Olympic-bound
Ruth Riley of the Detroit
Shock profiled in this
week's PINK.
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Clarification

A story in Thursday's
Observer about absentee
ballots incorrectly stated
that the Canton Clerk's
office would be open
“this Saturday” (July
24). The office will actu-
ally be open from 9 a.m,
to 2 p.m. Saturday, May

k)

McCotter to speak

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus

McCotter will be the
quest speaker at the
Canton Chamber of
Commerce luncheon at
noon on Wednesday, Aug.
4, at Summit on the Park.
Cost is $15 per person
with reservations {made
by cailing 734 453-
4040). Reservation
deadline is Friday, July
30 Tickets are $20 at
i door.

*Vendors wanted

The Canton Historical
Society is preparing for
its annual Flea Market
Aug. 7 on the grounds of
the historic Bartlett-
Travis House on Ridge
Road, just north of
Cherry Hill Road.

Members are seeking
vendors and crafters to
participate in the event,
For more information or
to sign up, call Ronni
Curtis, society vice presi-
dent, at (734) 340-2307
or at the museum, (734)
397-0088.

Weapons training

The Canton Police
Department's Training
Division is hosting a
Carrying Concealed
Weapons (CCW) permit
renewal class. The class
will be 5-8 p.m,
Wednesday, Aug. 11,

Cost for the class is
$40 and inciudes prac-
tice at the gun range and
pistol safety training cer-
tification, which is
required for-ali CCW
renewals,

* The training wilf be at
the Canton Police Gun
Range, 5646 S. Lifley
(just north of Van Born).
For more information or
to register, call (734)
394-5451,
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Trustee
hopefuls
air views

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

Ten candidates for Canton
trustee got a chance to air their
views at a public forum
Wednesday night. :

The forum, sponsored by the
League of Women Voters and the
Canton Observer, was held at
Summit on the Park. About 30 to
40 people attended.

The candidates had no sharp
disagreements on issues. To a
question about what they
thought of police and fire form-
ing mutual aid pacts with other
communities, mdst of the candi-
dates were in favor of such an

arrangement,

“Looking at our department
heads, we've taken a leadership
role,” said Karl Zarbo, an incum-
bent.

Fellow incumbent John
Burdziak agreed.

“Mutual aid is absolutely nec-
essary,” he said.

Todd Caccamo called the con-
cept “an excellent way to keep
costs down,” while Vicki Welty
added, “We need to share our
knowledge.”

Melissa McLaughlin said she
agreed with the concept, but
added a cadtion: “Mutual aid
needs to be monitored.” She said
the township needed to make
sure the aid was “mutual” and
not one-sided.

And Jack Hakala added,
“C?operation is the right way to
go.”

Todd LaJoy said, “Counties as
well as cities are allowed to do
this. There’s legislation pending
in the state to allow townships to
do the same.”

To a question about the “grow-
ing trash dumps” in the town-
ship, Burdziak replied that

PLEASE SEE FORUM, A5

ojei.

James Gillig (leff), Sandy Gillig, Donna Bone, and Dave Bone walk to their next restaurant stop.

Grub Crawl delights Canton
restaurants and parti

The 15 Canton restaurants and their managers who participat-
ed “were thrilled” with the grub crawl Tuesday evening according
to Canton chamber director Diane g

The Chamber sold about 560 tickets to the event.

Everyone received a bright green T-shirt as an admissions ID
and participants got on buses and went from place to place to
sample a variety of foods.

“We think it went very well. The manager at Chili’s was happy
because some Tuesday night customers were back the next dav to
buy gift certificates. One group even passed on the buses and
went everywhere in their own limo,” Cojet said.

Participating Canton restaurants included: 4 Friends
Restaurant, Ashoka Indian Cuisine, Bailey’s Pub & Grille,
Carrabba’s Italian Grill, Chili's Bar & Grill, Crow’s Nest, Damon’s,
LaShish, Mexican Fiesta II, Palermo’s Pizzeria, Roman Forum,
Rusty Nail, Shark’s Club, T.C. Gator's, and T.G.I. Friday's.

“It was a really fun event, a good change of pace for the
Chamber. We can’t always be talking about business,” Cojei said.

Tuesday night.

Lisa Dozier (left) and Patsy Stevens enjoy drinks and conversation at
Damon's restaurant during the Chamber of Commerce Grub Crawl

PHOTOS BY MONICA FOUTS | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER .

cipants

Condos, apartments lead Canton building boom

The number of building permits issued by
Canton Township is up 3.2 percent overall for
the first six months of 2004

Favorable interest rates are among the factors
leading to the jump.

The biggest increase came in the apartment
and condominium sector. Permits were issued
for a total of 336 units compared to 303 a year
ago — an increase of 10.9 percent. Canton ‘
Building Official John Weyer isn’t surprised by
the numbers. : :

“That’s where we've been strong the past few
years,” he said.

Permits issued for single-family homes fell by
8.5 percent, from 201 units for the first six

. months of 2003 to 184 this year. Weyer thinks

that sector of the market will change dramati-
cally in the final two quarters of this year and
continue with fast growth in 2005,

“Overall, I think we'll be up 15 to 20 percent
next year;” he said.

-The type of units developers seek permits for
depends greatly on economic conditions and the
availability of lots within a commuinity, Weyer
added. Interest rates, labor costs and the price of
building materials also influence development.

Currently, Weyer said, interest rates are good,
while labor costs are steady. The price of build-
ing materials has gone up with wood products

‘There’s a lot of re-development going on
along Saltz Road from Canton Center past
Beck Road in the west.

John Weyer
Canton bullding offical |

leading the way. Despite that increased cost,
Weyer said permits issued for single-family
homes are about to take off in Canton because
of increased lot availability.

He points to several new subdivisions leading
the way. ,

Heron Ridge Norih sits in Canton’s northwest
corner, while Antigue Forrest is more centrally
located at Ford and Beck roads. Cherry Hill
Village, a neo-traditional mixture of single-fami-
ly homes, condominiums and commercial facili-
ties, is moving into phase three of development.

In-fill development is also picking up,
Weyer said.

“There’s a lot of re-development going on
along Saltz Road from Canton Center past Beck
Roaa in the west,” he added. “These types of
developments can range from a half-dozen
homes to 25 or 30 homes.”

Wednesday night

is last to talk with

consultants about Ford Road woes

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Wednesday night at 7 p.m. is
your final chance to offer your
opinions about Ford Road and
any possible solutions you can
provide.

The last of a series of public
forums at the Summit on the
Park will culminate a phase of
the months-long discussions
with the public by The
Corradino Group, which was
hired by the Michigan
Department of Transportation
to study traffic flow andiaccess
problems on the east-west corri-
dor.

“They will then go back to the
drawing board and based on the
input develop solutions,” said
Kathleen Salla, Downtown
Development Authority direc-
LOI.

Final preliminary recommen-
dations will be later presented

to the township board, followed .
by a presentation to the public
sometime in the fall.

"“They will come up with the
quicker fixes, such as accelera-
tion/deceleration lanes and then
long-term fixes, including signal
timings and other safety
improvements,” said Todd
Zilincik, an engineer with
Canton Township.

Other recommendations that
are expected from The
Corradino Group will be incor-
porated into the township’s zon-
ing ordinances in anticipation
of redevelopment, Zilincik said.

Despite meager attendance at
previous publi¢ forums, Salla is
hoping residents and business
owner come out in full swing for
this last gathering.

For more information, con-
tact Salla at (734) 394-5186.

imaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700

Michigar

voters may decide next president

close,” Mitchell said. “Bush is
leading Michigan right now.
But if it switches, (under that
scenario) Kerry wins,”

The diverse state cares about
the issues that most Americans

BY MATT SCHOCH
STAFF WRITER

Michigan voters are con-
cerned about the economy and
unemployment rates. They

president and who is not,” said
Steve Mitchell, chairman of
Mitchell Research &
Communications, Inc.,, official
polling agency for WDIV-TV. “1
mean, this could be the decid-

Coming Thursday in your Canton Observer

[ ILTER

| Let the games begin

The 155th annual St. Andrew’s
Society of Detroit Ceilidh &
Highland Games celebrate all

| things Scottish.

want health care and, like the ing state.” care about, state Rep. David
rest of the country, have mixed Mitchell has seen updated Woodward said. ¥
views of the military situation scenarios with Republican “At the end of the day, people i

in Iraq. incumbent George W. Bush are going to care about whether

- ‘ : .Michigan voters might also leading challenger John Kerry  they have a job and whether Apartments E4  Obltuaries
Thl§ is the 59F°nd in a decide this November who will by as little as 15 votes and tak- they have health care,” said éutomotlzep ’ | ;g gbserHver Life
series of stories l0oking e president of the United ing Michigan’s 17 electoral Woodward, the Oakland County F;SSTS"V;"; o ol:sz € A4 R::ll Eg{;te:
at the 2004 presidential States. votes. Democratic Party chairman. Pt

. : AT « Health C6  Service Guide
‘Michigan could make the There are probably a dozen Jobs E5  Sports

election. PLEASE SEE MICHIGAN, A3

difference between who is the states right now that are very
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| LOCAL NEWS |

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

A Plymouth Township man,
who may have had a death - -
wish, was shot and killed when
he scuffled with police after

barging into the daycare center

Friday morning at the Church
of the Nazarene on Ann Arbor
Road.

Plymouth Townshlp Police
Chief Tom Tiderington said

35-year-old Robert Van Buren - :
was shot and killed by police . -
after two law enforcement offi- -

cers tried unsuccessfully to
subdue the suspect with a
Taser gun.

Tiderington said there were
about 10 children and three
female workers at New -
Horizons daycare when Van
Buren — who reportedly was
talking incoherently — entered
the building shortly before the
8:13 a.m. emergency call to the
9-1-1 dispatch center.

“He was met by a school
administrator, and she
attempted to keep him from
coming into the building,”
Tiderington said. “At the same
time, she notified a co-worker
to call police,

“The caller reported there
were several children in the
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center, and they were fnght-
ened,” he said. “One of the day--
care workers was able to flee

the building with the childreri;

while the two others continued

to struggle with the individual”
Tiderington said one of the

daycare workers struggled,

_ enough with Van Buren to tear

a whlte T-shirt off him before
he was able to get into the -
empty classroom.

_ The chief said the first offi-
cer attempted to subdue the
mtruder with a Taser gun, but

momentarily slowed the indi-

and struggle with the officer.
“Fearing for their own hves,
one of our officers fired one
shot, striking the individual in
the chest,” Tiderington said.
“He was taken to St. Mary's
Hospital (in Livonia) where he
was pronounced dead.”
Tiderington said officers
arrived at the scene about
three minutes after the initial
call for help, with the fatal shot
fired a couple of minutes later.
The chief said no weapon was
found on Van Buren.
Tiderington declined to
name the officers involved, say-
ing only the shot was fired by a

mne-year veteran. The second
officer is a five-year member of

- the township police force. Both
_have been put on paid admin-

_istrative leave dunng the inves-
" tigation, which is being assist-

4 “The second ofﬁcei- amved on -
~ the scene and administered a
- second Taser strike,” he said. “Tt

" ed by the Michigan State.

Police.
" “They’re very upset

Tiderington said. “They under- |
- stood they did what they had

to do to save themselves and

* - the children. But, at the same

time, it’s somethmg thatno
officer wants to go through.”
Tiderington said a conversa-
tion with Van Buren’s mother”
gave some indication hewas

- having problems.

‘vidual, but he continued to fight

%
B

“The mother said that over
the past few days she was.con-

‘cerned about his mental stabil-

ity,” Tiderington said. “When
she heard about the shooting,
she indicated she wasn’t sur-
prised because of how he was
acting.

“He indicated he wanted to
die,” Tiderington added.

Lt. Robert Antal said Van
Buren was self-employed.

“He did handyman-type
work, deck restoration, lawn
work, any type of outdoor
activity,” he said.

Tiderington said they are
still trying to find out why Van
Buren targeted the Church of
the Nazarene.
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A lone police car blocks thé entrance to the church grounds.

~ “There is no connection
between this individual and .
the church or the daycare cen-
ter,” he said. “He was asking for
someoné named John and was
staring into space, speaking
very incoherently.

“We will be worklng with the
medical examiner’s office to see
if he was on any type of drugs,”
he added. “It’s really early in
our investigation, so it’s hard

-to say what his motive was, or
why he was there.”

Police say while Van Buren
entered the building into an
inner hallway and was attempt-
ing to enter the classroom, one
of the teachers ushered the
children through a door that
exited to the parking lot, and to
a nearby grassy area. :

. “The children didn’t see any
of the interaction between our
officers and the individual,”
Tiderington said.

Laura Vespaziani of Canton
Township said she received a
telephone call at work shortly

before 9 a.m. to pick up her
two boys — 4/, years old and 17

_months old — from the day-

care center.

“I think the kids saw the guy
was at the classroom door and
trying to get in, but they got
out the back door real quick,”
Vespaziani said. “I asked my
older boy if he was scared and
he said ‘no, but then he said,
“The man made me cry’

“I was a bit shaken up when
I got the phone call, and when
I got there and received more
details I was more shaken,” she
added. “I was glad to hear
nothing happened to anybody
and the kids didn’t see a whole
lot. It sounds like the teachers
did a great job.”

Tiderington said one of the
workers saw Van Buren parked
on Ann Arbor Road in front of
the church in his gray, Ford F-
150 pickup when she arrived
for work.

“He was parked in froht of
the church for 10 to 15 min-

JIM JAGDFELD } STAF PHOTOGRAPHER

‘utes, and then he drove to the:
‘back of the church and parked
his vehicle,” Tiderington said.
“That’s when he made entry

into the building.”

Senior Pastor Fred Hall said '

only one door is open in the
morning to get into the build-

ing,

“That early in the morning,
there's only one door unlocked
and one of our adult teachers -
is'always there to receive kids
and keep out unauthorized
people,” Hall said. “She was

‘there and told him he couldn’t

come in, but he forced his way
into the building.

“I'm sure we'll take a look at
security, but I'm not sure what
we can do differently;” he
added.

As of Friday afternoon Hal] ,

said it was still undetermined
if the daycare would be open-
Monday.

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

" (734) 459-2700
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The state proved streaky in

presidential elections throughout

the last half of the 1900s.-

Dernocratic candidate Al
Gore’s clecticn defeat marl ed:
only the second time since 1972
that Michigan backed the losing
gaadidate. The other time was in
1976, when Michigan’s electoral
votes went to Gerald Ford, who
-grew up in Grand Rapids and
-graduated from the University of
-Michigan.

" Bushwill be workmc toearna
.Republican victory in Michigan
for the first time since the state
‘backed his father in 1988 against
Michagl Dukakis.
. Also, for the first time since
George H.W. Bush ran in 1992,
-an incumbent Republican candi-
-date is seeking re-election.

“That probably adds a couple
points,” said Bill Ballenger, editor
and publisher of Inside Michigan
‘Politics.

* Thelandscape of Michigan has
-changed over the years, causing
uncertainty among which candi-

date the state will back.

‘Retired auto workers are set-
tling in northern Michigan, mak-
ing the region vote more
Democratic than in the past,
Mitchell said.

'Conversely, the usually
Democratic Wayne County is
voting more Repubhcan thanin
recent years, asis Macomb
County, Mitchell said. .

Adding another wrinkle into
the mix is third-party candidate
Ralph Nader. Nader hopes to
receive the Michigan nomination

of the Reform Party or run on the -

ballot as an Independent.

Michigan voters gave Nader 2
percent of the vote in 2000,
seven-tenths of a percentage
point below the national average.
Those votes would not have
swayed the state’s electoral vot-
ing, which went to Gore by a 5.2
percent margin.

* Still, the race will likely come
down to the two major party can-
didates, and pollster Mitchell
believes that Kerry needs support
from the Great Lake State more
than his opponent does.

“It is hard to imagine a sce~
nario where Kerry can win with-
out Michigan,” Mitchell said.

