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Win a $500 
Farmer Jack 

shopping spree 
See page B6 for details 

Theatrical invite 
The Partnership for ' the 

Ar ts and Humanities, Inc. 
would like t o invite the 
community to a special 
event at the Cherry Hill 
Village home of Jer ry 
and Diane Cuper 3-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Apr i l 4. A the-
ater hard-hat tour will 
begin at 4 : 3 0 p.m. Tax-
deductible donation of 
$ 5 0 per person can be 
applied toward sponsor-
ing a seat if you should 
decide. For more infor-
mation, please phone 
Jennifer Tobin, (734) 
3 9 4 - 5 4 8 4 . 

Celebrate seniors 
The Observer & 

Eccentric Newspapers, In 
cooperation with 
Schoolcraft College, 
presents a senior citizens 
expo - "Celebrating 
Senior Life in America" -
Wednesday, May 19. 

The event is expected 
to draw thousands of 
older adults ic 
Schoolcraft's new 
VisTaTech Center on 
Haggerty. For more, 
please see page A6. 

Learn to skate 
The Arct ic Edge Ice 

Arena, 46615 Michigan 
Avenue/ is offer ing a 
spring Learn to Skate 
program for various lev-
els of instruct ion. Tot 
Time is Tuesdays or 
Thursdays, while Learn to 
Skate will be Thursdays 
and Saturdays. 

A new adult class will 
begin this session 6-7 p.m. 
Thursdays. All classes are 
eight weeks and begin 
April 3 and end June 5. 

For more information, 
call Arct ic Edge at (734) 
487-7777. 

Hot stoves 
Members of the Salem 

High School Culinary 
Ar ts team said before 
competing in the state 
compet i t ion that winning 
a national championship 
didn't matter, ait they 
wanted was to go to 
Florida for the contest. 

They get their chance 
now, after winning the 
state competit ion earlier 
this month in Grand 
Rapids, where their recipe 
for iamb shank, salad and 
chocolate and strawberry-
passion frui t mousse won 
them first-place honors 
f rom the Michigan 
Restaurant Association. 

The national competi-
t ion is Apri l 25-27 in 
Orlando. 

By the way, the public 
can taste food prepared 
by students in the culi-
nary arts program at the 
Rock Cafe, located in 
Salem High School. It's 
open 10:30 a.m. to noon 
Tuesday-Friday. 
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career off to p 
promising start. 
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Porn case against teacher dismissed 
A Canton resident accused of possess-

ing child pornography on his home com-
puter has been cleared of all charges 
after the Wayne County Prosecutor's 
office asked that the case be dismissed. 

Lary Howard, 56s a language arts 
teacher at Emerson Middle School in 
Livonia, was charged earlier this 
month with six counts of possession of 
child sexually abusive material. He was 
arrested after Canton Police received a 
tip from another resident in the house-
hold. 

His preliminary hearing was post-
poned for two weeks after Assistant 
Wayne County Prosecutor Daniel E. Less 
requested an adjournment. Less said 

|

£j there were 90,000 
n images recovered from 

Wa Howard's computer and 
| he needed more time to 

H go over the evidence. 
J j Judge Ron Lowe, of 

I j j 35th District Court, 
j agreed to the adjourn-
u . ment but told the pros-
MOWare ecution, " I expect all 
the (allegations) to be on the table then 
(March 26)." 

At Friday's hearing Assistant Wayne 
County Prosecutor Maria Pelito, filling 
in for Less at the last minute, said she 
was not familiar with the case but that 
"the prosecution is asking the court to 

dismiss the case without prejudice." 
That would leave the door open for the 

prosecution to bring additional charges 
in the future. 

And Lowe bristled at the request. 
"I specifically instructed the prosecu-

tion office two week ago when they 
asked for the adjournment that they 
would have to be here today with any 
charges they were going to bring against 
this man — any additional counts," he 
said. 

"The concept of dismissing without 
prejudice doesn't seem to close the book 
on this case as much as I expected to be 
able to close the book today. Today was 
put up or shut up time." 

After his brief lecture, Lowe dismissed 
the case "with prejudice," meaning the 
prosecution cannot return with addi-
tional charges. 

Howard's defense attorney, David S. 
Steingold, said after the hearing that the 
prosecution simply had no case. 

"There were some images," he said, 
"but they were of the proper age. In 
order to prosecute the case they had to 
prove that the women were under age. 
There was no proof that they were under 
age. They had no case." 

Steingold had some harsh words for 
the prosecution and the media. 

"Even though my client has been exon-
erated, he's still marked," he said. 

Discovery students lend 
a hand to ill schoolmate 

Traci McGuire and her son, Micah Weakiand, are both battling health problems. 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

Tuesday was a good day for 
13-year-old Micah Weakiand. 

He sat in a wheelchair in 
the living room of his home 
and talked about missing his 
friends at Discovery Middle 
School, whom he hasn't seen 
since October. 

"I like going to school 
because I'm stuck inside the 
house with nowhere to go," 
said Micah. "At least when I 
go to school, I've got some-
thing to do. I miss playing 
with my friends. 

"My favorite subject is sci-
ence because I'm good at it," 
he said. "My least favorite is 
social studies, but this year it 
was one of my favorites 
because of my teacher, Mrs. 
(Barbara) Dahiero. 

1 io>;k tr.rv.'uru to goin4; 
back. It will be a lot of fun." 

It was a good day because ' 
Micah was up for about a 
half-hour and able to remem-
ber school and his class-
mates. But most days Micah 
mainly sleeps and can't 
remehiber recent events. 

And, according to Micah's 
mother, "lYaci McGuire, on 
other occasions it gets much 
worse. 

"Some days, it's like he's a 
2-year-old and he cries 
because of the seizures," she 
said. "It's hard for us because 
Micah was always out playing 
— baseball, basketball, foot-

PIEASE SEE MICAH, A8 
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Growth prompts 
change in trash 
pickup days 

Some residents of the western portion of Canton 
will find that their trash pickup days have changed 
beginning Monday, April 12. 

The areas affected are south of Ford Road and west 
of Canton Center. (See map for days in your area.) 

Paul Denski Jr. of Canton Waste Recycling said 
the changes are made necessary due to the tremen-
dous growth in the western portion of the township. 

"The current route has been the same for 30 
years," he said. "On Wednesdays we used to get done 
in the morning. Now we have to send every truck out 
on Wednesday just to get it done in one day." 

He said the new routes and schedules should be 
sufficient for the next 20 years. 

For a map of the affected areas, go to the Canton , 
Web site at www.canton-mi.org or check the April 
FOCUS newsletter. 

For information, call CWR at (734) 397-5801. 

MEAP takes on importance for local schools 

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The eighth-grade mathematics 
MEAP test sits atop desks, 
awaiting the start of the exam. 

By now, the acronym has become 
all too familiar. 

The MEAP, or Michigan 
Education Assessment Program, 
tests come around each winter and 
spring for students in the state's 
public schools. 

For those who take the test, like 
Rachel Frederick, it isn't close to the 
most crucial exam of the year. 

Rachel is an eighth-grader at 
Emerson Middle School in Livonia. 
She's well aware throughout the 
school year of exactly when MEAP 
testing begins, but she said she isn't 
too concerned about it. 

"Our teachers help us out with the 
stuff that they teach us," Rachel said. 

She's not likely to stress out over 

How tough is i t? Some sample questions 
f rom MEAP tests. Page A4. 

the MEAP, she said, though it did 
disrupt her school schedule. "It takes 
time away from our regular classes," 
she said. 

Classes at the middle school were 
shortened to allow for an hour of 
MEAP testing each day. And 
Rachel's schedule was so turned 
around that some of her morning 
classes weren't held until the after-
noon. 

The process might be more disori-
enting than the exam itself. Rachel 
described the tests as "boring." 

"I think final exams are much 
more harder," she said. 

HEAP'S IMPORTANCE 

Today, MEAP is more than a 
measure of what students have 
learned by those checkpoints in edu-
cation. Now, MEAP results are 
translated into Michigan School 
Report Cards for public schools. 
Scores are also scrutinized for feder-
al requirements in the No Child Left 
Behind Act. 

And high school students who 
score well on the MEAP High 
School Test can earn money — 

PLEASE SEE MEAP, A 4 
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Today's Lesson is a 
cont inu ing series focusing 
on publ ic educat ion. 

MRS. FIELDS COOKIES 
Hiring for foil and part time help. 

Must be able to work days, nights... 

"Great Response! We hired 2 people 

r ight away!" K., Livonia 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
Seriously Shakespeare 
The 2004 St ra t ford Festival has 
some program: a whopp ing 174 
performances. See Thursday's 
Filter sect ion. 
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Hearing delayed 
in drowning case 

A hearing for a Canton 
mother accused of drowning 
her 11-month-old son has 
been delayed again after her 
attorney asked the court to 
be allowed to conduct an 
independent competency 
exam. 

Jennifer Ann Avery was 
charged last year with first-
degree murder, felony murder 
and first-degree child abuse 
after her son, Bryan, drowned 
in the bathtub of her apart-
ment. 

Her attorney, Donald W. 
Teichman, requested a compe-
tency exam at that time and 
she was sent to the Ypsilanti 
forensics center for evaluation. 

At Friday's hearing Assistant 
Wayne County Prosecutor 
Maria Pelito said the forensics 
center had found Avery compe-
tent to stand trial, but that her 
attorney had requested an 
independent evaluation. 

Thirty-fifth District Court 
Judge Ron Lowe granted the 
request for an independent 
evaluation and said he would 
schedule another hearing for 
sometime in May. 

However he denied the 
defense request to send Avery, 
who is in Wayne County Jail, 
back to the forensics center for 
maintenance. 

"I don't believe I have the 
authority Xo send her back to 
forensics for maintenance," he 
said. ''I gave a positive answer 
to send her back to the general 
population (jail) from the 
forensics center. They said they 
needed the bed." 

Teichman said the original 
forensic report was that Avery 
was incompetent, then she was 
found to be competent. 

"That's pretty common that 
the forensic center will change 
their minds in order to expe-
dite things," he said. 

Winter Guard set for Central show 
The 20-member 

Plymouth-Canton Winter 
Guard has added one more 
performance to its busy 
schedule, and the Plymouth-
Canton community is invited. 

The Guard appears at 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, March 31 at 
Central Middle School. 
Music and dance will come 
alive with the spinning of 
flags, rifles, and sabers. 
Admission is free. 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Winter Guard, coached by 
Jennifer LeSeth, is one of 
several programs sponsored 
by the Plymouth Canton 
Music Boosters and includes 
students from Canton, 
Salem, and Plymouth High 
Schools. 

The PCMB is best known 
for its award-winning march-
ing band, which is directed 
by Marc Whitlock. Winter 
Guard provides an opportu-
nity for the PCMB Marching 

Thp 20-member Plymouth-Canton Winter Guard wil l per form at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday/March 31, at Central Middle School. Music and dance wil l come 
alive'with the^pmning of f lags, r i f les and sabers. Admission is free. 

Band Color Guard to practice 
their ar tand perform 
throughout the school year. 

Tfais year's Winter Guard 
began practice within weeks 
ofrthe final PCMB Marching 
B t̂nd performance in 
November. It has appeared 

in the Winter Guard 
International Regional 
Competition in Chesterton, 
Indiana, as well as Michigan 
Color Guard Circuit competi-
tions in Linden, Harper 
Woods, Troy, and South 
Lyons. Its final appearance 

will be at the MCGC State 
Finals Competition at 
Saginaw Valley State 
University April 3. 

Students who are or will be 
attending high school at the 
Plymouth Canton Education , 
Park in the fall are invited to 
try out for the PCMB 
Marching Band Color Guard. 
Trvouts begin Tuesday, April 
20 at 3:30 p.m. with an 
information meeting in the 
Plymouth High School Band 
Room followed by skill intro-
duction and practice. 

Sessions will continue until, 
final guard selections are 
made Thursday, April 29. To 
learn more about Winter 
Guard/Color Guard, mem-
bers will be available to 
answer questions after their 
performance at Central 
Middle School and again on 
April 7 during High School 
Activities Night at Salem 
High School. 

•;! 

Canton Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Women Serving the Community 

for Over 13 Years 
Drs. Donna Hrozendk, Jody Jones, Ann Uhle, Cristina Lete,YuvelIe 

Eaton-McFarland and Nurse Practitioner Kathy Kise 
are accepting new patients for Obstetric and Gynecology care. 

O u r physic ians a re Board Cert i f ied and members of the American 
College of Obstetr ic ians a n d Gynecologists 

Hospi ta l pr ivi leges at 
St. Joseph Mercy Hospi ta l in Ann Arbor 

Offe r ing : 

® Prenatal Care including high-risk pregnancies 
• Ultrasound & infer t i l i ty work-up 

»"Well W o m a n " services inc luding breast exams and Pap screening 
u s ing "Thin P rep" technology 

At tend our FREE seminar on April 13 5:30-6:30 p m on menopause and 
HRT. Call off ice fo r details. 

• D i a g n o s i s and treatment for cervical abnormal i t ies 
wi th on-site LEEP and Cryotherapy services 

Early m o r n i n g and early evening appo in tmen t s available for your 
T T T A convenience. 
I D A We par t ic ipate with mos t insurance plans . 

Please call to inquire. 

C a n t o n Obstetrics a n d Gyneco logy 
1600 Sou th C a n t o n Center Road • Sui te 210 ® 734.398./ 

Pediatrics-Internal Medicine-Ob^telrics ^nd GvnecnSuevTainih Practice 
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IS LOVE 
ter Celebi-qti :i 

T^id Easter come celebrate 
tf?e resurrection of our Savior 
tf?e birtfj of a brand new cl)urcl). 

Harvest Bible Church 
invites you to join us 

Easter Sunday, April 11 at 10:30 am 
at the Elks Lodge in Plymouth 

4 1 7 0 0 Ann Arbor Rd. East, Plymouth 

f R j n e explore a service where the.Blble is passionately, y e t \ \ 
|p |mpass ionate ly preached and practically applied to your 

o\c»t B a y life. Come see that Easter is ful l of rich meaning for your 
tstover, on Easter Sunday how faith in Christ can give you 
tope for today and tomorrow. We're saving a seat for you! \ 

st another Church! 
JHHHRcd to hear the whole 

jlivered with great 
>n and compassion. 

experience God in a 
ray. Worship services 

liporary and relevant, 
dng to lift high 
te of Jesus Christ 

I'rolitMdiil, weii-statfed nursery 
ildren's ministries 

kids will love! 

you! \ 

Left to right: (Bad Row) Krisli no & Associate fas tor jsmic Langan, Lead faster Dan&|ul ie 
(Front Row) Madeline & Ethan langan, Kay lee,1).). & Sydney McGhee 

Ann Arbor Rd. 
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C t i u r e f i • 

.odge • Plymouth, Michigan • 7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - 7 7 9 5 

fere tf?e Word of God k pamouatel$ preached without apology 
avdpeople are loved unconditionally" 
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Residents want another 1-275 interchange at Ford 
BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI 

^ STAFF WRITER 

Some residents suggested a new I-
275 interchange in Canton. Others 
say Lotz Road needs paving, while 
some think a road to Lilley — behind 
the businesses — would help reduce 
congestion on Ford Road. 

The 30-some residents and 
Downtown Development Authority 
members who attended the second 
public workshop in the continuing 
study of Ford Road wrote their sug-
gestions on Post-It notes and stuck 
them to the appropriate spot on an 
aerial map of Canton's major com-
mercial corridor Thursday night. 

"I really appreciate the number of 
comments you've made on the back 
wall," said Jeff Edwards, a transporta-
tion planner with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation. 

Participants' opinions will be used 
as MDOT officials and its consultants, 
the Corradino Group, make their way 
through a study of access to business-
es and traffic on Ford. The study 
addresses the access points along 
Ford — entries to shopping areas and 
subdivisions — as well as traffic on 
the state-owned east-west route. 

Practical solutions for Ford Road 
are expected to be delivered in a 
completed study by September, con-
sultant Joe Corradino said: "Our job 
is to make you as informed as possi-
ble." 

That has been easier said than 
done. At the first public workshop in 
February, only about 10 business peo-
ple and residents participated, despite 
hundred of invitations. After 4,500 
invitations were mailed for 
Thursday's workshop, attendance 
improved. The next workshop is 
expected in May. 

Residents discussed Ford in three 
different sections: Lotz to Haggerty, 
Haggerty to Sheldon and Sheldon to 
Napier. The study covers the area 
included in the DDA. 

Discussion focused on what to do 
with the many entrances to business-' 
es along Ford Road that cause stop-
and-go traffic and, consequently, acci-
dents. "We're going to try to manage 
the points of entrance and exit and 
reduce the friction," Corradino said. 

Ford Road has 95 driveways and 32 
points of intersection conflict. 

"Some businesses said the traffic is 
not bad," Corradino said. "A lot of 
workers have told us they can't get to 

The intersection of Ford Road and Lilley is one of the trouble spots along the east-west corridor. 

lunch on the corridor and make it 
back within an hour." 

Some residents expressed concern 
about closing entrances and creating 
service drives behind the buildings, 
that could give access to the north-
south roads without using Ford Road. 

"I think this is going to be our most 
vulnerable piece," said a resident, who 
described himself as a truck driver. 
His concern is for small businesses on 
Ford, between Haggerty and Sheldon. 

"We need to protect them," he con-
tinued. "To close driveways for the 
better of the collective doesn't sit well 
with me." 

