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 Appealing ideals

High schoof students
who have written essays,
based on any one of
Martin Luther King's
ideals, will be honored at
an annual King event
Jan. 19 at the Canton
Public Library. The con-
test deadline was
Tuesday. The essay con-
test is sponsored by
Canton's Human
Relations Commission in
conjunction with the
Canton Community
Foundation, Awards will
be given to the top three
essay writers.

Early Christmas

Canton Lions Club mem-
bers are thanking Sam's
Club on Ford Road at 1-275
for bringing an early
Christmas with a $1,000
donation that helps the
club support its charities,

Musical miniatures
2002 Plymouth

Symphony Youth Artist
Winner Zachary Shemon
will perform’in the -
Plymouth Symphony
Society's Orchestra
Canton presentation of
Musical Miniatures, con-
ducted by Nan Washburn
at 8 p.m. Jan. 17 at St.
Thomas A’ Becket
Catholic Church, 555 S.
Lilley. Before the concert,

‘guests wilf have the
chance to hear a special
preconcert chat featur-
ing Washburn, symphony
music director and con-
ductor, at 7:15 p.m.
Folowing the perform-
ance, guests are welcome
to mingle with the musi-

* cians at an afterglow
reception. Concert tick-
ets are $17 for aduits and

-$15 for senlor aduits.
School-age children,
kindergarten through
12th grade, are admitted
free to alf subscription

- congerts, Call the sym-

phony office for tickets

at (734) 451-212 or by
~email at plymouthsym-

phony®@aol.com

Made of steel

The Spotlight Players
will present Stee/
Magnolias by Robert
Harling Feb. 6-9 and 13-
15 at the Summit on the
" “Park, 46000 Summit
. Parkway. The dinner the-
‘ater is $30, which
includes family-style
southern cuisine and the
performance. Tickets
miast be purchased at
least 48 hours in
advance. Call (734) 394-
5460 for tickets or go
online at www.spotlight-
players.net

Serving the arts

- If you're interested in
the arts, Canton Leisure
Services needs you to
serve on a Cultural
Commission, which will
_serve as an advocate for
the arts, heritage and
‘' humanities of the Canton
community. f you're
interested, send a letter
of interest to Ann
Conklin, leisure services
director, at 46000

Summit Parkway, Canton,

48188 by Jan. 16.

With Canton's ever-growing
population, the township is
adding two new voting
precincts before the August pri-
mary elections.

Both precincts are being
added to the western portion of
the township, where develop-
ment has increased dramatical-
ly over the past few years.

And there may be more to
come. _

“It is very clear that shortly,
with the amount of growth

occurring on the western side of

the township, that more
precincts will have to be added

b

More people bring more precincts

ANTON

serue

wiew.hometownlife.com

to accommodate the growth,”
Township Clerk Terry Bennett
said. “There are about 6,000
more residential units in plan- -
ning somewhere in Canton.”
Precinct 8, which is currently
bounded by Joy, Beck, Hanford /
and Napier, is being split in half
to create a new precinct, No.
39. The new precinct will be
bounded by Ann Arbor/Joy
Road, Ridge, Hanford and

. Napier. The voting place will be

Plymouth High School just off
Beck Road. The remaining
Precinct 8 will continue to vote
at Resurrection Catholic

continue to vote at Dodson

Church.
Precinct 37, which is current-  Elementary School.
ly bounded by Cherry Hill Road Although the precinet bound-

to the north, Napier to the west
and the school district bound-

- ary line to the south and east, is

aries 'will not change, voters in
Precinct 35 will change voting
locations from Cherry Hill

also being split to form Precinct  United Methodist Church to
38. That will be bounded by the new Human Services
Napier to the west, Cherry Hill  Building at Cherry Hill and
to the north, Denton on the east Ridgeroads.

to Central Park then the school
district boundary line south and
west to the township border.
Voters in Precinct 38 will vote
at Cherry Hill United
Methodist Church, while those
remaining in District 37 will

Bennett said the church site
was a temporary one until the
Human Services Building was
completed.

Once the new precincts are
approved by the township
board of trustees, Bennett said,

marks Food

milestone.

Network
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the street indices that define the
addresses for the precincts have
to be sent to the state to be
included in the state voter reg-~-
istration file.

Once the state has entered
the information, it is returned
to Canton where it has to be
proofread to make sure the
information is correct.

When that is completed, new
voter registration cards will be
mailed to all voters inthe
affected precincts.

Bennett said she hopes the
new cards will be ready to mail
by March 1.

Canton.

Sons Blake, 67, and Derek, 3, enjoy their dad, Army Staff Sqt. Robert Ratliff of the Michigan National Guard, while e is home on leave in

Unexpecte‘d leave gives family Christmas gift

In this photo taken by resident Alfred Brock, is what
appears to be a tent, which reportedly was put up by a
homeless person. In a wooded area north of Ford
Road, the tent and other belongmqs were removed
this week by Canton police.

‘Homeless'
tent north of

Ford Road
removed again

For the second time since last summer,
Canton police have removed a tent and other
“housekeeping” iterns from a wooded area

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Janette Ratliff gota
belated Christmas gift —
her husband,

“It all happened pretty
quick,” she said. “In mid-

November, it looked like
he wouldn't get any leave.”
At 170-something on the
list to travel home from his
post in Saddam Hussein’s

Michigan National Guard,  which includes Blake, 6
was shocked when through  and Derek, 3. A nod comes
a series of scheduling from Blake when asked if
glitches, he was on hisway  heis glad to see hisdad
home to Canton — in time  after nine months,

hometown of Tikrit, Iraq,  for Christmas a day late. “P've spent most of my
Army Staff Sgt. Robert ' Better late than never
Ratliff, who i$ with the for the Ratliff family, PLEASE SEE SOI.DIER, Ad

just north of Ford Road and east of -275.
In July, Canton resident Alfred Brock, who
lives not far from the location, notified police
that he and his son were walking along the
bike path north of Ford when they noticed
what appeared to be a tent in some woods.
Police investigated and found what they
described as a “homeless Vietnam veteran” liv-

To Charlie, consider yourself

part of the Johnson family

The “family” in now 76, is the vice presx- And some of the regular
Johnson’s Family dent. customers are sort of Jike
Restaurant is more than “She still comes in occa-  family, too.
just part of the name, sionally and gives it a . Pictures of Jimmy

The eatery, which has white glove inspection,” Durante, Lucille Ball,
been in operation at Ford  Charlie said. “She’ll tell me  Laurel and Hardy and
and Lilley roads sincethe = what I'm missing and what  other old-time celebrities
early '80s, is a genuine I'm not.” .adorn the wails. Many of
family operation. - The restaurant’s 37 them were brought in by

Started by Leah employees include customers. Music albums
Johnson, the restaurantis  Charlie’s wife, daughter, and a photo of the
now run by her son, two sons, his sister-in-law Harmonicats are above the
Charlie. “and his brother-in-law’s

He’s the preéldent Leah wife.

' PLEASE SEE RESTAURANT, A8

Charile Johnson presuient of
Johnson's Family Restaurant on
Ford, has a story about the Three
Stooges mural in the background.

s

ing in the tent, which was on private property.
After questioning the man they determined
that he was not violating any laws other than
trespassing and told him to move on.
Township employees later destroyed the tent.
Canton Police Lt. Rob Cripe said they locat-
ed the man’s mother, who lives in Westland.
“He could have lived with her,

* Cripe said,

“but he said he’d rather live in a tent.”

Cripe said the man apparently received
some sort of government check.

“He was homeless by choice,” said Police
Detective Sgt. Todd Mutchler.

Last week, Brock and his son were again
walking along the bike path when they
noticed what appeared to be a different kind
of tent in the same area.

Police again investigated and found a tar-
paulin forming a makeshift tent over some
holes in the ground. They also found bags of
clothes and a propane heater.

- They did not find anyone in the area, but
confiscated the clothes and told the depart-
ment of public works to destroy the tent.
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Coaches needed to help with reaqu and wntmq

.BY JOANNE MM.!SZEVISKI
STAFF WRITER i
Linda Flanigan is looking for
a few good people who like to
help kids.

“We match volunteers with
middle school students who
need extra help with wi'iting,
reading and study skills,” said
Flanigan, program coordmator
for the Wilcox Learning Center
in Ann Arbor.

Flanigan has'12 Plymouth-
Canton students who are in
need'of adult volunteers or
coaches. “We try to work with
the kids on their study habits,
how to improve their reading
comprehension and expand
their vocabularies, and to

become better writers,”
Flanigan said.

“This is a last chance for
these students,” Flanigan con-
tinued.

“As a child goes'thrbugh
school they stop teaching read-
ing by the fourth grade.
Reading becomes a tool, not a
subject. If they are struggling
with reading comprehension in
middie school, high school will
be a struggle, They don’t
understand the structure of
language. For whatever reason,
these kids have fallen through
the eracks.”

Volunteers are asked to give
two hours a week. A good
coach is someone who wants to
help students in the middle

school age group, who is -
patient and has a positive atti-

- tude. Equally important is

someone who has the ability to
convinee these kids they can
succeed.

“Many times, these klds
believe they can’t do it,
Flanigan said.

She believes students in the
program - generally referred by

" educators - can be successful

readers and writers, with some
help. “These are not children

_ who are learning disabled, spe-

cial education students or who

‘have difficulty speakxng

English.”

Some coaches are former
teachers. But that’s not a

requirement. Most of the cur-
rent coaches have full-time
jobs. The current session in

which coaches are needed runs -

January through May. “I will
take as many coaches as I can
get,” Flanigan said.

Coaches are trained and pro-
vided with lessons plans. “You
can be working with students
by Jan. 20,” Flanigan said. To
volunteer call her at (734) 216-
1790, email her at linflani-
gan@comeast.net or pick up
an application at either the
Canton or Plymouth public
libraries.

imaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net
(134) 459-2700
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Did You Know?
W January's “Lunch and a Book™ dis-
cussion will be Nickel and Dimed by
Barbara Ehrenreich? Bring your lunch
and join in the conversatlon at noon
Jan. 8.
M The Centers for Disease Control

"and Prevention offer updated infor-

mation on Mad Cow Disease online at
www.cdc.gov?
W 1f your New Year's resolution
includes taking up a new hobby, why
not check out our newest special mul-
timedia collection on sewing? it's .
available online at’

@ THE LIBRARY

Www. cantonpl org/specnatc!sewmg ht
mk.
M Ninety-nine percent of U.S. publlc
schools have Internet access, up from
35 percent eight years ago?
Web Watch: Check out these new
web sites:
W www.earthcalendar.net
W www.northern-fights.no
W www.heaithatoz.com
New Adult Books
M “Brief Intervals of Horribte Sanity”
- Elizabeth Gold (nonfiction)
M “The Progress Paradox” - Gregg
Easterbrook (nonfiction}

UPDATE
Presented by
Physical '!herapy

Hands On Center For
HAVE A BALL!

Medicine bafls, also known as
plyoballs, are nothing new. The

improve dexteri‘ty.
The Greeks knew how to keep a

ancient Greeks used leather medi- body in shape - just look at the
cine balls. Today’s versions are made Venus de Milo! Have you made your

of polyurethane or vinyl and weigh
between two and thirty pounds.
| While athietes have fong used them
b1 to-train for sports, physical therapists
may introduce them for plyometric
exercise, which builds strength and
can improve muscle coordination
A and reaction time. Medicine balls
4y afso provide a good upperbody manual the
i workout when they are used to play niques such
i catch. Physical therapists may also triggerpoint
use much smaller hand therapy balls,
which provide resistance training for

take care of

clinic’s goal
ment of mo

New Year's resolution to be healthier,

yor body, and get in

shape? At HANDS ON CENTER FOR
PHYSICAL THERAPY, we're here to
assist you in your endeavor. Our

is functional improve-
toric and neurofogical

systems by means of application of

rapy; including tech
as myofasciaf release,
release, muscle energ

strain counter strain, cranial release,
and joint mobilizations. Please call

arms, hands, and fingers. They are 455-8370 for an appointment. We

useful for-alleviating such conditions are jocated a
as tennis ethow, They can also help

ease the discomfort of arthritis and easy access a

. FPS. To help relieve the pain of planlar fasciitis,
: de h ole of your foot.

t 650 South Main Street |

in downtown Plymouth and we offer

nd easy parking.
try rolling a golf ball §

W “Buried Diamonds” - Aprif Henry
(mystery) '
W “Suburban Sahibs” - S Mltra Kaita
(nenfiction)
B "Recipes for Easy Living” - Curtiss
Ann Matlock {fiction)

New Children's Books
M “You Bad Dog!" - Leslie Baker (pic-
ture book) ‘
W "Pilot Mom" - Kathleen Duble (pic-
ture book)
M “The Malted Falcon” - Bruce Hale
(fiction)

B “Ciever Lollipop™ - Dick King- Smlth

(fiction) ‘
n “A Box of Friends” - Pam Munoz
Ryan (picture book)

New CDs ,
W "Everything to Everyone” -
Barenaked Ladies
M “Right Here, Right Now” - David
Benoit

W “The Legacy, 1961-2002" - Glenn
Campbell
M “In Time: The Best of REM." - REM.
M "Room on Fire" - The Strokes

New Audio Books -
M “E Pluribus Unum” - Forrest
McDonald (nonfiction, cassette)

M “Stone Cold” - Robert B. Parker (fic-
t;on, cassette and CD)

W “The Hanged Man's Song" - John
Sandford (fiction, CD)

New CD-ROMs

M “Instant immersion Mandarin
Chinese”

W “Backyard Football 2004" {ages 7+)
@The Canton Public Library is com-
piled by Rebecca Baumgold, market-
ing and communications manager.
The library is at 1200 $. Canton Center.
For more information about fibrary

programs and services, call {734) 397-

0999 or visit www.cantonpl.org,

- ——

At Curves,
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S COP CALLS

A eSIdent of the 46000
. block of Ford Road told police

- someone stole several thou-

sand dollars worth of _]ewelry
from her home on Jan. 5.

The woman said she left her
home about 12:05 p.m. on Jan.
5 and returned less than two
hours later. Someone had
forced open the rear door of
the duplex and numerous
items of jewelry were missing.

THEFT FROM AUTO

A resident of the 4500 block
of Reston told police someone
broke into his locked Ford
Bronco between 11:30 p.m.
Jan. 4 and 8:30 a.m. Jan. 5. He
said the vehicle was parked on
the street in front of his house.
The thieves ripped a CD/radio
from the dash and also took-

“two CD holders and 24 CDs.

COMPRESSOR TAKEN

A worker at a construction
site in the 44000 block of
Michigan Avenue reported that
someone stole an air compres-
sor valued at $1,500 from a

" trailer sometime between 6 _
‘p.m, Dec. 23 and 9 a.m: Jan: 2 _;

~ on Joy Road reported to police:™ -

The locked trailer was bro-
ken into and the compressor
removed,

LAWN JOB

A resident of the 1900 block .
of North Liberty told police
that someone did a “lawn job” "
on his lawn sometime between '
1-8 a.m. Jan. 6. .

A car drove over the lawn :
causing damage and striking a -
tree. The resident said it was .-
the second such incident in a
week.

PURI.OINED CHOCOLATE

An employee of Farmer J ack

that a shopper loaded some  «~
items into a cart, then stuffed’
six packages or marshmallows -
and four packages of chocolate’;
into her purse. <

She paid for the items in the
cart but left the store without
paying for the concealed items. -

She was issued a ticket for
retail fraud.

