Play in Plymouth

The 24th Annual

Plymouth Art in the Park.

is coming soon,
~INSERTED SECTION

Set and the city

Local designers make

over loft for HGTV.
' SECTION C

£ 3

Wait for Moose -

Moose & Da Sharks, in
a concert originaily
scheduled for June 10,
have been re-scheduted
for 7:30 p.m. Aug.12 in
the amphitheater at
Heritage Park.

Rudition call

Spotlight Players will
hold auditions for Joseph
and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
at 6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 8
(children 6-12, with
unchanged voices),
Monday, Aug. 9 (adults)
and Tuesday, Aug. 10 (if
required), in the Ash
Room in the Summit,
46000 Summit Parkway,
Canton,

- Bring a non-returnable
photo. Adults should be
prepared to sing and
bring sheet music for 16
bars of a non-Joseph
song. A dance sequence
wil be taught. No prepa-
ration needed by chil-
dren. N

Performances are at
The Village Theater in
Canton'in October.

Call the director at
(248) 661-3696 or log on
to www.spotlightplay-
ers.net.

Summer splendor

The Plymouth
Community Arts Council
is accepting entries for
its August art exhibit,
“Summer Splendor." This
first ever memorial show
is in honor of longtime
Arts Council artist and
voluntear Dea Schulte,

The show will be non-
juried and.open to the
first 40 artists submit-
ting framed two-dimen-
sional work depicting
scenes of summer.

The exhibit will be open
to the public Aug. 4-28.
To request an entry form
or for more information,
call the PCAC at (734)
416-4278.
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BY KHRISTOPHER J. BROOKS
STAFF WRITER

The Board of Trustees con- -
tributed to Canton’s cultural
arts master plan by giving input
during Tuesday’s study session.

The group voiced their opin-
ions on what constitutes art and
whether the community is
ready for controversial pieces.

“I think we have a lot of work

.to do before we can bring them

along to be exposed,” said

Township Supervisor Tom Yack.

“I don’t think we're there yet.”
The trustees said they depend

on the cultural arts commission

and the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill to give the commu-
nity a sense of establishment.

Consultant Brenda Terrell,
who facilitated the chat, con-
ducted several focus groups
with the Canton community
and individual residents. Some
of her questions made the
trustees discuss the cultural arts
commission,

“I want to hear from you, As
you created the cultural arts
commission - why did you do
it?” she asked.

Township Clerk Terry
Bennett answered.

“I think the cultural commis-

www.hometownlife.cdm

‘sion has a responsszhty to

assess where the community is
and develop programming
where the commumty is at,”
Bennett said.

Yack said the commission will
have a challenge when trying to
provide cross-cultural events.

The intentions for the Village
Theater also came vp during
the talk,

“We know that when the the-
ater is open Canton will be dif-
ferent in a year - it'll be differ-
ent in six months,” Terrell said.

The board agreed that the

" theater should be a venue for

local and regional artists.

©2004 HoMeETowN Comwmcm

Trustees explore art expectations

i

“I think we have talent outin
the community that we don’t
know about,” Bennett said. “I

“ know we have musical talent

galore in the children.”

Trustee Elaine Kirchgatter
said the success of the theater
depends on word of mouth,

“Another sign of success is
outsiders recognizing that
Canton is a different place
Yack said.

‘Along with understanding
the community’s acceptance of
what art is, Terrell wanted to
know the board’s tolerance
level.

Yack said his art tolerance

S NE:I'WORK

level is low because, “if you're
not careful, you're going to turn
people off” But, trustee Bob
Shefferly had a slightly different
point of view.

“I'd like to see something that
appeals to everybody,” he said.

The board said the commis-
sion and the theater will make
the community more involved
in the arts. .

“I think in a year’s time it
(Canton) will all of a sudden be-

.some place and later on we will

push the envelope,” Bennett

. said.

kbrooks@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

BY KHRISTOPHER J. BROOKS
STAFF WRITER

The Four Seasons Internet
Cafe recently opened for
business and owners Debra
and Jahan Azizi say its a
place for teens to hang out.

“There really isn't a place
for kids to go in Canton,”
Jahan Azizj said. “I think
that’s important to have a
place like this for kids.”

Complete with six
Internei-ready PCs, the
2,805-square-foot establish-
ment is equipped with
Internet ports ready for cus-
tomers to use their laptop
computers. “It’s extremely
fast and that’s all a free serv-
ice,” Debra Azizi said, .

The cafe has two dining
areas, a study and a lounge.
The two dining areas feature
two flat plasma screen TVs,

“Everything is wireless
(Internet) in here,” Debra
Azizi said about the loung-
ing area.

New Internet Cafe
becomes a gathering place

PHOTOS BY HONICA FOUTS | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tierra Williams and Rafael Fuller 1 sip on drinks while surfing the Web af the new 4 Seasons Internet Cafs in Canton.

Loqqmq on

The cafe is decorated with
light blue abstract art, which
matches the walls and the
dining room chairs,

Debra Azizi said local
businessmen meet in her
store every morning,

“I also have a women’s
book club that meets here,”
she said.

Customers are served by a
crew of teenage employees.

“It’s a great crew, they do
everything and they do it~
well,” Debra Azizi said.

The Four Seasons Internet

Andrew Hafell sits in front of his personal laptop-computer while study-
ing physics in a cozy home office-like corner of the 4 Seasons !nternet
Cafe in Canton.

Cafe has nine employees

ranging from age 16 to 19,

Shane Azizi, 19, is one of
those employees.

“We get in here around
4:30 a.m. and we have to get
the radio going and Internet
running and TVs on all the
right channels,” Shane Azizi
said. -

Shane Azizi of Canton,
works Monday through
Friday. He opens the cafe,
around 5 a.m., and said the

most frequently ordered
item during his shift is one
of the eight different freshly
brewed coffee drinks.
“Toward the end of my
shift I start seeing people
come in and get our sand-
wiches,” he said. .
The Azizis’ top marketmg
plan is word of mouth.
Because the cafe is three
weeks old, they hope their
customers will tell the com-
munity how pleasant the shop

‘prices, Jahan Azizi said.

is, “Well it’s a real nice and
clean setup, it's a real classy -
setup and the Internet (serv-
ice) is free,” Shane Azizi said.
One way the Four Seasons
Internet Cafe plans to retain
customers is by offering low

“Really, nothing is higher
than $4.95,” Debra Azizi
said.

kbrooks@oe homecomm.net
(734} 459-2700

Compromise
offered in
Big Boy
statue battle

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

With potentially no end in sight to
the continuing legal battle over the
plump Big Boy statue - balancing a
hamburger platter - that stands in
front of the Canton restaurant, town-
ship officials are offering a compromise.
" “We're not going to reach closure,”
said Supervisor Tom Yack, referring to
court hearings as he introduced the
possible compromise to his colleagues
at a study session Tuesday night.

The statue ~ which has been the
focus of about four district court hear-
ings ~ may remain outside the Ford
Road restanrant, under the proposed
compromise reportedly under discus-
sion by township atiorney Ron Witthoff
and attorney David Lawrence, who rep-
resents restaurant owners Tony and
Rana Matar.

“They would keep the statue and we
move on,” Yack said.

But it's not that simple. The Matars
may keep the statue as long as it is
moved to a landscaped area of property.

" The words Big Boy that are under the
statue’s bib, however, have to go. The
Matars also have a Big Boy sign on
Ford Road.

If the statue ever broke or was too
damaged for repair, the Matars would
not be allowed to replace it with alarg- _
er statue, Yack said,

The proposed compromise comes as

* the attorneys and the Matars return to
35th District Court Friday morning, At
the last hearing in June, Judge Ron
Lowe asked Witthoff to produce docu~
ments pertaining to the Big Boy case,
including affidavits from the township —"
supervisor, board members, planning
commissioners, zoning board of
appeals members and building depart-_
.ment employees,

After the Matars received their first
ticket, Yack wrote a letter to the couple

'~ saying the statue was OK. The ZBA

then said Yack didn’t have authority to

send such the letter. The Matars
received ancther ticket. According to
Lawrence, Yack has since written a
number of letters about the case. -

Meanwhile, the Canton Planning
Commission will revisit the sign ordi-
nance that the Matars were charged

" with violating by havin gthe Ford Road

PLEASE SEE BIG BOY, A4

Candldate calls humself J moderate Democrat’

We are under way with coverage of the
2004 election. In each issue, we witl
highfight one of the 10 Republican and
Democratic candidates vying for one of
the four, four-year seats on the Canton
Township Board of Trustees. The 10 can-
didates will be on the Aug. 3 primary
ballot.

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Don’t call him a flaming liber-
al just because he is a Demaocrat.
“I am for working families,”
Bill Rice said. “1 am a born-
again Christian with strong

family values.
“You can have a
Democratic
Christian as
much as you can
| havea
Republiean
Christian.”
Rice Rice, 52, is .
one of 10 candi-

dates who is seeking one of the
four open trustee seats on the
Canton Township board. And he
is one of two Democrats in the
race. Godfrey Aguwa is the
other Democrat.

A 19-year Canton resident,

cToN ELECTION

Rice, who is retired from
General Motors, said he finally
has time to work in the commu-
nity. “I always told my wife that

when I retire, I want to get
involved in the local communi-
ty,” said the former union stew-
ard and international health
and safety representative,

Rice is a member of the board -

of directors for the Unified
Credit Union (formerly the
Willow Run Credit Union) and

§ i :
former Plymouth Symphony
Board of Directors. He also is a INDEX Em
graduate of the Leadership Apartments _F1 | Jobs y (ég e
Canton program. :t tHom:‘ Cl g:\fe Guide i e
The father of two grown chil- ;’ omo 2’9 i 2 I Iul?rtle: s mmg
dren and four grandchildren is Classified Index | o3 tsvare - —
Crossword Puzzle ] Sports , Bl o ©
| Taste N S o

PLEASE SEE CANDIDATE, A4
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Coming Sunday in your Canton Observer

Safe play

Families can have a §afe |
summer playing sports if they
know the precautions to take.

For The Record A4

i
[ILGTEN. 3
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Career cIoses for district

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth’s 35th District Court
Administrator Kerry Erdman is leaving
the position he’s held for seven years
because of health problems.

“P've had 11 operations for bone disease,
and I'm going through treatment for
degenerative disc disease,” said Erdman,
52, a Redford Township resident.

Erdman said he started having
health problems in 1971, battling
osteoarthritis, and eventually had both
krfees replaced

“Sitting in a chair, Walmng, standing up,
it doesn’t matter what I'm doing it’s very
uncomfortable,” Erdman said.

“It makes it difficult to function - perl~
O d ”

Erdman has taken a temporary leave of
absence from his job at the court, but said
last Friday was probably his last day on

the job as he expects to take a medlcal
retirement.
“I do believe so, without questmn,” he

said.
~ Erdman was appomted admlmstrator of

35th District Court in April 1977.
He held the same position, as well
as serving as magistrate, in Redford’s
17th District Court for three years prlor to

“that,

Erdman began his career in Detroit’s
Common Pleas Court in 1980, which a
year later was reorganized as 36th District
Court.

He spent 14 years there before moving
to Redford district court.

Erdman was instrumental in the con-
struction of the current courthouse after a
fire destroyed the previous one-story court
in July 1997.

“He did a very good job during the fire
situation,” said Chief Judge John
MacDonald. “He was very instrumental in

court chief

‘getting the court running again, We're
going to miss him.”

Erdman also played a major part in get-
ting a third judge for the local court
because of the high number of cases from
the five communities - Plymouth,
Plymouth Township, Canton Township,
Northville and Northville Township - the
court serves.

MacDonald said with Erdman gone, the |

judges are looking at reorgamzmg 35th
District Court:

- “We're taking a look at possible restruc— '

turing of administrative duties,” said
MacDonald.

“We've appointed Pam Avdoulos,
the court controller, as interim court
administrator. She knows the issues
and the personnel, so she should do a fine
J Ob » i

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700

we've start,e'd, with rega

@bserver
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HOW T0 REACH US

New prez promises
work toward goals

BY TONY BRUSCATO
smr WRITER

. Townsh:p is'the new pré51dent

of the Plymouth-Canton Board

~ of Education forthe 2004-05
* school year.

Slavens, serving his sixth

”:year on the board, was elected
“unanimously by trustees at _

Tuesday’s meeting.
- “We want to continue

how we're going to measu:

“academic success in this com- .

munity and school district,”
said Slavens. “We not only
want to measure academic suc-
cess, but how we're going to
improve academic success for
our students and make thata
bigger priority.”

Slavens, who has led the
fight to get more state founda-
tion grant money for
Plymouth-Canton, said the
issue will continue to be a top
goal.

‘table funding for this school
. district,” he said.’

“We're gong to coritiriue to
speak with our legislators -
about giving us fair and équi- :

Slavens said passage of the
September bond issue ~ which
will ask voters to approve near-
ly $109 million to build a new
elementary school in Canton
and for renovations at all the
district’s school buildings — —:
will also be a top pnonty

“I'm hoping we'll contmue
the positive influence that Dr.
(Superintendent Jim) Ryan _
and his team and the board has
brought in regard to the way
this district has been adminis-
tered in the last year,” added
Slavens. .

“q Jook forward to contmmng
that this year.”

Meanwhile, board member
Tom Wysocki was elected vice -
president; Joanne Lamar was
voted board secretary; and .
Judy Mardigian was elected
the dlstrxcts treasurer.

Grinmell Brothers
$1,000 REBATE SALE!

The most talked about piano in
town. Established in Detroit in 1882 ,
Grinnell Brothers pianos are a local
legend. Hammell Music is offering
these fine instruments at
discounted prices with an
additional $1,000 rebate.
Avail al)ie in three sizes:

53", 5'9" and 6'1" and
a c]wwe of finishes

inclucling polished
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Window Tin-tﬁlg Specialists

Window film is one of the

fastest growing home
improvement products-around.
Simply because, home owners. . |
and home builders alike have’ - i
discovered the many benefitsof | i
improved comfort, enhanced
appearance, reduced fading and
decreased glare go on for years.

Window Film

Janaki V Kk
Annavarapu, M.D.

ebony, walnut or Board Certified in Internal Medicine Extends The Life Of
rich maho,gany. : X’,ﬁfﬁ’;’f?i gi}c\glullztxsaf‘n ’Young Adults Your Furnishmgs
Rebate offer Immunizations etc. Short of boarding up your.
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Hammell Music oﬁers the most renowned brands, i E ;~ || Jmmediate Appointments available ultraviolet rays . Solar Gard films - P

reduce solar energy and reject approximately 98 percent of
ultraviolet rays. It's like a sun screen for your furnishings.

Over 20 Years Experience

New Patients Welcome!
Quakertown Medical Arts Building

| 32905 W. 12 Mile » Suite 110

12 Hile Road
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Picture yourself enjoyin,
deepest, most satisfying -
you've ever dreamed poss
Imagine sleeping on a new -
from your choice of two of .
finest bedding brands, Sealy
Stearns & Foster. Each brand: off
you the combination of the late:
mattress technology and - a long
heritage  of handcrafted‘
workmanship. Come in today and
you'll soon find there is no better
way to sleep. All. Seaiy and
Stearns & Foster Now

Introductory Sale priced!

YOU DESERVE A STEARNS & FOSTER

Posfurepedic”. Tt
B

Grand Opening

Tuxedo Rentals

Starting at$49. 99 x

~ foryour entire wedding party
. FREE Groom’s Tuxedo Rental

Save An EXTRA 109 Off The Sale
Price Of All Stearns & Foster Mattress Sets.
PLUS REBATE INCENTIVES!
’ Fmancmg Available Up to 12 MONTHS NO INTERES’
* FREE Delivery, Set-Up & Removal of Old Beddin

* We Are Your Facrory Tramed Specxahsts
ince 1933 .

