Dream come true -

Being a Rockette is a fot of
hard work, but glamorous and
fun, too. :
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Santa & Snowflakes
Christmas walk benefits
historical preservation
efforts.
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Travel contest
Play our word search for
a chance to win great
prizes and fun courtesy
of Worry Free Vacations
and the Observer
Newspapers.
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Cheer Club

The holiday season
is here and so is the
Plymouth-Canton
Observer Cheer Club.

Please join us by
bringing donations of
new toys and canned
or boxed food to our
office at 794 S. Main
in Plymouth, during
business hcu.s 8:30
ﬂ l“ i‘ A HE
\norday

The |‘*em> w.!I he
collected until Friday,
Dec. 10, when we'il
turn them over to the
good folks at the
Piymouth Salvation
Army. They'll distrib-
ute the donations to
needy people in
Piymouth, Canton,
Northville and
Belleville,

" When you bring

" your donations to the

office, we'il ask you to
feave your name and
hometown, so we can
recognize your gen-
erosity in the paper.
Of course, you're per-
fectly abie to remain
anonymeous if you pre-
fer.

For more informa-
tion, give us a call at
(734) 459-2700.
Happy holidays, and
please keep our Cheer
Ciub in mindi

coats donated

‘The Canton Police
Department recently
donated ahout 60
used winter coats,
previously used by
officers, to the
Salvation Army in
Plymouth.

The coats were
made available
because the Canton
police recently
switched uniforms
from their traditionat
navy blue that were
standard issue for
many years to all
black. ,

Canton Police Sqt.
Todd Mutchier deliv-
ared the coats, all of
which are in good con-
dition, to the
Salvation Army last
week.
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Conviction lands Hill work-release

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF. WRITER

Harry Hill Jr,, former presi-
dent of the Canton Community
Junior Baseball/Softball
Association, was sentenced to
five years probation Tuesday
after being convicted of embez-
zling funds in excess of
$20,000 from the association, a
potential 10-year felony.

He'll serve one year in Wayne
County jail on a work release
program, meaning that he'll be

free to work during the day but
must spend the rest of the time
in lockup, That sentence begins
Nov. 30.

Other terms of the sentence,
imposed by Wayne County
Third Circuit Judge Brian
Sullivan, mandate that Hill
must pay fines and court costs,
no longer gamble, no longer be
in a position of trust and no
longer maintain a checkbook
for other persons or with other
persons excluding his wife,

A restitution hearing will be

set, probably in December, to
determine how much money-
Hill actually owes the league.

Hill, who is accused of
ernbezzling about $169,000
from the league and using the
money for gambling in Detroit
area casinos, was convicted in
October in a second trial. The
first, a four-day trial in . -
September, ended in a hung
jury.

in imposing the sentence,
Sullivan told Hill that he
deserved to go to prison.

“But if I send you to prison,
yau're going tolose your job
and then you won’t be able to
pay back the money you owe
the league,” Sullivan said.

Hill briefly addressed the
court and asked the judge to
show leniency.

The three-month long police
investigation began in
November 2003, when Canton
police received a tip that Hill
might have been taking money
meant for the baseball/softball
association.

He was accused of writing
checks to himself out of associa-~
tion funds and using the money
for gambling: In the September
circuit court trial, representa-
tives of Greektown Casino and
Casino Windsor testified that
records showed Hill had lost
money in their casinos in 2003.

After the September trial .
ended in a deadlocked jury, Hill
was convicted in October after a
three-day trial. That jury deliber-
ated less than an hour before
coming ba%k with a guilty verdict.

Hair to
help

Local girl

donates hair for

sick children

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Kristine Lentz’s first haircut in
three years was a doozy.

Sitting in an old barber’s chair in

Redford Friday, the Canton 10-
year-old sat by silently and
watched as more than 11 inches of
her beautiful brown locks were
shorn off and careﬁllly placed into
a plastic bag.

It’s not that Kristine necessarily
wanted to see her hair cut off. She
actually likes her hair just fine.

But she made the decision three
vears ago that she wamed 0

Aonute b reanization
called Lo Laove, o Flovdae
pased nonpi'uﬁt that aids
Iy disadvantaged children with
medical hair loss. Since its incep-
tion in 1997, the group has provid-

ed custom-fitted hair prosthetics to

more than 1,000 children, mostly
suffering from an auto-immune
condition called alopecia areata,
which has no known cure.

To make these special hairpieces,

which must be hand-assembled,
the group uses human hair, and
relies on hair donations nearly as
much as it does on the monetary

kind. These donated locks arrive by

the thousands in little plastic bags,

with the vast majority coming from

children.

This is why Kristine found her-
self at Cardinal’s Barber Shop in
Redford last week.

The Tonda Elementary student
learned about Locks of Love three
years ago from a classmate, who
talked about it during show-and-
tell. Impressed, Kristine went
home and decided to get her own
hair cut, so she could send it to the
group.

But it wasn’t just a hastily made
decision. She had added inspira-
tion. Both of her grandmothers
have died of cancer, and she saw

financial-

dent had more than 11 inches cut off.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Kristine Lentz shows off the hair she is donating to Locks of Love. The Tonda Elementary stu-

this as a way make a dif-
ference.

So you can imagine
how disappointed she
must have been when
she learned several
weeks later that the hair
she sent was too short
for the group to use.
What she sent in was
seven inches long, but
Locks of Love needs a
minimum of 10 inches
because of the way the

PLEASE SEE LOCKS, A2

Kristine Lentz, 10, watches as stylist Sam Jasmund cuts more
than 1t inches of her hair on Friday.

manship

Local fans sit
ringside for
‘basket brawl’

Women were ‘captains’
for Palace fight nlght

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Gayle Weast of Plymouth and Patti
Cappuccitti of Canton Township are fanatical
Detroit Pistons fans. Enough so that Weast
(who has season tickets), Cappuccitti and a
couple of other friends attend nearly 25 games
a year at The Palace of Auburn Hills to cheer
on their favorite team.

The four have become quite popular at The
Palace, rooting on the Pistons while wearing
jerseys and buttons and slapping ThunderStix
to make noise.

In fact, Weast, Cappuccitti and their friend,
Bobbie Krajca of Bloomfield Township, were
honorary captains at Friday night's game
against the Indiana Pacers, meeting at center
court with Pistons plavers Ben Wallace and
Chauncey Billups and the Pacers” Jermaine
O'Neal and Austin Croshere before tipoff.

Usually, before the game, the referees
remind the team captains about good sports-

“I guess we didn’t do a very good job,” said
Weast, whose group was treated to seats four
rows behind the Pistons’ bench.

With just 45 seconds left in the game, and
the Pistons down by 15 points, a melee began
as a confrontation on the court resulted in
Pacers’ players charging into the stands and
fighting with fans in what is being called a
“basket brawl.”

“We sat just one section over (from the
fighting), so we were pretty close to it,” Weast,
62, said. “Television couldn’t show the drama
as much as watching it in person.

“We grabbed our purses and coats, but I
told the girls not to head toward the floor .
because that’s where it will probably end up,’
she said, “which it did.”

At 4«-feet-10- and-a-half—mches, g
57, had a hard time seeing what was happen-
ing when fans stood up as Indiana’s Ron
Artest and Stephen Jankson racec ‘into the
stands to fight fans. ' ) :

~ “Tlooked at the momtor and saw’ they were

(ppuccitti,

Cappuccitii. “You could see tne people rushmg
to the floor and the police came. It was unbe-
lievable, but I didn’t feel scared.”

PLEASE SEE PISTONS, A4

Workers ante up, provide

turkeys for the needy

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Wayne County Executive Robert
Ficano visited the Tri-City
Christian Center in Canton on
Monday, one of several stops
throughout the county where he
delivered turkeys to6 help needy
families for Thanksgiving.

The county’s 5,000-member
workforce donated several thou-
sand dollars, enough to purchase

1,000 turkeys, which will be dis-

tributed at a number of food

pantries including the one operat-

ed by Tri-City.
“The generosity of the county

workforee is not surprising. This

year the county also donated
ramps for disabled people. It’s
very humbling to represent so

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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many good people,” said Ficano,
who noted many food pantries are

PLEASE SEE THANKSGIVING, A2

Steve Darr (ieft), of Tri-City Christian

" Center, explains the operations of the

food pantry program to Wayne County
Executive Robert Ficano. N
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NUTCRACKER BALLET _

* The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra joins with the -
Plymouth-Canton Ballet
Company for its traditional -
presentation of Tchdikovsky's
Nutcracker Ballet.
Performances are scheduled for
11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 4 and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
5 at Salem High School audito-
rium. Admission is $20 for
adults, $10 for children, The
Sugar Plum Tea follows the 11
a.m. Saturday performance and
the 2 p.m. Sunday performance.
Tickets for the tea are $5. For
tickets, seagon subscriptions or
more information,-call the sym-
phony office at (734) 451-2112.

CRAFT FAIR

. Tri-City Christian in Canton
will hold its annual Hokiday
Craft Fair on Dec. 4. More than
75 crafters will be selling their
wares. Refreshments and a
bake sale will also be high-
lights. Tri-City is located at
3855 Sheldon Rd., just north of
Michigan Ave, There is a $1
admission, For more informa-
tion, call (734) 397-0819.

USED SPORTING GOODS

Canton Leisure Services will
sponsor its annual used sports
equipment sale on Dec. 4 at
the Canton Softball Center’s

Friday Nov.26 Only !!|

Hobby Quality
HO Train Sot

Retail §79.99

AROUND TOWN

Diamonds restaurant. The
public is invited to bring in
gently used equipment and sell
it. Employees staff the sale, so
there is no need to be present
at the sale. If you wish to sell
items, bring thém in on Dec. 3
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. to be
priced and tagged for the sale.
You set the price. Canton -
Leisure Services will keep 15 -
percent of the profits from all
items sold during the sale. The
sale will run fromi 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. For more information,
call (734) 394-5460.

HEWITT HONORED

DCFU Financial Mortgage
Loan Officer Wendy Hewitt,
for the second year in a row,
holds the title of being the only
credit union mortgage special-
ist in the nation to earn a top
spot on “Mortgage Originator
Magazine’s” list

Hewitt works
in DCFU
Financial’s
{ branchin
Canton, which

' opened in
Hewitt 2004.

Hewitt closed a record of
1,047 mortgage loans last year.
This ranked her 32nd nation-
wide among more than 1,000
loan orilginators who reported
their sales to the national

Sky Screamer
R/€C Airploane
gy, Retail $99.99,

g2

mortgage trﬁde magazine,
VILLAGE CHRISTMAS

Here is an updated list of
entertainment events for the

‘Christmas in Cherry Hill

Village weekend, scheduled for
Saturday, Nov. 27.

Main stage entertainment
scheduled at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill (located
at 50400 Cherry Hill Rd.):

M 12 to 12:30 p.m. -- Village
Music, Plymouth Children’s
sing a long for Santa’s'arrival .

M 12:45 to 1:15 p.m. -
Central City Dance
~ W1:30t02:00pm. -
Canton Community Chorus

M 2:15 to 2:45 p.m. - Wally
Pleasant-music
entertainer/comedian

Ml 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. -
Renaissance Barber Shop
Quartet and Chorus

M 3:30 to 4:00 p.m. - Vocal
Arts Ensemble of Michigan-a
Capella music

M 4:15 to 5:00 p.m. - Canton
Community Band

Strolling entertainment
schedule:

M 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. -
Canton Youth Theater ~
Newsboys/Newsgirls announc-
ing Santa’s arrival

M 12:00 p.m. t0 5:00 p.m. -
Scrooge

M 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. -
Newsboys — Franklin High
School v '

"l 12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. -
High Wheel
Cyclist/Juggler/Magician

M 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

- Caricaturist

M 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. -
Stiltwalker-Father Christmas

M 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. -
Juggler/magician (tentative)

M 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. -
Krispy Krackers

Tree of Life attracts shoppers

Angela Hospice’s annual
Tree of Life opened Nov. 22 at .
Laurel Park Place in Livonia,
marking the 17th year for this
fund-raiser, which supports
Angela Hospice’s programs
serving terminally ill children
and adults. . :

_The Tree of Life is a familiar
site to many Laurel Park Place
shoppers who have placed an
angel ornament honoring their
loved one on the tree, fora
donation to Angela Hospice.

“The Tree of Life has become
a holiday tradition for many
mall shoppers and Angela
Hospice supporters,” said’
Sister Mary Giovanni, Angela
Hospice President. “It is very
moving for people when they
see the ornaments for their
loved ones lit up on the tree.
This is a wonderful way to
honor family and friends.”

The popularity of the Tree of
Life has grown through the’
past 17 years, with more and
more shoppers taking the time
to visit the tree each year.
Angela Hospice’s Development
Manager Alice Barringer
expects that trend to continue,

“The holidays are a time
when we celebrate with our

Nov. 20.

family and friends,” said
Barringer.

“We may do that with pres-
ents, cards, or parties, but the
Tree of Life gives us a way to
honor the loved ones we've lost
as well. This can be a very
meaningful experience.”

The Tree of Life will be on

Canton resident Leonard Bastuba and Westland resident Catheriné'CObrﬁh
were among those to attend the Tree of Life opening ceremony on Saturday,

display next to the Von

Maur entrance inside 7
Laurel Park Place, through = -
December 30. To add an orna-*
ment honoring your loved one, -
visit the Tree of Life in person
during mall hours, or call
Angela Hospice at 734-HOS-
PICE. '

LOCKS

FROM PAGE Al

hair prosthetics are manufac-
tured.

Undaunted, Kristine went
right back to work, promising
she wouldn'’t stop growing her
hair until it reached the proper
length. On Friday it had.

she said, sitting in the chair
and wondering what her Tonda
classmates were going to think
when she returned to the class-
room on Monday.

Kristine’s mother, Annette
Lentz, witnessed the shearing
of her daughter’s hair, and
couldn’t believe how different
she Jooked, going from long
hair to a short bob.

“I am very proud of her, and
was when she first decided to

do it three years ago,” Lentz
said. “This is so great. She is so
independent. She said she
wants to do it one more time.”

To make a hair donation to
Locks of Love, hair must be at
least 10 inches in length, bun-
dled in a pony tail or braid, and
placed in a plastic bag.

To learn more specific
instructions, visit the group’s
Web site at

= 21499
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THANKSGIVING

Connections program, said the
turkeys were a true blessing,
because Gleaners, which usual-
Iy donates turkeys to Tri-City

A much-needed surprise,” Darr -

Wayne, Inkster and Belleville.
He said the demand is greater
than ever, however. Last week, -
192 families showed up, repre-

v . ;

Professioncal set Telescope EROMPAG said i
Retail $149.99 ‘ Retail $199.99 HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FROM PAGE A1 Tri-City provides roughly i
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5 Marelam Bareyiag Gazo i harp decline i families every week, usuall

. g ¢ | reporting a sharp decline in amilies every , y i
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* Profession Qusitty : : i Tri-City’s Steve Darr, who a 10-mile radius, including from I
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for Thanksgiving, recently noti-
fed the church that E
e able to do so this year, That

1 sent Darr and other church

organizers scrambling to find

replacements at a low cost.

3 . “We've been around begging
' grocery stores to help us, so

senting some 710 people.

T v of people we're
serving seems to be going up
evely weeh.” Darr said. “We
really don't have enough food
to help more than has been
showing up. We've reached our
limit”
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Hands On Center For Physical Therapy
THE LOWDOWN ON LOW BACK PAIN

It is estimated that 80% of may be helpful to consult with
Americans will have signifi- a physical therapist who can b
cant low back pain at some guide you through a rehabili- §
point in their fives. Lower back tation program.
pain is second only to the  If you are suffering from
common cold as the leading chronic lower back pain, ask
cause of lost workdays for your doctor about the benefits &
adults under the age of 45. of physical therapy as a part of
Common causes of tow back your treatment program. At
pain include sprain and strain; HANDS ON CENTER FOR
wear and tear associated with PHYSICAL THERAPY, we pro-
age, osteoporosis, and frac- vide rehabilitation for ortho- [
tures; or a protruding disc, pedic and sports injuries
Most low back pain.can be including those involvin
treated with medication and necks and backs and industria
activity modification, and most injuries. To schedule an
research indicates that light appoiniment cali us at 455-
activity speeds healing and 8370. We are conveniently
recovery, With this in mind,

located at 650 South Main
once the pain decreases, it Street in downtown Plymouth.

£ ”_‘Gr‘.eérihilvls School »
6-12th Grade Information Night

Greenhills is a school where

individual attention and

R AR T

participation equal high

| achievement for all students.

RS

&2

Students travel across our
region tobea partof

" Greenbhills School,' and they
enrich our community. Now

PS. Rehabilitation for fower back pain will increase muscle strength
in the lower back and abdomen, as well as improve flexibility.

S R L R S A A A R R R N

we are coming to your
hometown to help you learn
more about Greenhills.