Wooing the urban vote

Kerry espouses his urban

plan at NUL

BY KHRISTOPHER J. BROOKS
STAFFWRITER -

Democratic presidential can-
didate John Kerry spoke to peo-
ple from across the country
Thursday at the National Urban
League’s annual conference in
Detroit.

Although people came from
all over, local residents were
concerned about one thing.

“Jobs. I think people need to
‘have jobs. Good paying jobs.
Right now our jobs — good-
paying manufacturing jobs —
are leaving this country.
Unemployment is up and
employment is down.” said
Detrotit resident Willie
Hampton.

Plymouth resident and
Kerry/ Edwards campaign vol-
unteer Martha Guenett was one
of 10 volunteers who helped out
during Kerry’s speech. She said
the speech focused on improv-
ing America’s metropolitan
cities.

Kerry said the Bush adminis-
tration has given more than 1.8
million jobs to other countries.

“When I look around neigh-
borhoods and towns all across
America that I've visited over
the course of these last months,
I see exactly what so many of
you see every single day. We see
jobs to be created (and) we see
families to house,” Kerry said

. during his hour-long speech.

If elected, Kerry said he will
invest more money into the
working class and create a
small-business fund to create
‘more jobs, a point that hit home
with Kimberley Spada of
Canton.

* “Jobs going overseas are
always something that’s on peo-
ple’s minds — worrying about if
they'll have a job next year and
what will happen with that,” she
said.

. Kerry also spoke about the
‘war in Iraq and accessible
‘health care.

conference

“First of all, he recognizes that
a lot of folks don’t have health
care or are losing it,” said
Rochester Hills resident James
Sutton. “Second of all — the part
about jobs and getting any who
doesn’t have a job back to work,
That's key in my mind ... getting
folks (to) get a job then they can
pay for their own insurance, so
those are the two very key ele-
ments to me”
kbrooks@oehomecommunet | (734) 953-2126

Bush: Entrep

reneurs will

stimulate job growth

BY KHRISTOPHER J. BROGKS
STAFF WRITER

As part of its annual con-
ference, the National Urban
League invited President
George W. Bush to speak
about urban issues.

With most of the atten-
dants residing in Detroit,
Bush centered his speech on
restoring jobs.

“I believe if they have the

LYNNE GARCIA | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

HONICA FOUTS | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Top photo, President George W, Bush and Marc Morial, president and CEO of the
‘National Urban League laugh during a humorous moment in President Bush's

speech. Above, John Kerry speaks at the National Urban League's annual
conference Thursday.

ability and the opportunity,
they will achieve their
God-given talent,” Bush
said about those wlio are
laid-off.

Livonia resident Susan
Gonyou said giving minori-
ties a chance to establish
small businesses was an
important part of Bush’s
speech.

“Alot of minorities are
starting their own business-
es and that’s good for the
future,” Bush said.

Introductory remarks
were made by NUL -
President Marc Morial.

“President Bush today
talked about some ideas for
small-business development
and job creation,” he said.

During his 45-minute
speech, Bush also addressed
protecting marriage, home
ownership and education.

“Every child can learn and
we expect every child to
learn and we expect you to
show us that every child can
learn,” he said. Gonyou said
oversized classrooms and a
shortage of teachers are the
concerns in her area.

Bush rallied the crowd for
votes in November.

“If you are struggling to
get in the middle class and
you feel like you've paid
plenty of taxes, take a look at
my agenda,” he said.

Bush closed his speech by
asking the African i
American audience mem- '
bers if the Democratic party
has earned their vote.

“1 think his strongest
point was making everyone
rethink (their vote),” said
Livonia resident Nioole
Huby.

Morial said the NUL
brought Bush and
Democratic presidential
candidate John Kerry to its
conference to spotlight
urban issues.

Area woman fue

BY LYNNE GARCIA
STAFF WRITER

Rose Quintana stands
ready with patriotic earrings
sparkling and a suitcase
packed for the 2004
‘Democratic convention.
 Quintana, a Clarkston res-
ident and Democratic dele-
‘gate, has been fueled
through the years by a politi~
‘cal bug she caught in 1984.
It brings her to a third presi-
‘dential election, where she
bears a responsibility
" _“As a delegate we have a
Tespon51b111ty tolook at our
candidates and think about
the things that we want
these candidates to do for
this country,” said Quintana.

It is this devotion to
responsibility that has driven
Quintana thus far. She has
been employed by the UAW
for 13 years and is currently
their international represen-

s the state delegation’s fire

tative. She is also the first
vice-chair for the Qakland
County Demoeratic Party.
Among her responsibili-
ties at the convention are
bringing in speakers to moti-
vate the delegates and taking
part in strategy sessions.
However, her main objective
is the nomination of the can-
didates for president and
vice president. :
In 1984, Qumtana ran for
county commission in
Lapeer County, which was
around the same time she

OAHLAND COUNTY DELEGATES

Gerald Bantom, Farmington Hills §

Catherine Browder, Southfield
Janna Garrison, Southfield

Barry Goodman, Farmington Hills |

Sigrid Grace, Rochester Hills
James Hoffa, Troy

Hon. Brenda Lawrence, Southfield

Colleen Peters, Bloomfield Hills
Rose Quintana, Clarkston

" Quintana

found her political inspira~
tion: former Michigan L.
Governor Martha W,
Griffiths.

“The way she spoke, she
seemed so articulate and in
touch with things. To me she
exuded this youthfulness ... I
was so impressed with her. [
thought, if she can do it, I
can do it,” said Quintana.

Her political lifestyle does-

o't end at home. With four
children and seven grand-
children, one was bound to
feel the spark of her enthusi-
asm. Quintana’s grandson
Victor joins in his grand-
mother’s campaigning.

picket lines, conventions,
wherever we go.”
‘With retirement to

“I always take him on the

approaching, Quintana,
doesn\seem to be slowing
down niuch. Plans for more
local government involve-
ment and finishing a degree
are on the agenda.
“I've always wanted to get

my degree, I decided to go

. into labor education and
take classes. I look forward

doing that when I retire.”

Changing face of Oakland
County key to election

BY MATT SCHOCH
STAFF WRITER -

Democratic presidential can-
didate Al Gore narrowly won
the Oakland County vote on his
way to earning Michigan’s 18
electoral votes in 2000.

That marked the third consec-
utive presidential election in
which the Democratic candidate
ousted his competitor in
Michigan’s second most popu-
lated county.

This is ironic because as
Michigan political expert Bill
Ballenger notes, most of the
county and its city governments
are run by Republicans.

“At the top of the ticket,
Republicans have evidently been
too conservative on social
issues,” said Ballenger, editor
and publisher of Inside
Michigan Politics. “This possibly
gives (John) Kerry a mild edge.”

Now, a changing Oakland
County finds itself as an inter-
esting swing territory of a cru-
cial state for November’s show-
down between President George

. W. Bush and Kerry.

The county, which represent-
ed more than 13 percent of the
state’s voters in 2000, is a
diverse group that has shifted
its voting dynamics over the
years.

“What has changed is a large
influx of African-American vot-
ers into Southfield,” said pollster
Steve Mitchell, who closely

| monitors statewide voting

records. “Since 90 percent of

~ African-Americans vote

Democrat, that is accounting for
much of the shift, Take those
away, and the county is still

Republican.”

However, simplifying county -
voters into strict party lines is
also too simplistic, Mitchell
said.

“Oakland County is an intelli-
gent, sophisticated electorate,”
he said. “There are less party
line voters and more independ-
ents who make very thoughtful
choices.” »

David Woodward, chairman of
the Oakland County Democratic
Party, concurs on the diverse
environment of the area. Every
socio-economic block of voters is
represented in the county, he
said, making the county’s impor-
tance true not only logistically,
but symbolically as well.

“Those factors mirror per-
formance of the state and the
country,” he said. “The candi-
date who wins this dounty is
going to be the president of the
United States.”

Oakland County voted
Republican more than the
national average for the past
half-century, and that trend

- continued in the 2000 election,

despite Gore’s county victory.

And since Gore’s victory was
$0 narrow, it could Be anyone’s
county for the taking Nov. 2. In
fact, the 6,882-vote margin'in
2000 between the winner and
loser represents less than half
the population of Berkley, the
county’s 22nd most populous
city. - '

. Oakland supported GOP can-
didate Bush only one-fifth of a
percentage point more than the
national average of total voters
in 2000.

The numbers indicate that the

balance is shifting, Woodward

GRKLAND VOTING TRENDS

County voting for GOP pres-
idential candidates ’
compared to Michigan:

1984:  +6.5 percent.

1988:  +6.6 percent

1992:  +6.6 percent

1996;  +4.5 percent
2000 +2.0percent -

County voting for ..o
idential candidates
compared to United States:

pres-

1984:  +6.9 percent
1988: +6.8 percent _
1992  +5.6 pe'rgent e
1996: +2.3 percent
2000: +0.2 percent -
County votinq for

Democratic candidates
~compared to Michigan:

- -8.0 percent. e

1984

1988 -8.5 percent

1992 ,-5 6 percent s
1996  -4.3 percent
2000  -2.0 percent. . B
County voting for

Democratic candidates
compared to United States:

1984  -8.3 percent
1988  -8.4 percent !
1992 -4.8 percent |
1996  -1.8 percent
2000 - +0.9 percent
SOURCE: OAKLAND COUNTY CLERK/REGISTER
OF DEEDS ELECTIONS DIVISION

said, and the current trends of

Oakland County give Kerry the

upper hand this time around.
Recognizing this slant, the

'Bush/Dick Cheney campaign

has its sights set on reversing’
the. countyw1de trend. The GOP
went right to the heart of the .
shift, 1ron1ca11y locating its state -
offices in Southfield in April.
“That speaks high volume that
they have been losing ground
pretty steadily,” Woodward said, -
“We feel we are already more
orgamzed and in place and
we've been beating this drum for
a long time. But they’d probably
say the same thing about them,
“As it gets closer, expect even
a greater level of intensity in
this area.”
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1. Firm adherehce-,to a code of moral values:

~ incorruptibilty: syn 1. see Honesty

2. Massengill, Plymouth Township Clerk

3. Professionalism of Ply_mouth Township Clerk

Plymouth
Community

Firefighters are

proud to support
~our communlty

and our Clerk

MARILYN

For Re-Election
“A Woman of Integrity”

Randy Mayéock, Fire Chief

Dan Atkins Dan Phillips

Pat Conely Don Hahn
Chris Mack Peter Bukis
Martin King Bill Conroy

Jim Jury Jeffery Mallari
Charles Russo Gregory Westfall
Richard Abraham Dave Fox

James Harrell Jim Haar

Terence Harned

Paid for by Committe to elect Marilyn Massengill
42580 Joy Rd., Plymouth MI 48170

QE08238206

MASSENGILL

Internal Medicine

Looking for Primary Care Physicians

in your GCommunity?

The connect with Partners In Internal Medicine. More than
15 years’ personalized patient care in the community
means PIIM’s credentials are proven. That's why we focus
on our doctors, personally.

Dr. Sara Hashemian and Dr. Eric Straka are Internal
Medicine physicians that strengthen PliM with their
~approachability, dedicated patient care and long-term |
relationships their patients trust. They are proud to offer
quality medical expertise to the community they call home.

Find out how you can connect with PIIM. Visit us online at
www.piim.org or contact us directly at 734.994.7446.
Most major insurance plans accepted.

2200 Green Rd., Suite B » Ann Arbor, Mi 48105
5730 Lilley Rd., Suite A * Canton, M| 48187

OE08228013
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DEATHS

, B
Ontario Brugnoni, 82, of
v Farmmqton died Juiy 18.

CaroiJ Carlson, of Garden Clty,
dled July 14,
‘ G
JullaM Goers, 71, of Farmmqton
Hills, died Juty 17 :

Thomas J. Hatch Sr..»85, of
Northville, died July 16.

L
Yvonne C. Lee, 52, of Westland, dleﬁ
July 21,

.Auen R. Lulko, 42, of Canton, died

Juty 14,

Alcohol sales

check gives

‘clean bill to
-8 Canton

businesses

The Canton Police
Department's Special
Enforcement Unit conducted
an alcohol sales check on
Thursday, July 16.

A total of eight businesses
were checked and none of the
businesses sold alcohol prod-
ucts to a minor.

A complete list of the busi-
nesses checked is shown
below:

Max & Ermas, 2240 Canton
Center Road; Grapevine Party

‘Store, 44285 Ford Road; TC

Gators, 42559 Ford Road;
Pinetree Party Store, 42444
Ford Road; Mirage Party
Store, 8177 N. Sheldon; 7-11
Convenience Store, 7171
Canton Center Road; 7-11
Convenience Store, 43340 -
Warren; Cracker Barrel Party
Store, 41741 Ford Road.

The Special Enforcement
Unit (SEU) has performed
tobacco and alcohol compli-
ance checks at local business-
es for the past several years.
The SEU utilizes a “zero toler-
ance” enforcement strategy
when dealing with violations
of tobacco and alcohol sales

to minors.

Edward J. Osewicz, of Garden City,
died July 22..
Paul J. Ott, 77, formerly of

Blrmmgham died July

;*M|Io Waldorf Pletcher 91, 'o ,
“Plymouth, died May 26.

Nancy Ann Porte, 68, died
Etta M. Prieskorn, 45, of Bellev:
died July 21

R
Liillan Elleen Rebenf‘ isch,8
»Lakeiand Fla died Juiy1
S
Frani( Schuck 85, of Blrmmqham, '
died July 22.

Kalani Simmons, 50 of Romulus,

died July 18.
Oscar Kenneth Sweet, 60, of

Belleville, died July12.° - .

T
Joseph A. Tombrella, 45, of
Clarkston. died July 19.

Suspect
sought

Canton police reteased this
composite sketch of a man

~ suspected of exposing him-
self to a female Canton resi~
dent on July 17. The incident
occurred at a residence in
the area of Lilley and Saltz.
Anyone with information is -
asked to cali Canton Police
at (734) 394-5400.

b|str|ct s business ofﬁce wins 2 awards

The Wayne-Westland
Community Schools district has
more notches on its financial
belt after receiving two excel-
lence in financial reporting
awards.

This is the fifth consecutive
year the district’s business office,
under the direction of Gary
Martin, assistant superintend-
ent for business and finance, has
received the awards from the
Government Finance Officers
Association and the Association
of School Business Officials.

The ASBO’s Certificate of
Excellence is the highest recog-

nition offered for school district .

business operations and is given
only to school districts which
meet or exceed the program -

‘standards.

GFOA presented the district

- with its Certificate of .

Achievement of Excellence in

Fmanqal Reporting for its com-

prehenswe financial report for

2003.
According to Martin, the cer-
tificate of achievement is the

- highest form of recognition

given in the area of government .
accounting and financial report-
- ing and its attainment repre- .

sents a significant accomplish-

ment by a government and its .
. management,

“Participation in both the
ASBO and the GFOA Certificate
of Excellence programs issucha
rewarding experience,” Martin
said. “Attaining these awards
brings a feeling of confidence

* and has remarkably increased

our financial reporting credibili-
ty not only tothe district but to
the community as a whole”

Wayne-Westland is one of
four school districts in the state
to receive both awards.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

LEGAL NOTICE
PRIMARY ELECTION

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2004

Notice is hereby given that a Primary Election will be held in the Charter Township of Plymouth, Wayne
County, Michigan, on Tuesday, August 3, 2004 froni 7:00 a.m. until 8:00. p.m., at which time candidates of
the Republican and Democratic Partles, and non-pamsan candldates w1ll be voted upon in Wayne
County:

Representative in Congress

State Representative

Prosecuting Attorney

Sheriff .

County Clerk

County Treasurer

Register of Deeds

County Commissioner - .
Delegate to County Convention

And Plymouth Township:
- Supervisor

Clerk }

Treasurer

Four Trustees
And the following non-partisan Offices: _

Judge of Circuit Court Non-Incumbent Position — Vote 1
And the following Wayne County Proposals:

PROPOSAL Q
BALLOT ADVISORY QUESTIONS

* Shall Section 3.115 of the Wayne County Home Rule Charter be amended to prov1de that the county
commission may place advisory questions on the Ballot?