@ Walker/Buzenb

fine furniture

Up to 100 FREE*.
Wedding Invitations

%r/son %aft‘

“with equal purchase

PLYMOUT
DOWNTOWN PLYMOQUTH

Westchester Square Shops
6024 N, Wayne Rd, 580-3 Forest Ave,
21 Locations in Michigan and Ohio

734-121-2996 734-459-6972
www.presidenttuxedo.com

Good at participating PT locations. Applies 6 paims with 4 or more paid rentals. New registrations only. Not valid with any other discounts or offers. Tuxedo
s rentals start at $49,99 and are priced up 10 $69.99, Excludes the CK Collection. ‘I\Jseda rental includes Jacket pants, shirt, tie, cunmerbund, studs and cufflinks.
* PTwill match competitor’s prices on similar tuxedos . ‘Otosz2ss a9’

WESTLAND |
WESTVIEW PLAZA North Main Streer ® PLYMOUTH e (734) 45

s Thurs Fri. 10-9 » Tues.,Wed., Sa

wesf R
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* Raining on Pymouth'sparade

Weather can't
stop traditional
Fourth of July

- festivities

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

It never rains on a parade.

Well, almost never.

But, despite Mother Nature
precipitating several down-
pours Sunday, it didn’t matter
because the Good Morning
USA Fourth of July Parade
went off as scheduled without
a hitch.

In fact, organizer Fred Hill
said only two of the more than
80 exntries bowed out because
of the storms.

“What an incredible event!”
said Hill. “The same with the
spectators. They really hung in
there despite the rain. It’s 4
good feeling to know we had
the support of both the specta-
tors and participants, What a
community!”

The rain didn’t seem to faze
George Marco of Plymouth,
who was with his-danghter,
Bailey, 8, and son Mckenzie, 5.

“We kiew it was going to
rain, so if we got wet we got
wet,” said Marco, who has been
at all eight Good Morning USA
parades. “It will probably be
more memorable because we'll

‘talk about being in the rain.”

“I liked the loud music and
the clowns because they ride in
little cars,” said Bailey.

“I liked the bagpipes because
I like the music,” added
Mckenzie, -

Kathy LeFevre of Canton

- Township said it was worth

standing in the rain to see the
annual festivities.

“I just love this parade,” she
said. “T like the drum and
bugle corps and the bands.
This is what small towns are
supposed to do”

Even for those who partici-
pated, the rain appeared to be
nothing more than a nuisance.

“It wasn’t much of a prob-

PHOTOS BY MONICA FOUTS } STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Members of the Plymouth Fife & Drum Corps march during Plymouth's rain-soaked Fourth of July parade.

lem. We've marched in it
before,” said Craig DeCrane,
captain of the 24th Michigan
Volunteer Infantry, a Civil War
re-enactment group. “We want
to educate the public about the
Civil War. Where we are as a
nation today is a direct result
of the Civil War”

For the Vietnam Veterans of
America, the parade is a way to
remember those who helped
create and preserve America’s
independence.

“We like being the one mili-
tary group that stands out,”
said Rick Ciaramitaro of
Plymouth-Canton Chapter
528. “We get a lot of ovations,
and alot of welcome homes we
didn’t get when we did come
home. Just to see the people
cheer us on, it’s an honor to do
it‘” N

Several hours after the
parade, the eighth annual
Plymouth Township picnic saw
its share of off-and-on rain in
between the sunshine, But, for
the most part, families hud-
dled underneath shelters and
umbrellas when it rained and
participated in games, the
bicycle decorating contest and

Ladies with the Fifth Michigan Regiment Band march with the Fourth of July
parade in Plymouth. The Fifth Michigan Regiment Band participates in histori-
cal re-enactments as well as concerts and parades.

fishing derby when it wasn’t,

And, of course, there were
the five-cent hot dogs, chips,
pop and ice cream.

“It’s good fun for kids and
families,” said Joanne Callegari
of Plymouth Township. “It’s
also a cheap way to feed a fam-
ily of five”

For Bob Weiland of
Plymouth Township, the event
“is like a big family picnic with
lots of activities and food.”

DownTown

Hotels

1

‘

2 magnificent qetaway.

After a day enjoying the cultural feast that is Chicago -
the music festivals, the museums, the parks, the architecture -
take time to relax with friends. Fortunately, there are friendly
spots all over town. Satisfy j';our thirst for the best in culture
and fun with a three-day getaway!

877chicago.com

Visit your one-stop Chicago tourism website at

For easy hotel reservations, call toll-free

1-877-CHICAGD

(JILLINOIS

W MILE AFTER MAGNIFICENT MILE

Plymouth Township
Treasurer Ron Edwards began
the event eight years agoas a
way to bring the community
together for some holiday fun.

“This year’s event was proba-~
bly the best one of the eight,”
said Edwards. “The kids loved
the fire department demon-
strations, and the playscape
was jammed. Despite the rain,
a good time was had by every-
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First-ever fine arts show
slated for Cherry Hill

Local artists are encouraged
to submit their work for the .
Cherry Hill Invitational Fine
Arts and Antiques Show Sept.
18-19 in Cherry Hill Village.

Oil, water and acrylic
paintings are just some of the
types of art that will be dis-
played and judged at the
Cherry Hill Village school-
house. Artists must submit
three slides or photos of their
work by July 14 to be consid-
ered for one of the show’s 50
exhibition spots.

“It’s really an ideal location
for a fine arts show;,” event
organizer Joyce Murphy said.
“Displays will be set up around
and inside the schoolhouse.
Several pieces may be at the
new Village Theater, too.”

Canton’s Leisure Services
Department and Beechwood
Inc. are sponsoring the show,
which is in its first year. The
public is invited to attend the
Cherry Hill Invitational from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, .
Sept. 18, and on Sunday, Sept.
19, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m,

“Admission and parking
will be free,” said Murphy.

Besides paintings, graphic

arts, glass; ceramics, photogra-

phy, jewelry and sculptures will |

be displayed at the fine arts

show. Murphy said a number
of antique pieces will be shown
as well. ' .
Several kinds of art will not
be aceepted for the show. Dried
flower arrangements, kit work,
pressed flowers, poured molds;:
manufactured goods, pre-man-
ufactured wearable art, includ-
ing T-shirts, will not be accept=

ed. Mass produced paintings,

woodwork, jewelry, postand
note cards are also not accept-*

able. | )
Best of Show awards will -
be given to artists producing 2-

D and 3-D pieces. A Best of
Show will also be given to the
top antique. All pieces dis-
played in the Cherry Hill Fine
Arts and Antiques Show will be
available for purchase, Murphy
said.

The Cherry Hill Village
schoolhouse is located at the
corner of Cherry Hill and
Ridge roads. For more infor-
mation or artists wishing to
apply to the show, please con- |
tact Beechwood Inc. owner .

aw m e e

Kris Darby at (734) 398-6598.
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Are You interested In Coniributing To Learning More
- About The Sieep Of Women?

We ars recruiting postmenapausal women for a scientific shudy
spansored by the Rational instiutes of Healih fo learm more
about exereisg and the sieep of women.

If you are
* ‘o 1105 years postmenopause
* Not on estrogen replacement therapy
» Sedentary

and

 Troubled by a sleep problem

- You may be eligible to particiate in a study that may improve your sleep and bensfit
ofher women with similar sleep problems.

é¢

€84€¢4¢€64€CE€ECLEECEEE

i interosted, pleass eall
@ : D, Jean Davis
hA 352 Cohn Building  Wavne State University
%i; {mEy STz .
@ - Participants will be paid © Study will last approximately 5 monthz I

July 11th

<
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WESTLAND CENTER.COM

summer
sidewalk
sales

Wednesday, July 7th thru
Sunday,

[Regular Mall Hours)

ety

Warren & Wayne Roads
(734) 421-0291
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seeking election because he
believes the township board
would do well with some
change.

“We need some new eyes, he
said. “Much of the board has
been there a long, long time.”

He also has his own ideas of
what Canton needs. .

Municipal financing is of
concern. While he credits the
township leadership “with
doing a fairly good job” so far,
he is worried about the future
and the shrinking dollars from
Lansing,

“Why wait until we get to the
train wreck?,” he said. “Why
not start pulling in the reins
now?” But Rice does not -
believe there is any need now
to consider consolidating any
township services.

Trimming costs and holding
down municipal employee
salaries would be one of Rice’s
first efforts. One such effort is
to forget burying power lines
along Ford Road, as is being
worked on by the Downtown
Development Authority.

Money Market
Account

2.01% Apy*

for balances of
$5,000 and up

said, “They should have
“thought of all that before they
allowed it to be built up.”

Speaking of money, Rice is
steadfastly opposed to any
move toward cityhood, prima-
rily because of the expected
increase in the local tax rate
and consequently what home-
owners would be asked to pay.
Cityhood also would bring
more bureaucracy and red
tape, Rice said.

His vision for the future
would include bringing
“expenses under control,” as
well as establishing satellite
police stations, such as in the
fire stations throughout the
township. “I like what they
have done with community
policing,” he said. “I think that
is just phenomenal.”

Rice also would like to see
improved relations with Wayne
County. In particular, a better
relationship may help with
Canton’s roads. He also wants
a continuing push with state
road officials for another inter-
change off 1-275.

. Ideally, Rick would like the
school district boundaries
redrawn and believes the
township board should lead

MATTHEW FLYNN

, NLAN
NSURANCE ngercy
481 S. Main Street

Plymouth, Michigan 48170

734-453-6000

email: mflynn@mi.nef.com

Certificate of
Deposit

4.40% apy+

60 months

Canton district. “It makes no
sense,” he said.

Rice suggests regionalizing
the Detroit water board so

© communities such as Canton

have a greater voice. He also
believes that the current town-
ship leadership is well-known
for its Republican leanings and
anti-Wayne County senti-

. ments. “How can Canton go to

them and ask them to work
with us?” he said.

The skills Rice said he will
bring to the township board
include familiarity with the
budgeting process, negotiating
contracts and building consen-
sus. “It’s not who is right and
who is wrong,” he said. “Let’s
bring people together”

Rice has been endorsed by
the United Auto Workers and
the Canton Democratic Club.

He plans to campaign by door-

to~door visits. He and his wife,
Alice, are planning to have cof-
fees and teas to introduce Rice
to the community.

“Look at me as 2 human
being, then as a Democrat,” he
said.

Jmaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700 ext. 13

For more information, visit
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sign and the statue, Yack said
Tuesday.

“They need to develop lan-
guage to clearly speak to the’
community about icons and
images, etc.,’ Yack said.

fine assessed.
“I personally think thisis a
real good compromise,” said

trustee Melissa McLaughlin, a

planning commissioner. “The
test of an ordinance is how well
it is written. In this case, the
language was not as clear as it
should be.”

questioned whether the Big
Boy statue could be consndered
art.

“We never got to the sub-
stance of the ordinance,” Yack
said, referring to the court
hearlngs »

jmati‘szewsm@oe.homecomm.net

Under the proposed The district court hearings (734) 459-2700
g 4
FOR THE RECORD
STRONG-ARM ROBBERY DISHWASHER STOLEN

A cashier at the Speedway
QGas Station on Lilley Road was
wrestled to the ground about 4
a.m. Thursday by two males,
who then took an undisclosed
amount of cash and left the
station.

A third male was reportedly
waiting outside in the getaway
car.

One suspect was identified
as a 22-year-old Canton resi-
dent. As of Friday afternoon,
he was not in custody. They
other two suspects have not
been identified.

WINDOW BROKEN
A resident of the 45000 v

- block of Geddes told
police someone broke the

CANTON 6

eo.zs DAILY Matinees tl Spm
_© No Passes

ALL SCREENS

DIGITAL STEREQ §

" outer glass on the window

of her second floor
apartment.

The incident happened
between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.
June 30. Damage was estimat-
ed at $300.

CHAIRS MISSING

About 30 chairs borrowed
from Holiday Estates on
Geddes Road in June have not
beéen returned.

They were reported missing
on July 1. The chairs are valued
at $15 each.

#

Someone stole a dishwasher
from a home under construc-

tion in Cherry Hill Village ~ -

between June 27 and June-29.:
They entered the home by
forcing open a door from an -
attached garage. The dish-
washer was valued at $400.

MIRRORS TAKEN

An employee of Valley Force
Inc. on North Haggerty report-
ed two mirrors stolen from a
pickup truck parked on the
property. He said someone
punched two holes in the dri-
ver’s side window and removed
the mirrors, which were valued
at $200.

PAINT STOLEN

Four five-gallon buckets of

paint were stolen from ahome -

under construction in Cherry

Hill Village. The theft occurred

between June 28 and June 29.

The thief kicked in a service
door on the garage to gain -
entry. ’

§
[

Presented by :
Hands Oz Center For Physical Therapy

REPLACING LOST FLUIDS

You can get too much of a
good thing. That goes for drinking
water during exarcise, especially
during endurarce events like
ultra-marathons. Doing so can
lead to a condition known as
hyponatreraia, which is character-
ized by an abnormally low con-
centration of sodium in the blood.
When athletes and exercisers

ing out. From then on, water and
sports drinks should be drunk at
regular intervals in moderation.

It pays to stay current on new -
information related to your
health, At HANDS ON CENTER
FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY, we're
happy to help our community
keep abreast of the latest in physi-
cal therapy developments. We

drink water to this extent, they ~dgeat’a wide variety of conditions

b1 can experience such symptoms as

nausea and vomiting, muscle
weakness, headache, and disori-
entation, in additlon to bloating
and swelling in the face and fir-
gers. According to the American
College of Sports Medicine, ath-
letes and exercisers should drink

] about 17 ounces of fluid two

hours prior to competing or work-

to help maximally reduce symp-
toems, restore the body to its natu-
ral functions and improve the
activities of daily life tADL).

Please call 455-8370 for an
appointment to discuss your per-
sonal needs, Located at 650 South
main  Street in  downtown
Plymouth, we offer easy access‘
and easy parking. .

PS. For each pound lost during an endurance event, participants
should drink a pint of fluid per hour.

&

You’re Invited...

Dl

and tour the Village!

DByruneh

July 11th 12:30pm-2:00pm
Call for Wom 800-803-5811

“Summer’s On Us!/”™

Call for details.

lnde endence
Vill age

Senior Living At It’s Best!
14707 Northville Rd. * Plymouth, MI 48170

l‘lymouth s‘

Before you make a decision to move into a retirement community,
you’ve got to visit our community in Plymouth and talk to our knowledgeable
staff about the wonderful senior lifestyles we've created. ’

We have an exciting activities calendar. We serve delicious meals in a
warm and comfortable dining room.And we have apartment homes.with all
the amenities you're looking for and a wide range of floor plans and sizes.

Call us today and make an appointment to tour our commumty Come
join us for lunch, dinner or ask about our Stay & Play!

www.seniorvillages.com

800-803-5811

OPEN DAILY
PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY FIRST REALTY
** Certain conditions apply
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Plymouth
celebrates
24th Art in
the Park

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

It's Art in the Park time in
Plymouth’s Kellogg Park Friday
through Sunday, July.9-11.-

“We've been working hard all
year to make this show fabu-
lous, and it certainly will be,”
said Dianne Quinn, organizer
of the summertime event.
“People want cool stuff for
their homes, and we think it’s
the best place to find it.”

On Friday the show operates
from noon to 8 p.m.; Saturday -
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. o

The annual event celebrites
its 24th year, growing from a
few booths and tables in
Kellogg Park to one which
takes over downtown streets
with more than 400 vendors.

Art in the Park is listed by
Sunshine Artist magazine as
one of the top 50 art fairs in
the country, and Quinn —along
with her daughter, Raychel
Rork - spends hours looking at
. more than a thousand applica-
tions from those who want to
be part of the three-day event.

“When your reputation gets
better and grows, you're going
to attract better and more tal-
ent,” said Quinn, “We use the
‘wow’ factor in determining
who gets in, When we open
their packet and application,
we want to go ‘wow.” -

This year, according to
Quinn, there will be 135 new
artists among the more than
400 who will have displays,
from more than 30 states.

ART IN THE PARK - 2004
City of Plymouth Downtown Area

[} ROADSS CLOSED
77102 1700~2/132100

DETOYR ROYTE
LOGAL TRAFFIC ONLY.
MSBN SHUTTLE BUS DROP OFF

INFORMATION TERT
EZE HANDICAPPED, PARKING
S NO PARKING

One of those returning for
his seventh Art in the Park is
Bob Sturk of Plymouth, who
sells wooden pens he makes on
a lathe. '

“I used to make furniture, so
I started making the pens six
years ago and do about six~
eight shows a summer;” said
Sturk, an automotive company
engineer. “Art in the Park is
probably the biggest show 1
participdte in each year, and
it’s always a very good show for
me because of the people who
attend. My pens are a vel'y per-
sonalized item, and not every-
one will pay $30-$40 for a set,
when you can buy a Bic for 29
cents.” ‘

Sturk sells fountain and ball-
point pens, as well as pen and
pencil sets, o

" “T've had people debate for
an hour, and try the different
types I have on display, to get
just the right balance for their
hand,” said Sturk. ,

Rork said one of the

highlights of this year’s event
will be Phillip Delacruz of
Carlsbad, Calif,, a street
painter who will demonstrate
his craft at Ann Arbor Trail
and Main Street.

