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Win a$500 
Farmer Jack 

shopping spree 
See page B3 for details 

indulgences 
Jaclyn A. Novak of 

Canton, a Sienna. 
Heights University 
senior, wili present her 
drawings and paintings in 
an exhibit titled, 
"Indulgences." 

Her exhibit opens 
March 23 through March 
28 in Klemm Gallery in 
Studio Angelico, Adrian. 

In partial fulfil lment of 
her bachelor of fine arts 
degree, Novak's work 
explores the ideas of the 
fun and pleasure of being 
a woman, the ability to 
be seductive, glamorous 
and evocative. 

Her work is an expres-
sion of her personal sur-
roundings, experiences 
and indulgences in her 
everyday life as a 
woman. 

Novak, a 2000 gradu-
ate of Plymouth Salem 
High School, is the 
daughter of Robert and 
Lynnette Novak of 
Canton. She is scheduled 
to g r a d a t e frc:T Sien^ 
H e i g h t s un ivers i t y i n 
May. 

Animals in Art 
D&M Studios in cooper-

ation with Canton Leisure 
Services is taking reser-
vations for the 14th 
Annual Summer Art 
Camp. 

For the first time, the 
preschool and student 
camps will be offered at 
the Cherry Hill 
Schoolhouse at 
Cherry Hill and Ridge 
roads. 

Children will discover 
their creativity and 
potential using a 
variety of techniques and 
mediums, and learning 
the role animals play in 
art. % 

At the end of summer, 
an Open House 
Exhibition wili showcase 
each student's work. 

A10 percent discount 
is offered if registration 
and tuit ion is received no 
later than May 31. 

For more information, 
call D&M Studios at (734) 
453-3710. 

Curves 
Curves for Women, with 

facilities in Canton and 
Plymouth, are collecting 
non-perishable foods 
during March to give to 
St. Mary's Food Bank in 
Wayne and a Dearborn 
program called Help is on 
the Way. 

"Last year we collected 
over 8 ,000 pounds of 
food," said owner Kim 
Scarteiii. 

"It 's such a neat 
experience. It is so 
rewarding." 

You may drop non-per-
ishable foods at the 
Canton facility, 44248 
Cherry Hill, or in 
Plymouth at 44717 5 
Mife. 

A n c i e n t a n for 
is l a t e s t c r a z e 
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Healthy 
Cookbook 

makes 
healthy 
hearty. 
Taste, D1 
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Sheldon Place: Demolish or fix? 
Is it a dangerous hulk 

that should be demol-
ished? Or is it a building 
that can be repaired? 

Township officials have 
been asking those ques-
tions for a long t ime and 
hope some answers may 
be for thcoming next week. 

A dangerous building 
hear ing is scheduled for 2 
p.m. J u n e 23 to discuss 
Sheldon Place, the six-
story former senior hous-
ing center at Ford and 
Sheldon tha t was evacuat-
ed in August 2001 after 

leaks and cracks appeared 
in the then three-year-old, 
$4.4 million building. 

Now, three years later, 
the building is still empty 
and Public Safety Director 
John Santomauro said 
he's concerned about the 
safety of the building. 

"The bottom line is 
we're not in the engineer-
ing business or construc-
tion business," he said. 
"From a public safety 
standpoint is the building 
safe to be standing t h e 
way it is? The idea of hav-

ing a hearing officer was 
to have an independent 
look to see if the building 
is structurally sound to sit 
there." 

Fire Chief Mike 
Rorabacher has ordered 
his crews not to enter the 
building should there be a 
fire. He said he's afraid 
tha t water from fire hoses 
could cause floors to col-
lapse. 

A dangerous building 
hearing was held last year 
on the structure, which is 
owned by National 

Church Residences Inc. of 
Ohio. 

"The hearing officer 
rendered a decision which 
said basically fix the build-
ing and we'll revisit the 
site in a year," said 
Township Supervisor Tom 
Yack. 

Meanwhile NCR has 
filed a lawsuit in Ohio to 
determine where liability 
lies for the building's 
structural problems. 

"The hear ing officer, 

PLEASE SEE SHELDON, A5 

A dangerous building hearing is scheduled for next week to 
discuss the potential fate of the abandoned Sheldon Place 
senior housing on Sheldon, just south of Ford Road. 

From 
Alabama to 

Michigan 
New pastor brings 

contemporary worship 
to Grace Lutheran 

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKi 

STAFF WRITER 

In a nutshell, Kirk Miller felt suffocated. 
Growing u p in Dallas, he attended his 

family's Lutheran church. "It was about 
authority, conformity and perfection," said 
the pastor of Grace Lutheran Church on 
Warren in Canton. 

"I could identify more with the sinners 
than the saints," Miller said. 

That didn't totally daunt h im. He gradu-
ated f rom college with a political science 
degree. He wanted to be an attorney. But he 
got a job at an ad agency. 

"I went out into the world," he said. "It 
taught m e how to communicate in an effec-
tive way. I began to realize God was giving 
m e powerful tools to communicate. It fired 

Ford Road 
needs your 

PLEASE SEE PASTOR, A7 Pastor Kirk Miller of the Grace Lutheran Church works in his office 

One in and one out in June school board race 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

The longest-serving 
member on the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education 
has decided not to seek re-
election, while a second 
incumbent will aim for 
another four-year term in 
the June 14 school board 
election. 

Elizabeth Givens of 
Canton, who is completing 
her eighth year on the 
board, said she will not run 
again. 

With her children long 
graduated f rom Plymouth-
Canton Schools, Givens 
said it's t ime to move on 
after serving as a PTO pres-

ident in 1981; the president 
of the school council from 
1991-95; and on the Board 
of Education since 1996, 
including two years as pres-
ident. 

"I got involved because 
my kids were involved in 
the school," said Givens. "I 
love education. It's one area 
of community service that I 
could make a stronger con-
tribution than many other 
areas." 

Among her accomplish-
ments, Givens lists spear- , 
heading the labor-manage-
ment team; being par t of 
the high school renewal 
plan; and establishing the 
superintendent's evaluation 
to include major goals. 

Judy Mardigian of 
Plymouth Township, first 
appointed to the board in 
1998, said she doesn' t feel 
her work on the board is 
completed. 

"We've done a lot in the 
areas of s tudent achieve-
men t and focusing on class 
size, and as we move ahead 
we need experience more 
than ever," said Mardigian, 
who is the current board 
president. "I've been instru-
mental in getting the 
inequities of Proposal A on 
the state agenda; I've 
worked hard in overseeing 
the last two bond construc-
tion programs which 
brought three schools on 
t ime and under budget ; and 

I've tried to open communir 
cation between the board 
and the community." 

Thus far, Mardigian is the 
only person to pick up a 
petition to run for the 
school board. Deadline for 
filing is April 12 at 4 p.m. ; 

Candidates must have 4 0 
valid petition signatures 
f rom people registered to 
vote in the district. In lieu 
of petition signatures, can- ? 
didates can pay a $100 
nonrefundable filing fee. 

The last day to register to1 

vote in the school board i 
election is Monday, May 17. 

Questions concerning the 
election can be directed to ; 
Elizabeth Adams at (734) ; 
416-3095. 

m 

success 

Residents and businesses 
can help make Ford Road 
better. News, Page A7. 

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI 
STAFF WRITER 

Like the weather, congested Ford Road is 
often the target of many complaints. Unlike 
the weather, something can be done to 
improve the township's m a j o r retail corridor. 

"If anyone complains about anything in 
Canton, it's Ford 
Road? said.KathJeen 
Salla, Canton 
Downtown 
Development 
Authority coordina-
tor. 

From 7 - 9 pan . 
Thursday, March 25, 
residents*,business 
owners - anyone 
who may be inter-
eSfcd - Will have & 
chance to offer their 

complaints, their insights and their desires 
for Ford Road, also known as M-153, from 
Lotz to Napier. The stretch includes Canton's 
Downtown Development District. 

The wprkshop will be at Dodson 
Elementary School, 205 N. Beck Road in 
Canton. I t is the second in wha t is expected 
to be a series of opportuni t ies for public dis-
cussion about Ford, which is under the juris-
diction of the Michigan Depar tment of 
Transportat ion. T h e first workshop d rew 
minimal a t tendance. Salla is hoping fo r many 
more this t ime. . 

T h e s ta te agency is looking at t h e thor-
oughfare th rough a study conducted by con-
sultants, t h e Corradino Group. The goal of 
the s tudy is t o provide information and solu-
tion&that can alleviate congestion on Ford 
and tha t can eventually be incorporated into 
the township's master plan t o be used as 
redevelopment occurs. 

"We have this opportuni ty t o be heard by 
MDOT," Salla said; "The township can't do 
anything on its own about Ford. This is an 
opportuni ty to b e hea rd by people who can 
do something." 

For more information, contact Salla at 
(734) 394 -5185 o r Todd Zlincik wi th t h e 
Canton Public Works Division at (734) 
397-1011, ext. 102. 

MRS. FIELDS COOKIES 
Hiring for full and part time help. 

Must be able to work days, nights... 

f "Great Response! We hired 2 people ' 
; right away!" K., Livonia I 
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1 PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS TO WORK FOR YOU! I 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

When Kris and John 
Driessen's Quilt Bus comes 

f to town, it's a quilting bee 
on wheels. 

ill Washington Mutual T f i e / P O W Q T O f Y © S 
& H O M E L O A N S 

w 
We're your new neighbor... 17909 Haggerty Road • Northville • 248-374-4501 i 
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Dairy, one of two Bishon Frisees to visit Plymouth Christian Academy, gets a 
cookie from 6-year-old Jacqueline McGraw. 

Goiter P r e s e n t e d b y 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

ACHING TO GET STARTED? 
As baby boomers move physical therapy and pool exer-

toward their golden years, they cises. 
are increasingly experiencing The benefit of l iving longer 
aches and pains that may be comes along with the respon-
warning signs of impending sibility to make health adjust-
arthritis. Many are unaware of ments as we grow older. At 
their potential conditions, how- HANDS O N CENTER FOR 
ever. According to a recent sur- PHYSICAL THERAPY, we are 
vey by the Arthritis Foundation, happy to help you care for your-
67% of respondents were at risk self. We treat a wide variety of 
for arthritis, but 52% were not conditions to help maximally 
aware of it. What is more, 53% reduce symptoms, restore the 
were showing some symptoms body to its natural functions and 
of arthritis, yet many were not improve the activities of daily 
aware of their significance, life (ADL). We have successfully 
Osteoarthritis, or wear-and-tear treated many patients, including 
arthritis, starts to develop in those wi th chronic, diff icult 
people in their late 40s. At this probiems. Please call 455-8370 
point, people should start think- to set up an appointment, 
ing about bui lding their bones Located at 650 South Main 
and strengthening their muscles. Street in downtown Plymouth, 
If osteoarthritis does become a we offer easy access and easy 
problem, it can be helped with parking. 

PS It is estimated that by 2020, one in five Americans wili be affected by arthritis. is estimated that by 2020, c 

G O O D RATES ARE EVEN BETTER W H E N 
THEY C O M E FROM A G O O D N E I G H B O R . 
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ageni about Stale farm Bank* or visit staiefatns.com. 

Cindy Fletcher, ChFC 
9329 Haggerty Road 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

734-459-2023 
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Handler carves out a 
career with champions 

BYT0NYBRUSCAT0 
STAFF WRITER 

Nancy DeWitt's kindergarten class at 
Plymouth Christian Academy is learning the let-
ter " D a n d what bet ter way to teach it than 
with dogs. 

On Tuesday, Lorrie Carlton of Plymouth 
Tbwnship - who has shown 83 champion dogs 
in 30 years - brought two of her Bishon Frise 
AKC champions, Darcy and Butn, to demon-
strate what it takes to train care for dogs. 

As one might expect, Darcy and Butn received 
a lot of at tention and plenty of treats f rom their 
hosts. 

"I learned tha t you have to feed t h e m and take 
care of them," said Kaitlyn Eby, 5, of Canton," 
and let t hem outside and love them." 

Even after playing with the well-behaved and 
lovable pets, 5-year-old Erin Szews of South 
Lyon still wasn' t convinced a dog was a good fit 
for her family. 

"If I got one, t h e n m e and my brother would 
have to take care of it and give it ba ths everyday," 
she said. "And, my cats would be scared of it." 

Carlton, who has been showing dogs since she 
was 11 years old - when her parents owned Belle 
Creek Kennel in Livonia - said she loves watch-
ing her dogs interact with young children. 

"It was wonderful bringing them into a group 
of 5-year-olds, no t having been raised with chil-
dren, and having t h e m interact and jus t say 'love 
me,'" said Carlton. 

After selling t h e kennel in 1989 and opening 
Remrock Farms Veterinary Services in Salem 
Township with he r husband , Larry Letsche, 
Carlton still gets a round to various dog shows 
and is known throughout the country as one of 
the best. 

"I have the No. 1 Bishon Frise female in the 
country right now," she said. "At the 
Westminster show in New York, I w o n Best of 
Opposite Sex. And, two years ago, I was the Best, 
In Show winner at the Detroit Kennel Club 
show." 

In fact, Carlton will have six dogs in this 
weekend's two-day Detroit Kennel Club show at 
Cobo Center. , 

"It's very rewarding to take a dog and train it 
to do various things, and then have someone 
judge it to be the best," said Carlton. 

"Bishons can be a little tough at t imes. They 
require a lot of consistency, like children. But, as 
long as you do the things in the beginning the 
right way, t h e outcome is a well-behaved com-
panion dog." 

Darcy has already produced champions, and 
Butn is a certified therapy dog. 

"She c a n go i n t o h o s p i t a l s , n u r s i n g h o m e s 
a n d h o s p i c e s a n d b e h e l d b y anybody ," s a id 
C a r l t o n . 

Bishon trainer Lorrie Carlton gets a kiss from her dog 
Darcy during an appearance at Plymouth Christian 
Academy Tuesday. 

"They provide therapy for healing, as well as 
psychological benefits. To see the people light up 
when they see the dogs is very rewarding." 

Carlton owns four horses, four goats and a 
dozen cats to go along with her 3 0 Bishons, so 
it's no wonder she has to sell some of her dogs. 
But, they don't jus t go to anyone. 

"Anybody who buys a dog f rom m e has t o be 
interviewed," she said. 

"I want to make sure the buyers know about 
the breed, and know what kind of dog they're 
getting. 

"I want a dog tha t will fit your lifestyle, other-
wise it's a total mismatch," said Carlton. 

Carlton said knowing that her dogs are going 
to a good home makes it easier to sell t hem. 

"Those tha t I sell I know have it made," she 
said. "They'll be spoiled rotten." 

Carlton has three simple tips for those think-
ing about getting a purebred. 

"Go to a good breeder; one who is breeding to 
bet ter the breed," she said. 

"Second is training. There are some good 
books and classes so the dog will learn h o w to 
respond." 

Carlton said the thi rd is common sense, 
"Praise the dog for things he does well, and 

the things you don't want the dog to do, chastise 
t hem appropriately." 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 
(734) 459-2700 
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The Board of Directors & 

New Liberty Bank Management 
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@ THE LIBRARY s 

DID YOU KNOW? 

• You can find the most up-
to-date NY Times Best Sellers 
Lists for fiction and nonfiction 
on t h e library's Internet Branch 
every day at www.cantonpl.org? 

• T h e library is hosting a 
special Lunch and a Book pro-
gram at noon March 25 to dis-
cuss the novel Saul and Patsy 
by Charles Baxter, as par t of the 
2 0 0 4 "Everyone's Reading" 
Metro Bookc lub . 

• You can learn to make beau-
tifully crafted pine needle bas-
kets during a special program at 
the library at 7 p.m. April 1? 
Registration begins March 25 by 
calling 734-397-0999. 

• Women blink twice as 
much as men? 

WEB WATCH: 

Check out these new web 
sites 

www.kidsplanet.org 
www.youth04.org 
www.commonsensemedia.org 
www.orgamzedhome.com/clean 

NEW ADULT BOOKS 

• "I Had Brain Surgery, 
What 's Your Excuse?"- Suzy 
Becker (nonfiction) 

• "Self-Portrait with Turtles" 
- David M. Carroll (nonfiction) 

• "The Lucky Ones" - Rachel 
Cusk (fiction) 

• "Charming Grace" -
Deborah Smith (romance fic-
t ion) 

NEW CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

• "Sea Gift" - J o h n Ashby 
(fiction) 

• "Iqbal" - Francesco 
D'Adamo (fiction) 

• "Good Night, Sleep Tight" 
- Claire Freedman (picture 
book) 

• "Finding My Hat" - John 
Son (picture book) 

TEEN BOOKS 

• "Colibri" - Ann Cameron 
(fiction) 

• "The Wish List" - Eoin 
Colfer (fiction) 

NEW AUDIO BOOKS 

• "Emma's Secret" - Barbara 
Taylor Bradford (fiction, cas-
sette) 

H "The Cat Who Talked 
Turkey" - Lillian Jackson 
Braun (fiction, cassette and 
CD) 

• "The Distant Echo" - Val 
McDermid (fiction, CD) 

NEW CD-ROMS 

• "Emergency Room Code 
Red" 

• "Moop & Dreadly in the 
Treasure on Bing Bong Island" 
(Ages 5+) 

NEW CDS 

• "Only You" - Harry 
Connick, Jr. 

• "Lucky" - Melissa 
Etheridge 

• "One Moment More" -
Mindy Smith 

NEW VIDEOS AND DVDS 

• "American Splendor" 
(video and DVD) 

• "Jasper, Texas" (video and 
DVD) 

HOT TOPIC OF THE WEEK 

March is National Nutr i t ion Month, and 
the l ibrary has several new resources 
to help you with your diet and fitness 
routine. Visit our special multimedia 
collections on "Eating Weil" and 
"Fitness & Exercise" 
(www.cantonpl.org/specialc) for a 
weal th of up-to-date books, videos, 
websites and other information to heip 
you slim down and stay fit. Or check 
out one of the library's new Pilates & 
Yoga DVDs, including popular titles like 
Crunch: Fat Burning Pilates, Pilates for 
Beginners and Yoga Buns: 30 Minutes 
to a Toned, Firmed and Tightened 
Lower Body. 

Core Aeration 
for Your Lawn! & 

PLUS 

We go over your lawn twice 
f o r I l o w p r i c e ! 

reasonable rates • reliable service 
14 Years in Business 

Over 3,000 Customers Served 

Coll Today! 

734-676-9455 
• OBOaiB2BBB 

mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.cantonpl.org
http://www.kidsplanet.org
http://www.youth04.org
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://www.orgamzedhome.com/clean
http://www.cantonpl.org/specialc


Todayfs 
Lesson T h e P o I i t i c s o f E d u c a t i o n 

www.hometownlife.com Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, March 18,2004 <*> 

School boards still have central role 
BY GREG KOWALSKI 

STAFF WRITER 

It started with farmers and 
shopkeepers. 

Early in the 19th century it 
was recognized that education 
was important to the mostly 
rural communities across the 
nation. But with no formal 
educational system in place, 
citizens banded together to 
establish their own schools. 

They pooled resources, hired 
teachers and even built build-
ings. 

And they oversaw the opera-
tions. 

Such was the beginning of 
the public school system in 
America, which actually origi-
nated in Marshall, Mich. 

Marshall residents the Rev. 
John D. Pierce and attorney 
Issac E. Crary innovated the 
public school system, which 
was later adopted by the state 
and served as the model for 
the nation. 

It was the people like Pierce 
and Crary who oversaw the 
schools and formed the first 
school boards. 

That was then. This is now. 
Proposal A and programs like 
the federal No Child Left 
Behind have wrested much of 
the control of school districts 
away f rom the school boards. 

So are they even relevant 
anymore? 

"More than ever," said Tony 
Derezinski, director of govern-
ment relations for the 
Michigan Association of 
School Boards, a nonprofit 
associations of school boards 
around the state. 

"They are far from obsolete," 
Derezinski said. In fact, "the 
movement is toward more 
community-oriented schools." 

That translates into people 
having more direct input to 
their schools through the 
school boards. 

LOCAL ROLE 

Even though the boards 
have lost some power now that 
the state has assumed more 
control over funding through 
Proposal A, the school boards 
still have to administer the 
funds. 

"There are still a lot of cate-
gorical funds, particularly for 
infrastructure," Derezinski 
said. 

Indeed, the emphasis of 
many school districts in recent 
years has shifted to infrastruc-
ture - one of the areas that 
districts still can turn to for 
local support through bonds. 

Bloomfield Hills schools is 
proposing a $135 million bond 
to combine its two high 
schools on one campus. Last 
year, the Birmingham schools 
got voters to approve two of 
three bond proposals amount-
ing to $134 million to renovate 
its facilities. 

And Walled Lake voters 
approved a $69 million bond 
in 2000 to construct WL 
Northern High School. 

But as district residents con-
tinue to support their local 
schools, the pressure mounts 
for the schools to cut costs and 
economize. 

Even at the expense of their 
own existence. 

"There have been instances 
of consolidations of districts," 
Derezinski said, such as in the 
Traverse City area. "In fact 
there is a mechanism in the 
school code where districts get 
a bonus for combining with 
other districts." 

CREATIVE APPROACHES 

There are 555 school dis-
tricts in Michigan. Some, like 
Bear Lake just south of 
Traverse City, have only a few 
hundred students. To maxi-
mize resources, Bear Lake 
formed a consortium with 
neighboring Kaleva Norman 
Dickson District, creating an 
educational cooperative 
encompassing about i , 300 
students and with an overall 
budget of $12 million. 

Each district remains inde-
pendent with its own school 
board, but there is only one 
superintendent. 

"It's not a consolidation," 
said Supt. Greg Webster, who 
maintains two separate offices 
in buildings in both districts. 

The two schools boards 
came together a few years ago 
to form the cooperative, offi-
cially known as the Manistee 
County School Cooperative. It 
provides business services for 
the district to maximize effi-
ciency. An office staff of six 
handles the business affairs for 
the districts as well as two 
academies. 

"It's worked very, very well," 
Webster said, even though he 
now has to answer to two 
bosses. "We can do all business 
services relatively easily" 

The school boards remain 
central to the process. But to 
make the system work, they 
have to cooperate and have 
done so. "They are in tune to 
the fact that they have done 
something creative," Webster 
said. 

That has relieved some of 
the financial pressure. The dis-
tricts still could be on better 
financial footing, "but we're 
not in trouble," Webster said. 

Pianos From Henry Ford Community College 
& Livonia Music Teachers Achievement Testing 

d 

This Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Grands, Baby Grands, Professional Uprights, 
Consoles, Digitals and more including pianos used at Henry Ford Community College 
and the recent Livonia Music Teachers Student Achievement Testing will be sold at 
substantial savings. This sale will include Boston, Essex, Kohler & Campbell, Grinnell 
and a limited number of slightly used Steinway pianos. Most pianos look brand new 
and come with full warranties. For information call: 800-972-5353. 