YES NO__._
PROPOSAL R
REMOVAL OF COMMISSIONER FOR CAUSE

Shall Section 8.115 of the Wayne County Home Rule Charter be amended to provide that a
Commissioner may- be removed from office by a 2/8 vote of the County Commission for conviction or -

admission of a felony, and be disqualified from running for or holding a county office for 8 years; and to
provide that a Commissioner may be removed from Office by a 4/5 vote for misfeasance of malfeasance of
office or for moving out of district? . '

YES _ NO -
Applications for absentee ballots for Charter Township of Plymouth registered voters may be requested
from the Clerk’s Office at 42350 Ann Arbor Road, Building No. 3, Plymouth Township, Michigan.
'Iblephone numbers 354-3224 or 354-3228. Absentee ballots will be delivered to qualified absentee voters

in person at the Clerk’s Office from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., on Saturday, July 31st. On Monday, August
2nd, absentee voters may receive their ballots and vote them in the Clerk’s Office until 4:00 p.m. -

All polling locations in the Township of Plymouth are accessible to the elderly and the handicapped.
Polling places are as follows: (Please note that the Township precinet locations or precinet numbers may
not coincide with your school district precinct location or number).

CHARTER TO HIP OF P, (8]
Precinct 1 Farrand School 41400 Greenbriar
Precinet 2 " Friendship Station 42375 Schoolcraft
Precinct 3 Allen School . 11100 Haggerty Road
Precinet 4 Township Clerk’s Office 42350 Ann Arbor Road
Precinet 5 Bird School 220 N. Sheldon Road
Precinct 6 West Middle School -44401 Ann Arbor trail S |
Precinet 7 United Assembly of God Church 46500 N. Territorial Road - s
Precinct 8 - St. Kenneth’s Catholic Church 14951 Haggerty Road B
Precinct 9 Church of the Nazarene 45801 Ann Arbor Road
. Precinct 10 Fiegel School.. 39750 Joy Road -
Precinet 11 First Baptist Church 45000 N. Territorial .
Precinet 12 : Pioneer Middle School 46081 Ann Arbor Road
Precincts 13 & 16 Lutheran Church of Risen Chnst 46250 Ann Arbor Road . .
Precinct 14 Isbister School 9300 Canton Center Road
Precinct 16 First United Methodist Church 45201 N. Territorial Road
Precinet 17 NorthRidge Church 49555 N. Territorial Road ‘
" MARILYN MASSENGILL, Clerk -
) . _ Charter Township of Plymouth
Publish: July 22 and 26, 3004 . ' : Soa
) } L OE08235910
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MONICA FOUTS § STAFF PHOT OGRAPHER

The Canton Trustees Candidate Forum was. hosted by the League of Women

Voters Weﬁnesday mqht

FORlIM;
FROM PAGE A1

“that’s (the fees) what built
this building.”

Bill Rice answered with a
question: “When the garbage
dumps are full, where are we
going to get the money then?”

Fred Bolden suggested what
he said he had seen in other
communities.

“We could use the dump
sites as a ski slope or a golf
course,” he said.

But Godfrey Aguwa had a
negative view.

“A friend of mine didn't
move to Canton because of
the landfill,” he said.
“Everything’s not about
money.”

Following the league’s stan-
-dard format, candidates were
given one minute to make an
opening statement, one
minute to answer questions

~ submitted by the audience

and two minutes for closing
remarks.

A total of 10 candidates are
vying for four trustee seats.
Rice and Aguwa are
Democrats, the others are
Republicans. On the
Republican side, voters will
select four of the eight candi-
dates in the Aug. 3 primary to
move on to the November
general election.

Since only two Democrats
are in the running for the four
seats, both of them will move
on to the November ballot.

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2100

C AROUND CANTON g

LEMONADE WITH BJ

Beti Smith, host of
Lemonade with BJ has
scheduled the music of the |
late Ray Charles at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, July 28, and
music of Cyrus Chestnut
Sept. 8. WSDP is closed dur-
ing August.

YOUTH ORCHESTRA AUDI-
TIONS

The Celebration Youth
Orchestra holds auditions
for the 2004-2005 school
year on Saturday, Sept. 11.
Auditions will take place at
Evola Musie, 7170 North
Haggerty Road in Canton.

Auditions are open to
string students agés 9 and
older with at least one year
of instruction and wind,
brass and percussion stu-
dents ages 12 and older with
at least three years of
instruction.

Students may live any-
where in southeastern
Michigan. Auditions must
be scheduled in advance.

The CYO is the youth
orchestra supported by the
Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra. Rehearsals and
performances will take place
at the new Village Theatre at
Cherry Hill in Canton. In
fall 2004 the CYO will have
two ensembles, the
Celebration Sinfonia for
string, wind, brass, and per-
cussion students and the
Celebration Strings. The
CYO is dedicated to chal-
lenging and inspiring stu-
dents through high level
ensemble training and the
performance of standard and
new repertoire.

Students should prepare a

piece of their choice and a
scale representative of their

ability. To schedule an audi-
tion or for more information
please contact the Plymouth
Symphony office by e-mail at
CelebrationYO@aol.com or
call (734) 451-2112.

/YENDORS WANTED

The Canton Historical
Society is preparing for its
annual Flea Market Aug. 7
on the grounds of the his-
toric Bartlett-Travis House
on Ridge Road, just north of
Cherry Hill Road.

Members are seeking ven-
dors and crafters to partici-
pate in the event. For more
information or to sign up,
call Ronni Curtis, society
vice president, at (734) 340-
2307 or at the museum,
(734) 397-0088.

RED CROSS HEROES

The American Red Cross is
looking for nominees for its
2004 Red Cross Heroes. The
2004 honorees will be recog-
nized at the Red Cross
Everyday Heroes luncheon
Nov. 17 at the Marriott
Renaissance Center’s
Columbus ballroom. Anyone
may nominate a Red Cross
Hero.

Nominees must live in or
have performed the heroic
act in Wayne, Oakland or
Macomb counties between
Aug. 1, 2003 and July 31,
2004. Those chosen must be
available for video/photogra-
phy in advance of the cere-
mony.

Nominations may be sub-
mitted on-line at www.sem-
redcross.org or by calling
(813) 494-3490. Deadline is
Aug. 11.

T PLYMOUTH ONSTAGE

Here are the concert
schedules for the Friday
night and Wednesday after-
noon concert series in
Plymouth’s Kellogg Park.
~ Music in the Park is pre-
sented Wednesday after-
noons at noon by the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council. The Music in the Air
series is presented Friday
evenings by the Downtown
Development Authority.
Those start at 7 p.m.

MUSIC IN THE PARK

M July 28 ~ Guy Louis and
Chautauqua Express

H Aug. 4 — Hometown
Kids concert with Phoenix
and the Celebration Youth
Orchestra

M Aug. 11 — Harpbeat

. M Aug. 18 — Elmo Thumm

The concerts, sponsored by
New Liberty Bank, start at
noon. For more information
on the concerts, call the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council at (734) 416-4278.

s

MUSIC IN THE AIR

W July 23 — Steve King &
The Dittilies. Veteran Oldies
King provides a great
evening of family entertain-
ment.

N July 3¢ - Thornetta
Davis for blues and R&B.

B Aug. 6 — King Sweat,
playing R&B, classic soul and
some rock-&-roll.

N Aug. 13 — Bobby Lewis
& The CrackerJack Band.
The final appearance by The
CJB at Music in the Air, as
the Dean of Detroit Rock &
Roll retires this year.

B Aug. 20 — Impact 7
revue-style show featuring
music from Motown to
Earth, Wind & Fire.

M Aug. 27 — Pamela
Ransford & The Plymouth
Guitar Band.

N Sept. 3 — September
Surprise featuring mystery
guests.

The concerts, sponsored by
Community Financial, start
at 7 p.m.

GROUND FRESH HOURLY
Fresh Ground Beef From

FRESH CATFISH FILLETS

BEEF CUBE STEAKS

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, July 25, 2004 - © B

CORN FE SEEET BEEF A i
Great on the Grilll Rolled & Tied
SIRLOIN TIP ROAST

U.5.D.A. GRADE A
Fresh Cut Pork
SPARE RIBS

CRN FED SELECT BEEF
Boneless Lean Tender
DELMONICO STEAKS

568

SAVE $1 00 LB,

GROUND SIRLOIN

S.D.A. INSPECTED SEAFOOD
Great on the Grilll

Extra Lean Boneless

COUNTRY STYLE RIBS |

$99

Qulok Fixm %

Shop ing Days
Mon., July g@"-ﬁun., Aug g
“THOums:
Monday -
Saturday 10-8

Sunday 10-6

N FED SELECT BEEF
- “BuyNow & Save”
WHOLE N.Y.

' U.5.0.A. GRADE A
“nicesam Down” Bonelese-Skinless

CHICKEN

Kowaisk!

BOLOGNA

BREAST
$O79

10# Limit 172

STRIP LOINS

Sliced Free s47g

verizonireless

We never stop working for you?

We prove it. Every day.

Verizon Wireless has the nation’s largest, most reliable
wireless network. Why? Because we test it. Every day.
If you need wireless that works in more places, with
fewer dropped calls, more coverage nationwide and
unmatched reliability, get Verizon Wireless today.

'B>1.877.2BUY.VZW

B vzwshop.com/network

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES AUTHORIZED RETAILERS
ANN ARBOR FARMINGTOR HILLS §7. GLAIR SHORES WAL-MART LOGATIONS Equipment cffer and Worry Fres Guarantas may vary.
9570 Jackson Ave. 31011 Orchard Lake Rd. * 26401 Harper Ave. Port Hurg BLOCMFIELD GROSSEPOINTE - ROSEVILLE
{Next o Blockbuster (S, Comer of Orchard Lake RO, (AL 10172 M) 4475 24 Ave. Globa! Wireless Authorized Celslar  Authorized Cellular
734-769-1722 & 14 Wik R 586- m-4o1o 810-385-1231 1-888-607-1800  1-800-VIP-Plus  1-800-VIP-Plus
- Briarwood Mall 248-538-9800 SOUTHFI Warren - BRIGHTON HOWELL ROYALOAK -
(in Sear’s Wing FENTON 28117 Telgﬂ a&{l Rd. 29240 Van Dyke Auto One Brighton Cartronics Fusion Communications
Near Center CL) 17245 Sitver Piowy ~ (South of 12 Mle 586-751-074 810-227-2808  517-548-7705  248-549.7700
AUBURN HILLS : g';‘gfeés'g’szg*ag 248-358-3700 CLAWSON LINCOLN PARK SOUTHFIELD
Gireat Lakes Crossing Mall 5 STERLING HEIGHTS Sommunications USA  Herkimer Redio Wireless USA -
248-253-1799 GaAD gtggg N mgl &_a% Ave, 248.280-6380 313-388-0076 248-395-2222
BRIGHTOR . Daginaw ] COMMERCE MACOMB STERLING HEIGHYS
8159 Chalis, Sufte C {n Gand e Ml e P el , Cellular Sourcs Authorized Cellular  Authorized Cellular
o 2‘“5‘ ih gummwax) i e -MS ! 4 248-360-9400 1-800-VIP-Plus  1-800-VIP-Plus
- ide Ma Wireiess Tomorrow MADISON HEIGHTS SYLVAN LAKE
CANTON 20315, Lapr R (Lower Ct play area) 248-669-1200  Authorized Celllar  Wiraless Link
42447 Ford Rd, {oon g 2 Mies TAYLOR DEARBORR 1-800-VIP-Plus-  248-681-1700
Comer o Ford & Liey Ras, %o BePatce) 23495 Eureka R Kelly Callular MONROE THOY
nion Comets) A - {hoross frum Soutland Yl 813-582-1130  HerkimerRadio  The Wireless Shop
734-844-0481 Howl 734-287-1770 734-242-0806 248-458-1111
DEARBORN 43025 12 Mile Rd. THOY gnﬁmﬂwgg KILLS . Herkimer Too wmam
A i g 13 .ol Searr R DAG-BIGB000 | 7BA-G4T001  Nex Wieles
313-278-4491 248-305-6600 248-526-0040 Diamon Touch AT, CLEMENS 586-573-7599
Fairiane Mall Twelve Oaks Mall  wesuamn A015-1177 - Mthord Golti - WERT SLMNTIED
G i ot o ety {Lower eve play rea) 35105 Warren Rd. Orje rporably. Fusion Communieations 19 WPEES 0
13-441-0168 PONTIAWATERFORD  (SW. Comer of Waren 248-427-9476  PORTHURON
QETROIT 454 Telegraph Rd. & Wayne Rds) | FT. GaATIor ';';‘OEWW
14126 Woodward g 734-722-7330 Froe Handset Software Upgrade! | Vestere Communications }-384-5
Model T Paze) i Pacs Ml 810-385-3400 ROGHESTER
313-860-7392 248-335-9900 Preedtuisg
ROCHESTER HILLS - v
S0 e . nusm:scsn :::lsmums, ., )
UM KJ, ﬂi“s e
248-853-0550 1.866.800.2862 ﬁi"‘os'\ac'(»

Nights: 9:01 pm - 5:59 am M-F; Weekends: 12:00 am Sat - 11:59 pm Sun. Taxes & surcharges apply & may vary, Federal Universal Service Charge of 1.95% (varies quamdy based on F(C tates) I
and a 45¢ Regulatory Charge per line/month are our charges, not taxes, for more details call 1-888-684-1888. .

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to terms and conditions of Customer Agreement, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. $175 cancellation fee per line, up to.
$.45/min after allowance, taxes, other charges & restrictions. Cannot combine with other offers. Usage rounded to next full minute. Unused minutes lost. Coverage, service & offers
not available in all areas. Taxes apply. Rebate takes 8-10 weeks. See Return/Exchange Policy. See verizonwireless.com/bestnetwork for network claim details. ©Verizon Wireless 2004.
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A natural thing

Kids discover science at county camp

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Kyle Cronin and Alex Tokarz
had difficulty mastering the art of
bubble blowing with a straw.
Instead of an iridescent ball at the
end of the straw, their soapy lig-
uid hitthe plece of paper with a
spat.

The duo was blowing bubbles
10 see how they reacted to differ-
ent surfaces — burlap, paper and
construction paper, to name a few

- — during the weekly installment
of the Wayne County Parks
Nature-History Day Camp.

Held at the Nankin Mills

Interpretive Center on Hines
Dive in Westland, to the group of
second- and third-graders, this -
week's camp has been focusmg on
science.
“This is my fifth or sixth time
've been to camp,” said Kyle, who

lives in Livonia, “My mom sends
‘me because she really likes it. And -
I really like it”

Carol Clements, 2 department
manager/naturalist at the inter-
pretive center, started the camp
in1998.

“T'd ran a summer camp when
I worked Ann Arbor Parks and
wanted to start one here,” she
said. “I wanted to offer a summer

it took some practice, but finaally Kyle Cronin, 9, of Livonia (left) and Alex -
Tokarz, 9, also of Livonia, could biow colored bubbles that broke and created

designs on construction paper

Publish: July 25, 2004

- LEGAL NOTICE .
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
- PUBLIC TEST OF THE UNILECT PATRIOT
ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM FOR THE
AUGUST 8, 2004, PRIMARY ELECTION

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: A public test of the Patriot Electronic
Voting System will take place at 10:00 a.m., on Tuesday, July 27,
2004, in the Clerk’s Office at Plymouth Township Hall, 42350 Ann
Arbor Road, Building No. 3, Plymouth, Michigan 48170, for the
Primary Election scheduled for August 3, 2004. Phone #354-3224.

The public is invited and encouraged to attend. .
MARILYN MASSENGILL, Clerk

Charter Township of Plymouth

QE08237418
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PLEASE OFFER YOUR SUPPORT ON AUGUST 3

Paid for by John Burdziak for Canton Trustee
727 Sandalwoad Gt., Canton, M| 48188
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‘Ac.count.able \o-'kaunt-a-bol\ adj
1. Answerable, Responsible
2. Ron Edwards, Treasurer
3. Plymouth Township
Treasurer’s Office

VOTE TO RE-ELECT
RON EDWARDS

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP
TREASURER
REPUBLICAN
AUGUST 3RD

Paid for by Taxpayer’s for Ron Edwards

41252 Schoolcraft
Plymouth, MI 48170 (734) 420-2949

program, a fun Weék-long nature

and history camp.”

