. mandatory training class
-at.the rate of $20 pay for

- may be picked up at the
_clerk’s office during regu-
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Dally in the Alley S h e I d o "

It's funky and outrageaus, : ' s '

a festival of music and

art where the weird are ' | K
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CONTEST

in hands
of HUD

Week 1

Win weekly prizes and be BY JACK GLADDEN

eligible for a grand prize. STAFF WRITER

See today's Sports ‘ o :

section for all the details. The fate of Sheldon Place, the
SECTION € abandoned senior housing center at

‘Ford and Sheldon, may be known
3 % .before long,.

Workers needed

The Canton Clerk's
Department is now
accepting applications

for precinct inspectors to
work the Nov. 2. general
election. An applicant
must be qualified, a reg-
istered voter within
Wayne County and a
United States citizen.
Applicants seeking to
volunteer must be able to
work closely with others,
assemble voting stations,
read, write legibly and
speak English, They must
be able to perform simple
math calculations, follow
instructions and possess
interpersonal skills to
work with the public.

The rate of pay is $125
for the day, and the appli-
cant must attend a

the class. Applications

The Village Theater nears completion as the opening gala date approaches, -

 Start of an artful era

Decade of waiting ends as theater

opening dawns

BY DOUG JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

Almost 10 years of planning will come
to fruition Saturday night with the gala
opening of the Cherry Hill Village
Theater.

It was nearly a decade ago that resi-

and burgundies (seats and carpet).”

Karen Bean, interior designer for the
theater’s architects, TMP Associates of .
Bloomfield Hills, said the interior motifs
came from classic American theaters of

the 1920s, '30s and 40s.

“It is not any one style like Art Deco -
that'’s simply too specific. We tried to cre-

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER -

And that fate will apparently bein

the hands of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development.

Alawsuit involving National )
Church Residences of Ohio, owners
of the center, and DeMaria
Construction Co., the builders of
Sheldon Place, was settled in court
without a trial, but some details are
still to be worked out. .

Township Supervisor Tom Yack
said on Tuesday that he had spoken
with attorney Bryan Amann repre-
senting NCR last week and that
Amann told him the parties will be
back in court on Friday (Sept. 10)
regarding the insurance payout.

“Following that HUD will be con-
tacting us,” Yack said.

At a dangerous-building hearing
earlier this year, hearing officer
Joseph Philips issued an order ,
telling NCR to demolish the build-
ing or make it safe by Aug. 1. On that

- date Amann sent the township a let-

ter requesting “a very short exten-
sion of time before Canton Township
undertakes any unilateral action.”

At that time, Amann said there
were several options of what to do
with the building that was aban-
donéd more than three years ago.

“NCR can keep the building and
repair it,” he said. “Or they can hand
the building back to HUD. Then'
HUD can remarket the building or
just have it.demolished”

~ Late last week, HUD issued the
following statement regarding
Sheldon Place:

“The owner of the project,
National Church Residences of
Sheldon Road Michigan, Inc,
(NCR), bas been in active litigation
in Wayne County, Michigan, with
several defendants that are responsi-
ble for material construction errors

ate a feeling, a spirit,” Bean said. “T am
thrilled the look has come out great. We
loved working with the township.”

Tim Casai, TMP’s lead architect on the
project, calls it a “modern theater in a
traditional style.”

“The building couldn’t stand out like a
sore thumb in the Village,” Casai said.
“We wanted it to look like it has been
here for a while. The only real face for

dents and community groups responded

to an outreach by Canton Township offi-

cials, who were asking a simple question:
Was a community theater feasible?

The result of all that work will be unveiled
to the community this weekend and next in
avariety of celebration and tours.

“It has been a long process but I love
the result,” Canton Township Supervisor
Tom Yack said. “We tried to achieve a feel-

lar business hours. For
; information, call (734)
; 394-5120.

- Ask the fawyer

- Condo and single-fami-
ly homeowners will have
a chance to Ask The
Lawyer at 7 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 13, at the

Homeowners Advisory ing of richness. The architects have done a Darrell Miller instails woodwork in the Viilage that, among other concerns, caused
Council meeting. Attorney wonderful job with woods, and fixtures PLEASE SEE THEATER, A4 Theater. He works for Denn-Co. the project to fail HUD's physical
Doug Alexander from v : conditions standards.

Alexander, Zelmanski and
{.ee will answer legal ques-
tions for free. The Council
will meet at Canton Fire
Station No. 1just north of
Canton Township Hall.

Bible talks

A Bible prophecy lec-
ture series begins at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 11, at
Summit on the Park in
the PDC room. “Is there
Hope in the Apocalypse?”
begins with a presenta-
tion on what the future.
holds. This free series of
meetings will be heid on
Saturday, Sunday and
Monday. Presenters -
include the Rev. Mike

~ Doucoumes; a Detroit-
area singer/evangelist,

Library develops
-stop Web site

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

‘When Ellen Paré and Laura
Fawcett say they've got
“Everything Canton,” they
really mean it.

- _ The Canton Public Library
librarians are putting together
a database, accessible from
library computers or home
computers, that offers infor-

“We'll be a one-stop shop
for information relating to
Canton,” Fawcett said.

The idea was the brainchild
of library Director Jean Tabor.

Rebecca Havenstein-
Coughlin, head of adult serv-
ices for the library, came up
with the name.

“I thought, wouldn’t it be
great, since we are the library
if we just had everything in

PORGAHE

“The litigation remains pending,
although a July 6, 2004, trial was
averted by the litigation parties
reaching an in-court settlement
among NCR and the several defen- -

“dants. HUD: is not a party to the liti-
gation or the settlement and will
pursue all appropriate actions HUD
determines are appropriate relative
to HUD’s concerns.

“The litigation parties
continue their efforts to finalize
that settlement, with the assistance
of the Wayne County, Michigan,
court. HUD expects that litigation
settlement will be concluded
soon. o

“In the interim, HUD intends to

" proceed with its separate efforts to

‘properly resolve the issues surround-
ing the failed project, which is
expected to include foreclosure of
HUD’s mortgage. While demolition

of the project is ultimately possible,
HUD has not reached a final deter-

Greg Hardy,; and
Raymond Waller of the

mation about “anything and one spot,” Tabor said. “If
everything to do with

Canton.”

: I JAGDFELD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
PLEASE SEE WEB SITE, A5  Ellen Paré (left) and Laura Fawcett with the new Web site.

Detroit Rescue Mission.

mination in that regard.”

. The second Canton Area
Senior Summit, featuring infor-
mational and health fairs, serv-
ice and assistance programs
geared toward senior
citizens, takes place Sept. 13 in
Canton.

The senior summit, sponsored
by state Rep. Phil LaJoy, R~

“The summit provides seniors
direct and immediate access to

- relevant information and agen-

cies that serve their needs,”
LaJoy said. N

“Today’s seniors are much
more active and want the
most out of life. This event
offers the outlet to help achieve

Registration forms are avail-
able through the Canton Area
Senior Center, 46000 Summit
Parkway, and September Days
Senior Center, 46425 Tyler
Road, in Van Buren Township.

Here are some of the sched-
uled events:

M Breakfast and registration,
8:30-9 a.m.

Health screenings top 2nd Senior Summit

Annapolis Hospital.

B SBC phone bill problems
presentation at 10:30 a.m. fea-
turing Bob Brown from SBC.

H U.S. Rep. Thaddeus
MeCotter, R-Livonia, will hold a
question and answer session on
prescription drugs at 10:45 a.m.

M Exercise presentation
by Julie Burt from Canton

Coming Sunday in your Canton Obsegver

Tough decisions

Hospice care offers'an
alternative for those with.
painful, terminal iliness.
Sunday’s Health section -
looks at new ideas on end
| of life care.

INDEX —

Canton, also includes food, door ~ that goal.” : ]
prizes and informational discus- ~ Box lunches are limited to the W All day, various exhibits, Leisure Services will be held at Apartments F5 | Jobs - »
sions on senior-issues. The sen- first 400 seniors from LaJoy’s - and blood pressure and diabetes 11 a.m. At Home;. :7] gg.v e G."'de E]g == :
ior day takes placé 21st House District, which screenings, hearing tests and an M Bingo from 12:45 p.m.until | él“"“!‘f? :jv:a g ' | R ltluEartle: CFI ==
at the Summit on the Park from  includes the communities of Ask the Physician table. door prizes have been won. assiried Index eal tstate L —
A - » . . Crossword Puzzle F7 | Sports (] ,
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is Canton and Van Buren town- The health services are being  Event ends at 2 p.m. For The Record AT | Taste he - °
free. ships and the city of Belleville. provided by Oakwood
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ANTIQUE APPRAISAL holding their next meeting on goodies” Others call them “the  p.m. The event also features -
7-9 p.m. Monday, Sept. 13, in Golden Oldies.” Either way, opportunities to shop
The Canton Historical the Meeting Room of the when you think of the most Plymouth’s unique downtown -
Society will host their annual Plymouth Township Municipal memorable songs from the stores, and actlvmes for chll-

Antique Appraisal Clinic
Saturday, Oct. 2, from 10 a.m.
until 5 p.m. Ernest
DuMouchelle from the
DuMouchelle Art Galleries of
Detroit will appraise; he has
appeared on the PBS presenta-
tion of The Antigue Road
Show. The clinic will be held at
the Cherry Hill School, corner
of Cherry Hill and Ridge in
Cherry Hill Village. Thereisa
$10 fee for verbal appraisals
and a $15 fee for written
appraisals. All proceeds benefit
the Historical Society. You can
call (734) 453-5297 for a
scheduled time; walk-ins will .
also be accommodated. Limit
is three hand-carried items per
person.

‘FOR SALE BY OWNER' SEMINAR

A free seminar, “For Sale by
Owner,” sponsored by
Greatland Title, is scheduled
for 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 16,
at The Summit in Canton.

Speakers include Eileen
McDonnell from Approved
Mortgages, Inc. and Andy
Piper from www.michiganfs-
bohomes.com. RSVP to Debbie
Gillen at Greatland Title, (734)
454-3500.

SPEAKER AT THREE CITIES
Three Cities Art Club will be

W& Saturday, September 11

M Sunday, September 12
Signs of the End of Time
You Can't Ignore

| Monday, September 13
Revelation’s Answer for
Human Suffering

You Won't Want to Miss a Single Evening of
This Free Exciting Bible Prophecy Seminar

What Does the Future Hold?

Summit on the Park
46000 Summit Parkway * Canton, Mi
. For more information call: (866) 936-4673

Building at 42350 Ann Arbor
Road (northeast corner of
Lilley and Ann Arbor Roads).

Special guest speaker Linda
Shapona of the Canton Arts
Commission and Canton
Project Arts will talk about the
opportunities available to
artists in Canton,

_Everyone is welcome includ-
ing artists, want-to-be artists

- and patrons of the arts.

Refreshments will be served.
For further information
about this event or the club,

_please contact Marilyn

Meredith at (734) 897-2348 or
threecitiesartclub@hotmail.co
m ' a

PCAC CONCERT

Matt Michaels Trio with
singer Judy Cochill will be per-
forming on stage at the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council at 8 p.m. Friday, Sept.
17.

This, the first performance
in a series of three called “Live
at 774,” promises to provide
outstanding traditional jazz by
the Director of Jazz Studies at
WSU. Michaels has written
scores of numerous commer-
cial and industrial films, done
arrangements for Tonight
Show guests and received the
International Film and TV
Festival of New York Silver

W Saturday, September 18
The Great Escape!

W Sunday, September 19
- By Changce or Design

-Monday,s tember 20
Secrets of Ancient Scrolis

A Continuing Seminar

OEQ08252800

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Floor covering

Ryan Chapp of Variety Sports Flooring Inc. in Shelby Township puts a
protective coating.on Madonna University's Crusaders logo. The logo
was hand-drawn and in place in tlme for the opening of the sports sea-
‘son at Madonna.

- gymnasts, ages 6 to adult, are

Award. Showdates are Dec. 17, 18, and
Tickets for the series are 19 at the new Cherry Hill
$60, individual tickets are $25 Village Theater.

available at the PCAC, 774 N.
Sheldon Rd., Plymouth, or by

Tamara Nastev-Smola,
owner and artistic director of .

calling (734) 416-4278. Central City Dance, is looking
) . for dancers with strong stage -
CENTRAL CITY AUDITIONS presence and performance
. . qualities, dancers that are
Auditions for female and - technically diverse. Tim

Smola, a native Michigan

- dancer and choreographer,
says that it is important to find
dancers that love performing.
“When a dancer loves what

male dancers, singers and

being held Saturday, Sept. 18 at
Central City Dance Center,
8004 Sheldon Center Road, in

Canton. . they’re doing, they shine on
The Central City Christmas  stage and keep you at the edge

Spectacular will provide audi-  of your seat,” Smola said.

ences with a Broadway-style The Central City Christmas

Christmas performance for the  Spectacular will be a part of

entire family. the Cherry Hill Village '
The Christmas Spectacular Theater’s grand-opening sea-

will celebrate the spirit of the son.

holiday season with some of

the most talented performers ASSOCIATION COMING

in'Southeast Michigan. Some call them “oldies, but

uﬁ‘ oaﬁ.

'Dog Day Care

While you are at work, we are at work
caring for your loyal friend and companion.
Look in on them on our doggie web-cams!

OE08250170

“A Happy Dog Day is a Day of Dog Play!”

60s, Cherish and Never My
Love by the Grammy-nominat-
ed group The Association are
sure to come to mind.

Fans of The Association will
have the opportunity to see the

ensemble perform these songs
- live at Canton’s Village Theater

at Cherry Hill on Saturday,
Sept. 25 at 8 p.m.

Tickets are $30; there are -
two ticket locations, Summit
on the Park, 46000 Summit
Parkway and the Village
Theater Ticket Office.

For more information about
the theater and to view the
CHYV Theater’s complete

schedule, please visit www. can-

ton-mi.org/CPAEC/about.asp.
CHILI IS COMING

The Great Lakes Regional
Chili Cook-off, Salsa
Competition and Motorcycle
Bike Show returns Sunday,
Oct. 10, to the streets of down-

town Plymouth

The event starts 8-9: 30 a.m.
with check-in and setup, fol-
lowed by a cooks’ meeting at
9:30 a.m.

Salsa and chili judging takes
place between noon and 3
p-m., with samples available to
the public for $1 apiece start-
ing at 8 p.m. Awards are
announced at 5 p.m.

The motorcycle bike show
runs 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Bobby
Lewis & the Crackerjack
Band is among the live enter-
tainment between noon
and 5 p.m. and chili and food
booths will be open 11 a.m. to 5

dren.

For more mforrnatxon, call
Chili Chairperson Annette
Horn, (734) 455-8838

FOOD NEEDED

The Plymouth Salvation -
Army is quick}y watching the
shelves in its pantry get bare as
a heightened client need has
prompted a food shortage.

Officials said the pantry is in
need of a variety of dry goods,
mcludmg (but not limited to)
boxed instant rice, instant
potatoes, crackers, stuffing,

" cereal, Hamburger Helper, bis- .

cuit and pancake mix.
The Salvation Army is also

_still in desperate need of paper
~ goods such as toilet paper,

paper towels and feminine
hygiene products.. The
Salvation Army office in
Plymouth also serves Canton
Township.

. For information on how to
help, call the Plymouth .
Salvation Army, (734) 453-
5464,

CRAFTERS, ARTISTS WANTED
Officials of the Plymouth-

_ Canton Music Boosters are

looking for crafters and artists
for “Spring Arts and Crafts
Ensemble.” The event is sched-
uled forgam~5pm. -
Saturday, Ma.rch 19 at Canton
High School. It’s a juried show.

For more information; e-
mail Diane VanDyke at
djvandyke @ peoplepc.com or
call (734) 416-3354.
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Hand Made

FurnitureBuik

With Forever
in Mind!

¢ Four

Why settle for
anything less than
“just your style?”

JusT

* Nire Different Arm Styles

® Three Matching Chairs

o Skirted, or Three Leg Styles:

¢ Two Wood-Trim Bases

* Plush ot Supportive Seating Comfort
¢ Piilow or Pullover Back Styles

* Sectional or Sofabed Available

LOOK AT THE CHOILCES

Sofa Lengths

v

You've only got 30 minutes to work out.
Don't waste it at the wrong club.

% Check the club’s success reoord Over 3 million women who thought they could never .
get fiv have discovered they can at Curves. No other club can say that.

# Make sure thete’s friendly staff to help when you need it, The staff at Curves is dedicated to
helping you stick to your plan and reach your goals.

# Are the machines designed just for you? Curves' entire circuit was created for women. It fits

Plus, choose from over 450 imaginative
styles and over 1,000 distinctive fabrics
to perfectly complement your decoy.

your body and is easy to use, Plus, the machines automatically adjust to your workout level.

% Will you be able to find 2 p.a.x w work out when you travel? Cuives has over
8,000 centers worldwide.

# Make sure it fun and fast. Our members tell us that they started coming to Curves
because they ‘should’ but they keep coming because they want to,

‘ WEHAVE A SOFA CUSTOM SIZED TO FI'T YOLU!

Now

< " > 18 . B8 When you're ready; call Curves and discover what over 3 million women already know:
Fa_ll Sale There’s only one Curves. The others just try to be,
Priced! a‘ e r
FINANCING meé

UPTO 12 MONTHS The power to amaze yourself.” . ' : i

NO INTEREST* ’ B ‘

Sincern3s 734-844-6741  JenNew P
incel9J. 44248 Cherry Hill ' ’ E :
Walker/ Buzenber s 50% OfF [
3 g 734-414-0515 : ) Service Fee g_
fine furniture o

?
www.curvesinternational.com : _ j;e

Over 8,000 locations worldwide. - l

*Offer based on first visit enrolfment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program. Not valid with any other offer. Vahd on[y at
participating locations,

240 North Main Street ¢ PLYMOUTH * 734-459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 ¢ Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6, Sun 1-5
Hurry, Sale Ends 9/27/04 « * Available With Credit Approval
www.walkerbuzenberg.com

QE08263138

s
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Marshalls,
Michaels stores
set to open
this week

Marshalls, a leading off-price
retailer, will open a new store
in Canton today (Thursday,
Sept. 9) at the Willow Creek
Center on Ford Road.

