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Local
soldier
escapes
death

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

In the spirit -

Two productions of

‘A Christmas Carol to

play in metro Detroit.

INSERTED SECTION

Pine time
How to choose
the perfect
Christmias tree.
PAGE B!

Army Sgt. Zachary Parmello, sonof .
Jack and Debbie Parinello of Canton,
was seriously wounded in
Afghanistan on Wednesday, Nov. 24,
one day before Thanksgiving and two
days after his one-year wedding
anniversary with his wife, Sylvia.

He’s recovering in a military hospi-
tal in Gerimany and has been taken
off the critical list, according to his
mother,

Two other members of his unit
were killed in the incident when an
improvised explosive

Cheer Club

" The holiday season is

here and so is the .

: Plymouth-Canton

i Observer Cheer Club.

' Please join us by bring-

! ing donations of new toys

! and canned or boxed

food to our office at 794

g S. Main in Plymouth, dur-

f Ing business hours, 8:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

_ , TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Canton resident George Faris braved the crowds and did a little shoppinq at Wal-Mart, where he said he found a great deal on a Sport Tracker ATV power wheel.

Monday-Friday. device detonated.
The items will be col- near their location.
tected until Friday, Dec. The troops were
10, when we'll turn attacked near the
them over'to the good town of el Rawod,
foiks at the Plymouth 250 miles : :*hwest
Salvation Army, They'll BY HEATHER NEEDHAM with headquarters in Pontiac, has 41 O & D Bush Jewelers in Plymouth of Kabul, where the
distribute the dona- STAFF WRITER stores in Michigan, Ohio and Indiana. reported steady traffic over military has clashed |
tions to needy people in Electronics proved to be the hottest Thanksgiving weekend. repeatedly with Parinelio
. Plymouth, Canton, Shoppers in Plymouth and Canton go-to items for customers, especially “We did extremely well all day Taiiban militants,
i Northvilie and turned to shopping last weekend as a high-definition televisions. Saturday,” said owner Don Bush. As for according to a state-
f Bellevilte. means of helping to burn off | “The plasma models are moving more  sales predictions, he said, “I'm hoping ment released by the Army.
When you bring your Thanksgiving calories and excess funds and more,” Karano said. they’ll be better than last year.” - “He was in critical condition and in

intensive care until Monday morn-
ing,” Debbie Parinello said Tuesday.
“He's out of intensive care now and
everything looks good at this point.”
“Good,” of course, is a relative term.
Zachary, 23, suffered a head injury
that has resulted in short-term mem-
ory loss, a laceration on the spleen,
and a gash on his face that extended

Rings are selling better this year, and
Bush’s also saw an increase in special
orders. Bush’s will remain open seven
days weekly until Christmas.

Some placcs, including Dearborn
Music in Canton, reported relatively flat
holiday sales Thanksgiving weekend
compared to 2003. Michigan Retailer
reported that 19 percent of Michigan

in their bank accounts.

Michigan Retailer magazine reported
that 41 percent of Michigan retailers saw
increased sales compared to 2003’
Thanksgiving weekend, with 64 percent
of businesses predicting increased sales
through January.

ABC Warehouse on Ford Road in
Canton was one retailer reporting boom-

donations to the office,
we'll ask you to leave
your name and home-
town, so we can recog-
nize your generosity in
the paper. Of course,
you're perfectly able to
remain anonymous if you
prefer,

ABC Warehouse moved to its present
location, with more square footage,
about a year ago. Karano said he believes
the new location has helped boost sales
since there is more showrcom space.

Experienced salespeople make the dit-
ference at ABC Warehouse, according to
Karano, adding that both Fretter and
Highland Appliance, which both closed

" For more information,
give us a call at (734)
459-2700. Happy holi-
days, and please keep

ing sales.

“In opr case as a company, we did more
sales this year than last year,” said Jay
Karano, store manager. ABC Warehouse,

years ago, are listed as previous employ-
ers of some staff members.

“Between 5-6 of us, there is 175 years
of experience,” Karano said.

retailers had flat sales on Thanksgiving
weekend,

PLEASE SEE SHOPPERS, A7

to behind kis ear.

“He’s got staples in the back of his
head,” Debbie said. “It’s a miracle that
he’s even alive.”

She’s said she’s still not sure of all
the details of the incident.

“He doesn't remember much,” she
said. “There was an explosion. He
was in a vehicle” - :

Despite his serious injuries,
Zachary was concerned about his
family lmmedlately after the inci-
dent.

“When he got to a ﬁeld hospltal )y
Debbie said, “he started fussing for a

our Cheer Club in
‘mind!

- Lunch with Santa
~ Santa won't need his
reindeer when he vis-
its the Roman Forum
on Saturday, Dec. 11,
He will be arriving by
helicopter instead at
the restaurant’s annu-

Getting a grip

Invention makes trip to market easier

4l lunch with Santa BY JACK GLADDEN trated. And then it hit me like “I wrote it out on paper and telephone. He was lying there bleed-
event, STAFF WRITER a ton of bricks.” designed it,” he said. “Then I ing and being stitched up, but he
% For $7, the Forum is What hit him was an idea. took it to someone who does worried about us hearing from the
bffering all the pizza you If Canton resident Dan ‘Why wrestle with all those plas-  sewing in the basement and military before we heard from him.”
tan eat, plus salad and Carter tells you to “bag it” or tic grocery bags from checkout  she made a prototype.” Someone found him a telephone
soft drinks.Kids will get to “get a grip on it,” he’s not counter to the car to the kitchen He now has a manufacturer and Zachary made the calls.
the chance to talk and being unfriendly. when you could handlée them for his product, a company - -“I missed the phone call,” Debbie
fake one photo with He’s just tryingtobe help- ~ with one hand - or maybetwo. ~ Wrap and Grab Products ~ said. “But he got through to his wife
Santa. Each additional ful. And he hopes to make a His idea was for a simple and a Web site, in Hawaii dnd she called us.”
photo is $1. couple of bucks in the process.  gadget — a nylon grip, sort of wwwwrapandgrab com, She said she and Sylvia are still try-
. s The restaurant is focat- “About a year and a half like a suitcase handle, that where his product, the = ing to work on travel arrangements
' d at 41601 Ford Road. ago,  was having abad day”  could attach to the handleson  Comfort Grip, can be ordered TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER so they can visit Zachary.

Santa is set to arrive at he said. “We’'d been to the gro-, the plastic bags and allow online. Dan Carter demonstrates his inven- “Due to the holiday, we've had diffi- -
10:45 a.m., and will be cery store and there were bags  people to carry as many as five tion, which allows users to carry o
there until 2 p.m. " all ovér the place. Iwas frus-  bags in one hand. PLEASE SEE INVENTION, A7  several grocery bags with one hand. PLEASE SEE SOLDIER, A4

A

Coming Sunday in your Canton Observer

New law allows townshlp to contract for police, flre services

Epilepsy
Redford\man starts
BY JACK GLADDEN allowed cities to provide contractual services, - are looking at ways to combine services, suport ar oun to helo
STAFF WRITER the law did not allow townships to do that.” Santomauro said law enforcement and fire pport v ;

those with medical
condition that affects
every aspect of their

departments have been doing that for years.
“Our fire service mutual aid pact has been
in place for 40 years;” he said. “We have a

He said that with the way growth is occur-
ring in southeast Michigan, townships may
actually be in a better position to offer con-
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Abill to allow townshlps the option of
Contracting out their police and fire services

to other communities was signed into lawby tractual services than some cities. number of partnerships in law enforcement.” flives. In Sunday's R
Gov. Jennifer Granholm on Tuesday. . “You can't look at townships the way we Canton already is a member of several Health section. L
< 'The bill, which was introduced by state Rep.  would have 35 or 40 years ago,” he said. consortiums with other communities, such L ol
Phll LaJoy, R-Canton, was enthusiastically “The inclination for a township to become a  as the unified narcotics, auto theft and ! . » S
endorsed by Canton Public Safety Director city is pretty nonexistent anymore.” major crime team. IND Ex » -
John Santomauro, who testified in favor of the LaJoy said he was pleased that hisbillhas = “The future is going to 1end itself to law A o =

- Bill while it was being reviewed in Lansing, now been signed by the governor. enforcement doing business differently than Apartments F8 | Jobs F9 %g
.. “I approached Phil about this issue some “A township deserves the same chanceto ~ we do it today,” Santomauro said. “One rea- At Home 8t | Movie Guide (6 =
fime ago and he took the lead in drafting the be competitive and better utilize its police son is the economic situation. The other is Automotive G4 | Obituaries 0 o
1eg1slatlon and making sure it was pushed and fire services (as does a city),” he said. “I * the development of technology. You're going ClassifiedIndex ~ F6 | RealEstate = ¥l e =
;Ehrough Santomauro sald am pleased this bill is now law in Michigan.”  to see the formation of more consortiums Crossword Puzzle  FT | Sports O, —
¥ While more and more local governments  and the providing of contractual services.” For'The Record A5 | Taste -0 T e
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WINTER LUNCHEON

Schoolhouse Montessori‘of
Canton will be hosting its.
annual Winter Program and
International Luncheon on
Dec. 11 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m,
at Discovery Middle School in
room 305. The program will
feature a children’s perform-
ance and is followed by an
luncheon where families will
share traditional family recipes
representing their country of
origin, -

The school, which opened in
2001, provides early childhood

education. More than 130 fam- -

ilies attend the school, repre- -
senting cultures from five dif-
ferent continents.

Discovery is located at 6215
Canton Center Road. For more
information call (734) 416-
1849.

CLASSIC FAIRY TALE

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
Cinderella is playing the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill
beginning tonight, and run-
ning through Sunday.

The presentation from the
Canton Youth Theater features
artistic sets, beautiful cos-
tumes and magical transfor-
mations, It is geared for audi-
ences of all ages.

It runs at 7 p.m. tonight and
Friday; at 1 p.m. on Saturday;
and 2:30 p.m. on Sunday.
Tickets for the show are $10.

For more information, call
the theater box office at (734)
394-5460.

THEATER AUDITIONS
Auditions for the DuBois

Theatré production of the
Broadway musical You're a

Good Man, Charlie Brown will
be held on Jan. 5 and 6 in the
DuBois Theatre at Canton
High School from 3-6 p.m.
There will be an audition
workshop held at the same
location on Dec. 15 where
those interested car learn the
music and learn audition tips.
If you can’t make the work-
shop, contact Mrs. Henry at

" Canton High School beginning

Dec. 15. She will provide audi-
tion packets.

STUDENT LEADERS

Two students from Canton
are serving as leaders for Hope
College student organizations
this academic year.

- Lacey Gaubatz, a senior at

- Hope, helps operate WTHS,

the college’s radio station. And

" Ryan Jackson, a junior, is a

member of the school’s .
lacrosse club. ‘

. Hope College is located in
Holland, Mi.

PHOTOS WITH SANTA

The big man in the red suit
will be visiting RE/MAX
Crossroads on Saturday, Dec. 4
from 10 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.,
and will be available for photo-
graphs. Refreshments will also
be served. ‘

The office is located at 7277
N. Lilley Road, at the corner of
Warren Road. -

NUTCRACKER BALLET

- The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra joins with the
Plymouth-Canton Ballet
Company for its traditional
presentation of Tchaikovsky’s
Nutcracker Ballet.

Performances are scheduled
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for 11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 4 and 2 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 5 at Salem High
School auditorium. Admission
is $20 for adults, $10 for chil-
dren.

The Sugar Plum Tea follows
the 11 a.m. Saturday perform—
ance and the 2 p.m. Sunday

performance. Tickets for the
tea are $5.

For tickets, season subscrip-
tions or more information, call
the symphony office at (734)
451-2112.

CRAFT FAIR

Tri-City Christian in Canton
will hold its annual Holiday
Craft Fair on Dec. 4. More
than 75 crafters will be selling
their wares. Refreshments and
a bake sale will also be high-
lights. ’

Tri-City is located at 3855
Sheldon Rd., just north of

" Michigan Ave. There is a $1

admission. For more informa-

 tion, call (734) 397-0819.

USED SPORTING GOODS

Canton Leisure Services will
sponsor its annual used sports
equipment sale on Dec. 4 at
the Canton Softball Center’s
Diamonds restaurant, The
public is invited to bring in

gently used equipment and sell

it. Employees staff the sale, so
there is no need to be present
at the sale.

If you wish to sell items,

bring them in on Dec. 3 from 4~

p.m. to 7 p.m. to be priced and_
tagged for the sale. You set the
price. Canton Leisure Services
will keep 15 percent of the
profits from all items sold dur-
ing the sale,

The sale will run from 9 a.m.

fo1lp.am.
For more information, call
(734) 394-5460.

SLEIGH BELLS

The Canton Concert Band
will present its holiday concert,
A Sleigh-Ride Celebration, on
Saturday, Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill, located at 50400
Cherry Hill Road. The band
will be playing an evening of
classic holiday favorites.

Tickets for the event are $8,
and are available at the
Summit, located at 46000
Summit Parkway.

Kl

Tis the season

Canton Chamber of Commerce receptionist Janet Walsh (left) hands a box of candy canes to-member Brenda
Pollock of Needle Graphlcs after she sat on Santa’s lap at the chamber's monthly iuncheon on Wednesday. In
addition to Santa passing out candy canes, members aiso donated toys for the Goodfeiows at the Iuncheon :
which featured entertainment by the Plymouth-Canton Educational Park Madnqal Smgers v e

" For rhoreé information, call
(734) 3945460, or go online
to www.cantonband.com.

| SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The Lee and Noel Bittinger’
Team at RE/MAX is Oﬁ'ering
three scholarships, each in the
amount of $1,000, for local
high schiool seniors that are
planning to attend a college or
university in the fall of 2005.

To apply for the scholarship,
entrants must submit a short -
essay (not to exceed three -
pages, double-spaced with a 12
pt. font) that address the fol-
lowing question: Describe how
someone in your life has influ-
enced you in a positive way
and changed your life?

All submissions must
include name, address and
phone number of entrant, high
school they attend, and college
or university they plan to
attend in the fall. All submis-
sions must be received by Dec.
31, 2004. They should be sent
to The Bittinger Team, 43435
Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187.

“The Plymouth/Canton
community has supported us
for over 20 years. The
Bittinger Team Scholarship is

just one of the way"s thatwe
can say thank you by giving
back to our commuhity, Noel
Bittinger said. “This is our way.

" of paving the way for a’
- stronger, happier future for

the next generation.”

For more information, con-
tact the team at (734) 459-
1010, or email Bittinger at
noelbittinger@remax.net.

SENIOR HOLIDAY PARTY

L

“Phe Plymouth AM Rotary
Club will hold its annual senior
Christmas party on Sunday, -
Dec. 12 at the Plymouth
Cultural Center, located at 525
Farmer in Plymouth.

The evening will include
dinner and entertainment by
The Sure Foundation from

" Ontario, Canada. The East

Middle School 8th grade cho-
rus and harpist Nadia Marks -
will also perform.

Tickets for the event are
available through Dec. 7. They
are only 200 tickets available
and will be sold on a first-

" come, first-serve basis.

To obtain tickets, which are
free of charge, contact the
Tonquish Creek Manor office
at (734) 455-3670.

32

PLAYERS' PRODUCTION

The Plymouth Uptown
Players at the Plymouth :
Community Arts Council pres- - j
ent “The Trial of Goldilocks,” a +
one-act fairy tale fantasyin '
verse by Joseph Robinette.

Performances are at 7 p.m.
on Dec. 3; 2 and 7 p.m. on Dec.”
4; and 2 p.m. on Dec. 5 at the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council, located at 774 N.
Sheldon Road in Plymouth.

Tickets, priged at $5, are avail~ "
able by callirig (734) 416-4278. '

MAKE ITTAKE IT PARTY -

7

Kids ages 5 and older can

make a special gift for holiday
" giving Dec. 11 at the Plymouth -
Community Arts Council.

Class is from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., so*
bring a lunch and be readywmh S
create wonderful art and play -
some games during this fun-
filled day. Participants will even
make the wrapping and have it
all decorated {o take home,

The cost is $40 for PCAC
members, $45 for non~mem-
bers. Class size is limited. To
register or for more informa-
tion, call the Arts Council at
(734) 416-4278.
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What if you

could give someone
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agiftthatcould |,
eisatens change their life? |-
Ice cubes from i

the North Pole

...in Santa’s special tray!

A free two-month membership to Curves may be
the best present you'll ever give. Because along with -
the beautiful certificate, someone will be getting the
best excuse ever to meet new friends, accomplish
new goals and feel a joy that will last long after the
holiday season. That's a powerful gift for $99.

Curives

The power to amaze yourself.”

Circulation Business Hours/Subscription Rates
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. to noon
If you missed a delivery please call by 6.p.m. Thursday and 11 a.m. Sunday.

Carrier Delivery Mail Delivery
One year {in county)

One year §7295

l ' h__ ‘620 Starkweather
?3“‘01“ WOldVillage Plymouth

For senior citizen rate, One year (out of county) .$108.95 3 wow.curvesinernationsl.com
please call 1-866-887-2737 ' ) ¢ 4 T34-414-0515 14717 Fee e R
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36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi 48150

SUALITY AUDTING 1

memom !mmaﬂon

Find your favorite recipes each Thursday in Taste

. . N

SUCCESS.. &

Landers Pita Cafe
8565 N. Lilley » Canton
(Golden Gate Center) 73 4-41 4-6200
M-Sat 8am-9pm ¢ Sun 10am-6pm
Let us cater your
Holiday Party!?

6 -7:30 p.m.

-

Southfield

December 2

NO APPLICAT-IO‘N FEES!