* Many of the youngsters are like -
Kyle and Alex, veterans of the
program, and most are from
western Wayne County commu-
nities like Livonia, Westland,
Canton, Dearborn and Northville.
Oneyoung man came from
Japan — sort of — for the camp.

“I like it because I get to see my
friends,” said James Obermaier, 7,
who lives with his family in
Hiroshima.

Home for a one-month visit,
he's using one those weeks to get
acquainted with friends he’s got-
ten to know during previous
camps.

“Ithinkitsafun camp, but the
best part of it is that it’s about
nature,” he said. “I like science
and nature.”

According to Clements,
campers learn about Native
Americans, gain an understand-
ing of history, go fishing and use
the paddle boats on Newburgh
Lake and “do just about anything
from astronomy to zoology”

The popular program offers
weekly sessions for different age
groups focusing on a variety of
nature and history topics each
day. Kids explore mammals,
birds, reptiles and amphibians,
insects, astronomy, geology,
Native American and settlement
history, to name a few.

They go for hikes though

Clare Porter, »

Holliday Park Nature Preserve to
see nature first-hand, do crafts
and play gamies. They also use
some of their lunch time to take
trips down the water slide.

On Thursddy evening, families
are invited toia potluck dinner
where campers receive awards
and T-shirts. |

Seven-yeaz-old Tori Zremsk1

“My mom likes to send meto
nature camp,’ the Livonia resi-
dent said. “This is fun. I've
learned a lot more about nature”

That said, he admits that his
favorite part of camp is “lunch
and the water slide”

This is Kristi Sitarskfs third
vear as a camp staffer. Joining her
are Matt Noble of Plymouth,
who's been with the program for

—Roo&‘ing and Siding lné. —
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Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer
Duro-Last Master Elite Award Winner

Professional Roofer Advisory Council
Family Taking Care of Families for Over 41 Years!

41700 Michigan Ave. * Canton - 734-397-81

Hunter Douglas®, Sithouette®, Levolor®, Waverly®; Dye tte® & more!

america's # T cHOICE FoR

BLINDS & WMLP@PER

Save é § 0/0 & 530/0 {}% mast retail siore prices.

FREE

Shop-at-Home

Shop conventently from your home «
E we bring the store to you.

L Select from a full assortment of

E blinds, shades, :

E draperies and shutters -

Service!

Calt NOW for an agpo}mment & details!

SAVE upTo sZOO OFF*

* Ask For Details. Enter or
mention code: GNCC
when otdering.

'REE

MEASURING &
INSTALLATION®*

 for details.

Plymouth Showroom is located at 909 North Sheldon Road
To receive price gquotes, place arders or get direction p(k toll-free.
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SHELDON RD!

Air Inclusive Vacations from @a

orldVacations.

5-Night Jamaica package from $673

* Hotel: Royal Decameron Club Caribbean

» Valid for travel 9/8-10/26/04

Join the
World Card
- program and
_ save $501¢

5-Night Hawaii package from $741
» Hotel: OHANA Waikiki West » Valid for travel 8/25 11/2/04

Both including roundtrip airfare from Detroit!

Price is per pérsan, based on double occupancy departing from detmrt 10 selgct cittes and dates

service on Northwest Afriines, and

iS valid for specific travel dates. Other travel days and dates are available at other prices. May require travel on specific flights or times;
blackout dates may apply, Price Includes hotef taxes and $20 fuél surcharge. Prics dogs not include Passenger Facility Charges of up S

to $18 roundtrip,

Sept 11th Security Fees of up to $30 roundtrip, or U.S. segment taxes of

up to $3 per flown se Mment, Of

departure/arrival Customs and immigration fees of up to $112. Price 15 not retroactive and is subject to change and avallabx . Must 3
be purchased through WorldVacetions and is not valid if purchased through Northwest Aitlines or web sits, Winw.nva,com, andard
WorldVacations Tarms and conditions apply; other restristtons may apply.

l)lscover the (aribbean

WorldCard program and

7-Day Fall Cruise from $549_ |

Book by July 31st and receive
a complimentdry upgrade
plus a pheto album!

Pricing is par person, based on double occupancy for cruise onty and inventory controlled,
it voucher and photo album is applicable for nev: bookings made between 6/1

%huto pol

receive a iravel amenity bag
with your. Princess Cruise
purchase!

PRINCESS CRUISES

unpv completely-

dtvip air is additional, Upgrade,
£31/04 on select dates onfy,

six years, and Andrew Tluczek of
Garden City,

Sitarski was leading the science
part of the day’s program, having
the children make journals to
record their observations and
showing them how to blow bub-

-bles for testing and to create art.

“I really love this job,” said
Sitarski, a student at Central
Michigan University where she’s
majoring in anthropology with a
minor in environmental educa-
tion.

oM I-!AWI.E‘{ | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

m left), Jess Bernard, 9 Maddie Moran 8 and Emnly Widzinski attempt to blow bubbies to see |f

helped some with the Boy Scouts,
but I've never done something
like this before,” he said.

The center also offers year-
round exhibits and interpretive
programs on the natural and cul-
tural history of the Rouge River
watershed. The interpretive pro-
grams also feature hands-on
activities, hikes, games and crafts

‘to foster fun and informative

learning experiences.
“This is a lot of fun forus

because we have the kids fora

Tluczek hasbeen working for ~  full week,” Clements said. “When
‘Wayne County Parks since last we have the school groups and
August and like Sitarski shares Scouts in, it’s only for a couple of
an interest in the environment. A’ hours”
graduate of the University of '

Michigan-Dearborn, he would For more information about the pro-
like to go on to study environ- grams offered at the Nankin Mifls
mental science in graduate interpretive Center, calt (734) 261-1990.
school The center is at 33175 Ann Arbor Road,

“I worked at the south of Ann Arbor Trail, in Westland.
Environmental Interpretive - ‘ ,
Center while at UM-D,and 1. _ smason@oehomecommnet | (734) 9532112

PLYMOUTH TWP. PD
734-453-3869
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

the following:
1994 Chevrolet

Publish: July 25, 2004

Camaro

Notice is hereby given that on 7/30/04 at 10 am at Mayflower Auto
Transport, 1179 Starkweather, Plymouth, MI a public auction of
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im Blanchard remembers how hard he.
fought to get to his first Democratic
National Convention. He drove to United
Auto Workers’ hea&quarters in Detroit,
sllpped past a security guard, and sat for
hours in the outer office of Millie Jeffries, a
UAW vice president in charge of hiring pages.

That was 1964, the year of Lyndon Baines
Johnson’s famous coronation in Atlantic Clty
‘I really wanted to get to that conyention,”
$aid the future governor, who was in the midst
of getting ready for this week’s gathering of
the Democratic clans in Boston. When she
finally showed up, she noted that he was a lit-
tle old to be a page, but was impressed. by his
eagerness.

“She asked me if I support-
ed civil rights. I was amazed.
‘Of course — doesn’t every
Democrat?”” he said. The elfin
Millie smiled. Well, he had a
lot to learn. But he got in, and
the experience helped hook
him on politics for life. “One
night Bernie Klein and I were

Jack  going for a walk and we saw
g Lessenberry Adlai Stevenson. Adlai
Stevenson! I had handed out
leaflets for him in fourth
grade.” .

He ran up to him and introduced himself

to his hero, who addressed him gravely as

“old man.” College and law school kept
Blanchard away from the next two conven-
tions, which were two of the party’s most
disastrous.

But he’s been going ever since, as congress-
man, governor, leader of the Bill Clinton
forces in the state and, finally, as sort of an
elder statesman.

And he still loves every minute of them, as
his wife Janet noted with some amusement.
“He’'ll be swinging from the rafters next week,”
she chuckled. ,

“The conventions have changed,” Blanchard
said, noting that national conventions once
actually chose the party candidates and that,
until recently, delegates arrived having no
idea who their vice presidential candidate
would be.

Conventions past have seen titanic struggles

" over the party’s positions — the so-called
“platform” — with roll call debates on issues
ranging from civil rights to Vietnam to
whether to seat a state delegation deemed to
be insufficiently diverse or improperly chosen.

“Now, they are all sort of coronations,” said
Blanchard, who says he is nevertheless excit-
ed, in part because he thinks his party’s ticket
of John Kerry and John Edwards “is maybe
the strongest we've had in 40 years.”

That may be debatable; what is not is that
for many of the delegates (and the press)

Blanchard looking forward
to another crazy convention

national conventions these days are in many
respects much more like high school reunions
than anything else. Politicians and reporters
see old friends they haven’t seen in four years;
relive old battles; open new bottles.

“You have to pace yourself,” Blanchard said.
You can easily spend all day talking politics
and listening to speeches on the convention
floor, and all night going from hotel to hotel
and party to party.

Conventions are still politically worthwhile,
he notes, because they serve two other kéy
purposes: To introduce the party’s candidates
to the American people, many of whom have,
until now, been paying scant attention to the
process, and also to fire up the delegates to
work hard for the ticket.

The best recent example of that was proba-
bly 1992, when Bill Clinton arrived at the con-
vention trailing both President Bush and H.
Ross Perot, and left the clear front-runner,
Four years ago, the convention was duller, but
delegates still talk about the startlingly pas-
sionate kiss between Al and Tipper Gore.

Most conventions produce some memorable
moments: Mario Cuomo’s famous speech in
1984 Clinton’s famously long and boring
speech in 1988; and the bizarre scene in 1980
when Jimmy Carter seemed to be chasing Ted

" Kennedy around the platform, trying futllely

for the traditional victory embrace.

Democrats, who tend to be a more unruly
lot than Republicans, have also had their pres-
idential campaigns ruined by conventions.
The worst of all time was the 1924 convention
in New York City, when a deadlocked conven-
tion continued for three weeks and 104 bal-
lots, until the nomination itself was worthless.

The ultimate modern horrors were 1968 in
Chicago, when out-of-control cops tear-gassed
and clubbed demonstrators and delegates, and
1972, when anarchy prevailed; vice presiden-
tial votes were actually cast for Mao Tse-tung,
and the nominee didn’t get to speak till 3 a.m,
~ prime time only on Guam.

Back then, networks prided themselves on
so-called “gavel-to-gavel” coverage. Sadly,
that’s now a thing of the past. The major net-
works plan to show only three hours of cover-
age all week. That won’t present many oppor-
tunities for the 155 Mlchlgan delegates to see
themselves in prime time.

Yet questions remain. Will John Kerry final-
ly electrify people? Will Al Sharpton behave?
Will Michigan’s two party chairmen, who
loathe each other, make nice for the cameras?
Despite all the pre-packaging, something fas-
cinating or bizarre is bound to happen. With
Democrats, it nearly always does.

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice president of HomeTown
Communications. He can be reached by phone at (248) 901-
2561 or by e-mail at jlessenberry@homecomm.net.

is weekend my wife and I will be enjoy-~

. ing the beaches, bikeways and small

% towns along Lake Michigan, It is an
annual ritual with suburban Detroit residents
dating from the late 1800s, when trains ran
regular schedules from Detroit to Traverse
City, Petoskey and the Mackinac Straits.

The sandy beaches of
Lake Michigan, the rocky
shores of Lake Huron and
the wilderness reaches of
Lake Superior are a wel-
come respite from everyday
life.

But we don t have to trav-
el that far to appreciate the
real value of our special
position at the center of the
Great Lakes, We need only
drive over to the Detroit
River and down to Lake

Erie to see how we depend on these lakes for
water to drink, to irrigate fields, generate
power, transport raw materials, provide for a
rich diversity of fish and as a playground for
boaters.

‘These lakes are our treasure. They are the
reason that every suggestion for the state’s
quarter included Michigan’s unique outline
of two peninsulas defined by the lakes and
why Gov. Jennifer Granholm chose the
design which included all five Great Lakes.
Even if we never boat or fish or own property
along these lakes, they are a vital part of who
we are.

This past Monday, the Council of Great
Lakes Governors and Canadian Premiers
agreed on a draft proposal to protect Great
Lakes waters from being siphoned away to
other parts of the country or the world. The
agreement requires that all eight Great Lakes

,states — Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania and
New York — must agree to any out-of-basin
diversions of more than 1 million gallons of
water per day. The agreement also would
allow three states to veto any in-basin use of
more than 5 million gallons a day.

The premiers of Ontario and Quebec have
agreed to the pact.

Hearings are scheduled throughout the
state to explain the agreement, which requires
the approval all the state Legislatures and
Congress. The nearest is 2 p.m. Sept. 14 at the
Michigan Library in Lansing,

The Great Lakes Charter was formed in
1985 to protect Great Lakes waters from
diversion by the parched southwest and plains
states. It was a minor issue during the last
presidential election, when George W. Bush
mused that such a diversion might be neces-
sary someday. This year, it was candidate Sen.
John Kerry who was caught off-guard and
mused similarly. Last week on a visit to the

Hugh
Gallaghe

- Only Michigan has failed to act, Granholm.

Plan to protect the Great Lakes
shouldn’t be derailed by politics

Since 1985, seven of the Great Lakes
states and Ontario and Quebec have
drawn up legislation to regulate large
withdrawals of water. Only Michigan has
failed to act.

state, Vice President Dick Cheney promised
that the president would “never” allow the - .
diversion of Great Lakes water, showing that |
some lessons do get learned. '
. Water diversion has become a bit of a pohth v
cal football in Michigan. - .
Since 1985, seven of the Great Lakes states
and Ontario and Quebec have drawn up legis-
Iation to regulate large withdrawals of water.

has been critical of Republican legislators for-
not moving on a number of bills introduced

. earlier this year to protect the state’s waters.

GOP leaders respond that Granholm hasn’t .
been working with them to get the bills
moved and they are critical of some items that

. they feel will have a negative impact on bus:-

ness.
What is clear is that our current laws do not
'adequately protect our water supply. Legal
questions have been raised about whether a
governor has the power to restrict diversion o
water. The Great Lakes Charter draft propos:
would make it difficult to nearly impossible tor,
divert water, while at the same time provide a;
legal process that would probably pass.
muster. - :
This should not be an issue that d1v1des on ,
party lines. Republican Majority Leader Ken
Sikkma has been sensitive to envrionmental :
issues. It’s definitely time for the governor and
the opposition to quit spitting and takeupa
comprehensive program to protect the state’s
surface and groundwater supply and to sign
on quickly to the draft proposal to prevent
diversion from the Great Lakes. :
And while we're discussing the lakes. We* ve
been asking readers to share some of their
favorite cottage memories for our Life
Section, If you have a favorite getaway place, ¥
special inland lake or stream, pleasant forest :
drive, we'd like to share it with our readers.
Also, if you have a picture showing some
Michigan summer time fun, send it along to
me at 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150.

T B N S LT

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at (734)953- & -
2149, by e-mail at hgaliagher@oe.homecomm.net or by *
fax at (734)591-7279.
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‘Farmington Hills resident

"Mary Angela DiGiovanni had a

_bright future, and deep desire
“to help others. Sadly, in
‘January of 2003, the 24-year-
old was involved in a fatal car
accident. ,

This Aug. 15, Mary Angela

 will be remembered through

the 2nd annual Mary Angela -
Run for Angela Hospice begin-
ning at 9 a.m. on Oakland
Community College’s Orchard
Ridge Campus. The first event

" in Mary Angela’s honor was

held last August, and through
the support of over 1,000 par-
ticipants and sponsors, it

raised $60,000 to help care for

terminally ill chﬂdren and
adults.

* “This run not only provides a

way for us to remember Mary
Angela’s wondérful qualities,”
said Nancy Jess, who is coordi-

nating the event with her hus-
band, Dan, “it also supports an
organization that is providing

help to so many families in our
community.”