The store will be open until
10 p.m. tonight.

Marshalls has more tha.n 650
stores nationwide, including
about a dozen in the Detroit
metropolitan area. The Canton
store will have 38,000 square
feet of space and will feature
men’s, women’s and children’s
clothes and accessories, as well
as an expanded athletic
footwear and shoe depart-
ments. “At Marshalis you find
the same great trends found in

_department stores and specialty

stores,” Marshalls’ spokesper-
son Jennifer DeBarge-Goonan
said. She said that the firm’s -
worldwide buying power allows
them to discount merchandise
up to 60 percent.

Other stores will open soon in
the new center including
Michaels, an arts and crafts store.
Michaels grand opening was set
for Sunday, Sept. 12. That chain
has more than 800 stores.

Church hosts
dog and cat
adoption fair

The Dog and Cat Days are
back for a second year at Christ
the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 42690 Cherry Hill
Road in Canton.

" The adoption event for ani-
mal rescue groups will be held
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 11. The church will have
food and, yes, barbecued hot
dogs will be on the menu.

There will be games for the
kids and lots of dogs and cats
and kittens to be loved.

More than 400 people
attended last year and there
were 26 applications taken.
Each rescue group sets their
adoption process and fees.
Some of the groups that will be
attending this year are: Camp
Kitty, PURRfect PAWSibilities,
Critters with Paws and
Claws, The Buster Foundation,
MUTTS S, Friends of

MI Animals Rescue,
Greyhounds of Eastern
Michigan, and Pet A Pet Club.

Petite
‘Tradilionat
Recliner

Open Daily 9:30-6; ,
Thurs. & Fri. il 9; Sat. 'til 5:30

STE&L
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BY LAUREL THOMAS GNAGEY
CORRESPONDENT

A perfect example of what
can happen when school and
community come together is
how Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools district
Superintendent Jim Ryan
characterizes the effort that
made it possible for high
school students to have two
more opportunities this year to
be involved in the performing

Thanks to a permanent loan
of a theatrical lighting system
from the Spotlight Players
community theatre organiza-
tion, and the district’s ability to
find a few dollars to rewire the
DuBois Little Theatre, stu-
dents now have double the
number of extracurricular pro-
ductions in which to become
involved.

“In essence, any time stu-.
dents, faculty and the commu-
nity get together, good things
happen,” Ryan says.

‘When Spotlight Players
moved out of the old
Northville Hospital and began
to plan for productions in the
new Canton Village Theatre at
Cherry Hill, they contacted
teacher Shannon Henry to see
if she could use the 12-dimmer,
40-instrument lighting system.

“Education has always been
an important element of our
mission,” says Spotlight Players
President Ken Kuna, “We
knew we had valuable equip-
ment but had no permanent
home for it. It was a nice fit:
we had the equipment, she had
aneed.”

‘When the call came, Henry,
the students and several boost-
er parents already were in the
process of fund-raising with a
goal of making the Canton
DuBois Theatre another per-
formance venue, in addition to
the Gloria Logan Auditorium
in Salem High School, home to
the Park Players.

Fund-raising already had
provided for the addition of a
new portable sound system, a
new floor and several costume
racks.

“When Spotlight Players
offered the lighting system, it
was a dream come true! I
knew we finally were on our

-way to making the DuBois the

truly wonderful theatre it was
meant to be,” Henry said. “We
finally could expand the per-

Resllient sinuous wire
backsprings,

Back padded
with supportive
.- polyurethane
foam and
polyester fibers,

llfetime warranty.

FURNITURE, INC.

FURNIT U ol NS

Help make your dreams come’
true with a fiexsteel recliner

584 W. ANN ARBOR TRAIL ® PLYMOUTH ¢ (734) 453-4700

Shedding new light at DuBois

Spotlight donation helps expand theater program

IMPORTANT DATES 10

e

W Sept. 9 after school-
informational meeting to
outfine plans for the DuBois
Theatre season.

W Sept. 1316 after school-
auditions for “Qur Town"

W Nov. 4-6 and Nov. 1113 at
8:00 p.m.-“Our Town" wilf be
performed in the DuBois Little
Theatre, Canton High Schoot
on Canton Center Rd. at Joy.
Tickets are $8.

Donations for a spring musical
may be sent to the PCCS
Educational Excellence
Foundation (EEF), E.J.
McClendon Educational Center,
454 South Harvey, Plymouth,
M| 48170. Please indicate on .
the check that you are making
a contribution specifically for
the Canton DuBois Theatre
musical.

Donations to the EEF are
eligible for a tax deduction.

formance opportunities for our
students in a legitimate theatre
that would provide a profes-
sional model and experience —
a place where students could
perform.”

Spotlight Players
board member Pat Filios was
the first to suggest the dona-
tion in what she calls a mutu-
ally beneficial arrangement:
The lights for Henry’s theatri-
cal expertise. In addition to

- teaching at PCCS and in
Orlando, Fla., Henry's career
includes 20 years as a profes-
sional actor in the U.S. and
London

Filios knew first-hand about
Henry’s knowledge and experi-

. ence, because two of her three
daughters went through high
school with drama as a creative
outlet,

One daughter, Liz, is a senior
in musical theater at the
University of Michigan.
Daughter Catie, a freshman at
Michigan State, just finished a
class with Henry in the spring.

@Flexsteel.

America's Seating Specialist

starting at.. *399%

Some Models Available
in Leather

61 90SZTBORO
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cabinetrysale

Your choice w

*Minimum purchase of 10 HomeCrest kitchen or bath cabinsts to qualify for microwave oven offer.

NEW CONCEPT KITCHEN & BATH
13245 Newburgh ¢ Livonia, M} 48150

(734) 542-1900

free

GE Gountertop
Microwave Oven (JEM
Retall List $189

White - Black - Bisque

only$49

GE Over-The-Range

Microwave (JVM1441)
Retail List $339

White - Black - Bisque
Stainless upgrade

for $99

Filios said the Players’ rela-
tionship with Henry is built on
the premise that if students
become involved in theatre at
school, they also may partici-
pate in community theatre
now and in the future. To that
end, Spotlight Players board
members hope to continue to
support Henry as she builds
the DuBois Theatre program.

“The high school is so big
and getting bigger every day,”
Filios said. “There are a lot of
talented kids and not a lot of
p ax't s ‘”

Canton High School
Principal Cassandra Smith
agreed, noting more than 300
students audition for approxi-
mately 50-70 parts combined
in the two Park Players pro-
ductions each year — a num-
ber that also keeps growing.

“Our recent district survey
showed a tremendous interest
in dramatic arts among incom-
ing freshmen,” Smith said. “It
is wonderful that, with this
help from Spotlight Players, we
will be able to offer more stu-
dents the opportunity to learn
and grow through experiences
in theatre”

Ryan said participation by
nearly 80 students in a new
drama club Henry formed last
year in response to the district
survey also convinces him
thereisaneed.

“We've got a good thing
going there with Mrs. Henry
and what she is doing in the
DuBois,” Ryan said.

“She makes kids take
risks and great things
happen.”

For the first production,
Henry plans to have students
risk a great deal by letting their
acting skills — not fancy sets
or costumes — dominate the
stage in the production of
“Our Town.”

The classic drama by
Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Thornton Wilder takes place
on an empty stage with mini-
mal props, requiring the actors
to tell the story, a challenge
Canton junior Marie Dolney
hopes she’ll have a chance to
face.

“I like the fact that it’s more
acting than prop work, so

Canton High Schoot students Marie Dolney (from left), Efizabeth Flynn, Meqat\
Lytle, Judy Nguyen and Jessica Tashman learn how to aim the lighting instru-
ments donated to the Canton DuBois Theatre by the Spotlight Players.

you're focused on the actors
rather than the surroundings,”
Dolney said. “I love the main
character and one of the moth-
ers. It’s so cute and old-fash~
ioned.”

Henry said she chose the
play because it is a work by an
author from whom students
can learn a great deal.

“Thornton Wilder celebrates
the ordinary and points out
that often we don’t appreciate
people in our lives,” Henry
said.

“He writes powerful plays on
the human experience that
force the actors to use their
skills to help the audience
understand his complex char-
acters.”

Henry said another reason
she chose “Our Town” is that it
calls for 30-plus actors, which
she may expand to nearly 40 to
allow more students to be
involved.

She admits there also is a

8, 8:00 AM T0 10:00 AM
10:00 AM 70 5:00 PM

practical reason she picked this *
play — funding. With only a
small amount of money to
begin the program, Henryis = ¥
counting on proceeds from the
first season to build DuBois
Theatre resources. Since “Our
wn” basically has no set, the
only costs will be for costumes,
fI?ublicity and a small royalty
ee A
Henry would like the second . ¥
play in the spring to be a musi-
cal, but her ability to do oneis .
contingent on getting mone- !
:
:
4

tary support.

DuBois boosters are
attempting to secure funding
from outside sources, but to
have adequate time to order
scores and hire musical expert-
ise, Henry will have to know if '
that funding is possible by the "
end of October; otherwise, i
she'll choose a drama. Either .
way, she said, students will ~ "*
have another opportunity to

perform in March 2005.
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THEATER

FROM PAGE A1

the building is the eniry.”

Casai actually used the word
“cool” to describe the experi-
ence of designing a small the-
ater created primarily for
drama. TMP specializes in
community, college and high
school theaters of all sizes.

Visitors will be struck by
huge brass “torch” lamps,
alabaster-like ceiling lights and
sconces, and the custom cherry

wobd millf\%rbrk throughout;

including roping or cord detail.

Deep-framed skylights illumi-
nate the lobby “almost like a

. hght fixture,” Casai said.

“Canton got a lot of mileage
for their dollars. Tom Yack and
the many other townshlp peo-
ple really cared,” Bean said.

“They'were constantly push-
ing us to get value in what we
did. We had to be sure it was
affordable,” Casai said. The
theater was built with $7 mil-
lion in donated funds and $4.5
million from the township.. .

Saturday night's gala opéns

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Roads, parking should be
ready for theater gala

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

It’s been a “ninth-hour” situ-
ation, according to Canton
engineer Todd Zilineik, but, if
the weather cooperates, the
roads and parking should be . .
ready for the gala grand open-

. ing of the Village Theater
. Saturday night.

“We have to do the final
pavement marking and strip-

Cherry Hill between Canton

~ Center and Beck.

“From the township’s and the -
contractor’s standpoint,”
Zilincik said, “we’re into the .
ninth hour. A lot of things are
happening. We need the mght

- time and the right place.”

He said parking should not
be a problem, either. -

“A parking lot is being built -
west of the school house and by

-the Canton Human Services

Jennifer Tobin and project supervisor Mike Firsch discuss a setback last week;
emergency power was needed because of a transformer that had to be
replaced.

ing,” he said Wednesday. “And
we've got to tidy up the area.
The roads are paved. We're.
keeping our fingers crossed.”
The opening coincides with
the resurfacing of Cherry Hill,
the paving of Saltz Road from

Building,” he said.

That, plus on-street parking,
should accommeodate patrons
atteriding the grand opening

" ceremonies on Friday and
Saturday nights.
- Thereis no-specific parkmg S

- — e ums——

Cherry Hill Village. We think
they did it,” Yack said.
Theater-goers will be -

with food and a reception at
6:30 p.m., followed at 8 p.m.
- by performances in the new

theater. The event closes with  impressed by mundane things, Canton Center to Ridge and lot attached to the theater, but
dessert on stage around 9:30 too. “We did not skimp onthe  theDenton Road extension .once development of the entire
“so everyone will have seen every- - seats,” Casai said. “These are north of Cherry Hill to Ridge. area is cornplete the plan is to
thing the theater has to offer,” one of the best. There’s not a As of Wednesday afternoon -~ have plenty of on-street park-
Yack said. Tours will be offered 1 bad seat in this house” Wayne County crews were still  ing with walking access to the
and 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 12, and The so-called back of the working on the section of theater.

again 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., every house includes dressing rooms,

hour on the hour, Saturday and a classroom and a rehearsal Conklin, his fellow board enough money in donations?,
Sunday, Sept. 18-19. room, Yack praised Arts trustees, the planning commis- What size and space dimen-
“We wanted a traditional Coordinator Jennifer Tobin, sion and dozens of volunteers sions should there be? One -

theater that didn’t dominate Leisure Services Director Ann  who have contributed to the group met with the architects

OFFER ’\\/f‘&%LABl EFORA LiMETED TIME

‘completion of the theater.

Consultants were hired and
several thing were studied
before the final decisions were
made: Where to put a theater
in Canton? What would its size
be? Is there a way to raised

once a week once plans were’
agreed upon, Yack said.

“The stage doorisinthe
back alley,” Casai said. “Just
like traditional theater. You
can wait there until the star of

the show comes out.”

39550 7 MileRd HOURS
{at Haggerty} . Mon-Thu 11a10p
Northville Fi-Sat11allp
2487354570 Sun 12p10p

1o THETRUTH S, WE O THINGS QUEKGR THAN THEOTHER GLS.
AND IF YOURE HUNGRY, THATS A 500D THIG T0 KNDW.

, LET THE TRUTH BE KNOWNL
SERIOUS SANDWICH DELIVERY |

WARREN — FARMINGTON HICLS — STERLING REIGHTS — NOVI
SHELBY TOWNSHIP — ANN ARBOR (4 LOTATIONS} — GROSSE POINTE WOGDS
ROCHESTER HILLS — TROY — LIVONIA — PLYMOUTH — CANTON — ROYAL 0AX

PDFOEGH252869

‘ Choose any of these thin-crust, wood-fired pizzas
and a pint of our handcrafted, mrdw;nn ing beet allfor just $9.95!

PIZZA CLASSICO « BﬁCOﬁ PIZZA » CHICKEN & ARTICHOKE
WEDITERRANEAN « BBQ CHICKEN + SPINACH & PORTOBELLA
~ PIZZAMARGHERITA + WILD MUSHROOM

Bad N@WS‘ One out of every twor deaths from
- stroke occurs outside the hospital. Other stroke - victims
are left with permanent dlsablhtles.

Good N@WS: Stroke treatments are available

but they need to be given as soon as pos31ble, ideally
within the first three hours.

BeSt NeWS: Whén ;)u call 9-1-1,

Huron Valley Ambulance paramedlcs contact the
hospital with
their assessment
so advanced
treatment is
ready when you
arrive, increasing
your chances of
survival without
permanent
brain damage.

APY

Open a Statement Savings
account with a minimum

$1,500 deposit by 10/31/04
for thls speclal rate.

Ann Arbor Road office

opening in November!

§tmke Waming Signs
’ = sudden numbness or weakness of the face or body
= sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding '
® sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes 2;?&1‘:;:311\41\2?142?;;}“

2 sudden trouble walking, dizziness, or loss of coordination
sudden trouble walking, dizziness | na (734) 455-1511

= sudden, severe headache with no known cause wiww.NewLibertyBank.com

you have any of these symptoms,

EQUAL'
LEN

] Men*ber FDIC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 2.50% is-accurate as of September 1, 2004. The rate is
guaranteed through December 31, 2004 on all new Statement Savings accounts opened by
October 31, 2004 with $1,500.00 not currently on deposit with New Liberty Bank. After
December 31 2004, the interest rate is subgect to change at anytime, You must maintain a
collected dally balance of $1,500.00 to receive this special rate. If the account balance falls
below $100.00, a monthly service charge of $2.00 will be assessed, which could reduce
earnings, Act1v1ty restrictions apply. Please see a customer semce representative for details.
LOEOS2533$5

HVA

Commumty-owned & Not for pmﬁt m Natiemliy accredited

PDFOEOB?52762
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Neighbors frustrated with lack of‘hel‘p getting moldy home cleaned up

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

A mold-infested house on
Burnham, north of Hanford
and west of Lilley, is still caus-
ing problems, according to the
neighbors.

Earlier this year the house
was the focus of a lawsuit filed
by Craig and Donna Nehasil
against a West Bloomfield cou-
ple who sold them the house in
1998. The Nehasils claimed
they were the victims of fraud,
because the condition of the
house was not disclosed at the
time they bought it.

In May of this year a jury
agreed with them, found the
West Bloomfield couple guilty
of fraud and misrepresentation
and ordered them to pay
$250,000 in damages. The
Nehasils still have not seen the
money.

They haven'’t lived in the
house for about three years but

WEB SITE

FROM PAGE Al

people come into Canton and
the township offices are closed,
this is a way to get answers to
their questions.”

At the moment, Fawcett and
Paré are collecting data for
organizations that want to be -
listed on the site.

That list can include busi-
nesses, churches, civic groups,
organizations that provide serv-
ices to seniors and handi-
capped, clubs - just about any-
thing that has a Canton con-
nection.

“So far we have about 400
active records,” Fawcett said.

The site is up and running

“and can be accéssed from the
library’s home page, www.can-
tonpl.org. Scroll down to the
“Everything Canton” logo on
the right side of the screen and
click.

That will bring up a list of
frequently asked questions
about the site, plus links from
which you can search the data-
base or fill out an online form
to get your organization listed.

Paper forms can be picked up
at the adult reference desk at
the library.

“Or people can call and T'll
mail it to them,” Fawcett said.
“I'll bring it to them.”

While the site is active, the
emphasis right now is on col-
lecting information to add to
the database.