Bring your resume and unofficial transeripts ;
for an on-the-spot credential review \

Flexible evening and weekend
classes in Architecture and Design,
Arts and Sciences, Engineering, and
Management. Visit www.ltu.edu for
a complete list of majors.

p\\N RENC, |

We Deliver Lunch Specials Halal Meats

* Kafta
e Hamburgers

¢ Chicken or Beef Shawarma
e Kasadia Chicken or Steak
¢ F'ried Chicken

. Shlsh Kabob

//!
TECONOLOGIEAL € ‘.
,.,U,NI.VERSI,TYQ .
- The Future in the Making. !
Explore over 50 undergraduate, master's, and doctoral programs 21000 West Ten Mile Road )
offered at Lawrence Tech's Southfield campus. Selected Southfield, M 48075-1058 -
- programs also offered in Clinlon Township, Plymouth, Warren, . 800.CALL.LTU, ext. 1 .
s : - v (- the Downriver area, Traverse City, and Petoskey. admissions@Itu.edu  www.ltu.edu. - . :
H - - a——— v OEcs27es1z ‘ ‘ : poro |
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Plymouth boutique
satisfies demand
- for unique

newborn market

‘BY BRAD KADRlCI'!
STAFF WRITER

When Kelly Karadsheh was
pregnant with her second
child, she did what all moms-
to-be do: She went shopping.

. In stores from here to Flint,
she had a difficult time find-
ing more than bedding and
basic baby needs. So, after

being a stay-at-home mom for

miore than five years, it .
seemed natural to Karadsheh,
who had built a word-of-
mouth reputation as a decora-
tor by designing her son’s
room, that she'd open a baby
boutique.

And just like that, Mia Rella
was born. And, like most
babies, this one grew quickly
- 1in its first year, forcing
Karadsheh and her mother,
Rosalie Whyman, to move the
boutique into bigger digs.

Now business is booming at
Mia Bella’s new location on
Ann Arbor Trail.

“There wasn’t anyplace in
Plymouth where new moms
could come,” said Karadsheh,
a hairdresser by trade before
getting into the retail busi-
ness. “A lot of our stuff is one-
of-a-kind. OQur products aren’t
mass-produced. This is some-
place you can come to find
something unique.”

When the store first opened
in November 2003, it occu~ -
pied some 800 square feet and
specialized mostly in things
like bedding and Christening
dresses and items for new-
boras. The store also carries
things like strollers, dresses,
books and baby brushes.

As word spread, Karadsheh
and Whyman expanded into
maternity clothes and other
unique items.

“When we opened, we were
mostly bedding and newborn
stuff,” Karadsheh said.
“Business exploded, arid we
had such an overwhelming
demand for maternity clothes.
We just didn’t have the space.”

They’ve got the space now,
and Karadsheh is enjoying
using it. She had a hair salon
for 12 years before settling
down to be a stay-at-home

| LOCAL NEWS |

Takmg advantaqe of a baby boom

Keily-Karadsheh réééntly moved her Mia Bella baby houtigue into.riew, tar_qebrv ou_arters on Ann Arbor Traif,

This Black Shark pedal cart's propetler turns using pedals. It's one of the
items featured at Mia Bella in downtown Piymouth.

mom, but she’s always loved
sewing and has been doing it
since she was 3.

After the birth of her second
child, she stayed home. After
decorating her son’s room,
Karadsheh noticed people
taking note of her skill and
asking her to do rooms in
their homes.

“It just spread by word-of-
mouth,” Karadsheh said. “I
had a base already before we
opened the store.”

Now that it’s open,
Karadsheh and Whyman
make sure the customers
who've made it work are taken

care of. Customer service is
“the most important thing” to
the two women.

“We do a lot of custom work
here,” Karadsheh said. “We
work with every level of cus-
tomer here. They all get treat-
ed the same.”

While Karadsheh does
much of the sewing, Whyman
adds her personal touch to
murals she paints. The two
wemen complement each
other in many ways,

“My mom balances me,”
Karadsheh said. “I'm kind of
wild with colors, and she’s
more monochromatic.”

e're Pleased to Announce...

www.miohedcu.org ‘

New Livonia Office’
14921 Middlebelt Rd.
734-261-1050
* Replaces old Livonia office
at 9373 Middiebelt Rd.,

- Michigan Educational Credit Union membership is open fo )
employees of schools located in Wayne, Washtenaw, Oakfand,
Macomb, Livingston and Jackson counties, and their familles.

Our Livonia office is moving up Middlebelt! Stop by
the new office at 14921 Middlebelt Road (next to the
Westborn Market that’s just south of 5 Mile Road)
during our Grand Opening Week, December 6-10.

Office Opens Monday,
December 6, 2004!

QOur New Livonia

@ Work

Business: Mia Beila Baby
Boutique

Address: 853 Ann Arbor Trail
Owners: Kelly Karadsheh -
Principal products: Baby .
and maternity items.

Better, though, is the rela-
tionship the two develop with
customers, many of whom are
new mems or new grand-
mothers shopping for their
babies. ,

“We have a mom’s perspec-
tive and a grandma’s perspec-
tive,” Karadsheh said. “We
have two great perspectives
coming into a mom-and-baby
store.”

pkadrich@oe.homecomm.net | (734} 459-2700
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DID YOU KNOW?

W The mouse won the
Storybook Election! Come to
the Children’s Library on -

‘Saturday, Dec. 4, from 11 a.m.

to 1 p.m. and meet the mouse

- from If You Give a Mouse a

Cookie.
M Join in a celebration of
Christmas, Hanukkah and

'Kwanzaa on Thursday, Dec. 9,

at 7 p.m. in the library’s
Community Room. This adult
program presents the history,
dishes and traditions of these -

“winter holidays. Call (734) -

397-0999:10 register. . .
B The evening book discus-
sion group is reading The
Secret Life of Bees by Sue ’
Monk Kidd. Plan to attend the
discussion on Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.
For a list of future book dis-
cussion titles visit www.can-

‘tonpl.org/info/bkdiscus.html.

WEB WATCH

B www.umm.edu/mental-
health/holiday.htm

Do you get the holiday
blues? Learn the symptoms
and tips for surviving this time
of year.

_|§
www.ntia.doc. gov/reports/anol

. Read the sixth report by the
Us. Department of Commerce
examining the use of comput-
ers, the Internet, and other
information technology tools.

[ |
http:/ /co]lectlons ic.ge. ca/pota
to

Everything you want to
know about the potato.

NEW MATERIALS LIST

New Adult Fiction Books

B Here Beneath Low-Flying
Planes - Merrill Feitell

B Remember - Karen .
Kingsbury :

B The Windmill - Stephanie
Gertler

B Yo Yo Love - Daaimah S.
Poole

New Adult Non-Fiction
Books

W The Billboard Book of Top
40 Hits - Joel Whitburn

B Genghis Khan and .
Mongol Rule - George Lane

W He-Motions: Even Strong
Men Struggle - T.D, Jakes

B The Oregon Trail: An

American Saga - David Dary

New Children’s Books

B The Cat Ate My Gymsuit - |
Paula Danziger

B An Orange for Frankie -
Patricia Polacco

B Prince Across The Water -
Jane Yolen & Robert J. Harris -

W Sir Walter Scott's Ivanboe
- Marxanna Mayer

New Children’s Non-Flcuon
Books .

M Botulisin - Maxine
Rosaler )

W How To Draw Graphic
Novels - Victor M. Davila

W Let's Make Cookies - Mary
Hill _

B A World-Class Judo
Champion - Paul Mason

New Children’s Picture
Books

W A Small Christmas - Wong
Herbert Yee

B Under My Hood I Have a
Hat - Karla Kuskin

New Teen Books :

B Journeys to the 'IWIngbt -
Zone - Carol Serling

W Kill Me Kiss Me, Vol 4 -
Lee Young You

B Pita-Ten. Vol 6 - Koge-
Donbo

B True Confessions of a
Heartless Girl - Martha
Brooks

New Videos and DVDs

B The Clearing '

8 Harry Potter and the
Prisoner of Azkaban

W Aladdin

B The Wiggles: Whoo Hoo!
Wiggly Gremlins!

HOT TOPIC OF THE WEEK

Mark Twain was born this
week. Visit

- www.cantonpl.org/speciale/mt
~wain.html to see the library’s

collection on Mark Twain: his -
books, biographies, videos
based on his works, and
Twain-related Web sites.

@ The Library is compiled by Christie

tkern, marketing and communica-
tions manager of the Canton Public
Library. The library is ocated at 1200
S. Canton Center. For more informa-
tion about library programs and serv-
ices, call (734) 397-0999 or visit
www.cantonpl.org.

« In good health

IRBMED#2004-0334

Participants Needed for influenza Vaccine Research Study
The University of Michigan, School of Public Health is conducting a three-year
study to compare the fiu shot with the new nasal spray flu vaccine.
Participants in this study will he compensated.

You may be a good candidate for this stuq if vou are:
* Between 1846 years of age

* Willing to receive either vaccine or placebo
(83% will get vaccine)

» Willing to provide a blood specnmen on three occasions during each of the
first two years, and twice in year three :

-* Willing to have a throat swab specimen collected if you have a respsratory
illness during flu season

For more information contact study staff:

Ann Arbor site - call 734-615-8331 or toll free 877-452—0012
Livonia site - call 734-763-5162 or toll free 888-895-0025
View our website at www.umlch.edu/~ﬂuvacs

- University of Michigan

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

QEO3276807

Consider becoming a leader in
- Product Development and Manufacturing, an

industry-focused-product- |
developing-technology-managing
‘bridge-to-your-future.

OF DETROIT |
MERCY

The greatest thing you'll ever design is your own career. The-best way to enhance your
career is with a Master of Science in Product Development fromthe UmverS|ty of
Detroit Mercy. The innovative program:
* Has a convenient “executive program structure”
(2 nights per week for 2 years)
* Is a joint program of the Engineering and Business schools
e Is consistent with MIT's System Design and Management Program
* Applies best engineering and business practices
» Is tailored to the auto industry with industrial case studies

Enrollment for the cohort beginning in JANUARY 2005
is ALREADY IN PROGRESS (a rolling admission process).

We want great things for you.
Contact the MPD Piogram Office

313.993.3378 * 313.993.1128 « Fax 313.993.1955
mpd@udmercy.edu © eng-sci.udmercy.edu/mpd

PDF OE08273301

+ BLINDS &
WALLPAPER

‘FREE Shop-at -Home Service

r

|
we'll bring the store to you! H
Let our team of trained professionals
heip you choose the styie and color !
that’s best for every room of your
home. Select from a full assortment of
blinds, window shades, shutters, cur- 4
tains, top treatments and more} '

¥

, i
" Call 800-380-6782 end press “2” for u =
' FREE appointment and defails. =

S :
as CASH!I*

No mirimum purchass. -

erica

BLINDS WALLPAPER & MORE
| .amerlcanblmds.com

800-380-6782

*Agk for detaits,

n

Always 25%-85% Off' 13

" MEASURING &
INET ELATION

+On all blinds orders over $750 befisre sales tax, There is a 555
refundable measuring depasit required for the measuring and
installation offer. Offer does not apply to shutters,drapeties and
top treatments, Offer applies to Shop at Home and Showsoom §
purchases. Please mention code BEN4 or present coupon I
when placing your order, B |

Shop our Showrooms! |

We have 1,000’ of blinds and over
500 wallpaper books on display.

Sterling Heights
located at 19"/
Road between Memll
Road and Utica Road

Call for detailed directions.

9:30am-7pm  Sat..,.eveiiverennes Yam-6pm -

Mon-Fri.......

THUF. ..o . 9i30aM-9PM

most retail store prices '

Plymouth
located at 909 N,
Sheldon Road just
South of M-14

Mile

Sun. Tiam-5pm
S _POF OE08276474 -

Levolor® s Duett_e@ + Kirsch® « American?® « Sithouette® « Hunter Douglas® & more
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culty trying to make travel
arrangements,’ she said. “We're
still working on that with dif-
ferent organizations.”

Zachary, who grew up in
Redford and graduated from

Thurston High School in 1999, point.'

joined the Army shortly after ‘

graduation. Debbie Parinello
“He had just re-enlisted last - mother of wounded st

November,” Debbie said.
He was assigned to the U.S.
Army 2nd Battalion, 5th Infantry

Regiment, 25th Infantry thanks to those wh
Division, C Company based out  to get us with him
of Schofield Barracks in Hawaii.  hold him.

He had served in Kosove in “My husband,
2002 and in Iraq last year. He  send our prayers.wi
came home in September 20038  Zachary’s comrad

- and he and Sylvia were mar-
“ried in November 2003. He

was sent to Afghanistan in
September of this year,

Debbie Parinello issued a
statement on Tuesday, in which
she wrote: e

“Thank you to all the doctors
and nurses who have taken

care of my son,

are still there in
Afghanistan, We
and pray for you
ilies every day.

“Thank you, C
miracle”

igladden@oe homecomm

NorthRidQe Churé’s holday-production, ‘Glory of hristms -A Hanqe of Heart, hits th stage Fridy night, wit ‘

organizers promising the production will be bigger and better.

lory’

B
N

$7.25 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat , , 7 production drew some 24,000  working from the parking lot
6.25 DALY Matinees tii spm | €3 No Passes | | people over the two weekends.  to the stage to put on the show. HITTING THE STAGE
Uniimited Free Drink & .26¢ Cor Refills | | We Sett‘ e a YW tax, -“We  NorthRidge has become “We're very comfortable, the What: “Glorv of Christmas - A
e a ny yeﬁa r i known for its audio and video last dress rehearsal was’ Chan;;e of E;/eari"

(248) 985-HELP

capabilities - chirrch officials
have traveled to New York and
made a moving video after the

(Monday), and it’s going well,”
Powell said. “We have a lot of
new elements, video segments

Where: NorthRidge Church, cor-
ner N. Territorial and Ridge

-
-
o Gift Cards | : oeonsrasan - (4357) 9/11 terrorist attacks - and for  to help with the scenes, and we  When: 7:30 p.m. Dec. 3and Dec.
neéei{‘fg‘ba‘: FNIG cord m:n:h -i ' doing things bigger and better.  have alot of surprises. Itsjust  10;1and 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4 and Dec.
for eVery $5.00 you buy in | b Roxanne Powell, the church’s  going to be a show-stopper.” f1; 3 p.m. Dec. 5 and Dec, 12. :
4. %Wi* Gift Cards . : director of programming and While many observers would Ti'ckets: Si? 75 and $1475; available :
- duction, promises more of ect something smaller in o - ;
SHOWTIMES 12/03 - 1207 1% pro o P o - through Star Tickets Plus at +800-
0] TITLES & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE ¥ the same this year, though she  scale from a church, . ! » :
B © ALEXANDER (R) 2 vaunrs /2 soreens : declined to spoil the surprise NorthRidge officials think their 5853737 or at Star Tickets Plus, No £+
g 1 115, 12:00, 2:40, 3:30, 6:08, 7:00, 9:30 7 st in what has by revealing new elements of philosophy is the right one. children under 4 years old.
» §§;§S§§f&§§°ﬂﬁ EOBE OF ] ar, massive _ this year’s production. It’s “Webelieve theres alwaysanoth-  For more information see
bl REASON () 12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:50, vy holiday sea- | bound to be big though — it’s erway of communicating Christs . NorthRidge Church's Web site at
x g £ SATLS (2 ?gm . . Last year’s taking some 900 volunteers message with egoeﬂenoe,’ Brad www.NorthRidgeChurch.com or
9110, 510, ¢35 FRISAT LS 11:20 o ’ —— Powell says of his churchis calt (734) 414-7777
- ﬂ%gﬁ”ﬁgﬁ Pa-13) Lo Broadway-esque production. “The : % e
- - . ’ reason Toronto and Broadway are - ' -
I THE {RCREDIBLES (P W
- 1120, 1230, 120, ;:ig? bl F n d YOU r - suoceﬁsﬁ'(lll1 istheydo ’rhIeir entertain- . -
- 729, 91 ment with unbelievable excellence. .
Al batei fa VO I'lte " “Bxcellence inspi le’he  Changeof Heart” N
pires people;” he ange of Heart” does exactly that. .
i bt Ut Pee 3 . added. “We believe it behooves “Everyone’s going through dif-"
on December 3td rec | p eS ea Ch - Certainteed Se|ect Shingle Roofer the C}}urch of Christ, which is .far ferent things during the holi- .
Thurs d ay n . -Last Master Elite Award Wmner mori)u;porttam (than entertag- dayz imd vtx}ff: ?y t(i ﬁndte},hgman
| : , ment) to put on a program wi condition that’s relevant,” she
L ! the greatest amourit of excellence  said. “We tried to find some kind
Ta Ste S | F 3""’)’ Taking Care Of Families for Over 40 Years! § that proclaims the excellenceof ~ of relevant life position that a lot
g | g Jesus Christ” of people are in, a human condi-
) 41700 Mlchtgan AVE ® nton ° 734 397 ' 81 Roxanne Powell believes “A tioir)x ewf)eryone can relate to.”

TR R b

The italian-American Banquet and Gonference Center of Livonia

New Year's Eve Celebration 2005

Dee- ;1/ 2004 Iﬂn- 1, 2005
7 pm- 1:30 am

585 Per Person * No Ticket Sales at the Doo

*Deluxe Bar

*Hot and Cold Hors D’ocuvres

*Dinner Served at 8:00 * Champagne at Midnight
 Chicken Pas!ing Soup with Swiss Chard  * Red Wine sexrved During Dinner
: Linguhée with Weat Sauce * Expresso & Cappuceino
Take advantage of an Indiigually Pited Fit Mignon * Late Night Buffet
outstanding credit card Al Anna Potatoes with Reggiano gheese samce Live Entertainment by Atlantis
from Catholic Parishes | fapei Sautsed In 08 ant Gavtic Complimentary Valet Parking
. . egetarian Plate Upon Request
Federal Credit Union! " eDessert $85.00 per person

Tickets Avmluble M-F 9 am- 5 m
| Call 734-953-9724 for move mfovmuﬂon.
" Musthe 21 or older. Ticket deadline December 27

Oﬁr Visa® Platinum card features

* 2.99% Special Holiday APR® on purchases, balanc Fortich
tmmfcr?fid cash advances : Located at 39200 Five Mile Road, Livonia mﬁ.ﬁn}ﬁ?

o Low fixed 8.9% APR* thereafter elween Newnurgh & Haggeﬂv Roads

* Credit lines up to $30, 000
* No annual fee :
Plus,’ a fe

Corner of Holmes & Ridgé Rd.
(1 bik. West ofE Michigan Ave.)

