oy osth o vl

R S A

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR |
SOCCER, FOOTBALL, & DODGE BALL:
DECEMBER 13, 2004

sz2¥ Stass for 34 year ofds i
Kicks with Kids for 4-7 year olds
Beginning Booters for B-H year olds
$kill Acceleration Camyp for 811 year olds

. Fimishing Schoot for 8-12 year ofds -
- Goatkeeper Camp Tor 8-12 year olds.
- Wamen's Clinic for adults
Classes start the week of Jan. 2%,
8 weeks. Visit www. hvpsoris.com for an

updated st of class times, dates, & fees.

MECTHGAN AVENEE 8 £ ANTON, MY 48155
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 FIRST-TEAM INDIVIDUALS

ﬂ AIIlson Schmitt, Fr., Canton (200
fgeestyle) The freshman  was daz-
-.zitng in her first year of high-school
'siwmmmg as she earned All-State
honors in two events (200 and 500
fseestyle), captured the 100 butter-

: fly at the Western Lakes Activities

Association conference meet and
finished second in the 200 individ-
dal mediey at the WLAA meet.
Schmitt gualified for the state meet
in six events and set several school
récords.

* "Allison has been'a great asset
and source of energy for the team,”
said Canton coach Molly Raines.

"She works hard and loves every-

1hinq to do with swimming."

" ¢ Laura Timson, Fr., Liv. Stevenson
(200 individual medley): The fresh-
man placed fourth in the Division |
state meet with a time of 2:10.64,
tops in the area to earn All-State
honors.

She also added a 12th place fin-

o] ished at the state meet in the 100

ztbreaststroke and had a season-best

“flme of 1:07.75 to earn Al-American

econsmeratlon

= Timson also won the 200 IM at

:the WLAA and added a fourth in the

~100 breaststroke.

»  “Laura came in as a freshman

~and did great job for us,” Stevenson

*coach Greg Phill said. “She is a very

o hard worker and we look forward to

~having Laura three more years
 because she's a great big meet per-

“former

&
o

}

’4 " ¢ ‘i!

‘Glenn (50 freestyle): The versatile
< sophomore now holds four individ-
~ual school records including an area
~hest in the 50 freestyle where she
-glocked & 25.33 to win the WLAA
title. v
<7 Peterson also set a school record
~in the 100 breaststroke with a time
~gf 1.07.84 and placed eighth in that
~event at the state meet. She also
~ptaced runner-up in 100 breast-
“stroke at the WLAA meet.

Peterson also placed 20th in the

200 freestyle at the state meet with
~& school-best 1:58.68. She is alsc a
-member of Glenn's school-record
400 freestyle refay team (3:55.59).

Peterson made seven state cuts
*out of eight individual events this
-fall.
-. “Jill continues to set her goals
-high, which keeps her motivated to
~train hard and improve her times,”
* -Blenn coach Randy Ferguson said.
~I'm anxious to see what she can do
> by the time she is a senior.”

2

~: Ashley Aquinto, Sr., Salem (div-
Zing): A team captain, Aquinto quali-
>Hied for the Division 1 state meet
~where she finished 25th. She was
‘the 2004 WLAA diving champion,
*compaiang 335.40 points in 11 dives.

n for four years and All-
byerverland honors the past three
sons. Aquinto has a 3.41 grade-
average.

diving for Salem the past four
s," said coach Chuck Olson.
; ey has displayed sportsman-
=ship and a competitive nature that
vwas respected by teammates and
competitors.” '

*stevenson (100 butterfly): The soph-
somore was runner-up in the
; Western Lakes meet and was 27th
soverall at the state meet in the 100
utterfly. Her best time this season
- was 1021

in the 50 freestyle, she took sec-
d in the WLAA. She also went
85 in the 50 freestyle and 56.45
<in-the 100 freestyle.

~.+0nly a sophomore, Anna is one
the cornerstones of our team,”

: hill said. “Anna will always step up
. when needed.”

, ‘Marisa Gordon, Jr., Liv. Stevenson

(100 freestyle): The junior was a

: Houble-winner in the WLAA meet in

100 freestyle (54.14) and 100
Backstroke 097,

5 -At the Division | state meet
Gordon took 11th in the 100 back-

N, stroke and 12th in the 100 freestyle.

“She was also named Stevenson's

004 MVP.

““Marisa is a very hard-working

Jil[ Peterson, Soph.. Westland

he} senior earned Al-WLAA recogni-

"Ashley has truly been the force.

% Anna Polkowski, Soph., Liv. .

wim stars cap

and versatile swimmer,” Phill said.

““Marisa has spent the last three
"years scoring big points for this

team and | know she will have a
great senior year."

Mary Shereda, Jr., Liv. Churchill
(500 freestyle): The junior earned
four state qualifying times including
the 200 freestyle, 200 1M, 500
freestyle and 100 backstroke.

She placed 20th in Division | and
had a season-best time of 5:18.18 in
the 500 freestyle. She was also 36th
in the 200 freestyle and had a per-
sonal best of 2:00.94 in that event,

At the WLAA meet, The Churchill
MVP took third in the 100 butterfly
and finished fifth in the 200 IM.

“Mary brings 100 percent effort
and dedication to the pool every
day,” Churchill coach Keith Niedbala
said. “She is truly a coach's dream. |
am proud of her accomplishments

-in and out of the pool, She deserves

it.”

Monica Pauza, Sr., Liv. Stevenson
(100 backstroke): The senior placed
14th at the Division | state meet in
the 100 backstroke with a season-
best 1:01.83 in the prelims. She also

‘took 18th in the 200 IM with a life-

time best of 2:14.14.

At the WLAA meet, the Stevenson
team captain took fourth in the 200
IM and was runner-up to Gordon in
the 100 backstroke.

“It's always hard to say good-bye
to a senior, especially Monica
because she has given us four years
of hard work and dedication, along
with stelfar big meet performanc-
es." Phill said. “She will be missed.”

Brynn Marecki, Fr., Liv. Stevenson
(100 breaststroke): The freshman
earned All-State honors and All-
American consideration in the 100
breaststroke by finishing fourth in
the Division | finals with a time of
1:05.91.