: FOR THE RECORD o

“For the Record”
appears in every
edition of the
Observer &
Eccentric
Newspapers. This

_colurn soon will expand to include

births and district court proceeding,
Other obituaries can be found inside

~ today's paper. Look for Passages to

view paid obituaries.
Deaths

. B ‘

Bailey, Kenneth W., 88, formerly of
Franklin, died Dec. 23

Barkal, Sharon G., of Dearborn.
Heights, died Dec. 30

Barrett, Paul J., of Southﬁeld died
Jan. 1

Boyer, Rlchard Bennett 62, of
Westland, died Dec, 27

. E
Elston, Mary Jane, of Beverly Hills,
Idied Dec. 18
G

Godfrey, Robert A, 70, of
Farmington Hills, died Jan.2 -
H

Hartley, Imogene C., of Westland
died bec, 30 -

M
Markarian, Deborah Sue, 55,0f . ..
Wayne, died D_ec. 3

- -Beverly Hills, died Dec. 29

-Farmmqton E-mis died Dec 27
W

. Dec. 31 ;

Moore, Gordon E., 91, of Farmington, -
died Jan. 3
Moroney, Elsie H., of Rochester, d;ed
Dec. 30
N -
Newcomb, Jean D,, 90, died Dec. .-
23
Nieporte, Sandra Lee, of Westland :
died Jan. 5 ' : 5
P v
Pinnegar, Helen L, 82, of Westland :
died Dec 18

Reynoids Glenn R., 55, of Waterford,
died Dec. 27
Rosemont, Estefle T, 90, formerly of

.
Sincock, Dorothy L., 84, of
Plymouth, died Jan.1
Skogg, Norman G,, 77, formerly of
Redford, died Dec. 25 .
Sprague, Samuel E., of Beverly H1|Is, ;
died Dec, 31
Storck, Wiltiam £, 86, of Canton
died Dec. 30

T
Tankey, Rita Marie, of Livonia, dled
Dec. 27 e
Testasecea; Anthony, 88, of

Wells, !.ilham M 81, of Canton dled

Bring Comfort Home...\

From thage
to Vogue,
We've Got || |
It Covered!

Come experience the latest comfort
choices in unique, versatile fe’tb_xics
and durable leathers. Right now

you'll find our showroom filled
with plush sofas, sectionals,
sleepers, chairs, recliners and
accent chairs. So come in today
and experience comfort and style
that will make you take a seat!

| Discover Curves, a supportive community where
i women help each other reach their goals through
commonsense weight loss, a great thirty minute
workout and a lot of laughs. Call your local
Curves today for an appointment.

Get this free Curves
Designer Bag and 50%
off the service fee when
yoy join now.*

Curves

The power to amaze yourself.™

Now Winter Sale Priced!
and with
12 Months No Interest®

“Celebrating 70 Years”

Since 1933 [ k cr /B” Zc’[{bfr g

. - fine furniture

240 North Main Street ® PLYMOUTH e 734-459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 ¢ Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 * Sun 1-5

*Financing With Credit Approval
www.walkerbuzenberg.com

(734) 844-6741 (734) 414-0515
44248 Cherry Hill Road + CANTON 44717 Five Mile Road « PLYMOUTH

(248) 912-0077 (248) 668-9552
24281 Novi Road + NOVI 1138 E. W. Maple Road « WALLED LAKE

"Offer based on first visit enroliment, minfmum 12 month ¢.d. program. New members only. Valid only at participating locatlons.

QE0B177112

OEQ8177883
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Fana and George Bosidis have opened the Greek Flame Restaurant at the corner of Cherry Hill and Venoy Road. '

Husband works for wife at the restaurant

‘audition for the budding

-including attending concerts

George Bosidis may spend
time working at the new Greek
Flame Restaurant, but there is
no mistake about who is in
charge.

“This is my restaurant — the
other one (in Romulus) is his
and this one is mine,” his wife
Fana Bosidis said.

Early last month, the Canton
residents opened their new
restaurant at the northeast cor-
ner of Cherry Hill and Venoy in
Garden City. The building had
been vacant for about two
years since N arid N Coney
Island closed.

“My busband heard the
restaurant was for sale.

We looked at it and decided it

Ifstrings aré your thin the yoU’th
orchestra invites you to audition

BY JOANﬂE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER - -

- -

Lynne Ellen Kaiser encour-
ages parents to have their kids

Celebration Strings Youth
Orchestra. It’s chazlged her
family.

“All ofa sudden, it’s become

a passion,” Kaiser said, of
daughter Kelly’s interest in the
violin. )

- So much of an interest that
the 10-year-old orchestra
member has her family follow-
ing her to music festivals,

for a folk group she plays in.

“The orchestra was just a
natural extension of what she
wants to do,” Kaiser said. “It
has expanded her musically in
$0 many ways.”

Called a “hard-working
bunch of kids” by their conduc-
tor Lindsay Riemer, seven stu-
dents - including Kelly Kaiser
- are already the core of the
Celebration Strings Youth
Orchestra. .

But the orchestra needs
more young musicians. Of
immediate need are students
who play stringed instruments.
That’s the continuation of
phase one which will include
an audition for the orchestra
Jan. 10 at Evola Music in
Canton.

“There will be no sight read-
ing,” promised Riemer, who is
in particular need of viola and
cello players, with a secondary
need for bass players. Of the -

Betty Huanq plays bass in the buddmg Celebration Strings Youth 0rchestra,
part of the Plymouth Symphony.

was a good location, so we
went from there,” Fana Bosidis
sand

" Once the property was
acquired, the couple spent

10 months renovating the inte-

rior and exterior of the build-
ing.

- “We gutted the inside, so it’s
all new. We have new roof, -
parking lot and canopy,” Fana
Bosidis said.

“We were left only with the
walls and building structure. It
was a slow process, especially
when you are rushing to fin-
ish)”

“We would fix one thing
and then something else would
be wrong, George Bosidis
added. . Sy

Ma.rned nearly 29 years,
the couple has been in the
. restaurant business for 12
years.

Along with owning
Metro Coney Island, George
Bosidis is also partners with
his brother in-law in Nick’s Bar
and Grill, both located in
Romulus.

““Right now we're puttmg in
16- to 18-hour days. A restau-
rant takes a lot of hours, espe-
cially at the beginning,” Fana
Bosidis said.

“You work seven days a
week. I couldn’t even go shop-
ping for Christmas.”

Fana and George Bosuhs have opened the Greek Flame Restaurant at the cor-.

ner of Cherry Hifl and Venoy Road.

When it comes to owning a
restaurant, it helps to be a jack
of all trades.

“We do everything that
needs to be done,” she said.

Currently open 6 a.m. to 10
p.-m. daily, the Greek Flame
features breakfast anytime,
gyros, Greek salads and Coney
dogs. )

“The Coneys are espeaally
popular. We also have home-
cooked specials,” George’
Bosidis said.

“Once we get settled
with our employees, we'll

be open more hours.”

The response to the
restaurant has been very good,
Fana Bosidis said, as many
people were glad to see a new
business in the vacant build-
ing.

“P've never seen anythmg
like it. Customers have been

_ thanking us foropening,” she

said. -

“The city has been very help-
ful. We've been fortunate to
deal with such good people
from the city and our cus- -
tomers.”

Reward.

current seven orchestra mem- Sure, there are bigger
bers, six play violin and one the  orchestra kids could audition ment the students’ school
bass. for. The Kaisers love the orchestra. “This should

To audition for the new
orchestra, applications are
available at the Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra office,
(734) 451-2112, The audition
will consist of playing music
and a scale of the student’s
choice. Students should be
ages 9 to 15.

Kaiser says the audltlon is
nothing to be intimidated by. It
is simply the first step to a
great experience for young

_ musicians. “Kelly is so enthusi-
" astic about it and loves ’

Lindsay. She really puts a lot of

effort into it for the kids. She
gwes one-on-one _attentlon

‘Celebration Strings because it

is still growing - and each stu-
dent plays an important role.
“They get individual attention
and it is custemized to each
child’s level,” Kaiser said.
“Everyone’s contribution is

Jimportant. You're just not one

of many in the crowd.”

The second and third phases
of the building plan include
wind instruments and then
brass to complete a whole
orchestra, .

 “This is a string program and
we want to keep it that way,”
Riemer said.

The’ outh orcfzestra, Rlemerb .

_interested in learning howto’

' }mailszewskl@oe.homecomm net

s

said, is designed to comple-

absolutely complement their

school programs. I really need
them to do their own orchestra
for their development. It'sa

_ strong program and we wani

to keep it that way.”

Members of the youth -

orchestra pay $135 per semes-

R TR P S I N N

ter. “They are getting a tremen- .

dous amount of attention,”
Riemer said. In additionto
rehearsals, Riemer also works.
with the students 1nd1v1dua1]y
One student in particular is

conduct

g

“I wouldn’t trade
“these rates for anythmg
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Adjusts to Prime

%

APR

R T

TR EYTVEPSV N 9 Y w o

(Your child’s future.)

To celebrate The Leelanau School’s 75th Anniversary, we are pleased
to offer five academic scholarships for the 2004 /2005 academic year
to students entering grades 9, 10, and 11.

These scholarships are renewable annual!y as long as. the student
maintains a 3.25 grade point average and remalns in good social
standing at the School.

Leelanau’s focus is to admit average to above average students
wishing o pursue a rigorous college preparatory academic program
using our unique surroundings as an all inclusive, learning laboratory.

« specialization available in the sciences, writing, and horsemanship

» a 10:1 student/teacher ratio where individualized attention is
‘guaranteed

» strong college placement where students can prepare and
distinguish themselves at the coliege level

e a comprehensive academic curriculum that stimulates critical
thinking and inspires curiosity

And since 100% of graduating Leelanau seniors are accepted into
four-year colleges, you can start planning for your child’s future today!
Calt us for your Academic Scholarship Application or visit us on-line.
Application deadline is February 15, 2004. :

The Leelanau School
' One Old Homestead Road
Glen Arbor, Michigan 49636
231-334-5800 » Toll Free 800-533-5262
' www.leelanau.org

WALK IN one of our 950 locations | CALL 1-866-53LOANS | VISIT www.53.com
S PYFifth Third Bank
g8 JFitth Third Bank

Working Hard To Be The Only Bank Yow'll Ever Need?
Upon qualification. When opened, the introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is as low as 3.74% for the first three months. Beginning with the .
fourth morith, variable APR is as low as Prime + 0% and i currently 4.00% as of 01-01-04. Interest rates may vary and are indexed to the Prime Rate as
published on the last business day of the month in the Wall Stréet journal. Applicable interest rate varies depending on your credit qualifications and
foan to value ratio from a variable APR of Prime + 0% {currently 4.00% APR) to Prime + 4.50% (currently 8.50% APR), $5,000 initial craw required to
recelve introductory interest rate. The maximim APR will not exceed 25%, or the state usury ceifing, whichever is less. $65 annual fee waived for one
year. In Florida, documentary stamp tax and intangible taxes apply. The total cost of these fees will generally fange from $28 — $275, Contact your
nearest Bankirig Center for details. Terms and conditions subject to change without notice. No other discount applies. Consult tax advisor @
regarding deductibility of interest, Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are registered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC. o=
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PDFOE08177748
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Catfish
Fillet

per Ib.
in our Service
Seafood Case -

Tilapia
Fillet

“per 1b.
in our Service
Seafood Case

69¢

Pepsi-Cola

Products
assorted varieties

2 liter bottle
(plus deposit- limit 6)

Diet is low in carbs

2/93

. Spartan
Shredded
Cheese

assorted varieties
6-8oz

@ Less than 1 gram

in water
6 oz.

Great source of protein

Atkins
Endulge

Bars
assorted varieties
1.06 - 1.09 oz. ‘

Net 5 grams per slice Only 2 - 4 grams

We have hundreds of products
to fit your lifestyle. Look for
this symbol on our shelves to

help you identify products that

are lower in carbohydrates.

Shop online at www.buschs.com
Farmington Hills & Plymouth/Northville locations ¢ pick-up only

Proud to be Southeastern Michigan’s
largest independent grocery retailer.

| P
Sch S
Your Food Store

SOLDIER

FROM PAGE At

“leave ‘giving her a break,”

Ratliff said. “I've let her sleep
in the mornings. Janette has
been under the real stress.”

Unfortunately, the visit will
come to an end Saturday when
Ratliff is scheduled to return to
duty in Iraqg, where his job is to
provide communications sys-
tems for the military. He hopes
to be home for good by the end
of summer, if not before.

“I set up the phone hub that
is attached to the medical evac-
uation unit. It’s the 9-1-1 center
of Iraq,” said Ratliff, a master -
plumber who works with Local
190 in Ann Arbor. “We are
rated as having the highest
rates of data flow. We're proud
of that”

That Ratliff is in Iraq came
as no real surprise to his wife.
‘When they started getting
inklings he would be leaving,
the longtime reservist just
started getting ready for the
inevitable. “It was such a tense
couple of months. When they
did call, T didn’t want that call.
That was a hard day,” Janette
said.
The call cons1sted of report
tomorrow” and Ratliff was on
his way. He spent the first two
months in Kansas, followed by
time in Kuwait and finallyto
an airfield north of Tikrit. In—"
fact, Ratliff rolled July 4 into
Baghdad — appropriate timing
as far as he'is concerned.

“I went into panic mode,”
Janette said. “I thought, ‘Holy
cow! What am I going to do?’
But Iam highly practical and
realized I didn’t have a choice.”

She prepared Blake, who
ordered his mom not to men-
tion the word “daddy” to him
when they dropped Ratliff off-

Aiter nine mnths, the Ratliff family of Canton is togéthe’r again - until
Saturday - when Robert returns to Irag with the Michigan National Guard.
_ Robert and Janette are parents to Derek, 3% in foreqround and Blake, 8'/:.

was only 2 at the time. “Tam a
stay-at-home mom, so that
made it easier. I was used to
running the household” ‘
Tours of duty are not foreign
to Ratliff. He had been a
weapons specialist in the Naval

. Reserves for 16 years, head-

quartered 80 miles away at
Selfridge Air National Guard
base. He was also in the
SeeBees as part of a construc-
tion batallion. This tour is not
the first in the Middle East for
Ratliff. He was also part of
Desert Storm.

“I was the last in the group
to come home on the Theodore -
Roosevelt,” he said. “I was the
one wearing the white suit.”

Finally, he transferred to the
Michigan National Guard four
years ago to complete his 20
years of service. And that’s how
he ended up in Iraq this time.

“Tgot used to him being
gone in a hostile environment.
I just quit watching the news,”
Janette said.

When Hussein was captured
recently, Ratliff was only some
10-15 kilometers away. “I have

- been in his palace,” he said. ;

News of the dictator’s capture
brought rousing cheers from
his unit.

domg We are there for a pur-
pose;’ ’ Ratliff said, adding that

he is returning Saturday to fin-

ish his job. \
“It is so'alien,” Ratliff sald of
Iraq and its culture. “I have

seen architectural designs that- " :

are amazing and I have seen
people living in'mud huts.”

Not at any front lines, Ratliff
said he nonetheless can hear
explosions, mortar rounds and

small weapons fire. Outside the

gate where he is stationed in
Iraq, a suicide bomber literally
exploded not too long ago. -~
Ratliff could hear it, but didn’t
go to see it.

“All the Iraqi natlves I have
met are friendly,” he said.”
“They want what we want. To -

raise their families and make a.

living.”

Ratliff has been given the
opportunity to join other mili-
tary personnel on the Black

Hawks and get closer to actual -

fighting. He has declined.

“I have a wife and kids to
come home to,” he said.

“My years of volunteering for
that are in the past. I have a
job to do and then come

. -home.”

jmahszewskl@oe homecomm. net

$7.00 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
ISG.OO DAILY Matinees til Spm [ A RH:{3 3
& No Passes . JRULICIRIEA
Unlimited Free Drink & .25¢ Gorn Refills
MOVIE GUIDE

FREE
200z.DRINK
with §2.50 purchase
- of 460z, bag of buttary popoarn "

[ 1 e?‘mi in emz?‘ner at

Ford, east of Lilley, The proj-
ect, which includes a Panera
Bread, includes 12.54 acres.

B Dearborn Federal Credit
Union on the west side of
Canton Center, south of Ford,
includes 6,500 square feet on
three acres.

B Integrated Health /
Assoclates, north of Cherry

to start his tour of duty. Derek “We believe in what we are (734) 459-2700
8 MT |
CANTON DEVELOPMENT
The following is an update - PROJECTS UNDER Hill, east of Ridge. The project-
on commercial and residential ' includes 37,825 square féet on.
development under construc- CONSTRUCTION two acres.
tion in Canton. B B.A.P.S. Hindu Temple, on
The list also includes pro_]~ Commercial: the east side of Canton Center,
~ ects under review. B Emagine Theaters, south north of Geddes.
of Ford, east of Lotz. An 18- B Ford Quality Care Center -
. screen theater of 72,966 square’ - on the west side of Canton
feet on 16.1 acres next to Home  Center, south of Harford.
c A N T O N 6 Depot. ' B Beginner’s Inn Daycare -
B Willow Creek Retail PDD,  expansion on Canton Center, -
Ford Rd 1Mile W. of |:27§ on the former Builders north of Warren. The project - -
$5.50 Kids al shows FPRRIITHY Square/HQ area, north of includes 1,200 square feet on

two acres. .
B Michigan/Lotz Service

- Court, north of Michigan

Avenue, east of Lotz. The

Arby’s/Sunoco project is 4,900

square feet on 4.5 acres.