Special kiosks will be set up
in the library dedicated to the
“Everything Canton” database.

“There will be a work station
with just that site on it,” Tabor
said, “There will be the Internet
presence but also a physical
presence in the building.”

The kiosks will also have
print versions of brochures,
maps, handouts from the
chamber of commerce and the

~ township. There will also be
restaurant menus available.
Whether those will be available
for patrons to keep or just to
make copies of hasn’t been
determined.

“We going to try to have
things that people will take
away,” she said. “The neat thing,
though, is the database. We've
had that, but we haven’t made
the best use of it

Christie Ekern, library mar-
keting director, said, “We're try-
ing to reach out to the non-tra-
ditional library patron. But
librarians use the data base,
100, to help patrons.”

And not all the questions
they receive are library related.

“You'd be surprised what peo-
ple call the library for,” Paré
said. “And this database can

‘help us help them”

‘Just recently, a patron called
the library at night. ~

“He needed something nota-
rized,” Fawcett said. “But the
township clerk’s office was
closed.”

A search of the database for
“notary” turned up a UPS store
that offered notary servme in
the evening.

“Everything Canton” started
out as an internal resource for
the librarians to help answer
such questions. Patrons want-
ing to donate used clothing or -
locate the nearest synagogue
didn’t know where to look.

Over time, the list of
resources grew and the library
decided to expand it and make
the information more accessi-
ble to Canton residents.

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net
{734) 459-2100

many of their possessions are

still inside. They can’t take

them out because of the mold
problem.

Meanwhile, since they
haven’t lived in the house, the
California-based mortgage
company has taken possession
of it. The Nehasils no longer
have any connection to the
house. .

But the township has kept
sending them notices of ordi-

. nance violations about the

grass and upkeep of the prop-
erty.

“I put the township on
notice back'in March and
again in June,” Donna said,
“because they kept sending us
ordinance violations. | think
last week they finally noticed
that we didn’t own the proper-
ty anymore.”

She says she sympathizes
with her former neighbors, but
she doesn’t own the house any-
more.

| LOCAL NEWS |

“We can only feel bad for the

peop]e around there,” she said.
“They've lived w1th it for the
past 4-1/2 years.”

Neighbor Michelle Overaitis
says they are frustrated with -
the condition of the house and
the grounds.

“There are animals coming
in now,” Overaitis said. “In our
backyard we've had five pos-
sums, mice, rabbits and a
woodchuck. There’s a whole
family of possums.”

She’s also concerned about
the mold problem.

“It’s toxic and our kids are all -

in the neighborhood,” she said.
“When they do tear it down,
who knows what would hap-
pen?”

She said calls to the town-

‘ship have been fruitless.

“They told us to call the
Wayne County Environmental
Office,” she said. “And we
talked to our homeowners
association about it, but they

just want the dues”

Canton building
official John Weyer said the
township has no authority over
the mold problem, if there is
one.

“I'll have the exterier part of
the property evaluated,” he
said, “to see if it meets proper-
ty standards. If the property
defaulted back to the mortgage
company, then they have the
responsibility for it.”

On Friday Weyer said town-~
ship inspectors looked at the
house and determined that the
bouse had, indeed, defaulted to
the California-based mortgage
company.

He said the company was
represented by a Detroit-area
attorney and they had hired a
property maintenance compa-
ny to maintain the outside of
the property.

“They should be cuttmg the

grass and maintaining it some- .

time next week,” he said.

Donna: Nehasrl who must wear a HAZMAT suit to enter the house she bought
on Burnham checks furnituré that was damaged. by motd.

The local attorney for the
company said he could not
comment on the cése,

Officials from the mortgage

company itself were not avail-
able for comment.

joladden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700
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HV Fine Arts and Antique Fair attracts local artists, dealers

BYDOUG JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

Cherry Hill Village will reg-

a.m. until 5§ p.m. and Sunday,
Sept. 19 from-10 a.m. until 4
p.m. Artists will be in tents’
and booths outside and the

you need advance tickets to

-tour the theater. The tickets-

are available at the front desk
at the Summit.

ister another first in mid- antique dealers will be inside Organizer of the art fair is
September when the First the old Cherry Hill school- Kris Darby of Canton, long-
Annual Cherry Hill house. _ , time Salem High School art
Invitational Fine Art and The juried fair is tied into teacher who retired in 1995. -
Antique Fair will be held. grand opening tours of the Four of her former students
About 25 artists and antique  new Cherry Hill Village will be in the show: Todd

dealers will present their wares
Saturday, Sept. 18, from 10

Theater. Both the tours and

the art fair are free, although

Marsee, Tim Schantz, Chris

= Schantz and Elizabeth Walter.

" Complete Range of

Tim Schantz of Canton will have his

“I talked to Canton arts originaf sculptures in the show. Like
coordinator Jennifer Tobin his brother, Chris, he is a Salem quh
about a year ago and it just School grad.

worked out our first show falls
on the day of the free tours,”
Darby said.

“The idea is 1o keep this

include Elaine Jeris, a jeweler;
Vincent Maiorana, a landscape

Jjust over the township line at
Napier. .
“We're thrilled to be in the

Poe said a lot of CHYV resi-
dents come in the shop to buy

Elaine Jeris of Canton will have her jewelry pieces in the show. This is her -

Carnival line of necklaces and ear rings.

photos and computer-generat-
ed art to this, his first show.

small and intimate. We are just show. We get a lot of Canton . :
: Play Systems | - beginning so we wanted to * customers, a lot of them com-~  garden accessories, romantic’ = ~“expensive.
;. [riced From limit it to fine arts. There will  ing in after buying their new decorative items and vintage Elaine Jeris said she was not
sma not be any crafts, although homes in Cherry Hill Village,”  linens. The shop has about stire what to expect because
e il crafts are fine.” Jan Poe, Feather co-owner 5,600 items in its inventory. this was a new event. “I am .
St Canton artists in the show said. Chris Schantz is bringing ‘pleased that it is a fine arts

show. Belng a first-time event
is cool; it’s going to be fun”

. artist, and Chris and Tim cottage-style furniture for their ~ “I am excited and a bit nerv- She wﬁl show about 60 larg-
Schantz. summer homes and also ous. I don’t know what to er pieces and a few dozen
Antique dealers include antiques for their homes in expect,” Chris Schantz said. smaller pieces. Jeris makes col-

Feather Your Nest Antiques
from Superior Township; their
showroom is on Ford Road

Canton.
Poe said she will dlsplay
smaller items at the show like

The Salem grad said his
work will be mounted on acid-
free paper and won't be vety

« orful glass beads forjewelry

using a flame-worked method.
diohnson@oe.homecomm.net
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~ Canton man dies in cycle

An unusual crash Sunday in
Washtenaw County involving
two Honda motorcycles, which
were traveling in opposite
directions, caused the death of
i a Canton man and a Livonia
man,

Washtenaw County Sheriff’s
; investigators said a motorcycle
driven by Jonathon Shaw, 49,
of Livonia, crossed the center-
line on a eurve and struck a
westbound Gold Wing motor-
: cycle, driven by James Vmson,
; 57, of Canton.

The accident happened
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. on Huron
River Drive, west of Tubbs, in

‘Sciv Township.

Both drivers were critically
injured and both died shortly
after the accident at University
of Michigan Hospital in Ann
Arbor. Toxicology results will
determine if alcohol was a fac-
tor in the crash, accordmg to
police.

Sheriff’s mvestlgators ina
press statement said the bike
driven by Shaw was traveling at
“an extremely high rate of

Cops seek
suspect in
store heist

Canton Police are looking for

a suspect in the robbery of the
. Pinetree Party Store on Joy
Road just east of I-275.

According to police a male in
his late teens entered the store
about 9:30 p.m. on Sept. 4. He
produced a silver colored pistol
and demanded all the money in
the cash register.

The clerk at first asked if he
were kidding. The youth then
again demanded the money
and threatened to shoot the
clerk. ‘

The clerk placed an undis-
closed amount of money in a
small paper bag and gave it to
the youth, who left the store
and fled east orvfoot.

Police set up a surveillance
perimeter in the area and called
in a K-9 unit. The K-9 started a
track at the store and followed
it until it ended in a parking lot
at a nearby apartment complex.

No one was injured during
the incident.

The suspect is described as a
black male in his late teens,
about 5-feet-5, weighing 130 to
150 pounds with black hair. He
was wearing a black shirt and
pants with a red and white
baseball cap.

" Anyone with information is
asked to call Canton Police at
(734) 394-5400.

Firefighte rs
sponsor
- poster
contest

Fire Prevention Week will be
» Oct. 3-9 this year. To celebrate
| the event, the Canton Fire
Department and the Canton
: Chamber of Commerce are co-
sponsoring a Fire Prevention
Poster Contest. The theme of
this year’s Fire Prevention
? Week is: “Test Your Smoke

Alarms.”
The contest is open to stu-
d dents (grades 1-5, public
' school; grades 1-6 private
school) who live in Canton.
Interested students need to
illustrate a poster (up to 12-by-
18 inches) about fire prevention
or fire safety.

The poster is due on or
before Oct. 13 and can be
turned in to the school office or
ateacher,

To learn more about Fire
Prevention Week, visit
www.nfpa.org.

accident in Scio Township

speed prior to the crash,” based
on reports from witnesses.
Services for Mr. Vinson were
1o be held today (Thursday,
Sept. 9) at St. Mary Catholic
Church in Wayne. He is sur-
vived by his wife Denise of
Canton, his parents, and three
sisters, as well as four daugh-
ters, two sons and nine grand-
children, Memorials suggested

are the Alzheimer’s Association

or the American Diabetes
Association.

DEATHS

B
" Howard J. Becker, 69, of Westland,
died Sept. 6.

F
Date N. Freese, 59, of Wayne, died
Sept. 5.

: H

Valeeta Heil (Hudgens), 84, of .
fenton, formerly of Blrmmqham,
died Sept. 6.

S .
Kenneth F. Sheedlo, 75, of
Farmington, died Sept. 4.
Dorothea “Dorie” Snavely, 90, of
Bloomfield Hills, died Aug. 21.

CARS DAMAGED

Pofice are investigating several
incidents involving damage to auto-

OREWIDE
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sometime between Aug. 23 and
Sept. 1. Damage was estimated at
$200.

M A resident of the 8600 block of
Honeycomb Circle said when he
returned home about 1:30 a.m. Aug.
30 he saw the rear window of his
1989 Oldsmobile shattered. Two
stones and shards of glass were in

estimated at $300.

M An Emerald Pines resident
reported that someone took his.
wallet containing credit cards and
miscellaneous papers from his SUV
that was parked in the driveway of
his home. The incident occurred
between Sept. 1and Sept. 2. -

M A resident of Walnut Ridge said
someone removed his wallet from
his car. That incident occurred

ide today’s Sports:

mobites or thefts from vehicles.

M A resident of the 51000 block of
Mott Road reported that someone
scratched the words “I'kilt you" on
the bedliner of her 1996 Ford
Ranger. The incident occurred
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- PURSE TAKEN

the front driver's seat. Damage was

discovered the purse missing. She
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was only recently reported. -
M A resident of Waodmere reporté

s

the trunk lid of his 1996 Ford Taurus
hetween Aug. 29 and Aug. 30.

A Ryegate resident reportedto - ™
police that someone took her purse-
containing credit cards, $200 cash +
and other items from the kitchen: :«f
counter in her home. RN

She said she heard a noise about 2
a.m. on Sept. 2 but didn‘t know-
what it was. Later that morning she <

LA

said someone apparently entered
the house through the qaraqe serv-
ice door. -
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More prlvate
cash is required

There are shark alerts, tornado alerts, hurricane alerts.

»

and now state budget slashing alerts.
For community arts organizations in Canton and

Plymouth, the warning that the proposed $11.8 million in-
state grants for arts and-culture may be eliminated or cut -

drastically has the same bite as a shark alert for swim-
mers.

Leaders, volunteers and adyocates of community arts
and:cultural organizations have long learned to live under
the spectre of annual state funding reductions. In most
cases, creativity in ﬁnancmg, as well as the reahgnment or
reduction of programmmg, has helped keep organiza-
tions alive.

Each year, the public, including corporations and com-
munity foundations, is asked to financially help maintain
arts and cultural programming,.

If more drastic state cuts are indeed on the horizon,

‘the demand will become even greater. The choices’

facing arts organizations are becommg increasingly
limited.

Many organizations have learned to diversify their
fundmg stream, yet state support goes a long way in
ent1cmg corporations and other contributors of an orga-
nization’s legitimacy.

For arts orgamzatlons and for the communities, the
answer is not in gwmg up. The only choice is to move for-
ward. The question is how.

The best local example is the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill, which opens Sept. 11. Private funding is the source
behind the new facility. TOWIlShlp officials and volunteers
have tapped into area corporations, including bullders
and developers And it worked.

The wise business owner knows that community
events bring dollars into the local economy. Money
everywhere is tlght Yet local organizations have
climbed mountains in sustaining private contrlbu-
tiorns.

In the next round of anticipated state cuts, organiza-
tions will be forced to be even more creative and bolder in
requesting private financing.

A commumty without arts and culture is simply a con-
coction of buildings and roads without heart or sub-

stance.

* But arts organizations need to consider their missions,
avoid any type of duplication with other groups, and pre-
pare to again seek increased private financing,

On the other hand, the public, including corporations,
must take on the responsibility of helpmg promote -and
seciire arts and cultural programs in the community by
dlggmg into their wallets and coffers.

Cﬁndldates Sthk to
|ssues that matter

As the Nov. 2 election a.pproaches, we implore state and
local candidates to discuss the issues that affect voters the
most

Issues like public education, the quality of our roads
and the preservation of open space.

We want candidates to share their ideas for adequately

funding K-12 public education; i improving roads and alle-
viafing traffic congestion; protecting the purity of the
water we drink and the air we breathe; and controlling
urban sprawl and conserving park land for future genera-
tiohs.

And, we want them to discuss creative ways to pay for
these improvements - without further burdenmg tax-
payers.

We're not talking about giving lip service to these
isspes. We want a serious discussion that will lead to

practical selutions and provide voters with the neces-.

sary. information for them to make mformed dec1~
sions.

We expect serious candidates to attend — and be weil-
prepared for — candidate forums and coffee klatches

spensored by local chambers of commerce, PTAs and

PTOS, homeowner groups and the League of Women
Voters. -

We expect them to respond thoughtfully to wrxtten
questionnaires that are published.

And 'we encourage voters to read candidates’ plat-
forms, attend meet-the-candidate events and debates
— or watch them when they are aired on local ca,ble
channels.

This election, let’s put an end to muckraking, character
assassinations, half-truths and sign stealing, Let’s take up
the issues that matter most — and then stick to them.

n
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Saved the pig

- An 11‘year-old Canton middle school
student deserves kudos for her role in the
Canton Lions Club auction of a pig this

‘past Sunday, Aug. 29, at the Bartlett-

Travis House.

She decided to take action aﬁer hear-
ing about the fund-raiser, Upset at the
thought of this pig becoming the center-
piece of a barbecue, and with the assis-
tance of her parents, she purchased 300
tickets, the vast majority of those sold.
She contacted SASHA Farm, a 65-acre
sanctuary in Manchester, to find out
rivléether they had room for Harry. They

i :

Lions officials allowed her to select the
winning ticket. To the relief of all, she
won. Duane Bordine volunteered to take
Harry to his new home. Harry will live
out his life with approximately 200 other
animals, including several other pigs, on
this peaceful farm. More information is
available at www.sashafarm.org.

Sometimes a young person can teach
us how to show more compassion to the
animals who share our planet.

Bee Friediander

Canton

Su‘pporttnq Zarbo

Thank you very much for your in-
depth coverage of the very interesting
and competitive Canton trustee primary
race. I especially appreciated getting to

. know each of the candidates via your

interview with them.

I think I am in good company when I
say I don’t spend an exorbitant amount
of time following local politics. I prefer
to spend my free time enjoying my fam-
ily and home, taking advantage of -
recreation opportunities,
shopping/dining, etc., of which our
township employees and Board of
Trustees can be very proud.

‘When I first came to know my neigh-
bor Karl Zarbo was a Canton trustee, I
thought, “Well, maybe there is hope for

- politicians” He is a regular guy, with a

similar work ethic and passionate opin-
ions like myself. He is on the township
team that has contributed to our success,
while serving as a planning commission-
er for nine years prior to h1s appoint-
ment to trustee,

. He makes himself available to our
homeowners’ association (he is a past
president), in addition to soliciting our
feedback on issues facing Canton (he’s
also a member of the Ford Road Task
Force).

True, he has only been a trustee

. since January 2003 (when he was

appointed from a pool of 55 candi-
dates). All the more reason, I urge

. other Canton residents to take oppor-

tunities to meet and talk with Karl.
Look for him at your door, at commu-

' nity events (though he is usually man-

ning the grill at Lions Club events) or
at the library, just to name a few places
around town.

Knowing Karl Zarbo is our’ watchdog”

. lets me spend even more time on my

hobbies and family, and less time on
local politics. :
Randy Cook
Canton

LETTERS

Changing school districts

I am a homeowner in the Huntington

- Place II Subdivision in Canton. I am also

the representative for the Huntington
Place I and Huntington Place II
Subdivisions in our attempt to transfer
our properties from the Van Buren
school sistrict to the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools district. -

We are now at the state appeals level in
our attempt to win this decision: The fact
is that the Van Buren school district does
not want to allow this transfer to occur.

Tt does not want to relinquish the school
. tax dollars we pay, nor does it wish to .

relinquish its potential foundation grant
money received by every public school

“child that attends its schools from our

subdivisions.

. To the district, it's a matter of econom-~
ics, nothing more. For us, it's about our
children, the quality of their education
and being a part of the community in

which we live. We were aware of the fact

that our homes were in the Van Buren
school district when we moved into the
area; however, we were also led to
believe that a school district boundary
change was in the works, as well.