At the WLAA meet, Marecki cap-
tured the 100 breaststroke and was
runner-up to teammate Gordon in
the 100 freestyle (54.41).

She was named Stevenson's
Rookie of the Year.

“Brynn has a great work ethic
and a fot of talent,” Phili said. “I
expect she'll be swimming great for
years to come.”

FIRST-TEAM RELAYS

Stevenson, 200 medley (Monica
Pauza, Sr.; Brynn Marecki, Fr. Anna
Polkowski, Soph.; Marisa Gordon,
Jr.): This quartet finished sixth in
the Division | state meet with an
area-best 1:51.09 clocking to earn
Ali-State honors and All-American
consideration.

They were also WLAA champions.

Canton, 200 freestyle (Susie
Patrick, Sr; lzabela Paszkowska, Jr.;
Allison Schmitt, Fr.; Laura Landis,
Soph.): The talented foursome fin-
ished first in the WLAA conference
meet and 12th at the Division 1 state
meet.

“The giris did an excellent job

working together,” Canton coach
Molly Raines said. “Their energy was
contagious and it really exploded at
the state meet.”

Stevenson, 400 freestyle (Anna
Polkowski, Soph.; Monica Pauza, Sr.,
Brynn Marecki, Fr.; Marisa Gordon,
Jr.): This foursome finished 1lth at
the Division | state finals going an
area-best 3:42.65 in the prelims fol-
lowed by a 3:42.86 in the B final.

They also clocked a 3:43.07 to win
the Western Lakes title.

“This relay had a great swim after
a very long weekend,” Phill said of
the state finals held at the
University of Michigan. “Only losing
one swimmer (Pauza) to gradation,
we'll set our sights on an All-
American time standard next year.”

SECOND-TEAM INDIVIDUALS

Katie Gorman, Fr., Salem (200
freestyle). A state qualifier on the
Rocks' 400 free relay quartet,
Gorman finished fourth at the WLAA
conference meet in the 200
freestyle and 500 freestyle. She has
a2 3.30 GPA.

“Katie is proving to be one of the
best freshmen in the area, which
includes the best in the state,” said

| ALL-AREA GIRLS SWIM TEAM |

Allison Schmitt . -
Canton o

Mary Shereda
Livonia Churchill

Katie Gorman

Salem Salem

Kim Heaney
Salem

Salem
Salem coach Chuck Olson. “Katie
has the ability and desire to have
outstanding success the next three
years.”

Kelsey Lincoln, Jr., Salem {200
IM): An outstanding student (4.0
GPA), Lincoln also shined in the
pool, finishing 20th in the individual
medley and 18th in the 100 breast-
stroke at the 2004 Division 1 state
meet. Voted the team’'s most valu-
able swimmer, Lincoln was also a
key member of the Rocks' state-
gualifying 200 medley relay, 200
freestyle relay and 400 freestyle
relay teams. She finished third in
the 200 IM at the WLAA conference
meet and second in the 200 individ-
ual medley.

“Kelsey is a highly respected
state class swimmer by teammates,
competitors and coaches,” said
Salem coach Chuck Olson. “As &
swimmer at Salem, no event is out
of the question if that is what the
team needs.”

Izabela Paszkowska, Jr., Canton
(50 freestyle): The junior set a per-
sonai-best in the 50 freestyie
(26.05) at the state meet and turned
in a 58.24 in the 100 freestyle at the
WLAA meet. She was instrumental in
the Chiefs’ 9-0 record.

“lzabela is always trying to find
ways to improve,” said Canton
coach Molly Raines. “She is so posi-
tive and optimistic throughout the
season. Her hard work and attitude
really make all the difference.”

Mina Pirzadeh, Jr., Canton (div-
ing): The junior finished first in div-
ing at the Spartan Invitational and
she qualified for the state meet in
just her second year of diving. She
turned in a top-six effort at the
WLAA meet.

“Mina has done so well this year,”
raved coach Molly Raines. “Her goal
was to be in the top 12 at the con-
ference meet and she made it all
the way to the state meet. She
worked really hard and | am excited
for her senior year."

Allison Goldsmith, Sr., Canton-
(100 butterfly): Gofdsmzth qualified
for the state meet with & 1:02.20 in
the 100 butterfly-and a 268 in the
50 freestyle. Unfortunately, she was
unable to compete in the state meet

- Laura Timson
Livonia Stevenson

Monica Pauza
Livonia Stevenson

Kelsey Lincoln

Amanda Newman

Jill Peterson
John Glenn

Brynn Marecki
Livonia Stevenson

Mina Pirzadeh
Canton

Kate Musson
Salem

due to an injury. The senior was a
member of the 400 free relay team
that helped edge Salem and
Northville in Canton's two huge reg-
ular-season dual-meet victories.

“Allison puts in 150 percent every
day in everything she does,” said
Canton coach Molly Raines. “She
qualified for states every year. She
is a determined athiete and schofar;
she will do very well after gradua-
tion.”

Susie Patrick, Sr., Canton (100
freestyle): Patrick was one of the
main reasons the Chiefs’ went
through the season unbeaten. The
team captain finished third in the
100 freestyle and seventh in the 200
freestyle. She was also a member of
Canton's 200 freestyle relay quartet
that turned in a gold-medal effort at
the WLAA conference meet and the
team’s 400 freestyle relay squad
that was third at the WLAA meet
and 17th at the Division 1 state meet.

“Susie is a great leader, both in

and out of the pool,” said Canton
coach Motly Raines. “She has
worked very hard. | am iooking for-
ward fo seeing her swimming career
continue.”

Rebecca Hurn, Jr., Liv. Stevenson

- (500 freestyle): The junior was a

WLAA finalist in both the 200- and
500 freestyles.

She placed fifth.in the 200 with a
season-best 2:05.35 (in the prefims)
and added a third in the 500
freestyle with a time of 5:29.43 (also
in the prelims). ‘

“Becky is a very hard worker and
does a great job anchoring our dis-
tance events,” Phill said. "We're
looking forward to a great senior
year from Becky.”