B Canton Auto Sales expan-
sion, north of Michigan
Avenue, east of Lotz on .78-'
acre. : ’

PSS

COMMUANITY HEALTH WORKSHOP ,

The Five Secrets to

LEARN:
o [Why dlels don’t work

. Wh/ eating fat doesn 't make
you fa

Permanent Weigh{ Loss

» What hormone is out of control

in your hody.

* How to reduce your chance of

breast cancer by 7

» How to regain your energy and vitality.

Based on the best-selling books
Sugar Busters, The Zone Dlet and The South Beach Diet |

This FREE worlshop will be helu

Thursday, Jan.

15th at 7 pm

Plymouth Library
223 S. Main
Pleae call 734—!46-2411 10 reserve youy seat.

‘ Sponsored by the Doctor's Speakers Bureay. Guest Speaker: Dr. Alaxnder Tornko, . c.

e % -
Disney Month Savings!
There’s never been a better time to book your Disney vacation than right

now...only at AAA Travel! We book more Disney than any other travel agency
it Michigan ...giving you the very best value in a Disney vacation.

Wwww.aaa.com

Walt Disney World Disney Cruise Line
3-ntrfr  Ages10-17  Ages3-9 7-nt W. Caribbean or 7-nt Land/Sea
* * *
336" $232° 3186 tr. $899 aurt
per adult
« Includes $25 Disney Dollars** ¢ Includes shiphoard credit up to
* %
* Exclusive AAA Vacations Diamond $o enirfzzog and free soft AAA Travel/Canton
* Souv U,
Card benefits drink refills on the ship '2? 217 N. Canton Cen te'
; | p . 734-844-0146
" The memories will last forever, but this (e) af g
special offers won’t. Contact us today isnEpWorld.Resort  Open Weekdays N
for reservations or details. 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
* Based on double ocoupancy at a Disney Valde Resort, valid most pights between 8/29/04-9/29/04 and
10/31/04-12/19/04. Offer doss nof apply to group or other discounted rates. Disney Cruise Line price per
person, based on double occupancy. Other sestrictions apply: ** New bookings made by 2/10/04 for
selected 7-night sailings in 2004. Other discotnts do not apply. Onboard credit is per stateroom. Must be
booked through ARA Travel. Other restrictions apply. - Travel —

Travel With Someoné, You, Tt
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- Community Financial
recently presented a check for
$1,500 to the Plymouth-Canton
Educatiohal Excellence
Foundation. The funds will be

* used to support the Foundation’s
“Classroom Library Fund?”

- The donation resulted from
the credit union’s annual .
Community Shares program to
benefit educational programs
in Michigan. The Plymouth-
Canton Educational Excellence
Foundation is one of eight
recipients that will receive a
total of $5,200 from the credit
union’s program this year.
“Our goal for the Classroom

Schoolcraft
head to
speak at
celebration

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

For the past several years,
third-grade students at Tonda
Elementary in Canton |
Township have sharéd a part-
nership with students at Harms
Elementary in Detroit, meeting
at Focus: HOPE to learn about
each other and celebrate com-
monalities and differences.

So, it was a no-brainer when
Tonda Principal George
Belvitch suggested to
Superintendent Jim Ryan this
year’s Dr, Martin Luther King
Holiday Celebration luncheon
on Jan. 19 be held at his school.

“Our school is conscious of
diversity and the issues, and -

'/ Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is

one of those days to recognize
that,” said Belvitch. “We need
to reach out to each other more
and more, and the school dis-
trict is the place to take the
leadershlp role in that direc-
tion”

Belvitch, who has been prin-
cipal at Tonda since it opened
10 years ago, said the school
has gone from “one of a pre-
dominately Caucasian popula-
tion to one that's changed to
include many different cul~
tures”

“It adds a lot; more 1deas,
more ways to look at things,” he
said. “It’s a good thing for
everyone.”

The third-annual event will
feature Dr. Conway Jeffress,
president of Schoolcraft
College, as the main speaker.
He'll discuss living through the
1960s and his views on Dr.
King’s work; his career at
Schoolcraft College; and the
partnership between
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools and Schoolcraft.

There is no school on Jan. 19
for students, but teachers will

have workshops in their school

buildings. In the past, the dis-
trict held nearly 150 separate
workshops at Salem High - .
School for educators.

“That was one of the victims
of the $3.6 million in cuts to
lower the deficit for this year,”
said Ryan. “We used to budget
$10,000 for that, but we just
can'’t afford to do it this year”

The luncheon is open to 200
people on a first come-first
served basis. Tickets, which
cost $10 each, can be obtained
by calling (734) 416-3154.

tbruscato@oe‘.homecomm:net !
(734) 459-2700

s
THINKIN

8919'MIDDLE L
\ G919 MID L VONIA
1poo's OF TOYS,

TOY
SALE
SAVE 15%

EVERY ITEM UNDER $50

" ORONANY @ ITEMS
Plus...Other Bargains Up To 40% Off

School foundation

Library Fund is to raise $100
for 100 books per classroom in
the Plymouth-Canton district,”
said the foundation’s Executive
Director Carole Kody.
“Community Financial is-an
annual supporter and is help-
ing us get that much closer to
our total goal of $100,000”
Community Financial CEO
Roger Ballard made the check
presentation to Kody at
Plymouth High School, where the
student credit union is located.
“At Community Financial we
are passioriate about increas-
ing financial literacy so that
children will be better pre-

enefits from grant

pared to avoid financial pitfalls
as they enter adulthood,” said
Ballard. “Contributing to edu-~
cational programs and operat-
ing student credit unions in
the communities we serve
helps to provide a solid foun-
dation for financial literacy”

In addition to Plymouth
High School, Community
Financial operates 16 other
student credit unions located
in elementary, middle schools
and high schools in Michigan.

Since the Community Shares .
program began in 2000, more
than $20,400 has been con-
tributed to educational pro-

grams in communities served
by Community Financial.
Other recipients include the -
Northville Education
Foundation, Novi Education
Foundation and Mlchlgan
community schools in Gaylord,
Hillman, Atlanta and
Lewiston. Headquartered in
Plymouth, Mich., membership
in Community Financial, (for- -
‘merly known as Community
Federal) is open to anyone who
lives, works, worships, volun-~
teers or attends school in
Plymouth, Canton, Northville, -
Novi, Alpena; Otsego and
Montmorency.

b :

Educational Excellence Foundation are (from feft): Plymouth High School
Student Credit Union votunteers Laila Papp, Chris Holmes, and Jilfian Thomas, -
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Superintendent Jim Ryan, Foundation
Executive Director Carole Kody and Community Financial CEQ Roger Batlard.

In-Stock ltems - Some Exclstions - Ends 1/2403
E The Dol Hosptal & Toy Soldier Shop
W12 L e Budkley « 248.543 &
Nen-wed. i s Sat 10-5 30+ Thurs 10-8:30

extra 50% off
Already-reduced ladies’ boots and shoes.
Orig. 49.00-285.00, now 14.99-84.99. w womes sHoes.

9.99 selected kids’ clearance apparel.

Orig. 18.00-30.00. i cHiLDREN'S, SELECTION VARIES BY STORE.

1 4..9 Seiected en’s Ithe

leather jackets. Orig. 395.00. wwens.

4.99-19.99 yunior 6reen Dot

clearance merchandise. Orig. 16.00-98.00.

IN JUNIORS'.

Clini‘que Free 8-piece gift with any

'19.50 or more Clinigue purchase. m cosvercs.

ONE PER CUSTOMER, PLEASE, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

e sportswear

o (resses

IN DRESSES.

ext ra
0% off

Green Dot Clearance

Orig. 20.00-260.00, now 4.99-64.99.

IN LADIES’ SPORTSWEAR, PETITES AND PARISIAN WOMA

Orig. 78.00-158.00, now 19.50-39.50.

1 99 99 Sport coats from Blll Blass

and others. Orig. 250.00-495.00. w wexs.

SAVE EVEN MORE
WITH YOUR COUPON

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

S¥44218030409

“Joining in accepting Community Financial's donation to the Plymouth-Canton .

T

THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS (248) 276-6705 open Thurs. 10-9, Speclalinventory Hours Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-9, Sun. 12-6 and

LAUREL PARK PLACE (734) 953-7500 open Thurs.-Sat. 10-9, Special Inventory Hours Sun. 12-5.

LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH R ‘)A DAl ] SIX MILF R(“"'\
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Be a qood neighbor,

shovel your snow

We were prepared with our shovels and blowers on call
for the first real blast of winter weather Sunday, but man-
aged to dodge the bullet. There were no snow emergen-
cies, no school closings, but there still was snow to shovel.

There are residents who made sure their walks were
clear Monday morning for children headed back to school
and for postal carriers to make their deliveries, and there
were those who chose to'shirk their respons1b1hty

* Shoveling snow is a given in Michigan in the winter,
and keeping your walkways clear should be, too.
Homeowners and businesses who leave their wa}ks
unshoveled are like the bad apple in the proverbial
bushel. They create hazards for pedestrians, especially in
heavy snowfalls.

Some communities issue tickets to residents who don’t

clear their walks within 24 hours of a snowstorm. It’s sad

that local government must take such action to get people
to do the right thing. But then if we all did the right thing
. we wouldn’t need so many laws.

Kudos to those residents and busmesses who cleared
their walks. You've proven to be good neighbors to your
community.

We studyschools

Two years ago today, President George W. Bush signed

into law the No Child Left Behind initiative, designed to

set standards for America’s students through expanded

testing and tougher standards for teachers.
’ - Though the law won bipartisan support, it is now draw-
ing criticism from Democrats and some Republicans for
what they say is a lack of adequate funding and fairness.
The debate sets the stage for education to be a major
issue in this year’s presidential, congressional and state
legislature races.

Education has always been an important issue for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. We have long focused
‘on what goes on in local schools and at local school
boards. '

Public schools are oﬂen the major employer in many
O&E communities. Schools take a major share of state
taxes. Even those who don’t have children in schools
know how important a good school district is when they
go to sell their house.

‘Most important, our future is tied to education. Schools
area focus of our hopes and for that reason are a continu-

ing source of controversy over what’s taught, how it’s
taught, who sets standards, what those standards should
lie and how much it will cost to reach the goals we set.

¢ This year, the Observer € Eccentric Newspapers will

ake an in-depth look at public education in our commu-
mnes In addition to our regular coverage of local school
systems, we will provide background on issues con-
fronting educators and political leaders. '

We will dissect the education issue from a variety of
perspectives with a special emphasis on how these issues
impact our local school districts, students and taxpayers.

Topics will include the polxtlcs of education. The No:
Child Left Behind initiative is a major step forward in
attempting to-set a national standard for educational
advancement. What are those standards? Who sets them?
How does testing help improve a school district? Are the
tests-and standards fair? Do the penalties for not suc-
deeding encourage 1mprovement° Who’s in charge of our
gehools?

# In the months ahead, we will explore:
‘m Financing education: What is the impact of ProposaI

? Which districts have benefited, which have lost? How
has school financing been affected durmg a down economy?

. B In the classroom: What'’s being taught in public
schools? How are curriculums set? How are textbooks
selected? How many districts are offering career/voca-
tional education? Who are the teachers in public school

classrooms? Where are teachers trained and how are they .

being educated?

B Challenges to education: How do schools compete
with computer games, MP3s, television and sports? How
do schools use technology to benefit education? Is there
an ideal school size? Are some too small or too big?

. B Schools and society: Are school districts different

ecause of the quality of instruction or because of the
gl;lahty of students who come into the schools? How does

e home environment impact school performance? How

does parental involvement help?
~ { W Alternatives to public education: What makes private
énd parochial schools different? Why do some families
choose to home school?
. We'll seek your input. After all, our schools are every-

“one’s concern. In the end, we hope to give our readers a -

comprehensive look at the issues in the real world.

Observer

’ Part of HomeTown Communications Network™
§ Joanne Maliszewski | Todd Wiliiams
' Community Editor | Director of Advertising
' { Hugh Ga!lagher Peter Neill
Managing Editor | General Manager -
Susan Rosiek | Dick Aginlan
Executive Editor | President
Jack Lessenberry | Phil Power
V.P. Editorial | Chairman of the Board

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.

EDITORIALS % LETTERS = COLUMNS

Just hefore the holldays, guests crammed into small tent awaiting the moment when the first spade of d:rt was duq at the Ionq-awalted groundbreaking
fora new faclllty for the Canton Chamber of Commerce 6n Hanford at Canton Center.

-

Bad business image

On Nov. 18 I took a piece of antique

_ needlework in to the “Creative Framing &

Gallery” to be framed. On receipt it said
it would be ready by Dec. 2. When'I
arrived I found the shop dark and the
door locked. Many phone calls later, no
answer.

I went up to every door, ﬁnally anote
on the windows said “Pick up items
before Dec. 20. We will no longer be
responsible after the 20th.” Shopkeepers
around had no idea what was going on
and could not help. I was told that many
other customers had asked, and that UPS
and Fed Ex could not make deliveries.

On Dec. 20 I left at 11:30 a.m. t0 3:30 .

p.m. to attend my sister-in-law’s funeral,
. and came back at 3:30 p.m. and stayed

until 5:30 p.m., they never opened.
There were a number of notes taped to
the door so I know I wasn't the only one
waiting.

Recelved acall on Monday, Dec. 22

. that I could pick up my needlework at .
- ‘Frame Works on Tuesday. It had gotten
mixed up with another person’s order and

was incorrectly framed. Thankfully
Frame Works is going to re-frame it.

This attitude of M. Boggs, owner of
Creative Framing, was totally inappropri-
ate and sends a bad message for the good
shopkeepers of Plymouth. I’'m afraid

- other people are going to get the wrong

ideas and go to another community. .
P've dealt with other shopkeepers and

* businesses in Plymouth and always

received the most courtesy and very best
work possible.

-1 can only hope that Ms. Boggs is not
going to go to another community with
the same attitude and work ethi¢. She
should think carefully whether she
should even be in the business trade.

Finally, kudos to Annette Horn, owner
of Native West, who went out of her way
at & busy time to offer help to all,

Many thanks also-to the people of

- Frame Works for trying to make every-

thing right.
‘ c.J. Belfanger
i ‘ Plymouth

Stewari’s record

As evidenced by the blatant innuen-
does in his Jan. 1 letter to the editor and
the salacious Web site he ran during his’
unsuccessful campaign for public office in
2002, Jonathon Grant continues to gath-
er and create political gossip against state
Rep. John Stewart for self-serving pur-
poses. .

Although most Michigan voters did
suppoyt the recent bipartisan vote to bal-
ance the state’s budget without raising
taxes, Stewart’s political nemesis didn’t,
siding with Republican chairwoman
Betsy DeVos on the issue. If you recall,
Grant’s 2002 campaign was heavily
financed by DeVos, and undoubtedly he

- is hoping for her support again in the

August 2004 election.

Rep. Stewart and 16 other Republican
lawmakers (out of 63 in the House)
stepped up to the responsibility to bal-
ance the state’s budget, while minimizing
cuts to basic services. Stewart and the 16
other Republicans could have just as easi-
ly voted along party lines. Instead, they

" courageously chose to reach a compro-

mise, to spare public schools from losing

as much as $200 per student mid-year.
While Grant busily spreads his con-

trived stories and hearsay about Rep.

" LETTERS

Stewart around water coolers, at local
watering holes and in frequent letters to
this newspaper, he doesn’t have a clue as
to the real efforts put forth by a dedicated
Stewart during his first two terms as state
representa.nve

It’s time to set the record straight.
Some highlights of Stewart’s most recent
endeavors:

B Stewart organized a successful health

forum for community residents in
December, which featured Dr. Joseph
Weiss, a member of the Board of
Directors of the Michigan Medical
Society, and Paul Reinhart, medicaid
director of the Michigan Dept. of
Community Health. ’

M On Jan. 30, Stewart will hold a man-
ufacturing summit to address the con-

cerns of tool and die compames and other"

small businesses.