We were misled. There were no school
district boundary changes planned by
anyone. So, we took it upon ourselves to
make it happen. We have met all the nec-
essary requirements for this t{ransfer as
mandated by the Michigan D?epartment
of Education.

The réasons we wish to transfer are:
We believe the Plymouth-Caj nton
Community Schools district would pro- -
vide a far superior educatlonj;l' opportu-
nity for our-children, we beh e that the
distances our children live from the
schools they now attend are*prohiibitive
to any extracurricular school activities
and, above all, we want our children to
go to schools in the community in whlch
we live,

After all, we live in Canton, Many of ug
work in Canton. We shop and do our
business in Canton. We go to church in
Canton. Our friends live in Canton. We
recreate in Canton, We also want our
children to go to school in Canton, not
Belleville. We have nothing to do with
Belleville. ,

As a matter of fact, our parents are so
adamant about this issue that out of the
43 school-age children in our two subdi-
visions, only 15 go to public schools in
the Van Buren school district; the rest all
attend either private, parochial or char-
ter schools,

Not only do the bureaucrats want to
deny this transfer for the economic rea-
sons, but also because if we win it will set
a precedent for other subdivisions on the
southern school district border to follow
suit as well. Families in Central Park,
North Woods and River Woods
Subdivisions all wish to transfer, not to
mention the subs off Geddes Road that
are being bused to the Wayne-Westland
schools.

This transfer approval would hterally

-open up “Pandora’s Box” with new trans-

fer requests and they don’t want that to
happen. We are right! These school dis-
trict boundaries should have been
changed a long time before this.

On Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2004, thereisa

‘Hollowell and Kerry

bond election to be held for the Van
Buren Public Schools for 4.54 mills or -
$150,000,000 to rebuild its anthuated

-schools. To stand a chance of winning

our transfer appeal in Lansing this bond
issue must fail. If you reside within the
Van Buren school district, please go and
vote NO at this bond election. We need
your help!

In addition, Rep. Shelley Taub has
introduced House Bill 5065 to the
Michigan House of Representatives. This .
bill in a “nutshell” would enable us to
transfer our properties to the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools district with
absolutely no say-so from the Van Buren

" school district or Wayne-Westland school

district whatsoever We need this bill to
pass!

If you live in the Van Buren school dis-
trict, or thé Wayne-Westland school dis<-
trict and want your children to attend
the Plymouth-Canton Community .

Schools, call your Reps. Philip La Joy or

John Stewart, and Sen. Bruce Patterson
to urge their support to vote YES on
House Bill 5065! We desperately need
the support of all homeowners that are
affected by these archaic school district
boundaries.

We alone do not stand a chance of
winning this appeal. It’s time for all con-
cerned citizens to stand up and be count-
ed. Unfortunately, it's the only way we’ re
gomg to make this happen.

Mark Dixon-
Canton

Since President Bush has taken all the
blame for everything from the AIDS epi-

~ demic to the war on terror, let’s evaluate

John Kerry’s attitude regarding the open
prostitution during the Democratic con-
vention in Boston.
In two separate radio broadcasts, a
certain call house madam encouraged
“the girls to get-out on the street.” In the
second interview, she said, “I’d like to see -

- alot of men happy”

I never once heard John Kerry
denounce any immoral activity either
before or after the convention. So maybe

- Butch Hollowell thought John Kerry was
- giving the green light to the red hght dlS-

tricts.
Dolores Kapanke
Garden City -

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number.
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Mail
Letters tothe editor

- Canton Observer

794 South Main .
Plymouth, Mi 48170

Fax:
(734) 459-4224

-E-mail;

bkadrlch@oe homecomm.net
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_“She will be just perfect for the foundataon. ... This is @ very exciting expanslon for the Ioundatlon She mll establlsh

new relationships and maintain our current relationships.”
- Joan Noricks, Canton Community Foundation executive dlrector. on new deveiopment director Loren Wadington
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Latest budget fiasco masks | Mrs. Masters'tiles

true problem state is facing

2 emember the story about the frog in the pot of water on the
tove? You put a frog in the water.and you slowly turn the .

¥ Wheat up, a degree or two at a time. Supposedly a frog will sit
quietly in the water until, yep, he’s poached.

Well, we haven’t had poached frog at our housefor some time,
but the moral is clear and all too true: If you keep doing bad things
little bit by little bit, nobody is likely to notice until it’s too late.

Which brings us to the current flap about school funding,. It's now
clear Gov. Jennifer Granholm and the leaders in the Legislature spent
the last couple of weeks secretly cookmg up a scheme to get a measly
$6.6 million out of the coming year’s $1.2 billion budget deficit by
slashing state payments for Michigan school dis-
tricts that spend more than $9,000 per pupil.

On the chopping block is $74 per pupil in
state aid for Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills, -
Farmington, Southfield and Troy. Farmington
- schools get.dinged worst, by more than
$900,000 this coming year,

The timing couldn’t be worse. This hit home
when school has already started, and teachers, cus-
todians and bus drivers have been hired and are in
place. This year’s school budgets were all adopted
by July 1, as state law requires, Now, officials of
these school districts simply have no idea about
how to absorb cuts of this magnitude this late.

Northville Supt. Leonard Rezmierski’s com-

ments are typical: “This is no way to'run a business. You simply can-
not adopt a school budget in June based on assumptions about what
might or might not be done by the state in the middle of September””

- Evidently, the governor and the legislative leaders are not particularly
worried about that. Oddly, it's not the schools, but our Democratic gov-
ernor and the Republican-controlled Legislature who keep teetering on
the verge of violating their Constitutional obhgatlon to adopt a bal-

- anced budget by the beglmung of the state’s Oct. 1 fiscal year.

Whatever your politics, it’s simply irresponsible for Lansing to
disrupt the orderly workings of our schools while both parties fin-
ish their usual dreary annual game of budgetary chicken. If we
simply have to find $6.6 million to fix the budget, far better to do
so by réducing state school aid across the board, which we could
dofor a paltry $3.50 per pupil.

There are three important thmgs to be said about all of this.

First, the Lansing folks are spinning that the only districts that are
going to be hammered are the “rich” ones, implying that cuttmg high-
spending districts really isn’t going to hurt much, and that it’s only fair to

- go after a few rich folks. But the truth is that pitting “rich” districts
against “poor” is nothing more than a shoddy divide-and-conquer tactic.

For one thing, it isn’t complefely true. What the dollar amounts
are really a measure of, in large part, is how willing voters in those
districts were to support their schools in the days before Proposal A.

Fortunately, most school districts have figured this out; for
example, all 28 Oakland County superintendents, from
Birmingham to Hazel Park, are standing firin against the plan.

Moreover, if the proposed cuts go through, districts that once
might have been regarded as “rich” won’t be so any longer. Listen
to Farmington school Supt. Robert Maxfield: “We're committed
to our program for this year, which means we’ll be operating ata
deficit. When this time comes a.round next year, we'll be facing
massive cuts to make up for this year”

The second point is more philosophical — with a practical

Phil

s Power

twist. The beseftmg sin of democracies is that they often fall prey
to the notion that equality in mediocrity for all is better than the

~ hope of excellence for some.

That sort of thmkmg is why socialism always falls The districts
now under the gun are exactly those districts that historically
have chosen to come. up with the money to provide an excellent
education for their citizens. -

They were supposed to have been “held harmless” under
Proposal A, but over the years their spending has effectively been
frozen while costs have kept climbing and, as a result, they are
now in trouble — for trying to do a good job. -

And now the Lansing-based political class seems to want to
cripple the few excellent public schools left. Let’s hear it for a new
political slogan: “Mediocrity for all! It’s only fair!”

What the small minds in Lansing seem to have forgotten is that
when parents who are well enough off feel the quality of public
education has declined beyond a certain point, they can and-will
pull their kids out of the public schools. -

Doing so is easier than ever, thanks to charter schools, and. thanks
to Proposal A, every child who leaves costs the public schools thou-
sands of dollars. That sets up a vicious circle in which the more kids
leave; the more the quality of cash-starved public education falls;
and still more families take their kids out of the schools. The end

~ product could look very much like the public schools of Detroit.

And communities with substandard schools aren’t going to
attract the kind of people or the kind of businesses they want to

_ have living in them.

My third point is the most important — and the one the governor
and the Legislature least want to hear. Sooner or later the governor
and the Legislature are going to have to develop the guts to face the
fundamental problem, which is that the state budget is chronically
and structurally unbalanced by more than $1 billion per year.

They have only two real choices: 1) Cut state spending by at least
$1 billion a year. This will make a lot of people very, very angry. 2)
Fix our absurd tax system by broadening the base of the sales tax to
include services while reducing the rate. This will make some anti-
tax-at-any-cost people very angry, but it will cure our built-in budg-

-et problem that otherwise will go on and on for years.

Of course, nothing could terrify politicians more than actually facing
the facts and making decisions as big as the scope of this problem.
That’s especially true when we have an election this fall, and every sin-
gle member of the governing class will have to run two years from now.

Hence the convenient conspiracy of making lots of little spend-
ing cuts around the edges that lets the politicians stumble into a
new fiscal year having “balanced” the budget, but leaving
unsolved the underlying problem.

That's what they have just done to our better-endowed school
districts, Which brings us back to the frog in the pot of the water.
We can slowly, slowly keep turning up the heat, cutting here and
there, nipping away at those few remaining things of high quality
(good schools and good universities, for instance).

But at the end of the day the cumulative effect of this death by
a thousand short-run cuts will leave our signature mstltutlons,
Jjust like the frog, well and truly poached.

And there is nothing harder than unpoaching a frog.

Phi Power is the chairman of the board of the company that owns this newspa-
per. He would be pleased to get your reactions to this column either at (734)
953-2047 or at ppower@homecomm.net.
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WE GIVE YOU *800 OFF:

YOU PUT OFF PAYING FOR 1 YEAR.

JOHN DEERE
NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE™

Power steering,

Enjoy No Interest,
traction assist, No Payments for
liquid cooling, 12 months on a
hydraulic lift... 20-hp garden
and No Interest, § tractor with
No Payments power steering

for 1 year. and more.

Chronic knee pain can make you feel years older than you are. ,
At first, you don't want to walk long distances. Then you try to -}
limit movement that might increase the pain. Before you know

replacement surgery , : ! .

The surgery is performed by Dr. Robert Ference, a n‘ationally 1
recognized leader in minimally invasive knee replacement. |

are for sale again .

ris Darby was convinced that Plymouth-Canton needed a
place where potters could work together. Before Kris
retired from teaching, she, along with Carolyn Hook,
Kathy Sandberg, Ruth Price and Debbie Lieberman estab-
lished the Village Potters Guild.

With the help of Torb Guenther, Kim Guenther and Al
Larson, Frameworks’ owner, the Guild opened a studio a year:
later. They recruited new members, such as Eileen Hewett
and Barb Masters, long'tlme English teachers.

Today, the Guild is celebrating its 10th anniversary and has,
grown to 25 members. Carolyn Hook, the current presulent, A
said, “The mission of the Guild is to educate the community ~ "
about ceramics and art and give potters the chance to learn
from others.” She’s always happy to welcome -
new members.

Other Guild events are the Fourth A.nnual
Studio Clearance Pottery Tent Sale held on ‘.,q
Sept. 11 at 340 N. Main St,, followed by the
Cherry Hill Village Fine Arts and Anthues
Show on Sept. 18-19. "

Pottery is very beautiful, but workingin~ "
clay is dirty work. Some potters love to work’
with mud, while others are more interested’* "%
in colors, paints, glazes, and finishes. While ¢
some pottery may look very delicate, it maym: i
have been built by a potter who “threw the.:
clay” and then “fired” the object in a kiln. .

Kris likes to work with clay because “the ...
materials are natural and come from the earth” You could say that. £
Kris, Barb and Eileen used their potter’s skills when they were
teachers, but instead of clay, they molded and shaped children. " :

Barb Masters died in 2003. Debbie Licberman, Margaret
Nowak, Eileen Hewett and others came up with the great
idea to make tiles from Barb’s molds. These keepsake tiles -
were sold at Art in the Park and at the Tent Sale. All proceeds i
go to the Barbara Masters Art Grant (Educational Excellence .
Foundation), which brings creative programs to PCEP. N

Mrs. Masters was one of my favorite teachers. Havinga |
teacher like Mrs. Masters in the '60s was cool. She was mtol-‘b
erant of intolerance. She allowed students to be radical, but .
never lazy. She insisted that if you were goingto be in her ™%
class, you had to think. She could be cantankerous, but she ="
was absolute in her passion for literature and the arts. M

She breathed life into Thoreau, Enierson, and even George - H;
Eliot. Emerson wrote, “The measure of a master is his success:
in bringing all men around to his opinion twenty years later.” -

. Idon’t know if I agree with everything Mrs. Masters said,
but she certainly made an impression on me. I suspect she
also influenced my son, John, even though she retired before .
he was a student at PCEP.

When John took the Zen and Emerson class, his teacher was - NS
Kathy Thompsen, another one of Mrs. Masters’ students. John. -
didn’t have to buy a copy of Emerson; he borrowed my dog- - ;
eared, marked up copy. John would have loved Mrs. Masters e
because he’s just as irascible and thought-provoking as she Was..

It’s too bad that teachers can’t be replicated as easily as
Mrs. Masters’ tiles.

Debra

L Madonna
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Debra Madonna is a Piymouth Townshlp resident and regular contnbutor il
to the Observer. She can be reached via e-mail at clanon@storytel!erde- -
sign.com. o
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it, you've given up \activities many take for granted. - -
At Sinai-Grace Hospital, our minimally i invasive total knee
replacement gets you back in action. This innovative techmque .f.i ;.‘:.
allows you to walk unassisted in two weeks, with a total recovery o
tithe of six weeks—as opposed to six months for tradmonal knee
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CHECK oUT THESE OFFERS AND MORE AT YOUR DEALER NOW!

Dr. Ference is the newest addition to Sinai-Grace's joint

replacement team,

joining Drs. Krugel, Higginboth’am, Blasiet;
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Sheriff hosts workshop on Astronaut Sally Ride to
mtee!: . & evrmdgnonn hostthird Science Festival
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Representatives from law
enforcement agencies as far
away as Jackson and Flint
came to Wayne County last
week to learn about a high-
tech tool now available to -
assist them in the event a child
turns up missing in their com-
munity.

Wayne County Sheriff
‘Warren Evans, who was the
first major law enforcement
. official in Michigan to imple-
. ment the A Child is Missing
(ACIM) telephone alert sys-
tem, hosted the event at its
training facility at Wayne
County Community College in
Van Buren Township.

More than 70 police officers
in attendance saw the power of
ACIM's telephone alert system,
which sends out thousands of
- customized pre-recorded
phone messages to homes and
_ businesses.in the immediate
vicinity of a reported disap-
pearance or abduction, The
non-profit organization, which
is based in Florida, uses com-
puter mapping and databases
to retrieve the phone numbers,
- which can be dialed at the rate
0f 1,000 per minute.

Evans added the service to

Read
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Ralph Caporale, a trainer from A Child is Missing, talks vnth !aw enforcement
officials from throughout the state at the program hosted by the Wayn&

County Sheriff's Department,

his Missing & Exploited
Children's Task Force in April,
when he announced the
Sheriff's Rescue Network,

. which he has made available to

all 43 police agencies in Wayne
County. The Task Force is
made up of five sheriff's
deputies and two Detroit
Police officers whose sole
responsibility is to find missing
children.

Total passenger traffic at
Detroit Wayne County Airport
jumped 9.5 percent in June
compared to June 2003,
according to preliminary fig-
ures releaséd by the airport’s
business office.

Detroit Metro finishes the
first half of 2004 with
16,956,735 total passengers
through June, a 6.6 percent
increase, including 1,410,291
international passengers, an
increase of 8 percent in that
category, over the first six

“These phone messages con-
tains specific information
about the time and location of
the child's disappearance, as
well as their description,”
Evans said. “What that does is
enlist an army of eyes and ears
in the immediate area of the
disappearance, which is a
tremendous help to police.”

The results can be dramatic,
according to ACIM trainer

months of 2003.

June’s total of 3,176,271 pas-
sengers is only 35,535 passen-
gers short of Metro’s best June
ever in 2000.

“If passenger traffic at
Detroit Metro Airport contin-
ues to increase at its current
pace, we will begin breaking all
time passenger records again
in 2005,” said Lester Robinson,
Wayne County Airport
Authority CEO.

Aircraft landings and take-
offs (operations) increased 8.3

-
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g child alert system

Ralph Caporale, “We had one -
instance where a man dropped
off a young girl he had abduct-
ed because he saw people com-

" ing out of their homes, looking

for the girl and calling her

‘name

It’s that kmd of result that

 Evans hopes will attract those

law enforcement agencies that

‘attended the training to sign

up for the free services.

“Time is the most critical
factor working against us when
we are looking for a missing
child,” Evans said. “Within a
matter of a few minutes, we '
will have the ability to contact
thousands of individuals who
will become our eyes and ears
to help us locate the child,”
Evans said. _ .

In Wayne County, approxi-
mately 3,000 children are
reported missing each year.
While most are either recov- -
ered or return on their own,”

‘the county’s Missing &

Exploited Children's Task
Force, which is made up of
Sheriff's Deputies and Detroit

Police officers, has safely recov-
- begins to drift from their nat-

ered more than 350 missing

‘children since it was created in

October, 2003.

Airport traffic up by 9.5 percent

percent in'June and were up
6.23 percent for the first six
months of 2004 over 2003, A
total of 256,411 aircraft have
arrived or departed the airport
in the first half of 2004.
Airlines showing gains at the
airport include: British
Airways, Delta, Lufrhansa,
Northwest, Pinnacle
(Northwest Airlink),

‘Southwest, Air Canada and

USA 3000.
Operations also increased at
Willow Run almost 2 percent.

