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- Shopping spree ' e told state and coun ials ’
: ! : ty officials .there’s less money to go
; Shop where you live . Cou nty sb Udget woes could hU the five-year program, whichis - around.”
and you coutd win a ‘ ' ' in its second year, could be ter- Yagiela said the nearly $13
$250 Holiday Shopping ‘ BY TONY BRUSCATO minated. Wayne County million geperated annually by
| " STAFF WRITER Executive Robert Ficano, in the CMO program is about 80
Spreel o "Canton Township this week, percent of Growth Works’ rev-
FOR DETAILS, SEE C8. Growth Works, with youth said county officials have met enue. i ,
assistance and drug programs with the judge. . - *“Care management, by far, is
to help troubled teensin “She had someé concerns were we spend the most money
i Plymouth and Canton, could about the psychiatric assess- and has the most resources,’
¥ lose nearly 80 percent of its ment in the program, that it said Yagiela.
f - ‘ funding because of Wayne wasn’t adequate,” said Ficano. “I The program employs
County’s budget problems, think we've reassured her that about 60 case workers to
' Executive Director Dale is not the case. serve 300 youths. “I may
Yagiela said Growth Works will “I don’t anticipate the status have to stop serving kids in
most likely have to pull out of a of the program changing,” he the first part of next year
public-~private partnership said. “Is it going-to be done with  because it’s bankrupting the
designed to rehabilitate teens less money? Yes. Like every- organization,” he said. -
convicted of felony crimes in thing else in government in
Waytnie County because of cits ~ improve ¢ these lean economic times, toruscato@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

Sweet dream
Young ballerinas on foes
for ead Nutcracker role,

U SECTION

the kinks
‘Physical therapy clinic

offers one-on-one rehab

BY KURT KUBAN ) ) B
ST.FUWPITER o i

Cheer Club

The holiday season is
here and so is the
Plymouth-Canton
Observer Cheer Club.

: Please join us by bring-
ing donations of new toys
© *  and canned or boxed
food to our office at 794
S. Main in Plymouth, dur-
ing business hours, 8:30
“a.m, to 5:30 p.m..
Monday-Friday.

The items will be col-
lected until Friday, Dec.
10, when we'll turn them
ovei to the good folks at

the Piymcuth Salvation
Army. The\

Greg Barterian knows how an injury can
sidetrack a persons life.

Whethar it be a senior citizen suffering from
chronic back pain or a young athlete that has
sustained a serious sports injury, Barterian has
seen how difficult it can be for such people to
lead normal lives, As clinic director of
Physiotherapy Associates in Canton, his goal is
to make sure his patients get specialized reha-
bﬂ*mtm*} treatment. so they can get back to ;

feason is the clinic offers perscnah/ ed service,
meaning patients come in for about an hour
and work exclusively with one therapist, rather ;
than rotate with several, which he says happens #
ata lot of other clinics in the area.
“The most important advantage is our

. pa’tients are seen by a licensed therapist one-

on-one, said Barterian, who lives in Plymouth

Bel! ew'e.

When vou bring your
donations to the office,
we'll ask you to [eave
your name and home-
fown, so we can recog-
nize your generosity in
the paper. Of course,

]
{
H

you're perfectly able to BY KURT KUBAN ¢ said Boley, who - | .Township. “Our goal is to’see eight to 10 people
remain anonymous if you STAFF WRITER a day per therapist. I've worked for places.
prefer. wiship officials, where theraplsts see that many people in an

For more information,
give us a call at (734)
459-2700. Happy holi-
days, and please keep
our Cheer Club in mind!

Classic fairy tale

Rodgers and
Hammerstein's

The Rouge River isn’t a very
imposing stream as it weaves through
all the new development that has
transformed Cherry Hill Village from
a sleepy little farm town to a thriving,
modern community that is starting to
bulge at the seams.

In some places along Cherry Hill
Road, the river looks like a ditch

er Biltmore,

d most of Cherty
yonsible for the
ge. They cut

1 Road last year.
‘ Bob Belair said

Cinderella comes to the holding water, which a person could e they can do,
Village Theater at jump over with little problem, per received the
Cherry Hill the weekend Despite its diminutive size, however, vork from Wayne

of Dec. 2. The presenta-
tion from the Canton
Youth Theater is geared
for audiences of all ages.
For more information,
calt the thaater hoy
office at (734) 394~
5460.

a group of local environmentalists are
seething about a recent project that
has decimated habitat along the
stream, where it runs just south of a
planned subdivision set to be buik
north of Cherry Hill and west of
Ridge roads.

A group of eight volunteers from

BY JACK GLADDEN Canton, primarily in the weg

STAFF WRITER

: “Based on present and t read- to play in
Canton trustees said OK on Tuesday to ment, the adoption of an o} nan n that metropolitan
the first reading of an ordinance that would - hibit the discharge of fireas Detroit
in effect ban any hunting that is presently and recommended,’ Santo; 10 has ’
occurring in the township, board. ' i . '
But the proposal drew some discussions Adoption of the ordinan o
from board members, who asked Public ~ the state Department of § B ¥
Safety Director John Santomauro to take which has the power to prq v lN DEX ) .
another look at it before it comes back fora ~ Santomauro said the to dhavea Apartments D4 Obituaries = C5
second reading. the DNR on at least two oc : Classified Index ~ D2 Observer Life cr
The amended ordinance would make it the issue of hunting in Canitg at are Crossword Puzzle BS. New Homes 10
illegal to discharge a firearm within the occasions, he said, the DN : For The Record A4  Real Estate B
township except at an approved range. to close or restrict any ared - Health C8  Service Guide E6 ES—"
E BAN, A6 - Jobs —

Hunting is still allowed in a few areas in

the township.

The DNR’s philosophy, hé'said, i

es to protect

PLEASE SEE CLINIC, A3

o BILL BRESLER | SIAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Physiotherapy Associates theramst Paut Parlesnme
offers patient Anne Wampler. qundance-a rehabclltat

_ing her Iower back

Coming ,Thilrsaa

Two productions of |§
‘A Christmas Carof'
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PHOTOS WITH SANTA Craft Fair on Dec. 4. More than  anniversary fell on the day after Professional Association.
, 75 crafters will be selling their Thanksgiving, the restaurant did- “Logos Communications has-
The big man in thered suit ~ wares. Refreshments and a n't plan any special celebration. just celebrated its fifth year in
will be visiting RE/MAX bake sale will also be highlights. ~ Several months ago, the business and I fell it’s highly

Crossroads on Saturday, Dec.
4, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
and will be available for photo-
graphs. Refreshments will also
be served.

. The office is located at 7277
N. Lilley Road, at the corner of
Warren Road.

NUTCRACKER BALLET

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra joins with the
Plymouth-Canton Ballet
Company for its traditional
presentation of Tchaikovsky's
Nutcracker Ballet.

Performances are scheduled
for 11 am. and 4:30 p.m.

.Saturday, Dec. 4, and 2 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 5, at Salem High
School auditorium. Admission is
$20 for adults, $10 for children.

The Sugar Plum Tea follows
the 11 a.m, Saturday perform-
ance and the 2 p.m. Sunday
performance. Tickets for the
tea are $5.

For tickets, season subscrip-
tions or more information, call
the symphony office at (734)
4«51-2112

CRAFT FAIR

Tri-City Christian in Canton
will hold its annual Holiday

Tri-City is located at 3855
Sheldon, just north of
Michigan Ave. There is a $1
admission. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 397-0819.

USED SPORTING GOODS

Canton Leisure Services will
sponsor its annual used sports
equipment sale on Dec. 4 at the
Canton Softball Center’s
Diamonds restaurant. The pubhc
is invited to bring in gently used
equipment and sell it. Employees
staff the sale, so there is no need
to be present at the sale.

If you wish to sell items, bring
them in on Dec. 3 from 4 p.m. to
7 p-m. to be priced and tagged for
the sale. You set the price. Canton
Leisure Services will keep 15 per-
cent of the profits from all items
sold during the sale.

The sale will run from 9 a.m.
to 1p.m.

For more information, call
(734) 394-5460.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Bob Evans Restaurant on
Ford Road in Canton celebrat-
ed its 25th anniversary at that

* location on Friday, Nov. 26.

Arnece Johnson, a manager at
the restaurant, said since the
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More than a Thank You

Honoring your wedding guests by making a
donation to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
in their name is a remarkable, unique way to
celebrate the beginning of your lives together. -
Choose from one of three different favor designs
for your guests to tell them about your special gift.

For more information, or to order your favors,
call 1-800-381-1669 or visit
www.stjude.org/weddings.

St. Iudc hildren's
It arch Hospital

:7(@]'/ 's Cabe @ecom./z}zy School
: 7auy£/ @ Wilton Master Cabe Decorator... Lort _7faju i
Production Cabe @ecoraliny:

Holiday Candy Making:

myzc OHyOlII’

complimentary 9 round-

12-04-04....§25.00
%/;de gcm \7&7{1}@1‘5
12-10.08.. $30.00

]/bl}bfay Feing Howers:
12-1 ]7 04...830.00

12-11-04...§25.00

]ﬁfw’ay Jeing Flowers:
12-14-04...830.00

“]ﬁﬁ) u create the
Cyéyzs/mas table”

%&é‘(li ﬁowéou can receive a

[n.slmas Cate! v

-. OE0B277809

company opened another Bob
Evans in town on Michigan
Avenue.

_ POINSETTIAS AND WREATHS

- The Canton Historical Society
has extended its deadline and is
still taking orders for its second
annual holiday poinsettia and
wreath sale. Poinsettias come in
four colors - red, pink, white, or
tri-color - and range in price
from $5 to $26.

The group is also selling 10-
inch birdseed wreaths for $14,
and pine wreaths for $20, or
$25 with a custom-tied bow.

The new deadline to make
orders is Dec. 1. Orders will be
available for pick-up on
Saturday, Dec. 4, from noon to
4 p.m. at Cherry Hill School,
which is located at the corner of
Ridge and Cherry Hill Roads.

The Historical Society can
be reached at (734) 453-9266.

NASA CERTIFIED

Canton’s David Ishiyama has
successfully participated in the
2004 NASA Spaceflight and
Life Sciences Training Program
(SLSTP) at Kennedy Space
Center in Florida. The SLSTP
is a highly competitive program
for college undergraduates
studying life sciences, physical
sciences, mathematics, engi-
neering, or computer science.

Ishiyama, a junior at the
University of Mlchlgan Ann
Arbor, is majoring in biology
and anthropology/zoology. The
son of Canton residents John
Ishiyama and Shelley Beres,
David has also received univer-
sity honors at U-M.

SLEIGH BELLS

The Canton Concert Band
will present its holiday concert,
A Sleigh-Ride Celebration, on
Saturday, Dec. 11, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill, located at 50400
Cherry Hill Road. The band
will be playing an evening of
classic holiday favorites.

Tickets for the event are $8,
and are available at the
Summit, located at 46000
Summit Parkway.

For more information, call
(734) 394-5460, or go online
to www.cantonband.com.

SCHOLARSHIP FURD

The Lee and Noel Bittinger
Team at RE/MAX is offering
three scholarships, each in the
amount of $1,000, for local
high school seniors that are
planning to attend a college or

Robotics champs

Members of the East Middle School Rockets rohot%cs team proudiy dIS'
play the third-place trophy they recently earned in the First Lego
League (FLL) competition held across the border in Windsor. The effort
earned the team the right to compete against 76 other feams in the
Michigan FLL Tournament to be help in Novi on Dec. 11. Teams must
research and make reports on the topic of robotics, and are judged in
five areas, including teamwork and robot performance, The team con-
sists of (front row, from left) Mary Elizabeth Winther, Jordon Birman,
and Taylor Birman. Back row (from left) are Alex Bergmans, Audrey

Wilson and Christopher Wilson.

university in the fall of 2005,

To apply for the scholarship,
entrants must submit a shoit
essay (not to exceed three
pages, double-spaced with a 12
pt. font) that address the fol-
lowing question: Describe how
someone in your life has influ-
enced you in a positive way
and changed your life?

All submissions must
include name, address and
phone number of entrant, high
school they attend, and college
or university they plan to -
attend in the fall. All submis-
sions must be received by Dec.
31, 2004, They should be sent
to The Bittinger Team, 43435
Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187.

“The Plymouth/Canton
community has supported us
for over 20 years, The Bittinger
Team Scholarship is just one of
the wavs thal we can say thank

[ESTEa Lol

This s ourway of pun ig the
way for a stronger, happier
future for the next generation.”

For more information, con-

tact the team at (734) 459-
1010, or email Bittinger at
noelbittinger @ remax.net.

_‘( (S R RS [R5

SENIOR HOLIDAY PARTY

The Plymouth AM Rotary
Club will hold its annual senior
Christmas party on Sunday,
Dec. 12, at the Plymouth
Cultura] Center, located at 525
Farmer in Plymouth

The evening will include din-
ner and entertainment by The
Sure Foundation from Ontario,
Canada. The East Middle School
8th grade chorus and harpist
Nadia Marks will also perform.

Tickets for the event are
available through Dec. 7. They
are only 200 tickets available
and will be sold on a first-
come, first-serve basis.

To obtain tickets, which are
free of charge, contact the

Tonquish Creek Marior office

at (734) 455-3670.
BEST PRACTICES CERTIFIED

Losgos wstiinucalions, e
of Canton recently became
Best Practices Certified
through the Management
Impact Institute (MII), an
education and certification
program created by the
Michigan Business and

Greenhills School

" register or for more informa-

important to continuotisly work
on improving and updating one’s
skills,” said Sue Voyles, premdent
of Logos Communications; -
“There’s always new and innova- .
tive ways to improve and -
enhanceyour business.”