10 VARIETIES OF
PREMIUM CHRISTAIAS TREES

reon” 19"

Al Little betlen Dree...

for a little less manes/
JANY WREATHS X ROPING

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. 2. ss%bhrallmwpuroham balancatransforsmd D5 0
January 31,2005 and will remain in effect throut Bs%nnmg duly 1, mmm Yegat Y7o T
restrictions apply. 2.99% Special Holiday ﬁaﬁealsoava!lablefor teeeﬂo bwwmﬁmd

- 36111 5 Mil
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Www.catho Cp
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g N hel t itor kid t
FOR THE RECORD rogram ne pS paren s monitor kids’ computers
DEATHS house when the fire started but BY JACK GLADDEN .. tionable words on their com- Once the CD is inserted into
managed to escape before the fire - STAFF WRITER puter’s hard drive then delete the computer, it automatically

A
Alice Aidrich, 88, died Nov. 22,

units arrived,
The cause of the f;re is stifl under

Years ago there was a public

them if they choose, or leave
them alone and move on to the

begins to search the hard drive
for images or text that relate to

Charles (Gene) E. Amyx, 68, of investigation, . service announcement that next one, drugs, alcohol, violence,
Birmingham, died Nov. 28. - went something like “It’s 11 “This software is an excellent  pornography or anything that

' B ‘Radio stolen - " o'clock, Do you know where tool for parents to help keep might indicate a child predator.
Cari Herman Berke, 53, of Pmckney, Aresident of the 1400 blockof  ~ your children are?” . their kids safé from the dan- “It’s fascinating to see what it

died Nov. 21

Stacy reported to police on Monday **

Today the answer migh well

gérs of the Internet,” said

finds in there,” said Hilden, -

¢ ‘ that someone removed a radio from _ be, “Sure, they're down on Canton Police Sgt. Scott who took the program for a
Eugene D. Cotter, 80; died Nov. 22, his ford Ranger. .. the computer.” _ “Hilden. “I highly recommend test drive on his own computer.

G The vehicle was parked at the res " So the question now i " that parents use it” Canton residents can pick up
Betsy Morqan Garthwalte, 41, Nov. dence. * you know what they're doing - - The software, developed by free copies of the program at
24. on the computer?” =~ . former New York City police the front desk of the police

Lallah . Jotmston, s# of Howell,

Lawn job
A resident of the 42000 block of

Well, the Canton Police

Department is handing out

“officer Bo Dietl, is designed for

IBM compatible computers

department, 1150 S. Canton
Center Road, or may contact

died'Nov. 28 } Police said the officer, a 13-year Saltz told police semeone drove .~ software to any parent whe-: . . running Windows programs. It  Hilden at (734) 394-5424.

M veteran of the department, had- over his lawn on Nov. 25. He esti-* ~ lives in Canton to help them requires at least four Proof of residency is required.
Maynard .S. Martin, 82, of made a U-turn to stop someone for mated the damage at $500. * .. answer that question. _ megabytes of RAM. The department has about
Farmington Hills, died Nov. 26. a traffic violation, when his car col- . “Computer Cop” allows | pa.r- "~ It'saneasy program to use, 100 copies of the program
Weston W. Meyer, 83, died Nov, 24. lided with another vehicle driven by  Window smashed ents to view images and ¢ ~ Hﬁden said. available.

Marian (Bell) Morrow, 87, of Naples, a Canton woman. The woman was A resident of the 44000 block of
Fia., died Nov. 28. : ~notinjured. .- Bannockburn said someone broke .
R The accident occurred shortly ‘the front passenger door window of

Danl R. Riley, 66, of Novi, dled Nov.
23 1

Gtenn L. Stephens, 102, of Livonia,
died Nov. 217.

before 10 p.m. on Joy Road near
Sheldon. Police said both vehicles
sustained moderate damage.
According to department protocol,
Michigan State Police were cafled to

his 2000 Chevrolet Blazer while it
was parked at his residence.

He said he found a large landscape
rock inside the vehicle.

The incident occurred between 7

The ho! ,1days can
reveal some changes

: oW investigate the accident. p.m. Monday and 6:50 a.m. Tuesday. ln Y() rparents.
“Winning; 70, of Westland, .o i Damage was. estim; : ’ ' S
died Nov. 23. ‘ House fire . . .
: A Canton home was substantially  Tires slashed Sunrise Senior Living can help...
- damaged by fire about 7 a.m. Police were called to Sweepmq . :
POLICE CALLS Sunday. Beauties business on North Canton A loss of weight. Forgetfulness.
Officer injured The fire department responded to . Center road recently on a report of Disinterest in regular activities.
A Canton police officer was treated  the blaze in the 700 block of vehicle tires being stashed. ) . , ,
and released at an area hospital on Foothifl. Several units were required Alf four tires on three different Holidays can bring certain changes to light
Sunday after his patrol car was to extinguish the fire, vehicles had been cut. that may concern you about a senior parent.

The incident occurred hetween 3
p.m. Nov. 26 and 1p.m. Nov. 27.

The sole occupant of the house, a
37-year-old man, was inside the

involved in a collision with another

We can help you recognize their significance
vehicle.

and help you make informed decisions.

For over 20 years, Sunrise Senior Living
has offered a variety of living arrangements,
personalized assistance and care, amenities
and services, delicious meals, stimulating
activities and scheduled group excursions.
Our resident-centered approach to senior
living puts the senior first, giving them

~ options to meet their individual needs
and wishes.

Visit or call a Sunrise Semor lemg community
today, and let us be your resource for senior

featuring

ALASKA

with Holland America Cruises .

Call Deborah at

Tuesday, December 14 living options. Brighton Gardens
6:00 p.m. W) or Sylvia at:
AAA T 1/C : Sunrise Assisted Living
rave anton SUNRISE for a personal tour and
2017 N. Canton Center Road A ® complimentary lunch.
SENIOR LIVING i
To RSVP, call 734-844-0146 v _ »
Brighton Gardens of Northville 734-420-7917 15870 Haggerty Road
@ Holland America Line Special booking incentives available Sunrise of Northville 734-420-4000 16100 Haggerty Road

during the event! Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

2&|

www.sunriseseniorlivingcom

POFCEGR27E312

dale Sale
Every Item On ae!

This sale was initiated only afier
careful consideration. If is our way
of thanking our loyal customers
and friends for their valuable
patronage and at the same time
accomplishing our goals.

ALL
 MOVADO, FENDI,

CALL
DIAMOND
ESQ WATCHES

Picture yourself enjoying EAHB’NGS :
deepest, most satisfying st
you've ever dreamed possi
Imagine sleeping on a new be
from your choice of two of tF
finest bedding brands, Sealy and
Stearns & Foster. Each brand offers
you the combination of the Jatest
mattress technology and a long
heritage  of handcrafted
Workrnanship Come in today and

in
A Fantastic
Prize!

No purchase necessary to
register. No luck involved to win.
Limited to registrants at the.
sponsoring store,
» Apex 27" Flat Screen TV $239
 Polarold Portable DVD Player $199
* Apex 14: Flat Screen TV/DVD $159
 Toshiba Home
- Theater System

way to sleep. All Sea.ly and
Stearns & Foster Now |
Holiday Sale priced!

YOU DESERVE A STEARNS & FOSTER

ALL
DISCONTINUED

'$139

2

et

-+:Sony Under Cabinet
|  CB/Radio/Clock

* Magnavox DVD/CD comho

BIRTHSTONE

$118 JEWELRY
]

|« HP Printer/Scanner/Copier
* Samsung Microwave Oven
'« Hitachi DVD Player
¢ Vieeh 2.4 GHZ Dual
Handset Phone

SELECT Goupon
OLD i “ Return this coupon for a Special ®
Bonus of 100, 000 prize dollars!

G \
BRACELETS ; :ﬂa.me
‘1 Agdress

| Clty State Zip_

\ - Limit 1 coupon per person, per day
N - Expires 12/7/04

Save An EXTRA 109 Off The Sale
Price Of All Stearns & Foster Mattress Sets.
Financing Available Up to 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST!

-¢ FREE Delivery, Set-Up & Removal of Old Bedding*
* We Are Your Factory Trained Specialists

EhhE ALL
DISCONTINUED
MENS JEWELRY

Since 1933

Sale Terms: ngsvss

* CASH

*VISA . .CREA‘I’IONS
* DISCOVER e TR

* AMER. EXP.

Prices good
thru 12/7/04.

FORD RD.

' ROSY'S l

Centre

fine furniture

Celebrating 70 years of Quality, Savin

a4 HIINID NOLNVD
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BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

All Nancy Spencer wanted
was a submarine sandwich
and some chips from the
Tubby’s inside the Plymouth
Super Center on Ann Arbor
Road.

What she got was a bird’s
eye view of what could have
been a horrific accident.

It happened shortly after 5
p.m. Sunday when Spencer,
and the employees and other
customers in the center, were
stunned to see a 1994
Plymouth Sundance come ™
crashing through the front
windows,

“We heard this absolutely
horrible screeching of tires and
gunning of an engine,” said —
Spencer, who stopped at the
center with her husband, John.
“I turned around and saw a car
driving directly inito the front
plate glass window of the store,
right into the chip display
Thank God I wasn't a couple of
minutes faster or I'd have been
standing right there””

No one was injured in the
accident, although significant

:'Nohody was injured when two 450-pound windows were smashed by this

car, whichi crashed through the Plymouth Super Center on Ann Arbor Road
shortly after 5.m. Sunday.

Those windows, according
1o Plymouth Super Center vice

damage was-done to the store-
front. Plyriiotith Police ticketed

the driver for violating a president Drew Wolford,

license restriction. weighed about 450 pounds
According to reports, the apiece,

driver of the car was pulling “That’s 900 pounds of bro-

into the center, and his foot
slipped off the brake. When
he went to reapply the brake,

ken glass. ... It’s lucky no one
was under that,” Wolford said.
“Fortunately, the car got hung

he accidentally hit the gas up with the front wheels off
pedal and crashed through the floor. If they hadn’t, the car
the windows at the frontof =~ would have crashed right

the center. through the whole store”

Saturday, DEC. 4
& pm - 8 pm only

ALL TILE

PURCHASES

including natural stone
i.e. granite & etc.
plus ceramics
w/Ad Only

= Largest Showroom in Michigan

« Specializing in Natural Stone,
Percelain and Ceramic Tile

» No Restocking Fees for
Returned Merchandise
{full boxes only})

= Friendly and Knowledgeable
Staff .

« FREE Installation Glasses held
on Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Open 7 Days a Week
to Serve You:

35615 Warren noad . Westland 5

Monday-Friday 7am-9pm
Saturday 9am-5:30pm
Sunday 11am-5pm

geilyadd sovt (b

fiew personal accounts. 2. 75% APY for balances of $50,000 or greater, 2.50% APY for $25,000-$49, 999 2.20% APY for $10 000—$24 999. 1.00% APY for up to $18,0
$5, 000 balance and a Gircle Checking: Account required to open, Fees may redlce earmngs Ofrer good for personal accounts up to $3 million. *

- BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

When she looks in a mirror Mary Maher can
hardly believe what she sees.

The Livonia Public Schools teacher spent the
past two months undergoing surgery and being
filmed for an episode of ABC's Extreme
Makeover. The episode featuring Maher is
scheduled to &ir 8 p.m. today, Dec. 2, on WXYZ
Channel 7 in the Detroit area.

Maher, who lives in Southfield, attended an
open casting call for the show last summer in
Madison Heights. She never dreamt she might
be chosen amid the hundreds of people who
showed up as applicants.

Even when the cameras and crew returned to
Michigan to get more footage of Maher in her
own environment in September, she didn’t know
for sure she would make it on the show.

“I was reallv excited.” \/hhel said. “Thev sur-

prised e inomy clasaros

Maher heard the news over the school fntee
com. A voice announced that she would be the
first to take a field trip this year ~ an eight-week
irip to Los Angeles.

“I had no clue. I was in total shock,” Maher
said.

At the same time, she said, leaving her stu-
dents was really difficult.

“It was so hard to leave the kids,” she said. “It
was the beginning of the year, right away. It was
so hard to leave, but it was such a dream come
“true”

LIVING A DREAM

Maher couldn't let the opportunity pass her
by, so she was grateful for the support of the
school district, her co-workers, and the under-
standing of her parents and students.

“The district made it possible for metolivea
dream,” she said.

A recently-retlred Livonia school teacher
came in to teach Maher’s class while she was
away, Knowing someone with such experience
would be there was comforting, said Maher, but
she was eager to return.

‘While in Los Angeles she was informed about
the risks and benefits of all the medical proce-
dures she was interested in having. The personal
attention she received from her doctors was
comfortmg, she said.

“The seriousness of this was never underestlmat—
ed,” said Maher. “The doctors all work as a team.”

Maher’s surgeries included work on her upper
and lower eyelids, her nose, 14 porcelain veneers
on her teeth, a custom chin implant, internal
browlift, breast implants, liposuction and
LASIK surgery to correct her vision.

While recovering, she was put on a strict, cus-
tom diet without dairy or sugar, and she worked
out with a fitness trainer.

- -got involved, and helped him arrange the big

lifestyle changes. She followed through. She

- alone gave Maher a new perspective, and a

Please.

(cHARTER ONE
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Mary Mahér said being chosen by ABC's *Extreme Makeover' has revamped her ook and her life.

Livonia teacher finds self
on TV's '"Extreme Makeover'

COURTESY OF ABC

This shot was taken before Mary Maher underwent sur-
gery on ABC-TV's ‘Extreme Makeover.

ANOTHER BIG CHANGE

Perhiaps the biggest surprise came while she
was recuperating in California.

Her boyfriend Chris Christensen visited, and
popped the question. He asked her to make one
more change - her last name - and to marry him.

Christensen said being “away from each other
for so long” was one reason he decided to propose.
Though he'd thought about it before, Christensen
said, he made a spontaneous decision, booked a
flight, and bought a ring. On his way there, he got
a call from one of the show’s producers.

After explaining his intentions, the producer .

surprise.

“I'm just really happy for her,” Chrlstensen :
said. “I'm proud of her. It’s hard to go away from:
your family and friends. It's hard to make these

really pursued her dream.”

Other than Maher’s doctors, no one knew
quite what she might look like, until she .
returned home, earlier this month. “You're kept :
hidden,” Maher said. -

A party was planned at Detroit’s Fisher
Theatre, and her friends and family hada
chance to see her for the ﬁrst time.

“They were in total shock,” she said. “It was 50!
emotional, so overwhelmmg In some cases, she
said, friends didn’t recognize her until she startr
ed talking.

Christensen said: “It looked to me like she
went on a killer diet. She just looked great. I
wasn’t shocked. I was pleasantly surprised.”

Maher said the experience was much more
than a physical change. Having eight weeks

chance to discover who she really is.

“When you feel better about yourself, it is :
reflected in all parts of your life ~ from relation-
ships, to my career, to friendships,” she said. “It 5,
made me a better person.”

© OE08278783 |
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rry Rend, a sa{esman at ABC Warehouse in Canton, discusses the cost of a Digital Light Processing (DLP) television w:th John Sobania (right). The tefevisions

ﬁuere hot sellers on ‘Black Friday.’

?

SHOPPERS
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“I'd say sales were about the
‘same (as in 2003),” said
‘ Jennifer Jeffrey, store manager.
Hot items for holiday buyers
. a.t Dearborn Music include
.new release CDs,
‘McFarlaneToys, plaque posters
and holiday music CDs.

Last-minute buyers, Jeffrey
said, tend to gravitate toward
gift cards.

At the Giving Basket, which
is being renamed Wicker and
Wine pending a liquor license
transfer, business was down
before Thanksgiving. The
store, at 633 S. Main in
Plymouth, sells pre-made and

custom-made gift baskets are
sold in the store and was previ-
ously located in Old Village.

“Business has been picking
up over the past week,” said
Shoumaker. People have been
buying gift baskets, brimming
with various goodies such as
chocolates, candies and snacks
to use as personal gifts, corpo-
rate gifts, thank-you gifts and
more.

The cool thing about gift
baskets, Shoumaker said, is
that the packaging is almost as
cool as what's inside it.

“The big thing is the presen-
tation — we really try to make
it look nice,” he said. “Plus, I
like to think they're good for
the hard-to-buy-for person.”

Giving Baskets can make
personalized gift baskets

Wal-Mart slumps, may drop
pnces through holidays

BY KUR‘I KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

' Christmas shoppers may find
‘some excellent bargains at
‘Wal-Mart in the next few
‘weeks, after the national retail-
‘er suffered lower than expected
‘sales last weekend.

According to Wal-Mart
spokesperson Sharon Weber, the
retail giant didn’t do as well as it
wanted during the all-important
day after Tl*anksglvmg, general-
v eatlod "Blaek Friday.” She said
Wal-parts competitors did a
better job of offering deals on
Friday and throughout the
weekend, when shoppers were
out in droves.

“We were disappointed by our
sales performance the day after
Thanksgiving,” Weber said.
“Our competitors were very
aggressive, offering special deals

person’s lifestyle.

oot and ankle problems can
literally alter, ot even ruin, a

and special rebates. It caught us
off guard a little. Looking back
in hindsight, our programs were
just too predictable.”