. the Unive

Sally Ride, America’s first
woman astronaut, will be
attending the the third annual
Sally Ride Science Festival at
of Michigan
day, Sept. 12.
The Festival is for girls in
grades five through eight
with parents and educators
also welcome to attend. The
event will also be the site of -
the official kick-off of
TOYchallenge 2005, a fun-
fueled toy- and game»desngn
competition created to moti-
vate middle school-age stu- -
dents, especially girls, to use -
their science, engineering
and des1gn skills. *

This is one in a series of
Festivals organized by Sally
Ride Science, a company ded-
icated to creating events, pro-
grams and-activities that sup-
port girls’ interest in science,
math and technology. More
than 25 Sally Ride Science
Festivals held around the
country have each attracted
hundreds of glrls and parents
for a day of s¢ience, socializ-
ing and fun. The Festivals are
designed to pique the interest
of middle school girls, a group
that for a variety of reasons

ura] interests in science and
math,

The event will feature a
keynote speech by Sally Ride;
Discovery Workshops led by
women professionals ranging
from veterinarians to rocket
scientists; and a festive .
Street Fair with booths,
exhibits, food, music and a
drawing for prizes. There is
also an adult track for par-
ents and teachers on topics
such as hands-on science and
gender equity. Registration
begins at 11:30 a.m,, and the
festival runs from 11:30 a.m.

"to 4:15 p.m. The $18 advance
. registration fee ($25 the day

of the event) includes full
festival participation, sou-
venirs, and lunch. Girls

attending the festival can

also join the Sally Ride
Science Club for a sponsored
rate of $5 for the first year,

The Festival will also host
the launch of TOYchallenge
2005 which was developed by
Sally Ride, Smith College and

- Hasbro, Inc. as an outreach -
activity to engage middle
school-age studerits, especial-
ly girls, in science and engi-
neering and to inspire them

-1o pursue careers in those
fields. Area teams that partic-
ipated in TOYchallenge 2003
and 2004 will be on hand to.
demonstrate their toys.and
share their experiences. New
‘teams that pre-register for
this year’s competition can
display their plans and -
designs for review and
attendee feedback.

The Festival is presented in
association with the .
University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor. The event’s lead spon-
sor is the Ford Motor Co.,
other sponsors include
Johnson Controls, Pfizer and -
IBM. The Festival will incor-
porate the resources of the
local community to energize
girls and encourage them to
Reach for the Stars! :

. Teachers, parents and stu- -
dents can pre-register and find
out more about the Festival -
schedule ahd workshops elther
online at
www.SallyRideFestivals.com or
by phone at 800.561.5161. Pre-
registration is strongly recom-
mended as space is limited.
Interested TOYchallenge
coaches and teams can find
further details and pre-register -
at www.TOYchallenge.com.

Sally Ride Science was
founded by astronaut Sally -

Ride to support the large num- . :

bers of girls and young worien
who are, or m1ght become,
interested in science, math and
technology. For more informa-
tion on Sally Ride Science pro-
grams, please visit:

www.SallyRideScience. com, or
call (800) 561-5161.
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Small |
wonders

-Home holds

equal delight

for kids and
parents

BY MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

Charlie and Kerry Dillon
thought “small” when they ren-
ovated their 1930 farmhouse
colonial home, where the fami-
ly has lived for five years.

That is, their four children ~
ages 11, 10, 7 and 3 - were the
foremost consideration in the
project.

“It’s a home for children,’
Kerry Dillon said.

“Every room is designed with
them in mind. Thisis nota
museum.”

Gregory Hall, Allied ASID, of

- La Belle Provence in
Birmingham, created delightful
rooms that appeal to adults as
well as children,

Coziness is conveyed
throughout the residence, even
though it is now more than
5,000 square feet. Some fea-
tures celebrate the individuality
of each youngster; others, the
tastes of their parents,

- What could be called “child-
friendly” elements - such as
paint and upholstery with col-
ors and patterns that hide fin-
gerprints and spills - co-exist -
comfortably with those of =
adults - such as charming
antiques and reproductions,

itting in your home with the
heat cranked up in the com-
ing winter months, you may

and decor with sophisticated not notice the brisk air
features including Brunschwig sneaking into your home or the
& Fils tassels and trims. warm air sneaking out.

“We tried to make it Kappy, But your heater certainly will.

Just look at your next utility bill.
Based on national averages, the.
Office of Energy Efficiency and

kind of fun, casual but not
overly casual,” Dillon said.
This residence will be one of

seven on the 17th annual Renewable Energy (EERE) found
Community House ‘that 44 percent of a utility bill for a
Birmingham House Tour, typical house is for heating and
scheduled Tuesday, Sept. 21. cooling, That’s the largest portion
(See related items.) - of the bill.

“The seven homes on this
year’s house tour represent
Birmingham today;” said Lisa
Brody, co-chair of the event.

“The tour features homes
designed by architect Wallace
Frost that have been adapted to
today’s lifestyles, as well as
modern new homes that com-
bine the present-day desires of

But where’s the cold air coming
from, you wonder?

Perhaps you should check your
windows. According to the EERE,

(MS) ~ Before temperatures drop
and you see the first snowfall, make
homeowners with style and ele- it a priority to give your windows a
gance. - ) : thorough examination.

“There’s truly something for Why?
everyone to dream of havmg for ' Because a home’s windows are
themselves.” one of the chief ways that heat can

be lost during blustery winter
COMFORTABLE COMBINATION months, resulting in higher energy
bills.

To help with your inspection, fol~
low these tips from the experts at
Simonton
Windows:

B Check every window and door
to make sure there is adequate
weatherstripping and caulking
which will ensure a secure seal
around the openings in your home.

M Seal up any little cracks or gaps
where air can leak into your home.
Many experts believe the average
home has enough of these small
holes to equal one 3-foot by 3-foot

In the re"iovatlon, which
included additions, pains were
taken to keep new elements in
the feeling of the original style.

Custom-made molding and
cabinetry are among these fea-
tures. All of the light fixtures in
the house are antiques, some of
them from Michael’s Lamp
Shop in Lathrup Village.

The entryway is colored apri-
cot, in gloss paint so it picks up
natural light, It contains a
reproduction antique French
chest, and a needlepoint rug
made by women in North
Carolina who teach needlepoint
and sell their items to Hall.

The new kitchen, with natu- ' -
ral light sources that include a

www.hometownlife.com

heat loss and gain through and
around windows accounts for more
than 25 percent of a home’s heating
and cooling bills. :

That being said, if you think your
windows are the culprit of your
high heating bills, you have two
options; you can fix or replace. Your
choice will likely depend on your
pocketbook.

FIX-IT

John Piotrowsk, manager of the
glazing departmert, commercial
and residential, at Lairds Glass in
Plymouth said if you can’t afford to

PLEASE SEE WINTER, B4

opening,

M If you have storm windows, put
them on early in the autumn to help
save on your home’s energy bills.

M Make sure to lock all the hard-
ware on your windows. This creates
a strong seal that prevents cold air
from coming into the home.

Even when closed, an unlocked
window can still allow air to escape.

B Examine your windows. Make

sure they’re doing their part to help

insulate your home.

Check for hot and cold spots or
drafty areas inside your home near
windows, which can 1nd1ca.te energy
loss. .

If you decide it's time to replace
your windows, don’t wait until the
spring thaw. Replacing windows
before winter weather sets in can
save your family substantially on

PLEASE SEE CHECKLIST, B4

INFORMATION

For more information on
winterizing your windows and
energy efficiency in your home,
check out these Web sites:

I Office of Enerqy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy -
http://www.eere.energy.gov/co
nsumerinfofenergy_savers/

Il Michigan Energy
Demonstration Centers, including
Alliance for Environmental
Sustainability in Grand Rapids,
www.alliancees.org,
Environmental House in Ann
Arbor, www.recycleannarbor.org,
Great Lakes Renewable Energy in
Dimondale, www.glrea.org,
Upland Hifls Ecological
Awareness Center in Oxford,
www.uheac.org, Urban Options
in East Lansing,
www.urbanoptions.org, and the
WARM Training Center in
Detroit, Ml 48210,
wwwwarmtraining.org.

B The Energy Office of
Michigan- »
http://www.michigan.gov/cis/0,
1607,7-154-25676~,00.html.

Above, prepare
your windows
for winter. Vinyl
and vinyl clad
wood windows
make it easy to
have low main-
tenance and
high perform-
ance windows,

skylight and an oval window,
houses an island and counters
topped with green Iranian

" MARKET PLACE

granite. Dark wooden chans nieet gt g gé? ggiﬁﬁ%
along one side of the island | SmelSS}‘OﬂS ? g
have vinyl-covered cushions. Do you have a special Dine in comfort with this sumptuous Ieather place

Insets were put on the white
cabinets so the doors fit into.
frames. Polished nickel hard-
ware matches the pewter and
ceramic containers from Kerry
Dillon’s collection displayed
around the room.

item you'd like to
showcase in Marketplace  in Bloomfield Hills,

We'd tike to feature it!

the piece, along with

In an adjoining space, . information, to: Ken and black. Retaif prices are $79 for the place mats,
antique-looking prints of cows Abramczyk, At Home $64 for the set of four coasters, and $27 each for
are arranged on the walls editor, Observer & the linen napkins and decorative rings.
around a long wooden table. A Fecentric Newspapers Store hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday.

large: frames a living 36251 Schooleraft " Evening and weekend consultations availabfe upon
' ' Livania 48150 ' request, For more information, call (248) 645-LACE

or visit www.atouchoftace.com.

LEASESEE TOUR, B6

settmq offered at A Touch of Lace, 4036.feleqraph

- - Shown with a top-stitch napkin that comes in & vari-
on the front of At Home? ety of colors and a fashion-forward, belt-buckle
; napkin ring, the square, leather-bound place mat
Send aphoto or slide of  and matching coasters make for just the right
ambiance. The palette includes sienna, chocolate

Links to hospitality

Everyone is fooKing for
something great, that -
"wow package,” to greet
their friends and busi-
ness associates when
they arrive into town for
the Ryder Cup, says
Wendi Rosenthal, owner
of The Great American
Basket Co. in Farmington
Hilis. o

And she and her com--
pany have “tee"-rrific
ideas about that.

Rosenthal and her team
‘specialize in creating
extraordinary statements .
for their clients using - *
creative packaging and -
items that will leave a
lasting impression with
the basket receiver.

“Ryder Cup hospitality
packages are the oppor-.
tunity for companies to
weicome visitors to
Detroit whiie reinforcing
their brand or message
at the same time,”
Rosenthal said.

The company's Ryder
Cup hospitality ideas
include a mini golf bag
cooler that could contain
treats, practice golf balls,
tees, pocket tips, a golf
towel and many other
items (prices are $125
and $75 with items, $30
for the cooler alone); a
‘golf ball bucket filled
with assorted snacks and |
golf novelties ($45); and
a golf bag tote, a gift box
filled with an assortment
of treats and goodies

. (starting at $25),

Hospitality totes and
baskets are available for
purchase by visiting The
Great American Basket
Co.'s showroom at 2959
Orchard Lake Road
{between 13 and 14 Mile);:
by calling (248) 626- -
9050 or ~ toll free - .. -
(800) 528-0473, or
online at B
www.greatamericanbas- '
ket.com. .

Entertainment book

The Shelby Gardenei
Club is sefling the
Entertainment 2005 -
book to raise money for -
its continued beautifica-.
tion projects in She!hy
Township.

Price Is $20. The books
are available at the
Shelby Parks and .
Recreation Office, from a_ .
¢lub member, or by cail->
ing (586) 731-8215.

Supporters

Alten Brothers Inc., &~ -
roofing contractor based -
in'Rochester Hills, has . -
donated to the Children's

" Hospital of Michigan's - -
- grand opening charity

extravaganza, orqan:zed
by the Robinson Realty. -
Group, in an effort to
raise treatment and
research funds for chil-.
dren facing life-threaten-
ing infectious diseases:
for the Children’s
Hospital of Michigan. -
.The hospital's private
charity benefit will take.
place 7 p.m. to midnight

‘Saturday, Oct. 9, at The

Renaissance Club, 200 . .
Renaissance Center, 36th
floor in Detroit. v

The emcee will be for-
mer UPN 50 anchor
Amyre Makupson, and
the keynote speaker will
be Dr. Herman Gray, chief
operating officer of -
Children’s Hospital of
Michigan,

For more mformatton,
call Tracye Robinson- -
Blount at (248) 905
5600,
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LEATHER CHAIR

§ AND OTTOMAN BY BRADINGTON YOUNG, IN §

CARMEL LEATHER
LIST $1698."

$97}7

ALL
LAMPS, PICTURES AND
ACCESSORIES

50% OFF

3 PIECE CASUAL DINING SET
BY HARDEN
INCLUDES 42’ ROUND GLASS TABLE AND 2
LEATHER SIDE CHAIRS
LIST $2562

341997

DURHAM

ENTERTAINMENT CABINET
IN CHERRY

LIST $2548

$4499°

HUGE SELECTION OF

| GRANDFATHER CLOCKS AND WALL CLOCKS

From $161988
t $2799°%

Delivery Available - All Sales Final

ORIENTAL RUGS

SAVE 50%-60% OFF EVERYDAY
LOW PRICES THIS WEEKEND

' $1,000,000 ON HAND
. ,;BR_ING.. .M EASU_REMENTS |

'Permit 2004 Al items subject to prior sale!

©DLS Co. 2004
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Vacuummq maintains

Arhaus Furniture to open in Birminqham

Arhaus Furniture
(www.arhaus.com), an Ohio-
based retailer of exclusive
handcrafted home furnishings,
is gearing up to open a new .
store location in the Palladium
Complex, 202 North Old '
Woodward Ave., formerly -
occupied by Tower Records.

The store, set to open mid-
November, marks the retailer’s
second location in the state of
Michigan and 26th overall in
the United States following a
continuing expansion effort.
The retailer’s first store in the
state opened earlier this year at
Arborland Shopping Center in
Ann Arbor.

With nearly 20,000 square
feet on the first floor of the |
three-story building in
Birmingham, Arhaus plans to
recreate a setting similar to
that of its flagship store at the
trendy lifestyle shopping cen-
ter of Legacy Village in

- Lyndhurst, Ohio. The stunning

interior of the store includes an
oversized fireplace surrounded
by antique, hand-carved panel-
ing and an Itdlian Courtyard
with wrought iron gates.

With a merchandising phi-
losophy heavily influenced by
theatre, Arhdus company offi-
cials believe the stores are
unlike any other in the home
fashions catégory. -

John Reed, president
of the home furnishings retail-
er, points to everything from
the lighting throughout the.

(NAPS) If that red carpet

’ you're rolling out is yours, reg-

ular cleaning and maintenance
can keep it looking good year
after year, During everyday

store to the hanging fabrics
and hand-painted murals,
which help to create an inspi-
rational backdrop for cus-

tomers.

“Our visual team works very
hard to create an environment

. that blends various cultures

together to create a very
unique, worldly look that our
customers love. It’s all about .
making a statement and pro--
viding an unmatched product
selection so customers can eas-
ily envision our furniture and
accessories in their homes,” he -
said.

“The river rock ﬁreplace, '
reminiscent of those found in
mountain lodges, will be con-
structed of nearly 6 tons of
stone, and the Italian court-
yard, sectioned off with

-antique Indonesian doors, will

house the retailer’s complete
line of seasonal accessories.

Other features will include
an antique, hand-carved
Javanese dwelling used to cre-
atively showcase a furniture
collection, a signature chair
wall housing Arhaus’ selection
of dining chairs, and a combi-
nation of hardwood and mosa-
ic tile flooring throughout the
store.

With the grand epening in

the fall, the Birmingham store

will introduce shoppers to the
retailer’s adaptation of the Arts
& Crafts era, with home fur-
nishings featuring slightly
more feminine shapes, earthy

Certification recommends that
you routinely remove dry soil .
with vacuuming to preserve
the carpet’s life. Here are some
important things to remember:

www.hometownlife.com

color palettes, natural finishes

.and simpler decorative ele~

ments.
Mosaic dining tables and

' Asian-inspired cabinets hand-

painted with pictorial scenes

are some of the items that will . -

* be shown, along with Arhaus’
- many signature collections in

upholstery (slipcovered,

. leather and custom-ordered),

indoor and outdoor dining and
bedroom furniture. - ‘
‘The Arhaus product devel--

-‘opment team travels around

the world gaining inspiration . -

from various cultures and
works with skilled artisans to
create the retailer’s exclusive
product line, including the
Copper Arabesque Dining
Collection, which combines
hand-hammered copper
tops and hand-forged iron
bases. ,
“By working directly with '

* these artisans, we are able to

offer our customers stylish,
high-quality merchandise at a
great value,” says Reed.

With such a unique product
mix, Reed is optimistic about
the projected success of the
Birmingham store. He says
Arhaus has something com-
petitors don't, “a truly captivat-
ing store presentation packed
with beautiful, handmade fur-
niture and accessories from all
over the world. Our products
are stylish, yet practical and

- perfect for today’s famlhes, he

adds.

i

ca rpetinq‘

M Since ‘vacuuming only
removes about 75 percent of

* soil, use a professional cleaner

regularly to.complete the

cleaning process. Minute parti--

use, soil clings to carpet fibers M Use a hepa-type bag. cles, especially those that can
and dulls the carpet’s beauty. M Replace the bag when it is be inhaled, ean be effectively.
The Institute of Inspection, half to two-thirds full. removed with professional vac-
Cleaning and Restoration M Use attachments forroomedges.  uuming and cleaning.
GARDEN CALENDAR
Composting * or camimartin@aol.com. wwﬁ.GreatLakesRoses.com or‘.c/all '
Feed the Earth ... Compost], a home (734) 46111230,

composting workshop, will take place
4-5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 10, at 3910 W.
Webster in Royal Oak.

