
Celebration Chic 
Holiday party clothes 
hair and makeup. 

This week in 

© b s m i t 

JSH 
Michigan authors 
mesmerize kids as 
well as adults. 

T h e ho! i i 
:s h e r e SHE 

seasot 

P lease join us by 
bringing donations of 
new toys and canned 
or boxed food to our 
office at 794 S. Main 
in Plymouth, during 
business hours, 8:30 
a.m. t o 5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. 

The items will be 
collected until Friday, 
Dec. 10, when we'll 
turn them over to the 
good folks at the 
Plymouth Salvation 
Army. They'll distrib-
ute the donations to 
needy people in 
Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville and 
Belleville. 

When you bring 
your donations to the 
office, we'll ask you to . 
leave your name and j 
hometown, so we can/ 
recognize your gen-
erosity in the paper/ 
Of course, you're per-
fectly able to remain 
anonymous if yo/pre-
fer. 

For more info/ma-
tion, give us a/all at 
(734) 459-2700. 
Happy holidays, and 
please keep^ur Cheer 
Club in mini 

Cantor's Jungle 
Java is/j dropoff site 
for the/annual U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve 
Toys fbr Tots program. 
Just/oring in an 
unw/apped toy any 
da^through Dec. 15, 
and receive one free 
child's admission to 
Jungle Java, good for 
Dec. 6, 7, 8, or 13,14 
and 15. 

Drop the toys in one 
of the boxes at the 
front of Jungle Java, 
located at 6481 
Canton Center Road. 
All the toys collected 
will be distributed to 
less fortunate children 
across the metro 
Detroit area. 
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anymore' 
Districts marshal forces to battle 
lawmakers over school funding 

BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

"Go to the window and shout as loud 
as you can: 'I'm mad as hell and I"m not 
going to take it anymore!'" 

It was a call to action straight out of 
Hollywood delivered to more than 500 
school supporters who filled the audito-
rium of Edsel Ford High School 
Thursday evening. 

The group of school officials and par-
ents representing the 34 school districts 

in Wayne County were there to hear 
what needs to be done to get the state 
legislature to fix Proposal A. 

"The schools are taking a hit for the 
decisions being made in Lansing," said 
Doug Pretty, Allen Park superintendent 
and president of the Wayne County 
School Superintendents Association. 
"They're telling us it's our problem. 
We're asking you to get a message to 
Lansing. Tell them our schools are too 
important to be run into the ground like 
this. Our children are too important. 

Let's make them understand that our 
kids count." 

The meeting, "Our Kids Can't Wait -
Fair Funding for Schools," was spon-
sored by the Tri-County Alliance for 
Public Education, Wayne County School 
Superintendents Association, Wayne 
County Association of School Boards, 
Wayne County Regional Educational 
Service Agency and Michigan Parent 
Teacher Student Association. 

Plymouth-Canton Schools 
Superintendent James Ryan, whose dis-
trict is one of many struggling with a . 
dwindling budget, thought he was going 
to hear some solid discussion about 
what's wrong with Proposal A and 
school funding. 

And, while he said he did hear much 

of what he expected, he also heard that 
school administrators aren't going to be 
able to affect much change. That will 
have to come, Ryan said, from taxpayers 
themselves. 

"If they said it once they said it 20 
times: 'Until we start hearing from vot-
ers we don't believe there's a crisis in 
funding education,'" Ryan said. "We 
(administrators) can yell all we want 
(but) voters need to let legislators know." 

Ryan said his district has already 
started doing that, scheduling one-on-
one meetings with John Stewart, R-
Plymouth Township, and Phil LaJoy, R-
Canton. 

PLEASE SEE FUNDING, A9 

a 

TOM HAWLEY I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Canton resident Sam Shock, 4, suffers from autism. His parents are holding a fund-raiser Saturday to help pay for his therapy sessions, which 
more than $30,000 next year. 

cost 

BY KURT KUBAN 

STAFF WRiTER 

Last Deceit • c r Terri Shock got the 
best Christmas gift she ever received 
when her son, Sam, spoke his first word. 
Better yet, the word was "Mom." 

While this would be a significant 
moment for any parent, it meant so 
much more for Terri and her husband, 
Joe, because Sam was 3 years old at the 
time, and suffering from autism. 

Actually, Sam speaking that first word 
was just one sign of major developmen-

ents enrolled birr; into a program at 
Beaumont Hospital's HOPE Center in 
Berkley. Still, hearing him say "Mom" 
for the first time was like music to Terri 
Shock's ears. 

"His first word was just unbelievable. 

PLEASE SEE AUTISM, A6 

" F - BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFFi WRITER 

/ A hand-written sign on the 
: front door of Discount Beverage, 
in the Golden Gate Shopping 
Center on Lilley Road just south 
of Jby, reads: "Our liquor is at the 
lowest price set by Mich, state." 

Most customers may not 
understand why the sign is there, 
but store owner Gautam Patel 
and manager Noreen Collet 
know. They're afraid that, in the 
eyes of the consumer, perception' 
may become reality. 

The sign is in response to a bill 
signed into law last week by Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm that takes the 
cap off retail liquor prices in 
Michigan. 

Under the old law, the 
Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission dictated the retail / 
price of liquor in the state since / 
the end of Prohibition. The n e w / 
law, which was introduced as leg-

islation by state Rep. Sal Rocca, 
R-Sterling Heights, won't allow 
retailers to sell liquor for less 
than the price set by the LCC, but 
they can raise it however much 
they want. 

And that's why people like 
Patel and Collet worry about per-
ception. 

"The problem is people assume 
that since you are allowed to do it 
that you're going to raise the 
price on alcohol and get what you 
can get out of it," Collet said. 
"They figure small stores are the 
first ones that are going to jump 
on it. Most people assume that 
the large stores and discount 
clubs are already discounting 
liquor, even though you're not 
allowed to lower that price under 

/the law." 

Patel and Collet say they have 
no plans to raise the price of 
liquor in their store, but they're 
still concerned about that percep-
tion problem. 

They even sent an e-mail to 
Granholm protesting the change 
in the law and requesting a meet-
ing with the governor to present 
their case. 

Michigan is one of about 18 
states with liquor price-control 
laws. So why not just take the 
price controls off altogether? 

"You could try," Collet said, "but 
you're always going to have the 
situation like the gas station 
wars. Someone is going to try to 
go lower than you, yet you still 
have to pay the light bills because 
electricity hasn't gone down any." 

She also figures that if 
Michigan stores raise their prices 
on liquor by much that will just 
send people out of state. 

"Right now you have all of 
these people running down to 
Ohio for cigarettes," she said. "If 
the prices start going up, they'll 
be going down for liquor." 

jglaOaen@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

HEATHER ROUSSEAU 

Christmas officially came to Canton Wednesday night with theannu-
al lighting of the township's Christmas tree at Summit on the Park. 
Activities were held both Wednesday and Thursday nights. More than 
500 people showed up for the two nights of festivities that included 
performances by the St. Thomas a'Becket bell choirs, carriage rides, 
holiday cartoons, and plenty of hot chocolate. Outgoing trustees 
John Burdziak and Bob Shefferly threw the light switch. 

la. 

students for success 
BY JAC.K GLADDEN 

S T A F P f R I T E R 
K 
\ 

Area students will-get a chance 
to experience some firsthand \ 
career opportunities next year, \ 
thanks, in part, to grants from the 
Canton Chamber of Commence. 

At last week's monthly chamber 
luncheon, Fiegel Elementary 
School was given a check for $500 
to help students simulate career 
opportunities and the Plymouth-
Canton and Wayne-Westland 
school districts were each given 
checks for $250 to help fund bus 
transportation for students to 
Automotive Education Day at 

January's North American 
International Auto Show at Cobo 
Arena. 

It's all part of a new program 
initiated by the chamber's educa-

\ tion committee to bring the busi-
\ ness and education communities 

closer together. 
, "In the past, the chamber has 

given $1,000 as a scholarship to 
sortie students" Christine Dail, 
chaiWoman of the education com-
mittek told chamber members. 
"We hate decided to change that 
$1,000 tb a grant instead. The 
mission w^see is to strengthen the 
ties betweei\the business commu-

nity and the educational institu-
tions in this community." 

Dail said that the chamber 
hopes to get more contributions 
from the business community in 
the future. 

"The vision is not only to keep it 
at $1,000, but we'd like to see that 
$1,000 grow," she told the cham-
ber. 

She said the whole idea behind 
the grant program is to get busi-
nesses to donate funds for educa-
tional purposes. 

The money given to Fiegel will 

PLEASE SEE CHAMBER. A2 

Coming Thursday in Filter 

Icy is in 
Take on the wi ld winter 

weather at the Detroit Zoo 
where holiday activi t ies are 
apfentyand the polar bears 

'• are super feisty. 
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AROUND CANTON 

WINTER LUNCHEON 

Schoolhouse Montessori of 
Canton will be hosting its 
annual Winter Program and 
International Luncheon on 
Dec. 11 f rom 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Discovery Middle School in 
room 305. The program will 
feature a children's perform-
ance and is followed by an 
luncheon where families will 
share tradit ional family 
recipes representing their 
country of origin. 

The school, which opened in 
2001, provides early childhood 
education. More than 130 
families a t tend the school, rep-
resenting cultures from five 
different continents. 

Discovery is located at 
6215 Canton Center Road. For 
more information call (734) 
416-1849. 

GIFTED PROGRAM 

Van Buren Public Schools is 
accepting referrals for possible 
placement in its Gifted 
Program for t h e 2005-06 
school year. Eligible students 
must be in grades K-7. 

The program, which services 
students in grades 1-8, is 
designed for academically gift-
ed and highly motivated stu-
dents. The program stresses a 

combination of acceleration 
• and enrichment . There is a 
high level of academic work, a 
rapid instructional pace, and 
many opportunities to delve 
more deeply into subject mat -
ter. 

Some of the characteristics 
to look for are: 

• A long at tention span 
• Heightened sensitivity 
• Intense curiosity 
• Resistance to routine and 

drill 
• A strong sense of fairness 
• Concern with issues "too 

old" for h is /her age 
Forms are available in all 

Van Buren elementary and 
middle schools, and the 
administrat ion building. All 
forms must be completed and 
returned by Jan . 188, 2005 to 
your school principal, or sent 
directly to: 

Barbara Woody, G/T 
Coordinator, Nor th Middle 
School, 47097 McBride, 
Belleville, M I 48111. 

For more information call 
Barbara Woody at (734) 697-
6370. 

THEATER AUDITIONS 

Auditiojis for the DuBois 
Theatre production df the 
Broadway musical You're a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown will 
be held on Jan . 5 and 6 in the 
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DuBois Theat re at Canton 
High School f r o m 3-6 p.m. 
There will be an audit ion 
workshop held at the same 
location on Dec. 15 where 
those interested can learn the 
music and learn audit ion tips. 

If you can't make the work-
shop, contact Mrs. Henry at 
Canton High School beginning 
Dec. 15. She will provide audi-
tion packets. 

SLEIGH BELLS 

The Canton Concert Band 
will present its holiday con-
cert, A Sleigh-Ride 
Celebration, on Saturday, Dec. 
11, at 7:30 p.m. at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill, located 
at 5 0 4 0 0 Cherry Hill Road. 
The band will be playing an 
evening of classic holiday 
favorites. 

Tickets are $8, and are 
available at the Summit , locat-
ed at 4 6 0 0 0 Summi t Parkway. 

For more information, call 
(734) 394-5460, or go online 
to www.cantonband.com. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Lee and Noel Bittinger 
Team at R E / M A X is offering 
three scholarships, each in the 
amount of $1,000, for local 
high school seniors tha t are 
planning to a t tend a college or 
university in t h e fall o f 2 0 0 5 . 

To apply for t h e scholarship, 
entrants mus t submit a short 
essay (not to exceed three 
pages, double-spaced with a 12 
pt. font) t ha t address the fol-
lowing question: Describe how 
someone in your life has influ-
enced you in a positive way 
and changed your life? 

All submissions mus t 
include name, address and 
phone number of entrant , high 
school they at tend, and college 
or university they plan to ' 
a t tend in the fall. All submis-
sions mus t be received by Dec. 
31, 2004 . They should be sent 

to The Bittinger Team, 43435 
Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187-

"The Plymouth/Canton 
community has supported us 
for over 20 years. The 
Bittinger Team Scholarship is 
jus t one of the ways that we 
can say thank you by giving 
back t o our community," Noel 
Bittinger said. "This is our way 
of paving the way for a ' 
stronger, happier future for 
the next generation." 

For more information, con-
tact the team at (734) 459-
1010, or e-mail Bittinger at 
noelbittinger @ remax.net. 

MAKE IT-TAKE IT PARTY 

Kids ages 5 and older can 
make a special gift for holiday 
giving Dec. 11 at the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council. 

Class is f rom 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
so br ing a lunch and be ready 
with create wonderful art and 
play some games during this 
fun-filled day. Participants will 
even make the wrapping and 
have it all decorated to take 
home. 

The cost is $ 4 0 for PCAC 
members, $45-for non-mem-
bers. Class size is limited. To 
register or for more informa-
tion, call the Arts Council at 
(734)416-4278. 

LUNCH WITH SANTA 

Santa won't need his rein-
deer when he visits the Roman 
Forum on Saturday, Dec. 11. 
He will be arriving by helicop-
ter instead at the 'restaurant 's 
annual lunch with Santa 
event. 

For $7, the Forum is offering 
all the pizza you can-eat, plus 
salad and soft drinks. Kids will 
get the chance to talk and take 
one photo with Santa. Each 
additional photo is $1. 

The restaurant is located at 
41601 Ford Road. Santa is set 
to arrive at 10:45 a.m., and 
will be there unti l 2 p.m. 

Christine Dail of the Canton Chamber of Commerce hands a $500 chetk to 
Fiegel Elementary fourth-grade teacher Barb Toth. 

Read Taste for hot new recipes 

A l o w O p e n . . 
Say good-bye to stressful menu planning, 
grocery shopping, food preparation and 
kitchen tiean-up.,, 

CHAMBER 
FROM PAGE A1 

help sponsor a program for 
2 0 0 third- through fifth-grade 
students in conjunction with 
Experiencia, an educational 
company in Taylor. 

The idea is to expose stu-
dents to career opportunit ies 
through a classroom curricu-
lum for 30 days, t hen give 
t hem one day at Experiencia 
where they get hands-on prac-
tice in a simulated setting. 

The third-grade s tudents will 
study science before they visit 
Experiencia, where they will 
become scientists for a day. 

Fourth- and fifth-graders 
will study a business curricu-
lum, then will spend their day 
at Exchange City, where they 
will be anything f r o m a baker 
to a mayor for a day. 

Fiegel teacher Barb Toth, 
who accepted the check f r o m 
Dail, said she has already start-
ed using the curriculum. 

In dealing with scarcity and 
abundance, she said, she had 
five Rice Krispie treats, th ree 
Tootsie Roll Pops and one 
candy cane. Students had a 
chance to bid for the items, b u t 
the only thing they had to bar -
gain with were minutes of 
recess. 

"Some kids bid 17 minutes 
for a Rice Krispie treat, some 
bid 23 minutes," she told t h e 

chamber audieneev "Thfen \ve 
got to the one candy cane. It 
j umped up to 3 0 minutes of 
recess, and I had five of t hem 
who wanted it." , . 

She then opened the bidding 
up. 

"One child realized this was a 
scarcity item," she said. "He 
paid five recesses. I said 'Are 
you sure?' and he said 'I've 
gotta have my sugar.'" 

Accepting the checks for the 
auto show program were Cindy 
Candella of Wayne-Westland 
Schools and Ron Gooding of 
Plymouth-Canton Schools. 

The mission s tatement of the 
grant program is "to initiate, 
promote and facilitate educa-
tional programs t o benefit the 
business community." 

Schools want ing to apply for 
one of the grants must be 
members of the Canton cham-
ber. Priority fund ing areas 
include business/education 
activities, promotion of voca-
tional education, career plan-
ning and business community 
enhancement . 

Requests for grants are to be submit-^ 
ted by Jan. 31 of each year to be con-
sidered for funding that 
Appfication forms mayb 
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The Picnic Basket offers only Angus Beef for an Additional Cost." 
t 

Winter Clearance 
Klck-afl Sals 

Saturday, December 11th 
Just when you thought our prices couldn't get 
any better...we will be kicking off our Winter 

Clearance on Saturday, December 11th. Almost 
all gently used items will be 

40% off from 9:00 - 10:59am 
and 25% off the rest of the day. 

Uo «ih©r discounts/coupons apply to this sale. 
Some large items may not be on sale. 

§8§4 SI. SMMM, 

, I M S . M o m , 

Store Hours: 
Mon-Sat 10am-8pm 

Sunday Noon~5pm 
Dec. 1ith9am-8pm 

the Canton Chamber of Commerce or 
online at www.cantonchcmber.com. 
For more information, call the cham-
ber at (734) 453-4040. 
jg lad den@oe.tiomecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

C A N T O N C I N E M A 

Fo i ' i R d J l e W . o* 1-275 
S S . 7 5 K as aU s h o w s 

<734) 
8 4 4 - F I L M 

$ 7 . 2 5 S tudents & Late Show Fri & Sat 

86.25 DAILY Matinees til 6pm j Q N o P a s s e s 

Unlimited Free Drink & .256 Cor" Refills 

' DIGITAL STEREO 

VINTAGE MARKET 
29501 Ann Arbor Trail 

(JustW. of Middlebelt) 
(734) 422-0160 

P i c f u c 
MARKET PLACE 

49471 Ann Arbor Road 

(W. of Ridge Road) 
(734) 4 5 9 - 2 2 2 7 

Prices Effective Thru 12/6/2004 thru 12/12/2004 • Food Stamps & All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

U.S.D.fi. Boneless 

Cube Steaks 

« 2 29 
18 

U.S.D.R. Boneless 

Stew 

219 
LB 

New S Strips 
$ | 4 9 hdlvidua 

Hamburger from 

or more 

Kouualski Imported 

Polish Horn 
$ * 9 9 

V U3. 
Our Own Rotisserie 

Roost Beef 

Kouiolski Skinless 

Franks 

?2" &*tlf LB. 

Koujolski 
Honey Smoked 

Turkey 
$ 4 6 ! 

Hoffman 

Super 
Sharp 
Cheese 

s4 i l 9 
IS. 

Old Tyme 
Veliow or White 

A m e r i c a n 
Cheese 

LB. 

U.S.D.A Fresh Boneless 

Pork Chops 

H a r d Sa lami 

m m m m 
m . 

Movie Gift Cards 
Receive one FMG card punch 

for every $5.0Q you buy in 

12/03-12/07 
j TITLES & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

! IR} 2 PHfKTS; 2 30REE8S 
! l 1:15. 12:00. 2:40, 3:30, 6:05. 7:00, 9:30 
| FRI/SAT" I S 10:20 

SET JONES: THE EDGE OF . 
Sflt f lS 12:45. 3 :00,5:15,7:30, 

i .45 FRI/SAT LS 12:00 

" (PG-t3> 
f;iO, 5 10, 9:15 FRI/SAT LS 11:20 

; (PG-13) 

lArO, 3:10. 7:10 

fOEBISUES (PG)2PRIHTS/2SCf 
11:20, 12:20. i :50, 2:40, 4:20, 5:00, 
6 4&7,L50, 9:10. 9:40 

- T L S 11:30, 12:00 

! Free small Nachos 
: with ticket purchase 

on December 3rd 

www r «nt ficJnema.com 

Miller Light, Genuine Draft, 
f f g m Draft Lite 

» $ 1 K 9 9 
24Ph. G*uy BMP + Tox/Deo 

12 Pk. 

Corona, Heineken 

$1199 
* I •+T°? Only 

0608270865 

^ ^ 8 5 6 5 - N . Lilley • Canton 

7 3 4 - 4 1 4 - 6 2 0 ® 
in Golden Gate Center • Mon.-Sal. 8am-9pm: Sun. 10am-6pm 

"Simply Good Food at a Great Price 

rfjr 
Landers Grand O p e n i n g Special 

Buy tiny sandwich $ 1 00 
Get 2nd sandwich for only J L 

Must be same sandwich • Coupon on l y • Expires 12-24-04 

Starting in January, Don't Miss Out on These: 

CRAZY TUESDAY SPECIAL * SUNDAY SPECIAL 
Buy a Chicken or Beef / Buy 4 Mini-Pita Pocket 

burger for only... 99' * Combos for only...
 s2.99 

I F R E E D E L I V E R Y 
($10 min imum purchase) 

' a i l y L u n c h 
S p e c i a l s 

H a l a l M e a t s 
A v a i l a b l e 

0 6 0 8 2 8 0 0 2 8 

http://www.hometowiilife.com
http://www.cantonband.com
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• • COMMUNITYFINANCIAL 

Thinking forward. Banking right. 

FREE CHECKING AT 
COMMUNITY FINANCIAL 
Serving your community for over 50 years, Community financial give-5 

you banking that's easier, friendlier and more rewarding than ever! 

Banking made easier w i th Free Checking 

• no minimum balance requirement 
• no monthly maintenance fee 
• unlimited check writing 
• free Visa Check Card 
• free Internet Banking with Bill Pay 

To open your account visit your local office, give us a call or visit 
us on-line at www.cfcu.org. 

(734) 4 5 3 - 1 2 0 0 (877) 937 -2328 tol l f ree www.cfcu.org 

P L Y M O U T I I 
500 S. Harvey 

C A N . T O N " . 
6355 N. Canton Center 

O R T H V 1 L L E 
400 E; Main . 43350 Arena Dr. 