Katie Myers, Sr., Salem (100 back-

stroke): A captain, Myers was a
member of the Rocks' 200 mediey

relay team that finished second at
the WLAA meet. She finished 13th at
the WLAA conference meet in the
200 individual medley and fifth in

the 100 backstroke. Myers has com-.

piled an outstanding 3.58 GPA.
“Katie was a hard-working and

supportive teammate all four years

at Salem,” said Salem coach Chuck
Olson. “She is respected by her
teammates and coaches for her
effort and she is a stand-up person.

© . Salem

all-area positions

Ashley Aquinto

izabela Paszkowska

Canton Canton

Allison Goldsmith
Canton

Anna :Polkowski
Livonla Stevenson

Laura Landis

Becky Hurn
Livonia Stevenson

Marisa Gordon -
Livonia Stevenson

Susie Patrick
Canton

Katie Iﬁvers
Salem

* Alyssa Johnson

Afly Stencel Heather Michalsen
Salem Sa_!em Canton

Kim Heaney, Jr., Salem (100 2004 ALL-OBSERVER
breaststroke): Voted Salem's most IRLS swmmm;

improved swimmer this year,
Heaney was a state gualifier in the
100 breaststroke (24th place) and on
the Rocks 200 medley relay team,
which finished 15th. She earned sec-
ond in the 200 medley relay, ninth
in the 200 IM and fifth in the 100
breaststroke at the WLAA meet.
Heaney was selected to be a captain
for the Rocks in 2005.

“Kim has been exciting the past
three years at Salem working for a
spof on the team to becoming a

force in the WLAA conference and a.

competitive state competitor,” said
Salem coach Chuck Olson. "Kim is in
a position for her senior year to
really continue the success at the
state level. She also gets the job
done in the classroom (3.7 GPA).”

_ SECOND-TEAM RELAYS

Salem, 200 mediey (Kelsey
Lincoln, Jr; Kim Heaney, Jr.; Ashley
Aquinto, Sr.; Amanda Newman, Sr.):
The Rock foursome earned second
place at the WLAA conference meet
and 1oth at the Division 1 state meet.

“These student/athletes always
stepped up their competitiveness to
begin every meet,” said Salem
coach Chuck Oison. “Their success
was an inspiration for the entire
Salem team.”

Salem, 200 freestyle (Kate
Musson, Jr.; Ally Stencel, Soph.;
Heather Michalsen, Sr.; Amanda
Newman, Sr.); The quartet finished
3ist at the Division 1 state meet and
second at the WLAA conference
meet,

"“These four student/athietes indi-
wdualiy did not think of themselfves ..
as a ‘50" sprinter, but when they

teamed up, the results were always

positive,” said a_Iem coach Chuck
Olson C

Canton, 400 ‘freestyie {Susie -

Patrick, Sr.; lzabefa Paszkowska, Jr.;
Alyssa Johnson, Soph.; Allison
Schmitt, Fr.): The foursome placed
{7th at the Division 1 state meet and
third at the WLAA conference meet.

* "Again, another great team of
gitls,” said Canton coach Molly
Raines. “It is great to have such a
variety of ages. We worked hard and

had a great year that we'll never

forget.”

Greg Phill, Livonia Stever

FIRST-TEAM INDIVIDUALS

200 freestyle: Allison Schmitt, Fr., Canton,
200 individual medley: Laura Timson, fr.,
Stevenson.

50 freestyle: Jill Peterson, Soph.,
Westland John Glenn.

Diving: Ashiey Aquinto, Sr., Salem.

100 butterfly: Anna Potkowski, Soph.,
Stevenson.

100 freestyle: Marisa Gordon Jr,
Stevenson.

500 freestyle: Mary Shereda, Jr., Livonia
Churchill.

100 backstroke: Monica Pauza, Sr,,

" Stevenson,

100 breaststroke: Brynn Marecki, fr.,-
Stevenson.

FIRST-TEAM RELAYS

200-yard mediey:

Livonia Stevenson (Monica Pauza, St;
Brynn Marecki, fr.; Anna Pofkowski, Soph.;
Marisa Gordon, Jr.).

200 freestyie: Canton (lzabela
Paszkowska, Jr,; Laura Landis, Soph.; Susie
Patrick, Sr.; Alfison Schmitt, Fr.).

400 freestyle: Stevenson (Anna Polkowski,
Soph.; Monica Pauza, Sr., Brynn Marecki,
Fr. Marisa Gordon, Jr.).

SECOND-TEAM INDIVIDUALS

200 freestyle: Katie Gorman, Fr, Salem.
200 IM: Kelsey Lincoln, Jr,, Salem.

50 freestyle:

lzabeta Paszkowska, Jr., Canton.
Biving: Mina Pirzadeh, Jr, Canfon,

100 butterfly.

Altison Goidsmith, Sr., Canton.

- 100 freestyte: Susie Patrick, Sr, Canton. -

500 freestyle:

Rebecca Hurn, Jr., Stevenson. )
100 backstroke: Kate Myers, Sr., Salem. ~
100 breaststroke: Kim Heaney, Jr., Salem.

SECOND-TEAM RELAYS :
200 medley: Salem (Kelsey Lincoln, Jr.;
Kim Heaney, Jr, Ashiey Aquinto, Sr
Amanda Newman, Sr.).

200 freestyle; Sslem {Kate Musson, Jr;
Ally Stencel, Soph.; Heather Michalsen, Sr,
Amanda Newman, Sr). .

400 freestyte; Canton (Susle Patrick, Sr.;
lzabela Paszkowska, Jr., A!vssa Johnson
Soph.; Allison Schmitt, Fs .

COACH OF THE YEAR

' HONORABLE MENTION
Churcmil Sarah Timson; Caitlin I.arson

Mendﬁh Bajor;
Ladywood Kelley Hodges, Holly:Campbelt;
John Glent: Jaclyn Burgess; Wayne

Memorial: Katie Sweeney: Canton: Chelsea -

Seldon, Alyssa Johnson; Plymouth: Elaine
Lafayette, Alyssa Liakos, Emily Clanton,
Baah Knisely, Stephanie Goulet;

Salem: Sarah Bugosh, Elena Gueorguiev;
Redford Union: Rachael Rowe, Jessica
McAfee, Danielle Nyquist, Jill Thompson,
Maggie Brown; Garden City: Jessica
Zatewski, Lily Zahor, April Cupps, Altison
McDannell, Erica Heard; Redford Thurston:
Jdessica Kuhn, Corié Traver, Nicole
Tolentino, Desarae Hilyer, Keisey Balint. g
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~ Very ‘special’ win

Whalers' goals spark
victory over IceDogs

teams play in defeatmg the Mississauga
JceDogs, 5-1, in an Ontario Hockey League
game played Friday night before 3,233 at the
Compuware Sports Arena.