AT HAMMELL MUSIC • 15630 Middlebelt Road, Livonia 

FRIDAY, MARCH 19™ • 10AM-5 PM 
SATURDAY, MARCH 20™ • 10AM-5PM 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

To Make Your Appointment, 

Call: (800) 972>5353 
Sale conducted at: 

HAMMELL MUSIC COMPANY 
15630 Middlebelt Road - Livonia 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
SUNDAY, MARCH 21 s t • NOON-5PM 

• Special Low-Interest Financing 
• Major Credit Cards Welcome 

Delivery Available 

Michigan's Exclusive ̂ Dealer for: 

STEINWAY • BOSTOk • ESSEX 

GRINNELL • KOHLER & CAMPBELL 

A 
• M B Proudly Presents: 

The First Annual 
WOMEN'S WELLNESS WEEKEND 

March 26,27 & 28 
Fri. 6-9; Sat 9:30-5 & Sun, 11-

FEATURING: I 
Healing Touch, Reiki, Aromatherapy, Pilates, 

Tai Chi, Self-Defense, Step-Aerobics & 
Much, Much More! 

fomen's Wellness Weekend Special Guest: 
Ms. Claudia Ogden, R.N. 
Integrated Medicine, U of M Hospital 

srtified: Holistic Nurse, Heaiing Touch Practitioner, 
- Aromatherapy Practitioner & Instructor 

* Msl Ogden will teach a VA hour seminar on: WOMEN & STRES 

Guardian Martial Arts & Fitness 
30942 Ford Road • Garden City • (734) 266-0565 

• LUNCH • ARBONNE SKIN CARE • JEWELRY • BIO-FEEDBACK • FRIENDSHIP • DENTAL HEALTH • NATURAL 
HOME CARE PRODUCTS • PAMPERED CHEF • PHOTOGRAPHY • REAL ESTATE SERVICES • ACUPUNCTURE 

Institute helps new board members 
understand complexities of position 

The first year of service can 
be a shock to newly elected 
school board members, 
according to those who serve. 
More than 150 school board 
trustees, public school admin-
istrators and elected officials 
met March 10 to discuss the 
unique demands of public 
service. More than 60 percent 
of districts in the tri-county 
area were represented at the 
meeting. 

The gathering was hosted 
by the newly formed Institute 
for Local Governments, 
formed by the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn, which 
will begin offering programs 
this summer for new school 
board members, in order to 
bring them up to speed on 
such issues as finance, school 
law, policy setting and the 
nature of public service. 

"Most board members come 
to the board with that passion 
for education and then discov-
eV it's a business," Said 
Kathleen Booher; executive 
director of the Tri-County 
Alliance for Public Education, 
and former superintendent of 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools. "There aire a lot of 
rules they have to learn about 
what you can do [and what you 
can't do." ; 

Booher, along jwith such 
education and pblicy experts 
as Justin King, executive 
director of the Michigan 
Association of School Boards, 
attorney Amancja Van Dusen 
of Miller, Canfield, Paddock & 
Stone, and Earl Ryan, presi-
dent of the Citizens Research 
Council, discussed the dispari-
ties between what newly elect-
ed trustees believe about serv-
ice, and the often harsh reali-
ties they face once elected. 

More than 90 percent of 
their time is spent discussing 
finance issues, leaving little 
time for focusing on educa-
tion, according to Van Dusen. 

" T h a t c a n b e s u r p r i s i n g , " 
s h e sa id . 

JSp< 

DONALD J. A U E Y •. 

The Institute for Local Government's meeting at the University of Michigan 
Dearborn drew a large turnout. 

Service on the school board 
requires some training, 
according to Kathleen Adler-
Hadden, Redford Union 
school board trustee, who was 
elected two years ago 

"Like most jobs you have to 
have training for it before you 
go. You can't just go be a brain 
surgeon one day, not that this 
is brain surgery, but it's still 
complicated," she said. 

A crash-course in public 
service would have been help-
ful during her first year, she 
added. 

Having them close to home 
would have been even more 
helpful. The MASB offers 
courses now, but they're locat-
ed in cities throughout the 
state, such as Traverse City 
and Frankenmuth, Adler-
Hadden said. 

Because there are members 
from all over the state, often 
the unique issues of metropol-
itan area schools are not 
addressed. 

"We had a class on safety, 
and preparing for hostage sit-
uations and that sort of thing. 
Much of the information was 
geared toward communities 
that may not have their own 
p o l i c e f o r c e , a n d h a v e t o r e l y 
o n s t a t e p o l i c e o r t h e s h e r i f f ' s 

department," she said. "We 
already had a plan in place for _ 
years, so that information 
wasn't really helpful to me." » 

The Redford Union school * 
board will have two terms ° 
expiring this year, Adler- * 
Hadden said. I 

Barbara White, 16-year ; 
trustee on Garden City 
Schools' Board of Education, 
said even though it's not a bad 
idea to educate new board 
members, some board mem-
bers already help bring along ; 
their new colleagues. ; 

"They made some assump-
tion that board members 
weren't doing their job. I • 
think Garden Ci1y does a ; 
super job of helping and 
teaching their new members," ? 
White said. * 

White was also uncomfort- * 
able with the idea of requiring^ 
new trustees to attend meet- ' 
ings - the first being just two 
weeks after election. "I don't 
know if other board members • 
have the right to tack that on 
as a condition to service," ; 
White said. 

Garden City will have two •• 
vacant seats on the board of 
education this year. White has 
a n n o u n c e d s h e wi l l n o t r u n 
for re-election. 

/ / want FREE. No fees. 

Totally Free // 

wtm I 

Freedom 
Totally Free Checking 

• FREE Internet Banking and Biil Payment 
• No minimum balance 
• No monthly fees 
• Unlimited Fifth Third Jeanie® ATM usage 

> 0 iSST ^ 

' ' F i f t h T h i r d C h ' H k i n y f f 

has the freedom I want. 
CALL 1-877-579-5353 | WALK-IN Over 950 Locations 

VISIT www.53.com 

New Banking Centers N o w Open! 
Warren, Wesl Bloomfield, Dearborn, 

Royal Oak and Farminglon Hills. 

Fifth Third Bank 
W o r k i n g H a r d To B e T h e O n l y B a n k You'l l E v e r N e e d ? 

Accounts closed within 180 days of account opening will be charged $25. Returned check fees or overdraft fees apply to all .checking 
accounts. Offer subject to change. Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are registered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp, Member FDlC. 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.53.com
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Roundup aims 
* tS etS3 ' 

to 'lasso' 
class of 2017 

Do you know a member of 
the class of 2017? 

If you have or know a student 
who will be in kindergarten 
next year, then you do. All 17 
elementary schools in the 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools will host a 
Kindergarten Roundup for par-
ents and children at 9 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 30. 

Parents will have the oppor-
tunity to tour the school, meet 
the principal and kindergarten 
teachers, discuss the curricu-
lum and review registration 
materials. 

Incoming kindergarten stu-
dents will get the chance to 
visit the kindergarten rooms, 
make a craft and meet the 
teachers. They also will receive 
a school T-shirt and a backpack 
full of school supplies. Some 
schools also will offer bus tours 
to give kindergartners an idea 
of what their bus ride will be 
like. 

Parents unable to make the 
roundup during the day can 
register their child 6-7 p.m. 
that evening at their school. 

For more information or to 
see which school your child will 
attend, please call (734) 419-
2096. 

FOR THE RECORD Business women will host Athena Award 
DEATHS 

B 
Mary E. Burrell, 78, died March 10. 

C 
Robert G. Chapman, 81, died March 
10. 

H 
Billy Ray Hammac, 62, of Howell, 
died March 4. 

R 
Albert F. Remington, 87, died March 
12. 
Raymond Rowe, 74, died 
March 11. 
Ruth Limauro, 78, formerly of 
Birmingham, died March 10. 

s 
Junior Charles 'Chuck" Schingeck, 
80, of Plymouth, died March 11. 

The well-known Athena 
Award that used to be present-
ed by the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce will this year be 
presented by the Canton 
Business and Professional 
Women's Association. 

The aware will be presented 

at noon, Wednesday, May 19 at 
Carraba's, Only 142 luncheon 
tickets are available. 

The BPW is seeking nomina-
tion^ for the award, which may 
be given to a male or female 
business owner or professional. 
All nominations must be 

received by March 26. 
The BPW will use the pro-

ceeds for it scholarship fund. 
For tickets, contact, Clarice 

Killian at (734) 394-2572, Jody 
LaBoda, (734) 981-2144 or 
Phyllis Werth at (734) 394-
1025. 

For t h e R e c o r d c z * i m \ 
edition of the Observer & Eccentric 
Pie h/spdf)ers% 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's At Home 
section in Passages on page, C7. 

Edward Crawford Watkins, 84, of 
Birmingham, died Feb. 7. 

Cops battle Lions in 
charity hoop match 

Plymouth police officers will 
battle the Detroit Lions in a 
basketball game fund-raiser at 
Central Middle School. 

Jennifer Dergis, president of 
the Plymouth Police Officers 
Association, said money raised 
at the game will be used to pur-
chase equipment for the 
department, such as night 
vision goggles and equipment 
for the bicycle patrol. 

The game is scheduled for 

Thursday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Central Middle School 
gym, 650 W. Church St. in 
Plymouth. 

Tickets are $20 each; $35 
per couple; and $60 for a fami-
ly pass to admit up to six peo-
ple. Tickets can be purchased 
in advance by calling a special 
hotline: (734)453-7476. 

The Detroit -Lions who par-
ticipate will sign autographs at 
half-time. ) 

Hawaii Month Savings! 
AAA World Card members 

can save $50~$100 on 
Hawaii packages! 

(restrictions apply) 

Oahu 7nt. package incl. 
roundtrip airfare from Detroit 

and accommodations at 
Sheraton Princess Kaiulani 

from $1,051* 

If you've been dreaming of a Hawaiian vacation, now's the best time to 
make your dream come true, and A A A Travel is the place to start! Wi th so 

many options, you'll want to work with a professional, 
who knows Hawaii and can help you choose the vaca-

n—s tion that's best for you. Call today for a personal 

WorldVacations. appointment. . .and say Abha to exclusive savings! 

* Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for select June-August, 2 0 0 4 travel 

dates. Rate subject to change based o n availabil i ty. A d d i t i o n a l taxes/fees, blackout 

dates a n d other restr ict ions m a y apply . £-7Yavel 

AAA Travel/Canton 
2017 N. Canton Center Rd. 
734-844-0146 

Open Weekdays 
8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

P 0 ^ 0 c 0 8 1 9 1 006 

2004 ATHENA AWARD 
NOMINATION FORM 

Qualifications fcrnoriMta the 2004 ATHENA Award Recipient are: 

* Dismay expiteiice Irt Jsusfriess^r a ^ofesston 

* the «ffidMGy a* Mam or profession 
* C o f f l m t o s t a b i l i t y and improvem^tofthecaiimuf«y 

Please complete the following Information about the person you wish to nominate: 

Name: 
Company Name: 

Address: 
Business Telephone: 

Give a brief explanation fo why you feel this person Is qualified to be the 2004 ATHENA Award 

Please describe how this Individual has supported other professional women: 

Please site examples of how this individual exhibits initiative and creativity to enhance efficiency in 

their business/profession: 

Please describe how this Individual has ©ontri&uied to the stability and improvement of the Canton 

community: — ............ : • 

May our 

Name: _ 

Yes 

Daytime Telephone:, 

No. 

Please fax o r mail this form by 

March 26, 2004 
Business Professional Women's Organization 

of Canton 
41164 Northwind Dr. 

Canton, Ml 48188-1313 
Fax:(734)981-4570 

w w w . a o a . c o m Travel With Someone You Trust/' 

Thi.) Ltuterconie celebrate 

the resurrection of our Sctz'ior 

iind the birth of <f brunt) new church. 

Harvest Bible Church 
invites you lo join us 

Easter Sunday, April 11 «ii 10:30 am 
at the Elks Lodge in Plvmouth 

41700 Ann Arbor Rd. last, Plymouth 

C o m e e x p l o r e a s e r \ i c c «vhere t h e f t l b l o i1* p a i s i o r w l e K , v e l 

c o m p a s s i o n a t e l y p l e a c h e d a n d 

e v e r y d a y Ufe~ G f r m e see t h a t Easter ft 

l i f e ! .D iscover , o n Easter Sunday , ho\ 

h o p e f o r t o d a y a n d t o m o r r o w . 

Not just another Church! 
Be prepared to hear the whole 

truth delivered with great 
conviction and compassion. 

Get readv to exprni 'me Cod in a 
fresh, new iv.iv. Worship services 
arc (ontemporary and relevant, 

seeking to lift high 
(he name of Jesus Christ 

Professional, well-staffed nursery 
<md children's ministries 

vour kids wi l l love! 

allv a p p l i e d l o \ o u r 

i f r u h m e a n i n g f o r y o u r 

h in C h r i s t can g i ve \ o u 

sav ing a seat f o r y o u ! 

NOW OPEN! 

QUICK OIL CHANGE® 
Victory Lane- Where Great Service e3 Customer Satisfaction u a Sure Thing! 

v; i::.'.v.1 JIT.1.1 vir.v .V.'V.'V.1 v.-, v. •/. y 

PLYMOUTH CANTON 
903 Ann Arbor Road 5794 N. Canton Cente 

734) 4 5 5 - 9 4 3 0 (734) 4 5 5 - 5 5 4 6 
Drive Thru SerWcef Mo Appointment Necessary/ 

Mon-Frt 8 - T Sat 8-5 _ Sun 1 1 -

~rfre Rotations $ 1 3 . 9 9 " 

FREE CAR WASHi* 
CANTON LOCATION ONLY *5efecf locations 

OIL CHANGE 
$ 0 ^ 9 9 

HARVEST 

Dan&]uBeMcGhee 
McChee Madeli 

Ajin Arbor Rd. 

Three wards sum up how I feet 
about my MBA at 
It s worth it 

RADIATOR 
FLUSH 

$500 OFF 
REG. $49.99 * Tax Expires April 15, 20©4 .. 

• OH Change with Premium Oil • New Oil Filter • Lube Chassis 
ieck & Fill 5 Fluids*Check ft Adjust Tire Pressure •Additional Services Available 

I 

I 

I 
i * j 

&y 

determine the degree. 
• Master of Business Administration 
• Master of Science in Industrial Operations 

Weekend Graduate Programs in Plymouth 

At tend our OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, March 2 5 , 2 0 0 4 • 4:30-7:00 p.m. 

Plymouth Executive Education Center 
Michigan Manufacturing Technology Center 

47911 Halyard, Plymouth 
P D F O 6 O 8 1 9 0 3 9 a 

Bible Church 
Elks Lodge • Plymouth, Michigan • 7M-4VI -T95 

" ' w f v i e the Wmf l of Gofl fo jui,i votiutel}) p r r i i tb r f t n'l lbowl afjolof^j 

.Mid people ate loved HMCouiHiJWuiffj?." 

\ \ ] U L A » College of Management 

VI > K , jC* 21000 West Ten Mile Rond 

T E C H N O L O G I C A L < , SoutWialrf. Ml 4550/5-1058 
U N I V E R S I T Y 883/1 M.663?, exl. 1151 

plyrnoi i l lK.Wi j w i n 

Your Future in I he Making www. i t i r .edu 

Explore over 50 undergraduate, master's, and doctoral programs in 
Colleges of Architecture and Design, Arts and Sciences, Engineering, 
and Management offered at Lawrence Tech's Southlleld campus. 

http://www.aoa.com
http://www.itir.edu
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FROM PAGE A1 

NCR, maybe others are waiting 
for that court decision," Yack 
said. 

COMEDY OF ERRORS 

The history of the building, 
which was built by DeMaria 
Construction Company, reads 
like a dark comedy of errors. 

"You had a building that was 
bid that was quite different 
from the building that was 
built," Yack said. "The original 
building that was bid came in a 
couple of million dollars over 
budget. So NCR went back to 
skinny the building. In dofng 
so some things happened along 
the way that affected the 
integrity of the building." 

First the architect who had 
designed the building died and 
his son took over. Then, while 
original plans were to air con-
dition the entire building, cost-
cutting prompted a decision to 
put in "through the wall" units 
instead. 

"But they never told the 
structural engineer," said Yack. 
"They really weakened the ver-
tical area because the windows 
were there as well. If you look 
at the cracking of the building 
it follows those window units 
and windows." 

Since the building was an all 
masonry building, support 
rods were supposed to have 
been run through the various 
courses of brick. But when the 
building was later X-rayed, 
according to Yack, the rods 
weren't found. It was later dis-
covered that they had been put 
in the wrong places. 

Also, he said, the flashings, 
which are supposed to direct 
water that comes through the 
exterior of the building to a 
stormwater sewer, were 
installed wrong. That led to 
water seeping between the 
walls which led to mold. 

HOW DID IT HAPPEN? 

So how did all this get past 
the township's building inspec-
tors? That's what Yack wanted 
to know. 

"I was not happy," he said. 
"I'm a lay person. How the 
h e c k d i d a b u i l d i n g ge t b u i l t in 
C a n t o n w h e n w e h a v e a b u i l d -
ing department and it's got all 
these problems? The answer 
I've been told is that under the 
old building code, which has 
been changed, the responsibili-
ty for testing things like grout 
and mortar was required of the 
owner of the building. 

"It was right in the building 
permit that they hire a compa-

^ T H I N K I N r T ^ 

FRE 

(734) 
Our 

UNITED 
8919 MIDDC 

30 
ar! 
ATURE 

» LIVONIA 
OE08191S? 1 ^ 

Buy life 
insurance and 
save on your 
home and car. 

hen you buy 
your life 
insurance 

from us through x -
Auto-Owners f t f e 
Insurance, 
you'll 
receive 
special 
discounts 
on your home 
and car 
insurance. Well save 
you money. As an 
independent Auto-
Owners agent, we take 
great interest in you -
as well as your home 
and car. Stop in our 
agency and ask us 
about it today! 

vlkrib-ftpww Jbtturttnem 
Uto Home Car Business 

C.L. F i n l a n & Son Inc. 
481 S. MAIN STREET 

PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 48170 
734.453.6OOO 

ny. They did hire a 
company but the only part 
of the building that they 
actually looked at was the ele-
vator shaft. Obviously they're 
weren't contracted to do any 
more." 

Yack said he asked John 
Weyer, Canton's building offi-
cial, why didn't the township 
know that the owners had not 
hired an inspection company. 

"John said it wasn't a 
requirement of the code," Yack 
said. "Now it is." 

Yack also said a township 
inspector did find the flashing 
problem and brought it to the 
attention of the building 
department. 

"They got a detail from the 

architect on correcting the 
flashing, but apparently it was-
n't done properly," he said. "If 
we knew there was a problem 
with the flashing, why didn't 
we watch to make sure it was 
done right?" 

About a year ago, NCR hired 
the firm of Simpson, Gumpertz 
and Heger Inc. to inspect the 
building. 

Among other things, the 
report noted that the through 
wall heating/cooling units were 
not installed properly, control 
joints were improperly con-
structed and there was defi-
cient mortar joint construc-
tion. 

The report also stated that 
the masonry does not have the 

necessary strength as required 
by code, vertical reinforcement 
was not installed properly or 
was missing, plank flbor con-
nections to the outside load-
bearing walls were not 
installed properly an£ the 
grouting of concrete -masonry 
units (CMUs) was not consis-
tent to the specifications. 

The report concluded: 
"Because of the CMU wall 

design and construction defi-
ciencies, the existing building 
is unsafe for general occupan-
cy. The building should remain 
unoccupied until th£ CMU 
walls are repaired. The supple-
mental shoring should remain 
until the CMU walls are 
repaired." 

IN WESTLANP * OPEN INC IN MAY! 

Collectibles, Crafts, JWnpes, New Merchandise 

250 DEALERS WANTED1 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW! 
Open Every Weekend £g / / 
fpl. - 4 pm to 9 pm n / | Q J I Q Q R E f i f i 

Sat.. • Sun. 10 am to 6 pm C I O ' I U U ' U U D Q 

Find your favorite 
recipes each 

Thursday in Taste 

REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES 
children's nutf i 

VIEW THE LATEST STYLES 
FOR SPRING AND EASTER. 

FEND OUT HOW YOUR CHILD 
CAN BE A MODEL IN OUR 
SPECIAL FASHION SHOW. 

RECEIVE A FREE* BARBIE 
BEAR GIFT WITH ANY BARBIE 
APPAREL OR ACCESSORY PURCHASE 
OF 25 00 OR MORE 

^ Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1 -800 -424 -8185 . MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 A M TO 7:00 P M EST. 
American Express not accepted with phone orders. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hiils (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat . 10-9. 

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OP ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON 
STREET^ AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 

http://www.hometowitltfe.com
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Foundation 
raises money 
for Maybury 
restoration 

Condos for seniors get a green light 

BY J U L I E B R O W N 

STAFF WRITER 

Shar i Peters has no t rouble 
r emember ing the day: Feb. 12, 
2 0 0 3 . 

Peters is pres ident and exec-
utive director of the Northvil le 
Communi ty Foundat ion, 
which is spearheading efforts 
to rebuild Maybury Farm fol-
lowing a devastat ing fire on 
tha t da te in which a n u m b e r 
of animals died. 

Organizers have set a $ 3 
million fund-ra is ing goal, wi th 
suppor t coming not only f r o m 
Plymouth, Northville and 
Canton, b u t also communi t ies 
such as Ann Arbor, West 
Bloomfield, Livonia, Redford , 
Farmington, Farmington 
Hills, Novi, Brighton and o th -
ers. 

"I've been shocked f r o m day 
one," Peters said of t h e sup-
port . "The outcry has been 
impressive." 

She spoke Tuesday to 
Plymouth A.M. Rotary Club 
members and guests. Peters 
said the state Depar tmen t of 
Natura l Resources had con-
tacted the founda t ion about 
taking over t h e fa rm before 
the fire. 

The founda t ion took over in 
November 2003 , and is now 
working wi th engineers, a rchi -
tects and surveyors to res tore 
the site. A number of profes-
sionals are donat ing the i r 
services, she said, mak ing t h e 
project feasible. 

Barns have been dona ted by 
the city of Novi and Toll 
Brothers, and will be moved to 
t h e site off Eight Mile in 
Northvil le Township. "We're 
trying t o preserve as m u c h as 
we can," Peters said. "We're 
looking for silos." 

She added tha t suppor t has 
come f r o m out of state, as 
people have read about the 
t ragedy on t h e Internet . 

The founda t ion is holding a 
"Buy a Board" fund-ra is ing 
effort, with a $250 donat ion 
placing your name or that of a 
loved one on a tanu boun.'. 
Donat ions qualify for a 50 
percent state tax credit, and 
organizers hope to get 4 , 0 0 0 
board donat ions . 

For in format ion on dona t -
ing, call (248) 3 7 4 - 0 2 0 0 or 
wri te to the Northvil le 
Communi ty Foundat ion at 321 
N. Center, Suite 130, 
Northville 48167. The fax is 
(248) 374-0403 . 

Organizers recently h i red 
Maybury's fo rmer farmer , she 
said, and are working wi th 
local educators to provide 
learning opportuni t ies for 
k indergar ten th rough college 
s tudents . Hopes are to have 
t h e f a r m open in a year. 

Peters told of a Garden City 
grade school group tha t raised 
$790, and how she told t h e m 
they were helping to provide 
animals for t h e fa rm. The 
horses, the only animals no t 
killed, will be back at the 
fa rm. 

"It t ruly is a team experi-
ence," Peters said. 

Chris Belcher, a commit tee 
member f r o m Plymouth 
Township, is pleased wi th t h e 
project . "It's going well so far," 
said Belcher, who organizes 
events for t h e fund-ra is ing 
effort. 

Belcher said it's f u n to see 
how many people know abou t 
the fa rm. "So they're excited to 
see it rebuilding." 

He and his family, inc luding 
kids in first and eighth grade, 
moved here about t h e t ime of 
the fire so hadn ' t visited 
Maybury. They'll look fo rward 
to the farm's reopening. 

"It's nice to see a lot of t h e 
communi t ies gett ing involved 
in this project," Belcher said. 

j b r o w n d o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

(248) 901-2565 

Canton seniors who want a 
quiet communi ty to call their 
own will get their chance 
somet ime in the next few 
months . 

The Board of Trustees on 
Tuesday gave final approval to 
the Villas of Maple Creek, a 
52-unit condominium devel-
opment for seniors at the 
nor theast corner of Beck and 
Geddes roads. 