B Stewart will be the keynote speaker
at the Michigan Association of School
Administrators Convention, also Jan. 30,

M Stewart was the keynote speaker at
the Michigan Festival and.Events - .
Conference on Nov. 8 in Traverse Clty
Over 800 attendees from across the state -
listened as he promoted events in
Plymouth, Northville and southeast
Michigan.

W On Oct. 28, Stewart spoke at the
Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness,
promoting healthy activities and safe
schools for all Michigan children.

M In September, the Michigan
Municipal League conferred on Stewart a
“sttmgulshed Legislator Achievement
Award” for directing money collected as
court fees back to local communities.

B On a regular basis, Stewart quietly
assists families in his district with such
matters as getting their children accepted

" into the college of their choice.

Stewart spends many additional days:
commuting to Lansing over and above
when the House is in session. He wants
to do the best by the people he represents
in the Plymouths; the Northvﬁles, Wayne
and east Canton,

Martha A. Trafford
Canton

Linebacker thanks |

On behalf of the Salem Linebackers,
booster club for the Salem High School
football program, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone in the
community who took time out of their
busy day to visit the Canton Big Boy dur-
ing our fund-ralsmg days in October,
November and December. '

I would especially like to thank Rana

‘Mata and the staff at Canton Big Boy for”
‘their generosity and commitment to our

program. Your support is truly appreciat-
ed.

Also, congratulations to Frank and
Becky Prince of Canton, winners of the

. December door prize — a Big Boy pie.

Linda Sorensen
Salem Linebackers

Grant not credible

Last week, Jonathon Grant had his
third letter in six months printed in the
Observer bad-mouthing Representative
John Stewart.

What do you call a sore loser who loses
the primary election for state representa-~
tive, then is obsessed for the next two years
with dragging our representative’s name
through the mud in campaign material
disguised as “letters to the Editor?”

Gas prices and the holidays

jmaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net

‘Grant bad-mouths everyone else inan
effort to get himself elected state represen-
tative on Aug, 3. I know, I wasn’t shocked
at those lies either, because this seems to
be Grant’s character, or lack thereof,

What do you call a person with a spotty .
record in voting in elections, let alone

‘running in them? Whose Web site con-
‘tained obscenities and personal insults

directed at elected officials? These very

-things were reported in the well-respect- - g

ed political newsletter “Inside Michigan

- Politics” during the last campaign but,

more importantly, I saw them first-hand.

From the looks of it, Grant’s dirty-play
book is already wide-open, and the elec- .
tion is eight months away. He no longer
has credlblhty, and isn't worth a single
more “Letter to the Editor” Let him pay -
for political advemsmg like any other-
candidate. .

Lastly, what.do you. call the ethxcaliy
and morally-devoid tool of Betsy DeVos?. -
I call that person Jonathon Grant,

- ~ John Sturk

Plymouth

With the holiday season, one would
hate to think about the topic of greed but
when it comes to the service stations in
our area, not only are they greedy, they

-are our area Scrooges!

Let’s examine the reason for the signifi-
cant increase in the cost of gasoline on
holiday weekends. I was filling my tank in
Garden City on Dec. 18, and the price was
$1.37 a gallon. I noticed a man going out
to change the numbers on the sign. When
I asked the clerk if the price of gas was
going down, she laughed and said it was -
going up 13 cents a gallon! .

Why, I asked. She replied that it was
Christmas and gas prices ALWAYS go up
on holidays. I later noticed the same
trend was happening in Canton and
Westland.

According to the Fuel Cost Index in the
U.S. (excluding Hawaii and Alaska),
gasoline prices went DOWN 1.5 cents per
gallon, but our neighborhood stations
decided to gouge the consumers who
were traveling to see their ioved ones this
holiday season.

I am asking for consumers to drive pass
stations that practice this heartless act
and support stations that set and main~
tain prices at a non-gouging holiday rate.

Jerry Thorne
Canton -

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your letters to the editor, Please
inciude your name, address and phone number -
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words cr less. We may edit for clar!ty. space and
content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer.
794 South Main
Piymouth, Ml 48170.

Fax:
(734) 459-4224

E-mail:

OUOTABLE
“We lived in Canton and were driving home one day and saw this place was empty Mom started looking in the window

and the owner of the mall was there and they started tatking. She decided to start her own restaurant here.”
~ Charlie Johnson, owner of Johnson's Famlly Restaurant
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Long-term damage being
done to state universities

#he trouble with really big mistakes is they
have a way of sneaking up on you, so that by
the time you notice things are going badly -
wrong, nearly irreversible damage has been
done.

Historic examples abound.

“In the 1930s, the British government thought
it was smart to appease Hitler and the Nazis. It
took nearly a decade (and a world war) for the
Brits to discover their mistake. In more recent
times, President Lyndon Johnson for years
thought the war in Vietnam was yet another bat-
tle against the worldwide Communist menace,

when it actually turned out to

be a civil war between the
north and south with the

Americans in the role of the

foreign invader hated by both

sides. By the time he realized
his mistake, thousands of

_ young Americans were dead
and he was forced to step aside,
his presidency in ruins.

Phit In today’s Michigan, I fear

: Power W€ ‘re also in the process of
%«Wm making a really big mistake, .

one that doesn’t seem particu-

’ larly consequential now, but
wzll hkely have terrible results long term: The
profound cuts in state support for higher educa-
tion over the past several years.

Time was when our colleges and universities
were regarded as among our state’s crown jew-
els. No more, at least not by the budget and poli-
cy makers in Lansing. Consider these facts:

M Current state support for the 15 public uni-
versities in Michigan is $1.39 billion, the lowest
in four years.

M In a little over a year, nearly $250 million
has been slashed from state appropriations for
universitiés, about 15 percent.

M After absorbing another $73 million in
budget cuts for this fiscal year, universities now
get $200 million less in state funding for opera-
tions ... than does our prison system!

M University of Michigan Provost Paul
Courant estimates the cuts have stripped away
$1,500 in per-student state support, and other
universities are reporting similar reductions.

How come?

One easy answer, of course, is that when the
state’s budget is as badly out of whack as it is,
everybody has to suffer — including colleges and
universities. Another is that for more than a
decade, experienced and powerful legislators like
former state. Sen. Joe Schwarz (R-Battle Creek)
fought for university appropriations, Schwarz was
term-limited out of office last year, and there does-
n't seem to be anybody in the Legislature who has
the strength or wisdom to take up the burden.

What surprises me, however, is that two of our
most senior political leaders — Gov. Jennifer
Granholm and Senate Majority Leader Ken
Sikkema — are complicit in all this. Granholm
has degrees from the University of California at
Berkeley and Harvard Law School, while
Sikkema has a Harvard B.A. and a U-M business
degree. Of all people, they ought to know what a
great university can do for a state ... and how

" much damage can be done to once-great univer-

sities by systematic strangulation over time.

As Peter Luke, the able Lansing columnist for
the Booth Newspapers, pointed out at year end,
former Gov. John Engler made it a matter of
basic policy to link spending for public universi-
ties with overall spending for education.
Granholm has chosen to decouple the two,
favoring spending on K-12 schools over higher
education. And she’s done it in a somewhat gra-
tuitous way, taking public slaps at “new build-
ings and weight rooms and the great capital
improvements on campus” and making remarks
to the effect that any institution (universities,
get it?) can easily find ways to cut budgets by 5
percent. (Remember, it was the Republican
Legislature in the budget negotiations back in
December that stayed Granholm’s hand from
cutting university aid by another $15 million.)

The fact is that state universities are being
starved, long-term damage is being done and it
will take years and years to recover. The U-M is
losing some of its brightest and best faculty
members to other schools, while class size is
going up and morale is going down., _

At one of the nation’s best schools, Michigan
Technological University, President Curtis
Tompkins is facing a faculty revolt over budget
cuts, while people at Michigan State University
are very, very unhappy, even with President
Peter McPherson, the most dynamic leader State
has had in a generation, back from Iraq;

Stanford University, probably today the best in
the cauntry, got that way by following the strategy
of “spires of excellence” propounded by Frederick
Terman, the former dean of engineering. The idea
was that the only way to achieve a seriously excel-
lent university was to erect a few centers of very
great quality and use them as the lever by which
to ratchet up everything else. Of course, it is also
logically possibie to follow the reverse policy and
achieve morasses of mediocrity.

But that’s what you get when you are in the
process of making a really bad mistake and nobody
is able, or willing, to realize what is going on.

Phii Power was a U-M regent from 1987 10 1999, He is the
chairman of the board of the company that owns this news-
paper. He would be pleased to get your reactions to this
cotlumn either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppower
@homecomm.net,

Happy Holidays

In celebration of one of omr partners entering

Law 0/#&%0%
| Cadich & J/We% nG

Specialiging in Wills, Probate & Family Law. -
will be preparing simple Wills for
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provided, you contact sun office by Jammary 30, 2004
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/

Best Wishes Jor a Healthy & Prospersus New. Year

(248) 559-8130
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Citizens ban together to suppor't'
a Department of Peace concept

“Department of Peace” concept. They
described why there is a need fora
Department of Peace at the cabinet level.
They added their personal observations and
vision of the Department of Peace. The
department would include commumnity
involvement ranging from gducation of the
young on peaceful means of problem-solving ;

- and non-violent intervention, to proactive -
strategies promoting national and mtema-
tional conflict resolution.

One important aspect mentioned was that the
Department of Peace would cost a fraction of the:
costs of the business of doing war. Furthermore, = _
rather than establish another bureaucratic layer -
of government, the Department of Peace would

- be formed from existing governmental resources
similar to the establishment of the Homeland
Security Department.

Rep. McCotter was most cordial and graceful

in meeting with the 10-member “Citizens for

orld Peace' Now thereis a- concept few
can argue agamst During this time of
year, Peace is foremost in the minds of
almost everyone. After the holidays, though,
thoughts of Peace are pushed to the back of
one’s mind as the hectic world in which we
live once again takes most of our time and
energies.

But for a growing number of citizens, the -
concept of Peace is taking a tangible form as
the “Department of Peace.” The idea of a
Department of Peace has been around since
Gen. George Washington was president. Over
the years, the concept of a Peace Department
was introduced more than
100 times! It was recently
revived as a bill introduced
to the 108th Congress by
Rep. Dennis Kucinich and
numerous other co-spon-
sors, including Michigan’s

John Conyers. ~ Peace” contingent. He listened attentively as
Throughout the Observer several members explained various aspects of
= ¥ readership area, numerous the proposed bill. Providing insight and infor-
George 7. “Peace Circles” are being mation regarding the process of passing such a
Mills formed as a grass-roots foun-  bill, he said that he didn’t feel the bill would be
W dation to provide local politi-  passed as this time due to current war on terror.
’ cians with the supportencour- ~ The “Citizens for Peace” will continue to
aging them to endorse the bill.  work towards what they feel is a “better way.”

After all, said one member, women’s suffrage ’
did not happen ovemlght Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. said “our goal is to create a beloved
community and this will require a quahtatwe
change in our souls as well as a quantltatxve '
change in our lives.”

Dr. King would be pleased with the efforts
of this diverse group of men and women.

(For additional information regarding the

- Department of Peace and local “Peace Circles”

in your area, visit the Web sites:
http://www.dopcampaign.org and
http://www.renaissancealliance.org.

These Peace Circles are composed of about
a dozen citizens each and aré both non-parti-
san and non-denominational. As more people
become interested in joining a Peace Circle,
new ones are formed to develop a “social inti-
macy” among the participants.

Each group is composed of members of a
particular congressional district. In the 1ith
Congressional District, a Peace Circle was
formed called “Citizens for Peace.” They have
held two monthly meetings, with another
scheduled for Jan. 13.

Members of the “Citizens for Peace” group
met Dec. 16 with Rep. Thaddeus McCotter
and briefly described various aspects of the

i

g LETTERS

wnereis the pat riotism? profits supplying fuel, but if our armed forces

France, Germany and Russia are owed
$100 billion by Saddam Hussein’s Iraq for
illegal weapons, castles, bombproof shelters
and perhaps hiding places for WMD. France’s
opposition has cost the U.S. support of the
United Nations and months of delay.

Now they have the gall to demand the U.S.
pay Iraq’s debt to them and still share our
reconstruction contracts, Hussein's French
accomplices can bid low and sabotage recon-
struction while on our payroll.

No company should ever make unseemly

George T. Mills, USN, retired, lives in Livonia.

B il

out of gas. Halliburton reconnoiters supplies
while the military concentrates on enemies.
A proper markup for gasoline delivered to
a combat zone can be determined without
headlines. Dick Cheney was Halliburton’s
president for five years, but the company has
" worked alongside our military since Vietnam
and has valuable wartime experience.
... What happened to the patriotism of two
years ago?

Farmington

bursday, «

~ Take the Shor’f dnve 1o Tre Ptops a ddy ga !y and re 5 mom
rate Thursday Night with the puwhaw of 'my of our 2 n;(; s ,ay ami
ski packages starting at $89.* If you're not rea dy m ieavp on Su
stay an extra night for the same $25 rate. For details, call Toll |
888-968-4653. As al Nays K;ds 17 and Under Sipe) and Ski F !

3962 Wilkinson Re

took time to evaluate bids our troops would run,; E |

Hank,sorgman
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- Johnson's Family Restaurant and its recognizable sign have stood on Ford
Road since the 1980s, when Canton‘ had few eateries.

RESTAURANT

FROM PAGE A1

old-fashioned lunch counter.

“Customers bring stuff in
and they like 1o see it dis-
played,” Johnson said.

There’s also a painting ofthe
Three Stooges, but it’s not
quite right. - ‘

“My wife had a girlfriend of
hers pairit it,” he said. “She put
Larry over Moe’s picture and
Moe over Curley. She didn’t
know which one was which.
Who doesn’t know the Three

. Stooges?”

Of course it’s not the pictures
that keep customers coming
back. It’s the food — good, old-
fashioned, down-home cook-
ing.

“Monday is meat loaf day,
‘Johnson said. “Thursday is
cabbage, Friday is fish. We have
homemade specials at least
once a day”

He'll whip up a Swiss steak
occasionally and the breakfast
menu includes country fried

. steak and eggs.

Breakfast is the busiest time

- for the restaurant, although

lunch and dinner are also
served Monday through
Saturday, when Johnson’s is
open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday hours are 7 a.m. to 3

pan.
With the influx of restau-
rantsin Canton in recent years,

7 Johnson's has seen a slight

Charlie Johnson is the president of
Johnson's Family Restaurant on Ford
Road. A genuine family operation
since the 1980s, Johnson's was start-
ed by Charlie’s mom, Leah, who is
now vice president.

Charlie said. “We lived in
Canton and were driving home

one day and saw this place was .

empty. Mom started looking in
the window and the owner of
the mall was there and they
started talking

“She decided to start her own
restaurant here.”

The biggest changes Charlie
has seen is the growth in
Canton.

“It’s still a nice place,” he
said.

“It just takes you a little
longer to get home.”

Reflective of that growth —
and the increasing diversity of

Leisure Services has hefty lineup for wmter

Classes and prografns for all
ages and interests have been
included in this winter's
Leisure Services sports sched-
ule. From tots to adults,
Canton Leisure Services has
something for everyone. Here
are the details starting with
tots:

START SMART SPORTS

Each Start Smart Sports
class is six weeks and gives
children from ages three to
seven the opportunity to par-
ticipate in age-appropriate
activities that will help to teach
them the fundamentals of
sports. Though Start Smart
Sports classes are designed for
children, a parent also attends
and both learn new skills,
make friends and get loads of
exercise. Dates, times and loca-~
tions vary depending upon the
class. To find out the specifics,
check the Discover catalog or
log onto leisure.canton-
mi.org/images/discover.pdf.
Registration begins 10 a.m. to
2 p.m, Jan. 10 at the Summit.
The cost to participate is $65
for Summit on the Park mem-
bers, $70 for Canton residents
and $80 for non-residents. ‘A
parents meeting will be held
one week prior to the start of |
the each program. Start Smart
classes include:

B Start Smart Basketball
which includes a participant
kit of bright basketballs, cones
and a jersey along with fun and

_general skill instruction. Start

Smart Basketball I is for chil-
dren ages 3-5 and Start Smart
Basketball II is for ages 6-7.