, Your s.-ivu^s ledeurl ly insured to 4 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 l>y t h e Nat ional Credil Un ion Ad mi nisi ration, a H.S G o v e r n m e n t Agency Oppo r tun i t y l .ender -c.JOO-1 Gornmunrty I u ' .mu 

Write a letter to the editor 
.... -

* . 1 i . T U M A S K l x K . Y D E 
4 -

" U 1 I R U \ * I O R I \/( >s/ U \ l \ G A R l l b i : 

( f i l l < ' . n i i f i i - a l i ' I 
«»r lh " I 0 0 

i o M u n l P i i r c l i i i M - o f 

I 111 . 1 .1 ) . < - u i i \ u -

Xrailnhlt* \ t ( U t H v t y 

u n t i l 

1 2 / 3 1 1 0 1 

Irr-Cobblestorre-ehristmas" 

Dogwood Chapel' 

• Art-OH-Approval 
ConvomeiU Lavaway 

• Custom Framing 
• Holiday Hours 

We Cany a targe seicrtiiiii 
of Thomas Kathode gift items 

A R T & GIFTS 
FORMERLY WII.D WINGS 

3 8 8 S. Main * Downtown Plymouth • 
k 8 0 0 . 7 5 5 . 3 J0 l Mon-Fri 10-9; Sat 10-6; Sun 12-5 

c i r a 
I llOIIUI- Kllllttllli* 

M i i j i 4 ( i l l c i l i n n f • • KI v« I 

$ 

I hi* svl JiHlltt* •> Initi hvloud 
IIhhiwi hiiiLwh nn»m** iiith 

MKN/j/i/s o/ fill *OHI lOHHltl hot 
1 ftt'ih ft Intuit tuft 

i»r to C F I / M In W » I / I « H H holiday 
hrnith, 11a mlh R U N pin i / I « M * ol 

^100 in imm . limit mi* fni 
lionet hold. til itoil'i i/iotim: mill* ric* 

uhilr #"> /»"'• 

With ciLiy juii/t /him oj o I nnilt (I 
Edition canvas, you will receive a 
complimentary membership to the 

Thomas Kinkade Collectors' 
Society! Your membership kit 
includes our gift to you, the 

exclusive Collectors' Society print 
"Beyond Summer Gate This print, 
matted in rich Plum and framed in 

Antique Gold, was created 
exclusively for members, and is not 

available anywhere else. 
Membership benefits include special 

members-only offers and the 
Beacon quarterly newsletter. 

The 1941 hangar housing the Yankee Air Museum was destroyed by f ire on Oct. 
9. Two Livonia Schools sti idents are organizing a holiday gala, with all pro-
ceeds going toward rebuilding the memorial to the World War II generation* 

Students plan USO-type 
benefit to rebuild 

Ji 

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 
STAFF WRITER 

W h e n Mike Cox began his 
senior high school internship, 
working on a B-52 Bomber at 
the Yankee Air Museum, h e 
couldn't believe his luck. 

Cox, who plans to join the 
U.S. Air Force, has long been 
interested in military history. 
At the museum, he was com-
pletely surrounded by it. 

On Oct. 1, Cox brought fel-
low students f r o m his Livonia 
Public Schools Career 
Internship Program to visit t h e 
museum on a class field tr ip. 

A week later, on Oct. 9, d i e 
wooden structure built in 1941 
was destroyed - along with 
eight planes - in a fire. The loss 
is estimated a t between $5 mil-
lion and $7 million. 

"I was shocked," said Cox, a 
senior at Stevenson High 
School. "It was history. N o w it's 
all gone." 

Cox went from a crew m e m -
ber on an airplane to an office 
job, categorizing artifacts. 

"I wanted t o help get a f u n d -
raiser going, t o help rebuild it," 
he said. 

Michele Allen, a senior a t 
Churchill High School and a 
fellow s tudent in the Career 
Intern Program, agreed to 
help. Now, not even two 
months after the fire, a holiday 
gala fund-raiser is in its final 
planning stages. 

On Dec. 18, the s tudents will 
host a festive semi-formal 
event, which is modeled af ter 
the USO shows of the World 
War II era. Dinner by Elite 
Catering in Livonia, music, 
s tand-up comedy and swing 
dancing will all focus on t h e 
'40s t heme - an appeal to all 
generations, organizers said. 
The event will be held at t h e 

Experimental Aircraft 
Association hangar, located at 
Mettetal Airpor t in Canton. 
The hangar will be heated, and 
decorated for the holidays. 

"They've been very helpful 
there," said Allen. "They have 
helped us wi th anything tha t 
we need." 

Scheduled t o speak at the 
gala along wi th Cox are: Fox 2 
Meteorologist Rich Luterman, 
Museum Curator Gayle 
Roberts, and Mary Coulliard, 
director of t h e Career In tern 
Program in LPS. 

Cox and Allen said they hope 
to draw at least 200 people, 
and perhaps raise about 
$5 ,000 - all of which will be 

' donated to the restoration of 
the Yankee Air Museum. 

If the event is deemed a suc-
cess, Cox said he hopes it will 
spur more fund-raisers and 
fu ture suppor t to re-create the 
museum which mean t so much 
to h im. 

The m u s e u m is accepting 
both mone ta ry and other dona-
tions. Eventually, Cox said, he 
hopes to see a new m u s e u m in 
place and be able to say "we did 
this." 

The deadline for tickets has 
been extended. Cox and Allen 
are trying t o spread the word 
and invite all who are interest-
ed in a t tending the holiday 
event. Donations to the cause 
are included in the ticket price, 
Cox said, though they accept 
additional monetary and other 
donations - including m i l i t a ^ _ _ , 
and war t ime artifacts and uni- ' 
forms. 

For more information, visit 
the Web at www.yankeeairmu-
seum.org. 

"Any profits go toward t h e 
museum," h e said. 

j £aso la@oe .homecomin .ne t 

(734)953-2054 

HOLIDAY PARTY FUND-RAISER 
What: The Yankee Air Museum Holiday Party and Fund-raiser. For 
the cost of a ticket, patrons can support the rebuilding of the 
museum. \ 
When: The '40s-themed holiday gala win begin at 6:30 p.m. • 
Saturday, Dec. 18. All are welcome. \ 
Where: The event will be at the Experimental Aircraft 
Association (Chapter 113) hangar, located Mettetal Airport a t 
Joy and Lilley roads in Canton. \ 
Cost: Tickets are $65 per couple, or $40 for ^single admission. 
To purchase: Send checks payable to Mike Cok, with "fund-rais-
er" in the memo section, to Yankee Fund-raiser.^/0 Mike Cox, 
15899 Penn Drive, Livonia, Ml 48154. \ ^ 
More information: http://www. yankeeairmuseumirg 
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GIVE A GIFT THAT MAKES A LASTING IMPRESSION! 

• Two hours of design consultation for $150 

• Receive a special gift certificate to present to the person of your choice 

• Designers will give advice about existing furniture arrangement: 
adding color to rooms tvindow*treatments 

• Cair ARTS consultants for more details * 

I 

1 T P T M ^ I N T E R I 0 R D E S I G N CONSULTANTS ^ 
• *. '"T i J P U H J BRADLEY D. GRAVELIE • Residential JANET MUSE *• 

m T S L L C 734,546.6606 : g r g U 7 5 4 J 3 2 - 1 5 9 4 j * 

4^ 41, ^ 4*- ̂  41* 41* ^ ^ 

T A X P R O B J L f 
Sever Talk to 

Isilk 19 l ax Resolut ion 
• Ltens/I^vies "-> 

• ^Representation 
• Innocent Snouse Relief 
• Pn> roll/Sales Ia \ Relief 

• OfiiT in Compromise 
• Penult> Vbatement ;. 
• I lie Old Returns 
• Installment Payments 

Call (248) 985-1 ll.LP (4357) 
. for a FREE consultation _ 

Sp!^ ia j j j | j 
i & M n T 

fSSiPeobh 

http://www.cfcu.org
http://www.cfcu.org
mailto:asola@oe.homecomin.net
http://www


wwto.hometownlife.com LOCAL NEWS Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, December 5 ,2004 (C) A5 

FOR THE RECORD 
DEATHS 

Thomas Nathan Abbott, 53, of Westland, 
died Dec. 2. 
Charles (Gene) E. Amyx, 68, of Birmingham, 
formerly of Plymouth, died Nov. 28. 

B 
Beatrice "Bea" G. Brooks, 93, of 
Farmington Kills, died Nov. 30. 

H 
Walter R. Haines, 84, of Mio, formerly of 
Belleville, died Nov. 20, 
Alfred G. Hakala, 83, of Livonia, died Nov. 
25. 
Evelyn Ann Head, 83, formerly of 
Farmington Hills, died Nov. 27. 
Robert "Joe" Henke, 67, of Farmington, 
died Nov. 27. 

I 
For the Record appears in every 
edition of the Observers Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's Community Life 
section in Passages on page €5. 

Calvin Coolidge Hilton, 80, of Wayne, died 
Nov. 29. 

Lallah G. Johnston, 86, of Howell, formerly 
of Inkster, died Nov. 28. 

M 
Marian (Bell) Morrow, 87, of Naples, Fia., 
formerly?of Traverse City, died Nov. 28. 
Weston W. Meyer, 83, died Nov. 24. 

N 
Greta P. Niisson, 95, of Livonia, died Dec. 1. 

0 
Virginia J. Osiecki, of Livonia, died Nov. 30. 

R 
Russell Chaignon Robinson Sr., 47, formerly 
of Livonia, died Nov. 26. 

S 
James Sutherland, 64, of Farmington Hills, 
died Nov. 29 

T 
Mae L. Taylor, 94, died Nov. 29. 

Planners meet for hearings 
' Canton's Planning Commission, 
will meet 7 p.m. Monday,. Dec. 6, at 
Summit on the Park; 

Here's a rundown of agenda items: 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
1. Morris/Township Future Land 

Use Amendment - Consider request 
to amend Future Land Use Map of 
the Comprehensive Plan for parcel 
located south of Cherry Hill Road 
and east of C a n t o n ^ e n t e r from- - . y 
medium-low density residential;to c 

local shopping. ^ } 

\ 

2. Al-Haschemy fegdnirig •-
Consider request to fezoiie parcel ' 
located south ofForcf k o a d and east 

of Gorman f rom R-l , single family 
residential (1 dwelling unit/acre) to 
R-3, single family residential (3 
dwelling units/acre). 

>' 3. Material Sciences Corporation -
. Consider Request for special land use 
for a research and design center and 
testing laboratory for parcel located 
south of Koppernick Road and east 
of 1-275. 

NEW BUSINESS-SITE PLANS 
4 . Haggerty Medical Office 

Building - Consider request for; site; 
plan approval for property located 
nor th of Cherry Hill Road and west 
of Ridge. 

Read Sports 
for local 

game 
coverage 

Shop today 10:00 am to 9:00 pm & Monday 

THINKI 

FREI 

( 7 3 4 ) 5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0 
Our 30thiear! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
. 8919 MIDDLEBEL-fi LIVONIA 

OE08276342^ 

Celebrate 
New Year's with 

family & fr iends at 
Roma Banquets 

A-mmorcbk evening out that 
• •wo'n'r bi £dk your badger.!. •.... 

Fridai/, December 31 
8:00 pm to 2:00 em 

$100 per couple includes: 
•Reserved seating 

•Showcase buffet dinner 
and sweet table 

*Premium bar package 

'Live entertainment 
by Channel 6 

'Festive hats, balloons 
and noisemakers 

'Champdgne toast and 
pizza snack at midnight 

Purchase tickets Mon-Sat 
10:00 a-m to 5:00 pm 

Cash and money orders welcome 
(checks until Dec. 15) 

Musr be 21 and over to attend 

Roma @ Banquets 
MEMBER OF T H E BURTON M A N O R FAMILY 

32550 Cherry Hill Road, Garden City 

734/422-4550 
PDFOE08279100 

< 

Your 
Perfect 
Hoiiday 

GHt! 
Ms. Pac Man/Galaga 

Golden Tee 
Mega Touch! 

Pinbails, 
Jukeboxes, 
Video Bartop 
Games, 
Foosball,Air 
Hockey, Sports 
Games, and mud7 
much more. 

Hundreds of games m'stock! 

www.ccme.net 
35525 Schoolcraft • Livonia 

734-432-1040 
Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5 * Sat. 9-1 

O£08277948 

wspapers 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
MONDAY, DECEMBEF 

L. r 

T mmmz¥£ 

ALMOST EVERYTHING IIS 
including REGULAR-PRICE 

semiannual shoeclearance 
take an extra 

4 0 * - ^ 

red-lined shoes 
Choose from a great selection of red-lined-clearance men's and 
women's shoes. Orig. 39:00-265.00, sale 24.99-159,99, now 
14.99-95.9S. IN MEN'S AND W0MEN5SH0ES. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

II* \ v n 
^ Mi U> 

Y O U ' R E S 0 M'E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

• 

T O O R D E R A N Y T I M E , C A L L 1 - 8 0 0 * 4 2 4 - 8 1 8 S : MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 A M TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11 ;00 A M TO 7:00 PM EST.American Express not accepted w i th phone orders. 
S T O R E H O U R S : The Village of Rochester HHIs (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 12-7, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. 

C H A R G E m Parisian Credit Card. MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. L O C A T E D A T T H E V I L L A G E O F R O C H E S T E R H I L L S , C O R N E R O F N O R T H A D A M S R O A D A N D W A L T O N 
STREET; A N D LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. Percentages off regular prices or original prices. as shown. 

Actual savings may exceed stated percentage.off. "Regular" and "OrjglnaJ,0 "prices reflect offering prices which may not nave resulted in actual sales. Merchandise selection may vary from one store to another. 

http://www.ccme.net
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Sam 
Shock 
plays 

with his 
mom, 

who was 
thri l led 

when he 
first 

called her 
'Mom.' 

. .. jJ. jf-4 ffif-rti-%ftVi*^rf"rfcalrf1 fftl̂ tl'Tî f i* 1*-)f 

: ' \SSOCJAJ i-:s IN 
PODIA'l KY 

o i M i c h i g a n 

'''Ctahziri^ m (i'-c ( are aj 

thi' ! '?c;t I Ankuf 

f.iinitvx O.-piwn, J 

Foot and ankle problems can literally 
alter, or even rjuiri, a person's lifestyle. 

Dr. Tammy Gephdrt is1 a specialist in the 
prevention, care and cure of foot and 
ankle problems, offering both conserv-
ative and surgical procedures for 
treatment. 

As a podiatric surgeon, Dr. Gephart 
also has a strong interest in sports 
injuries, .and works in general podiatry, 
pediatrics, orthotics, and diabetic limb 
salvage. 

Credentials: 
* Graduate of Ohio College of 
: Pediatric Medicine 

* Surgical Residency: Northport VA 
Medical Center 

* Member American College of Foot 
and Ankle Surgeons 

* Studied with Dr. John Burzotta3 

? Foot/Ankle Specialist, New York Jets 
- • Member American Podiatric Medical; 

Association 

* Member Michigan Podiatric Medical 
Assocation 

r • Member The American Diabetes 
• Association 

* HIPPA Compliant 

For a confidential consultation, call: 
-y 3 

Dr. Tammy Gephart, D.P.M. 

ASSOCIATES IN PODIATRY! 
OF M I C H I G A N , PLLC 

734-414-0874 

990 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Suite 200 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

\lS>s£rt>,S 

t feecMf i t 

e w m r a e ' s 
H u t 
Take advantage of an 
outstanding credit card 
from Catholic Parishes 
Federal Credit Union! 

AUTISM 
FROM PAGE A1 

It was so great," she said. "You 
start thinking after three and a 
half years of h im not talking 
that he may never talk." 

The Shocks didn't even know 
Sam had autism until he was 
17 months old, when they 
started to notice he wasn't act-
ing the way other kids his age 
are supposed to act. In addi-
tion to not talking, Sam would-
n't play with his toys. Instead, 
he would take blocks or his toy 
train tracks and line them up, 
and then just stare, at them. 

Alarmed, the Shocks took 
him to see several doctors, who 
checked h im for, a number of 
things, including his hearing. 
It was then he was diagnosed 
with autism, a neurologically 
based disorder that impairs 
language and social compati-
bility and often leads to repeti-
tive behavior. 

Terri Shock remembers tha t 
day like it was yesterday. 

"It was terrifying. You jus t 
don't know there's any help out 
there until you go out there 
and find it," she said. 

Over the course of the next 
two years, the Shocks struggled 
with Sam's disease. Although 
they were doing the best they 
could to raise him, Sam wasn't 
making much progress. Then 
one day, Terri Shock said he > 
disappeared. While she was 
busy doing something upstairs, 
Sam left the house and walked 
down to nearby Gallimore 
Elementary. Frantic, Terri 
Shock called the Canton Police 
Department, and they dis-
patched seven cars, she says. 
Fortunately, Sam made it back 
home on his own. 

It was then the couple decid-
ed to enter Sam in the H O P E 

f 
; 

Center's CAREf program, 
which they say;has changed 
everything. He;hasbefcn in the 
program for mote f h a a a year 
now. His language-skills have 
improved dramatically, as has 
his ability to play, though h e 
still finds it haifd t o share 
things with hisjoldersister. 

According tq for, Ruth Anan, 
director of early childhood 
programs for l^eaumont's 
Center for Hurhan 
Development, ^c r i t i ca l to 
work with autistic children at a 
very early age,fjf they are t o 
have anywhere, near normal 
lives as adults. £>he said t h e 
more in tens ive the therapy is, 
the better off they will be. ^ 
Sam's therapy has been very 
intense, she said; H e g o e s five 
days a week, ft>rt$r6e hours 
each day. 

Anan said shjeis ju§t amazed 
at how far Sanfhas 'eome in the 
last year. | i \ . 

"Sam has s h o ^ h excellent 
response t o intg®"ssive therapy. 
He's one of the1 Jrids wKo has 
great possibilitj^es "Allan said. 
"He is not the Q&lct I m e t a 
year ago. Back[lthen, h e was not 
speaking at a lhjpuring t h e first 
three months <5jf t rea tment , he 
made over a yefer'f wor th of 
developmental'progress. 
Currently, he is funct ioning at 
a much, m u c h higher&ve| . 
Now he enjoys singiftg; songs 
and playing ori;theo^tp.puter." 

But Sam's therapy M s come 
at a cost. According't6 Terri 
Shock, health i |$&£^fee com-
panies won't c o f i r fee cost of 
autism-relatedpreatments, 
meaning the ccjuple has h a d to 
foot the bill o u i o f t h e i r own 
pockets. This h a s b e e n e v e n 
more difficult because Joe 
Shock, a pipefi t ter .a t the 
Visteon plant in Plymouth 
Township, has been laid off 
from his job for most of t h e 

Sam and his mother, Terri Shock. 

last year. 
Terri Shock said the cost of 

Sam's therapy will exceed 
$ 3 0 , 0 0 0 next year. In addit ion 
to being enrolled in the CARE 
program, Sam also sees a 
speech therapist in Plymouth, 
which costs $104 per hour, she 
said. 

"With Joe being laid off, and 
m e being unable to work 
because it is a full-time job 
taking care of Sam, it has been 
very difficult. We have been 
making ends meet by using our 
Credit cards, which are now 
maxed out. We need help," she 
said. 

With nowhere else t o turn , 
Terri is asking the communi ty 
for aid. She is holding a f und -
raising dinner, which will take 
place next Saturday, Dec. 11, at 
the UAW Local 845 hall in 
Canton. All the money t h e 

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER ^ 
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family raises will be used to 
pay for Sam's therapy. She said 
everyone is welcome to at tend 
the dinner, which she said will 
be a festive affair t o coincide 
with the holiday season. She 
hopes those tha t a t tend will 
learn a little about autism, 
which she said mos t people 
don't know muc'h about . 

As for Sam, her expectations 
for his fu tu re have increased 
dramatically since he started 
therapy. Where a year ago she 
wasn?t sure if he would ever 
speak, now she sees college in 
his fu tu re and a life t ha t won' t 
be tha t abnormal . But she 
knows there will be challenges 
ahead. 

"He'll always be a little dif-
ferent, b u t I 'm OK with that . I 
jus t want h im to be the bes t he 
can be," she said. 
kkub3n@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 

a, 

Holiday fund-raiser on tap for Sam Shock 
Canton residents Joe and Terri Shock 

are having a fund-ra is ing dinner to help 
t hem pay for therapy sessions for their . 
son, Sam, who has aut ism. 

The sessions, which insurance won' t 
cover, will cost the couple more than 
$ 3 0 , 0 0 0 next year. 

The spaghett i d inner will be held f r o m 
4-8 p.m., Dec. 11 at the UAW Local 845 
hall, located at 8770 N . Canton Center 

Ro&d (at co rne r of Joy) in Canton . 
T h e Shocks a re asking for a $10 dona-

t ion for adul ts , and children are free. 
They ask t h a t people make checks 
payable t o t h e Samuel Shock Trust . 

In addi t ion t o dinner, desert a n d 
re f reshments , t he re will be several gift 
baskets raff led off. 

A n u m b e r of local businesses have 
donated. the gi f ts . Also, each family 

a t t end ing the d inne r will qual i fy fo r a 
d rawing to win one of two ren ta l s of a 
moonwalk t h rough Sam's Bounce House , 
a company the Shocks s ta r ted t o he lp 
t h e m pay t h e expenses of Sam's t he rapy 
and other t r ea tmen t s . 