Plan your 
weekend each 

Thursday 
with Filter 

The 20-acre site will house 
13 buildings with four units 
each. All are ranch-style homes 
with two-car garages. The 
units will range f rom 1,600 to 
2,100 square feet. 

Supervisor Tom Yack told 
the board there will be no 
clubhouse, no health care or 
personal services. 

The project, which is for res-
idents age 55 or older, is the 
first of its kind for Canton. 

When it first came before the 
planning commission several 
months ago, commissioners 
questioned whether limiting 
residency by age was discrimi-
natory. 

Project sponsor Mike Parks 
of Cypress Partners said feder-
al regulations allow for such 
communities although a small 
percent could be set aside for 
residents under 55. 

As a par t of the project the 

developer has agreed to make a 
contribution toward intersec-
tion improvements at Geddes 
and Beck. 

The board also approved 
another project which had cre-
ated some controversy in the 
past. 

They OK'd plans for a small 
retail center on a 1-acre site 
north of Cherry Hill between 
Canton Center and Beck roads. 
It first came before the plan-

ning commission in May 2003. 
The site is jus t east of 

Savannah Pointe subdivision. 
Residents there were con-
cerned about the buffering 
between their homes and the 
retail center. Planning staff 
and the developer worked 
together to come up with a 
landscaping p lan to provide 
buffering. 

The project was approved 
unanimously. 

We 
the most solid oak 
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one even comes close), if 
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PASTOR 
FROM PAGE A1 

Pastor Kirk Miller of the Grace Lutheran 
Church demonstrates his high tech audio 
visual system, complete with 15 remote con-
trols. 

me up to take the tools and commu-
nicate God's love." 

Miller also worked on a church staff 
for about five years. The church went 
through an ugly split. "I saw what one 
bad pastor could do to a church," 
Miller said. But he also learned how 
he could be an instrument for draw-
ing people together. "A church is a 
spiritual family." 

His nejct stop was the Seminary of 
St. Louis, where he spent four years, 
followed by graduate work in 
Minnesota. He took his first parish in 
southeast Alabama, where he stayed 
for 10 years. 

"In Alabama as a Lutheran, you 
could drop a nuclear device and kill 
all of the two Lutherans," he said, 
adding that the religious majority in 
Alabama are southern Baptists and 
Pentecostals. 

Miller learned not to be tripped up 

by denominational boundaries. "To 
God, there are no denominations," he 
said. "The question is, 'What do yoii 
need versus what's your label?'" 

A good experience is what Miller 
had in Alabama. Then he got a call. 
Was he willing to be interviewed for a 
job in Canton? He was thinking about 
it when he and his family — wife 
Tina, a physical therapist, and daugh-
ter Bethany — headed for a bible 
study vacation. He encountered a 
man there who gave him one sign 
after another, including a compass, 
which by the way, always points due 
north; 

It was a sign. He called the Grace 
Lutheran Church in Canton and the 
rest in history. 

It wasn't easy giving up the Atlantic 
Ocean and Alabama's warm weather, 
but Miller and his family are nestling 
into the Midwest and to Grace 
Lutheran. When he — the church's 
first pastor — arrived in late 2002, 
the church had about 40 members. 
Today, that number has tripled. The 
budget has doubled and the church 
now has a youth director. One step at 

a Jime. 
Miller has also introduced the high-

tech, contemporary world into the 
church, which is also now advertising. 

"Our target market is 28 to 42 years 
old. Sixty-one percent of the popula-
tion near here falls into that. And 
they have three times the national 
average for education. They expect 
quality," Miller said. 

Quality is Miller's mission: "The 
traditional focuses on reverence. Ours 
is celebration. This is a marriage of 
emotion and faith for a spiritual expe-
rience. Ours is a new audience. They 
don't care much about doctrine." 

Ministers, Miller said, do large 
events. But he finds his greatest 
strength in helping individuals. "For 
most people, it's about being one to 
one," he said. "People need to talk. I'm 
a good listener." 

As Lutheran churches go in 
Michigan, Grace Lutheran may not 
totally fit in'. But that's OK with the 
members and Miller. 

"Our church is outside the box," he 
said. "People have said they don't feel 
they need to follow the crowd." 

Study will shed light on Ford 
Road traffic and access woes 

BY JOANNE MAUSZEWSK1 
STAFF WRITER 

Residents and business own-
ers are urged to participate in a 
public discussion 7-9 p.m. 
Thursday, March 25 on the 
congestion of Ford Road and 
ways to improve access to busi-
nesses along the retail corridor. 

"What would you like to see 
on this important road in your 
community?" asked Kathleen 
Salla, Canton Downtown 
Development Authority coor-
dinator. 

Participants' opinions will be 
used as Michigan Department 
of Transportation officials and 
consulants, the Corradino 
Group, make their way 
through a study of access to 
businesses and congestion on 
Ford. 

The study addresses the 
access points along Ford -
entries to shopping areas and 
subdivisions - as well as traffic 
congestion. At Thursday's 
meeting, the access portion of 
the study will be discussed. 
The goals of the access plan-
n i n g i n c l u d e : 

• Reduce congestion and 
delays along Ford. 

• Maintain the amount of 
traffic the road can carry and 
possibly delay expensive capac-
ity improvements where possi-
ble. 

• Reduce the number of 
traffic accidents. 

• Identify acceleration and 
deceleration lanes to reduce 
delays on the roadway. 

• Improve the entrance and 
exist to businesses. 

• Coordinate land use deci-
sions. 

• Improve the appearance 
and appeal of Ford. 

The traffic operations phase 
of the study examines the 
appropriate solutions to 
improve traffic flow along 
Ford. The flow and patterns 
are based on existing signal 
and land conditions, which will 
be analyzed to recommend 
improvements to signals, turn 
lanes, whether additional 
right-of-way is needed, and 
whether new left turn traffic 
signal phases are appropriate. 

To collect d a t a , t h e c o n s u l t -
a n t s will c o n d u c t t r a f f i c c o u n t s 

at driveways along Ford this 
spring. 

At the first public workshop 
in late February, some 500 
invitations were sent asking 
people to attend and offer their 
opinions. Only about 10 resi-
dents and business leaders 
attended. 

The inauspicious turnout 
didn't stop those in attendance 
in February from offering their 
perspectives on Canton's major 
commercial corridor and 
avenue into the heart of the 
township. 

Joe Corradino of the 
Corradino Group told partici-
pants his staff already deter-
mined a need for better traffic 
signals, more turn lanes, addi-
tion right-of-way and better 
left-turn access. The Corradino 
Group already interviewed 
approximately three dozen 
business operators along Ford. 

When the study is complete, 
a report will be issued in 
September. The conclusions 
will be incorporated into zon-
ing ordinances and access 
management techniques 
included in site plans. 

the passion, 
you will have questions. 

march 21 //answers, 
march 28 / /more answers. 

10:30 am 

D O W N T O W N PLYMOUTH. 
CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL. : ; SOLID ROCK 

A B I B L E C H U R C H 
FOUNDATION FOR.THE HEART MIND AND SOUL 

soiid_rock@ameritech.net 

10:30 am CHILD-CARE PROVIDED. 
FOR MORE DETAILS CALL 

734.455.7711 : ; SOLID ROCK 
A B I B L E C H U R C H 
FOUNDATION FOR.THE HEART MIND AND SOUL 

soiid_rock@ameritech.net 
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And they don't. Services aiejshbflf T'« 
— 60 minutes or less, l b comrriuM-""1 

cate the word of God and to allow I 
members to experience spirituality, ' 
Miller uses a DVD, VCR, movie clips, ? 

live drama and music. I 
When he gives his sermon, it is 

about living in today's world — to a , 
backdrop of images provided by a j 
DVD or VCR. When members sing 
praises to God, the screen that hangs 
above the altar shows images and the 
words to the hymns. 

"When you step into churches, you 
go back 500 years," Miller said. "Here , 
our message is the same, but the 
delivery has changed." 

So much has delivery changed that 
when Miller turns up the music, a sub s 

woofer the size of the altar booms. 
"You can feel your sternum vibrate ; 
when you turn it up," he said. , 

Miller fully accepts that some more . 
traditional personalities might be 
taken aback: "We're open. God bless 
you. We are not for everyone." r 

jmaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net 
(734)459-2700 ! 

CANTON 6 

You Can Work Some Real Magic 
For The Ronald McDonald House®! 

Stop by any Canton McDonald's® 
on any SUNDAY and you can 

get a good read and do a good deed 
...for the Ronald McDonald House® 

of Ann Arbor! 

Just Come in any Sunday and buy a discounted 
copy of the Canton Observer and they'll 

donate all of the proceeds to the 
Ronald McDonald House® of Ann Arbor. 

That's EVERY Sunday...See You There! 
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@mstrong 
Your ideas become reality 

TURNY0URTAX RETURN INTO 
A BEAUTIFUL NEW KITCHEN 

• NO PAYMENTS WITH DEFERRED INTEREST UNTIL 
JANUARY 2005 

»SEE WEBSITE FOR DISCOUNT COUPON - KING 
INTHIS AD AND WE'LL DOUBLEKM SAVINGS 

• 11 DOOR STYLES AVAILABLE IN QUICK W 
PROGRAM 

• IN-HOME MEASURING AND FREE DEUVERYT0 
YOUR HOME 

www.armstrong.com 
48661 GRAND RWERAVE, NOVI, Ml 48374 • 248-347-2306 

FOUR LOS ANGELES ARTISTS 

an exhibit and reception featuring 

Charles arnoldi peter alexander laddie john dill peter lodato 

artists' reception 
Saturday, march 20, 6:00 - 9:00 pm 

arnoldi's works can be found in the collections of the 
metropolitan museum of art, moma, lacma, art institute of chicago, smithsonian american art museum 

for directions & more info 

www.patrickolsongallery.com 
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OUR VIEWS 

Get involved in 
political process 

No level of government is more accessible to its citizens 
and has t he most direct impact than local government . 
Try marching into the U.S. Congress to air a beef: 

Yet in a presidential election year such as this , local 
elections are often overshadowed. Let's not let . that hap-
pen. Before the end of the year, Canton voters will elect a 
s e v e n - m e m b e r t o w n s h i p b o a r d t h a t i n c l u d e s t h r e e 
adminis t ra tors - supervisor, clerk and t reasure r - a n d 
four trustees. 

Already* one candidate for township board, Karl Zarbo, 
has made his candidacy official. To be sure, there will be 
more to follow. It is expected that current administrators 
and trustees will seek re-election. Plus, there are rumors 
of others also seeking the positions. 

Two seats are u p on t h e P lymouth -Can ton Board of 
Educat ion, President J u d y Mardig ian a n d Trustee Liz 
Givens. Givens has indicated she won't seek re-election, 
which leaves at least one seat open for a newcomer. 

Local elections are where it counts. The pool of poten-
tial a n d ta lented candida tes for t h e school b o a r d a n d 
township board is out there. Newcomers are encouraged 
to throw their hats in the ring. The more the merrier. The 
more candidates, the greater debate and be t te r choices 
for voters. 

March may strike many as a bit early to talk elections 
and political campaigns. Not really. If you have an inkling 
to run for office, give it a try. Think you have good ideas, 
give t h e m a try. Think you would like to con t r ibu te to 
your community, now is the time. 

Involvement works two ways - running for election and 
taking the t ime to follow the candidates and the issues and 
on election day, cast your vote. What a community is and 
will become depends not jus t on who is elected, bu t on the 
residents who live in this community. The community is 
for everyone who takes the t ime to have a stake in it. 

The November election will determine who will m a n -
age your community and your school district for the next 
four years. These are impor tan t decisions tha t w a r r a n t 
your attention and your time. Take a chance, get involved. 

State needs to ease 
taxpayers into e-filing 

If you haven't filed your state income tax return yet 
this year, you're in for a few surprises. 

It's more difficult and expensive than it has been in 
the past for many taxpayers. 

The Mich igan D e p a r t m e n t of Treasury is p u s h i n g 
hard - a little too hard, in our opinion - to get taxpayers 
to file electronically. 

To reach its goal of having 1.1 million more taxpayers 
e-file this year, the state has enacted several changes. 

They include: 
• Eliminating the telefile system, which probably was 

the easiest way of all to file. 
• Eliminating the EZ form. Now even teenagers wi th 

part-time jobs and no itemized deductions have to com-
plete the longer 1040 form. 

• Cut t ing nearly in half , f r o m 3 , 0 0 0 t o 1,600, t h e 
number of sites around the state where people can pick 
up a copy of the paper form. 

• Telling taxpayers to wai t eight-10 weeks for the i r 
refunds before checking on their pape r re turns , com-
pared to a week for e-filers. 

• Mandat ing tha t paid preparers who file more t h a n 
200 returns a year mus t file electronically. 

Michigan , which h a d 1.8 mil l ion e-f i lers las t year, 
a l ready is No. 3 in t h e n a t i o n in n u m b e r of e - f i l ed 
returns. If it makes its goal this year, it'll be No. 1. 

Why the push? Because the state cut $ 3 million f r o m 
its tax-processing budget, meaning it couldn't hire 2 0 0 
seasonal employees to process returns this year, accord-
ing to Terry Stanton, t reasury depar tment spokesman. 

The need to cut costs is under s t andab le , given t he 
shape the state budget is in. And electronic filing is the 
way of the future. 

But in 2004, an estimated 25 percent to 35 percent of 
homes still don't have personal computers - let alone 
In ternet access or t he necessary sof tware to file a tax 
return electronically. 

Even if they can file electronically, a lot of people are 
concerned about identity thef t and don' t want to t rans-
mit personal information via the Internet. 

The state should have implemented the changes more 
gradually so they wouldn ' t have been as inconvenient , 
costly or unsettling to taxpayers. 

After all, just having to pay taxes is bad enough. 
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Missing the point 
With all due respect, how is it possible 

for you to give a critique of a movie you 
have not seen? ('"Passion' shines light on 
brutality, casts Jesus' message in shadow," 
Observer, March 4). Not only are you very 
misguided on your point of view of the 
movie, but also on your point of view of die 
actual passion of Christ 2,000 years ago. 

If you focus on the brutality you have 
missed the point. The entire point of 
Christ's passion is in fact His love for us. 
The people who took a hand in the cruci-
fixion of Jesus Christ were you and me 
and everyone we know. With each denial 
of Jesus, with each harsh word, bit of 
gossip, slander, greed, vanity, etc., we 
helped to put those gruesome stripes into 
His flesh. We helped to put the nails in 
His feet and hands. 

He already knew this about us, and yet 
he succumbed to the will of God. Out of 
love for us, so we would not perish. 
Without Jesus Christ, we would not be 
reconciled to God. How can we possibly 
look at Jesus and not remember what He 
gave for us, before we take delight in His 
light and resurrection. 

So you call yourself a Christian, and yet 
you take the word of one man who is a 
sinner, just as you and I are, and yet 
turned your tack on the one man who 
embraces all of humanity. You do not have 
to see a movie to feel love for Jesus Christ 
and his suffering for us. You need simply 
to look at the cross and embrace it. 

As for Mel Gibson, may God continue 
to bless him with the vision and courage 
to make more movies embracing 
Christianity. The war has been long in 
Hollywood, and finally we are starting to 
win a battle. Be proud of your faith - do 
not hide it under a bushel basket or 
under the pretense of being a wuss. 
Stand firm. May God bless you. 

Mary Beth Soignet 
P l y m o u t h 

Civil rights issue 
Although I am heterosexual, I am glad 

that the gay marriage bills were not 
passed, and I am disappointed with the 
views of our state representatives. 

I recently had a chance to meet both 
Rep. (John) Stewart, R-Plymouth 
Township, and Rep. (Phil) LaJoy, R-
Canton, in my Close Up class. When asked 
about his views on gay marriages, Rep. 
Stewart basically said the same as was 
stated in the article dealing with gay mar-
riages; however, he was quick to change 
the topic. It came across to me that he was 
afraid of gay marriages because they are 
different than what he is accustomed to. 

I think this is the same as for most 
people who are opposed to this idea. 
Sure, the basic belief is that marriage is 
that of a man and a woman, but once 
upon a time it was also the basic belief 
that women were not equals, or that 
black-skinned people were to be slaves. 

There is little difference between these 
situations, as they are civil rights issues. 
Sexuality has nothing to do with how 
much of a person they really are. 

Amber Teunis 
Salem s o p h o m o r e 

P l y m o u t h 

LETTERS 
Not for Kerry 

The following comments are directed 
toward the observations and statements 
of Mary Brennan regarding John Kerry. 

A real war hero doesn't abandon fellow 
war heroes - the Vietnam War's 
POW/MIAs - as John Kerry has when he 
served as chairman of the Select 
Committee on POW/MIA Affairs. 
However, his cousin did secure a multi-
million-dollar contract for his company, 
Colliers International, as a real estate 
representative in Vietnam when Kerry 
led the fight to secure normalizing rela-
tions with Vietnam. 

Yes, Kerry received the Silver Star and 
three Purple Hearts in Vietnam. 
However, he has refused to open his mil-
itary records regarding his three wounds, 
for which he was never hospitalized. 
Furthermore, he should have served on 
his boat crew for six months. Instead, he 
left his boat crew two months early in the 
Mekong Delta waters. 

Rather than his four-month record in 
Vietnam (Kerry spent another six 
months on board a ship in the South 
China Sea) Kerry will be judged by what 
he has done for 18 years in the Congress. 

Within the military community, Kerry 
has both his backers and his detractors. 
Based on what Kerry did as a war pro-
tester, which in my opinion aided the 
North Vietnamese to continue the war 
and inflict additional casualties, he'll not 
receive my consideration. 

In a lot of veterans' minds from 
Vietnam, that's the price Kerry should 
pay for his actions which were not in the 
best tradition of our country. 

Roger Kehrier 
P l y m o u t h 

Faithful servants 
The accusations by the apparently 

prejudiced writer of "People so easily led" 
(Observer, March 4) are offensive, mis-
chief-motivated, it seems, obviously in a 
great measure unjustified. 

The truth certainly is that the imputed 
sexual abuses within the Catholic Church 
are greatly exaggerated by hostile to 
Christianity, especially to the Catholic 
Church, controlled mainstream news 
media, while similar, perhaps even 
greater, abuses within other faiths and 
entities warrant with them hardly any 
mention. 

Detractors concentrate their attention 
on what is in fact a relatively small num-
ber of ferreted-out-by-them alleged 
abusers. Some of them, in fact, might 

. have been truly guilty of the offenses 
imputed to them; others are falsely 
accused. 

On many occasions, a hoax of "sup-
pressed memory" therapies are per-
formed on purported victims, potential 
accusers. The result: "recovered memo-
ries" for some, often sham accusations 
for others. 

The detractors thus create the impres-
sion that the so accused are typical of the 
whole, but deliberately, it seems, ignore 
99-plus percent of the guiltless, dedicat-
ed, hard-working, greatly appreciated 
and revered by the fa i thM servants of 
the Church, performing day in-day out 
praiseworthy God's work. 

They know that any misinformation 
like, for example, this exaggeration of 
abuses, if repeated long and often 
enough, eventually becomes instilled in 
even rational people's minds as credible. 
And, it is a known fact that, in general, 
the forces of mendacity scheme most 
vehemently against what is the most 
holy. 

Catholics must not be swayed by such 
apparently purposive exaggeration of the 
abuses and harm they might have 
caused, if any. They should deem it for 
what it appears to be: stealthily intended 
by the detractors, that is, to be used, 
above all, as one of the main constituent 
elements of misinformation instrumen-
tal in subtle subversion, and as a handy 
factor in claims to big money. 

But such claims to money, in any case, 
especially where there has been no last-
ing harm suffered, may be tantamount to 
stealing from God's church. 

No one person is perfect on this Earth, 
but the people of Christian faith continu-
ously strive toward that end. People 
should not allow themselves to be so eas-
ily misled by unfriendly to the Catholic 
Church mischief makers. 

Joseph Wire 
P l y m o u t h 

Lesser of 2 evils 
The presidential race is on, with rheto-

ric and money to match. 
An objective person finds it difficult to 

determine the difference between the 
parties and the candidates. Bush has s 

amassed huge deficits, a bad economy, a 
highly suspect foreign policy, etc. Kerry 
doesn't promise us much better. 

We are distracted with such as 
Canadian trash, Mars, rebirth of Detroit, 
etc. Our borders will remain open to the 
Mexicans while we are checked thor-
oughly at airports and we secure other 
areas of the world. 

What, and who, is the lesser of two 
evils? 

Bob Vollmer 
P l y m o u t h 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We w e l c o m e you r l e t t e r s to t h e ed i to r . Please 
i nc l ude y o u r name, add ress and p h o n e n u m b e r 
f o r v e r i f i c a t i o n . We ask t h a t y o u r le t te rs be 4 0 0 
w o r d s o r less. We may e d i t f o r c la r i t y , space a n d 
c o n t e n t . 

Mail: 
Le t te rs t o t h e ed i t o r 
Can ton Observer 
7 9 4 S o u t h Main 
P l y m o u t h , Ml 48170 

Fax: 

( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 9 - 4 2 2 4 

E-mail: 
j m a l i s z e w s k i @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

QUOTABLE 
"Santa hadn't just delivered the biggest lump of coal to me for Christmas. That year I got a lump of cancer." 
- Carleigh Flaharty, former Canton Chamber of Commerce executive director, who spoke at the kickoff for the Relay for Life 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:jmaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net
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Measure effectiveness of 
Proposal A before 
districts reach crisis 

Sandra 

• i f h e r e ' s another way to measure the 
I effectiveness of Proposal A than 

to look a t t h e taxes you pay and 
the amoun t of money the state sends 
your school district under tha t fund-
ing mechanism. 

"Look at the activity of school bond 
loan funds," said a representative of the 

Chippewa Valley 
school district "We're 
the poster child of 
bond funds. They're 
used to relieve the 
general fund. 

"You can see that 
something is wrong 
with the infrastruc-
ture (of schools). The infra-, 
s tructure is broke." 

His comments came at a 
Friday morning conference of 
the Tri-County Alliance for 
Public Education, made up of 

districts f r o m Wayne, Oakland and Macomb: 
: counties. The conference marked the 10th 
anniversary of Proposal A and was designed t o 
give the media a heads-up on its impact. 

v I had jus t asked a question about whether 
-s inking funds" were an end run around districts 
being unable under Proposal A to ask voters for 
additional millage. Earlier in the week, Walled 
Lake Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Services Sandy Motz said he r district may ask 
voters to approve a sinking fund. 

Motz explained that such funds take pressure 
off of general funds by allowing for roofing and 
paving. The funds are millages and, unlike 
bonds, do no t require interest payments. 

Asked for a show of hands, most educators at 
the conference said they don't use sinking funds. 
But the educators generally agreed bond funds 
were common. In June 2003, Avondale passed a 
$59 million bond issue, while TVoy may ask vot-
ers in June fo r a bond of as much as $99 million. 

But voters aren't always agreeable, and when 
new money isn't found, districts like Redford 
Union find they have to close schools or they 
can't buy new buses, 

That's the hardware. There are software 
issues, as well. Educators argued that the 
amoun t of state aid is not enough for districts to. 
mee t mandates such as N o Child Left Behind. 

Furthermore, "Proposal A doesn't address 
regional issues" in which metropolitan costs a re 
higher t h a n outstate, said William Weber, 

Educators lay blame for their 
problems at the funding 
mechanism behind Proposal A -
reliance on the sales tax, which 
is suffering in the current 
economic climate. 

superintendent of the South 
Redford school district. It has implications for 
such areas as competition for staff, he said. 