All proceeds from the event
go to benefit Angela Hospice's
programs for terminally ill
patients and their families, -
including inpatient and home

‘hospice care, pediatric and pre-

natal hospiceprograms, and
grief support services which are
offered free-of-charge to
patient families and communi-
ty members.

Individuals may pamclpate
in a number of ways to help

support this important cause.

Registrations are now being
taken for the 5K run, 10K run,
or 1-Mile fitness walk, with a

standard entry fee of $20. For a

$50 donation, individuals can
register as a “Mary’s Angel,”

_ _Memorial run to benefit Angela Hospice

receiving entry in the race
event of their choice, recogni-

tion on event signs, and a spe-

cial “Mary’s Angel T-shirt.

“The community's support of
- this event is truly inspiring,”

said Dan Jess, race coordina-
tor, and friend of Mary

" Angela’s parents, Hummer

General Manager Mike -
DiGiovanni, and Angela
Hospice Ethics Manager Chris
DiGiovanni. “The success of
this event is a great tribute to
Mary Angela. It reflects her-
character, her deep desire to
help others, and her commit-
ment to improving health care
for those in need.”

For more information on

how you can help, or to register

for this event, please call the
race hotline at (734) 9536015

" or visit the Web site at

www.angelahospice.org.

Race coordinators Dan and Nancy Jess are orgamzmq the Mary Angela Run for a second year in a row. Pictured are {from
left) Chris DaG!ovanm Nancy Jess, Mike DiGiovanni and Dan Jess.
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As space permits, the Observer &
Fccentric Newspapers print, without
charge, announcements of class
reunions. Send the information to
Reunions, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoofcraft,

+ Livonia, Mt 48170. Ptease include the
date of the reunion, one contact per-
son, and a telephone number.

REUNIONS

Winship School (Detroit)

Class of 1960-66

A class reunon is being planned for Sept
24,2004, For information, calf Shirley Katz

~Kaplan at (248) 557-6532. E-mall

*scshooles@ameritech.net.
Bellevilie High School
Classes 1960 through 1969
A Sixties Blast It is being planned for

*. Saturday, Sept. 25, 2004, at Crown Plaza, -
- - Detroit Metro Airport, For more informa:
- tion, calt Belleville High at (734) 697

9133,

Belleville High School
, Class of 1979

-+ A 25-year reunion s planned for Aug. 2
2004, For information, call Jeanne at:

% (734) 4611861

Bellevlile High School
All Classes

An all-class-reunion is planned for Sept ‘

18, 2004, For information, call Miilie
Baker at (734) 633-5231.
Berkley High Schooi
* Class of 1954
A50-year class reunion is planned for

" Sept. 25, 2004, at the Royal Oak Elks. For

more information, calf Pat Brennan
Paholak at (248) 398-4641 or Audrey
(Auman) Cowles at (248) 541-7313.

. Birmingham High Schoot
Class of 1954

A reunion is planned for Oct, 22-24, 2004,

at the Troy Marriott. For more informa-

tion, cali Joan Gassaway Berndt at (248}

335-T160 or joangoblue@AOL.com. -
Brighton High School

Class of 1984

: The class of 1984 is planning the 20-year

reunion on Aug. 7, 2004, For more infor-
mation, call Sally Rector-Langley at (517)
505-4970.

Cabrini High School
Class of 1984
* If you're interested in working on the
20-year reunion, please contact Debbie

-« {Scott) Paulus at (734) 737-9743 or

Laurie (Marra) Makavewicz at (734) 981-
1263,
Center Line High School

>t Class of 1974

7 Center Line High Schoo!'s Class of 1974
30-year reunion takes place Saturday,

. 0ct.16, at the Ford Conference & Event
-*% Center in Dearborn. Tickets are $80 per

person, which includes appetizers,
-, strolfing supper, open bar, entertain-
ment and valet parking. For more infor-
" mation, call Karen Hudak Milfer at (248}
569-7739 or e-mail her at
Karet56@aot.com,
Canton and Salem
Class of 1994
A10-year reunion is planned for Nov. 26,
2004, at the Doubletree Hotel in Novi.
For more information, call Jufie at (810)
4 221-4671 or e-mail
= Peepl994@yahoo.com.
Clarenceville High School
Class of 1983-84
A double reunion is planned for Oct. 9,
2004, at Burton Manor. For more infor-
;- mation call Julie {248) 889-8850 or at
* cvillereunion8384@hotmail.com.
Clawson High School
Class of 1979

REUNIONS -

A 25-year reunion is planned for Oct. 9,
2004, at Knights of Columbuis Hall in
Ciawson, For more information, call Tina
{Robinson) Ulmer at (586) 530-8699.
Cody High School
Classes of 1950-1959
The class of 1957 has invited other -
interasted friefids.from alf the 1950s
* classes. Being held at 7 p.m. 0¢t. 9,
2004, at Fox Hilts Golf and Country Club
near Plymouth. Costis $75 per person
which includes sit down dinner, open
bar, music, and many surprises, Call for
.more-nfo on golf and reservations at
the Hilton Garden Suites. For further
information, call Loretta (Muciek):

Nedwick at (800) 859-9502 or Leania -

{Nizio} Rourk at sarge51060@aol.com or
(248) 4867333,

Class of 1963 and 1964

A 40-year reunion-will be Saturday,
Sept. 25, 2004, at Ypsilanti Marriott at
Eagle Crest, 1275 8. Huron; Ypsilanti,

(734) 487-2000. Doors open 6 pm., din-
-~ ner 7 p.m, $60 per persor includes: dmg

nerfdancing, memory book, cash bar.
-Send check or money-order to Cody- -

s Ctass Reunion, ¢/o Phil Varilone, 22911 -

~:Shersdan Dearborn, Mi 48128-2801, Fer
more mformatlen, e-mail the reumon

comihittee at: 63
- 64Comets@comcastnet.

Class of 1974
A 30-year reunion is planned for
Saturday, July 31, 2004, at Laurel Manor,
in Livonia. For more information con-
tact, www.cody74.com.

Dearborn High School
Ciass of 1954 )
A 50-year reunion is planned for
Saturday, Aug. 7, 2004. for information,
call Helen Kramer Turchan at (313) 565-
4816 or Sally Hicks Wiiliams at (734)
464-8263.

Dearborn High Schoot
Class of 1974
A 30-year reunion is planned for
Saturday, Aug. 7, 2004, at St, Mary's -
Cultural Center, 18100 Merriman, Livonia.
Looking for classmates. Please pass the
word. Contact Ann Kennedy Hutchins at
(734) 591-6866.

Dearhorn Lowrey
Class of 1954
Now organizing. Call Fay (Bolton)
Reeves at (248) 349-2094.

Denby High School
Class of 1964
A 40-year reunion is planned for Friday,
Nov. 26, 2004, at The Barrister House in
St. Clair Shores. For more information,
contact Joel Pumphrey at (248) 879
5978 or mkrause@net-ex.com.

Detroit Denby High School
Class of 1949
A 55-year reunion is planned for
Sunday, Oct. 3, 2004, at Barrister
Gardens Banquet Center, 24225 Harper
Ave,, St. Clair Shores. For information,
call (586) 778-3541 or {586) 777-5812,

Detroit Miller High School

Class of 1954

- For the classes of January-June-August
a& 50-year reunion dinner dance is

* planned for Saturday, Aug. 7, 2004.6
p.m, until 12 midnight at St. George
Banquet Center, 2160 East Maple Road,
Troy: Tickets $40. For more information
contact Edmund Spear at (313) 418-
8983,

Detroit Pershing High School
Class of 1974
A 30-year reunion is planned for
Saturday, Aug. 28, at Casino Windsor.
For more information, cali David
Branch at (313) 331-9950, Debra
Boatner at (248) 443-0223, or Gary
Blackburn at (313) 521-4683.
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clearance savings*

2004 F-150 S¢

clearance savings®

(12)For special Clearance Savings offers, take new vehicle retai delivery from dealer stock
y 8/2/04. To be eligible for apr rate or cash Incentives you must finance through Ford
Credit. Supplies are limited, not ali dealers will have ail featured models. Residency
restnctions apply. Clearance Savings vary by vehicle line. Se¢ pamclpatmg dealer
for complete quahficanon details.

3480 Jackson Rd. 1-800-875-FORD
ANN ARBOR

7070M|chigan Ave, 734-429-5478

SALINE

9800 Belleville Rd. 734-697-9161
BELLEVILLE

NES PARK

1-98 at Milford Rd. 248-437-6700
LYON TWP.

2185 Washtenaw 734-482-8581
YPSILANTI g



http://www.angelahospice.org
mailto:scshooles@ameritech.net
mailto:orjoangobiue@AOL.com
mailto:Kare156@soi.com
mailto:Pcep1994@yahoo.com
mailto:cvillereunion8384@hotmail.com
mailto:sarge51060@aol.com
http://www.cody74.com
mailto:mkrause@net-ex.com
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BY PAUL BEAUDRY
STAFF WRITER

A trip to San Antonio, Texas,
proved to be on target for sever-
al Observerland shooters as
they picked up a pair of bronze
medals in the Scholastic Clay
Target Program national cham-
pionships.

Three of the shooters repre-
sented team Michigan and the
Wayne County Sportsman club
team in the Senior Experienced

Division of the skeet competi-

* tion — Ryan Cafarelli of Canton

and Steve Rais and Ryan Posler

of Livonia. The trio, along with -

Mark Birch of Dearborn and
Bryan Jedinak of South Lyon,
had 1,066 points out of a possi-
ble 1,125.

“Actually, we-could have done
better,” said Posler; who just
graduated from Frankiin High
School. “My normal average is
96-98 (0of 100) and I averaged
90. But this was definitely an

expenence.

Cafarelli had the hot tngger
as he scored a perfect 100 in the
first round and 98 in the second
to finish third individually.

“I missed one in the first
round (of four) and one in the
second,” said Cafarelli, the
recent Canton grad who took
this up competitively 3} years
ago. “Two.other shooters had
perfect scores.”

The team tock 1~mme a sixth
in the sporting clays competi-

tion out of 14 teams, but the
Island Lake Wackers out of -
Brighton came away with a
third-place finish in that event
—aswellasa fourth in the
skeets.

“It was a blast. It was hot,

. but it was fun,” said Redford

Thurston sophomore Danny
Williams, a member of the
Wackers. “I shot 80 and 84
out of 100 in the clays (an
event with different stations
and setup than skeet shoot-

4Area shooters place at national tourney

ing) and 90 and 91 in the
skeet. My grandfather got
me into this a long time ago
and I've been shooting com-

» petmvely for the last four

years.” _
All the team members
received a bronze medal and a
$100 scholarship savings bond
from the National Shooting
Sports Foundation for their fin-

» ish.
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Plymouth’s

Arapoff helps
keep Lions in
tip-top shape

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

-Jason Arapoff s Allen Park “office” is
equlpped with $750,000 worth of
exercise equipment, a stereo sound
system that would make Jay-Z envi-
ous and - most of the time - as many
as 60 of the strongest, fastest athletes

walking on the face of the planet.

- Yes, Arapoff’s office is unique, but

so is his job.

The 39-year-old Plymouth
Township resident is the Detroit
Lions’ strength-and-conditioning

coach, a position that requires him to
do everything from making sure the

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

PLEASE SEE ARAPOFF, B2  Detroit Lions strength and conditioning coach Jason Arapoff of Plymouth runs the Lions’ state of the art strength-and-conditioning facility in:Allen Park.

Rams clinch AAABA World Series berth

Himm

BY PAUL BEAUDRY
STAFF WRITER

Runs were at a premium on
Wednesday night, but the Michigan
Lake Area Rams were the ones who
scored the premium run.

. Ryan Heath’s bases-loaded single with
no one out scored Adam Schulz with the
winning run as the Rams earned a 1-0
win over the Longhorns in Livonia
Collegiate Baseball League play - as well
as winning the league’s berth in the

AAABA National Tournament in
Johnston, Pa, beginning Aug. 8.

As has been the story in several games
this season, the Rams (20-9-1) were out-
hit by their opponents - in this case, 7-5,
by the Longhorns (18-10-2).

But the Longhorns scattered their
seven hits over nine innings. The Rams
had a pair of singles in the fifth off losing
pitcher Rob Whipple, but came up with
three in the ninth.

Heath was 2-for-4 with the RBI, while
Schulz doubled to start the ninth. Nick

Thurman and Dan Dobberowsky both
singled for the Rams, with Thurman’s
coming in the ninth to load the bases.

Todd Kalmbach and Todd Tindall both
had a pair of hits for the Longhorns,
while Jamey Embree, Andy Brinker and
Derek VanBuskirk all singled.

Ben Darga got the win for the Rams,
allowing just one walk and striking out
six. Whipple allowed five hits, four walks
and struck out four,

pbeaudry@oe.iomecomm.net | (734) 953-2106

Interest slows for
modified fastpitch

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Much like eight-track tapés, the Bee Gees and the video game
“Pong,” modified-pitch softball thrived in the Observer)and area

during the late-70s and early-80s.

But now, 25 years later, the sport is facing the same unfortu-v
nate demise as the previously mentioned attractions. ,

Mod1ﬁed—p1tch softball is best described as slow-pitch softball
with some spice. Pitchers cannot use a windmill delivery like in
fast-pitch softball, but they can still generate 70-mph pitches
with the straight-back and straight-forward style that is allowed.

- “I like modified because it’s a lot more like regular baseball

than slow-pitch softball,” said Livonia resident Rick
Williamson, who has played modified for the past 33 years.
“You can bunt, steal bases, hit and run, a lot of things that
aren’t allowed in slow-pitch softball. The game is a lot quicker,
too. It takes about an hour and 10 minutes to play seven

innings in modified.”

Judging by the steadily decreasmv number of active teams
playing in the area, modified-pitch softbali is a dying sport. Just
20 years ago, there were 16 teams playing in the Plymouth
league and over 30 competing in Livonia. Currently, there are
13-teams playing in both leagues combined (four in Plymouth

-and nine in Livonia).

“Unfortunately, the Plymouth league is in danger of getting
canceled altogether,” said John Cunningham, a veteran of 36
modified seasons, “The rec department has an eight-team slow-
pitch league that would like to take over Massey Field next year.
If we can’t find more teams, modified will probably be elimi- -

nate, which would be a terrible thing.”

Why is modified-pitch softball fading from the sports Ia,ndscape‘?'

“I think the number one reason is because younger kids aren’t
playing baseball as much as they used to,” Williamson said.
“There are more and more kids playing sports liké soccer and
golf; so they're steering away from sports like modified. Then
when they get older and they want to play softball, it's much
easier to hit the ball in slow-pitch than it is in our sport.”

ewright@®oe.homecomm.net | {734) 9532108
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Team Budweiser pitcher Mike Culver of Canton rears back before delivering

a pitch in the Plymouth Modified Softball League played at Massey Field.
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BY KEVIN BROWN

STAFF WRITER

Larry Hagman doesn’t pull up his
shirt to show his scars to just anyone.

But he did at the banquet honoring
last year’s participants in the annual
U.S. Transplant Games.

Hagman had a kidney transplant
and therefore shares an organ trans-
plant experience with 2,000 people
expected to attend the 2004 Games

running Tuesddy

Himm

just keep worklng hard and be grate- -

through Aug. 1 at the
University of

| Minnesota in

| Minneapolis.

| Daniel Himm of

| Livonia, 18, will be

| there - 5%, years after

undergoing a heart
transplant.
“They tellyouto

ful for getting a second chance at life,”
said Himm, on a break recently from
his caddying job at Meadowbrook
Country Club in Northville, .

- In1998, 12-year-old Himm needed
a heart transplant as he'd been deal-

ing with a weak heart for years, due to

a birth defect which transposed the
great arteries to opposite sides of the

heart.

After struggling with the weakening

condition throughout childhood, doc-

tors tried a new procedure. When it
failed, they put him on life support for
nine days, performed the transplant,
then put him in a deep sleep fora
month for the surgery to take.