The company provides wnt- :
ing, public relations, maxketmg
and event support to large cor-
porations and small businesses.

PLAYERS' PRODUCTION.

The Plymouth Uptown
Players at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council pres- -
ent The Trial of Goldilocks, a
one-act fairy tale fantasy in
verse by Joseph Robinette.

Performances are at 7 p.m.
Dec. 3, 2 and 7 p.m. Dec. 4 and
2 p.m. Dec. 5 at the Plymouth -

I Community Arts Council, 774

N. Sheldon, Plymouth.

Tickets, priced at $5, are
available by calling (734) 416-
4278.

JEWELRY FESTIVAL

Native West in downtown
Plymouth celebrates its 15th-
annual “Holiday Jewelry
Festival,” feattiring a selection '
of Native American jewelry
from the southwest, Dec;2-5.

It’s a trunk show of Native
American jewelry offering an
assortment of sterling silver
using turquoise, sparkling opals, *
coral and gold. The show will
also feature a selection of inlay
pieces with hand-cut stones.

. The event runs 5-9 p.m.
Thursday, Déc. 2 (with food -
and refreshments); 10 a.m.-9
p.m. Friday, Dec. 3; 10 a.m.-6
p.m, Saturday, Dec. 4 (with free
carriage rides from noon-4)

5.

Native West is located at
863 W. Ann Arbor Trail. For
more information, call (734) - -
455-8838.

MAKE IT-TAKE IT PARTY

Kids ages 5 and older can.
make a special gift for holiday -
giving Dec. 11 at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council.

Class is from 10 am-~2 p.m,,

‘so bring a lunch:a read
with create wonderful art and
play some games during this
fun—ﬁll@d day. Participants will
! .(.m the wrapping and

i decorated to take

AL

h.m i

home,
The cost is $40 for PCAC .

members, $45 for non-mem:

bers. Class size is limited. To

tion, call the Arts Council at
('734) 416-4278.

6-12th Grade Information N i.ght

Greenhills
School

850 Greenhills Drive
Ann Arbor, Ml 48105
734-769-4010

admission@gneenhiltsschotsi.org/

www.greenhillsschool.org

| '.“:fﬁaftiéipation Gital high

achievement for all students.

*‘“deuts Lithn ACTOSS Our

more about Greenhills.

You are‘in‘vited to_meet Greenhills
patrents and students from Plymouth

and Canton at:

11998 Fox Ridge Drive
Plymouth, Michigan 48170

Tuesday, November 30, 7:00 pm

Inquire now. Financial aid avaiiable Greenmus
School admits students of any rade, color, or national
and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs,
and activities generally accorded or made availabie to

studems at the school,

and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
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| English class
gets together for
traditional meal

. BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Whether it was to eat — for
some, the first time — a tradi-
tional turkey dinner with all
the trimmings, or just a chance
to socialize with friends, nearly
two dozen students from the
English as a Second Language
class at Starkweather Center in
Plymouth gathered to cele-
brate Thanksgiving at the
Sweet Afton Tea Room on
Forest Street Wednesday.

The intermediate class is
made up mostly of women —
from Japan, Chind, Albania,
Poland and several other coun-
tries — who are trying to break
the language barrier by learn-
ing English,

Marilyn Collins, who teaches
the group, says the outing is
one of many to help her stu-
dents become more comfort-
able with venturing outside
their homes.-

“It’s good for them to get
out on their own,” said
Collins, “The women will go
out with their husbands,
many of whom speak English
better than their wives
because they were transferred
to work in the area, but not
venture out alone.

“And, for a lot of them, they
go out in the group for social
reasons,” she said. “They don't
know anybody, and they make
friends in class and have a con-
nection. Learning the lan-
guage, our customs, even driv-
ing, is an issue for a lot of
them.”

Agnes Matak, 30, is a new-
comer to Plymouth, moving
from Poland with her husband,
a construction worker, just a
couple of years ago.

“Last year, my husband and I

Gathering to gi

o

ve thanks

Students in Marilyn Colfins’ English as a Second Language class got together at the Sweet Afton Tea Room for a tradi-

tional thanksgiving meal Wednesday, for some of them the first such meat.

cooked stuffed turkey,” said
Matak. “It was the first time I
had stuffed turkey, because we
don’t have that in Poland.”

But, eating turkey and dress-
ing with all the trimmings —
including mashed potatoes,
gravy, sweet potato casserole,
buttered corn and homemade
pumpkin pie — was a real
treat.

“It was really delicious and
fun,” she said. “I don’t have the
recipe to do everything. I really
enjoyed it.”

Matak started taking the
community education English -
class in January 2003 at
Starkweather.

“Ilearned in Poland, but I
never practiced,” said Matak,
who has an unmistakable
Polish accent. “I was afraid
because people didn’t under-
stand me because of my
accent,

Take the gift.

“In class, we speak slower
and the teacher speaks slower,”
she said. “We can learn English
more than on TV or in a movie.
They speak fast and use a lot of
slang. I feel more comfortable
(now)” ‘

Entela Turaku, 33, has been
in the United States for six
years, and learning English at
Starkweather for three.

“In Albania, I studied
Russian, and then for four
years I lived in Greece and
learned to speak Greek,” said
Turaku, who lives in
Westland. “Now, I try to learn
English. I can read. It’s hard to
write. I make mistake when I
write.”

Barbara Sabatini, who also
teaches the class, got the idea
of going to the Sweet Afton Tea
Room because her son works
at the restaurant part-time.
She just wanted to take the

Open a Flagstar Fantasy Gift CD and enjoy the

benefits of your investment today.

Fantasy CD Gifts*

« Microsoft Xbox® -
* Sony Playstation®2

« Oreck XL @ Air Purifier

+ Ultimate Golf Makeover Package
« Ultimate Somerset Collection Shopping Spree
» Viking® 53" Outdoor Gas Grill

students out to eat, with a
sampling Thanksgiving fare
from the menu.

“But, Scott (owner, Scott
Rye) said ‘Why don’t I cook the
whole dinner for you?”
Sabatini said. “So, this is an
extra special treat for us.

“Most of the students don’t
eat in restaurants like this,” she
said. “The people at my table
commented about the linen
tablecloths. They don’t get that
very often” ,

Despite the requirement stu-
dents speak English, they
sometimes speak in their
native language to friends, and
try to teach each other their
native tongues.

“I catch them, now and
then,” said Collins, with a
chuckle, “And, I reprimand
them.”

thruscate@oehomecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

CLINIC

FROM PAGE Al

hour. We can still make a profit
without working on 30 people
aday” ,

Physiotherapy is one of 18
Michigan clinics operated by
the Stryker Corporation, which
developed the one-on-one
practice to maximize recovery
time..As a result, all employees
are licensed therapists, not
lesser-trained technicians.

In addition, Barterian guar-
antees patients will get imme-
diate attention at
Physiotherapy: He says patients
can get an appointment within
48 hours of calling the clinic,
while it takes considerably
longer at other clinics.

“Some clinics can’t see peo-
ple for 30 days. By that time,
the patients are either better or
much worse off, which makes it

-that much harder to treat

them,” Barterian said.

The majority of the clinic’s
patients are there for neck and
back injuries. But Barterian
said he sees plenty of athletes
with sports-related injuries, as
well as seniors with geriatric
ailments. . -

Marie Promo, of Westland,
has been visiting the clinic
twice a week for more thana
month, becatise of chronic foot
problems. She's been to other
clinics for physical therapy, but.
says she has noticed a differ- |
ence at Physiotherapy.

“I'm getting more personal
attention here. I always know I
have 4 captive audience,” she
said. “I always feel better when
Ileave” o

"The clinic is Medicare-certi-
fied, and accepts most major
insurance plans. For more
information contact ’
Physiotherapy Associates at
(734) 541-9878.

kkuban@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Physiotherapy director Gregory Barterian opened the clinic on Joy Road in
May, 2003.
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AT nersections set for improveme
A .
Alice Aldrich, 88, died Nov. 22. BY JACK GLADDEN
B STAFF WRITER
Carl Herman Berke, 53, of Pinckney, ,
died Nov. 21. Canton trustees on Tuesday
Mary M. Bixter, of Westland, died approved the first package of

Nov. 19,
Louls A. Borenitsch, 81, of Manistee,
formerly of Rochester Hilts, died

intersection improvement proj-
ects under a plan that reduced
the fire and police millage rates,

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric

Nov. 23. Newspapers. while increasing the charter

c Complete paid obituaries canbe millage to pay for the road work.
Eugene D. Cotter, 80, died Nov. 22. found inside today's Communify Life Intersections tentatively

¢ in Passages onpage C5. scheduled for improvements
Betsy Moran Garthwaite, 41, died . next year are Cherry Hill at
Nov. 24. died Nov. 22. Sheldon, Warren at Beck, and
Barbara Jean Gustafson (nee M Saltz at Sheldon.

Linda Anr Mendenhatl, 59, of
Farmington, died Nov. 18.
Joan W. Holden, 71, of Clarkston, w

Wayne County has offered to
provide design and construc-
tion services at cost for the

Roiibie), 63, died Nov. 19,
H

died Nov. 22 Liltian Marie Wilcox Whims, 92, of 2005 program.
Adrian L. Holcombe, 73, of Coral Springs, Fla., formerly of The extra revenue generated
Clarkston, died Nov. 23. Grosse Pointe and Troy, died Nov. by the shift in millages is esti-

J ' 22.
- Carolyn Louise Johnson, 81, of Luella M. Winning, 70, of Westland,

mated to generate additional
revenue to the tune of about

Dearborn, formerly of Birmingham, died Nov. 23. $1.1 million a year to be ear-
marked exclusively for road and
| intersection improvements.
H H i The projects approved
F.I nd your favorite Tuesdalj)l aje estirlr)lg,ted 1o cost
recipes each Thursday $1.125 million, which includes
: $275,000 to acquire right of
n TaSte way for future projects.

Altogether the township has

@fmm fnows...

HEATHER ROUSSEAU

Judge Michael Gerou (right) swears in the Canton Board of Trustees before Tuesday's regular board meeting. (From
left) Supervisor Thomas Yack, trustee Melissa McLaughlin, Clerk Terry Bennett trustees Todd Caccamo, Todd LaJoy,
Kari Zarbo, and Treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter,

P

5
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targeted 33 intersections for Hill and from Mott to Geddes; - cost for the upcoming winter
improvement to take place over  Joy Road west of Beck; Lilley season is $49,319.
the course of about six years. Road between Michigan and M Gave final site plan approval -3
In other business the board:  Ford; Lotz Road from Michigan - to River’s Edge at Cherry Hill
8l Approved an agreement to Palmer and Palmer to Cherry  Village. The 63-acre project
with Wayne County to provide  Hill; Sheldon Road from south of Cherry Hill and west of
winter maintenance of 16 miles Michigan to Ford; Warren Road Rldge includes 173 units, includ~. -3
of roads within the township. from Beck to one-half mile west  ing 116 estate lots, 27 vﬁ]age lots
Roads which the county of Ridge; and Saltz Road from . and 30 townhouse units. e
would maintain include Denton  Canton Center to Ridge. :

Road from Geddes to Cherry

The townships share of the

jgladden®oe.homecomm.net | (734) 4592700 -

Manufacturers of Fine Jewelry Since 1944
Graduate Gemologist, Donaid E. Bush
509 Ann Arbor Trail ® Between Lilley & Main Streer
Plymouth ¢ 734-453.3030
Poe €700 Wrap ° Ample Pk £

\l Y YA

Get a 15-month
Certificate of
Deposit’

Arbor Rd * Plymouth

11 » www.newlibertybank.com

id Opening Celebration
Dec. 6-10, 2004

. §
3 ;

*Annual Percontage Yield (APY) of 2.30% for our ISacomth (1 is scewrate as of Nov, 24, 20604, Rates available for Centificates of $500 w0 99400,
After C1 bs vpened, zate is fixed for the wem, Substantial penalty for earls withdrawal, Offer gund for o Hmited time only. Please call for current rates,

=)

e Member FDIC

OEQ8278062

Now Open.

Say good-bye o stressfl meny planning,
grocery shopping, foud preparation and
kitchen clean-up...

Erom Cur Kitchen t0 Yours

REPTETS

RSN SRS
A NN RS0

A retlrement community
so wonderful, the rest of your family |

Wl_ll Want to move n. - E

e @

-
5
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With Prices Like These You Can’t Afford NOT to Move in!

Independent Living Enhanced Living

Starting at only $59.00 per day!

* Spacious private apartments utilities included

Starting at only $89.00 per day!