The Whalers went 2-for-8 on the power play
an added two short-handed goals to improve
their record to 10-11-4-2, good for third place in
¢ OHL's West Division, Plymouth is two

yoints behind second-place Sault Ste. Marie and
three points behind first-place Windsor.

Mississauga slipped to 11-9-6-1.

"John Mitchell, Tim Sestito, Jonas Fiedler,
Vaclav Meid! and John Vigilante all scored for
Plymouth. John Hecimovic scored the lone
Mississauga goal. Mitchell added two assists for
@ three-point night as the game’s first star.
Sestito and Vigilante, who each added an assist,
were the game’s second and third stars.

Hecimovic scored his ninth goal of the season
at 5:43 of the first period to give the IceDogs
their only lead of the game. Plymouth rebound-
ed 1:01 later on a short-handed goal by Mitchell,
who scored his ninth tally of the season ona
break-away.

‘With Vigilante in the penalty box at 11:51,

“The Plymouth Whalers used excellent special- .

Plymouth’s Mike Knight had a stellar game Friday nith
along with the rest of the Whalers, who defeated
Mississauga, 5-1.

Sestito scored another short-handed goal (his
seventh of the season) when his hard shot from
the left wing beat Mississauga goalie Dave
Shantz top shelf at 12:21.

Plymouth broke the game open with po Wer-
play goals in the second period by Fiedler and
Meidl. Vigilante finished the scoring with his
seventh goal of the season after taking a pass

from Mitchell.

Mississauga outshot Plymouth, 33-32.

ATTENTION: SERZONE USERS

*POSSIBLE LIVER DAMAGE*
As of May 19,2004 the anti-depressant drug, SERZONE,
will no longer be distributed by the manufacturer.
If you or a family member have suffered from liver
dysfunction, liver failure, or death related to the use of
SERZONE, you may have a claim.

ATTENTION: KNEE REPLACEMENT RECIPIENTS

Smith & Nephew have announced a recall of their Oxinium Genesis Il and
Oxinium Profix Il knee replacement systems.
~ Also, there have been reports of premature failures of the Johnson and
johnsonlDepuy Ultra High Molecular Weight Polyethylene knee and hip
prostheses. If you had your knee or hip replaced with one of these systems,
you may be entitled to a recovery.

CALL USTODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION:
JOSEPH P. DANIS, Esq.

CAREY & DANIS, L.L.C. 8235 Forsyth Blvd,, Ste. 1100, St. Louis, MO 63105
CALLTOLL FREE 24 HOURS 1-800-721-2519
www.careydanis.com
Firm also handles:*Asbestos {Mesothelioma)

*Crestor (Rhabdomyolysis/kidney problems) :
*Vioxx (Heart Attack, Blood Clots and Stroke)

QEBR7IH4S

CC goalie gets healthy at the Flyers' expense

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Iliness cost Ross Tashjian a
chance to play in either of .
Redford Catholic Central’s first
two games last week.

The junior goaltender finally
got his opportunity Wednesday,
and he might have felt a bit sick
— taking on his hometown
team, Farmington Unified,

Forty-five minutes and 16
saves later, bolstered by a high-
octane power play, Tashjian was
the winner in 2 7-0 rout over
the Flyers.

“It was Ross’ first game at
Catholic Central and he’s from
Farmington, so I'm sure he was
nervous before the game,” said
Shaimrocks head coach Todd
Johnson afterward. “But he’sa’
solid goalie and he showed that
tonight. He was in good posi-
tion, poised. They had some
good scoring chances in the first
seven minutes of the game
when it was still 0-C.”

Concurring was Flyers' head
coach Mark Vellucci, who cred-
ited Tashjian with coming up
big early on, whena .
Farmington goal could have led

to a different game altogether.
“We had a couple chances
early on but didn’t capitalize,”
Vellucci said. “Their goalie
made some nice saves, and they
came out and scored on two
power plays and pretty much
took us out of it.” )
Catholic Central (3-0) sup-
ported Tashjian with a balanced

offensive attack, featuring seven’

different goal scorers.

Getting it started midway
through the first stanza was a
power-play marker by junior
forward Dan Barczuk (one goal,
one assist), who beat Flyers’
starting goalie Brandon Glossop
on a play assisted by junior for-
ward Wade Lafever and senior

defenseman Colin Ronayne

(two assists). v

Five minutes later, also with
the extra man, the Shamrocks
scored when senior forward
Jason Lewarne (one goal, two
assists) took a pass from
Ronayne and beat Barczuk.

TWO FOR THE MONEY

Where the game got out of
hand for the Flyers (2-2) was
the second period.

Catholic Central killed off two
five-on-three situations and
made good on three power plays
to take a 5-0 lead into the third.
The Shamrocks outshot
Farmington Umﬁed 10-3 in the
stanza.

Catholie Central’s first goal of
the middle period was a strange
one. Senior forward Mychael -
Evans cleanly beat Barczuk, but
the referees did not see the puck
enter the goal, allowing play to
continue. Less than a minute
later, the Shamrocks scored
anyway, but the second goal
didn’t count — the first one did.
With the stoppage allowing a -«
review, Evans was ruled to have
scored. .