The free outdoor workshop will
demonstrate methods for making and
using compost in the home garden. it
is sponsored by the Southeastern
Oakland County Water Authority.

To register, calt Karen Bever at (248)
288-5150, or e-mail LFBean®aol.com.

Dahlia show
The Southeastern Mlchlgan Dahlia
Society will present its 53rd annual
Dahlia Show Saturday-Sunday, Sept.
1112, at Livonia Mail, Seven Mile and
Middiebeit.
Hours are noon to 9 p.m. Saturday,
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday,
More than 600 o 800 blooms will be
on display, and several new cultivars
will be introduced. SMDS members
will be available to answer questions
and welcome new members.

Plant programs

Telly's Greenhouse & Garden Center,

3301 John R in Troy, presents pro-
grams 10 a.m. Saturdays. Cail (248)
689-8735 for information.

tn What's New for 2005 (Sept. 1),
Telly's owner, George Papadelis, will
show slides of next season’s exciting
and new annuals, perennials, roses
and herbs. Learn which plants would
work well in your garden,
Ornamental Grasses: Landscape in
Motion (Sept. 18) will fead you
through the splendid world of these

~ increasingly popular fandscape

plants.

Farmington Garden Ciub
The Farmington Garden Club will meet
at noon Monday, Sept. 13, at the
Longacre House, on the west side of
Farmington Road between 11 and 10
Mile.
A Feng Shui Garden will be the topic,
as the organization begins its 70th
year as a federated club. Guests are
welcome. Betti Pooie, past president,
will present design tips for imple-
menting the energy in your land-
scape/garden using feng shui. Poole
is also horticultural chair, a member
of the Farmington Hills Beautification
Commission, a master gardener and a
garden designer,

Royal Oak Garden Club
Come grow with the Royal Oak Garden
Ciub at the club’s meeting at 1 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 13 in the Royal Oak
Library Auditorium. There will be a
slide presentation by Me! Batch and a
review of our past year's community
gardens. Help the club plan communi-
ty involvement with the Detroit Zoo,
Gijda's Club, Royal Oak Cemetery and
the Morias Street Community Center.
For information, contact ctub presi-’
dent Rose at RKUDRON@YAHOO.COM

Detroit Rose Society
The Detroit Rose Society will meet
7:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 10, at the
Pleasant Ridge Community Center on
Ridge Road, one block south of -696
and one block west of Woodward.

Hill & Dale Garden Club
" The Perennial Plant Exchange, spon-

* sored by the Farmington Hifls
Beautification Committee and the Hill
& Dale Garden Club, is scheduled
8:30-11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 18 at
Farmington Hills City Hall, located at
1t Mile and Orchard Lake Roads. For
more information, please contact
Linda Talacki at {248) 646-4374.

Fali cleanup
Learn how to give plants the best
start into their next season in The Art
of Falt Garden Cleanup, a class meet-
ing 7-10 p.m. Wednesday, Sept..22, at
The Community House, 380 S. Bates in
Birmingham.
Cost is $40. To reglster call The -
Community House at (248) 644 5832,
or visit www.communityhouse.com.
In the class, you will receive tips on
what to do, when and how - for the
plant's good, for your benefit and to
make the garden attractive for the

- winter,

Instructor Deb Hall has been garden-
ing for more than 18 years, and oper-
ates her own garden maintenance
firm, Gardenbud's. ‘

An advanced master gardener, she
earned her Certificate of Gardening

Fine Arts from the Michigan School of

-Gardening. Hall became an instructor
for MSG in 1999. :

Rose programs
Roger and Nancy Lindley, owners of
Great Lakes Roses, present a series of
free programs at their nursery.
The schedule of fun and educational
programs includes insect and Disease
Control for Roses, 1 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
12, or 11 a.m. Monday, Sept. 13; and
Climbing Roses, 1 p.m. Sunday, Sept. .
19, or 11 a.m. Monday, Sept. 20.
insect and Disease Control is a slide
presentation and tour of the Lindleys'
“less than perfect” garden, with spe-
cial emphasis on natural and cultural:
controf of rose problems. .
Climbing Roses is a slide. program and
garden demonstration of trainiy@nd
pruning technigues.
Reservations aren't needed. Each
presentation will last about an hour.
Dress for the weather.
Great Lakes Roses is at 49875 Willow
Road, between Rawsonville and -
Sumpter (Belleville) roads in Sumpter
Township, seven miles south of
Belleville. Its roses are also available
at the Ann Arbor and Northville farm-
ers markefs.
For information about Great Lakes
Roses, visit

fnm e

Tree, bulb sale
Orders in the Falt Tree and Spring
Flowering Bulb Sale of the Oakland
Conservation District must be
received by friday, Sept. 17.
For a catalog and order form, call the
Oakland Conservation District at (248)
673-4496 or e-mail
bob.mrozek@macd.org.
Tree offerings include balsam fir,
white fir, Colorado blue.spruce,
Eastern redeedar, white cedar, red
pine, white pine, Norway spruce,
white spruce and American farch.
Among the bulb offerings are blue .
jacket, fondante, Gipsy princess and
splendid Cornelia hyacinths; single, .
Triumph, peony, fringed, Darwin and

" lily tufips; trumpet and large cupped
daffodils; narcissi and crocus. -
Orders may be picked up 15 p.m,
Friday, Oct. 8, and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 9, at Springfield Oaks -
County Park in Davisburg.

School of Gardening
The Michigan School of Gardemng
offers a variety of classes at 29429
Six Mile in Livonia, just west of
Middlebelt in the Milo Shopping Plaza,
and at Goldner Walsh Nursery, 559
Orchard Lake Road in Pontiac, north
of Square Lake Road and east of

- Telegraph.

Register early. Seating is limited.
Some classes have pre-requisites. For
more information, call (248) 4-GAR-
DEN or visit www, mlcmqanqarden
ing.com.

The schedute mc!udes Ins and Outs of
Plants, Mondays, Sept. 13-27, in
Pontiac or Tuesdays, Sept. 14-28, in. .
Livonia (fee is $98); Putting Down
Roots in the Wake of Lost Ash Trees,
Tuesday, Sept. 14, in Pontiac ($10); Falt
Color in the Landscape, Wednesday,
Sept. 15, in Pontiac ($40); The Art of
Fail Cleanup, Friday, Sept. 17,in

Livonia (540); Bulbs: Tips on Choosing -

and Using, Saturday, Sept. 18, in
Livonia (540); Transplanting Large .
Plants, Saturday, Sept. 18, in Livonia
($69); Alt About Lawns, Mondays,
“Sept. 20 to Oct. 4, in Livonia ($110);
Designing for Winter interest, - -

Wednesday, Sept. 22, in Livonia (540);. -

and Doubling Up Perennials,
Thursday, Sept. 23, in Pontiac (540).
_The Michigan School of Gardening will
" aiso present The Art of Fall Cleanup
Wednesday, Sept. 22, at The
Community House, 360 S. Bates in
Birmingham.

If ybu have an item for the calendar,
please submit it at least two weeks in
advance of the date it should be pub-
lished. Send to Ken Abramczyk, At
Home Editor, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraff,
Livonia, M 48150 or e-mail kabram--
czyk@oe.homecomm.net,

L.

i
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Technicians face dilemma on some

ecently read an article writ-
en for an appliance trade
magazine by Jim Pearce who
is the owner-operator of an
appliance repair business in
Hartselle, Ala.

Pearce

"described
some of the
problems that
are known to
exist on certain
brand major
appliances,
how secretive
these problems
remain even
- during the .

Appliance
chtor

Joe od, and just

¢ how loyal
e o old @ serv-
- ice technician be to the home-
owner while being paid by a
manufacturer for doing the
warranty work.

Pearce’s article depicts a
huge dilemma created by man-
ufacturers and faced by just
about every appliance repair
company across this country.

- If appliance technicians talk
too much, they cut their own
throats by informing con-
sumers of product problems,
On the other hand, if they

warranty peri- -

don't inform these same con-

sumers of these product prob-
lems, the homeowner ends up
forking out dollars for repairs

. that should have been covered

under warranty, :
Let me give you a couple of
scenarios to help you under-
stand this complex problem.
Let’s say that a certain brand- -
name washing machine needs
a common repair of replacing
the door latch motor and that a

failure of this motor can cause

a control board failure. What is
a technician to do? The service

tech notices this brand washer

has a problem, and does that
technician say anything at all.
Will the homeowner think that
the service technician is just

~ trying to create more work and

a bigger expense for the cus-
tomer? With the tarnished
image that we have in the serv-
ice industry this could very
well be the case.

* After telling the homeowner
of a pending failure of a com-
ponent, will the homeowner
get on the telephone and call
the manufacturer to request
repairs at no charge? If so, the
manufacturer is asking who
this technician is and what
does he or she think they are

1 AT HOME

doing?

If the technician is worklng
for a company that does war-
ranty work for this manufac-

-turer, it could ruin the rela-

tionship or eliminate a portion
of income for the company. A
big question remains of the

. product problem which is

being reported by service tech-

nicians across the country. -
-Does-the manufacturer

admit there is a problem?

This problem does exist and

Tdon’t know ifit’s as pro-
nounced as written about in’

* Pearce’s article but I.do know

that if it causes a control board
failure during the life of this.
washer, it will cost the home-
owner a few hundred dollars
for repairs.

Pearce also elaborates on
other problems, such as a
refrigerator control which
freezes everything in the refrig-
erator section, a known prob-
lem cured by changing the
control.

Another is a transmission
failure in a washer which
sprays the clutch mechanism
with oil and creates an expen-
sive clutch replacement. A cer-
tain stove which in only it’s
second self cleaning operation

- the homeowners pocket.

epairs

shuts down and needs exten-
sive repairs. These are all
known problems.

Keep in mind that many of
these problems occur when the
product has gone past the full
first year warranty and the
repair costs will come out of

This writer has been in the
appliance industry for many
years and I remember so well
when a product name meant
so much to a company’s brand
loyalty. I remember the up-
front attitude displayed by
manufacturers when a product
problem slipped through the

. cracks and just how much that

attitude has gone by the way-
side.

I believe that service techni-
cians should be sharing every
piece of technical information
they have with their customers
especially if it saves them a
repair cost in the future. To the
appliance manufaeturers who
hide certain problems, I say
shame on you.

~ Joe Gagnon can now be heard on

WWJ-950 and WXYT-1270. He is a mem-

. ber and past president of the Society

of Consumer Affairs Professionals, His
phone number is (248) 455-7281.

L

Home decor

Haberman Fabrics, 905 $. Main in
Royal Oak, presents a variety of home

« decor classes for different skill levels.
In Weekender Bag, Mondays, Sept. 13-
27, make a versatile tapestry tote that
can carry everything needed for a
weekend away (fee is $60).
Students will trace their patterns dur-
ing the first class and shop for addi-
tionaf materials with quidance from
the instructor.
In Simple Curtain, Thursdays, Sept. 23
to Oct. 7, beginners will learn how to
sew as they dress up living room, bed-
room, kitchen or hathroom windows
{360).
Make a simple rod-pocket window
treatment, lined or unlined, to use
alone or over blinds or shades; leave
class with a custom curtain that fits
your decor.
Call (248) 541-0010, e-mail
ContactUs@Habermanfabrics.com
or visit www,HabermanFabrics.com for
registration and other information.

Knitting

Work with a teacher at your own level
(beginners and advanced) in Knitting
for All Levels, a class offered at the
‘Rochester Community House, 816
Ludiow.
The class will meet Wednesdays Sept.
15 to Oct. 20, or Thursdays, Sept. 16 to
Oct. 21, Fee is $44.
Pre-registration is required, by mail or
at RCH. No credit cards. Call (248) 651-
0622 or visit www.rochestercomm-
house.org for information.

Toy show
The Troy Toy Show will take place
Saturday, Sept. 18, at the Troy
Community Center, 3179 Livernois, two
blocks north of Big Beaver Road (16
Mile).
Hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (7-9 a.m. for
early bird customers). Admission is $4
for adults, free for age 12 and under,
$10 for early bird customers.
The show will feature about 50 deal-

- ers exhibiting antigue, collectible and
modern toys, Among the items will be

_Unbelievable Low Prices On:

¢ Trees
¢ Shrubs
* Evergreens

Mums ¢ Pansy ¢ Aster
Decorative Cabbage
Decorative Kale

734 453 5500 The way

I'all Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6
Fri 8-7 « Sat 9-6.« Sun, 10-5
Offers Expire 9/22/04

HOME CALENDAR

games, soldiers, dolls, vehicles,
posters, figures (including figures
from popular movies and TV shows),
books, sports. pieces and comics.

The event is presented by Showtime -

Promotions Inc. Call (248) 646-1047 for )

more information.

Auction
The Frank H. Boos Gallery of Troy will
conduct an auction 6 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday, Sept. 22-23, at the Troy
Community Center, 3179 Livernois,
A preview of the auction is scheduled
noon to 8 p.m, Monday-Tuesday, Sept.
20-2t, at the Troy Community Center.
Cali {248) 643-1900 or e-mail artan-
dauction@boosgallery.com for more
information,

Home, leisure classes
The Community House, 380 S. Bates in
Birmingham, offers instruction in
home decor and leisure activities.
The schedute includes The Art of
Wsldflower Painting, Tuesday, Sept. 21;
and Knitting for Beginners, six
Tuesdays beginning Sept. 21.
To register, calt The Community House
at (248) 644-5832, or visit www.com-
munityhouse.com.
In the wildflower painting workshop,
you will learn the technigues of paint-
ing foliage, stir roses, backgrounds
and petals, These techniques can be
used on a variety of craft projects as
well as furniture. You will complete a
wood plague during the class to take
home.
Cost is $22, plus a $15 materials fee.
Instructors Bob and Esther Kerr are
experienced interior decorating pro-
fessionats. They have their own store
and do extensive teaching on interior
decorative finishes.
In the knitting class, learn the basic
skitls and complete a pair of child's or
aduft's mittens. The comprehensive, -
skill-building sessions will cover cast-
ing on, knit and purl stitches, increas-
ing, decreasing, binding off, seaming
and reading patterns.
Fee is-$90. A $15 materials fee for
workbook, handouts and project pat-

‘ .
18th Annual

¢ Floor Models
- Over Stocks

* Ornamental Pear

+ Red Sunset Red Maple
¢ Ornamental Grass

¢ Burning Bush

to Q"Ow

tern will be payable to the instructor,
at the first class. The supply cost for
practice and project materials (such
as yarn, knitting needles and notions)
will range from $25 to $40 or more
depending on your choices; a supply
list will be provided with registration.
instructor Natatie Wilson is a Craft
Yarn Council of America certified knit-
ting instructor and a professional
knitwear designer,

Antigues market
The 2004 Utica Antiques Market wifl
take ptace Saturday-Sunday, Sept. -
12, at the Knights of Columbus

Grounds on 21 Mife, 1 mile east of Van '

Dyke Road in Uticas

Hours are 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. The market will
take place rain or shine.

Admission is $5 for adults, free for
ages 12 and under, Parking is free,
Foad and heverages witl be available
on site. ,

The Utica market brings together
more than 200 dealers from afl over
the country, specializing in pieces
from all periods for the serious collec-
tor or the novice.

Numerous experts witl appraise
pieces on site.

Now in its 18th year, the event is the
largest open air market of its kind in
southeastern Michigan. it is recog-

nized throughout the Midwest for the

great variety, quality and affordability
of the antiques and collectibles.

The market has a beautifui setting:
lakeside on the tree-lined Knights of
Cotumbus grounds.

Uitimate Show Hous'e
The Ultimate Show House, 615 Hanna
i1 Birmingham, is open now through
Sunday, Sept. 12. Visitors shuttle from
The Somerset Collection, Coolidge and
Big Beaver (16 Mile) Road in Troy.
Hours are ndon to 6 p.m. Thursday-
Sunday. Shuttle hours from The
Somerset Collection are noon to 4
p.m. Thursday-Friday, noon to 5.p.m.
Saturday-Sunday.
Tickets are $10, available at the

* Landscape Materjals
¢ Perennials >
* One of a Kinds ¢ Close Quts

Fall Bulbs

Come see our

wide selection,

Buy now for a colorful spring

9900 Ann Arbor/Plymouth Rd.

7 Miles West of 1-275
1 1/2 Miles South of M-14
Corner of Gotfredson Rd.

I $42.95

Concierge desk af The Somerset
Collection North. A ticket purchase
will also entitle you to an entry to win
the master bedroom set at the Show
House, valued at $11,000, and a com-
plimentary gift from Wiltiams-
Senoma Grande Cuisine or The
Bombay Co.

Other contributions enter participants
into a raffle or a chance to putt on a
professionally designed golf green.

A miniature replica of the Show House
playhouse is on display in The
Somerset Collection Grand Court.
Make a donation and your child can
be architect for the day, receiving an
authentic architect tube filled with
supplies to use their wildest imagina-
tionin drawing their own dream
home,

Their art work will be dzsplayed at The
Somerset Collection and their name
will be entered into a drawing Sunday
for a miniature motorized Porsche or
miniature motorized golf cart.

For information, call The Somerset
Collection at (248) 643-6360.

Granite 3cm thick!

Amarello Gold

$38.95
$38.95
$38.95
$38.95
$38.95
$42.95

S/F
S/F
S/F
S/F
S/F
S/F
S/F
S/F
S/F
S/F

Rosa Beta
Luna Pearl

$42.95
'$45.95
$45.95
$45.95 S/F
$49.95 SF

All prices include installation, full

Save big by

music, Trips, gifts, magazine
subscriptions, computer parts
and tech gadgets (natch).