“He specializes in doing clas-
sical paintings with chalk on
the street,” said Rork. “It’s
something that’s popular in
Europe, but hasn’t guite
caught on yet here.

“We always like to have art
demonstrated and created dur-
ing the show;” she said. “He'll
be here all three days, so peo-
ple can come back and see the
progress of his street mural.”

As in the past few years, chil-
dren will be able to participate
by painting squares on a mural
that will eventually be dis-
played at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council. The
canvass will be painted in
Kellogg Park.

' Mom takes comfort knowing her

murdered son has found peace

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRIJER

" Phyllis Henry of Canton
takes comfort in knowing her
son, Jermaine, is safe in God’s
arms. .

“I have peace about that,” she
said Monday after burying her
son. “I'm just angry about the
way it happened.”

Jermaine Henry, 27, of
Detroit was shot and killed
June 29 in Detroit in a.crime
that left two others dead and
several wounded. He often
stayed with his mom and fami-
ly in Canton, where she works
as music director for Geneva
Presbyterian Church.,

“I would like for people to
know he loved people, he loved
God and he loved to make you
-Jaugh, and he loved to share,”
Phyllis Henry said. “He was the
most giving person.”

Jermaine Henry, who leaves
behind a toddler son, Jordan
Jermaine, had worked at the
Meijer store on Ford Road in
Canton and had Geneva
Presbyterian as his church
home. Faith has helped to sus-
tain his mother in the days fol-
lowing his slaying,

“Without my faith, I could
not have dealt with this death,”
said Henry, also a music
teacher, most recently at St.
Joseph’s in Trenton. Henry
expressed thanks for all her
family and friends, including
those at Geneva and New
Hope Missionary Baptist
Church in Wayne.

Jermaine Henry was a severe
asthmatic and had been in and
out of hospitals since infancy.
“He was very sick. Because of
his sickness, he couldn’t con-

UNILOCK OF MICHIGAN

FREE

Do-it-Yourself Seminar

To Install PAVING STONES, Driveways, Patios,

Detroit News

- storyon

Jermaine’s ill-

ness done

when he was a
young boy. Jermaine, a drum-
mer who played with his mom,
would give coats, shoes and
other items to needy people in
Detroit.

“That’s what he loved to do.
He was a loving, loving per-
son,” Henry said. Her son,
whom she wants remembered
as Brother Angel (his middle
name was Angelo), didn’t com-
plain about his illness.

“He was very good with his
hands,” his mother said.
Jermaine would fix people’s
cars and other things in need
of repair.

She recalled how her son,
who had been on life support
11 times, had begun to get bet-
ter in recent years. He found
Christ, but his health began to
deteriorate recently.

“It was time for him to-go
home and rest,” Phyllis Henry
said. '

During Sunday worship at
Geneva, pastoral intern Beth
Delaney noted, “We have a
number of prayers-for Phyllis
and her family”

' Henry’s message that morn-

ing was: “My heart cannot

express how much I love you

all” She noted Jermaine was at
' peace now.

She knows her son is in
heaven, but still has a message
for those here. “Stop the vio-
lence and love just like I tried

Mr. Henry

tinue to work,”

to love. That'’s what he would
s a}’. » »

In addition to his mothe
and son, Jermaine Henry is
survived by brothers, Sgt.
Joseph Henry, a Maring,
Phillip Henry Jr. and Michael
Crockett Jr.; grandparents,
Mary Cameron and Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Henry; stepfather
Phillip Henry Sr.; and many
other family members and
friends.

Visitation was July 1-2 at
Geneva. A Celebration of Life
service was held July 3 at New
Hope Missionary Baptist -
Church in Wayne, with the
Rev. Virgil Humes officiating.
The Rev. Bryan Smith of
Geneva did the eulogy and
message, and the Spirit of
Detroit Choir presented music.

Burial was in the memorial

. garden at Geneva. Memorial

donations to Geneva
Presbyterian Church will be
used to defray funeral costs.
The church address is 5835
Sheldon, Canton, MI 48187.
Arrangements were by

‘Schrader-Howell Funeral

Home in Plymouth. -
A suspect has been charged
in the June 29 killings., -

jbrown@oe.homecomsm.net
(248) 901-2565
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Move to our low-rate Home Equity Line of Credit
and we'll pick up your prepayment penalty.

at (877) 431-4882, or visit standardfederaibank.com/loans/freedom.htmi.

True Possibility Standard Federal Bank Melvindale Democratic Club
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DEALERS WANTEL

“FREE Rent to Dealers”
DEALER SPACE STILL AVAILAR

Open every weekend
Fri.-4pm ~ ;;m; Sat,, Sun. - 10am ~ 6 pm Yo
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on 206-133-5565

Arthritis Today

JOSEPH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860

SPINAL STENOSIS

) The term spinal stenosis refers to a compression of the spinal cord in the
channel, known as the spinal canal, in which the spinal cord runs.
The bone through which the cord runs is thick, marvelous protection for the

into a trap. With age, the ligament and disks that comprise the back may bacome
thickened and in the case of the disks, displaced into the spinal canal. -

The effect of these aging changes is to compress the'spinal cord. This
compression does not cause you paralysis, but can result in pain in the back and
down the legs. The pain may deceive both you and your doctor. .

Unlike sciatica, which is a pain down your leg that feels sharp or efectric, the pain
of spinai stenosis is a deep ache that travels down the thighs both right and ieft. You
may feel no back pain at ail, ’

in spinal stenosis the pain often is similar to that associated with biocked arteries,
causing your doctor to obtain Doppler and other tests to evaluate blood flow to your
legs. For spinal stenasis, the best procedure is an MRI of your fumbar spine.

This test is not perfect. At times it shows mild blockage when you are
experiencing great pains, and in other instances, the pictures of the stenosis make it
lock severe when you are mainly uncomfortable, As always, clinical evaluation of
how you are doing takes precedencs over imaging and laboratory results,

www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com ozo,szawej)
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No more delays
on Sheldon Place

Patience is the key word when talkmg about the fate of
Sheldon Place, the abandoned senior citizen housing center
at Ford and Sheldon roads.

Again, the owner, National Church Residences of Ohio,
has been given a reprieve.

The building has been vacant since August 2001 when
leaks and cracks appeared in the then three-year-old $4.4
million structure. Residents were removed from the build-
ing, which has since been shored up but not repaired. -

A number of dangerous building hearings have come and
gone, each one delaying action on repairing or tearing down
the multi-story facility that sits next to its s1ster senior build-
ing, Canton Place. :

Earlier this year, a hearing officer ordered the building
fixed or torn dewn - with application for either action to be
made by July 1.

Now NCR attorney Bryan Amann has asked and gotten
:yet another reprieve, pending the outcome of the company’s
action against DeMaria Construction Co., the contractors
who built the building, and other subcontractors.

It is unfortunate that the process has taken so long. It is
unfortunate that many seniors were dislocated from their
homes when they were evacuated from the building in 2001.

Townshxp officials have been nothing but patient in

attempting to resolve problems with the building. But this

has to be the final effort:

Should NCR win against the builder and subcontractors,
township officials must get tougher and force the owner to
act as soon as possible. It is clear NCR wants to save the
building rathet than have it demolished. -

The question is if NCR wins, how long will it take to repair
the building? Equally important, how long will it take to
repair the credibility NCR has lost in the past few years?

There appears to be enough blame to go around in the his-
tory of Sheldon Place, including those who were charged
with inspecting the building during constructlon, the
builders, and NCR.

WhenAug 1 rolls around - the date given by the hearing offi-
cer earlier this year when the building must be fixed or demol-
ished - township officials are urged to take immediate action.

NCR has been given plenty of reprieves. Enough is enough.

Cut politics out of

state budget work

If state lawmakers haven’t been able to come to grips
with the state’s budget deficit, it's no wonder that taxpay-
ers’ eyes tend to glaze over when they hear talk about the
numbers.

This year’s deficit is pegged at $250 million and next
year’s at a whopping $1.3 billion. You have to stop and
think how many zeros that is.

It’s frustrating that some lawmakers have stonewalled
progress in dealing with the deficit, saying that budget
cuts had to be made before the recently passed cigarette
tax could be approved.

There has been too much talk and too little action.

Wayne County has had its share of budget problems as
well. While County Executive Robert Ficano earlier this
year said that his ofﬁc,ewas able to erase a $54 million
deficit without service cuts or layoffs, it appears financial
problems could be continuing as it deals with regional
problems.

Both entities would do well to take a page from
Oakland County. Budgeting practices there, resulting in a.
15-percent fund balance, have earned an impressive AAA
bond rating. That rating is reflective of the county’s finan-
cial health and can attract a lower interest rate for bonds.

The county’s financial health, however, doesi’t come
just because of its wealth. It is the result of sound plan-
ning that starts with the unusual move of forecasting a
budget two years into the future.

That work bore fruit this year with a balanced budget
that began in 2002 with the realization that there were
hard times ahead.

Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson says it’s
a practice that would serve the state well, allowing school
districts to plan budgets better..

Certainly it would allow school financial officials to
weigh expenses before the money is spent.

Still, there is no magic to sound budget practices.
Oakland County utilized measures ranging from a hiring
freeze to increases in prescription co-pays and medical
contributions to balance the ledger.

The point is, it's possible.

There’s no place for political posturing in coming up
with a balanced state budget. Get to work.
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Frustrated

I would like to vent my frustration about
the way the employees of the Canton Ford
Road Dunkin’ Donuts were treated during
the time of its closing.

I have worked there for 11 years, loyally,
so when rumors were overheard, a couple
of us went directly to the owner. We were'
told, “no way, absolutely not, we'll retire
together The fact was the sale was almost
adone deal. Most of us who worked the
morning shift relied on our jobs to survive,

‘We were deceived, up until a customer,
who attended a community meeting in
Canton, told us to watch the Canton TV
channel. We did and found the truth.

Our morning crew helped him build a
strong customer base, and we thought of
some of our customers as almost like fami-
ly and we didn’t get to say goodbye to a lot
of them.

‘We could not have been treated more
poorly and lied and deceived to more hurt-
fully. We all found out about by phone -
three days before he closed. Is this the way
all business owners treat long, loyal
employees?

Our final paychecks were sent to each of

. us and not even a simple goodbye or good

luck for our years of loyalty and service, I
truly miss my regular customers’ smiling
faces and would like to say goodbye. It was
my pleasure to serve you.
Patricia Craske
Canton

(Editor’s note: Dunkin Donuts was closed to make
way for a new franchisee, who will create a Dunkin’
Donuts and Baskin & Robbins store.)

Feeling betrayed

I've been loyal to the Ford Road Canton
Dunkin’ Donuts for 15-plus years, For the
past 12 years, it was a daily part of my
morning routine. It was 2 joy to deal with
the ladies who always had a smile and a
genuine good morning, They went out of
their way to get to know you on a personal
level (which doesn’t happen very often).

“During the past months you could tell
something was wrong, What it boiled
down to were lies, denials and betrayals. 1
miss my friends. That’s right, I consider
them friends. And I think it was a very ter-
rible way to treat good people who did a
greatjob,

I just happened to be there the after-
noon the owner phoned to tell one of the
teens to tell everyone that the next Tuesday
at noon the store would close, You could
tell they were stunned and in shock. This is
after he had assured everyone that rumors
of a sale were just that.

If I owned a business I would hirethe
morning crew because that is the way [

~ would want my employees to treat my cus-

tomers. I'm not the only one who will take
my morning business elsewhere.

Bob and Lori Cette
Livonia

Cartoon appalling

I am appalled by the loathsome dishon-
esty displayed in the editorial cartoon by

LETTERS

Geof Brooks, printed in the Observer € .

" Eccentric of July 1.

* Whatever you think about the fairness
or accuracy of Michael Moore's Fahrenheit

9/11, it is specifically an attack on the Bush

administration, not on the United States,
our values, or our founding fathers.

To contrive a situation, as Brooks did in
this cartoon, attribute it to someone else,
and then ridicule it, is even more dishonest
than misquoting, or taking a quote out of
context. Worse still is the scam of accusing
anyone who disagrees with current policy
of being anti-American. Unfortunately,
this technique has become a calling card of
right-wing spokespersons in all forms of
media. Brooks, to his discredit, i is wallow-
ing in Aan Coulter's mud.

It is time for Americans to face up to the
same truth that has been impressed on the
Iraqi people with so much suffering over
the past three decades: It is possible to love
your country while feeling the uttermost
contempt for the current ruling adminis-
tration.

Ron Toth
West Bloomfield

Protect marriage

I am writing this letter to urge you to
support the Michigan Marriage
Amendment and the Federal Marriage
Amendment. These amendments would
amend the Michigan Constitution and the
United States Constitution to define mar-
riage as a union between one man and one
womarl.

It is imperative that We The People pro-
tect the institution of marriage as the
union of one man and one woman. The
ultimate purpose of marriage is to join
together a man and woman to raise chil-
dren, the future generations who will run
our country. '

Same-sex couples also want 't'he_ righé to
marry and raise children; however,

research has proven that children do best

in a home with a married mother and
father. Two women cannot teach their

n” how to become a man or teach him
mascuhmty Nor can two men teach their
“daughter” what it feels like to experience
her first menstruation orhow to bécome a
woman,

I strongly urge you to evaluate your posi-
tion on the issue of allowing same-sex
marriage. If we allow same-sex unions,
marriage will become meaningless and the
next person who wants to challenge the

_definition of marriage or other social laws

to meet their agenda will be knockmg on
the capitol’s door.

‘We must stand strong and support the
Michigan Marriage Amendment and the
Federal Marriage Amendment. I urge you
1o contact your government.representa-
tives and let them know your opinion. For
contact information for your government
representatlves or more information about
the issue, please visit
www.formarriage.org,

Anna Anderson
Clarkston

Protectinq.peace. .4

I agree with Matthew Albracht’s opinion

that a Department of Peace is needed and
is long overdue. As a person who has stud-
ied and observed human behavior for
many years, I continue to be amazed at
how primitive we are in handling prob-
lems and conflicts. - , -

As a Children’s Protective Services work-

er in Wayne County, I saw and heard many
stories of parents who hurt their children -

not out of a lack of love for them but
because they lacked the skills needed to be
effective parents.

In more recent years, as a social worker
in Detroit Public Schools, I again taught
people (usually boys) skills to solve con-
flicts. I saw clear changes in both settings.
Humans are capable of learning peaceful,
nonviolent ways of living together and
resolving problems if given the opportuni-
ty to learn how.

“The United States has made many great
contributions to the world in science, med-
icine and technology, however, we have not
made any significant progress in the way
we solve problems. Bullies are not thought
well of in the school yard nor are they -
respected in the world community.

Isn't it time we as a nation began to
learn ways to deal with disagreements
without using force and violence? If 10-
year-old boys can be taught how to “talk it
out,” why can’t our leaders also be tanght
this skill? ‘

'The Department of Peace could be the -
vehicle for bringing these skills not only to
our national leaders but also.to domestic
policy makers, v
-Kathryn Schmidt

Livonia

T"SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '
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QUOTABLE

“This is the single best opportunity tb give it a chance. If it doesn'f settle and goes to tnal it could take two weeks or
even longer. We are a fot closer to knowing which it will be, but we can't affirmatively say which.”

- Bryan Amann, attorney for Nationat Church Resndences of Ohio, which owns the vacant Sheldon Place senior facality at .

Ford and Sheldon roads
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Governmént has no business
in trqu to influence market

merican economic }nsbory is chock full of
 attempts by government to support various
*industries and even specific businesses — usually
by providing them with some sort of subsidy. :

In the 19th century, the U.S. government promoted
the railroad and telegraph industries on the grounds
that they were vital infrastructure to speed settlement
and development as the frontier moved West.
(Abraham Lincoln first attracted attention notasa -
railsplitter, by the way, but as a rather successful rail-
road lawyer.) Over the past century, the feds have sub-
sidized the ofl, beef cattle and agriculture industries
(among others), mamiy through various tax breaks
and price supports.