With 5:23 left in the second
Lewayne sent a tape-to-tape
pass across the slot to senior -
forward Mike Qakleaf (one goal,
one assist), who snapped the
puck into the Flyers’ net. -

The Shamrocks made good -
on yet another man advantage.
when, with 1:24 remainingin
the period, senior forward Chris
New (one goal, one assist)
deflected a shot high into the -
cage.
tsmith@oe.nomecomm,net | (734) 953 2106

Ask about our
BIRTHDAY
PARTY
PACKAGES

| Cpen Bowling
Speclai |

Buy 1 GAME
Get |

1 FREE GAME

feoupon onl
duting nm bow| ¥Ing

Exp. Jan 1, 2005

['N'COUNTRY L
1100 S. Wayne Rd. - Westland
Between Gherry HIII & Palmer

Doubles & Singles
Prize $, Mystery Game, Lucky Strike
Saturdays 10:30 pm
During the month of Dec. .
2 couples for the price of 1

OPEN BOWLING SPECIALS [

Mon. & Fri. 11 am - 6 pm $1.25 a game
Sun. Morn. 9 am - 3 pm $1.50 a game
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BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

The maintenance crew at
‘Belleville High School would
“be wise to add some extra rein-
forcement to the gymnasium’s
‘rims prior to the start of the
upcoming boys basketball sea-
‘son. o
. Based on the potential
-dunk-ability factor of the high-

- flying Tigers, those orange
‘eylinders are going to be.
“severely tested over the next
few months.

Although Belleville lost four
starters from last seasoh’s 19-6
squad that advanced to the
‘Class A quarterfinals, it will be

ave ball, will travel.I spent
the Thanksgiving holiday

4 %in Phoenix, Ariz. visiting
{riends and it was my first trip
4o this spectacular area, and it
Proved to be a wonderful expe-
Tience.

Bowling in
the desert
country is
pretty much

except for the
- fact that most
of the bowling
centers are
owned and
operated by
the AMF
Corp, which
‘ . boasts 16 cen-
Al ters in greater
; . Phoenix,
mson My host,
RN Craig Carter,
took meto AMF Shea Village
Lanes, located within a few
blocks of his house.

» Craig had not bowled for
about 30 years and he suspect-
ed that I would like to explore
the local bowling scene, so he
was eager to give it a try.

- He did not have a good first
game, but I was giving him
some very good coaching, and
by the second game he enjoyed

Ten Pin
Alley

likeitis here,

A_\'

e,

re-stocked with a nucleus of
solid seniors, stellar juniors
and three transfer students
that should give fourth-year
coach Mike Krogel incredible
depth.

The three transfers — 6-
foot-6 center Michael Gibson
and 6-5 forward DeMarcus
Boone —won't be at Krogel’s
disposal until January, so the
Tigers will be forced to play
“small ball” for its first four
games.

“In our scrimmages against
Novi and Rockford last week,
we didn't take care of the ball
real well and we weren’t as
patient offensively as I would
have liked us to be,” Krogel

a one-pin victory, 141-140.

‘ Bowling is a little more
expensive in Phoenix. We paid
$4 per bowler, per line and $4
for rental shoes.

1 also got to see a lot of sunny
southern Arizona including the
mountain towns of Jerome and
Sedona, while taking advantage
of the many scenic photo oppor-
tunities.

B Size matters.

All bowling balls are not cre-
ated equal. Some are larger
than others.

Recent tests by Ron :
Hickland, Ball Design engineer
with Ebonite International and
published in Pro Shop Insider
(fall 2004) indicated that there
can be a difference in perform-
ance based on the size of the
ball.

The actual size variation is in

very small increments, so.you or

I could not tell the difference by
Jjust Jooking.

The American Bowling
Congress and Women's
International Bowling Congress
maximum diameter is 8.595
inches, while minimum diame-

" ter is 8.500 inches:

Balls tested ranged from
8.585 to 8.510 inches in diame-
tex

This may not seem iike mnuch

 BARBARA

Guardian and
Dworces / Family

30150 TELEGRAPH ROAD
SUITE 444

| - BINGHAM FARMS, MI 48025

J. SAFRAN

Qj ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

* Probate / Elder Law

Conservatorship
Law / Juvenile Law

(248) 290-2990
FAX (248) 290-2992

OCEO828412

'SPECIAL

Make your
. reservations today!
- 1-877-2-EAGLE-2
. ww.w.soqringeaglecgslno‘com

Room Tate is vaild mult

. So You're Getting An Extra Special Holiday Gift!

VALID DECEMBER 13, 14 & 15

Opry show tickets valid January 11, 2005. Certain restrictions apply. Offer
-based on single or double occupancy and avallability. Subject to change or
cancellation at any time.

ROOM PACKAGE

— per room, per night =

Let The Good Times Soar!

] M. Pleasant, Mt
ple nights, December 13, 14 & 15, 2()04. Grand Ole

Call 1-877-2-EAGLE-2 for more details.

° B Center Cut Rib
PORKCHOPS,,..,.'..aszs‘li.

sa1d “But the klds are still
learning to play together, so we
should be okay.

“One thing that came out of
the scrimmages that pleased
me was how well our back-up
players have developed. We
had a pretty good idea of who
was starting, but now we know
that we have some depth, tco.”

Graduated from last year's
outstanding unit that lost to
Detroit Redford in the elite
eight are starting point guard
Tyler Jones, who is playing
football at Eastern Michigan
University; 6-6 center Rob
Igbawua, who is filling the
paint for Wayne State’s basket-
ball team; shooting guard

Bowling doesn't dry up in the

and I won'’t get into all the
details, but the balls were tested
by a pro bowler, a mega-buck

-amateur and a high average

league player.

~ Balls were thrown on both
wood and synthetic lanes using
a sport condition oil, a short
house and a long oil house pat—
terns.

“The smaller the ball, the
lower the pins flew; pro Jason
Queen said. “It cut through the
pins and carried better (the
8.510 model). The ball felt best
in my hand, like a softball and it
carried the best by far.

According to the mega-buck
amateur, “the 8.550 ball hit
harder than the 8.585 ball, but
less than the 8.510 ball. The
8.510 ball carried the best and
hit the hardest.

And for the high average
bowler: “I really liked the way
the smaller ball rolled off my
hand and carried the pins. It
had a very angular entry into
the pocket, which was very pre-
dictable. The ball with the 8.595
diameter felt like it stretched
my hand and was hard to rev
up »

Overall they all agreed that

Eddie Miller, who is playing
for Concordia College; and
Andre Olden. .

“We have a pretty strong
junior class this year and we
have two seniors who saw a lot
of action last year,” said Krogel,
who coached 20 years at
Woodhaven before taking over
the reins at Belleville prior to
the 2000-01 season.