Marlene Davis, a former superintendent of 
Southfield schools, unders tands what Weber is 
talking about. Now as superintendent of t h e 
Regional Educational Service Agency, the inter-
mediate school district for Wayne County, she 
sees districts that are "not nearly as affluent as 
Oakland County, bu t are asked to do the same 
work. We're looldng down a gun barrel." 

Educators lay blame for thei r problems at t h e 
funding mechanism behind Proposal A — 
reliance on the sales tax, which is suffering in 
the current economic climate. 

One district particularly ha rd hit is Utica, 
whose superintendent, Joan Sergent, said it 
faced a deficit of $10.5 million this year and is 
projecting a deficit of $15 million next year. 

But the educators recognized that the climate was 
right for Proposal As passage 10 years ago, and that 
it achieved its goals. Taxes were cut and capped. 
Oakland's average rate decreased 21.25 mills for 
homeowners and Wayne's average rate dropped by 
28.32 mills, according to the Alliance's figures. 

And the gap between the h igh- and low-
spending districts was somewhat narrowed. 

"the question remains whether the climate is 
now right to take another look at Proposal A. 

"What we need t o do is a bet ter job of explain-
ing to our communities" wha t the impact of 
Proposal A has been, Sergent told the group. 
"You need to work with your legislators." 

It's an apt topic for discussion before funds 
Sink much further. 

Sandra Armbruster is editor of the Troy Eccentric. She 
may be reached by e-mail at 
sarmbruster(i>oe.homecomm.net. 

Priest speaks out on 
recent abuse allegation 

Rev. Richard 

I am writ ing to share with you some very, 

very sad news. Wha t is the worst thing tha t 
can happen to a priest in t h e present church 

scandal environment? It has happened to me. 
I was accused of sexually abusing a minor 3 3 
years ago in my first parish assignment. 

I absolutely deny these charges and have 
been trying to prove my innocence for the past 
two months . Ever since the U.S. bishops set 
the zero tolerance policy formulated in Dallas, 
once a priest is accused and the investigation 
shows tha t the accusation is credible, the 

priest is pu t on administra-

H
t ion leave and removed f rom 
his parish assignment. Note 
the word "credible" is 
defined as "possibly could 
have happened." 

What angers me and many 
of my priest friends is that any-
one anytime can make up an 
accusation and as long as it 
contains detailed information 
of the abuse and as long as 
there are no witnesses to defin-
itively prove the action false the 
accusation is deemed credible. 

"It possibly could have happened." This is 
absolutely wrong and unjust Eveiy priest is a sit-
ting duck For years the bishops have hidden file 
sexual abuse problem in the diurch and have 
moved guilty priests around to hide the problem. 
Boston is a prime example. Now the pendulum has 
swung. Every little possibility and hint of wrongdo-
ing is treated as guilty until proven innocent "What 
a far cry from our American system of justice. 

Cardinal Maida has informed me that I will 
be pu t on administration leave beginning the 
last weekend in February. Bishop Hurley will 
say Masses that week to say tha t my removal 
does no t indicate tha t I am guilty, jus t tha t the 
accusation is credible. 

The case against me is prepared and sent to 
Rome for a final judgment . But you and I bo th 
know that when a priest is removed his good 
name is ruined. People who do not know m e 
will believe what they read. I trust you and my 
fr iends will not. I did no t do this. 

The cases sent to Rome have been taking 
more than a year to complete. There are seven 
other priests waiting to hear their fate. A little 
bit of hope stems f rom the fact that Rome 
does not accept "credible" as good enough to 

This is absolutely wrong and unjust. Every 
priest is a sitting duck. For years the 
bishops have hidden the sexual abuse 

guilty priests around to hide the problem. 
Boston is a prime example. Now the 

swung. Every little 
possibility and hint of wrongdoing is 
treated as guilty until proven innocent. 

remove a priest. Rome says it mus t be "morally 
certain." Absolutely t rue. There has already 
been one case sent by Cardinal Maida tha t has , 
been overturned and t h e priest reinstated. My 
canon lawyer expects there to b e more. I 
expect my case to be one of them. 

In t h e meant ime I mus t wait , probably a 
long t ime. I will leave the area for a month 
until the media is through dragging my name 
through the mud. Then I will come back to 
Canton and pack what I own and move to my 
home in Florida. 

I a m terribly sorry for the hu r t this will cause 
our parish. Please remember. I t is not the fault 
of our parish. Don' t take your anger out on the 
parish. It's not their fault. Don' t withhold your . 
financial support. St. Thomas a'Becket is too 
good a parish t o let anger divide it. : 

Welcome the new priest t ha t comes in. 
Think of what a difficult j ob he has ahead of 
him. H e probably can't even sing Danny Boy 
in the offpitch way I did. I a m sorry I can't hug 
each and every one of you and say thanks for 
the wonderful 11 years. We have built much 
together. More than a church building. We 1 

have built a family. Stick together. You will 
always be a pa r t of me. Thanks . I love you all. 

The Rev. Richard Kelly issued th is let ter to his parish in 1 

February. Some parishioners asked the Canton Observer 
to publish th is letter. 

Plan your weekend activit ies 
each Thursday with Filter 

We're opening tomorrow! Ain't that grand? 
Join us tomorrow at 2 p.m. for a ribbon-cutting celebration introducing our newest Avis location right in your neighborhood. 
Come by for refreshments and to meet your city officials. Plus, enjoy this coupon for $15 off your next weekly rental! 

$ 1 5 O F F W E E K L Y R E N T A L 

\ . 

Terms and Conditions: Coupon valid o n an' Itttermediate (Qroup C) through a Full-size 4 -Door (Group E) car. Dollars o f f 

applies to the cost of the time and mileage charges for the entire rental with a min imum of five days, Coupon must 

be surrendered at time of rental; one per rental. An advance reservation is required. M a y not be used in conjunction 

with any other coupon, promotion o r n f f e r . Coupon valid at participating Avis locations in the contiguous U.S. Offer 

may not be available on all rates afl times, Offer may not be valid during holiday and other blackout periods. Cars 

subject to availability. Taxes, concession; recovery fees, customer facility charges {in CA, customer facility charge is 

$10/contract) and other surcharges m a ^ a p p f y . Renter must meet Avis age, driver and credit requirements. M i n i m u m 

age is 25 , but may vary by location. Den ta l must begin by 12 /31 /OS. 

Coupon # MUFB195 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AVIS LOCATION: 

Avis of Livonia 
33939 Plymouth Rd. 

734-513-9033 

AV'S 
W e w y , 
V i a r A e r -

avis.com 
• .50oy; 

Avis features GM vehicles. ©2004 Avis Rent A Car System, Inc. 

P̂Df0E081̂87Ŝ  
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Escape IntoA 

You spend one-third of your life 
asleep. You deserve to get the 
most out of that time. You 
deserve a Stearns & Foster sleep 
set. Our combination of the 
latest in mattress technology 
and our long heritage of 
handcrafted workmanship is 
comforting. Simply put, there is 
no better way to sleep. 

FOUNDED 

Y O U D E S E R V E A S T E A R N S & F O S T E R 

Exchange Club unveils new Freedom Shrine 

Now You Can Save An Extra 109f Off The Sale 
Price Of All Our Stearns & Foster Mattress Sets. 
All 2003 Models Are N o w "Rollback" Priced! 

Financing Available Up to 12 Months No Interest!* 
FREE Delivery, Set-Up & Removal of Old Bedding 

• We Are Your Factory Trained Specialists 

$incet933 

O Walker/Muzenberg 
yfaA fine furniture 
2 4 0 N . Main Street • P L Y M O U T H • ( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 9 - 1 3 0 0 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

^Minimum Payments Apply With Credit Approval • Offer ends soon! 
www.walkerbuzenbbrg. com 

The Canton Exchange Club 
unveiled its first "Freedom 
Shrine" Tuesday in the ma in . 
entrance hallway of Plymouth]. 
Christian Academy. : 

The shrine, which is 3 0 feet 
long, is a display of 30 ma jo r , 
documents in U.S. history, 
ranging f rom The Mayflower 
Compact of 1620 to John F. 
Kennedy's inaugural address 
and Mart in Luther King Jr.'s "I 
Have a Dream" speech. 

In accepting the donated 
shrine from Exchange Club 
president David Lovelandj 
PCA principal David Butler 
said they would be a great 
teaching tool. 

"We're thinking of \Vhat it 
means to have a history, a lega-
cy, a heritage rich witfe. tu rn ing 
points in history as well a s 
great documents tha t really 
finepointed our desire to be 
free people," he said. "One of 
the opportunities we have is to 
see these documents t ha t are 
very tangible." 

Turning for a moment to the 
current world situation, Butler 
cited conditions in Iraq. 

"They're working on their 
number one document," h e 
said, '^their constitution. I hope 
they have many documents m 
the years to come tha t they will 
t reasure as we treasure ours." 

n 

Pictured (from left) are David loveland, president of the Exchange Club, Jeff 
Schmidt, social studies teacher at Plymouth Christian Academy, Tom Yack, 
Canton supervisor, Dave Butler principal, and Gordon Nickel, head master of : 
Plymouth Christian Academy unveils a Freedom Shrine installed at the school." 

Canton Supervisor Tom 
Yack, w h o briefly addressed the 
small group at the ceremony," 
said PCA beat the township to 
t h e punch. 

"We have freedom docu-
m e n t s courtesy of the 
Exchange Club waiting ; 
in a closet until the m a i n ; 
level of our township adminis-
t ra t ion building is finished," he 
said. : , 

Yack, a former teacher h im-
self, no ted tha t copies of some 
of t h e documents were origi- ; 
nally displayed on "die Freedom 
Train in 1947-

"In 1949 the Exchange Club -
picked this up as one of their 1 
projects," he said. 

"There are now 11,000 ' 
Freedom Shrines th roughout • 
the Uni ted States. It is a great I 
teaching tool." 

Symphony sponsors education campaign 

OEO8I 82860 
SissaS 

r It's time 
for... Kindergarten 

Registration is the 
week of March 22-26 
at your neighborhood 

school! 

<£) 

Kindergarten 
Registration is the 

week of March 22-26! 

The Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra is launching a n edu-
cation campaign, "No Kid 
without a Koncert," t h a t allows 
sponsors to see a s tudent , , 
through all five of the PSO's 
Youth Outreach Education 
programs for $20. 

Tlie goal, symphony officials 
said, is to sponsor 2 ,000 stu-
dents, raising $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 to 
underwrite the cost of t h e pro-
grams. Donors are encouraged 
to sponsor five, 10 ,25 or more 
students. . i; 

The PSO's education pro-
grams impact more than 4 ,000 
students th roughou t ; . 
Southeastern Michigan every 
year. There are five education 
programs offered to students: 
CLASSical Music Outreach, 
Koncert for Kids, 
Instrumentorship, the 

Celebration Youth Orchestra, 
and t h e Youth Artist 
Competit ion. 

Through in-classroom visits, 
CLASSical Music Outreach 
introduces more than 4 , 0 0 0 
th i rd and four th grade s tu- -
dents to musical instruments , 
performers and top-notch clas-
sical and contemporary music. 

T h e Koncert for Kids enter-
ta ins and educates over 2 , 0 0 0 
four th grade students with a 
b road range of musical classics. 
The concert highlight is always 
a conduct-along with PSO 
Conductor Nan Washburn and 
t h e story "Island of t h e Blue 
Dolphins." 

T h e Instrumentorship pro-
g ram pairs aspiring middle 
school aged musicians wi th 
PSO musicians. Students ' skills 
are showcased at the comple-

tion of the program with a 
side-by-side per formance 
where s tudents play wi th t h e 

, full symphony at a publ ic con-
cert. 

The newest of t h e education 
programs, the Celebration 
Youth Orchestra gives children 
grades 3-8 the opportuni ty to 
explore their musical interests, 
expand their talents a n d per-
fo rm wi th peers. 

Encouraging on-going music 
educat ion and appreciation, 
t h e Youth Artist Competi t ion 
awards skilled s tudent per-
formers with scholarships to 
cont inue their musical endeav-
ors. Tb make a donat ion or for 
m o r e information, contact the 
j Plymouth Symphony office by 
'e-mail at plymouthsympho-
ny@aol.com or by phone at 
(734) 451-2112. 

Today's kindergarten is more than socialization. Plymouth-Canton is 
committed to high academic standards. Our kindergarten provides 
depth in curricular experiences while meeting the needs of the whole child, 

Plymouth-Canton kindergarten offers many outstanding opportunities... 
High standards in early academic learning 
Computers, printers, and supervised internet access in every kindergarten " 
classroom i 
Kindergarten Cr^^r ichment program with free shuttles t o the location 
Certified EarlyChildhood teachers 
A curriculum a i l ^ M ^ o the Michigan standards and benchmarks 

K i n d e r . 

1 
> 

Are you a working 

Carent who need* 

alf-day child care? 
Kindergarten Crew 
extends your child's 
kindergarten day to a 
full day! 
This enrichment program provides daily activities 
that support a cniUPs growth and development 
through play-based activities. It provides a place to 
practice and continue curriculum studies on an 
extended day. 

Morning program hours: 7 a.m. until 
afternoon feindergarten start time. 
Afternoon program hourss Morning 
kindergai^Walsjmissal until 6 p.m. 

Locations at designated sites throughout 
the district. Children are transported by 
Plymouth-Canton Community fechooi 
buses. For iirfdrrjiation regarding fees and 
locations^ |£je^4# call: 

e t a b i i e h a e t r t t n g r e a d i n g ' 

f o u n d a t i o n i 

Language Arte: i 
phonemic awareness , : 

concepts of print "25 
letter / sound connectlpiij$ 
comprehension strategist 

at t i tudes about reading jr • 

writing process j 

r e g i s t r a t i o n i s t h e 
M a r c h 

Launch your child I n t o t be 

inqui&'^ve world of . . 

Science; 

' life fiance 

Enhance y o u r c h i M * r t t f -L ta f tu i t tea t 

th ink ing . . . 

Mathematics: 
• patterns, relationships and 

functions ^ 
• geometry and measurement 
• data analysis and statistic© - : 

• number sense and numeration „y 
• numerical and analytical thinking 
• probability and discrete j . -• % 

mathematics ! \ 

* physical ©dense 

S u p p o r t the? d e v a ^ f l i e n t o f g o o d 

Social Studies: 
• Students learn about the 

physical and facial environments 
ofthair<s!a@®rpom- Basic social 
skilisara introduced. The 
children economic 
concepts invoMng wants and 

maki(i||hoices. 

Extended Pay Program at (734) 416-0194. 
Questions? You are welcome t o contact your neighborhood elementary school or the Department of Instruction at (754) 416-4S42. p T V X / T O T T T T T T A N T O N 

Please call the Community Relations Department (734) 416-2757 for a complete listing of the Elementary Curriculum Overview, J: -Li A ± l l A - A w j . ^ 

http://www, us/parentresources/K-8Registration.pdf 

C o m m u n i t y • S c h o o l s 

a great place to begin! 

http://www.hometoivnUfe.com
http://www.walkerbuzenbbrg
mailto:ny@aol.com
http://www


C.J . Risak, ed i t o r 

(734) 953-2108 

Fax: (734) 591-7279 

c j r i sak@oe .homecomm.ne t 
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Record-setter 
Charlie Henry, the 5-

foot-7 point guard for 
Canton Agape Christian's 
boys basketball team, got 
all sorts of good news at 
the Wolverines' season-
ending banquet Tuesday. 

Henry, who will join his 
father, Chuck - named 
Madonna's men's basket-
bail coach - as a player 
for the Crusaders, was 
notified he has set a 
state record for free-
throw percentage for a 
season. Henry converted 
103-of-115 free throws, 
89.6 percent of his tries, 
breaking the former 
mark of 89.1 percent. 

Charlie was also named 
the most valuable player 
in the Michigan 
Independent Athletic 
Conference after averag-
ing 21.4 points and five 
assists per game. Joining 
him on the all-MIAC first 
team were Agape's 
Jordan Napier, who aver-
aged 20 points and eight 
rebounds a game. 

CCJ6SA signup 
The Canton Community 

Junior Baseball/Softball 
Association will have reg-
istration from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Saturday, March 27 
in the Chestnut Room of 
the Summit on the Park, 
located at 4 6 0 0 0 
Summit Parkway in 
Canton. 

Registration is open to 
boys and girls 4-18 years 
old who are residents of 
Canton or Plymouth, or 
who live in the PCCS 
school district. All regis-
trants must show proof 
of residency and age at 
t ime of registration. 

Fees range from $75-
$110 for recreation 
leagues; travel teams' 
rates are higher. 

For more information, 
call (734) 394-5489. 

Lacrosse meeting 
The Canton Warriors 

Lacrosse Booster Ciub 
will meet at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 24 in 
Room 305, Phase II! at 
Canton HS. The meeting 
is open to all parents of 
those on the newly-
formed 2004 team. 
Directions to all away 
games will be provided. 

For more information, 
call Nina Smithpeters at 
(734) 981-3290. 

The city of Plymouth 
Recreation Department 
will offer a new Walking 
Club beginning March 29. 
Everyday, on a drop-in 
basis, people will meet at 
the Plymouth Cultural 
Center (located at 525 
Farmer) and walk a vari-
ety of routes mapped out 
by the Recreation 
Department, or they can 
blaze their own trail. 

There are no fees or . 
registrations involved. 
The morning start t ime is 
9:30 a.m.; the evening 
start t ime is 6:30 p.m. 

For more information, 
call the city of Plymouth 
Recreation Department 
at (734) 455-6620, ext. 
302. 

Clarification 
In the Sports Rail i tem 

on the Canton Cavaliers 
in last Sunday's Observer, 
one of the players was 
identified incorrectly, i t 
was Daniel Stoney, who 
also won the seventh-
grade three-shot tourna-
ment 

RECREATIONsOUTDOORS 

e 

Madonna's softball 
team is rolling. B3 

DONALD J. ALLEY 

John Vigilante led the Whalers in goals scored with 30. He finished the season with 68 points and a plus-minus rating of plus-11. 

Kitchener 1st 
Whalers open playoffs 
with reigning champs 
Now, at last, a few myths regarding playoff sports 

can be either fortified or refuted. Truth or fiction — 
such adages as: 

• Offense looks good, b u t defense prevails in the 
playoffs; 

• Home ice rules; 
• Wha t you did dur ing the regular season doesn't 

matter — all records a re t h rown out, everyone starts 
anew. 

These are the kinds of th ings coaches throughout 
the Ontario Hockey League will-be preaching for the 
next couple of weeks in an effort to inspire their play-
ers. And it may work; t h e opening round of the O H L 
playoffs is usually good for at least one upse t . h 

Perhaps the best pair ing in t h e OHL's first r o u n d is 
the Western Conference ma tchup between t h e 
Plymouth Whalers a n d t h e Kitchener Raiigers. So 
many different angles t o pursue: offense vs. defense, 
two evenly-matched t e a m s (both with 76 points dur -
ing the season), former coach going against his for-
mer team, perennial contender vs. defending 
Memorial Cup champ. 

If you believe in defense over offense, then the 
Whalers have the edge. They ranked sixth in the 
OHL in goals allowed (204) . The Rangers, on the 
other hand, a re among t h e league's worst; only two 
other teams in the ent i re league gave up more goals, 
and they aren ' t in the playoffs. 

"They have a fairly young, inexperienced defense . 
that's going to make mistakes," noted Plymouth gen-
eral manager/coach Mike Veliucci. It will be up to the 
Whalers to pounce on those mistakes. 

That's where special t eams could come into play, 
and the Whalers excel on t h e power play and penalty 
kill, ranking among the league's best in both. "Special 
teams are a b ig thing in t h e playoffs," said Veliucci. 

A major p a r t of Plymouth's special teams is t eam 
captain James Wisniewski. The Canton native has 
developed into one of t h e OHL's premier defense-
men; last week, he was n a m e d t h e league's top offen-
sive defensemen and t h e defensemen with t h e t op • 
shot. 

The World Junior Tournament and some injuries 
limited Wisniewski t o 5 0 games this season, and yet 
he still has 17 goals and 53 assists. He's also among 
the league leaders in p lus-minus with a plus-31 rat-

PLEASE SEE WHALERS, B5 

Henry fills 
Madonna 
hoop spot 

For everyone involved, the feel-
ings regarding the transition in 
Madonna University's men's basket-
ball position were mixed, b u t not 
unhappy. 

Bernie Holowicki, the long-time 
Livonia resident and former 
Redford Catholic Central coach who 
guided the Madonna men's team for 
the past n ine seasons, suffered a 
stroke on Feb. 15 which ultimately 
convinced h im it was t ime to give up 
coaching full-time. 

. His successor has already been 
chosen: Chuck Henry, former coach 
at Wayne Memorial who coached at 
Canton Agape Christian for the past 
four years. 

Even af ter Holowicki suffered his 
stroke, his retirement was no sure 
thing. "The first thing he said to me 
after he had his stroke was, I ' m 
coming back,'" recalled Madonna 
athletic director Bryan Rizzo. 

"But after he got home, he told 
me, 1 don't think I 'm going to do 
this anymore.'" 

Rizzo said Holowicki, now 72, had 
thought about retirement b u t had 
not said anything definite about it 
— until last week. Once Holowicki 
had made his decision, the person 
he wanted to replace him was 
Henry, his long-time friend. 

"Bernie recommended him," Rizzo 
noted. Other candidates were con-
sidered for the job, bu t Henry was 
the No. 1 choice. "I talked to several 
people who knew Chuck," he said. 
Among them were current 
Madonna coaches Marylou Jansen 
(women's basketball) and Jerry 
Abraham (volleyball). "He was high-
ly-recommended." 

For the 54-year-old Henry, the 
t iming could not be better. His son 
Charlie, a standout point guard at 
Canton Agape, has already commit-
ted to play at Madonna, and his 
daughter Amy just completed her 
freshman season with the 
Crusaders' women's basketball team. 

PLEASE SEE HENRY, B5 

Home ice is lost with loss to Windsor 
One short. 
The Plymouth Whalers fol-

lowed a disappointing loss to 
Kitchener Friday night with an 
encouraging 5-1 victory at Erie 
Saturday. That left t hem one 
victory away from clinching 
home-ice advantage against 
the Rangers in their opening-
round series in the Ontario 
Hockey League playoffs. 

Unfortunately, Sunday's 
game against Windsor meant 
even more to the Spitfires, who 
were trying to clinch the 
eighth, and final, playoff posi-
tion. And they played like it, 
with David Bowman, Darryl 
l iqyd and Brett Liscomb scor-
ing two goals apiece in a 6-2 
Windsor tr iumph at 
Plymouth's Compuware Arena. 

OHL HOCKEY 

The outcome meant the 
Whalers finished 32-24-9-3, 
second in the OHL's West 
Division with 76 points. 
Kitchener ended at 34-26-6-2, 
third in the Midwest Division, 
also with 76 points; however, 
the Rangers got the higher , 
seed because they won the first 
tie-breaker (most wins). 

Playing their third game in 
as many days, the Whalers 
started Sunday's matinee 
match against Windsor well 
enough. A goal by John 
Mitchell at 13:23 of the first 
period offset one by the 
Spitfires' Lloyd, tying the game 
at 1-1. James Wisniewski and 

Nick Vernelli assisted on 
Mitchell's score. 

After that, however, 
Plymouth's legs gave out. 
Windsor got second-period 
goals from Bowman and 
Liscomb, then Bowman and 
Lloyd scored in the third 
before the Whalers' 
Wisniewski got his 17th of the 
season on the power play at 
14:57 of the third (from John 
Vigilante and Mitchell). 

Paul Drew played the first 50 
minutes of the game in goal for 
the Whalers, but wasn't very 
effective, allowing five goals. 
Ryan Nie played the last 10 
minutes. Matt Anthony had 20 
saves in goal for Windsor. 