In Michigan, the Jumber and
‘mining interests received their full
share of bennies from state govern-
ment for more than a century. It's
generally acknowledged that the
Single Business Tax was written by
lobbyists for General Motors and
passed by the Legislature largely
sight unseen (or, at least, um'ead)
The Granholm administration has
made no bones about promoting
an economic strategy designed to
selectively support the flexible
manufacturing, homeland security
and life sciences industries.

This practice is generally called “picking the winners”
and it’s been the subject of scorching debate for years.
Some economists, most business types and virtually all
conservative ideologues argue that governmenthas no
business picking the winners, in part because govern-
ments shouldn’t be fooling around with the workings of
the market, and in part because of the bad track record
when governments have tried. Other economists, those
business types whose businesses get favorable treat-
ment and most public policy activists, contend govern-
ments simply must intervene to achieve prompt and
widespread economic development.

T've been of two minds about this debate. Certainly,
the Strategic Fund in the Blanchard administration
produced a spectacular record of bungled winner-
picking, On the other hand, the Engler administra-
tion’s advocacy of the Life Sciences Corridor (“advoca-
¢y’ is far too weak a word; they poured $200 million
in tobacco settlement money into it!) seems to have
worked out fairly well in creating good-paying jobs.

Picking winners and losers might be fun — think of
all the campaign contributions you get by favoring a
particular industry. But on balance, I've concluded it’s
bad public policy. Governments, unlike venture capi-
tal firms, are just not set up to do this kind of thing
very well. Nobody knows how the complex flux of
changing technology, market demand, product devel-
opment and business conditions will evolve over the
life of any subsidy program. And when you add politi-
cal pressures into the mix, the result, all too often, is
wasted tax dollars and clumsy economic policy.

+ Phil

i Power
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Far better for governments to 1dent1fy what general

infrastructures best help economic development and
job growth and then make investments in them,
thereby avoiding picking specific winners or losers.
Instead, government should try to create an environ-
ment broadly conducive to economic development in
which industry sectors or individual businesses or
entrepreneurs have an equally good chance of suc-

ceeding (or failing, for that matter) on the strength of l

their own ideas and competitive juices.
Government subsidies for railroad and telegraph

networks were good examples of investing in general .
Jinfrastructure to benefit economic growth. So, too, is

investing in colleges and universities and in the high-.

tech research they support, or in building an easily
accessible system oflifelong learning and JOb training
opportunities. .

A current example has to do with h1gh~speed
Internet, comenonly called broadband. Spreading
acoess to broadband throughout the state is obviously
an essential tool for economic development. Back in -
2001, I asked the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation if it could produce a map showing where
broadband capability was located in Michigan. Turns
out the phone and cable companies, at that point the
dominant providers by far, were refusing to say where
their fiber was, on grounds of business confidentiality.

The MEDC ultimately proposed creating the
Michigan Broadband Development Authority
(MBDA) to help finance providing broadband con-
nections to Michigan communities that were not oth-
erwise served and to provide a competitive spur
where monopoly providers were overcharging. Gov.
Granholm recently added a goal of fully wiring the
state by 2007. The authority so far has received 19
loan applications, representing projects that would
affect nearly 300 of Michigan's 414 cities and 58 of
‘our 83 counties, A total of $6 million in loans has
been approved, and the MBDA now has some $20
million in projects in the pipeline.

State Sen. Bruce Patterson, R-Canton, is grumpy

about all this, on the grounds that the MBDA hasno

written business plan to show how it gets to self-suffi-
ciency. He's been holding hearings on the subject,
“largely to get the attention of somebody over there,”
but wjth the unspoken threat-that he might attempt
to eliminate the authority altogether

Frankly, I think Patterson is too sensible to try to
zero out the one institution that is successfully
engaged in providing the essential infrastructure nec-
essary for successful economic development for all.
But the fact that he’s making noises about the broad-
band authority is ample demonstration that the argu-
ment about governments picking winners and losers

is far from over.

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reactions
to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm.riet.
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rhaps the Michigan media missed the
rief: Our economy is in great recovery.

Positive news on the economy and job
creation continues to roll in, yet the media
and, worse, Sen. John Kerry, continue to
ignore it and focus on negative news.

What is wrong with reporting the cre-
ation of 1.4 million new jobs in the last nine
months, with 25,000 Michigan jobs created
in April and May? :

‘What is wrong thh
- telling our citizens that 96
percent of the April
Michigan payroll job
growth was in industries
paying above the national
average?

These new jobs are not
minimum/Avage, part-time
jobs. They are high-paying

Linda employment opportunities
; for Michigan workers.
L Small business owners like
me already realize the

local economic atmos-
phere has greatly improved since the his-
toric tax cuts were passed.

Let's look at the facts. Our unemployment
rate is down significantly from last year at
this time and personal income has swelled.
The 2001 tax relief gave our economy a
timely boost and made the recession one of
the shortest and shallowest of history.

Surprisingly, after reading recent news
stories, 1 was even informed that charitable
contributions are up in Michigan and across
the country..

sourcing, but fail to tell the story of foreign
companies creating 244,200 “insourced”
jobs here in Michigan. That means that
Michigan is receiving these jobs from for-
eign companies, not the other way around.

jobs abroad, they are coming here for-"
American workers,

The reality is, the economic outlook for
America’s small businesses couldn’t get any

Did you miss the news?
Economy's in recovery

The media often write stories about out-_—

To-put that simply, we are not sending our.— dent that we will continue to keep this

The reality is, the economic outfook for_
America's small businesses couldn’t geté
any better. The economy is qrowmq at
the fastest rate since Reagan's fax cuts
Our economy is creatmg jobs in every
sector of industry.

better. The economy is grov'vi,ng"at the

fastest rate since Reagan’s tax cuts. Our .
economy is crcatmg JObS in every sector of
industry.

Health care costs are becommg more
affordable for small business, allowing for - ~
reinvestment in our companies. Our indus-
try, small business, remains a cornerstone of
the strong American economy and contin- =~
ues to put the unemployed back to work.

John Kerry has a 19-year record of block-
ing pro-small business policies. He contin-
ues to support tax increases on the middle
class and not support tax credits for small
businesses to purchase health insurance. .

" Kerry’s downbeat economic talk, coupled

with his lose-lose approach to promoting
business growth are a lethal combination to
the economic upturn we are seeing.’

It’s our community, the small business

owners and employees, that provide 85 per- -
-cent of the job growth and I am excited / 0

about where our economy is going. The pro- P
—business poliies that jump-startedour —
economy are working precisely as intended ©~ .
and there is no doubt they have had a pos1- Coed
tive effect.

Im proud to be a part of the strongest

economic recovery in years and I am confi- e A
economy rolling.. / |
Linda Jolicoeur is president of Target Equrpment A :
Leasing. : -
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spins wheels

STAFF WRITER

After doing his best to save -
souls and mortals for the bet-
ter part of the last 23 years at
Garden City Christian
Center, maybe Saturday night
was a way for a higher power
to rescue Pastor Don Mullett.

Then again, maybe it was
some sound advice before the
race,

For Mullett provided much
of the entertainment in a 10-
lap “Faster Pastor” race at
Flat Rock Speedway on
Saturday night. None of it
was by design and just about
all of it was fun — now.

" “The thing we feared most
was crashing in the first lap
and I almost did,” laughed
Mullett, the Westland resi-

out of Agape Christian
Academy in Canton. “But I
also think there was a little
divine intervention involved.”
The “Faster Pastor” race
was cooked up as a way to get
more fans to Saturday night’s

slow July 4 weekend. The
pastors would try to sell tick-
ets to the congregation and,
il return, the speedway
would give half the proceeds

back. . against Salem,

“Most of the other pastors
sold a lot, but we didn’t get
our tickets until 10 days
before the race,” said Mullett,
whose proceeds went back to
Agape. “One pastor sold 400
tickets and we only sold $248

Canton pitcher Jake Powers is taken off the field on a stretcher after being hit just below the ieft eye by a line dnve on the second pitch of the April 22 game

Aluminum bat usage spurs debate

worth. But next year, we'll do
this well in advance.”

All four pastors — one
from Monroe, Allen Park and

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

At 6-foot-2 and 230 pounds, Canton

linebacker, the junior possessed a rare com-
bination of speed, power and hand-eye
coordination.

But Powers was no match for the base-

‘When the ball finally came to rest several
feet away, it had broken 17 bones — includ-
ing the sinus cavity, orbital, cheek and jaw
bones — on the left side of Powers' tace.

Park ~ were running in sim-

 cost-cutting move. But after megtir v
group of parents last week, Athletic Director

the eventual winner, Pastor
Dan Russell from Lincoln

spring.

PLEASE SEE RACE, BS

pitcher Jake Powers was arguably one of
the best-conditioned athletes to step onto a
high school baseball mound this past

A Division I college football recruit at

ball that rocketed off the aluminum bat of
Salem’s Brian Bradley on the afternoon of
April 22. The ball, traveling in excess of 100

mph, slammed into Powers’ face, just below

his left eye.

“You could have heard a pin drop after
that ball hit Jake,” Canton coach Scott
Dickey remembered. “He is one of the

PLEASE SEE BATS, B6

UD-Mercy baseball team

hopes

BY PAUL BEAUDRY
STAFF WRITER

The reports concerning the demise of the
University of Detroit-Mercy's baseball team
have been greatly exaggerated.

Or, at least, they've been prema.ture""Whlle_

that could prove good news for the pair of
area baseball players on the team — Garden
City’s Dominic Noonan and Catholtc entral

was foldlng the program a&er 107

Brad Kinsman told them there was a way to
save their program — come up with
$550,000 in pledges. .

“They need to raise $110,000, through
corporate entities, annually for the next five
years,” Kinsman said. “They need to have a
full five-year commitment, but they need it
by July 14 .

Throw in the poor timing of a July 4 week-
end and it basically gave the group eight
days tg come up with the pledges and just six
days are left.

“We haven't raised any money yet, but
we've made tremendous inroads,” said Jim

.Darga, the Pinckney High School principal

who has more or less assumed the point role

. it the fund-raising. Darga’s son Ben is a
freshman piicher/infielder on the team.

“We've set meeting dates and times with

. .people in the corporate world that will occur
‘between now and Friday. Some parents have
taken time off work to help set up meetings

and do some of the legwork.” -
The players have been asked to help, too.
“We've been:instructed to call corporations

~ we know of that could donate” said Noonan,

a freshman catcher who attended U-D Jesuit
High School. “I've called a few people, but:
I'm not having much luck. My dad is trying
at work. No one saw this coming.”

Kinsman saw problems coming, but was-
n’t quite sure whether to cut from each pro-
gram or cut baseball — the sport with the
second-hxghest budget at the school. In the
end, and after looking at what schools such

school would r
aggressive in fund-raising efforts in the next

to survive crisis

as Bowling Green, Western and Central
Michigan and Toledo have done, Kinsman
said it came down to cutting one sport.

“Every school has to do what's right for
them. It’s certainly not something to take
any pride in,” Kinsman said. “It affects so
many people; not just the players and staff in
the program, but glisinni and others. -
Unfortunately, it 4 sign of the times.”

The baseball budget is roughly $250,000
per year, but the: overall cuts in the athletic
department exceeded that figure. Kinsman
M}ld the sT OUp lf 1t CauLC up 'v'v’ith ts part, the
state baseball and “be

five years 10 ... try and make the support of
the baseball program self-sustaining.”
But before the baseball backers get there,
they need to find immediate financial help.
“All we asked for was a shot to make that
happen,” Darga said. “If we do, then we've
done our part. If we don’t succeed, we'll feel
better knowing that we've at least tried.”
Kinsman said the move also surprised the
team’s longtime coach, Redford’s Bob Milier,
who was told of the decision personally.
Miller coached the team from 1965-2000
before stepping down because of a salary dis-
pute involving his assistant coaches. Miller
was replaced by current coach Chris Czarnik.
Trying and not succeeding isn’t going to

_make the players feel any better, however.

“There was nothing we saw to make us -

‘think this would happen,” said Noonan, who

transferred to UDM from Cornell. “It’s terri-
ble; a complete surprise. It's like something
out of a movie to think that this could go
wrong so late in the game”

As for the future without UDM baseball
the local players aren’t sure what they'd do.
It’s almost too late for them to get scholar-.
ship offers from other schools.

“I can try to go to another school and play
or get an education at UDM,” Noonan said.
“We're just hoping we can get this together”

Those interested in helping out cah call Darga at
(248) 6845290 or visit the Web site: http://nstrial-
detrmttftans homstead. com/malnpage html.

pheaudry®oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2106

Colony swimmers sail

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

The Colony Swim Club
Crocodiles have been moving
through their Independent Swim
League schedule, well, like a croco-
dile through Jell-O.

Colony earned its third consecu-
tive lopsided victory Tuesday,

‘defeating Livonia-based Fairview

Farms. The Canton-based

Crocodiles are now 3-1 heading

into Tuesday’s meet at Northville.
Colony coach Kathy Sonnanstine

-said an increased commitment

from her swimmers is one reason

-for her team’s early success.

“A lot more of the kids swim
year-round now with the Canton
Cruisers and other clubs, and it
shows with their performances,”

‘Sonnanstine said. “The kids get

fired up for all the meets, and they
have fun because there isn'tas
much pressure on them as there is
for more competitive meets.”

The Crocodiles’ lone loss this
season — a one-point defeat —
came in their opening méet against
the arch-rival Newburgh Swim
Club. Colony will get another shot

at the undefeated Newburgh squad.

July 20.

“The last few years it has come
down to us against them, so that
should be an exciting meet,”
Sonnanstine saids

Two Crocodiles have broken |
long-standing records this season.
Abby Madison broke Amy
Sonnanstine’s 15-year-old record in
the girls 10-and-under 25-meter
freestyle event. A week later,

Madison’s record was eclipsed by * -

Lauren Seroka.

Seroka also set the club record in

the 10-and-under 25-meter breast-
stroke.
“With 190 swimmers, we have

- the biggest team by far (in the

past Fairview Farms

Hannah Nowaske, 8, of the Colony Swim
Club Crocodiles, finished second in the 25-
meter backstroke in Tuesday's victory
over Fairway Farms.

Independent Swim League),”
Sonnanstine said. “We have a lot of.
real good swimmers who don’t
even get to swim for points in the
meets.”

JIM JAGDFELD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER ~

Mustangs rule

The Canton Mustangs
U12 boys travel baseball
team won the USSSA AA
State Championship tour-
nament that took place
the weekend of June 25
at the Canton Softbali

-Center. The Mustangs
-went undefeated in the

tournament. .
The team consists of
Jackson Burdette, Casey -

Clark, Preston Currie, Alex

Dixon, Joe Galanty,
Joshua Gatt, Alex King,
Kevin Lozier, Pat Smiatacz
and Carter Staffeld.

The team is coached by:

Jeff Gatt, Tom Dixon, Dave
Smiatacz and Dave Currie.

Fall baseball

The Canton Community

Junior Baseball and .
Softball Association will
be holding reqistration for
the 2004 Open Falf Co-Ed
Baseball season 2-5 p.m.
Sunday and 1-6 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 7. The reg-
istration will be held in

_the Arts i room in the

Summit in the Park, locat-
ed at 46000 Summit
Parkway in Canton.

Registration Is open to
boys and girls ages 4-13
who are residents of
" Canton or Plymouth, or
those who attend school
in the Plymouth Canton
Community Schools district.

Alf registrants must
show proof of age and
residency at the time of
registration. Fees will
range from $70 to $110
for recreation leagues.

Forms are also available
in the lobby of the Summit
and .can be mailed in with
a copy of the player's
birth certificate and fee
to the address printed on
the flyer. .

Parents of players aged
14-18 should contact the
Canton Softball Center at
(734) 483-5600 or Bob-

“Unis at (734) 454-5725

for more information and
registration forms. ;

Practices will begin at the
end of August with games
beginning after Labor Day.
The season runs until the
end of October.

Those parents interest-

ed in coaching should °
note their interest on the
registration form.

CCJBSA forum :

The Canton Community
Junior Basebali and
Softball Association wills
e holding an Open’
Forum at 5 p.m. July 1t in
the auditorium at the -~
Summit on the Park in
Canton.