I recently bought a box of

that, an impos-

Tech
Savvy

Rick

I have even,
and I defy you -
to find another
columnist
brave enough
to admit this,

, purchased
boxer briefs online. (F'l leave
the color to your imagination.)

Why the love affair with
mouse-click shopping? |
Convenience is an‘obvious part
of the attraction; I can order a
new DVD for the kids in about
the time it takes to read this .
sentence, versus packing them
into the car, driving to Target,
and having to say “No” to the
15 other things they want me to
buy them.

But mostly, I shop online
because I'm a bargain junkie.

Let’s say I want to buy The
Wiggles’ Yummy Yummy, a
must-have DVD for toddlers.
Price at Target: $13.93, not
including tax, gas, and round-trip
travel time. Price at Deep
Discount DVD (www.deepdis-
countdvd.com): $10.20, shipping
included; no tax or travel time.

Speaking of movies, I recently
switched from NetFlix to '
Blockbuster.com for by-mail
DVD rentals. NetFlix charges
$21.99 per month, versus
$19.99 for Blockbuster’s new
service — a price that includes
two in-store rentals each month.

That not only puts $24 per
year back in my pocket, but
also saves me cash on those
occasional spur-of-the-
moment rentals.

Like magazines? Check out %
MagsFarLess.com, whereyou 5%
can almost always save a few
bucks on subscriptions.

Need a car charger or spare.
battery for your new cell phone? =
First stop: eBay. I recently spentias
about $7 on a brand-new chargv;‘?,g
er, an accessory that sellsfor 22

$29.99 from Verizon. =

Admittedly, these are mostly
nickel-and-dime savings, but
they can add up over time,

You can save even bigger on
big-ticket items, provided you ;
know where to look.

Suppose you're ready to pitch/%;
your old 2-megapixel digital *’&
camera in favor of a snazzy ne
5-megapixel model. You've set
tled on the Sony Cyber-shot
DSC-T1, a compact but amaz-
ingly versatile camera witha 2
list price of $499.99. That’s 5
what you’ll pay at a Best Buy or=
Circuit City. Price at Amencan
Deals.com: $410 shipped.

Ilearned of that vendor at
PriceGrabber.com, a great site 3
for comparing out-the-door
prices from various Web stores;

I DA HERA K

ﬁ"”‘
A
3
=

- and for seeing how other %%
shoppers rate those stores (so :
you can avoid some of the
Web’s shadier dealers).

You'll want a 256MB éi%

Memory Stick Pro Duo card to i
go with the camera, Priceat
SonyStyle.com: $94.99 plus
shipping. Price at eCost.com:

' $54, shipping included. v
Even among online vendors, i

it pays to shop around. s

The next time you need to
buy something, even some-
thing as obscure as a hot-tub
part, start your search online,
You may be surprised by what
you can find - and how much
you can save,

Rick Broida writes about computers

and technology for the Observer & 2%
Eccentric Newspapers. Broida of L
Commerce Township, has written for -z
computer and technology magazines,
and is co-author of several books on
handheld computing. E-mail him at
rickbroidal@excite.com

Granite Countertops

Lowest

Advertised

Pricein the

ck!

Topazio QOuro
Verde Tunas
Black Pearl

8. Cecilia D.
Verde Butterfly
Baltic Brown
Gold Butterfly
White Butterfly
Black Impala

bul/nosé or

straight polished edge 20 s/f minimum

Mac;hine finished edges only (while

'Close Out Til

supplies last)

e

Reg. *2.99-°3.99 s/f

Now as low as *1.6

42 styles available
quantifies limited,

hurry in for the
best selection!

Southfieid

23455 Telegrap

~(248) 356-6430

i /ns!al/ar/on includes Wayne, Oakiand, and Macomb Counties.
Others at additional cost. Offer not vaiid with any other discount.
All previous orders exclutied. Subject to stock on hand,

9 s/t

Huge Discounts
onallin
stock granife
and marble files

Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.
Marble & Granite Shop

Farmington Hills
24301 Indoplex Circle
(248) 426-0093

Visit one of our Showrooms!

Southfieid/Farmington Hills Hours: M-T-Th 8:30-5:00;
‘W-F 8:30-8:00; Sat 9:00-5:00

SHOP HERE LAST, WE WILL BE YOUR BEST DEAL
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WINTER

Aid on the problem.”

Therefore, if you are going to
spend money on a storm win-

FROM PAGE B1 dow you may want to consider
, : replacing your windows alto- -
replace your windows, you gether. Cost wise, it may bene-

‘should re-caulk and repaint fit you in the long run.
. any deteriorated or cracked Ultimately, however, the deci-
areas on the window frame to sion is up to you.
prevent air leakage.
© Also, he said to make sure ENERGY EFFICIENT

‘your windows are properly
‘sealed. Ini PiotrowsK’s words, a
‘double-paned window ~ which
‘most people have - consists of
:a piece of glass on the outside,
@ spacer and dead air in the
/inside, and a piece of glass on

If you do decide to replace
your windows, Ayers said you
want to make sure they are
energy efficient, which means
they don’t let in drafts and they
conduct cold temperatures

-the outside, all sealed together  outside in the winter and
. ‘as one unit, If it’s not sealed inside in the summer.
‘properly, he said moisture can When shopping for

‘get in between the glass and
make the window appear

foggy, and if you have wood
windows, the moisture may

~ cause the wood to rot.

“Maintenance is very fmpor- .

tant,” he said.

= . John Ayers, store manager of
‘Henderson Glass in Southfield,
agreed, but said the best bet,
‘when on a low budget, is to
‘add a storm window, which is
an extra pane of glass or plastic
pput on a window to reduce air
infiltration and increase the
insulation value of a window.

energy efficient windows, there
are several things to keep in.
mind.

As a starting point, Ayers
said that double-paned win-
dows are more energy efficient
than single-paned windows
because single-paned windows
provide little insulating value

‘or resistance to radiant heat

flow.”

Also, he noted that windows
sprayed with soft-coated low-e
(low emissivity) — a clear coat-
ing added to glass that absorbs
and reflects radiant heat and

= The EERE found that storm  ultraviolet rays - are energy
windows can reduce your heat  efficient because the coating
loss through the windows by helps keep heat inside during

25 to 50 percent. However,
Ayers said adding a storm win-
dow is like “putting a Band-

i

the winter and outside during
the summer. Not to mention,
he said the coating cuts down

Hunter Douglas® - Sithouette® « Levolor® » Waverly® « Duette®

Great SAVINGS on dll

| Blinds and Wallpaper

Save 25%-85% off

most retail store prices

,
“FREE

MEASURING &
INSTALLATION*

Shop our Showrooms!

We have 1,000 of blinds
and over 500 wallpaper
~ books on display.
" Sterling Helghts
facated at 19%:Mile

_Road between Merrill - Shelcton Road just
Road and Utica Road South of M-14

. Cail for detailed directions,

Plymouth
located at 809 N.

<o i02M-BPM

vl 1T2M-5pM

Ko miaimum purchesa.
*Ask far details.

10 il biind orders over $750 bafore sal Thareis & §55
i e

g for
doas nat apply to shutters, draperies and top trestments,

FREE

Shop at Home Service!
Shop conveniently in your home -
we'll bring the store to you.
Select from a full assortment of
blinds, shades, draperies
and shutters

Call 800-701-0455 und press “2"” |
fora FR;E appointment and details.

*

BLINDS, WALLPAPER & MORE

800-701-0455

www.americanblinds.com
. PDEO

E0B2651514

Bali® « Graber® - Imperial® « Village® - Comfortex® + Kirsch® & more!

Don’t Compromise
Customize!

Ow you can have wall systems,
entertainment centers or bookcases
custom built just for you. See over 40
entertainment centers and wall systems
on display. All units can
be sized to fit any wall, any TV

.and any sound system,

There’s nothing better
han being “front row
enter” in your own

home theater, Our

Cinema Collection is
deal for TV and movie
iewing with generous

proportions, plush
-ushions and a look
hat’s just what the

cript called for. Choose

abric or leather with

manual or power reclining units.

Store Hours:

2045 S, Wayne Road * Wayne
4 Bloqks N. of Michigan Ave.)

o

e

¥
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on the fading of furniture and
carpet in your home that is
often accompanied by direct
sunlight through a window.
Windows with low-e coating
often have a low U-Value,
which is a measure of a materi-
al’s ability to resist heat flow, or
the reciprocal of that, a high R-
Value. Ayers said those with
low U-values or high R-values
are the most energy efficient.

FRAMES

Choosing a frame may be
difficult because there are so
many choices.

Some common ones to
choose from are vinyl, alu-
minum, fiberglass, vinyl clad
and aluminum clad. Each has
its pros and cons.

Ayers, Piotrowsk and Joel
Cothery, president of Reid
Glass in Southfield, agree that
vinyl and wood are good insu-
lators and are energy efficient,
and that aluminum, although
durable, is neither.

Cothery said wood frames
are great insulators and look
great, but they have to be regu-
larly maintained and are
expensive. He said vinyl frames
are great insulators and are
cost-efficient, but don’t look
very nice in appearance.

In his opinion, the best types
of frames are vinyl clad - those
with a wood interior frame and
vinyl exterior frame - and alu-
minum clad wood ~ those with

3 .

a wood interior frame and an
aluminum exterior frame,
because with such frames you
have the nice look of the
wood frame on the interior,
while taking advantage of the
easy-to-maintain vinyl and
aluminum frame on the out-
side.

Ayers said vinyl and fiber-
glass are the most energy-effi-
cient. = =

Vinyl is the most popular
because of cost, but they may
.expand and contract a lot, and
fiberglass is more durable and

~

CHECKLIST

FROM PAGE Bl

heating bills this year. And,
when shopping for windows,
make certain to specify energy
efficient windows that meet the
Energy Star guidelines for your

“area. Products displaying the
" Energy Star label have been

tested with energy efficiency in
mind. :

Looking to save more on
energy bills? Then request’

vinyl frames on your replace-
ment windows. Vinyl offers
excellent thermal performance:
and requires very little mainte-
nance. :

When combined with other
energy-smart features, such as
Low E coatings, the energy effi-
ciency of the window can
increase dramatically.

For more ideas on
saving energy in the home -
and tips to know when to
replace your windows, call
(800)-SIMONTON and
request free consumer window
brochures.

Checking windows for air feaks before the first snowfali can help save on costly energy bills this winter.

\Time to Treat Your Windows
to an Elegant New Look!

* wood blinds * shutters + verticals
stthouettes « luminescents * duets

» custom bedding also available

Sistom Window Treatments

734-495.1673 |

Autumn is" |
Almost Here!

Hard Window Treatments

Soft Window Treatments
* palances ¢ drapes

OE0B24993D s

QUALITY

HEATING & COOLING

“Far

Your Heating, Cooling,

Piumbing & Electrical Needs”

Get up o $1,000 back on a complete high

efficiency heating and cooling system. You

want a comfortable home. You could use some extra

cash. Now, you don’t have to ask for ong and hope for the

- other. Just give us a call and we'll get you both. Whatever it takes.*"

o, THSBHII0.

www.qualityheatinginc.com

Q
BBB

nice in a home, but is not very
durable, requires regular main-
itenance and is expensive; fiber-
glass is durable and energy
efficient, but expensive; and’
wood clad-vinyl or aluminum is
energy efficient, looks nice
on the inside, is durable and
low maintenance, but expen-
sive. o

Or, according to Piotrowsk,
the bottom line could be this:
“Buying window frames really
comes down to how much you
really want to spend and how
fancy you want to be.”

does not expand or contract,
but is expensive, he said.

Piotrowsk said wood is the
best insulator, but the vinyl
will get the job done just as
well at a lower cost. ‘

All information noted, it
seems the bottom line is this; .
aluminum is durable, low ,
maintenance and inexpensive,
yet not energy-efficient; vinyl
is durable, cost-efficient, low
maintenance and energy effi-
cient, but may notdook as nice
as other frames; wood is
energy efficient and looks very

Don't replace those
cabinets, reface them

BY MORRIS AND JAMES CAREY plastic laminates became pop-
FOR AP WEEKLY-FEATURES ular. o
Now, a new technique resur-

faces existing counters with

gleaming granite in just days.

The new material is 95 percent

granite, ground and blended

with polymer resin, which is
formed into large slabs only
1/4-inch thick which is then
installed right over existing
counters for a “real granite”
look. -

It’s heat-, stain- and scratch-
resistant and never needs seal-
ing, And (unlike real granite),
it carries a 10-year warranty -
too. Check it out. :

Resurfacing has become a
popular option for kitchen
remodeling as homeowners
discover don’t replace reface.

What started as cabinet
refacing soon became new
face panels for appliances as-
well. Soon after that, add-on
floors came into vogue with
edges that snap together and
“float” above existing kitchen
floors. -

Recently, resurfacing exist-
ing countertops with ceramic
tile installed right over old -

IMPORTED GRANITE
and MARBLE for

Your Home and Office
“Experience, craftsmanship
and 85 Years in Business...
Your Satisfaction Guaranteed”

Counter Top
Minimum purchase $1000

. —BROS. SINCE 1919 -
MARBLE, TILE & CARPET
www.colauttibros.com

2779 Howard Ave. 519-966-1111 » Fax: 519-966-2849
5 Biacks N. of Devonshire Matl » Call Toll Free: 800-265-5049

Too Late T

For those last minute ads
that just had to get int

Apattiments/
Furnished

Help Wanted-Sales @

UNIQUE SALES POSITION

@

Tickets

{248) 644-7064

Condos/Townhouses

!

BIRMINGHAM
3 Towahomes
FOR LEASE .

-

2500 sq. ft., 2 bed.+ farge loft.
2.5 bath, Stainless kitchen, 2
car $2800. (248) 705-1888

Flats

CANTON/Piymouth area flat
Unique, one of a kind, spa-
| cious & home-like. 2 bed, 2

40" sun porch. - $885/mo.,
includes afi utilities & cable.
Good references needsd. Caif

308, agent  kenw@mich.com

Homes For Rent 4350

=
=
@
[~
—t
=

Avaliable immediately. $1650
per mo. 2300 sq.ft., 4 bed, 2
bath, 3 car garage on acreage.
Call Lee @ 734-459-1010.
. RefMax Classic

bath upper flat. Sgec&acu%ar.

Ken W. at 734-454-9211 ext, -

ends. Benefits, incenlives. You
must have a high school
diplorna, No experience nec-
essary, we provide ali nesded
training. #1 recognized name
in the industry, 60+ years and
growing, selling a product that
directly enhances the quality
of life of others. W. Wayne &
Qakland Counties. Please calt
1-586-773-3300 ext 23

Job Opporfunities @

'EARN $1,000-53,500 WEEK-

LY Answering Surveys On-
line! $25.00-$75.00 per sur-
veyl FREE registration!
Guaranteed paychecks!
Mystery shoppers needed!
$57.00/hour shopping! FREE
governmem grants! $12,000-
500,000t Evaryone qualified!
www.RealCashPrograms.com

§ Financial Services

FREE GASH Grantst 2004!
$47 bitkion left unclatmed
2063. Private. Government
grants for personal bills.
Housing, schook, business,
eic. NEver repay! Live opera-

tors)-Cal
1-800-699-1610 ext, 350.

BIRMINGHAM-  Downtown | 1 2 sincers, honest, caring )
designer condo. 2 bed. 2 | and career mindsq mavigugl | RUER CUP TICKETS
baths, Fully furnished, no p8iS. | interested in an above average 248%{4 as gazig
g%oggn gOM-May 15 2005. | jncoms. No evenings / week- -646-

#usical instruments @ K

PIAND - Exgulsite Baldwin/
Howard, gloss black -bab
grand. 88", Mint cong.
Regularly  concerl  tuned,
Beiongs to ULS, UM,
Harvard trained susician/
artist. Asking $7000. )
586-488-3444

Lost & Found-Pels @

LOST DOG tLge.white female

Great Pyr trimmed short.

ﬁrndon, between. inkster /
iddiebeit. 248-882-2047
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Visit North
Rosedale Park's
home and
garden tour

One of Detroit’s prestigious
neighborhoods is opening sev-
eral homes and gardens for an
annual home tour on Sept. 18
presented by the North
Rosedale Park Civic
Association and the Home and
Garden Tour Committee.

~ Seven homes and one garden
will be made available for tour
goers, as well as an
Architectural Walk-around.

North Rosedale Park is a
community of approximately
1,800 homes. The community
was first platted in the early
1920s by H.D. Shelden’s Sons.
At the time the area was first
developed, it was a rural area of
Redford Township, miles away
from shopping, employers and
schools. By the end of the
1930s, ‘over half of the commu-
nity’s homes had been built.

The neighborhood features a
variety of architectural styles,
including Tudor, French eclec-
tic, and colonial-style homes,
with a variety of neoclassical
and arts and crafts style homes.

The majority of the homes
were built during a period of
superior crafismanship, when
the building trades included
artisans who created textured
plaster finishes, molded plaster
ornamentation, fine wood
moldings and spectacular
ceramic tile installations. The
homes vary in size and age.

Featured homes include
those built from the 1920s
through the early 1950s and all
offer classic styling of a bygone
era. Of unique historical inter-
est the Solar-Boyer Residence
will be open for tour. The Solar
family was one of the Pioneers
of North Rosedale Park and
Frank Solar was a recognized
champion of the Community
House. The Solars designed
the home themselves and at
close of construction opened
the house to the public and sold
construction plans. The house
includes many unique labor
saving devices designed by the
Solars.

Frank Solar is also known to
have had a regional if not
national following as designer
of handicraft projects for boys
and had a particular interest in
projects that recycled used
products. Solar also was
involved in the model airplane
industry and started an early
Detroit Model Airplane Club.
The tour includes Solar’s work-
shop over the garage with its’
original fireplace.