You are invited to meet Greenhills
parents and students from Plymouth
and Canton at: :

11998 Fox Ridge Drive
Plymouth, Michigan 48170

P

Tuesday, November 30, 7:00 pm

850 Greenhilis Drive
Ann Arbor, Mi 48105
734-769-4010

- spine |

IN THE OLD VILLAGE
620 STARKWEATHER

734-453-1860

Inquire now. Financial aid avallable. Greenhilis

Schoot adimits students of any race, color, or national

and ethnic origin to alt the rights, privileges, programs, .
and activities generally accorded or made available {o
students at the school. . ’ ‘

Greenhifllsl
School

admission@greenhitisschool.org
www.greenhilisschool.org

PDFQEQ8276874

OE08277594 §



http://www.hometowniife.com
http://www.ridera.eom
mailto:admlsslon@greenhillsschooi.org
http://www.greenhilisschool.org
http://www.locksoflove.org

! www.hometownlife.com

| LOCAL NEWS |

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, November 25, 2004

© B

lTears cheers
mark new citizens

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WR!TER

They came from 53 coun-
tries, spent at least five years
lgarning the customs, laws and
language of the United States.
And Friday morning, 251 peo-
ple became Americans. -

. 'The new citizens and their
family members and friends
packed the gymnasium of
Smith Middle School in Troy.
Shaking off their jackets, still
wet from the cold drizzle out-
side, they listened, cheered and
even cried during the swear-
ing-in ceremony.

. “Thls is a really big day for
us,” said Connie Khoshi, of -
Warren. Her husband, Rafid,
moved to the United States
- from Iraq seven years ago.
They've been married for two
years, and through the ceremo-
ny, the couple’s 7-month-old
daughter, Ciel, smiled and
squirmed and tugged at her
mother’s blouse.

“When he was notified that
. he passed his (citizenship) test,

he feltlikea weight had been
lifted from his shoulders. He
felt more like he had the right
to be here as a citizen, rather
than as someone who just has
permission to work here,”
Khoshi said. “He knows it’s

. important to have the rights

and freedoms and responsibili-
ties of being a citizen.”

Just moments after taking
her oath, Yan Jiang, of Canton,
barely feit like a cmzen, she
said.

“ feel a little American, but
I'm just starting to,” she said.
Jiang has lived in the United
States since moving here from
China in 1995.

“I wanted to be a citizen
because this is just a great
country. I gave it alot of
thought. It is a little hard to
give up Chinese citizenship,
but it’s worth it,” she said., “It’s
just a great country”

The ceremony gave
American-born citizens a
chance to think about their
own heritage and what it
means to be American, said

HEATHER ROUSSEAU

Thipaporn Dh:tlrojana from Thaitand is happy to become a United Stated citi-
zen durmq the swearing-in ceremonv on Friday.

Judge Michael Martone of the
52nd District Court, who
recalled the story of a man he
swore in years ago.

“D've been waiting for this my
whole life,” the man told
Martone, who asked where he
was from, assuming the new
citizen would tell him he had
come from Eastern Europe or
the Soviet Union, Instead, the
man told him he was from

‘Toronto. “It made me think

about how important my own
citizenship is,” Martone said.
“Before that, I always thought
of myself as an Italian-
American. That day, I became

an American of Italian.
descent.” -
It’s not easy to be an

American right now, especially
_during war time, Martone said.

“We ask you to stand shoul-
der to shoulder with us,” he
said, thanking them for mak-
ing the sacrifice to become citi-
zens in spite of difficulty.

*Eastern District U.S. District
Court Judge David Lawson
also thanked the new citizens.

“You have traveled and stud-
ied and sacrificed to become
Americans,” he said. “You are
what makes this nation a great
nation.” °

There's much for which to be thankful

Annual basket donations
provide holiday happiness

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Some 200 needy families in
the area are celebrating
Thanksgiving with a tradition-
al meal, and they've got the
volunteers and generous
donors who help the Plymouth
Salvation Army to thank for it.

Volunteers spent most of
Monday afternoon packing

PEN THEG

some 200 boxes with the kinds
of goodies traditionally served
on Thanksgiving tables.

“We like to help as many
people as we can, that’s pretty
much our mission,” said Bill
Moritz, the Salvation Army’s
outreach coordinator. “We
couldn’t possibly do it without
the generosity of the commu-
nity”

Each box contained canned

goods, turkey, veggies, pota-~
toes and a pie and other
assorted goodies.

Much of the canned goods
came were raised in canned
food drives conducted at
Plymouth-Canton middle
schools,

At Allen Elementary School,
for instance, a pizza party was
at stake for the winning class
in a canned food drive, organ-
ized by the Allen Student
Council.

Competition was fierce and
ended up in a tie between
Terri Kolakowski’s fourth-
grade class and the fifth-

graders in Gail Maloney’s
class. ‘

“It’s very satisfying when
you see the children in our
community care that much
about helping,” Moritz said.
“That’s a pretty good indica-
tion of what this commumty is
like.”

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
(734} 459-2700

- BY DARRELI. CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A former Westland resident
and her niece, formerly of
Canton, have pleaded guilty to
filing false tax returns totaling
$61,000.

Linda Jean Taylor, 45, and
niece Dwayna Allen, 27, admit-
ted their involvement in a tax-
cheating scheme in which tax
returns falsely listed depend-
ents and bogus businesses, U.S.
authorities said.

Taylor, now of Inkster, plead-
ed guilty to two counts of filing
false and fictitious claims to
the Internal Revenue Service. |
She also admitted her guilt in
three counts of identity theft.

Allen, also now living in
Inkster, pleaded guilty to three
counts of aiding and abetting
in the filing of false tax returns.

The women made their
guilty pleas in front of U.S.
District Judge Avern Cohn in
Detroit, federal authorities
announced last week.

On Monday, IRS criminal
investigation spokesman
Stephen Moore said federal
authorities have recommended
that Taylor receive 18-24
months in prison for her
crimes and that Allen be given
no more than a six-month
term.

Their formal sentencings are
pending.

According to court records,
Taylor prepared 24 federal tax
returns for 12 people that false-
ly listed dependents and non-
existing businesses during
1999 and 2000. Allen was

2 plead qullty fo
income fax fraud

accused of providing some of
the information for the tax
returns.

Taylor created fictitious
cleaning services and child care
businesses so that larger tax
refunds could be obtained.
Allen’s former Canton address
was used to receive refund
checks.

When a check would come -
in, Allen would drive the tax-
payer to a convenience store to
cash it. Then, authorities said,
she would collect a $1,000 fee
for Taylor’s preparation of
fraudulent claims. .

Taylor also was accused,

without permission, of using
the names and Secial Security
numbers of three people who
had the same name as hers.
She was accused of usingthe !
information to file false tax
feturns and to receive fraudu-
lent refunds.

Taylor admitted signing and
cashing those checks and keep
ing almost $7,000 in tax
refunds for her own use,
according to a joint statement
from U.S. Attorney Craig S.
Morford and IRS Acting -
Special Agent Sandi Carter.

“This investigation is an
example of the havoc thatan
abusive return preparer can
cause,” Carter said. “When the
IRS detects false returns, not
only can the return preparer
find themselves subject to
criminal prosecutions, but the
taxpayers can also be exposed
to criminal actions, along with
the responsibility to pay addi-
tional taxes with interest and
penalties.”
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project h

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

Residents of Creek
Crossings, a small, 10-house
site condominium project .
southwest of Haggerty and
Cherry Hill roads, say they
have been left ... well ...up a
creek by the developer.

The problem, according to
resident Randy Temple, is that
the developer took off before
the project was completed,
leaving the street unfinished
and a detention pond that is
not being maintained.

“The developer took off and.
left us high and dry,” he said.
“There’s a four-inch drop-off
on everyone’s driveway, The
sidewalk is unfinished. I've
fallen twice. My dad has fall-
en)”

Temple questions why the
developer was not required to
post bond money with the
township in order to cover the
cost of finishing the street in
case he defaulted on the proj-
ect.

He claims the township has
“washed their hands with us.’

“If they’re building in the
township, why was there no
money in escrow to make sure
these roads were finished?
Nobody from the township
came out to make sure every-
thing was completed,” he said.

Township officials say the
problem is more complicated
than that.

Since the project was devel-
oped as a site condominium
project rather that a subdivi-
sion, the road is private, mean-
ing that it is hot turned over to
Wayrie County once everything
is complete. '

The road, and the detention
pond, become the responsibili-
ty of the homeowners associa-
tion. ‘

* But Temple, who bought the
ninth house in the develop-
‘ment about four years ago, said
the master deed called for-a 10-
house homeowners associa-
tion, which they could not
form until the 10th house was
completed. Although the 10th

Residents: Deve
eft condominiu
gh anc

house was eventually built
almost two years ago, the asso-
ciation was never formed.
“Ninety-nine point nine per-
cent of what we want done is
the roads,” Temple said. “If
somebody came though and
fell, all 10 houses are liable, We
can’t get a snowplow down the
road. They don’t want to come
down there. I'm at the point

now I don’t even want to live
there”

TOWNSHIP'S HANDS TIED

Kris Sanders, Canton’s
neighborhood coordinator,
says the township recognizes
the problem, but their hands
are pretty much tied due to the
nature of the project.

She said she’s been aware of
the problem since at least
November of 2000.

“I've talked with about half
the homeowners,” she said.
“They didn’t want to organize
themselves to go after the
developer. The court has done
that through the condominium
act with the state.” :

She said the township has
also been looking for the devel-
oper, Mark Freedman, but
without success.

“Our attorney had a process
server looking for him,” she
said. “But they couldn’t find
him.”

As far as no bond money
being put up by the developer,
Sanders said that was not
required at the time the project
was started for private roads.

Charlie Mott, president of
the homeowners advisory
council, an organization of
homeowners associations rep-
resentatives, said because of
situations like this, his group
petitioned the township to
require a bond for private road
projects.

“Now they take money
from the developer and hold it
until a project is completed,’
he said.

“But in this case the
township’s hands are tied.
There are certain things they
can’t do.”

§ I-OCAI. NEWS é ’ ' : oo homciowniifecom

Randy Tempfe is unhappy about the state of the road and other issues in his
Canton neighborhood near Haggerty and Cherry Hill.

DEVELOPER DISAPPEARED

Canton Engineer Tom Casari
said the township has been
attempting to help out the resi-
dents but there is only so much
they can do.

- “We have pursued the devel-
oper for the last couple of
years,” he said. “We haven’t
been able to find him and get
him into court. We're doing all
we can do legally on our end.”

Casari said as far as the
detention pond is concerned, it
is the responsibility of the
homeowners (or the home-
owners association) to main-
tain.

“We've done some minor
work to sort of help them out,”
he said. “We've sent crews out
to keep things working proper-
ly. But it’s theirs to maintain.”

Casari said as far as the
developer is concerned, all the
township could do, if they
could find him, is to cite him
for ordinance violations.

“That’s a $500 fine,” he said.
“It hampers our ability to do
anything.”

Township Planner Jeff
Goulet said the problem with
the road was that originally
there was not enough base put
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Gayle Weast of Plymouth, Bobbie Krajca of Bloomfield Township and
Patti Cappuccitti of Canton were honorary captains at the Pistons’
game friday, shaking hands with Pistons Chauncey Billups and Ben
Wallace before thie game. - .

PlS‘I’O“s . the Pacers as they left the
court.
“A very small percentage,
FROM PAGE AT maybe 200, of them are

idiots,” said Weast. “They’re
not real Pistons fans. If they
_ have season’s tickets, they

Weast, an astute fari, said
the confrontation on the

" BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER court between Ben Wallace  should have them taken
and Ron Artest partially away.
stemmed as a result of bad “There seems to be a dif-
feelings from last year’s ferent crowd this year, a lot

playoffs. And, when Artest.
laid down on the scorer’s
table with his legs crossed,

of younger guys who seem
to be drinking alot,” added
Weast. “And then we

down.
“The developer had to redo

it, he said. “Once he sold the Weast thought the Pacers thought about it. There’s no
lots he was out of there. The player was taunting the hockey this year, so maybe
problem is the road is deterio- fans. those fans are coming to the

“And when the cup was
thrown on him by the fan, it
was quite frightening the
way e came up in the
stands,” Weast said. “He was
totally out of control. I
wouldn’t have wanted to be
in his way. :

“And, as soon as Jackson
came into the stands, it
went from bad to worse,”

Pistons games.”

However, Weast and
Cappuccitti said they aren’t
afraid of going back to the
Palace to watch another
game. '

“I have never felt
unsafe there, and I can't say
I felt totally unsafe when
this was going on,” said
Weast. ‘

rating. Now it's going to cost
more to repair it. If it had been
done earlier it probably would
only have cost them about
$2,000 apiece”

Goulet said the homeowners
felt that the township should
have gone after the developer.

“We're trying to work with
them,” he said, “They should
have gotten legal advice. They

never collected dues for the she said. “Maybe if security stays at
association. They'’re supposed “Obviously, the fan the level of that during the
to collect dues and maintain was wrong, but Artest playoffs, it will be enough.” -

Cappucecitti, who went
skydiving this summer, said,

had no business going into
the crowd,” added

enough money for mainte-
nance of the road and a reten-

tion pond.” Cappuccitti. “I don'’t get afraid that easi-
And therein appears to lie “The guy who threw the Iy. !
the problem. cup was a season ticket “But, what makes me

holder, so he should have
known Artest was a nut
case.”

If the trio had been in
their regular seats for the
game, they would have been
sitting near the opponent’s
entrance, where fans were
throwing beer and debris at

sad,” said Cappuccitti, “is
that it’s nice to be able to
get near the floor to see the
players and the fans can get
_autographs, and that might
be stopped.”

Sanders said the developer
never met with the homeown-
ers to help them organize an
association. He just left.

“We told them we'll work
with you, but you guys need to
organize yourselves,” she said.
“At some point in time, they’re
going to have to take responsi-
bility for the site.”

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700
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Army
kicks off

kettle
campaign

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Despite the loss of one of its
biggest supporters, the
Plymouth Salvation Army
kicked off its annual Red
Kettle campaign with lots of
music and a healthy dose of
optimism that overcame even
the rain Mother Nature
dumped on the ceremony
Friday.

Canton’s Target store, like
Target stores all over the coun-
try, won't be a kettle location
this year, eliminating some
$15,000 in kettle revenue col-
lected there last year. Target’s
corporate officials decided this
year to ban the Salvation Army
from its storefront while
enforcing corporate policy to
prevent solicitation.

However, the new Michaels
store in Canton and Parkside
Gallery in Plymouth have
stepped up to join some 25
kettle locations, leaving Kettle
Campaign Coordinator Kelly
Zmudzynski hopeful.

“You can't replace Target,
because it was a favorite spot,”
she said. “I am optimistic the
addition of Michaels, along
with the tremendous support
we get from everyone else, will
allow us to meet our goal.”

Last year’s campaign drew
some $158,000, but
Zmudzynski said she left her
2004 goal at 140,000 in an
effort to be conservative in the
face of the loss of Target. The
campaign also lost a popular
Plymouth iocation when the
Little Book Shoppe on the
Park closed earlier this year,
but Parkside Gallery owner

ER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Major Bilt Hogg -

and Captain Curtis Windham add brass bac

Kal Jabara immediately
offered his store, at the high-
traffic corner of Main and Ann
Arbor Trail, to replace the
bookstore.

In addition to the bell-
ringers, there are two other
ways for businesses to get
involved in the campaign,
which starts in earnest
Menday and runsthrough
Dec. 24

B Businesses can sponsor a
kettle for a day for $100. The
donation buys them a sign on
the kettle at the location of
their choice and is “a great way
to support the community,”
Zmudzynski said.

B Put up a counter kettle.,
These smaller versions of the
regular kettles are small
enough to place on counter-
tops near cash registers.
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'DEATHS

¢
Beatrice H. Conroy, 92, formerly of
Birmingham died Nov. 20.

‘ G .. :
Cecelia Josephine Grewe, 82, of
Richmond, died Nov, 20.

K
Emmet Jeremiah Killeen, 82, of
Livonia died Nov, 16.

L
Kenneth M. Lyday, 70, died Nov, 21.

Mary Perry Randal! 83, formerly of
Redford Township died Nov, 22.
Armella Evelyn Richmond, 93, of
Perry died Nov, 21,

Randall W. Russell, 50, of Novi for-
merly of Redford died Nov. 18.

As space permits, the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers print, without
. charge, announcements of class
reunions. Send the information to
Reunions, Observer & Eccentric -
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, MI 48170. Please include the
date of the reunion, one contact per-
son, and a telephone number.
Birmingham High School
A 50-year reunion is planned for Sept.
22-23, 2005, at Radisson Kingsley [nn,
Bloomfield Hills. For.more information
contact Nancy Yarneli Schutte at (248)
646-0235 or nyst937@comcast.net.
Bishop Borgess
Class of 1984
A 20-year reunion is planned for Nov,
26, 2004, For more information, con-
tact George Sulfivan (734) 891-1176 or
e-mail bbhs84@hotmail.com,
Bloomfield Hills Lahser
Class of 1984
A 20-year reunion is planned for 8
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 27, 2004, at Fox
and Hounds at Woodward and Long
Lake Road in Bloomfield Hills, For

REUNIONS

more information contact Christian
George at (248) 398-2840 or chrastlan-
george@comcast.net.

Brother Rice High School
Class of 1984 i
A 20-year reunion is planned for
Friday, Nov. 26, 2004, at Birmingham
Athietic Club. 7:30 p.m, Contacts: Mike
Sarafa (248) 669-7238 or
msarafa@afdom.org; Bernadette
Donohue Dailey (248) 3342101 or
donohue@oakland.edy; Paul Ryder
(248) 645-9140 or recoryder®aol.com.
Class of 1989 -
A 15-year reunion is planned for
Saturday, Nov. 27, 2004, at Big Rock Chop
House. 7:30 p.m. Contacts: Jill Randall
(248) 709-2436; Steve Cosgrove (248)
872-8254 or scosgrove@twsmail.com,
Class of 1994 ) ,
A1C-year reunion is planned for .
Friday, Nov. 26, 2004, at Lucky's Irish
Pub, 7:30 p.m. Contacts: Sarah
Brenner, sbmadigan@sbeglobal.net;
John Taggert (248) 737-0634 of jtag-
gart@argus-group.com; Mick ide (248)
703-4188 or grizzly766@hotmail.com..