The forum is open to all
parents, coaches and
directors of the CCUBSA.
Several imembers of the
CCJBSA will be present
to answer ali guestions.

- For more Information,
call (734) 394-5489.

Bucks win

The Michigan Bucks -
stayed-alive in the hunt-~
for a Premier N
Development League
playoff spot witha 6-3 . -
victory Sunday over the
Indiana Blast.

The Berkley-based
Bucks, now 6-3-2 and in
third place in the PDL's™
Great Lakes Division, got -
three goals from Joseph
Kabwe and two from
Simon Omekanda. Jeff
Wiese earned the win in
goal for the Bucks, who
host the West Mtcmqan
Edge-at 7:30 pm.
Wednesday at Hurley
Field in Berkley.
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oftball: Perfect way to spend a summer night

' Is there a better way to
$pend a cool summer evening
than playing slow-pitch soft-
ball with friends and co-work-
ers under the bright lights of
the Canton Softball Center?

;| Team members of the
Crow’s Nest and Michelob
‘Light - the two teams fea-
tured in the accompanying
photos - would probably
argue that this is about as
good as it gets.

‘While many of the thou-
sands of games played at the |
'CSC between Apnl and
‘October are ripe with compet-
itive fire, this match-up ~
which unfolded June 28 - was
more on the laid-back side.
While both teams wantedto -
win, the thrill of victory didn’t
overwhelm their desire to
have a good time and enjoy
the moment.

There was no barking at the
umpire, trash-talking or poor
sportsmanship. It was slow-
pitch softball the way it was L. : . — - - -
rheant to be played - for the " PHOTOS B DL SRESLER | STAFFPHOTOGRAPHE John Brannan launches a pitch towards the piate for the
fun of it. .Charles Way of the Mlchelob nght team waits for his turn to bat durmg a stow-pitch softbalt game at the Canton Softball Center. Crow's Nest feam. .
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The Crow's Nest's on-deck batter waits patiently while umpire Eliiott Wilson Rob Shepley, a former running back for the Plymouth Salem football team,
sweeps home plate. takes a cigarette break between innings of the Crow's Nest's game.
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VISITING NURSE ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
Provfding Huome Care & Hospive Servioes Stace 1R

Wishes to thank supporters of the

MAGGILE & BOB ALLESEE

OF SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN .

Chossic @»@ggfmﬁ»

MEALTH, HOPE & HEALING

This event raised net proceeds of $31,000 to benefit
VNA’s Community Care Fund,
providing quality homecare services to the
chronically and terminally ill in Metro Detroit

Congratulations to onr Golf Award Winners!
Top Men’s Team: General Motots
Top Women’s Team: Jawood Management
Top Mixed Team: Comerica Bank

VNA’s 2004 Corporate 'Pajttnei_is
Maggie & Bob Allesee

» of Wickigan

Rorgeost comoraiong antd i
oFihe Bhee Tross and Biue Shistd Avgasialion’ )

Stan & Kim Babiuk v Pappas Financial —

Bank One ' - George Atnold | ' gl ' 5 ' . Find your o

Ernst & Young LLP Levi F. Smith Realtors, Inc.
Mellon, Inc. , Standard Federal Bank LR ok ;
M, el peoc a0d Siome i | T favorite recipes

“each Thursday o
For more information on how fo help VVINA, please contact the Development Department at o 3 C o I £ {
(248) 967-9600, at vnafriends@una.org or at www.ona.org : 5 b I n Ta St e o :

PDFOEDB232093
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Ryan Maki recorded a hat Mark Nebus both added two Archer (Livonia) had four goals . Hills), Nick Jardine, Andy a S c r u s a d e rs M a I e

trick and added an assistinthe  goals and two assists. Jake and two assists. Bill Hodges Howard and Stavros Paskaris -

Wildcats’ 6-4 victory over the Archer (Livonia) and Ross (Farmington Hills) and Mark - had one each. A h I - f - h _Y

Lakers Tuesday night in the . Tashjian (Farmington Hills) Nebus also had two goals each Bernie McDonnell (Livonia) e e o e ea r

Metro Summer Hoekey League.  split time in goal for the while Justin Liut had one. and William Wood shared the v
The Wildcats were bolstered  Falcons. Jason Moul (Livonia/ win in goal for the Redhawks, Madonna University baseball player Preston Picard,

by a rare complete-game effort Dan Moore scoreéd twice and  Thurston) had three goals and while Matt Howard and Lanny a graduate of Farmington High, was voted the

Crusaders’ Online Male Athlete-of-the-Year in a poll
conducted on the Madonna athletic department’s Web |
Whalers 12, Bulldogs 7: The site. i
Whalers (5-3) jumped out to a The honor was one of many this season for Picard,
9-2 lead and never looked back who was the first Crusader baseball player since 2000
as Sean Perkins had three goals to be named NAIA Honorable Mention All-American

five assists to lead the Warriors
(3-2-1), while Adam Krug
(Canton) had three goals and
three assists. Dan Riedel added
two goals and three assists,
while Matt Krug (Livonia), Bill

from Matt Modelski in net.
The winners led 3-1 after one
period and 3-2 following the
second intermission, The
Lakers tallied two goals in the

Chris Wilson slapped in one Jardine took the loss.
goal for the Buckeyes. :
Huskies 9, Wolverines 5:

The Huskies overcame a 4-1
first-period deficit to record the

Wildcats. victory. Dwight Helminenleda  McSween (Redford) and Steve and three assists and Todd and All-Region. 1

Eric Dolesh (Farmington balanced scoring attack forthe ~ Kuza all had a goal. Kesler kicked in with three A transfer from Florida Community College in i
Hills) scored a goal and handed ~ winners with two goals and an The Warriors’ Jimmy Spratt goals. Chris Conner (Westland) Jacksonville, Fla., Picard returned to his native A
out two assists for the Lakers, assist. Joseph Rutherford and and the Falcons’ Ross Tashjian.  also had two goals and four Michigan and put together one of the best all-around "~{

who also received a strong effort Rob Wagener shared the victory  and Jake Archer (Livonia) assists, Pat Nagorsen had two seasons by a Madonna player in school history.

from Nick Jardine (three innet. played in goal for the tie. goals, while Eric Roman and The sophomore led the Crusaders in eight offensive .['
assists). Ryan Anderson popped in . Aaron Jakubowski (Livonia) categories, including batting average (.382), at-bats il
' two goals for the Wolverines, ‘Redhawks 9, Lakers 7: had one each. (186), runs (43), hits (71), triples (five), home runs
Falcons 10, Buckeyes 3: who got strong play in netfrom  Zeyad Kassem scored four goals Marco Trevino led the (eight), total bases (117) and slugging percentage
After trailing 2-1 following the  Bill Ruggerio and Ryan for the Redhawks, John May Bulldogs with two goals and: (.629). A
first period, the Falcons Gregory. - (Livonia) had two goals and three assists, James Crank had In addition to his team-leading numbers, Picard was |’

also second in doubles (12) and RBI (32) while steal-
ing 15 of 21 bases.

Picard was also named first team All-Conference ear-
lier this season and was the conference’s player of the
Markowicz shared the win in week March 29. He was also recognized asthe X
goal for the Whalers, while Crusaders’ Offensive MVP at the team’s banquet in May. [’
Ryan Rathbun took the loss. b

stormed back with five unan-
swered goals in the second peri-
od to skate away with an easy
victory.

John May (Livonia) led the
winners with a goal and four
assists. Zeyad Kassem and

Former Tiger enjoys
helping cats and dogs

two goals and an assist, and

Jason Basile, Dan Rieckhoff and

Adam Griffin had a goal each.
Brad Smith and Brian

four assists and Todd Bentley
(Livonia) scored twice for the
winners, Sean Burke (Livonia)
also added a solo goal.

Rob Gillis had three goalsin a
losing cause for the Lakers,
while Eric Dolesh (Farmington

Warriors 11, Falcons 11; John
May (Livonia) scored two goals
- including the game winner
with 3:26 left to give the
Falcons (4-0-2) the tie. May
also had two assists, while Zach

©E08231860

TAX
PROBLEMS? 1§

We settle any tax,

any year .
| Tax Resolution BATI'I and KITCHEN EMODELING
A former Detroit Tiger is. Anderson Wilcox” will be allowed to watch the game Specialist *Licensed a
helping dogs and cats. appearing at a fund-raiser with their owners from the (248) 985- H E L p Master Plumber
% Milt Wilcox, a starting =~ between 3 and 5 p.m. Pooch Pavilion in left field. * Ceramic Tile
pitcher on the 1984 World Wednesday, July 14, at the This is the second time in o5oozss s Insta!led . 4
Series champs, has teamed MAAN Adoption Centerin ~ the 103-year history of the * Quality Materials  -f
up with the Michigan Livonia. ' Tigers that the team has wel- and Workmanghip £
Animal Adoption Network Milt and MAAN will be comed four-footed fans to a ,
(MAAN) to raise funds for auctioning off three auto- game. Last season, a crowd Pl
the group’s free pet shot clin-  graphed baseballs, each of roughly 200 dogs saw the a n VO U r
ic program. signed by a current Tiger Tigers top the White Sox in
MAAN provides free vacci-  star. There will also be a the first Bark in the Park, wee ke N d

nations to over 5,000 pets in
the metro Detroit every year,
at a cost of roughly $20,000.

Tigers trivia contest with the
winner receiving free tickets
to the upcoming Bark In The

one of the team’s few victo-
ries.
The Tigers are hoping that

activities

FREE ESTIMATES

These pets typically belong ~ Park baseball game and a history repeats itself this h Visit Our Full Kitchen and ¥

to senior citizens, the unem-  $25 Pet Supplies Plus gift year, with a much larger e a C Bath Showroom +
ployed, people who have certificate. canine crowd. Milt and . 5
incurred substantial medical All money raised from this  Sparky will be at the MAAN e g] romo

bills themselves, or others event will go to the shot clin-  booth at Comerica Park dur- Th u rSd a y e % o 8 3 4‘55'29&0::;:" sim(f;:}u e

who, for one reason or ic program. ing the game. : th F : It — S h_g ga M
another, are financially Wilcox will also be giving a Canine tickets are avail- Wi I e [ MK’IW“A"A‘"- £ Wayne, Mlchlgan 48184 - : v
pressed. Rather than leave canine agility demonstration  able at metro-area Pet . ¥
these pets unprotected with Sparky. A great athlete  Supplies Plus stores, The . O o

against rabies, distemper
and other diseases, MAAN
has stepped in with its shot
clinic program.

A petlover all of his life, The Bark in the Park base-  Purina Pro Plan or Purina
and an avid supporter of ball game will be Tuesday, ONE dog food.
MAAN, Wilcox has become ~ July 20 at Comerica Park
the spokesperson for the between the Tigers and For more information, call the 3

group's shot clinic program.
Milt and his dog “Sparky

in his own right, Sparkyis a
nationally ranked “Dock
Dog” competitor who has
appeared on ESPN 2 events.

Minnesota Twins. Dogs with
special pet tickets will be

tickets are free (along with
two tickets for-a dog's human
companions) with the pur-
chase of a 37.5-pound bag of

Michigan Animal Adoption Network
at (248) 474-2646.

o

Women'’s Observer & Eccentric Open g4
Sunday, August 15, 2004

18;Hol\e Medal Play at Whispering Willows Golf Course
Entries close at 6 p.m. Sat., Aug. 7th.

For pairings and starting times call (248) 476-4493

NAME:

after noon of Thursday, August 12th.

ENTRY FEE: $50.00 (does not include cart)
MUST HAVE CURRENT U.S.G.A. INDEX TO PARTICIPATE.

ADDRESS:

CITY:

PHONE:

E-MAIL:

NAME.

18 HOLE
HANDICAP; INDEXED AT:
POWER CART? LJYES LI NO

Men'’s Observer & Eccentric Open

Saturday & Sunday, August 14 & 15, 2004

36-Hole Medal Play...18 Holes at Fox Creek and
18 Holes at Whispering Willows Golf Course.

Entries close at 6 p.m. Sat., Aug. 7th

For pairing$ and starting times call (248) 476-4493
/after noon of Thursday, August 12th.

ENTRY FEE: $95.00 (does not include cart)
MUST HAVE CURRENT U.S.G.A. INDEX TO PARTICIPATE.

(Home Course)

ADDRESS:
PHONE:

. CITY:

ZIP:

18 HOLE

HANDICAP:
POWER CART? {JYES

INDEXED AT:
CINO

E-MAIL:

(Home Course)
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More girls than

ever competing

in athletics

For the second straight year,
girls' participation in high
school sports set a new record
at Michigan High School
Athletic Association member

‘schools across the state during
the 2003-04 school year.

The total of 124,978 female
participants in sports in which
the Association sponsors post-
season tournaments during the
past school year topped last
-year's mark of 124, 393.

Among all student-athletes,
a total of 293,957 took part,
falling just short of the
294,012 record set a year ago.

Boys participation was the
second highest ever, the
168,979 figure just behind the
2002-03 high 0f 169,619. The

-totals count students once for
each sport in which he or she
participates, meaning students-
-who are multiple-sport ath-
Jetes are counted more than
-once.

" The participation figures in
MHSAA tournament sports
for girls are up 19 percent since
“the 1994-95 school year. Boys
-are up nine percent over the
‘same time perlod and overall
participation is up 13 percent.

Volleyball continues to be
:the most popular sport for
girls, with 21,320 participants
in 2003-04. Girls sports hit-
ting their all-time highs in par-

 ticipation last year were com-
‘petitive cheer and soccer.

The most popular boys sport
continues to be football, with
42,717 participants last year.
The only boys sport to hit a
new participation high in
2003-04 was ice hockey.

Volleyball continues to be the
most popular sport for girls,
with 21,320 participants in
2003-04. Girls sports hitting
their all-time highs in partic-
ipation were compeitive
cheer and soccer. §

Bowling, the newest
MHSAA post-season tourna-
ment sport, had 1,866 boys'
participants and 1,480 girls in
its inaugural 2003-04 school
year. Lacrosse joins the
MHSAA schedule in the spring
of 2005.

The participation figures are
gathered annually from
MHSAA member schools to
submit to the National
Federation of State High

- School Associations for com-
piling its national pamclpatlon
survey.

The results of the survey
from the 2000-01 school year
to the present may be viewed
on the NFHS Web Site -
http://www.nths.org.
Nationwide results for 2003-
04 will be available later thls
summer, .

The followmg chart shows
participation figures for the
2003-04 school year from
MHSAA member schools in
sports in which the Association
sponsors a post-season tourna-
ment.

ew law allows sp
unt mourning

0

ate last month, history was made
when Gov. Jennifer Granholm
signed HB 5029 into law.

The controversial bill changed the
classification of the mourning dove
from a songbird to a gamebird and
paves the way for Michigan’s first-ever
managed dove-hunting season.

Michigan hunters will join hunters in
40 other states this fall in hunting for
the most popular gamebird in America.

The Governor signed the bill after
she and the state Natural Resources
Commission agreed to a.compromise,

" which was initiated by the Michigan

United Conservation Clubs. Under the
compromise, the NRC will establish a
trial hunt for a three-year period in six
counties of southern Michigan -
Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph, Branch,
Hillsdale and Lenawee. At the end of
the trial period, results of the hunt will
be evaluated and a decision on whether
to expand, reduce or eliminate the hunt
will be made.

That means, for the next three years,
dove hunting remains illegal in 95 per-
cent of the state.

While on its long and winding path
through the state House and Senate,
language for the creation of a $2 dove
stamp was added to the bill. Half of
the money generated from the sale of
the stamp will be deposited into the
state’s Non-game Wi}dlife Fund,
which has watched its annual rev-
enue decline since the elimination a
few years ago of the non-game dona-

tion checkoff on the Mlchlgan income

tax form.

Some Michigan residents are con-
cerned that a dove hunting season will
decimate the population. Some worry
that hunters will be shooting doves off
bird feeders and power lines, and that
this season was established solely for
target practice.

& Outdoor
Insights

Bill
Parker i

Nothing oould be further from the
truth.
All these negative scenarios were

‘fueled by the anti-dove hunting crowd

in an effort to rile up opposition. In
reality, most people won’t even know a
dove hunt is taking place.