For more in fo rmat ion or to m a k e a 
donat ion , call t h e Shocks at (734) 564-
5286, or e-mai l t h e m at 
t e r rishock @ comcast . net . 

n " o I'Uu 
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Our Visa® Platinum card features: 

. 2.99% Special Holiday APR * on purchases, balance 
transfers and cash advances f 

• Low fixed 8.9% APR* thereafter 
• Credit lines up to $30,000 
• No annual fee 

Plus, a few added benefits: 

• $1,000 Identity Theft Insurance 
Identity Theft Victim Assistance 
24-Hour online account access 

/ j r a r • Travel reservation service 
j 90-day product protection 

Make the season brighter 
with a new Visa® Platinum 
credit card fern Catholic 

shes Federal Credit Unior 

Apply today, shopj] 
tomorrow! 
(734) 432-0212. 

pieman 
Farm Markets 

G e d d e s 

Open 
7 Days 
10 am -

8 p m 
Holmes 

Corner of Holmes & Ridge Rd. 
(1 blk. West of E. Michigan Ave.) 

— " - 3-1783 (734) 483-

10 VHRIEmS OF 

FROM 

CffftfCTAMf TRCEf 

SffOO 

l i t t l e - b e t t e r t s v e e - . . . 

a - l i t t l e - led-4- m & n e d f j 

m m m t H T H t « h o p i n g 

"APR=Annual Percentage Rate. 2.99% fs for all new purchases, balance transfers ami cash i s made November 1,2004through 
January 31,2005 and will remain in effect through June 30,2005. Beginning July 1,2005, the rate will reset to a low 8.90% fixed rate. Some 

restrictions apply. 2.99% Special Holiday Rate also available for VIS A Classic and will reset to a low 10.90% fixed rate on July 1,2005. 

36111 5 Mile Road (East of Levant 
Livonia, MI 48154 • 734-432-0212 
www. catholicoarishesfcu, org. 
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C J s i t e l M s t t i 

Register for Classes 
Beginning in January 

Award Winning All 
Boys Classes 

Recreational & 
Competitive Programs 

Regional & National 
Champions 

Call or££4P into 

© H M M f t C S O B f ? 
@an»' 

734*459-0400 
8004 Sheldon Road • Canton 

Home of the Central Ci ty 
Christmas Spectacular^ „ . 

www.centraici tydance.com « J 

.T 

mailto:kkub3n@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.centraicitydance.com
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Bouchard mentioned as 
GOP's choice for governor 

' h e h h e was a young 
cop on t h e beat , 
Michael Bouchard 

wasn' t always cautious: "I 
always wanted to b e the first 
guy th rough t h e door, you 
know, and I was get t ing h u r t 
a lot." 

His ear 
and h a n d 
were grazed' 
by one bul-
let . Once, 
while chas-
ing down 
criminals, h is 
police cruiser 
was b road-
sided and 
sen t reeling 
in to two 
trees, strik-
ing t h e m so 

ha rd tha t the engine block 
cracked. 

"Had it moved ano ther 18 
inches either way, the investi- • 
gator said it would have 
wrapped around a t ree and 
killed us," r emembers 
Bouchard, now sheriff of t h e 
state's second-largest county, 
as his screen saver 'presents a 
montage of images f r o m vari-
ous versions of Star Trek, his 
all-time favorite TV show. 

Later, when asked if he was 
h u r t at all, he says, as an 
af ter thought , "Well, yeah. 
About a year later, I had to 

. have a piece of my spine 
removed." 

. One senses t h a t p a r t of h i m 
...would like to d i tch . the paper -
work, j u m p out t h e door a n d 

..into a police cruiser and go 
bus t a crack house. But t ha t 
was then, and n o w he pre-
sides over a $110 mill ion 
d e p a r t m e n t - and , some say, a 
large pa r t of the hopes for t h e 
fu tu re of the Michigan GOP. 

For it is no secret t ha t m a n y 
state Republicans th ink tha t 
Mike Bouchard would be the 

. s trongest possible candida te 
1 they could field agains t Gov. 
Jenni fe r Granho lm two years 

. f r o m now. Others would like 
to see h im take a crack at U.S. 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow, 
a l though a consensus is bui ld-
ing tha t Lans ing-area U.S. 
Rep. Mike Rogers is a slightly 
more likely Senate nominee . 

Running for ei ther post 

would be relatively low-risk, 
in one way, for the 48-year-
old sheriff. H e wouldn' t have 
t o give up his day job ; last 
mon th , he was re-elected to a 
new four-year t e rm as sheriff, 
winning more t h a n 60 per-
cent in a county t h a t voted for 
J o h n Kerry for president. 

Bouchard had lef t police 
work and was busy building a 
career in t h e state Senate 
w h e n Oakland Cou.nty's elder-
ly longtime sheriff dropped 
dead six years ago this month . 
Appointedxby a special panel, 
he r e s i g n e d f r o m the 
Legislature and h i t the 
ground running . 

Since theh , he has won 
wide notice for modernizing a 
sleepy sheriff 's depar tmen t 
t h a t was built for a sprawling 
rura l area and hadn ' t kept up 
wi th the u r b a n explosion tha t 
has t ransformed Oakland into 
one of the nation's largest and 
richest counties. Clearly 
ambit ious, he admits he is 
th inking about higher office, 
though he has mastered the 
politician's modes t "it 
depends on where I thought I 
could make t h e greatest con-
tribution," and on what's best 
fo r his wife and t h r e e young 
children. 

His decision, he says, won't 
depend on whe the r he thinks 
he can win. But t h e t ru th is, 
nobody likes to lose. 

And the polls have shown 
tha t Michigan's first woman 
governor is still hugely popu-
lar. In the only head- to-head 
matchup , a survey last fall 
designed to explore a poten-
tial Bouchard run had her 
killing him, 55 to 33 percent. 

Yet his suppor ters note tha t 
he is still fairly unknown 
statewide. 

Republicans now are 
roughing out the beginnings 
of a strategy against the gov-
ernor, por t raying her as a do-
noth ing executive who is 
more fluff t h a n substance and 
w h o is out of touch on many 
issues. 

She opposed a const i tut ion-
al ban on gay marriage, which 
passed overwhelmingly last 
month . 

Some think tha t may give 
t hem an opening. ; \nd many 

th ink tha t Mike Bouchard; a 
one- t ime star guard for 
Brother Rice High School's 
basketball t eam, needs to 
come off the bench fo r the 
state GOP. 

The Michigan Republican 
Party, af ter all, is in somewhat 
of a candidate crisis t ha t in 
many ways resembles the 
plight of the nat ional 
Democrats . Last mon th , it 
lost the president ial race in 
Michigan for t h e fou r th 
straight t ime. 

Democrats control the gov-
ernor's office and b o t h U.S. 
Senate seats. In fact , 
Republicans have lost n ine of • 
the state's last 10 U.S. Senate 
races. Though President 
George W. Bush m a d e a 
m a j o r effort to win Michigan, 
he failed, and his par ty lost 
seats in the Legislature. 

L. Brooks Pat terson, 
Oakland County's salty long-
t ime county executive, th inks 
tha t in large pa r t is because 
middle-class voters are 
increasingly leery of 
Republicans who appear too 
close to the religious right 
and appear more concerned 
wi th moni tor ing the i r neigh-
bors ' morality than respecting 
thei r privacy. 

Bouchard is himself a fairly 
conservative Roman Catholic 
and a man who, like many 
Republicans,today, says his 
political hero is Ronald 
Reagan. 

But he doesn' t come across 
as doctrinaire. Asked if he is 
more an ideologue or a prag-
matist , he smiles and says 
"about 50-50," and then adds, 
"I have always believed you 
shouldn ' t sacrifice t h e good 
when you can't get t h e per-
fect." 

Two years f r o m now might 
no t be the perfect t ime for 
Bouchard to run for governor. 
But increasingly; s ta te 
Republicans feel t ha t his 
do ing so might be a very good 

t th ing. 

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice 
president of HomeTown 
Communications. He can be reached 
by phone at (248) 901-2561 or by e-
maii at 
jlesscrbery^homeccmm.net. 
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're Pleased to Announce.. 
Our Livonia, office is moving up Middlebelt! Stop by 
the new office at 14921 Middlebelt Road (next to the 
Westfaorn Market that's just south of 5 Mile Road) 
during our Grand Opening Week> December 6-10. 

Our New Livonia 
Office Opens Monday, 

December 6, 2004! 

New Livonia Office' 
14921 Middlebelt Rd. 

734-261-1050 
* Replaces old Livonia office 

at 9373 Middlebelt Rd. 

M i f h i m n 

Educational 

Crecr i l TJn io i 

www.michedcu.org 
Michigan Educational Credit Union membership is open to 
employees of schools located in Wayne, Washtenaw, Oakland, 
Macomb, Livingston and Jackson counties, and their families. 

ts> NCUA 

Hugh 

ndrew "Rocky" 
Raczkowski, former 
state representative 

f r o m Farmington Hills, sacri-
ficial GOP Senate candidate 
against Carl Levin in 2002 
a n d would-be s ta te V 
Republican Party chair, was 
on. national Canadian televi-

sion 
Monday 
s tanding up 
for America. 

Rocky 
was taking 
pa r t in a 
"conversa-
tion" with 
Canadians 
on our dif-
ferent val-
ues on the 
eve of 
President 

Bush's visit to Ottawa. CBC 
anchor Peter Mansbr idge 
(Jennings, Rather and 
Brokaw all rolled into one 
erudi te package) brought his 
intelligent nightly ntews pro-
gram, The National, to 
Windsor to take t h e pulse of 
neighborly relat ions along 
t h e longest peaceful border 
in the world. 

Following t h e U.S. elec-
t ion, many blue s ta te 
Americans were saying they 
were ready to pack it up and 
move nor th t o Canada 
(where even t h e red 
provinces are blue) . 
Mansbridge, ever t h e com-
plete journal is t , snuffed out 
t h e not ion tha t there's a great 
Amer ican exodus wi th fig-
ures f r o m Canadian natural-
ization offices showing no big 
bl ip in American requests to 
make t h e big switch (more 
Canadians come here — 

Mike Meyers, J i m Carrey, 
I^eil Young). 

' But clearly the re is a big . 
difference be tween the two 
great Nor th American 
democracies. 

In Canada, the majori ty 
par ty is p roud to call itself 
Liberal. In the Uni ted States, 
conservatives have convinced 
a sizable n u m b e r of people, 
including some leading liber-
al politicians, t ha t liberal is a 
dirty word. On the same 
night that Rocky was stand-
ing up i'or America, it was 

announced tha t Canadians 
h a d picked a socialist as the 
greatest of all Canadians. 
T h e winner, Tommy Douglas, 
was-the radical p remie r of 
Saskatchewan who invented 
the country's medicare sys-
tem. He beat out Alexander 

' Graham Bell, Pierre Trudeau, 
Wayne Gretzky and even Don 
Cherry. Imagine Eugene 
Debs or Norman T h o m a s 
being voted the greatest 
American, or even Wal ter 
Reuther. Never happen . 

After an opening news seg-
m e n t tha t suggested tha t the 
president would be a t tending 
under controlled c i rcum-
stances to avoid t h e catcalls 
he received on a similar visit 
to Australia, Mansbr idge 
introduced an American 
f r o m Washington s ta te who 
was packing his fami ly off to 
British Columbia. Even 
though Washington is a blue 
state, the man said he d idn ' t 
feel comfortable in Bush's 
conservative America. He 
worried about personal free-
dom, the war in I raq, the 
growing power of t h e reli-
gious right. 

Mansbridge opened the 
conversation up t o t h e 
Windsor audience, divided 
between Americans and 
Canadians. 

That's when Rocky rose to 
the defense of the red , white 

, and blue. As always, he was 
effusive. He acknowledged 
tha t Canada and t h e United 
States were both grea t coun-
tr ies where a person was ff ee 
to express his views. He let 
everyone know tha t he had 
jus t re turned f rom serving in 
Operat ion Endur ing 
Freedom (where, unl ike in 
Iraq, Canadians were par t of 
the coalition). He quest ioned 
why the man f rom ! 

Washington didn't stay and 
fight for his views ins tead of 
runn ing away. 

The m a n repeated his con-
cerns, especially wi th all 
th ree branches of t h e federal 
government in the control of 
the conservative wing of the 
conservative' Republican 
Party (unless, of course, you 
believe tha t the Supreme 
Court is free of pol i t ies ! 

While I share the man's 

concerns, I agree wi th Rocky 
t h a t moving to Canada isn't 
t h e answer. Despite t h e silli-
ness of Republicans like Dick 
Pos thumus railing against 
Jenni fer Granholm for hav-
ing "Canadian values," the 
t r u t h is tha t Canada and the 
Uni ted States have a wide 
range of opinions about val-
ues. In a small town in west-
ern Canada, the m a n f rom 
Washington might find him-
self surrounded by Canadian 
Conservatives (the loyal 
opposition). He might also 
find tha t pervasive political 
correctness and t ighter libel 
laws are more restrictive 
t h a n a John Ashcroft decree. 

I love Canada. I go there 
every summer to a t tend the 
Stratford Festival. Toronto 
has always been a favorite 
city. I would like to see some 
of its level-headedness, 
insight and level of debate in 
the United States. But I 'm 
not about to abandon my 
heri tage as an American to 
go to Canada because I don't 
like how the election tu rned 
out . 

Af ter all, John Kerry 
received more votes fo r presi-
den t than anyone in history, 
except for George W. Bush. 
Bush didn't win a manda te , 
he won by a 3 percent mar-
gin. Many of those who voted 
for t h e president do no t 
share the nar row views of 
religious fundamenta l i s t s or 
even the rabid views of Ann 
Coulter, Sean Hanni ty and 
Rober t Novak. 

They jus t like Bush or did-
n ' t want to change presidents 
in t h e middle of a war or did-
n ' t like Kerry's hairstyle (me 
either). 

Four years f r o m now, who 
knows what will be? But, as. 
Rocky told Canada, 
America's a free count ry 
where people can speak their 
minds. 

Now's not the t ime to be 
leaving when every voice and 
every vote is needed. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing 
editor of the Observer Newspapers. 
He can be reached by e-mail at 
hgallsgher@oe.homecomm.net, by 
p h o n e at (734) 953-21^9 o r bv fax a t 
(734 ) 59 i -7279. 
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"Retirement costs are going 
through the roof, and 
(Lansing) is expecting us to 
f und all of that," Ryan said. 
"We have scheduled meetings 
one-on-one with (Stewart and 
LaJoy) so they can understand 
our budget." 

The meeting was held on the 
eve of a state revenue estimat-
ing conference expected to 
show a combined $577-9 mil-
lion deficit in the state General 
Fund and School Aid Fund for 
fiscal 2005. Coupled with a 
$35.5 million shortfall .last 
year, the state could reduce aid 
payments by tip to $131 per 
student. 

The speakers, ranging from 
Detroit Schools CEO Kenneth 
Burnley to Sue Bellows, the 
immediate past president of 
the Michigan PTSA, exhorted 
the audience to get involved 
and let legislators know that 
the current school funding isn't 
acceptable. 

"The system of funding 
schools isn't working and we 
need help," said Daniel 
Lessard, president of the 
Wayne County Association of 
School Boards and Livonia 
school board trustee. "Let's tell 
t h e m we are working as hard 
and as smart and we can and 
we expect the same of them. 
Let's tell them the system is 
broken and we expect them to 
fix it. Let's tell them our kids 
can't wait." 

Lessard had praise for the 
audience which he said 
"tremendously outnumbered" 
the turnout of a similar meet-
ing he recently attended in 
Oakland County. 

"You do us proud," he said. 
Using statistics from the 

state Senate and House Fiscal 
agencies, Tom White, a mem-
ber of the Clin ton Regional 
Educational Sendee Agency 

board, gave participants a 
quick lesson in school financ-
ing. 

One the biggest problems 
facing districts is retirement 
costs, which were switched 
f rom the state to school dis-
tricts with Proposal A. As it 
now stands, districts will pay 
$110-$120 per student into tlie 
retirement system this year, up 
2 percent from last year, White 
said. And a study done six 
months ago shows tha t the cost 
will continue to go up every 
year in the foreseeable future. 

"It's about 2 percent for the 
next eight years, and what it 
means is that by 2008, dis-
tricts will be paying $1,200 per 
student into the retirement 
program," White said. "This is 
a serious problem facing 
schools." 

White doesn't believe that 
the state's problem relates 
entirely to the economy. The 
state, he said, has cut taxes 
while spending more than it 
has taken in since 2001. The 
cumulative effect of cuts in 
income tax and the Single 
Business Tax for fiscal 2004-
2 0 0 5 on school aid was SI.3 
billion. 

"If the legislature had left 
the tax structure alone, we 
would have $550 million more 
per year," said White. "That's 
income we don't have now." 

He added that the K-16 
Coalition for Michigan's Future 
is in the process of putting 
together a proposal, providing 
an alternative to solving the 
school aid funding problem. At 
the least, the group will ask 
lawmakers for an inflationary 
increase in school funding. If 
they don't approve the initia-
tive, it would go to a vote of the 
people. 

"We're not asking for the 
moon, but it's going to take 
people like you to get the mes-
sage across to them," he said. 
"This is the target. It's their job 
to figure out how to hit the 

How schools have 
been impacted 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Chuck Porteili is head of the Piymouth-Canton district's teacher's union. 

bull's eye. 
"If there has to be blood in 

the streets of Lansing to get 
action, let the people in this 
room decide whose blood." 

It was Mary Riarkmon, sec-
retary of the Wayne RESA 
Board of Education, with the 
help f rom Peter Finch in his 
role of newscaster Howard 
Beale in the movie Network, 
who issued the call to action. 

"This is not specific to a few 
communities or even Detroit," 
she said. "It's all of our prob-
lem and affects all of our chil-
dren. The educational commu-
nity has been calling on the 
legislature to fix the problem 
and it's gone unanswered. 

"You need to hold your elect-
ed officials accountable. Write 
to your lawmakers and tell 
them to fund our schools. It's 
their job to fund the schools 
and it's their job to change it. 
They can fix it." 

After the meeting, partici-
pants broke off into individual 
school district groups to begin 
developing a game plan for 
getting the legislature's atten-
tion. According to Ryan, it's 
the only way change will come. 

"I really thought everyone 
would leave being on the same 

The State Senate and House 
Fiscal agencies provided a lot 
of the statistics tha t Thomas 
White of the Michigan School 
Business Officials used in his 
presentation. 

Among those statistics: 
• The state provides 8 0 per-

cent of the total state and local 
revenues to local school dis-
tricts, almost the opposite in 
pre-Proposal A t imes w h e n it 
supplied 25 percent of t h e rev-
enue. Today, the principal 
source state school aid money, 
41 percent, comes f rom t h e 
sales tax. 

B The amount of state aid 
school districts receive 
declined in fiscal 2004 , t h e 
first t ime since the passage of 
Proposal A. 

• Proposal A has reduced 
the spending gap between 
school districts. In 1993, the 10 
lowest districts averaged 
$3,476 per pupil and the 10 
highest districts averaged 
$9,726 per pupil, a 170 percent 
difference. As o f 2 0 0 0 , t h e 10 
lowest districts averaged 
$6,700 per pupil while t h e 10 
highest districts averaged 
$11,389 per pupil, for a 70 per-
cent difference. 

9 Since 2002, K-12 funding 
has been cut - $127 million in 
prorated foundation 
allowances and categoricals in 
2002, $111 million in 
reduced/eliminated categori-
cals in 2003-2004 and $131 
million in prorated foundation 
allowances in 2003-04 . 

B Response to cuts ^ f u n d -
ing between J a n u a r ^ l W S and 
May 2 0 0 4 included the layoff 
of 2,700 employees (272 school 
districts), didn't fill open posi-
tions (393 districts), increased 
class sizes (277 districts) and 
reduced supply budgets (434 
districts). Fifty-two percent of 
districts deferred maintenance 
on existing facilities and 36 
percent froze salaries/benefits 
for some employees. 

B To balance budgets in 
2004-05 , districts expect to lay 
off 5 ,400 employees (216 dis-
tricts), not fill open positions 
(330 districts), increase class 
size (226 districts), defer $25 
million in renovations and 
repairs (256 districts), reduce, 
school days (90 districts), t 

reduce staff hours (154 dis-
tricts), delay purchasing text-
books (217 districts) and spend 
f rom savings (340 districts). 

Wearing two hats as a Livonia trustee 
and as president of the Wayne County 
Association of School Boards, Daniel 
Lessard thanked the audience for a 
'tremendous turnout for the 
meeting.' 

page about what have been the 
shortfalls on proposal A," Ryan 
said. "The overpowering mes-
sage 'Lansing doesn't believe 
there's a problem' was stronger 
than here's what's wrong with 
Proposal A." 

smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112 

Workshop to focus on needs of the disabled 
Persons with disabilities 

wishing to learn about pro-
grams designed to help them 
are encouraged to attend a 
meet ing 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 8. 

It will be held at the Ford 
Communis . <S: Pevfoniinn!. 

Arts Center in Dearborn. 
The Canton Leisure 

Services Depar tment is 
administer ing a three-year. 
$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 grant f rom Wayne 
County that will help fund lb;• 
Western W;r> • ( ' " M \ 
Th-.'iap' i;: i' i-i - -i 

(WWCTR); which serves the 
communit ies of Belleville, 
Dearborn. Dearborn Heights, 
Garden City. Inkster, Livonia, 
Plymouth. Northville, 

Wavne. West land. 

Northville. Redford, and Van 
Buren. 