After he was awakened, “They say
take your son home and treat him

| normally,” recalled Daniel’s mother

Carol Watson-Himm, “He’s been rela-
tively healthy the last 5% years.” _
Kimm said he feels much stronger.
“Now I can caddy and rock climb,
Rollerblade and not even feel tired.”
At the games, transplant recipients

PLEASE SEE GAMES, B2
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College notes -
M Wayne State _’
University signed three-

area athietes to fetters of
intent for cross country. -

\ Thurston's Meghan Wafer

and Livonig Stevenson's” -
Sarah Kearfott will run with
the women's team, while -
Catholic Central's David ~
Lucas wilf run for the men's
team.

Both Lucas and Wafer
were first-team All-
Observer last season.

. # Adam Miller
(Livonia) signed a letter of
intent to play hockey for
Ferris State University. -

Miller, a forward, had ..
46 points in 54 games
for the Des Molnes (lowa)
Buccaneers of the United
State Hockey league Iast
season, "

Tryouts

| Livonia Churchill will
hold boys golf tryouts on
at 10 a.m. on Aug, S and 6
at Whispering Willows ‘;
Goif Course. vl

For more informatlon, :
please call Paul at (248)
476-4493.

M Garden City will hoid
preseason conditioning:.
and trycuts for the - :
upcoming boys soccer -
season. i

Conditioning will begin _
Aug. 2 and run until Aug:

5. Each session runs from :
6-8 p.m. and will be at
Garden City Middle School.

For more information,
call Bill Torni at (734)
522-4094 or visit
http://members.aol. com/
gevsoccer.

Track honors -

The University of
Detroit-Mercy honored -
two area athletes in its*-
annual track awards. T-:z

Sophomore Tom Grant
(Farmington Hills/ Y
Catholic Central)
received the Coach's -
Award on the men's team
for his performance in ©:
the hurdles, as welt as :3
the long jump. ~

Maura Muicahy (Canton[
Liv. Ladywood) earned -
‘most improved honors i -
the Ionq jumponthe - ;.
women's team. Mulcahy i 1s
sixth all-time in the 800 -
meters for the Titans,

PCJBA registration

Registration for the -
Plymouth Canton Junict
Basketball Association’s -
2004-05 season wili be"-
held from 6-8 p.m. 'a’
Tuesday at the Salvation:
Army located at 9451 S.,n
Main in Plymouth. oo

The registration feeis -. .
$1i5 for the league, which -
includes boys and girls in -
grades third through elqhth

For more information,
contact Al Flower at
(734) 464-6830.

Golf notes -

Three area golfers per-
formed well at the Buick.
Junior Open ending
Thursday, heid at the
Spring Meadows Countrv
Clubin Linden.

for the boys, C

Plymouth's Adam Hogue.
- a Cathotic Central jun-:-
lor-to-be - finished ina {
tle for 24th by shooting-
three rounds of 75 for a
225 total. Canton’s  :
Philtip Marsh tied for -
34th overalf with rounds
of 76-74-78 - 228.

On the qiris side,

S e

o SEAT e

~ McHenry finished in 17th
The senior-to- be at

o e, e .
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ARAPOFF

FROM PAGE Bl

team’s players are in optlmal
physical condition to monitor-
i*g_;g the facility’s high-tech
saund system. .
«“I control the volume of the
stereo, but I usually let the players
¢hoose the music,” said Arapoff,
i’efemng to his least-important
responsibility with the Lions. ‘T tell
thiem that as long as they would
fg@l comfortablehstemngw the
song in the car with their parents,
then they can playitin here”
; ~The upcoming season will be
Arapoff’s fourth with the
Lions. He spent the previous
13 seasons in a similar capacity
with the Washington Redskins.
“(Lions president and chief

TOM HAWLEY ISTAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Detroit Lions linebacker Boss Balley, a second year starter works on leg curis with
Mondray Gee (right) strength/conditioning assistant af the Detroit Lions facility.

éxecutive officer) Matt Millen like moving again.” out there on Sunday afternoons,
and I developed a strong rela- Arapoff’s work days usually but they don’t see the commit-
tionship during his last season ~ begin around 6 am. whenthe play- ment that goes into it during the
playmg with the Redskins,” ers start filing into the team’s state- ~ week and the off-season.
Arapoff said. “When Matt _of-the-art training center, which “Look at Boss Bailey over
accepted the job with the includes everything from moun- there,” Arapoff said, gesturing
Lions, he asked me to join him  tains of free weights to whirlpools in the direction of the Lions’

as the team’s strength-and-con-  equipped with exercise bikes. second-year linebacker. “It’s the

middle of July and he’s in here
Workmg his tail off. My job is to
maximize the players’ ab:hty,
but their dedication to getting
better makes my job easier”

On most nights he doesn’t
leave the Lions’ Allen Park
practice facility until 7 p.m.
Despite the long hours, there's
nothing he'd rather be doing.

gditioning coach. It was difficult

K;}eave Washington because I
ed it there, but I couldn’t be

happler than where I'm at now.
.“I love the community, my

neighbors, downtown “I love this job because of the Each of the Lions players has
Plymouth. It couldn’t be better  players I get to work with,” a specific workout plan devel-
for myself and my family (wife  Arapoffsaid. “They're young, oped by Arapoff, The regimen is

structured based on a number
of variables, including the play-
er’s position, weight and age.
“We start with a large blue-
print for all the players in gen-

talented and in the prime of
their lives. The average fan does-
n't get to see the work that goes
into being a professional foot-
ball player. They see the players

Jennifer; and daughters Julia,
4, and 2-year-old twins Anna
and Alexa). In fact, I just told
Matt that we have to start win-
ning more because I don't feel

- CONDITIONING TIPS

Detroit Lions strength-and-condi-
tioning coach Jason Arapoff offered
the following tips for high school
football players who are gearing up
for practices beginning Aug. 9.

M Hydration - “Staying properly
hydrated is very important. Drink a
lot of water before, during and
after practices.”

B #&0 frequently - “Get
more rest than you think you need.
Get off your feet after practice.”

I Eat right - “Eat three square
meals a day with healthy snacks in
between. You should eat at least
five pieces of fruit a day and three
to four servings of vegetables.”

il Steep is vital - "Once practice
starts, try to go o bed at the same
time every night, the earlier the
better. Try to develop a regular
sleep routine.”

M Don't stop lifting - “In-season
training is very important. Even
after two-a-days start, you need o
keep lifting because once the sea-
son begins it's more important
than ever that you're strong.”

bk

eral, then that is broken down
into the different positions on
the team,” he explained. “For
example, a 185-pound defen-
sive back is going to have more
cardiovascular work thana
350-pound lineman.”

A vital tool for Arapoffis a
device that can measure each
player’s percentage of body fat.

“A player may come in before
training camp and tell me he lost
10 pounds since the end of last
season, Arapoff said. “Well, I
need to know if he lost 10 pounds
of muscle or 10 pounds of fat”

Arapoff said he works out on
a regular basis himself and fol-
lows the nutritional guidelines
that he designs for the players.

“It would be hypocritical if I
walked in here every day with a

~ big donut in my hand,” he said. .

“I think it’s important that I
practice what I preach. I won’t
ask a player to try something
(with the exercise machines)
unless I've tried it first myself”

During game days, Arapoff
handles a number of adminis-
trative duties for head coach
Steve Mariucci. He also serves
as the team’s “get-back” coach.

“When we make a big play
and the players on the side-
lines start celebrating and run-
ning towards the field, it's my
job to get between the players
and the field and yell ‘Get
back!,” Arapoff said. “It’s.a lot
like trying to prevent waves
from crashing onto the beach.”

Arapoff enjoyed a stellar col-
legiate football career at
Division II Springfield (Mass.)
College, where he played
defensive back from 1985-88.

“I was pretty fast for that
environment,” he said, smiling.
“But put me out there with our
players now, and, no, I would-
n't be considered fast. It’s all
relative, I guess.”

ewright®oa.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2108
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Here are the results of the Sixth
Annual Jud Kingsbury Memorial Junior
USTA Tournament, held on July 16-18 at
the Livonia YMCA, ~

Boys 18-Champion: James Steward;
Finafist: Ronald Rodgerson.

Boys 18-Consoclation winner: Ryan
Buck; Finalist: James Kiurski,

Boys 16-Champion: Adam Williams;
Finatist: Ryan Kingshury.

Boys 16-Consofation Winner: Michael
Nosanchuk; Finalist: Michael Horgan,

Boys 14-Champion: Kevin Karoub;
Finalist: Peter Rothstein.

Boys 14-Consolation Winner: Joel
Siegel; Finalist: Alex Edwards

Boys 12-Champion: Hunter Bielfield;
Finalist: Mihai Mihailescu. )

Boys 12-Consolation Winner: Corey
Goodstein; Finalist; Patrick Bowers.

.

Or WWW. htdconnect com

TENNS

Boys 10-Champion: Jonathan Zhou;
Finalist: Stephen Payne. i

Boys 10-Consolation Winner: Arthur
Pawlikowski: Finalist: Max Lee.

Girls 18-Champion: Ashley Moccia;
Finalist: Lindsay Zuhlke.

Girls 18-Consolation Winner: Kiersten
Pasley; Finafist: Chelsea Darouie.

Girls 16-Champion: Jennifer Naiepa;
Finalist: Saemee Chung,

-Girls té-Consolation Winner: Diana

“Ticu; Finalist: Elena Rose.
Girls 14-Champlion; Chioe Karoub;’

Finalist: Karen Karoub.
Girls 14-Consolation Winner: Austin
Lavaltii; Finalist; Natasha Dabrowski.
Girts  10-Champion: Rebecca
Michelson; Finalist: Maria Mihaitescu.
Girls 10-Consolation Winner: Jane
Ziecik; Finalist: Monica Behera.

*New customers only

@bserver GsEccentric |

hometownlife.com

GAMES

FROMPAGEBI

get a chance to talk about their -
unique shared experiences, .
which include taking medica- ',
tion for life to head off organ’ t
rejection. They also strive to
maintain white blood ¢ells to
guard against infection. =~

“They tell you to get exercise '
and eat healthy,” Kimm said.
“You try not to eat too much
junk food, and not to stay up
too late. I hardly ever go to
MecDonald’s anymore. Maybe -
once every two weeks and I just
get a sundae.”

Participants typlca]ly sell raffle
tickets to earn money to attend.

Kimm will play golf, his
favorite sport, at the games. He
has scored in the 90s. He'll also
participate in bowling and vol-
leyball.

_ The games close with a large
barbecue.

The home-schooled high
school senior said he'll seek a
career in radio or as an air traf-
fic controller. ,

Transplant Games sponsors
include by Novartis
Pharmaceuticals Corporation
and Purefecta and Gift of Life
Michigan. “Our goal is to show
the world that transplant recipi-
ents are leading healthy, dctive
lives,” said Dan Carney, presi-
dent and CEO of the National.
Kidney Foundation of Michigan.

To commemorate the 50th
anniversary of transplantation,
Dr. Joseph Murray who headed
the Boston team that per- .
formed the first successful kid~
ney transplant in 1954 will be
honored.

There are more than 80,000 -
Americans on the national
waiting list for organ trans-
plants, including more than
2,700 in Michigan.

According to Joseph Maiuri,
Team Michigan Chairman and
a kxdney donor to his son, “By
participating in the games these
athletes can help draw attention
to the critical need for increased i
organ donation in this country.”

For more information about
Team Michigan or to receive a
free organ donor card, contact
the National Kidney
Foundation of Michigan at
800-4:82-14.55 or visit i
www.nkfm.org. B
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http://www.bovitzcpa.com
http://www.drneedles.com
http://www.eazco.com
http://www.animalproinc.com
http://www.can-be.com
http://www.dia.org
http://www.oyomi.org
http://www.lawyers.com/marshalynntuck
http://www.johnrogin.com
http://www.hioutputbulbs.com
http://www.davisautooare.com
http://www.jiffymix.com
http://www.belangerbuiiders.com
http://www.mitchharris.net
http://www.tonyvanoyenbuilder.com
http://www.mistyscards.com
http://www.globalnetusa.org
http://www.nee-deep-in-ceramics.com
http://www.gardencity.org
http://www.howell.org
http://www.livonia.org
http://www.redfordchamber.org
http://www.historicvillagechapel.com
http://www.northviilemarquistheatre.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.neatstreetcleaiing.com
http://www.leadershipoakiand.com
http://www.a2cb.com
http://www.familydentist-sinardds.com
http://www.noviderrtal.com
http://www.smilemaker.org
http://www.ablserv.com
http://www.greenbergeye.com
http://www.micheyecare.com
http://www.michiganfiftiesfestival.com
http://www.fibers
http://www.andyshardwoodfloors.com
http://www.dandefloors.com
http://www.waehouseflooringoutlet.com
http://www.poisepilates.com
http://www.accentremodeling.com
http://www.identlam.com
http://www.oconneliinsurance.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.parshallvillepond.com
http://www.artisticconcretesolutions.biz
http://www.absolutesWnandbody.com
http://www.blumeno.com
http://www.cor-met.com
http://www.esirep.com
http://www.hamlettenvironmental.com
http://www.innovativelabacrylics.com
http://estanton.hometownelending.com
http://www.ciassicaudiorepro.com
http://www.flo-ritepaint.com
http://www.metroparks.com
http://www.club50news.com
http://www.equinetimes.com
http://www.eraalliancerealtycom
http://www.langard.com
http://www.onewayrealty.com
http://www.sfcrealty.com
http://www.weinnanuel.com
http://www.chrisksellshomes.com
http://www.clarkandfron.com
http://www.michiganfinehomes.com
http://www.martypouget.com
http://www.marieschires.com
http://www.rrrasoc.org
http://www.reproductive-medicine.com
http://www.seiectagender.com
http://www.sandcastlesonthebeach.com
http://www.albans.com
http://www.bistro127.com
http://www.ttalian-epicure.com
http://www.pasqualesrestaurant.com
http://www.stillwatergrill.com
http://www.voiceresume.net
http://www.umrc.com
http://www.outdoorpursuitslnc.com
http://www.astaff.com
http://www.mcfoam.com
http://www.mcsuipius.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.kellerwelldrilling.com
http://www.fpcbirmingham.org
http://www.heartofthehills.com
http://www.ourehepherd.net
http://www.rochesterfirst.org
http://www.unityoflivonia.org
mailto:ewright@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.nkfm.org
http://www.htdconnect.com
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Led by the league champi-
on Northville Broncos, the
South Division earned brag-
ging rights by winning the
Girls Incredible Fastpitch
Softball League all-star
game.

The South defeated the
North Division in nine innings
Thursday night at North
Farmington High School, 4-0.

“It was a fun end to the
season and a great reward for
some of the kids who did the
best job during the year,” said
North coach Marty Gold,
who guided the North
Farmington Peaches to arun-
ner-up finish.

Jenna Dumbleton, who led
the Broncos to the league title,
started and pitched four
innings for the South.

She gave up three hits,
struck out five and hit one bat-
ter. The South used three
pitchers and allowed five hits
overall.

The winners had seven hits
and two walks off six North
pitchers. Stephanie Leeb
(Hornets), Rachel Abruzzo
(Peaches) and Stephanie
Westcott (Flyers/Flash) threw
two innings apiece, and Dana
Velzy (Flyers/Flash), Meghan
Bahr (Hornets) and Ashley
Wrobel (Majestics) worked one

South All-Stars Shdrtstop Britney
Scero of Canton throws to first base
for an out during the second inning.

r softball win

PHOTOS BY JIM JAGDFELD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Canton's Erica Perkovich is ready to connect during the third inning.

inning each. Kelly Behr (Thunder) added Leeb and Marisa Ketchum

The South scored twice in an RBI single. (Rangers).
the first inning and added sin- | Bridget Hughes (Broncos), The South all-star roster also :
gle runs in the fourth and sev-  Dumbleton and the included Laura Zima, Broncos; Ladywood's Katie Saddison pitches for the South team in the 7th inning.
enth innings. . Plymouth Lightning’s Allison  Bridget Long, Cat Sidor, ' ' ‘

Christine Zawacki and Proodian and Amy Caves had  Livonia Gators; Britney Scero, Also representing the Ariana Beers, Farmington
Kristy Dadeen, both of whom  the remaining hits for the Erica Perkovich, Canton North were Katie Boland, Majestics; Sarah Elkus,

South.