Zmudzynski said businesses
can call her when these kettles

fill and she’ll get them >
replaced. _ Custom Designed
The campaign’s 25 locations Jewelry

in Plymouth, Canton,
Northville and Belleville are
manned largely by bell ringers,
97 percent of whom are volun-
teers. Kettle locations are
manned from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday-Saturday.

“There is absolutely no way I
could do this without my vol-
unteers,” Zmudzynski said.

“We are absolutely blessed to
have the volunteers we have.”
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Make Your Ownh
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Hours Mon ~Fri. 10-6
Sat, 10-4

MAXIMUM STRENGTH
| CHECKING FORA MAXIMUM
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Branches throughout your area
for even more convenience
€

Plus simple, worry-free, and
guaranteed online hill pay*

With the power of Maximum Sirength,
banking when and where you need it

BANK=ONE.

Free One Checkinge with direct deposit
gives you more ways to bank
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Symphony
brings music to
the children

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

It only took a few bars of
music before the hands began
waving like flags.

Most everyone in the audi-
ence knew what Antoine
Hackney was playing on his
viola. It may have sounded
classical, but it was unmistak-
ably Nickelodeon’s Fairly Odd
Parents.

And just as many hands
shot up in the air with his sec-
ond piece, the theme for the
Powerpuff Girls.

“Wow, you guys are smart,”
Hackney said. “The coolest
thing about playing music is
that you don’t always have to
play the music the teacher tells
you to. You can play what you
want.”

Hackney was part of a quar-
tet of string and woodwind
players from the Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra who per-
formed at Schweitzer
Elementary School Thursday,
one of 20 appearances the
group made in Wayne-
Westland 17 elementaries dur-
ing the past 11/2 weeks.

Joining Hackney for the
performances for third-
graders were violinist Kathy
Zuchniewicz, bassoonist Nina
Flanigan and Susan Owen-
Bissiri on the oboe.

While Zuchniewicz tatked
about the use of horse hair for
the bow of her violin and led
the group in a little of Mozart’s
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik,
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Tuning up

|_LOCAL NEWS |

the oboe player turns red”

Violinist Kathy Zuchniewicz demonstrates the sounds progced by drawing the orse hir how ver h strings. B

formance at each of the

Hackney was playing the Star
Wars theme and telling stu-
dents the violas “are right next
to the cellos” in an orchestra.

i When not talking about
their instraments, they were
answering the students’ ques-
tions. Quéstions like how large
is an orchestra - 12 to 150
musicians — the purpose of the
pegs on violins and violas - to
regulate the sound of the
strmg and how long they
practice.

“Thirty minutes day you
play a few notes, if you want to
be awesome,” said Hackney.
“But to make lots and lost of
money you have to practice a
lot. I practice six hours a day.”

“Lots of times, they ask how
‘long we've played and what
the black thing (chin rest) is
on the violin,” Zuchniewicz
said. “Sometimes they ask why

SIDWELL NUMBERS

NOTICE OF HEARING ON SPECIAL ASSESSMENT

IMPROVEMENT BY THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
BOARD ;

TO THE OWNERS OF THE FOLLOWING

DESCRIBED LANDS: North Pointe
Township of Canton, Wayne County, Michigan

Subdivision, Charter

PARTNERSHIP

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra is collaborating
with the Wayne-West}and
Schools to bring the music
enrichment program to ele-
mentary students. Organized
by elementary music teacher
Betsy Bartling and Cindy
Swift, executive director of
curriculum and staff develop-
ment, it’s being funded with
several grants.

The program brings mem-
bers of the archestra to every
elementary school in the dis~
trict to talk about and demon-

‘strate string, woodwind, brass

and percussion instruments to
third- and fourth-grade class-
es. :
Members of the orchestra
will visit the schools twice this
year to talk to students about
their instruments-and how an
orchestra works.

“There’s a lot of connection
to the academic program, it's
not just a fun assembly,” said
Swift, who watched the per-

schools. “They’ve really made
an effort to give information in-
age appropriate ways. They
give it in a way that makes
sense to the kids.

“Antoine is so much on their
level”

The district’s fourth-graders
will get one musical visit dur-
ing the winter months, then
will join fifth~-graders for a
performance by the entire
orchestra next year. They will
work on their concert behavior
and concert terms and read
the book Paddle to the Sea by -
Clancey Holling. The
Plymouth Symphony is “a
champion of new music” and
is working on a score for the
book, Swift said.

“When they see the sympho-
ny and hear the music selec-
tion, it will go with the book,”
said Swift.

But for this visit,|the quartet
talked about their instruments
and then played selections,
demonstrating their sounds.
Owen-Bissiri explained how
she make the reeds for her
instrument from cane that

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
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Schweitzer Elementary third-graders Donnique Harris (ieft) and James
Johnson measure themselves with the bassoon played by Nina Flanigan of the

Plymouth Symphony Orchestra.

comes from the cane ﬁelds of
France.

“Because it’s a short instru~
ment, it has a higher pitch,”
she said. “The oboe tunes up
the orchestra, so all the instru-
ments have the same pitch as
the oboe.”

A high woodwind, the oboe
plays melodies in the orches-
tra, she said, demonstrating
with a staccato piece from the
Nutcracker and a marcato, the
Waltz of the Flowers.

‘LOWEST VOICE'

The bassoon, however, is the
“bass member of the wood-
winds,” Flanigan told the stu-
dents. It has the lowest voice
and can play a low E flat, its
lowest key that can sound like
a boat. And unlike the oboe,
the bassoon has a double reed.

“I can play something

smooth up high or short notes -

by tonguing the notes,” she
added.

Teacher Carol Osterling was
excited about seeing the reeds,

make sound,” she said. “This is .’

a wonderful experience that

fits in with what the students - -

have learned about pitch.”

Youngsters also were treated .

to the sounds of Scott Joplin
whose ragtime music was the

foundation for jazz. The quar- -

..

tet played Joplin's Maple Leaf -

Rag, a catchy tune that had
one student conducting the

group from her seat.
“This has been a wonderful

experience,” said Zuchniewicz.

‘A lot of kids might not see a
violin, if it were not for these

programs. I've always wanted .
to try an organize a children’s

concert in the schools. We're

very lucky to have the funding .

for this.”

Swift had praise for the
teachers who prepared the
youngsters for the visit. She
also hopes such visits will
prick students’ interest in
instrumental music.

“Because we don’t have

instrumental music in the ele- .

mentaries, but we do have itin

the middle school, we hope we
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BE TO PUBLIC MERTINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 8. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Publish: November 25, 2004 OE08276850

2

71-014-01-0020
71-014-01-0061

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the provisions of Act 188 of the
Public Acts of Michigan 1954, as amended, the Township Board
has tentatively declared its intention to proceed with the public
mprovements consisting of road repairs, sidewalk mstallatlon and
51gn installation in North Pointe Subchwswn :

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board has
tentatively declared its intention to make such improvements and
tentatively designated the abeve described premises as a special
assessment district ageinst which at least a part of the cost of said
public improvements is to be assessed. .

4

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board has caused to
be prepared plans showing the public improvements, the location
thereof, and an estimate of the cost thereof which have been filed
with the Township Clerk, Charter Township of Canton Michigan,
for public examination. :

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board will meet
on Tunesday, the 14th day of December, 2004, at 7 o'ciock

PLANNING COMMISSION
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 184 of the Public
Acts of 1943 of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to
the Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the .
Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold -
- & Public Hearing on Monday, December 6, 2004 in the Chestnut
Room, at Summit On The Park, 46000 Summit Parkway at

200 p.m. on the following proposed special land use request as |
provided in Section 27.03 of the Canton Township Zoning
-Ordinance:

MATE ORPORATI

USE - CONSIDER REQUEST FOR SPECIAL LAND USH
APPROVAL FOR A RESEARCH AND DESIGN CENTER AND
TESTING LABORATORY AS REQUIRED IN SECTION 6.08D
FOR PARCEL NO. 046 99 0008 732. Property is located south of
Koppernick and east of I-275. .

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should .
be received at the Canton Township Administration Building, 1150
Canton Center S. prior to Thursday, December 2, 2004 in order to

ean build on this and have
more transition.”

telling the periormers how her
students made their own reeds
and sounds.

“They took straw and cut it
and learned to use their lips to

smason@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 9532112

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT PROGRAM ‘
FY 2005 ACTION PLAN

Beginning November 25, 2004 and for 60 days thereafter, The
Charter Township of Canton will take public comment and project
suggestions for the FY 2005 CDBG (Community Development
Block Grant Program). All projects must benefit low and moderate
income residents. The anticipated FY 2005 CDBG allocation is
$434,000, For information, please contact Gerry Martin,
Community Services Specialist, at 734-394~5194

Publish: November 28, 2004 oOs08276912

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
REQUEST FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Towrishxp of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept

9th, 2004 for the following:
IRR!GATION PUMP SYSTEM

bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with
the proposal name, company name, address and telephone number .

to accept or reject any or all proposals. The Township does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age or disability in employment or the provision of services.

sealed blds at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m., December -

Bid forms may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department ‘
counter or you may contact Mike Sheppard at (734) 394-5225. All |

and date and time of bid opening. The Township reserves the right |

pam., Eastern Standard Time, at the Summit, 46000 Summit be included in the materials submitted for review. - TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK
Parkway, Chestnut Room, Canton, Michigan, to hear objections to ' : : . : C e
the public improvements, and to the special: assessment district Publish: November 25, 2004 OE0B276974
thereof, :
NOTICE OF SALE “
The following vehicles will be sold at Public Auction for cash to
satisfy lien pursuant to FS, 713,78 on 12/02/04 at 10:00 A.M.
87 CHEV 1GNDM15%4HB187821
90 MERC IMECM55UXLG621217
CHRY © 3C3AA5636RT344372
97 FORD KNJLTO5HOV6203845
80 FORD - F15GPGDO0011
88 MERC - BMABM1150JR655306
08 HOND 1HGES26713L026496
92 BUIC 1G4NJI54NINCE50548
88 CHEV - 1GCBS14E5J2192827
88 . OLDS 1G3JC51K1JK310012
92 FORD 2FACPI2WINX207472
3 85 OLDS 1G3BN69Y2F9124975 -
| - FORD 1FMCA11U1HZA02912
C-3 89 TOYO 4T1SU21E1KU027253
FORD [ (w153 94 TOYO . INXAE04B3RZ161932
: ) 8 - FORD 2FTEF15H7FCB56563
AT FrERAT T ) 92 GEO JG1MR3364NK200618
SECTION 12 o 96 CHEV 1GBFG15M4T1025137
02 HOND - 1HGES165X21.060136
. & - 98 PLYM : .1P3ES42YOLOD50783
. Terry G. Bennett, Township Clerk N Mayflower Auto Transport
- Charter Township of Canton 1179 Starkweather
- Vic Gustafson, Chairman .y (170
Publish: November 18 and 25, 2004 L OE06275200 Publish: November 25, 2004 ‘ i R Publish: Novémber 25, 2004 OEGez77aTe
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"C'r\e’dit union repeats

in spelling

How do you spell R-E-P-E-
A-T?

For the second year in a row,
Commumty Financia} employ-
ees won the championship tro-
phy from The Community
Literacy Council’s annual
Spelling Bee competition.

This was the 14th year of the
spelling bee competition, held
recently at Yazaki’s Learning
Center in Canton. Community
Financial has participated for
the past five years.

Presenting the Bruce D.
Berry Memorial Traveling
Trophy to the credit union’s
2004 Spelling Bee Champion
Team were Carol Saunders,
president of the Community
Literacy Council and Suzanne
Stichler, tutor coordinator.

Community Financial’s

bee

Champion Spelling Bee Team
“Spelibinders” included
employees Kim Kerr, lending
quality analyst and Sue
Bellaire, technical training
coordinator. They bested 11
other teams that participated
in the competition that was
sponsored by local businesses.

“The team approach truly
mirrors how we work together
at Community Financial ona
daily basis,” said Bellaire, who
also served on last year’s win-
ning team.

More than $4,000 was raised
from the annual competition
and will be used by the
Community Literacy Council,
Inc. to provide free tutoring to
adults in western Wayne County
who need help reading, writing
and speaking English,

Accepting the 2004 Spellmg Bee Champion trophy are (from left) cOmmumty
Financial employees Kim Kerr and Sue Bellaire, standing with Community
‘Literacy Council President Carol Saunders and Tutor Coordinator Suzanne
Stichier. .

Headquartered in Plymouth,
Community Financial is a fed-
erally-chartered credit union -
whose membership is open to
anyone who lives, works, wor-
ships, volunteers or attends
school in the Michigan cities,
townships or counties of

Plymouth, Canton, Northville,
Novi, Alpena, Otsego and

Montmorency.

For more information, visit
the credit union web site at
www.cfcu.org or call (734)
453-1200 or (877) 937-2328,

- toll free.

The following is an update of
various road construction proj-
ects currently taking place in
the Canton community, as well
as an update on locations of
resurfacing road projects, utili-
ty extensions, sidewalk pro-
grams and traffic signals.

ROAD CONSTRUCTION
- PROJECTS

B Saltz Road paving
(Canton Center to Ridge) -
The new two miles of asphalt
road will consist of a two-lane
cross-section, one-lane in each
direction. The portion from
Canton Center to Beck has
been paved and will be com-
pleted by mid-November. If
weather permits, the section
from Beck to Ridge Road will
have at least one layer of
asphalt constructed by mid-
November, The remaining lay-
ers of asphalt, as well as ditch-
es, and restoration will most
likely be completed in spring
2005.

B Michigan Avenue
(Belleville to Denton) - The
contractor is in the process of
paving the outside lanes along
with the commercial drives
and approaches. Beck Road
will likely remain closed until
mid-November. Limited left
turns will be allowed at the
existing cross-overs.
"Alternate Routes" are advised

ROAD PROJECTS

. until construction is completed

in mid-December. Final
restoration will occur in the
spring of 2005,

B Cherry Hill Road and N.
Ridge Road ~ Permanent sig-

" nage will be installed, The new

posted speed limit will be 25
miles per hour between
Denton and Ridge Road. Mast
arms have been installed at the
intersections of Cherry Hill
Road and Denton Road,
Cherry Hill Road and N. Ridge
Road, and Cherry Hill Road
and S. Ridge Road with traffic
signals.

H Denton Road Extension
(North of Cherry Hill Road) -
Construction for the future
extension of Denton Road is
completed except for signage.
But the road is not open to
traffic. Upon completion of
Fire Station No. 3, which is
under construction, the road
will be opened to that location
only. The road will extend
north for approximately a half-
mile and consist of a three lane
cross-section to the overhead
transmission lines owned by
ITC (International
Transmission Company) and
then transition to a two lane
road This road will serve as
the bypass through Cherry Hill
Village for traffic heading
north. A proposed "round-
about" will be constructed in
the summer of 2005 at the

featuring

Royal Caribbean Cruises!

intersection of Saltz Road,
Ridge Road and the tie into
this segment. DTE is currenily
installing underground electri-
cal lines along the west side of
Denton Road.

RESURFACING ROAD PROJECTS
FOR 2004

(Wayne County to complete
during construction season)

M Sheldon Road - From
Ford Road north for 0.27
mlles.

B Ridge Road From the
county line to Cherry Hill
Road.

OTHER / MISCELLANEOUS

B Ford Road Corridor Study
- Final Draft Report presented
at the last public hearing held
on October 28, 2004, A nine
month study was completed
along Ford Road from the east-
erly township limits to Napier
Road. The final copy will be
posted on Canton's Web site
upon acceptance from MDOT.

B Pilgrim Hills Subdivision
(Proposed Water & Sanitary
Sewer) ~ Bids were opened on

October 28, 2004 and are cur-
rently being reviewed to deter-
mine a recommendation to
award contract. Anticipate
awarding contract in late

Tuesday, November 30
6:00 p.m.

AAA Travel - Canton
2017 N. Canton Center Rd.

To RSVP call,

734-844-0146

Special booking incentives
available during the event!

It’s that tzme Roses &Buds |
Christmas Sale

0% Off Coupo
Nov. 26-30th

Coupons apply to Christmas stock only.

(excludes past purchases, custom orders & Wedding line)

* Snowmen, Santas & Angels
 Christmas Decorations

* Holiday Table Pieces
* Holiday Wreaths

* Decorated 2ft.-3ft., 4.5 fLTrees » Home Accessories & Mor 4

HOURS: Mon. -Fri. 10-8;
Sat. 9-6
Open Christmas Eve 9-2
*Holiday hours

33621 Seven Mile Road ¢ Livonia

248-476-7220

November or early December,
A night meeting will be sched-
uled upon award and selection
of contractor (most likely in
January/February 2005). A
Special Assessment District
(SAD) for paving Pilgrim Hills
subdivision was denied by
Township Board at the
September 14, 2004 meeting,

M Flodin Park -
Construction of a bridge over
Fellows Creek, wetland/nature
areas, trails, stream bank stabi-
lization and educational signs
is undér way and should be -
complete by the end of this
year.