For more informat ion 
about the Therapeutic 
Recreation program, planned 
events and other details, con-
i.i'.-i Jon (.aKi'vrr ;)• ' 7-'̂ 4X| 394-

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

UTILITY EXTENSION PROJECTS 
B Sanitary Sewer Extens ion (Geddes / Denton Road) - The 

developer is extending the sanitary sewer starting f rom approxi-
mately 500 feet east of Denton to the west side of Denton Road to 
sou th of I n d e p e n d e n c e Park. Trees have been cleared f o r t h e 
installation of the sewer. Residents will be notified upon comple-
tion. Sewer construct ion is ant icipated t o be completed in late 
November and should be ready for use by early January of 2005. 

B Wate r Main Improvements (Dominion to Ford) - The water 
main will be extended approximately 1,200 lineal feet on t h e east 
s i d e of N. R i d g e R o a d f r o m D o m i n i o n t o F o r d R o a d . 
Construction will begin in February or March of next year. 

SIDEWALK PROGRAMS 
B 2 0 0 4 Sidewalk Repai r Program - Invoices will be mailed out 

early this month and paymen t will be due on or before 5 p.m., 
Friday, Jan. 14, 2005. T h e following subdivisions will be par t of 
this year's repair p rogram: Brookside West, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Salem 
M a n o r , Cher ry Hil l P i n e s , E d e n b r o o k e Farms , E d e n b r o o k e 
Estates, Cherry Hill Oaks, Smokier Truesdell, and miscellaneous 
locations. The remaining portion of Smokier Truesdell and mis-
cellaneous locations will be completed by mid-November. 

B 2 0 0 4 Sidewalk G a p Program - Placed on hold at this time. 
Project will be combined with the 2 0 0 5 Sidewalk Gap Program. 

Celebrating Our 17th Year of Service 
to the Metro Area! 
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, 
Buy Direct 

from the Manufacturer 
and SAVE! 

Certified Fabricators for Corian, Gibraltar. 
Formica, Wilsonart, Pionite & Nevamar 

HaMECREST 
C A N E T R Y 

Kitchen and Bath Cabinetry Designs 
-Traditional and Contemporary 
-Maple, Cherry, Oak and Hickory 
plus White and Silk Thermofoil. 

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM, INC. 
Licensed & Insured 

13245 Newburgh (Just S. of I-96) • Livonia 
For all your kitchen & bath needs 
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Conference focuses on R E / M A X 0 f fe r s
 American Dream scholarships 

'Tipping to Cool' cities 
Last winter, more than 1,400 

representatives from communities 
across Michigan attended the sold-
out Creating Cool conference in 
Lansing, to examine links between 
culture and economic develop-
ment, as well as to define what it is 
that makes a community "copl." 

On Thursday, Dec. 9, the 
Michigan Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs/Department of 
History, Arts and Libraries and the 
Michigan Department of Labor 
and Economic Growth, will hold a 
follow up conference, Tipping to 
Cool: Next Steps in Linking 
Culture, Community and the 
Economy, to address how to make 
creative economic development 
happen. 

"The optimism and energy cre-
ated at last year's 'Creating Cool' 
conference was nothing short of 
inspiring," said Gov. Jennifer M. 
Grakholm. "Over the last two 
years, hundreds of community 
leaders have joined in a critical 
dialogue about how we can and 
must build cities and neighbor-
hoods in which people want to live, 
work and raise their families. The 
upcoming Tipping to Cool confer-
ence is an important next step." 

l ike the original conference, 
Tipping to Cool will bring together 
cultural, community, economic 
development and government 
leaders to take the next steps in 
revitalizing Michigan's cities and . 
towns through creative collabora-
tive effort. In particular, attendees 
will consider ways that arts and 
culture can drive economic devel-
opment and assist government 
lfeaders in transforming their com-
munities into places that will v 

attract and retain the creative 
workers critical to the state's future 
economic growth. 

The foundation for this confer-
ence stems from the principles 
that keynote speaker, Malcolm 
Gladwell, identifies in his best-sell-
ing book, The Tipping Point: How 
Little Things Can Make a Big 
Difference. Gladwell will explain 
how his ideas can be used to stim-

ulate Michigan's communities and 
will challenge attendees to imple-
ment his ideas to create change 
within their own communities. 

"The overwhelming success of 
last year's conference demonstrat-
ed the value arte and cultural 
organizations bring to community 
revitalization," said Lillian Bauder, 
chair of the conference-planning 
committee and a member of the 
Michigan Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs. "We are delighted 
to build upon the insights from 
last year's conference in an effort 
to help communities identify addi-
tional resources and develop inno-
vative, collaborative solutions to 
strengthen their communities' cre-
ative bases." 

The event will feature sessions 
exploring an array of ways in 
which Michigan communities can 
employ creative strategies to 
address pressing challenges. 
These sessions will feature speak-
ers drawn from Michigan and 
beyond who will share best prac-
tices, case studies and model expe-
riences. For example, luncheon 
speaker Becky Anderson of 
HandMade in America will tell 
how she used North Carolina's 
craft heritage to foster community 
and create economic solutions for 
the region through tourism, educa-
tion and workforce-development 
initiatives. 

New this year is a component 
called Tips & Tools, which will fea-
ture static and interactive displays, 
opportunities for "mini-consulta-
tions" with State of Michigan 
agency representatives and pri-
vate-sector experts, as well as short 
presentations on pertinent topics. 

Teams from local communities 
are encouraged to attend. 
Registration for four is $220 plus 
$55 per additional person on or 
before Nov. 19 and $280 plus $70 
per additional person thereafter. 
Registration is $70 per person 
before Nov. 19 and $85 thereafter. 
Call Get Real! Communications at 
(734) 669-7192 or visit 
ww.TippingToCool.com. 

RE/MAX of Southeastern 
Michigan (RE/MAX) is pre-
senting its third annual 
'American Dream" scholarship 
program, open to high school 
seniors in Macomb, Monroe, 
Oakland and Wayne counties. , 

The scholarship program -
$500 to each of 20 student 
recipients - was originally 
established as part of the cele-
bration of flE/MAX of 
Southeastern Michigan's 25th 
anniversary three years ago. 
Because the program was so 
successful in its inaugural year, 
RE/MAX decided to offer the 
scholarship contest for a sec-

ond time last year, and again 
this year, making it the third 
annual program. 

To apply, students must pro-
vide a short essay on what the 
"American Dream" means to 
them and the role that higher 
education plays in helping to 
achieve that dream. Essays and 
supporting materials will be 
judged on content, originality 
and creativity. 

The deadline for submit-
ting applications is Feb. 1, 
2005. 

"We originally established 
the American Dream' schol-
arship as way to acknowledge 

Youth production 
Motor City Youth Theatre presents 'Annie Jr.' 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10 
and 17, and 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 11-12 and 18-19, at the 
Livonia Civic Center Library Auditorium, 32777 Five Mile, between 
Merriman and Farmington Road, Livonia. Tickets are $5. Call (313) 
535-8962. Pictured are Emily Helman Sctierrer (scrubbing the floor) 
and Allison Allen (standing). 

Option 1 

Gel the interest 
with our standard 

3-year CD 
3.50% 

Annual Percentage Yield 

Option 2 

Get the interest 
upfront in the form 

of a fantasy item 

Fantasy 
C D 

Open a "FLAGSTAR FANTASY C D " 
and enjoy your earned interest this holiday.' 

Fantasy Stems 

« Microsoft Xbox® 
• Sony Playstation®2 
•OreckXL® Air Purifier 
•Apple iPod 40GB Photo 

• Bose® Wave® Music System 
• Sony Cyber-shot® Pro Digital Camera 
• Sony DVD Handycam® Camcorder 
• MICROMV™ Handycam® Camcorder 
• Sony 23" LCDWEGA™ Flat Panel TV 
• Sharper Image Leather Massage® Chair 
• Sony 34" LCD WEGA™ Flat Panel TV 

• Ultimate Golf Makeover Package 
• Ultimate Somerset Collection Shopping Spree 
• Viking® 53" Outdoor Gas Griil 
• Polaris Trait Sport Super Sport Snowmobile 
• Sony 42" Plasma WEGA™ TV 

Major Premiums 
• 2005 Ford Mustang V6 Coupe Premium 
• Motor City Harley-Davidson Sportster® 883 C 
• Motor City Harley-Davidson Ultra Classic®Electra Glide® 
• Golf Trip Packages to the 4 major tournaments 

M E M B E R F D I C 

LENDER www.fiagstar.com 

For more information or a banking center 
near you, call (800) 642-0039 

*3.50% Standard certificate of deposit: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of December 1,2004 on a 36-47 month certificate of deposit. Minimum 

opening balance requirement is $500 and maximum deposit is 5100,000. Deposits are allowed only on the maturity date or during the grace period. Penalty 

may be imposed for early withdrawal. Interest compounded quarterly. Rates are effective for a limited time only and subject to change without notice. Not 

available for public units. Certain restrictions may apply. **Offer expires February 1,2005. Items are limited to Fantasy CD certificates of deposit. Fantasy CD 

items are subject to availability. Minimum deposit requirements start at Si,000. Choice of items and Annual Percentage Yield will vary depending on the 

deposit level and length of the CD term. Fantasy CD is not available for business or public units. Offer may change at any time without notice. See a Flagstar 

representative for fulf program details and disclosures. Certain restrictions may apply. 

a special year for our company, 
and at the same time commu-
nicate RE/MAX's belief in the 
importance of education as a 
means for today's youth to 
become tomorrow's leaders," 
said Jeanette Schneider, vice 
president and co-regional. 
director of RE/MAX of 
Southeastern Michigan. 

"Once we saw how many 
students across our four-coun-

ty region were interested in the 
scholarship, we knew we had 
to extend this program beyond 
just one year." 

For more information about 
the scholarship program, or to 
obtain an entry form, contact 
Jeanette Schneider at 
248.440.0404 x202, check on-
line at www.manyhouses.com, 
or visit any local RE/MAX 
office. 

Instructions for Use: < 
1. Remove from box. 

2 . W a i t for kisses. 

3. Enjoy for a lifetime. 

• 
When making a purchase as important as f ine jewelry, you need a 

jeweler you can trust. Our American Gem Society membership is your 

guarantee that you are doing business with jewelry professionals: a 

staff and store that is committed to on-going gemological training, 

customer service of the highest caliber, and above all, integrity. 

AMER1C A N \l M SOCIETY 
Dedicated to proven ethics, knowledge and cons, consumer protection. 
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MICHIGAN Check out Mich igan Television this week. 
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5 I c l c v i s i « > n , j 
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Tired of Cleaning Gutters? 
Never Clean Gutters Again! 

m 
S I M M M C i l 

GUTTER WEB 
...The system that is 
just as effective and 

durable as the competition 
Smooth and Shiny Top Surface 

SiH»ne caulk bead 
a Uut Flo-Frw wit!, 
bevorne 

ao-FRREt i s 
or 100% Industrial 

c«llap«c 

.at ¥ z 
the Cost!: 

Our Product is So Good.,.We Give a Lifetime Warranty. 

Don't Pay Home Improvement Sales Commissions... 

Deal Direct With the Owner and Save! 
No payment until the job is complete. 

FREE ESTIMATES • NEXT DAY INSTALLATION • MADE IN THE USA 

OthT conpanif"! sav 'hpr* 'S' n.«s c no available... 
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7506 N. Hix » Wobt land 
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full life 
Plymouth man finds 

18-year NFL career 
BY ED WRIGHT 
STAFF WRITER 

Plymouth resident Ross Fichtner almost got floored 
by boding legend Cassius Clay in November of 1966. 

No,'the two didn't exchange blows in a boxing ring, 
but the heavyweight champ, who.later changed his 
name to Muhammad Ali, came close to dashing 
Fichtner's once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to appear on 
the cover of Sports Illustrated, the king of sports maga-
zines. 

It was mid-November o f ' 66 and Fichtner, a strong 
safety for the Cleveland 

Browns, was 
setting a tor-
rid intercep-
tion pace, 
having picked 
off eight pass-
es in six 
games. 

SI decided to 
do a feature on 
the speedy 
defender and a 
few other elite 
National 
Football League 
defensive backs, 
so a photogra-

p h - r , v . , pher followed 

2 1 1 9 t o r a p p e a r e d on t h e N o v e m h o r F i c l l t n e 1 , a round 

t « t n 0 e f f ° " 
remembered. "He 

said-they1; were going t o put me on the cover." 

There Was only one catch, Fichtner discovered later 
in the week. 

"Cassius Clay was fighting against Big Cat Williams 
tha t weekend," he said. "The people f r o m Sports 
Illustrated told me tha t if Big Cat beat Clay, they were 
going to put a photo of the fight on the cover." 

Needless to say, Fichtner immediately became one of 
« lays biggest fans. 

When Clay knocked out Big Cat early in the fight, I 
was the happiest guy around," h e beamed. 

PLEASE SEE FICHTNER, B3 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Plymouth resident Ross Fichtner holds the jersey he was given by the Cleveland Browns in September at a ceremony commemorating 
the 40 anniversary of the team's NFL championship. Fichtner wore #20 during his eight-year career wi th the Browns from 1960-67. 

Spartan swim coach Thill's trophy case' 

Salem, 3 
BY ED WRIGHT 
STAFF WRITER 

Momentum was wearing Salem 
blue and white Friday night mid-
way through the third period when 
Livonia Churchill hockey coach 
Pete Mazzoni called a t ime-out to 
address his skaters, whose once-
comfortable 2-0 lead was perilous-
ly close to being erased. 

"I told them to keep their com-
posure and to play more organ-
ized," recalled Mazzoni, whose 
assertive t ime-out speech came 
seconds after the Rocks had gone 
on a power play with t h e Chargers 
clinging to a 2-1 lead. "We were 
scrambling and we needed to calm 
down" 

Heeding their coach's advice, the 
Chargers re-grouped and chilled. 

They then proceeded to kill the 
penalty and clamp down on the 
Rocks over the final seven minutes 
to win 3-1 before a enthusiastic 
crowd at Livonia's Eddie Edgar Ice 
Arena. 

The victory improved Churchill's 
record to 3-1 overall and 2-0 in the 
Western Lakes Activities 
Association. Salem dropped to 2-3 
and 1-1. 

"We're playing up a n d down," 
Mazzoni said, referring to his 
team's early inconsistent play. "We 
have some good spurts followed by 
some bad ones. We need to get 
more consistent. Our special teams 
have to get better, too. In games 
like this with a lot of penalties, we 
have to make the other team pay." 

Salem coach Fred Feiler said 

PLEASE SEE CHURCHILL, B3 

BY BRAD EM0NS 
1 STAFF WRITER 

Greg Phill will look back on the 2004 
Livonia Stevenson girls swim season with 
fond memories." 

Named Observerland Coach of the Year 
once again, Phill guided the Spartans to 
their 14th consecutive Western Lakes 
Activities Association championship and 
a lOth-place finish in the Division I state 
meet held Nov. 19-20 at the University of 
Michigan. 

"To take five kids to the state meet and 
finish in the top t e n . . . I'm pretty happy 
with that," said Phill, who has been at the 
helm of the Spartans' program for 19 
years. "This year was a very good year 
because the girls really came together 

Phill 

when they needed it." 
Stevenson's string of 

WLAA titles appeared to 
be in jeopardy this sea-
son, bu t the Spartans 
came away with another 
title, outscoring host 
Salem, 598-515, and 
third-place Northville, 
which finished with 450. 

"This is the first year in 
14 years we could have easily been thi rd 
in the conference," Phill said. "Figured we 
were down 25 points to Northville going 
into the meet and our girls jus t stepped it 
up really big. 

"We've never been challenged the pre-
vious years and it would be interesting to 
see how we'd react that. I think our girls 

were a little apprehensive, b u t we raced 
well (in a dual meet) against Northville 
and gave us some confidence." 

Lopsided dual-meet losses to both five-
time state champion Ann Arbor Pioneer, 
and runner -up Farmington Hills Mercy 
prepared the Spartans for the stretch run. 

"History was on our side," Phill said of 
the string of WLAA crowns. "There has-
n't been a Stevenson team tha t hasn' t 
swam well in the conference meet, and 
that goes all the way back to Lois 
McDonald (Stevenson's longtime coach). 
The kids feed off that tradition and af ter 
a couple of events, the ball started rolling 
and they went after it." 

See All-Area Girls Swimming on page B4. 

Good spurts 
Lady Ocelots get hot at the end, beat KVCC 

BY PAT ALLEN 
STAFF WRITER 

Recently, Wake Forest men's bas-
ketball coach, Skip Prosser, said: 
"Basketball is a game of spurts, and 
often times whoever gets the last 
spurt wins." 

While Schoolcraft College's 
women's basketball players may not 
have heard Prosser say this, or even 
know who he is, they sure do sub-
scribe to his adage. 

The Lady Ocelots went on an 8-1 
run iii the final minute to get past 
Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College, 75-71, in the opening round 
Friday of the Schoolcraft 
Invitational. 

The game featured more flip-flop-
ping than a pancake house with 14 
lead changes and 10 ties. 

The teams started the game in a 

dead heat, with each team never 
trailing by more than five points in 
the first half, which ended 35-32 in 
KVCC's favor. 

"I told the kids at halftime," KVCC 
coach Ron Welch said," 'if we take 
care of the basketball in the second 
half and rebound, we walk out of 
here a winner.' We just didn't do 
that." 

And the Lady Ocelots took advan-
tage. Schoolcraft (5-2) used an 11-1 
spurt early in the second half to pull 
out in front by seven, their largest 
lead of the game, but the Lady 
Cougars rumbled back with a 10-2 
run of their own to make it 50-49 
with just under 10 minutes to play. 

But back came the Lady Ocelots 
with an 8-0 run followed immediate-
ly by a 6-0 spurt for KVCC (2-3) to 

PLEASE SEE SCHOOLCRAFT, B2 

JERRY ZOLYNSKYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Lizann Charles of Schoolcraft gets off a shot inside against g 
against Kaiamazoo Valley CC's Lindsey Brown during Friday 
night's opening round. 

Youth wrestling j 
The second session of j 

t he Canton Wrest l ing ' 
Club wi l l run f r o m Jan. 3 
t h rough March 13. The J 
cost is $ 4 5 and includes; 
membersh ip in t h e 
Michigan Youth Wrest l ing 
Assoc ia t ion and a c lub T-
sh i r t . Regis t ra t ion wi l l be 
held Wednesday, Dec. 15 r 

f r om 7 p.m. t o 9 p.m. in ; 
r oom 3 0 5 of Canton High 
School 's Phase i l l b u i l d - ; 
ing. Pract ices wi l l be held 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays. A th le tes 
f r o m f i rs t t h rough e igh th 
grades may par t ic ipa te . ; 
Pract ices wi i i be div ided^ 
in to beginning and 
advanced wres t le rs . 

Contact Canton 
wres t l ing coach Casey 
Randolph at (734 ) 697- j 
2 0 8 3 or e-mai l h im at 
c j-andolph44@>yahoo.co 
m . 

Hooptryouts ; 
The P lymouth /Can ton ? 

Crossf i re g i r ls basketba l l 
o rgan iza t ion wi l l ho id t r f 
ou ts for the upcoming •; 
season on Saturday, Dec| 
11, in the P l ymou th I 
Chr is t ian Academy g y m i 
nasium, loca ted at | 
4 3 0 6 5 J o y Rd. (between 
Mor ton Taylor and Li l ley} 
roads). The school s i ts 
behind Calvary Bapt is t 
Church. Tryouts will be 
held from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
for girls 13 and under. 
The tryout fee is $15. All 
girls in teres ted in t r y i ng 
out should ar r ive a few 
minutes ear ly t o register; 

For more in fo rmat ion , : 
con tac t Gary Wheeler at" 
(734 ) 459 -7574 . 

Figure skating j 
On Saturday, Dec. 11, a t 

6 p.m., f igure skaters : 
w h o t ra in at Canton's 
A rc t i c Edge wi l l be skat-" 
ing in a ho l iday exh ib i t i on 
at t he faci l i ty, wh ich is : 
located on Michigan Ave.;, 
j u s t west of Canton 
Center. Admiss ion is f ree 
t o see some of t he t op 
skaters in t he area p e r - ' 
f o rm ing t o Chr is tmas 
music . Learn t o skate 

The w in te r session of . 
t he Novi Ice Arena's 
Learn to Skate program 
wi l l run f r o m Jan. 4 
t h rough Feb. 1 9 , 2 0 0 5 . 
Classes are o f fe red in a 
va r ie ty of t imes on 
Tuesdays th rough 
Saturdays. Skate rental- is 
available. Ip addi t ion, . 
Learn to Skate s tudents 
who are reg is tered wil l 
receive f ree admission to 
open skat ing at t he Novi 
Ice Arena th roughou t t he 
seven-week session. 

The fo l lowing classes 
wi l l be of fered: beginning 
t o t s ; Snowplow Sam 1-3; 
basic 1-8; f rees ty le 1-2; 
adu l t 1-4; and home 
school . Open regist rat ion 
fo r Learn to Skate begins 
Dec. 5. Call t he Novi Ice 
Arena at (248 ) 347-1010 
or v is i t i ts Web si te at 
www.novi icearena.com. 