The current owners, Thomas
and Kathryn Boyer, have care-
fully preserved the home’s his-
tory and continue to enjoy its
character. Tom is a respected
watercolorist specializing in
home portraits.

Of particular aesthetic inter-
est, the Steven and Anita Vogel
Residence will be open for tour.
The owners have made several
important functional and
architectural changes to the
property that have both updat-
ed the property in terms of cur-
rent living patterns as well as
greatly increased its architec-
tural importance.

Steven Vogel is an active
Detroit architect, and dean of
the School of Architecture at
The University of Detroit
Merey and has had a major
impact on the Detroit land-
scape, contributing to both
Chene Park and Harmonie
Park.

The 2004 Architectural
Walk-around features a partic-
alarly well detailed Medieval
Cottage and garden. Docents
will focus on the architectural
and stylistic techniques
employed to produce an aged
effect as well as construction,
material and maintenance
issues that confront owners of
historic and older homes.

Over the years, North
Rosedale Park has attracted
many of the children who grew
up in the neighborhood and
decide to return. They know
North Rosedale Park is a neigh-
borhood with a true sense of
community within which to
raise families.

Advance ticket sales to the
tour may be purchased for $12.
Tickets may be purchased on
the day of the event for $15
each at the North Rosedale
Park Community House, 18445
Scarsdale, Detroit.

All tour and ticket sale

information is available at
www.nrpHomeTour.info.

Eureka!

BY MORRIS AND JAMES CAREY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

If you're like most of us, your
clothes closet isn't lighted. And
even if you do have a ceiling
light, we'll bet dimes for dollars
that you still have to take your
wardrobe chojces out into the
sunlight to be sure that you
have selected colors that don't
clash.

By the way, as you get older,
the problem of differentiating
between colors in low light
becomes even more significant,
Furthermore, the condition is
exacerbated as your closet
becomes more crowded. A top
shelf filled with old socks and
hat boxes can obliterate the
even brightest light bulb.

How do we know about all of
this, you ask? Simple. As often
as not we have shown up for an
important meeting with socks
that don’t match our outfit or

each other or worse yet, we dis-
cover a large obtrusive stain
and or tattered area that went
completely unnoticed until
moments qfier our presenta-
tion had been given (at the
front of the room no less) how
embarrassing,

Any kind of lighting in a
clothes closet is better than
none at all, but a lot is left to be
desired when the shadow from
the boxes on the top shelf pre-
vent the light from doing its job
to help you select just the right
colors for that day’s special
business meeting,

We have fluorescent lighting
in one of our closets that spans
almost its entire length. The
problem is that we have two

-levels of hanging and we can't

differentiate color on the
clothes hanging on the second
tier because they reside in the
.shadow of the clothes hanging
above. Since the light is mount-

ed at the ceiling to the wall
connection over the door, there
isn't much we can do to locate
it to a more advantageous posi-
tion.

Sound familiar? If you find
yourself struggling to make
color choices because the level
of light in your dressing area
isn’t sufficient, then we have
some information that should
really excite you.

We just discovered lighted
clothing rods. What a country.
Morris’s wife, Carol, is the
designer for the remodeling
company and she helps us stay,
on top of the game when it
comes to new and unusual in
home remodeling and what it is
that folks want. She walked
into the office carrying a print-
out from a Web site called
“Lightology.” Deep within the
site she discovered a lighted
clothes pole. We have since
done some homework and dis-

There's light in the clothes closet

covered a bit more about what
she found:

Apparently, an Italian manu-
facturer named Orizzonte has
created a light fixture that
mounts to the underside of a
closet shelf that can be used as
a clothes pole. (Wait a minute!
No, it’s a clothes pole with a
light in it.)Well, whichever way
you decide to refer to it we are
sure of several things:

It is 2 hanging rod that holds
alamp that uses a fluorescent
light tube to illuminate the
clothing hanging thereon.

The wattage of the fluores-
cent light varies from 8 to 21
watts depending on the fixture
length.

It comes with a clear diffuser
(that’s a clear light lens to pro-
tect you and the bulb).

It comes with and an
anodized aluminum finish
(that means that it’s alaminum
gray in color).

It will hold up to 50 pounds
of clothes. S

It is available in four lengths: -
23, 35, 46, and 59 inches. .

The fixture weighs about 4
pounds,

1t is not dimmable, (4P
Editors note: Who cares if it isn't
dimmable! We're trying toget
more light not less. Anyway, we
haven’t met anyone yet who has
expressed an interest in “mood
lighting” their underwear.) :

The fixture is self contained -
and has itsownon-board
switch. Want to get fancy?
Wire the fixture into adoor = -~
actuated switch and when you -
open your closet doorto show **
off your handiwork (or under-
wear), folks will beam at a
lighted clothes pole that is on
when the door opens. - -

For more home improve-
ment tips and information visit
the writers’ Web site at
www.onthehouse.com.

w we cover more miles coast-to-coast, so you'll stay connected
~in more places with fewer dropped calls. Try us for 30 days risk-free.
- If you're not satisfied, just return the phone and pay only for usage.
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- weekend minutes
: nationwide |

GET 2 PHONE
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Gift Cards now available at most AT&T Wireless stores - perfect for any nccasion!

AUBURN HILLS CANTON FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER

3922 Baldwin Rd. 43241 FORD ROAD 18900 Michigan Avenue

248 745-3806 734 981-2107 313 253-3989

BIRKINGHAM ) DEARBORN FLINT

34200 Woodward Ave. 22137 Miciigan Ave. 3292 Linden Street

248 593-8579 313 565-2680 810 733-1770

BRIARWOOD MALL DETROIT CREW 3

814 Brlarwood Circle 2660 E. Jefferson HURON VILLAGE

734913-9257 313 259-1178 3217 Washentaw Blvd
734 973-2043

CHREW ) MADISON HEIGHTS NOVI

LAKESIDE MALL 32806 John: R Re 43267 Crescen Bivd.
14600 Lakesids Circie 248 589-2770 248 347-1843

586 532-2580

LIVONIA MONROE. MI ROSEVILLE

37677 Six Mile Rd. Frenchtown Square Mall 31902 Gratiot

734 462-1110 734 243-0533 586 293-0142

CEEW D :
SOMERSET COLLECTION -
2800 W. Big Beaver Rd. N
248 634-1761

TWELVE CAKS MALL
27304-X Novi Road
248 449-9092

2t bk,

E

¥ owos o8

Important Information

An additional monthly $1.75 Regulatory Programs Fee applies to help fund our compliance with various government mandated programs which may not yer be avaifable i your area. This is not 2 tax or gov't required charge.

Requires qualified plan $59.99 or above, credit approval, 2-year agreement, compatible GSM 850 device and $36 activation and $175 cancelfation fees. Not available for purchase or use in all areas. Usage is rounded up to the next full minute. Unused
monthly allowances fost. Availability and reliabifity-of service are subject to transmission limitations. Different rates apply outside each applicable Service Area. Airtime, roaming, additional minute, and long distance charges apply. Yarious taxes, surcharges,
fees and other assessments (e.g, universal connectivity charge) apply. Limited time offer. Other restrictions apply. Subject to Service Agreement and printed materials. Network and coverage: Our network includes areas we own and aveas.
owned by other carriers. Some features work only on the network we own. Additional coverage applies to ability to use service, rates vary based on rate plan chosen. Free calling to other AT&T Wireless customers: Applies to calls
placed 1o or received from the applicable Mobile-to-Hobile Service Area to or from another AT&T Wireless subscriber on our owned domestic network and when “AT&T" or "NI&T Wireless” is displayed on your phone. Night and Weekend
Minutes: 7 p.m--5:59 am. M-F and F 7 pm—H 5:59 am. Applicable long distance charges additional. Additional fines promation: Additional lines 2-4 available for $9.99 per line, per month, with a 2-year agreement if activated
during the promotional period. Not available on BlackBerry™ Access Plans, 30-Day, Risk-~Free Trial: Purchase a wireless phone and activate service at an AT&T Wireless store or at attwireless.com. Phone must be undamaged; prorated monthly
service charges apply. fnstant Activation Credit: Only available at AT&T Wireless stores and | 80¢ SWITCH ME. May not be combined with other offers. Avaiiable whiie supplies fast. Mail-in Rebate: Must be active for 30 days and when
rebate is processed. Allow 8-10 weeks for the rehate check. See rebate form for full details. Mail-in rebates not available in CT. The RIM and BlackBerry families of related marks, images, and symbols are the exclusive praperties, and trademarks, or
registered trademarks of Research In Motion Limited ~ used by permission. The GSM letter mark is a trademark of the GSM Association. ©2004 AT&T Wireless. A Rights Reserved.

e o v

ARRIVE
SAFELY

B S T



http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.nrpHomeTour
http://www.onthehouse.com

(*)

Qbserver & Eccentric | Thursday, September 9, 2004

AT HOME

www.honwtownlife.cb

TOUR

" FROM PAGE B!

portraat of nature.

The tiny library, with natural
knotty pine walls and ceiling,
‘was on a slab without carpet-
ing and had small windows. A
window was enlarged and a
fireplace installed.

" “It was the coldest room in -
the house,” Hall said.
© “Now everybody ... says it’s

‘their favorite room.”

A tray has been hung like a
picture above the flat-screen
TV on one wall. Shelves hold a
variety of items, among them
the children’s troplnes and tro-
phies from Charlie Dillon’s
school days.

. The latter are an example of
how Hall selected personal
items for accessories, or decor
that represented personal
experiences of the Dillons.

' Another example is the wall-
paper in the laundry room. It
displays artistic renderings of
actual New England seashore
scenes. By coincidence, the
sites are where Kerry Dillon’s
famﬂy used to vacation.

. The living room walls are a
soft blue, Furnishings include
pieces by Scalamandre and
Barbara Barry, an antique
screen on one wall, a reproduc-
tion ofa chocolatxer {atable
_that was used on ships to serve
~ chocolate), a table with moth-
er-of-pearl inlays, and a pair of
blackmoor Nubian prince fig-
urines from Atlanta on the
mantel.

In the elegant dining room
are a chandelier from a Detroit
hotel, wallpaper that looks like
silk, and drapery rods with
finials resembling giant hat-
pins.

INDIVIDUALITY

Along the wall at the top of
the basement stairs, artist
Jennifer Gushen painted “Love
& Laughter is the Key” with a

_key shape instead of the word.

Here each child has his or
her own builletin board, at his
or her own height, with pins
distinctive for each youngster
holding the materials in place.

The basement has many spe-
cial features for children,
including a blackboard that

interior designei'r Grego'ry Hall ofi.a |
Belle Provence in Birmingham stands
in the fibrary, which has natural knot-

"ty pine walls and ceiling.

almost fills one wall, a kitch-
enette, a giant sectional,a
large ottoman that can serve as
a table or lounge, and walls
that can withstand thrown
balls. As in other rooms, some
furnishings have slipcovers
that can be easily removed and
cleaned.

The master bedroom and
bathroom are dressed in green
toile. The headboard was made
in France and is adorned with
the same fabric as the duvet..
Hall used the same material to
make a canopy for the bed at

* the slopmg ceiling. Drapes ¢ are

lined in silk.

“Kerry said, ‘I wanted to feel

hke my room is a suite at the
tz,” he said.

A cream~colored armoire
that holds a TV and a radiator
features paintings of scenes
from the toile pattern. The
Dillon children can use the
bench at the foot of the bed to
watch TV or take a nap. The
master bathroom contains an
ottomadn covered in terry cloth,
handy for after a bath or show-
er. A glittering chandelier, and
pleated balloon shades with
scenes from the toile patiern
centered in each section, are
among other elements. Each
child’s bedroom reflects its .
owner. The eldest daughter’s
room reminds her of Mary
Tyler Moore’s TV apartment;
one son’s room has wallpaper
with dogs in cars.

mklemic@oe.homecomm.net
(248) 901-2569
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A home renovation project,

-~ no matter how big, looks so

easyon TV.

But before you work on your |
‘home, do your homework.

“With all these home renova-

- tion shows on, everybody

watching them is going T can
do that,” said Jessica York of
HGTV’s New Spaces.

“Every house that I go into I

* think, ‘That’s something I want

to do.”

The biggest mistake she has
seen is that the homework isn’t
done,

“Do your homework instead
of (just saying) T'm going to
redo my room today,” York said
in-a recent phone interview
from Maine. -

York will be the featured
speaker at a brunch 9-10:30
a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 21, at The
Community House, 380 S.

" Bates in Birmingham.

The brunch is part of the

~17th annual Community House
. Birmingham House Tour (see
related items).

Renovation homework

Charlie and Kerry Dillon's Birmingham ressdence which will be one of seven on the COmmumty House Blrmmgham
House Tour this month, was designed so chifdren could be as comfortable in it as the adults. It was also renovated in a «
way to retain the feeling of the original 1930 home. The kitchen contains an istand and counters topped in green’
Iranian granite, and dark wooden chairs with vinyl-covered cushions. The cabinet doors fit into frames.

Do homework before you work on home

includes know-
ing whata
room entails;
you don’t want
to discover too
1ate that your
plans would
involve remov-
ing a support-
ing wall, for

York

example. |

And York recommends that

it include consulting a profes-
sional as well.

“You might think of yourself

as classic (tastes) and you're
actually more romantic,” she
said. “It’s nice to get a second
opinion.”
In her presentation - enti-
tled Renovate, Re-do,
Redecorate - York will
discuss design tricks, renova-

-tion problem-solving tips and
the “dos and don” ts” of renova-
tion.

. “I'm going to share some of
the ... tricks of the trade,” she
said.

This will be her first v151t to
the area, York said.

“I'm very excited to poke
around after the house tour,
going on a tour to get the lay of

said. _ : . .
“There’s a Martha deep houses at a silent auction
- down inside of me” entitled Pooches and Picasso

you'll

Here’s the bill

your kitchen.
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Open a Standard Federal Home Equity Line of Credit and get a $56 bonus.

Now you can spruce up your home ... and your wallet. Qur low-interest Home Equity
Line of Credit givas you a financially smart way to fund home improvements, consolidate
credit card debt, pay for unexpected expenses, and more, Plus, there are no application
fees, closing costs, or prepayment penalties®
And if you open a new Home Equity Line of Credit, we'll deposit $50 into your
Stendard Federal checking account®** Don’t have a Standard Federal checking
account? Open one during this promotion and you'll receive an additional bonus. To
cash in on these offers, stop by a Standard Federat branch cen {877} 732-8249, or
visit standardfedsralbank.com,

 Standard Federal Bank

YOUt B8 5 ker of Eredit fxsi
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17TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY
HOUSE TOUR

What: A tour of seven unusual
homes ranging in style from
traditional to contemporary,
presented by Hall & Hunter &
Realtors. Proceeds will be used
to fund The Community
House’s community outreach
programs. '
When: Tuesday, Sept. 21,
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Features:
M Attendees will have the
opportunity to view the brand-
“new line of Cadillacs, including:
the all-new Cadillac STS, on
display at each residence. -
M A brunch 9-10:30 a.m. at The
Community House, 380S.
Bates in Birmingham, will
feature a presentation by
Jessica York of HGTV's New
Spaces.
In her presentation, titled -
Renovate, Re-do, Redecorat
York will discuss design trick
renovation problem-solving ~
tips and the “dos and'ton'ts”
of renovation.
Miniature dog houses designed
by local artists will be
presented as centerpieces at
the brunchThe Fan Club Arts
Foundation will offer the dog

‘the land,” she said.

- Each episode of New
Spaces covers a complete
room remodeling or addition
project, from start to finish. It
highlights specific challenges:
and warns about common plt—
falls, . :

“T've always .had an

_interest in home d'esign and
decor and renovation,” York

York is involved in a v'ariety
of areas.

She teaches fitness classes,
has an outdoor sports show in
Maine and forecasts weather
for a station in Portland,

‘Maine. ,

She had just returned from
one of her classes one evening
when she gave the interview,

5:30-8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 14, in- £
conjunction with The :
Community House's Qur Town =
Art Exhibition and Sale. Tickets: £
to Pooches and Picassoare £
§45. Proceeds from the event “
will benefit The Community .

sounding as friendly and House's commumty outreach

cheery as she does on the - programs.

HGTV program. -
York enjoys New Spaces. Tickets: 525 for the tour only;

$60 for the brunch and tour.
Ticket information: (248) 554
6596.

_ “I get to test out all these dif-
ferent looks at these houses,”
she said.
mklemic®oe.homecomm.net
'(248) 901-2569

% Gaming
% Shopping
~ % Entertainment

AllStay and Play packages indude incredible
discount offers, plus FREE bonus add-ons
{your choice of the Holiday Inn, The Village
" Inn, Harbourfront Inn, Lambton Inn, Best
Western, Sawmill Creek Golf Course &
Country Club, or Oakwood Inn Resort
Golf & Spa).

*Some resrictions apply.Cal fordetas.

50316 * www.visitsamia.com

. Urgent Care for
Accidents and Injury
* Adult or Pediatric
. Services for lliness
* X-ray * EKG -+ Lab Work
* Vaccinations :
* Sports and School Physicals
»'On-Site Lab Services for Mono,
Strep, Pregnancy, Urinalysis

Most
Insurance
Accepted

Livonia Urgent Care | Woodland Urgent Care
In the Mission Health Building In the Detroit Medical Ctr. Bldg.

37595 VV. Seven Mile Rd. 22341 W. Eight Mile Road
(at Newburgh) (West of Lasher)
Livonia : Detroit .

754-542-6100 513-387-8700

OE08251543

¢ Hours: 8 am. - 10 pm. 7 Days a Week 365 Days a Year
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