Vegetation will be completed
next spring.’ ¢

For up-to-date project infor-
mation and detour maps, visit
www.waynecounty.com/wayner
oads or for most projects, call
734/595-ROAD or call Canton
Public Works at 734/394~5150.
Residents may also check out
Canton's web site at www.can-
ton-mi.org.

‘We settle any -tax .
' any year '

(248) 935-HELP
(4357)

QEQO8270177

The Kiwanis Breakfast Club
of Plymouth-Canton is once
again holding its annual Sweat
Suit Drive. This is the seventh”
year of the event, which supports
First Step, the Western Wayne
County Project on Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault.

. “We are-pleased to once
again sponsor this important
program,” said Dennis
Heminger, chairman of the
First Step Sweat Suit Drive.
“Police will often confiscate
clothing for use as evidence.
This forces the victim to be dis~
charged in nothing more than
a hospital gown. The staff of
First Step keep the sweat suits
we collect in their cars, ready
to give to victims when needed,
filling an important physical,
and emotional, need.”

Donations of new sweat suits
will be accepted throughout
the months of December and
January. All sizes and colors,
including children’s sizes are
needed, since other members
of a family may be affected by
the assault.

“Since First Step services the
entire Western-Wayne County
area, we are looking for sup-
port from the entire

* the Kiwanis Club at PO Box

. Sheldon Road

Kiwanis sponsors sweat suit drive

community” Heminger said.
Drop boxes have been set up
throughout the Plymouth and
Canton communities. In addi-
tion, the Kiwanis Club will accept

. cash donations in any amount,

which will be used to purchase.
sweat suits. Checks can be sentto .
3 uj}
6363, Plymouth, M1 48170. The -
following establishments have
drop bozes in Canton: -

M Canton Public Library,
1200 S. Canton Center Road
(south of Heritage Drive) -

B Help-U-Séll Real Estate,
7242 N. Haggerty (between
‘Warren and Joy roads)

H Republic Bank, 5844 N. ...

(R 2 9N

M Xade’s Hair Salon, 4«2013 plheto)
Ford Road
These businesses have drop e

sonf

-boxes in Plymouth:

M Herriman & Associates, -« -u
41486 Wilcox Road :

B Papa Ramano’s, 555 W,
Ann Arbor Road

B Plymouth District lerary,
223 S. Main

M Child Time, 45678 Helm _5'
Street, Plymouth v

For more information, con-
tact Heminger at (734) 451-
3500. .
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Q‘Di‘s&ﬁ;ﬂ PRESENTS A ?IXAR FILM

HE INCREDIBLES

PRIZE

BrING IN THIS AD

PACKAGE

10 CaNTON 6 CINEMAS

AND RECEIVE YOUR NerepiptEl PRIZE PACKAGE

GGoop &

VALID FOR THE RUN OF ;RE iagm}ﬁg

‘(Buy onr RepsnlE TroxuT Anp GET A

2ND TICKET FREE)

Canyon 6 C1uemas ONLY.
Nz STWO FOR ONE! PRIZE PACKAGE PEK AD. NO coPies,

Independent Living

° 24 hour staffing
* Chef prepared dinners

é\ :

Starting at only $59.00 per day!

* Spacious private apartments utilities included

* Housekeeping & flat linen laundry service

‘With =rices Like These You Can’t Afford NOT to Move in!
Enhanced Living.

A retirement community
SO Won(lerful the rest of your famlly

W]]l want to move n.

Starting
* Spacious
* 24 hour
* All meal

at only $89.00 per day’

private apartments utilities mcluded

staffing

s included

* Housekeeping & complete laundry service

* Medication reminders

Independencc
Village

v

Plymo uth

www.seniorvillages.com

Professionally managed by Sewior Village Management

You Just Know You're at the Rig'ht Place. -
14707 Northville Road + Plymouth, MI 48170 » (800) 803-5811
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When times are tough,
we thank the helpers

‘With the war still raging in Iraq and U.S. troops still
getting killed, with the economy in a wobbly mode at
bekt, with JObS leaving Michigan at a staggering rate, it's
time for our annual “What P'm Thankful For” editorial,

~On the surface, that would appear to be a challenge.

We talked to one secretary in a municipal office and
asked her “What are you thankful for this year?”

She thought for a mintite and finally said, “I'm thankful
to be here.” After thinking about it a bit longer she added,

'm happy to be healthy enough to have a job and be able

to support myself”

That is a common sentiment among many people
today. Just being healthy enough to have a job and keep
afloat. But others aren’t even that lucky. They're the ones

who don’t have jobs, who struggle to put food on the

table, who have life-threatening illnesses, who can’t begin
to buy Christmas presents for their kids.

They appear to have little to be thankful for. That’s
where other people and organizations come in. And we're
thankful for them.

The Salvation Army has already launched its annual
Red Kettle fund-raising campalg'n in metro Detroit. And
the Christian-based organization is already taking
requests for the Christmas holidays.

In addition to that highly visible campaign, the Army
also provides a variety of services for young people, the
elderly and struggling families. At the Plymouth center
alone, the organization assists about 600 families a year
with various services. During the Christmas season, that
number doubles.

- And the Goodfellows organization has its “No Child
Without a Christmas” campaign going strong. Each year,
the Goodfellows provide food and Christmas presents for
needy families in their local communities.

Last year in Canton, which is generally an affluent,
growing suburb, the Goodfellows provided help to more
than 500 families. This year, they already have more than
400 names on their list and the list continues to grow.

We're thankful for organizations like those.

But other groups and individuals also deserve praise.

When a 4-year-old Walled Lake girl who's been battling
cancer for the last 15 months was contacted by the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, she had a simple request: She want-
ed to be a princess for a day.

The foundation sought help from the Plymouth com-
munity to make the girl’s wish come true. The community
responded overwhelmingly. When the ceremony was held
at St. John’s Golf & Conference Center, the girl and her
parents rode in a horse-drawn carriage behind
Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Snow White and Belle (from
Beauty and the Beast).

The Make-A-Wish peoplie hoped tc gel 1,600 people tu
line the streets for her parade. But when the parade took
place, about 4,000 people lined the route, some carrying
signs, others dressed in costume.

- We're thankful for all those people who made a child’s
s;mple wish come true.

.On the surface, it might seem there’s little to be thank-.

fui for this Thanksgiving. But that’s just on the surface.

Give thanks, lend a hand

...If you had the means to provide the food for your
Thanksgmng Day dinner today, give thanks.

~-A lot of people in Oakland and Wayne counties are not
as fortunate.

~~More and more famlhes have turned to food banks for
help this year, as the heads of the household have been
lald off, had their hours cut or their jobs eliminated.

~Requests for assistange with food are up 30 percent
over last year, according to Gleaners Community Food
Bank in Detroit, which distributes food to agencies in
southeast Mlchlgan

Yo.(eit donations are not keeping pace w1th the increasing
nee
..... 2 To help famlhes not as blessed as your own, you can
dpna;te directly to Gleaners or to food banks or shelters in
your area. Monetary donations are usually best because
nonprofits can purchase the food at a discount and put
the money toward what they need most.
-+Here is a partial listing of food banks and shelters in
akland and Wayne counties that need help:
-l The Salvation Army, 16130 Northland Drive,
Southfield MI 48075. The Salvation Army operates 17
eenters in metro Detroit and serves 6,000 meals a day.

‘"M Gleaners Community Food Bank 2131 Beaufait,
Detrmt MI 48207. Gleaners is about 5 million pounds

short of the 25 million pounds of food needed this year to

serve hungry families in southeast Michigan.

~ M Redford Interfaith Relief, 15100 Aubrey, Redford, MI
48239 Redford Interfaith is assisting about 220 house-
Holds per month, up about 50 more than a year ago. -
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Great sports stories

I am writing you to commend the new
articles that Ed Wright has been publish-
ing for your Observer newspaper for the
past couple months.

I have been a Canton resident since
1988 and have always wondered why you
never did “up close and personal” type
stories about high school student-ath-
letes, What a thrill for the young stu-
dent-athletes and their parents! Also, it
gives us readers in the community more
of a sense of togetherness and being
;mlted in the uncertain times that we

ive

Having coached in the community
now for 15 years various sports (I actual-
ly coached against Ed and his son’s soc-
cer team when the bovs and givls were
combined about seven years ago), I have
always heard of stories behind the ath-
letes, yet no one took the time and inter-
est to print them.

Some of the players whom I have
coached went on to compete in college
and they never had such an honor as see-~
ing their stories printed up in their
hometown local paper,

Please share with Ed my personal con-
gratulations for his outstanding coverage
of the local student-athletes “up close
and personal” style.

Dick Williams
Canton

Salary ctits

Plymouth-Canton Schools
Superintendent Dr. Jim Ryan claims
there is not much more he can cut out of
the budget to meet Gov. Granholm’s next
executive order to reduce the district’s
foundation grant.

He does not want to cut transporta-
tion, athletics or increase class size. Duh,

Most sane people would expect athlet-
ics to be the first to get eliminated when
it comes to cutting the school budget.
After all, what is more imporiant in the
business of EDUCATION - playing
sports or teachers, books, computers and
decent class sizes? ,

Unfortunately, the minority of stu-
dents who participate in sports have very
vocal parents. Each time athletics is even
considered for budget cuts, these parents
protest for most of the mght at the board
meetings to get sports off the chopping
block. And they always get their way.

If the members of the Board of
Education really want to find some easy
money to cut, they need to look at the
inflated salaries of all the administrators
in the district. It would be simple to cut
$30,000 from each administrator in the
entire district. Most taxpayers feel the
$80,000-$115,000 salary many are paid
is outrageous. This includes administra-
tors, principals, vice principals, coordi-
nators, directors, etc.

No one deserves to receive that kind of
income when it all comes from taxpayers.
If they can’t accept a cut they should try
to make a living in the private sector. I
am sure it is safe to say none of them
could even come close to finding a simi-
lar position for the same salary they
make off the backs of the taxpayer.

Pat Hennesy

LETTERS

Plymouth

Headlee was a friend

The American Heart Association lost a
friend last week with the passing of
Richard Headlee. While much has been
documented about his professional life
through his leadership of the Alexander
Hamilton Life Insurance Co. and his
active political life including term limits,
the Headlee Amendment and his unsuec-
cessful run for governor, Dick was also a
long-term heart transplant survivor.

After his transplant and move to Utah,
he became active with the American
Heart Association playing a role in the
start of the Salt Lake City Heart Walk
and becoming a spokesperson for some
unique endowment initiatives in
Michigan. Speaking at a 2003 American
Heart Association board meeting in
Detroit, Dick credited the medical com-
munity for research advancements and
the newer anti-rejection drugs that
allowed him to remain active to the point
of playing tennis several times a week at
the age of 73. He viewed the last 17 years
since his transplant as a gift and treas-
ured each one, reciting the exact number
of days he'd been given to spend time
with his family and meet his younger
grandchildren.

His transplant came at a time when
survival rates were hoped to be in the
five- to 10-year range. In fact, it is diffi-
cult to find statistics on long-range sur-
vivors. At 17 years, he marveled at how
another man’s heait was still beating
strong inside of him. As he noted last
year, “How do you measure a gift like
that?”

' Thomas H. Ritter
past chairman

Metro Detr‘oit Board of

. \ Directors
American Heart Assoaatlon

Longer funch

1 am a fifth-grade student at Bentley
Elementary School. I am writing this let-
ter to you because I think our lunch peri-
od is too short at our elementary school.

. I'feel this way because I am an
extremely slow eater. I have to throw
away most of my lunch because I don’t
have time to eat it. My mother gets mad
because I eat 4 lot at home. She tells me
to stop eating so much and packs me an
even larger lunch so I won't eat so much
at home. My little sister makes fun of me
and calls me a pig. My problems would

" besclved ifonly I had a longer lunch

period.

These are a few reasons why we need a
longer lunch:

M I will not be famished in the after-
noon.

B I can eat slowly and have time to
digest my food. .

M If you have ever seen a little kid eat,
you'd undoubtedly know that they eat
really slowly. They especially need extra
time.

When I buy iunch I have to waitina
long line. By the time I get my food,
lunchtime is already halfway over. Maybe
if we had two lines we could get our food
faster.

We also need alonger recess because

M In class, we won't be so hyper
because our energy will be used up.
W At recess, we will talk more so we

‘won't be so chatty in school.

We want the public to know we need a

~ longer lunch period. I know the entire *

school would appreciate it. ‘
Please print this letter. Thank you for -
reading our letters.
Aly'ssa Downs
Mrs. West's fifth-grade class

P.S. Maybe if we had a longer
lunchtime, we wouldn’t have to take one
bite of an apple and throw the rest away.

Bentley lunch

I wanted to bring vour attention te a
matter that is of concern to me and my
class.

We would like a longer lunch and
recess; let me give you some reasons why.

Many children in the school eat slowly
and need more time to eat. We often find
ourselves leaving food because it is time
to go outside for recess. Many times we
have to make the decision to eat dessert

* first because there just isn’t time to eat

everything and when we buy ice cream
we generally don’t have time to finish it,
which means throwmg it away, a waste of
money and good ice cream.

-Our mothers want us to eat the healthy
part of our lunch while we want dessert.
Limited time to eat means we haveto
make a choice, we are children and it is
not hard to guess which we are going to
choose. A longer lunch time would mean
we could eat both, making everyone
happy.

One solution could be to give us longer
to eat but less time to play. However, we
need time to run and play and socialize
with our friends. I'believe the ideal solu-
tion would be to add 10 minutes to the
lunch time and 10 minutes to recess.

. This way we would be able to eat enough

food to satisfy us for the rest of the
school day and be able to work off excess
energy in the extra recess time, allowing
us to focus for the rest of the day.

" T hope you will support us in our.

efforts and thank you for your time in

reading this letter.
. . Jordan Lewis
Mrs. West's fifth-grade students

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content, -

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer
794 South Main
Plymouth, M 48170

Fax:

(734) 459-4224

E-mail:
kkuban@oe.homecomm.net

" QUOTABLE

“We recognize that not every community can have every facility. If one community has facllltles and services, and they
can be utilized by other communities through partnerships, then let's do it. We need each other to survive.”

- Ann Conklin, Canton leisure services director, on the possibility of sharing services with other municipalities
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Country not so divided on values Evidence shows students

gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; He
chastens and hastens His will to make known ...
* % So goes the traditional Thanksgiving hymn. It
was my grandfather’s favorite, and I'll be singing it in
our church on Thanksgiving morning.

It’s one of the nicest services of the year: A small
congregation in an old downtown Episcopal church,
quietly united in giving thanks for our abundant
blessings. As I reflect on that service and on my fel-
low parishioners, my mind keeps going back to the
strange and consequential election just past.

The exit polls and endless blath-~
er from the media have focused on
the finding that a plurality of
American voters put “mora} values”
at the top of their concerns and
that most of them voted for
President Bush. Combine that with
the graphics showing so starkly the
red states and the blue states, and
it’s easy to conclude that our nation
Phil is bitterly split between the godless
and arrogant liberals and the hard-
line and intolerant religious right.

Some of my fellow churchgoers
voted for President Bush; some for
Sen. John Kerry. But virtually all of them share a set
of fundamental American values that go far beyond
‘any partisan divide: God; family; right and wrong;
patriotism; compassion; tolerance; responsibility.

The list goes on and on. And I'd guess many obser-
vant readers have noticed that the gap between the
red and blue states doesr’t seem to show up as dra-
‘matically in their daily life as it does on the TV
screens. What'sgoing on here?

Part of the problem is the media’s knee-jerk urge to
find the most sensational way to simplify the story,
‘which usually comes at the cost of either detail or
context. Part of it comes from the triumphalist rheto-
ric we are hearing these days from Christian evangel-
ical organizations intent on putting forward their
claims. And part of it comes from Democrats, now
firmly tucked into the fetal position, whimpering
about the election results as a wholesale rejection.

The data (cited in a valuable article in the respect-
ed weekly, The Economist) are more nuanced and
much more interesting.

The share of the total vote from people who put
moral values at the top of their concerns this year
was 22 percent, just a few points more than those
who cited the economy or those who felt terrorism
was most important. Moreover, the 22 percent share
is lower than it was in the two previous presidential
elections; 35 percent put moral values on top in
2000 and 40 percent felt that way in 1996.

. Certainly, evangelicals voted heavily for President
Bush; but so too did Catholics (Bush had a 5 percent
lead), Hispanic Catholics (he lost them, but his show-
ing was up 11 percent from 2000) and regular
churchgoers including mainline Protestants (favor-
ing Bush by nearly two to one.)

The only exception: African~-Americans, who
voted, as they generally do, for the Democrat by nine
to one. The conclusion is fairly obvious: President
Bush’s majority is not just a bunch of right-wing
evangehcai Christians, but it comes from a broad
spoctr hold ret
and who are reli giously cbservant.

1” SR ST ynal vilies

Much of the sensible political commentary since
the election has made this point. For example, Brad
Snavely, executive director of the Michigan Family
Forum, wrote in The Detroit News: “One thing
worked against John Kerry was people of deep faith
and personal conviction don’t necessarily expect their
president to be their advocate, but they do expect
him to understand why they feel so strong]y about
many moral issues. ... The majority in this country
want a president who believes in right and wrong -
and who can speak with moral clarity without impos-
ing his views on the country”

So does this mean that the country is deeply and
irreversibly polarized between people who believe in
right and wrong and those who do not? Most experts
say no, that the country is in fact a complicated over-
lay of all kinds of differing interests and attitudes and
that the enormous majority of Americans hold pretty
straightforward traditional values.