According to reports on
CNN’s Web site Tuesday, Wal-
Mart shares fell $0.82 on
Monday, down to $52.33,
largely as a response to the
retailer’s poor performance
over the weekend.

Although she would not say
Wal-Mart will be cutting prices
in the coming weeks, Weber
sald the vetailer will definitely
respond to its competitors.

“While Friday was important, it
was just one day;” she said. “We are
absolutely committed to giving
our customers the lowest prices
available. We will be responding to
what our customers have told us.
We haven't decided what we're
going to do yet, but we will defi-
nitely be responding.”

around a particular theme,
even tailoring the basket to a
customer’s budget.

Canton’s Kohl’s store, 44444
Ford, reported a booming
Thanksgwmg weekend. Hot
items at the store included
“LeapFrog” toys, apparel, toys
and novelty items, such as
poker accessories.

Lisa Grasso, manager of
Canton’s store, described the
weekend as “fantastic,” but

ppy Holiday

would not describe sales as
increased, flat or decreased
compared to 2003
Thanksgiving sales.

“It was an amazing week-
end,” she said, adding that cus-
tomers’ spirifs seemed high.

“My customers, for the most
part, really seemed to enjoy
shopping that day,” Grasso
said, referring to Nov. 26. “1
think we’ll have a very success-
ful shopping season.”

ge throughout
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INVENTION
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That’s the only product he’s
making at the moment, but he
has some others in mind, v
which he hopes to develop in
the months to come.:

Hesalsogota slogan Wrap
it, grab it and you're good to go”
- and he’s even writtenand -
recorded a radio’commercial.

That’s all part of his creative
side. He studied cartooning in art
school, does caricatures for private
parties, wedding receptions and
bar mitzvahs, and is also a vocalist.

Right now he’s concentrating
on promoting his gadget. He's had

" T-shiris printed up featuring the
Comfort Grip, and has distributed

some of them at his churchand a
private party. His next goal is to
get them out on the market.

“I'd like to get it in stores at
the checkout counter,” he said.

And he's already lined up one
store - a small chain grocery
store not far from his house.

He'd also like to get his prod-
uct advertised directly on gro-
cery carts in supermarkets.

“If they have the product for
sale in the store, that would be
a pretty strong advertisement,”
Cartersaid. -

Hesgota couple of partners,
Melvin Freeman, who helps put out
fliers, and Mike Gubaci, a business

owner who helps with the finances.

And Carter just wants to
keep cranking out the ideas.
~ “I want to be one of the most
creative people ever,” he sald.v__

THE TRUTHIS...

WE MIGHT NOT BE IN EVERY STRIP MALL, FOOB COURT
AND GAS STATION LIKE SOME OF THE BIC GUVS, RUT
Since ; 1983 BELIEVE IT, A SANDWICH; WITH HONEST MEATS, CHEESES

' AND VEGGIES 'S WORTH
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WALKING: THE EXTRA BLOCK.
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Dr. Tammy Gephart is a specialist
in the prevention, care and cure of
foot and ankle problems, offering
both conservative and surgical
procedutes for treatment.

As a podiatric surgeon. Dr. Gephart
also has a strong interest in sports
injuries and works in general!

podiatry, pediatrics, orthotics and
diabetic limb salvage.

For a confidential
consultation, call:
Dr, Tammy Gephart, D.PM.

® ASSOCIATES IN PODIATRY

OF MICHIGAN
734-414-0874

® 900 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Suite 200

Plymouth, MI 48170

www.tammygephartpm.com

Thinking forward. Banking right.
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(877) 937-2328 toll free
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Serving your community for over 50 years, Community Financi
you banking that's easier, friendlier and more rewarding th

Banking made easier with Free Checking

+ no minimum balance requirement:
« no monthly maintenance fee
« unlimited check writing
« free Visa Check Card

« free lnternet Bankmg witt
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400 E. Main
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www.cfcu.org
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Chances to give
are plentiful

Last week’s Thanksgiving celebration klcked off the tra-
ditional holiday season most noticeably marked by
throngs of shoppers hitting the retail stores and leaving
empty shelves, frustrated customers and busy shopkeep-
ers in their wake.

What also gets started in earnest at this time of year,
but whlch very often gets much less attention, is the “giv-
ing” season, a time of year when people’s charitable
instincts kick in and they begin looking for ways to help
those less fortunate.

And, with signs of an 1mprov1ng economy being slow to
translate locally, there are plenty of people who need the
help.

Fortunately for those willing to provide that kind of
assistance, there are plenty of chances.

‘Want to help make 'sure young children have a good
Christmas? Look for any number of outlets for the Toys
for Tots campaign. Many of you already helped WMGC-
FM (105.1) in this regard, contributing some 2,000 toys
and more than $1,500 in cash at its annual campaign
kickoff show at Compass Cafe last week.

The Canton Goodfellows, which have been active in the
community since the 1950s, are also looking for dona-
tions. According to Goodfellows President Nancy
Spencer, there are record numbers of local families who
need help this holiday season.

The group’s annual newspaper sale is this Saturday.
Look for their volunteers standmg in commercial drive-
ways around town.

Can’t afford to donate money or buy toys to give away?
That’s OK, because there are other ways to help. The
Plymouth Salvation Army’s annual Red Kettle Campaign
kicked off last week, too, and coordinator Kelly
Zmudzynski still has plenty of openings for bell ringers.
You can sign up for an hour or a day, with a variety of
locations that are sure to be convenient. And it won’t cost
youa dime.

Don’t know much about the Salvation Army? Check
with local churches, all of which run some form of holiday
campaign that depends on volunteer help or charitable
donations.

Want one more idea? We'll plug our own effort: The
Plymouth/Canton Observer Cheer Club. We're collecting
canned goods, non-perishable food items, toys or clothing
through the end of next week. We'll take what we collect
— and over the years, you have been more than generous
— and add it to the Salvation Army’s program to adopt
families for the holidays.

This community proves year in and year out it has a
huge heart. If you're looking for ways to help, all you have
to do is look around.

More work needed to ensure
health of our environment

Residents in Wayne and Oakland counties made signif-
icant strides in 2004 to protect the area’s natural splen-
dors.

Examples of improved environmental stewardship
abound, as more of us come to understand the relation-
ship between what we pour down our home and storm
drains and the water quality of our lakes, rivers and
streams.

Many parts of the Rouge River are as healthy as they
have ever been, and now support a healthy ecosystem of
fish, mollusks and plant life.

The same is true of the Paint Creek and Clinton River
watersheds, as well as our many inland lakes, thanks to
stepped up efforts to identify and correct failed septic sys-
tems and reducing the use of fertilizers near waterways.

A painful lesson also was learned about how a tiny bug
from a faraway land can wreak havoc on a foreign ecosys-
tem. The emerald ash borer has killed tens of thousands
of ash trees, and a number of similar invasive species —
mést notably the zebra mussel — are causing similar
destruction to the Great Lakes ecosystem.

This is an area where our.state and federal government
officials must do more in 2005 to protect this precious
natural resource, which literally defines our state.

Tougher regulatlons must be adopted to stop the spread
of on-native species in the Great Lakes basin.

And while they are at it, Gov. Jennifer Granholm and
the state Legislature should be taking the lead on a joint,
international effort to restrict diversion of water from the
Great Lakes.

There is an old saying that you don’t have anything if
you don't have your health. The same is true for our envi-
ronment, and it is up to all of us to ensure that health.
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STRONG NOW
" AS WHEN HE
" STARTED!

Should've been sooner

1 think Patrick Olson should have done
this earlier (“Project puts libraries in K-5
classrooms,” Nov. 4), because kids would
have had an easier time doing quizzes
and tests. Plus if he did it earlier it just
wouldn’t be in the Plymouth/Canton
school district. It would be in Novi,
Dearborn, and maybe even Livonia. That
is why I tHink Mr. Olson should have
done this a lot earlier. Olson didn’t have
to do it, someone else could have done it
a lot earlier instead. Thanks anyway, Mr.
Olson.

Joseph Zabawski
Canton

Negotiations too easy

The old adage goes money can’t buy
happiness. It has been interesting and
irritating at the same time to watch how
easily the teachers union and school
negotiators agree on a contract.

Lately, negotiations are lauded as
going much more smoothly than in the
past, with both sides leaving satisfied,
thus avoiding a strike.

However, it always seems that the
negotiations are too easy. The district
seems to give away lots of money and the
union easily agrees. The spending agreed
to does not make sense. When school
revenue is rising at a fixed rate, but the
new contracts guarantee slightly higher
raises than the fixed rate, no wonder
“relationships” are said to be so solid.

Our school district is just a small
reflection of this financial erosion
process happening across the state.
Contract spending slightly outstrips tax
revenue. When each and every district
gives away a little more than they know
they will take in, the resultis a bleak out-
look for school finances.

Is the financial hardship my fault for
not spending enough taxes? No. It is due
to poor future planning and not making
tough negotiating decisions at the time
they are needed.

Glenn Kremer
Plymouth

Monopolistic media

Too bad, another independent publish-
ing company is being lost to monopolis-
tic, controlled-by-a-few mainstream
news media (“Gannett to acquire
HomeTown Communications Network,”
Observer, Nov. 21).

Such consolidation of information dis-
seminating power obviously is the main
reason behind this publie, like perhaps
no other in the world, being so one-sid-
edly informed, often purposely misled,
subjected to sneaky molding of opinions
held by the molders in control.

Joseph Wira

Plymouth

 No healing

Remember the outrage we, as
Americans, felt when Iraq attacked and
invaded a country that was not at war

_with it. In fact, there was no threat even

to be had from little Kuwait. )
Yet, when the shoe was put on the
other foot, our “moral” Americans voted

LETTERS

to return the man who unjustly attacked
a country not at war with us. There were
no weapouns of mass destruction. There
was no connection to al Qaeda who real-
ly attacked us. There is no healing to be
had here.

If the “religious” church-goers can be
so easily sold a bill of goods, then they
are not as religious as they claim to be,
Never before have we been so ashamed
to be Americans or church-goers our-
selves. What happened to the doctrine of
peace tanght by Christ? Our nation'is
guilty of unspeakable sin and guilt and
has the responsibility of hundreds of
thousands of deaths and mutilations on
our hands today by virtue of returning
President Bush to office.

The Democrats should impede the
Republican agenda at each and every
turn, even through filibuster. In only this
way can the Democrats actually have the
“moral” upper-hand that the
Republicans think they have claimed.

Mark and Yvonne Reina
Farmington

Socialism destructive

Mr. Barnes' response (Nov. 18 letter to
the editor) makes it clear that he favors
the planned (socialist) economy, govern-
ment production of goods and services,
and government control of the masses.

The market economy and limited gov-
ernment, however, is the one arrange-
ment that can produce a plethora of
goods, efficiently made, accomplished in
a free society with free men and free
women, as free workers, free managers,
and free owners.

Mr. Barnes does not make it difficult to
discern and discover his preference for
the government arrangement where
some of the country's denizens receive

_entitlements, largesse collected from one

segment of the populace and redistrib-
uted to another faction. To suggest, infer,
or imply that the socialist bastions of
Sweden and Cuba are isles of beauty and
bounty is ridiculous. Writing that the
mortality rate here, the life expectancy
there, to convince the educated that
America has not kept abreast of reality, is
not responsible for more creative discov-
ery, invention, and a plethora of produc-
tion of the consumer good, would go
good in a Michael Moore flick.

John Kerry and his socialist plans for
remaking America, leading us to the par-
ticipation in a one-world order has been
shelved for a while. Our sovereignty will
not be ceded to the United Nations
under George Bush's leadership.

Plead your case and sell your slave sys-

. tem (socialism) to the uninitiated, the

unskilled, the unlearned, the ill-
informed, the denizen with dark glasses.
My prose, you write, is irritating. Your
prose, Mr. Barnes, expresses not so sub-
tlety unknowing submission to the
Marxian suggestion that government
enterprise is more productive and effi-
cient than free enterprise and limited
government, Your prose is beyond irritat-
ing. The suggestion that we can do better
economically and socially by goose step-
ping to the government lash and stick is

 frightening,

Neil Goodbred

»l.ivonia»

School boards cheat

Citizens turning out for general elec-
tions are entitled to the complete baliot.
School boards cheat by withholding
issues for more favorable forums, They
insist on separate elections because these
voters likely have special i mterests in the
results.

General elections represent 11 times
more citizens than school elections, but
combining elections will occur only
when school boards no longer win. An
aroused majority voting at their polling
events can defeat every proposmon —
good and bad.

Defeated propositions tend to re-
appear with a few changes until they are
accepted.

Hank Borgman
Farmington

Designate drivers

According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, the num-
ber of drunk-driving deaths has
decreased by more than 38 percent since
1982. J
Further, a recent nationwide poll con-
ducted by Data Development Corp.
shows that virtually all American adults
believe designated drivers have been a
factor in these declines and they believe
it's the right thing to do.. .

We at Hubert Distributors Inc., dis-
tributor of Anheuser-Busch products
want to say “thank you” to the 122 mil-
lion Americans who have used or been
designated drivers. Not only have they -
helped save lives, they’ve shown that they
care about their friends, family, and our
community. '

Anheuser-Busch and its wholesalers:
like my company are working hard to be ~
part of the solution to drunk driving.

Just like air bags, anti-lock brakes and
seat belts, let’s all make the designated
driver a standard feature in our car when .
we go out with friends this holiday sea-
son, because responsibility matters.

Thomas A. Vella
Hubert Distributors .

Pontiac

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please

include your name, address and phone number *
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 .-
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space. and
content. .

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Qbserver
794 South Main
Plymouth, MI 48170

Fax
(734) 459-4224

E-mall
kkuban@oe.homecomm, net
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“If people have five or 10 acres and have a garden with raccoons and woodchucks eatmg them out of house and home, i

what are they supposed to do?”

- Flaine Kirchgatter, Canton treasurer, raising concerns about a proposed ban on huntmg activities in the townsh:p
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‘Archaic dlstrlbutlon laws | Hunting ban is just another step

hurt consumers, vintners

ou don’t have to be a dyed-in-the-wool con-
servative to recognize that there are far too
many instances of the “nanny state,” where
governments presume that they alone know best
how to take care of people and that there is no
real or imagined problem that cannot be over-
come by continued and oppressive regulation.
Examples abound, including that tag on your -
mattress cover that forbids its removal “under
penalty of law” and state restrictions on processing
(why not “butchering;” for Heaven's sake?) venison.
‘Another example has to do with the spider web
of regulations covering the ship-
ping, warchousing and selling
of wine, beer and booze. When
Prohibition (itself a first-class
example of failed state nanny-
ism) ended in 1933 with the
adoption of the 21st
Amendment, many states lost
no time in combining a bow to
. temperance advocates with a

‘ _Phil  grab for state profit by enacting

elaborate regulations on the

Power sale of alcohal. .

AR

Michigan, it turns out, is one
of 11 states that forbid out-of-state wineries from
sending bottles directly to customers. This rule,

~which restricts consumer choice and protects the
economic turf of members of the Michigan Beer
and Wine Wholesalers Association (the single
most powerful lobby in Lansing), is now being
challenged at the highest level. Oral arguments
before the U.S. Supreme Court will be held next
Tuesday.

Advocates for change argue that the
Constitution, through the Interstate Commerce
Clause, gives the federal government — not the
states — the right to regulate interstate trade in
wine or anything else. Defendants (including
Michigan Attorney General Mike Cox, who should
know better) assert that the 21st Amendment
gives states the right to regulate everything about
the sale of alcohol. This argument over states’ .
rights has been simmering quietly for a long time,
but the rise of the Internet as a shopping medium
and the increasing numbers of new, boutique
wineries have brought the issue to a head.

The moving forces behind all this are a couple,
Ray and Eleanor Heald, who have been writing a
column on wine and spirits for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers since 1990. Four years ago,
the Healds heard about the Domaine Alfred win-
ery in California; they contacted Terry Speizer,
the winemaker. They asked if he could send them
a bottle of pinot noir to evaluate for their column,
No, he replied, because Michigan law won't allow
out-of-state wineries to send even one measly
bottle into the state. Moreover, he couldn’t sell

SEVER

‘his product here because wine distributors in
Michigan couldn’t be bothered with stocking
wines from such a small winery. So the Healds
and Speizer sued,

There’s little doubt that overturning the restrictive
state laws that now exist in almost half our nation
would benefit both consumers and small wineries.
In all, 11 states have passed laws favoring in-state
wineries and another 13 forbid outright all direct
wine shipment. The Federal Trade Commission

- found in 2003 that direct shipping and online wine
sales would “significantly enhance consumer wel-

_fare” One reason is price; the FTC found that buy-
ing wine online is cheaper than at local stores.
Another benefit is choice; there are 3,700 wineries
in the U.S., but most of them are too small for tradi-
tional wholesalers and distributors to bother with.
The Wine Institute, a group arguing for regulation
change, says only 13 percent of California’s 800
wineries have distribution in all 50 states.

For example, consider Tantalus, a small ultra-
premium winery in Sonoma County, Calif. I met
Jim Harwood, Tantalus’ president, last summer
when I sampled his syrah wine and found it excel-

_lent. “Can I get some?” I asked. “Nope, unless you
actually visit the winery in person, in which case
Michigan law allows me to ship you one case.

“My output is only 3,500 cases, which is pretty
small,” said Harwood, who married a woman
from Michigan in 1978 and found his hebby turn-
ing into a fully permitted family business in 1989.

“Over the years, I've had three distributors in
Michigan, but all of them found my wines uneco-
nomie to- stock. Even a winery with a 50,000-case
production is on the borderline. There are plenty of
people in Michigan who would love to buy my wine,
but they can’t get it because of the law. And there are
so many differing laws in the different states; ship~
ping Wine to Kentucky, for example, is a felony”

‘When asked, advocates for the present system
like to throw up moralistic rhetoric about “cur- .
tailing underage drinking.” Sure. Some kid is
going to go on the Web and pay 40 bucks a bottle
for an ultra-premium wine? A 2004 study by the
National Academy of Sciences found that parties,
friends and strangers are the most likely ways for
kids to get booze, a finding that matches the
experience of most parents. (They don’t normally
get in trouble with premium wines, either.)