The two upperclassmen who. .
saw ample playing time last
year are 5-11 swingman Isaac
Kindell and 6-1 shooting guard
Josh Samarco. Kindell dis-
played his outstanding athleti-
cism for the Tigers’ football
team in the fall, scoring a
team-high 10 touchdowns
while anchoring the team’s
‘defensive backfield. “Isaac
came Off the bench last year
and played great defense,”
Krogel said. “He'll actually play

desert

the smaller ball carried better.

Some manufacturers use a
slightly larger diameter to allow
for resurfacing.

As a result of the test, it
appears that size does matter,
and they will continue to test -
the different size balls on a
more formalized basis to collect
more data and eventually place
it into the ma.nufacturmg
process.

B Last Tuesday night the Az-
Zahir Hakim fund-raiser was
held at Thunderbowl Lanes
with loads of local celebrities
and athletes on hand to help
raise money for the struggling
Detroit Lions. Just kidding, it
was really for the Lions wide
receiver’s pet charity, the '
Children's Visitation Program

(CVP) to benefit the children of -

parents who are incarcerated.
Az-Zahir's commitment is per-
sonal because his own father is
in a federal institution and he
knows only too well what it's
like for these children.

Al Harrison is a resident of Livonia and
a director of the Greater Detroit
Bowling Association. He can be reached
at (248) 477-1839,

Gasino Simiile Sewme
Get a $20 Value for only $15!

Pay only $15 for your casino shuttle ride and you'll receive
$15 in FREE SLOT PLAY and LUNCH’ at Grand River Deli

Bay City
‘Brighton
Clinton Twp.
Clio
Eastpointe

Flint -
Jackson

For locations and reservations call
Biue Lakes Charters & Tours:

1-866-2ROLLEM
(866-276-5536)

|Lansing
Livonia
Monroe
Pontiac
Roseville
Saginaw
Southfield

Southgate
St. Clair Shores
Sterling Heights

Toledo
Troy
Westland
Ypsilanti -

*Receive a caupon far a free regular sandwich and beverage

at the Grand River Dell, or $5 off at Classics Buffet.

mﬂmﬁﬂﬂy

CASIROD
motorcitycasino.com

Loin
'PORK CHOPS........
FROM OUR GARDEN

POINSETTIAS

OUR PLANTS ARE
GROWN JUST FOR US

USDA GRADE-A »
Bone-in &

lit
|cHicKEN BREASTS

b INEPECTED SEAROOD USDA GRADE A |

Make your sausage early
Whole Pork Shoulder

BUTTS................’ 9,

Ground Frae

_ frofnséwto 5189 ?ea :H

nment. L.L.GC.
Entertainment. L.L.C. All v

CORN FED SELECT BEEF
Aliourribs'have  Prime Cut Beef

A Gl RIB ROAST

Bones are
'

cut away
& tled
back e

Extra Large Tail-On
COOKED SHRIMP:

Rim-rattlers

small forward for us 4t least
the first four games, then he'll
switch to guard when we get
bigger after the break. Josh is a
real good shooter.”

They will be joined in the
starting line-up by senior Anre
Partee, a 5-9 point guard, jun-
iotr Tommy Clark, a 6-4 junior
forward, and fellow 6-4 j Junior
forward Leon Freeman, who is
one of the top 11th-grade
cagers in Michigan, according
to many prep basketball
experts.

“Leon is our only starter
back from last season,” Krogel
said. “He’s going to play for-
ward for us, but he can knock
down the three, slash to the
basket and post up.

“Tomimy was up on varsity at
the beginning and end of last
year, He's a very athletic player
who can rebound and take the

 ball to the hole. He averaged *

over 20 points a game for our -
_]umor varsity team.” %
Juniors who will give the
Tigers potency off the bench -
include 6-0 Carlos Clark, 6-2.
Mike Donaldson and 6-3 "=
Stephone Frederick, all for-
wards. .
“Carlos brings a lot of tough~
ness to our team,” Krogel said.
Other subs include Ali Allen.
(6-0 junior), Dujuan Roberts,
Ken Saylor, Josh Lemons and ¥
Caril Dail. ’
“The Mega Red is gomg o -
be very tough this year,” Krogel'
said. “Ypsilanti is probably '
going to be the team to beat. -

- Romulus is young like us, but

they should be very good, too.*
And River Rouge and Willow ~
Run always give us good 5
games.”

ewright®oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953- 2108 P

The Gift of Excttement

'GLIDER RIDES
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Still the most exciting gift you can give...EVERYONE remembers this gift forever!
Thousands of people have enjoyed these truly exciting beautiful rides over the
Grand River of lonia. Gift Certificates Availahle.

Standard Ride, 2,500 HEIght..covevv v 355
Standard Ride, 5,000 Hight........o.connrevriivensionnnerenn $110
Standard Ride, 10,000 HBIgNt......covvvcerr i $190
High Performance Ride, 2,500 Height.......eeeievienivensenaneniionne $70
“High Performance Ride, 5,000 Height......coooconccenrvnnnrcermncrenns $130
High Performance Ride, 10,000 MBL Height........cc..c0rrv... $230

THE FLEDGING

A three flight package to introduce learning to fly a glider..............

$220 |

Benz Aviation Services, Gllder
Rides, Glider Tralning,
Rentals@Towing, A|rplane
Tralning, Private - Commerclal,
Aircraft Maintenance, Aerial
Signs, Aviation Fuel - T00LL,

BENZ AVIATION

1-800-527-9070
lonia County Airport 3147 South State Road, lonia, Mi 48846

Hangers Flying without an engine since 1968
OEes7a172 www.benzaviation.com

packages include all meals, drinks and watersports. *

taxes up to 3110 &
subject to avaitability and change witl
Prnmouonal prices advemsed may be avaifable for a [imite

USDA GRADE A

PRICES GOOD DECEMBER 6TH - DECEMBER 12TH

CORN FED SELECT BEEF
11

eef But
TENDERLOlNﬁ. e
FILLET STEAKS.... 13

Whole Beef

NY STRIP LOINS

Prices are per ferson including rourd-trip al from Detroit on USA 3000, Ryan Intemational, Condor or scheduted carriers, "Al- lncluswe

“Inclusive” packages include meals and drinks. Included watersports may :
matorizd” onky, Hofel packeges aln include accommodations {besed on double occupancy, transfers and hotel baggage handling, holel
taxes, fuel surchar ézas and the services of an Apple Rep . *Prices do not include passenger facility chargas, dey aure & immigration -
50 per segment Seﬁtember 11 security fes. For buokings within 14 days of departure, ad
nut notice and a(}:piy o select departure days and durations within a spacl ind date range.

time only. Restrictions, Ylackout dates and surcharges may apply. Price:
e capagity contrallad. See the Fair Trade Contract™ ©Apple Yacations 2004,

HOT Days &
Sizzling Nights!