The North hits came from
Stephanie Ramirez
(Flyers/Flash), Liz
Ghannam (Hornets), Velzy,

Michelle Lankowski, West
Bloomfield Blizzards; Tricia
Hackman, Amanda
McCrittal, Walled Lake
Wings; and Kaitlyn Cahill,
Beverly H1Ils Hawks.

Sydney Close, Jessica Gold,
Peaches; Brittni Adams,
Redford Rangers; Molly
McAuley, Farmington
Flyers/Flash; Mo McNeil,
Farmington Hills Hornets;

Cobras; Katie Zink, Kelly Behr,
Plymouth Thunder; Katie
Sandison, Brittriey Scarlett,
‘Livonia Sharks; and Ashley
Bonsall, Lisa Garbutt, Livonia
Lasers. .

Farewell Ford Road,

==\

LUMBER*MILLWORK

A Division of N.A. Mans and Sons » Family Owned Since 1900

played for the Broncos,
knocked in one run apiece
with a double. Jessica Pepp
(Livonia Lancers) drove in a
run with a groundout, and

Thanks for everything!
We're relocating to
expand and offer more |
to contractors and
project-minded
homeowners!

Hello Michigan Avenue!

Mans Lumber Canton is moving to 47255 Michigan Avenue.
734-714-5800 Opening Soon! Thanks for your patience! ___..........|

o

W om e

Redford’s Marisa Ketchum (sliding) had a hit for the North squad in the game.

FREE CHECKING
SAVES YOU BOTH.

"Now get free access to over 6,500 Bank One

‘Online Bill Pay that's simple, free,

*See the Bonk One Online Bill Payment Agreement for details, Member FDIC. ©>2004 JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Free_ One Checking. with direct deposit
gives you more of what you want

ond Chase ATMs nationwide

Branches throughout your area for

maximum convenience

and guaranteed* .

Maximum Strength is checkmg that's not
|usT free, it's checking that frees you up

BANK=ONE.

For More Information:
1-877-777-0711

motorcitycasino.com

mﬂmﬁﬁﬂy

CASINGD

See your casino host, Club Metro™
or visit motorcitycasino.com
for complete rules.

Grand River & The Lodge

L Mg ,';;;5,’,*, I you bet more than yous can afford 1o lase,
you've got & problem. Call 1-800-270-7117 |,

for free, confidential heip. -

Motorlity Lasino is an affiliate of Mandal Resort
Group. MotorCity Casing and Motorl no iogo
are trademarks of Detroit Enterta nmcnt, L€
©2004 Detrolt Entertainment, L.L.C. AH rights raumd
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BY PAUL BEAUDRY
STAFF WRITER

The seventh-seeded
Warriors continued their
upset-minded stretch
Thursday night and wound up
playing for a championship.

The Warriors dropped the
fourth-seeded Wildcats, 8-5,
thanks to a four-goal second
period and advanced to the
Metro Summer Hockey
League finals against the No. 2
seed Huskies at 7 p.m. tonight
at Suburban Training Center
in Farmington Hills.

The Huskies moved to the
finals with a 9-4 win over the
Broncos in Thursdav s othér
semi.

As for the Warriors, Ferris
State University recruit Dan
Riedel had three goals, while
Jordan Black (Canton) had
two. Brent Cooper had a goal
and two assists, Jason Moul
(Livonia/Thurston) had a goal
and an assist and Jason
Bloomingsburg had a goal.

Brandon Scere (Canton) had

 MSHL PLAYOFFS

three goals and an assist to
lead the Wildcats, while Ryan
Maki had a goal and two
assists and Zach Pearson had a
goal and an assist.

Chris Bahash and Jimmy
Spratt split time in the net for
the win, while Paul Soli tock
the loss got the Wildcats.

In the other semifinal,
Dwight Helminen and Asher
Hirshberg had two goals each
to lead the Huskies to the win.

Lars Helminen, Phil Pietila,
Trent Daavettila, Todd Pietila
and Dean Kangas all scored a
solo goal.

Chris Walsh, Zach MacVoy
(Livonia), Brett John
(Plymouth/Redford CC) and
Adam Abrahamson (Livonia)
all scored for the Broncos.

Joe Rutherford got the win
for the Huskies, while Stephen
Yu (Garden City) took the loss.

Broncos 2: Buckeyes 5: A
five-goal third period moved
the Broncos into the semifinals

on Wednesday night.

Pete.Pfeffer (Farmington
Hills/Redford CC) had two
goals and an assist, AJ Balaze
had a pair of goals, Adam
Abrahamson (Livonia) had a
goal and two assists, Brandon
Naurato (Livonia/Redford CC)
had a goal and an assist, and
Billy Burns (Livonia/Redford
CC) and Adam Stoner
(Livonia). Chris Walsh, Matt
Fortier (Livonia) and Teddy
Theodoroff had two assists
each.

Chad Kolarik scored three
goals to lead the Buckeyes,
while Ryan Ward and Brandon
Marineau had one each.
Stephen Madej got the win for
the Broncos, while Brian
Linley (Plymouth) took the
loss.

Warriors 6, Bulidogs 2:
The Bulldogs held a 2-0 lead
after the first period, but the
Warriors shut them down the
rest of the way, scoring six
unanswered goals on
Wednesday.

Jason Bloomingsburg

o §®% OEE Rose of Sharen,
Forsythia & Viburnum Bushes

Nursery * Margolis Nursery » Margolis Nursery. -

o ‘s

WESTLAND

WESTVIEW PLAZA
6024 N. Wayne Rd.,

734-721-2996

Good at participating PT lncations,
rentals start at $49.99 and ar
PT will match competitar’s pri

Tuxedo Rentals
Starting Aberererrrrrene

for your entire wedding party

FREE Groom’s Tuxedo Rental

Up to 100 FREE*
Wedding Invitations

9, Excndes

¢ Tree Roses...Now in Bloom!

Reg. $60.00
Now Only.

$29.95

o Perennials Many Varieties.
1 Ga||0n SIZG Only-------ssnge.

Washtenaw County's Largest
Authorized Dealer For...

9600 CHERRY HILL
(3 Miles W. of Beck)

?34»462»-@??'&
Open Mon.-Sat &-6

- % -
Larlson %afz

“with equal purchase

21 Locations in Michigan and Ohio

www.presidenttuxedo.com

fes Wizh 4 o ore paid remals, Newy segistrations anby, Nes valis w
the CK Coltection. Tusedi rental inchudes jacket panes.

19,99

UMLOCIC

MICHIGAN'S
»;} -y ¢l

PLYMOUTH
DOWNTOWN PLYMOUTH
Westchester Square Shops
580-3 Forest Ave.

it o offers. T
studs aned vl

OEQ8220849

team skill sessions in velocity
improvement, power hitting
and fielding.

Former minor league all-star
and Eastern Michigan Umversn;y
standout Mark Rutherford will
assist in the instruction.

For more information, call
Gordie Rutherford at (734~)
421-4928.

BASKETBALL

8 The seventh annual
Schooleraft-College Camp of
Champs (boys in grades 1-12) will
be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday
through Friday, Aug. 2-6, at the
Physical Education Building.

The camp features Schoolcraft
men’s basketball coach Carlos
Briggs, SC assistant and former
NBA player Fred Cofield, along
with Farmington High varsity
coach Steve Norgrove.

The cost is $125 per player.
For more information, call
the Schoolcraft College athletic
_department at (734) 462-4400,

ext. 5249.

pbeatidfy@oe.nomecomm.n

734) 9532106

Annua1 PercentageY!elds (APYs) are effectlve as o! 7/01/04 are sub]em to. change Money ‘Market Accounts must maintain a mmlmum
balance of $1,499.99 orless o earn .95% APY; $1,500-$4,009.99 to earn .95 % APY; $5,000-$24,999.99 to sarn 2.01% APY; $25,000 or
areater to earn 2,01 % APY. Certificates of  Deposit require a minlmum batance of $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce
=amings.

istt ife Bank, N.A, Member FDEC FDIC INSURED

LO401369Q(exp0106}MLB-LD

0768

e T
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}CJBSA REGISERATION

The Canton Community
funior Baseball Softball
\ssociation will be holding its

04 Open Fall Co-ed Baseball
’egls@ratlon on Saturday, Aug.

7, from 1 p.m.-6 p.m. in the
&rts II room of the Summit in
he Park, located at 46000
Summit Parkway in Canton.

Registration is open to boys
mnd girls ages 4-18 who are
esidents of Canton, Plymouth
»r who attend school in the
>CCS school district, All regis-
rants must show proof of age
ind residency at the time of
egistration. Fees will range
rom $70-$110 for rec leagues.

Forms are also available in
he lobby at the Summit and
:an be mailed in with a copy of
rour child’s birth certificate
ind fee to the address on the
lyer.

All fees are non-refundable.
>ayments should be made to
“CJIBSA in cash, money order
r personal check with a local
iddress. Credit or debit cards.
tre not aceepted.

Practices will start during
he final week of August with -
sames starting after Labor
Day. The season will run until
he latter part of October.

For more information on
eagues for kids aged 4-13, call
“hris Angel at (734) 981-3007.
Questions regarding leagues
nvolving kids aged 14-18, con-
act Bob Unis at (734) 454-
725,

Those interested in coaching
thould note their interest on
he registration form. .

SOFTBALL LEAGUE

The Plymouth Recreation
Jepartment will be running
wo Men’s fall softball mini-
eagues. Class D and below will
1n Tuesdays and Thursdays,
wvhile Open class will play on
Viondays and Wednesdays.

All games will be played at
Jon Massey Field in
lymouth.

New team registration
regins on Aug. 9 and will end
Aug. 13 or until the leagues are
ull. Registration is for teams
»nly. The season starts Sept. 7.

For more information,
>lease call (734) 455-6620 ext.
302, or visit www.ci.ply-
riouth.mi.us.

3ASEBALL TRYOUTS

The Michigan Indians Ul5

baseball team will hold tryouts
from 6-8 p.m. on Aug. 5, 12°
and 19 at Walled Lake Middle
School.

The team will play in the
Michigan Superior League,
play in six tourneys and train
at Total baseball.

For more information, call
Aaron Knieper at (248) 668-
0166 or (248) 219-8205. He
can also be reached by e-mail
at arknieper@aol.com.

CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Toledo Speedway will hold

-~ its first Classic Car Show today.

The event is an open run for
individuals as well as car clubs.
The highlight of the event -
held rain or shine - will be a
cruise around the } mlle paved
oval track.

‘Registration and set-up .
begins at 7 a.m., while the show
runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pre-
registration is $10 per car. The
first 200 entrants will get a
goodie bag, while the first 400
will receive dash plaques and a
T-shirt. Other activities will
include a 50/50 charity raffle,
car club choice awards and a
banner contest; Top 10 awars,
Best ‘50’s car, a swap meet, a
flea market and more.

Admission is $2 per person
with concession stands avail-
able. No outside coolers, bot-
tles, cans or grills will be per-
mitted.

Entries are available at the
track or by calling Larry Jacobs
at (419) 476-4557, Rick Saam
at (419) 353-1938 or Duane
Golden at (419) 833-7841.

For more irfformation, call
the track at (419) 727-1100 or
visit the/website at
www.arcaracing.com,

FALL BASEBALL LEAGUE

Total Baseball, 30990
Wixom Road, Wizom, will be
running a series of fall basebail
leagues on Saturdays including
ages 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14,
along with a high school
Saturday and Sunday wooden
bat league beginning Aug,. 14

There are 12 games per sea-
son (plus playoffs for qualify-
ing team). - |

The cost is $225 per individ-
ual or $1,399 per team (includ-
ed is umpire and field fees).
You can register online at
www.total-baseball.com.

For more information, call
(248) 668-0166.

Total Baseball, 30990
Wixom Road, Wixom, is offer-
ing private lessons and train-
ing for softball and baseball
(ages 6-18). .

Pro and college instructors
will focts in pitching, hitting
and field.

- Lessons are by appointment
only. The cost is $35 per half-
hour or $165 for five lessons.

The facility will also hold its
annual baseball and softball
hitting camps from 9 a.m.-
noon on Aug. 9-11 The camps
are for ages 7-17.

The cost is $120 per p}ays
with a second child gettmg a
$10 discount.

For more 1nformat10n, call
(248) 668-0166; or visit www-

- totalbaseball.com. You can also

e-mail totalbballwixom.com.
PLAYERS WANTED -

Waza FC is looking for play-
ers for an U10 and U13 gxrls

. soccer team,

For more information, call
Colleen Debolski at (248) 477-
1252 or e-mail wazaclubman-
ager@hotmail.com.

SKATEBOARD CONTEST

The Livonia Parks and
Recreation Departiment is hold-

ing a skateboarding contest,

sponsored by PLUSkateboarding,
at 5 pam. on July 30 at the Livonia
Community Recreation Center
Skate Park.

The contest has divisions for
beginner, intermediate and
advanced boarders.
Registration begins at 4:15 the
day of the event at the park and
the entry fee is $5. Helmets are
required to compete.

For more information, call

iRob at (248) 426-0899.

LIVONIA REC LEAGUES

The Livonia Parks and
Recreation Center is looking
for teams for its mens basket-
ball and co-ed adult volleyball
leagues.

The basketball league will

play on Wednesdays with game

times each hour from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. The fee is $250 plus
officials and will be held at the
Livonia Community
Recreation Center main gym.
There is an eight team maxi-
mum with 12 players per team.
The volleyball league will
also go on Wednesdays at the

|_SPORTS ROUNDUP

BASEBALL-SOFTBALL LESSONS

LCRC MAC gym. The fee is
$250 per team with an $11 per
team, per game fee for officials.
There is a six-team maximum
with 10 players per team. .

For more information, call
(734) 466-2918.

MU X-COUNTRY

Madonna University will offer
cross country as a varsity sport

for men and women, beginning

with the 2005-06 school year.’
The programs will begin
play and compete for champi-
onships in both the Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Conference

and National Association of

Intercollegiate Athletics in that

season. The sport will bring
the number of varsity pro-
grams the school offers to 11
No coach has been named yet
and the school will begin its
search for one immediately.
Athletic director Bryan Rizzo is
beginning the search for a head
coach for both teams. Resurnes

and cover letters can be sent to his

attention at 36600 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia, MI, 48150,

- GOLF: THE MUSICAL

* Meadow Brook Thea.tfe is

offering a chance to watch golf .

and play golf.
“Golf: The Musical,” an offm

. Broadway play will appear at

the theatre from Aug. 25-Sept.
19, in its only Michigan per-
formance. The play features 18
songs and is perfect for the
golfer or golf widow.

The golfer will like the fact
that by ordering tickets now,
they will be entitled to golf
Oakland University’s private
Katke-Cousins Golf Course.

For more information, call
‘the Meadow Brook Theatre’s

"box office at (248) 377-3300 or :

visit www.mbtheatre.com.

| 9th Annual NOVI
ART FESTIVAL

Copper Scuipture by Ruby

Saturday and Sunday

July.31 & August 1, 2004 ¢ 10am - 5pm
Outdoor juried art festival featuring the work of

over 100 artists from across the nation.
-Located at Novi and Grand River Roads, south of 1-95 in Novi.

FREE ADMISSION ¢ FINE ART » LIVE MUSIC
For more information cali 954-472-3755

Sponsored By:

@hsmeﬁm?tm 7 \2515{’.‘”&’,5{ 39,
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DO YOU WANT TO
 INCREASE EXPOSURE
'TO YOUR CUSTOMERS?

1 Do you need your advertising to be AFFORDABLE'AND AVAILABLE
24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK? Then call HomeTown
Directories ot 1.800.338.5970. With 21 directories serving Southeast
Mtchagané we'll expose you o your customers and your customers to you.
Don’t miss this great opportunity to reach the customers in your ared.

CALL TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD!