T admire the Healds (who write a pretty darn good
wine coluriin) for their professionalism and their
willingness to take on the nanny state in its lair,
hope the Supremes listen with care next Tuesday. A
decision is expected sometime next summer,

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your
reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppow-
er@homecomm.net. )
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nother firearms deer hunting season
came to an end Tuesday. In all likeli-
hood, it was the last one ever in Canton.
At the urging of Public Safety Director
John Santomauro, the board of trustees
essentially approved the concept of a com-

its last week. There are still some details to
work through, such as how the ordinance
would pertain to BB guns and paintball guns,
but there was overwhelm-

: ing support on the board to
‘prohibit the discharge of
firearms within the town-
ship.

According to
Santomauro, having the
board pass an ordinance
will essentially do an end
around on the Michigan
Department of Natural
Kurt ° Resources, which normally
Kuban % determines where and

when hunting is allowed.
‘But the process the DNR goes through to
make such determinations is very time-con-
suming, because the department has to hold
public hearings and navigate through all the
bureaucratic red tape that is state govern-
ment.

Santomauro says Canton doesn’t have the
luxury to wait out that process, which he said
can take several years. By that time, there
just won'’t be many places left to hunt, he
says. And with the exception of a few larger
* lots where people own more than five acres,
he’s right.

There just isn’t much good hunting to be
had in a subdivision, though you would never
know it by the names that often mark them,
such as Pheasant Run or Deer Creek. { think
developers name subs based on the last crit-
ter they saw chased away by their bulldozers.
Despite the names, however, hunters should
probably head elsewhere unless their quarry
is a soccer ball or SUV. - ,

Currently there a few pockets on Canton’s
west side where hunting is still allowed, but
development is quickly encroaching,
Township. officials, understanding the possi-
ble liability of people walking around with
loaded weapons within earshot of back yards
and playgrounds, see a need to act quickly on
the matter.

So they are prepared to trump the DNR
and enact a law that supersedes the depart-
ment’s jurisdiction.

When it is finalized, this huntmg ban will
mark the turning of yet another page in the
township’s history.

Although it was inevitable that this era
“would come to an end because of all the

plete hunting ban within the township’s im-

further away from Canton’s roots

[NEY TN

development, it is still sad in many ways.
Particularly to those of us who were familiar
with the town before it became the upscale
community it has become. - E
My grandmother grew up in nexghbormg
Nankin Township, béfore it became
Westland and when it, too, was still a farm-
ing community like Canton. - )
She remembers the Canton of her youth as:

“a place where her brother, and many others--

like him, would come to hunt, particularly
for pheasant, In fact, I've often heard some of

© the old-timers say they would fire offtwo %

boxes of shells on a normal day chasing C e

pheasants in Canton’s numerous farm ﬁelds

and woodlots.
In my grandmother’s kfetxme, she sawall n

- the places of her youth change. M

The country landscape she remembers isa .

-thing of the past.

She grew up with horses, cows and dn't
roads. It must be tough for those of her gen-
eration to see how much things have changed
in this area. . %

What scares me even more, however,is '™
how much Canton has changed injustmy
lifetime.

There is no gettmg around the fact that the ‘
pace of sprawl is quickening. It wasn't that

)
[y

“long ago that T used to creep down Denton

Road with a carload of friends on crisp fall  ©
nights looking for the ghost that supposedly

resided under a small bridge amongst the !
corn fields. We never did find the ghost, but
I'm pretty sure if it were there, it hasbeen

chased away just like the deer and pheasant. . = '

And now the hunters, ; oA
One of Santomauro’s main contentions for
the need of a hunting ban is that Canton is .

very close to being fully developed, and
points to all the new subdivisions on the
western fringe of town. “One day youvegota. -
field out there, the next day you've got a sub-
division,” he said. : i

It is only a matter of time, .and probably ;
not much at that, when Denton and Ridge
roads will look very similar to the way
Canton Center looks now. At that point,
sprawl will have passed Canton by. Where
will it end?

Hunting, like farming, is a casualty of this "
process, which some call progress. Even
hunters like me must admit that it just isn’t
compatible with modern suburbia.

So excuse me for lamenting just one more.
bit of our heritage that will be relegatedtoa -
display at the hlstoncal museum. L

o
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Kurt Kuban is the community editor of the Canton

Observer, He can be reached via e-mail at s
kkuban@oe.homecomm.net or by phone at (734) 459 o
2700. .

One great rate plus

Free Internet Banking and Bill Payment.

SO%Y

Checking Balance

$10,000 and above
$2,500 to $9,999

) 2. 50°/o

WALK-IN 79 Southeastern
3 | VISIT www.53

CALL 1-8677-579-535[

3

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 10/25/04. Rates may change after account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings.
Offer applies only to new checking accounts opened with money not on deposit at Fifth Third Bank. Minimum $50 deposit
to open account. Accounts closed within six months will be charged $25. Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are
registered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC.

ouble Take.

0.50% ’ _

Fifth Third Bank

Working Hard To Be The Only Bank Youw'll Ever Need®"

3

U g

1 Michigan locations
.com

OE08278782 '

© M

vyt Ay oL

&

T AU RPN SN



mailto:er@homecomm.net
mailto:kkuban@oe.homecomm.net

A0 (OF*) Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, December 2, 2004 www.hometownlife.com

; Elton John photography by Michaet Coulfield.
oo o
SAVE O =ted

ON THESE LIST-TOPPING GI"FTS'

Excludes Canen digital camera.

Afier Mail-ln Rebate

128MB* Digital Audio Player

At just .7" thick and only 1.3 ounces, this highly portuble
player is perfect for tuking your tunes wherever you go.
(DFP-70) 6771317  Reg. Price *99.99 - *30 Rebate = 69.99

DVD+R/RW Recorder with Progressive Scan

* Record up to 8 hours of video per DVD disc ® Front A/Y connections Rea. Pice 199,99 - 20 fstant Rebate =179,
* Component video out and Dolby® Digital cooxial output (MRV640) 6402957 50 mh Rabae = 14899 e

Includes 10 FREE downloads
and 2 months of Napster®

. ) *Formatted capacity may vary. £27 SANSUIL
TOSHIBA BRI o e

Intel® Coloren® M Processor 340 Noteboolk with DVD/CD-RW Combe Drive
o Processor speed 1.5GHz @ 256MB DDR SDRAM o 60 gigabyte hard drive @ Integrated 802.11g wireless LAN (s149) 6851267
Minimum 5 per stare. No rainchecks. _ fo—

Reg. Prics 999.99 - %50 Instant Rebute = %949.99
-5150 Best Buy Mail-In Rebate - ¥150-5149
Mail-In Rehate = %649.99

intel, the Infet inside
logo, Celeron and -
Pentium are registerad
tradamarks. Centrino is
a trodemark of the Intel
Corparation

DOUBLE THE
'MEMORY ON
‘THIS NOTEBO
PROFESSIONALLY INSTA
BY GEEK SQUAD® AGENT
(INSTALL 02) 1478877

Reg. Price °99.99 - 350 Insh
+°29 Installation - *29 B

549.99

NO
INTEREST'
FOR

EVERY BRAND ¢ EVERY PURCHASE
TOTALING 5299 & UP—INCLUDING GIFT CARDS

FREE *50 Gift Card

instantly, with purchase of this digital camero. 8%
Good toward future in-store purchase. )

X cingular
fits you best*

MOTOROLA

Digital Camera
Phone

with Speaker Phone,
External Display and
Voice-Activated Dialing
{V220) 6785482

“Reg. Price °99.99 - 100 Instant
Savings = Free {Sules fox not included.}

New activation and

zenith
Projectio
Sharp picture in o compact cahinet with this LCD projection TV.

Only 14.5" desp and 80 ibs. Use the 2-tuner picture-in-picture to
kesp an eye on multiple games or shows. (EA4W46LCD} 6621925

Widescieen LCD

299"

Bofore fnstuny Sovings

ONY.

canon

ey Digital Camcorder with Built-in Digital Still . |
' ‘Pv?wers.hoi D.3‘.2 Te : Camera and 10X Optical /120X Digital Zoom 2"Yeur cmgUIW Plun
| egapixel Digita Lamera Carl Zeiss® lens © Super NightShot™ Plus  Super SteadyShot™ agreemem required
with 10X Optkcal/3.2X Digital Zoom Menmory Stick® Duo  PictBridge compatibility for PC-free printing ' )
5 {S1151 6283862 - {DORHCAD) 5237306 Not available in all mackes.

~ SAVE 60 " SAVE *25

| @ 29

Aﬁer nslant § X
& Mty Rebote”

LEXM‘ m%gy

P315 Compact Photo Printer

49”

Afer Moit-tn Rebote

Reg. Price $34.99 - 520 7
Instant Savings = ¥14.9%

Afer Savings . .

Quickly print borderless 4" x 6" photos directly from memory cards Seagate , ! -5 Wiil-in Rebate = °9.99
i or o PictBridge-enabled digital comera. 6800964 Ws tum on ideas ?:UQR';L';:]P;?” @AI DLAND i
- Reg. Price¥149.99 - 50 Rebote = *99.99 120GB Internal Hard Drive =4, . .
Quanitis limited. No rainchecks. ( 09] it BMB Buffer Up to 7-Mile 2-Way Radio Pair® 52-Watt x 4-Channel €D/CD-R Deck
P3 ' 5 Pri“' PGCk CPIE0IEINIGEEEREOESS Store 30 2-hOUl' DVD‘IU(’“TY mOViesI 120 ]'IOU!’S Of VHS'Q"““TY VIdeol EZAd;la:lne'!zu.“‘j(;n y A;:m Imlnefry sa;l'e'pnﬂoi? » bog T;ykhfe with RCA preoui’s and remote.
Includes ink and paper for 140 phetos. 30,000 high-resolution digital photos or 82 days of around-the-dock 2';,2“:’0{ owe:r;ss;ﬂggg; z 3:;:: 4’"‘” gy pad loc . (XD6210) 6201656
Less than .29 per print. 6880235 MP3 oudio. (ST3120026A-RK) 5566988 P :

Price Guarantee 30 days from purchase (14 doys forselect ems), o locel competior {exchding Infemef) has a loeer price on the some availobl biond/model,
we'll refund the diference plus 10% of the diference. Present lower prie verfication and original Best Buy receipt for refund. Excludes specil, bonus, free end finandng
offers ond, in &, cellor phones,/pagers, Ask customer senvie for detols. Reirchiecks and Limitations: Unless nofed, ainchecks are aveiloble for advertied products.

18 months or f minimum monthly payments are not made. Online offer may vary. Fimencing (nfo.s Subject to credit opprova on Best Buy consumer credt card by Househod
ﬁ ;
We teserve the rightto et quantities. Unfess noted otherwise, Best Buy rebates limite! fo one per product per household or address. Other fitofions may apply.

GUARANTEED
Bank. Min. finance chorge = 2. Certuin rules apply to the aflocation of payments and Finance: Charges on your promotiondl rur(huse i you make more than one purchase on yous mw mm
credit card. Call 1-888-367-4310 or review your cancholder ngreement for information. Deferred interest info.: Variable Standard APR = Prime Rote + 14.4 percentage pis.

(19.8% as of 11/1/04). Varioble Default APR = Piime Rate + 18.4 percentage pis. (23.8% o5 of 11,/1/04). Standard Min. APR 19.8%. Default Min. APR 23.8%.

o raceive digitol content, o digital receiver is required. Sold separately. ) 35CC lcamse equied. See package fo defs. Prices a nd oﬂ:e rs gOOd December 2"4 ; 2004. © 2004 Best Buy

OES8278945

i
i
i * Required mirimum monthly payment is greater of 510 or 2.25% of balonce. Interest will be charged to your account from the date of purchase i plan bolance is not poid within
!
i
|

lQ'-l - e .
1 AT . N . . . . : . » . - .. .




Section'B
'an;sday.- December 2, 2004
)

Ken Abramczyk, editor
(734) 953+ 2107

Fax (734) 5917279
kabramczyk@oe homecomn.ret

X

G i
JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Dan and Kyle Markey enjoy their Oakiand
Township home, one of several residences on

this year's Holly Walk. The event benefits the
Rochester Hills Public Library.

Comfortable

and joyous

Holly Walk home
furnished with
loving care

BY MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

It was love at first sight, Kyle Markey
says.

She and husband Dan wanted the
Oakland Township house as soon as they
saw it, the first day it was on the market.

The family has lived in the house for 1-
1/2 years, It is a comfortable setting for
Kyle Markey’s various collections and the
family’s antiques.

With such elements as 10-foct ceilings,
crown moldings and leaded glass doors,
it has structural charm as well as charm
from the family’s furnishings.

“You can love your home, we are in
love with our home,” Kyle said,

The Victorian residence is one of the
homes in the area featured on:the 13th
annual Holly Walk house tour, Sunday,
Dec. 12, sponsored by the Friends of the
Rochester Hills Public Library (see relat-
ed item).

Built in 1998, the house is a replica of a

residence featured in Traditional Homes .

magazine in 1982, The owners got the
original plans from a home in Atlanta,
and discovered it was a copy of a house in
Cape May, N.J.

It crowns a hilltop, on almost three
acres of secluded, wooded property.
Among the wildlife are 36 deer that Kyle
feeds. (The deer are so used to the family

“that they recognize the Markey car on
the nearby road and follow itup the
driveway, Kyle said.)

The Markeys spend a lot of time in
their screened-in porch, which is filled
with flowers in the summer and looks
out at the beautiful view all year.

The wallpaper in the breezeway has a
pattern of birdhouses. From here you can
see Kyle’s colieciion of birdhouses on an
outside wall. Within half an hour after

“she first put up the birdhouses, a chick-
adee had made a nest in one of them, she
said.

'TIS THE SEASON

_ Almost everywhere you look, the
Markey residence is decorated for the
holidays. The family put up the decora-
tions Now. 2.
“Is Christmas your favorite holiday?”
Kyle is asked. .
“Absolutely!” she replies.

PLEASE SEE WALK, B4

‘sturdy branches.

‘color.

BY JENNA KLOECKNER
STAFF WRITER

For many, it’s the time of
year to endure the brisk
December air in search of the
perfect Christmas tree for the
holiday season.

Although the type you
choose ~ whether a fir or pine
- depends on personal prefer-
ence, there a few things to
keep in mind when browsing
a Christmas tree farm or
nursery.

Frank Rimi, owner of
Addison Oaks Christmas Tree
Farm in Rochester, suggests
performing a “freshness test.
In other words, put your hand
firmly around a branch of a
tree and pull it to see how
many needles fall off.

“If a lot of needles fall off,
the tree is dried out and will
probably not last long,” Rimi
said. ‘Little or no needles
should drop.”

According to the National
Christmas Tree Association,
balsam firs and Scotch pines
have excellent needle reten-
tion, while white pine, white
gpruce, Fraser fir, Colorado
blue spruce and concolor fir
have good needle retention.

Also, Rimi says to look'for
a tree that'’s proportionate
and has a good shape. The
NCTA says white spruce,
Fraser fir, Colorado blue

- spruce and concolor fir all

have a pleasing shape.
Linnea Garvey of
Plymouth Nursery and
Garden Center suggests
checking the tree’s branches,
by feeling and bending
them, to make sure they
are strong encugh to hold
orpaments. Garvey said
most fir trees have very

According to the
NCTA, white spruces
and noble firs are the
most ornament-
friendly Christmas
trees..

Also, Garvey
recommends
looking at the

“You want to
make sure it
has a nice,
rich-green
color,” she
said, “Ifits a

www.hometownlife.com

pea-green color, that’s really
not a good sign.”

The NCTA rates white
spruce, Colorado blue spruce
and concolor fir as trees that
have good foliage color.

SMELL THE TREE

Another thing to consider
when picking out a tree is fra-
grance. If you want a fragrant
tree, Garvey said to choose a
fir tree, like a Douglas fir,
because it has a “sweet,
yummy-evergreen” smell, If
you prefer a strong pine
scent, she said Scotch pines
are a good choice.

If you don’t want any scent,
the NCTA suggests white
pine and Leyland cypress,
which have very little aroma.
And if you don’t want a bad
scent, white and Colorado
spruces may not be your best
bet. The NCTA says these
trees have a bad aroma when
the needles are crushed.

Lastly, you might want to
choose between a tree with
soft or hard needles. Garvey
said white pines and most firs
have the softest needles.

" WATER, WATER, WATER

Once you've picked out your
tree you want to make sure
you keep it in good condition

throughout the holiday season.

The key to doing that
involves water, Rimi says as
soon as you get your tree
home, the trunk should be
immediately put into Iuke-

warm water.
“As soon as the tree is

wants to heal,” Rimi
said. “So, if it isn't put
into water right away,
the tree will start to
*  seal itself off” .
More specifically,
the cut trunk will
form a sap seal,
which Rimi said
will lessen the
© tree’s water

ity. If you can’t
getthetree in

water right
away, Rimi

~ suggests

severed, the fresh wound -

absorption capac-

~ PLEASE SEE
.. TREES, B3

Do research before shoppxi'nq for Christmas tree

TREE FACTS

Here are tree characteristics from the
National Christmas Tree Association:

White Pine - soft, flexible needles (21/2-5
inches long), bluish-green in color, good
needle retention, little aroma. Not
recommended for heavy ornaments.

White Spruce - excellent for ornaments,
short, stiff needles (1/2-3/4 inches long with
blunt tips), bluish-green to green in color, bad
aroma when needles are crushed, excellent
foliage color, good, natural shape. Neadle
retention is better than in other spruces.
Fraser Fir - branches turn slightly upward,
good form and needle-retention, dark blue-
green in color, pleasant scent, excellent
shipping characteristics.