Clarification 
Former Canton soccer 

p layer and cu r ren t Albion 
College s tandout Ashley 
Rosaen was vo ted to the 
Michigan Independent, . 
A th le t i c Associat ion's 
First Team af te r tallying 
n ine goals and two 
assists for t he 10-8-2 
Br i tons. I t was erro-
neously p r in ted in 
Thursday 's ed i t ion of the 
Observer tha t Rosaen 
was vo ted to the MIAA's 
Honorable.Ment ion team. / 

mailto:ewright@oe.homecomm.iit
http://www.noviicearena.com
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CC cage team has big holes to fill SCHOOLCMFT 
+ * FROM PAGE B1 

BY TIM SMITH 

STAFF WRITER 

There's a big hole to fill in 
ledford Catholic Central's bas-
letball lineup with the depar-
iire of 6-10 center Dan 
Vaterstradt to Rutgers 
Tniversity. * 

But several Shamrocks could 
ombine their talents to give 
b a d coach Rick Coratti a very 
jresentable front-court for the 
2)04-05 Catholic League sea-
s>n. 

Whether or not they can 
telp the Shamrocks duplicate 
1st season's success remains to 
b seen; the team went 17-6 
list year, good enough for a 
avisional title and a trip to the 
Catholic League and district 
fnals. 

Also graduating were 
sarters Jim Cash (Albion), 

Dave HerberhoLf and Kyle 
Smith. 

"We have two juniors that 
will play by committee and fill 
his (Waterstradt's) shoes," 
Coratti said last week. "He's a 
tough kid to replace." 

Certain to give it a go will be 
6-7 junior forward Chris 
Harding and 6-5 junior for-
ward Aras Butkunas, a gifted 
outside shooter. Also set for the 
low post is 6-2 senior forward 
and captain Dominique 
Fischer. 

"He's a leader on and off the 
floor," said Coratti about 
Fischer. "And he's a slasher, 
he'll go to the basket strong for 
us." 

Another key player is senior 
point guard Rob Fragoso, 
although he may miss 
Tuesday's season opener 
against visiting Orchard Lake 

St. Mary's (7:30 p.m.) due to a 
broken hand. 

"Rob's our floor leader, like 
he was last year," Coratti said. 
"He's our point guard and our 
top defender." 

While Fragoso mends on the 
sidelines, Coratti will rely on 
junior guards Antyrio Raimer 
and Robert Forte to chip in 
with contributions. Also start-
ing in the backcourt will be 6-3 
junior Garrett Senczyszyn, a , 
returnee who also i's a good 
outside shooter. 

Coratti expects the 
Shamrocks to make strides as 
the season progresses. 

"We'll be a little inexperi-
enced, with six of our top eight 
players being juniors," Coratti 
said. "Time will tell, but I think 
we'll be pretty good," 

tsmith@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2106 
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cut the Schoolcraft lead to a single point. 
The Lady Cougars used another streak with 

just over a minute remaining to reclaim the lead 
for the first time since 15:43 left in the second 
stanza. 

But the lead wouldn't stick for KVCC as 
Schoolcraft put the ball in Charlese Greer's hands 
and Greer scored seven of the final eight points 
for the Lady Ocelots and all but one for 
Schoolcraft in the final two minutes. 

"We wanted to go inside to Char and she came 
up with some key buckets there," Schoolcraft 
coach Karen Lafata said. "We really wanted her to 
get the ball inside." 

Perhaps overshadowing the eight-point streak 
to end the game was the pressure defense that 
forced the Lady Cougars to turn the ball over on 
three of their final four possessions. 

"I. think we did some things in the last two min-
utes to help us win the ball game," Lafata said. 
"We played 40 minutes of pressure defense and 
that's tough on teams; I think after awhile teams 
start folding in to the pressure." 

Greer scored 16 of her 21 points in the second 
half and pulled down six rebounds for 
Schoolcraft. 

"She was in foul trouble early," Lafata said, "she 
really just didn't get into the offense (in the first 
half). 

Amantha Combs (Belleville) contributed 15 
points, six boards and four assists off the bench 
and Mikiko Williams added 10 points and a quar-
tet of thefts for the Lady Ocelots. 

"Amantha had been starting for us" Lafata said, 
"and I talked to her the other day and said: 'I real-
ly think, you coming off the bench, I think you 
can spark this team,' and I think that's exactly 
what she did. 

"I just hope she accepts that role and comes in 
and becomes a great sixth man." 

Ashley Gibson also had a noteworthy game, 

JERRY ZOLYNSKY I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Lizann Charles of Schoolcraft gets off a shot inside 
against g against Kalamazoo Valiey CC's Lindsey Brown 
during Friday night's opening round. 

compiling nine points, seven rebounds, sev^n 
assists and six steals, the final steal coming with 
21 seconds to play and the Lady Ocelots ahead by 
two. 

"This was one of the best games of her career," 
Lafata said. "I thought she played an inspiring 
game, just in terms of her activity, she was talking 
to her teammates and just making big plays." 

Schoolcraft took on the Lady Panthers of Olive-
Harvey College in Saturday's final. Results will 
appear in Thursday's Observer. 

OLIVE-HARVEY (ILL) 56, SINCLAIR (OHIO) 50: Keyanna Mayfield had 17 
points and Ashley Nooks added 12 t o lead the Lady Panthers to a victory 
F r iday a g a i n s t t h e Pr ide in t h e f i r s t r o u n d of the S c h o o l c r a f t 
Invitational. Mary Werden had 20 points for Sinclair but it wasn't enough, 
as the Pride fell to 4-1. 

Taurei Williams added 11 for Olive-Harvey (6-4). 

UCONN 
Huskies 

7-4, Big East Conf. 

Univers i ty 
of To ledo 
R o c k e t s 

MAC Champion 

TICKETS: VIP CLUB LEVEL $55.00 • RESERVED SEATS $45.00 and $25. 
Purchase tickets in person by visiting the Ford Field ticket office. 

To order tickets by phone call Ticketmaster 248-645-6666 
or visit www.ticketmaster.com PDFQE08280166 

S NEWEST HOLIDAY TRADITION 

Please recyc le th i s newspaper 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
PREP BASKETBALL Walled Lake Northern at Canton Wednesday, Dec. 8 

Tuesday, Dec. 7 at Arctic Edge Ice Arena, 8 p.m. Lewis College (III.) at Schoolcraft, 7:30 p.m. 
Agape Christian at Deerfield, 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec 11 Sunday, Dec. 12 

Franklin Rd. at Plymouth Christian, 7 p.m. PCS Penguins at Port Huron Mohawk College at Schoolcraft, 3 p.m. 
Salem at Belleville, 7 p.m. at McMorran Place, 4:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10 

Ann Arbor Green Hifls at Plymouth, 7 p.m. Canton at Chelsea, 7 p.m. (Bethel College, Ind. Tourney) 
Canton at Monroe, 7 p.m. PREP WRESTLING Madonna vs. Bethel (Ind.), 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 8 Wednesday, Dec. 8 Saturday, Dec. 11 
Allen Park at Plymouth', 7 p.m. Tri-Mt. Anderson and Birmingham Bethel (Ind.) Tourney, 6 & 8 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 10 Brother Rice at Canton, 5 p.m. WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
Livonia Clarencevitle at PCA, 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11 Wednesday, Dec. 8 

Monroe at Salem, 7 p.m. Canton and Salem at Salem Madonna at Wayne State, 5:30 p.m. 
Lincoln Park at Plymouth, 7 p.m. Invitational, 9:30 a.m. Schoolcraft at Grand Rapids CC, 5:3 p.m. 

Novi at Canton, 7 p.m: Plymouth at Armada Tournament, TBA Friday, Dec. 10 
PREP HOCKEY PREP VOLLEYBALL (Kalamazoo Valiey CC Tourney) 

Tuesday, Dec. 7 Saturday, Dec. 11 Schoolcraft vs. Columbus St. (Ohio), 1 p.m. 
Grosse Pointe North vs. PCS Penguins Plymouth Christian and Canton at Kalamazoo Valley vs. Highland {III.), 3 p.m. 

at Arctic Edge Ice Arena, 6:30 p.m. Livonia Stevenson Invitational, TBA Saturday, Dec. n 
Walled Lake Central at Salem Salem at South Lyon Invitational, 9 a.m. K'zoo Valley Tourney, 5:30 & 7:30 p.m. 

at Plymouth Cultural Center, 8 p.m. BOYS SWIMMING ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE 
Wednesday, Dec. 8 Tuesday, Dec. 7 Friday, Dec. 10 

Birmingham Country Day at Salem Salem at Ann Arbor Huron, 6 p.m. Whalers at Sarnia Sting, 7:30 p.m. 
at Plymouth Cultural Center, 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11 Saturday, Dec. 11 
Plymouth atJJ.H. Crestwood, 6:50 p.m. Salem, Plymouth and Canton at Whalers vs. Owen Sound 

Canton at i ivonia Franklin, 6 p.m. WLAA Conference Relays at Salem, 10 a.m. at Compuware Arena, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 10 MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL Sunday, Dec. 12 

Nor thv i l l e at P l y m o u t h Tuesday, Dec. 7 Whalers at Guelph S to rm , 3 p.m. 
at P K - m i t t ! Cu l tu ra l Center 8 30 p m Spr ing ftrbor at Madonna . 7 3.m 

HOLIDAY GIMME. 

N O W , SAVE $30 O N 
A WEEK-LONG PASS. 

This season, give thu? rhat keeps on swinging -

rickets to the 2005 Ford Senior Players Championship. 

A week-long pass is only $55 a $30 savings. Purchase 

I v o t v Der einhei 3 1. 20i i 1. and ytM'P ic i eivr .! 

free portable sports chair, as well as a PGA T o u r 

P . m i v s iVU nilK-r-hip md n n^Vi i i e <-ubs< riptio.i . 

Pm.S, .• 'jorii(v> cv p r o c e e d s v.HI benefi t local 

cliuMtk--. " u u l u s t ' su ;i! 1 - 8 6 6 FMX" 1 iX o r 

www. fo rd s 0 n I o r p k i y(YS c h a n 1 p. p o a t o u r, c o m. ju'-t 

mention code OttS. And ha/e a swinging holiday. 

TPC OF MICHIGAN. 
JULY 7-10. 1-866-FSPC-TIX. 

C H A M P I O N S 
TOUR 

"*'o, 

Authentic Detroit 
GS IERSEY! 

In Our Classified Section 
ay & Sunday to see how you can enter! 

©bsenrer iEccentrit 

A AOL FOB BROADBAND 

Presents 
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& 
COLLEGE HOCKEY 

AT "THE JOE" 

40th Annual Great Lakes Invitationa 

I f S 
Wed., Dec. 29 • 4:30 & 8:00 PM 

Michigan vs. Michigan Tech 
Michigan State vs. New Hampshire 

Thu., Dec. 30 • 4:30 PM 
Third Place Game 

Thu., Dec. 30 • 8:00 PM 
Championship Game 

«Joe Lpuis Areoa 

Tickets are available at the Joe Louis 
Arena box office, call 313-396-7575 or log 

on to collegehockeyatthejoe.com 

A 
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FICHTNER 
FROM PAGE B1 

career 
Getting his image splashed 

• across the cover the coun-
try's No. 1 sports magazine was" 
a definitive highlight, but it 
was just one of several accom-
plishments on the charismatic 
Fichtner's impressive resume. 

Following a distinguished 
high school football career at 
McKeesport (Pa.) High School, 
Fichtner headed to Purdue in 
1956. He starred as a quarter-
back/defensive back for the 
Boilermakers for three years 
before getting drafted by the 
Browns in the third round of 
the I960 NFL draft. The multi-
talented athlete was also 
selected by the American 
Football League's Buffalo Bills 
and the Canadian Football 
League's Montreal Alouettes. 

"I actually chose to play for 
the team that was offering me 
the least amount of money," 
Fichtner revealed. "I only 
made $10,000 that year and 
the 10-year All-Pro player who 
I was replacing was making 
$10,500. But I was doing what 
I loved — playing football." 

Demanding job 
Fichtner said the biggest dif-

ference between the NFL of 
the 1960s and professional 
football today is the demands 
that were put on the players. 

"There were only 36 players 
on each team's roster, so every-
body had to play more than 
one position," Fichtner said. 
"Today, everything is special-
ized. Back then, I was the 
starting strong safety on 
defense, the third-string quar-
terback on offense, the second-
string flanker, the fifth-string 
running back and the second-
string split-end." 

Fichtner was a pivotal mem-
ber of the 1964 Browns team 
that captured the NFL cham-
pionship. Cleveland was led by 
Hall of Fame running back Jim 
Brown. 

"Jim and I were good 
friends," Fichtner said. "He was 
the best football player I've 
ever seen play. 

"We just had a 40-year 
reunion for members of that 
team in Cleveland," Fichtner 
said. "Thirty-four of the 38 
guys who played came back for 
the reunion. It was a great 
p a r t y . " 

Stepping dawn 
After playing eight years in 

BILL BRE5LER iTAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Ross Fichtner reflects back on his NFL playing days in his Plymouth basement, which is decorated with a variety of 
memorabilia. 

Cleveland and one in New 
Orleans, Fichtner retired fol-
lowing-the 1968 season due to 
the effects of several concus-
sions he suffered during his 
career. He was hired as a sales 
representative for an inde-
pendent lawn and garden sup-
ply company. 

"I was a sales rep for five 
years before I realized that 
wasn't what I wanted to do for 
the rest of my life," Fichtner 
said. "I decided I wanted to get 
into coaching, so I made a few 
calls. Through divine interven-
tion — that's the only way I can 
explain it — I got a job coach-
ing defensive backs for the 
World Football League's 
Florida Blazers." 

Over the next 10 years, 
Fichtner built a reputation as 
one of the NFL's best defen-
sive-backfield coaches. His 
professional-coaching stops 
included Green Bay, Chicago 
and Minnesota. 

"The best secondary I ever 
coached was the one in 
Chicago, which had Doug 
Plank, Gary Fencik and Virgil 
Ivers," Fichtner said. "We qual-
ified for the playoffs once, but, 
more importantly, we built the 
foundation for the defense that 
ended up winning the Super 
Bowl a few years later." 

Long hours 
While coaching in the NFL 

was rewarding, it was also tax-
ing for Fichtner, who rareh gut 
to spend time with his wife, 
Karen. 

"During the season, we'd get 
to eat dinner together maybe 
10 times," Fichtner said. "All of 
the coaches" were putting in>l6-
or 17-hour days. Bart Starr was 
the best head coach I worked 
for; He understood the impor-
tance of family time and would 
let us go home for two or three 
hours some nights to spend 
with the family." 

Fichtner hung up his coach-
ing whistle in 1984 to devote 
more time to his family. That 
was the year he moved to 
Plymouth and resurrected his 
sales career at Schultz- & 
Associates Lawn & Garden 
Supplies. 

Two of Fichtner's three sons 
followed in their dad's gridiron 
footsteps. His oldest son, 
Randy, played at Purdue and is 
currently the offensive coordi-
nator at the University of 
Memphis. His middle son, 
Rusty, was an outstanding line-
backer at the University of 
Michigan before his promising 
career was cut short by a spinal 
injury. Fichtner also has a 19-
year-old son, Daniel, who is a 
graduate of Plymouth 
Christian Academy, and two 
daughters, Tami and Icinya. 

"Except for Daniel, my kids 
are spread out all over the 
country," Fichtner said. 

"But they're all still close at 
heart," Karen said. 

Athletes in 
Fichtner now makes speak-

ing engagements for Athletes 

} coaching 
things," 
also talk to 
, and even 

..in Action, a coach* s ministry. 
"We speak to cosehes about 

how to build character in their 
athletes and how t d build suc-
cessful relationships between 
the members of tin 
staff, among other 
Fichtner said. "We 
pastors, businesses. 
parents." 

What advice would he 
impart on today's youth coach-
es? 

"When I coached, I made it a 
point to correct mental mis-
takes on the field, but I think 
it's important for coaches to 
correct things like poor effort 
and bad attitudes behind close 
doors," Fichtner said. "I would 
never embarrass a player in 
front of his peers." j 

Fichtner jokingly admitted 
he is a believer of the infamous 
Sports Illustrated cover jinx, 
which reportedly brings mis-
fortune to athletes who grace 
the magazine's cipher. 

He's also a victjim of the jinx. 
"I had eight interceptions in 

six games before.1! was on the 
cover in 1966," he said, smiling. 
"After I was on the cover, I did-
n't get another interception the 
rest of the year. I didn't even 
come close to one." 

He only has Big Cat 
Williams to blame for that. 

e w r i g h t @ o e . h o m e c o n m . n e t | ( 7 3 4 ) 953 -2108 

BARNETT 
5 5 Roofing and Siding Inc. 5 5 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 

Duro-Last Master Elite Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Taking Care of Families for Over 40 Years! 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122 

Plymouth Twp. PD 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
Notice is hereby given that on 12/10/04 at 10 am at Mayflower Auto 
Transport, 1179 Starkweather Rd., Plymouth, MI a public auction 
of the following: 

1991 
1988 

Ford 
Dodge 

Escort 
Ram 

1FAPP1288MW4044143 
1B7HD14Y7JS681549 

At 9:00 a.m. at B & B Towing, 934 Ann Arbor Rd.: 

1983 Lincoln Continental 1LNLM98439KY718577 

Publish: December 5, 2004 

INVITATION TO BID 

TIME AND MATERIAL TRADES CONTRACTS 

Sealed bids will be received by the Eastern Michigan University, 
Purchasing Department, 875 Ann Street, Suite 122, Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, 48197 until the following deadlines, at which time they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud. 

10:00 AM - Architectural Woodwork, Cabinets and Fixtures 
10:30 AM - Painting 
11:00 AM - Lath and Plaster 
11:30 AM - Ceramic and Quarry Tile 
01:00 P M - Glass and Glazing 
01:30 PM - Masonry 
02:00 PM - Carpentry 
02:30 PM - Fire Protection 

Bid Documents and Specifications may be obtained at the above 
address beginning Monday, December 6, 2004. Qualified 
Contractors must be located within 60 miles of Eastern Michigan 
University. All bids are to be in sealed envelopes and plainly 
marked as to the Time and Material contract being bid upon and 
the name of the bidder. The University reserves the right to waive 
irregularities, reject any or all bids, or accept any bid, when in the 
opinion of the University, such action will best serve the interest of 
the University. 

By: Rick Paffenroth 
Manager of Administrative Support Services, 

Purchasing Department 
Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

Publish: December 5,2004 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • PARTS 

ALL MAKES 
and MODELS 

f 

As seen on 
"Your Friend 

in the Business" 
on WD IV 

Channel 4 TV 

C o e l i i Q INC. 
Endorsed by 

J0EGAGN0N 

' "The Appliance Doctor"' 
1270 & 950 AM Radio 
'Ask The Hanaymnn' 

•Consumer Advocate 
•Fraud Investigator 

•Radio Talk Show Host 

' ESS 

Y O R K 

Furnace Cleaning 
and Inspection 

Reg...$79.95 NOW...359.95 

SAVE $20.00 
With this coupon • Not valid with other offers 
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Churchill's speed and his 
team's inability to finish off 
scoring chances combined to 
spell defeat. 

"They have a very fast team," 
Feiler said. "I thought we 
played them pretty even over 
the first period. We had some 
opportunities in the second 
and third periods, but we 
couldn't put the puck in the 
net. 

"We made a couple of adjust-
ments after the first period by 
moving our forwards up. It 
helped some, but we couldn't 
take advantage of the chances 
we had to score." 

Both goalies turned in steady 
efforts. Salem's Brandon 
DeMars stopped 23 shots while 
Churchill's Bob Zaremba . 
stuffed 12. 

"I thought their goalie played 
very well," Mazzoni said of 
DeMars. "He kept them in it." 

There were no serious offen-
sive threats in the scoreless 
first period, in which both 
goalies made six routine saves 
each. 

Churchill dented the score-
board first 58 seconds into the 
second period when senior 
winger Wes Carpenter broke 
away from, the Salem defense 
at mid-ice and beat DeMars 
with a high shot to make it 1-0. 
Nick Harris and Kyle Burke 
were credited with assists on 
Carpenter's goal. • 

Both goalies turned in steady 

efforts. Salem's Brandon 

DeMars stopped 23 shots 

while Churchill's Bob ; 

Zaremba stuffed 12. 

Less than four minutes later, ' 
the Chargers doubled their * 
lead to 2-0 when Brandon 
Mishowski stuffed a rebound 
shot past the sprawling 
DeMars. •: 

_, Mike Persha and Justin 
IStadler picked up helpers on , 
the goal. ^ 

Salem capitalized on a two- } 

man advantage power play r 

with 4:18 to go in the second 
period when John Maurer siz- . 
zled a slap shot past Zaremba 
from the left wing to make it 2-
1. Craigen Bauldry assisted on 
the goal. £ 

Churchill's Dan Wensing j-
closed out the scoring with a i 
power-play insurance goal with ' 
six seconds left. He was assist-* 1 

ed by Matt Heinzelman and 
Justin Stadler.1 

Charger forward Justin 
Stadler didn't score a goal, but 
he had several dazzling rushes 
up the ice. 

"I thought Justin played 
well," Mazzoni said. "He's a 
threat to score every time he 
touches the puck." -J 

Chief icers slam Central 
Nine different players scored 

to lead Canton's hockey team to 
a convincing 11-1 victory over 
Walled Lake Central Friday 
night at the Arctic Edge Ice 
Arena'. 

Canton improved its record 
to 2-1 overall and 1-1 in the 
Western Lakes Activities 
Association. 

Canton jumped to a 5-0 lead 
after the opening period and 
never looked back. 

Senior captain Reece 
McCabe did the most damage 
for the Chiefs, recording a hat-

trick and a pair of assists. Mike 
Kondratek had one goal and 
four assists while Bryan 
Wioncek and Garrett Hyman 
each tallied one goal and three 
helpers. 