On Saturday at Erie, 
Mitchell and Ryan Ramsay 

each scored twice to lead the 
Whalers to their 5-1 t r iumph. 

Both of Ramsay's goa l s - - • 
giving h im 29 for the season — 
came in the first period as 
Plymouth opened up a 3 -0 
lead. Wisniewski assisted on 
his first at 4:27; Mitchell fol-
lowed with a goal at 17:10 
(from Gino Pisellini), then :; 

after a goal by Erie's Geoff Piatt 
made it 2-1, Ramsay scored •r 

again to make it 3-1 (from Tiifi 
Sestito). 

Third-period goals by 
Mitchell (from Ramsay) and 
Vaclav Meidl capped the 
Whaler scoring. 

Drew stopped 23 of 24 shots 
on goal in the game. Josh 
Disher had 16 saves for the 
Otters. 

CC icers finish in unfamiliar spot - 2nd 
A funny thing happened on the way to 

Redford Catholic Central's sixth-straight 
hockey state title. 

Marquette. 
The Redmen used a solid defensive 

scheme, a red-hot goaltender and a timely 
goal in a wild third period to shut down 
die Shamrocks, 3-2, clinching their first 
state title since 1995 and forcing CC into 
the unfamiliar role of being on the outside 
looking in. 

"This has been unbelievable, I'm at a loss 
for words," Marquette coach Mike 
L'Huillier said after his team ended its sea-
son at 21-5-3 and avenged a loss to CC in 
the 2002 finals "(CC) was the best team 
we've seen all year. We haven't faced any-
one as good as them." 

But CC (20-7-3) had. The Shamrocks 
didn't breeze through the tournament as 
they had in years past — with three one-
goal wins in their previous five tourney 
games. 

"No disrespect to Redford Unified (a 10-
1 CC win), but we played five tough games 
in 10 nights," CC coach Todd Johnson said. 
"This was a game between two ttiugh 
teams. We didn't get the breaks tonight" 

Marquette's winning goal camfe in a sim-
ilar fashion as CC's regional final win over 
Birmingham — capitalizing on a late 
penalty, or in this case two. 

With CC's Dan Barczuk off for holding, 
Mychael Evans was called for tripping with 

BRYAN MITCHELL j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

CC's Mychael Evans (8) is upended by Marquette's Phil Chartier and Eric Eimbiad (15). 

5:58 left in the period. The Shamrocks 
were able to kill offBarczuk's penalty, but 
struggled to clear the puck out of its zone 
on the five-on-four. 

Curt Aho took advantage of it as he fired 

the puck at CC goalie Andrew Godoshian 
jus t inside d ie faceoff dot to Godoshian's 
right. The puck went between his leg pad 
and below his outstretched arm and into 
the net, giving the Redmen a 3-2 lead. 

mailto:cjrisak@oe.homecomm.net
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7-time defending Class B champ 
Marysville knocks out Ladywood 

i 

Churchill succumbs to Chelsea 
comeback run in regional final 

The trip to Armada actually 
took longer than the match. 

That's what Livonia 
Ladywood was resigned to 
Tuesday night in its Class B 
girls quarterfinal volleyball 
match with seven-time 
defending state champion 
Marysville. 

The Blazers had a slippery 
drive to the upper reaches of 
Macomb County, not to men-
tion rough sledding on the 
court as Marysville posted a 
15-2,15-12 triumph. 

Ladywood bows out at 43-17 
overall, while Marysville 
moves, into the state, semifi-
nals Friday at University 
Arena in Kalamazoo against 
Otsego with a 55-2-1 record. 

The Blazers never could 
recover from an 8-0 
Marysville run to start the 
first game. But in the second 
game, Ladywood jumped out 
to a 7-0 advantage, only to 
have the Vikings return the 
favor with seven straight 
points. 

Danielle Palasak, a 6-foot 
senior who led the Blazers 

with eight kills, gave her team 
a 12-11 advantage in the sec-
ond game, but Marysville ral-
lied to close out the match on 
a pair of kills by 6-foot senior 
Laura Schultz, who finished 
with seven on the night. 

"Our seniors never went this 
far and to see a team of this 
ca l iber . . . it was an eye open-
er," Ladywood assistant coach 
Kirk Craggs said. "Marysville 
plays with great ball control 
and they play great defense. 
The get a lot of touches. 

"We had to attack them 
instead of laying back and let-
ting them attack us." 

Ashley Schlinkert, a 5-10 
sophomore, paced Marysville, 
whose only two losses this year 
are to defending state Class A 
champ Fraser, with eight kills. 

Junior setter Stephanie 
Booms had 22 assist-to-kills, 
11 digs and three blocks. She 
also served seven points. 

Schultz, headed to Saginaw 
Valley State, served 12 points 
and had three blocks. Kristin 
Smith, a 5-7 junior, added five 
kills. 

Courtney Phillips, a 5-10 
senior, added five kills for 
the Blazers, while senior set-
ter Amy Szymanski f inished 
with 16 assists. 

"We h a d never seen t h e m 
in person, bu t we knew they 
were a t eam tha t could make 
a run," said 20th-year 
Marysville coach John 
Knuth of Ladywood. 

"It did not surprise m e 
that they could come back 
because they have some 
dominat ing players. Palasak 
is explosive and they have 
others to complement her." 

The Blazers, who used 
three f reshmen in the l ineup 
extensively, graduate four 
seniors including Palasak, 
Phillips, Szymanski and 
Kristin Kummer. 

"Our four seniors have 
done a great j ob of br inging 
our f r e shmen along," Craggs 
said. "The seniors stepped 
up in the second game. 
Danielle swung better and 
we passed better, something 
we were used to seeing in this 
team." 

Blazers end drought 
The Kensington Valley 

Baseball/Softball Association 
will have a meeting at 7 p.m. 
Tuesdjay in the Brighton HS 
cafeteria. The meeting is for 
any new and/or returning U-12 
or U-14 teams. 

For furtherinformation, call 
JefFDavid at (810) 227-2332, 
or visit the website at 
www.KVBSA.com. 

TAX 
S ; W : : 
We settle any tax, 

any year 
Tax Resolution 

specialist 
(248) 985-HELP 

(4357) 

Livonia Ladywood coach 
Erin Craggs knew her team 
had to get by host Pontiac 
Notre Dame Prep if it was 
going to win Saturday's Class B 
girls volleyball regional. 

The Blazers did just that, 
surviving a tough match with 
the Fighting Irish, 15-13,10-15, 
15-13, before routing Riverview 
for the championship, 15-1,15-
3, to earn its first regional title 
since 1998. 

"We came out flat the second 
game against Notre Dame 
Prep," said Craggs, whose team 
improved to 43-16 overall. "We 
got way down, but we were 
able to come back and gain 
momentum. 

"We knew that would be the 
finals match." 

Riverview ousted Royal Oak 
Dondero in the other semifinal, 
15-9,15-3, to earn the right to 

play the Blazers. 
Danielle Palasak, a 6-foot 

senior, was Ladywood's top hit-
ter on the day with 28 kills. 
Courtney Phillips, a 5-10 sen-
ior, added 14. 

Laura Schroeter, a 5-6 fresh-
man defensive specialist, 
served five aces and had a 
team-high 27 digs. Senior set-
ter Amy Szymanski also served 
five aces and had 54 assist-to-
kills. 

"Since we played in the 
Catholic League playoffs we've 
been emphasizing our passing 
to we're able to use our hitters 
in the middle," Craggs said. 
"Our younger kids have 
improved their game. We're 
playing three freshmen 
(including Schroeter, Lauren 
Boehmer and Erin 
Henneberger) 90 percent of 
the time." 

GAHftNS 

QUARTERFINALS 
THURSIMar. MARCH 1 8 $ 4 : 0 0 f c 7 : 3 0 PM 

SEMI-FINALS 
m i n o r , MARCH i 9 $ 4 : o o t 7 : s o m 

CHAMPIONSHIP O W 
SATURDAY, MARCH 20 

3RD PLACE GAME $ 3S30PM 
CHAMPIONSHIP CAME #7; 00 PM 

TICKETS ARE Sid. $22, $20, $14. $ 10. Tt Ck£ r S ARE. AV All ABLE ATTHE JOE LOUIS ARENA BOX 
o m c r , ah '<•»" m.:_ t i ckm c r M r a s i ' s a t D i M , ho< keytown a u t h e m k s in t r o y 

(\OSrRV>Cr< IIARCF ). CHARGF BY PHOVE A1 OR I OG OMTO 
COlltGtHOt KtWfTHFJOf.COM. F-OR GROt PIM ORMAliON (All VVIl. 

FAMJtY FOUR PACK RtCIS f̂t 4i 

Enter to win Detroit Red Wings Tickets 
Check Today's Classifieds Section 
to See How You Can Enter to Win! 

THE 

( D b s e r i r e r E c c e n t r i c 
NEWSPAPERS 

Livonia Churchill girls vol-
leyball coach Mark Grenier 
tried everything with the Class 
A regional title at stake. 

He called three timeouts, 
subbed in different players and 
looked for the right combina-
tion to stem the tide, but noth-
ing worked as he helplessly 
watched Chelsea's Megan Korc 
served 14 straight points to 
erase a 14-2 deficit in the first 
game of the match to give the 
host Bulldogs a 16-14 victory. 

Ironically, there were no run 
of points in the second game, 
but the damage had been done 
as Chelsea carried its momen-
tum into the second game and 
closed out the match with a 
15-13 triumph. 

Churchill, which upended 
Westland John Glenn in one 
semifinal, 15-9,15-2, ended its 
season at 50-8-2 overall. 
Chelsea, which ousted Livonia 
Stevenson in the other semifi-
nal, 15-9,15-5, moved into 
Tuesday's quarterfinal against 
Temperance Bedford with a 
41-14-2 mark. 

During Korc's string of 14, 
Churchill couldn't get a side-
out to save its life. 

"That hasn't happened too 
often, but it probably won't 
ever again if we go to rally 
scoring (next year)," said 
Grenier, who has coached 13 
years in the Churchill program 
with this being his first as var-
sity head coach. "We did not 
play well against John Glenn. 
It wasn't our day. And what a 
day not to be our day. But 
Chelsea played quite well. Give 
them credit. We played hard, 
but didn't put it together." 

Lindsay Tye, a 5-10 senior 

• The WaCo Wolves U-9 
travel baseball team will hold 
winter tryouts for the 2004 
season. The team will play 
about 50-60 games during the 
season plus a World Series. 

Call Bill Hardin at (734) 516-
3723. 

> i 
1 f 

headed to Ferris State; ^vas 
Chelsea's top attacker Mdth 10 
kills. \ / 

The Bulldogs also had five 
other players register kills in 
the second game to Churchill's 
three. 

With the score tie&at 13-all, 
Chelsea closed out the;match 
on a block by Lindsay Parker 
followed by an ace serve f rom 
Tye. j i 

"We got the momentum (in 
the first game) and rolled with 
that," Chelsea coach liaura 
Cleveland said. "That,-run was 
characteristic of our team to 
come back from way down. We 
did it against Adrian in the 
district. We didn't tighten up. 
Our leaders didn't panic and 
our setter stayed confident. 
With a win like that, it gives 
you more confidence going 
into the second round." 

Churchill's top hitter, junior 
Kelsey Mack, had seven kills in 
the second game, but only one 
in the first against Chelsea. . 
Senior Jacqui Gatt had five 
kills, while Jenna Kirby added 
four. 

Against Glenn, Churchill 
struggled in the opening game, 
trailing 8-7 before closing out 
the match as Mack had 10 kills 
and five aces. Gatt added eight 
kills, while Kirby finished with 
six. 

Setter Kristyna Archer fin-
ished 12 assists against Glenn 
and recorded 16 against 
Chelsea. (Gatt had a total of 18 
digs in the two matches.) 

Glenn, bowing out with a 
32-18-5 record, got four kills 
each from sophomore Jennifer 
Swartz and senior Caitlin 
Colwell. 

BASEBALL TRYOUTS 

• The Michigan Indians U-
14 travel baseball tryouts will 
be 2:30-3:30 p.m. on consecu-
tive Saturdays, March 20 and 
March 27, at Total Baseball in 
Wixom. Aaron Knieper, former 
pro player and full-time base-
ball instructor, will coach this 

"Blocking kept us in it the 
first game (vs. Churchill)," 
Glenn third-year coach Ron 
Ruppel said. "We went with a 
6-2 (lineup) to put a bigger 
block on Mack and Gatt. 
Because of the caliber of hit-
ters they have on the outside, 
it was going to be a quick 
death for us if we didn't try 
and block them. They made 
some hitting errors and it 
slowed them down a little bit." 

Glenn loses just two seniors, 
Colwell and Rebecca Oros. 

"We made some huge steps 
this year," Ruppel said. "We 
hadn't had a winning record in 
awhile. We're going to be excit-
ed around Glenn the next few 
years with the team of under-
classman we have." 

Stevenson (28-15-7) never 
got going against Chelsea in 
file first match of the day as 
Tye finished with 12 kills and 
6-foot senior Renee Johnson 
added seven. 

"It was a bad day for us, we 
were battling ourselves," 
Stevenson coach Kelly 
Graham said. "We lost the first 
seven points all on serve 
receive. We couldn't get any 
momentum. We tried and we 
didn't give up, we just had an 
off-night. I'm disappointed, 
but we stayed in it the best we 
could." 

Kaitlin Armstrong had five 
kills for the Spartans, who 
trailed 5-0 and 8-2 in the first 
game. Stevenson got to within 
7-5 in the second game, only to 
succumb to Chelsea's consis-
tent play, led by Tye. 

"On the strong side she (Tye) 
just crushed the ball," Graham 
said. 

team The team will play in the 
Michigan Superior League and 
six tournaments, with indoor * 
training at Total Baseball. ^ 
Please call in advance: Aaron 
Knieper, (248) 219-8205 or 
email him at 
arknieper@ aol.com. 

Visiting Nurse Association of Southeast Michigan 

M I N I A T U R E 
G O L F E V E N T 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004 
Detroit Athletic Club 

5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Featuring-

J a n i n a P a r r o t t J a c o b s 
Detroit Free Press Golf Columnist 

UPN-50/CBS-62 Golf Show 
"Breaking the Grass Ceiling" 

Janina is a multi-media consultant specializing in 
golf, business and women's issues. 

She is the host of a weekly half-hour specialty golf show, 
'Michigan Golf Weekly', debuting in June 2004 on the 

CBS-TV 62 affiliate in Detroit.' 

Net proceedsfrom this event will benefit VNA's maternal-child 

program, providing in-home visits for at-risk mothers and 

their newborn babies residing in the City of Detroit. 

VNA's 2004 Corporate Partners 

® b 0 c n » r S c c e n t d t 

www.hap.org 

For mote information, please contact VNA at (248) 967-9600 or at vnafriends@vna.org. 
information is also available at www.vna.org 

http://www.hometownHfe.com
http://www.KVBSA.com
http://www.hap.org
mailto:vnafriends@vna.org
http://www.vna.org
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Strong pitching gives Crusaders hope 
Officially, the season started for 

Madonna University's softball team on 
Feb. 27 with its spring tr ip to Fort Myers, 
Fla. Coach A1 White knew what he had — 
the nucleus of a solid team. 

However, he had to replace his pitch-
ing staff from a year ago. Jennifer Tenyer 
(16-8, 2.09 earned run average) and 
Sarah Golob (14-7,2.77 ERA) were both 
gone. 

That left a big question mark. "We had 
all our position players back," said White. 
"Our pitching was the question." 

By March 4, it was a question no 
longer. That's how successful Madonna's 
spring tr ip was. 

The Crusaders have played 18 games 
thus fa r this season. They have a 13-4-1 
record. Even better, their team ERA is 
2.94, opponents are batt ing a meager 
.229 against them, and they have surren-
dered 109 hits and 38 walks in 1251/3 
innings. 

The performances of junior Kelly 
Nilson and freshman Shannon Noder 
have made White a happy coach — one 
who believes this team could enjoy an 
extended season. 

Nilson is 8-2 with a 2.85 ERA; in 60 
innings, she's allowed 19 earned runs on 
55 hits and seven walks, with 51 strike-
outs. Noder is 3-2 with a 2.90 ERA; in 
4 0 1 / 3 innings, she's given up 13 earned 
runs on 35 hits and 20 walks, with 21 
strikeouts. 

"The biggest problem (with Noder) is 

The second t r ip of the season for 
Madonna University's softball squad 
was equally as successful — the 
Crusaders posted a 4-1 record in 
Portsmouth, Ohio last weekend, with a 
7-3 win over Notre Dame College 
Friday; an 11-9 victory over Urbana 
University and a 4-3 t r iumph over St. 
Vincent on Saturday; t h e n a split on 
Sunday, with a 7-6 loss to Spalding and 

tier walks," said White. "Once she gets 
that solved, she'll be fine." 

There's not much else for White to be 
overly concerned about. Last year, the 
Crusaders were 31-15, thanks to the solid 
every-day play of Krystle Shina (.391, 
three home runs, 36 runs batted in); Arin 
Fowler (.339, nine doubles, 21 RBI); 
Mary Warchuck (.338, three homers, 12 
RBI); Emily Cunningham (.314,14 RBI); 
Jamie Bobrowski (.292,10 doubles, six 
homers, 30 RBI); and Kathy Day (.262, 
28 runs scored, 16 RBI). 

They're all back, one reason the team 
batting average is .337. Bobrowski, a sen-
ior who plays right field, leads the way 
with a .387 average, four homers and 20 
RBI. Cunningham, a senior shortstop, is 
hitting .344 and leads the team with 18 
runs scored. Shina, a junior first baseman 
(from Farmington Mercy), is batting .328 
with a home run and 14 RBI. 

In fact, there doesn't appear to be a 
weak link offensively in the lineup. 
Warchuck, the junior left-fielder, is bat-
t ing .250 with eight RBI, and Day, the 
junior third baseman (from Livonia 
Ladywood), is hitting .259 with seven 
RBI. Then there's Crystal Little, the 
sophomore center fielder (from Wayne 
Memorial) who played sparingly last sea-
son bu t is making an impact this year 
with a .278 batting average and eight 
RBI. 

Arin Fowler, Madonna's senior catcher, 
has yet to make an error and is hitting 

.278 with four RBI. Only sophomore sec-
ond baseman Stacey Sexsmith (.139, 
three RBI) is not hitt ing particularly well. 

"If our pitching can give us a chance to 
win, if they can keep us in the game, then 
I think we have the hitters to get us a x 

win," said White. 
The Crusaders have proven that to be 

true. Only twice have they given up more 
than four runs in a game, and one of 
those they won by an 11-9 score (over 
Urbana University). They've been 
shutout once (2-0 by Mercyhurst) and 
been limited to two or fewer runs just 
two other times. 

"The difference between a good team 
and a great team isn't tha t much," said 
White. "It's jus t a matter of getting tha t 
big hit, making that key play when you 
need it." 

Is this team in that category? The con-
fidence is there: "The girls never think 
they can get beat. There's no (pitcher) 
they can't get to — that's the way they 
feel." 

If the pitching holds up, Madonna's 
defense is good enough and the hitting is 
potent. Which means it could be a long 
season for the Crusaders. Or as White 
explained: 

"We're hosting a high school tourna-
ment on this certain weekend, and I 
th ink I'm going to have to find someone 
to work it for me." 

Why? "Because we'll be going to 
(NAIA) Nationals in Alabama." 

gains 4 wins on road trip 
a 5-2 win over Shawnee State. 
M a d o n n a improved to 13-4-1 overall. In 
Sunday's win over Shawnee State, Kelly 
Nilson tossed a seven-hitter, allowing 
two earned r u n s and two walks, with 
seven strikeouts. Nilson was 4 - 0 for the 
weekend. 

Krystal Shina collected three hits and 
a r u n ba t ted in and Mary Warchuck 
had a hit and two RBI. 

The win came after the Crusaders 
blew a 6-0 lead in the bot tom of the 
seventh and lost to Spalding University, 
7-6. , 

Shannon Noder took the pitching 
loss, allowing seven runs (one earned) 
on eight hits and three walks; 

Shina had two hits and three RBI and 
Crystal Little ( from Wayne Memorial) 
had two hits and an RBI for Madonna . 

Consistency continues 
to evade Madonna 

Good start , not so good f in-
ish. 

M a d o n n a University's base-
ball t e a m opened the weekend 
with a promising 8-7 victory 
over hos t Spalding University 
last Friday in Lexington, Ky., 
t hen t h e Crusaders split a 
double-header with Ind iana 
Southeast on Saturday in New 
Albany, Ind., bringing the i r 
record to 11-8. 

Sunday, however, was no t so 
good. Two more games at 
Spalding resulted in a pair of 
one-run losses, 4 -3 and 6-5. 

M a d o n n a is now 11-10 over-
all; Spalding is 17-9, Ind iana 
Southeast is jus t 2-15. 

In Sunday's two losses, the 
Crusaders ' bullpen failed as 
leads were blown in the late 
innings. In the 4 -3 loss in the 
opener, Madonna led 3-1 
going into the bot tom of t h e 
sixth inning, but surrendered 
one run in the sixth and two 
more in t h e seventh. 

Doug Brooks started and 
took the loss for the 
Crusaders, allowing four 
earned runs on eight hits and 
a walk wi th three strikeouts in 
6 1 / 3 innings. Brooks was 
relieved by Kyle Fedorka wi th 
two on and one out in the sev-
enth. 

After intentionally walking 
Joey Vincent to load the bases, 
Fedorka h i t Jerimy Austin to 
br ing h o m e the tying run and 
surrendered the game-win-
ning single to Cory Turchan. 

Joe Greene had a two-run 
h o m e run for Madonna in the 
four th and Jason Barbeau got 
two hits. 

In the second game, 
Madonna led 5-3 going in to 
the bo t tom of the seventh 
thanks to a three-run rally in 
the t op half of the inning, b u t 

BASEBALL 

again let it slip away as 
Spalding got the game-win- ; 

ning r u n in the eighth on a U 
walk, a fielder's choice, a sacri- . ' 
fice b u n t and a wild pitch. 
Scott Miller took t h e loss in . - • • 
relief of Jeff Savage. r.i ?. 

Kevin Zerbo (Farmington <1-
Harrison) had two hi ts and > 
drove in three runs, and 'v 

Greene had another h o m e r u n t ; > 
for Madonna . -\o 

On Saturday, t h e Crusaders . • > 
lost 7-4 in their f i rs t game ;;-r 
against Indiana Southeas t 
before get t ing a 7-4 win in the; 
nightcap. Dan Duffey took t h e - j 
loss in the opener, al lowing ; 
six runs ( three earned) on five1. ,: : 
hi ts and one walk in th ree 
innings. Barbeau a n d Tony -;' ' •• 
Kern each had two h i t s to C 
lead t h e offense, Barbeau o r 
driving in a run. . • 

In Madonna 's 7-4 win, v r 
Adam Kline pi tched four 
shaky innings b u t m a n a g e d to, 
get the pi tching win, allowing 
four runs ( three ea rned) o n 
five hi ts a n d three walks. k.,:i 
Kern had two hits, a n d CI 
Greene and Preston Picard 
(Farmington) each h a d a h i t 
and two RBI. -< « 

M a d o n n a opened t h e week-
end with a n 8-7 win a t 
Spalding Friday. P icard had a 
solo h o m e r u n for t h e 
Crusaders , wi th Ju s t i n Fabiaft 
get t ing two hits a n d two RBI * K 
and Kellen Fry collecting a • !> 
two- run double . ;••:!" 