Yet another resident, however, 

questioned whether potential shop-
pers avoid the stores because of Ford 
Road congestion and other traffic 
woes. 

"Do we have the power to devalue 
the property?" the truck driver asked. 
"Let's respect everybody's rights. We 
want a good, safe access." 

Of the Sheldon to Napier portion, 
which on the west side is primarily 
residential, residents asked about 
showcasing the neighborhoods. 

Traffic signals, congestion and 
access were of concern to residents 
for all three portions of Ford. A nar-
row boulevard has been suggested, as 
well as realigning driveways. Business 

owners, Corradino said, want parking 
that faces Ford protected. 

"We have this push-pull we have to 
try to deal with," Corradino said. 

While a new interchange off 1-275 
is believed by many residents to be a 
solution, Edwards and Corradino 
cautioned that it could never happen, 
would be expensive and — though a 
task force is currently discussing it — 
could take some 20 years. 

"The volume of truck traffic forced 
to use that interchange to get on and 
off 1-275 — barely one truck gets 
through on a light because they have 
heavy loads," DDA member Tim Ford 
said. 

Some work is planned, including a 
right turn lane from 1-275 to Lilley, as 
well as widening of Warren, Morton 
Taylor and Canton Center, Edwards 
said. 

Other residents said that Ford 
Road is not well-lighted, which causes 
accidents. Others want a roadway 
behind the hotels on Haggerty that 
allows traffic from 1-275 to access 
Haggerty, without using Ford. 

"There have to be tough decisions 
made," said a resident. 

jmaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

SOME OF THE N A T I O N ' S BEST ARTISTS PUT THEIR ACCENT O N ART 

Ann * Aroor 
spring art show 
Saturday, April 3rd, 10 AM - 6 PM • Sunday, April 4th, 10 AM - 5 PM 

University of Michigan's Indoor Track Building • 1000 State St. 

$5.00 Admission • Free Parking 

A P R I L 3 R D & 4 T H 2 0 0 4 

Contact Rem Beahn 330-896-9498 or 

rbeahn@neo.rr.com 
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Optic Acrylic Collection 

A Huge Selection of 
Acrylic Lighting Available 
in Many Styles and Sizes 

Crystal Chandelier 
Available in Different Sizes 

and Finishes 

Waterfall Crystal 
Available in Chrome or Gold 

na and Different Sizes 

Table and 4 Side 
Cnairs & 2 Arm Chairs 

NOW §1.099.00 ,a 

Tremendous Value! li 

Hutch & Buffet 
NOW $999.00 O 

n Queen Bed, Dresser 
u Two Niglftstands 

NOW $1.999.00 

Drawer Chest 
NOW $599.00 

Exquisite 
18th Century Collection 

Metro Detroit's 
M-F10-8 

al SAT 10-7 
al SUN 12-5 

Largest Lighting p 

Showroom 

F U R N I S H I N G S L T D 

734.421.0200 
o i s a i s a •S luS iuBBu •SIDE En •EEuf lBu •BED 

I 

:r©i Pa rk Piacse 
© n 
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8 M? 

Sunday from 12:00 to 8 
Have your picture taken, 

Photo paekages are avaiial 

A 

His furry friends 
Live Bunnies and Chicks -

will be in the Parisian Court on 
March 27 & 28 and April 9 & 10 

from 1 2 - 6 pm. 

All children visiting 
the Easter Bunny will 

receive a fun-filled 
FREE activity book. 

The Easter Bunny's Magical Garden sponsored by: 

OUTDOOR SERVICES INC. 
Phones 248-855-8578 

www. art isticoatdoor.com 

Located in Livonia at Six Mile and Newburgh Roads 
734-462-1100 

t V -
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Sample MEAP 2002 
Level - High School /Science 

Question 1 

A fo rm of lake succession called eut roph ica t ion occurs when a lake f i l ls wi th 
inorganic debr is and eventual ly becomes a f ie ld. Water draining into a lake 
carr ies nut r ien ts and organic compounds, wh ich stimulate growth of algae 
and microorganisms. This growth forms an opaque mat on the lake's surface 
and lowers the level of dissolved oxygen produced by plants in the lake. 
Decaying f ish bodies and other sediments accumulate on the lake bot tom, 
unt i l gradual ly the lake becomes land. 

3 . There is much eutrophicat ion taking place in Lake Mitchell, but in Lake 
Sarah there is re lat ively l i t t le. You read tha t th is is part ial ly due t o the runoff 
of the d i f ferent k inds of.forests sur rounding each lake. Which of the fol lowing 
would have to be t r ue in order to suppor t th is claim? 

A. The t rees are ta l ler around Lake Sarah than around Lake Mitchell. 

B . The trees are ta l ler around Lake Mitchell t han around Lake Sarah. 

C. The forests around Lake Sarah lose the i r leaves in fail; those around Lake 
Mitchel l do not, 

D. The forests around Lake Mitchell lose the i r leaves in fall; those around 
Lake Sarah do not. 

Sample MEAP 2002 
Level - Elementary /Math 

Question 2 

Carmen increased her reading t ime each day fo r one week. On Monday she read 30 
minutes, on Tuesday 45 minutes, and on Wednesday 60 minutes. Based on this pat-
tern, how much wil l she read on Saturday? 

A. 130 minutes 

B. 105 minutes 

C. 9 0 minutes 

D. 15 minutes 

Sample MEAP 2002 
Level - Middle School /Math 

Question 3 

Carlos enjoys rent ing movies. The local video store offers two pricing plans to its 

customers as shown below. 

Planl Plan 2 
Each v ideo rental Annual membership fee of $30 

is $3.00 . Each video rental is $2.00 

Complete t h e following. Show ail of your work and explain your answer. 

How many rentals are needed to make Plan 2 more economical than Plan 1 ? 

PHOTOS BY PAUL H U R S C H M A N N I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Eighth-grade students await the start of the 2004 MEAP test in mathematics 
back in January at Discovery Middle School in Canton. 

Some interesting facts 
about MEAP testing 

• What is it: The Michigan 
Educational Assessment 
Program - commonly called 
MEAP - exams were origi-
nally developed to test stu-
dents knowledge in four core 
academic areas: Math, read-
ing, science and social stud-
ies. 

• When was MEAP first 
given: During the 1969-1970 
school year, the tests were 
created to measure academic 
achievement over time, and 
help focus assistance where 
it is needed. 

• Where does it come from: 
The Michigan Department 
of Education updates and 
alters the standardized 
exams to meet changing 
state and federal require-
ments. Questions in all areas 
are written by Michigan 
teachers or publishing hous-
es that specialize in develop-
ing assessments. Then, items 
are "piloted" in schools 
before they become part of 
the official test bank. 

• How is the data used: The 
MEAP test is distributed 

throughout a school district 
by a curriculum director. 
The administrator teaches 
staff members how to give 
the tests, collects and sends 
the materials to the 
Depar tment of Education, 
receives the results and ana-
lyzes the data on all levels -
f rom the district to individ-
ual schools, sections and 
students. The information is 
used to find and fix weak-
nesses in the district's own 
curriculum. 

• Who takes the MEAP: 
Currently, the exams are 
given in grades four, five, 
seven, and eight. A High 
School Test, the HST version 
of MEAP, is available for 
sophomores seeking dual 
enrollment, juniors and 
some seniors. 

• How is it scored: Test 
scores fall into four major 
categories. From lowest-to-
highest performance, those 
levels are: Apprentice, Basic, 
Met Michigan Requirements 
and Exceeded Michigan 
Requirements. 

www.hometowitlife.com 

Sample MEAP 2002 Answer 1 

The correct answer is 1 / 

High school students are expected t o understand resources needed fo r eutrophica-
t ion to occur as described in the i tem prompt . Based on the d i f fer ing lake condi-
t ions, the s tudent needed t o ident i fy a reasonable hypothesis for th i s d i f ference 
based on the type of forest that surround each lake. 

Sample MEAP 2002 Answer 2 

The correct answer is B 
This benchmark expects e lementary students t o : 
* Summarize and extend ar i thmet ic and geometr ic sequences (sequences 

based on addit ion, subtract ion, mul t ip l icat ion and division) by s ta t ing the i r 
rules. 

* Solve problems using number patterns. 

Sample MEAP 2002 Answer 3 
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. 31 rentals in a year are needed. 
At 30 rentals the 2 plans cost 
the same per movie ^ 
Af ter 30 rentals Plan 2 is g . 
cheaper per movie 

B. If you only rent a movie a 
m o n t h Plan 2 would not be 
economical since 12 movies 
wou ld cost $54 compared t o 
$36 wi th P lan l 

21 24 27 30 33 

Nsmbtrtf Rwtttls 

This is a 4-point response because the s tudent (A) cor rect ly indicates tha t at least 31 
rentals are needed, (B) gives a reasonable explanat ion t o support tha t answer (C) 
gives a valid example where Plan 1 would be more economical , and (D) prov ides a log-
ical explanation for th is example. 

MEAP 
FROM PAGE Al 

a $2,500 Merit Award 
Scholarship to use toward col-
lege. Steve Wasko, executive 
director of community rela-
tions for the West Bloomfield 
School District, said the schol-
arship has been an incentive 
for students to take the exam. 

"Up to this point (the HST) 
has not been mandatory," 
Wasko said. "We are looking at 
the possibility. We're in the dis-
cussion phase." 

No Child Left Behind requires. 
95 percent participation on the 
tests. Without it, a school foils to 
show adequate yearly progress. 

"Only three high schools in 
Oakland County achieved AYP 
at the high school level," he 
said. "By far and away, the 
(schools) did not have the par-
ticipation rate. There are a lot 
of very, very fine school dis-
tricts in Oakland County, some 
of the best in the state." 

Wasko called it a catch-22 
and a high-stakes competition. 

Educators, like Michael 
Holuta, agreed. Holuta, princi-
pal of Jefferson Barns 
Elementary in Wayne-Westland 
schools, has been with the dis-
trict for 22 years. He said 
MEAP is not an accurate reflec-
tion of all that goes on in the 
school, "there is so much more." 

l b bolster success on the 
exams, Holuta and his staff 

provide special events like 
MEAP rallies, videotapes and 
family nights to inform parents 
and students about good test-
taking strategies. Students 
received MEAP shirts and 
were provided with breakfast, 
a chance to stretch and to get 
focused before taking the tests. 

"There is a lot of pressure on 
students," Holuta said. "That's 
a concern as a building. We 
wanted to relieve the pressure 
and give them every opportu-
nity to do their best." 

Wasko said parents in the 
West Bloomfield district have 
been "somewhat suspect and 
leery of the MEAP test," espe-
cially at the high school level. 

"There is a lack of informa-
tion about what the test really 
accomplishes," he said. "Parents 
of children who are already 
accepted to colleges fear what 
might happen if their children 
do not do well on the MEAP." 

All they can do now, is encour-
age students to take the test. 

South Redford Schools in 
Wayne County passed a resolu-
tion this year which requires 
all Thurston High School stu-
dents to take the HST and earn 
a basic score to graduate. 
Students who fail a portion can 
re-take it or complete a special 
project for credit. 

South Redford Curriculum 
Director Cherie Cornick has 
plenty of experience when it 
comes to MEAP. In the 1970s, 
she analyzed test questions. 
Later, as a member of the 

Eighth-grade mathematics teacher Sheila Neils prepares to hand out the MEAP test for math back in January at 
Discovery Middle School in Canton. 

Michigan Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics, she created 
questions for the Math MEAP. 

CHANGE OF FOCUS 

Cornick has since witnessed 
major changes to the exams, 
and the way they are used. She 
said the MEAP was initially 
created to show what informa-
tion students learned. Now, 
with the strict requirements of 

No Child Left Behind, Cornick 
said the test focuses more on 
whether or not students have 
met the federal standards of 
adequate yearly progress. 

The state returns information 
on what percentage of students 
got the answers right, but does-
n't give details on which wrong 
answers were chosen. By analyz-
ing wrong answers, educators 
could tell when students were 
guessing, or when they shared a 

common misconception. They 
no longer have that option. 

"It doesn't help us instruc-
tionally in the same way," 
Cornick said. 

In the case of the 2003 
MEAP, results were returned 
nearly one year after tests were 
taken. Holuta likened that to 
sending out a report card one 
year later — the information 
loses importance. 

Wasko said late or inaccu-

rate information from the state 
has made MEAP a test with 
"limited value" for schools. 

Still, the biggest change is 
yet to come. 

In December the state's Board 
of Education adopted new grade 
level content expectations which 
are likely to go into effect during 
the 2005-06 school year. 

By then, all students in 
grades 3-8 will take the new" 
MEAP tests in math and read-
ing. ̂ fh is was a real surprise to 
all of us," Cornick said. 

Under No Child Left Behind, 
the state rewrote expectations 
— showing exactly what stu-
dents must know and by when. 

"We're talking about some 
very complex ideas," Cornick 
said. "This set of standards 
expects some concepts to be 
mastered two years (earlier 
than before)." 

Holuta said he, too, has seen 
expectations on students grow. 

"Kids come in with more 
knowledge today," Holuta said. 
"They have been exposed to 
much more than they had been 
in the past." 

Students at all levels are 
impacted by these changes and 
higher expectations, he said/ 
"That's fine, but what's the 
impact?" 

Cornick expressed concern 
about the importance that is 
placed upon, these exams, espe-
cially since results are published. 

"It certainly has focused peo-
ple," she said. "The question is, 'Is 
it focused in the'right direction?"' 

http://www.hometowitlife.com
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CAMPUS NEWS FOR THE RECORD 

RECENTLY ELECTED 
i 

Albion College student Katherine E. Smith was recent-
ly fleeted vice president of fraternity relations of Albion 
College's Alpha Chi Omega sorority. 

"Being elected to an executive role shows the trust and 
respect chapter members have for these students' leader-
ship abilities," said Cressie Smith, Albion College Greek 
adviser. "I'm continually impressed at the abilities of 
these students to manage both their own school work and 
the chapter operations." 

Katherine E. Smith is a junior majoring in political sci-
ence and speech communication. She is a member of the 
Gerald R. Ford Institute for Public Policy and Service. 

She is the daughter of Ibnya Smith of Canton and a 
graduate of Plymouth-Salem High School. 

ACADEMIC HONOR 

Freshman Lujie Zhang, daughter of Xiangtong Zhang 
and Bei Bei Xu of Canton, has earned a Gold A at the 
Culver Academies. Attained with a grade-point average of 
3.7 or better, the award is the highest academic honor 
attainable during a given semester and is Zhang's first 
such distinction. 

Thanks to her outstanding academic record and poten-
tial, Zhang is one of five current freshmen attending 
Culver as a Batten Scholar. Named in honor of Frank 
Batten '45, the renewable scholarship has an estimated 
four-year value of more than $100,000 and includes 
tuition, room and board, required fees, uniforms and 
books. In addition, it covers the cost of participation in 
one of Culver's spring break work projects during the 
sophomore year, as well as an off-site, summer-study pro-
gram after the junior year at a college or university in the 
United States or abroad. 

Located on Lake Maxinkuckee in the town of Culver, 
Ind., the Culver Academies are boarding schools offering 
a nine-month, college-preparatory curriculum for grades 
nine through 12. 

GRADUATED 

Michelle Magat and Paul Russette of Canton graduated 
in December from Kettering University in Flint. 

Magat earned a bachelor of industrial engineering. 
Russette earned a bachelor of mechanical engineering. 

DEATHS 
B 

Isabelle Bastion, 90, of Canton, 
died March 26. 
William R. (Frog) Bloomfield, 64, of 
Rochester Hills, died March 18. 

C 
Cynthia L. Carter, 49. 

H 
Thomas C. Hagerty, 18, formerly of 
Canton, died March 22. 

L 
Robert C. Longe, 75, of Rochester 
Hills, died March 17. 

P 
Vaclav Pesek, 80, of Rochester 
Hills, died March 21. 

S 
Guy Douglas Smith, 82, of Livonia, 
died March 23. 

For the Record appears in every 
edition of the Observer $ Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's Observer l i f e 
section in Passages on page C5. 

Noah Breden Verbeke, of Clarkston, 
died March 22. 

Elizabeth L. Warner, 94, of 
Bloomfield Hills, died March 1. 

BREAK-IN 

A home under construction 
in the 40000 block of 
Cinnmon Point was broken 
into on March 22. 

The intruders broke out a 
window and unscrewed a 
garbage disposer from under 
the sink. They didn't take the 
disposer, but did take two 
boxes of doorknobs. 

LAWN JOB 

A resident of the 1000 block 

of King Court reported that 
someone did $10 worth of 
damage to his front lawn. 

AMP TAKEN 

A resident of the 46000 
block of Waddington said 
someone stole an amplifier 
from his car while it was 
parked. 

MAILBOX TAKEN 

A Brunswick Street resident 
reported that someone stole 
his mailbox after apparently 
running over it with a car. 
Police said tire tracks led 
across the lawn from the mail-
box post. 

Arthritis Today 
JOSEPH J . WEISS, M . D . RHEUMATOLOGY 

18829 Farmington Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48152 
Phone: (248) 478-7860 

BLOOD WORK AND ARTHRITIS 
You may have heard peop le teli you that: "a b lood test showed I have arthrit is." Tha t 

statement is incorrect. Blood tests are useful, but not always, to conf i rm a type of arthrit is, 
not to make the diagnosis. 