* Spacious private apartments utilities included .
¢ 24 hour staffing * 24 hour staffing '
* All meals included

* Housekeeping & complete laundry service

° Chef prepared dinners
* Housekeeping & flat linen laundry service

* Medication reminders

Independence
illage s

You Just Know You're at the Right Place.
14707 Northville Road Plymouth, MI 48170 « (800) 803-5811

www.seniorvillages.com
Professionally managed by Senior Village Management

Plym outh
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OPPORTUNTY
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: @ THE LIBRARY Ex-county hospital employees gather for reumon
DID YOU KNOW? New Children’s CD’s New Videos and DVD’s v
v B Bean Bag Rock & Roll - B Baadasssss! BY DARRELL CLEM 1962, and it was a trauma hos-  General Luther L. 'I‘erry partlc1
The library’s Internet Branch ~ Georgiana Stewart W EIf STAFF WRITER pital,” Westland historian Jo ipating. The six-story facility
at www.cantonpl.org has tools W Caillou's Favorite Songs B Japanese Story Johnson said. “It had the first - had 350,000 square feetof -
to simplify your vacation trav- B The Family Car Songbook B Shrek 2 Twenty years after the kldéll;ey dza,lyshs 1;1mt in d k1d spac<fa1, and attached to it w?s a.
el. Find links to weather, traf- ~ CD : , ' : , Wayne County General Michigan, and the second kid- = two-floor, 28,000-square-foot |: -
fic, airline schedules and more. B House Party - Dan Zanes  HOT TOPIC OF THE WEEK Hospital closed in Westland, ~ ney transplant in Mlchlgan ‘ health center and a smaller ..

Learn to take great holiday
pictures on Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. -
Spend an evening at the library
discovering photography tips
and tricks from the experts at
Adray Camera Shop. Call the
library at (734) 397-0999 to
register.

WEB WATCH

W www.rhymezone.com -
Enter a word and find its
rhymes, synonyms and defini-
tions,

B www.millsberry.com - Lots
of fun games and activities for
kids can be found in the virtual
town of Millsberry.

B www.harrietbeecherstowe-
center.org ~ Learn about the
life and work of Harriet
Beecher Stowe who is best
known for her book, Uncle
Tom's Cabin.

NEW MATERIALS LIST

New Adult Fiction Books

B The Death of Mr. Love -
Indra Sinha ,

B Redemption - Gary
Smalley & Karen Kingsbury

B The Talisman - Sir Walter
Scott

B What You've Been Missing
- Janet Desaulniers

New Adult Non-Fiction Books

B 101 Things to Do with a
Potato ~ Stephanie Ashcraft

E Frommer's Bahamas 2005
- Darwin Porter & Danforth
Prince

E Modigliani: Beyond the
Myth - Mason Klein

M Voices of 1776 - Richard
Wheeler

New Children’s Fiction
Books

B Anne of Green Gables -
L.M. Montgomery

® Defending Irene - Kristin
Wolden Nitz

B Peter Pan and Wendy -
J.M. Barrie

B The Teacher’s Funeral: A
Comedy in Three Parts -
Richard Peck

New Children’s Non-Fiction
Books

® Advertising - Bess Milton

ﬁ Fast- 4tt'zc] Q’z,l‘

2] 'hmk Think. Thi
e umng Abhout }
Pamela Hill

B Suriname - Colleen
Madonna Flood Williams

New Children’s Picture Books

B Hissss! - Mick Inkpen

B Shark -Mad Stanley - Griff

B What's The Hurry, Furry -
Carol Goodwin

B Dora's Chilly Day - Kiki
Thorpe

e Hroan
LR PF AN S B

(THINKING_ABOUT )

Friday, December 31 |
800 pmtoz200am |

$100 per couple includes:
*Reserved seating

*Showcase buffet dinner
and sweet table

*Premium bar package

Live entertainment
by Channel 6

" sFestive hats, balloons
and noisemakers

*Champagne toast and
pizza snack ar midnight

Purchase tickets Mon-Sat
10:00 3M O 5:00 pPM
Cash and money orders welcome ‘

i

; » (checks until Dec. i5) i
i Must be 21 and over fo atrend
i
|

' Roma 3 Banquets
i MEMB‘ER OF THE BURTON MANOR FAMILY

32550 Cherry Hill Road, Garden City
i 734/422-4550

PDFOE08278310

and Friends

New Teen Books

B Green Lantern: Passing
the Torch - Judd Winick

B Portrait of Lies - Dandi
Daley Mackall

NewCD’s

B All Time Greatest Hlts -
Loretta Lynn

B Miracle - Celine Dlon

B Pressure Chief - Cake

B Maggot Brain - Funkadelic

During your next visit to the
library peek in the front win-
dows - the café is almost done!

. @The Library is compiled by Christie

Ekern, marketing and communications
manager. The Canton Public Library is
located at 1200 S, Canton Center. For
more information about library pro-*
grams and services, call (734) 397-
0999 or visit www.cantonpl.org.

former employees are being
invited to a holiday reunion.

- The hospital, on Merriman
Road north of Michigan
Avenue, will stir memories as.
former workers meet at 5:30
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7, in a pri-
vate room reserved at the
Golden Corral buffet on
Warren Road, east of
Newburgh, in Westland.

“The hospital was opened in

&

was performed there.”

The hospital, recognizable by
its pale turquoise color, also
was used as.a teaching facility
by the University of Michigan
and Wayne State Umversrcy,
Johnson said.

According to historical docu-
ments found online, formal

ceremonies opening the hospi- -

tal occurred in February, 1962,
with then-U.S. Surgeon

laundry wing.
The total cost of the com- "
plex: $15 million. . ’
Although the county operat~ ¢
ed the hospital, it was later
owned by Oakwood’s health
care system. Ultimately, the
facility was closed in 1984 and -
demolished several years ago. -
For more information about ,
the retnion, call historian Patricia -
Ibbotson at (313) 561-0177. '

incredible
value
NEVER ON SALE FOR LESS

HOLIDAY STORE HOURS: SHOP SUNDAY 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM & MONDAY 10:00 AM TO 9:00 PM

STARTS TODAY!

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE* sockey

CLASSICS underwear. Reg, 17.00-24.00.
N MEN'S. *FREE ITEN MUST BE OF EQUAL OR LESSER
VALUE.

998 YOUR CHOIGE of flannel pants,
camisoles or knit tees in assorted colors
and prints. Orig. 18.00-20.00. n aminare
APPAREL.

1999 RELATIVITY SWEATERS in
assorted styles and colors, Qrig. 40.00.
IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR.

27.99 bress suirTs AND NECK-
WEAR from Preswick & Moore. Dress
shirts. Orig. 50.00. Neckwear. Qrig. 42.50.
IN MENS.

incredible
value
HEVER ON SALE FOR LESS

5999 CASHIMERE, SULDE AND
LEATHER TRIM JACKETS, Orig. 96.00-
126.00. 1 LADIES COATS,

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE*

i AIR STOCKING spray-on hosiery. Reg.
28.00. m ACCESSORIES. *FIRST GAN MUST BE JEWEL
I SHIMMER SPRAY,

1 799 BOXED JEWELRY includ-
[ ing pins, bracelets, necklaces and
t more. Orig. 24.00. 18 ACCESSORIES.

600

special price. Orig. 12.00, W
COSMETIC
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST,

8999 LADIES' COATS in faux fur and

woo! walker styles. Orig. 175.00-225.00,

INLADIES COATS.

CERAMIC GIFT BOX ata

>, LIMITED QUARTITIES,
GIFTS.

| 24999 AUDIOVOX

PORTABLE DVD PLAYER with 7"
color screen. Orig. 850.60. i

18998 CAMEL HAIR SPORT COATS
from BiH Blass in assorted colors. *
Orig. 400.008. v wevs.

= T

¥ FINEJEWELRY suoppms PASS 7

50% OFF cruuorews

OUTERWEAR from Weatherproof  BOOTS AND SHOES, Orig. 49.00-
and more. Orig. 24.00-160.00,
sale 12.00-80.08. m cHiLDREN'S.

30/ UFF HOLKBAY DRESSES AND
PANT SETS. Orig, 88.00-188.00,
sale 61.60-131.60. m oresses.

FREE FOUR-PIECE HOLIDAY DESSERT
SET with any two-piece fragrance purchase. |
IN WOMEN'S FRAGRANCES.

A0-50% OFF (aoees

179.00, sale 24 .50-107.40.
IN WOMEN'S SHOES.

of choice — the Parisian Gift Card!

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

PAR

AN

AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE
STORE FOR 5. [JB AND UP

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST.American ExXpress not accepted with phone orders,
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laure! Park Place (734) 853-7500 open Sun. 11-7, Mon.-Wed. 1C-9, Thurs.-Fri. 9-10, Sat. 8-10. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard,
Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN
LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. Percentages off regular prices or original prices, as shown. Actual savings may sxceed stated percentage off. “Regular” and *Qriginal" prices refiect offering prices
which may not have resuited in actual sales. Merchandise selection may vary from one store to another.

OE08278366 .
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B person’s lifestyle.

b Dr. Tammy Gephart is 4 specialist -
¥ in the prevention, care and cure of
® foot and ankle problems, offering
i both conservative and surgical

8 procedures.for treatment.

oot and ankle problems can’
literally alter, or even ruin, a

As a podiatric surgeon, Dr. Gephart
also has a strong interest in sports  }
injuries and works in general
podiatry, pediatrics, arthotics and
diabetic limb salvage.

For a confidential
consultation, call:
Dr. Tammy Gephart, D.P.M.

ASSOCIATES IN PODIATRY
OF MICHIGAN ’
- 734-414-0874

1990 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Suite 200
' Plymouth, MI 48170

www.tammygephartpm.com

ROUGE

FROM PAGE Al

However, he said Biltmore was
able to supersede the ordi-
nance because of the permxt
from the county.

“We don’t have any jurisdic-
tion in this situation. I don’t
think our ordinhance applies to
a right of way,” Belair said.
“This is a tqugh one to deal
Wit ‘” » -

Despite the ordinanées, -
Sally Petrella.of Friends of
the Rouge said this case
marks another example that
the township hasn’t done _
enough to protect its streams
from the impact of develop-
meht. She said Canton is in

shed, where all the wetlands
and small creeks provide the
clean water that is the
lifeblood of the Rouge River
system. She said what hap-
pens in the headwaters
impacts every community
downstream.

“This by no means is the .
only problem in Canton or in
the county. And it is by no
means the worst site we've
found,” Petrella said.

“We're pretty discouraged.
The headwaters of the Rouge

$7.28 Students & Lato Show Fri & Sat

the headwaters of the water-

| "cAN_*mN -cmEMA

166.25 DAILY Matinees 11t 5pm | £33 No Passes

l!nlimitad Free nrink & 253 com Befi!ls
AL L8 muwm SEATH G
’ SHGWTIMES 11/24 - 12/92
4 TITLES & TIMES SUBJECT TG CHANGE
P O ALEXBHEDER (1) % PRUTS /2 SERERNS

= 311:15, 110, 2:40, 4130, 6:05, 7:50, 0:30
Lol FRUSAT LS 11:08

g BRIDGET JONES: TRE EDGE OF

kgt REASEN (1) 2 prsirs / 2 STRERHS |

12:00, 12:45, 2:15, 3:00, 440, 8115,

{ 7:00, 7:30, 9115, 9:45

s e

Find your favorite
recipes each
Thursday

in Taste

The Italian-American Banquet and Conference Center of Livonia

New Yeat's Eve Celebeation 2005

Dee. 31, 2004-Jan. 1, 2005
7 pm-1:30 am

$85 Per Person * No Ticket Sales ot the Doov

*Hot and Cold Hovs D oéuvres

°Deluxe Bav

A silt fence did fittle to preVent a developer from cutting down the frees and vegetation that used to shade the Lower :
Rouge River where it runs along Cherry Hill Road, west of Ridge. Most of the debris was piled into the river.

are bemg destroyed. If we lose
them, we'll lose the river. We're
doing all kinds of things to

- improve water quality around

the watershed, but it just does-
't matter if we lose the head-
‘waters.” '
According to Petrella, vege-
tation along the stream is vital
to its overall health. It keeps
the water cool, and prevents
soil erosion, which can destroy
habitat within the river. Soil

_ erosion kills aquatic insects,

which fish are dependent
upon. Se it starts a chain-reac-
tion that leads to the overall
decline of a river.
Steve.Chizek, vice president
of Biltmore, said the developer
has had discussions about the

site W'lth Michigan
Department of Environmental
Quality officials, Although the
company is under no obliga-
tion, he said they plan to re-
establish habitat along the
stream, by plantmg trees and
o’cher vegetation.

“Our intention was not to

: destroy the habitat along the

river, but we had to cut down
the trees to get our equip-
ment onto the site to put in
the water main,” he said.
“We're anxious to restore the
site within reasonable
bounds. We need to get some
guidance so we take the nec-
essary steps to re-establish
habitat. Because it is so late
in the year, I don’t foresee

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHE‘

anything happenmg until
next year.” S

According to Boley, the vol-
unteers completed their sam- -
pling of the site, and found no--
caddisflies or mayflies, which -
didn’t surprise her. The species +
are generally considered indi- i
cator species, because they
can’t tolerate changes to water- #;
quality. Although she is skepti- :
cal that nothing will be done to -
help the river, she remains »
hopeful.

“I want to know what is
going to happen. I realize the -~
damage is done, but someone
needs to do something to make-
the situation right,” she said.

i

kkuban®oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700." 1.2 -

BAN

FROM PAGE Al

“I have a neighbor, for exam-
ple, who lives on more than
five acres. If there’s a wood-
chuck in his garden, he’s going
to shoot it.”

She said she was afraid such

situations might make the
ordinance as proposed unen-
forceable.