B Start Smart Soccer intro-
duces the basic soccer skill
sets, encourages fun in sports
and provides a great kit of soc-
cer balls, cones, and shin
guards. Start Smart Soccer Iis
for children ages 3-5 and Start
Smart Soccer II is for ages 6-7.

B Start Smart General class-

es are an adult/child class that
covers basic sport skills like
throwing, catching, swinging
and kicking with all of the
equipment provided. Building
motor skills adds fun and suc-
cess to this class. Start Smart
General is for children ages 3-5

WINTER YOUTH SPORTS

B Youth 3 on 3 Basketball
Tournament

Tot and youth basketball
players and teams in grades
three through twelve can regis-
ter for the Canton Leisure
Services 3 on 3 basketball
tournament. The tourney will
begin following the Youth
Hoop Shoot Competition on
Saturday, February 28 at noon.
Boys and girls divisions will be
set up for grades 34, 5-6, 7-8
and 9-12. Awards will be given
to the tournament winner and
runner-up. All games will be
officiated and teams are guar-
anteed two games. The cost
per team is $40 for Summit -
members, $46 for residents

_and $52 for non residents. -

B Inner tube Water Polo
Tournament

Canton Leisure Services w111
host an inner tube water polo
match for boys and girls that
like to play in the pool, splash
around and learn a new sport.
The match will be 2 to 4 p.m,
Sunday, Jan. 25 in the Summit
on the Park aquatic center.
Teams compete to score goals
while staying afloat on their
inner tubes and will be set up
based on the number of partic-
ipants. No experience is neces-
sary as all rules and equipment
will be provided at the pool.
Come dressed to swim and
bring your friends for a fun
afternoon of inner tube water
polo. The cost to participate is
$8 for Summit members, $10
for residents and $12 for non~
residents.

B Youth Hoop Shoot

Competition .
On Feb. 28 Canton Leisure
Services is sponsoring the:

able in February with the out-
door league running March~
June. Players are required to -

2004 Michigan Recreation supply their own equipment -
and Parks Association (MRPA)  which includes a helmet, stxck,a

Hoop Shoot basketball skiils mouth guard, protective equip:

competition. This event is ment and shoulder pads. 'j

FREE to the community for Teams must have a minimum

boys and girls ages 8-15 years
old. Players will have 60 sec-
onds to score points from vari-

of ten players and no more
than 25. Included in the $100.
per player fee is a uniform, : .

ous locations on the court. . - indoor practice time, a 12-
Winners will represent Canton ~ week league schedule and end
in area competitions. . . of year jamboree tournament. -
Certificates and ribbons will be B Youth Volleyball League
given to participants. Check-in Spiking s the name and vol- ;

. is at 8:30 a.m. with contests

starting at 9 a.m. Participants
may pre-register or register
on-site the day of the event. On
the day of the event 4ll contest-
ants are required to provide a
valid birth certificate for age
verification.

B Indoor Archery Camp

Back by popular demand, an
indoor archery camp with Bob

leyball is the game on Sunday -
evenings at 6 p.m. at the s
Summit. League play begins
February 8 through the
February 29 at the Summit,
Players should register as a
team but individuals can also -
register to be placed on teams."
Teams are composed of sixto
ten players in the seventh or
eighth grade, The team fee

fomo 8 LB 5 oa

R

& Rachel Fenton wiil be does not include the game offis
offered with at Plymouth cial fees of $10 per match at |-
Christian Academy the court. The cost to pamc1-1
Gymnasium for youth and pate is $55 for Simmit mem= -

teens age 9 to 18 (archers will

bers, $65 for residents and $75

be grouped by age and ability). for non resadents

Bob & Rachel have taught

archery camps in Canton for ADULT SPORTS PROGRRMS

the last five years. The registra- ' :
tion fee, $85 for residents and B Racquetball .
897 for non residents, includes A moderate to competitive
daily refreshments, equipment  level racquetball league will be
(you may bring your own if held on Wednesday nights

appropriate for your abilities),

fifth through eighth are invited

from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Body -

and an official camp Rocks Racquetball Club. The -
“Certificate of Participation.”  league lasts 12 weeks (January-
The camp will be 6 to 8 p.m. 21 through April 7) and awards
March 22-25. are given to the first and sec-
B Lacrosse ond place finishers. League
Lacrosse players in grades format will be a round robin

season. Returning players from

to play in the youth lacrosse the winter and fall 2003 sea-
league. New and experienced sons can register by phone
players can join either our fifth  with a credit card from

and sixth grade team or our
seventh and eighth grade team,
Indoor practice time is avail-

January 5-9 by calling (734)
4:83-5600. New players can
begin registering Jan. 10.

CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
1150 S. CANTON CENTER RD.
CANTON, MI 48188

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be .

sold at pubhc auction on Tuesday, January, 13, 2004 at 10:00 a.m.

The auction is to be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix

Rd., Westland, MI 48185,

Please note: the bidding will start at the towmg and storage

~ decline in the dinner crowd. - Canton’s population —is the ‘impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at - charges.

. But when Leah Johnson opening of a new restaurant the meeting, to.individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing

. opened it up about 20 years next door to Johnson’s: a upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 1987 PONT €000 JSBLLOW 4 DR 1G2JB5 1K2HTST5381

' ago. it was almost the onl Japanese sushi restaurant Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 1994 FORD PROBE BLUE 2-DR 1ZVLT20AXR5163776

. 380, : 4 «I‘) » b b should contact the Charter ’Ibwnshlp of Canton by writing or 1995 FORD PROBE BLUE 2-DR 1ZVLT20A985132010

- restaurant game in town. -They're nice people,” Charlie | (.10 the following: 1995 PLY NEON BLUE4-DR  1P3ES27C9SD155010

. The Roman Forum was open  said. 1989 DODGE RAM RED P/U 1B7FEO06YXKS055961

- ahalf mile east on Ford Road, “I wish them well. If people David Medley, ADA Coordinator 1988 GMC S-10 GREYP/U  1GTBS14E6J8537618

" which was still two lanes. want sushi, they’ll go there. If Cherter Townehip oECantoanIl 29 & Canton Center Road 1989 GMC VAN WHI/GRY  2GTEG25Z1K4508276
“Mv mom and dad had they want eggs, they'll come anton, MI 48188 2001 FORD WINDSTAR GREEN 9FMZA50441BA57477

Y 4 885, (734) 394-5260 1992 FORD PICKUP  GREEN IFTEF15Y7NLB01115

another restaurant Downriver; here. I don’t do sushi.” " Publish: I —— ’
ish: daxuary 8, Publish: January 4 and 8, 2004 oEos17687E

DE08177349

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON

FY 2004 CDBG PROJECT PROPOSALS COMMUNITYPINANCIAL

The Charter Township of Canton is accepting project proposals for f
the FY 2004 Community Development Block Grant program, The .
FY 2004 CDBG allocation is expected to be approximately .
$414,000. Questions or requests for a propesal application form
can be addressed to Gerry Martin, Community Services Division,

. 1150 8. Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan 48188, 734-394-
5194 Extension 5194.

Thinking forward. Banking right.

TERRY BENNETT, Clerk

Publish: January 8, 2004
QE0B177354

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF HEARING
Pickwick Village Subdivision
Street Lighting Special Assessment

NOTICE is a hereby given by the undersigned, Terry G. Bennett,
Clerk of the Charter Township of Canton, County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, to all property owners in the proposed district described
below and to all other interested persons:

1, That a petition'for the formation of a special assessment
district for the installation and maintenance of streetlighting has
been filed with the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of
Canton, pursuant to Act 264 of the Public Acts of 1931, as amended
(MCL 41.289b).

2. That hearing on the said petition comecerning the
necessity of said improvement and the formation of this
special assessment district will be held before said Board of
Trustees at Summit On The Park, 46000 Summit Parkway,
Canton, Mlchlgan 48188, ngm_dgmmmmm__&
7:00 PM.

3. That any property owner or other person interested in said
proceedings may appear at said hearing, file objections to the entire
petition or any part thereof, and be heard on said objections.

~ 4. That the proposed special assessment district is located in
the Charter Township of Canton and is described as follows: Lot
‘] numbers 1 threough 292, Pickwick Village Subdivision, Liber 94,
Pages 62, 63, and 64, Register of Deeds, Wayne County, Michigan.

CoMMUNITY FINANCIAL THANKS OUR

2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND SUPPORT.

d5. That said peté?of :smtr}ll th;ﬁestin;:}tled ct:is,ts and ;xpte?;gg osf Front Row,  Teresa A. Folino, Claims Technical Consuftant, AAA Auto Club Group
said assessment are filed in the office of the undersigned a . 0
Canton Centor Road. Canton.. Michison, 48158 and. may be Left to Right Ronald Carlson, Mathematics and Compcé/ter Science Teacher, Canton High School
examined at any time during the regular business hours of said Albert Ber"e' Engrneer/ng SUP ervisor, Ford Motor Comp any
_ office, prior to said hearing, :
il 6. That any é:r%?eﬂy owner or other i::,t:ﬁes;ed person f“;]ﬁ" Back Row,  Denise Varner, Volunteer Coordinator, Our Lady of Good Counsel Church
ails to appear and object to said petition or e formation of the § . '
proposed soois) ssseamont, distuict ot the thae and place of said , Left to Right  Thomas McHugh, Architect, McHugh ‘Architect Engineering

hearing may be deemed to have waived his right to object under Act
264 of the Public Acts of 1931, as amended (MCL 41.289b).

7. That proposed layout of actual streetlight placement can be
viewed in the Office of the Township Clerk between the hours of
8:30 AM. to 5:00 PM. Monday through Friday AFTER -
INSTALLATION, MINOR VARIATIONS MAY OCCUR IN THE
LAYOUT BECAUSE THE ACTUAL PLOTTING OF LIGHTS HAS
NOT BEEN FIELD TESTED BY DETROIT EDISON.

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk
" 4 Charter Township of Canton

- Publish: January 8, 2004

Daniel Herriman, CEQ, Hemman & Associates, Inc. : S
Hank Salla, Certified Public Accountant ' .
Michele Kelly, Attorney, Kelly & Kelly PC

Not Pictured Philip Curtiss, Retired Information Tebhno/ogy Manager
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Rally time
Prep hoop teams
bounce back after
slow starts. B3
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Hockey champs

The Multet Hunters In-
Line Hockey Team
ended the year by win-
ning the Bantam Open
League Championship
with a 12-4 win over the
Warriors 12-4 Sunday at
the in-Line Hockey
Center in West
Bloomfietd,

it capped aibanner
year for the team of 15-
year-olds, whp have
played more than 100
games since March,
including 1t tournaments
and four open leagues
against top competition.
Their tournament record
included five champi-
onships and three run-
ners-up finishes. They
also won three league
titles. :

The biggest highlight
was winning three
natlonal championships
against the Best of the
Best Competition.

The championships
came in the NHL Rules
in Wixom, TORHS
America in Rochester,
NY., and the AAU Junior
Olympics in West .
Bloomfieid.

Team players are: Mike
Hargreaves (Hartland);
Ryan Lammers
(Rockwood); Lee Downs
(Commerce Township);
Kevin Etzel and Dan
Bara (Northville); Dustin
Gazley, Matt Wooster
and Scoft Ozog (Novi);
Tom Pashkot and Corey
Perdue (Livonia); Nick
Harris (Westland);
Brandon Egglesfield,
Jeff Loos, Nick Siekirk,
Nick Pesant and Kevin
Tollison (Canton). The
team is coached by Jay
Pesant, Jerry Lammers
and Scott Etzel.

Coach needed

Plymouth HS is in
need of a ninth grade
girls softball head coach
for the upcoming spring
season.

Anyone interested
should contact
Plymouth athletic direc-
tor Terry Sawchuk at
{734) 582-5700.

Registration

The Canton
Community Junior
Basebali/Softhall
Association will have .
spring registration from
2-7 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
25; from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Saturday,
s, Feb.T;

and:

& pm, i
Saturday,
March 27.
All registrations will be
in the Baltroam of the
Summit in the Park,
iocated at 46000

Summit Parkway in
Canton,

Registration is open to
boys and giris 4-18
years who are residents
of Canton or Plymouth
or are in the PCCS
school district.

New registrants must
provide proof of age and
residency.

Fees for recreational
leagues range from $75
to $120; travel teams
are higher. Fees are non-
refundable; no credit or
debit cards accepted.
Games run from May to
July.

For more information,
please call (734) 394-
5489 and leave a mes-
sage.

PREPS#RECREATION=OUTDOORS

After a bad finish on the ice, the news
was all good for the Plymouth Whalers
Monday.

First, the return of team captain
James Wisniewski, the Whalers’ second-
leading scorer and one of the Ontario
Hockey League’s top defensemen, was
imminent. And Wisniewski was bring-.
ing some fantastic news with him — a
victory with Team USA at the World
Junior Championships, gained Monday
with a 4-3 come-from-behind win over
Team Canada in the championship
game in Helsinki, Finland.

It was the first time Team USA had
won the gold medal at the World
Juniors in the 28-year history of the

tournament. Wisniewski, a Canton HS
graduate, certainly did his share; he was
fourth overall on the team in scoring
with one goal and three assists in six
games. Ryan Kesler, a Livonia Churchill
graduate, also had a stellar towrnament
for Team USA, scoring three goals,
including one in the win over Team
Canada Monday.

The Whalers have certainly missed
Wisniewski’s leadership. After going 2-
5-3 in their last 10 OHL games and
falling a point behind the Sarnia Sting in
the West Division standings, they made
a move Monday that hopefully will bol-
ster both the offense and defense.

Plymouth sent left wing Mike

Goalie Paul Drew stopped 42 shots in leading the Whalers to a 3-2 triumph Saturday over Guelph, one of the OHL's hottest teams. See the game story inside today’s sports section.

Trade, captain’s return lift Whalers

Lombardi and a third-round choice in
this year’s OHL Draft to the Belleville
Bulls for right wing Rane Carnegie,
defenseman Mike Knight and a fourth
round OHL Draft pick.

“We are excited to receive a proven
goal-scorer in Carnegie and a very expe-
rienced defenseman with Knight,” said
Whaler general manager/coach Mike
Vellucci. “With this move we solidified
two areas we needed to address — a
goal-scoring right winger and experi-
ence on defense”

The 6-foot-1, 200-pound Carnegie, in
his third season in the OHL, has always
been able to score goals. He had 18 in his
first season and 21 goals and 25 assists

(46 points) in 60 games last year. Thus
far this season, he was fourth among the
Bulls in scoring with six goals and 16
assists (22 points) in 27 games. '

Knight, who is 6-1 and 210 pounds,
has also beer able to score points. Last
season he had seven goals and 21 assists
(28 points) in 68 games for the Bulls;
this season he has six goals and 11 assists
(17 points) in 34 games,

The Bulls are currently last in the
OHLs East Division with a 9-22-6-1
record. A rookie, Lombardi is two years
younger than Carnegie (who turned 19
last Friday) and Knight. He has played
sparingly this season, collecting one goal
in 22 games. '

Hopes are running high for the Chiefs

There’s no question this will be a spe-
cial season for Canton’s gymnastics
team. In fact, it already is.

The only real question is how special
will it be. The Chiefs have already bro-
ken the team scoring record; they did
that in their opening dual meet, scoring
144.65 in a victory over Northville-Novi.

Can they keep that kind of perform-
ance growing? On Monday, after more
than a two-week layoff, Canton returned
to compete against cross-campus rival
Salem in a dual meet at Plymouth HS.
The Chiefs weren't quite as good, but
they won anyway, 140.60-135.80, push-
ing their dual-meet record to 3-0.

H ¢

CANTON PREVIEW

Asked if this could be his best team
ever, Canton coach John Cunningham
answered, “Absolutely. Even when we
have an OK meet like last night, we
score more than 140.

“I had a really good team last year, a-
139 team. This year, I have a 143, 144
team.”