According to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, which manages all

‘migratory birds in this country, there

are between 400 and 500 million doves

"in the United States and about 4 mil-

lion in Michigan each fall. Mourning
dove hunting occurs in 40 other states
and only about 15 percent of the
mourning doves that die each year are

~ killed by hunters.

The normal life expectancy of a
mourning dove is approximately one
year so most of the doves that migrate
south each winter die of natural causes
- not the gun - and don’t return in the
spring.

Each pair of adult doves produces six
to eight young per year and states that
allow dove hunting have seen no
noticeable decline in dove numbers
since hunting seasons were established.

Dove hunting in Michigan will be
regulated with season dates and bag
limits, -

It will be illegal to shoot doves off
bird feeders and power lines, just like
it is now for squirrels, quail or any
other huntable species that may perch
in such places. There won’t be a wide-
spread problem with such illegal
activity.

ortsmen

doves

As far as hunters decimating the pop-

ulation, let’s get serious. No game
species has EVER been put on the
endangered species list because of
managed hunting. (Not to be confused
with the unregulated commercial hunt-
mg, which took place on many species
in the 1800s and early 1900s before the
creation, at the request of sport
hunters, of state game and fish com-
missions.)

In fact, there are more white-tailed
deer, Canada geese, black bear, wild
turkeys and many other hunted species
than ever before because of, not in spite
of, managed hunting. Remember,
hunters, not anti-hunters, finance the
DNR and other state agencies that
manage fish and game. Hunter money,
not anti-hunter money, is used to create
habitat and improve existing habitat,
which results in thriving populatlons -
of both game and non-game species -
not dwindling ones.

And, yes, doves are great tabiefare A
dove breast is about the size of a
bluegill or a perch fillet and we've been
dining on those delicacies for centuries,

This isn’t a season simply for target
practice, as I have heard some people
profess. State game laws stipilate that -
every effort must be made to recover
game animals and game birds that have
been harvested and the dove will be no
exception.

The state Natural Resources
Commission is considering implemen-
tation of a limited, trial dove season for
later this year, most hkely in
September.

Bilt Parker covers the outdoors for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. Hunters and
anglers are urged to report their success.
Questions and comments are also encouraged.
Send information to: Bill Parker, c/o Qutdgors,
805 E. Maple, Birmingham, Mi 48009).

NOTICE OF SALE

The following vehicles will be sold at Public Auction for cash to
satisfy lien pursuant to F.S. 713.78 on 07/15/04 at 10:00 A.M.

79 FORD ¥100 BLA F106P¥C2934

86 MERC TOPAZ GOL 1IMEBP75X8GK638111
96 FORD ESCORT BLU 3FASP11J8TR147873
86 CADLLC FLEET WHI 1G6DW69Y3G9747578
90 FORD THUND BLA 1FAPP6043LH174303
90 CHEV CORSI  WHI 1G1LT54GXTY227137
97 PONTIAC GRAND RED 1G2NE52M9VME68420
87 FORD TEMPO GRA 1FABP36X4HK108198
87 VLKSWGN JETTA  BLA WVWGB016XHW232884
93 FORD ESCORT BLU 1FAPP1284PW247523
95 DODGE NEON WHI 1P3ES47C45D175323
89 FORD E350 GRA 1FTJE34M3KHA29601
89 'CHEV CELEB RED 1G1AWS51W7K6150277
Mayflower Auto Transport

1179 Starkweather

Plymouth, MI 48170

(734) 4598-0053
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audioc tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charfer Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following: :

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
- Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
_ Canton, MI 48188
2 © (734) 394-5260

Publish: July 8, 2004
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
BOARD OF TRUSTEES - SPECIAL MEETING
TUESDAY, JULY 29, 2004

Supervisor Mann called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. All
members present except Mr. Munfakh who was excused.

Mrs. Massengill moved to approve the agenda for the June 29,
2004, Board of Trustees Special Meeting as submitted. Seconded
by Ms. Arnold. Ayes all.

In answer to resident Jim Karell's guestion, Mr. Mann noted it had
been decided to forego the Pledge of Allegiance at this meeting.

There was no objection Mr. Mann’s request to abstain from voting '

on the following resolution to avoid any possible conflict of interest
because of his future relationship with Miller, Canfield, Paddock
and Stone.

Mr. Edwards moved to approve Resclution 04-06-29-28, accepting
the bid from Banc One Capital Markets, Inc,, Chicago, Illinois, for
the 2004 General Obligation Limited Tax Capltal Improvement
Bonds for the new Township Hail, Police and Fire complex.
Supported by Ms. Arnold. Ayes all on a roll call vote with Mr. Mann
abstaining and Mr. Munfakh excused. Motion carried. A copy of
the Resolution is on file in the Clerk’s office for public perusal. This
Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its adoption.

Mr, Herriman echoed Mr. Mann’s comments regarding Mr. Edwards
and his department for their work in gathering documents and
making a presentation in order 'to secure the best possible bond
rating attainable in Wayne County and Ms, Arnold agreed.

Mrs. Massengill moved to adjourn the mesting. Seconded by Ms,
Arnold. Ayes all.

Mr. Mann adjourned the meeting at 5:25 p.m.

Marilyn Massengill, Clerk

Steven Mann, Supervisor
Charter Township Charter Township
of Plymouth of Plymouth

The foregoing is a synopsis of the minutes of the Plymouth Township Board of
Trustees meeting held on June 248, 2004, The full text is available in the Clerk’s
Office for public perusal, The mi will be submitted for Bonrd approval at
the next regular meeting held on July 13, 2004.

s The Charter Township of Plymouth will provide
necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, snch as signers for the

hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being sidered at all -

Township Meetings, to individuals with disabilities at the Meetings/Hearings
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Plymouth by writing or
calling the following: Supervisor’s office, 42330 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth, M
48170. .

Phone number (734) 354-3200 TDD units: 1-800-649.3777 (Michigan Relay
Servioes)

Publish July 8, 2004
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'STORAGE USA

Notice is hereby given that on (July 19, 2004), Tate & Co.
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Storage USA, will be
offering for sale under the judicial lien process, by public auction,
the following storage units. The goods to be sold are generally
described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be cash
only. Storage USA reserves the right to refuse any and all bids, The
sale will be at the following location: Storage USA, 6729 CANTON
CENTER RD., CANTON, MI 48187 AT 12:30 PM.

B-44 Caron Robb Fernimos - Furniture, Dressef, Dinixg Chairs

D-136 Carol Panik - Household, furniture

5-209 Brian Waskienewicz - Tools, Wood bedroom set, 10 speed
ikes

C-88 Geraldine Givens - Freezer, household

D-118 Debra Morgan - Cages, misc., furniture

Publish: July 1 & 8, 2004 P

T SHIP OF CA)
NOTICE REGARDING DEFERMENT OF
SUMMER PROPERTY TAXES -
FOR CANTON TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given, under MCL 211,51, that property taxpayers
may defer until February 15, 2005, without penalty or intevest, the
due date of their summer taxes on their homestead, if their
household income for the preceding calendar year did not exceed
$25,000 and they are: a) 62 years of age or older, including the
unmarried surviving spouse of a person who was 62 years of age or
older at the time of death; b) a paraplegic or quadriplegic; ¢} an
eligible serviceperson, eligible veteran, or their eligible widow or
widower; d) a blind person; or ¢) a totally and permanently disabled
person.

Forms and paperwork for property tax deferment may be obtained
from the Charter Township of Canton Treasurer’s Office located in .
the Canton Administration Building.

Summer property tax bills will be mailed to all property owners on
July 1, 2004, and must be paid to the Charter Township of Canton
Treasurer’s Office by 5 pm on September 14, 2004. Payments can be
mailed or paid in person at the Canton Administration Building. -
Please contact the Charter Township of Canton Treasurer’s Oﬁice
with any questions: ) -
1150 Canton Center Road
Caaton, Michigan 48188
(734) 394-5130

Publish: July 8, 2004 OE08221918

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CONSIDERATION OF LIQUOR LICENSE FOR
CH CANTON, LLC, EMAGINE THEATER -

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 184 of the Public
Acts of 1943 of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to
Liquor License Ordjnance Chapter 6, Section 6-32, of the Charter
Township of Cantoh that the Board of Trustees of the Charter
Township of Canton will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 27,
2004, at the Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway at 7:00
p.m. for the following purpose;

To hear and take testimony to consider and recommend an actin to
the Michigan Liquor License Commission of the request of CH
Canton LLC, for issuance of a Class C Liquor License with Sunday
Sales and Official Permit to Serve Food and to have Movie
Showings Between the Hours of 8:00 a.m. and Noon on Sundays
and an Entertainment Permit to be located at 39535 Ford Road,
Canton, Michigan 48188,

All interested citizens are encouraged to attend and will be offered
an opportunity at said hearing to voice any comments they may
have regarding this request. Written comments may also be
submitted to the Township Clerk’s Office at 1150 South Canton
Center Road, Canton, Mi., 48188 prior to the hearing date.

TERRY G. BENNETT
Clerk

Publish: July 8, 2004
0508230396

' Employees and Volunteers.

Western Townships Utilities Authority
Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting Synopsis
3:00 p.m. Monday, June 28, 2004

Regular meeting called to order at 3:07 p-m

Pregent: Tom Yack, Steve Mann, Mark Abbo

Agenda - adopted as amended, removing item #VIII (d) Resolution -
Indemnification and Defense of WTUA Authority Oﬁ'icers,

Minutés of the regular meeting of May 24, 2004 - approved

Schedule of disbursements totaling $1, 090 176.66 - approved.
Operations & Maintenance Report for May 2004 - received and filed.
Director’s Report for June 2004 - received and filed.

Updated YCUA Projected Cash Flow - received and filed.

Variable Frequency Drive Replacement Invitation To Bld -
approved. :
Request For Bids; Variable Frequency Drive Installation - approved
Construction Management Observer - approval to obtain suitable |
health benefits, i

Authorization To Execute American Waste 'I‘echnologles (AWT)
Wastewater Disposal Agreement - approved.

Interceptor Repairs; Project 4 (CIPP Lining Installauon) Award of |
Contract - approval to award a contract to Insituform of Detroit,
Michigan.

Contract 8; Additional Component Costs - approved.
YCUA plant Expansion Update - received and filed.
The regular meeting was adjourned at 3:58 p.m.

This is a synopsis. A complete copy of the minutes may be revi
at the WTUA offices located at 40908 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187
(or) by visiting our website at www.wtua.org.

Publish: July 8th, 2004
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Camp for grades 6-10 will be
from 1:30-4:30 p.m.,
Monday through '
Wednesday, July 26-28, at

the high school.

"~ For more information, call -

ly MeCausland at (734)
-0704 or e-mail
b1g3u016 @yahoo.com.

WILDCAT GOLF OUTING

" The Plymouth Wildcat
football golf outing is sched-
uled for July 31 at Hickory
Creek Golf Course, located
at Napier and Ford roads.
Registration is from noon
til the 1 p.m. shotgun

.- Cost is $100 per golfer,
$50 for dinner only. There
will also be games and draw-
ings.

"Money and entry informa-
tion may be sent to: PHS
Football Golf Outing, 47450
Wallingford Ct., Canton, Ml
4'8818

GOI.F INFO

# Tryouts for Madonna
University’s men's and
women’s golf teams will be
at noon on July 26 and at 10
a.m. on Aug, 6 at
Whispering Willows, located
4t Eight Mile and Newburgh
inLivonia.

":Scholarships are still avail-
able for both teams, For fur-
ther information, call coach
. Bill Durham at (734) 564~

5267 or contact via email at
billdurham @pga.com.

B | Crystal Mountain Golf
School is now offering les-
sons for all levels of golf tal-
«€nt at Fox Hills Golf Course
near Plymouth. For more
information, log on at
www.foxhills.com or call
(__734«) 453-7272.

COACHES WANTED

Plymouth HS currently
has coaching openings for
the following athletic teams:
girls cross country, boys
cross country and girls/boys
diving.

Anyone interested in these

SPORTS ROUNDUP

positions should contact
Plymouth athletic director
Terry Sawchuk at (734) 582-
5700, or stop by the
Plymouth athletic depart-
ment, located at 8400 N.
Beck Road in Canton to pick
up an application.

WATER EXERCISE,
CHALLENGE

The City of Livonia
Department of Parks and
Recreation will hold its River
Challenge classes at 6 p.m.
Wednesdays and 8 a.m.
Saturdays, along with its
Deep Water Exercise classes
10 a.m. Tuesdays and Fridays
at the Community Center
Aquatics pool.

The River Challenge class .
is a 50-minute class.
(Webbed water gloves pro-
vided. You must wear your
own water shoes to each
class.)

The Deep Water Exercise
class will provide effective
resistance to strengthen and
tone the upper and lower
body, as well as an abdomen
workout to achieve greater
flexibility. It is also therapy
for sports injuries.

Swim ability is not neces-
sary. Water jogging belts are
available, or you can bring
your own. You must wear
your own water shoes to each
class. .

For more information, or
to register, call (734) 466-
2925 or visit www.ci.livo-
nia.mi.us.

' PLYMOUTH ATHLETICS

GOLF OUTING

There will be a golf outing
to benefit the Plymouth
High School athletic depart-
ment Sunday, Sept. 19, at
Hickory Creek Golf Course,
located at Napier and Ford -
roads in Canton. The event,
a four-person scramble, will
kick off with an 8 a.m. shot-
gun start.

For $100, participants will
receive 18 holes of golf with
a cart, a t-shirt, snack at the
turn and a steak dinner fol-

~ lowing the golf.”

There will be longest-
drive, closest-to-the-pin and

2 STORES HAVE ALREADY (LOSED!

R bty o s ol
GAMING TABLES » COMPLETE LEATHER SETS
BOOK CASES « ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

o

skins competitions available
to the golfers.

For more information,
contact Plymouth athletic

director Terry Sawchuk at

(734) 582-5700.

JOHN GLENN FOOTBALL
REUNION

Westland John Glenn will
stage a football reunion for
all former players and
coaches, Friday-Saturday,
Oct. 1-2.

A schedule of events
includes meeting at halftime
for the football Homecoming
game (Oct. 1), as well as an
informal dinner (Oct. 2) at
the Wayne-Ford Civic
League Hall.

The cost for the weekend
is'$20 per player (includes
awards, hall rental, refresh-
ments, and picture CD of the

. reumon)

For more information, e-
mail Mark Jennings at
mjennings@twimi.rr.com.

STEVENSON GRID REUNION

Livonia Stevenson High
School plans to stage a 40~
year football all-player
reunion, Friday, Sept. 10,
during its game against
Livonia Churchill.

For more information, call
coach Tim Gabel at (734)
744~2660 or e-mail tga-~
bel@livonia.k12.mi.us You

- can also visit

http://shs.freewebspace.com

. ,

LIVONIA GOLF PRACTICE

The City of Livonia
Department of Parks and
Recreation is offering golf
practice from 9 a.m. to noon
each Wednesday at the
Community Recreation
Center, located at Hubbard
and Five Mile roads.

An annual pass or daily
fee is required in addition to
the $6 bucket fee.

For more information, call
(734) 466-2900.

ttems for the Sports Roundup may
be faxed to (734) 591-7279 or
mailed to the Observer, 36251
Schootcraft, Livonia, Mi, 48150.

Play A Hand Of Black;ack

> Against The WCSX Personality!

Prizes, Freebies and More!

Members of the Plymouth
Whalers’ front office are working -
to assure that fans leave games
satisfied next season - no matter
what the final score is.

Armed with a new marketing
slogan - “Catch the Wave” -
Whalers’ director of corporate
sales and marketing Rob -
Murphy and staff are examining
different ways to help make

- watching a Whalers game a fun,

family-friendly experience.

To that end, Elvis recently
entered the building - orinthis .
case, the Compuware Sports Arena.

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, July 8, 2004

Could Elvis be ska
or Whalers

Murphy is considéring hosting-

an “Elvis Night” or two next sea-
son during a Whalers game, so
Lou Richards - owner of Lou
Richards Entertainment - visit-
ed the arena in full Presley
regalia, including jet~black hair
in a pompadour.

It's understood hard-core
‘Whaler fans come for the game.
But what about the family look-
ing for a fun night out?

Murphy - starting his first full
season with the Whalers = is
looking to connect with a poten-
tially lucrative market. .

his fall?