Derek Duf rane worked 6 ;;t 
2 / 3 innings, giving u p seven . 
runs (one earned) o n n ine hi ts «» 
and a walk, w^th t h r ee str ike- I 
outs, to ea rn the pi tching win^ J 
He is 3 -0 . V :*> 

SOFTBALL/BASEBALL LESSONS 
Total Baseball, 3 0 9 9 0 

Wixom Road, will offer pitch-
ing, hitting, and fielding les-
sons for ages 6-18. 

Lessons are by appoin tment 
only. T h e cost is $35 per half-
hour or $165 for five private 
lessons. 

Call 248-668-0166 or email 
totalbballwixom@aol.com or 
visit www.total-baseball.com 
for more information. 

Fri. March 19,9:00am-8:00pm • Sat. Mar 20,9:00am-4pm 

7' or 8' 
Pool Table 
Displays 

• J 9 9 

Kawon Avanti 
or 

World of Leisure 
Park Ave. 

1499 
08 

Comoare 

Brunswick 
Contender 
7 ' o r 8 ' 
$999 

Brunswick Q j 
Gibson 
Showpiece 

'2648 
FREE 

Matching Brunswick Rack with 
purchase of Showpiece Display 

Up to $900 Value 

b o 
Ingroimd Pool Kit Air Hockey 

KD Zodiac 

12' Rd • 16'Rd. • 20 'Rd. 

Your Choice 
Complete 

Sharkline 
15'x30' • 18'x33' 

12'x24' • 28' 
Choose Any One 

1499 Complete 

er wiina 
All Aluminu 

Classic Breeze Swim Poo 
40 Year Warranty, 

All Aluminum 18' 
Round Pool with Deck 

& Fence 
4 to sell 

Complete 

Saves $3000 

24' Esther Williams 
Classic with Super 
Deck, Walk around, 

Fence 

>5999 Complete 

Over $4000 Savings 

Patio Table & 

5 0 % O F F Patio Furniture] 
PLUS a FREE Chaise Lounger J 
With purchase of tab le and four chairs j 

Cannot be combined with any other offer Valid Sale days only 

Madison Hts. 
Warehouse 

32439 Indus t r ia l 
1 -877-FUN-ASAP 

x1955 ' 

/ 14 Mile Rd 

/ 1 3 Mile Rd 

1 * 
a 

ET =" 

a . & 

/ 1 3 Mile Rd 
E. Avis 

/ 
• Billiards 

All discounts from VSRP, Ali sales are final. Prior sales excluded. No other discounts apply. Sorry no rain checks or layaway. 
Some pictures may only be representative. Typographic, photographic and printing errors are subject to correction at store level. 

We're thinking fresh. 
n 7 * 5 ^ — j 

F irmer Jack and the Observer & Eccentric have tcamid up to bring you 
prizes ind qri at fun t hon you play our Hidden Words In the Haystack Ci 

mr»g» 
are 

won 
j i r 

All f e words ori bt be oundmorJer^o your entry lo be« 
comolf* ed oar*© including the entry blank ?nd naif it to us at 

F irmer Jack/O&E Hi/stack Confr st 
162 1 Schoolcraft Road 

Week 4 en hps must be received by March 26th for the Week 4 drawing toi 

Or c (1 j FII t Prut, of i S50 Farmer Jack Gift Card 

"TIP1!. i3) Runner Up Pftzub of a $25 Firmer J ick Gift Ca*ti 

All entries will be in contention for the grand prize of a 

S500 SHOPPING SPREE AT FARMER JACKl ' 

onteslri 
/m°st rule 

*k to qualify tor the weekly 
J W. M b ti V 

( O b s e t vet i C r r r o t r r r 
NEWSPAPERS 

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNTOIO 
...... . 

M • • • .mjkjtrwru•"•JT umrn m m » a r r s i • • • • • • • • • • 
HAYSTACK GAME 

W E E K 4 

MOVIES 
FROZEN FOODS 
REGISTERS 
PUZZLES 
MASTHEAD 
DIAPERS 
HEADLINES 
EDITORIAL 
PETS 
LETTUCE 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
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PLYMOUTH 
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Here's my entry form for the FARMER JACK/O&E Haystack Contest. 

Name Phone: 

Address .City. -Zip. 

How do you get your O&E? (Check One) 
Q Home Delivery • Vending Machine • Store • Share with a friend/neighbor • Mail subscription • Sample | 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:totalbballwixom@aol.com
http://www.total-baseball.com


48 K,V,6£,K OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC |Thursday, March 18,2004 www.hometownljfe.com 

jv »* VJ4! t ^ ' A \ » « i » »"%V • 1 * + » 

t 
m 

\ 

/ mtfuif 
* 

o i l s ! 

ODIGlJ" 

Place your FREE print ad , call 1 -800-487-2038 24 hours /7 days a week 

THERE ARE 
1-900-226-9950 

$2.19 PER MINUTE 
2.19 PER CALL CONNECT FEE 

18 years or older, 
charges w i l l appear on your 

month ly te lephone bll i 

GREAT WAYS TO RESPOND T d THESE ADS 
1-866-899-5644 

$2.49 PER MINUTE 
using your credit card 

you pay as you go, charges 
w i l l appear on your 
credit card statement 

1-800-487-2038 
use your credit card t o 
purchase tokens fo r as 

l i t t le as $ .34 per token or 
t o respond FREE t o ads <5> 

Call 1-900-226-9950 
S2.19 per minute, 

$2.19 per call connect fee 

LETS TALK 
Outgoing and fr iendly SWF, 19. 
5 '8" , fcrown hair, blue eyes, smok-
er. Enjoys animal?. r.Mf's th? out-
doors an:l l avs : r c i " . ' 
Looking tor a:i honest ano up-
front SWM, 40-51, with similar 
interests who has a get-up-and-gc 
attitude. Acl#:539780 

TOUCH OF CLASS 
Attractive, t r i t i fun. WO. N/S 
SWCF, 72, f rom Bioomfield. 
Looking forward to a companion-
ship wi th a S W M 72-75. who's a 
real gentlemen. A d * : 6 5 3 H 7 

YOU WILL LIKE ME 
SWF, 66, 5 '5" , blonde, medium 
build, f t in- lov ing artist. Seeking 
SWM, 60 plus, who wants to da 
things. Is talkative, humorous and 
loves to cuddle. !f interests call, no 
smokers. Ad<?:567287 

LIFELONG PARTNER 
Understanding, SWF. 5 1 . a little 
overweight , but very attractive. 
Wishes to most a rugged, hard-
work ing , . S W M , 40-55, for 
romance and ctoseness. 
Ad#:683258 

SMILE WITH M E 
SBF, 24. Seeking an intelligent, 
honest and t rustwor thy SM. 24-
35, who Is f inancially independent. 
Ad#:683165 

BROWN-EYED GAL 
I 'm a SWF, 48, 5 '4" , a medical 
professional, seeking a church-
going, N/S, good-humored, SWM, 
46-52, wi th no children at home, 
who loves laughter, the theater, 
people, and t ry ing new things. 
Ad#:683074 

BE^f lY BEST FRIEND Q j 

Very kind and caring, SWF, 46, 
5 ' 4 " , med ium bui ld, blue-eyed 
blonde. Enjoys traveling, casinos, 
f ish ing, archery and ant iques. 
Seeks an intellectual, SWM, 46-
60, for fun t imes. Ad# :5326 i7 

PATIENTLY WAITING FOR YOU 
SWF, 60, auburn hair, green eyes, 
professional. Enjoys travel, week-
end get-a-ways. camping, cud-
dling and mere. Seeking a SWM. 
57-70, v;no ib loving, hu-norous. 
N/S. N/D fun n:i '! ^ t f ^ r t i o rs i s 

BEAUI IFUL INSIDE & Mil 
SŴ  57. V4". l"Cf I"i!i;y ivjii. 
brown eyi-c Enjoy? movies. The-
ater. boating, S'.viiniM.ng, cooking 
and t ime witft family. Seeking a 
SWM, 55-79, who is ambitious, 
spir i tual , successfu l and fun . 
Ad#:473611 

ARE YOU THE ONE? 
SWF. 33, 5 '4" . very active, a pro-
fessional and hoping to meet an 
intelligent, professional, SWM. 32-
42, in Michigan, for a possible 
relationship. Ad#:680543 

ANXIOUSLY WAITING 
SWF, 60, 5'2", b rown hair, medi-
um bui ld. Wants to meet a SWM, 
55-70, who is tall, medium build, 
likes to go places, is affectionate 
and seeking a commi tment . 
Ad#:680347 

WHAT MORE DO YOU NEED? 

Pf, F, 45. 5 '4 " . 129 lbs., wi th 
blonde hair & blue eyes. Enjoys 
boat ing, camp ing , moto r cyc les 
arid jus! kicking back having fun. 
Looking for a SWM, 35-50, who is 
caring, faithful and likes having 
fun. Ad#:653751 

A11TTLE SPICE 
Retired, SWF, 62, enjoys dining 
out, dancing, traveling, or staying 
home (or a quiet evening. She's 
looking for a SWM, 58-64, to put 
some fun and excitement back into 
her life. Ad#:653750 

MOONLIT W A L K S . . . M 
Interested? Romantic, SWF, 59, 
5 '4" , 135 lbs,, brownish/red hair, 
Enjoys walks under the moonlight. 
Looking for a caring, romantic. 
SWM, under 65. Ad?:664097 

FOLLOW YOUR HEART 
SWF, 41, 5 '6" , 148 lbs., with one 
child. Looking for a tall, profes-
sional, SWM, 40 or oider, who 
enjoys the outdoors, sports, fami-
ly and children. Ai i#;664796 

LET-S BEGIN AS FRIENDS 
SBF. 22, college student, one 
daughter. Looking for an honest, 
caring, understanding, commu-
nicative, SM, 19-29. Ad#:G64474 

BE PART OF M Y TOMORROW 
Very average looking SWCF, 71, 
with blonde hair and blue eyes, is 
looking for a SWM, 66-74, to 
ehgro PC,mrk3P'nr!$l>!'} *'}X 
out. dat ing and so forth. 
Ad#:663597 

HOPES & DREAMS 
SWF, 2 5 , 4 ' 1 1 " , 150 lbs. with one 
child. Enjoys traveling Looking for 
a nice. SM, race and age unimpor-
tant, who's educated, employed 
and accepts the fact I have a cniiti. 
Ad* :663397 

THE MARRYING KIND 
SWF. 55, 5'4". 125 lbs., with red 
hair and green eyes. Enjoys danc-
ing. walking and sports. Looking 
for a marriage minded, educated 
SWM, 55-65, wi th a good sense of 
humor who l ikes having fun. 
Ad#:662734 

SEEKING NICE SENT 
SBF, 5 1 , 5 ' 5 " , good cook. Seeking 
acour teous SBM, 45-s9, 5'5"+ for 
fr iendship f irst and then see what 
happens. Ad#:662197 

ARE WE COMPATIBLE? 
WWF, 5 6 , 5 6 ' , 123 IBs., long hair, 
stays in shape. Enjoys gourmet 
cook ing & t ravel ing. Seeks a 
SWM, 55 -58 years old. 
Ad#:660575 

I ' L L BE WAITING 
Calm, laid-back SWF, 62 .5 '2 " , 110 
ibs.. blonde hair, blue eyes. Loves 
family activities, cooking, crochet-
ing, cu l tura l events and more. 
Seeks a kind, quiet SWM, 56+, who 
cares about other people, and 
loves animals. Ad#:567481 

DINNER & A MOVIE 
Responsible SWF, 51 years old, 
seeks non-smoking, non-drinking, 
SWM. 50-65, who's looking for 
companionship. Ad#:660427 

SOUTHERN BELLE 
>>w"" 'o-e--rth, SWF, 29. 5'5". 120 
lbs,, a pretty blonde. Loves danc-
ing, dining out, and t ime at home 
wi th a special someone. Wants to 
be spoiled by a SWM, 40-58, with 
no baggage, Ad#:660306 

THE KEY TO HER HEART 
SWF, 58, enjoys boating, reading, 
movies and dining out. She Is look-
ing for a N/S, SWM, 5'9" or taller, 
social dr inker ok with salt and pep-
per hair. If this sounds like you 
give her a call. Ad#:659790 

CALL & CHAT WITH ME 
SWF, 53, 5'3", weight proportion-
ate. Enjoys gardening, movies, fine 
dining, good conversation, plus 
more. Hopes to meet a SWM, 50-
60. Adi*:659405 

SEEKS FRIENDSHIP <$> 
SWF, 50, 5 7 ; weight proport ion-
ate, retired. Loves dancing, time at 
home, and people, Looking for a 
SWM, 47-60. Ad#:656997 

ONE IN A MILLION 
Professional, educated, DWF, 43, 
with one child. Enjoys movies, din-
ing out, swimming, bike riding, 
and more. Looking for an honest, 
sincere, SWM. 35-52, who's not 
into games, knows what they want 
and enjoys the outdoors. 
Ad#; 656858 

HUSBAND WANTED.. . 
SWF, 38, attractive, blonde, likes to 
cuddle, f ine arts/dining, movies, Is 
honest, caring, romantic, passion-
ate. N/S, not outdoor type. Seeks 
SWM, 35-55, 6'+, attractive, sta-
ble, serious relationship, passion 
for spending quality t ime, no 
sports/bar type Ad#:656162 

ROMANCE 
...Is just around the corner. I am 
5'2", wi th dark eyes and hair, 63, 
Looking to meet a tall gentleman, 
59-70, who likes dancing, cards, 
travel, and wants a long-term rela-
t ionship. Ad#:403303 

ALL OUR TOMORROWS 
DWF, 43. enjoys spending time 
with her children, reading, cooking 

• •= -- r• i• q f-.i i good 
' • v i e d SWW. 40-50 who's fur-, 
i ik;: , lo have c good t;me and likes 
'".hiid 'en Ad-i':656043 

END MY SEARCH! 
I'm an honest, dependable. SW 
Mom, 25, 5 ' 5 \ 105 lbs., smoker, 
wi th b rown hair & hazel eyes. 
Looking for a long-term relation-
ship wi th a tall, SW gentleman, 30-
50, who enjoys summer and winter 
activities, and has t ime for me. 
Ad#:655797 

WHY NOT CALL? 
SW Mom, 24 ,5 '6 " , 120 Ibs. Enjoys 
shopping, movies, etc. Seeks a 
SBM, 25-30, who enjoys going to 
church, and trying new things. 
Ad#:655731 

CONTACT ME 
Brown-eyed, SBF, 30 years old, 
mother of two. She enjoys movies, 
bowling, and is seeking a nice 
SBM, 21-40 , who loves kids. 
Ad* :654399 

CHAT 
SSF, 2 6 , 5 7 " , 115 lbs., wi th a great 
sense of humor and no children. 
Looking for a SM, 22-32, who Is 
good-looking. Ad*:654219 

RESPECTING EACH OTHER 
Full f igured, educated, SBF, 37, 
5 ' 1 . r \ no chi ldren, N/S, N/D. 
Enjoys watching sports on TV, 
reading, bowling and the simple 
things in life. Looking for an hon-
est, mature, SBM, 37-50, who's 
employed and has his own trans-
portation. Ad#:644676 

JUST THE GAL FOR YOU! 
Attractive, SWF, 61, 5'6". brown 
hair/eyes. Enjoys theater, travel, 
dining out and family. Looking for 
an honest, good-humored, SWM, 
55-68, N/S. Ad#:653249 

ARE YOU M Y SOULMATE? 
SWF, 44, N/S, social drinker, 5'6", 
140 lbs., blue-eyed blonde. 

. Interests are movies, bowling and 
dancing. She's looking for a sensi-
tive, financially secure, N/S, SM, 
35-60, whose children are grown, 
and who appreciates women. 
Ad* :641647 

FORMER MODEL 
SWF, 49, 5'6", with intelligence, 
creativity, and a passion for music 
and dancing. Seeking a man, 39-
49. to share these interests and 
inure, for a possible LTR. 
Ad#:538187 

JUST MOVED BACK 
Adorable SWF, 33 ,5 ' 5 " , 150 IDs., 
brown hair and light green eyes. 
Seeking a SWM, 35-47, who Is 
affect ionate and humourous, 
Ad#;644179 

ENJOYS LIFE 
SWf, 52, 5'4", red hair, brown 
eyes. Likes dining out. traveling, 
movies, r iding Hariey's in the sum-
mer and more. Seeking a SWM, 
45-59, who enjoys life. 
Ad £ 6 4 3 5 7 5 

SEEKS UNDERSTANDING MAN 
Caring, dependable, SWF, young-
looking 38, looking for a flexible, 
SWM, 30-50. Ad#:643379 

FRIENDS TO START 
Very busy, SWF, 38, enjoys 
movies, traveling, theater, comput-
ers and quiet times. Looking for a 
sincere, educated, employed, 
SWM, 30-50, who can be flexible, 
due to my busy schedule, and is 
interested in friendship to start, 
maybe more later. Ad#:643444 

HEART OF A POET 
SWF, 40, 5'5", wi th brown eyes, 
height/weight proport ionate. 
Enjoys fishing, camping, wr i t ing, 
photography, and more. Looking 
for a SM, under 50, who has simi-
lar interests. Ad#:643372 

THE COFFEE IS ON 
SWF, 57, natural blonde, blue eyes 
with grown children. Looking for a 
prompt, N/S, N/0, mature, SWM, 
57-80, who wou ld like to get 
together and talk over a cup of cof-
fee. Ad#:642834 

SEARCHING M 
SWF. 44, who loves the loud pipes, 
Harley's, also likes The Red 
Wing's. Seeking SWM, 45-55 . 
Ad#:501033 

LET'S LIVE 
51, WF, independent. I like movies, 
travel, d in ing out, dancing. 
Looking for SWM, 50-60, wi th 
same interests. No couch potatoes 
and if Interested give me a call, 
Thank You. Ad#:6 l6570 

WHAT 'S YOUR SIGN? M 
Witty, faithful, outgoing, SWF, 41, 
blue-eyed blonde, 5 ' 2 " . Loves 
roller coasters, computers, cards, 
racing, camping and f ish ing. 
Looking for a good-humored, 
open-minded, passionate, SM, 35-
55, who enjoys lite. Ad#:536207 

READY TO SETTLE DOWN 
SWF, 47, 5'2", attractive blonde, 
hazel eyes with a beautiful smile. 
Seeking a honest and caring SWM, 
40-52, who enjoys spending t ime 
with that special someone. 
Ad#:641159 

LETS SHARE LIFE TOGETHER 
SBF, weight proport ionate, 47, 
enjoys travel, weekend getaways, 
camping, movies, plays, d in ing 
In/out, romantic days, In search of 
a SCM, 45-65, faml ly-or lented, 
with similar interests. Ad#:640890 

SEEKING CHURCH-GOING MAN 
SBF, 22, enjoys going to church, 
Looking for a fun, respectable, 
clean-cut, SB gentleman, 18-30, 
N/S, N/D, who Is serious about a 
commit ted relat ionship. 
Ad#:640709 

LOOKING TO BE SPOILED.. . 
SBF, 27, mother of 3 boys. Seeking 
SWM, over 30, for a possible rela-
tionship. Ad#:640217 

TRY IT OUT 
SWF, 49, beautiful blonde, who is 
romantic, and sophist icated. 
Enjoys the bookstore, entertaining 
and cooking. Seeks a special 
SWM, to make her house a home. 
He should be intelligent, financial-
ly/emotionally secure, handsome, 
generous & marr iage- 'n inf ied. 
A(l*.64C 

For even more ads visit 

SIMPLE LIFE 
SWF,47.5 '4" . 110 !bs „ brown hair 
and green eyes. Enjoys sports, 
beach, golf, cooking, dancing, 
Seeking SWM, who Is outgoing, 
friendly, loyal and good hearted. 
Let's have fun and good t imes 
together. Ad#:640037 

LOVABLE SWEETIE 
SWF, 42,1 Enjoy life, family, cook-
ing, and movies. Seeking an SWM 
who Is honest, sincere. You must 
enjoys life and gdod conversa-
tions! Ad#:639222 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF AD 

I . , -, WF, 61, sort of cute, smart, 
spiritual & spirited. I am living wi th 
some health challenges, and am 
seeking a happy, honest, senior 

who's t ired of facing his 
alone & needs some 

ir, loving care. Great cook, 
writer, philosopher. Ad#:572333 

COMPLETE HONESTY A MUST 
I 'm a sincere, SBF, 21, with one 
son. I 'm searching for an ener-
getic, fun, honest, SBM who 
believes that honesty is the key to 
a strong relationship. Ad#:636745 

LIKE GOOD SURPRISES? 
SBF, 28, 5'11", big-boned, N/S, 
N/D. Enjoys bowling, movies, casi-
nos, travel and time wi th friends. 
Looking for an honest, personable, 
SM. Ad#:636602 

LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 
SBF, 31, 5 7 " , 145 lbs., l ight com-
plexion. Looking for a sweet, spon-
taneous. level-headed, good-look-
ing, SBM, 25-35. Ad#:636499 

LOOKING FOR HONESTY 
SWF, 58, 5'4", with green eyes. 
Enjoys the water and trying any-
thing once. In search of a tall 
SWM, 55-66, who Is honest, wi th a 
great sense of humor and similar 
interests. Ad#:636111 

LOOKING FOR FUN 
I 'm ready for fun & laughter! SBF, 
46, 6', a smoker, social drinker. I 
enjoy watching sports and travel-
ing. I'm searching for a SBM, 55-
70. who shares my interests, 
Ad#:S03750 

GOOD NATURED 
SBF, 47, 5'3", dark brown hair, 
outgoing, sincere ?nd fun - !oving 
Enjoys shopping, travel, dining, 
concerts, the outdoors, picnics and 
more. Seeking a SBM, 40-60, who 
is sincere, outgoing, fun-loving, 
family-oriented and is a kid at 
heart, Ad#:442747 

LOVE TO GIVE 
SWF, 27, 5'9", 145 Ibs, blonde 
hair, green eyes. She Is seeking a 
man who loves children, has a 
sense of humor, is honest and 
enjoys quiet t imes at home. 
Ad#:633192 

ARE WE ALIKE? M 
SWF, 50, wi th above average-
looks, good communicator, amus-
ing, loving soul mate. Seeking 
DWM, 45-60, clean-cut gentleman, 
looking for serious relationship, 
Ad*:482566 

http://www.observersinales.com 
I j j View a photo of this person 

Respond to this ad for FREE by calling 1-800-487-2038 
M View an expanded profile for this person online 

BE MY VALENTINE 
SWF, 60, with blonde hair and N/S. 
Looking for a N/S SWM, 60-77, 
who Is loving, posit ive, caring, • 
compassionate, emotionally/f inan-
cially secure and who loves life to 
the fullestl Ad#:612080 

ONE OF A KIND 
SWF, 48, attractive, intelligent, lov-
ing and dedicated. Seeking a SWM, 
45+, a N/S, who is sincere, intelli-
gent, humorous and honest, for a 
long-term, devoted relationship. 
Ad#:448774 

CARING & HONEST 
SWCF, 44, N/S, N/D, who enjoys 
camping, walking, the outdoors, 
fishing, my children and experienc-
ing new things. If you are a N/S, 
N/D, SWCM, 36-52, and are inter-
ested, call me and we' l l talk! 
Ad#:417121 

COULD IT BE YOU? 
WWWF, 59, grey hair, pleasant, 
loving and kind-hearted. Enjoys 
walking, jnov ies , music, the out-
doors and more. Seeking a SM, 
who for a f r iendship f i rst . 
Ad#:633531 

HONEST & CARING 
SWF, 42 ,5 ' , blonde hair, blue eyes, 
fr iendly and bubbly. Enjoys long 
drives, walks, movies, cuddl ing 
and much more. Seeking an hon-
est and car ing SM, 35-52. 
Ad#:619145 