Which means the Chiefs should be
among the state’s best, perhaps among
the top five. Cunningham has had good
teams in the past, but the best was the

1996 squad which finished second in the
state to Holland behind the performanc-
es of Katie Gilles and Brie Wall.

1t was the '96 team’s dual-meet scor-
ing record which was eclipsed in the
opening dual. The reason: The return of
several of last season’s top gymmnasts,
particularly Kara Ahern, now a sopho-
more; Audra Ahern, a senior co-captain
(together with Mozhdeh Rajaee); and
two more sophomores, Mina Pirzadeh
and Andrea Nyberg, certainly helps.

But the addition of four equally strong
gymnasts this year pushes Canton’s

PLEASE SEE CHIEFS, B4

Rocks can build with s

Salem’s best gymnast from last sea-
son is gone. Bethany Bartlett has grad-
uated.

But don't lament the Rocks’ fate too
much. There’s a lot back, and some
newcomers could make Salem even
more formidable than last year.

In fact, the Rocks’ goal this year is to
break the 140 mark at the state region-
als and qualify for state meet, some-
thing they couldn’t manage last sea-
son.

It could happen. In a loss to Canton
Monday, Salem scored 135.80 (the
Chijefs had 140.60) and is capable of
something better.

At least coach Dana Driscoll thinks
so. “They’re looking pretty good,” she
said. “They have a lot of work to do,
but slowly but surely they’re getting
there.”

et

SALEM PREVIEW

Leading the returnees is Ashley
Aquinto, a junior who finished first at
the 2003 Western Lakes Activities
Association Meet in the Division II all-
around, scoring 36.7. Aquinto won
three of the four events in Division II:
the vault (8.25), uneven parallel bars
(9.05) and floor exercise (9.3).

Also returning are Katie Waldeck,
the team’s only senior; junior Megan
McCarthy; and sophomore Allie
Vraniak. Aquinto, Waldeck and
McCarthy will share the team’s cap-
taincy.

Bolstering the Rocks’ hopes are new-
comers Elena Gueroguiev, a junior,
and Sarah Bugosh, a freshman.

rong team

Gueroguiev, who only competed for
her club team before transferring from
Westland John Glenn two years ago,
and whose parents own the Eurostars
Gymnastics facility, is the same com-
petitive caliber as Aquinto. Against
Canton, Aquinto scored 35.10 in the
all-around, Gueroguiev had 34.55.

“Ashley and Elena are my best all-
arounders,” said Driscoll. “Event-wise,
I would say floor and bars are really
strong, and the girls are working really
hard to make beam one of our best
events.”

There’s good reason for that. As
Driscoll noted, balance beam “has
always been a tough event for us. But
they’re working extremely hard and
having fun, too.”

PLEASE SEE ROCKS, B4

Salem best at
Saline Invite -

Salem finally did something in volley-
ball it couldn’t do all last season — beat
Livonia Churchill. ’

The Rocks did it at a good time, too,
edging the Chargers 28-26, 22-25, 15-8
in the final of the Saline Invitational
Saturday. That gave Salem a 7-0-1

record in matches played in the tourna-

ment and a 14-2-5 record for the sea~
son. : .

4 % “q1 Would ' ;
ROCKS VOLLEYBALL have tosay -
thereason |
we did so
well was our team defense, and that
includes our blocking,’ said Rocks’ .
coach Tom Teeters. “Our teamn defense
was phenomenal.” B

Against Churchill in the finals, Salem
had-61 digs as a team, with Theresa -
Coppiellie leading with 25 and Jordan
Falcusan adding 16. Those two had

_superb tournaments, Falcusan, the
team’s setter, totaling 108 set assists and
nine service aces and Coppiellie collect-
ing 39 Kkills.

Ellen Canale also had a great tourna-
ment with a team-best 46 kills; she also
had six aces. Other standouts were
Lauren Kurtz with 35 blocks; Lauren ;-
Price with 21 kills; Lauren Marsonek - |
with 13 kills; and Jill Niemi with five "
aces. The Rocks advanced to the finals'
with a 25-22, 25-20 win over Tecumseh

¥
i
1
i
i
\

in the semifinals and a 25-10, 25-16 vic-

tory over Southgate Anderson in the
quarterfinals. In power pool play, Salem
split with Churchill 25-23, 22-25 and
defeated both Saline 25-21, 25-19 and
Tecumseh 25-22, 25-8 to earn the No. 1
seed going into bracket play. :
In their three-team pool, the Rocks
beat Monroe 25-22, 25-18 and Clinton
25-15, 25-18. ;
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 Rocks battle back  Whalers follow stronq win with lousy loss
toice Vlklngs 6-3

The key was keeping Chad H
Barry oﬁ{he score%oagrd — at HOCKEY ,
teast for two periods.

Which is just what Salem
did in beating Walled Lake proved to be the game-winner

Central, 6-3 in a Western
Lakes Activities Association
Lakes Division hockey match
Tuesday at the Plymouth
Cultural Center.

The win improved the
Rocks’ record to 4~4-1 overall,
2-3 in the division.

Barry scored twice in the
first period of this penalty-

filled contest for the Vikings,
with Dale Wrobel assisting on
both, giving his team a 2-0
lead after one. But Salem

' countered that with two sec-
ond-period goals, netted by
Ted Panaretos and Andy
Thackaberry. Ryan Jones got
the first of his two assists in
the game on Panaretos’ goal.

before the final period was
two minutes old, with an
assist from John Maurer, -
Aaron Cheesman made it 4-2
for Salem a minute later,
Jones assisting, and John
Peterson increased the Rocks’
lead to 5-2 (assisted by Rob
Quigley).

Barry got his third goal of
the game with 7:35 left to nar-
row the deficit to 5-3, but Kyle
Emmons’ unassisted score :38
later clinched it for Salem.

Joe Moore was in goal for
the Rocks; Mike Sidor was in
the net for the Vikings. There
were 23 penalties called in the
game, 12 of them on Central.
Eleven of the penalties came

-Plymouth is second in the West with a 17-

‘Sarnia.

! T THEWEEKAREAD

& in the second period, short-handed from
Matt Ryan and a power-play goal from
Ryan Card, but they could not get the -

_equalizer, Dan Girardi had two assists for
Guelph.

On Sunday in Saginaw, there was noth-

ing good to report for Plymouth after the
first period. Ramsay’s power-play goal
with 1:01 left in the opening period tied
the score at 1-1 (Mitchell and Vigilante . .
assisted), but the Spirit got a short-hand-
ed goal from Nick Lees in the second
period and two third-period goals to gain
the win.

Patrick Asselin scored twice for
Saginaw and Georgi Misharin also got a
goal. Tom Pyatt had two assists§:

" Ryan Nie had 41 saves in goal for the
Whalers. Mike Brown made 27* stops for
the Splrlt

Talk about going from the top to the g
bottom in less than a day.

The Plymouth Whalers put together a
very impressive 3-2 win over the Guelph
Storm Saturday at Plymouth’s
Compuware Arena. The Storm boast the
second-best record in the entire Ontario
Hockey League and had lost just once in
their previous 10 games, .

But any momentum the Whalers gained
from that victory was lost the next after-
noon when they were beaten 4-1 by the
Saginaw Spirit in Saginaw. The Spirit
remain last in the OHL’s West Division °

ith a 10-25-2-3 record (25 points);

OHL HOCKEY

the Whalers buiit a 3-0 lead by the mid-
point of the second period and then had -
10 hang on down the stretch — which
- they were able to do thanks to the goal- .
tending of Paul Drew. Drew turned away .
42 shots in gaining the win. Danny Taylor
had 36 saves for Guelph.
John Mitchell scored Plymouth’s first
- goal, with assists from Tim Sestito and
Erik Lundmark, in the opening period.
Ryan Ramsay made it 2-0 at 1:19 of the
second period, assisted by John Vigilante
and Dan Collins, and Sestito pushed that
t0 3-0 at 8:29, with an assist from Mike
Letizia,
The Storm battled back with two goals

SOFTBALL/BASEBALL

12-8-3 mark (45 points), one point behind

In the win over Guelph (25 8-5-0, 55 -
points-in the OHL’s Midwest Division),

www.hometownlife.com’

Thackaberry got what

in the second period.

. Llcensed
Master Plumber
* Ceramic Tile
installed

FREE ESTIMATES

* Quality Materials
and Workmanship

Visit Qur Full Kitchen and

TICKETS FOR aLL ‘Detfélt ‘F@d‘VVmgso
~ REMAINING REGULAR SEASON
 HOME GAMES GO ON SALE

TOMORROW FRlDAY JANVARY 9 @ 10AM!

Bath Showroom
1 B (Same location since 1975)
| 5§ &% | 34224 Michigan Avenue
g MG A Wayne, Michigan 48184
Iw T, (734) 722-4170
!;‘ s r o 277'3.7
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Tlckets are avallablevat the Joe

PREP BOYS BASKETBALL W.L. Western at Churchill, 6:30 p.m. ; :
Thursday, Jan. 8 Wayne at Salem, 630 pm. SOFTBALL PLAYERS wwwdetrmttlgers c@m
Huron Valley at Ypsi Calvary, 7 p.m, Redford Union at Woodhaven, 6:30 p.m. :
- Friday, Jan.9 Garden City at Lincoln Park, 6:30 p.m. The Canton Thunderbirds FASTPITCH CLINICS‘
Huron Valtey at Lutheran South, 6 p.m. Allen Park at Thurston, 6:30 p.m. softball girls fastpitch 12U team
Luth, Westland'at Cranbrook, 7 p.m. - Lutheran Westland, Flat Rock is still looking for a few players. Madonna Umvex‘sxty will con-
W.L. Western at Churchill, 7 p.am. at New Boston Huron, TBA. The coaching staffis  good duct three sessions'of Girls
Redford Union at Franklin. 7 pm. Sat!lrday. Jan. 10 h to h 1 b th th F h S ﬁba.ll él a,ch
Stevenson at John Glenn, 7 p.m. Bay City Dual Tourney, 8:30 a.m. enoug! elp both the experi- astpitch So inics,
Wayne at Salem, 7 p.m. Ramulus Invitational, 8:30 a.m, enced or novice player. To quali-  session lasting foun weeks.
Northvilte at Canton, 7 p.m. Avondale Tourney, 9 a.m. fy, players must be 12 years or Session One wﬁlfbe from 9-
- Pty. Christian at Zoe Christian, 7 pm. Canton at South Lyon Tourney, 10 a.m. “less on January 1, 2004, 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, Jan, 24
ghu(;stog tat LincItI)I'n l;arl;. Z{p.m. Salem at Adrian invitational, 10 a.m. For further information con- and 31, Feb. 7 andfm Session
arden City at Allen Park, 7 p.m. Fordson Invitational, 10 am. : ’ - -
St. Katharine at Card. Mooney, 730 pam. PREP BOYS SWIMMING tact Mike Roberts at (734) 397- Two will be from 3:30-6 p.m. on
" Thursday, Jan. 8 1355. Sunday, Feb. 1, 8,15 and 22.

Luth. North at Clarenceville, 7:30 p.m.
U-D Jesuit at Redford CC, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS YOLLEYBALL
Thursday, Jan. 8

Redford Unian at Garden City, 4 p.m,
" Thurston at Robichaud, 4 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 10

‘SOFTBALL/BASEBALL LESSONS

The cost for eai;h four-week
session is $120, or $35 for one
day.

Hct:ron Vattelyll attCCantort\ Agoape.sé%o pm. " %rlanbr?olt invitational, TBA. . Total Baseball, 30990 Wixom All phases offgst-pltch soft-

arenceville at Country Day, 6:30 p.m, . Bloomfield Invitational, 9 a.m. : st o b -
‘St. Katharine at Wyan. Mt. Carmel, 7 p.m. " Rock-Kitgore Invitational, noon. Rog%,evlwll offer pltcl;‘mg, hltténg, ba]l}\:ﬂ] be %)ver‘ed ll}rfgelglln .
Saturday, Jan. 10 Southfield Refays, naon, and fielding lessons for ages 6- ics: antting, bunting, infielc fout-

Canton at Grand Banc invite, 8 am. WL. Western Invitational,  p.m. 18. field play, base-running, pitch-
New Haven invitational, 8 am. PREP GIRLS GYMNASTICS Lessons are by appomtment ing/catc}ﬁng and defensive posi-

PREP HOCKEY : Thursday, Jan. 8 v only. tions. Pre-reg:stratlon 18
Thufsday, Jan.8 - ’ Wavne~WestIand at Edsel Ford, 6:30 p.m. ’I‘he cost lS $35 per half_hour requn'ed 'I'here !S a maximum

PCS Penguins vs. Bloomfield,

Enter to wm Detro:t Red ngs Tlckets

 Check Today’s Class‘g‘f:eds Section
to See How You Oa_”Enter to Wm.

THE

NEWSPAPER%

. C)hset Uer (Cj 4f~‘rteutttr

. PDFOE08178095

Canton at Rockford Invit, 10am.

D TRADE 3

of $165 for five private lessons.

www.BasebailAcademy.net OEO,,,’,W'

of 30 girls per session. Checks

Btag;sdi;?gg.ntg - PRSE:tEi%lgE JSaI:'mNG Call 248-668-0166 oremail -~ should be made,payabie to:
Franklin vs. Notre Dame Prep, Ladywood at Arctic Edge, 3-6 p.m. tgt:allbba]lwncom@aol.com or Madonna University Softball.
Stavenson vs, Canton, MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL visit wwwitotal-baseball.com for For more information, call -
at Edgar Arena, 4 & 6 p.m. Thursday, Jan, 8 more information. Madonna softball coach Al*
Ladywood vs. Northvitle St. Clair at Schoolcraft, 7:30 p.m. White at (734) 432-5783 or
at Arctic Pond, 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 10 : i White a
(AA. Ploneer Tourney at lce Cube) Schoolcraft at Delta, 3 pm, PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL ?gi’g;%’;t;%ﬁlfc‘,m te at
Churchill vs. 0.L. St. Mary, 5 pm. - Madonna at Aquinas,’3 p.m. . . -0109.
A.A. Pioneer vs. E. Kentwood, 7 p.m. WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL Tickets for TigerFest 2004,
Saturday, Jan. 10 Thursday, Jan. 8 the Detroit Tigers’ annual fan- SOFTBALL CAMP
Salem vs. Northwille St. Clair at Schoolcraft, 5:30 p.m. focused winter event, are on P v '
Rati?og écce Ar%na. 6T10 p.(T;I.} e sft"ff‘t’aytw Jaf{ ‘% sale. The event will be held from The Annual Mercy Softball .
_ edford CC vs. New Trier (i) - choolcraft at Delta, 3 p.m. ’
at Compuware Arena {Clympic), 7 p.m. Aquinas at Madonna, 3 p.m. ;La.t?:rto .ig.m.ﬁaturda;g Jan, (}‘,Iamp for g‘;}j;;%:adfs five
Canton vs. St. Mary's,  ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE , at Joe Lows Arena. through 12 e place 9 a.m.
at St. Mary’s Arena, 8 pm. " Friday, Jan.9 Tickets are $7 for adults and 10 nnoon on mx Saturdays in early
Redford Unified at N.B. Huron, 6:20 p.m, Whalers at Sault Ste. Marie, 7:30 p.m. $5 for kids 14~and-under and 2004,
AA. Pioneer Tourney, TBA. Saturday, Jan. 10 are available through The dates are Jan. 10, 17, 24
PREP WRESTLING Whalers vs. Kingston Ticketmaster.com, all and 31 and Feb. 14 and 21. The
Thursday, Jan. 8 at Compuware Arena, 7:30 p.m, Ticketmaster outlets. the Joe camp will take place at Mercy
Stevenson at John Glen, 6 pm. ) Louis Arena box office or bycall- High School in Farmington
Northvifle at Canton, 6:30 p.m. TBA ~ time to be announced. 5 3
P ing (248) 25-TIGER, Hills. The cost is $50 for six ses-
, » The event will feature auto- sions. To register contact Sue
o R ‘ graph sessions, photo booths Graves at (734) 981-5455.
: : G et i n t h e i n k and instructional clinics by Tiger :
. : . ' p players and coaches, Fans can BASEBALL TRYOUT
1 L i . take swings inside a baseball sta~
v w |t h . H eéd It h & dium or in the major league bat- The WaCo Wolves U-9 travel
: o tling cage. There will also be a baseball team will hold winter
F |t ness. shuttle to Comerica Park for tryouts for the 2004 season. The
. : . special tours throughout the team will play about 50-60
EVQI'Y Sunday in the afternoon, . games duripg the season plus a
Observer For more information, suchas  World Seri¢s. Please call Bill
participants and activities, visit ~ Hardin at (734) 516-3723.
Get a jump on the competition at Spring Training 2004, 1w
a nationa traininig program. Six weeks of advanced 4
hitting and pitching instruction for $95. i
o
\ Sessions for grades 2 - 12 ity
¢ Toparea coaches * 5:1 ratio ® Great indoor facilities e Batting cages ® ~ U U
R Space in each session is limited. o ch
For details, phone 866-MBA-HITS or visit 3) Y =1 L

F. SELL

 JANUARY 9-10-11 '

FR1 12-9 » SAT 10-6 » SUN 10-6

BRING YOUR FIREARN

BIIY! TRADE! sEu.:

HANDGUNS  RIFLES » SHOTGUNS * KNIVES
NEED PARTS? ...WE GOT 'EM » SCOPES * GRIPS
BOOKS « MILITARY SURPLUS « JERKY & MORE!