An ideal climate with almost
guaranteed sunshine beckons
travelers to Acapulco’s sprawling
shores where watersports
abound, romance fiourishes: ..k
and the party never ends.
Forever Acapulco!

Camino Reai Acapulco
Diamante 5% B
FRan 728 Tris seen “BTOM |
Includes 1 FREE night! "

Hotel Continental Emporio
Acapulco 6@
FR,Jan7-28 7nts $996° ‘949"’
Inclusive! includes 1 FREE night!

Cal- Passageways Travel 1

1-888-532-0420 |

BEYOND YOUR EXPECTATIONS

$10 er erson. Prices

FROM OUR DELI

usser's y 1
oney Cured.........sso?ﬁ"f
ipari Old Time y
gt Pepper Cheese. .$33

GROUND FRESH HOURLY
Ground Beef from

amily Pac™=
-5 Ibs
HOLIDAY ORDERS

PLEASE ORDER EARLY!
Amigh Turkeys — All Sizes |

Prime Cut Rib Roasts " {

- Beef Tenderloing

- Pork Crown Roast

Spiral Hams

Pork/Veal City Chickens
-PartyTrays
LAST DAY TO ORDER DEC. 20 _

1986228030



http://www.soaringeaglecaslno.Gom
http://www.benzaviation.com
http://WWW.tiobsofcantoR.cat

PanCAN
makes a
difference

n September of 2004, 1
was diagnosed with .
pancreatic cancer. This
diagnosis would send me
on a road I had never been
down before,

I was diagnosed once
before with another can-
cer, testicular, some 14
years ago. The difference
was that testicular cancér,
asbad asitis,isnota
death sentence; people
rarely die of the disease,
However, pancreatic can-

cer is different, with a BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
mortality rate of 99 per- STAFF WRITER
cent.

After being diagnosed at hildren’s books make great gifts for the
the University of : olidays, especially when they have a
Michigan, I realized the Michigan connection. Some such as Lost

.only short-term care was a
critical surgery known as
the “Whipple” procedure.
This removes about half of
the pancreas and much of

the surrounding organs Polar Express by Grand Rapids native Chris Van
and tissue. ~ Allsburg which won the 1986 Caldecott Medal,
After researching and and Sams’ Stranger in the Woods, on The New
interviewing surgeons, I York Times best seller holiday list for four years.
ended up at the Mayo This year’s crop of authors create worlds of
Clinic in Rochester, Minn, imagination to mesmerize kids as well as adults. :
I have then followed the Ever wonder where Petoskey stones come from?
surgery up with several Anne Margaret Lewis, who grew up in Southfield,
months of chemotherapy embroiders a new detail onto the Ojibwe Sleepmg
and have now broken the Bear legend. .
one-year barrier of sur-
vival. -LUCY AND TOO MANY CATS
I still hold out hope I ,
will be in that 1 percent Barbara Walsh with illustrator Aaron;Rusch
who beat the odds. tells about an adventure with too many cats
When I was diagnosed, after her son-in-law left

there was no support
made available to us in
regards to other patients

with pancreatic cancer or ¢ “Ikept saying too many
their families. I have been ¢ cats, kiddingly. I thought I
very lucky to have strong have to write this down,”

- support from family, said Walsh, who by day
friends and my church. works with brain injury

Then, a couple of
months ago, my wife
found an organization
called PanCAN on the
Internet. We saw there
was an upcoming sympo-
sium on pancreatic cancer
rsr‘\ erly Hills, Calif.

Upon arrival the first
day, we were overwhelmed
at the support offered by
this great organization to
pancreatic patients and
caregivers. We were able
to attend seminars with
the top researchers in the

Livonia home,
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Barbara Wals
. antics of fiy

h captures the
e cats living in her

in the Woods by Carl R. Sams II and Jean
Stoick teach life lessons. Others like
Barbara Walsh’s Lucy and Too Many Cats are
just fun, springing from true incidents occurring
in her Livonia home. Some are evergreen like The

three of them with her to
fight in Iraq. Walsh already
had two cats of her own.

www.hometownlife.com

patients as a medical case
manager for Laurel Park
Rehabilitation. “At the txme, ,
my son’s little girl was going to be born and they
picked out the name Lucy.

“The thing about war you don't realize is what peo-
ple have to give up. They have to give up their homes.
The family gets displaced, little animals. After he
returned one of their cats ended up staying so now I

have three. My son-in-law and daughter went and got
another one. My other son has three, and another son

has three. We're a 12-cat family”

Lucy and Too Many Cats is available online from www:amazon.com

and wwwbamesandnoble com,

LOST IN THE WOODS

WINTER'S GIFT

At Sleeping Bear Press in Chelsea, Adam
Rifenberick is excited about Winter’s Gift, a

holiday story by Jane Monroe Donovan of
Pinckney. The story centers around a man
grieving for his wife.