“If we're going to ban all

firearms and that stuff, then we

ought to enforce it,” she said.
Newly elected Trustee Todd
Caccamo, taking part in his
first board meeting, said he
agreed with the premise of the
ordinance but was concerned

7

isl%“p presents A PLRAR s

HE INCREDIBLES

Prize PAckaGE
BriNG IN THIS ADTO CANTON CINEMA

AND RECEIVE .

about some of the wording, : »
“I understand that Canton is!
changing its landscape and -« .
obviously hunting may not be -~
appropriate for the township,” . &
he said. “Butlet’ssay I havea -+
large parcel ofland and my /-
boys want to play paintball on "
private property. Under the .
proposed language of this ordi-
nance you can't do that.”
Caccamo said he was con- r&
cerned with the language that
defines a firearm as “any
weapon or devmf* from whm’

ot not pel]e’t or
other mass by means of explo-
sives, compressed air or gas, or.‘!
by any means of springs, levers'«
or other mechanicai device” ¢

“Anytlme weTe limiting !
someone’s freedom, we have to..™
look at it with almost a para~ it
noid mindset,” he said. ™ i

The proposed amendment to
the township’s firearms ordi- ¢
nance will be publishedon -
Dec. 2, with a second reading i
scheduled for Dec. 14.

o Champagne at Midnight
m?m!e?i?fsﬁﬁg s':;:::ldm gmtnsg c?ag . Red Wine served Duving Dinner,

jgladden@oe.hemecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 -

Linguine with Meat Sauce xpress &C P
Individ am",ﬂmﬁ“,!?,gt Wignon ! E' ::te ;i ht“B"u;!’ee:lno ‘ ' '
ividu let Migno ; onE FECKET AND GET 1
chicken Saitimboeca 9 (suv ove Nl okt avp aer a :

2ND TICKET FREE)

Anna Polatees with Reygiano Cheese Sauce  Live Entertainment by Atlantis
Rapini Sautéed in Oil and Garlic Complimentavy Valet Pavking

mmﬁ.an;::su?:fmm $85.00 per person

Tickets Available M-F 9 am-5 pm
Coll 734-953-9724 for move mfot'muﬂon-

Tuop & Tanron € CINtbss Nty

. . .
h VaLio ros rzx ruR arfﬁw . ONE Stwh SOR OHE: FRIXE PAUKAGE 228 a5, NO qomzs,
N : RSNl

SRR

Must be 21 or oider. Ticket deadline December 27 For mk,}
Located at 39208 Five Mile Road, Livonia information
Between Newnurgh & Havgerty Roads ‘ please call .

Aneveryday

U |
Southfield | N

Decembher2  6-7:30 p.m.

%@w Key Pramier E%;%@wag Mia ket
E Easy access to your funds

NO APPLICATION FEES

' Br’ing your resdme and unofficial transcriﬁt
for an on-the-spot credential review

» Avallable for personal and small business accounts |

TERAIIEBRRTR

R AP

[

é Automaticaiiy eligible for our best fuli-featured checking package

Flexible evening and weekend
classes in Architecture and Design,
Arts and Sciences, Engineering, and

- Management. Visit www:ltu.edu for
a complete list of majors. ‘

p\\N REN

IEI:IINMHIHL
UNIVERS!TY@

The Future in the Making

21000 West Ten Mife Road
Southfield, M 48075-1058
800.CALL.LTU, ext. 1
admissions@itu.edu » www.ltu.edu

Open a Key Premier Monsy Markst '
Savings Account today. U ) ;

- Btop by any Kay@anies;
caié 1-888- KEY~‘§234 or visit Kay o

Achieve anjything.

Al annual percentage yle!ds (APY) are accurate as of 11/1 4/04 and are sub;ect to change without notice. All interest rates and APYs :
for ali balance tiers are variable and may change at any time after the account is opened APYs for Personal accounts are as follows: {
$.01-$2,499.99, APY is 0.10%; $2,500.00-$9,999.99, APY is 0.10%; $10,000.00-$24,999.99, APY is 0.10%; $25,000.00-$49,999.99, | !
APY is 2.10%; $50 000.00-$99,999.99, APY-is'2.20%:; $100,000.00, APY is 2.30%-APYs for Small Business accounts are as follows: i
$.01-$24,999.99, APY is 0.10%; $25,000,00-§49,999.99, APY is 2.10%; $50,000.00-599,999.99, APY is 2.20%: $100,000.00- | ;
$249, 999.99, APY is 2. 30%; $250, 000, .00-3499, 999.99, APY is 2,30%: $500,000.00-§999,999.99, APY is 2.30%; $1,000,000.00-+, i
APY is 2.30%. Requires minimum opening deposit of $25,000.00 from funds not currently on deposit with KeyBank Fees may reduce b

1

Explore gver 50 wnidlergraduate, masters, and doctoral programs
offered at Lawrencs Tech's Southfield campus. Selgcted
programs also offered in Clinton Township, Plymouth, Warren,
the Downriver area, Traverse Cily, and Peloskey.

the earnings on this account. Balances are FDIC insured up to the maximum allowable limit. Public funds are not eligible W:or tbis ?:f’;?é
ember

PDFOEOS277876

Key comisa federaily regsstered service mark of KeyCorp ©2004 KeyBank
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Hockey group lobbies

fzorf low

By mgzu. cum
STAFF WRITER

A simmering controversy
over arate hike at Westland’
ice arena will resurface
Monday during a joint session:
of city leaders and local hockey
officials.

A $20-an-hour increase’ that
boosted ice arena rates to $160
has drawn a chilly response -

Agsociation, which also
mginbers from Garden {
L;goma, Redford Can

fciald due to a rate
t he said has caused his
organization to lose members.

On Wednesday, Simonian
said the association has about
250 members - down from
some 300 hockey players last
year.

In October, Simonian threat-
ened to campaign against
elected officials during next
year’s election unless they
reduce rates at the Mike
Modano Ice Arena, named
after the Westland native who
plays for the Dallas Stars.

His concerns prompied the
Westland City Council to call a
special session for 5:30 p.m.
Monday at City Hall to discuss
the issue with hockey associa-
tion officials.

“We would hope that we
could get a slight reduction in
the rates,” Simonian said. “I
think the big thing is that the
increase didn’t result in any
major improvements at the ice
rink. They've just kind of been
going along over there.”

Councilman William Wild,
who spearheaded Monday's
session, has, along with some
of his colleagues, defended the
rate increases. Early last week,
Wild said the arena has lost
$375,000 in the last two years,
alone.

Alcohol stinq nets pair

BY JATK Gd.A[JrK')E’L

The Canton Police
Pepartment’s Special
Enforcement Unit conducted
an alcohol sales check on
Thursday, Nov. 18. Four busi-
nesses were checked and two of
the businesses sold alcohol
products to a minor.

Businesses checked were
Club Canton, 39651 Michigan
Ave., and Mirage Party Store,
8177 N. Sheldon, both of which

er rental rates

W ld mdlcated that he wants
to hear from hockey officials
how the city could trim ice
‘atena costs enough to warrant
redumng the rates.

! ed if rates could be
he responded, “T'd

ockey assocxatzon spends
- $25,000 a month to-use the

.city’s'ice arena, on Wﬁdwood
soui’h of Hunter.

enrollment, has dropped.”

He conceded that he couldn’t
say with certainty that all
members who dropped out did
so due to rising costs. But he
said he believes the rates are a
factor.

City officials have said they
can’t continue to lose money by
subsidizing the ice arena, par-
ticularly with shrinking general
fund dollars. Councilman
Michael Kehrer has noted that
other facilities, such as the city
golf course, also had rate
increases.

Simonian told the Observer
that he believes the arena could
save money by reducing what it
pays for professional manage-
ment services.

Moreover, he suggested that
a proposal be explored that
could hand control of the ice
arena over to the hockey asso-
ciation - similar to the way two
arenas are run in Livonia.

Livonia Hockey Association
teams pay $147 an hour for ice
time - $13 less than what
Westland members pay.

Simonian stopped short of
saying the Westland Hockey
Association would actually
want to run the city’s ice arena.

“There would have to be a lot
of issues worked out with the
city,” he said. “But that is a pos-
sibility that our board (of direc-
tors) has been talking about.”

dclem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110
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The Special Enforcement
Unit has performed tobacco
and alcohol compliance checks
at local businesses for the past
several years. The SEU utilizes
a “zero tolerance” enforcement
strategy when dealing with vio-
lations of tobacco and alcohol
sales to minors. Both business-
es were issued citations.
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! Tiffany Atlas
; ' The New Designs

Rings in eighteen karat white gold from the Tiffany Atlas™
collection, From left: With diamonds, $1,350.
In all white gold, $700. With diamonds, $2,500.

" TIFFANY & CO.

- TROY SOMERSET COLLECTION 248 637-2800
; PLEASE CALL FOR HOLIDAY STORE HOURS
TIFFANY.COM

Find your favorite
recipes each
Thursday in Taste

BY.SUE MASON_
STAFF WRITER

School officials from
throughout Wayne County
will be gathering at Edsel
Ford High School in
Dedrborn Thursday evening
for what organizers hope will

“be the first steps toward

addressmg the education
funding crisis. /

. The meeting will be 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Dec. 2 in the audi-
torium of the high school at
20601 Rotunda Drive. It's
being sponsored by the

 Wayne County Association of

School Boards, Wayne
County Regional Educational
Service Agency, Tri-County
Alliance for Public Education
and the Wayne County
School Superintendents
Association.

“The funding that’s been
set for public schools needs
to be fixed, and no one seems
worried about it but us,” said
Daniel Lessard, Livonia
school board member and
WCASB president. “We're
really trying to rally the

troops and let the legislature
know the system is broken

"and needs to be fixed and

they’re the only-ones who can
fix it.

“We're trying to get the
educational community to
speak with a single voice.”

The meeting mirrors one
held in Oakland County some
six weeks ago. That meeting
attracted about 250 people.
However, George Kordie, a
Garden City school board mem-
ber, is hoping Wayne County’s
version will attract 500.

“We're trying to attract
. people who feel that Proposal
A is working and we chal-
lenge that,” said Kordie.
“Rick Johnson, the Speaker
of the House, on the 10th
anniversary of Proposal A
said that until he and other
legislators hear from parents
and taxpayers, the request for
more revenue from the
school community will fall on
deaf ears.”

WCASB is asking school
board presidents to bring at
least 10 parents as well as
themselves, fellow board
members, administrators and

Farm Fresh Grade A Whole

other.
the méeting. Thers will be”"
light refreshments served at
6 p.m., followed by the meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m.

~ Speakers like Marlene
Davis, superintendent of the
Wayne County Intermediate
School District, and former
Michigan PTA President Sue
Bellows of Garden City will
join Lessard in talking about
school funding, before the
districts’ representatives
break up into groups to
develop their own plans for
getting state lawmakers
attention,

According to Lessard, the
reason for individual game
plans is because the needs
are so different among
Wayne County school dis-
tricts. What fits one may not
fit all.

“What works here may not
work in Woodhaven, but just
as long as we deliver the
same message that they can’t
keep cutting and cutting,’
said Lessard. “Districts all
over the state are in trouble.”

Lessard believes that the
state could well see school

-effort.”

f Prop

district closing school earhe .
because of the funding crisis,”
much like what the Kalkaska
school district did in the
1990s. It doesn’t take a crys-
tal ball to see that happenmg,
he said.

“If a school district clqses
in January, what happens to
the seniors?” he said. “They
won't graduate, they won’t
get their scholarships. It may
take that to force action, but
it will be the kids who get
hurt. We need to be asking
when they're going to fix it,
how they’re going to fix it, .

In a letter to school board
presidents, Lessard pointed
out that Wayne County, as
the largest county in the
state, has the opportunity to
make a significant difference
on the issue “if we stand
together and commit to thls

“There’s been a lot of wail-

ing, weeping and gnashing of

teeth, but when you don’t
control your income, you're
at the mercy of someone
else,” he said.

smason@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2112
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Athletes behaving badly is
hardly a new phenomenon

. .OK. The entire state — make
that, the whole nation — is
loudly indignant over the
famous “basketbrawl” ingident

in which players from the
Indiana Pacers, all of whom
make more money than God,
«climbed into the stands to
beat up fans during a game
agalnst the Detroit Pistons.
Matter of -

| of the “chatter-

ing class” that
| this incident
was slightly
Jack more signifi-
Lessenberr cant than the
W‘meyﬂmé recent pre81,,

dential elec-

tion. Well, let’s
10t go there. But there are two
ather thmgs being said that .
Jhst aren’t true. First of all,
this had nothing to do with
Detroit.

That’s right. Whatever may
be wrong with Detroiters, they
are, by and large, poor. Few
can afford tickets to Pistons
games. Even if they could,
many don’t have cars, and
would have a hard time get-
ting there. The Detroit Pistons
play, not in Detroit, but in
Auburn Hills, a middle-class
suburb 40 miles away.

. Most or all the fans involved.
ih the melee were prosperous
white suburbanites, Matter of
fact, the one who allegedly
started it all by throwing
something at Ron “Mad Dog”
Artest was recognized by one
Of his former neighbors who
4vas watching videotaped
replays of the mayhem. Too

. bad for him the neighbor is
mnow the Oakland County
"prosecutor

‘s Anyway. Time to deburfk
the second big falsehood.
There’s nothing new about
‘players going after fans.
‘Hnusual, yes, Original, no.

-~ Not only is this not the end
:of life as we know it, it has
THappened before.

35615 Warren Boad ¢ Westland

734-728-1831

That’s right, and what’s
more, it also involved Detroit.
A player attacked a fan —a
crippled fan, yet — and vault-
ed into the stands and beat
him up.