'SUPER DEALS ON AMMO |

ADMISSION $5.00

NO ONE UNDER 18 ADMITTED WITHOUT PARENT. PICTURE ID IS REQUIRED.
FIREARM SALES TO OR THRU LICENSED. FFL. DEALERS ONLY.

\\ Not all dealers participate on Friday.

Gibraltar

TRADE CENTER, INC. GIBRALTARTRADE.COM

S

(EXIT 36)
TAYLOR, MICH.
734-287-2000

I-75 & EUREKA RD.

:_ WICOUPON » FRIDAY, JAN, STHONLY o}

- e e P S A R
b €


mailto:totalbballwkom@aol.com
http://www.total-baseball.com
http://www.detroittigers.cdm
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| LOCAL SPORTS |

SPORTS ROUNDUP | GYMNASTICS RESULTS | CHIEFS

is moving, and Bridget

. ' CANTON 140.60 Gueroquiev (3), 9.20; 5. Audra Ahern (€),  Jodoin, Sarah Tomkovich), 36.875; 2. Fitzgerald, who decided not to
RUNNING WORKSHOP SALEM 135,80 9.00; 6. Kara Ahern (C), 895. Brighton, 35.85: 3, Hartiand, 34.85: 4  FROM PAGEBI come out for the team — hasn’t
Monday at Plymouth HS All-around: 1. Chappo (C), 36.25; 2.  Salem (Ashiey Aguinto, Alfie Vraniak, hurt Canton. “I wouldnt even .

. 8t. Mary Mercy Hospital will
sponsor a Running Symposium
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 26, at the Livonia
Community Recreation Center.
. The gathering aims to .
inform about conditions asso-
ciated with running, how to
rehabilitate common injuries
and how to choose the right
funning shoe.

= Peter Galea, doctor of podia-
try medicine, St. Mary Mercy
Hospital Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation
Department physical thera-
pists, and representatives from
Running Fit will be speaking.

« Pre-registration is required.
> For more information, or to
register, call Kevin Moore at St.
Mary Mercy Hospital Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation
Department at (734) 655-2419:

" SQCCER REGISTRATION

. The Plymouth Recreation
Department will be taking
Spring Youth Soccer registra~
tion during January during
Fegular business hours - 8
a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through
Friday. -

. The office is at the Plymouth
Cultural Central, 525 Farmer
St. All first-time registrations
Yequire-a birth certificate.

* The fees for U6-US8 are $60

for Plymouth residents and

* $85 for non-residents. For U9
and older, the fee is $65 for
residents and $95 for non-resi-
dents. '
- For more information, call
(734) 455-6620. You can
download forms and get more
information at the Web site

- www.ci.plymouth.mi.us.

AAU BOYS HOOPS

. The Michigan Chargers, a
14-and-under (eighth grade)
boys basketball team will be
staging tryouts Friday, Jan. 9 to
fill a guard position for the
2004 travel season.

- Candidates should have at
least one-to-two years experi-
ence playing travel basketball
and fit the team concept.

* If chosen, a commitment is
required through the end of
June, along with fees and costs.
‘Pre-registration is required to
grrange a tryout for a cost of

5.

*“ For more information, call
coach Pete Bader at (734) 354~
9621,

€C GAME REPLAYED

- In case you missed it the first
time, Fox Sports Net will
replay the Michigan High
School Athletic Association
football and girls basketball
finals over the holiday season
at least once.

> Oflocal interest, Redford
Catholic Central’s Division I
football win over Utica
Eisenhower will be shown at
12:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 16.

Vault: 1. Alyssa Kelley (C), 9.60; 2.
Megan Chappo (C), 9.30; 3. Ashley
Aguinto (S}, 9.10; 4. Elena Gueroguiev (S),
8.75; 5. Mina Pirzadeh (C), 8.65; 6. Kara
Ahern (C), 8.60.

Uneven parallel bars: 1. Chappo (C),

9.15; 2. Kelley (C), 8.85; 3. Aquinfo (S),
8.60; 4. Kara Ahern (C), 8.35; 5. Kate
Statey (C), 8.25; 6. Elena Gueroguiev (S),
8.05. .
. Balance beam: 1. Kara Ahern (C), 8.65;
2. Katie Waldeck (5), 8.60; 3. Gueroguiev
(8), 8.55; 4. Chappo (C), 8.50; 5. Allie
Vraniak (5), 8.45; 6. (tie) Megan McCarthy
(S}, Aquinto (), Keiley (C), 8.05,

Floor exercise: 1. Kefley (C), 9.40; 2.
Aguinto (S), 9.35; 3.Chappo {C), 9.30; 4.

Kefey (C}, 35.9; 3. Aquinto (S), 35.10; 4.
(tie} Kara Ahern (C), Gueroguiev (8),
34.55; 6. Altie Vraniak (S), 32.80.

SALEM INVITATIONAL
Saturday at Plymouth HS
Team standings: 1. Farmington
Unified, 146.225; 2. Salem, 137.775; 3.

Brighton, 137.475; 4. Hartland, 135.10; 5.,

Ann Arbor Huron, 121.60; 6. Fraser, 121.5;
7. Walled Lake Unified, 119.00; 8. Adrian,
115.10; 9. Ann Arbor Pioneer, 114.05; 10.
Saline, 113.80; 1. Westland John Gienn-
Wayne Memorial, 111.65; 12. Parma
Western, 106.75; 13. Plymouth, 102.5,
Vault: 1. Farmington (Caitlin
McPherson, Kelly Patrick, Shannon

Sara Schmidt, Elena Gueroguiev), 33.6.-

Uneven parallel bars: farmingion
(Alyse Quinn, Patrick, Jodoin,
Tomkovich), 36.35; 2. Salem (Sarah
Bugosh, Aguinto, Meghan Negele,
Gueroguiev), 34.15; 3. Brighton, 32.75; 4.
Hartland, 32.1.

Balance beam: 1. Farmington (Sarah
Houchins, Patrick, Jodoin, Marisa Karcz),
36.3; 2. Salem (Bugosh, Megan McCarthy,
Katie Waldeck, Gueroguiev), 34.1; 3.
Brighton, 33.1; 4. Hartland, 31.6.

Floor exercise: i Farmington
(Houchins, McPherson, Quinn, Jodoin),

36.7; 2. Kartiand, 36.55; 3. Salem (Bugosh, .

Aguinto, McCarthy, Gueroguiev), 35.925;
4, Brighton, 35.475,

ROCKS

FROM PAGE Bt

How high the Rocks can climb in the very
tough WLAA is difficult to predict. “I hate
to say,” Driscoll said. “We could be in the

140 range. Our goal is to get to

Last season, Bartlett was injured in her
first event at the conference meet and did
not compete; Salem fell to sixth in the team

standings, scoring just 134.35.

~ With the addition of Gueroguiev and
Bugosh, the Rocks should be better, They

showed it last Saturday at the 1

Salem Invitational, scoring 137.775 to plac
second in the team standings to :
Farmington Unified. Among the teams
Salem bested were Brighton and Hartland,

a pair of WLAA competitors. B

first at the conference meet last season;

Hartland was third.

™" COACHES WANTED *

B Redford Thurston is look-
ing for a varsity girls basket-
ball coach. '

For more information,

. please call athletic director Al

Chambo at (313) 535-4000,
Ext. 1166.
H Troy High and Troy

‘Athens high schools are in

need of girls water polo coach-
es. Interested candidates are
asked to contact Troy Director
of Athletics Jim Feldkamp at
(248) 823-5093.

M Farmington High School
has a position available for

. someone willing to serve on a

volunteer basis as a strength
and conditioning coach for the
football program. The position
would involve approximately
nine hours per week, starting
in January. To inquire, call the
athletic department at (248)
489-3352.

M Plymouth High School is
looking for a ninth-grade soft-
ball coach for the 2004 sea-
son. .

For more information or to
apply, please call athletic
director Terry Sawchuk at
(734) 582-5700/02.

M Canton HS is accepting
applications for a freshmen
softball coach. Experience in
fastpitch softball is necessary.

For further information,
contact Canton athletic direc-
tor Sue Heinzman at (734)
416-2925.

E-w

Passages...

in "Passages”...

When you've lost a loved one and want to
let others know, let us know.
We'll place your notice on our website and

"

Winter Ski
Package Special.

From*®50Q

per person,

THE .
@bserver & Eccentric
NEWSPAPERS .
¢ Call 1-800-579-7355 / Fax: 734-953-2232 / E-mail: OEObits@o¢.homecomm.net
;Ws lRates apply: $6 per line $10 per photograph = 5

B
Winter Ski Package Special includes

. one night’s lodging and daily lift ticket... |

all from $59 per person. Kids ages
7-17 and grandparents 60 and over
are just $14, 6 and under are free,

k  Crystal's new North Face, with 1|
new runs and a quad lift, make this a
better vacation value than ever

| Available on select midweek dates
this winter. Crystal Mountain®, 28 miles

§ SW of Traverse City, M on M-115,

] *Some restrictions apply. Call for details or book onine.

@.
CRYSTAL

MOUNTAIN

www.crystalmountain.com
i-800-968-7686
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“It was a big boost for them at the end of
the night,” said Driscoll. “It will be nice to
show them that, that they are just as capa-
ble as those teams.” : .

Still, there’s no telling yet just how good

state meet.”

the Rocks can be. They're 1-1 in dual meets,
having beaten Wayne-Westland before los-
- ing to Canton. Driscoll figures by mid-sea~
son she’ll have a better idea where this
team is headed.
“Somewhere in the middle of the season,”
she said. “Like at the Canton Invitational

(on Feb. 7). That will give us a pretty good

idea.”

3-team

righton was

injury-free.

‘What Salem doesn’t have is the depth of
some of the conference’s better teams.
Which means an injury to a key competitor
could be devastating. ' .

Canton, Northville-Novi, Livonia Unified,
Brighton and Hartland all figure to be in
the conference race. Salem will be added to
that list if the Rocks progress and can stay

prospects into the state’s-best

level, ,
“We have a really strong foun-

dation of kids from last year,” said

_.Cunningham, “but we've notched

it up with some really good kids
this year, :

Four freshmen join a junior,
Megan Chappo, who are new to
the team. All five could be,
indeed should be, among
Canton’s top eight scorers this
season. .

The incoming freshmen are
Alyssa Kelley, Chelsea Selden,
Kate Staley and Kaitlyn Burns.
Burns, Staley and Kelley are, like -
Chappo, Division I gymnasts.

In the dual wins over
Northville-Novi and Salem, the
Chiefs had five all-around scores

-over 35. Chappo and Kelley have

two each, Ahern one.

~ Three of Canton’s new gym-
nasts would be competing for
club teams if injuries were not a
problem. A long season filled
with intense training sessions
bring results, but also have led to
injuries. High school teams
shorter practices have made prep
gymnastics more atiractive, and
doable.

“I never remember having the.
depth I have now;” Cunningham
said. “We're a good team now and.
we're just going to get better”

Indeed, even the loss of two
state qualifiers from last year’s
team — Jessi Bates, whose family

want to think about making out &
li?vp'card with all those girls,” °
__Cdnningham said.
That’s because he also has
gymnasts like senior Lauren -
Foley, who excels in the floor
exercise, and junior Heather -
Wagner, who will compete in the
uneven parallel bars and vault, to -
call upon. And both Aherns,
Pirzadeh and Nyberg,

As for the race for the state
title, the Western Lakes Activities
Association Meet may providea®
good look at whose best. '
Cunningham figures “six of the-
top 10 teams in the state” are in
the WLAA: Canton, Salem, .
Brighton, Hartland, Northville- -
Novi and Livonia Unified.

~ The best in the state at present
appears to be Farmington -
Unified. Rochester Adams is
another of the top teams on the
east side of the state; on the west,.
there’s Rockford, Portage,
Traverse City, Grand Ledge and
Grand Rapids Forest Hills. ,

A top-five finish at state is cer-
tainly within Canton’s reach,
“The potential is there,” :
Cunningham said. “I don’t know
when it will come to fruition.”

Could this team match the ‘96
tearn’s finish at state? “With a lit-
tle careful planning we coulddo
it again,” he answered.

The Chiefs are on the rise.
Staying that way — going up —
will be the key. ‘

with purchase of

Winners Dodge, Inc.
25151 Allen Road
Woodhaven, MI 48183

734-675-4700

You trust us for your vehicles, |
‘now check us out for tires.

See your participating TireWorks Plus Dealer.

Bruce Campbell Dodge, inc.  Crestwood Dodge, Inc. Dick Scott Dodge, inc.
14875 Telegraph Road 32850 Ford Road 684 Ann Arbor Road
“Redford, MI 48239 Garden City, Ml 48135 Plymouth, Ml 48170
313-538-1500 734-421-5700 734-451-2110
Livonia Chrysler Jeep Snethkamp Chrysler Jeep, Inc.  Taylor Chrysler Jeep
30777 Plymouth 23951 Plymouth Road 12000 Telegraph Road
Livonia, Ml 48150 Redford, MI 48239 Taylor, MI 48180
734-525-5000 313-255-2700

' with purchase of four tires?

Up to five quarts.
four tires* Some restrictions apply
ST\ see your dealer for .

complete details.

734-946-8200

for lite of Tires

every 6,000 miles
Certain restrictions apply

©vLLZ180304Qd

Jeepisa registere'd' Trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. *Coupons expire january 31, 2004.' -
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Calendar’ note

- The Michigan School of
Gardening extends an
invitation to a private
showing of the movie
Calendar Girls at 11 a.m.
Sunday, Jan; 11, at the
Emagine Theater in
Novi, ‘

The movie is an
English-made romantic
comedy about a garden
club’s special fund-rais-
ing effort. . :
~ In addition to the movie
and refreshments, your
$10 ticket will make a siz-
able donation to the vol-
unteering efforts of
Detroit Garden Center
(DGC).

DGC members
maintain the grounds of
historic Moross House in
downtown Detroit as a
green oasis open to afi,
sponsor educational pro-
grams and help city.
youngsters grow through
hands-on garden work-
shops.

To attend, send your
check for $10 per person
to Detroit Garden Center,
1460 E. Jefferson,
Detroit, M1 48207.
Include a phone number
or e-mail address on your
check.

Or call (313) 259-6363
to reserve a will-call tick-

et
Free trees |

Ten free flowering trees
will be given to each per-

National Arbor Day
Foundation during
January 2004, .

The free trees are part
of the nonprofit founda-
tion's Trees for America
campaign.

The 10 trees are: two
white flowering dog-
woods, two flowering
crabapples, two
Washington hawthorns,
two American redbuds
and fwo Kousa dog-
woods.

*These compact
frees were selected
for planting in large

“or small spaces,”

said John Roséfiow,

- the foundation's presn-

dent.
~ “They will give your
home the beauty of love-
Iy pink, white and yellow
-flowers ~ and also pro-
vide winter berries and
nesting sites for song-
birds.”

The trees will be
shipped postpaid at the
right time for planting

. between Feb. 1and May

31 with enclosed planting
mstructuons.

* The 6- to'12-inchtrees
are guaranteed to grow
or they wiil be replaced
free of charge.