The reason that blood tests are not so helpful ref iects t he type of markers the medica l 
communi ty uses in tak ing blood tests for arthri t is. O n e popu lar test is cal led "The 
Rheumato id Factor." It is an ant ibody to a body protein wh ich w h e n act ivated becomes part 
of events leading to inf lammation and rheumatoid arthri t is. 

Exper ience with Rheumatoid Factor has brought out t he informat ion that its presence 
is associated with a wide variety of inf lammatory react ions, a n d that of ten w h e n the 
inf lammation resoivec. t r e rheumatoid 'actor ant ibody remains. Worse still, exper ience 
snows that you can nave a^:.ve ana apparent -he^inatoia a r t h r i t s and have no rheumatoid 
factor present. In this case, the reason is that there are several pathways thai lead to 
rheumatoid arthritis, and the series of events including rheumato id factor is only one way. 

Also, t ime has shown that medicat ions can lead to giv ing you a rheumatoid factor test, 
but this occurrence has no predictive value concern ing your future risk for any arthrit is. 

Rheumato id Factor test is useful in instances of joint in f lammat ion when your doctor is 
not sure if rheumatoid, or another arthrit is, is the cause. A lso, if you have rheumato id 
arthr i t is under treatment, your doctor gains reassurance if t he titer of your rheumato id 
factor falls. , , _ 
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Think Spring! 
t i t C I \ d o S m i t h & S u n s 

• Premium 
Easter Lilies 

' n r a x t t c i "1-2-3 Stem Plants 
J r L A i N l b 5 Blooms & up" 

• Azaleas • Mums • Begonias 
• Hydrangeas • Martha Washingtons 

• Tulips • Daffodils • Hyacinths 

Fresh Cut Flowers & A r r a n g e m e n t s 

Special 
BLOOMING 
MINI-DAFFODILLS 

$1.99 ea. 

CLYDE SMITH & SONS 
G R E F N H O U & E S & G A R D E N CENTER 

• OPEN 7 DAVS 

425-1434 = -
b _ -

Why Wait Hours in E.R.? 
J W r e Here When You Need Us" 

O f f e r i n g Your C o m m u n i t y : 
* Urgent Care for 

Accidents and Injury 
• Adult or Pediatric 
Services for Illness 

• X-ray • EKG • Lab Work 
• Vaccinations 

• Sports and School Physicals 
On-Site Lab Services for Mono, 

w 
Strep, Pregnancy, Urinalysis 

Most 
Insurance 
Accepted 

i a i j o i 9 

Livonia Urgent Care 
In the Mission Health Building 
57595 W. Seven Mile Rd. 

(at Newburgh) 
Livonia 

734-542-6100 

Woodland Urgent Care 
In the Detroit Medical Ctr. BIdg. 
22341 W. Eight Mile Road 

(West of Lasher) 
Detroit 

315-587-8700 

Hours: 8 a.m. -10 p.m. 7 Days a Week 365 Days a Year 

Plan your 
weekend 
activities 

each Thursday 
with Filter 

T H I N K I N 

FREI . • F E S 

(734)5 
Our 

UNITED 
8919 Ml DDL 

930 
r! 
JURE 

L I V O N I A 
OE081&1511 ̂  

UNCLE BOB'S TRADE CENTER 
IN WESTLANP • OPEN INC IN MAY! 

Collectibles, Crafts, JWt^es, New Merchandise 
250 DEALERS WANTED1 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW! 
Open Every Weekend 

Fr i . - 4 pm to 9 pm 
Sat . . - S u n . 1 0 am to 6 pm 248433-5566 

L t O ^ t O O I r l f O O 

LAST WEEK! 
YOUR GIFT WITH ANY 25.00 LANC0ME PURCHASE. 
Spr ing beauty begins wi th these must-have beauty portables. FLEXTENCILS 

Mascara, RESOLUTION D-CONTRAXOL™ 'Intensive Ant i -Wrinkle Treatment 

Dermo-Crease Reducer Dry formula , Manicure Set and a Lancf ime Signature 

Travel Case. Choose Y o u r Colour Col lect ion, The Romant i cs or The 

Sophist icates, featuring a LIPCOLOUR (Full-SIze), JUICY TUBES Lip Gloss and 

a C O L O U R F O C U S E y e C o l o u r D u o . IN COSMETICS, -ONE GIFT PER CUSTOMER, PLEAS? 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 

lancome 

mm 
wmmmk — 
i m 

M B 
l 

m 
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FOR YOUR PURCHASE, MAY WE SUGGEST 

N E W C O L O R ID 
PRECISE MATCH 
New ColorAdjust™ technology. 
Makeup as natural as your skin. 
Introducing the first foundation from Lancfime with mistake-

proof color in a lightweight, natural texture. ColorAdjust™ 

pigments and sheer powders blend like magic to even out 

your complexion, adjusting precisely to your skin. 

LancSme has scientifically scanned the skin tones of over 

500 women worldwide to create a universal shade range. 

RESULT: Makeup so natural , it shares your ident i ty. 

20 SHADES. 4 INTENSITIES. 1 PRECISE MATCH. 

Come to the LancSme counter for a f ree 10 -day supply 

of Color ID makeup in your precise match! IN COSMETICS. 

ONE PER CUSTOMER, PLEASE. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST OIL-FREE. 

NON-COMEDOSENIC. DERMATOLOGIST-TESTED. 

• M B 

COMPLIMENTARY MAKEUP LESSON 
Get all the skin care and makeup news from the experts. 
Just stop by our Lancfime counter or call for an appointment, 

Y & U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

J > 

u 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185. MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST. 
American Express not accepted with phone orders. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 12-6, 

Mon.-Sat. 10-9. CHARGE ITi Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, 
CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 

http://www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com
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O&E celebrates senior lifestyles at May expo 
V W l - W V l V M I W V V W ^ I t h e m a t u r e n e s s e s a n d h e r s > a r e u 

The Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers, in cooperation with 
Schoolcraft College, presents a senior 
citizens expo — '^Celebrating Senior Life 
in America" — Wednesday, May 19 • 

The event is expected to draw thou-
sands of older adults to Schoolcraft's new 
VisTaTech Center on Haggerty Road, 
between Six and Seven Mile roads. 

Businesses are invited to exhibit 
their services and/or products at the 
event, which takes place from 10 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. 

Sponsorships and booth opportuni-
ties are available ranging from §2,995 
to §895. Early bird rates are in effect 
until April 1. Exhibitor registration 
deadline is April 15. 

In addition to offering booth space, 
exhibitors will also appear m a special consumer has g parking is available and golf 
senior citizens expo section to be dis- carts will provide a shuttle.from the 
tributed Thursday, May 13, in more lion, according to 
than 200,000 newspapers — 15 edi-
tions of the Observer & Eccentric, 
plus four Hometown Newspapers 
(Northville, Novi, South Lyon and 
Milford). 

January 2004 survey. 
Health care service and equipment 

providers, along with financial firms, 
Schoolcraft College Music 
Department, travel and leisure busi-

parking lot to expo entrance. 
More information is available online 

at www.hometownlife.com or contact 
Young at (734) 953-2155 or by e-mail 
a t c y o u n g @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t . 

^ i m i c ^ P i e A 

MARKET PLACE 
49471 Ann Arbor Rd. (W. ot Ridge) 

459-2227 

VINTAGE M A R K E T 
w l r i 29501 Ann Arbor Trail (Just W. of Middlebelt); 

I I ! 422-0160 

Prices Effective Monday, 
March 2 9 t h - A p r i t H i h 

PLEASE PRE-ORDER 
Dearborn 

Brand 

C l o s e d 
Eas ie r 

Kowalski's 
Farmer Holiday 

EASTER 
KIELBASA 

Smoked or Fresh 

$ 3 . 9 9 « , 
5 lbs. or more 

FAMOUS 
KIELBASA 

Smoked or Fresh 

$ 3 . 1 9 i t 
5 lbs. or more 

$2.99 lb. 

An Easter Tradition 
Real Authentic City thicken 

made with Veal & Pork 

0 . „ ' 4 . 1 9 l h • * " ' £ . 

for YWir Ewlll I < " : 1 

Tradi t ion 

Dearborn 
Cottage Ham 

j | Dearborn 

M S.S.D. 
HAMS 

Whole Classic Trim 

,$2.29. 
PLEASE PRE-ORDER 

100% All Natural • Fresh 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
i Food Stamps'Accepted 

HONEY 
& SPIRAL 

HAMS 
"Original-still in Foil" 

$3.19 
Don't forget 
to pick up 
Dearborn 

II] Brand 
Klelbasa 

PLEASE PRE-ORDER 

Pre-order 

H S 
$9 90... 

TURKEYS 

m „ $ 1 . 2 9 ib. 

wson 
CROWN 
ROAST 

o„i,$3.99 
U.S. Grade A 

CENTER 
PORK CHOPS 

MJStlL, 
BABY BACK 

RIBS 
o n | y $ 3 . 9 9 

Fresh Cleaned & Devtned 
Ready to E a t ^ u w 

JUMBO W 
SHRIMP1 £ 

5 Jbs. or More 

& 

. . . Our Own Slowly Cooked U.S.DA Choice I 

POUSHHAM $3.99ib. ROAST BEEF 

HARD SAUMI $2.99 , < m £ ! 2 $ 3 - 9 9 1 

Butterbail 9 8 % Fat F n Premium KowaiskPs Finest Reg. or Garlic F A R M E R S CHEESE 

TURKEY $3.69». BOLOGNA $3.19 
Real Lipari's American S m a i I S S " " M O O 

CHEESE $2.99PIEROGIES $4.29 

Kit,* . * 
1.5 L i t e r 

WHITE 
ZINFAHEL 

t tax 

w 
750 ML 1 26 pk. bottle* 

$ 9 J 9 | $ 1 5 9 L S . u 

KENDALL 
JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY 

m 

'TRADITIONAL 
I pk. bottles 

Consider adopting 
a Canton roadway 

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI 

STAFF WRITER 

Two years ago, Bob Boyer 
adopted one. Now he wants^ 
groups, neighborhoods, individ-
uals or churches to adopt some 
too. 

"We have 40 roads in the 
township that need adopting," 
said Bob Boyer of Boyer's Meat 
Processing on Barr Road. 

Boyer adopted one mile of 
Geddes. "I got one company to 
adopt five sections of roads," 
Boyer said. 

Projects are what this commu-
nity volunteer and activist 
knows. "I took it on as another 
project - to get all the roads 
adopted." 

Adoption means cleaning up 
the roads three times a year, 
basically in summer. That means 
picking up the trash that gathers 
along the roads. "I already got 
four roads adopted. By summer, 
I want all the roads adopted." 

Boyer says adoption is open to 
anyone - families, businesses, 
subdivisions, you name it. 

When he has all the roads 
adopted, Bover wants to throw a 
big party for all those who have 
taken the responsibility. 

Adoption is possible through 
Wayne County. But Boyer will 
help you get a road or section ot 
road adopted. Call him at (734; 
495-1342. 

jmaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net 

(734) 459-2700 

V 
1 1 1 1 k ' 

Bob Bover is looking for people, groups, subdivisions, busi-
nesses or churches who want to adopt roads in Canton. 
Last year, he adopted a mile of Geddes. 

K 
Wm 

HEARING 
WHAT YOUR 
FAMILY HAS 
TO SAY CAN 

BRING 
EVERYONE 

CLOSER 
TOGETHER 

f *" 
V * 

Bring you and your family together with Perseo™ 
digital hearing aids and change your life. 
. perseo™ lets you choose the way you want to hear in quiet and noisy situations 

: S K S K E 5JKS1- w 
Educational Seminar & Luncheon 

Wertnssrtaf, April 21>2004 
at the Plymouth Cultural Center • 525 Farmer • Plymouth 

Doctor Ronald Gleitman, Audiologist and Phonak J f P ^ J ^ i v e , wiH 
present information about hearing loss, remarkable new hearing aid 

technology and realistic expectations of hearing aids. 

Call Today! Seating is Limited! 

734-451 • 
• m " " 

HUG 
C £ N 1 £ R F O R 

H E A R I N 'Q-

Sponsored by 

Hug Center for Bearing 
445 S. Harvey • Plymouth 
Gerald Hug MA, CCCA, Audiologist 

^ , . rijorj„n haar inn airis oiease attend and invi te a fami l y member or f r i e n d . 

I There is no obl igat ion. Whe the r you are an revest H M M results my my- . _ _ 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:cyoung@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:jmaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net
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Just counting is what Fred Zabkiewicz of Canton is doing as he takes money 
from teller Carol Buzard at Republic Bank in Canton. 

@ Work 
Business: Republic Bank 
Address: 6549 Canton Center 
President: Brian Black 
Established: 1986 
Principal service: 
banking and mortgage 
Number of employees: 7 in 
Canton, 1,400 corporate-wide 

"If you've got happy employ-
ees, they will take great care of 
their customers." 

- Brian Black 

Prototype banking 
Personal customer service is 
name of the game at Republic 

Service is the name of the 
game at Republic Bank, which 
moved into a new building on 
Canton Center just north of 
Hanford late last year. 

"There's always a pot of cof-
fee and a plate of cookies for 
our customers," said Brian 
Black, president of retail bank-
ing for Republic, a Michigan 
based corporation. 

But the service goes beyond 
coffee and cookies. While larg-
er banks have been moving 
away from local branches and 
toward electronic banking, 
Black said Republic considers 
branch banking a consistent 
growth strategy. 

And the Canton branch, 
both the building and the serv-
ice, is a prototype for the com-
pany, which has 100 offices in 
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana. 

"We've tried to get people to 
come in to see us," he said. 
"People o f ten d ^ n ' t feel l i k e 

they're getting the level of serv-
ice they'd like at some other 
banks. They're made to feel 
like a number. Here, our 
employees know your name." 

Although the Canton office 
only employs seven people, it 
still offers the services of a per-
sonal banker. 

"The idea is to develop a per-
sonal relationship with the 
customer," Black said. "You can 
sit in an office with your per-
sonal banker and do transac-
tions in private." 

Of course if you just want to 
cash a check or withdraw 
money from an account, you 
can go to the traditional cus-
tomer representative windows. 
But, since the personal banker 
has a cash drawer in the office, 
you can also complete those 
routine transactions there. 

Another service offered by 
Republic is their mortgage 
business. 

. M I C R O DERMABRASION • PHOTOEPILATION H A I R REMOVAL • BOTOX COSMETIC INJECTIONS . 

"Company wide we had $4 
billion in mortgage business 
last year," Black said. 

But even with such a large 
volume, the emphasis again is 
on personal service. 

"We have localized process-
ing for mortgage services," he 
said. "People can turn around 
mortgage loans right here and 
we give a level of service not 
seen in other places." 

Black said the company's 
philosophy is that "happy 
employees will take great care 
of their customers." 

And that philosophy 
appears to work. The compa-
ny ranked fifth in Fortune 
Magazine's 100 best compa-
nies to work for list, the fourth 
year it has made the list. And 
it was also included in 
Working Mother magazine's 
list of "100 Best Companies 
for Working Mothers" three 
vonrs in a row 

I B B Clearly You 

i 
w Hair Removal fr Skin Treatment Center 

So Extreme" 

MakmvepPmkaged 
$99 MAKEOVER 

|1|; Package Included: 
1 iDeluxe Face & Neck Microdermabrasion 

makeup (foundation only) application 
1 choice of mask or peel for home use 

reg. $145.00... SAVE $46.00! 

$299 MAKEOVER 
Package Included": 

1 Basic Face & Neck Microdermabrasion 
1 area treated with Botox Cosmetic® (choice of crow's feet, 

or f rown lines between brows, or upper forehead) 
1 Vascutouch® Treatment for facial spider veins or skin tags 

1 makeup application (foundation only) 

reg. $390.00... SAVE $91.00/ 

$499 MAKEOVER 
Package Include*) 

1 Basic Face & Neck Microdermabrasion 
2 areas treated with Botox Cosmetic® 

1 Vascutouch® Treatment for facial spider veins or skin tags 
1 makeup application (foundation only) 

1 choice of mask or peel for home use 

reg. $660.00... SAVE $161.00! 
/—' n Call to schedule your 

Ur V/07 7 nonsurgical makeover today! 
Liearyjou 7 3 4 . 4 5 3 . 7 4 7 5 

Cannot be combined with any other discounts or offers. 
.www.clearLyyouonline.com 

Gift. Certificates are Available I Mo,ft Credit Cardd Accepted I Offer Expired May 15,2004 

' M I C R O D E R M A B R A S I O N • PHOTOEPILATION H A I R REMOVAL- BOTOX COSMETIC INJECTIONS • 

rfrnduPto 
HANDYMAN SERVICE 

A V E 

We charge by the job, not by the hour. 
Over 19,000 satisfied customers in Wayne and Oakland County! 

Take out customers word for it... 
Sincerely apprecia#fi$$£^ 

fine work that was difa&nd^ 
the-great price. " J 

I would be glad to highly 
recommend your company to 
anyone I know!" t 

Dorothy K. • Plymouth i 

"Thank you so much for a 
great painting job. I am very 
pleased with the project. I am 
impressed with your service 
and will definitely be calling 
again. 