The outraged authorities
suspended the athlete — and
his entire team went on strike
in solidarity. Don’t know the
story? That’s perhaps because
it was nearly a century ago. -
The date was May 15, 1912,
and the player was good old
Ty Cobb, sometimes known
as the sociopath of the base
paths. .

Ty Cobb was not a nice
man. He liked to spike peo-
ple. He beat up his own
teammates, and once nearly
killed a black man with his
fists just because he felt like
it. But on that spring after-
noon, he met someone as
wonderful as he was.

Claude Lueker spent four -
innings calling him every-
thing except a child of God.
Finally, Cobb hopped the
fence and whaled the tar out
of him. Sportsmanlike, this
was not. Lueker had only one
arm, and was missing most
of the fingers on that hand.

Ban Johnson, the president
of the American League, was
as horrified as NBA officials
seem to be today. He sus-
pended the Georgia Peach
indefinitely for “acting with-
out regard to the dignity of
baseball.” :

That outraged his fellow .
Detroit Tigers, who promptly
went on strike. The
American League told the

-manager and the owner of |

the team they would be fined
heavily if the team didn’t
play. Frank Navin, the owner,
told the manager, Hughie
Jennings, to find some play-
ers before the next game, or
else.

The manager could take a
hint. He found some college
players. He made two mid-
dle-aged scouts play, and he
picked a few guys out of the
stands.

They lost to Philadelphia,

* 24-2. Sports historians are

stil wondering how the
ersatz Tigers got the two-
runs. Everyone was horri-
fied; the American League
then banned replacement
players and teams, and the
Tigers returned to play.
Then the league.folded,

~ and Ty Cobb (no Ron Artest,

he) was allowed to return to
the field. He went on to bat
.410. The Tigers finished the
season about as poorly as
they did this year, an
nobody knows what hap-
pened to the foul-motthed

“heckler who was beatén up by

baseball’s greatest hitter.

What's the moral of the
story? Perhaps that even if
you think moral values are
eroding, testosterone always
has been with us. And in gen-
eral, people who make $5
million a year risk a lot if
they get into fistfights with
your average slob.

And vice-versa.

® Profile in courage: Last -

summer I wrote about Ron
Kagan, the Detroit Zoo direc-
tor who had decided that
Detroit had neither space nor
climate to properly maintain
the zoo’s two aging elephants,
and so he planned to send
them to a wildlife sanctuary.
But now the American
Zoological Association
opposes that, and wants the
elephants sent to the
Columbus Zoo instead,
Kagan doesn’t think Wanda
and Winky would be any bet-
ter off there, and things are
at an impasse. Another com-
plication: Wanda is techni-

cally owned by San Antonio’s ‘

Zoo, and it won’t sell her to

‘Detroit. Though it may risk

the zoo’s accreditation, Kagan
vows to keep fighting for

- what’s right for the elephants.

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice
president of HomeTown
Communications. He can be reached
by phone at (248) 901-2561 or by e-
mail at jlessenberry@homecomm.net,
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Michigan hospitals serious about |

reducing medical injuries, death

ive years ago, health care
providers across the coun-
try were jolted into action
by a report suggesting that an
“unacceptably high number of
injuries'and deaths were the
result of medical errors. The
Institute of Medicine’s 1999 -
“To Err Is Human” chal- '
lenged all
of us in the
health care
community
fo dramati-
cally reduce
these inci-
dents and
-offered a
number of -
recommen-

Spencer
dations for Johnson

R

doing so.
‘Michigan hospitals promptly
responded to this challenge
by instituting reforms and
revising practices that have
improved the quality of care
and fostering a culture of
patient safety for practition-
ers.

As aresult of this land-
mark study, the Michigan
Health & Hospital
Association joined with key
stakeholder groups - includ-
ing Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan, Michigan State
Medical Society, Michigan
Pharmacists Association and
a number of employers and
unions - to establish the
Michigan Health & Safety
Coalition. The coalitionis a
voluntary effort to improve
patient safety by sharing-
information; developing sys-

temic approaches to identify

¢ and correct errors; and help-

ing establish performance
standards and incentives for
improved performance.

Gov. Jennifer Granholm’
recently acknowledged the -
coalition’s efforts and invited

it to assume the role of State

Commission on Patient
Safety. In this capacity, the
group is holding several
public hearings throughout
the state and then will make
recommendations for
improving patient safety to
the governor.

We know information is

" important. That’s why since

1996, Michigan hospitals
have voluntarily provided
the public with hospital-spe-
cificinformation on impor-
tant care indicators, includ-
ing length of stay, morbidity
and mortality for more than
20 important medical proce-
dures, including select med-
ical and surgical cases, heart
cases and hip and knee
replacements.

The MHA has also
addressed medical errors
through its Keystone Center,
which offers health care
providers information,
resources and collaborative
opportunities to implement
proven interventions in
Michigan hospitals.
Through the MHA Keystone
Stroke, Michigan hospitals
have worked with the
Michigan Department of
Community Health and
state stroke experts to

improve stroke care. The
MHA Keystone Intensive
Care Unit project - a part-
nership with Johns Hopkins:
that started just one year
ago ~ has already reduced |
blood stream infections and '
decreased respirator-associ-'
ated pneumonias. Michigan :
hospitals accept responsibil-
ity every day for improving
care and safety and are
aggressively forging new
methods of bringing the best
evidence-based care to all -

. Michigan citizens.

The MHA has been recog-
nized nationally for its
efforts to deal with the most
frequently cited problem in |
the IOM study - medlcatlon
errors. In 2001, Michigan’s
hospitals were recognized by
the Institute for Safe
Medication Practices for

- their participation in a

national initiative to
improve medication safety
awareness and enhance safe.
medication practices.

The I0M’s report clmmed
“It may be part of human -
nature to err, but it is also
part of human nature to cre-
ate solutions, find beiter
alternatives, and meet the
challenges ahead.” B
Michigan’s hospitals are 3
committed to doing just that
and will continue to build
upon the progress spurred |
by this landmark study.

7
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Spencer Johnson is president of thé
Michigan Heaith and Hospital
Association.

Free press, or best buy"

Regarding your newspaper’s announcement
of purchase by Gannett, the article failed to
mention that Gannett also owns The Detroit

News.

This means there is one 1ess independent
voice of news and views in our metropolitan

lETTERS -

" media. It continues to happen in print as Well

he does tone it down a lot for HomeTown .

I Just wonder if Gannett will allow a truly hb-
eral voice like Jack Lessenberry’s (even though::

S

Newspapers) to continue on the editorial . =

area, We hear a lot about the growing influence
of a few giant corporations in the broadcast

board. Do we truly have a free press or just the
best press money can buy? : ,

Mary Kelieher Sllverman
Ltvoma
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2005 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

M Warren Road (Canton
Center to Morton Taylor) -
The road will be widened to
five lanes and the cross-section
will be 10-inch non-reinforced
concrete pavement. The proj-
ect is still being designed and
construction will not occur
until 2005.

B Denton Road / Saltz Road
/ Ridge Road "Roundabout” -
The roundabout will be con-
structed as Phase II of the
Denton Road extension (North
of Cherry Hill Road) to act a
Y the bypass through Cherry Hill

/illage. It has been proposed
to accommodate two lanes of
traffic traveling north and
south on Denton Road and one
lane of traffic at Saltz and
Ridge. Planning is currently
underway and construction
will likely begin in the summer
of 2005.

B Lotz Road paving
(between Ford and Warren) -
A three-lane concrete pave-
ment roadway will be con-
structed to allow for one lane
of traffic in each direction
along with a center turn lane.
Traffic traveling east on

BRYAN MITCHELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Here's my list .

Eight-year-old Delaney Diggs tells Santa and Mrs. Claus that she would like a ‘real’ cotton candy machine for
Christmas. Delaney was the first to visit with Santa after his arrival in Plymouth Friday night. She also got to
help Santa light the trees in Kellogg Park.
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ROAD WATCH

Warren Road will also have an
exclusive right turn lane to
turn south onto Lotz Road. A
contractor has been selected
for the project with construc-
tion slated to begin in spring of
2005. The portion of the water
main on the east side of Lotz
Road will be relocated as part
of the construction project.

M Ford Road Safety
Improvements (I-275 south-
bound Ramps and-widening
from Haggerty to Lilley Road)
~ Ford Road will be widened
on the north side from
Haggerty to Lilley Road to
allow for an exclusive right
turn lane, The southbound I-
275 ramp will have additional
stacking space for vehicles and
allow for two left turn lanes
heading west and two right
turn lanes heading east (cur-
rently there is one lane exclu-
sive to turn east with the mid-
dle lane optional to turn left or
right and a third lane to allow

NOW. A[ L

a right turn or west). The ramp
for traffic heading east on Ford
Road will have an exclusive -
right turn lane onto south- %
bound I-275. Construction is'
anticipated to begin in spring
of 2005 and be completed by
the end of September.

M Ford Road Safety B
Improvements (Westof . '
Canton Center; Intersection of
Ford / Ridge) - The area west -
of Canton Center Road will be
widened to allow for a -
smoother transition from five
lanes down to two lanes at
Gorman Road. A new .
guardrail will be installed on
the north side of Ford Road
along with proposed drainage -
improvements. The intersec- - -
tion at Ford and Ridge will
reconstructed and widened to'
allow for a center turn lane in..
each direction. Construction ~;
will likely begin in the spring
of 2005 and be completed by
fall 2005,
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» Kitchen and Bath Gahinetry Designs
REST -Traditional and Contemporary

-Maple, Cherry, Oak and Hickory
plus White and Silk Thermofoil.

from the Manufacturer

and SAVE!
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. Last year more than 2,500
residential fires in the state
of Michigan were related to
the use of supplemental
heaters, such as wood- and
coal-burning stoves, kerosene
heaters, gas space heaters
and electrical heaters. The
Office of the State Fire
Marshal wants homeowners
to know they can reduce the
chance of a home fire by fol-
lowing simple guidelines on

Center Cut

Boneless

Pork Loin

USDA Inspected Whole

the installation and use of
these appliances.

“The numbers tell a dis-
tressing story ~ 1,346 of the
residential fires last year were
caused by children playing
with heat sources, 11 deaths
resulted,” said State Fire
Marshal Andy Neumann. “All
told, 41 injuries and 15 deaths
last year were related to the
use of supplemental heat
sources in homes, apart-

RNt

| REGIONAL NEWS |

State offers safety tips on use of space heaterS;

ments, and manufactured
homes.”

Most of the fires related to
supplemental heating appli-
ances are caused by improper
installation, maintenance, or
use of the appliances. Every
appliance should have a com-
plete set of installation
instructions and should be
installed according to the
manufacturer's instructions,
More specifically:

T-Bone or

Porterhouse Steaks
USDA Select Beef Loin

WITH

Family Pack,
4 Steaks or More

W Wood stoves should sit on
a non-combustible surface or

. on a code-specified or listed

floor protector.

B Fireplaces should have
noncombustible materials
around the opening and
hearth. Always use a fireplace
screen to keep sparks from

igniting materials in the room.

Do not burn newspapers or
other trash in a fireplace

because they burn too hot and

Kroger
Bacon

All Varieties
16 oz Pkg

can ignite a chimney fire.
Never use pressure-treated
wood in stoves or fireplaces
because it contains toxic
chemicals that can cause ill-
ness. Use artificial logs, made
from wax and sawdust, one at
atime in fireplaces and never
use in wood stoves. This is
because the heat can melt the
log causing it to flare up or
leak burning liquid from the
appliance.

M Space heaters should be

"placed on a firm surface out of

the way so that they cannot be
tipped over and spill fuel or
have hot surfaces come in con-~
tact with combustible flooring.:
Also, when purchasing a space:
heater, be sure to loock fora  »
unit with an automatic shut off
if it tips over. Avoid the use of -
extension cords with electric
heaters and never use heaters -
to dry clothing or other co
bustibles. Electri
frayed or damage
should be thrown

three feet away from the appll-
ance,
B Unvented gas-ﬁred space

' heaters should not be used in

small-enclosed areas, especial--
ly bedrooms, because of the
potentia.l for carbon monoxide‘
poisoning. »
For operation, it is critical to-
use only fuels specified by the °
manufacturer as appropriate = |
for the appliance. Use coal only
if specifically approved by the -
stove manufacturer. Gasoline -
or other flammable liquids -
should never be used to start 4
wood fire sirice it might
explode or flare up. Never use-
gasoline in kerosene heaters. ©
Even small amounts of gaso-
line mixed with kerosene can *
increase the risk of fire.
Regular maintenance is also
critical for safe operation.
Chimneys and vents should be
inspected and cleaned annu-
allyby a professxonal chimney
sweep. Creosote is an
unavoidable product of wood-
burning stoves and fireplaces.
Creosote builds up in connec-
tors and chimney flues and
can cause a chimnpey fire.
Kerosene heaters should be
cleaned and wicks replaced
annually. :
“By following the manufac-
turer's instructions for opera- .
tion and maintenance, home-
owners greatly reduce the
chance for a home fire,” said
Neumann. “Most importantly
never leave fireplaces or space
heaters unattended and keep
young children away from any
appliance that has hot sur-
that ean cause burns ™
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Vacation

Homes and Condos 1

800-325-3524

Flagshipvacat ions.com

FLAGSIf]]P

VACAT%ON PROPERTIES
~Kroger Half Kroger 5 1b Bag Idaho Ms. Pac Man/Galaga -
Gallon Milk Shredded Cheese or White Colden n

r Reoger Helf Gallon Juice All Varieties (Excludes or Bar Cheese 8 oz Pkg All oiwaen iee _f
‘Lgctose Free Milk and Premium Orange nge} Varieties or 12 pz Pkg IWS Mega Touch! |

Pinballs,

Jukeboxes,
Sav e Video Bartop

PurChase of on Games,

ipac ' i - Foosball, Air
Max Multip Pac : i Hockey, Sports

'  Games, and much™
much more.