Pat Gallagher, Kyle 
Kowalski, Sean Rago, Ryan 
Mooradian and Andy Barylski 
scored one goal a piece. 

Senior Tony Hylko and fresh-
man Kevan Swanberg split 
time in net for the Chiefs, who 
travel to Livonia's Eddie Edgar 
Arena on Wednesday night to 
tangle with Livonia Franklin. 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a 
bid for Year 8 Universa l Serv ice F u n d (USF) Funding . Bidders 
may obtain bidding documents by contacting Jim Casteel of the 
PCCS Technology Department at (734) 416-2706. For additional 
information, contact Dan Phillips of the PCCS Purchasing 
Department at (734) 416-2746. Sealed bids- are due on or before 
2:00 p.m., Thursday, December 16th, 2004. The Board of Education 
reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids, as they judge to 
be in the best interest of the school district. 

Board of Education 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 

JOANNE LAMAR, Secretary 

Publish: December 5 and 12, 2004 

HIGH VELOCITV 
S P O R T S 

(734)487-7678 

FREE Estimates • Licensed and Insured 
Michigan State Lie. 71-01599 

6$ Trucks for 
Fast Service! 734-422-8080 

30210 Ford Road • Garden City 
Showroom and Parts 

W I N T E R V 

Youth—AtfuU Leagues 
. Season: Januajy 2""~~-Marth 12* 

Tedm Fee: % m Individual, Feci $95 
U6-U8 Team Fee: $500 Individual Fee: $65 

Elementary School—AdulfLeagues 
Season; lanuary 2*—March \ t 

Team Fee: $350 Individual Fee: $8S 

High School and Adult leagues 
Season: January 2**—March 12* 

Fee: $400 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR 
SOCCER. FOOTBALL. & DODGE BAIL: 

DECEMBER 13, 2004 

Small Stars for *-4year olds/ ' 
Kicks with Kids for 4~7 yon olds 

Beginning Booicrs for 8-lljrear olds 
Skill Acceleration Camp for 5-Jlyear okb 

Finishing School for 8-12 (Ms 
Goalkeeper Camp for 3-12 ̂ ear olds 

Women's Clinic for adults 
Classes start the week of fan, T1. 

8 weeks. Visit msw.iivpsoris.cem for an 
updated list of class times, dates, & fees. 

7(,n * AVKM K • T A M u V M! 4SIHH 
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Swim stars capture all-area 
; FIRST-TEAM INDIVIDUALS 

' k 

| Allison Schmitt, Fr., Canton (200 
ffeestyle): The freshman was daz-
zlfng in her first year of high-school 
shimming as she earned All-State 
l&nors in two events (200 and 500 
fieestyle), captured the 100 butter-
f ly at the Western Lakes Activities 
Association conference meet and 
finished second in the 200 individ-
ua l medley at t he WLAA meet. 
Schmitt qualified for the state meet 
in six events and set several school 
records. 
/ "Allison has been a great asset 
and source of energy for the team," 
said Canton coach Molly Raines. 
"She works hard and loves every-
thing to do with swimming." 

: Laura Tlmson, Fr., Liv. Stevenson 
(ZOO individual medley): The fresh-
man placed fourth in the Division I 
state meet with a t ime of 2:10.64, 
tops in the area to earn Ail-State 

Jionors. 
* She also added a 12th place fin-
i s h e d at the state meet in the 100 
^breaststroke and had a season-best 
* t i m e of 1:07.75 to earn All-American 

consideration. 
Timson also won the 200 IM at 

^ the WLAA and added a fourth in the 
~100 breaststroke. 
* "Laura came in as a freshman 
* a n d did great job for us," Stevenson 
* coach Greg Phill said. "She is a very 
% hard worker and we look forward to 

hav ing Laura th ree more years 
% because she's a great big meet per-

*£ former." 

5 * J i l l Peterson, Soph., Westland 
: Glenn (50 freestyle): The versatile 
* sophomore now holds four individ-
u a l school records including an area 
t best in the 50 freestyle where she 
f l o c k e d a 25.33 to win the WLAA 
- t i t le . 
- Peterson also set a school record 
- i n the 100 breaststroke with a time 
- j | f 1:07.84 and placed eighth in that 
- gven t at the state meet. She also 
•-placed runner-up in 100 breast-
s t r o k e at the WLAA meet. 

Peterson also placed 20th in the 
200 freestyle at the state meet with 
a school-best 1:58.68. She is also a 

; member of Glenn's school-record 
_400 freestyle relay team (3:55.59). 

Peterson made seven state cuts 
- o u t of eight individual events this 
; fa l l . 

"Jill continues to set her goals 
- high, which keeps her motivated to 
; t ra in hard and improve her times," 
:6 lenn coach Randy Ferguson said. 
: t l 'm anxious to see what she can do 
:6y the time she is a senior." 

Ashley Aquinto, Sr., Salem (div-
; jng) : A team captain, Aquinto quali-
f i e d for the Division 1 state meet 
twhe re she finished 25th. She was 
i t h e 2004 WLAA diving champion, 
-compil ing 335.40 points in 11 dives. 
IThe senior earned Ail-WLAA recogni-
t i o n for fou r years and All-
^b i |erver land honors the past three 
- seasons. Aquinto has a 3.41 grade-
- point average. 

"Ashley has truiy been the force 
- m div ing for Salem the past four 
' yea rs , " said coach .Chuck Olson. 

"Ashley has displayed sportsman-
-ship and a competitive nature that 
rwas respected by teammates and 
^competitors." 

1; Anna Polkowsk i , Soph., Liv. 
IStevenson 000 butterfly): The soph-
o m o r e was runner -up in the 
^Western Lakes meet and was 27th 
idveral l at the state meet in the 100 
| butterfly. Her best time this season 
:was 1:02.11. 
C !n the 50 freestyle, she took sec-
fond, in the WLAA. She also went 
' I P 5 in the 50 freestyle and 56.45 
• : i l b e 1 0 0 freestyle. 
- r r* Only a sophomore, Anna is one 
.of the cornerstones of our team," 

J'Phill said. "Anna will always step up 
: when needed." 

Marisa Gordon, Jr., Liv. Stevenson 
: (100 freestyle): The junior was a 
-rffouble-winner in the WLAA meet in 
- t he 100 freestyle (54.14) arid 100 
• backstroke (1:00.97). 
^ At the Div is ion I state meet, 
;Gordon took 11th in the 100 back-
^ stroke and 12th in the 100 freestyle. 
- ! She was also named Stevenson's 
E.2004 MVP, 

"Marisa is a very hard-working 

and versatile swimmer," Phill said. 
"Marisa has spent the last three 
years scoring big points for this 
team and I know she wil l have, a 
great senior year." 

Mary Shereda, Jr., Liv. Churchill 
(500 freestyle): The junior earned 
four state qualifying times including 
the 200 f rees ty le , 200 IM, 500 
freestyle and 100 backstroke. 

She placed 20th in Division I and 
had a season-best time of 5:18.18 in 
the 500 freestyle.'She was also 36th 
in the 200 freestyle and had a per-
sonal best of 2:00.94 in that event. 

At the WLAA meet, The Churchill 
MVP took third in the 100 butterfly 
and finished f i f th in the 200 IM. 

"Mary brings 100 percent effort 
and dedication to the pool every 
day," Churchill coach Keith Niedbala 
said. "She is truly a coach's dream. I 
am proud of her accomplishments 
in and out of the pool. She deserves 
it." 

Monica Pauza, Sr., Liv. Stevenson 
(100 backstroke): The senior placed 
14th at the Division i state meet in 
the 100 backstroke with a season-
best 1:01.83 in the prelims. She also 
took 18th in the 200 IM with a life-
time best of 2:14.14. 

At the WLAA meet, the Stevenson 
team captain took fourth in the 200 
iM and was runner-up to Gordon in 
the 100 backstroke. 

"It's always hard to say good-bye 
to a senior, espec ia l l y Monica 
because she has given us four years 
of hard work and dedication, along 
with stellar big meet performanc-
es," Phill said. "She will be missed." 

Brynn Marecki, Fr., Liv. Stevenson 
(100 breaststroke): The freshman 
earned AN-State honors and All-
American consideration in the 100 
breaststroke by finishing fourth in 
the Division I finals with a time of 
1:05.91. 

At the WLAA meet, Marecki cap-
tured the 100 breaststroke and was 
runner-up to teammate Gordon in 
the 100 freestyle (54.41). 

She was named Stevenson's 
Rookie of the Year. 

"Brynn has a great work ethic 
and a lot of talent," Phill said. "I 
expect she'll be swimming great for 
years to come." 

FIRST-TEAM RELAYS 

Stevenson, 200 medley (Monica 
Pauza, Sr.; Marecki, Fr.; Anna 
Polkowski, Soph.; Marisa Gordon, 
Jr.): This quartet finished sixth in 
the Division I state meet with an 
area-best 1:51.09 clocking to earn 
All-State honors and All-American 
consideration. 

They were also WLAA champions. 

Canton, 200 f r e e s t y l e (Susie 
Patrick, Sn Izabela Paszkowska, Jr.; 
Allison Schmitt, Fr.; Laura Landis, 
Soph.): The talented foursome fin-
ished first in the WLAA conference 
meet and 12th at the Division 1 state 
meet. 

"The giris did an excellent job 
working together," Canton coach 
Molly Raines said. "Their energy was 
contagious and it really exploded at 
the state meet." 

Stevenson, 400 freestyle (Anna 
Polkowski, Soph.; Monica Pauza, Sr.; 
Brynn Marecki, Fr.; Marisa Gordon, 
Jr.): This foursome finished 11th at 
the Division I state finals going an 
area-best 3:42.65 in the prelims fol-
lowed by a 3:42.86 in the 8 final. 

They also clocked a 3:43.07 to win 
the Western Lakes title. 

"This relay had a great swim after 
a very long weekend," Phill said of 
the state f ina ls held at the 
University of Michigan. "Only losing 
one swimmer (Pauza) to gradation, 
we ' l l set our s igh ts on an Ai l -
American time standard next year." 

SECOND-TEAM INDIVIDUALS 

Katie Gorman, Fr., Salem (200 
freestyle): A state qualifier on the 
Rocks' 400 f ree re lay quar te t , 
Gorman finished fourth at the WLAA 
conference meet in the 200 
freestyle and 500 freestyle. She has 
a 3.30 GPA. 

"Katie is proving to be one of the 
best freshmen in the area, which 
includes the best in the state," said 
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Salem coach Chuck Olson. "Katie 
has the ability and desire to have 
outstanding success the next three 
years." 

Keisey Lincoln, Jr. , Salem (200 
IM): An outstanding student (4.0 
GPA), Lincoln also shined in the 
pool, finishing 20th in the individual 
medley and 18th in the 100 breast-
stroke at the 2004 Division 1 state 
meet. Voted the team's most valu-
able swimmer, Lincoln was also a 
key member of the Rocks' state-
quali fying 200 medley relay, 200 
freestyle relay and 400 freestyle 
relay teams. She f inished third in 
the 200 IM at the WLAA conference 
meet and second in the 200 individ-
ual medley. 

"Kelsey is a h igh ly respected 
state class swimmer by teammates, 
compet i to rs and coaches," said 
Salem coach Chuck Olson. "As a 
swimmer at Salem, no event is out 
of the question if that is what the 
team needs." 

izabela Paszkowska, Jr., Canton 
(50 freestyle): The junior set a per-
sonai -best in the 50 f rees ty le 
(26.05) at the state meet and turned 
in a 58.24 in the 100 freestyle at the 
WLAA meet. She was instrumental in 
the Chiefs' 9-0 record. 

"Izabela is always trying to find 
ways, to improve , " sa id Canton 
coach Molly Raines. "She is so posi-
tive and optimistic throughout the 
season. Her hard work and attitude 
really make all the difference." 

Mina Pirzadeh, Jr., Canton (div-
ing): The junior finished first in div-
ing at the Spartan Invitational and 
she qualified for the state meet in 
just her second year of diving. She 
turned in a top-six e f fo r t at the 
WLAA meet. 

"Mina has done so well this year," 
raved coach Molly Raines. "Her goal 
was to be in the top 12 at the con-
ference meet and she made it all 
the way to the s ta te meet. She 
worked really hard and I am excited 
for her senior year." 

Al l ison Goldsmith, Sr., Canton 
(100 butterfly): Goldsmith qualified 
for the state meet with a 1:02.20 in 
the 100 butterfly and a 26.18 in the 
50 freestyle. Unfortunately, she was 
unable to compete in the state meet 

due to an injury. The senior was a 
member of the 400 free relay team 
t h a t he lped edge Salem and 
Northville in Canton's two huge reg-
ular-season dual-meet victories. 

"Allison puts in 150 percent every 
day in everything she does," said 
Canton coach Molly Raines. "She 
qualified for states every year. She 
is a determined athiete and scholar: 
she will do very well after gradua-
tion." 

Susie Patrick, Sr., Canton (100 
freestyle): Patrick was one of the 
main reasons the Chiefs ' went 
through the season unbeaten. The 
team captain finished third in the 
100 freestyle and seventh in the 200 
freestyle. She was also a member of 
Canton's 200 freestyle relay quartet 
that turned in a gold-medal effort at 
the WLAA conference meet and the 
team's 400 freestyle relay squad 
that was third at the WLAA meet 
and 17th at the Division 1 state meet. 

"Susie is a great leader, both in 
and out of the pool," said Canton 
coach Molly Raines. "She has 
worked very hard. I am looking for-
ward to seeing her swimming career 
continue." 

Rebecca Hum, Jr., Liv. Stevenson 
(500 freestyle): The junior was a 
WLAA finalist in both the 200- and 
500 freestyles. 

She placed fifth in the 200 with a 
season-best 2:05.35 (in the preiims) 
and added a t h i r d in the 500 
freestyle with a time of 5:29.43 (also 
in the prelims). 

"Becky is a very hard worker and 
does a great job anchoring our dis-
tance events," Phiil said. "We're 
looking forward to a great senior 
year from Becky." 

Katie Myers, Sr., Saiem 000 back-
s t roke) : A captain, Myers was a 
member of the Rocks' 200 medley 
relay team that finished second at 
the WLAA meet. She finished 13th at 
the WLAA conference meet in the 
200 individual medley and f i f th in 
the 100 backstroke. Myers has com-
piled an outstanding 3.58 GPA. 

"Katie was a hard-working and 
supportive teammate all four years 
at Salem," said Salem coach Chuck 
Oison. "She is respected by her 
teammates and coaches for her 
effort and she is a stand-up person. 

Kim Heaney, J r . , Salem (100 
breaststroke): Voted Salem's most 
i m p r o v e d s w i m m e r t h i s year , 
Heaney was a state qualif ier in the 
100 breaststroke (24th place) and on 
the Rocks 200 medley relay team, 
which finished 15th. She earned sec-
ond in the 200 medley relay, ninth 
in the 200 IM and f i f th in the 100 
breastst roke at the WLAA meet. 
Heaney was selected to be a captain 
for the Rocks in 2005. 

"Kim has been exciting the past 
three years at Salem working for a 
spot on the team to becoming a 
force in the WLAA conference and a 
competitive state competitor," said 
Salem coach Chuck Olson. "Kim is in 
a posit ion for her senior year to 
really continue the success at the 
state level. She also gets the job 
done in the classroom (3.7 GPA)." 

SECOND-TEAM RELAYS 
Salem, 200 med ley (Kelsey 

Lincoln, Jr.; Kim Heaney, Jr.; Ashley 
Aquinto, Sr.; Amanda Newman, Sr.): 
The Rock foursome earned second 
place at the WLAA conference meet 
and 15th at the Division 1 state meet. 

"These student/athletes always 
stepped up their competitiveness to 
begin every meet," said Salem 
coach Chuck Olson."Their success 
was an inspirat ion for the ent ire 
Salem team." 

Salem, 200 f r e e s t y l e (Kate 
Musson, Jr.; Al ly Stencel, Soph.; 
Heather Michalsen, Sr.; Amanda 
Newman, Sr.): The quartet finished 
31st at the Division 1 state meet and 
second at the WLAA conference 
meet. 

"These four student/athletes indi-
vidually did not think of themselves 
as a '50' sprinter, but when they 
teamed up, the results were always 
positive," said Salem coach Chuck 
Olson. 

Canton, 4 0 0 f r e e s t y l e (Susie 
Patrick, Sr.; Izabela Paszkowska, Jr.; 
Alyssa Johnson, Soph.; A l l i son 
Schmitt, Fr.): The foursome placed 
17th at the Division 1 state meet and 
third at the WLAA conference meet. 
• "Again, another great team of 

g i r ls , " said Canton coach Molly 
Raines. "It is great to have such a 
variety of ages. We worked hard and 
had a great year that we'l l never 
forget." 

FIRST-TEAM INDIVIDUALS 
200 f rees ty le : All ison Schmitt, Fr., Canton. 
200 individual medley: Laura Timson, Fr., 
Stevenson. 
50 freestyle: Ji l l Peterson, Soph., 
Westland John Glenn. 
Diving: Ashiey Aquinto, Sr., Salem. 
100 butterfly: Anna Polkowski, Soph., 
Stevenson. 
100 freestyle: Marisa Gordon, Jr., 
Stevenson. 
5 0 0 freestyle: Mary Shereda, Jr., Livonia 
Churchi l l . 
100 backstroke: Monica Pauza. Sr., 
Stevenson. 
100 breaststroke: Brynn Marecki, Fr., 
Stevenson. 

FIRST-TEAM RELAYS 
200-yard medley: 
Livonia Stevenson (Monica Pauza, Sr.; 
Brynn Marecki, Fr.: Anna Polkowski, Soph.: 
Marisa Gordon, Jr.). 
2 0 0 freestyle: Canton (Izabela 
Paszkowska, Jr.; Laura Landis, Soph.; Susie 
Patr ick, Sr.; All ison Schmitt , Fr.}. 
4 0 0 freestyle: Stevenson (Anna Polkowski, 
Soph.; Monica Pauza, Sr.; Brynn Marecki, 
fr . ; Marisa Gordon, Jr.). 

SECOND-TEAM INDIVIDUALS 
2 0 0 freestyle: Katie Gorman, Fr., Saiem. 
2 0 0 IM: Kelsey Lincoln, Jr., Salem. 
50 f rees ty le : 
Izabela Paszkowska, Jr., Canton. 
Diving: Mina Pirzadeh, Jr., Canton. 
100 butterfly. 
Ail ison Goldsmith, Sr., Canton. 
100 freestyle: Susie Patrick, Sr., Canton. 
5 0 0 freestyle: 
Rebecca Hum, Jr., Stevenson. 
100 backstroke: Kate Myers, Sr., Salem. 
100 breastst roke: Kim Heaney, Jr., Salem. 

SECOND-TEAM RELAYS 
200 medley: Salem (Kelsey Lincoln, Jr.; 
Kim Heaney, Jr.; Ashiey Aquinto, Sr.; 
Amanda Newman, Sr.). 
2 0 0 freestyle: Salem (Kate Musson, Jr.; 
Ally Stencel, Soph.; Heather Michalsen, Sr.; 
Amanda Newman, Sr.). 
4 0 0 freestyle: Canton {Susie Patrick, Sr.; 
Izabela Paszkowska, Jr.; Alyssa Johnson, 
Soph.; Al l ison Schmitt , Fr.). , 

COACH OF THE YEAR 
Greg Phill, Livonia Stevenson/ 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Churchill: Sarah Timson, Cait i in Larson, 
Lauren Siedlik, Jackie Demers; ,•;. 
Franklin: AiyssaSupplee: 
Stevenson: Lisa Koch, Amanda keedie, 
Stephanie Buckley, Meridi th Bajor; 
Ladywood: Keliey Hodges, Holly Campbell; 
John Glenn: Jaclyn Burgess; Wayne 
Memorial: Katie Sweeney; Canton: Chelsea 
Seldon, Alyssa Johnson; Plymouth: Elaine 
Lafayette, Alyssa Liakos, Emily Clanton, ' 
Beah Knisely, Stephanie Goulet; 

Salem: Sarah Bugosh, Elena Gueorguiev; 
Redford Union: Rachae! Rowe, Jessica 
McAfee, Danielle Nyquis t J i l l Thompson, 
Maggie Brown; Garden City: Jessica -
Zaiewski, Lily Zehor, April Cupps, All ison 
McDonnell , Erica Heard; Redford Thurston: 
Jessica Kuhn, Corie Traver, Nicole 
Tolent ino, Desarae Hiiyer, Kelsey B a l i n t j 
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Very 'special' win CC goalie gets healthy at the Flyers' expense 

Whalers' goals spark 
victory over IceDogs 

The Plymouth Whalers used excellent special-
teams play in defeating the Mississauga 
IceDogs, 5-1, in an Ontario Hockey League 
game played Friday night before 3,233 at the 
Compuware Sports Arena. 

The Whalers went 2-for-8 on the power play 
an added two short-handed goals to improve 
their record to 10-11-4-2, good for th i rd place in 
t h e OHL's West Division. Plymouth is two 
points behind second-place Sault Ste. Marie and 
three points behind first-place Windsor. 

Mississauga slipped to 11-9-6-1. 
John Mitchell, Tim Sestito, Jonas Fiedler, 

Vaclav Meidl and John Vigilante all scored for 
Plymouth. John Hecimovic scored t h e lone 
Mississauga goal. Mitchell added two assists for 
a three-point night as the game's first star. 
Sestito and Vigilante, who each added an assist, 
were the game's second and third stars. 