FUN TO BE WITH 
Spontaneous and outgoing, SWF, 
70 ,5 ' 6 " , ash blonde hair and green 
eyes. Loves going to the movies, 
dinners, walking, nature and plays. 
Seeking a SWM, who is looking to 
have fun together and enjoy each 
other's company. Ad#:618321 

LET ME CARE FOR YOU 
Witty and funny SBF, 52, 5'2". 
Hobbies and Interests Include 
roller skating, bike riding, walks 
and other activit ies. Seeking a 
Christian, SBM, 18-60, to get to 
know better, Ad#:58 l57S 

CUTE BLONDE WIDOW 
I 'm 5', 105 lbs., 58, romantic, 
secure, SF seeking a nice-looking 
mate, 5 7 " to 6', sl im to medium 
build, who enjoys dancing, golf, 
live theater and good conversation. 
Macomb County. Ad#:403562 

EASY TO TALK TO! 
Single white male, 45, 6'2", 209 
lbs., muscular, athletic, b rown 
hair, blue eyes, clean-cut, degree, 
never married, no dependents, out-
going personality. Enjoys roller 
blading, working out, etc. Seeks a 
fr iendly, single female. Wayne 
County. Ad#:404066 

FUN LIFE 
SWM, 68, 6'1", 210 lbs., brown 
hair and eyes, active, easygoing 
and fun to be around. Seeking an 
affectionate SF, age unimportant, 
who is fun to be with! Ad*:683232 

SOAR WITH ME § 3 M 
I am a SWM, 61, pilot who enjoys 
sand and sun, beaches, wa rm 
weather, f lying, travel, etc. I would 
like to meet a SF, 4&-58, In the 
White Lake area. All calls returned. 
Ad#:481076 

END MY SEARCH 

DWM, 50,5 '10" , 180 lbs., smoker, 
in search of a nice-looking, good-
humored, SWF, 35-50, who enjoys 
sports, music, dancing, and t ry ing 
new things. Ad#:682841 
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m 
SHARE HER DREAMS 
Fun loving, SBF, 4 0 , 5 7 " , 175 lbs., 
social drinker, smoker, with chil-
dren. Searching for a smart, SBM, 
35-50 who lives alone and would 
like to get to know each other. 
Ad#:633509 

GET TO KNOW ME 
DWF, 30, smoker, w i th children, 
likes to go out and have fun, trying 
different th ings and the simple 
things in life. Looking for a sincere, 
honest, SWM, 25-35, who likes 
children and quiet t imes at home. 
Ad#:633086 

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS 
DWF, 30, 5 '5" , blonde hair, blue 
eyes, enjoys movies, dancing, din-
ing out and spending t ime with her 
children. Looking for an honest, 
sincere, SWM, 25-35 , to have 
some fun wi th , f o r f r iendship 
maybe more. Ad#:633034 

BLUE EYES 
SWF, 58, petite, blue eyes, profes-
sional. Looking for a SWM 50-64, 
who If fun-loving, enjoys traveling, 
dancing, and is look ing for a 
woman to share the good t imes! 
Ad#:629696 

WORDS CAN DESCRIBE... 
She is 36, milk chocolate com-
plexed, petite', curvaceous, and 
sweet as can be! Are you a tail, 
thick SBM, 28-45 who shares her 
passion for jazz, the theater and 
ready for her sparkling personali-
ty? You know what to do....leave a 
message! Ad#:629394 

GOOD MORALS 
This SWF 44, works in health care, 
and has long brown hair, blue 
eyes, and is open to new Interests. 
Looking for a S W M with good 
morals, who works afternoons, 39-
61 no children Ad#:623261 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 
SWF, 53 ,5 ' 1 " , wi th reddish/brown 
hair & dark brown eyes. Interests 
include bowling, dancing, cooking, 
movies and much more. Searching 
for a SWM, age not important, who 
has similar interests.-Ad#:418660 

KIND & LOVING HEART ( f ? 
Professional, attractive, SBF, 46. 
5'5", ful l f igured, hazel eyes. 
Looking for a professional, N/S, 
SM, 40-52, who's t rust worthy, out 
going and energetic. Ad#:621077 

GOOD-NATURED 
SWF, 55, 6'1", medium build, col-
lege graduate, non-smoker. Enjoys 
working out, theater, movies, walk-
ing and more. Seeking a SWM, 
6'3" plus, 53-62, w h o is wel l -
groomed and professional , f o r 
friendship first. Ad#:470261 

Call 1-900-226-9950 
$2.19 per minute, 

$2.19 per call connect fee 

A LONG KNIGHT @ 
Attractive, SWM, 51, 6', 180 lbs,, 
with brown hair, brown eyes and a 
wide variety of interests. Searching 
for a petite to average built, SF.-38-
54, race unimpor tant , who Is 
down-to-earth, sincere and honest. 
Ad#:419021 

UNIQUE & FASCINATING 
Self employed, DWCM, 55, 6'3", 
who enjoys the out doors, talks in 
front of the fireplace and traveling. 
Looking fo r a prudent SWCF, 43-
55, who's attractive, f i t and looking 
for a possible long term relation-
ship. Ad#:643411 

IN SEARCH OF LOVE H I 

S W / I , 52, w i th brown hair and a 
mustache. Enjoys dining out, the 
outdoors, etc. Looking for a SWF, 
40-53, who Is looking for a long-
te rm relat ionship. Flint area. 
Ad#:420370 

FAITHFUL & LOYAL 
SWM, 44, 6 ' t " , 175 lbs., wi th 
brown graying hair. Looking for a 
SWF, under 48, for quiet romantic 
t imes together, Ad#:686504 

EDUCATED PROFESSIONAL 
SWM, 45, 5 '8" , fit, l ight brown 
hair, blue eyes. Looking for a pas-

compassionate, profes-
SWF, 28-45. Oakland or 

Wayne County. Ad#:449863 

LOOK INTO MY EYES 
SBM, 3 1 , 6 V , 190 lbs., with black 
hair, green eyes and children not 
l iving at home. Enjoys dancing, 
walk ing, spo r t s and bowl ing. 
Looking for a SBF, 18-38, wi th a 
medium complexion, green eyes 
and no chi ldren. Ad#:685727 

THE SEARCH IS OVER 
SWM, 4 8 , 6 ' , 235 lbs., with blonde 
hair, smoker, N/D. Enjoys golf, Las 
Vegas and bike riding. Looking for 
a SWF, 35-48, who's honest, easy-
going, height to weight proport ion-
ate and easy on the eyes. 
Ad#:685692 

ATTENTION LADIES.. . 
SWM, 19, 6 '5" , 190 lbs., wi th and 
athletic bui ld, black hair and blue 
eyes. Looking for a SF, to have fun 
with, someone who's easy to talk 
to. Let's talk and see where it leads 
us. Ad#:685663 

TIRED OF BEING ALONE 
SWM, 49, hardworking, 5'8", 1.75 
Ibs. Seeking a SWF, 45-48, who is 
easygoing, intelligent and fit, for a 
long- term relationship in the 
Redford area only. No E-mails 
please I Ad#:406401 

I ' M WAITING 
SWM, 49, looks 39, knows how to 
treat a lady, someone who has a 
nice build and a pleasant personal-
ity. I am looking for a woman that 
is looking for a good man. Hope to 
hear from you as soon as possible. 
Redford area. Ad#:411537 

LOOKING FOR ELEGANCE 
Dashing, talented gentleman, 38, 
athletic, brown hair. If your fr iends 
say you are too skinny, I am 
already making t ime for you, slip 
into a dress, point your toes and 
click your heels. I'm your "James 
Bond" and that drives me wild. 
Ad#:680641 

STILL LOVE THE BEACH BOYS 
I 'm a sandy and athletic, SWM, 
5'11", 38, but look and feel much 
younger. Where is my surfer girl? 
If you are slender and slow mov-
ing, I will sweep you off your feet 
and sing to you every day and 
night. Ad#:680637 

A REAL GENTLEMAN 
Retired, educated, SWM, 60, 5'9", 
160 lbs., with blue eyes & dark 
hair. Enjoys bowling, long walks, 
dining out, dancing and romantic 
evenings. Looking for a SWF, 45-
60, who's active, for a long term 
pleasant relationship. Oakland 
county. Ad#:663655 

5 0 - S , WHITE MALE 
5 '11" , in his 50's, N/S, clean-cut. 
Likes long drives and gardeqing. 
Seeks a down-to-earth, neat lady, 
weight proportionate, age open. 
Genesse Countv. Phone responses 
only. Ad#:557006 

SERIOUS REPLIES ONLYI 
SWM, 30, 5'11", 180 Itis,, black 
hair, green eyes. Seeking a SF, 
under 45, who is adventurous and 
down-to-earth. Ad#:680479 

LIFE IS BETTER SHARED M 
White male, dentist, 6', 173 lbs., 
54, very successful and attractive. 
Seeking a white female, 38 to 53, 
5 '4" plus, slim, non-smoker, very 
attractive and physically fit, who 
loves fine dining, travel, cuddling 
and is seeking a best f r iend. 
Ad#:403950 

HOT-N-NOW 
SWM, 39,6 '5" , who likes concerts, 
dining, photography, rock and roll, 
sport ing events and hanging out 
w i th fr iends. Would like to meet a , 
sl im to medium build, SWF, 21-39, 
N/S. No baggage or druggies. 
Ad#:559315 

BREAK THE ICE 
SWM, 41, 6'4", with brown hair, 
blue eyes and 2 children. Interests 
Include boating, f ishing, camping, 
anything outdoors. Looking for a 
SF, 28-40, to spend t ime wi th and 
share special m o m e n t s wi th . 
Ad#:670674 

HELLO SUNSHINE 
Very attractive, SWM, 34, 6', 185 
lbs., wi th green eyes and brown 
hair. Looking for a SF, race and age 
unimportant, who's intelligent and 
knows a little about the world. 
Ad#:663154 

DEDICATED TO YOU 
Easygoing, SW Dad, 44 , 5'7", 180 
lbs., brown hair and blue eyes. He 
enjoys the outdoors, and Is seeking 
a trustworthy, honest, SWF, 38-44, 
who likes children, is emotionally 
stable and ' Church oriented. 
Ad#:519634 

SIMPLE REQUESTS 
SBM, 29. Seeking a SBF, age unim-
portant, children are ok. Must like 
music and going t o church. 
Ad#:662091 

HANDSOME & FIT 
I 'm a SBM, 24, 5'6", who enjoys 
bowling, sports, and more. Seeking 
a sweet, kind, fun- lov ing, nice-
looking SF, 18+, race and weight 
are not important. Ad#:661070 

HEY, YOU KNOW 

5S '̂8", 

Questions? Contact Customer Service • cal l 1*866*281 >2976. Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9a.m.*10p.m. EST or 
visit us online and click CONTACT US to send us an e*mail. Customer Service provided by DRMOC. 

M-Male, B-Black, El-East Indian, F-Female, C-Christian, W-White, A-Asian, S-Single, WW-Widowed, 
N/S-Non-Smoker, NA-Native American, H-Hispanic 

SBM, 27, l ight skinned, bald head, 
175 lbs., 6'3", like chil l ing at home 
and having fun. Looking for a SBF, 
20-35, who ' s a lot like me. 
Ad#:660932 

THE MOMENT IS NOW 
Retired, SWM, 64, 6 '4" , 230 Ibs, 
Enjoys outdoor activities; walking, 
golfing and traveling. Looking for a 
slim SWF, 63 or younger, who's 
personable, enjoys traveling and is 
interested in a long term relation-
ship. Ad#:660737 

LET'S GET TOGETHER 
This 23 year old, SWM, I s6 '2 " ,185 
lbs., has dark brown hair, dark 
brown eyes, a nice smile and an 
athletic build. He is looking for a 
SWF, age unimportant, for some 
fun and special t imes together. 
Ad#:660537 

SEIZE THE DAY ® f U 
Energetic SWM, 45, 5 '10", 170 
lbs., blonde hair, blue eyes, with 
varied interests, Seeking talented, 
fun SWF, 30-40, who likes the ou t - . 
doors. Ad#:481086 

THE LADY OF MY LIFE 
SWM, young looking 50, brown 
hair. 5 '8" . 165 Ibs . N/S. N/D 
rr>;oys thr outduors. movie'., 
.nusic. and time at home. Seeking a 
SWF, 35-50, who's honest, good 
nearted ano loves to cuddle, 
Ad#:659907 

THE PERFECT MAN 
Handsome, SBM, 35, 5 '10", 230 
Ibs. I'm nice, honest & respectful. I 
enjoy cars, sports, sightseeing, and 
life In general. I am ready to meet 
an attractive, sl im to medium-built , 
respectful, sincere, sweet & loving 
SF, who's marriage/famlly-mlnded. 
Ad#:561918 

WAITING.. . 
This SWM, 53,"5 '8" , wi th brown 
hair & blue eyes, is searching for 
an affectionate, SWF, 45-55, who 
likes traveling, long walks, movies, 
water sports, and doesn't smoke or 
drink. Ad#:658346 

WONDERFUL MAN 
SWM, 28, 5'5", brown hair/eyes, 
Loves t ime wi th family & friends. 
He's searching for an honest, car-
ing, fun-loving, SWF, 18-32, who 
loves children and goes to Church, 
Ad#:658741 

SEARCHING FOR YOU 
SWM, 46 ,5 '11 " , 190 lbs., has one 
grown child at home. Enjoys hunt-
ing, f ishing, karate & playing gui-
tar. Seeks a fun- lov ing , caring 
SWF, 40-50, with no hang ups or 
baggage. Ad#:658178 

BE MY MATE 
Fun-loving and active SWM, 53, 
enjoys working out and outdoor 
activit ies. Seeking a SWF, age 
unimportant, to spend his t ime 
with. Ad#:658141 

GOOD TIMES TO BE HAD 
SWM, 51, 170 Ibs. Enjoys sports 
and having fun. Wants to meet a 
like-minded, SF, 38-53. Kids OK. 
Ad#:658076 

LOOKING FOR FRIENDSHIP 
SWM, 38, 6', 190 lbs., physically 
challenged. Enjoys quiet t imes, 
movies & theater. Wishes to meet a 
quiet SWF, who is also physically 
challenged. Ad#:658041 

INTERESTED? 
Single, black male, 4 0 years old, 
seeking a single, black female, who 
wants to have fun. Ad#:657904 

SPONTANEOUS 
SBM, 42, 5'10", 155 Ibs, athletic 
build. I enjoy wri t ing music, fine 
dining, basketball, dancing, 
weightlift ing, etc. Seeking a SF, 24-
40, who shares my interests. 
Ad#:657700 

HAVE A ZEST FOR LIFE? 
S8M, 39, 5'11", 230 lbs., muscu-
lar, a smoker. Loves cooking and 
reading. He's searching for a SWF, 
30-55, who has strong opinions 
and can hold an intelligent conver-
sation. Ad#:657676 

NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE! 
Very attractive, handsome, SBM, 
25, 6 '1" , smoker and social 
drinker. Looking for a SF, who's 
financially and emotionally secure, 
passionate and has a sincere heart. 
Ad#:657275 

LOOKING.. . ( ? ) 
SBM, 27, ' look ing for a SBF, under 
45, ;wha is fun , intelligent, active, 
fun,- adventurous, and wi l l ing to t ry 
new -and dif ferent th ings. 
Ad#:S37501 

EASYGOING 
SWM, 49, 5 '10" , 195 lbs., w i th a 
long beard. Looking for a full-f ig-
ured SF,:over 18, who is energetic 
and: t rustworthy. Ad#:657092 

W A R M & LOVING 
Tail; SWM, 45, 6', 185 Ibs, wi th 
chi ldren, 'smoker. Enjoys camping, 
f ishing; the outdoors, having fun, 
cud f t i ng :& dancing. Looking for a 
SF. i a c e ^ age unimportant, who 
likes chi ldren, f o r a long term rela-
t ionship if the sparks are there. 
Ad#:656861 

KICK BACK! 
SBM, 25 , 6 ' 1 " , dark hair /eyes, 
smoker . Enjoys sports, bowl ing 
andlgoino to movies. Seeks a fun, 
energetic SF, 18-35. Ad#:656754 

ATHLETIC 
SWM. 45 years old, social drinker. 
Loves gol f , hockey, and the out-
doors. Looking for a SF, 36-55, 
Ad#:656573 

; -

WINTER HEAT, SUMMER TREAT 
Spontaneous, SBM, 50, Is seeking 
a SF, 28-40. who is fun-loving, 
attract ive, and t rus twor thy . 
Ad#;643089 

NO GAMES 
Positive, t u m o r o u s , SWM, young 
5 8 , . ' 5 i 1 " , 230 Ibs. Looking for a 
SWF, under 150 lbs., under 6' tail, 
who enjoys dining out, movies, 
dancing, cuddl ing, holding hands 
and hugging. Ad#:404689 

CARE & SHARE 
Poli te, s incere, warm-hear ted, 
easygoing, SWM, 61, enjoys win-
d o ^ shopping, walking and quiet 

at home. Looking for a 
SWF, 55-60, for a seri-

long- las t ing relat ionship, 
51735 

HARDWORKING 
SWM, 36, 6 * 1 1 8 0 lbs,, seeks a 
SWPF, 30-40, preferably a blue-
eyed blonde, who loves dogs and 
the country, Ad#:655417 

READY TO SETTLE DOWN 
SWM, 44, 5 '9 " , enjoys camping, 
f ishing, traveling and much more. 
Looking fo r a SWF, over 18, who 
has a great heart. Ad#:655098 

SHARE LIFE WITH ME 
SEIM, 23, green eyes, black hair. 
Enjoys movlas, dancing and bowl-
ing, Looking t o meet a smart and 
funny SE1F, 29-30, with no chil-
dren, Ad# :65465 l 

PICK UP THE PHONE 
Single, nice-looking, Asian male, 
31 years o ld , seeking a single 
female, age/race not impor tant . 
Ad#:653645 

HAVE DINNER WITH ME 
SW Dad, 28 ,5*10" . 210 lbs., brown 
hair, blue eyes. Would like to meet 
an honest, trust ing SWF, 21-27, 
who-likes, chi ldren. Ad#:654458 

WELL-ROUNDED 
SWIyl, 40, attractive, well-dressed 
and iweikbui l t . l ook ing for a SF, 
21-60,> who has similar qualities. 
Ad# f t37066 

L E T S 0 0 THIS 
SWM,' .25, 5 '10' , 130 lbs., with 
brown hair and eyes. Looking for a 
SBF,; under 35, who Is a N/S, N/O, 
with, no chi ldren, for good conver-
sa t ions . and possibly more . 
Ad#:654106 

TOUCH OF CLASS 
SWM. 45; 5 1 0 " , blonde hair, blue 
eyes: athlet ic build. Looking for a 
classy.SBF. who enjoys fine dining, 
quiet ' t imes and knows how to treat 
her man; Ad#:653838 

BRILLIANCE A T ITS BEST 
Th ls 'DWM, 4 9 , 5 ' 5 " , 165 lbs., wi th 
silver/grey hair, Is looking for a 
SWF? 40*45, who enjoys hockey, 
movies, and spending quality t ime 
wi th iher man. Ad#:652442 

JOIN M E 
SBM, 56 ; .6 '1 " , weight proport ion-
ate, mustache. Enjoys weight l i f t-
ing, ! ant iques, f ishing, boat ing, 
sports, cook outs and gardening. 
Looking fo r a SF, 45-60 . 
Ad#:653372 

LOOKING FOR A PARTY GIRL 
Good-looking, SBM, 27, 5'8", 195 
lbs., w i th a great smile. Looking for 
a cute, SBF, 21-26, height/weight 
proportionate. Ad#:653332 

SIMPLY M E 
SBM| 27, who enjoys spending 
t ime w i th people. I 'm seeking a 
SBF,: 1 9 : years old, or over, 
Ad#:652903 

SEEKING OTHER HALF 
Still learning, SWM, 65, into exer-
c is ing, .giDlf, card playing, and 
more. Looking fo r a N/S, SWF, 53-
63, who -Is romantic, wi th a similar 
interests .and a good sense of 
humor, Ad#:652862 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 
This-26. year o ld SWM, is looking 
for a SWF; 20-32, who wil l love h im 
and w o u l d like to be loved in 
return, Ad#:633337 

NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOEI 
Sexy, SBM, 33, 180 lbs., 6' bald. 
Looking for a sexy SF, 18-35, who 
wants to get together and have 
some f un wi th no strings attached. 
Ad#:643273 

CURVES IS A MUST 
SBMi 47, 6 T , 200 lbs., athletic 
build, black hair and mustache. 
Seeking, a SBF, 35-50, 5 '5" -6 ' , 
height/weight proportionate, wi th a 
great, smile and shining personali-
ty. Ad#:649016 

S ACTIVE 
SWM, 6 7 , 6 ' 2 " , with silver hair. In 
search o f a f i t SWF, 35-55, who Is 
outgo ing < and generous. 
Ad# :644 l48 

LET 'S MEET 
SWM, 52 , 'w i th a nice personality. 
Looking tor a SWF, over 18, for 
f r iendship and casual dating to 
start, Ad#:643893 

He's looking for an 
attractive woman 
3 8 - 4 0 years old. 

Bob decides to call 
1-800-487-2038 
lo respond io tills ad: 

WMWM 

HOW ABOUT IT? 
SWM, 49, enjoys footbal l and 
hockey. Looking for a sports-lov-
ing SWF. Let 's get together and . 
watch a game. Ad#:643629 

A LITTLE FREAKY 
SBM, 23, 6'2", 180 lbs., brown 
skin, dark hair, b rown eyes. 
Looking for a SBF, 18-41, for 
f r iendship, someone who can be a 
bit freaky like myself. Ad#:643499 . 

ROMANTIC WARRIOR 
SBM, 32, 5 '8" , 170 lbs., profes-
sional, financially, and emot ional - . 
ly stable. Enjoys movies, reading, < 
travel and much more. Seeking 
SWF, 20-36, who is down-to-
earth, open-minded, and commu-
nicative. Ad#:428347 

STARTING OVER 
Fun-loving, WWBM, 42, 5 '10", 
wi th four children, loves cooking, 
bowling, going out and spending 
t ime wi th that special someone. 
Looking for a SF, age and race 
unimportant , who's also fun-lov-
ing and has s imi lar interests. 
Ad#:642962 

BE THERE FOR ME 
SBM, 19, 6'5", l ight brown eyes, 
black hair, 200 Ibs. Seeking a 
SBF, 20+, to care for him and 
share t ime together. Ad#:642601 

LOVE THE OUTDOORS 
SWM, 57, 5 7 " , medium build. 
Loves the outdoors. Seeks a f i t 
lady, 45-57, for weekend activi-
t ies, possible romance. 
Shiawassee County. Ad#:403918 

IN THE SAME BOAT? 
Professional, DWM, 36, is looking 
for a SWF, 25-45, to hangout with 
and see where It goes and what 
develops, Ad#:641350 

The Publisher assumes no lia-
bi l i ty for t he content of, or 
replies to, any advert isement or 
vo ice greet ing. Such liability 
res ts exc lus ive ly wi th the 
advert iser or respondent. The 
adver t i ser and respondent 
agree to indemnify and hold 
this publication and 
Its emp loyees and 
h a r m l e s s f rom all costs, 
expenses, liabilities and dam-
ages result ing f rom or 
by th is publication or 
p laced by the advertiser or any 
reply to same. T h e advertisers 
and respondents agree that 
they a re at least 16 years old. 
Advert iser voice greetings will 
be rejected if they contain last 
names, phone numbers, any 
addresses , e-mai l addresses 
or explicit sexual language. You 
shou ld screen your responses 
carefully. First meet ings should 
be he ld in a public place. The 
use o f cord less or cel lular 
phones is discouraged. 
Copyr ight UltlMate 3/16/04 

Place your FREE word ad, call toll free 1-800-487-2038 
«FREE Print Ad * FREE Voice Greeting • FREE Message N o t i f i c a t i o n 
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PHOTO BY DONALD J. ALLEY 

John Mitchell played in 65 games for the Whalers and led them in both scoring with 82 points and assists 
with 54. 