Hundreds of games in stock! :

ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY:

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. Each of these advertised [tems
is required to be available for sale. If we do run out of an advertised item, we will offer
you your choice of a comparable item, when available, reflecting the same savings,
or a raincheck which will entitle you to purchase the advertised item at the
advertised price within 30 days. Only one vendor coupon will be accepted per
item. Copyright 2004. The Kroger Company. No sales to dealers.

‘Prices and ltems Good at Your Locai Kroger Store
November 28 thru December 7,2004.
Some ltems may require a deposit.
Visit our Website at www.Kroger.com or
cali Customer Service at 1-800-KROGERS

www.ccme.net
35525 Schoolcrafte Livonia.
734-432-1040
Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5 * Sat.9- 1 :
oaoezvvazal “
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t's too early to say how Canton’s hock-
ey team will perform on the ice this

# season, but the Chiefs’ off-ice efforts

are already worthy of a
standing ovation.
First-year Canton
hockey coach Mike
Behen, whoisa
researcher at Detroit’s:
Children’s Hospital of
Michigan, has organ~ "
ized an ambitious
fund-raiser for his team

oncology ward. Beginning this week,
Canton hockey players will be seeking
pledges from local businesses and resi-
dents that will be deposited into the
team’s “Big Goals” fund. Each pledge
that is collected will be multiplied by the
number of goals the Chiefs scored at the

~end of the 2004~-05 season.

All money raised will be donated to
CHM to assist in the care and treatment
of the hospital’s young, cancer-stricken
patients, who have been dealt a jarring, -
life-altering blow that no on-ice body-

some of the kids go through.

“T think it is important for the players
on the team to get involved in something
like this beyond hockey. It will make
them appreciate things a little more.”

Last year, the Chiefs scored 84 goals,
but, Behen has his sights set higher for
the upcoming campaign,

“We play 24 games and our goal isto
score over four goals a game, so that
would work out to at least 100 goals thlS
season, * Behen said.

Chief icers assist cancer-stricken kids

upset,” said Behen, “It’s awful to see what

it” Behen said. “We are going to visit the

_hospital at least twice as a team this year.

We're going to go up there in-about a

week so t}ét the players can see what it’s
all about. Then we'll go again at the end
of the season to deliver the money we've

~ raised.

“We're not going to ask the players
parents for pledges, as they have already
pledged enough just so their kids can
play hockey (P-CEP hockey players are.
required to pay over $1,000 out of their
own pockets to play the sport). But we're

that will benefit chil- check can come close to matching. - Behen stressed that no pledge is too going to ask for pledges from fans, the
. dren who are patients “For me, it’s hard to walk through the small. : On Saturday,
ant‘f,mé in the CHM pediatric pediatric oncology halls without getting “Bven if it'’s a penny~-a-~goal, we ) take PLEASE SEE KIDS, B3 Canton Leisure S
’ ’ and the Plymouth Elks
_combined efforts to: eﬁer‘

[all order
Size is strength
of Chief cagers

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Senior point guard Andy
Cortellini will be handed the keys
to the Canton basketball team’s
offense for the second consecutive
year by second-year coach Charlie
Paye.

Judging by the size and athleti-
cism of the Chiefs’ lineup,
Cortellini may feel like he’s driving
a powerful red Ferrari by season’s
end,

Even though Canton lost four
starters to graduation from last
year's 13-8 squad, it has the poten-
tial to improve on that record
thanks to Cortellini’s court sense
and the skills of his fellow starters.

“Andy should be one of the bet-
tor players in the conference this
ceason,” said Paye, who is cntelinﬁf
his 17th season as a coach. “He's
auick. he wees the court well and

R BT VR L PRI

Last vear, many of Cortellini's
passex found the waiting hands of
the graduated 13.J. Bridges. Brad
Waidmann, Travis ’\1<‘Kinr1<>}' and
Matt Paye (Charlic’s son’.
Coincidentally, three of the
departed players have younger
brothers that play for this vear's
unit.

Joining the 5-foot-11 point
guard in the starting lineup will be
a quartet of seniors: 6-8 center
Kevin Thornton, 6-4 forward
Julian Smith, 5-10 off-guard Jason
Houdek and 6-1 forward David
Calille.

“Kevin is an excellent shot
blocker, so he'll be one of the keys
to our defense,” Paye said. “Julian
can really get up and Jason is an
outstanding outside shooter.
David is versatile in that he can

PLEASE SEE CHIEFS, B3

. TOM HOFFM YER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER '

Canton's Kevin Thornton is one hig reason the Chiefs should make a run at the Western Lakes Activities -
Association title this season, The 6-foot-8 center is one of the WLAA'S best returning post players.

Friedrichs
is area’s
top coach

See All-Area soccer team, page B6.

BY BRAD EMONS
" STAFF WRITER

After three straight sub-.500
_ seasons, Livonia Churchill fifth-
year coach Reid Friedrichs was
looking to get back on the winning
side of the ledger
in 2004.

In his first sea~
son as coach ‘
(2000), Churchill
finished 12-7-3
overall and
reached the
regional finals
P before losing to
Friedrichs Birmingham
Blotner Rice. 4-2. Then came

.y .
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This fall, Churehil turned
:mngs dI‘OUI’lG with a 11-6-2
record, thanks largely in part to a
rejuvenated offensive attack.

“We scored a lot of goals,” said |
Friedrichs, who was named
Observerland Coach of the Year.
“I'm surprised how hard they
worked and at times how well they
played. I was really happy with the
effort.

“We were a couple of bad

Churchill played tough against
some of the area’s top teams, tying
Novi and losing by only a goal to
both Salem and Stevenson.

' The biggest disappointment was

- afirst-round district setback to
Walled Lake Western, 2-1.

- “We always prided ourselves on
being ready for the playofls,”

- Friedrichs said. “We played hard,
‘but just got unlucky and that hap-
pens. It was a good season except
that we tripped up in the playoffs,
and that took away from it.”

Salem hoopers look
to out-work opponents

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

The 2004-05 Salem basketball team promises to be
more gritty than flashy, and more dive-for-loose-balls
aggressive than light-up-the-scoreboard impressive.

But just because the Rocks will probably rack up
more floor burns than ESPN Sportscenter-type high-
lights this season, don’t think they won’t be dangerous
to play against.

“We're going to have to rely on our team quickness
¥ ¢ and defensive hustle

PREP HOOP PREVIEW  this season,” said
Salem coach Bob
Brodie. “We're going

to be in a lot of defensive, hard-nosed games. We don’t

have a lot of great scorers, but we have kids who are
quick and who will hustle and work hard.

"The key to our season will be how quickly everyone
comes together. We have four seniors, four sopho-

mores and the rest are juniors, so we need to jell quick-

ly as a team.”

Salem lost five key contributors from last season’s 8-

Defense the key for hustling Rocks

TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Salem sophomore guard Kevin Burleigh (feft) will Be counted'on
to provide the Rocks with strong pfay off the bench th|s season.
Safem finished 813 in 2003- 04

ior Dominique Washington — transferred to
Fa.rmmgton Hills Harrison.

Four seniors have earned starting nods for the Rocks
while two juniors are battling for the final berth in the
starting lineup.

PLEASE SEE ROCKS, B3

Unbeaten London
ousts Whalers, 4-2

The Plymouth- Whalers entered Friday night's-

‘Ontario Hockey League game at London hoping to

derail the Knights from their record-breaking
unbeaten streak.

Instead, the Whalers were upended Just like 22 of
the Knights’ previous 23 opponents, 4-2, before
9,066 people at the John Labatt Ice Arena.. .

The victory improved London’s incredible record to
23-0-1, and brought them one win closer to the
OHL’s all-time season-opening unbeaten streak of 29
set by the Brandon Wheat Kings durlng the 1978-79
season,

London’s Rob Schremp was the catalyst of the

- Knights’ latest win. The hlgh-soonng center recorded

a hat trick and added an assist.
John Mitchell tallied both Plymouth goals. HlS

s ‘power-play marker from Mike Knight and Tim

Sestito with 26 seconds left in the second period cut

13 squad. Four players gra.duated while the fifth — sen-: - the Whalers’ deficit to 2-1. He added an unassisted,

short-handed goal with 5:08 left in the game.
Corey Perry scored the other London goal. He also

. added an assist..

Gerald Coleman earned the victory in net for the
Knights, turning away 20 shots. Justin Garay suf-
fered the loss for the Whalers desplte making 40
saves.-

bounces away from ha,vmg agreat

a free free-throw, shoot- -
ing contest to members :
of the Canton and
Piymouth communities. -
The winners in each
age group received
turkeys, which were
donated by Holiday ,
Market and the Michigan
Ave, Kroger store.
Following ate- the fop
finishers in each age -
group foliowed by how
many free throws the
each first-place shooter

"

o

|+ made out of 25 attempt5'~

.Boy's 8-9years old: 1. -

~Devin Slominski (11); 2. -
" Hutner Cole; 3. Justln
_ Broughman. :

Boys 10-11: 1. Nlcholas :
Flowers (17),2 Robert” -
Neff, .
- Girls 10-11: 1. Brldqet
Cole (nine); 2. Amanda
Thielman; 3. Jessica
Pugh, v
Boys 12-13: 1. Michael
Darouie (19); 2. Mark
Main; 3. Josh Wright.

Girls 12-13: 1. Jenna
Mizzi (12).

Whalers frade

The Plymouth Whalers
acquired 18-year-old left
wing Ryan Stephenson
from the Kingston

Frontenacs Tuesday in
24rh

Beoa Dugiph's
seventh-round draft
seleciion in 2005.

“Stephenson is a capa-
ble feft winger with size
and skill who's been in
the league for three :
years,” said Plymouth -
president, general man-
ager and coach Mike
Velluccl, “He'll help us.”

Stephenson, who is 6-
foot-4 and 215 pounds,
was originally drafted by
Kingston in the third
round (42nd overall) in...
the 2002 Ontario Hockey
League Drait.

He enjoyed his best -
season in the OHL last
season when he score
eight goals with eight
assists and 54 penalty.
minutes in 68 games.
" This year, Stephenso|
has four goals, three
assists and 14 penalty -

" minutes.

Softball camps

The Madonna
University softball team
will hold a hitting camp -
on Saturday, Dec. 4, and’
Saturday, Dec, 18, frorn )
noonto 2:30 p.m.

The cost of the camp :s
$30 per session,
Interested players should
mail a check to: Madonna

University Softball,

36600 Schoolcraft Rd.S
Livonia, MI 48150, HE
The MU softball team ?
will also hold three fouM :
week sessions of a funda’

mental camp that will
cover all phases of fast-»
pitch softball. ot

- The first session will : ;
run all four Sundays in:!
January from noon to ¢
2:30 p.m.; another ses- :
sion will run all four -
Saturdays in January
from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.?
and the third session wilf -
run on Jan..30, and Feb.»
6,13 and 17 form noon_ to
2:30 p.m

Qnu 5w a9

The cost of each fouru ;
week session is $150, =
For more information |
on the camps, contact Al
_White at (734) 432-5783.
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~ Blue-fine special

%unq Salem skaters feature defense

 STAFF WRITER

Fresh faces dominate the Salem
hackey team’s 2004-05 roster as |
d"‘Iy seven skaters return from laSt
yéar’s 12-9-3 squad.
¢ Among the key contributors the
Rocks lost to graduation were cap-
tain Andy Thackaberry, an All-
Western Lakes Activities
Association defenseman; defense-
niin Ryan Jones and forwards
"Afton Cheesman and Kyle
. Emmons
espite the fact Salem’s defensive
corps ook a hit, its blue-liners will
prov1de the backbone of this year’s
team, according to coach Fred
Peiler. "
" | *Our goalie and defensite corps.
ap‘e this team’s strong points,” said’
eiler, who has been the Rocks’
o]oach since the team’s inception six
years ago. “Our offensive play will
nieed to improve. We're a little on
the small side on offense and the
players need to go to the net with
more enthusiasm.”

Senior Brandon DeMars returns
as the Rocks’ No. 1 goalie. He will
be backed up by sophomore
Derek Edelen.

“It’s Brandon’s third year on the
varsity, so he brings a lot of experi-
ence to the team,” Feiler said.
“Brandon will get the bulk of the
playing time, but Derek is a good,
solid back-up.”

-Defenseman John Maurer, the
tearn’s captain, is a three-year play-
er who provides Salem with some
punch on the power play. The sen-
ior is one of Salem's top returning
scorers, having tallied 17 points
(eight goals and nine assists) last
season. The Rocks’ other
top returning scorer is also a
defenseman ~ senior Craigen
Bauldry, who chalked up five goals
and 12 assists during the 2003-04
campaign.

-“We really need the seniors to
step up and do the job for.us this
year;,” Feiler said. “I'd like to see us
improve as the season goes on, Qur
main goal is to advance to the
regionals during the post-season.”