Professor Wayne Baker, who teaches in the
University of Michigan’s business school and con-

‘ducts national studies of values, echoes what psychol~

ogists and sociologists have known for a long time:
People’s core values are formed during eariy adult-
hood and tend to be very stable after that. ‘

Baker told me that “Americans have clustered
around traditional values for a very long time, The
notion of a bitterly divided nation is a-‘convenient fic-
tion ~ quite possibly with a political purpose - but it
simply doesn’t comport to the facts.”

A helpful way to illustrate this point was discov-
ered by Jeff Culver, an information graphics expert,
who tried to blend the red states and the blue states
to show a “Purple America,” a map that shows a gra-
dient between the two groups. '

Not surprisingly, it shows blue predominating on
either coast with heavy red in the - mountain West,
but the Midwest and the South are slightly reddish
purple.

“The United States is not as divided, geographlcal—
ly speaking, as it seems. Differences are still deep, but
more so fron) one individual to the next than one
region to the next. ... It's a real mistake for a party to
write off a whole part of the country” -

Quite so. Gov. Jennifer Granholm was quoted in
The New York Times arguing that Democrats must
have a message that is “strong and strongly pro-work,
pro-responsibility, pro-child, pro-seniors. ... And not
to be afraid of saying God. And not to be afraid of
saying that this is a country based on faith.”

My own conclusions? 1) While the religious right
played a big part in this election, by no means does it
hold a monopoly on Americans’ moral values. 2) The
country is much more united around stable tradi-
tional moral values than appears at first glance. 3)
Any political party that either claims to be the only
repository of moral values or is perceived as scorning
them will certainly get into trouble.

Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of
harvest home: All is safely gathered in, ere the winter
storms begin. God, our Maker, doth provide for our
wants to be supplied: Come to God’s own temple,
come; raise the song of harvest home.

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He wou!d be pieased to get your reactions

to *his colyme eithor 2207340 G

ppowes@homecomm.nu
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‘Voted Best Place to Buy
Dinnerware/China
by Detroit News Readers.

excel in single-sex ¢

questlon to mull over, as the skies gray
and the temperatures dip, is whether
oys and girls during those turbulent
raiddle school years could benefit from sin-
gle-sex education.

Michael Gurian, a social philosopher,
family therapist, educator and author,
strongly urged s¢hools to -
adopt such a course last
month at presentations
sponsored by
Birmingham Bloomfield
Families in Action.,

“My question to the
human community is why
do they have to be co- .
educational during those .
years?” Gurian said.

Public education needs
to heed the new brain

*  research showing that
boys and g'zrls learn differently, Gurian told
over 500 parents, educators, counselors
and health professionals in talks at both
Cranbrook and Detroit Country Day.

“Separate sex options can solve many
problems at all grade levels ... we believe
that a huge portion - perhaps at least half ~
of middle school learning and discipline
problems would be curtailed or removed if
middle schools were single-sex institu-
tions,” he said.

In light of the new research, the U.S.
Department of Education in 2002 eased its
rules against single-sex classes in public
schools, established under Title IX. At least
10 single-sex public schools were set to
open this fall in five states. Although the
numbers are increasing, only about 100 of
the 91,000-plus public schools across the
country offer them.

Small scale studies conclude that student
grade-point averages for both sexes
increase in seventh and eighth grades when
genders are separated, according to the
National Charter School Clearinghouse.

Gurian’s own findings show that boys
benefit more academically, girls in self-
esteem,

“The research is clear that single-sex
classes make a positive difference,” said
Roxanne Reschke, a local educational con-
sultant who has been following single-sex
education since the 1980s. As more data
comes in, “it’'s going to have to be a treat-_
ment at least to be considered.”

Of course, parochial and many private
schools have always offered single-sex edu-
cation _

Kingswood Cranbrook is this area’s
prime example of fully separated classes in
middle school and a mix of single-sex and
coed claceeq in nmth and 10th grades

fed e

much more I“id‘(ed, said (,mnbrook

Judith
, Doner Berne

_screen for either West Bloomfield or o

asses

Middle School Principal Larry Ivens, com-
paring it to his 21 yearsin coed middle
school education. “Neither gender is on

 stage during a time in their life when . ..

they’re very self-conscious. They will take
positive risks that they wouldn't take in a
mixed environment.”

“Kids feel more comfortable being them-*
selves;” echoed Kingswood Middle School =
Principal Fran Dagbovie, who also has
taught both single-sex and coed classes.
over 30 years. “There are more options
available to them. Girls can be more
assertive, Boys can behave like boys. ..+

“We oversexualize the kids in our culture.
We love it that the girls aren’t primping
and don’t wear makeup. There’s a wider
range of behavior that’s open to them.”

Kingswood Cranbrook sophomore

. Margaret Blanchard likes the separated .

classes so much she wrote a recent pa.per
on the topiec.

English and history classes should be
maintained as single-gender throughout
high school was her thesis. o

“All students need a fair playing field so
they can learn to the best of their neurolog7 '
ical and psychological ability” Margaret
wrote. “To keep pumping out new leaders
into society we must allow them all the
room for self-expression.”

Same-sex classes aren’t on the radar

Bloomfield Hills Schools, both superin- -
tendents told me. s
But in Birmingham, Berkshlre Mlddie
School offers two elective classes for .
eighth- grade girls and a full program of
gcadermcs for low-achieving elghth-grade

oys

Teacher Karen Boyk is exclted that now -
there is physical and physiological evidence
confirming what she sees daily in the all- ...
girls language arts and math classes she ..
began eight years ago. “They just blossom,,
she said. “The boys curriculum, taught by
teacher Allen Finstein, has been turning |
boys who were not successful around smce«'
it began in 2000.” :

“I think single-gender classes should be"
an alternative,” Boyk said. “In my opinion,
it’s the wave of the future.”

The Clarkston school district is looking
to pilot such an alternative next fall in its =~
newly configured middle school and junior:
high, according to Deputy Supt. David
Reschke.

“It certainly seems like an idea to consid-.
er as public education seeks ways to make
No Child Left Behind a reality.”

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield resident, isa -

former managing edn*or of the Eccentric
-~ o tn cormen

@:at’t.net or to t-.m

v oy e-mail
egitor of this newspapet.

10 ;berne

For mformatlon on these c{asses call the

Continuing Education Center at 734-462-4448
or visit www.schoolcraft.edu ‘

OEQNBZ7 705



http://www.hometownltfe.com
mailto:ppower@homecomm.nei
http://www.schoolcraft.edu

—

| _COUNTY NEWS |

Mo *)

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, November 25, 2004

County exeéutive fills
homeland secunty posts

Following the retirement of
Anthony Shannon, director of
Homeland Security and the
resignation of the Deputy
Director, Mark Snelson, Wayne
County Executive Robert
Ficano has filled both posi-
tions, which are subject to
Commission approval.

James P. Buford has been
appointed the director of
Homeland Secunty replacing
Shannon. Buford is leaving the
Wayne County Sheriff's depart-
ment where he has served as a
commander for the past five
years. He has more than twen-
ty years of experience with the

_ department including Sheriff's
representative for the annual
Fermi exercise, Department of
Homeland Security and
Emergency Management lai-
son since 1999, and
Commander of Special
Response team,

“Commander Buford has
experience and resources in
Homeland Security and
Emergency Management,
which brings tremendous value
and skill to this most critical
position,” said Wayne County

Buford Hammond

Executive Robert Ficano. “He
is highly qualified to be the
director of Homeland Security.”

Mark Hammond is being
promoted within the
Emergency Management and
Homeland Security
Department. He will serve as
Director Buford’s deputy direc-
tor. Hammond has been with
Wayne County’s Emergency
Management Department for
the past eight years.

“Mr, Hammond understands
the operations of Emergency
Management and he has had
extensive training and work
experience with emergency
preparedness,” said Ficano. “I
am confident that he is quali-
fied to be the Deputy Director
and will assist Mr. Buford in
leading us forward.”

Schoolcraft offers class
in 3D video animation

Get basic, hands-on experi-
-ence using 3D animation soft-
‘ware and learn to create your
-own animated video or film.
Schooleraft College is present-
ing a series of three workshops
in December that will teach the
basics of 3D computer anima-
tion, modeling, lighting and
rendering.

The workshops are Saturday
Dec. 4,11 and 18 from 9 a.m.
until noon in the VisTaTech
Center on the Livonia campus.
The fee for all three is $43.

The only prerequisite is basic

-

More than a Thank You

Honoring your wedding guests by making a
donation to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
in their name is a remarkable, unique way to
celebrate the beginning of your lives together.
Choose from one of three different favor designs

+ for your guests tostell them about your special gift.

For more information, or to order your Savors,
call 1-800-381-1669 or visit .
www.stjude.org/weddings.

experience using a computer.
Although classes are geared
toward FIRST robotics stu-
dents, enrollment is open to
anyone interested in learning
about and using 3D animation
software.

Randall Rockafellow, free-
lance 3D animator and instruc-
tor at the College for Creative
Studies, will teach all three
workshops. For more informa-
tion, contact Continning
Education Services at 734-462-
4448 or visit the Web site at
www.schoolcraft.edu.

*50
OFF

On Select
Mattress
Sets,
Futon &
Waterbed

Expires 12-5-04

r******‘:***"‘“"-“-“

- TWIN MATTRESSES START @ $79 ecu .

SOLD IN SETS ONLY
Come See Our Complete Line of
MATTRESSES « WATERBEDS FUTONS

20210 Ford Road * Garden City « 734-525-1188
Open 7 Days for Your Convenience: Mon.- Sat. 10-8; Sun. 12-5

DOUBLE
\COUPON DAYS

*100
OFF

This Week Only!

Expirés 12-5-04

QE082770067
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Lawmakers protest Canadian trash as securlty nsk‘

BY ALEX LUNDBERG
STAFF WRITER

Aletter to the Department of
Homeland Security from three

powerful Michigan lawmakers

bemoaning the incredsed flow

. of garbage trucks from Canada

into the state warns of a poten-

tial chink in the country’s armor

against terrorism.

Senators Carl Levin, D-
Michigan, and Debbie
Stabenow, D-Michigan, and

Rep. John Dmgell D-15,warn -

that the approximately 415

Canadian trash trucks — almost

twice last year’s 180 a day —

- coming into Michigan every day

constitutes a threat to home-
land security.
“As you know, these trucks

pose a unique homeland securi-

iy risk, since by their very

nature trucks full of garbage are

extremely difficult for Customs

agents to mspect as compared
to traditional cargo. Therefore,
this dramatic increase in
Canadian tfash trucks is
extremely disconcerting. The
problem is accelerating at an
alarming rate and these ship-
ments must be addressed
immediately,” the thrée wrote in
a letter to Homeland Security
Secretary Tom Ridge.

Canton Township is home to
a landfill. Township Supervisor
Tom Yack said the company
which runs it, Canton Waste
Recycling, has made assur-
ances less that one-tenth of |
one percent of the incoming
waste is from Canada.

“I'm not for or against :
Canadian trash,” he said. “(The
controversy) is ridiculous.
Think of all the trash that
comes in from other communi-
ties, should every one of them
have their own landfill?” '

But, he contends, this is not
about garbage, it’s about mak-

- ing a lot of noise. Yack said

arguments over Canadian trash
are a political football both
Democrats.and Republicans
pull out whenever they need a
device to generate headlines. - -
Considering everything else
that’s going on in the state right
now, worrying about what
comes over the Ambassador
Bridge is pointless.

“There are much bigger fish
to fry, Yack said. “Michiganis .
not keeping up with the recov-
ery. Revenues are not keeping
up with projections and.
Michigan is a donor state when
it comes to roads.”

Orion Township Supervisor
Gerald Dywasuk has a Waste
Management landfill in his
community, While he’s been
reassured no Canadian trash
has been dumped there, he

Legislation changes how trucks

BY ALEX LUNDBERG
STAFF WRITER

When Gov. Jennifer
Granholm returns from her

junket to Germany with

County Executive L. Brooks
Patierson, she will find a bill
on her desk that could change
the way construction traffic
moves through the state.
House Bill 4358, which has
passed the state house and
senate, changes the rules com-
munities use to assess and ﬁne
heavy trucks.
* Washtenaw County state
Rep. Gene DeRossett (R-52nd
District) said the legislation
would allow certain trucks
traveling over main highways
— aggregate haulers —tobe a
bit longer than they would
now. The change accommo-
dates changes in technology

and design already made by
the industry.

“The industry has already
made technological changes,
moving thedriver off the axle
and extending the length of the
truck’s tongue,” DeRossett said.
“The extension means less
chance of a rollover.”

The primary thrust of the bilt
changes the way fines are doled
out when a truck comes up
heavy at a weigh station.
Michigan is an “axle state,”
meaning the rules, and the -
fines for breaking the rules, for
weight are judged by how many
pounds each axle bears.

Under the current rules, ‘
judges will have the discretion
to decide whether a truck is
overloaded or misloaded, and
therefore up to them to decide
how much to fine a trucking
company for violations.

The representative said
aggregate haulers (gravel, for
instance) are subject to fines if
their cargo is misloaded. Even
though the total weight of the
vehicle is under the acceptable
weight, a poor loading job can
still generate a fine if there’s too
muckh weight on a single axle.

Under the proposed rule, if a
truck is found to be misloaded

‘the trucking company is given

a $200 fine per axle up to
three axles. At the same time,
if the misload is more than
4,000 pounds per axle it is
lmmedlately ruled an overload -

" and a per-pound fine is

imposed.
The new rules do not change

“the consequences for overload~

ing a truck.

These fines can range from
six cents per pound to as much
as 20 cents per pound, depend-

What’s better than

free checking?
The %50 you can get with it.

 the borders — trash and goods -

knows the township has to
take the company at its word.
He doesn’t think there

should be any trash imported -

from the north, but there’s
nothing that can be done on
the local level. -
“I used to see huge trucks
coming along I-69 with .
Canadian plates all the time;” -
Dywasuk said. “The only way .

- “that’s going to change is if the -
federal government steps in.” -

What he is sure of is that .
there axen’t enough:people’. -
checking what comes throu,

alike. Unless some kind of fee . «

* is imposed or taxes raised to

cover the cost of hiring maqre
inspectors the situation won't
change.

“It’s like the container shxps
coming over from Asia, we
don’t know what's in all of
those,” Dywasuk said.

are fined

ing on how far overweight the
truck is. Therein, he said, lxes
the problem.

‘Some communities target
gravel trucks the same way they
target drivers by ethnicity,”
DeRossett said. “They use the
fines as revenue enhancement -
tools.” He said no one likes grav-
¢l haulers; they’re loud and slow,
but that doesn't mean a commu-
nity can target them for ticket-

ing. Excessive overloading tick-
. ets can cost a company its insur-

ance coverage.

The bill’s passage, or failure
to pass, most likely won’t affect
her constituents. She said her
district is built out and the
kinds of trucks the bill address-
es will be moving through rural

. and developing communities.

Also, she said the new law "
would be there to help with the
exceptions that prove the rule.

*
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Get 525 for setting Lig} direct

deposit.

Get 525 for paying your first bill online,

Free first order of checks.

Free Debit Card.

Free Online Banking andg Bill S’aymenti*

Everybody likes free. That's why we're offering Green Checking™ for free. And everybody really, really likes free

money. That's why you can get up to $50 just for opening a new account and using it the way you normally would. | )

| notice. Green Checking accountis a nanl

It's free. It's easy. it's money in the bank. Go to charterone.com or visit us in person at any Charter One branch.

CHARTER ONE’

‘.'\

BANK

Memher FDIC. Recelve a cash honus of $25 if ACH dlrec’( deposzt for the full amoum 01 your payroll penslon or Soclal Security check (PayPaI and tax refunds excluded) is made by February 28, 2005, $25 bonus for onfine bifl
paymem will b credited to your account if the first online bill payment is; ‘dona by February 28, 2005. All monetary bonuses are considered interest for tax purposes, subject to 1098 reporti /g( Ofter sublecl fo change without
] accoum {0.00% Annual Percentage Yield). Minimum opening balance is $50. 2004 Charller Ong Bdnk,
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Guardian Alarm technicians hold security cameras
and equipment to be instalied in the Vardon house in
0Oak Park for the ABC program Extreme Makeover,
Keith King of Centerline (left), Richard Wiersma of
Canton and Jeff Evans of Lincofn Park were members
of the Guardian Alarm crew that worked on the house.

Southfield
firm assists
in home
makeover

§ BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER

Jewelry festwal

Native West in e
Plymouth presents its - -
15th annual Jeweiry
Festivat Thursday-
Sunday, Dec. 2-5
featuring Native
American jewelry from
the Southwest, ,

A trunk show will fea-
ture an assortment of
sterling silver with
turquoise, opals, coral = >
and gold. in-lay pieces j -
with handcut stones are
finished in one-of-a-kind .
designs. Hours are 5-9
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2 for. .
the opening reception - -
with food and refresh- -
ments, and 10 a.m.-9 pim;
Friday, Dec. 3;10 am.-6-
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 4; . ..
and 11 a.m.-5 p.m,

Sunday, Dec. 5, Free car- -
riage rides witl be offered
neon-4 p.m, Saturday,

Earlier this month, ABC's Extreme
Makeover profiled to the nation the remod-
eling of a home of an Oak Park family.