1-800-338-5970  HOMET0WN

www.finditnow.com ¢ www.bometowniﬂe.com

w”W DIRECTORIES

ResmeFown Crnvimiontines Nosoork™ Pbifensions

Kathesky » Michigan « Ghlo

ROLLEFR HOCKEY

Scpfembcr ] §th——October 51st

Tcam ]:cc: $800
Don't have a team?

Wc’" find one for you.
Inéivi&ual [ee: 5100+ $2,0jcrscg fee

8 Games + F]agoﬁs

Registration Deadline: .Scpt. g

+ 5ing[c [ limination Toumamcn‘t

ﬁurrg, rcglstratson deadline is Juig 26

DG

August .Z”deugust Zﬁrd
Mixed Leagues

Team[ee: $200

1

4 gamcs'

t}‘l

7

(734) HV-SPORT 46245 Michigan Ave. in Canton

MULTESPORT KIDS CAMP
Mondagwl:rida Y, June I‘!ﬂ—Aug. .7.7‘Ch
Fu"—-Dag $189/week (Agcs: 7-12)
(8:50 am—4:%0 Pm)
Haif~Dag $99/week (Ages: 5-8)
(8:30 am—12:00 pm or 1:00 pm-—4:00 pm)
Multi-sport camp for boys and girls.

Socccr, Hag?ootbaﬁ, floor hockeg, voﬂegba”,
‘ basl«:tba", & much more!

2" Child/chk, Save $25!
34 Child AWeek, Save $50!

AsL about our

Instructional Soccer (linics

HIGHVELOCI

SPORTS

Sma“ Stars (§~+ 3¢ar o[c!s) ;

Kicks with Kid5=(+;7 year olds) |
Skiﬂ Acceieration CamP (8~l 2 yrs. ol&),‘
Goa“«:cpcr’, Strikcr, & Adult classé;.

Go to hvsPobrts.com {:or afull schedule.

TY

POF OEW

www.hvsports.com
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http://www.arcaracmg.com
http://www.total-baseball.com
mailto:ager@hotmail.com
http://www.mbtheatre.com
http://www.ArtFestival.com
http://www.finditiiow.CGiR
http://www.hv
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ong after the excitement of

competition has subsided

and the smoke has cleared,
the officjal results are in for the
91st Annual Greater Detroit
Bowling Association chainpi-
onship tournament.

While the allocated space on
this page would not accommo-
date all of the winners and
those who cashed, the follow-

-ing is a list of bowlers from the ]
Observer & Fccentric cities
who finished in the top 10 in
any category they would be
competing in. Cash prizes are
shown in parenthesis,

Singles Handicap: seventh -

place winner; Richard E. Haist
of Livonia, 780 ($100); eighth
place, Matthew J. Kowalczyk of
Garden City, 778 ($90);
Singles Scratch: sixth place,
Paul A, March of Southfield,
770 ($80); 10th place,
Kowalczyk, 746 ($60); All-
Events Handicap, fourth place,
Kowalezyk, 2,244 ($180);
eighth place, Michael J. -
Motrinc of Livonia, 2,185
(8130); All-Events Scratch;
third place, Kowalezyk, 2,148
($125); fourth place, Jason G.
Johnson of Southfield, 2,146
($100); Team Scratch, seventh
place, Plaza Lanes of Canton,
3,448 ($100); eighth place,
Storm No. 1 from Garden City,
3,440 ($100); Doubles
Scratch, 10th place, David
Mahaz/Lonnie Jones of

Southfield, 1,383 ($80).

The first and second spots
were top-heavy with the prize -
money, so it takes a few more
strikes along the way to move up
to the top in each category. Our
local lads did pretty well, except
that the East Siders came away

8919 MIDDL
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und in

. : ‘ : is looking for a varsity lacrosse ~ Redford is looking for girls
nf r e s u s coach. ; v ‘ basketball coaches for its sev-
- Resumes canbe faxed to ath-  enth and eighth grade basket-

- Heights. Remember Monday,
- Aug. 23, at 7 p.m. for the John P,

- whole new ballgame this time,

T A
wiwhornetownlife.cor

COACHING OPENINGS

416-2925,

W Redford Catholic Central W Hilbert Junior High in

letic director Bob Santello at ball teams. ,
o (813) 534-~7110. For more To apply, send a resume to

This is a unique service on information, call Sastello at Redford Union High School,
behalf of all leagues. The volun- (313) 534-2798, . 17711 Kinloch, Redford, MI,
teer directors who run the show W Canton High School is 48240, attn: athletic director
will also hand out the necessary looking for a girls swimming Brett Steele, or call him at
supplies for the secretaries — coach. For more information, (313) 242-4270.
awards forms, rule books contact Canton athletic direc- W Plymouth High School is
schedules, secretaries instruc-  tor Sue Heinzman at (734) * searching for head coaches for
tion sheet, individual bowler ‘
record sheets and a yearbook. )

Even thosé officers of non-
sanctioned leagues are wel-
come to attend. There is no
charge, and the information
given out can only make it eas-
fer to run a bowling league.

Upcoming dates to take
action: Saturday, Aug. 14, for

THE
Brian Voss at Tim Wieczoreks PICTU RE
bowling clinic all day at Five- .
el PLACE.

Life is all about pictures. Pictures

are everywhere, on your television,
. your computer and in your

W The next American

Bowling Congress nationa) hometown newspapers. )
onvention will be March 16-20 | We take some great ones. If we ever publish one

n Baton Rouge, La. Actually, it s
will be the first United Stater taken by our stal-ff photogn:apher that YOl.J d .l ike §o
keep or share with your friends and family, just go

owling Congress convention
and tournament. It will be a online with your credit card handy and place your
order at 1l ) '

wwiv. hometowniife.com/oereprints.
Your choices include reprints of individual photos,
full pages and laminated front pages mounted on
|- quality wood plaques.

the merger having been voted
on and enacted this year.

the following athletic tehsis:
boys freshmen soccer, diving -
coach for the boys and girls ;
swim teams, boys freshimién §;
basketball, boys varsity cross’
country, girls varsity cross co)
try, football coaches at all lev
and girls freshmen basketbal
To apply for one of these

positions, send a resume to+
Plymouth High School - Terry i
Sawchuk, Athletice Director,

8400 N. Beck Road, Canton,
MI 48187. For more informa-

_wWww.hometownlife.com/oereprints- -

o Public can witness cavairy
drifls, pageantry at civic center

PAGE ON PLAQUES l
11°x13” $79.95
16”x22” 99,95

[ PHOTO REPRINT FULL PAGE.REPRINT

57" #14.95 - 8117 29,95
8"x10” %24.95 13"x19” %49.95
117x14” $34.95 ’

esyues 4 ek e komd o 1 ORI e D B ] -
B 1 rooh s0ws v $10.580, 6k s 187 3045 M]

Sheomiriniey

THE

NEWSPAPERS

Note: Our photo database was established in January 2004 and should
include pictures taken by our photographers since then. If you are unabile
to find the photo(s) you wish to purchase, click on “Special Requesis”,
enter the information requested, and we will make every effort to find it

bserver & Eccentric

WHERE HOMETOWRN STORIES UNED)

CE08233726.6P%

CUSTOMER SERVICE: 866-887-2737

For custom prints for commercial purposes, contact the Marketing Deparivne - .0 "+ 9572040

Approx 36 -17/5" x 8" /2" slices
ar 12" x 18" tray

. 233927 PEPPERIDGE FARBM hospitality, and a paw of tickets for:

9

NASCAR NEXTEL Tickets |
August 20, 21, and 22 at!

Friday— Qualifying
NASCAR BUSCH Series and the NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series;
Saturday-Cabela's 200/NASCAR BUSCH Race: and

Winners receive
overnight
accemmodations for
Friday and Saturday
nights, chalet

Ty

Sunday—GFS Marketplace AQO/NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Race.

T W T e

' ' e S o2 ﬁég Flrst prize Winners receive a
Bite-size crackers, Approx. 28 “"?lr's [~ pair of tickets to Sunday’s GFS
N .. : C, i i ; szs e
servings per 31 oz container, b G

o B i Marketplace 400/NASCAR
NEXTEL Cup Racs, with chalet hospitality included.

s

N e e

e

Save at least $.20

o) Winners recsive a pair of tickets | !
£ to Friday’s Qualifying Day and |
Saturday Cabsla's 200/
NASCAR BUSCH Race, with
chalet hospitality included.

i
1 Name; ‘ :
i i
j Address; f
1 i
i ' . -
g Sty State: 1
i i
; Zip:. Phene: § '

1 No purchass necessary. All srdries must be recalved by Sunday, Aug. 1. 2004 §
§ & closing. Entries must be droppsd off at QES Marketpiace stores. Drawing i
1 wilt e held Thuraday, Aug. 5. 2004, Must b 18 years or clder o enter. Limi
ot valry per person. Winnets will be noliffed and pasted on the GFS Markelplace
website. GFS amployess not elighle to win, For the nesrest ﬂ

For a store location near you,

?
* ‘
visit us at www.gfsmarketplace.com iocaton, call 1-600-968-6525 or visk us on the web 2l
1 vaw glsmarkeiplace.com,

&nummm-mma-mmmunwmwmmmmmmnm

§
i
-+



http://www.gfsmarketplace.com
http://www.gfsmarkstplace.com
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P_héen’ix
rises to
enrich lives

hen Paul Sutherland
was at Canton High
School, he wanted to
create a band.

“The band program at
PCEP was very focused on
quality of performance and
competition, there wasn’t
really an all-inclusive group
where students could escape
the pressures involved in
that,” he said. “A band at
sporting events was always
something [ wanted tobe a
part of, and the lack of such a
band at the park created a
very wide gap between the
music and athletic programs
that I wanted to try and
bridge.”

That’s how the band
Phoenix began. These young
musicians have found what
they love to do and now
they’re looking for a way to
get paid (and continue their
education). They've per-
formed at Art in the Park and
will headline the Aug. 4
Music in the Park Hometown
Kids concert.

Phoenix band members are
from Salem’s and Canton’s
classes of 2002-06: Eric “Pi”.
Bottorf}, baritone; John
Georgievski, electric guitar;
Stephanie “Holly” Kozlowski,
assistant manager (EMU —
elementary education); Dan
McClain, trumpet (EMU —
music education); Joe
Murphy, trombone; Kyle
Peters, trumpet; Pete
Pietryga, trumpet and vocals;
Brian Roberson, trumpet and
keyboards (EMU — English);
Kris Sensabaugh, alto sax
(EMU); Paul Sutherland,
trombone, vocals, manager
(CMU — communications
and music); Jeff Thieleman,
drums; Ron “Bass X”
Thieleman, electric bass &
vocals (Concordia — music);
Matt Ucinski, clarinet,
{(EMU); and “Vink” Andrew
Vink, alto sax.

The sound of music from
Phoenix is brassy and unigue.
Add in Paul’s philosophy
about music and you have the
beat that makes this group so
appealing to audiences:
“Friendship is what makes
the people in the band make
music well together and has
made the experience valuable
to everyone. Playing music is
how we get together as a
group of friends. The fun of
being musicians together is
what drives us.

“Music is about more than
being good. At its heart, it’s
really just about having fun;
not just as a performer, but
as a member of an audience.
When we know the audience
and the band is having fun, it
creates a connection, and
that connection is a part of
what makes performing
music truly meaningful.”

Adults want to provide
every opportunity for young
people to learn and accom-
plish their goals. We're will-
ing to drive them everywhere
they have to go and spend
money.

But we also have to be will-
ing to step back every once in
a while and let kids do what
they do best — to play and to
amaze us with their creativity
and spirit.

Ron Thieleman’s dad
taught him how to play the
acoustic guitar at age 5.

Ron was one of those mid-
dle school kids who went to
the high school at 7 a.m. for
orchestra class and then
shuttled back to the middle
school for six more classes. In
addition to playing with
Phoenix, he’s a studio musi-
cian.

After years of taking music
classes, Ron is teaching pri-
vate music lessons to any-
where from eight to 21 stu-
dents.

Ron said that musie
“enriches his life.” Now
Phoenix is enriching ours.
And the beat goes on.

Deb Madonna is a Plymouth
Township resident and a reqular
contributor to the Observer. She
can be reached via e-mail at clari-
on@storyteflerdesign.com
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ustin LaVoie
stretches his
arms as far as
possible to test his flexibil-
ity. The 9-year old boy likes
challenging himself on equip-
ment in the fitness area of St.
Joseph Mercy’s Health
Exploration Station in Canton.
In fact, he had so much fun on
a field trip with his class from
St. Michael’s School in
Livonia, he and older brother
Brendan signed up for the

Campers
- discover inner
- workings of
human body

“Amazing Me”
camp created for
second through
fourth grade
students.
Earlier,
Justin watched
eagerly as
Station coordi-
nator Cheryl
Mclnerney dis-
sected a cow’s eye-
ball. Brendan
turned away finding the
activity “gross.” The rest of the
campers, like Justin, were
mesmerized by the eye’s inner
workings. Once completed
though, they couldn’t wait for
a trip down to the lower level
health education center that’s
designed like the inside of a
giant human.

Throughout the year, fami-
lies and the public can visit the
colorful Exhibit Gallery every
fourth Thursday of the month
for free. »

“I like the fitness stuff;” said

Justin LaVoie of Canton. “I
think I might get a little
stronger each time, It's taught
me to take care of myself”

Brendan grabs onto a bar
that makes his heart beat
audible.

“I like listening to the heart
beat cause I want to see what
my heart beat is,” said
Brendan.

“Can you make it go faster?”
asks McInerney.

Brendan begins doing jump-
ing jacks then grabs onto the
bar. The heart beat increases
in speed with the exertion.

The Health Exploration
Station compels visitors of all
ages to learn about the body
and health with colorful dis-
plays and signs that explain
the role of various organs and
systems. Kids can crawl
through a large intestine while

or learn about how smoking

“Amazing Me" campers Tom Stachowski (left), Max Reed and Adam Ronk crowd around Cheryl McInerney as she dissects a cow eyeball in a fesson about anatomy. o

AMAZING ME

STORY BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN e PHOTOS BY MONICA FOUTS

Top above, Justin LaVoie learns about the human heart at an interactive com-
adults test their blood pressure puter station at the Health Exploration Station in the St. Joseph Mercy -

Medical Center. Abave, Tom Stachowski explores an exhibit featuring a large

PLEASE SEE CAMPERS, €3  Center in Canton,

intestine at the Health Exploration Station in St. Joseph Mercy Medical
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Four-year-old Christian Conrad, diagnosed with autism in 2001, now tells his mother he loves her and even kisses his
sister, basic functions he coufdn’t do before beginning therapy.

;
-
»

\

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Three years ago, David and
Monique Conrad started the
Christian Conrad Benefit for
Autism Awareness as a way to
help offset the cost of caring
for their son, diagnosed with
autism in 2001.

With the help of an incredi-
ble team of volunteers and
medical professionals,
Christian has made enough
progress that he now kisses his
“sissy,” tells his mommy he
loves her and can functionina
group setting.

With her own son showing
that much progress, Monique
Conrad is beginning to turn
the benefit into a crusade to
help people learn as much as
they can about autism.

“This is much more than,
‘Please give money to my son,”
said Conrad, a Farmington
Hills resident. “There are par-
ents and grandparents out

enefit offers a chance to help fight autism

there who are hopeless, who
think, ‘We can’t do that’ We
want to help” -

. The third annual benefit is
scheduled for 11 aum. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, July 31, at the
Wilcox Picnic Pavilion in
Hines Park in Plymouth. .
Funds raised go directly. ‘
toward helping Christian, with
10 percent of the proceeds
being given to William
Beaumont Hospital’s Hope
and Care programs.

This year’s fund-raiser will
feature the usual games and a
“moon bounce” for the kids,
clowns and face painting and
free lunch, including gluten-
free snacks. It will also feature
a silent auction for the first
time. -

Speakers include Monique
Conrad, sensory learning spe-~
cialist Becky Good, speech
pathologist Lorraine Zaksek

- and applied behavioral analy- ‘

PLEASE SEE AUTISM, B3
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