Seniors Ryan Sharrow and Tom
Cooper are two returning forwards
who should light the lamp on a
consistent basis for Salem.
Sharrow, a winger, is coming off a

" junior season in which he tallied
one goal and seven assists, while

£ AOL ror BROADBAND
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Wed., Dec. 29 » 4:30 & 8:00 PM
- Michigan vs. Michigan Tech
~Michigan State vs. New Hampshire

" Thu., Dec. 30 » 4:30 PM
-Third Place Game

Thu., Dec. 30 » 8:00 PM

Championship Game

Joel.ouiSArm

Tickets are available at the Joe Lf.
Arena-box-office, call 313-396-7575 or log
on o collegehockeyatthejoe.com

8Y ED WRIGH'I RN

COLLEGE HOCKEY
AT “THE JOE”

40th Annual Great Lakes Invitational

. Cooper, a center, had three goals
" and five assists.

Senior Adam Gillikin is one of
the Rocks' most talented players.

* Gillikin excelled as a sophomore
two years ago, but played for a AAA

Ann Arbor team as a junior. - .

“Adam will be out there for all the
penalty-kills and the power play,”
said Feiler, who predicted Livonia
Churchill and Livonia Stevenson
will be the teams to beat.in the

. Western Lakes Activities .

Association this season. .

“They’li be right up there, but in
the WLAA, there really isn't an easy
game,” he smd '

CANTON

First-year coach Mike Behen will
be taklng over the reins of a team
that is stocked with 13 seniors,
including captain Reece McCabe,
already a two-year letter-winner
who is the lone first-team All-
Observerland player returning
from the area.

“We have a lot of seniors, so they
should be motivated to do well
since it’s their last season,” Behen
said. “We're going to play an
aggressive puck-control system. We
have four returning defensemen
and our goalie is experienced, so

defense will be one of the strengths
- time between the pipes for the

of this team.”

McCabe should be a dominant
force on the ice this season after
leading the Chiefs with 21 goals-
and 35 points during the 2003-04
campaign.

“Reece is big, strong and fast, S0
he should be a big contributor to
our team this year,” Behen said.
“He’s a good leader, too. He's a very
hard worker.”

Also serving as captains for the

‘Chlefs will be seniors Mike

Kondratek, who is playing his first
year of high school hockey after
playing with the highly regarded
travel team Honeybaked for the
past few seasons, Pat Davison and
Ben Laurin.

“Mike is very quick and funda-
mentally sound out on the ice,”
Behen said, “He brings a good work
ethic to the team.”

Senior forwards Bryan Wioncek
and Garett Hyman will be counted
on to light the lamp for the Chiefs
this winter.

“Bryan is an extremely skilled
and smart plaver who should be a

¢ in Our Classified Section
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- PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton’s Reece McCabe {17) defends Salem's Kyle Emmons during a Western Lakes
Activities Association hockey game.fast winter.| McCabe, anAli- Observerland selection
as a junior, is one of the area's top retummq players thls season.

major contributor for us this year,
Behen said. “Once he learns to play
within the team concept a little
more, he could be a star. R

“Garett has good hands and he
has a knack for putting the puck in
the net. He should be one of our
leadmg scorers.”

Junior Kevin Tollison ahd Nlck
Leadford will also provide a strong
presence on the offensive end of the
ice for the Chiefs, Defensively,
Davison, Laurin, Jon Sudia and
Aaron Amin return to give Canton
loads of experience along the blue
line. Playing the majority of the

Chiefs will be senior Tony Hylko. :
“Tony is very smart and highly
motivated back there,” Behen said.

Alex Lajoie, junior defenseman -
Patrick Gallagher and sophornore
forward Brad Barath. 7~ . -~

PLYMOUTH

As the first full varsity season
approaches for the Wildcats, their
coach, Mike Kaput, has realistic
expectations for his young, senior-
less squad.

“We're going to compete hard
every game, every line shift,” Kaput

- said. “This year will be a learning

experience since it will be the first
yeat at the varsity level for every-

one. We'll play to win every game,
but we won’t judge our season on
just wins and losses.”

Kaput knows what it takes to
build a strong high school hockey
program as he spent his prep career
playing for Windsor Assumption

IGS JERSEY!}

ed ba : \Wlldcats top s
Other key players for Canton will ] icted:
be sophomore forward/defenseman

anmgham, Muchlgan

SATURDAY, DEC. 4, 2003
Pierce Elementary School

- 8:30 am - Chaldrens Snowman Shuffle
% 00 am 5K Run/WaIk

G)hsewer

: H1g‘n Schooi which hasa perenm-

ally strong team.

- Plymouth, which calls the
Compuware Ice Arena
home, played as a junior-varsity
squad last year in the Little Caesar’s
Junior Varsity League. The
Wildcats shined, going 13-0-2 and
winning their division.
. “We have 11 players back from
that team,” said Kaput, who added
that 34 students tried out for this
year’s 20-player team. “This is real~
ly a hard-working team with a lot of

.team. speed We don’t have any sen-

center, should'

he moves the puck,” Kaput said.
~ Stamm will be flanked by
wingers Billy Gauthier, a
junior, and SOp more Nick
Rososchacki,
“Billy is quick, has strong hands
and has a knack for finding the
back of the net,” Kaput said. “Nick
is a tall, strong player who has
a real good shot.”
Sophomore Justin
Desilets enters the year as

 the Wildcats’ top goal-tender.

“Justin is solid in net,” his-coach
said. “He’ll probably be seeing a lot
of shots, but he’ll be fine; he'll keep
us in games.”

. Plymouth’s defensive unit will be
led by sophomore Jason O’Guinn,
who is an “offensive-minded
defenseman,” according to Kaput.

ewright@oe. hemecomm.net | (734) 953-2108

"Penquins‘ o
start strong,
beat Pioneers

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

K

The leouth-Canton-Salem gu'ls hockey
team is making its presence felt early in the -
Michigan Metro Girls High School Hockey
Leagte.

The Penguins improved theirrecord to 2- -
0 in the MMGHSHL Tuesday night witha - -
convincing 6-2 decision over the Ann Arbor .*

"Pioneers in a game played at the Arctic Edge .
Ice Arena in Canton. The high-flying
Penguins are 4-2 overall heading into their
Dec. 2 game at Grosse Pointe South. The . .
Pioneers slipped to 0-2 in the league.

“The girls are playing really well so far,” -
said PCS coach Lori Callahan. “We struggled -
early tonight, but we picked up the pace and -
started skating better.”

Adrienne Cercone and Olivia Pennebaker -
scored first-period goals to give the. .

Penguins a lead they would never lose.
Lauren Coleman, Emily Patton and Amy
Coleman picked up assists,

Patton scored at the 10:10 mark of the
second period to make it 3-0. She was -
assisted by Tara Boliard and Pennebaker.

Annelise Heeringa cut the Pioneers’
deficit to 3-1 when she deposited a pass
from Alexis Bourne into the back of the net, ;
however, the Penguins retaliate minutes
later on Erika Perkovich's goal (Stephanie
Murray and Kristen Schwan assisted). ;

Schwan and Pennebaker added third-
period goals to give the winners some _
breathing room. ;

Kristi Kowalski played a strong goal in net -
for the Penguins, who fired 58 shots at the
Ann Arbor net-minder. Callahan praised
Kelli Bargowski and Sara Skonieczny for
their efforts on the defensive end of the rink, :

“We've been working on our break-outs
and passing in practice,” Callahan said.

“Once we get the passing down, we'll be -
even better. We're still working out the kinks -
in our lines, but the girls seem to be jelling.”

PCS captured third place at the inaugural
Suburban Girls High School Hockey Classic :
last week. The Penguins were edged in over- -
time, 3-2, by Northville on Nov. 18 before
coming back to demoralize Walled Lake, 10- .
0, on Nov. 20. )

Schwan and Keely Kowalski scored the
Penguins’ goals in the loss. Pennebaker tal-
lied four goals and Cercone had three in the
rout of the Wild. Murray (two) and Sharla

‘Gillespie accounted for the other goals.

ewright@ge.homecomm.net | {734) 953-2108
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8:30 am - Children’s Snowman Shufﬂé

8 Eccentric lﬁw@

Northville, Michigan

SUNDAY, DEC. 5, 2003
Northville Downs Raceway

7:30 am - Registration *

9:00 am - 5K Run/Walk
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_play small forward and shoot-'
ing guard. :

“I was really happy with our
defense last year, but we lost
two of our top defensive play- -
ers in‘Travis and Matt. - :
Hopefully, this group can pick
up v ‘where last year’s team leﬁ
off.

The Chlefs bench will be
stocked with a talented mix-
ture of young and old; tall and
not-so-tall players. .

Senior 6-2 forward Jacob
Langdon is the lone reserve
player who was a member of
Canton’s 2003-04 varsity
squad. Forward Steve Paye
(Charlie’s younger son), who
stands 6-4, and 6-6 sophomore
Ryan Waidmann were key con-
tributors to the school’s junior-
varsity team that went 17-3 and
unbeaten in the Western Lakes
Activities Association last sea~
son. -

Senior transfer student
Damon Staples, a 6-1 guard, 6-
2 junior forward Andre Bridges
(D.J’s younger brother), 6-0
Jjunior forward Andy Rossow,

and 6-0 junior guard Rob

Eppler will give the Chiefs
plenty of depth ' ,

“Damon is very good in tran-
sition and he can really handle -
the ball,” Paye said. “Andy likes
tomixitupandisagood -
defender” |

Canton’s non-conference
schedule is challenging, to say
the least, with games against
Novi, Redford Union, Monroe
a(rild Ann Arbor Pioneer mclud-
e

Paye predicts Westland John

Glenn and Wayne Memorial
will be the teams to beat in the
“There are probably five or

. six teams that can win the

league, but those two look good
right now,” he said. “We were
the lastteam to beat Wayne in
the conference last year before
they went on to win the league.
“The key for us this year is
how we play on the defensive
end. We're athletic enough to
do well, so I'm confident. It’s
my second year here now, so
the kids know my system. If we

can stay injury-free, we should

be competitive.”
~ Canton opens Tuesday, Dec.
7, at Monroe.
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Canton basketbatl coach Charlie Paye gmdes his team through a Ioose-ball drill during practice fast week. The Chiefs are hoping to contend for a Western Lakes-
Activities Association title this season after finishing 13-8 last season.

A

ROCKS
FROM PAGE B!

What'’s known for certain is
that Jeff Lake (6-foot-3), Dave
Cardenas (6-2) and Kyle Price
(6-2) will make up the Rocks’

* front-court trio-to start the
season, and Brad Zonca (6-0)
will man one of the guard
spots. Still up in the air is
which junior will start: Kevin

Bradley (6-2) or Jon Pomorski -

(6-0).

“They will all be rotating in,
so all six will be seeing a lot of
playing time,” Brodie said.

Lake, who averaged four
points per game last season, is
the team’s leading returning
scorer. The Rock football

- standout’s scoring average
should rise considerably along
with his offensive responsibili-
ties when Salem opens at
Belleville on Tuesday, Dec. 7.

‘Cardenas will also be count-
ed on to improve his 1.5 scor-
ing average from last year.

“Jeff is a strong inside play-
er.” Brodie said. “He's a good

athlete and he gives 100 per-
cent all the time. Dave is very
similar to Jeff, but he’s not
quite as big. He’s very athletic
and has a lot of ability”

A good ball-handler with a
strong perimeter game, Zonca
will see a lot of time in the
backeourt along with Bradley
and Pomorski. v

“Kevin will play the perime-
ter and inside, depending on
the match-ups,” Brodie said.
“Kyle will be a swing forward
and Jon is a good floor leader
who is aggressive defensively”

Sophomores Mike Marek,
Jierah Dixon and Kevin
Burleigh will provide back-
court depth for the Rocks.

“They're all about 5-6 with
good court savvy and great
quickness,” Brodie said.

Coming off the bench to pro-
vide relief for the post players
will be Joe Halewicz (6-foot),
Billy Leddy (6-3), Brian
Baumgart (6-6), Rory Kind (6-
3) and sophomore J.P.
Truesdell.

“We open with a very tough
nonconference schedule. just

like last year,” said Brodie, who
was referring to nonleague
games against Belleville, -
Monroe, Saline and Warren

games. Hopefully, this year we
get off to a faster start”

TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Salem basketball coach Bob Brodie directs his team thirough a series of drills
during practice Tuesday afternoon.

slate at Walled Lake Central on
Jan. 7.

“Canton should be strong
this season,” said Brodie, when

Cousino. “Last year, we got off  asked who will be the top con-
to a slow start-and didn’t win tenders for the WLAA title.
any of our non-conference “And Wayne and Northville

will be tough again. I think
Walled Lake Central is going to

Salem will open its Western ~ be up there, too.”