Katby H. • Canton 

"1 would like to take this opportunity 
to thank your company for the terrific 
work your Craftsman did applying 
wall tile to my kitchen. He provided 
quick turn-around and helpful 
suggestions. He was professional, 
thoughtful and clean. I would gladly 
recommend you." 
Silvia R. • Southgate 

We Do All Types of Handyman Services: 
Painting • Gutter Cleaning, Repair & Installation • Carpentry • Drywall Repair 

• Plumbing • Electrical • Fixture Installation • Leaky Faucets 
• Door Leaks • Tile Repair & Installation • To Do List • And 

S A V E 

Off Any 
Job Over I 250 II 

Off Any 
Job Over 

' 1 0 0 

S' C - t c r - i3" , iai»rOfi^*fiipf ,fcsin3£ " <-» 

WEST-WAYNE COUNTY 

734-254-9160 
995 S. Main • Plymouth 

DOWNRIVER 

734-362-0565 
134 Elm • Allen Park 

Refer red by 
JOE GAGN0N, 

The App l iance Doctor J 
ictor y 

HandyPro.com F R ! 
E S T I M 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.clearLyyouonline.com
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know exactly h o w 

I wan t to deliver. 

THERE ARE 
T W O SLDFS 

r o EACIi OF US w 

C H O O S I M 
W H E R E T O DELI ' 

$ SAINT 

J O S E P H 

M F R L Y 
HEALTH SYSTEM 

3P TRINITY KEAtTH 

"T" T a v i n g delivered more than 4,800' babies last year, we kuow a diiag 
r"—I or two about moms and what they prefer. For example, we know 

J L JLthey want privacy and comfort - like our private rooms and our , 
private Jacuzzis. They like to personalize their experience - so we .stay 
current with the latest birthing trends and oprons. And. in ca.se of 
complications, they want neonatologists si 
like the specialists in our Ann Arbor Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit who provide expert care around the clock. 

Mothers do their homework. And that's wh\ 
they turn to us. 

SAINT JOSEPH ML-RCY 

FAMILY BIRTH C F N T S R S 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital - Ann Arbor 
Saint Joseph Mercy Livingston Hospital - Howell 

R E M A R K A B UE M E D I C I N E . R E M A R K A B L E C k K l . 

8 0 0 - 2 3 1 - 2 2 1 1 • www.sjmh.com 
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ball. He was hyper — and now he's like a porce-
lain doll. When I hug him, I'm afraid I will hurt 
or break him. 

"The last time he was at school was a couple 
of days after the Halloween dance," said Traci. 
"He had grand maul seizures and suffered a con-
cussion, so at that point the doctors said it 
would be better to stay home." 

However, Micah's limitations makes it hard 
for Plymouth-Canton Schools homebound 
teacher Gina Tock. 

"At this point in time, I'm limited in what I 
can do with him academically," said Tock. "He 
can't do what sixth-graders do." 

A DIAGNOSIS 

Last July, Micah suffered a concussion while 
playing at Heritage Park in Canton. An hour 
later, he was vomiting and having seizures. 

Micah was first diagnosed with epilepsy. But 
when medication failed to curtail the seizures — 
in fact they got worse — a specialist at Children's 
Hospital detected an abnormality on the right 
side of Micah's brain. At this time, the cause of 
his condition still is unknown. 

Tests are being conducted to see if Micah is a 
candidate for brain surgery. However, the family 
wonders if that's really an option. '' 

"If we have the surgery, it's like we're damned 
if we do and damned if we don't," said his grand-
mother, Barbara McGuire. "If we have the oper-
ation, he won't have any emotions or speak well. 
Would we rather do that than let him live like he 
is now? It breaks your heart." 

While the family struggles to help Micah, 
another battle looms. Shortly after Micah left 
school, Traci McGuire, 34, was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. 

"I had been hurting and felt a lump for some 
time," said Traci. "I found out it wasn't just in 
the breast, but in the lymph nodes. Right now 
it's at stage three, and we're trying to shrink it 
with chemo. It's at a point that if I had surgery, 
it might spread." 

Some days, Micah and Traci are so ill it's up to 
Barbara, her husband, Michael, and Micah's two 
sisters — Cassondra, 15, and Mariah 10 — to 
care for the both of them. 

But, through it all, the family — all of whom 
reside in the elder McGuire's home in southeast 
Canton — keeps faith. 

"Sometimes, when bad things happen, we 
take them for granted," said Traci. "But we can't 
see the big picture. Only God sees the big pic-
ture, and eventually down the road we'll find out 
why." 

There have been several rays of light, includ-
ing support from Discovery Middle School. 
When Micah had to leave school,- students and 
teachers continued to send cards, games and e-
mail to keep in touch. 

"We're trying to cheer him up," said classmate 
Steven Walega, 12, of Canton. "We made him a 
basket with cards, candy, books, games. Things 
f o r h i m t o do." 

A n d , at t i n i e r , M i c a h remembers tlu>se 

Traci McGuire and her mother, Barbara, help Micah up the 
stairs to his room. 

thoughts of encouragement. 
"They still send cards, and even though Micah 

can't read them, I read them to him and they 
make him laugh," said Traci. 

GIVING HELP 

Students also helped organize a fund-raiser 
that netted $1,250 for Micah's family. 

"Some came from large checks, like a $300 
donation from one family" said Roche LaVictor, 
Discovery principal. "But the rest came from the 
kids. The secretary's desk was piled with money 
they brought in that day. I was really proud of 
them." 

"It's the right thing to do," said Courtney^ 
Noonchester, 11, of Canton. "And it makes me 
feel happy and excited that I did something to 
help somebody." 

A week earlier, the Discovery~staff-Gollected 
$340 and bought a Meijer gift card. 

"We're not a family that asks for help, but the 
gift card was such a blessing," said Traci, who 
had to take a leave of absence from her job as a 
manager at Chili's restaurant. "It came in handy 
because I really needed the gas money." 

The effort to help Micah and his family con-
tinues. A letter is being sent to employees 
throughout the school district, asldng for dona-
tions. An account has been opened at 
Community Financial, which kicked off the 
campaign by donating $200. 

"They're part of the Plymouth-Canton family, 
so we should do as much as we can," said 
LaVictor. 

Traci is amazed at the generous support of the 
community. 

"Words can't express the gratitude that we 
have," she said. "God works in strange ways, and 
you never know where help comes from. 

"If I can just keep that faith strong enough, 
then maybe a miracle will come our way." 

Donations to the Micah Weakiand Fund can 
be given at Community Financial branches in 
Plymouth, Canton and Northville; or sent to 
Community Financial, 500 S. Harvey St., 
Plymouth, MI 48187-

tbr-jStd:o J'O8.homecomin.net • (734) 459-2700 
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There'll never be another 
quite like Millie Jeffrey 

Executive, senator agree 
mental health mess needs fix 

Jack 

Years ago, the late Bella Abzug put it best, at a 
roast for the most influential behind-the-
scene woman in Michigan history. 

"In the beginning, God created man," she said, 
"lb make up for this> She gave us Millie." 
If that was true, it seemed like for once, men 

got the short end of the stick. Mildred Jeffrey, 
tiny, elfin, somewhat less than five feet tall, was, 
simply put, perhaps the most amazing person I 
have ever met. 

She was one of Walter Reuther's closest aides, 
and the first woman to head a major department 
of the United Auto Workers union. She had 
helped secure equal pay and equal treatment for 

the thousands of women who a worked in the war plants during 
World War II, when she was 
head of the UAW's women's 
department. 

She helped a young 
Democratic candidate for presi-
dent, fellow named John F. 
Kennedy, win over suspicious 
labor and black support in 
Michigan in I960. She ran his , 
brother Bobby's presidential 
campaign in the state in 1968. 

Years later, at a feminist 
meeting, she told a female member of Congress 
that the time was right for a woman on the 
national ticket. She then threw; herself into mak-
ing that happen, and it did. "Without Millie, a 
woman candidate for vice president could never 
have been possible," that same woman, Geraldine 
Ferraro, would say. 

Millie Jeffrey's motto could have been, "You can 
do whatever you want, as long as you don't mind 
who gets the credit." 

But in fact, it was deeper than that. "Some of 
the candidates I've been proudest to work for, like 
Geraldine Ferraro, lost," Millie told me a couple of 
years ago over a glass of wine one night at a hang-
out near the Wayne State campus. "You learn in 
losing, and you build on it, and you never give up." 

That morning, she had walked across campus 
to visit one of my classes to say hello to a speaker 
she had known years ago in the UAW. She asked 
me whether I had any promising young women 
students, and chatted with some of them. When I 
asked her if she wanted a ride somewhere, she 
said, no, she felt like walking. "How old is that 
lady?" a student asked me. 

"Only 90," I said. 
Wednesday, her heart stopped beating at last, a 

few months short of her 93rd birthday. Among 
her last visitors were two other promising young 
women: Jennifer Granholm, the governor, and 
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow. Both had said pub-
licly they would never have gotten where they 
were without Millie. 

I, her heart stopped beating at last, 
a few months short of her 93rd birthday. 
Among her last visitors were two other prom-
ising young women: Jennifer Granholm, the 
governor, and U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow. 
Both had said publicly they would never have 
gotten where they were without Millie. 

Four years ago, I got a call from the White 
House. One of President Clinton's speechwriters 
had been told I knew her pretty well, and wanted 
some advice. The president had decided to give 
her the nation's highest civilian award, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, and he wanted 
some ideas on what he could say. That August, six 
feet, five inches of President Clinton bent down 
to place the medal around the neck of Millie 
Jeffrey, all of 4-foot-ll. 

She whispered something, and he looked star-
tled — then threw his head back, gave her a big 
hug, and laughed with genuine delight. 

"OK," I asked her later. "What did you say to him?" 
Millie grinned. "Mr. President, many say that if 

you were the candidate, you'd have been re-elected." 
As usual, she knew her man. 
But unlike many older people, Millie doesn't 

dwell on the past. She always wanted to talk 
about what was going on now. On one of the last 
times we talked, I asked what she thought the 
future would hold. 

She smiled, looking a bit like Ruth Gordon in 
Harold and Maude. "More of the same. Tougher 
questions than we faced in the '30s, in a world 
infinitely more complex, more dangerous, more 
challenging." 

When the Equal Rights Amendment had final-
ly failed it had been, I knew, a terrible blow. She 
shrugged. "We were devastated at first. But then I 
said, this is not the end. And it made me want to 
fight all the more. 

"What brings me comfort and courage is to 
continue the struggle, the struggle for truth, jus-
tice and freedom." 

Final victory, she knows, will never be won. 
"But the struggle itself gives meaning and pur-

pose to life" she said. How much of the same I 
thought, had she given to us all. 

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice president of HomeTown 
Communications. He can be reached by phone at (248) 901-
2561 or by e-mail at jlessenberry@homecomm.net. 

f ayne County Executive Bob Ficano 
and state Sen. Beverly Hammerstrom, 
R-Temperance, agree that administra-

tion of mental health in Wayne County has 
been a mess for years. They don't agree on 
what should be done about it. 

When Ficano came into office last year he 
set a goal of getting the county's budget in 
order. The stumbling block has been mental 
health. 

"We came in and there's a lot of reform 
that we wanted to happen with an agency 
that was out of control," Ficano said at a 
recent meeting with Observer editors. "Right 
now it's at about a $17 million deficit. The 
problem with mental health, the way it's set 
up, it has six appointees from the city of 
Detroit, six from Wayne County and you 
have these constant stalemates." 

Ficano said that under the current, setup, 
the board can run up 

i deficits that all come from 
the county's general fund 

I | and not Detroit's. 
I "To me that's unfair and 
I | | j creates a disadvantage for 
I us," he said. 
I j The Detroit-Wayne 
i County Community 
L- Health Board oversees 

services for 75,000 resi-
Hugh dents with mental illnesses 
Gallagher I and disabilities, contract-

ing through six primary 
providers. 

Hammerstrom has 
introduced a series of bills that would take 
control over the agency and transfer it to an 
authority, similar to the recently formed 
Detroit-Wayne County Airport Authority 
The nine-member authority would have two 
representatives appointed by the mayor of 
Detroit, one by Detroit City Council, two by 
the county executive, one by the Wayne 
County Commission, two by the governor 
and one by the state director of the depart-
ment of mental health. 

Ficano proposes, instead, to create an 13-
member board with the county executive 
appointing a majority seven members. 

"(Ficano's plan) does nothing to address 
the real problem," Hammerstrom said in a 
phone interview. "It makes it more political. 
The feds want us to move away from 
bureaucratic systems, they'd love to have it 
all be privatized but we think there are good 
things here. In Wayne County they are the 
opposite of how the feds want to go." 

Ficano argues that Hammerstrom's pro-
posal is an attempt to capture Medicaid 
funds to prop up the state's budget. 

"They're short of money. I think they're 

just looking at the money to balance their 
budget," he said. 

Hammerstrom says the federal govern-
ment has gotten tough about Medicaid 
funding and the state could lose funding 
because of the problems in Wayne County. 

Ficano has been working to set things in 
order. In November, he placed Patricia 
Kukula, the agency's interim director, on 
administrative leave. Her contract was ter-
minated in January. 

Ficano said many practices were not cost-
effective. He said service providers were 
being paid regularly without having to pro-
vide a bill of lading showing services had 
been delivered. 

"We did some basic things," Ficano said. 
"All documents have to be legally written, 
there were handshake deals for $80,000 
contracts." 

He said the agency had also failed to file 
an acceptable recipients rights procedure as 
required by the state. 

"They set it up that you appeal to the 
agency that's providing the service and you 
can imagine where those appeals went," 
Ficano said. 

The state Senate has been holding hear-
ings on the group of bills introduced by 
Hammerstrom. 

"Ficano talked about the good things 
they're doing and they are good things," 
Hammerstrom said. 

But, she argued, they do not solve the real 
problem, which is creating a credible 
authority. She said her home county, 
Monroe, was one of the first to have an 
authority. Only Kent, Genesee, Macomb and 
Wayne do not have an independent authori-
ty. Hammerstrom said Oakland County has 
had an authority for several years. 

"I would love for him (Ficano) to talk to 
Oakland County," she said. "Now you have a 
bureaucratic system." 

After losing control of the airport, the 
county is understandably anxious to hold on 
to control of mental health services. 

But it is ironic that Bob Ficano has made 
regionalism a major theme for his adminis-
tration and yet is so adamantly against an 
authority. 

What is clear is that something needs to 
be done to assure that the mentally ill 
receive the care they require, that the county 
does not lose essential federal funding and 
that politics take a back seat to good govern-
ment. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the 
Observer Newspapers. He can be reached by, phone at 
(734) 953-2149 or by e-mail at 
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net. 
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N e w M o r n i n g 
School 

ONE CHILD AT A TIME 

Since 1973, New Morning School teachers have fostered: 

Parental Involvement • Individualized Learning 

Specialized Science • Computer • Spanish • Art Classes 

Call us today for 
information about our 

Summer 
Science Camp 

5 weeks • Open to ages 6-11 
July J2ih through August 13in 

Discovery Days 
4 weeks • Open to ages 3-7 

July 12th through August 13th 

( --ill lhi< schoo l i i t 

734-420-3331 

14501 Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI 48170 
newmorning@newjnorningschool.com 

www.newmorningschool.com 
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DISCOVER S O M E OF THE M O S T COMPREHENSIVE 

ORTHOPEDIC CARE AROUND. 
These doctors prov ide some of the most comprehens ive or thopedic care in 

Southeastern Michigan. So tf you t h r o w your back out or break a leg, we 've 

got your body covered. You' l ! be on your feet again and g o o d as new. 

Come to St. Mary Mercy Hospital and discover wha t comprehens ive 

or thopedic care is all about . 

ST. MARY MERCY 
HOSPITAL 
O R T H O P E D I C SERVICES 

Livonia, Ml 

Physician Referral 
Call 1.888.464. WELL 

www.stmarymercy.org 

GREAT DOCTORS AND NURSES IN YOUR O W N BACKYARD 
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HEARING LOSS.. 
Do you have sticker shock... 

EVEN after advei Used discounts are 
applied? If so, call 

•• for a 
second opinion today. 

0 COMPARE Sr SAVE HUNDREDS -
MAYBE EVEN THOUSANDS! 

or maybe just EARWAX 
Video Ear Inspection Performed by 

Licensed Audiologists 

10988 Middlebelt • Livonia 

S3 W. Long Lake Rd. • Bloomfield Hills 
Vr S't *J3 "JfesV* •* 

17598 Fort Street • Riverview 

21261 Kelly Rd. • Eastpointe 

m 
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J ! - 5 ? J E r g E F M C 
UDiQMETRK TESTING VIDEO EAR INSPl 

Find out what you're hearing and what you're not 
The benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing 
loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper 
fit. That's why it's, important to have a thorough evaluation to 
measure what you're hearing and what you're not. 

F R E E adjustment to maximize your hearing 
aid performance. 

tiSrOM FULL SHELL 

U 
You'll SEE...exactly what we SEE 

We'll look into your ear canal with our New MedRX Video Ear Camera. 
You'll watch the TV screen and we'll explain to you what you're seeing. 
We'll do a complete inspection of your ear canal and your eardrum. If 
there is any amount of wax blockage you'll know immediately. 
FREE color photo of your ear for you and your 

doctor's records. 

1 WEEK ONLY Exp. 4/02/04 

7 0 0 % DIGITAL HEARMAX 

V / - v 
' I ^ 

t 1JV • <• 

^ > ' ' 

Retail price of SI572 

SAVE 50% +0FF 

, , r . v . r 

- I J-'U 

With 
Approved Credit 

Value includes 
5 Year Mfg. 