“It’s a very touching story,” said
Rifenberick. “He’s feeling hopeless. Then

one night he hears a ne1gh1ng outside. Its a

pregnant mare, He gives the horse a place

to sleep. In the morning she gives birth to a

foal with a star on its forehead.”

orld of imagination
* Michigan authors T

mesmerize k:ds as
well as adults

Anne Margaret Lewis signs copies of her books 1-2 p.m. today at Borders in Birmingham.

field and hear of the wide The star is a symbol of the decoration the
range of clinical trials Carl Sams IT and his wife, Jean Stoick, spent years photographing the man’s wife used to place on top of the
being held across the deer in Kensington Metropark to come up with their new book, Lost in Christmas tree. Many of the books pub-
country. the Woods. lished by Sleeping Bear have hidden A ri
With PanCAN, there is “It’s all about patience and trust that s meaning. Set in the Revolutionary War, a bgo ekw"q man finds the hope to go on
hope, as I was able to meet the mother is going to come back and Searlet Stockings Spy tells the story of a ok by Jane Monrog Donoyan, m

others that have survived
up to nine years with this

the fawn is waiting,” said Sams, a

Milford resident. “The reason we did

young girl helping her brother, a soldier

for the colonies. The way she arranges her wash

horrible disease. this is because everywhere around the tells him the size and the number of British ships in the harbor. It is the

PanCAN offers multiple country people pull fawns out of the first book in the series Tales of Young Americans. The second, A Friend on
layers of help to the pan- woods and think they're abandoned. Freedom River about a young boy who aids a family of runaway slaves,
creatic patient, family and They don't realize her scent draws will be released early next year.
friends. PALS (Patient and predators to the fawn. She has to rely For more information, visit www.sleepingbearpress.com or call (800)
Liaison Services) offers on the fawn’s spots to defend itself 877-4253. Books can also be found at Borders and Barnes and Noble
support for both patients .until the legs are strong enough to stores, and online at amazon.com.
and families as they go run from predators.” FIRST PAGE PUBLICATIONS
through the journey the Sams and Stoick never spent very ‘
disease takes them. long with the fawns (yes, th<?y used C:é :' f:m il and Jean stojck never o o ' e
PanCAN also offers more than one) because their scent &y Weig y 'gnq With the fawns when Joe Aller, owner of the Livonia self-publishing business, offers a variety
resear_ch grants to fund draws predators. _ Rew book Photographing them fora Aof ideas for gift giving this season. His cho§ces 1ncluc1e The Winter Spirit,
those in search of a cure, “The key for us was finding the oo 0k because thejr scant the story of a boy who finds Santa Claus’ diary (by Gina Joseph, illustrator

There are also support premature fawn. We photographed racts predato Maxwell Heiderer); The Peanut Pickle on how a child with peanut aller-

items that may be pur-
chased on the Web site
(pancan.org) to garner
recognition of the organi-
zation. PanCAN also offers
a once-a-year symposium
and fund-raising gala that
honors those surviving the
disease, holds face-to-face
meetings with those who
are the leaders in
researching a cure and
allows survivors and care-
givers to meet and discuss
common issues. The gala
also raises much-needed
funds and recognizes
those leading the fighting
against this disease.

Pancreatic cancer is it took nearly two dozen trained stu- tions. You're multi-tasking, doing 8,000  University. “These are simple things
responsible for more than dents and staff to run the television stu-  things at once and making it a show that are very important for people in the
30,000 deaths each year dio at Madonna University in Livonia. people can enjoy and understand.” business.”

in the U.S. and is the most
fatal type of cancer in exis-
tence.

No early detection
methods have been devel-
oped, and on average only
$779 is spent per patient
on research, the lowest of
any leading cancer.

-PanCAN is working to
change these statistics.

Bryce Dixon was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer Sept. 17, 2003,
He is a Canton resident.

ones starting about the third week of

May. The earliest fawn was born around May 14The

fawn on the cover is only about 3 to 4 pounds. The mom tries to keep
them clean. Being born scentless, I've seen hunting dogs run right by -
them,” said Sams, who will sign books 1-3 p.m. Dec. 11 at Arborland
Borders in Ann Arbor; 2-4 p.m. Dec. 12 at Novi Borders, and 7-9 p.m.
Dec. 15 at Brighton Borders. For more mformatmn or to purchase books,

call (800) 552-1867.

gies survives the holidays (by Jessica Ureel of Rochester); Let’s Go to
Chicago by Karen Dean, an Ann Arbor artist and author, and Where Do
Baby Teeth Go by Northville resident Denise Jenkins, illustrated by her
husband, Walt Jenkins, about the tooth fairy who lives in the golden
tower on top of the Fisher Building. Call (734) 525-1900 or visit
www.firstpagepublications.com,

PLEASE SEE AUTHORS, €3

Students shoot for positions behind the scenes

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Two years ago Seth Grass had no idea

Three semesters later the video commu-
nication major is one of three students
taking their turn at directing Madonna
Magazine, a talk show dired on local
cable. Homeschooled through his early
years, the 18-year old senior is on the
fast track to a successful career. But
before Grass went behind the scenes, he
had to learn to run a camera and audio
board.

“It’s very hands-on. We get to use and
do every position,” said Seth Grass, who
grew up in Livonia. “The first time I
directed a show it was a nutrition pro-
gram where we had three guests. I had

to be confident. You want to make it
seem you have all of the answers even if
you don’t. It went pretty smoothly. I
credit students for knowing their posi-

Chuck Derry makes a point of teach-
ing students all of the JObS they need to

know to land a position in the broadcast. .

business. Derry earned his first hand
experience during 35 years as stage
manager and director for Channel 7
news and Kelly & Co. In 1973, he put
together the first TV studio at Madonna
University and started teaching TV pro-
duction. Today students tape 15 shows a
semester which are aired once a week
on CIND, the Catholic cable station in
40 southeast Michigan communities.
“We want them to do stuff so when
they get out into the real world they

know what the director is talking
about,” said Derry, adjunct professor
and advisor for the television and video
communications program at Madonna

Like Grass, producing a television = .
show was overwhelming for Gene
Hugnagel. At age 48, the Garden City
resident is just returning to school after
a career with the U.S: Navy Seals.
Camaraderie in the Madonna studio
reminds him of days where teamwork
was essential 1o completing a successful
mission,

“If someone’s having a problem every-
one helps because everyone wantsa .
quality show;” said Hugnagel. “Everyone
takes care of each other. I love show :

PLEASE SEE SCENES, €3 Jean Stoick.

Seth Grass places a microphone on guest Carl
Sams Il before taping ‘Madonna Magazine.' At
left is student Bobby Breen and Sam’s wife,
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