Lakes Activities Association

PREP HOCKEY
Wednesday, Dec. 1
Franklin vs. Plymouth
at Livonia's Edgar Arena, 6 p.m.
Redford CC vs. Farm. Unified
at Compuware Arena, 7 p.m.
Churchill vs, Canton
at Arctic Edge, 8 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 2
PCS Penguins at Grosse Pointe South
at City Sports Arena, 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Pec. 3
Churchil vs. Salern (Edgar), 6 p.m,
WL. Central at Canton, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec.4
Ladywood vs. HW. Regina
at Plymouth's Arctic Pond, 6 p.m.
Redford CC vs. Culver Military (ind.}
at Compuware Arena (Olympic), 7 p.m.
Dearbarn United at Salem, 8:30 p.m.
~ PCS Penguins vs. Bloomfield at
Hazel Park Ice Arena, 2 p.m.
Sunday, Dec.5
Redford CC vs, Culver Military (Ind.).
at Compuware Arena (Olympic), ! p.m.
PREP WRESTLING
Wednesday, Dec.1
Salem and Canton at
Monroe Quad Meet, 5 pm,
Clarkston at Redford CC, 1:30 p.m,
Thursday, Dec.2
Plymouth at Warren Linceln, 5 p.m.
Friday, Dec.3 -

Redford CC at Solon (Ohio) Classic, 4 p.m.
Clarenceville, Franklin, N. Farmington
at Farmington High Quad, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 4
Salem at Léke Orion Invite, 9 am.
Redford CC at Solon (Ohio) Classic, 11 a.m.
Canton at Hudson Invite, 9 a.m.
BOYS SWIMMING

THE WEEK AHEAD

Saturday, Dec. 4
Crestwood Charger Relays, 11 a.m.
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
NAIA NATIONALS
at Point Lomna Nazarene (Calif.}
Wednesday, Dec.1
tadonna vs. Cedarville (Ohio), 1:30 p.m. (PST)
Thursday, Dec.2
Madonna vs. lowa Wesleyan, 1115 a.m. (PST)
Madonna vs, St. Mary (Neb.), 8:15 p.m. (PST)
Friday, Dec.3
Madonna vs. Fresno Pacific, 1115 a.m. (PST)
Quarterfinals, 615 & 815 p.m. (PST)
Saturday, Dec. 4
Semifinals, 10 a.m. &12:30 p.m, (PST)
Championship final, 7:30 p.m. (PST)
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Nov. 30
Rochester College at Madonna, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 1
Schooleraft at Keflogg CC, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 3
{Defiance, Ohio College Tourney)
QOlivet College vs. UM-Dearborn, 6 p.m.
Madonna vs. Defiance, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 4
Defiance (Chio} Tourney, 6 & 8 p.m.
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Nov. 30
Marygrove at Madonna, 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 3
(Hougton College, N.Y, Tourney)
Madonna vs. Huntington ¢Ind.), 6 p.m.
(Schoolcraft College Invitational)
Olive Hervey (1ll.) vs. Sinclair (Chio), 6 p.m.
Schoolcraft vs. Kalamazoo Valley, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 4
Schoolcraft Invitational, 1& 3 p.m.
(Hougton Coflege, N.Y. Tourney)
Madonra vs. Daemon College (NY), 2 p.m.
ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE
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LOSE OUT!
On Brand

NEW 2004
DISCOVERY SE

Buy for as low as

29,995

Hurry in,
_this offer ends 11/30/04

www.motorcitybowl.co

Friday, Dec. 3
Whalers vs. Mississauga
at Compuware Arena, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 4

KiDS
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players’ neighbors, their
friends and business owners in
the community. Whatever we
raise, we are going to give to
the hospital and tell them to
use it however they see fit to
best help the kids in the oncol-

- ogy ward”..

For mf)re information on this
fund-raiser, visit the team’s
Web site at ,
www.eteamz.com/cantonchief-
shockey; or e-mail Behen at

‘mbehen@pet.wayne.edu.

Hopefully, this imaginative
and u e fund-raiser will
spur other area teams to initi-
ate similar programs to benefit
severely ill children.

According to hockey tradi-
tion, whenever a player scores
three goals in a game, fans take
off their hats and throw them

onto the ice in recognition of a

hat trick. .
My hat is off to the Canton
hockey program for an idea

m

‘been dealt a jarring, life- ™"

‘to matching.

All money raised will be
donated to CHM to assist in -~
the care and treatment of -«
the hospital's young, cance-
stricken patients, who have

118

alteing blow that no or-ice

body-check can come close:

M

that will not only provide .
added incentive to its players,....
but serve as an inspiring power;.
play for a worthwhile cause.

f

Ed Wright is the sports editor for the - “.
Plymouth and Cantfon Observers.He canbe
reached at (734) 953-2108 or :

ewright@oe.homecomm.net,

Whalers vs. Kitchener
at Compuware Arena, 7:30 p.m.
TBA - time to be announced.
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Get a jump on the competition]
at Spring Training 2005, 2
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Presented By
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national training program. Six
weeks of advanced hitting and
pitching instruction for just $95

Jan. 23 - March 6
Cabrini HS

CONFERENCE

Sessions for grades 1-12
Top area-coaches ° 5:1 ratio
Great indoor facilities * Batting cages
Space In cach sessicn is limited &
For detalls, phone 866-MBA-HITS or visit

www.BaseballAcademy.net k

To order tickets

As seen on
2 “Your Friend %~
in the Business” €
. . on'WDIY '
Channel 4 TV

vstlmates « Licensed and Insured
-~ Michigan State Lic. 71-01 599

) Ford Road Garden City
Showroom and Parts

Purchase tickets in gerson by visitin

TICKETS: VIP CLUB LEVEL $55.00 » RESERVED SEATS $45.00 and $25.00

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 30 YEARS
SALES OISERVI%E o INSTALLATIONO»PARTS

ALL MAKES
and MODE'LS

the Ford Field ticket offlce.
hone call Ticketmaster 248-645-6666
or v:sut www.ticketmaster.com
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Fast-starting Whalers Vigilante feels rlqht at home with Whalers

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WR%TER

Over-conﬁdence, boredom
and missing players combined
to spell doom for the Plymouth
Whalers in their 5-2 loss to
Windsor Wednesday night at
the Compuware Sports Arena.
. The loss dropped Plymouth’s
Ontario Hockey League record
10 8-10-4-2. The Whalers fell
four points behind the West
Division-leading Spitfires, who
1mproved to 11-11-2-2,

Plymouth played without
three key players: Jonas
Fiedler, who was serving a sus-
pension; John Armstrong, who
was injured; and Mike Looby,
who had returned to
Brampton, Ont. following the
unexpected death of his father
last week.

Whaler coach Mike Vellueei
said his team may have gotten
a little too relaxed after it built
a 2-0 Jead after playing a near-
perfect opening 17 minutes.
Windsor grabbed back some
momentum at the 16:58 mark
of the first period when Ryan
Garlock scored on a seemingly
soft shot from in front of the
net.

“I told the guys that they
played the best 20 minutes of
hockey they've played all year
in the first period and the
worst hockey they've played all
year in the second and third
periods,” Vellueei said. “But
that's the sign of an inexperi-
enced team, which we are, We
have to play hard all 60 min-
utes or we're not going to win.”
" Vellucci said Ryan Nie, his
usually dependable goalie, may
have been lulled into a state of
relaxation prior to yielding
Garlock’s momentum-shifting

_goal.

“I think my goalie may have
gotten a little bored after not
facing one shot the first 15
minutes,” Vellucci said. -

The game opened as if it

finish poorly, lose 5-2

Whaler coach Mike Vellueci

said his team may have got-
ten a little too relaxed after
it built a 2-0 lead after play-

-ing a near-perfect opening 1

minutes. Windsor grabbed
back some momentum at the
16:58 mark of the first peri-
od.

would be a rout in the Whalers’
favor when Mike Knight and
John Mitchell both scored in
the first 12:10 to make it 2-0.
Knight's fourth goal of the sea-
son was assisted by John
Vigilante and Craig Cescon
while Mitchell’s came off
helpers from Knight and James
Neal. Plymouth outshot the
Spitfires, 14-5, in the opening
stanza, yet led just 2-1.

Windsor seized a 3-2 lead
after two period on goals from
Cal O’Reilly and Paul
Giallonardo. O’Reilly’s goal was
unassisted; Garlock and Steve
Downie were credited with
assists on Giallonardo’s goal.

The game’s pivotal goal came
eight minutes into the final
period when Spitfire center
Jason Dixon beat Nie with a
deflection off Ryan Donally’s
slap shot to make it 4-2.
Downie pushed in an empty-
netter with 55 seconds remain-
ing to seal the deal.

Plymouth outshot Windsor,
28-21, but was stymied by
goalie Kyle Knechtel following
the promising opening period.
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BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Don’t think Plymouth Whaler John
Vigilante doesn’t appreciate living just a
long Zamboni ride from the Compuware
Sports Arena, his home away from home
during the seven-month Ontario Hockey
League season.

The 19-year-old Dearborn native is the
envy of several of his Canadian-born
teammates, who get to visit home during
the season about as often as hockey
goalies fight — hardly ever.

“I love living just a half hour away,’
Vigilante said. “Most of my teammates’
homes are several hours away, so they live
with families arcund here, which is nice,
but it’s different living in the house you
grew up in. I get home-cooked meals
every night and I have family and friends
at every home game.”

Like the Whalers, Vigilante started
slowly this season, finding the net just
twice in the season’s first month.

However, like the Whalers, he has heated

up over the past week, scoring three times
to raise his season totals to five goals and
eight assists.

“I struggled a little bit early on, but
lately it seems I've been getting more
opportunities to score,” Vigilante said.
“We have a young team, so we knew it
might take a while to get going this sea~
son. We've been playing with more confi-
dence lately, though, and it shows.”

Following a productive youth-hockey
career, the 6-foot, 200-pound Vigilante
was drafted by the Whalers in the 11th
round of the 2001 OHL draft.

He has been a fixture on the team’s top
lines the past few years, and has scored
50 goals and dished out 70 assists
through Wednesday’s 5-2 loss to
Windsor. Vigilante said he was debating
which college to attend when he was
drafted by the Whalers.

“Iwas deciding between Michigan and
Wisconsin,” said Vigilante, who was
recruited to play hockey by both schools.
“But when I was drafted by the Whalers,
it made my decision easy. This is such a
great organization to play for, plus it was
close to home. I have no regrets.”

A graduate of Dearborn Edsel Ford
High School, Vigilante said the highlight
of his young career came when he played
for the United States under-17 all-star
team three years ago.

“We beat Canada in the finals to win
the World Championships,” said

Dearborn native John Vigilante finds playing close to home advantageous, especially when it comes to

home cooking and having family and friends attend his games.

Vigilante, who was the team’s second-
leading scorer. “It was the first time I had
an opportunity to play against the great-
est talent from all over the world. It was
pretty exciting.”

During the off-season, Vigilante runs a
hockey school with his older brother,
Mike, who plays minor-league hockey for
the Portland Pirates.

“It’s a great summer job,” said Vigilante.
“We run it at the Dearborn Ice Arena.
They publicize it for us, and we've had a
pretty good turn-out. It’s something I

-p
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in Detroit, -

CHANGE

| for the homeless and hungry

Take time to speak with a few
homeless people and one thing
becomes obvious: there’s no singte path
that leads to life on the street. It could
be a job loss or drug addiction, it makes
no difference, to us. In the past year, The
Salvation Army served 2,191,095 meals,
or an average of 6,003 meals per day,
and provided 595,015 nights of shelter,
or an average of 1,630 bads per night.
The numbers are staggering. The need

is heartbreaking, And it all adds up to a
hugs opportunity to make a difference
for the homeless and hungry
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Your gift will help Th

Did you know that the number of people in met'ropolitan Detroit
needing help with basics like food and shelter has increased by
33 percent over the past three years?

But our abiity to protect and support our vuinerabie men,
women and children is at risk this holiday season. With fewer
public locations available for our Red Kettles, we need your he!p
t0 Make Change H’appen for people who need us most . . .

Don't wait to hear the bell ringing! Call or
click and Make Change Happen today!
1-877-SAL-MICH or RedKettleCampaign.org

e Salvatlon Army bring real and last-
ing changes to'the lives of thousands of people in need
this holiday season and throughout the year. By sharing
with The Salvation Army, you help Make Change Happen. ..
and bring hope where once there was despair.

 Of Erhard

Enter The World

would like to continue to do once my
hockey career is over.”

Vigilante said he has dreams of one day
playing in the National Hockey League —
if the work stoppage ever ends. But if that
goal never materializes, he has alternates
plans in place.

“I'm taking classes at Madonna
University, so I want to get a college -
degree,” he said. “Then I'd like to get into
teaching and coaching.”
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2005 325' * Nicely Equipped

« Atutomatic
Transmission

+ Moonroof

+ and More!

" TheUiingte
Reiving Manhine®

Standard Ride,
Standard Ride,
Standard Ride,
High Performance Ride,
High Performance Ride,
High Performance Ride,

The Gift of Excitement

GLIDER RIDES
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Stili the most exciting gift you can give...EVERYONE remembers this gift forever!
Thousands of peop!e have enjoyed these' truly exciting beautiful rides over the
Grand River of ionia. Gift Gertificates Avaiiabie, -

2,500 Height............oomcrerervirrerrecenr 358
5,000 Height.......c.ccornennccrrcrnnernnnnin $110
10,000 Height..........cooocvrviverinennn $190

2,500 Height........cocrorermvrvireccrninnninn 370
5,000 Height..........occovvericciriirenenn.. $130
10,000 MBL Height........c.c.oe.cs

THE FLEDGING

A three flight package to introduce learning to fly a gllder1.............$220

Benz Aviation Servxces, Glider
L Rides, Glider Training,
Rentals@Towing, Altplane
Training, Privats - Commercial,
Aircraft Maintenance, Aerial
Slans, Aviation Fuel - 100LL,
Hangers
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BENZ AVIATION

Ioma County Airport 3147 South State Road, lenia, Ml 48846

1-800-527-9070

Flying without an engine since 1968
www.benzaviation.com

Folfow your favdrite
high school sports team

in the Observer

each week
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