Warranty 
5 Year Loss/Stolen, 
Damage Insurance 

5 Year Battery 

Savings 
5 Year Service 

Policy 
AT NO EXTRA 

CHARGE 
With Purchase 
IQ, Intelligent 

Binaurals 

Batteries 
BUY ONE 

PACK 
GET ONE 

PACK 

Limit 3 Packs 

Expires 4-02-04 

tfou asked for small...when IQ, Intelligent Hearing is 
placed in your ear canal it becomes virtually INVISIBLE. 

4 € s * . r f ; > f £ ' 

Combines your natural ear 
shape and state of the art 

technology 

i t $ P.?? e 

There is no voiume control 
adjustment for easy handling 

No one notices when you wear 
IQ, Intelligent Hearing 

i . u 

Now You See It Now You Don't 

t • 4 t H> i~ 
-*p / yr" \ ' ' '' *'1 ' •> vilh 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
- NOW AVAILABLE-
FIVE AND TEN YEAR 

FACTORY WARRANTY 
With No Service Charges 

SAVE DOLLARS! 

jiXV. 

March 29-April 2 from 9 am-5 pm 
All Digital & 
Programmable 
Hearing Aids 

HELPING THE HEARING IMPAIRED FOR OVER 5 0 YEARS, S I N C E , 1 9 5 4 , 

POP OE OS 199&C 

http://www.hometawnlift
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Busy Bucks 
Mid- team 
is looking good. B3 

PREPS»RECREATION»OUTDOORS 

Top Brits 
A pair of Salem gradu-

ates, senior pitcher Steve 
Gordon and junior out-
fielder Chris Trott, have 
played important roles in 
Albion College's 7-7 start 
to the baseball season. 

Gordon, a righthander, 
stopped previously-
unbeaten Rose-Hulman 
(Ind.) institute of 
Technology 3-2 in the 
opening game of the 
Rose-Hulman invitational 
March 20. 

It took Gordon just 101 
pitches to stop the host 
team, allowing one 
earned run on six hits 
and a walk in the com-
plete-game victory. 

Trott batted .385 in the 
four-game tolirnament as 
the Britons went 2-2. 
Trott produced five hits 
including a double with 
two runs batted in. 

For the season, Gordon 
is 2-1 with a 4.76 earned-
run average in 17 innings 
pitched; he's allowed 10 
runs (nine earned) on 17 
hits and five walks, strik-
ing out 11. Opponents are 
batting just .236 against 
him. 

Trott has played all 14 
games in right field for 
Albion, batting .340 with 
17 hits in 50 at-bats. He 
has two doubles, a triple, 
11 runs scored and 10 RBI 
- and he has played 
errorlessly in the field. 

Cobras tryouts 
The Mo to r Ci ty Cobras 

11-and-under travel base-
ball team.will hold spring 
tryouts for the 2004 
season. The team will 
play about 50 to 60 
games during the season, 
plus a World Series. 

For more information, 
please call Don Haase at 
(734) 326-8904. 

Booster meeting 
The Plymouth Wildcats 

Football Booster Club will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 6, in Room 401 of 
Plymouth HS. All parents 
of current Plymouth foot-
ball players, or parents of 
new Plymouth HS play-
ers, are encouraged to 
attend. 

The city of Plymouth 
Recreation Department 
will offer a new Walking 
Club beginning March 29. 
Everyday, on a drop-in 
basis, people will meet at 
the Plymouth Cultural 
Center (located at 525 
Farmer) and walk a vari-
ety of routes mapped out 
by the Recreation 
Department, or they can 
biaze their own trail. 

There are no fees or 
registrations involved. 
The morning start t ime is 
9:30 a.m.; the evening 
start t ime is 6:30 p.m. 

For more information, 
call the city of Plymouth 
Recreation Department 
at (734) 455-6620, ext. 
302. 

Mustang tryouts 
The Canton Mustangs 

U12 travel baseball team 
needs a few players for 
its 2 0 0 4 squad. The 
Mustangs play in the 
Kensington Valley 
Baseball and Softball 
Association, with 20 
league games and 4-to-5 
weekend tournaments 
(approximately 35 games 
in all). 

For tryout appoint-
ments, call Jeff Gatt at 
(248) 752-7376. 

Whalers blank Rangers, clinch series 
Perhaps, as Plymouth Whalers' coach 

Mike Vellucci insisted, Friday's game at 
Kitchener wasn't easy. 

Maybe it was a hard, tough struggle. 
But the final score didn't indicate it. 

What it did show was one team that 
wanted it more than the other, was will-
ing to make the sacrifice. 

One team that played like a team, 
which is why Plymouth dominated the 
Rangers 5-0 Friday in Kitchener, clinch-
ing the best-of-seven games series by a 
4-1 margin. 

The Whalers advance to the second 
round of the Ontario Hockey League 
playoffs against the winner of the 
Guelph-Owen Sound series. Opening 

game of their next series is likely Friday; 
the site has yet to be determined. 

"It was a hard-fought game, definitely," 
insisted Vellucci. "Our guys played really 
hard, they blocked shots all game long. 

"This epitomized what our team did 
all series long." 

It was certainly an impressive finish to 
the series, with Ryan Nie filling in for 
injured all-star goalie Paul Drew and 
again turning in a superb performance. 
Nie collected his second-straight 
shutout; in the five-game set, he allowed 
just 10 goals against one of the OHL's 
top offensive teams and the league's 
defending champs. 

"He's playing very well," said Vellucci 

of Nie., "He's making the first save and 
our guys are clearing the second and -
third chances." 

At the start of the series, Vellucci 
insisted special team would be the deci-
sive factor. He was right; in this game, 
Plymouth converted two of its five 
power-play chances,; while keeping the 
Rangers off the board on eight power-
play opportunities. 

There were several contributors offen-
sively for the Whalers, but none more 
important than team captain James 
Wisniewski. 

The Canton HS graduate didn't score 
a goal, but he assisted on all five of those 
the'Whalers scored. 

"He was involved all night long," said 
Vellucci. "He was spectacular" 

John Mitchell also enjoyed a big night 
with two goals and an assist, giving him 
five goals for the playoffs. 

Tim Sestito, Mike Knight and Mike 
Letizia also scored goals, with Mitchell 
and Sestito getting power-play markers. 

It was more than enough scoring for 
Nie, who was unbeatable, stopping all 
26 Kitchener shots. 

Brad Topping started in goal for the 
Rangers and surrendered all five 
Plymouth goals before being replaced by 
Carlo DiRienzo in the third period. 

The Whalers led 2-0 after one period 
and 3-0 after two. 

Goalie Ryan Nie turned away 26 shots in guiding the Whalers to a second-straight shutout and the series win over the Kitchener Rangers. 

Salem girls track coach decides to leave 
Mark Gregor developed the Salem 

girls track team into as formidable a 
program as existed in the state. But after 
18 seasons, those days are over. 

Gregor has resigned as girls track 
coach. He has been replaced by someone 
he used to coach on the Salem football 
team, Kevin Conte. 

"My teaching schedule is an elemen-
tary schedule," Gregor said, noting his 
school duties didn't conclude until 4 
p.m., making practice difficult to sched-
ule. 

When he had assistants helping him 
get practices started, he could manage it. 
But soon problems developed in that as 
well, and "we ended up practicing later 
last spring," he said. 

That, combined with having two 
young sons at home (ages 7 and 5 years) 
that he wanted to spend more time with, 
convinced Gregor it was time to move 
on. 

"In my 17 or 18 years of coaching, I 
developed some good relationships," he 
said. 

He also developed some very good 
teams. From 1997-2000 his teams won ; 
four-straight Western Lakes Activities 
Association championships. They also 
won several state regional titles and, in 
1992, were the runners-up at the Class A 
state finals. 

"We had some good ones," Gregor 
recalled when asked about the athletes; 
he coached. 

Among the best were Tonya Wheeler, 
a 1993 graduate who won two-straight 
400-meter state championships; Sarah 
Hamilton, a standout in the 100 meters; 
and Tiffany Grubaugh, who captured the 
state title in the shot put and was fourth 
in the discus at the 2000 state final. 

"Our girls were always very dedicated," 
he said. 

Something they learned from their 
coach. 

Gregor won't completely cut himself 
off from coaching at Salem. 

He will remain a defensive line/tight 
ends assistant coach with the football 
team. 

"We're committed to turning that pro-
gram around," he said. 

Wisniewski signs with Biackhawks 
James Wisniewski had something to prove. 
When the Plymouth Whaler defenseman, 

and Canton HS graduate, was drafted in the 
fifth round by the Chicago Biackhawks in 
2002, he was disappointed. He had been pro-
jected as a first or second round pick, but his 
size — he stands 5-foot-ll — and a knee injury 
suffered the previous season cost him. 

"I thought I was picked in the wrong spot," 
Wisniewski said, "and I wanted to prove that 
to them. I wanted to get better every year, just 
keep improving my game." 

Which he has done, particularly this year. 
And that led Wisniewski to signing a contract 
with the Biackhawks last week. 

"It's a big relief," he said prior to Friday's 
Ontario Hockey League playoff game at 
Kitchener. "It's a lot of pressure gone. I don't 
have to prove anything to anyone, I'm just hav-
ing fun with my game right now, trying to win 
for my team." 
• On a Whaler squad thought to be in a 
rebuilding phase, Wisniewski was elevated to 
team captain — allowing him to gain one of 
the goals he set for himself in the preseason. 

That hasn't been the only thing that was ele-
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James Wisniewski has steadily improved in his career with the Plymouth Whalers. As team 
captain, he has been instrumental in taking them to the second round of the OHL playoffs. 

Canton's boys 
seek to repeat 
as WLAA's best 

Asked where his team could go ;; 
from here, after capturing a Western = 
Lakes Activities Association champi- < 
onship and going to the state meet, 'I 
Canton boys track coach Bob 
Richardson hardly hesitated. 

'We've got a lot back, but we can 
only equal it," he said. "You can't be 
better than undefeated." 

Which is just what the Chiefs were 
last season. Despite not having a sin-
gle home dual meet, they were 7-0 in 
duals, 4-0 in the Western Division. 

Although Canton wasn't perfect last 
season, it was pretty darn good. In 
fact, Richardson - who has coached -
the Chiefs since 1979 - described it as 
"probably the best (boys track) team * 
in the history of the school. 

"The young kids learn from the 
older ones and want to do the same 
things." • 

That means matching last season's , 
performance, which included a sec- ; 
ond at the regional and seventh at ' 
state meet. A lot has been lost, to b e 
sure: graduation has taken sprinter? I 
Corey Walser and Jesse Williams, dis-
tance runner Aaron Lanning, pole ^ 
vaulter/long jumper/sprinter Dan •;-
Driscoll, middle-distance runner . I 
Brian Soash, hurdler Steve Kilijanczyk 
and thrower Bryan Frawley. >.* 

They won't be easy to replace, but- - | 
Richardson figures he has enough y ? 
coming back to keep the Chiefs at 6% j| 
near the top of the WLAA. ', I 

It starts with senior co-captains' • * 
Brad Waidmann, who will compete * 
for Canton in the high jump, the shot-
put and discus, and the hurdles; t 
Devin Thomas, a sprinter who set V- Z 
school records in the 100-meters and" 
200-meters, and was part of the - • 
record-setting 4x100 relay team; Jo;rt« 
Chapman, a pole vaulter who cleared'" 
13 feet last year and was the 
Observerland champion; and Ray 
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Spring break softball, baseball camp set 
A baseball and softball camp 

(ages 7-17) will be from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Monday through 
Wednesday, April 12-14, at 
To^al Baseball, 30990 Wixom 
Road, Wixom. 

Space is limited for the 
camp, which features the fun-
damentals of hitting, pitching, 
fielding and base running. 

Participants will also be 
clocked on a radar gun for arm 
speed. 

Personal instruction will be 
provided by Aaron Knieper, ex-
Montreal Expos minor leaguer; 
Lee Bjerke, Michigan High 
School Baseball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame 
member; and Jessie Milosek of 

Bowling Green State 
University. 

The cost is $135 per player 
($10 discount for each addi-
tional child). 

To register, call (248) 668-
0166 or you can email totalb-
ballwixom@aol.com. 

The website is www.total-
baseball.com. 

New girls track coach wants 
to put the Rocks on track 

9 

it's 2 a.m. 
Ten minutes ago Jim went 
online to hometownlffe.com and 
placed a classified ad for his 
1985 convertible. 

Sell anytime online 
Here's all you do: 

• Access hQmetownlffe.com 

Click on "PUCE AN AD" 

• Then Just follow the prompts. 
You'll preview your ad, choose 
your ad package, get total 
pricing and even pay in a secure 
environment. 

Tough act to follow.> ' 
That's what Kevin Gonte, a 

1998 Salem graduate who ran 
middle distances for Geoff 
Baker's Rock teams, is facing 
as he takes over for Salem's 
long-time girls track coach 
Mark Gregor. 

But he's not walking into a 
rebuilding situation. Salem, 
which ruled the Western ' 
Lakes Activities Association 
from 1997-2000, fell off a little 
bit last season, placing fourth 
at the conference meet and 
seventh at the state regional. 

Conte can't be sure how well 
his current team matches up 
with previous ones; this is his 
first experience as a head 
coach, after all. 

But "we're returning a lot of 
kids from last year, and we 
should be pretty strong in; the 
distance events," he said. 

"This year we're just going 
to get the program up; and 
going and try and maintain it 
the way it was going." 

And see what improvements 
can be made, "I know last year 
was the first year they didn't 
send anyone (individually) to 
state," he noted. 

"I think we're doing real 
well. Hiings are moving along 

pretty smoothly." 
Although there is a certain 

experienced foundation to 
build on, what Conte doesn't 
have is a large number of sen-
iors — in fact, there's just four 
on the team. 

Still, there are areas that 
look promising, in particular 
the middle distance and dis-
tance events. 

"Our strength is definitely in 
our middle distance and dis-
tance squads," Conte said, 
then added, "We also have a 
lot of girls with good foot-
speed." 

The distance crew is led by 
juniors Lauren Kane and 
Laura Friedman and senior 
Liane Griffiths. All three will 
run anything from the 400 
meters to the 3,200. 

Other middle distance to 
distance runners to watch are 
sophomore Marisa Carpinelli, 
junior Cindy Edwards and 
freshman Sarah Kosteva. 

In the sprints, there's senior 
Drew Franklin, junior Lynden 
Gault, sophomore Allie 
Vraniak, junior Lindsay Miles, 
junior Sarah Jose and senior 
Stephanie Knight. 

Of course, nearly all of the 
aforementioned are multi-tal-

ented. Gault and Miles will 
also be key factors in the high 
jump; Miles and Jose will 
compete in the long jump; 
Vraniak set the school record 
in the pole vault last year and 
can also run middle distance; 
and Knight and Lang will be 
joined by junior Dana Eldred 
in the hurdles. 

The shot put and discus 
events will be anchored by 
senior Carly Schwan and jun-
iors Anna Wilson and "Maggie 
Fisher. j 

Any move up in the WLAA 
standings won't be an easy one 
to negotiate. The Rocks will 
need to match recent league 
powerhouses Livonia 
Stevenson and Livonia 
Churchill. They also finished 
behind Canton at the confer-
ence meet last season. 

Conte can't be sure if they 
can accomplish that, at least 
not now. 

And he isn't that concerned 
at present. It's the end of the 
season he's aiming for. 

"I hope we can progress as 
fast as coaches and make some 
noise at the league meet and 
regional," he said. 

That's when it will count the 
most, to be certain. 
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Eisbrenner, who figures to, lead 
the Chiefs' middle distance 
crew. 

If Canton is to succeed, it will 
need to be as effective this sea-
son in the field events,; an area 
of strength in recent seasons. 

Waidmann and Chapman are 
part of that strength; others to 
watch are senior Mike Lanius 
in the high jump and long 
jump; junior Rodney Preston in 
the long jump and pole vault; 
seniors Chris Snider and Lester 
Booker, and sophomore Joe 
Zugaj, in the shot and discus; 
senior Rich Hensel and junior 
Derek Reeves in the pole vault; 
and sophomore Andy Rossow 
in the long jump. 

Joining Waidmann in the 
hurdle events will be senior 
Corey Stewart, junior Matt 
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Do your idds bounce off tlte walls during Holiday breaks? 
Bring them to HVS to play. 

During Soring Break 
April 9th & April 12th-l6th 

F u l l - D a y Sessions (Ages 7-13) 
8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

$»S/Day @ 
' t 

Half-Day Sessions (Ages S-8) 
8 : 3 0 a.m.—X2:00 p.m. or 1 : 0 0 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
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bidividual and group instruction for all campers. 
Soccer, flag football, basketball, volleyball, & more! 
Early-care and after-care available for a nominal 

McClellan and Preston. In the 
sprints, Thomas will be accom-
panied by Rossow, Lanius, 
Stewart, senior Brandon 
Reeves, and juniors Kevin 
Burdette and Dave Calille". 

A pair of sophomores, Cyrus 
Azizi and Phaltiel Whitlock, 
will handle the middle distance 
events with Eisbrenner, with 
seniors Scott George and Sam 
Manees, juniors Steve Cheek 
and Dave Otting, and sopho-
more Al Lanning the main dis-
tance runners. 

TWo freshmen to watch are 
Steve Paye in the hurdles, dis-
cus and high jump, and Eric 
Zech in the distance events. 