Colorado Blue Spruce - sharp needies (1-11/2
inches in length), bluish-gray in color, bad
odor when needles are crushed, good
symmetrical form, attractive blue foliage,
good needle retention.

Concolor Fir - small, narrow needles (111/2
inches in length and occur in rows), good

foliage color, good needle retention, pleasing -

shape and aroma,

Douglas Fir - soft needles (1-11/2 inches in
length), dark green to blue green in color,
needles radiate in all directions from the-

branch. Needles have a sweet fragrance when

crushed.

Balsam Fir - needles (3/4- V2 inches in
length) last a very long time and has a dark-
green appearance. Retains its pleasing
fragrance throughout the Christmas season.
Scotch Pine - needles (approximately inch in
length) don't fall when they're dry, excellent
needle retention. Bright green, excellent

survival rate, great “keep" ability, will remain

fresh throughout the holiday season.

Noble Fir - needles turn upward, exposing
lower branches, known for its beauty, long -
“keep"” ability. Its stiff branches make it a good
tree for heavy ornaments. :
Leyland Cypress - dark green-gray in color,
very little aroma, does not produce sap.
Branches are stout and woody and respond
very well fo trimming, small- medium in size,
foliage becomes extremely dense.

oxor0ion

— MARKET PlACE

Bt

Update Ilghts

if you're like many
homeowners, you string -
up the same old T
Christmas lights year
after year without ever
giving much thought to .
their condition. .

Here are five ways to

§  know when it's time to.
§ retire your hohday

lights: .
M Fried and frayed.. !f ’
wires are frayed and .
discolored, or sparks ﬂy
when you plug them In, ,
trash them and head -

straight to the store for

a new batch. You don't’
want to risk a fire,

H Big, bulky buibs.
We've all used them, but
those iarge bulbs, circa
1962, are out. With ail
of the new twinkle .
Ilghts availabje (mc}ud~ :
ing the popular-icicle
variety), why drag olit
your old clunkers? By . -
now, the paint on the *
bulbs is probably -~
chipped - not to ment
tion those old- fashloned‘
buibs can get mlghty
hot.

M Burnt-out bulbs. Il
more lights are out thi
working on your stri,r:;;,,
of lights, it's time to
trade them in for somé,
new ones, Let's face it¢
you'll never replace l
individual bulbs. '

¥ All knotted up.
Many people uncover a
knotted mess of lights
when they search
through the boxes of
holiday decorations.
Make things easier on .
yourself, and skip the'-
hassle of unknotting the
clump. Buy new lights,
and this year, make sure
to wrap them up neatly
for use next year.

B Qutrageous color.”
Thought you'd be all the
rage-with pink and blue
lights? Well, perhap;
this year you'lt succumb
to tradition and trade in
those “unique” hues for.
something more .

_Christmas-y.

HVAC upgrade

The Flintstones
debutedon TVin
October 1960, with Fred
and Wilma living in a-..
cave in Bedrock. i

While a bit “primitive”
in many ways, this cave
had clever upgrades ~- -
that made it OK. And: uf
your “digs” are a bit -
“primitive,” too, you .~

might want to do sonTe ‘

upgrading of your own,
if you Iive ina house
with no “forced-air™ .
HVAC, and you wish- vou
could add it without 5 -

, hassle, now you can- -

thanks to a new tech-_ -
nology calied “high - "
velocity, mini-air-duct .
distribution,” report -2
James and Morris Carey

_of AP Weekly Features; -

Basically, it replaces
the need for retroflttmq
conventional ductwork. -
in walts and under floors -

R R AR i maere

Submissions

Do you have a special item
you'd like to showcase in
Marketplace on the front
of At Home? We'd like to
feature it! Send a photo or
slide of the piece, along
with information, to:

| antiseptic wipes, rescue blankets, dust
masks, toilet paper rolls, sanitary nap-

§ kins and 12-hour light sticks; and a flash-
i light with batteries, a whistle, a pack of

1 waterproof matches, cotton work gloves
and a poncho. The kits can be shipped

i directly to the home. Tax and shipping

¢ and handling aren't included in the retail
i prices, Also available are American Red

by using a “perimeter” - -
ring of narrow ductwork .
up in the attic or crawl -
space, and a series of . -
small, 2-inch, tube-type =
ducts coming off of that,
it allows you to pipe . -~
heated air (also froma . =
mini-unit installed up ;
above) into rooms below

Safe at home

The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of
‘the American Red Cross offers Disaster
Supply Starter Kits and First Aid Kits
2avaitable for purchase.

The Red Cross recommends that every
family has at least a first aid Kit.

Red Cross First Aid Kits start at $5 for a

Ken Abramczyk, small, individual unit up to customized units. Cross Safety Tubes for $5 each; taxes and shipping and han-
At Home editor, Observer Disaster Supply Starter Kits are $30 for a two- dling are extra, Each tube includes a water pouch, a.J2-hour as needed; the system -
& Eccentric Newspapérs, person/three-day package, $50 for a two-person/three-day  light stick, a whistie, a dust mask and a fastener to attach puts as many outlets.in--

rooms as you wish and
delivers both heat and
cooling. o

kit and $75 for a four-person/three-day unit.
Each starter kit contains the appropriate amount of food
ration packs, purified drinking water packs, bandages and

the tube under a table or anywhere in the home or work-
piace, For information, cali (313) 576-4133 or visit
www.semredcross.org.

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150,
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uth Chosid’s tropical gar-
den in West Bloomfield
begins its show in early
spring when pink blooms of
crabapple trees form a canopy
above the garden.

‘Many daffodils and other
bulbs also greet the spring sea-
son. Summer color is bright
and lively and the snow cover
in winter shows sithouettes of

Ms. Pac Man/Galaga
~ Golden Tee
Mega Touch!

Pinballs,
-bukeboxes,
.| Video Bartop
1| Games,
Foosball, Air
Hockey, Sports
Games, and much
much more,

Hundreds of games in stock!

www.ccme.net
85525 Schoolcraft ¢ Livonia
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Dpen Mon.-Fri. 9-5 ¢ Sat. 9-7-

SHE SEDUC

Lyrics by

TIM RICE

"PRODUCTION BY

plants and architectural
objects. -

An interesting tree msplred
Ruth and chief landscape
designer, Jim Slezinski of
Goldner Walsh Nursery.
Slezinski says, “We took advan-
tage of a large very old native
box elder tree when we
designed a garden area for the
birds. Some of the large, heavy
branches lie almost parallel to
the ground which providesa
frame of the view from a dis-
tance that is striking.”

This area is a positive treat
for the birds. Four types of
viburnum, nannyberry, double
file, leatherleaf, and witherod
have showy flowers, followed
by decorative fruits. As they
ripen, the berries turn
white/pink/porcelain blue,
scarlet or blue/black. Other
trees include Castor Aralia that
attracts birds with its black
berries and serviceberry with

OE082768342

Please recycle
this newspaper
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——

Music by

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

THE RENOWNED

HAROLD PRINCE"

Fisher Theatre « Now thru 12
TICKETS OGN SALE NOW at the Fisher Theatire hox
office & all ticketmaster outlets inc. Marshall Field's,
charge—hy—phohe 248-545-6666, & ticketmaster.com

Info 313-872-1000 » NederlanderDetroil.com
Groups (28 or more) weekdays 313-871-1132

purple fruits. A buckthorn was

* removed and replaced with a

Washington hawthorn. It also
provides fruit for birds and a

- haven for them because of the

thorny branches. Also, two
pawpaw trees, a butterfly mag-
nolia, daylilies and sedge, with

grass-like yellow/green foliage, -

are perfect]y situated.

A sunnier part of the garden
attracts butterflies, and they do
visit often, They are treated to
a smorgasbord of annual and
perennial plants such as rasp-
berry astilbe, red bee balm, red
and pink hibiscus, purple Joe
Pye, Brazillian verbena,
blue/pink Japanese anemone,
blue and white false indigo,
There are also tall white spikes
of bugbane, and a mixture of
groundcovers, including
pachysandra with leaves that
iook as though they have been
polished, and sweet woodruff.

“I can see the butterfly gar-
den clearly from my kitchen®
window, especially when the
sun shines on it,” Chosid said.

All of the plants are very
large, annuals as well as the

“many perennials. Most of the

tropicals need to be over-win-
tered in the basement. An edi-
ble fig tree is put away for the

winter in a trench. The plant is
bent over to fit the trench, then
covered with compost. The
bananas, some of them reach
12 feet in height, go to the
basement for the winter, as
does the orange/yellow lantana
on standard,

Other tropicals are dug from
the garden then are repotted to
spend winter in the basement.
Those that grow in pots
remain in the pots when they
are stored. Professional pot-
ting soil mix is used; they are
watered regularly while in
their winter quarters and fer-
tilized when they are returned
to the garden the first part of
June, when the ground is
warm. Composted cow
manure, and a slow release fer-

~ tilizer enriches the soil, and .

summer care consists of regu-
lar watering and weeding.
I never have seen such large
Japanese painted ferns, New
Guinea, impatiens, rocket
plants and hostas. The hosta of
the year 2004, a solid gold:
plant Sum and Substance, a
blue green upright beauty with
narrow curved margins is a

- fine addition. It was chosen

for this honor by the American
Hosta Growers Association.

est Bloomfield garden is a treat for the birds, ammals

Most of the strateglcally
placed objects are made of
resin, A large elephant reclines
near the elephant ear plants, A
colorful, exotic ceramic pea-
cock adds its special beauty,
and a monkey made of creep-
ing fig and spaghnum moss
swings from a tree. A little elf
rests in a peaceful spotin a
corner and Chosid cautions
small visitors to be very quiet
so they won't wake him. These

art pieces are well-placed and -

add to the design rather than
detracting from it.

+ Many wild animals
come to visit and Chosid keeps
a pleantiful supply of food for
them all. Consequently they
generally don’t harm the-gar-
den plants, but, when a banana
produced fruit, the deer
promptly ateit! As an extra
precaution, diluted liquid
fence is sprayed on the peren- -
nials to deter the more aggres-
sive animals.

While the garden is beautiful
during the day, many lights
glow throughout' the garden at
night.

Chosid says, “The garden isa
joy at any time - my own tropi-
cal paradise.”

GOODGARDEN TIP: Take

Don’'t mess with th

¥ recently read an article ina
‘1 trade magazine with the
headline “Consumer Product
Safety Commission disputes
Consumer Reports claim of
unsafe products in stores.”

After reading this article in

the December issue of
Appliance Service News 1
believe that the CPSC has
taken umbrage with Consumer
Reports. We will hear more
about this in the future.
The U.S. Consumer Product

" Safety Commission has taken

exception to a recent article in
Consumer Reports magazine
that claims many unsafe prod-
ucts are still available in retail
stores nationwide, the article
states. In a letter posted on its
Web site, CPSC states that the
Consumer Reports article,
“Hazard in Aisle 5,” incorrectly

asserts that it
found 48 con-
sumer prod-
ucts that vio-
lated safety
standards.

Basedonan
N analysis of
information
from
Consumers
Union, CPSC
technical

. experts con-
m ; cluded that at

least 34 of the

products listed by Consumer
Reports do not violate any
CPSC standard, according to
spokesman Eric Criss. Two
additional products had
already been recalled by the
agency before the article was

Appliance
Doctor

Joe

- published, he added. “CPSC

P

present...

A farcical romp full of mistaken identities,
sight gags, physical humor, and, of course,
a man dressed as a woman!

Charley’s Aunt

By Brandon Thomas
Director: Emily McSweeney

November 19, 20, 21*, 26, 27, 28*
December 2, 3, 4, 5%, 9, 10, 11

*2 p.m. matinee; all other performances at 8 p.m.

The Farmington Players Barn Theater
32332 Twelve Mile Road between
" Farmington + Orchard Lake Roads

Tickets: 248-553-2955

$18 regular price, $10 on Thursdays and
for seniors (on Sunday, Nov. 21 only)
Large group discounts available.
www.farmingtonplayers.org

Space donated by the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers .

OE0B277425

continues its efforts to locate
and evaluate the remaining
products identified by
Consumer Reports,” Criss said..
The agency also says the
magazine asserts that the
number of recalls is declining,
when, in fact, the numbers are

* rising. In 2003 CPSC ordered

279 recalls, compared to 356
during the first nine months of
2004. And civil penalties
issued so far in 2004 on firms
marketing unsafe products is
$4.2 million, the third highest
in the agency’s 30-year history,
Criss added.

The CPSC has removed so
'much junk from the market-
place in 30 years and I doubt if
they have ever been wrong in
protecting and saving the lives
of American citizens, especially
the children. '

GUARANTEED
LOWEST
PRICE!

wiww.hometownlife.com

MARTY FIGLEY

Ruth Chosid of West Bioomfre!d
enjoys her garden with Humphrey the
elephant, as they sit amonq the !arqe :
elephant ears. -

time thxs winter to evaluate
your garden so you're prepared
with ideas for the commg gar-
den season. :

Marty Figley is an advanced master
gardener based in Birmingham. You
can leave her a message by dialing
(734) 953-2047 on a touch-tone

- phone, Her fax number is (248) 644-

MCPSC

I am jumping on the side of
the CPSC in this one because I
believe in them. I was working
for Amana when the
microwave was invented by
Amana’s parent company
Raytheon. Consumers Union
called a news conference with
all three major television net-
works and reported that
microwave ovens were danger-

ous to use and wotld cause all

sorts of ill effects to the human
body.

After causing such alarm
they admitted to the errors of
their ways and printed a
retraction.

This time, I believe they ook
on the wrong people. You don’t
fool around with the CPSC, no
matter who you think you are.

Joe Gagnon can now be heard on

© Factory Direct

o Costs Much Less Than
Replacing

o Available in Solid 0ak,
Maple & Cherry

¢ References in Your
Neighborhood

« FREE ESTIMATES
2s cabinet clinic
The Leader in Cabinet Refacing
West 734-421-8151
North-East 586-751-1848

www.cabinetclinic.com
OEVB278883

Road

Did you know
to stop?

Michigan

trucks take longer |

PR
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When a truck driver hits the brakes
at 55 mph, it takes more than the
length of a football field for the
rig to come 1o & stop. Don't pull
in front of a truck, then slow or
stop quickly to make a turm or exit.
‘Allow the truck driver time and
distance to brake.

: Be safe.

AN
N
T
-
AN

o

-'Thig mamal was developed through a
project funded by the Michigan Truck
Safety Commnission.

I



http://www.tiometoivnUfe.com
http://www.ccme.net
http://www.farmingtonplayers.org
http://www.cabinetclinic.com
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Organize your winter coats, hats

How do i organize things like coats,
hats, gloves, swimming items, and
other things we do not use year
round?
. Let’s start with a system to
organize winter items.
- Itis impor-

{ tant that you
have enough
storage space
and that you
have a system
that requires
low mainte-
nance. Low -
maintenance
means dividing
items into cate-
gories and
training every-
one to put
: = items back
where they belong: ,
. Create a place for every item:

Store heavy coats and jackets
in a closet. Another option is to
mount hooks in a garage or
mud room. Purchase a laundry
basket in which to store boots.
Everyone will be able to locate
their boots quickly when a
‘snow storm comes, Keep the
basket in a mud room or on a
closet floor.
~ You will need several con-
tainers so you can put ‘like
items’ together. Place gloves,
imittens, hats, scarves and neck
warmers in separate baskets. To
avoid losing gloves, clothespin
mates together as you take
them off and put them in their
basket. Clip the clothespin onto
the rim of the basket when the
‘gloves are in use. Put the bas-
kets in a convenient location
such as the closet flooror a
shelf. You may substitute boxes
forbaskets to separate items.
. Avinyl shoe rack can also be
‘used to store small articles
because it has many compart-
ments for separating items.
Hang this rack on a wall or the
back of a door.
- . Separating articles and plac-
ing them in plastic grocery
bags that hang from hooks pro-
vides a very inexpensive stor-
age method. Convenient loca-
tions for gloves and hats
include coat pockets or sleeves.
~ During warmer months store
winter items in the basement
orthe attic. Place coats on
hangers in a plastic garment
bag or in a basement closet.

Domestic
Planner

Diana -
Koenig

&

Close Out Tile™

| Granite 3cm thick!

$38.95 S/F Amarello Gold
$38.95 S/F RosaBeta
$38.95 S/F Luna Pearl
$38.95 S/F Topazio Ouro
$38.95 8/F Verde Tunas
$4295 S/F Black Pearl
$4295 S/F 8. CeciliaD.
$42.85 S/F Verde Butterfly
$45.95 S/F Baltic Brown
$45.95 S/F Gold Butterfly
$45.95 S/F White Butterfly
$49.95 S/F Black impala

All prices include installation, full bulinose or A
straight polished edge 20 s/f minimum
~Machine finished edges only (while supplies fast)

Protect your wool clothing with
moth treatment.

Young children will need to
be able to reach their coats eas-~
ily, so use low hooks and avoid -
hangers until children are.old
enough to put their coats on
hangers and hang them in the
closet. Show them where to put
their hats and mittens when
they remove them. You can
make a game out of organizing
their items into the baskets so
they will think it is fun to put
things in the proper place. Put
two baskets on the closet floor,
one for mittens and one for
hats. Tell your child to toss his
hat into the corréct container.

Use the same system with
summer items as winter cloth-
ing. Summer items include
beach, swimming, and picnic
supplies. Group items by cate-
gory, placing each group in a
separate container:

B Put beach balls, goggles,
and blow-up tubes in one con-
tainer.

B Put pool shoes in a small
basket located in your garage.

B Purchase a plastic or can-
vas handled bag for beach or
pool items. Keep it packed with
beach towels, suntan lotion,
sunglasses, and a change purse
with coins for snacks.