*

The remodeling required special equip- .Dec. 4. .
ment for the family. Larry and Judy Vardon Native West is Iocated
- are both deaf. A son, Lance, is blind and at 863 W. Ann Arbor Trail
autistic. Another son, Stéfan, can hear and in downtown Plymouth,
see and communicates with them and links Calt (734) 455-8838for =~ =
them to the outside world. information. i

Family members were concerned about
Lance, who tended to sometimes wander
away from the home. The remodeling would
need to include technology to better secure
the home. Fairway Construction of
Southfield, the project manager, contacted
Guardian Alarm of Southfield to develop an
integrated system for the Vardons. Soon
Guardian met with producers from the ABC
show to discuss the design of the house.

* “They were really excited,” said Matt
Fraiberg, assistant general manager of
Guardian Alarm. “They had never seen a
project like th;s

The remodeling project reguired that the
honie be mnomud within one week, That
meant more than 100 workers and contrac-
tors were working inside or outside the
home at various times.

The house was originally 900 square feet,
and the Vardons “didn’t want to be over-
whelmed with technology,” Fraiberg said.

Six cameras were installed at the home.
One views the kitchen and living room area,
another in Lance’s room and another is
located in the play room downstairs.
Exterior cameras view the pool, side of the
house and the front door.

What really assisted the Vardons, however,
was the strobes. “We had to differentiate
what kind of alarms to set off;” Fraiberg
explained. “The white one went off when a
door or window opened, while the red strobe
alerted them to a panic situation, such as
smoke or a break-in.”

Capable cabinetry

James and Morris
Carey of AP Weekly ki
Features write the follow-
ing about new kitchen © -
cabinets:

“Want to spruce up the
kitchen with new cabi-
nets? Today, lots of folks:
are taking on this do-it-
yourself project. Home
centers are stocking up
on all sorts of cabinets
and parts, making things
easier for you.

“First, find the highest
place on your floor; it's
your starting point. Then,
everything else needs to-

. e ‘shimmed up' to equal
that height.
“Set corner cabinets
first; then work out from
there, Hang upper cabi-.
nets before lower ones. -
“Never use regular '
wood screws for hanging, :
or your stuff witl wind up-
on the kitchen floor. Use
special construction
screws instead.”

Pet projects

Here are some gift

- . When those alerts activate, the Vardons suggestions for the .
? only need to look at monitors in the kitchen, little pet on your hollday
master bedroom and Judy’s craft room to list.

For your hamster, how

view the cameras. “They can switch cameras |
about the Habitrail Space

to see where Lance is at or they can look at

all six cameras at once, P‘raxberg said. “They : Station Waste

can turn to the monitor in the room, and n Scott Takacs’ words, Compartment or the

within seconds, they have (the situation) ‘we ripped everything Habitrail Playground?

under control” out.” Five years ago this The waste compart-
The Vardons didn’t want to lock the craft month Scott and ment is a private potly

room, but they wanted to ensure Lance did- - Rebecca Takacs bought complete with scented
n’t wander in there, either. Guardian a 1950s brick ranch house on litter and a rodent-sized
installed an access system that requires a one acre in Livonia, then scoop. -
code to enter the room. (Anyone can exit the - embarked on a fourmyear Designed with

room by pushing open the door.) - remodeling journey. ; ’gg VTR O ,» - . input from animat

Guardian’s technology also extends to “We tore down eve; * thi 3 | o TLOme % Jii | behaviorists to attract
helping bedridden home patients in terms of the brick, the plaster, 4 o % i % . g s _hamsters when nature
security and well-being. A button and : plumbing,” Scott sai 1 § S OGS 107 . calls, the new privy
motion mats located near the bed notify was nothing left” a R 5 % .1 makes it easier to keep
family members and medical personnel : They created the, PO %i%{« your hamster's Habitrail'
when that person falls. Cameras also can that they wanted, a ‘ Space Station clean and -
keep watch over that person. great room with an ~ fresh,

Guardian officials were thrilled to help - high ceiling, a thre - For more information,
with ABC’s Extreme Makeover and the ' garage and two bedr visit - ’
Vardon family. ' They expanded a kite : ) hitp://www.h agen.com/ u

“We showed them how to use everything,” and dining room area ang - sa/small/product.cfm?CA
Fraiberg said. “They are always excited to see " rebuilt a master bedroom T=61&SUBCAT=6107&PR
us. They are grateful. They are truly a 0D_iD=06619700020101,
deserving family”” The new Habitrail

: , ‘ ; — - : Playground from the -~ -

. : , : , Roif C. Hagen Corp.. -
‘ ’ , ‘ » ' - | lets hamsters stretch .
MARKH PI.ACE ’ § their fegs, playand .

e ' . : explore their surround- *"
Submissions : ‘ Just aég water é&g‘gé égg&} : genuine aquarium setup that can provide a healthy envi- ings, while giving their -
Do you have a special item you'd '% The new Marina Goldfish Starter Kit by the Rolf C. Hagen ronment for goldfish. | owners an unobstructed-
ke to showcase in Marketplace Corp. is a stylish looking, piuq-and-qo, portable fish tank. The turnkey tank includes an automated fiiter, fiake food a | view of their pets having
A for gofdfish. water conditioner, a silk piant and colorful gravei. « fun. .
on the front of At Home? The convenient new tank system comes prepackaged with  Available in two sizes, 1.7 gallons and 2.65 gallons, the The pets can “work
We'd like to feature it! Send 8 everything needed to enjoy goldfish keeping, exceptthe ‘Marina makes an ideal desktop aquarium for an offlce. out" on the spin-around -

" photo or slide of the piece, fish and water. . dorm room or den. exercise wheel, then go -
along with information, to: With its sleek styling, contemporary color accents (purple it can also serve as a "starter tank" for chsidren, mtroduc- " to the unit's cozy loft for’
Ken Abramczyk, or orange) and high-tech features, the Marina represents a  ing them to fish keeping. a comfortable placeto
At Home editor, Observer & far cry from the plain oid goidfish bowl that most of us Avaifable at leading pet stores, the Marina curl up and sleep. ,
Eccentric Newspapers remember from carnivals and state fairs. Goldfish Starter Kit has a suggested retail price of $30 to For more information, .

' e Aside from its upscale appearance, the Marina offers a $40. For more information, visit www.hagen.com. -} visit www.habitrail.com .
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 48150. , : . or www.hagen.com.
5‘:“ 0‘ .



http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.hagen.com
http://www.hagen.eom/u
http://www.habitrail.com
http://www.hagen.com
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he headline of a recent
newspaper column said it

used the refrigeration technol-

" ogy of ammonia. I remember

whole side and advertise the
different prices per pound for

some freezer space because of
the ice maker and dispenser

four refrigerator tells me about you Fishy e-mail? Maybe

ou're being phished

% all: “Your refrigerator my mother calling the fire assembly, but remember, your - different sections. Many home-
‘could indicate just how stylish  department because she could-  frozen goods in the freezer sec-  owners would have these huge
you really are.” n't figure out where the awful tion are easy to move in and upright and chest freezers that
After reading the column, I smell was coming from. The out. In my way of thinking, could hold many hundreds of
reflected on refrigerator was hauled out of ~ that’s called easy storage. pounds of frozen food. It’s a
the 40 years of  the house and we ended up I think the world of a side- - different world today, as con-

fixing these

| I met alongthe
way. I then
thought about
my own

getting a new one. (That'’s so

The column indicated that if
you had a certain refrigerator
in your home it represented
different traits in your charac-

by-side and I think it will be a

1 read where the top mount
refrigerator indicates you are
“loyal,” grew up with this style
and don’t want to change. 1

sumers generally don’t buy in

productsand  long ago, I can’t remernberif  long time coming before it’s such bulk.
the thousands  thiey had warranties back dethroned as the ultimate Shopping habits have
of homeowners then.) image maker. changed with the times for var-

ious reasons. There are more
stores in the neighborhood,
quicker movement of food
within a home, more fear of

Doctor upbringing ter. For example, a side-by-side  think that’s a bunch of bunk! power outages and more edu-
,,,,, . and how style . could brand you as the person  You mean to tell me that you cation by food experts. Food
may be meas-  who likes bells and whistles, like stuffing the freezer section  that is turned over in six’
ured back icemakers and water dis- with frozen food and, in order  months or less has more flavor
then, whenwe  pensers. to access something in the and nutritional value than oth-
used a cave on I tend to think that home- back, remove food and putting  erwise.
the side of a hill with a big owners purchase a side-by-side it on the kitchen counter? That author should not have
heavy wood door called “The because they have finally Most top mount owners will tried to summarize someone’s
Root Cellar” reached the point where they purchase a side-by-side when  character based on what refrig-
We progressed to a wooden can afford to buy it. They cost 2 they have the room to do so. erator they own. She should
cabinet with two doors, one for  lot more than a root cellar, In Kitchen remodeling and new  have simply stated how much
placing the solid ice block into  the early 1960s the big seller home builders make that

the upper compartment, and
the other for preserving the
food. In those days, you had to
‘look out for traces of sawdust
landing in a plate of leftovers.
Our first electric refrigerator

was the bottom-mount refrig-
erator and then the side-by-
side was created.

I don’t think the side-by-side
has ever lost it’s newness in the
marketplace. Sure, you lose

Holiday Walk cites hall's 75 years

Meadow Brook Hall turns 75 years old
this year and to celebrate its anniversary, -
organizers have returned to the celebra-
tions of past years that have taken place
within these magnificent rooms.

Guests will enjoy a variety of celebra~
tions: a glimpse of a traditional New Year’s
Eve celebration, Alfred Wilson and
Matilda Dodge Wilson’s 25th anniversary
party, Danny Dodge’s Halloween festivities

and much more.

" Meadow Brook Hall’s 2004 Holiday
Walk offers a variety of events designed to
capture the imagination of children and
parents alike. Every Saturday and Sunday,
children can enjoy holiday story time and
visit Santa Claus in the ballroom. Other
agtivities include writing letters to Santa,
designing personalized ornaments and
holiday cards.

Children will also learn about the “pick-
le” tradition and find the “pickle” orna-
ment on 11 trees throughout the home.
This Christmas Eve German tradition is to
hide a pickle [ornament] deep in the
branches of the family Christmas tree.

‘Granite 3cm thick!

The parents hung the pickle last after all

the other ornaments were in place. In the
morning they knew the most observant
child would receive an extra gift from St.
Nicholas. The first adult who finds the
pickle traditionally gets good luck for the
whole year.

Open to the publie, the Holiday Walk
2004 75 Years of Grandeur begins Friday,
Nov. 26 and runs through Dec. 19 tours
are offered daily, Monday through Sunday,
from 11 a.m.~ 5 p.m. (The last admittance
at 4 p.m.).

The cost is $20 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren under 17 years accompanied by an

~ adult and children under 2 are free.

A major fund-raising event for Meadow
Brook Hall, all Holiday Walk proceeds are
used for the preservation and interpreta-
tion of this significant historic property.
For additional information on Meadow
Brook Hall’s Holiday Walk, please call
(248) 370-3140 or visit www.meadow-
brookhall.org.

Meadow Brook Hall is the fourth largest
historic house museum in the United

Granite Countertops|
Lowest Advertised

Price in the

choice for you automatically. It
wasn’t So many years ago you
could open the page of a news-
paper and there would be a big
cut out of a huge side of beef. A
butcher shop would sell you a

Tri-County Area

smarter we have become.

Joe Gagnon can now be heard on
WWJ-950 and WXYT-1270. He is a mem-
ber and past president of the Society
of Consumer Affairs Professionals. His
phone number is (248) 455-7281.

LORRAINE LEIGH

Meadow Brook Hall in Rochester celebrates the
hait’s 75 years with a variety of celebrations show-
casing typical parties for the family of Alfred
Wilson and Matilda Dodge Wilson.

States, and is renowned for its
craftsmanship, architectural detailing
and grand scale. Built in the 1920s as

the residence of Oakland University
founders, Matilda Dodge Wilson (widow
of auto pioneer John Dodge) and her sec-
ond husband lumber broker Alfred G.
Wilson, the 110-room, 88,000 square-foot,
Tudor-revival style mansion is complete
with vast collections of original art and
furnishings.

Pelite
Tradilional
{ Recliner

Open Daily 9:30-6;
Thurs, & Fri, 't 9; Sat, 'til 5:30

FILEXSTEEL

von artists have it so easy
these days. :

No more setting up elabo-
rate schemes and fake-outs like
the ones so entertainingly por-
trayed in movies like The Sting,
The Grifters, '
and the vastly
underrated
Matchstick
Men.

Now, they
Jjust click Send.

- It’s called

“phishing,” an
Tech insidious scam
Savvy designed to

‘ trick users into

; handing over
R'df their credit-
E:g;gg card numbers
and other per-
sonal information.

The culprits hijack a compa-
ny brand and pose as a repre-
sentative, offering to help you
resolve a “problem” that has
cropped up.

Here’s an example:

From: support team

To: JoeUser@aol.com

Subject: Attention That Your Billing
tnformations Are Out of Order

Dear valued AOL member:

it has come to our attention that your
billing informations are out of order.
if you could please take 5-10 minutes

- out of your online experience and

update your personat records so you
wilt not run into any future problems
with the online service.

At the end there’s a handy
link:

~https://www. Aol. com/billing.

Looks pretty legit, no?

Well, no. Although the mes-
sage even includes an AOL
logo, clues abound as to its
fraudulence. One is the logo
itself, which looks like a low-
resolution copy.

Then there’s the bad spelling.
Big companies hire profession-
al copywritérs, so you're not
likely to see “billing informa-
tions” in any official correspon-
dence. Likewise, look for your
name, not “valued customer” or
something similarlv imperson-

B Kesillent situcus wire

backspsings.

Back padded
wits suppartive

«+ polyurethane
foam and
poiyester fibers,

FURNITURE, INC.

2N S

Help make your dreams come

584 W. ANN ARBOR TRAIL * PLYMOUTH .
FINE FURNITURE

MAKE IT A FAMILY OUTING

al. Fmally, there’s the link. i
Clicking it would likely take me -
to an official-looking Web site,
where I'd be asked to provide all .
" manner of personal information.

But I know better. In my e-
mail program (Qutlook
Express), moving my mouse = :
cursor over the link reveals the .
actual Web address that’s
embedded in it:
http://64.23.5.7/Aol. .

That’s bogus. AOL and other e
companies don’t have numeri-
cal Web addresses. So beforel .
even click the link, I've spotted .
plenty of red flags - any single
one of which would be cause
enough to trash the e-mail.

Unfortunately, not all phish- -
ing is that easy to spot. Take the
recent stream of messages con-
cerning my eBay account:
Apparently someone hasbeen -
using it to make phony bids, and ..
would I mind dlicking here to
verify my personal information?

These messages looked
indistinguishable from the real .
deal, even to my trained eye.
The return address, the Web '
link, the small-print legalese at -
the bottom ~ all of it seemed
genuine, So how did I know it
wasn't? For starters, I know that - - .
‘AOL, Citibank, eBay, PayPal, and ..
other institutions have expressly .
stated they will never ask for per- -
sonal information in an e-mail.

1 also know that phishing
exists, so I'm naturally suspi-
cious. Plus, I'd been using my
eBay account regularly and
knew everything was in order.

In other words, exercise
common sense. When in
doubt, call or e-mail the com-
pany’s customer-service
department, or login to your
account manually, skipping the
links in the e-mail. Don’t make
it any easier for the con artists.

P

Rick Broida writes about computers
and technology for the Qbserver & H
Eccentric Newspapers. Broida, of o g
Commerce Township, is the co-author i
of numerous books, including “How to

Do Everything with Musicmatch” and

“101 Kilter Apps for Your Palm

Handheld.” He weicomes guestions

sent to rickbroidal@excite.com.

@erxsteel

Amwrica’s Seating Specialist

High-restilent
foam with
poiyester Mbe
cushion
guaranteed
lor life,

_ true with a flexsteel recliner
starting at.. *399%
Some Modals Avaitable
Leather

734 453-4700

INSIDE.

_.BEPLLZROAO

ON THE

. $38.95 S/F Amarello Gold
1 $38.95 S/F RosaBeta
+ $38.95 S/F Luna Pearl
: $38.95 S/F Topazio Ouro
' $38.95 S/F Verde Tunas
+ $42.95 S/F Black Pearl
- $4295 S/F S.CeciliaD.
1 $42.95 S/F Verde Butterfly
§: $45.95 S/F Baitic Brown
1 $4595 S/F Gold Butterfly
- $45.95 S/F White Butterfly
: $4995 S/F Black Impala

All prices include instaliation, full bullnose or
© straight polished edge 20 s/ minimum
Mach:ne finished edges only (while supplies last)

~Close Out Tile
Reg. %2.99-3.99 s/f

Now as low as *1.69 s/f
42 styles available

quantities limited, Ruge Discounts |
hurry in for the onallin
best selection! stock dranite
‘ahd marble tiles

© 7 Southfield
23455 Telegraph Rd.
(248) 356-6430

Silkstone
colors to choose fro

529.95 S/F

Ceramic Tile Sales Inc-.
.Marble & Granite Shop

Farmington Hills
24301 Indoplex Circle
(248) 426-0093

50 “HEAVY" MICHIGAN
CEDAR ROPING $29.99 REG. $39.99

Bring the entire family and visit our winter
activities while you select your tree and fresh
greens. Friday, Saturday and Sunday 11-3.