"Our field events have always 
been strong," said Richardson, 
"and we'll be strong in the 
sprints again. Our young dis-
tance crew is developing - I see 
some improvement there." 

Canton will also be on its 
own track once again. Closed 
last season for reconstruction, 

it's ready to go now and in top 
shape, according to 
Richardson. 

Still, it won't be easy to 
recapture the WLAA title with 
solid young teams like Livonia 
Churchill and Walled Lake 
Western lurking. 

And that's just how 
Richardson sees his foes. 

"When you've got the bulls-
eye on your back, people want 
you, they want to knock you 
out," he said. However, his 
experienced coaching staff -
Paul Bedford (distance), Matti 
Kilpelainen (pole vault, jumps, 
hurdles), Darrell Burton 
(sprints) and Landon 
Burkhardt (throws) - will give 
the Chiefs the edge. 

That and the one element 
necessary in any run for a title. 
As Richardson noted, "Good 
things happen when you work 
hard." 

Which is all he's asking from 
his team. 

CLARENCEVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF NOMINATING 

PETITIONS FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION 
THE REGULAR ELECTION of the School District will be held on 
Monday, June 14, 2004. Two members of the Board of Education 
will be elected for a term of four (4) years (July 1, 2004 - June 30, 
2008) . 

Nominating petitions for candidates seeking election to the Board 
of Education are available in the Board office at 20210 Middlebelt, 
Livonia, MI from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Petitions must be filed in the Board Office no later than 4:00 p.m. 
on Monday, April 12,2004. 

MS. JENIFER CARBONNEAU, 
Secretary, Board of Education 

Publish: March 28 & April 4,2004 

(734) 487-7678 • 46245 MICHIGAN AVENUE • CANTON, MI 48188 

Remaining Jwme, games: 
Saf/AprUjW • 7:30 pm vs. Grand Rapids Rampa 

Sun, Mny2*3pm vs. Chicago,Riish •'< 

Sat. Mai/jS * 7:30 pm ttler$ i 
Sun, May 23 • 3 pm vs. Co!oTado Crush ^ ^ 

FOB TICKET INFORMATION 
CALL (2481377-0100 

rfetraitf Urij.Luni 

Please recycle this newspaper 

http://www.hometowttlife.com
mailto:ballwixom@aol.com


www.hometoivnUfe.com LOCAL SPORTS Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, March 2 8 , 2 0 0 4 (PC) B3-

Bucks rebuilt and ready for new season THE WEEK AHEAD 

It's been a busy off-season 
for Mid-Michigan Bucks gen-
eral manager/co-owner Jim 
Duggan. 

Not just with the Bucks, 
either. Duggan is leading the 
effort to bring a Major League 
Soccer franchise to Detroit. To 
accomplish this, he first must 
get a commitment from the 
public — for 5,000 season tick-
ets. 

"If we succed at that, if we 
can get a commitment for 
5,000 by Sept. 30, we'll be in 
great shape," he said. 

The 10-team MLS, Duggan 
noted, will add two new fran-
chises in 2005 and two more 
in 2006. Detroit won't get a 
2005 team, but it's still in the 
hunt for a 2006 squad. 

"This summer is going to be 
the big push," he said as he was 
on his way to Friday's annual 
general meeting of the 
Michigan State Youth Soccer 
Association. "We want to be 
sure we reach everybody. The 
soccer groups are the key to 

BADMINTON TOURNEY 

Northville Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring its 
third annual Midwest Stephen 
Race Badminton Tournament, 
Friday through Sunday, May 7-
9, at the Recreation Center at 
Hillside. 

Race was a player who was 
instrumental in building bad-
minton popularity in the mid-
west. 

Last year, 110 players partici-
pated from Michigan, Ohio, 
Illinois, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, 
Indiana and Ontario. 

Tournament officials expect 
120 participants for the 2004 
tourney including 2000 
Olympic gold medal winner 
Tony Gunawan. 

For more information, call 
Joe Barberio at (248) 449-
9947-

CHEER COACH WANTED 

Livonia Stevenson is seeking 
a head varsity sideline and 
competitive cheerleading 
coach. 

Those interested should con-
tact Stevenson athletic admin-
istrator Lori Hyman at (734) 
744-2660, Ext. 48116. 

SPORTSMEN'S BANQUET 

The Northville Christian 
Assembly, 41355 Six Mile 
Road, Northville, will stage its 
second annual Sportsmen's 
Banquet, 6-10 p.m. Saturday, 
April 17. 

The banquet will feature 
wild game chef Johnny 
Kolakowski, along with guest 
speaker R.G. Bernier, a white-
tail deer tracker. 

Find new 
decorating 
ideas each 
Thursday 

in At Home 

SOCCER PREVIEW 

that." 
Whatever happens with the 

possible procurement of an 
MLS franchise, the Mid-
Michigan Bucks — a Division 
IV team playing in the Great 
Lakes Division in the Premier 
Development League — will 
still be in operation this sum-
mer, and Duggan expects them 
to be more potent than ever. 

And last season they were 
pretty potent, posting a 15-4-1 
record and winning the divi-
sion title. 

Don Gemmell returns as 
coach, and most of the team 
will be back, too. Among those 
who won't be back are former 
Oakland University standout 
Paul Snape and Tino Scicluna, 
a Redford native and former 
midfielder who has taken over 
as Madonna University's men's 
soccer coach. 

Also gone is Jason Perry, 
another OU player who was 
drafted by the MLS' Los 
Angeles Express and is playing 
in Syracuse. Although the 
Bucks' roster isn't completely 
set quite yet — they don't open 
practice until May 1st — 
among those who will return 
are keepers Jeff Wiese (from 
OU) and Peter Dzubay 
(Michigan), Knox Cameron 
(U-M), Simon Omekanda 
(Rochester Adams), John 
Minagawa-Webster (Monroe), 
Eric Nelson (Dearborn), Ryan 
Alexander (Southfield/U-M), 
Nate Norman (Rochester), 
Tony Stark (Schoolcraft 
College), Kevin Taylor (U-M), 
Doug Rice, Nate Kraft and 
Mychal Turpin (Southfield). 

Some of the newcomers 
already signed should make 
the Bucks even better, like 
Jacob Peterson, a Portage 
native playing for the 
University of Indiana, and 
Joseph Kabwe, a native of 
Zimbabwe who attends 

Lindsey Wilson College (Ky.). 
"Having (nearly) the whole 

team back is a big plus for us," 
said Duggan. "We don't just 
want to qualify to play an MLS 
team (in the U.S. Open Cup), 
we want to beat them." 

The talent the Bucks have 
attracted may be good enough 
to do just that. According to 
Duggan, 14 of the team's play-
ers were first team all-confer-
ence selections in their respec-
tive leagues. 

"There's no doubt this team 
will be better," Duggan said. 
"So will everyone else in the 
league. But this is definitely 
our best team ever." 

There will be one important 
change: The Bucks have found 
a home. They will piay all nine 
of their regular-season home 
matches this season at 
Berkley's Hurley Field. Their 
home-opener will be May 18 
against Fort Wayne (Ind.). 

And, Duggan hopes, every-
thing will just continue to get 
better. 

SPORTS ROUNDUP 
Tickets are $35 (no sale the 

day of the event). 
For more information, call 

(248) 348-9030. 

SOFTBALL UMPIRES WANTED 

The City of Livonia 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation is seeking experi-
enced adult umpires for the 
2004 season. 

Games begin in mid-April 
and are scheduled throughout 
the week for both adult modi-
fied and slowpitch softball. 

Umpires are paid $22 per 
game.Those interested should 
call Gary Thomas at (248) 476-
8163. 

NORTHVILLE SOFTBALL 

LEAGUES 

Northville Parks and 
Recreation will be offering an 
adult women's softball league, 
starting Tuesday, May 6, along 

with an adult co-ed softball 
league, starting Sunday, May 4. 

Cost for each league (12 
games) is $410 per team. 

For more information, call 
(248) 449-9947. 

CO-ED GOLF LEAGUE 

Northville Parks and 
Recreation is offering an 18-
week adult co-ed golf league 
starting Monday, May 3 at 
Brae Burn Golf Course. 

Tee time start is 5:29 p.m. 
The cost is $450. 
For more information, call 

(248) 449-9947. 

ADULT CO-ED KICKBALL 

Northville Parks and 
Recreation is offering an adult 
co-ed kickball league starting 
Friday, May 14 (minimum 15 
games).The entry fee is $240 
per team (umpire fees extra). 
There will be double-headers. 

For more'information, call 

(248) 449-9947. 

BADMINTON PROGRAMS 

Northville Parks and 
Recreation is offering an any 
level school badminton pro-
grams using feathered bad-
minton shuttlecocks. 

The program is free. 
For more information, call 

(248)449-9947-

COACH WANTED 

Livonia Clarenceville is seek-
ing a junior varsity boys soccer 
coach for 2004 upcoming sea-
son. 

Those interested should call 
athletic director Tim Wilson at 
(248) 473-8926 dr varsity 
coach Cassandra Gray at (734) 
564-0993. 

Items for the Sports Roundup may be 
faxed to (734) 591-7279 or mailed to 
the Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, Ml 48150. 

PREP BASEBALL Troy at Salem, 1 p.m. 

Monday, March 29 Seaholmat Canton, 1p.m. 
Clarenceville at M.H. Madison, 4:30 p.m. Divine Child at Ladywood, 2:30 p.m. • t 

Tuesday, March 30 BOYS TRACK ' 

S'field Christian at Clarenceville, 4 p.m. Wednesday, March 31 ; ' 

Huron Vailey at Det. Urban, 4:30 p.m. Clarenceville at Riverview, 4 p.m. , 

Wednesday, March 31 Thursday, April 1 
. ,i 

W. Bloomfield at Wayne, 4:30 p.m. Franklin at Thurston, 3:30 p.m. 
• &•-. 

Thursday, April 1 Saturday, April 3 
Franklin at Crestwood, 4 p.m. Patriot Relays at Franklin, 9 a.m, 

Stevenson at Garden City, 4 p.m. Crestwood Charger Invitational, 9 a.m. ' . " 
N. Farmingt.on at John Glenn, 4 p.m. Redford CC, Canton, Pinckney 

Wyandotte at Redford CC, 4 p.m. at Ann Arbor Pioneer, 11 a.m. 

A.A. Greenhilis at Luth. Westland, 4:30 p.m. GIRLS TRACK ' { f t 
Friday, April 2 Tuesday, March 30 

Garden City at Franklin, 4 p.m. Wolverine Invitational, 6 p.m. 

Highland Park at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 31 
Saturday, April 3 Clarenceville at Riverview, 4 p.m. 

(all double-headers) Thursday, April 1 , i 
Roeperat Huron Valley, 10 a.m. Franklin at Thurston, 3:30 p.m. 

i 
John Glenn at Bedford, 11 a.m. Saturday, April 3 . i 

Monroe at Wayne, 11a.m. Patriot Relays at Franklin, 9 a.m. , i 

Redford CC at A.A. Pioneer, noon. Crestwood Charger invitational, 9 a.m. • 

N. Farmington at Canton, 1 p.m. BOYS TENNIS i 
\ 

Redford Union at Franklin, 1 p.m. Monday, March 29 , i 
GIRLS SOFTBALL Thurston at Franklin, 4 p.m. 

Monday, March 29 Farmington at Stevenson, 4 p m 
Stevenson at F.H. Harrison, 4 p.m. Northville vs. Redford CC (S'craft), 4 p.m. 

Wayne at Allen Park, 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 30 . i ! 
Clarenceville at M.H. Madison, 4:30 p.m. N. Farmington at John Glenn, 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 30 Wednesday, March 31 

Stevenson at Dearborn, 4:30 p.m. • Redford CC at Novi, 3:30 p.m. 
S'field Christian at Clarenceville, 4 p.m. Stevenson at Troy, 4 p.m. 

Thursday, April 1 Thursday, ApriM 
Churchill at Farmington, 4 p.m. F.H. Harrison at Franklin, 4 p.m. 
Crestwood at Franklin, 4 p.m. John Glenn at F.H. Harrison, 4 p.m 

Garden City at Stevenson, 4 p.m. Friday, April 2 
Friday, April 2 Wayne at Garden City, 3:30 p.m. 

Highland Park at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m. Churchill at Redford Union, 4 p.m. 

A Tuesday, March 30 Saturday, April 3 A 
Huron Vailey at Det. Urban, 4:30 p.m. Salem at Monroe Invitational, 9 a.m. ¥ , 

Saturday, April 3 GIRLS GOLF 
(all double-headers unless noted) Saturday, April 3 

Canton, Salem at Taylor Invitational, 9 a.m. Grosselle Invitational, 9 a.m. 
Luth. N'west at Huron Vailey, 10 a.m. BOYS & GIRLS LACROSSE 

Stevenson at Redford Union, 1 p.m. Tuesday, March 30 
GIRLS SOCCER Brother Rice at Redford CC, 4:30 p.m 

* * 
Monday, March 29 Friday, April 2 

Franklin at Ladywood,4p.m. G.P. North at Ladywood, 5 p.m. 

Thurston at John Glenn, 4 p.m. Saturday, April 3 
Wayne at Monroe, 4 p.m. Wooster (Ohio) at Redford CC, 1 p.m. r 

Novi at Canton, 7 p.m. MEN'S COLLEGE BASEBALL ' : 1 ' 

Dearborn at Churchill, 7 p.m. (all double-headers) 
• 

A.A. Pioneer at Stevenson, 7 p.m. Sunday, March 28 
Tuesday, March 30 Olivet at Madonna, 1p.m. 

Ladywood at Marian, 4'p.m. Tuesday, March 30 J ' 

Wednesday, March 31 Tiff in (Ohio) at Madonna, 1 p,m. 1'r 

Garden City at John Glenn, 4 p.m. Friday, April 2 \ » ' 
J . 

Allen Park at Wayne, 4 p.m. Madonna at Spring Arbor, 2 p.m. \ • 

Stevenson at Saline, 5:30 p.m. Saturday, April 3 
h ' 

Novi at Churchill, 7 p.m. Spring Arbor at Madonna, 1p.m. . 

Thursday, April 1 WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOFTBALL 

Franklin at G.P. North, 7 p.m. (all double-headers) 
Friday, April 2 Tuesday, March 30 i , ' 

Dearborn at John Glenn, 4 p.m. Concordia at Madonna >s\ ! { 

Wayne at Taylor Truman, 5:30 p.m. at Livonia Ladywood H.S., 3 p.m. 
» J 

V 
Churchill at A.A. Huron, 7 p.m. Saturday, April 3 
Wood haven at Franklin, 7 p.m. Madonna at St. Francis (Ind.), 1 p.m. 

Stevenson at Saginaw Heritage, 7 p.m. Sunday, April 4 ' ; ' ! 

Saturday, April 3 Madonna at Indiana Tech, 1 p.m. * \ 
R.0. Shrine at Luth. Westland, noon. T B A - t i m e to be announced. 

GOODYEAR 
\4l I " N i , ^ i f ~ ' I 
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Buy 3 Tires 
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Please recycle this newspaper 
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Buy 3 Tires 
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Lube • 5 qts. Oil - New Filter 
$1.00 Disposal Fee, 
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29904 Ford Road 
(W. of Middlebelt) 

734-432-6360 

19424 Middlebelt Road 
(N. of 7 Mile) 
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Michigan's Only Four Diamond Casino & Resort 

The Perfect Getaway 
For Just $XQ9 Per Room, Per Night 

Your Exclusive Package Includes: 

• First-Class Accommodations 
• Players Club Membership 

• FREE Welcome Gift 

Experience it all... distinctive dining, star-studded 
entertainment, non-stop gaming action and more! 

|5§oei 

G R A N D O P E N I N G ! 

g 5 § f c ? Call 1-877-2-EAGLE-2 
www.soaringeaglecasino.com 

Let The Good Times Soar! 

Soaring 
gagle 

C A S I N O © RESORT® 

An Hour North Of Lansing, M t f 

Room rate is valid mult iple nights, Sunday t h r i , . , 29 ,2004. Certain restrictions apply. 
Offer based on single or double occupancy and availability. .Subject to change or cancellat ion at any t ime. 
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Open IVkrcIn 2 3 , 2 0 0 4 
NEW LIVONIA 
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: DEK, ROLLER HOCKEY 

: - High Velocity Sports (HVS) 
i ' b f Canton is now accepting 
••Registrations from individuals 
: and teams for the spring • 
pol ler hockey session. The sea-
s o n runs April 12-July 18; reg-
i s t ra t ion deadline is March 
£$9. Individuals that sign up 
^without a team pay $135 per 
f l a y e r plus a $20 jersey 
;;fee. The team fee is $1,000 
:-for teams that pay in fall by 
' ^ la rch 29, $1,200 for teams 
vthat pay by their first 
^ a m e , The fees include 10 
£§ames plus playoffs. 

A developmental dek (floor) 
j o c k e y league (without inline 
^skates) is available for 4-6 
Cyear olds. The playing surface 
:;}S split in half so that four 
H'eams can play at once. All 
^equipment is provided and 
f l a y e r s are taught the proper 
^tick-handling techniques and 
(general rules of the game. The 
/fee is $65 per player. 
; Dek (floor) hockey is also 
goffered for adults. The season 
v&nd deadlines are the same as 
jMthe above-listed roller hockey 
r-dates, however the team fee is 
£^800 if paid by March 29 or 
£§1,000 by the team's first 
•Jame. The individual fee is 
NJ85 per player. 
£** For the more seasoned 
^roller hockey player, HVS 
goffers a Cub league for 5-7 
;»J5ear olds. This league is for 
[•children that can already 
Cskate and are ready to play in 
^league games. 
• i HVS also offers youth roller 

hockey leagues for Atom (8-
and-under), Mite (10-and-
under), Squirt (12-and-. 
under), PeeWee (14-and-
under), and Midget (17-and-
under) players. 