B Gather together items
needed for a picnic and store
them together. You will need a
small cooler and picnic basket.
Fill the picnic basket with the
following items; tablecloth,.

‘plastic plates, cups and uten-

sils, napkins, salt and pepper.
You will be ready for a picnic at
a minute’s notice.

The shelf or closet space you
designate in your basement for
winter items can also be used
for summer items. Simply
rotate winter and summer
items from the shelf or closet.
Put items upstairs when they
are in season. Place summer
items on a shelf in your garage
during the warm season:
Winter things will need to be
keptinside.

Today's Refrigerator Bulletin:
“In season or off season, organ-
ize all your exira items!”

Send your questions and success sto-
ries to; Diana Koenig. Emait
dianakoenig@hotmail.com or
www.domesticplanner.com.

Reg. *2.99-°3.99 s/f

Now as low as *1.69 s/t V
42 styles available >

quanfities limited,
harry in for the
best selection!

i

. Southfield
23455 Telegraph Rd.
(248) 356-6430

Visit one of our Showrooms!

Instaliation includes Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb Counties. S
Others at additional cost. Offer not valid with any other discount.
All previous orders excluded. Subjeotto stockon ﬁand,

Huee Discounts
onallin
-~ stock granife
and marble tiles

( Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.
Marble & Granite Shop

-~ Farmington Hills
- 24301 Indoplex Circle
(248) 426-0093

Watch For
~ QOURVIVA
~ [TALIA SALE

uthfield/Farmington Hills Hours:
W-F 8:30-8:00; Saj 9:00-5:00

_SHOP HERE LAST, WE WILL BE YOUR BEST DEAL!

0 /F g M-T-Th 8:30-5:00;

CHRISTMAS TREE FARMS

B Addison-Oaks Christmas Tree
Farm, 355 Lake George Road in
QOakland Township. Open noon to
5 p.m. Monday-Friday and 9 a.m,
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
until Dec. 24, (248) 814-0583.

‘W Arend Tree Farms, 3512 Notten

in Chelsea. Open 9 am. to 5 p.m.
daily, (734) 475-7584. ’
B Badger Evergreen Nursery, 100
20th St. in Battle Creek, Open
noon to 9 p.m. Monday-Thursday,
1fa.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, 9a.m.to 9
p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday until Dec. 20, (269) 217-
6743. ,

B Blake Orchard & Cider Mill,
17985 Center Road in Armada,

‘Open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily until

Dec. 23, (586) 784-5343.

® Broadview Christmas Tree
Farm, 4380 Hickory Ridge Road in
Highland. Open 9 am. to 5 p.m.
daily untif Dec. 19, (248) 887-8733.
B Braun's Tree Farm, 796 Warren
Road in Ann Arbor. Open 10 a.m.
to dark, Friday- Sunday until Dec.
19, (734) 663-2717.

B Candy Cane Christmas Tree
Farm, 4780 Seymour Lake Road in
Oxford.

Open noon to 5 p.m. Monday-
Friday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday until Dec.
20 or until supply is exhausted,
(248) 628-8899.

@ Cohoctah Meadows, in Howell,
11450 Durand Road in Howell.
Open9a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday until Dec. 16, (517)
552-1663. ‘

B Coleman’s Farm Market,
corner of Ridge and Holmes
roads in Ypsitanti. Open 10 am. to
8 p.m. daily until Dec. 23, (734)
4831783,

B Flower Barn Nursery, 14860
Hall Road in Sterling Heights.
Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-
Saturday and 9 am. to 6 p.m.
Sunday untif Dec. 24, {586) 532-

Granite Countertops |
Lowest Advertised
Pricein the
Tri-County Area

Undermount Staiples
Steel SmI§s Igggau v

ith purchase of $3000 or more:

OEC8278837

0014. M Plymouth Nursery and
Garden Center, 9900 Plymouth
Road, near Plymouth. Open 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to
6 p.m, Saturday and fla.m.to 5

p-m. Sunday until Dec. 23, (734)

453-5500.

M Rattalee Lake Tree Farm, 7650
Rattalee Lake Road in Clarkston.
Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday untif Dec. 12, (248)
320-2913.

B Stanczyk Tree Farm, 7355 Fish
Lake Road in Holly, open 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
(248) 634-8102. '

B Thornhollow Tree Farm, 44387
Hult Road in Belleville. Open noon
to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday and 9
a.m. {0 5 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, (734) 699-3709.

B Trim Pines Farm, 4357 East
Baldwin Road in Holly open noon
to dark Thursday- Friday and 9
a.m. to dark Saturday and Sunday
until Dec. 19, (810) 694-9958.

B Urquhart's Tree Farm, 230 S.
Steinbach Road in Dexter. Open 3-
5 p.m. Wednesday-Friday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, (734) 433-8733.

B Waldock Tree Farm, 3090
Dutcher Road in Howell. Open 9
a.m. to 5 p.m, Saturday and
Sunday until Dec, 19, (517) 546-
3890.

B Xerri's Xmas Trees, 4527
Newburgh Road in Carleton. Open
9 a.m. fo dusk daily until Dec. 24,
(734) 654-9573.

Ea. Pc.

Twin .

Make your Christmas tree s‘afe;;’l

What would Christmas be
without the family gathered
around the tree to open pres-
ents? B .

Christmas trees are a symbol
of the holiday and a major
focus of seasonal decorating,
Not only do they fill your house
with an inviting pine scent,
Christmas trees act as a focal
and gathering point for the
family. <

When you purchase your
Christmas tree from a vendor
or cut your own from a tree
farm, heed the important
advice to keep it well watered.
This will help maintain its
fresh fragrance and deep color
through the holiday, as well as
prevent it from becoming a fire
hazard. ‘

According to the U.S, Fire -
Administration, a department
of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency,
Christmas trees account for
more than 400 fires annually,
resulting in deaths, injuries
and millions of dollars in home
damage. ‘

Typically these fires are start~
ed by shorts in the electrical
system of tree lights, candle - .
flames, or matches and lighters -
ignited near tree limbs. =

- Well-watered trees can fend
off a fire. Dry, neglected trees
have the propensity to go up
like a torch. It only takes-sec-

. onds for a tree fire to spread to .
uncontrollable levels. To pre-
vent the possibility of fire in
your home, play it safe with .
your tree: : ‘

" B Keep the pine tree stand
filled with water daily. -

M Inspect electrical lines for -
shorts or frayed wiring. :

B Do not use lit candles on
your tree — you're asking for
trouble.

B Keep open flames, ciga-~
rettes and other fire-inducing
objects away from the tree.

B Place your tree away from
radiators, heaters or fireplaces.
so it won’t dry out as quickly or
catch fire, ‘

B If your tree already shows
signs of dryness, remove it
from your house.

TREES

FROM PAGE BI

making a fresh cut by cutting
off about a quarter inch off the
trunk when you are ready to
put it in water.

And once the tree is in water,
keep it there.

“To keep a tree healthy for
the Christmas season, the most
important thing to do is to
keep it in adequate water,” he
said. “Never let the water
source go dry.”

Quesn

Full ;
2 Pe, Set

Ea, Pe,

MODEL 1

$99.88

$120.88 | $200.88

MODEL 2

$139.88

$189.88 | $399.88 | §599.68

MODEL 3

$179.88

§249.88 | $499.88 | §799.88

MODEL 4
{NON-FLIP) Cughion Firm -

$199.88

$289.88 | $599.88| $899.88

£ Perfect Sieeper
538 (NON-FLIR) Euro-Top Plush

MODEL 5

$239.88

$32068 | 5690.88 | - $999.88

Perfect Sleeper  MODEL7-6
88 (NONFLIP) Your Choice Euro-Top, Pillow Top, Firm

$449.88 | $999.88 | $1200.88

§Au. MAKES & MODELS

e

| 734-453-5500

www.plymouthnursery.net
HOLIDAY. HOURS:

" Mon-Fri 9-8 + Sat 9-6 » Sun-10-6

Offers Expire 12/8/04

COMPLETE HOLIDAY DECOR)

| Classic

Garvey agrees that water is
integral to a healthy holiday
tree. She said you shouldput
your tree in water immediately -
after it's cut, and no later than
12 hours,. She said if you don't
plan to decorate the tree right
away, it should be kept outside
- a good place is the garage -
so it doesn’t lose moisture.

Make sure to replenish the
water so it never goes below
the cut - remember the sap -
seals — and keep thetree |, -
away from warm surfaces,
such as televisions, heaters and '
fireplaces, which will cause
dehydration. o

PR TR S B N N A AR

Designs

Laurel Furniture naw offers Amish furniture
rom one of the finest group of craftsman in the countyy.
End tables and bedroom sets are also available in sofid oak
or salid cherry with six different finish options.

This dining set inctudes steam-hant chair backs and
table with gear-driven table extension. All pieces have a

Resistovar Finish for heat and malsture resistance,
e

Come in today to xperience this wonderfel sefection of
individually handerafted Amish furniture.

I MBI L avandy ﬁ;‘@vai%:@i}iﬁ

7

: 'N-_STORE'FLYE§~ »
. NOW IN PROGRESS

$5.00 OFF
Any Fresh Cut Christmas

Tree 6’ or Larger

Limit one coupon per customer.
-Not vafid with any other offer. 12/8/04

PLYMOUTH
NURSERY

Christmas in the Coun@‘ 4\

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd.

7 Miles West of 275
1 1/2 Miles South of M-14

Corner

of Gotfredson Rd.


http://www.hometowttlife.com
mailto:dianakoenig@hotmaii.com
http://www.domesticpianner.com
http://www.piymouthnursery.net
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PHOTOS BY JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dan and Kyle Markey's home is decorated for the holidays inside and out, The
decor, furnishings and various collections are among the attractlons of the

house, featured on the Holly Walk.

WALK
FROM PAGE B1

The open porch and side
gazebo are adorned with lights,
garlands and red ribbons. A
small evergreen with artificial
snow and pine cones stands on
atable. On a chair is an
arrangement of greenery and
birds.

Inside, a wreath covered
with tiny Santas — which are
from Kyle’s Santa collection -
hangs on a wall in the foyer.

LIVING ROOM

In a corner of the living
room stands a grandfather’s
clock from 1740. The ¢lock,
which still works, has been in
the family for generations.

Kyle’s father was a nationally
recognized clock collector who
owned 250 pieces. One of
these, a graceful wall clock in
another room, features a small,
colorful pattern so delicate it
almost looks as though it had
been sewn.

The fireplace has a stately
wooden mantel. Two sofas, and
a square coffee table with a
glass top and wrought-iron
base, form a cozy grouping in
front of it.

The rooms are inviting
throughout the home, whether
the furnishings are elegant and
classic - such as the mantel
and a magnificent armoire - or
lighter in tone - such as pink
armchairs and a large, round
ottoman dressed in a lively flo-
ral design.

“We're not formal,” Kyle said.

Another room is the
Snowman Room. Kyle has a
collection of almost 700 snow-

men, and they are in joyous

This grandfather’s clock, from 170
has been in the family for genera-
tions, it still keeps perfect time.

display here: serving as orna-
ments covering two ever-
greens, standing along window
sills, filling several shelves.

TRULY TASTEFUL

In the kitchen, the wallpaper

has a floral pattern. An artist

painted some of the flowers
onto the ceiling in a nook,
extending them from the edge
of the paper, so they appear to
be on vines.

In the nook, a glass-topped,
oval table and wicker chairs on
casters stand on an oval,
woven rug. The chandelier
resembles the wood trim in the
adjoining dining room.

The floral border around the
dining room ceiling resembles
that of the chintz fabric at the
valance.

with any 'purchase of

10 cabinets or more:
(avalue of up to $350!)
Extended for fimited time only.

The Snowman Room in the Markey home i |s filled with Kyle Markey s collection of almost 700 snowmen.

The table is set for the holi-
days, with two large hurricane
lamps in the center, surround-
ed by berries and holding red
candles in snow-like material.

Each place setting has a dif-
ferent pattern for the season
Flatware is in small stockings
with holiday designs in needle-
point.

LOWER, UPPER

The lower level features a
full kitchen, a breakfast bar,
and a bath, The design and
colors of the stained glass win="
dow in the bathroom door
match those of the wallpaper
pattern inside. :

Also on the lower level is a
sitting area, with sofas, e d
large-screen TV.

And there’s another tree, thls
one holding family ornaments
that the Markeys’ sons, now
ages 21 and 18, accumulated
while growing up.

“When they leave they will
get the ornaments,” Kyle
said.

On the second floor, a large
quilt hangs on a landing wall. .

The quilt was made for the -
Markeys by a friend, Judy
Kellerman, as a housewarming
gift. Each block represents a
prominent woman, including
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Rosa
Parks, Amelia Earhart and
Helen Keller.

The office on this fleor
includes a large desk, two
black feathoer armichuivs with
brass studs. and built-in
shelves. A small winding stair-
case stands in a corner. Prints
of loons - the family’s favorite

bird - are arranged on a wall.

The laundry room, also on
the second floor, is cheery, with
bright pink cabinets.

Pink, white and green
‘wallpaper is in the ceni-
ter of the front of each cabinet,
edged with a light green,
zigzag trim.

“I ' had fun with this,” Kyle
said,

“I'm in here every day”

HOLLY WALK

. 'The Holly Walk benefits the
Tibrary.

“We have six outstanding
homes again this year in .
Rochester, Rochester Hills and
Oakland 'I‘ownship all deco~

HOLLY WALK

What: A tour of six homes in
Rochester, Rochester Hills and
Qakland Township. The event is
sponsored by the Friends of the
Rochester Hills Public lerary and
benefits the library.
Bring-house stippers or plan to
tour in stocking feet. Bags will be. -
provided for shoes and boots.
Refreshments will be served at the
dairy barn at Van Hoosen Farm,
where two exhibits will be on di
play. Rest rooms are avaitable at
the barn.
Door prizes have beenvdonated
Diflman & Upton, Parisian, Williams’
Sonoma, Chez Nous, Hepplewhitg§
Sharon's Hafimark, Chapman
House, 227 Bistro, the Friends' Ugei
~Book Sale Committee and the
Friends’ Library Store.

PR SERY A R N

When: noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
12.

Tickets: $20, soid in advance onty. -
To buy tickets by mail, send a self-
addressed envelope with a check.
payable to the Friends of the
Rochester Hills Public Lmrary, to -
Holly Walk Tickets, Friends’
Store 500 Olde Towne Road:
Rochester 48307, no later than
Saturday, Dec. 4.
Tickets are available at Bordine
Nursery Garden Store, Dillman&
" Upton True Value Hardware, t
- Frignds’ Library Store (at the &
- library), Heslop's at the \hltage of

David Bates, chairman of the
Holly Walk committee.

The committee spends June,
July and August - and some-
times September, too -
finding résidences for
he said. .

The 1927 dairy barn at the
Van Hoosen Farm will be open
for the Holly Walk, featuring
two displays: A Lively Town:
The History of Rochester 1817-
1952 and Ride the Rails, a

e tour,

model] train exhibit. - Rochester Hills, Sharon's Halimagk
Refreshments w111 be served ~.atRochester Hills Plazaand . %
the barn. o University Square, and Werner's
Local merchants have " Hatimark at Adams and Sitverbeft
donated door pnzes for tour and at 25 Mile and Dequindre.
visitors. o
Information: Call (248) 652-3549:
mklemic@oe.homecomm.net ;

(248) 9012569

A pe

John Smith
1st Ghristmas
Born 9/12 /2004
Proud Parents
John & Sue

Livonia, Ml
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Newspapers for Christmas. This special page of
"cuties" will run in our papers on December 23.

CLASSIFIED ADS: 1-800-579-7355

must be received by 12/15/04. No photos wifl be returned

BABY'S FIRST
CHRISTMAS!

rfect addition to baby's scrapbook! Place your
baby's photo in the Observer & Eccentric
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(All photos must be received by December 15)

CALL TODAY FOR
MORE mmm&mms
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CEDAR CHESTS ON SALE

/» 74 é,ms

u/ &

w Graditional e:%?
Chris m@;ﬁg Fisel

OVER 40 STYLES OF
ENTERTAINMEN

consoles,
clocks and
accessories

Huge selection
of curio cabinets,

¢ Reclinin ’Sofas
¢ Sectionals:

* Recliners .
o | eather

”Fme Tradmona

OEQ82791t14

2945 S. WAYNE ROAD « WAYNE
{4 blks N. of Michigan Ave.)

Holiday Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9 am - 9 pm « Tues., Wed., Sat. 9 am - 6 pm

| Furnishings”

734-721-1044
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m|s‘s plenty of
Cat hoop action

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

If you blink during a Plymouth H1gh School boys
basketball game this season, you're liable to miss a
few trips up and down the floor. -

Under the guidance of first-year coach Tom Van
Wagoner, the Wildcats plan on deploying 84 feet of
defensive pressure and an up-tempo oﬁ'ense that
pushes the ball up the court afazelentle

“We have a youthful team, with no seniors, sowe'll
make a lot of mistakes that young teams make, said
Van Wagoner, who was the head coach at Dearborn

‘Henry Ford -
Academy last sea-
son..“But we have a
Tot of good athletes
* who can run-the
floor and they go-
after every loose ball. Our k1ds go after it in practice
every day” ’

Van Wagoner who will be a,ssmted on the bench
this season by his cousin, Dave Van Wagoner, said the
Wildcats' preseason scrimmage Tuesday afternoon
against Garden City and Dearborn Heights
Crestwood couldn’t have gone better.

“I thought we played very, very well,” he said, “We
have a well-balanced team with several players who
can score and defend. We made 10 3-pointers
'I‘uesday and they came from a number of different
players.”

The senior-less Wildcats will be led this year by a
nucleus of players that played a schedule that includ- -
ed junior varsity and varsity competition last season.
Leading the way will be 5-10 junior point guard
Brent Jones, who was the quarterback of the
Wildcats football team; 6-4 junior forward Josh
Leduc; 5-9 guard Vernon Stewart; and 6-3 sopho-
more forward Kulraj Sandhu.