Hecimovic scored his ninth goal of the season 
at 5:43 of the first period to give the IceDogs 
their only lead of the game. Plymouth rebound-
ed 1:01 later on a short-handed goal by Mitchell, 
who scored his ninth tally of the season on a 
break-away. 

With Vigilante in the penalty box a t 11:51, 

Plymouth's Mike Knight had a stellar game Friday night 
along with the rest of the Whalers, who defeated 
Mississauga, 5-1. 

Sestito scored another short-handed goal (his 
seventh of the season) when his hard shot from 
the left wing beat Mississauga goalie Dave 
Shantz top shelf at 12:21. 

Plymouth broke the game open with power-
play goals in the second period by Fiedler and 
Meidl. Vigilante finished the scoring with his 
seventh goal of the season after taking a pass 
from Mitchell. 

Mississauga outshot Plymouth, 33-32. 

BY TIM SMITH 

STAFF WRITER 

Illness cost Ross Tashjian a 
chance to play in either of 
Redford Catholic Central's first 
two games last week. 

The junior goaltender finally 
got his opportunity Wednesday, 
and he might have felt a bit sick 
— taking on his hometown 
team, Farmington Unified. 

Forty-five minutes and 16 
saves later, bolstered by a high-
octane power play, Tashjian was 
the winner in a 7-0 rout over 
the Flyers. 

"It was Ross' first game at 
Catholic Central and he's from 
Farmington, so I'm sure he was 
nervous before the game," said 
Shamrocks head coach Todd 
Johnson afterward. "But he's a 
solid goalie and he showed that 
tonight. He was in good posi-
tion, poised. They had some 
good scoring chances in the first 
seven minutes of the game 
when it was still 0-0." 

Concurring was Flyers' head 
coach Mark Vellucci, who cred-
ited Tashjian with coming up 
big early on, when a 
Farmington goal could have led 

to a different game altogether. 
"We had a couple chances 

early on but didn't capitalize," 
Vellucci said. "Their goalie 
made some nice saves, and they 
came out and scored on two 
power plays and pretty much 
took us out of it." 

Catholic Central (3-0) sup-
ported Tashjian with a balanced 
offensive attack, featuring seven 
different goal scorers. 

Getting it started midway 
through fiie first stanza was a 
power-play marker by junior 
forward Dan Barczuk (one goal, 
one assist), who beat Flyers' 
starting goalie Brandon Glossop 
on a play assisted by junior for-
ward Wade Lafever and senior 
defenseman Colin Ronayne 
(two assists). 

Five minutes later, also with 
the extra man, the Shamrocks 
scored when senior forward 
Jason Lewarne (one goal, two 
assists) took a pass from 
Ronayne and beat Barczuk. 

TWO FOR THE MONEY 

Where the game got out of 
hand for the Flyers (2-2) was 
the second period. 

Catholic Central killed off two 
five-on-three situations and v 

made good on three power plays 
to take a 5-0 lead into the third. 
The Shamrocks outshot 
Farmington Unified 10-3 in the 
stanza. 

Catholic Central's first goal of 
the middle period was a strange 
one. Senior forward Mychael 
Evans cleanly beat Barczuk, but 
the referees did not see the puck 
enter the goal, allowing play to 
continue. Less than a minute 
later, the Shamrocks scored 
anyway, but the second goal 
didn't count — the first one did. 
With the stoppage allowing a * 
review, Evans was ruled to have 
scored. 

With 5:23 left in the second, 
Lewayne sent a tape-to-tape 
pass across the slot to senior 
forward Mike Oakleaf (one goal, 
one assist), who snapped the 
puck into the Flyers' net. 

The Shamrocks made good • 
on yet another man advantage-
when, with 1:24 remaining in 
the period, senior forward Chris 
New (one goal, one assist) 
deflected a shot high into the • 
cage. 
tsmith@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2106 . 

ATTENTION: SERZONE USERS 
""POSSIBLE LIVER DAMAGE* 

As of May 19,2004 the anti-depressant drug, SERZONE, 
will no longer be distributed by the manufacturer. 
If you or a family member have suffered from liver 

dysfunction, liver failure, or death related to the use of 
SERZONE, you may have a claim. 

ATTENTION: KNEE REPLACEMENT RECIPIENTS 
Smith & Nephew have announced a recall of their Oxinium Genesis II and 

Oxinium Profix II knee replacement systems. 
Also, there have been reports of premature failures of the Johnson and 

Johnson/Depuy Ultra High Molecular Weight Polyethylene knee and hip 
prostheses. If you had your knee or hip replaced with one of these systems, 

you may be entitled to a recovery. 

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
JOSEPH P. DAN IS, Esq. 

CAREY & DANIS, L L C 8235 Forsyth Blvd., Ste. i 100, St. Louis, MO 63105 

C A L L T O L L FREE 24 H O U R S 1-800-721-2519 

Firm also handles:*Asbestos (Mesothelioma) 
*Crestor (Rhabdomyolysis/kidney problems) 

*Vioxx (Heart Attack, Blood Clots and Stroke) 

TOWN W COUNTHy LANES 
1100 S. Wayne Rd.«Westland 

Between Cherry Hill & Palmer 

I 

Ask about our 
BIRTHDAY 

PARTY 
PACKAGES 
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Open Bowling 
Special 

Buy 1 GAME 
Get 

1 FREE GAME 
w/coupon 

during open 
Exp. Jan 1, 

OPEN SPECIALS 
Mon. & Fri. I t am - 6 pm $1.25 a game 
Sun. Morn. 9 am - 3 pm $1.50 a game 

9 PIN NO TAP 
Doubles & Singles 

Prize $, Mystery Game, Lucky Strike 
Saturdays 10:30 pm 

During the month of Dec. 
2 couples tor the price of 1 

For More Information 

You're Gonna' Love Our New Canton TCF Bank 
4 6 1 4 0 M i c h i g a n \ v e n u e • N e a r C a n t o n C e n t e r R o a d 

Now Open 

/ \ 
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/ Get Up To $100 When You 

A New TCF Chocking Accouo 
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FANTASTIC Hours - Open 
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\e\ chucking rciution'-hips limit oi.o checking .licmmi award per household limit one S"5 award per 
mjft ihcctanq account and tw<> jAard- per hou-eholri Direct Deposit or recurring withdrawal must post by 
Marc!'200? Offei auoun(.s opened at the nc* Coihoh bunch located n Michman Venae OS Y 
Offer good .November 9 thru December 18. JOOt. 
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Rim-rattlers 
High-flying Tigers should be contenders 

BY ED WRIGHT 

; STAFF WRITER 

The maintenance crew at 
Belleville High School would 
be wise to add some extra rein-
forcement to the gymnasium's 
rims prior to the start of the 
upcoming boys basketball sea-
son. 

Based on the potential 
dunk-ability factor of the high-
flying Tigers, those orange 
cylinders are going to be 
severely tested over the next 
few months. 

Although Belleville lost four 
starters from last season's 19-6 
squad that advanced to the 
Class A quarterfinals, it will be 

re-stocked with a nucleus of 
solid seniors, stellar juniors 
and three transfer students 
that should give fourth-year 
coach Mike Krogel incredible 
depth. 

The three transfers — 6-
foot-6 center Michael Gibson 
and 6-5 forward DeMarcus 
Boone — won't be at Krogel's 
disposal until January, so the 
Tigers will be forced to play 
"small ball" for its first four 
games. 

"In our scrimmages against 
Novi and Rockford last week, 
we didn't take care of the ball 
real well and we weren't as 
patient offensively as I would 
have liked us to be," Krogel 

said. "But the kids are still 
learning to play together, so we 
should be okay. 

"One thing that came out of 
the scrimmages that pleased 
me was how well our back-up 
players have developed. We 
had a pretty good idea of who 
was starting, but now we know 
that we have some depth, too." 

Graduated from last year's 
outstanding unit that lost to 
Detroit Redford in the elite 
eight are starting point guard 
Tyler Jones, who is playing 
football at Eastern Michigan 
University; 6-6 center Rob 
Igbawua, who is filling the 
paint for Wayne State's basket-
ball team; shooting guard 

Eddie Miller, who is playing 
for Concordia College; and 
Andre Olden. 

"We have a pretty strong 
junior class this year and we 
have two seniors who saw a lot 
of action last year," said Krogel, 
who coached 20 years at 
Woodhaven before taking over 
the reins at Belleville prior to 
the 2000-01 season. 

The two upperclassmen who. 
saw ample playing time last 
year are 5-11 swingman Isaac 
Kindell and 6-1 shooting guard 
Josh Samarco. Kindell dis-
played his outstanding athleti-
cism for the Tigers' football 
t^am in the fall, scoring a 
team-high 10 touchdowns 
while anchoring the team's 
defensive backfield. "Isaac 
came off the bench last year 
and played great defense," 
Krogel said. "He'll actually play 

small forward for us kt least 
the first four games, then he'll 
switch to guard when we get 
bigger after the break. Josh is a 
real good shooter." 

They will be joined in the 
starting line-up by senior Anre 
Partee, a 5-9 point guard, jun-
ior Tommy Clark, a 6-4 junior 
forward, and fellow 6-4 junior 
forward Leon Freeman, who is 
one of the top llth-grade 
cagers in Michigan, according 
to many prep basketball 
experts. 

"Leon is our only starter 
back from last season," Krogel 
said. "He's going to play for-
ward for us, but he can knock 
down the three, slash to the 
basket and post up. 

"Tommy was up on varsity at 
the beginning and end of last 
year. He's a very athletic player 
who can rebound and take the 

ball to the hole. He averaged 
over 20 points a game for our 
junior varsity team." ^ 

Juniors who will give the 
Tigers potency off the bench -
include 6-0 Carlos Clark, 6-2 
Mike Donaldson and 6-3 
Stephone Frederick, all for-
wards. 

"Carlos brings a lot of tough-
ness to our team," Krogel said. 

Other subs include Ali Allen 
(6-0 junior), Dujuan Roberts, 
Ken Saylor, Josh Lemons and j 
Caril Dail. 

"The Mega Red is going to 
be very tough this year," Krogel 
said. "Ypsilanti is probably 
going to be the team to beat. 
Romulus is young like us, but 
they should be very good, too. 
And River Rouge and Willow 
Run always give us good 
games." 

ewr ight foe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2108 . 

Bowling doesn't dry up in the desert 
Have ball, will travel.I spent 

the Thanksgiving holiday 
in Phoenix, Ariz, visiting 

friends and it was my first trip 
to this spectacular area, and it 
proved to be a wonderful expe-
rience. 

Bowling in 
the desert 

wgjjjjjj country is 
pretty much 
like it is here, 
except for the 
fact that most 
of the bowling 
centers are 
owned and 
operated by 
the AMF 
Corp, which 
boasts 16 cen-
ters in greater 
Phoenix. 

My host, 
; \ Craig Carter, 

took metoAMF Shea Village 
Lanes, located within a few 
blocks of his house. 
,; Craig had not bowled for 
about 30 years and he suspect-
ed that I would like to explore 
the local bowling scene, so he 
was eager to give it a try. 

- He did not have a good first 
game, but I was giving him 
some very good coaching, and 
by the second game he enjoyed 

Ten Pin 

A! 

a one-pin victory, 141-140. 
Bowling is a little more 

expensive in Phoenix. We paid 
$4 per bowler, per line and $4 
for rental shoes. 

I also got to see a lot of sunny 
southern Arizona including the 
mountain towns of Jerome and 
Sedona, while taking advantage 
of the many scenic photo oppor-
tunities. 

• Size matters. 
All bowling balls are not cre-

ated equal. Some are larger 
than others. 

Recent tests by Ron 
Hickland, Ball Design engineer 
with Ebonite International and 
published in Pro Shop Insider 
(fall 2004) indicated that there 
can be a difference in perform-
ance based on the size of the 
ball. 

The actual size variation is in 
very small increments, so you or 
I could not tell the difference by 
just looking. 

The American Bowling 
Congress and Women's 
International Bowling Congress 
maximum diameter is 8.595 
inches, while minimum diame-
ter is 8.500 inches. 

Balls tested ranged from 
8.585 to 8.510 inches in diame-
ter. 

. ' h i s m a v n o t s e e m l i k e m u c h 

BARBARA J . SAFRAN 
A T T O R N E Y A N D C O U N S E L O R A T L A W 

Probate / Elder Law 
Guardian and Conservatorship 

Divorces / Family Law / Juvenile Law 

30150 TELEGRAPH ROAD 
SUITE 444 

BINGHAM FARMS, Ml 48025 

(248) 290-2990 
FAX (248) 290-2992 

OE0328412 

% M i 

THIS YEAR 

; So You're Getting An Extra Special Holiday Gift! §H 

SPECIAL $ R Q ROOM PACKAGE 
V-/ — per room, per night — 

V A L I D D E C E M B E R 13, 14 & 15 

\ 1 m \ i n i« »• is lit i i tin • M»t i i.il VVcli i him- < 1111 

Make your 
reservations todayI 

1-877-2-EAGLE-2 
www.soaringeaglecaslno.Gom 

Let The Good Times 

Roaring fiagle 
. C A S I N O & R E S O R T ' 

M t P l e a s a n t , M l 

R o o m r a t e Is v a l i d mu l t i p l e n i gh t s , D e c e m b e r 1 3 , 1 4 & 1 5 , 2 0 0 4 . G r a n d Ole 
Opry s h o w tickets val id J a n u a r y 1 1 , 2 0 0 5 . Cer ta in res t r i c t i ons app ly . O f fe r 
b a s e d o n s i n g l e o r doub le o c c u p a n c y a n d avai lab i l i ty . S u b j e c t t o c h a n g e or 
c a n c e l l a t i o n a t any t i m e . Call 1 - 8 7 7 - 2 - E A G L E - 2 f o r m o r e < 

and I won't get into all the 
details, but the balls were tested 
by a pro bowler, a mega-buck 
amateur and a high average 
league player. 

Balls were thrown on both ' 
wood and synthetic lanes using 
a sport condition oil, a short 
house and a long oil house pat-
terns. 

"The smaller the ball, the 
lower the pins flew,' pro Jason 
Queen said. "It cut through the 
pins and carried better (the 
8.510 model). The ball felt best 
in my hand, like a softball and it 
carried the best by far. 

According to the mega-buck 
amateur, "the 8.550 ball hit 
harder than the 8.585 ball, but 
less than the 8.510 ball. The 
8.510 ball carried the best and 
hit the hardest. 

And for the high average 
bowler: "I really liked the way 
the smaller ball rolled off my 
hand and carried the pins. It 
had a very angular entry into 
the pocket, which was very pre-
dictable. The ball with the 8.595 
diameter felt like it stretched 
my hand and was hard to rev 
up." 

Overall they all agreed that 

the smaller ball earned better. 
Some manufacturers use a 

slightly larger diameter to allow 
for resurfacing. 

As a result of the test, it 
appears that size does matter, 
and they will continue to test 
the different size balls on a 
more formalized basis to collect 
more data and eventually place 
it into the manufacturing 
process. 

• Last Tuesday night the Az-
Zahir Hakim fund-raiser was 
held at Thunderbowl Lanes 
with loads of local celebrities 
and athletes on hand to help 
raise money for the struggling 
Detroit Lions. Just kidding, it 
was really for the Lions wide 
receiver's pet charity, the 
Children's Visitation Program 
(CVP) to benefit the children of 
parents who are incarcerated. 
Az-Zahir's commitment is per-
sonal because his own father is 
in a federal institution and he 
knows only too well what it's 
like for these children. 

Al Harrison is a resident of Livonia and 
a director of the Greater Detroit 
Bowling Association. He can be reached 
at (248) 477-1839. 

Casino Shuttle Service 
Get a $20 Value fo r only $15! 

Pay only $15 for your casino shuttle ride and you'll receive 

$15 in FREE SLOT PLAY and LUNCH' at Grand River Deli! 

Bay City 
Brighton 

Clinton Twp. 
Clio 

Eastpointe 
Flint 

Jackson 

Lansing 
Livonia 
Monroe 
Pontiac 
Roseville 
Saginaw 

Southfield 

Southgate 
St. Clair Shores 
Sterling Heights 

Toledo 
Troy 

Westland 
Ypsilanti 

For locations and reservations call 
Blue Lakes Charters & Tours: 

-866-2R0LLEM 
(866-276-5536) 
'Receive a coupon far a free regular sandwich and Oeverag 
at the Grand River Deli, or $5 off at Classics Buffet. 

motorc i tycas ino.com 

Service provided by Blue Lakes Charters & Too . . affiliated with MotorCi ty 

Casino. Certain restrictions apply- Must be a l least 21 years old with valid photo I.D. 

you bet more than you can afford to lose, 
^ T y o u ' ? e g o f a ]D'ro6Tem"'Cairt-30"0*"270'7fi7' 
i l v l l for free, confidential help. 

MotorCity Casirto is an aHihatc of 
Manilaljv f*C!>ort Grutr|> MotorCity Casino 

i»iT'VI nTuTCi fyt as i iTcT Ti»rJcT̂ne Vrail r i dTk s TiV̂  
Detroit EntBMainment. L.L.C. 0 2 0 0 4 Detroit 

entertainment. L ,LC All rights rescrverf 

US PA G R A D E A 

Boneless Pork Loin Sale! 

PORK LOIN ROAST 

Center Cut Rib $ A 39 
PORK CHOPS 4L lb. 

Loin $ 0 5 9 
PORK CHOPS... 4 ib. 

FROM OUR G A R D E N 

POINSETTIAS 
$A99 $1099 

from w to I O 
OUR PLANTS ARE 

GROWN JUST FOR US 

CORN FED SELECT BEEF 

Boneless.Terider Center Cut 

BEEF CHUCK ROAST 

m s 2 5 9 

The Gift of Excitement 

GLIDER RIDES 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Still the most exciting gift you can give.,,EVERYONE remembers this gift forever! 
Thousands of people have enjoyed these truly exciting beautiful rides over the 
Grand River of Ionia. Gift Cert i f icates Available. 

Standard Ride, 
Standard Ride, 
Standard Ride, 
High Performance Ride, 
High Performance Ride, 
High Performance Ride, 

2,500 Height $55' 
5,000 Height ; $110 
10,000 Height $190 
2,500 Height $70 
5,000 Height $130 
10,000 MBL Height $230 

THE FLEDGING 
A three flight package to introduce learning to fly a glider. $220 

B e r z A v i a t i o n Se rv i ces , G l i d e r 
R ides G l i de r T ra in ing , 
R e n t a l s @ T o w i n g , A i r p l a n e 
T ra in ing , P r i va te - C o m m e r c i a l , 
A i r c r a f f M a i n t e n a n c e , Ae r ia l 
S i g n s , A v i a t i o n Fuel • fOOLL, 
H a n g e r s 

OE6278173 

B E N Z AVIATION 
1-800-527-9070 

Ionia County Airport 3147 South State Road, Ionia, Mi 48846 
Flying without an engine since 1968 
w w w . b e n z a v i a t i o n . c o m 

A e A p t H j D O Sizzling Nights. 
An ideal climate with almost 

guaranteed sunshine beckons 

travelers to Acapulco's sprawling 

shores where watersports 

abound, romance flourishes, . 

and the party never ends. 

Forever Acapulco! 

Camino Real Acapulco 
Diamante 59 
FR, Jan 7-28 7 nts $8*8* 8 8 W » 

includes 1 FREE night! 

Hotel Continental Emporio 

Acapulco 6» 

FR, Jan 7-28 7 nts SW9 * M 9 M 

Inclusive! includes 1 FREE night! 

Call: Passageways Travel 

1-888-532-0420 

MDOGO^. 
BEYGifi) TBUR gxpsemmifs 

O&PPLEVAGATi 
per person including round-Kip air f rom Det ro i t on USA 3000. Ryan Internat ional, Condor or scheduled carriers. "Al l- Inclusive 
• include all meals, drinks and waterspor ts . " Inc lus ive" packages include meals and drinks. Included watersports may be "non-
onlv. Hotel packages also include accommodat ions (based on double occuoancyi, t ransfers and hotel baggage handl ing, h o t e l ' 

taxes, fuel surcharges and'the services of an App le R e p . "Pr ices do not include passenger faci l i ty charges, departure & immigrat ion 
taxes up to $110 & $2.50 per segment September 11 secur i ty fee. For bookings w i t h i n 14 days of departure, add $10 per person. Prices 

sub jec t t o ava i lab i l i t y and change w i t h o u t no t i ce a n d apply to select departure days a n d durations w i th in a speci f isctdate range. 
Promotional prices advertised may ce avai lable for a l im i ted t ime only. Restrict ions, b lackou t dates and surcharges may apply. Prices 

. mav be capacity control led. See the Fair Trade Cont rac t 1 " © A p p l e Vacations 2004. 
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USDA G R A D E A 

Fresh (2 pac) 

PORK TENDERLOINS 

s3 

F R O M OUR DELI 

99 
lb. 

Honey of a Sale! Sara Lee Honey 

ROASTED TURKEY 

BOB'S OF CANTON 
31210 W. Warren m u m * * ) Westland 

734- 522-3357 
HOURS: Mon.-Fri, 10 am - 7 pm 

Sat 9 - 7 pm • Sun. 10 - 6 pm 

RusseKs 
Honey Cured, lb. 

Lipari 0\d Time $ 2 3 9 
Hot Pepper Cheese.. 5 lb. 