The adult roller hockey 
leagues include Copper 
(recreational), Bronze (inter-
mediate), Silver (competitive), 
Gold (ultra-competitive), 
Coed and Over-30 leagues. 

For those trying to improve 
their skills, youth and adult 
drop-in roller hockey clinics 
are available. Drop-in roller 
hockey for youth and adults is 
also available. Check 
www.hvsports.com for updat-
ed days, times and fees. 

For more information on 
roller or dek (floor) hockey at 
HVS, or to register, please 
visit us at www.hvsports.com 
or call (734) HV-SPORT. 

BASEBALL TRYOUTS 

B The WaCo Wolves IJ-9 
travel baseball t eam will hold 
winter tryouts for the 2004 
season. The team will play 
about 50-60 games during 
the season plus a World 
Series. 

For more information, 
please call Bill Hardin at 
(734) 516-3723. 

• The Michigan Indians U-
14 travel baseball tryouts will 
be 2:30-3:30 p.m. on consec-
utive Saturdays, March 20 
and March 27, at Total 
Baseball in Wixom. Aaron 
Knieper, former pro player 

and full-time baseball instruc-
tor, will coach this team 

The team will play i n the 
Michigan Superior League 
and six tournaments, with 
indoor training at Total 
Baseball. Please call in 
advance: Aaron Knieper, 
(248) 219-8205 or email him 
at arknieper@aol.com. 

WATER EXERCISE, CHALLENGE 

The City of Livonia 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation will hold its River 
Challenge classes at 6 p.m. 
Wednesdays and 8 a.m. 
Saturdays, along with its 
Deep Water Exercise classes 
10 a.m. Tuesdays and Fridays 
at the Community Center 
Aquatics pool. 

The River Challenge class is 
a 50-minute class. (Webbed 
water gloves provided. You 
must wear your own water 
shoes to each class.) 

The Deep Water Exercise 
class will provide effective 
resistance to strengthen and 
tone the upper and lower 
body, as well as an abdomen 
workout to achieve greater 
flexibility. 

It is also therapy for sports 
injuries. Swim ability is not 
necessary. 

Water jogging belts are 
available, or you can bring 
your own. You must wear your 
own water shoes to each class. 

For more information, or to 
register, call (734) 466-2925 
or visit www.ci.livonia.mi.us. 

hometownlife.com 
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Pat your business On-Line!, 
call 1-800-989-4614 

ACCOUNTANT 
Bovitz, CPA, P.C. www.bovitzcpa.com 
ACUPUNCTURE 
Acupuncture Institute of Michigan .---www.drne6dles.com 
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Eazco www.eazco.com 
ANIMAL REMOVAL SERVICES 
Animal Pro Inc. -www.animalproinc.com 
APARTMENTS 
Can Be Investments. - www.can-be.com 

A R T 

The Detroit institute of Ails www.dia.org 
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Oakland Youth Orchestra- www.oyomi.org 
Suburban Newspapers of America www.suburban-
news.org 
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Marsha Lynn Tuck- www.lawyers.com/marshalynntuck 
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John Rogin Buick www.johnrogin.com 

AUTOMOTIVE 

Competition Limited www.hioutputbulbs.com 
Davis Auto Care www.davisautocare.com 
BAKING/COOKING 
Chelsea Milling Company www.jiffymix.com 
BUILDERS 
Belanger Builders, Inc.— www.belangerbuilders.com 
Mitch Harris Building Co. -www.mitchharris.net 
Tony Van Oyen Builders Inc. www.tonyvanoyenbuilder.com 
CARDS & GIFT SHOP 
Misty's Cards & Gifts www.mistyscards.com 
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Nee Deep in Ceramics-—www.nee-deep-in-ceramics.com 
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Novi Dental -www.novldental.com 
Smile Maker- —www.smilemaker.org 

ELECTRONIC SERVICE AND REPAIR 
ABL Electronic Service, Inc. -www.ablserv.com 
EYE CARE/LASER SURGERY 
Greenberg Laser Eye Center- www.greenbergeye.com 
Michigan Eyecare institute www.micheyecare.com 
FESTIVALS 
Michigan 50's Festival—www.michiganfiftiesfestival.com 
FLOORING 
Andy's Hardwood Floors- www.andyshardwoodfloors.com 
Dande Hardwood Flooring Company—www.dandefloors.com 
Warehouse Flooring Outlet www.warehouseflooringouWet.com 
HEALTH/FITNESS 
Poise Pilates www.poisepilates.oom 
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Accent Remodeling Inc. --www.accentremodeiing.com 
Complete Carpetand Duct Cleaning—www,compietecarpetandduct.com 
Morris Painting www.morrispainting.com 
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Identification Lamination Products www.identlam.com 
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J.J. O'Connell & Assoc., Inc. 

Insurance Company www.oconnellinsurance.com 
INTERNET HOSTING 
HomeTown Digital www.hometownlife.com 

To advertise your Web site here, call 1 -800-9 
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Arch Associates, LLC www.archassociates.com 
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Oldford-Howeli Development, lnc.-www.parsh2dlvillepond.com 
LANDSCAPING/CONCRETE 
Artistic Concrete Solutions www.artisticconcrete solutions.biz 
LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
Absolute Skin & Body Care 
www.absoiuteskinandbody.com 
LAWYER SERVICES 
Law Offices of Judith Blumeno- ww.blumeno.com 
MANUFACTURER/WELDENG WIRE 
Cor-Met Inc. www.cor-met.com 
MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVES 
Electronic Sources www.esirep.com 
Hamiett Environmental 

Technologies www.hamiettenvironmental.com 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
innovative Laboratory Acrylics-—www.innovativelabaciylics.com 
MORTGAGE COMPANIES 
Loaning Michigan -www.loaningmichigan.com 
MORTGAGE SPECIALISTS 
Eric Stanton - http://estanton.hometownelendlrig.com 
MUSIC MEMORABILIA 
Classic Audio Repra www.classicaudiorepro.com 
PAINTING SUPPLIES 
Flo-Rite Paint www.flo-ritepaint.com 
PARKS 
Huron-Clinton Metropark Authority- -www.metroparks.com 
PUBLICATIONS 

Camden Publications www.club50news.com 
Equine Times-— www.equinetimes.com 

QUALITY SYSTEMS & PRODUCTIVITY 

Arch Associates, LLC -www.archassociates.com 

REAL ESTATE 
ERA Alliance www.tonyfarrugia.com 
Langard Realtors -www.langard.com 
One Way Realty www.onewayrealty.com 
Sellers First Choice r y www.sfcrealty.com 
Weir,Manuel, Snyder & Ranked- www.weirmanuel.com 
REALTORS 
Chris Karapatsakis www.chrisksellshomes.com 
Clark & Fron Realtors www.clarkandfron.com 
Marty Pouget- -www.martypouget.com 
RECYCLING SERVICES 
Resource Recovery and Recycling Authority 

of Southwest Oakland County www.rrrasoc.org 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 

Center for Reproductive 

Medicine& Surgery—www.reproductive-medicine.com 

Midwest Fertility and 

Sex Selection Center- www.selectagender.com 
RESORTS 
Sandcastles 

on the Beach Resoit--www.sandcastlesonthebeach.com 
RESTAURANTS 
Albans Restaurant www.albans.com 
Bistro 127— www.bistro127.com 
Italian Epicure www.italian-epicure.com 
Pasquale's Restaurant www.pasqualesrestaurant.com 
Stillwater Grill www.stillwatergrili.com 
RESUME SERVICE 
Advantage Staffing www.voiceresume.net 
RETIREMENT COMMUNIT IES 
United Methodist Retirement Community--www.umrc.com 
SPORTS GEAR 
Outdoor Pursuits www.outdoorpursuitsinc.com 
STAFFING 
Advantage Staffing www.astaff.com 
SURPLUS FOA|M 
McCullough Corporation www.mcfoam.com 
SURPLUS PRODUCTS 
McCullough Corporation www.mcsurplus.com 
WEB SITE DEVELOPMENT 
HomeTown Digital www.hometownlife.com 
WELL SERVICES 
Keller Well Drilling www.kellerwelldrilling.com 
WORSHIP 
First Presbyterian Church Birmingham www.fpcbirminghsun.org 
Heart of the Hills Church www.heartofthehills.com 
Our Shepherd Lutheran Church -www.ourshepherd.net 
Rochester First Assembly Church www.rochesterfirst.org. 
Unity of Livonia www.unityoflivonia.org 
Y O U T H ATHLETICS 
Westland Youth Athletic Association -www. wyaa.org 

SOFTBALL/BASEBALL 

LESSONS 

Total Baseball, 3 0 9 9 0 
Wixom Road, will offer pitch-
ing, hitting, and fielding les-
sons for ages 6-18.' 

Lessons are by appointment 
only. 

The cost is $35 per half-
hour or $165 for five private 
lessons. 

Call (248) 668-0166 or e-
mail 
totalbballwixom@aol.com or 
visit www.total-baseball.com. 

SUNDAY HEALTH CLUB 

The Sunday Health Club at 
Schoolcraft College, located at 
18600 Haggerty Road, 
between Six and Seven Mile 
roads just west of1-275, will 
be open for 26 Sundays for 
2003-04. 

The Sunday Health Club is 
designed for individuals or 
families from 1-5 p.m. with 
access to two gyms for basket-
ball and volleyball; six courts 
for handball, paddleball, rac-
quetball and wallyball; 
weightlifting equipment and 
aerobic equipment such as 
treadmills, exercise bikes; 
swimming pools with a pair of 
1-meter and 3-meter diving 
boards; and saunas in both 
the men's and women's lock-
errooms. 

Members must furnish 
their own locks and towels, 
and children under the age of 
16 much be accompanied by 
an adult or guardian. 

Individual membership fees 
are $45 for the fall or winter 
terms or $75 for both ses-
sions. Families pay $85 for 
individual terms or $155 for 
both terms. Anyone can drop 
by and use the facilities for a 
$5 fee, payable at the door, 
each Sunday. 

For mqre information, call 
(734) 462-4448, or visit 
www.schoolcraft.edu. (Click 

on schedules and registration 
forms, and on fall 2 0 0 3 non-
instruction health and fit-
ness.) 

ADULT REC HOCKEY 

Adult recreation hockey 
leagues playing out of the 
Plymouth Cultural Center, 
Arctic Pond in Plymouth and 
Arctic Edge Arena in Canton, 
will be offered Sunday 
evenings now through March. 

Among the leagues offered 
include men and women 
over-21, -30, -40 and -50, 
along with an adult novice 
league. 

Drop-in hockey for seniors 
over-50 is available each 
Tuesday and Friday morning 
at the Arctic Pond. 

For more information call 
the Arctic Pond at (734) 207-
7663, or to obtain a registra-. 
tion form, visit www.rspi.net. 
You can also call John Wilson 
at (248) 471-0658; or email 
h im at john@rspi .net . 

DROP-IN HOCKEY 

The city of Plymouth 
Recreation Department will 
offer ice t ime for drop-in 
hockey from 9-11 p.m. on 
Fridays, at the Plymouth 
Cultural Center, located at 
525 Farmer in Plymouth. Cost 
is $10 per player per session; 
the first four goalies skate for 
free. For more information, 
call the Recreation 
Department at (734) 455-
6620. 

YMCA COACHES WANTED 

The Livonia YMCA is seek-
ing part-time gymnastics 
coaches for its recreational 
program. 

Applicants must be avail-
able to teach evenings 
between 4-8 p.m. and must be 
willing to work with a variety 
of levels and age groups. 

Anyone interesting in join-

ing the YMCA coaching staff 
will receive training f r o m cur-
rent staff members. Some 
experience in the sport is pre-
ferred. 

For more information, call 
Vanessa Marsh at the YMCA 
at (734) 261-2161. 

PITCH, HIT & RUN CONTEST 

The City of Livonia 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation is staging its 2 0 0 4 
Pepsi, Major League Baseball 
Pitch, Hit and Run competi-
tion, f rom 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 8, at Ford 
Field (Diamond No'. 2). 

Registration begins at 9 :30 
a.m. the day of the event. 
There is no cost. 

Age divisions include 13-14, 
11-12,9-10 and 7-8. (Age is 
determined as of July 17, 
2004.) Age group winners 
have a chance to advance and 
possibly compete at Comerica 
Park. 

For more information, call 
(734) 466-2414 or visit 
www.ci.livonia.mi.us. 

POMPON WORKSHOP 

Girls ages 7-14 interested in 
learning pompon are invited 
to a spring workshop with the 
Livonia Churchill varsity team 
f rom 9 a.m. until noon, 
Saturday, April 3, in t he 
school's gymnasium. 
(Churchill is located at 8900 
Newburgh Road, jus t nor th of 
Joy Road). 

Those attending will be 
taught basic moves and a rou-
tine, which they will perform 
for parents later that day. 

Cost is $30 per participant 
(includes T-shirt, music CD 
and a snack). 

The event is a fund-raiser to 
help defray costs for t he 
team's summer camp. Varsity 
tryouts begin May 3 for next 
year's squad; 

To register, call Julie 
McDonald at (734) 427-1198. 

GET A CHECKING 
ACCOUNT THAT 

WATCHESYOUR BACK. 

MAXIMUM 
.% T R E N G T 

IScwGanddhdOwich 

Free and Customized E-Mail Alerts 
That Can Save You Money 

Track payments due 

Avoid late fees 

Monitor balances and account activity 

Free One Checking® with direct deposit 

BANKiONE 

Member FDIC. © 2 0 0 4 Bank One Corporation. 

Find your favorite recipes 
each Thursday in Taste 
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Bowling at EMU was a hit 

Ten Pin 
Afley 

Al 

It was a sensational show the 

Professional Bowling 
Association put on last 

Sunday during t he ESPN finals 
televised live f rom Eastern 
Michigan University's 

Convocation 
Center in 
Ypsilanti. 

I would 
have been 
there, except 
that my 
Saturday 
flight from 
Reno, Nev. 
arrived a bit 
late and did-
n't land until 
about 4 a.m. 

That's just 
to tight with-
out enough 
sleep. 

According to Taylor Lanes 
manager Erin Dobbins, 
"Everything went very well, 
starting with the pro-am and 
ending with the exciting finals." 

If you missed it, Tom Baker 
of Buffalo New York won the 
championship and a $120,000 
check. 

Stopped by a solid 10-pin in 
the 10th frame, Mika 
Koivuniemi out of Finland, 
and now residing in Ann 
Arbor, gave Baker a real run 
for the money, not to mention 
home field advantage with all 
of Ann Arbor cheering for him. 

It was a great win for the 49-
year-old Baker, his first PBA 
Major title to go along with 
nine other championships in 
his many years of competition 
on the pro tour. 

Another local bowler, 
Brandon Hilgendorf of 
Warren, held second place in 
the early rounds. Not bad con-
sidering the 17-year-old held 
his own in combat against all 
of the seasoned veteran pro 
bowlers. 

• Earlier during the week, I 
was in Reno for the American 
Bowling Congress annual con-
vention, which was combined 
with the ABC national tourna-
ment. The ABC tourney runs 
from late February through 
June. 

The Greater Detroit Bowling 

Scores were generally lower 

than expected, but we all 

really tried even though 

some of our scores might 

make you wonder. 

Association directors formed 
three five-man teams and 
bowled in the team event 
Thursday morning followed by 
the singles and doubles on 
Friday. 

Scores were generally lower 
than expected, but we all really 
tried even though some of our 
scores might make you won-
der. 

In the Friday legislative ses-
sion, there were over 1,200 
casting ballots for the proposed 
merger of the men (ABC) and 
women (Women's 
International Bowling 
Congress). 

I cannot tell you the results 
of the vote, because I don't 
know it. Neither does anyone 
else. The ballots are in sealed 
containers and will not even be 
counted until after the WIBC 
holds their voting at their con-
vention in May. In that way 
they cannot be influenced 
either way by how the ABC 
men voted. 

Aside from the legislation on 
Friday, there were several sem-
inars during the entire week on 
a variety of subjects. 

Topics ranged from better 
coaching to the Winlabs on-
line program, which much of 
the bowling industry has 
adopted. 

Winlabs creates a basic com-
puter system for everything in 
bowling, logging league aver-
ages up and current, league 
schedules, along with the sec-
retary and treasurer functions. 
GDBA headquarters uses this 
system. 

Other seminars and work-
shops concerned included such 
subjects as ABC rules and stan-

dards, high school bowling, fol-
lowed by a Saturday morning 
workshop summing up all that 
had transpired. One of the 
highlights of the week turned 
out to be the Delegates 
Appreciation Night on Friday. 

It consisted of a nice buffet 
(Southwest style) and some 
entertainment by Rain, a 
Beatles tribute band. Rain 
looked liked the Beatles and 
sounded just like them, played 
their songs and sang just like 
the Beatles of some 40 years 
ago. 

It was most appreciated by 
the huge crowd as a good num-
ber of them were of that gener-
ation when the Beatles came 
landed in America. 

There were raffles and lots of 
door prizes and certainly a 
night to remember. 