(PC)

““Our fr”ont oﬁice ob;ectlve is -
no different than the Whalers on
the ice,” said Murphy. “We want
tobe the best in the Ontario -
Hockey League. That means -

providing our guests witha pre- ;

mier, clean and safe environ-

-ment that supports some of the -

best hockey played in Mlchlgan

_ “The Whalers’ total-game =

experience - from the moment
you enter the arena to the time -
you leave ~ is designed to sup-
port the cornerstone of our

" brand - excitement, exceliende .

fun and value.”

RACE

FROM PAGE Bt

ple 4-cylinder race cars. At the

' prerace meeting, someone told

Mullett that if he spun out, he.
needed to remember not to
brake, but slow down until he
felt the tires grab the pavement.
Sure enough, heading into the
third turn on the first lap,
Mullett had to heed the advice.
“The car in from of me started
to go high on the track, so I tried
to pass him down low;” Mullett
said. “He cut back low to block
me and I went on the grass and

@bserver 8Eccemm

NEWSPAPERS

ANIMAL CAMPS

in Metro Detroit

734-420-1185

+ Hands-on with live animals every day
+ Science investigations
» Several diffexent camps to choose from
Celebrating 25 Years of Doing Camps!

. OE082242

just spun out. It was just like on
snow.”

And when the tires finally
grabbed, Mullett found himselfin a
second predicament — headed
right for the wall in Turn 3.

“I was probably going about 50
miles per hour when I went into
the turn,” Mullett said. “It looked
bleak in the first lap. My heart did-
n’t have time to get into my throat.”

Half a lap down, Mullett did
his best to catch up to the pack.
He caught them into the 10th
lap, but couldn’t pass them. He
was so intent on winning that he
failed to see the checkered flag
— his other'miscue of the night.

“I passed them all on the 11th

lap, not knowing it was the 11th
lap,” Mullett said. “It was a little
embarrassing. Someone said
that I provided all of the enter-
tainment that night. And some-~ *
one else after the race came up
to me and said, “Thanks for not
crashing our car.”

If the speedway decides to
hold the event again, Mullett is
right there ready to volunteer, If "
not, he still has his memories of
his 10 laps behind the wheel.

“I do believe God gave his
angels charge over me,” Mullett . -
laughed. “But it was a lot of fun.
T'd do it again.”

pheaudry®oe homecomm.net | (134) 9532106
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BATS

FROM PAGE Bt

toughest, most athletic guys I
know, but that ball came off
the bat so fast that there was
no way he could react quick
enough to protect himself. It
was at that moment that I real-
ized how potentially dangerous
aluminum bats can be.”

YEARS-OLD DEBATE

Proponents of aluminum bat
use argue that they are not
only more economical for
budget-strapped high school
and college programs, but that
ongoing restrictions put in
place have made them as safe
as wood. Opponents feel the
speed generated by a baseball,
when struck by an aluminum
bat, creates more of an injury
risk for pitchers.

Dr. David Janda, an ortho-
pedic surgeon and director of
the Ann Arbor-based Institute
for Preventative Sports
Medicine, said the restrictions
may have lessened the risk fac-
tor, but not totally eliminated
it.

“It’s a good start,” said Janda,
whose institute has completed
several safety-related sports
studies. “But the bottom line is
that, due to the injury risk,
there is no valid reason alu-
minum bats should be used in
competitive baseball games.

“The primary reason alu-
minum bats are allowed is
because they make a lot of
money for the companies that
manufacture them.”

Janda said that when today’s
high-tech metal bats connect
squarely with the baseball,
they can create a dangerous
situation for the pitcher — just
55 feet away from the batter
after his release and follow-
through.

“Tests have shown that a
baseball comes off an alu-
minum bat 1.5 times faster
than it does a wood bat,” he
said, “So if a ball comes off a
wood bat at 90 miles per hour,
it comes off an aluminum bat
at 135. That doesn’t leave the
pitcher — or the first or third
basemen, for that matter —
any time to react.”

Janda said this extra fraction
of a second could have allowed
Powers toraise hisglon &
more of a defensive position,

“The motor skills of wtiiica
who are between 15 and 15
years old are peaking,” Janda
said. “So a tiny fraction of a
second can matter”

BAT RESTRICTIONS

Rick Redman, vice president
of corporate communications
for Louisville Slugger, said
recent restrictions on bat man-
ufacturers have eliminated the
injury risk that aluminum bat
usage may have created.

One such restriction is the
minus-three rule, which states
that the length (in inches) of
aluminum bats used by
Michigan high school and col-
lege players cannot exceed the
weight (in ounces) by more
than three. So the minimum
weight of a 33-inch bat is 30
ounces.

“The thing that makes the
ball come off the bat so fast is
the bat speed created by the
hitter,” said former Redford
Union and current Madonna
assistant baseball coach Rick
Berryman. “The lighter the
bat, the greater the bat speed.
Before the minus-three rule,
you could have, for example, a
34-inch bat that only weighed
22 ounces. Hitters could create
tremendous bat speed with
these bats”

Anocther new restriction
placed on aluminum bat man-
ufacturers is the ball exit speed
ratio (BESR). All bats used in
competitive baseball games in
Michigan ~— from Little
League up through college —
need to be tested and certified
that their BESR is below
allowable limits.

“Due to these restrictions,
aluminum bats are now as safe
as wood bats,” Redman said.
“In fact, independent research
firms that study baseball
injuries have documented that
there has been a decrease in
injuries the past few years.”

POPULAR AND CHEAP

The popularity of aluminum
bats grew in the early "70s
because of their low cost and
home run hitting effectiveness.

“From a financial stand-
point, aluminum bats are ben-
eficial for high schools,” said
Salem Athletic Director Tom
Willette, a former standout
pitcher for the Rocks and at

SRS

North Carolina State
University, “Wooden bats
break frequently and have to
be replaced, while aluminum
bats can be used for a few years
before they need to be
replaced.

“But along with this finan-
cial benefit comes a risk to
pitchers, who have less time to
react to balls hit up the middle
off aluminum bats. You'd still
see pitchers getting injured
with wood bats, but I don't
think there would be as many
because the ball doesn’t jump
off wooden bats like with alu-
minum.”

Aluminum bats are banned
in the wood bat-only Livonia
Collegiate Baseball League, a
summer league for college
players.

“You look at most college
games played in the spring
with aluminum bats and the
scores are often in the double
digits,” said Berryman, a coach
in the LCBL. "But we get a lot
of 3-2, 2-1 games because

:
night
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there are no aluminum bats
allowed. With the aluminum
bats, the sweet spot is very big,
so if a hitter hits the ball with
the handle of the bat, he can

‘muscle it over the infield.

With the wood bats, if you hit
the ball on the handle, either
the bat is going to break or it’s
going to be a nubber in the
infield.”

“I'd love to see the wooden
bats make a comeback,” Dickey
said. “I (watch the LCBL) and
it’s a totally different brand of
baseball. Along with being
safer for the pitchers, the out-
fielders don’t have to play so
deep, and there seems to be
more strategy involved.”

ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE

Jan Hippler knows all too
well the risks high school and
college pitchers face when they
take the mound. Her son,
Nick, a former star catcher at
Farmington High School and
current player at Madonna,

was seriously injured while
serving as a fill-in pitcher dur-
ing a tour of Europe with the
Baseball All-Stars traveling
team in July 2001.

Aline drive off the alu-
minum bat of an opponent
struck Hippler above the right
ear as he completed his follow-
through. He remained in
intensive care for over a month
due to brain swelling.

“Nick’s team had run out of
pitchers, and they knew he had
a strong arm so they asked him
to pitch,” Jan Hippler remem-
bered. “It was against the
German national team, and
they had a lot of big players.
He’s a real good athlete, but he
had no time to react to the
ball” '

If budgetary concerns are
going to prevent the demise of
the aluminum bat, Jan Hippler
said she would like to see some
kind of head protection devel-
oped for pitchers.

“I've talked to some people
about the possibility of coming
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up with a custom-fit helmet for
pitchers to wear, at least for
the upper levels of baseball,”
she said. “I have a 17-year-old
son who pitches, plus Nick is
talking about giving pitching
another shot, so it makes me
nervous.”

HAPPY MEDIUM

A happy medium for
wood-bat traditionalists and
tight budgets may be the
composite bat, which is a
wood bat encased in a clear,
composite shell. The shell
makes the bats much more
durable than ordinary wood
bats, so much so that
Louisville Slugger offers a
30-day warranty on some of
its composite models.

Also, manufacturers fill
grooves in the bats’ barrel with
resin, which supports and
absorbs the impact of the ball.

“Composite bats cost any-
where from $80 to $90,” said
Dave Carroll, owner of Canton

AT&T Wireless

Sports. “They’re more expen- !
sive than wood, whichrun

from $30 to $60, butnotas
expensive as aluminum, which |

. cost anywhere from $200 to’

$350. Plus, they're more
durable than wood bats
because of the material that is
on the outside.”
Both Powers and Hippler:
have made remarkable recov-
eries from their injuries. After .
sitting out one season to recov-
er, Hippler joined Madonna’s
baseball team and has thrivéd
- much to the surprise of-doc~

'

tors and to the delight of his
mother.

And Powers?

“I have just one more doc-
tor’s appointment,” said *
Powers, who will play line-
backer again for the Chiefs’
football team in the fall. “I
plan on playing baseball
again next year, but I won’t: .. -
pitch. Even now, when I'm
watching a game, if there ig
hard-hit ball at someone, I
flinch a little” -
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Local
designers.
make over

loft for HGTV

BY MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

"1t was a made-for-TV “drama’;
Renovate a home, staying within a cer-
tain budget and time frame. TV cam-
eras would record presentations by
interior designers and the finished
project.

That was the scenario, and the reali-
ty, for West Bloomfield interior
.designer Barbi Krass and Detroit resi-
dent Scott Damman, Krass, owner of -
Colorworks Design Studio, completed
a design project on Damman’s Detroit
loft. :

And as if scripted, the challenge had
a happy ending for all, It was a tri-
umph of creativity and construction.
And it will be seen nationally on
HGTV’s Designers’Challenge 8 p.m.
Thursday, July 15.

“He (Damman) was great to work
with,” said Krass, who was assisted by
Colorworks interier designers Amy
Cowan and Andrea Davis.

“We had a very good relationship.
He definitely knew what he wanted.”

“Everybody was tremendous ... 'm
very happy,” said Damman, formerly
of Rochester Hills.

The project will also be one of 22
featured ipyBest of Designers’
Challenge, a coffee table book due out
in January.

CHALLENGE ISSUED

Every week, Designers’ Challenge
features three different interior
designers presenting proposals for an
actual home project. The ﬁ)smeowners
pick one of the proposals, which is
then carried out.

To find the designers, show produc-

Scott Damman and Barbi Krass, owner of Coforworks Design Studio, sit in the entértaininq area
of Damman's Detroit ioft. in back are interior designers Andrea Davis (left) and Amy Cowan.

through the American Society of
Interior Designers,

Damman, a sales and distribution
representative for a medical equip-
ment company, moved to the seventh-

floor loft near the MGM Grand

Detroit Casino in December 2001. It is

the entire top floor of a former
Westinghouse warehouse.

“I wanted to have an area that I
could use for dining and entertaining,”

Damman said of the project.
Damman contacted Designers’

Challenge on a friend’s recommenda-
tion in January 2003. It happened that
the timing was ideal. The program was
Jjust going to start featuring projects
from outside California, and Detroit
was one of the cities it wanted to film.
Krass’ daughter had sent informa-

tion about her mother’s business to

www.hometowydife.com

et and the city

Krass and the, other deszgners had
six weeks to.come up with their pre-
sentations. During this time, they met
with Damman and did field measures.

HGTV interviewed the designers
and filmed the presentations they gave
to Damman last June. He had one
week to decide.

“They were receptive to what I was
looking for,” he said of his selection of
Krass’ presentation.

“It’s very important to have confi-
dence in the team.”

The makeover was o be completed
within 15 weeks, working within a
budget of $40,000.

It involved about 1/3 of the 6,000~
square-foot, open loft.

Damman wanted the dining table to
be the focal point of the space, like a

PHOTOS BY LARRY MCKEE |

Béyond the 14-foot dining table is the enter-
taining area, with solar shades on the win-

ers Pie Town Productions research the program. PLEASE SEE MGTV, €3  dows and a steef ramp.
T MICHIGAN KOI AND POND CLUB
our presen S WATER GARDEN TOUR

water gardens

BY MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

When Bruce Modetz of Livonia sits by
the pond in his back yard, the scene is so
tranquil that he is unaware of the traffic
on a nearby busy sireet.

“When you're in my back yard and you
stay by my water feature, you forget
about everything,” he said.

You have a special opportunity to
enjoy the tranquility and beauty of

ponds and water gardens this weekend,

-as the Michigan Koi and Pond Club,

Southeast Chapter, presents its seventh

annual water garden tour Saturday.
The self-guided tour will feature 13

ponds at 11 houses in Livonia, Garden

PLEASE SEE GARDENS, C2

What: A tour of 13 ponds in Livonia,

Garden City and Westland.

The tour will start at the Westland

Public Library, 6123 Centrat City

Parkway, between Ford and Warren

roads and west of Wayne Road.
When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday, July 10

Tickets: $10 adult, $5 ages 5-15.
Advance tickets are available at

Barson's Greenhouse in Westland;

and at Larry's Foodland, Mike's

Market Place and Stan's Market, all
in Livonia. Tickets are also available
from Bruce Modetz, (734) 425-7490.

Information:

Call Bruce Modetz at (734) 4257490,
or visit www.mkpc-se.com.

Ron and Sue Kardynski's pond at thelr Westland home is an example of how beautsful and peaceful.
sich water features can be. A tour presented Saturday by the Michigan Koi and Pond Club, Southeast
Chapter, will give the public a chance to visit 13 ponds in Livonia, Garden City and Westland.

COUR?ESY RON AND SUE KARDYNSKI

" help keep you from fee

- color to correspond wit

_ studs. With the press of

e MARKET PlACE

Submrsssons

Do you have a
special item you'd
like to showcase in
Marketplace on the -
front of At Home?
We'd like to

feature itl

Send a photo or
slide of the piece,

information, to:

Ken Abramczyk,

At Home editor,
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers,

36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia 48150.

e e
Timely fashion

" Howard Miller®, a leading clock manufactur-
er based in Zeeland, Mich., marks its 78th
anniversary with new pieces. They include
the Alison, Jennelle and Rosaiyn clocks.

finish in antigue white on select materials,
hardwoods and veneers. it is 79 inches high,
19-1/4 inches wide and 9 inches deep..

crown that complements the scrolf carvings
befow the dial and at the base. The bezel.
assembly hinges vertically for easy access.
A quartz, dual-chime movement plays
Westminster or Ave Maria chimes. Afso fea~
tured are volume control, an automatic
nighttime shutoff option, and adjustable fev-
elers under alt four corners. A free brass
heirloom plate will be engraved with your
name and special date.

The Alison fioor clock has a lightly distressed

The Alison features a decorative, removable

The Jennelle and Rosaiyn wall clocks each
feature a fiat-top pediment accented with an
ofive ash, burl corner overlay and a sculpted
bottom on the hinged door. A polished brass-
finished pendufum and bezel are accents. -
The Jennelie is finished in Windsor cherry
and the Rosalyn in oak Yorkshire, both on

select hardwoods and veneers, -

anniversary inscription.

Both measure 24-1/4 inches high, 13 inches
wide and 6-1/2 inches deep. They operate
with a key-wound, Westminster chime move-
ment with a chime silence option and

durable bronze bushings.

For a free copy of a guide to the finer points
of clocks and coflectors cabinets, or to find a
store near you, calf (800) 873-0506 or v15|t

www.howardmiller.com.

* canscan depthsupto?

The off-white dial offers a special 78th

Don't litter

it may not be easy
get your kids to keep
their rooms neat, but you . .-
may be able to work with-
them to keep the high
ways tidy - if you remem
ber to set an example,
quhways without trash

W Keep a litterbag in
the car. This will heip *
keep trash out of your
car and off the road.

M Set an example.
Children copy what they
see. You can prevent b
behavior by picking up afte
yourself and not littering.

W Use the ashtray. The
ashtray was meant to ho!
cigarette butts, ashes ant
other trash. According
the California Departme
of Transportation, the: -
most commonly fittere
item is cigarette butts

M Clean out your pic
up truck bed, Random
trash feft in the back ¢
your truck can easily -
blow out onto roadways..