WHALERS 
FROM PAGE 61 

ing. "Obviously he's a big part 
• of our power play," said 
Veliucci. "Other teams key on 
him and try and stop him." 

Kitchener has its own 
offensive threat in its defen-
sive ranks: Andre Benoit, 
who has scored 24 goals and 
assisted on 51 others for 75 
points. His plus-minus rat-
ing is plus-30. 

"He's one of the best offen-
sive defensemen in the 
league," said Veliucci. 

What the Rangers don't 
have is a proven goalie — 
a n d n i n e t imes ou t of 10. 
that ' s t he s ingle player w h o 
makes the biggest impact. 
The Whalers have the edge 
here with all-star goalie Paul 
Drew. He has playoff experi-
ence, he's played the big 
games before, and he ranked 
15th in the OHL among 
goalies in goals-against aver-
age at 2.93; he was tied for 
seventh in save percentage 
(.914), and he had a 22-17-3 
record. 

The Rangers counter with 

either Carlo DiRienzo or 
Brad Topping. Neither was 
ranked among the OHL's top 
20 goalies. DiRienzo got the 
most playing time (42 
games); he had a 3.27 goals-
against average and a .894 
save percentage, with an 18-
15-4 record. 

One thing worth noting 
about both team's goalies: 
Neither Drew nor DiRienzo 
had a shutout this season. 

If it does come down to a 
scoring fest, Kitchener has 
the advantage. The Rangers 
ranked third in the OHL in 
goals scored with 254; the 
Whalers were tied for sixth 
with 220. 

Nine players scored 38 or 
m o r e po in t s fo r K i t c h e n e r 
( P l y m o u t h h a d six), led by 
Michael Richards (36 goals, 
53 assists, 89 points), Petr 
Kanko (26 goals, 42 assists, 
68 points) and Nathan 
O'Nabigon (31 goals, 20 
assists, 51 points). 

Key players to watch for 
Plymouth are forwards John 
Vigilante (30 goals, 38 
assists, 68 points), Ryan 
Ramsay (29 goals, 48 assists, 
77 points), John Mitchell (28 
goals, 54 assists, 82 points) 

and Jonas Fiedler (18 goals, 
28 assists, 46 points). 

As for home ice advantage, 
well, it's true Kitchener has 
the upper hand there. The 
Rangers will host four games 
in the best-of-seven series; 
also, in their four meetings 
this season, each side won 
twice on their home ice. 
Plymouth prevailed 4-3 and 
7-4 at Compuware; 

Kitchener won 10-4 and 3-1 
at their arena. 

But, as Veliucci pointed 
out in last year's best-of-
seven series, "we won twice 
on their ice and they won 
twice on our ice." 

Convincing a team it can 
beat anyone in the playoffs 
af te r a med ioc re regular sea-
son is t h e m a r k of a good 
O H L coach. 

Peter DeBoer, who 
coached the Whalers before 
taking over at Kitchener two 
years ago, did just that last 
year when he guided the 
Rangers to the OHL title and 
captured the Memorial Cup. 

His team isn't as strong 
defensively this season, but 
don't count the Rangers out. 
In the playoffs, anything can 
happen. 

E D R E A 

It's 2 a.m. 
Ten minutes ago Jim went 
online to hometownfife.com and 
placed a classified ad for his * 
1985 convertible. 

Sell anytime online 
Here's a i l you do: 

• Access hotmtownfife.com 

M Click on "PLACE A N AD" 

• Then just follow the prompts. 
You ' l l preview your ad, choose 
your ad package, get total 
pricing and even pay in a secure 
environment. 

IT'S EASY, IT'S QUICK. IT'S EVEN FUN. 

Sell your car, your boat, bed-anything you want anytime 
you want on hometowniife.com 
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"I always wanted to coach 
college basketball," Henry said. 
"To me it's a dream come true. 

"Bernie's done a great job 
getting the right kind of kid 
over here. He got the program 
going in the right direction." 

If Holowicki started the 
process, it will be up to the 54-
year-old Henry to take it to the 
next level.1 Madonna has never 
enjoyed a winning season; its 
best record was in 2002-03, 
when it went 14-16. The 
Crusaders were 10-19 last sea-
son. ; 

"The most important thing is 
to continue what coach 
Holo>vicki did and develop 
young men," said Rizzo. "That's 
what attracted me to Chuck — 
he's that type of guy. 

"But we also want him to 

Hie annual Salem baseball 
Clinie will be in two sessions, 
the first on Saturday, March 27 
and the second on Saturday, 
April:3, both in the Salem 

take us to the next level. Bernie 
made us competitive at the 
conference level; now we want 
to be competitive at the nation-
al level." 

Although he's never coached 
collegiately, Henry is confident 
he can handle it. So is Rizzo. 

"As far as X's and O's, he's 
sound," the Madonna athletic 
director said. 

"The key at this level is 
recruiting. Chuck has so many 
contacts at the high-school 
level, and he's such a genuinely 
good guy. 

"He can handle it." 
Henry has certainly proven 

himself capable at the prep 
level. At Wayne, he posted a 
427-179 won-loss record, which 
included 11 league titles, seven 
district championships, three 
regional crowns, and two trips 
to.the Class A Final Four. 

"The first thing I'm doing is 
assessing the talent that's 
there," Henry said. "That starts 

BASEBALL CLINIC 
High School gym. Three hours 
of baseball instruction from 
the Salem varsity players and 
coaches, for players ages 7-15, 
is included. 

the process. The personnel dic-
tates the offensive game. 

"I'm a firm believer in man-
to-man defense." 

Henry knows the best way to 
improve the team is to upgrade 
the talent. He has already been 
evaluating what Madonna has; 
improving the level of play in 
the post area is the No. 1 need, 
Henry feels. 

Any players who can help, 
either at the junior college or 
high school level, will be con- I 
sidered. 

If all this means more work 
arouAd the court, Henry won't 
mind. "When the high school -
season used to come to an end " 
in March, I'd mope around the.. 
house for a couple of weeks 
until my wife got me to snap 
out of it," he said. "Now, with 
recruiting all the time, I can't 
do that. 

"There's no time off." 
And that makes Chuck 

Henry very happy. 

Lunch is provided as well; 
registration fee is $20. 

To reserve a spot or for more 
information, please call Ron 
Myers at (734) 459-4026. 

One Weekend - Two Shows 

COMPUTER 

19-20-21 
12-9 • SAT 10-9 • SUN 10-6 

SAVE UP TO 70% 
ON COMPUTER SOFTWARE, 

HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES 
NEW a USED • BUY! TRADE! SELL! 

FRIDAY is SET-UP DAY, NOT ALL DEALERS PARTICIPATE 

ANTIQUE 
I I W 

MARCH 19-20-21 
FRI 12-9 • SAT 10-9 • SUN 10-6 

ANTIQUES, SELECT 
COLLECTIBLES, 

FINE VINTAGE AND 
NOSTALGIA ITEMS 

Old & Rare Books, 
Victorian Period 

Furniture, Pattern 
Glass, Porcelain, 

Toys, Movie Items, 
China, Pottery, 

Primitives, Silver 
& Much More! 

Admission only 
$2.00 per carload! 

FRIDAY (12PM - 8PM) Sign Up; 
Decide what system to build; 

Purchase hardware. 
SATURDAY (Class from 1 PM - 8PM) 

SUNDAY (Class from 1 PM - 6PM) 
OTHER CLASSES AVAILABLE 

FOR M O R E INFORMATION, 
PLEASE C A L L 
248-486-9368 

TAYLOR 
15525 RACHO RD. 

(I-75, EXIT 36) 
734-287-2000 

G I B R A L T A R T R A D E . C O M CENTER. INC. 

FREE 
, .FRIDAY 
ADMISSION 

J With This Coupon ' 

^ FRIDAY, M A R C H 19TH ONLY 

SEYMOUR CASH IS A T IT A G A I N , 

"KOEUN" FROM W I N D S O R W O N . . . 

M I L L I O N 
ONE LUMP SUM! 

The progressive MEGABUCKS Jackpot is 

f already back to $1 EVSilHon, play 
to come! 

Kliow Your Limn, Play Within It! 1-888-230-3505 

Ontario Problem Gambling Helpline. 

•M.- • :1 v.-ns III ar]i: or older to cnltr. CopYfKiM I CI 3 

http://www.hometowhlife.com


B6 (PC) Observer & Eccentric j Thursday, March 18,2004 SWIMMING wwiv.twmetoicnlife.com 

• J!D£! 

Salem swimmers excel at state finals 
F^or Canton, it might have 

been better. 
For Livonia Stevenson, it 

probably should've been better. 
For Salem, the Division I 

State Swim Finals Saturday at 
University of Michigan could 
not have been much better. 

The season had not gone 
well for the Rocks. They lost 
dual meets to both Canton and 
Stevenson, then they saw their 
11-year reign as the top power 
in the Western Lakes Activities 
Association come to a close. 

All they had left for redemp-
tion was the state meet. But 
what could a team that fin-
ished fourth in its conference 
possibly hope to accomplish 
against the state's best swim-
mers? 

Plenty, as it turned out. 
Salem scored 43 points, more 
than any other WLAA team, 
and finished 14th in the team 
standings. Canton scored 14 
and tied for 31st. 

"We wanted to go to state 
and do the best we could," said 
Salem coach Chuck Olson. 
"And I thought we did. It was a 
pretty good effort for this 
group. 

"These guys sure did every-
thing they hoped they'd do at 
state." 

Leading the way for the 
Rocks was junior Nick Dixon, 

who scored in two individual 
events and was on two of 
Salem's three relays, all of 
which scored points. Dixon 
was targeting the 200-yard 
individual medley as the event 
he wanted to excel in, and he 
came through, placing fourth 
in 1:57.36. He did his best time 
of the season in Friday's pre-
liminaries: 1:56.99. 

"The IM was his main focus," 
said Olson. "He'd gone the 500 
(freestyle) as a freshman and a 
sophomore, and he was in the 
finals last year (in the 500). 
This year he thought he'd just 
like to try something different." 

So instead of the 500 free, 
Dixon chose the 100 back-
stroke as his second individual 
event. 

"We thought the backstroke 
would be good, he could go in 
there and give it a good 
attempt," said Olson. "It 
worked out. We were happy 
with his back — we were pretty 
pleased all the way around." 

With good reason. Dixon 
went 53.67 in the prelims in 
the 100 back, then finished 
seventh in the state in the 
finals in 53.85. 

He also scored points in the 
200 medley relay, combining 
with Matt Jurcak, Casey 
Johnson and Mike Higgs to 
place 12th in 1:42.61, and in 

• C-< 1 r - .. i 

t p b i n c j \ H p . ) u r n ® 
BATH and KITCHEN REMODELING 

• Licensed 
Master Plumber 

• Ceramic Tile 
Installed 

• Quality Materials 
and Workmanship 

r 
1 d FORD 

^1 E 
* ! MICHIGAN AVE. 

I 1-94 

E 
S 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Visit Our Full Kitchen and 

Bath Showroom 

(Same location since 1975) 
34224 Michigan Avenue 
Wayne, Michigan 48184 

(734) 722-4170 
O E O B 1 2 7 7 3 7 

CORRECTION 
A special advertising section, which ran Sunday, March 
14 misrepresented the 12th Annual Spring Boating Expo 
which will be at the Novi Expo Center on March 18-21, 
2004. Admission to the Spring Boating Expo is $8 for 
adults ($7 online at www.mbia.org) and Children under 
12 are free when accompanied by an adult. For more 
information call 800-224-3008 or visit www.mbia.org. 

They're waiting 
for your 
Summer's almost here! 
There's a boat ft a price 
just right lor you at the 
Spring Boating Expo«~ 

Plus, 
&more. 
rates 

under 

See 158 exhibitors with new 2003 & 2004 boats -
ski & fishing boats, small to mid-size runabouts, 
pontoons, personal watercraft, 
motors, trailers, dockage, 
Don't miss • Great prices, I 
• Discover Boating Center 
$260/month • Catch & Release Fishing at Kids' 
Trout Pond • Saity Dog & Willie T. Clown & more. 

Open: Thursday & Friday, 2 • 9pm; 
Saturday, 10am - 9pm; Sunday, 10am - 7pm, 
Tickets: Adult, S3; Children under 12, free w/adult 
SAVE SI - order tickets online at www.mbia.org 

ENTER TO WIN an $18,000 Boat/Motor/Trailer Package 

J g ^ F O U R W l N N S 

For more 
information calf 

800.224.3088 
or visit us online 
www.mbia.org 

12th Annual 

1 - 9 6 & N o v i R o a d March 18-21,2004 

the 400 free relay, teamming ' 
with Jurcak, Penn Chou and 
Higgs to finish 16th in 3:19.81. 

Salem's 200 freestyle relay of 
Higgs, Chou, Nick White and 
Jurcak also put points on the 
board, taking 15th in 1:31.22 
after clocking 1:30.80 in the 
prelims. 

Jurcak, who was part of all 
three relays, finished 26th in 
the 100 back in 57-33. 

Canton had several qualifiers: 
but only one scorer: Joe Le, 
who narrowly missed scoring 
in the 50 freestyle — he quali-
fied 17th, .02 out of the top 16 
— placed fifth in the 100 free 
in 48.05 (he went 47-99 in the 
prelims). 

Despite the lack of scorers, 
Chiefs' coach Ed Weber was 
hardly disappointed. 
"Everybody we had who quali-
fied moved up a spot or two," 

Salem's Nick Dixon finished fourth in the 200-yard individual medley and was seventh In the 100 backstroke at the 
Division One State Finals. 

he said. "They all swam faster, 
and you can't ask for more 
than that." 

In the Division II Swim 
. . Finals at Eastern Michigan 

Saturday, Plymouth's Andrew 
Knisely also placed 20th in the 
100 breaststroke in 1:03.44. 

The end result for Salem cer-
tainly met with Olson's 

approval. "Not that it was a 
bad season, by any means," he 
said. "But it was a bit different. 
They did what they could do. * 
Things proved out in the end." 

Ft r j. J 

THE NEXT GENERATION OF NEW CAR FINANCING 
Low up-front costs. More time to pay. With Flexbuy, you can get more 

than you might expect. See dealer for details. 

NO MILEAGE RESTRICTIONS 
Ford Credit will apply your Flexbuy $1,800 rebate 

toward the first 36 months of your 66 month 
purchase contract to reduce your monthly 

payment, which leaves extra money in 
your pocket. 

E L I G I B L E A / B D P L A N E M P L O 

FLEXBUY*1' 
AMP FAMILY MEMBERS 

STANDARD FINANCING 
' 'I, M 'Hi I >0 • ho Mat 

5 207 263 
(1) 2004 Taurus SE MSRP $20 ,890 .66 months with $1000 down excluding taxes, title and l icense 
fees a t 0.9% APR. $195 payment calculated when Flexbuy of $1,800 is applied to first 36 months. 

Renewal cash of $1,000 included. For Flexbuy, take new retail del ivery from dealer stock by 
03/31/04. Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for qualifications and complete details. (2) 36 
mbnths with $1,000 down excluding taxes, title and license fees. Includes security deposit and 

acquisit ion fee. Some payments higher, some lower. (3) 60 months with $1,000 down excluding 
taxes, title and license fees at 0% APR. Not all buyers wili qualify for Ford Credit Financing. 

All payments include $1,000 Ford Credit bonus cash. 

mm 

BRIARWOOD 

YPSILANTI 

FRIENDLY 
280G N; Telegraph, 734-243-6000 

MONROE 

HINES PARK 
96 at Mtlford'Rd. 248-437-6700 

LYON TWP. 

http://www.mbia.org
http://www.mbia.org
http://www.mbia.org
http://www.mbia.org
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Sting-Ray returns 
Baby boomers might 

remember the banana 
seat on their bicycles 
from the iate 1960s and 
1970s. 

Weli, it's 
back. 

Schwinn 
is partnering 
with Orange County 
Choppers to reintroduce 
the modern version of a 
classic - the Sting-Ray 
bicycle. The new bicycle 
is set to hit stores in 
April. 

Today's kids can enjoy 
a bike that stands out, 
just like their parents did 
at that age 30 years ago. 
It is a new product for 
today's 7- to 12-year-old 
children. 

"The Sting-Ray is an 
American Icon - a leg-
endary bicycle," said 
Greg Blake, Schwinn's 
director of new category 
development. "People 
kept asking us to bring it 
back, so we did, with an 
attitude. 

From the Wishbone 
kickstand to the mud 
stud fender, every 
part on the new Sting-
Ray was customized "to 
keep kids cruisin' in 
style." 

The original Sting-Ray 
was introduced in 1963 
during the muscle car 
craze and remained on 
the market until 1982. In 
1968, Schwinn sold 1 mil-
lion bikes. 

Prices for the new 
Sting,-Ray range between 
$169-$179 and it will be 
available at various retail 
locations. 

In 2001 Pacific Cycle, 
the nation's largest 
importer and distributor 
of bicycles, purchased 
Schwinn. Schwinn was 
originally founded in 
1895. 

Orders, please 
Monday, March 29, is 

the deadline to order 
trees and shrubs in the 
Oakland Conservation 
District's 2004 Tree and 
Shrub Seedling Sale. 

This year's selection 
has many native trees 
and shrubs. 

Orders may be 
picked up 1-5 p.m. Friday, 
April 23, and 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, April 24, 
at Springfield Oaks 
County Park in 
Davisburg. 

For a catalog and 
order form, caii the 
Oakland Conservation 
District at (248) 673-
4496 or e-mail Bob 
Mrozek at Bob-
Mrozek@mi.nacd n et.org. 

Relax here 
Today's bathroom 

should be a place to relax 
after a long day, put on 
your face for the day and 
take care of a multi tude 
of grooming and hygiene 
needs. 

But what design should 
you choose for your 
bathroom? 

Available at Home 
Depot, one popular 
English country design 
option is the Leighton 
ensemble from Kohler, 
which delivers the tradi-
tional styling that most 
homeowners prefer. For 
information, visit 
www.kohler.com. 

W R I G H T TO THE POINT 
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PHOTOS BY BALTHAZAR KORAB 

Frank Lloyd Wright designed geometric wooden tables and chairs, which allow for simple versatile changes inside the home of Melvin 

Maxwell Smith. 

Smith House unfolded architect's plans 
BY NORMAN PRADY 

CORRESPONDENT 

M e l v i n M a x w e l l a n d S a r a 
S m i t h w e r e D e t r o i t s c h o o l 
t e a c h e r s a n d s a i d t o b e o r d i -
na ry , everyday, m i d d l e - c l a s s 
A m e r i c a n s . 

A n d t h e y d r e a m e d t h e 
G r e a t A m e r i c a n D r e a m o f 
s o m e d a y o w n i n g t h e i r o w n 
h o m e . 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e r e 
w a s a m a n d r e a m i n g a b o u t 
h o u s e s t h a t o rd ina ry , e v e r y -

day, m i d d l e - c l a s s A m e r i c a n s 
c o u l d a f f o r d . H e w a s F r a n k 
L l o y d W r i g h t . 

USONIAN DESIGN 

W r i g h t e v e n h a d a n a m e 
f o r t h e s e h o u s e s t h a t h e w a s 
d e s i g n i n g : U s o n i a n , 

d e s c r i b e d a s "a m o d i f i e d 
a c r o n y m f o r ' U n i t e d S t a t e s o f 
N o r t h Amer ica , " ' a c c o r d i n g 
t o a r e p o r t b y D a v i d J a m e s o n 
of A r c h / T e c h G a l l e r y i n 
C h i c a g o . " T h a t ' U s o n i a n ' w a s 

a n a l l i t e ra t ive c o u s i n t o 
'Utopian ' c o u l d on ly e n h a n c e 
i ts m a r k e t i n g appeal . " 

T h e S m i t h s ' d r e a m a n d 
W r i g h t ' s d r e a m e v e n t u a l l y 
w o u l d f u s e o n a B l o o m f i e l d 
Hi l l s lo t o n Ponva l l ey R o a d 
n e a r L o n e P i n e a n d L a h s e r 
r o a d s . 

T h e r e , i n 1950 , w i t h 
W r i g h t ' s b l u e p r i n t s f o r t h e 
h o u s e h e a n d S a r a w o u l d call 
M y h a v e n a n d w i t h h i s o w n 

PLEASE SEE WRIGHT, C 3 

What: "Modest to Mansion: 
Frank Lloyd Wright in Detroit," 
offers an in-depth exploration 
of Frank Lloyd Wright's 
residences in the Detroit area, 
specifically Oakland and Wayne 
counties. Wright designed the 
Affleck and Smith houses in, 
Bloomfield Hills, Snowflake and 
Goddard houses in Plymouth 

and the Turkel House in Detroit. 
They show what can be attained 
through a homeowner and an 
architect's joint vision. 
The exhibit is open through 
April 4. 
Where: The Cranbrook Art 
Museum is located at 39221 
Woodward, Bloomfield Hills. 
Hours: The museum is open 

from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday-
Sunday. 
Admission: $6 adults; students 
13 and older and senior citizens 
$4; children 12 and younger, free. 
Other Wright houses in the 
metro area include two in 
Plymouth and one in Detroit. 
Read about them at 
www.cranbrook.edu/art. 

To find out 
more about 
the Frank Lloyd Wright 
exhibition "Modest to 
Mansion: Frank Ltoyd Wright 
in Detroit," caii the Cranbrook 
Art Museum office at (248) 645-
3323 for recorded information, 
or visit www.cranbrook.edu/ 
art/museum. 

The Smith House in 
Bloomfield Hills 
allowed for Wright 
to design a Usonian 
House - a home 
that was designed 
to be cost-effective 
and informal for the 
homeowners. 

MARKET PLACE 

Submissions 
Do you have a special i tem 

you'd like to showcase in 

Marketplace on the front of 

At Home? We'd like to 

feature it! 

Send a photo or slide of 

the piece, along with 

information, to: Ken 

Abramczyk, At Home editor, 

Observer & Eccentric 

Newspapers, 36251 

Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150. 

Leaning toward laminate 
Laminate countertops offer consumers a classic, 
upscale look without the negative side effects that 
come with other high-priced surfacing materials, 
says Wilsonart International, a leading laminate 
manufacturer. 

After the owner selects the pattern and edge treat-
ment, the contractor takes minutes to measure for 
the new top. After the new laminate countertop has 
been constructed, the old countertop can be 
removed and replaced in as quickly as one day, 
depending on the kitchen size and configuration and 
the backsplash material. 

Laminate countertops are built off-site, reducing 

the mess within the home. 
The average laminate countertop can be constructed and 
installed for iess than $1,000, according to Home Depot, which 
retails Wilsonart laminate. And Wilsonart's 200-plus patterns -
which include designs that replicate solid surface, granite, 
engineered stone, concrete, metallic looks and hardwood - pro-
vide consumers with a treasure trove of options. 

Shown here is Wilsonart's Smoky Topaz with a Kalahari Topaz 
backsplash^ The Topaz Collection consists of eight patterns 
that replicate engineered stone. 

For more information about Wilsonart products, call the cus-
tomer service hotline at (800) 433-3222, or visit 
www.wilsonart.com. 