» FREE Pictures with Santa ¢ Petting Farm
» Cider and Donuts * Hayrides ¢ Campfire

~ IN-STORE Fygp
NOW IN PROGRESS

HUGE FRESH CUT
TREE SELECTION!

% Noble Vintage Fir-new for ‘04

¥ Free fresh cut and baling

# Custom flocking available

# Fresh cut tree in-store coupon

A
—d
-
o

PL
N

Visit one of our Showrooms!

734-453-5500

www.plymouthnursery.net

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd.

Installarlon includes Wayne, Oakiand, and Macomb Counties,
<+ Others at additional cost. Offer not valid with any other discourt,
w A/I previous orders excluded. Subject o stock on hand.

SHOP HERE LAST, WE

Southfield/Farmington Hills Hours: M-T-Th 8:30-5:00;
W-F 8:30-8:00; Sat‘9'00-5'ﬂﬂ N

WILL BE YOUR BEST DEAL!

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Mon-Fri 9-8 ¢ Sat 9-6 » Sun 10-6

Offers Expire 12/1/04 Corner

7 Miles West of I-275
1 1/2 Miles South of M-14

of Gotfredson Rd.


mailto:JoeUser@aol.com
https://wwsv.Aol.com/billing
http://64.23.5.7/Aol
mailto:rickbroida1@excite.com
http://www.plymouthnursery.net
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that are a cross-section of the
town and are located all over
town,” said Jan Bennett, organ-
izer of the Greenmead Walk.
“We try to get homes that are
different.”

RANCH DRESSING

The Takacs’ house is unique
in that their ranch conversion
has spread by word-of-mouth
in the neighborhood. “We have
a lot of people who just ran-
domly stop by to look at it,”
Scott said. “We thought it
would be good idea to volun-
teer our home for the
Christmas tour. We've gone on
house tours for Greenmead
and they are a lot of fun.”

The Takacs always enjoyed
driving through the neighbor-
hood on Bell Creek Lane and
liked the home sites and the
iarge lots on that street. When
they first purchased the home,
it was smaller than their previ-
ous home. By the time they fin-
ished remodeling, it almost
tripled the size of the house. “It
now looks more like a Cape
Cod house,” Scott said.

The Takacs have worked to
decorate their home for this
year’s home tour with a mix of
old decorations and new ones.

The couple’s 12-foot
Christmas tree is decorated
with blue ribbons and blue and
white lights in the great room.
The tree was purchased from
Ray Hunter Florist in
Southgate. “It took two cars to
get (the tree) back,” said
Rebecca.

‘A manger scene given o
them by Madie Takacs, Scott’s .
grandmother, is tucked on a
shelf of one of custom cabinets
made by Scott. Two other
manger scenes — one that
Scott purchased years ago and
one from Rebecca’s mother,
Betty Rodgers of Taylor — also
will decorate the great room.

Each of the rooms have dif-
ferent themes.

A guest bedroom is the
home’s angel room with angels
from Scott’s grandmother. The
Red room is another bedroom
decked out in a nautical theme
of lighthouse photos and light-
houses, which originated from
a trip to the Upper Peninsula
and Hghthouse visits

Downstairs a Dickens
Village is set up on a table. The
couple, who met at and gradu-
ated from the University of
Michigan, have created a
maize-and-blue shrine down-
stairs, dedicated to thelr alma
mater.

The kitchen displays Santa
Clauses, Christmas dolls and
bears.

“Over the years we've
collected lot of angels and
Santas,” Scott said. Rebecca
adds: “People like to bring us
Santas.” On the tableisa
Christmas dish collection, all
set for dinner, from Scott’s
mother, Patricia Nagy of
Plymouth.

CHRISTMAS WALK

What: 16th Annual Friends of
Greenmead Christmas Walk.
Seven homes in Livonia, all
decorated for the holidays, will
be open for viewing. Visitors
can enjoy thf\e, walk and help by

* contributing to the proceeds

designated for the restoration
and preservation of Livonia's
historic Greenmead. '
When: 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 4.

Where: The walk begins at the
Hilf House at Greenmead where
hot chocolate and homemade
cookies will be served.
{Greenmead is located on the
southwest corner of Newburgh
and 8 Mile, Enter from
Newburgh Road.) Unique
Christmas items can be
purchased at the Hill House
gift shop.

Tickets: Advance tickets are
$9 per person, or $10 the day
of the event. Tickets are
available from any of the
Livonia ibraries, the Civic
Center Library Gift Shop,
Greenmead andthe
Department of Community
Resources located on the fifth
floor of Livonia City Hall at 5
Mile and Farmington roads.
Organizers suggest wearing
shoes that slip on and off
easily, as shoes must be
removed before entering the
homes.

For information, please call
(734) 466-3540 or (734) 425
4855.

FAMILY TIES

Other homes are unique,
too.

Debbie and Jim Arnett’s
four-bedroom colonial was
selected by the Friends of
Greenmead to be on the tour.
“It’s an honor, but it’s also a lot
of work, said Debbie with a
aneh “We
the holidays.”

The hoiidays carry remem-
brances of family members.
Debbie puts up crocheted
snowflakes from Debbie’s
grandmother, who died in
2003. Debbie also has decora-
tions from her parents. “These
things bring back memories,”
she said.

The Arnetts also have a
Santa collection displayed in
the living room, many of them
given to them by friends and
relatives in travels, “We've
added a few things and as of
last year, we've done more with
the snowmen in the basement,”
Debbie said.

Arnett enjoys supporting

Fke to decorate the

and MARBLE for

Your Home and Office
“Experience, craftsmanship
-and 85 Years in Business...
Your Satisfaction Guaranteed”

*150 OFF |

Purchase of your Granite
Counter Top
Mlmmum purchase $1000

o

~BROS. SINCE 1919 -
MARBLE, TILE & CARPET

www.colauttibros.com

IMPORTED GRANITE

2779 Howard Ave. 519-966-1111 » Fax: 519-966- 2849
[.5.Blocks.N. of‘_‘Devonshlre Mall «.Call Toll.Free:-800-265-5849.

Greenmead and its historical
significance to the area. “I
think it’s a treasure for
Livonia,” she said. “It’s great for
Livonia. It’s a great experience
for anyone to help Greenmead.
Our family loves historical
things. It’s great to have it close
by”

Another home in the
Rosedale Park subdivision con-
sists of 800 square feet, but it
is now an “enchanted land,”
Bennett said. “It makes me
think of the French cottages,
with the quaint artifacts on the
walls,” Bennett said. “She
operied up the closet and the
shelves in it have special
charms. ,

“We have several other ele-
gant homes, which will be all
set up for Christmas.”

FUN FUND-RAISER

The walk is critical for rais-
ing funds for the Greenmead
development and renovations.
“The walk is the main fund-
raiser each year,” Bennett said.
She expected that the Friends
of Greenmead would give
$20,000 to Greenmead this
month.

“Each year or any other year,
it’s significant,” Bennett said.
“At this time, with the city
budget being so tlght, it's nice
to keep this going,” she said.

She expected funds raised
will help with the renovation of
the Old Blue House. “People
will buy tickets because some
of it will go to Greenmead, but
they’re also coming to people’s
homes to look at their homes.”

There’s a home with a mili-
tary room, devoted te a World
War IT veteran and a grand-
daughter who recently gradu-
ated from West Point.

kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 9012107

Military, family members
remembered on holiday home tour

Here are summaries of the
other homes on the Friends for
Greenmead Holiday Tour:

B A home on Middleboro
displays a candy cane walkway
to the front door. A sled from
the hostess’ childhood, piled
with gmlv wranped pa( kages,
u(’.\w)wﬂv : :
tag is stijl
85.95.

Animated figures adorn the
living room, where you’ll
encounter the first of 10 or

nlact, displaying

" more Christmas trees. This

seven-foot tree shows the host-
ess’s love of purple and grapes,
making for a striking and
unusual holiday theme.

The den reflects a military
tribute to all service women
and men, who continually

This dinette area is all set for the
holidays.

serve, especially the hostess’s
late husband and her father
who were both U.S. Marines.
The family recently welcomed
home a granddaughter and her
husband, both graduates of
West Point, after 15 moenths in
Traq. Of cours tlk tree js a
hiaze ot rod W
with 2 mmmdq oftc
Tots. especially at this time 01
year. v

The dining room gives off a
warm red glow, from the table
settings to the candy cane tree.

Toyland has taken over the
back porch. Teddy bears have
found a new home — the
tree. A collection of Campbell
soup ornaments and toys are
everywhere.

Of special interest is the

HILWOUSE |

The Hill House, built in 1841, was purchased by the C:ty of
Livonia in 1977. The Greek Revzval house serves as a museam -
and backdrop for community events. Listed on the National =i
Register of Historic Places, the Livonia landmark is an annual ...
stop on the Friends of Greenmead Christmas Walk. o

Every year local quester groups decorate the house for b
Christmas. In the parlor the stockings are hung high bythe  ~=i.
Sauk Trail Questers. They also decorated the bedroom with ¢
visions of a Christmas past. The Elmwood Station Questers
decorated the dining room. The table is set with dishes deco-
rated with illustrations and verses from the poem. A Christmas;,_5
tree in the bay window is decorated with candies. Quakertown 2 %
Questers have decorated the library with a festive look. AN

The sunroom decorated by longtime Greenmead volunteers
Marian Lynch and Pauline Schweiger with an array of Santas -
and reindeers. The kitchen has been decorated by the Sak
Alexander Blue Questers and has a glow of old time charm and.....
comfort.’ / :

The homemade cookies and cocoa are courtesy of the
Friends for the Development of Greenmead. S

Livonia Florist, 31110 Five Mile in Livonia, added a holiday v
arrangement to the trimmings of the Hill House this season.

homeowner’s extensive collec-
tion of Ron Lee clowns. They
can be seen in several rooms
throughout the home.

The downstairs rec room
holds yet another spec1a1 sur-
prise with an impressive model
train display, Merri-Craft
'f"ir\r';a'f 1131 Merrig
Livomia contributed to the
holiday décor in this house.

% The owner of an 800-
square-foot cottage on Ingram
in Old Rosedale Gardens
moved all of her belongings
from her former “Big House”
on Arden Street and filled this
little “doll house” with 36 years
of Christmas treasures. The
wide front porch has pillars

ap Bl

The original dining room, located on
the north side of the house, was foo
small for this 8~foot table, 5o this
room was built next to the great
room and kitchen {o accommodate

PLEASE SEE HOMES, B4  the table,
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éimstmas in the Vlllaqe
VEIC,Iht residences will be featured in
eHristmas in the Village's Holiday
EnBme Tour, 59 p.m. Friday, Nov. 26, in
Zeterry Hill Village in Canton.
- Cherry Hill Village is at Cherry Hill and
idqe Road, Take Beck Road o Cherry
=Hill and travel west on Cherry Hill.
sThis Victorian- inspired community
2has earty 1900s-style architecture,
Zwith old-fashioned street lights, front
“#porches on every house and white
: "ﬁpscket fences. '
r*?r ceeds from the tour will benefit
rTh Canton Community Foundation.
uTickets are $12 at the door, $10 in
advance at The Summit of Canton;
+Holiday Market on Liltey in Canton;
f‘Canton Community Foundation (inside
athe Human Service Building in Cherry

_=Building Co., Feather Your Nest on
ZFord (just west of Napier); Ribar
EFlorist in Plymouth; Jinae's of
lymouth; and Changing Florist in
“Northville.
fAIso in the Village, the new Village
'fheater will present Gift of the Magi
by The Great Lakes Lyric Opera Co.
iday-Sunday, Nov. 26-28. Shows are
30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and 2
m. Sunday. Tickets are $10.
ee events begin at noon Saturday,
ov. 27, as Christmas in the Village

2Hilt Vitlage); Cherry Hill Market; Curtis -

will also-feature juried artisans dis-
-playing their wares, strolling perform-
ers, entertainment on the main stage,
samplings of Victorian era foods pro-
vided by local restaurants, a petting
200, Victorian games and a visit from
Santa Claus. Saturday's events will
conclude with a tree lighting ceremo-
ny at 5:30 p.m. in the village square.
Elf Shelf
The Troy Women's Association wm
present the 33rd annual juried EIf
Shelf Arts and Crafts Show 9 a.m.to 4
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 27, at Troy High
School, 4777 Northfield Parkway.
Troy High School is south of Long
Lake Road, between Crooks and
Coolidge. EIf Sheif wili feature more
than 150 artisans. Proceeds benefit
local charitable organizations. The $2
donation at the door goes to local ..
charities. For more information, calf
(248) 988-0426 or e-mail
elfshelf_twa@yahoo.com.
The Troy Women's Association pro- .
motes projects of civic betterment
and individua! development. it meets
7:30 p.m, the first Tuesday of each
month at the Troy Community Center,
3179 Livernois, north of Big Beaver.
Fridays at Cranbrook
Explore the cultural treasures of
Cranbrock in Bloomfield Hills in a spe-
cial way Friday, Nov. 26.

"HOME CALENDAR

* Cranbrook House, 380 Lone Pine

Road, is Detroit's oldest Manor House,

an English Arts and Crafts-style mas- -

terpiece. It was built for George
Gough Booth and Ellen Scripps Booth
by architect Alberf Kahn in 1908.

The fourth. Friday of each month,
Cranbrook House will remain open to
the pubtic for tours untit 9 p.m.
Admission is free.

A special program, Cut 'n’ Mix Fridays:
Art Talk and Jam, with popular Detroit
techno musicians piaying live in the
gatleries at the Cranbrook Art
Museum, 39221 Woodward, wilt cufmi-
nate Nov, 26 with the release party of
the compilation CD. The CD will

include music by all musicians partici-

" pating in the Cut '’ Mix series.

Admission is $6 for adults, $4 for stu- -

dents and seniars, and free for under
age 12. For information on specific
events, cali the Cranbrook Art
Museum at (248) 645-3323, or visit
www.cranbrook.edu.

Frankiin home tour
Notabie homes in Frankiin will be fea-
tured on the Candletight Home Tour
4-8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $3 for
children, and available at Franklin
merchants including Yanke Design,
Appletree Room, Escapades and
Market Basket.

The tour is part of the Franklin Winter
Festival - formerly Holly Day - 9 am.
to9p.m. :
Festival events will include ice carv
ing, children's activities, face painting,
visit with Santa, crafts, bake sale,
school choirs, mimes, horse-drawn
carriage-rides (5-9 p.m.), Franklin's
third annual Festival of Trees silent
auction featuring trees and wreaths
decorated and donated by villagers
(4-8 p.m. in Frankfin Community
Church; admission is free), and
Hanukah candle lighting and tree
lighting ceremony (6:30 p.m. in front
of the Franklin library).

Food, popcorn and other street activi-
ties will take place throughout the

- day. Schedules will be available in

downtown Franklin stores on Franklin
Road just south of 14 Mile.
Holiday garfand
Learn how to shape, trim and deco-
rate an artificial pine garland that will
be beautiful on your dining room
table, hutch, doorway or stairway rai-
ing in Holiday Garland with Ribbons,
Berries and Pine, a class at The
Community House in downtown
Birmingham.
The one-session class will meef 9:30-
11:30 a.m. or 7-9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7,
taught by Jacqueline Carney. The ~~
Community House is at 380 S. Bates.

You will also learn how to make a
basic bow to use many ways during
the holidays. Have fun creating your
own distinctive garland by adding
berries, cones, ribbons and trim. |
The fee is $19, Materials cost, payable
at the class, will range from $35 to’
$50, based on the size of the project
and what you want touse.
To register, calt The Community House
at (248) 644-5832, or visit www.com-
munityhouse.com,

Home decor
Haberman Fabrics, 905 S, Main in Revai
Oak, presents a variety of home decor
classes for different skill ievels.
Thégs{chedule includes Creative
Christmas Stocking, Sunday, Nov. 28, or
Wednesday, Dec. 8 (fee is $20); and
Beginner Pillow, Mondays, Nov. 29 to
Dec. 13 ($60). Call (248) 54t-0010, e-mail
Contactls@HabermanFabrics.com or
visit www.HabermanFabrics.com for
registration and other information.

Holly Walk
Six Rochester area homes beautifully
decorated for the holidays will be fea-
tured at the 2004 Holly Walk, noon to
5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12, presented by
the Friends of the Rochester Hills .
Public Library.
Tickets, advance only, are $20 and
benefit the library. To buy tickets by
mail, send a self-addressed envelope

with a check payable to the Friends of

the Rochester Hills Public Library to -
Holly Walk Tickets, Friends Library
Store, 500 Olde Towne Road,
Rochester 48307, no fater than
Saturday, Dec. 4. Tickets are available
at Bordine Nursery Garden Store,
Dillman & Upton True Value Hardware,
the Friends’ Library Store, Heslop's at-
the Viflage of Rochester Hilis,
Sharon’s Hallmark and Werner's
Hallmark. Refreshments will be served
at the dairy barn at Van Hoosen Farm.
For information, call (248) 652-3549.
Potters market
The 29th annual Potters Market wall
take place Friday-Sunday, Dec. 3-5; at
876 Horace-Brown Drive in Madison
Heights, south of 13 Mile and west of
John R, between Montpelier and
Barrington. Hours open at 10 a.m.
daily and continue to 8 p.m. Dec. 3,6
p.m. Bec. 4 and 5 p.m. Dec. 6.
The event, the largest pottery salein

the country, is presented by advanced

ceramic students of Oakland
Community Cotiege in Royaf Oak. It

will feature functionat, decorativeand .

whimsical jewelry, stoneware, porce-
lain and raku items by 130 potters.
Admission is free. No stroilers.