Everyday ideas -
if you're an avid do-it+ .
your,selfer or would liks
to be, you're not ajone'in. -
the do-it-yourself grou

The 101 ?os‘k popular 4
do-it-yourseif projects ™ i
include: hargjng a picture, o
assemblmq urniture;
instaliing a shelf: installing
curtain blinds; repairing
toilet, faucet or shower;
painting room or door;
installing screw or anchors
in the wall; installinga ~
fight fixture, assembling -
a grill or installing locks.
or doorknobs. e

Heeding a few hints and
identifying the right tools -

- for the job can heip make

- these projects easler.

« Hanging family photos:
in a gallery style can help
Jiven your family room.

ing up against the wall,
try using a Rubbermaid :
Tough Tools Picturé
Hanging Kit. Designed to
fit into a kitchen drawe
the kit features every-
thing needed for this p
ular-project. ,
Youngsters may be mor
likely to keep their room:
¢lean if you create a spe’
cial pface for their toys, -
books and games, Build -
-four plain wooden cubes:
and join them into a farger
cube. Attach casters. Pain
each cube a different

its contents - say blue
books, green for games
Don't take short cuts;
make sure measuremen
are accurate, Do-it-your
selfers can mark thelr
projects with accuracy
* using the laser technolo
gy of Straight-Line Lase
Tools, designed for meas-
uring, leveling and finding

button, the Laser Tape
can measure the area o
room to assist in instalii
carpet, A laser beam pi
points the surface to

measure and the device
instantly caiculates the
distance. The Stud Finde

1/2 inches and features
auto calibration to aid in
projects like hanging a
shelf, For hands-free opt
ation, the Strait-Line
Laser Level has an adhe-"
sive swivel base accesso-:
ry for vertical and hori-
zontal applications.
You can learn more
online at www.rubber-
maidfoughtools.com an
www.strait-line.com,
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City and Westland ( see related
item).

“It’s fun, a spec1al
Westland resident Kon
Kardynski, who, like Modetz, is
a member of the MKPC,

“You'll see anything from
small ponds to large ponds,
wildlife from koi to goldﬁsh
bullfrogs.”

This is the first year the tour
is in a western area. Previous
events have taken place in
communities more to the east,
including Harper Woods and
Shelby Township.

Although in three communi-
ties, the locations of the ponds
and water gardens on the tour
aren’t far apart.

“You could probably see
every pond in 2-1/2 hours,”
Modetz said.

Visitors will be able to go
directly to the ponds at each
location. MKPC members will
be present to answer questions.

The tour will also provide
information about a class pre-
sented by the club, Ponding
101, that will take place
Saturday, July 17, at the Civic
Center Library at Five Mile
and Farmington Road in
Livonia.

The MKPC was formed in
1996 to promote the hobbies of
fish ponds and water gardens
in the state.

Its mission, according to its
Web site, is to educate mem-
bers and others about the do's
and don'ts for successful water
gardening. It has developed
slide and video presentations
that it has given to other
organizations, and won an
award for an exhibit at
Bloomfest in 1999.

The club has about 150
members throughout south-
east Michigan. .

You don’t have to have d
pond to attend the meetings.or
join the organization. Many
members don’t have a water
garden or pond in their yard,
but are in the group to learn
about such water features

Free In-Home Estimates » Design Ser

48.477.151

before constructing one.

“It’s open to everybody ... It’s
such fun,” Modetz said.

“The people really try to
help,” Kardynski said.

Members share information
on a wide variety of questions,
about such topic as water clari-
ty and keeping herons and rac-
coons out of the ponds, he said.

Yearly membership fees are
$25 per household. The club-
meets once a month from April
to November, with an event at
every meeting - such as visit-
ing a pond or hearing a talk
from an expert. It also has a
newsletter. . .

“This is our major fund-rais-
er; said Modetz, who has a
4,400-gallon pond.

The relaxatmn provided by
ponds and water gardens are
what Kardynski and Modetz
like the most about them.

“It’s so peaceful ... The seren-
ity s incredible,” Modetz said.:

Proceeds from the tour will
go to Cornerstone Middle -
School. :

mklemic@oe.homecomm.net | (248) 901-2569

‘Don’t cover up bed mamtenancef

Aﬁetaha.rd day, mybed:smybestﬁaend,'
but the rest of the time, it i is a nuisance, Beds

take up a lot of space, requiring me to cover,
decorate and clean them. How can I simplify

these tasks, short of pitching the beds out the -

door?

The bed is generally the la.rgest piecev_ofrfufré_ '

niture in your bedroom. .

Choose your bedspread and build the room
theme around it. Other decorations such as
drapes, wall coverings and dresser decor will -
accent your bedding. -

Choose a bedspread that
will 'com’pliment your taste
but requires minimum main-
tenance.

Ifyou choose to. decorate
with a Victorian theme, you
will want to avoid an ivory .

fles unless you are willing to.

Domestic spend time cleaning and
Planner ironing. An alteinative
would be a quilted bed-
Diana spread.
Koeni If you insist on dlsplaymg
9. und Grandmother’s beautiful cro-
cheted bedspread, this heir-

Joom would work best in a guest room that
doesn’t require daily maintenance. :
Comforter type bedspreads are very com-"

‘mon and can be bought in many colors and
~ styles. They are easy to care for because they -
don’t require ironing and they hide wnnkles in

underlying blankets and sheets.
Some comforter bedspreads are shortand -
need a dust ruffle to cover the box spring. Dust
ruffles are a nuisance because they can become
caught between the mattress and box sprmg

- when you are changing sheets.

“You can do three thmgs to keep your bed-
spread clean:
‘M Don't sit on the bedspread.

make or unmake thebed..

M Don't use the bedspread as a blanket.

Your bedspread will last longer if you mml-
mize the number of times you wash it. ©~ -

The same principle works with quilts and
blankets. You can wash your blankets and
quilts less frequently if you pull the sheets
high enough to fold the ends over your covers,
protecting them from your body. -

Pillow shams are time savers. It is faster to

b‘ make a bed if you don’t spend time tucking the

bedspread under the pillow. Buy an extra pil-
low to stuff into a sham. Store your sleeping
pillow in your closet or under your bed. -

-Keep at least one extra set of sheets for your

. guests drop in and are usmg a famﬂy mem-
“ber’s bed. )

bedspread with frills and ruf-

bed m case of ax:cxdents or sickness, or if

_ Otherwise, I change my bed lmens weekIy, ,
washing the set that is on the bed and imme-
diately putting the same set back on the bed.
This saves time folding sheets. ‘
Organize your sheets in the linen closet by -
putting like-sized sheets together. Separate
pillowcases from sheets and stack them

- ‘together by sets.

-Another alternative to folding the sheets i is

“to roll the sheets. You can access them qulckly v

on the shelf and you don’t have to fuss with

- folding the fitted sheet into a neat square.
. MAKE THE BED

- Establish a house rule that everyone should

" -make their bed each morning. This should be

one of the tasks performed before beginning

“the day’s activities. However, don’t make it

“ your first morning chore.

. Pull the blanket and top sheet down shghtly v
for about 10 minutes so the bed linens can

breathe. Any moisture on the sheets will dry in

~ a short amount of time. This will keep your.

linens fresh.

Bathe and wear clean sleepwear each mght
and your sheets will stay clean longer. Itis
faster to wash sleepwear than to strip bed -

~ linens. M you are a fanatic about clean Imens,
.change your sheets more often.

- If you expect small children to make their

“beds, you need an easy system for them to use..

Teach them how to properly make a bed.

Pull beds away from the wall so the bedspread

and blankets will fit. Use a bedspread that
doesn't require them to smooth out wrinkles
or tuck in pillows. At age 6, my children were

- given the responsxblhty to make their beds
. eaeh morning,.
M Make sure your hands are clean when you

By followmg afew s:mple rules you can’

- -minimize the time required to care for your
‘ bed linens. . :
1 enjoy clean linens with minimal effort by

washing sheets weekly, mattress pads and -

blankets twice a year, and bedspreads everyv o

two years.
REFRIGERATOR BUI.I.ETIN

- “Clean bed linens with minimal effort”
Send your questions and success stories to: Diana
Koenig, P.0. Box 1702, Manchester, MO 63011, E-mail

dianakoenig@hotmail.com or visit www.domesticplan-
ner.com,

-~ Make the bed every déy and your bedrootn
will look neat and tidy despite a little clutter.

Plan your weekend activities
each Thursday with Filter

Visit Qur In-Store
Clearance Center
Open: Mon., Thur., Fri. 9:30-9:00;

1 YEAR INTE
WE’LL PAY YOUR 6%
LLASSI
INTERIORS

C

Now thru August 2nd, take advantage of
- everything Thomasville ® bas to offer: . -
Dining Rooms, Bedroomss, Living Rooms,
Upbolstery and more at fantastzc sczwngs
.and for this week only, quality for

T FREE..or

BESIGN SEIWIGE AVAII.ABI.E

www.classacmt_enor;tutnlture,com ‘

New Web Address

Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Sun.1-5

*All discounts are off manufacturers’ suggested prices. All pridr sales’
excluded. Offer not valid with any other promotional discount.

FURNITURE

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia * South of 8 Ml»le

(248) 474-6900

i
N
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aking most of next-
generation burners

Tech
Savvy

HGTV

FROM PAGE C1

work of art. He also wanted an area
where guests could congregate and look
. out at the city through the large windows,
and a living area by a TV.
The finished effect is contemporary and
comfortable. Custom furniture and cus-
tom rugs blend with the exposed beams

2 ow that DVD recorders
(better known as burners)
* have dropped below the
$100 mark, you're probably
tempted to add one to your PC.

and brick walls of the site to create an And why not? With one of Rick
urban, sophisticated ambiance. The these drives and increasingly .
designers consulted Damman during the cheap media (blank DVDs can Bro:da

now be had for as little as $1

process.
apiece), you can copy old VHS  muovie collections.

Davis became the “design police,” solv-

ing problems that arose. tapes, new home movies, and The reason is simple: DVDs e
An example involved the 14-foot-long PC-recorded TV shows to discs  scratch very easlly, and a R

dining table, which has a concrete base that will play in your set-top scratched DVD is more or less

and walnut top. It was too large to fit in DVD player. a ruined DVD. That’s $20 B

the elevator to the loft, so part of the ele- I'm much more enthusiastic =~ down the tube.

vator had to be removed. about all this than I was a year Thanks to second-generation

ago, when I wrote about my DVD burners that are now
CHALLENGE MET frustration with expensive coming to market, it just got a

drives and buggy software. You  little easier to copy movies.
may recall my experience burn-  That’s because the drives sup-

For the entertaining area, Krass and
ing a DVD that contained (no port double-layer (DL) media, -

her staff designed a raised level in one

corner of the loft. Solar shades were put joke) upside-down video. the same kind used by com-

on the windows. The shades don’t inter- Thankfully, things have mercial DVDs.

fere with the view, and help with energy. improved considerably. Previous drives were limited
The platform is furnished with small PHOTOS BY LARRY MCKEE { STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER For instance, want to copy to single-layer discs, which

sofas, and round ottomans and square The entertaining area in one corner of the loft includes small sofas, large ottomans and fleor pilfows, old VHS tapes? Look no fur- don’t have quite enough room -

floor pillows in shades of terra~cotta, lime  and a standing bar around one column. ther than the HP DVD Movie - to hold feature-length movies

and blue. New flooring was made of dis- Writer de4000, a speedy burn-  and all the menus and special

_ tressed wood so it would be similar to the er you can connect right to features that usually accompa
’ original floor. At one side of the platform your VCR - no computer or ny them.

is a steel ramp. software required. It's on the The good news is, DL drives
Krass and her team designed furnish- pricey side at $299.99, but for ~ aren’t much more expensive

ings, including a mobile bar made of this particular fask itshard to  than their single-layer counter:

scrap metal that can be rolled up and beat. parts. Lite-On’s SOHW-832S -

down the ramp. Davis designed a stand- As for home movies shot sells for $149.99; Sony’s DRU- j

ing bar around one of the floor-to-ceiling with your digital camcorder 7003, for $199.99. '

beams in the space. and edited on your PC, all the The bad news is, DL media is |
Lighting was designed that resembles latest video-editing programs ~  rather expensive: about $10

street lamps. The lighting consists of including the two I mentioned  per disc. What’s more, the :

welded metal fixtures attached to vertical in my last column, Pinnacle drives are fast at burning sin- -

beams. Studio 9 and Ulead . gle-layer discs, but slowwith -
All of the metal furnishings, designed VideoStudio 8 - feature DVD-  DL. All this will change with -

by Colorworks, were fabricated by Scott authoring capabilities. time. L&

Brazeau of Pontiac. That means in addition to Even if copying movies isn’t " =
Near the party area is a round dining or creating your movie master- on your mind, your next DVD -

game table, made of corrugated metal piece, you can add menus and ~ burner should definitely be a

with a rust patina. chapters and then burn the DL model. They offer twice the *
Laminate display unit furnishings - entire thing to a DVD, all from  storage capacity and backward-:

one with drawers and shelves, one with one program.’ compatibility with smgle-layer

shelves and niches - separate the TV area OK, I know what you're media. It’s a no-brainer. /

from the rest of the loft, without shutting thinking: What about copying f

it out. , DVDs? - , Rick Broida writes about; comput
The space is also furnished with a wal- For many users, this is the ersand technology for the dbserver &

nut and brass veneer entertainment cen- Holy Grail of DVD burning. " Eccentric Newspapers. Broida, of

ter, a double day bed that serves as a sofa, Not because they want to sell Commerce Township, has written for

an area rug, and a lounger and footstool bootlegs of Spider-Man on- computer and technology magazines,

by Thayer Coggin. There is also a room street corners, as most movie- and is co-author of several books on

divider on casters that is made of the studio execs believe, but handheld computing. Readers who

same steel as the round dining table; it because they want to make have questions for Broida can e-mail

mimics the curve of the chair.

3 - R backups of their personal - him at rickbroidal@excite.com.
Others involved in the makeover were The 14~foot dining table is a focal point. A smaller, round table is to the left; a TV area is behind the i .

Petrucci Homes of Bloomfield; Janet's larger tabie.
Upholstery of Farmington; Surface

Concrete of Detroit (table); Brian

Murply Floors of Royal Cak; and Atlas Damman Hardware, threw a cocktail “I always wanted to live down here,”
(rugs) and Distinctive Carpet. both of party for all the designers last summer Damman said. “It's a small big city”
North Carolina. The guests watched the dewntow fire-

Damman, whose father was CEQ of works from the loft. mklemic@oe.homecomm.net | (248) $01-2569

Stella D'Oro - g FRESH SHIPMENTS

2 galion Reg. $19.99 @il  Weare a ﬂzu-time\gwden center, While S
looms all summer! @ | others are clearing out tired, old stock, we @1 - |
] offer new nursery stock, and perennials in o

bloom. Fresh shipments arrive weekly. i

Come in and check us out!

Now you can have Wall systems, entertainment centers or bookeases custom built .
. just'for you by master craftsmen, using your measurements and the finest oak and
: cherry {no particle board). Best of all, we will do this at about the same price as
ion-made gystems. See over 40 entertainment centers and wall systems on
All'units can'be sxz»d to {it any wall, any TV, any sound system.

l\PlURSOERY
734-453-5500 and GARDEN GENTER

www,plymouthnursery.net
r 9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd,
2 Mon-Thurs 9-6 ¢ Fri 9-7 7 Miles West of I-275
Sat 9:6= ISun"lO'-5 ) . 1 1/2 Miles South of M-14
Offers Expire 7/14/04 Corner of Gotfredson Rd.

P“t Some'fun in\ yOur | |
backyard! |

The Jacuzzi J-355 Spa! |
Reg. $9290 | * Seats up to 6 Adults |

nWom oA B b &

» 27 Hydrotherapy Jets L

Now: * Multi-color LED Lighting | |

~ +Patented Rainbow Waterfall | |
$6995 * 24-Hour Continuous Filtration 1

HOWELL WATERFORD | | LIVONIA
4116 East Grand River 6650 Highland Rd (M-59) 35400 Plymouth Rd

Just E. of Latson Rd. Btwn Airport & Williams Lk Btwn Wayne & Levan
517.548.7727 ) 248.886.7727 734.367.6600
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