Other key contributors will be 6-1 junior forward

H

* . PREP HOOP PREVIEW

Foster honored

Air Force sophomore
goalie Peter Foster, a
native of Canton, was
named the College
Hockey America's
defenseman of the week
fast week, It was Foster's

third such honor of the
season.

Foster led the Falcons
to the title in the 54th

--annual Rensselaer/HSBC

Holiday Hockey -
Tournament by stopping

64 of 66 shots, including

32 inthe champlonsmp
game,
‘On Friday, Air Force

‘won its second consecu-

tive overtime contest; -
defeating Sacred Heart,
3-2, in the tournament
semifinals, Nineteen of -
the 34 shots Foster .
turned away came on
power-play opportunitles.
He stopped all but one as
Air Force won in the
game’'s 73rd minute.

On Saturday, Foster

posted his national-best 5

fourth shutout of the .
season by turning aside
all 32 Rensselaer shots,
including 14 in the finat
period to preserve the
Falcons’ one-goal lead.
Foster was named to_

\Edwfi‘tjﬁ editor

-

Jim Wilbur, a standout on the Plymouth soccer team;
6-0 junior guard D.J. Coleman, probably the fastest
player on the roster; and 6-1 junior guard Alex

the ali-tournament team .
and he earned the :
event's most valuable

T

Harvey. player award.
: ; First-year players that Van Wagoner will be relying
TOMHAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER oy heawily are 6-5 freshman center Jake Hager, trans- Equwment sale

Canton Leisure
Services will be holding a
community-wide used
sports equipment sale on
Saturday, Dec. 4, from S
a.m.totp.m. at
Diamonds Restaurant
inside the Canton
Softball Center. Shoppers

Plymouth’s Jim Wilbur (right) battles Garden City's Brandon Craft for a rebound during the two teams’ pre-season scrimmage Tuesday

afternoen in the Plymouth Righ School gymnasium. Wilbur shoutd be one of the Wildcats’ top defensive players this seasen. PLEASE SEE WILDCATS, €3

‘Rock icers | Talented replacements to lead PCA

t k t h M d BY ED WRIGHT . » . over the years.” may purchase gently
STAFF WRITER i Six-foot senior point guard Stephen used sports equipment .
a e I r ' PREP HOOP PREVIEW Sumner will quarterback the Eagles’ for all ages. ,
More than 33 points a game in scoring offense. As a junior, Sumner scored 7.5 The drop-off of equip-

ment to be sold will take
place on Friday, Dec. 3
only from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m,
at Diamonds. CLS will sell

points a game, dished out over two
assists per contest and shot 75 percent
from the free-throw line.

“Stephen should be one of the better

“We have some good players coming
back, so we have an opportunity to be
better this season,” Taylor said. “We have
a good balance of forwards and guards,

from last season’s Plymouth Christian
Academy basketball team walked across
the stage during graduation ceremonies
in June, so you’d think coach Doug

at tourney

BY ED WRIGHT Taylor may be feeling a litile blue head-  but the question is, can ‘we put itall points guards in the league this season,” the items and return a
STAFF WRITER ing into the upcoming 2004-05 cam- together?” Taylor said. “He s a very solid, steady portion of the proceeds
: paign. The Eagles’ leading returner is 6-3 point guard. to-the seller between 1
. Salem wasn’t the host with the But Taylor is actually pretty optimistic ~ forward Aaron Ciborowski, who aver- Senior John Wendt (6-1) will man the p.m. and 2 p.m. on Dec.
most at the inaugural Salem and for good reason. aged a team-high 14.3 points per game other forward position for the Eagles. 4, For more information,

Invitational Hockey Tournament Taylor and his Eagles will no doubt and 11.1 rebounds per contest during the  The other front-court starter — atleast call (734) 483-5600,

this past weekend at the Plymouth miss the graduated Daniel Carty (13.1 2003-04 campaign. He shot 45 percent  early in the season — will be newcomer H k t°
Cultural Center, but the Rocks points per game), Ben Baloga (11.2) and  from the field and canned 73 percent of  Devyn Govan, a 6-2 sophomore. 0C ey mee |||q
played well despite their third-place Lou Tripp (5.9) from last year's 13-8 his free-throw attempts. “John gave us a lot of solid minutes The PCCS Hockey

Booster Club will hoid a
meeting on Tuesday, Dec.
14, at 7 p.m. at the
Plymouth Cultural
Center. Parents of cur-
rent players are encour-
aged to attend. For more
information, call (734) '

squad that finished third in the
Michigan Independent Athletic

“Aaron is one of those kids that goes last season,” Taylor said. He’s a very good

after every rebound,” Taylor said. “He set  rebounder and he can run the floor on

advancing to the championship Conference’s Blue Division, but the tal- the school record for most reboundsina  offense. Devyn can really jump and he

game against Utica Eisenhower, but ented trio has capable replacements season last year, which is good consider-

Friday night it dropped a dramatic waiting in the wings to soar this season.  ing we've had some good players here / PLEASE SEE PCA, €3

1-0 contest to Chippewa Valley, the . . /

tourney’s eventual champ. : .
Following two scoreless opening

showing.
Salem came within an eyelash of

periods, the Eagles’ Brian Munro 254-9234,

scored with 6:19 left in the game to VI I a n e S a r S W a e rS 4 2 V I C 0 r MSU softball clinic

spoil a stellar game in net by the The Michigan State .
University softball team -

Rocks’ Brandon DeMars. Chippewa
Valley’s Kurt Hemmingsen was will be holding its ninth
annual Afl-Positions
Skills Clinic Dec. 27-29
from 9 a.m. to noon each
day. The camp is open to
players aged 10-18. The
cost Is $120. Call (517)

John Vigilante’s goal at 15:40 of the second
equally spectacular between the period snapped a 2-2 tie and sparked the =,
- pipes, turning away all of the Rocks’ - - Plymouth Whalers to a 4-2 victory over the
shots. v Peterborough Petes in an Ontario Hockey
" “It was as close of a game as the League game played Saturday night before a
score would indicate,” Salem coach sellout crowd of 3,853 at the Compuware
Fred Feiler said. “We had our Sports Arena.

chances and they had their chances, Dan Collins, John Armstrong and John 432-1039; or visit

but they were able to get one in Mitchell also scored for Plymouth (9-11-4-2) www.msuspartans.com,

with about six minutes left to play, with Mitchell and Vigilante adding two assists then hit the “softball”

and we couldn’t. Our entire defen- each. Dan Ryder and Greg Williams scored for icon,

sive eorps playe&a great game. It’s Peterborough (12-10-3-3), which had a four- s . h

hard to point out one player who game winning streak snapped. : occer onors

stood out because they all played . Plymouth goalie Ryan Nie continued his Albion Coliege soccer

well?” stellar play, stopping 38 of 40 shots and was ° player Ashiey Rosaen, a
The Rocks oﬂ’ense exploded for lauded as the game’s first star. Nie, who has graduate of Canton High

School, received honor-
able mention recognition
recently in the Michigan
Independent Athletic
Association for her
efforts this past season
for the Britons.

Rosaen played in alt 20 °
games for the 10-8-2
Britons and tallied nine
goals and two assists.
She also recorded to
game-winning goais,

been involved in every Whaler victory this sea-
son, leads the OHL with 1,327 minutes played
in 23 games. He lowered his goals-against
average to 2.31 while raising his save percent-
ageto .921.

The win vaulted the Whalers into sole pos-
session of second place in the OHL's West -
Division with 24 points, one point ahead of -
Sault Ste. Marie (10-12~3-0).

Plymouth returns to the ice Friday night

" when it hosts Mississauga at 7:30 p.m. at the
Compuware Sports Arena. The Whalers will
host Kitchener Saturday night at 7:30 p.m.

five goals in Saturday’s third-place
consolation. coiitest, a 5-3 triumph
over Waterford Mott, Chris Wilson
opened the scoring with a goal off
an assist from Tommy Cooper. John
Maurer made it 2-0 at the 5:34
mark of the first period when he
scored off a pass from Adam
Gillikin. :

- The resilient Corsairs rebounded -
to score the game’s next three goals,
two by Ryan McWilliams and one
from Greg Smith.

Plymouth goatie Ryan Nie reaches to make one of his 38 saves in Saturday mght s 4-2 victory
over Peterborough. The win moved the Whalers mto second place in the Ontario Hockev
League's Western Division. :



http://www.msuspartans.com

02 P

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, Dacember 2, 2004

| WRESTUNG g§

www.hometownlife.com

By ED WRIGHT
STAFE WRITER

The speed at which success-
ful athletic programs are built
is often based on the blue-

 prints used by the coaches.

The blueprints that are
being used by Canton coach .
Casey Randolph to construct
the Chiefs’ wrestling team into
a consistent winner are similar
to the ones he used at Hudson
High School, which was a state
power and went 34-1 his final
year as co-coach.

That probably explains why
Randolph has the Chiefs
quickly heading in the right

j direction in his third year at
the helm.,

; Canton finished 11-3 in dual
| meets last season and placed

third in the Western Lakes
Activities Association’s
Western Division. Considering
they lost just two starters off

i last year’s squad, the Chiefs

'l should be a force to be reck-

‘ oned with during the 2004-05

! campaign.

“We've come a long way
since my first year when 11 of
my 14 starting wrestlers were
in their first year of wrestling,”
said Randolph. “This team has
i the ability to compete with
anybody right now. A couple of
our wrestlers afe recovering
from football injuries, but
we're close to being at full
strength.” _

Canton lost just two regular
contributors off last year’s

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

! Attitude is everything when it
comes to wrestling, according to
veteran Salem wrestling coach

3 Greg Woochuk.

| If that’s the case, the Rock

! wrestling team would be wise to
feed off Woochuk’s positive dis-
i position as he heads into his
19th year at the helm of the
Salem program.

‘While many coaches would
be downcast after losing 13
starting grapplers to graduation
like Woochuk did last year, he

hief grapplers are building solid future

will be filled out by junior
Ryan Schnettler, junior Sam
Santilli, senior Nick Poole,
sophomore Adam o
Fleischmann (Jay’s younger

. brother), senior Pete Bonneau
and senior John McCue.
Santilli was impressive last
season, racking up over 20
wins. Anchoring the middle”

~ weights along with Phllhps
and Webb will be junior
Konrad Konsitzke, who
exceeded the 30-victory
plateau last year as a sopho-
more, senior Matt Sweda, jun-
ior Marwan Faraj and sentor
Alex Frextag

“Konrad is very solid and
will wrestle at 140 and 145 for
us,” Randolph said. “I want to
get Matt, Marwan and Alex all
in the line-up if possible.”
‘The top-third of the Chiefs’

- line~up will feature junior Alex
Amberg and Chris Haase (160
and 171); senior Pat
McWhirter and sophomore
Keil Price (171); Caram, senior
Chris Petrick and junior Tom
Bonnell (215), and heavy-

Foad

Canton’s Sam Santilli will be one of the Chiefs' top returners in the lighter
weight classifications this season. He compiled over 20 victories last season.

and really turned it around last
yeaI.”

Canton’s most accomplished
grappler is sophomore Corey

squad: Steve Hosey, who wres-

tled at 145, and 215-pound

competitor Dave Kersten.
Among the top returners will

be senior captains Jay Phillips, who finished seventh ~ weights Donnie Laramie and .
Fleischmann (119 pounds), in the state in his weight class - Wardell Fuqua, both sopho-
Ryan Webb (140) and P.J. as a ninth-grader. mores.

Caram (189). Webb finished
eighth at Iast year’s state meet
while Caram racked up over 30
victories and qualified for the
Division 1 regional tourna-~
ment.

“P.J. really struggled his
sophomore year and he was
ready to give the sport up,” said
Randolph. “But he kept at it

In an effort to stress strong
academics among his
wrestlers, Randolph has insti-
tuted a mandabory one-hour
study session prior to each
practice. The academic plan
should turn into another
strorig element in the Chiefs’
up-and-coming construction
project. '

“Corey wrestled naticnally
for Team Michigan this sum-
mer and came within one
point of being named All-
American,” Randolph said.
“His work ethic is phenomenal
and he’s a tenacious competi-
tor. For a young guy, he gets
afterit.”

The team’s lighter weights

 Inexperienced Rocks could shine in 04-05

remains upbeat communities have, But we have of making it to the state meet

and optimistic  alot of good, hard-working kids  this year,” said Woochuk.

that this year who form a cohesive team. 1 Junior Val Gui, senior Kevin -

team’s can think we’re going to have a good Mlynek junior Andrew Ross,

match ~ or season.” senior Jeremy Henderson, sen-

surpass — last The lighter weights will be ior Alex Smith and heavy-

year’s unit’s 12- manned by sophomore Jeremy  weights Steve Kaptur and John

4 dual-meet Stankethz senior Ryan Miller should give the Rocks a
L record. Wallace, sophomore Nick stellar top-of-the-roster line-up.

Stump “We have a Steiger, senior Matt Keffeler “We have a well-rounded
lot of inexperi-  and senior Ryan Stump, who team, but our heavier weights

finished second in the state at
103 pounds as a sophomore.
“We're looking for a nice year
out of Ryan this season,”
Woochuk said.
The middle-weight classes
will be filled out by senior Josh

enced wrestlers, so we're defi-
nitely an unproven team at this
point,” Woochuk said. “And it’s
tough when you don’t have a
middle-school feeder program
like a lot of the surrounding

are probably the strongest part
of the line-up,” Woochuk said.
Woochuk, who is assisted by
Peter Israel, Charlie Hamblin
and Ronnie Thompson, said the
Western Lakes Activities
Association should be very com-

CHRISTMAS

* ENTER THE WORLD OF ERHARD

petitive with Livenia Churchill,
Westland John Glenn, Walled
Lake Western and Wayne
Memorial at the top of the heap.

Anson, junior Cory Mervyn,
senior Scott Fysh, senior Ryan
Plater, senior Ryan Olson, jun-~
jor Jake Bennett and junior Val
Gui.

“Scott Fysh has a good chance  ewright@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 9532108
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offered to pay for your maintenance?
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Plymouth wrestiers Danny Jammout (top) and Taylor Fox work on.pinning com- .-
“binations during Tuesday afternoon's practice. Jammoul is the Wildcats' top -
215-pound grappler white Fox wrestles at 189,

Wildcat grapplers
ook to buildon
last year's success

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

The good news for the
Plymouth High School
wrestling team is that no one
graduated from last year’s
Division 2 district champi-
onship squad.

The bad news for the
Wildcats is that they will be
lacking crucial senior leadership
this year as they are elevated to
Division 1 status.

In the estimation of third-
year coach Sam Amine, the
‘good news overshadows the
bad.

“We have a tough, balanced

- line-up that doesn’t have any

holes,” said Amine, a former
four-time All-State wrestler at
Warren Lincoln High School.
“But at the same time, we're
very young with no seniors. The
kids are in great shape, so our
goal is to get to the regionals
again this year. Some teams will
probably look past us a little bit
because we are so young, but
we're going to be competitive.”

Amine’s squad consists of sev-
eral athletes who competed for
the Wildcats’ soccer and football
teams in the fall, thus they were
in prime shape when practice
began two weeks ago. The for-
mer University of Michigan
wrestler also coordinates a
stringent off-seasen workout
program to help accelerate the
skills of his grapplers, many of
whom never competed in the
sport prior to high school since
there are no middle-school
wrestling programs in the
Plymouth/Canton School
District.

“Wrestling is all about
endurance and attitude, and we
are good in both of those,”
Amine said.

The five lighter weight classes
will be manned by a combina-
tion of sophomore Amir Pakray,
sophomore Sasha Besco (the
lone female on the team), junior
Ben Gibson, sophomore Ben
Kosmalski and captain Steve

FOR TICKETS CALL
734-453-8400

TOM HAWLEY: iSTAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Korpus, who compiled an
1mpress1ve 27-9 record last year. _

“Steve is one of the leaderson - -
this team,” Amine stressed. “He .
worked his butt off during the.
off-season and was one of the = -
most dedicated wrestlers when
it came to our open wresthng

“sessions this past summer.”

Leading the middle weights
are freshman Andrew Tate,
freshmen Andrew Saunders, v
sophomore Ryan Hoeman, jun- ,
ior Ali Youseff (a reglonal quali- +;
fier last season), junior Jon
Hagar (the nephew of rocker - 7
Sammy Hagar), junior Brandon
Garcia, junior Khalil Hakani -
and junior captain Ramin -
Pakray, the older brother of - *-
Amir. -

“Ramin worked really hard in
the off-season and was always in
our wrestling room during the
off-season,” Amine said, “Hes -

-very dedicated.”

The top third in weight class-
es — which could be the team’s ~
strongest area — for the :
Wildcats will be filled by fresh- '«
man Vincent Darofie, junior .
captain Taylor Fox, junior cap- -’
tain Danny Jammoul and
heavyweight Shaun Bailey. Fox
and Bailey both excelled for the *
Plymouth football team.

“Danny Jammoul is very
tough,” Amine asserted. “He '
work¢ so hard, and he gets bet- -
ter the more he wrestles. “Taylor
Fox is probably one of our hard-
est workers as well. He gives
100 percent even when he is
sick” )

Amine is optimistic about his
team’s chances, especially con~ |
sidering the long hours the '
Wildcats have spent in the
wrestling room the past several
months. ;

“I'm looking for a good sea~ |
son, ” he said. “Even though
we’re young, we're not goingto ¢
baby ourselves and use that as
an excuse. There are a lot of
solid teams in our conference,
but I think we can compete.”

ewright®oe homecomm.net | (734) 953-2108

: YOUR PETS

Your pets already think they're the
stars of the family... now let them
: see it in print. Place your pets
: photo on a special page designed
just for them. This page will run in
our papers on December 23,
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