G R O U N D FRESH HOURLY 

ea PRICES GOOD DECEMBER 6TH - DECEMBER 12TH 

USDA G R A D E A 

E-mail Address: 
WWW.tiobsofcantoR.cat 

text* f 
CORN FED SELECT 3EEF CORN FED SELECT SEEF 

We Accept 
Food Stamps 

We Accept: 

Ground Beef from 

GROUND ROUND 

4 B j k $ Q 0 9 
Family fa I M . \w-, 

5-&lbs ^ IR 

Bone-in Split 

CHICKEN 3REASTS 
Prime Cut Beef 

R I B R O A S T 

I b . 

Make your sausage early 
Whole Fbrk Shoulder 

BUTTS * V l 
Ground Free 

AH our ribs have 
no cap fat. 
Bones are 
cut away 
& t i e d 
back 

INSPECTED SEAFOOD 
Extra Large Tail-On 

COOKED SHRIMP 

Whole 
Beef Butt 
TENPERLOINS.Trr. 

FILLET STEAKS.... 

i t 
s 1 3 

USDA GRADE A 

$ - 1 9 9 
a ib. 

Whole Beef 

NY STRIP LOINS 
$ * 4 9 

m ib. 
Sliced 
free 

HOLIDAY O R D E R S 

PLEASE ORDER EARLY! 
Amish Turkeys - All Sizes 

Prime Cut Rib Roasts 
Beef Tenderloins 
Fbrk Crown Roast c 

Spiral Hams SI 
fork/Veal City Chickens i 

F^rty Trays 
LAST DAY TO ORDER DEC. 20 

http://www.soaringeaglecaslno.Gom
http://www.benzaviation.com
http://WWW.tiobsofcantoR.cat


PanCAN 
makes a 

difference 
1 n September of 2 0 0 4 , 1 
I was diagnosed wi th • 

pancreatic cancer. This 
diagnosis would send m e 
on a road I had never been 
down before. 

I was diagnosed once 
before with another can-
cer, testicular, some 14 
years ago. The difference 
was that testicular cancer, 
as bad as it is, is no t a 
death sentence; people 
rarely die of the disease. . 
However, pancreatic can-
cer is different, with a 
mortality rate of 99 per-
cent. 

After being diagnosed at 
the University of 
Michigan, I realized t h e 
only short- term care was a 
critical surgery known as 
the "Whipple" procedure. 
This removes about half of 
the pancreas and m u c h of 
the surrounding organs 
and tissue. 

After researching and 
interviewing surgeons, I 
ended up at the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minn . 
I have then followed t h e 
surgery up with several 
months of chemotherapy 
and have now broken the 
one-year barrier of sur -
vival. 

I still hold out hope I 
will be in that 1 percent 
who beat the odds. 

W h e n I was diagnosed, 
there was no support 
made available to us in 
regards to other pat ients 
with pancreatic cancer or 
their families. I have been 
very lucky to have s t rong 
support f rom family, 
fr iends and my church. 

Then, a couple of 
months ago, my wife 
found an organization 
called PanCAN on the 
Internet. We saw there 
was an upcoming sympo-
sium on pancreatic cancer 
in Beverly Mills. Calif. 

Upon arrival the first 
day, we were overwhelmed 
at the support offered by 
this great organization to 
pancreatic patients and 
caregivers. We were able 
to attend seminars wi th 
the top researchers in t h e 
field and hear of the wide 
range of clinical trials 
being held across t h e 
country. 

With PanCAN, there is 
hope, as I was able to meet 
others that have survived 
up to nine years with this 
horrible disease. 

PanCAN offers mult iple 
layers of help to the pan -
creatic patient, family and 
friends. PALS (Patient and 
Liaison Services) offers 
support for both pat ients 
and families as they go 
through the journey t h e 
disease takes them. 
PanCAN also offers 
research grants to f u n d 
those in search of a cure. 

There are also suppor t 
items that may be pu r -
chased on the Web site 
(pancan.org) to garner 
recognition of the organi-
zation. PanCAN also offers 
a once-a-year symposium 
and fund-raising gala t ha t 
honors those surviving the 
disease, holds face-to-face 
meetings with those w h o 
are the leaders in 
researching a cure and 
allows survivors and care-
givers to meet and discuss 
common issues. The gala 
also raises much-needed 
funds and recognizes 
those leading the fighting 
against this disease. 

Pancreatic cancer is 
responsible for more t h a n 
3 0 , 0 0 0 deaths each year 
in the U.S. and is the mos t 
fatal type of cancer in exis-
tence. 

No early detection 
methods have been devel-
oped, and on average only 
$779 is spent per pa t ient 
on research, the lowest of 
any leading cancer. 
PanCAN is working t o 
change these statistics. 

Bryce Dixon was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer Sept. 17,2003. 
He is a Canton resident. 
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World of imagination 
i S I Michigan authors 

mesmerize kids as 
well as adults 

BY LINDA ANN CH0MIN 

STAFF WRITER 

C
hildren's books make great gifts for the 
holidays, especially when they have a 
Michigan connection. Some such as Lost 
in the Woods by Carl R. Sams II and Jean 
Stoick teach life lessons. Others like 

Barbara Walsh's Lucy and Too Many Cats are 
jus t fun, springing from true incidents occurring 
in her Livonia home. Some are evergreen like The 
Polar Express by Grand Rapids native Chris Van 
Allsburg which won the 1986 Caldecott Medal, 
and Sams' Stranger in the Woods, on The New 
York Times best seller holiday list for four years. 

This year's crop of authors create worlds of 
imagination to mesmerize kids as well as adults. 
Ever wonder where Petoskey stones come f rom? 
Anne Margaret Lewis, who grew up in Southfield, 
embroiders a new detail onto the Ojibwe Sleeping 
Bear legend. 

LUCY AND TOO MANY CATS 

Barbara Walsh with illustrator AaroitRusch 
tells about an adventure with too many cats 

after her son-in-law left 
three of t hem with her to 
fight in Iraq. Walsh already 
had two cats of her own. 

"I kept saying too many 
cats, kiddingly. I thought I 
have to write this down," 
said Walsh, who by day 
works with brain injury 
patients as a medical case 
manager for Laurel Park 
Rehabilitation. "At the time, 
my son's little girl was going to be born and they 
picked out the name Lucy. 

"The thing about war you don't realize is wha t peo-
ple have to give up. They have to give up their homes. 
The family gets displaced, little animals. After he 
returned one of their cats ended up staying so now I 
have three. My son-in-law and daughter went and got 
another one. My other son has three, and another son 

has three. We're a 12-cat family." 
Lucy and Too Many Cats is available online f rom www.amazon.com 

and www.barnesandnoble.com. 
i 

LOST IN THE WOODS 

Carl Sams II and his wife," Jean Stoick, spent years photographing the 
deer in Kensington Metropark to come up with their new book, Lost in 
the Woods. 

"It's all about patience and trust tha t 
the mother is going to come back and 
the fawn is waiting," said Sams, a 
Milford resident. "The reason we did 
this is because everywhere around the 
country people pull fawns out of the 
woods and think they're abandoned. 

They don't realize her scent draws 
predators to the fawn. She has to rely 
on the fawn's spots to defend itself 
.until the legs are strong enough to 
run f rom predators." 

Sams and Stoick never spent very 
long with the fawns (yes, they used 
more than one) because their scent 
draws predators. 

"The key for us was finding the 
premature fawn. We photographed 
ones starting about the third week of 
May. The earliest fawn was born around May 14The 
fawn on the cover is only about 3 to 4 pounds. The m o m tries to keep 
them clean. Being born scentless, I've seen hunt ing dogs run right by 
them," said Sams, who will sigh books 1-3 p.m. Dec. 11 at Arborland 
Borders in Ann Arbor; 2-4 p.m. Dec. 12 at Novi Borders, and 7-9 p.m. 
Dec. 15 at Brighton Borders. For more information or to purchase books, 
call (800) 552-1867-
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Barbara Wa/sh captures the 

Anne Margaret Lewis signs copies of her books 1*2 p.m. today at Borders in Birmingham. 

WINTER'S GIFT 

At Sleeping Bear Press in Chelsea, Adam 
Rifenberick is excited about Winter's Gift, a 
holiday story by Jane Monroe Donovan of 
Pinckney. The story ce ;ers around a man 
grieving for his wife. 

"It's a very touching ory," said ;• 
Rifenberick. "He's feeling hopeless. Then J 
one night he hears a n ^hing outside. It's a 1 
pregnant mare. He gi\ : the horse a place 1 
to sleep. In the mornii she gives bir th to a 1 
foal with a star on its 1 ehead." H 

The star is a symbol Tthe decoration the 
man's wife used to plai on top of the 
Christmas tree. Many of the books pub-
lished by Sleeping Bear have hidden 
meaning. Set in the Revolutionary War, 
Scarlet Stockings Spy tells the story of a 
young girl helping her brother, a soldier 
for the colonies. The way she arranges her wash 
tells h im the size and the number of British ships in the Ijarbor. It is the 
first book in the series Ikies of Young Americans. The second, A Friend on 
Freedom River about a young boy who aids a family of runaway slaves, 
will be released early next year. 

For more information, visit www.sleepingbearpress.com or call (800) 
877-4253. Books can also be found at Borders and Barnes and Noble 
stores, and online at amazon.com. 

FIRST PAGE PUBLICATIONS 

Joe Aller, owner of the Livonia self-publishing business, offers a variety 
of ideas for gift giving this season. His choices include The Winter Spirit, 
the story of a boy who finds Santa Claus' diary (by Gina Joseph, illustrator 
Maxwell Heiderer); The Peanut Pickle on h o w a child with peanut aller-
gies survives the holidays (by Jessica Ureel of Rochester); Let's Go to 
Chicago by Karen Dean, an Ann Arbor artist and author, and Where Do 
Baby Teeth Go by Northville resident Denise Jenkins, illustrated by her 
husband, Walt Jenkins, about the tooth fairy w h o lives in the golden 
tower on top of the Fisher Building. Call (734) 525-1900 or visit 
www.firstpagepublications .com. 

PLEASE SEE AUTHORS, C3 
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Students shoot for positions behind the scenes 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

STAFF WRITER 

Two years ago Seth Grass had no idea 
it took nearly two dozen trained stu-
dents and staff to run the television stu-
dio at Madonna University in Livonia. 
Three semesters later the video commu-
nication major is one of three students 
taking their turn at directing Madonna 
Magazine, a talk show aired on local 
cable. Homeschooled through his early 
years, the 18-year old senior is on the 
fast track to a successful career. But 
before Grass went behind the scenes, he 
had to learn to run a camera and audio 
board. 

"It's very hands-on. We get to use and 
do every position," said Seth Grass, who 
grew up in Livonia. "The first t ime I 
directed a show it was a nutrition pro-
gram where we had three guests. I had 

to be confident. You want to make it 
seem you have all of the answers even if 
you don't. It went pretty smoothly. I 
credit students for knowing their posi-
tions. You're multi-tasking, doing 8 ,000 
things at once and making it a show 
people can enjoy and understand." 

Chuck Derry makes a point of teach-
ing students all of the jobs they need to 
know to land a position in the broadcast 
business. Derry earned his first hand 
experience dur ing 35 years as stage 
manager and director for Channel 7 
news and Kelly & Co. In 1973, he p u t 
together the first TV studio at Madonna 
University and started teaching TV pro-
duction. Today students tape 15 shows a 
semester which are aired once a week 
on CTND, the Catholic cable station in 
40 southeast Michigan communities. 

"We want t hem to do stuff so when 
they get out into the real world they 

know what the director is talking 
about," said Derry, adjunct professor 
and advisor for the television and video 
communications program at Madonna 
University. "These are simple things 
that are very important for people in the 
business." 

Like Grass, producing a television 
show was overwhelming for Gene 
Hugnagel. At age 48, the Garden City 
resident is just returning to school after 
a career with the U.S. Navy Seals. 
Camaraderie in the Madonna studio 
reminds h im of days where teamwork 
was essential to completing a successful 
mission. 

"If someone's having a problem every-
one helps because everyone wants a 
quality show," said Hugnagel. "Everyone 
takes care of each other. I love show 

PLEASE SEE SCENES, C3 

Seth Grass places a microphone on.guest Carl 
Sams II before taping 'Madonna Magazine.' At 
lef t is student Bobby Breen and Sam's wife, 
j e a n Stoick. 

mailto:bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.barnesandnoble.com
http://www.sleepingbearpress.com
http://www.firstpagepublications
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LIBRARY PICKS 

• Every week, the Plymouth District Library 
sjaff provides the Observer with their list of best 
sellers, based on the number of requests for 
titles by library patrons. 

' The books are available by placing a request 
with the library on the Web at 
plymouthlibrary.org or by calling (734) 453-
0750. 

FICTION 

; 1. "London Bridges," James Patterson 
; 2. "I Am Charlotte Simmons," Tbm Wolfe 
t 3. "Metro Girl," Janet Evanovich 
i 4. "Hour Game," David Baldacci 
„ 5. "Northern Lights," Nora Roberts 

NON-FICTION 

1. "America (The Book)," Jon Stewart 

2. "When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?" 
George Carlin 

3. "His Excellency: George Washington," 
Joseph J. Ellie 

4. "How to Talk Like a Liberal (If You Must)," 
Ann Coulter 

5. "Chronicles: Volume One," Bob Dylan 

PARENTS' CHOICE 

NEW CHILDREN'S FICTION BOOKS 

1. "City of Stars," Mary Hoffman 
2. "Lily B. On the Brink of Being Cool," 

Elizabeth Kimmel ' 
3. "Interference Powder," Jean Korelitz 
4. "Copper," Rebecca Lisle 
5. "The Young Man and the Sea," Rodman 

Philbrick 

Sean David Dewltt 
David and Colleen Dewitt of Plymouth 

announce the bir th of their son, Sean David, 
on Nov, 20, in Providence Hospital, 
Southfield. He weighed 9 pounds 2 ounces, 
and was 22 inches long. 
; H e joins big brother, Aidan, 7. 
; His grandparents are Robert and Mary 

Dewitt of South Lyon and Greg and Sharon 
Knoph of Livonia. 

Sarrah Rae Kheiil 
Ramzi and Candie Kheiil of Canton announce 

the bi r th of their daughter, Sarrah Rae Kheiil, 
born Nov. 1 0 , 2 0 0 4 at t h e Women's Hospital in 
Ann Arbor. Sarrah is the couple's first child. 

Proud grandparents are Bill and Ida Denton of 
Canton and Rebej and Radhia Kheiil of Bizert, 
Tunisia. 

Proud great-grandparents are Myrtle O'Brien 
of Wayne and Zohra Benkaram of Bizert, 
Tunisia. 
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WAREHOUSE 
Fireplaces, Mantles, Gas Logs, 

Doors, Outdoor Living Rooms and 
Cultured Stone available! 

Up to 

L i s t P r i c e 

Friday, December 10th 
7:00 am-5:00 pm 

Saturday, December 11th 
7:00 am-3:00 pm 

Our Livonia Warehouse at 
32680 Capitol Street 

Livonia, Mi. 48150 
(734) 522-2733 

beatilator 

Smith-Gray 
Cassandra Colleen Gray of 

Livonia and Bradley Gilling 
Smith of Livonia were married 
July 17,2004, at Sweetest 
Hear t of Mary in Detroit before 
the Rev. Mark A. Borkowski. A 
reception was held at the 
Marriott in the Detroit 
Renaissance Center. 

Cassandra is the daughter of 
Gary and Peggy Gray of 
Livonia, She is a 2 0 0 2 graduate 
of Western Michigan 
University. She is a ma th and 
English teacher at Clarenceville 
High School. She is also a track 
coach. 

Bradley is the son of Susan 
Gilling of Livonia arid Dennis 
Smith of Plymouth. 

He is a 2002 graduate of 
Western Michigan University. 
He is en environmental con-
sultant. 

Attending the bride were her 
sisters, Kelly Kessler as matron 
of honor and Clancy Gray as 
maid of honor. Bridesmaids 

Phiitips-Mclnerney 
Cheryl Mclnerney and 

Timothy B. Phillips were mar-
ried Sept. 18 at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church in Livonia 
before the Rev. Walt Dickinson. 
A reception was held at Warren 
Valley Golf Course in Dearborn 
Heights. 

Cheryl is the daughter of 
Mary Jean C. Mclnerney and 
the late Charles E. Mclnerney 
of Bay City. 

In 1990, she received he r 
Bachelor of Science Degree 
with a major in biology and 
Michigan teacher certification 
f rom Central Michigan 
University in Mt. Pleasant. 

In 1995 she received her 
Master of Science in Education 
Degree with an emphasis in 
curriculum development f rom 
California State University in 
Hayward, Calif. 

Cheryl is employed as coordi-
nator of the Saint Joseph Mercy 
Health Exploration Station in 
Canton. 

Timothy is the son of Eunice 
K. Phillips and the late Dr. 
Donald B. Phillips of Ypsilanti. 
He received his Bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture Degree 
f rom Ball State University in 
Munci, Ind. in 1994. 

He is employed as park plan-

were Trina Gray, Kiernan 
O'Donohue, Janice Black, 
Stephanie Fries and Rachel 
Mallison. 

Attending the groom was his 
brother, Mart in Smith, as best 
man. Groomsmen were Gary 
Gray, Ryan Supplee, T h o m a s 
Hall, Thomas Taylor, 

Christopher White and Na than 
Leslie. Ushers were Jeff Gray, 
Brian Kessler and Corey 
Berzac. 

Cassandra and Bradley spent 
their honeymoon on a Western 
Caribbean cruise. They are 
making their new home in 
Livonia. 

ner with the Huron-Cl inton 
Metro Parks and is swim coach 
for the Spartan Aquatic Club. 

Attending the br ide was her 
sister, Karin Stachowski, of 
Canton, as mat ron of honor. 
Bridesmaids were friends, 
Diana Ruschhaupt of 
Indianapolis, Ind., Samantha 
Tellez of Concord, Calif., and 
Gretchen Nachazel of A n n 
Arbor, Mich. Jun ior br idesmaid 
was her niece, Amber 
Mclnerney, of Quanicassee, 
Mich, and her niece, Erica 
Mclnerney, of Bay City, Mich, 
served as flower girl. 

Attending the groom was his 

brother, Dan Phillips, of 
Columbus, Ohio, as best man . 
Groomsmen were friends, Tim. 
Ruschhaupt of Indianapolis, 
Ind., Dave Gosser of Franklin, 
Ind., and Rick Mudry of 
Portage, Ind. 

Junior groomsman was t h e 
bride's nephew, Nicholas 
Stachowski, of Canton, Mich., 
and the bride's nephew, Noah 
Mclnerney, of Bay City, Mich., 
served as ring bearer. 

Cheryl and Timothy spent 
their honeymoon in Hawaii on 
the islands of Maui and Kauai. 
They are making their new 
home in Canton. 
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" TICKETS ON SALE NOW at the Fisher Theatre box 

office S all tkketmaster outlets inc. Marshall Field's, 

charge-by-phone 248-645-6666, & tiEketmaster.eom 

Info 313-872-1080 • HsrterianderOefroitcom F H H i 

Groups {20 or more) weekdays 313-871-1132 • j f i S j l 

NOW PLAYING! 

"The Christmas Spectacular is...a warmhearted, 
spirit-lifting joy to behold." 

- - The New York Times 

Florida 

Vacation 

Homes and Condos 

800-325-3524 
Flagshipvacat ions.com 
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VACATION PROPERTIES 

around the corner 

Northville Christian Creative 
Arts and the Livonia Symphony 
Orchestra are joining this year 
to present the holiday musical, 
"Hope is Jus t Around the 
Corner" 7 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
Dec. 17-18, and 3 p.m. and 7 
p.m., Sunday, Dec. 19, a t 41355, 
Six Mile Road, west of1-275. 

Tickets are $8 in advance, 
$10 at the door, and available at-
the church and Christian 
Publications Bookstore at 
33483 Seven Mile at 
Farmington, Livonia. For infor-
mation, call (248) 3 4 8 - 9 0 3 0 or 
the bookstore at (248) 477-
7720. 

THE 
PARTINGTON 
PLAYERS 

present...' 

A farcical romp full of mistaken identities, 
sight gags, physical humor, and, of course, 

a man dressed as a woman! 

Tickets at 01ympiaEntertainment.com, the Fox Theatre and Joe Louis Arena box offices, 
ticketmaster.com and all outlets including Marshall Field's 

CHARGE BY PHONE (248)433-1515 

Fifth Third Bank FRIDAY'S! • SAVE $10.00 per ticket 
Friday 7:30 PM performances only. Not valid on Elite and Gold Circle seating. No double 

discounts. Based on availability. Offer not valid at outlets. Ask for ticket type MFIFTH 

Kids 12 and under SAVE $5.00 per ticket for all performances 
Not valid on Elite and Good Circle seating. No double discounts, Based on availability. 

Offer not valid at any outlet, Ask for ticket type MKIDS 
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r a b t h g a t t e . e d m . 
SAVE! Groups, 10 or more (313) 471-3099 

"For information, call (313) 471-6611 

By Brandon Thomas 
Director: Emily McSweeney 

, 21 *, 26, 27, 28* 
December 2, 3, 4, 5*, 9,10,11 
*2 p.m. matinee; all other performances at 8 p.m. 

The Farmington Players Barn Theater 
32332 Twelve Mile Road between 
Farmington + Orchard Lake Roads 

Tickets: 248-553-2955 
$13 regular price, $10 on Thursdays and 

for seniors (on Sunday, Nov. 21st only) 
Large group discounts available. 

www.farmingtonplayers.org 

Space donated by the 
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers OS03277425 