If you have never been to 
Reno, try to get there on a 
vacation or ski trip someday. 

It is only about 45 miles 
from beautiful Lake Tahoe and 
the scenery there is worth the 
trip. Of course, Reno is an old 
gambling resort town with lots 
of newer hotels and casinos. 
Visitors can get hitched quickly 
or unhitched just as quickly. 

The streets are lined with 
either souvenir or pawn shops. 

Many delegates stayed at the 
El Dorado, which connects to 
the Silver Legacy and the 
Circus-Circus. 

One can gamble away all 
their money or make a quick 
killing. 

I saw a little bit of both. I am 
not a gambling man, but I 
would play some slot machines 
a bit, and I have a special num-
ber for roulette (12). I sat down 
to watch the roulette table and 
the very next number to come 
in was 12.1 figured then that I 
missed the boat, so I just 
watched again as another 12 
came in. So I really did miss 
the boat in that instance. 

It's just like we say in bowl-
ing, "timing is everything." 

Al Harrison is a resident of Livonia 
and a director of the Greater Detroit 
Bowling Association. He can be 
reached by phone at (248) 477-1839 or 
e-mail to: tenpinaliey@sbcglobai.net. 

• •artSS&rf HAVE FUN, 

Vbuth 

PLAY HOCKEY, 
AND SKATE WHERE 

THE PROS PLAY! 

DETROIT RED WINGS YOUTH HOCKEY CAMP 
PRESENTED BY OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE 

" "J 

HOSTED BY 
DETROIT RED WINGS 
ASSOCIATE COACH 

BARRY SMITH i 

AUG. 7 th - AUG 
TWO SESSIONS: 
. 9 !H AND AUG, n 7 H -AUG,t3TH 

SKATERS $229 / AGES 7 - 1 4 /GOALIES ONLY $199 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER YOUR CAMPER, 
LOG ON TO DETROITREDWINGS.COM OR CALL 313-396-7575 

• • • • • • •! 
E n t e r t o w i n D e t r o i t R e d W i n g s T i c k e t s 

Today's Classifieds Section 
See How You Can Enter to Win! 

lEccentric 
NEWSPAPERS 

I 

H ( D b s m w 0 Eccen t r i c 
NEWSPAPERS 

Grand Prize winner wiil receive roundtrip airfare for 2, hotel accommodations and 2 tickets to 
see Kid in concert at the Universal Amphitheatre on Aprii 24th. Mail entry form to "KID ROCK 
ROAD TRIP", c/o 101 WRIF, One Radio Plaza, Detroit, Ml 48220. Readers may also send in a 
postcard with name,address and daytime phone number to the address above. All eligible 
entries wiil be placed into the grand prize drawing that wit! take place at the WRIF studios on 
or about April 7, 2004. 

/ \ 
i Name ; \ 

Address. 

i City. -State. . Z i p . 

Home Phone. 

I Work Phone. 
i 

\ Age 
\ No purchase neccesary. See complete official ruies for details. 

For o f f i c ia l rules visit w w w . w r i f . c o m 

O l S I - L i N E P R E - S A L E 
WED., 3 / 3 1 1 0 : 0 0 A M — THURS. 4 / 1 , 1 0 : 0 0 P M 

Individua Game Playoff Tickets Tickets 

DREAM PRIZE CONTEST 
EACH WINNER* RECEIVES: 

® Behind the scenes tour of Palace of Auburn Hills 
© Lunch with Shock head coach Bill Laimbeer and 

newest Shock player MeHakia Jones at 
The Palace Grille 

• Autographed Pistons jersey 

GO TO PISTONSXOM OR DETROITSHOCK.COM 

i menu ml 

77i.» Aloi h in i j i1 Lxprrt* 

PRESENTS 
i ? o s r a 

C O I N 1 TO W O R K . E V E R V N I G H T . 

TUESDAY, APRIL 6 
vs ORLANDO MAGIC 

7:30pm 
— DOORS OPEN AT 6 PfVI — 

Pistons Beach Towel giveaway to the f i r s t ID.0Q0 fans courtesy of ail to the f 

m 
MONDAY, APRIL 12 

vs WASHINGTON WIZARDS 
7:30pm 

— DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM — 
Pistons umbrella giveaway to the f i r s t 5,000 fans courtesy of 

TICKETS HVRILRBLE HT THE PHLHCE BOX OFFICE. 
CHLL BHB-Em-QlOO OR LOG ON TO PI5TONS.COM 

TfnJ < 

mailto:tenpinaliey@sbcglobai.net
http://www.wrif.com
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WISNIEWSKI 
FROM PAQE 61 
1 j ' 

yated. Although limited to 50 regular-sea-
£on games by a trip to the World Junior 
tournament and his now famous five-game 
Suspension (for informing an opponent he 
"didn't fight Euros" — an official overheard 
the remark and considered it a "racial slur" 
for Europeans), Wisniewski was still able to 
Score 17 goals and get 53 assists in 50 
games, scoring 70 points. 
t Hi? other goals were realized as well: 
syiiihipg the World Junior Tournament and 
Kiaking the OHL all-star game. 
p - His signing his contract with Chicago 
brought him very close to a clean sweep in 
gfre goal-accomplished department. The 
possibility of an NHL player lockout made 
feis signing even more imperative. 
| "You don't wqnt to wait too long," he said. 

Wisniewski's game has improved each 
and every year, but this season it has really 
jtaken a leap forward. If being named team 
captain is a difficult assignment for some 
[players to handle, it hasn't been for 
Wisniewski. 
; He has become the OHL's most danger-
Sous offensive threat on the blue line, reap-
ing the league's hardest shot award, 
pressure d^ssn't affect him; the Whalers, 
f^hp le^t n%rly all of their top scorers from 
test ^ S O B » | a v e been dependent on the 
'effe<M^en^ ;of the power-play unit. 
J." Wlsjfitewsfequarterbacks that unit, , 
•tyhitih ha£.J$eeome one of the best in the 
(OHL. As Whaler coach/general manager 
[Mike Vellucci noted after a 2-0 victory in 
tGame Four of the Kitchener series, "We 
idon't score a lot of even-strength goals. We 
ijely on our power play." 

"I don't feel any extra pressure," 
jWisftiews&i said. "I just try and play my 

[ * He's come through big-time in the 
]Kitchener. series, scoring three goals and 
^adding two assists in the first four games. 
: The difference in his game this season is 
jboth mental and physical. "My positioning" 
!has improved, he noted. "I dropped some 
; weight from last year and I feel a lot quick-
er out there. 
, "And I'm getting older and more confi-
dent in myself" 
; His improvement has been noticed by 
the Biackhawks, who were particularly 
(impressed by his plus-32 rating during the 
^regular season ~ one of the top marks in 
1 the OHL. It certainly convinced them to . 
i §ign him, which means this is almost cer-
tainlyfris last season with the Whalers. 
^ And that leaves just one last goal still on 

- his agenda: winning an OHL champi-
i onsjiip. With all-star goalie Paul Drew like-
»ly sidelined for,the playoffs with an ankle 
injury, Plymouth's chances are not great. 

r j; But anything's possible in the playoffs, 
"That would be a tremendous accomplish-
ment," said Wisniewski. "That would top 
everything." 

OUTDOORS CALENDAR 
ACTIVITIES 

FISH BUDDIES FISHING CLUB 
Thefish Buddies Fishing Club meets the third Tuesday of each 
month in Rochester. Meetings are open to all anglers, boaters 
and non-boaters. Call Harold Leider at (248) 656-0556 for more . 
information. 

SP0RTFISHING ASSOCIATION 
The Oakland County Sportfishing Association meets at 7:30 p.m. 
the third Wednesday of every month at the Drayton Piains 
Natu'fe center, 2125 Denby, Drayton Plains. Call (248) 693-4389 
or visit the club's web site at http://go.to/ocsa for more infor-
mation. 

DOWNRIVER BASS ASSOCIATION 
The Downriver 8ass Association, a non-tournament bass club, 
meets1 at 6:30 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of every month at the 
Gantjer Mountain (14100 Pardee Road) in Taylor. For more infor-
matibn, call Ron Fodor at (734) 676-2863 or send an e-mail to 
riveiVat122@home.com. 

METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS 
Metro-West Steelheaders meets at 7:30 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of each month at the Livonia senior center located on-
the Southeast corner of Farmington and Five Mile. Call Henry 
Nabors at (248) 258-5502 for more information. . 

MICHIGAN FLY FISHING 
The Michigan Fly Fishing Club meets at 7:30 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month at Livonia Clarenceville Middle 
School; located on Middlebelt Road between Seven and Eight 
Miie'roads. Visit www.mffc.org on the Internet for more informa-
tion, > 

FOUR SEASONS 
The taur Seasons Fishing Club meets 7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. tfie first 
Wednesday of each month at the Livonia Civic Park Senior 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road. Meetings are open to boaters 
and non-boaters and the club is open to new members. Visitors 
are welcome to the family club. For more information, cail Mark 
Bog$ at (734) 464-6155 or e-mail 
fouijjeasonsfi shingclub@yahoo.com. 

HUR0HVALLEY STEELHEADERS 
The Huron Valley Steelheaders meets the third Thursday of each 
monfth at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 27600 Hail Road, Flat 
Rock. Call Carroll White at (734) 285-0843 for more information. 

CLINTON RIVER BASS 'N RATS 
The recently organized Clinton River Bass 'n Rats meets the first 
Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the Gander Mountain 
Lodgt Cail (810) 247-9900 for direction and additional informa-
tiottThe club is an affiliated chapter of the 8.A.S.S. National 
Federation. 

METROPARKS 

METR0PARK REQUIREMENTS 
Most Metropark programs are free while some require a nominal 
tee;||dvanced registration and a motor vehicle permit are 
required for all programs. Call the respective parks toll free at 
the following numbers: Stony Creek, (800) 477-7756; Indian 
Springs, (800) 477-3192; Kensington, (800) 477-3178; Hudson Mills, 
(800)477-3191. 

OAKLAND COUNTY PARKS 

COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS 
Advanced registration and a motor vehicle permit are required 
for p i nature programs at Oakland County Parks. Call (248) 625-
6473,;to register or for more information. 

(To submit items for consideration in the Observer & 
Eccentric's Outdoor Calendar send information to: Outdoors, 
805 E. Maple, Birmingham, Ml 48009; fax information to 248-
644-1314.) 

B E PART OF OUR FIRST ANNUAL 

•CELEBRATING SENIOR LIFE IN AMERICA' 

'3 "l%AJ ' 

i .m. - 2:30 p . m . 

presented by 

THE 

NEWSPAPERS 
WWW.HOMETOWNLIFE.COM 

' and 

& 

I T 

> L t 

Outdoor 
insights 

Schoolcraft College 
"WWW.SCHOOLCRAFT.EDU 

INCREASE YOUR SENIOR CLIENT BASE -
PARTICIPATE IN THIS PREMIER EXHIBITION! 

/ o u r Sen /o r Expo Exhibitor Package Includes: 

PROMOTION: Signs at Schoolcraft College and advertisements in the 
15 Observer & Eccentric ̂ Newspapers and four HomeTown Newspapers 
prior to the event. 

BOOTH SPACE: A covered table with 2 chairs, a table card identifying 
your business and two b&x lunches prepared by Schoolcraft College's 
culinary arts department^" 

QUARTER PAGE AD: Your ad will appear in more than 200,000 
newspapers; all 15 Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and four HomeTown 
Newspapers. 
An additional 5,000 guides will be distributed during the event. 
Your business name wiil-aiso be listed on the f loor plan in the 
Senior Expo Guide. 

Reserve your booth today, call: 

1 -800-579-7355 
. O E08197662 . E P S 

l|% afe ice is history and open-
l y , water fishing is still a few 
•%# weeks away. Turkey season 
opens in just over a month, but 
gobblers have yet to, break out 

of their win-
tering flocks 
so scouting is 
a bit prema-
ture right 
now. 

With my 
options run-
ning out I 
decided it 
was a good 
day for a rab-
bit hunt. 

But I 
couldn't find 
anyone who 
wanted to 
hunt with 

me. I guess I should expect 
that, though, since I was trying 
my best to coax a buddy into 
joining me on a dogless rabbit 
hunt. 

Most rabbit hunters use bea-
gles to locate and run rabbits, 
then set up in a position so 
they can intercept the chase as 
the rabbits circle around. But 
that's not to say you have to 
pass on an opportunity to 
spend an afternoon in the field 
just because you don't have 
access to a good rabbit dog. 
Solo rabbit hunts can be pro-
ductive and enjoyable, but you 
need to alter your tactics just a 
little. 

The main thing to remember 
is to move slowly and keep 
your eyes open. Since you don't 
have a dog's nose to locate the 
rabbits you have to rely on your 
own keen eyesight. 

Cottontails have a tendency 
to wait until you're right on top 
of them before exploding into a 
dead run as you fumble to 
draw a bead of the fading tar-

They'll sit tight for as long as 
possible. It's their survival 
instinct taking over. They 
know the more they move 
around in the open, the better 
chance they have of being 
picked off by a hawk, fox, coy-
ote or hunter. 

As I crested a small hill cov-
ered with a thick growth of 
grey dogwood a big cottontail 
exploded from beneath a clus-
ter of brush and made a bee-
line for a nearby creek bottom. 
My reflexes were a bit rusty 
and when I touched off a shot 
from my 16 gauge side-by-side, 
I was about two feet behind my 
quarry. 

Rabbits l-O. 
Remember to move slowly 

and stop every 10 yards or so 
when solo hunting for rabbits. 
• Be sure to watch your back, 
too. Rabbits that sit tight as 
you walk by will often get 
spooked when you stop, and 
dart out into the open. 

The second thing to remem-
ber is to be sure you're hunting 
in rabbit habitat. 

Mature hardwoods and open 
fields are not the best places to 
hunt rabbits. They prefer areas 
with heavy cover like brushy 
fields, fence rows and briar 
patches. Find a grassy CPR 
field along some cut corn and 
you've likely hit the jackpot. 

I worked my way through 
the brushy cover to the edge of 
a cut corn field. In the corner 
of this field there is a huge 
brush pile the farmer made by 
stacking all the branches that 
had fallen into the field over 
time. As I kicked one of the 
branches sticking out of the 
pile, a rabbit dashed out the 
other side and headed for the 
fence row. I was ready this 
time. My reflexes sharpened a 
bit by the last miss, I was able 
to draw a good bead this time 

and made a clean shot before 
he hit the heavy cover. 

Rabbits 1, hunter 1. 
Rabbits love to hide out in 

brush piles so be sure to check, 
them all - big and small. Kick, 
rattle and shake the pile to 
flush.out anything that might 
be hiding within. 

It's not out of the question to 
stalk a rabbit. A fresh snow like 
we had earlier this week is per-
fect. 

As I worked my way around 
the cornfield I saw several sets 
of tracks, including one t h a t ' 
was as fresh as a newborn 
fawn. They led out of the corn 
and directly through a patch of 
pickers. I walked slowly along 
the tracks until I entered an 
overgrown creek bottom. A 
rabbit emerged up ahead, but , 
he was too quick for me and I 
never got off a shot in the 
heavy cover. 

Rabbits 2, hunter 1. 
While I'm out rabbit hunt-

ing, I'm always on the lookout 
for sheds - antlers that have 
fallen off white-tailed bucks. 
Bucks shed their antlers every 
winter and it's fun to run 
across an antler, or better yet, a 
set of antlers, especially if you 
rabbit hunt in the same area in 
which you deer hunt. Find a 
shed and it will give you an 
idea of which bucks made it 
through the fall and winter. 

Just because the fishing sea-
son is on pause doesn't mean 
you have to sit home and 
hibernate. Rabbit season runs 
through Wednesday. 

(Bill Parker covers the outdoors for 
the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. 
Hunters and anglers are urged to 
report their success. Questions and 
comments are also encouraged. Send 
information to: Bill Parker, c/o 
Outdoors, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham, 
Ml 48009) 

We're thinking fresh. 
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Farmer uacK and ine Observer & Eccentric have teamed up lo bring you great 
prizes ?nd great fun when you play our Hidden Woids in tlie Haystack Contest' 

^ i - - i * I ' 1 I r . ' i - * " , i n i k - r n a I 1 1 * J S 

Farmei Jack/O&E Haystack Contest 
36251 Schoolcraft Road 
Livonia. Ml 48150 

One (1) Fi'St Prize of a S50 Farmer Jack Gift Card 

Throe (3) Runner Up Prizes of a S25 Farmer Jack Gift Card 

All entries will be in contention for the grand prize of a 

S500 SHOPPING SPREE AT FARMER JACK'" 

T H E 

( O l i s m i j r <L*f r on i r i c 
N E W S P A P E R S 

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 

t r V v 

J U U J H B ^ M ^ ^ r n W ^ m m A F u U w K I I S m m w l 
HAYSTACK oAME i 

WEEK 5 

Service 
Smile 
Parking Lot 
Ham 
Writers 
Cheese 
Canton 

Rochester 
Lottery 
Cereal 
Reading 
Articles 
Sports 
Meat 
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H K O E B C D E M Q W E A Y 
W L S R E T S E H C O R M O 

Here's my entry form for the FARMER JACK/O&E Haystack Contest. 

Name Phone: 

Address City. 

How do you get your O&E? (Check One) 
a Home Delivery a Vending Machine • Store J Share with a friend/neighbor • Mail subscription • Sample 

' . 