For more information, call (248) 246-
2686, e-mail crblosse@oaklandec.edu,
or visit thepottersmarket.com.

HOMES
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The home owner has bor-

:dered the dining room with a
-beautiful toile print wallpaper,
‘named Rosedale. This closet
“houses the owner’s dishes and
:stemware. Cardwell Florist,

‘ 32109 Plymouth in Livonia,

prowded the floral arrange-

“ment for this home.

B At a home on Pembroke

s family is happy to be cele-

‘Brating their sixth Christmas
there. Nestled in the quiet

“Woodbrooke subdivision, the
Home was built in 1986.

Upon entering, a quilt cus-

tom made for the stairwell

.named Christmas Star hangs

overhead and is displayed year
round. The living room is the
Santa Room, displaying the
collection that began a dozen
years ago.

Many additions to the
collection have been gifts, and
hold special memories.

Several of the home’s decora-
tions are handmade by loving
family members and friends,
and include Santas, snowmen,
pillows and the crocheted
snowflakes in the windows.

Two years ago, the home-
owners made frames for the
Christmas lights in the front
windows.

Lights are permanently
attached and the frames are
easily put up and taken down
for storage. Nature’s Floral
Gifts, 37464 W. Five Mile in
Livonia contributed to the hol-
iday décor in this house.

M Christmas is a very special

" OVER 40 5TYLES OF
ENTERTAINMENT
CENTERS

time of year for a home on
Vanderhaven as the family cel-
ebrates the holidays in their
newly constructed home with
family and friends. Trees are
trimmed in reds and greens,
while festive mantels glimmer
and gleam with glitter and
gold.

Weber's Floral Gifts, 28301x
Five Mile in Livonia, added a
holiday arrangement to the
trimmings of the Hill House
this season.

M A Cape Cod style home on
Ladywood greets visitors with
candles burning in the front
windows and a collection of
old fashioned sleds on the
front porch. This beautifully
decorated home owned by an
interior designer is filled with
many antiques and treasures,

The large Christmas tree
located in the front room is
decorated with baby’s breath

Huge selection
of curio cabinets,

. 7-BOY

¢ Reclining Sofas

and country ornaments. The
antique dining room furniture
is accentuated with holiday
greens and a collection of

Santas. The walls of the e

adjoining count¥y kitchen are

overflowing with collectibles.
The walls of the garden

room are hand painted and-an

*_ antique children’s-table and set

of chairs belonging to the
owner’s grandfather when he
was a boy catches your eye.
The Christmas tree is decorat-
ed with hand made storybook
characters.

Over 100 handmade country
dolls hang on the walls of the
den. A Christmas tree, decorat-
ed with red apples, sits on top
of an antique table.

Before leaving this beautiful-
ly decorated home, you will go
upstairs to the bedrooms.

You will be greeted by a
burst of bold and bright
colors.

Each bedroom has its own
Christmas tree, decorated to
complement the unique colors
in every room. The banister

leading you back down to the
main floor is decorated with an
abundance of greens, ribbon
and tulle.

Holiday accompaniments
were provided by French’s
Flowers & Gifts, 33885 Five
Mile Road in Livonia.

M A custorn home on Van
Road, built in 1992, became
the owners’ third Livonia
home since moving here in
1969.

When you enter the
two-story foyer, you will feel
that, even though you have
stepped indoors, that you are
still outdoors, because the
entire back of the house has
floor to ceiling windows look-
ing out over an abundance of
beautiful trees.

The great room’s 9-foot
Christmas tree is decorated in
shades of pink, cream, gold
and burgundy with a Vlctoman
theme.

The dining room table is set
for a holiday luncheon with
Royal Worchester Holly
Ribbons china and Waterford

Kylemore crystal. Snowmen
and Santa placemats on the
kitchen table await the arrival
of their six granddaughters for
their annual Sunday night
before Christmas supper, cook-
ie baking and sleepover.

Other decorations include a
handmade Santa on the tea:
table, a Byers caroler collection
near the fireplace, a Santa
grouping on the stairway land-
ing, and a den specifically dec-
orated for the children.

- If you look up, almost any-
where in the house you will see
velvet bows hanging from the
ceiling. This has been a tradi-
tion for over 40 years.

The mid-1800s secretary in
the great room, the rocker in
one of the guest rooms, and
the hand made quilts on the
twin beds, are all antiques
passed down through the
family.

A festive holiday arrange-
ment was provided by Vines
Flower & Garden Shop, 30560
Grand River in Farmington
Hills.
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PRIGE!

=2 cabinet clinic

* Factory Direct v

» Costs Much Less Than
Replacing

o Available in Solid Ilak
Maple & Chenry

e References in Your
Neighborhood -

¢ FREE ESTIMATES

The Leader in Cabinet Refacing
Wgst 734-421-81 5] :
North-East 586-751-1 848

www.cabinetclinic.com

OEo6izo1s1}

i S ulmimmn
e, .ul!IHII1

Have Your Furniture |
Reupholstered
Today and Receive . .

PILLOWS fREE

with your ordert

KIM’S UI’HOLSTER!NG

Bdnged e Sectionals -
accessories ¢ Recliners s e ER

¢ Leather

PREP spncmg

Includes: P
sCheck enging ' I !
Eompression e5HP
Check ignition system i I " A
«Change spark plug 227 Cledring '
«Glean fuel system I I * Dura Clean Augér
*Adjust carburetor 3 Wa,-ramy
einstall in-line fuel filter ’
st cable |13 Y}garwigggy o
nals- oLube moving part eg
lo-Sta
- . 5‘ 352%;’.3 m?l; ) Check skid bar & paddies I I 4 5 9
E ¢ B <oan AYe: o - *Degrease housing
4./ & Mich "ot \ - ) : “Bitpices 12/30/04 I I SALE
s + Y Electric

. WES'I'I-A"II Avallabléw
y-LAWN & SNOW-

pen Monday - Friday 0D o Saturday 102

 “Fine Traditional Furnishings”
2945 S. WAYNE ROAD  WAYNE

(4 blks N. of Michigan Ave.) 734 72 1 1 044

Holiday Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9 am - 9 pm  Tues., Wed Sat. 9 am - 6pm

OEOB277464 1 -

‘Shop around for the H)ﬁst rate. Please

Circle Money Market Account

BRE C,)? Balances of $50,000 or moré A ’ v
Limited-time offer '
FDIC insured »

o B

CHARTER ONE’

BANK

To open.an account, call 1-877-TOP-RATE or visit us in person at any Charter One Bank branch.

4 (APY) for new personal accounts. 2.75% APY for baiances of $50,000 or greater, 2.50% APY for $2 s49 999, 2.20% APY for sw 000-524,399, 1.00% APY for up to $10,000. APYs accurate as of puiblication Gate aid 4 may change after accout opeting.
$5,000 halance and a Gircle Checking account required to open. Fess may reduce 9arnmgs Offer good for personai accounts up to $3 million,

3 N : . . . - B
0 " v . . B g . + W ®



mailto:eifshelf_twa@yahoo.com
http://www.cranbrook.edu
mailto:ContactUs@HabermanFabrics.com
http://www.HabermanFabrics.com
mailto:crblosse@oaklandcc.edu
http://www.cabinetclinic.com

. www.hometownlife.com

| ATHOME |

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, November 25, 2004

Endangered Historic Places sought for list

The National Trust for
Historic Preservation is
aceepting nominations for the
2005 America’s 11 Most
Endangered Historic Places
list, -

‘Nominations are being
accepted now to Jan. 19, 2005.

Each year, the National
Trust issues this list to identify
and raise awareness of historic
sites at risk from neglect, dete-
rioration, lack of méﬁintenance,
insufficient funds, mapproprl-
ate development or msensmve
public policy.

Since 1988, the hst has been
one of the most successful
tools in the fight to save
America’s irreplaceable archi-
tectural, cultural and natural
hentage.

The 2005 list will be
announced in May.

“To ensure that the most
threatened sites are chosen,

. the National Trust uses three
primary criteria to determine
the 11 finalists: significance,
urgency and potential solu-
tions, .

.For more information about
the application process and to
download the application, visit
www,nationaltrust.org/11Most
/nomination.html, or call
(202) 588-6141.

Completed nominations
must be postmarked by Jan.
19, 2005.

“Ever since 1988, our
America’s 11 Most Endangered
Historic Places list has been a
powerful wake-up call, alert-
ing people to treasures in trou-
ble and galvanizing efforts to
save them,” said Richard Moe,
president of the National
Trust.

“The list has helped save
some very significant pieces of
our heritage, and we're enor-
mously proud of that fact ~ but
past successes are not enough.

. Important historic sites are

still in danger, and we still -
must work hard to protect the
piaces that tell Amerlcas
story.”

The list has brought nation-
al attention to more than 140
significant buildings, sites and
landscapes.

‘At times, that attention
has garnered public support
to rescue a treasured land-

: mark, ,at tlmes, it has been an

opening in a long battle to save
an xmportant piece of our his-
tory.

It has been so successful in
educating the public that more
than 20 states and many com-
munities publish their own

1

lists of endangered historic
places.

Among the many sites that
have been listed are the tobac-
co barns of Southern ‘
Maryland, Vieux Carré in New
Orleans, Ellis Island in New
York Harbor, the Kennecott
Copper Mines in Alaska, the
Bethlehem Steel Plant in -
Pennsylvania, and the village

of East Aurora, N.Y. Each rep--

resents preservation chal-
lenges facing thousands of
communities.

The National Trust for
Historic Preservation is a pri-
vate, nonprofit membership
organization dedicated to pro-
tecting the irreplaceable.

Recipient of the National
Humanities Medal, the Trust
was founded in 1949 and pro-
vides leadership, education
and advocacy to save
America’s diverse historic
places and revitalize commu-
nities,

Its Washington, D.C., head-
quarters staff, six regional
offices and 25 historic sites
work with the Trust’s 200,000
members and thousands of
local community groups in all
50 states, -

For more information, visit
www.nationaltrust.org.

Holiday classes
Telly's Greenhouse and Garden Center,
3301 John R in Troy, will present class-
es in holidaydecor.
Class fee is 95. Pre-registration is
required; call (248) 689-8735,
Participants will receive a coupon

good for $5 off a $50 purchase made

within seven days of the class.

Judy Corneilier will help you assemble
and decoraté your own holiday door
swag in Holiday Bow and Swag Demo,
Saturday, Dec. 4 (10 a.m.), or Sunday,
Dec. 5 (11 a.m. or 1 p.m.). Choose from
decorations.and fresh greens to cre-
ate a stunning hofiday door greeter,
All materials will be available for pur-
chase. Cornellier wilt also demon-
strate bow making and offer dozens
of beautffui ribbons for purchase.
Materials extra.

In Holiday Greens Arranging, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 7, assemble and take
home your own arrangement that will
serve as a centerpiece for your holi-
day decor or a personalized gift. Bring

IN Yot Dt COntAIners o7 rhanss ane

GARDEN CALENDAR

of th wicker, ceramic or resin
plantfers at Telly’s to hold your cre-
ation. All materials will be avaitable
for L;chhase. Materials extra.
Farmiagton Garden Club
The farmington Garden Club will have
a hofiday luncheon 11 a.m. Monday,

Dec.p, at Longacre House, on the west .

sidejof Farmington Road between 10
anddi Mile, The program wilt be
Boughs, Berries and Bunches. Judy
Corfiellier, a member of the Herb
Socitty of America and chairman of
the Kerb Garden at Cranbrook
Gardens, wili show designs to brighten
up winter and the holidays.
CallNan Reid at (248) 471-2675 for
reseivations.

Troy Garden Club
The Troy Garden Club wilf meet noon
to 3 3.m. Wednesday, Dec. 8, at Big
Beawar United Megwdzst Church, 3753
JohrR, just south of Wattles in Troy.
Vickie Hale and Ron Rudd wilt present
Winter Sowing, an exciting way to

keepthose gardener S r1aﬂds active

"|] [ '.-‘>nl|"> ne

will be served at noon. Guest donation
$3, For more information, call Rita at
(248) 540-4249.

School of Gardening
The Michigan School of Gardening
offers a variety of classes at 29429 Six
Mile in Livonia, just west of Middlebelt
in the Mito Shapping Plaza, and at
Goldner Waish Nursery, 559 Qrchard
Lake Road in Pontiac, north of Square
Lake Road and east of Telegraph.
Register early. Seating is limited.
Some classes have pre-requisites. for
more information, calf (248) 4-GARDEN
or visit www.michigangardening.com.
The schedule includes Computer-
assisted Design, Mondays, Dec. 6-20,
in Livonia (fee is $132; class size limit-
ed to six).
if you have an item for the calendar,
please submit it at least two weeks in
advance of the date it should be pub-
lished. Send to Ken Abramczyk, At
Home Editor, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Ln/oma Wi 48 50 or e-mail kabram-

. RIS

Pet peeves are irritatin

eryone has pet peeves.
You know, those little
hings we deal with in life
that aren’t horrible, just irritat-
ing. Like when people start

‘sentences with “You know.”

Imetaman
who becomes
angered when
people say
“Canadian
Geese.” They
are Canada
i Geese..not
" Canadian
Geese. A work-
er at my clinic
cringes when-
ever she hears
a song by rock
star Avril
Lavigne. My
wife receives irritation from
most of the things I do and say.

I have several of these irrita-
tions, many of which I have to
deal with on an everyday basis,
Some in the clinic, some out-
side.

Like when the person in
front of me at the supermarket
waits until the entire $120
order is run through before
even taking out thelr check
book.

Have they had occasion
where their order was free?

At the clinic, T get worn out
trying to convince people to
have their pet spayed or
neutered.

Women tend to understand,
as they have to deal with their
reproductive tracts medically
all the time.

Men often won’t even hear of
it. I can lay out all the reasons
why neutering will help keep
the pet healthier, all the prob-
lems it will prevent, but they
often decline vehemently. I try
to explain that the neuter is
not retroactive to the owner,
but they can’t bear the thought
of their little friend being
“fixed.”

Though this happens often
enough that it becomes irk-
some, it’s not every time. In
fact, many men are comfort-
able enough in their own sexu-
ality that they can do what’s
best for their pet.

It’s the others that wear on
my nerves

"?f N ety

About
Animals .

Pr. Brad
Davis

AN L

work I deal with a train,

The tracks near my house
must be the finest.in the
area, as the trains not only go
over them, but often stop to
enjoy the feel against thelr
wheels. '

_ This turns the road into a
long, thin parking lot.

It turns me into a Duke of
Hazzard, thinking about jump-
ing my car over the train in
slow motion while shouting
“Yee -ha!”

Once at the clinic, I'm
amazed by the number of
people who lecture their ani-
mals.

If a dog jumps up, pulls, or
whatever else, people will
shout their dog’s name, then
follow up with several sen-
tences outlining how the dog
should behave.

Remember, the dog hears
their name, then Charlie
Brown’s teacher - “Fluffy, wa
wa wa wal”

If you want to correct
your dog, you need to usea
short correction word, such as
“n 0 .”

This must be done tmmed;i-
ately when the problem occurs,
not a few seconds later. Then,
when they stop, praise them.

Now they associate what
they were doing with the bad
thing, and associate your
happy voice with not doing the
bad thing,

Only use their name in
praise...yelling their name will
make them less likely to come
when called, as it means
they’re in trouble,

My greatest pet peeve, tele-
phone solicitors, can be con-
trolled by the no-call list, but a
few still sneak calls through. I
try to get their name and num-
ber, then call them back to get
my number removed from
their list.

They're usually not happy to
get my call, but I see it as
returning the favor.

The new problem I have
seen this year would be the
rapid increase of people buying
mixed breed dogs.

I've mentioned labradoodles
before, as a number of new
owners have asked me about
their dog, and about when thev

can breed Rim or her

They seem very taken aback
when I point out itis not a
breed, and as such, it can't be
“bred”

Breeding means makmg
the next generation of a full -

" breed dog better - in confor-

mation, appearance, and in
health,

People who make mlxed
breed dogs are not breeders,
but are anti-breeders, making
more mixed breed puppies like
those that die at shelters every
day.

We don’t need more. I hope
this stops soon.

(Mixed breed dogs are great!
If you want one, go to a shelter.
A new friend and you will find
each other there!)

Dr. Brad Davis is the Medicai Director
for the VCA of Garden City, 2085
Inkster Road, Garden City, Mi 48135.
Write him there with questions and
comments. Listen to his nationally
syndicated radio show Animal Talk,
now heard on WSDS 1480 AM, or visit
the Web site at
www.Animaltatkradio.com. Send e- maﬂ
guestions or comments with your -
e-mail address to Questions@ani- -,
maitatkradiocom. - L
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P & ALENANDER (1) 2pRiss ) 2 SOREENS

E 11115, 1110, 240, 4:30, 6:05, 7:50, 9:30

boed FRUSAT LS 11:08

- Y RNIGET JONES: THE EQGE OF

L REASON (R) 2 4TS 2 SOREERS



http://www.hometowniife.com
http://www.nationaltrust.org/llMost
http://www.nationaltrust.org
http://www.michigangardening.com
http://www.Animaltalkradio.com