Members also recelve
a subscription to the
foundation's bimonthly
publication, Arbor
Day, and The Tree
Book, with information
about {ree planting and
care.

. To become a

member of the founda-
tion and to receive

the free trees, send

a $10 contribution to: Ten
Free Flowering Trees,
National Arbor Day
Foundation, 100 Arbor
Avenue, Nebraska City,
NE 68410, by Saturday,
Jan. 31.

~ Or go online to arbor-
day.org.

and Tubbs

lines.

lme, oﬁ'ered throug
at the MDC The collection
is French-influenced with art deco

Submissions

‘Do you have a special item
you'd like to showcase in

At Home? We'd like to
feature it!

Send a photo or sfide of
the piece, along with
information, to: Ken

Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham 48009.

Marketplace on the front of

Abramczyk, At Home editor,

“It is a sleek and sophisticated col-
lection,” Samuels said.

Then there’s the Thomas Pheasant
Georgian Armoire, which brings a
classic form mixed with 2 modern tra-
ditionalism, according to John Amato,
sales associate at Baker, Woods are
generally mahogany.

“What sets it apart is the sheen on
the table,” Amato said.

Winter presents a time of year when

?LERSE StE TRENDS, €3

INTERIOR DESIGN@DIY%GARDENIN’G

Above, sleek
and sophisti-
cated best
describe these
dark woods at
1| Baker, Knapp
2 and Tubbs at

4 the Michigan
Design Center
in Troy. At left,
this bronze
piece adds a
touch of ele-
‘gance.

The Thomas Pheasant Georgian armoire (far right) brings a classic form mixed
with a8 modern traditionalism at Baker, Knapp and Tubbs at the Michigan
- Design Center in Troy Velvet drapes and soft colors give the room a delicate

MARKET PLACE

Cool flowers

These fun Terra Fuela fiower pots serve up three “flavors”
of blooms: Big Smile sunflowers, Blue Lagoon ageratum
and Aurora Fire marigold. They are available exclusively
from Gardener's Supply COmpany
The flowers come ready to grow in premlum Intervale
organic compost, a nutrient-packed organic blend that is
made with horse manure, bedding, leaves, grass and a
- secret ingredient - a certain gourmet ice cream made in
Vermont.
The flowers grow right in the familiar-looking one-pint
~ container. .

. Prices are $6.95 for each kit, or $16.95 for all three, plus
shipping and handfing.
Call (800) 427-3363 or visit www.qardeners.com for
information.

St. James
Antiques
Show
draws near

One of the exciting signs thatitsa .
new year is the St. James Antiques |
Show, a January event at St. James
Episcopal Church in downtown .
Birmingham.

This year’s show, the 15th annual,
will take place Friday-Saturday, Jan.
16-17, at the church, 355 W. Maple,
east of Southfield Road.

Different levels of the church will be

EY
X
“

trans- :
formed into
ST. JAMES an antiques’
Al derland
ANTIQUES SHOW ;%o
o Uri n event,
Whenf Friday-Saturday, which, raises
Jan. ]6.']7 _ money for
A preview party will church and
take place 6:30-9 p.m. c‘r’g?;ﬁfsmty
Thursday, Jan. 5. P bs ali
Where: St. James done by”voll-
Episcopal Church, 355 :af;f;;f
W. Maple, east of Fllen Kace

Southfield Road in of

irmi Bloomfield .
downtown Birmingham. L She
Hours: 10 a.m. to 8 and her
p.m. Jan. 16, and 10 husband,
am. o5 pm. Jan. 17. g::lee’rge
Admission: Admission * chairs of the
to the antigues show is event.
$6. Two hours of free Itsa

L hometown
parking will be show. The
“availableatthe ~ whole
Chester Street parking ~ church,
everybody
structure, on Maple works on it
between Southfield “It’s kind
Road and Chester. of like a
" . treasure
Tickets for the preview  yynt» said -
party are $40; call - Jim Taylor -
(248) 646-3224 for of Dede and
R Jim Taylor .
reservations. Antiques,
Information: Call (248) ~one of the
644-0820. participat-
ing .
% exhibitors.
A prewew
partyis. ..

scheduled 6:30~9 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
15. Tickets for the preview party are
$4.0; call (248) 646-3224 for reserva--
tions. -
The preview will feature food by
Amaryllis Catering of Birmingham, _

with hors d’'oeuvres, wine and a ﬁWeet’

table. Party attendees will have an
early start on buying antiques.

Select dealers will present a wide
variety of antiques, such as porcelain,
linen, fine china, silver, jewelry, cloth-
ing, clocks, books and furniture.

“You have a wonderful assortment
of different things,” Kass said.

“It’s a very buyable show,” Taylor
said.

Other exhibitors will include
Carol Hutchins Cole Antiques, Shelley
Barr Antiques, Histoire DeFrance,
Pauline Work Antigues, Nostalgia
Antiques, The Crockett Collection,
Flounder and Firkin, Melrose

Antiques, Annie Sales Inc., Lois Raitt

Antiques, Ann Thatcher Antiques,
Yours Very Jewelry, Don Butkovich
Antigues and Apprmsals, Wally’s
Clocks, The

Lotus Gallery, Edna Tillman and
Leonard Berry, Big Beaver Antiques,
House of Memories Antiques,
Crimson Rose Antiques, and Aimee of
Dearborn. v

The St. James Cafe will offer lunch,
snacks and dinner. Door prizes donat-
ed by Birmingham merchants will be
featured. v ,

The idea for the antiques show
began with Barbara Stokel of
Birmingham, Taylor said.

The show raised more than $18,500
last year, which went to projects both
in and out of the parish.

Among these were Mariner’s Inn,
St. Anne’s Mead, the University of
Michigan and Michigan State
University chaplaincies, and the Bill
Bones Outreach Fund.

The show also supported the St.
James J2A Pilgrimage Fund, which .

- allowed young people to make a pil-

grimage to Alaska and will provide
future funding for the pilgrimage next .
year. .

“The timing is very good,” 'I‘aylor
said.

“It's a reminder for everybody
that sprmg is going to be sometime
soon.”
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contractors thoroughl
before hiring them

BY DAVID BRADLEY
X FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES
1 Short and sweét may be
great for giving speeches, but
long and bland are more apt
descriptors for how to conduct
contractor interviews.

Homeowners - often
in a rush to get a project
started - will cut short the crit-
ical give-and-take process
between themselves and the
candidates in line for contracts
that are worth tens or even
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.

According to The Associated
Press House of the Week book-
let, What You Should Ask
Potential Contractors ($5.99 by
visiting aphouseoftheweek.com
or by calling (877) 228-2954),
when homeowners are too soft
on contractors or skip the hard

.questions, they open a
Pandora’s box “rife with possi~
_ bilities for miscommunication,
cost overruns, and finger point-
ing") . ~

.In the absence of a formal
interview, the consumer only
kicks the tires and misses
what’s beneath the hood. The
worst case scenario is home-
owners don’t learn all they
need to know and the contrac-
tor has no opportunity to tell
his side of the story.

Booklet authors
recommend consumers go
well beyond contractor avail-
ability and workmanship to
delve into a range of broader
issues from reputation to
financial acumen to communi-
cation skills.

Here's a sampling of soup-to-
nuts topics both sides should
prepare for:

M Quality of work and job
experience

B Professional licenses and
insurance

- M Scope of work

‘M Budget and materials

- M History of liens

. B Consumer and contractor
ekpectations

M Communication

A face-to-face interview

projects the homeowner
attitude that their project is
more than a low-bid proposi-
tion. '

Likewise, professional con-
tractors will seize the interview
as a chance to show their pro-
fessional skills and business
abilities.

The interview is the first step
in what may be a protracted
prefessional relationship. Asis
noted in the booklet,

“Too often, the homeowner
mistakes contractors as
only hired workers or project
overseers, when in fact a
contractor should be viewed
as combination counselor,
project overseer, materials
expert and cost-control coordi-
nator.

“Even in housing markets
where contractors can be hard
to find, you need to satisfy
yourself that all questions are
answered before work starts.
Don'’t assume anything. Better
to ask early than be surprised
later” . o

Group questions in writing
by subject category. There’s no -
harm in supplying the contrac-
tor with the topiclist in
advance.

In fact, good contractors -
those with established, rep-
utable businesses ~ will gladly
answer questions. Real pros
welcome inquiries because it
helps weed out contractors
who may skirt answers or
pursue jobs based on price
alone. : .

Such preparation serves sev-
eral purposes.

Homeowners give them-
selves a consistent basis to
judge the pluses and minuses
of multiple contractor candi-
dates.

Quality contractors may also
raise points on materials or
construction practices the
homeowner may have no rea-
son to know about.

E-mait questions on homeowner-
contractor relations to
david.bradley@aphouseoftheweek.co
mo

Resoive to keep aleftAfor the unigue. Monte Nagier took this unusual photo on Befte Isle.

Develop these resolutions for new year

new year is upon us. As

you make up your list of
esolutions, don’t forget
to include your photography.

If you found a new camera
under the Christmas tree, |
rﬁso ve tol
thoroughly
read the
instruction
manual and
familiarize
yourself with
all controls
and func-
tions.

Check out
existing
equipment to
Monte make sure
Nagler j everythingis

in good work-
ing order, Resolve to change
all batteries in your carneras
to avoid a possible future
problem.

Focus on
Photography

Been procrastinating on
insurance for your camera
gear? Resolve this year to
check into an insurance poli-
cy. Premiums are inexpensive
when compared with the
financial and emotional loss-
es if some of your equipment
is damaged, lost or stolen.

Resolve to take one of the
many excellerit photography
classes or workshops that are
available throughout the
area. Or treat that budding
photographer in the family to
a class to get the photography
juices flowing.

Resolve to enter a photog-
raphy contest this year. There
are many offered in the area.
Unusual photographs with-
high emotional impact often
place well and, of course, if
you don’t enter, you'll never
know how well that special
shot might have done.

Resolve to organize all your
prints and negatives. Then, if
you want to make an enlarge-
ment, the negative is at your
fingertips. ,

And speaking about
enlargements, have some of
your favorite shots blown up
and framed and get them on
the wall. Having photographs
1o see every day will keep you
inspired and will encourage |
you to photograph even
more.

Resolve to photograph dif-
ferent subjects and in differ-
ent conditions. If you've
never taken rural country
scenes, now is the time to
start. Or if you've never taken
close-ups of nature, why not
begin now? You may awaken
interests and hidden talent
you never knew were there.

Resolve to take in more
photography exhibits this

year, look at more photogra-
phy books and closely study
and analyze photos you see
every day. If you do, you'll be
pleasantly surprised at how

- much you can learn.

And finally, resolve to not
be just a fair weather photog-
rapher. Foggy, misty days will
give an element to your pic-
{ures that no other weather
conditions will. And don’t let
winter weather keep you
inside. Resolve to bundle up
and head outdoors to capture
some of winter’s fantastic
scenes on film. To all readers
and friends, best wishes fora
happy and photo-filled 2004.

Monte Nagler is a fine art photog-
rapher based in Farmington Hills,
You can leave him a message by
dialing (734) 953-2047 on a touch- .
tone phone, His fax number is (248).
644-1314. e .

C

Sale Ends Jan. 17th

INTERIORS
FURNITURE

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia (S. of 8 Mile)
(248) 474-6900

Open Mbn‘day, Thursday, Friday 9:30-9; Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday 9:30-5:30; Open Sunday 1-5

There’s nothing better tochase away those wintertime blues than
buying something fresh and new for that favorite room in your home.
Whether it’s the living room, dining room or the bedroom, we have

prices and values to cure those winter blahs.

SAVE 25-40%

on everything at Classic Interiors, and for one week only, we will pay
your 6% sales tax or qualify for one year interest-free financing.

» Wesley Allen * Restonic * Legacy Leather

* Bob Timberlake e Charleston Forge e Dinaire

* King Hickory . %gh 0 * Harden

e Hekman . . Ni?%?;?ssg gtone ¢ Bradington-Young
e Howard Miller « Lexington e Hooker

o LM. David ¢ Duham e Canal Dover

o Superior » Custom Shoppe

* All discounts are off manufacturers’ suggested retail prices. ® All previous sales excluded. » Offer not valad in conjunction with any other promotional discount
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Many homeowners want designers to help re-create that lodge theme in the
- home,

Colors trends are
less conservative

Designers are also looking at
new trends in everything from
paint colors to lighting. .

In colors, brown is the new
black, according to Terry
Samuels, owner of
Interforspace of West
Bloomfield and Designer on
Call at the Michigan De51gn
Center in Troy.

“People are less conservajcive
about paint,” she said.

“Red is popular on walls
right now, and citrus colors are
used more often in contempla-
tive settmgs.

“You're seeing very httle use
of wallpapers, and a lot of glaz-
ing and stria,” Samuels
said.

Stria is a finish that uses one
color, then is mixed with thin
layers of a very thin color and
treated vertically or horizontal-
ly.

Sometimes lighting is

“whimsical.” said John Wohl,
interior de51gner with TVI
Design in Royal Oak.

Lighting is free-spirited,
futuristic, retro, or even has

| an organic, natural feel to it —

i like pine cones in a hanging
light in a lodge-themed home
or the grasslike strands extend-
ing boldly on a chandelier for a

‘contemporary touch.

- “We have clients who .
want to replicate lodges,” Wohl
said.

“We're also seeing things
from the atomic age and the

WEMAXE TH, WORLD'S
BEST MAATTRESS™

space age,” Wohl said. “It is
reminiscent of World War 11

Iron works in certain chan-
deliers bring a craftsmanship
to lighting.

Silk is also a popular fabnc
in both traditional and formal
settings.

Wohl looks at the patterns on
display on racks at Baker
Furnpiture at the MDC and runs
through the floral patterns.

“It looks like it is right out of
a Target ad,” Wohl said. “Tt cap-
tures the younger spirit of the
marketplace.

“It’s not really the flower
power of the '60s as it is not
psychedelic, but it is just as
ﬁ.ln.” .

These patterns can be:
used in bedrooms, kitchens
and bathrooms, or even sun-
rooms.

More homeowners are
looking at more detail in
the kitchen, according to
Samuels. g

Homeowners are opening
up that room, buying more
beautiful wood cabinets and
using natural stone and slate
instead of ceramic tile,
Samuels said.

The stone and slate is gener-
ally used in kitchens and baths,
but you will also see it in foy~
ers, too,

Consumers like stainless,
steel because it has a sleek look
and is easy to care for, Samuels
said.

SUPERIOR
Sertapedic Plush or Firm
Great Value

'Nin.....'....
Full Set...

Mahogany wood, shown in this table and chairs at Baker, Knapp and Tubbs at the Mlchlgan Design Center in Troy, remains the popular choice in furniture for

homeowners seeking a contemporary setting.

TRENDS

FROM PAGE C1

‘homeowners hunker down and

spend more time with furni-
ture and furnishings, so it's
important they enjoy time
inside their homes with their
color, style and even lighting
choices.

They don’t always stick to
strictly contemporary, either.

“Eclectic rooms remain the
most popular,” Samuels said.
“(Homeowners are) doing their
own thing, rather than adher-
ing to one style” .

Eclectic can be reﬂecbed in
choices of accessory pieces.
Interior designers and con-
sumers are seeing a “flood” of
accessories that they can use in
the home, according to John
Wohl, interior designer with

‘TVI Design in Royal Oak.

“You have beautiful decora-
tive items on the market where
you once had {o go to antique
auctions or flea markets to
get,” said Wohl. “But you're not
always getting the quality and

the fine craftsmanship you
once had.”

Pillow Top
Our Best Value

Queen Set.

VWE MAKE THE WORLD'S
BEST MATTRESS"

King Set......................

TWIN SIZE
MA'ITRESSES

-Consumers
Ealso are look-
ing at retro

looks from the
40s, '60s and "70s,
The " Wohl said.
Pan Asian “I think it’s a reaction to
style is exhibited not always wanting (décor)

in this table with its
simple, yet sturdy,
structure,

done in Old World, but to be
able to embrace a new pop
culture.”

Consumers may want noth-

John Woh! points out a little “flower power" in some retro patterns and colors
available for bathrooms. '

_ ing more than a cast bronze

piece to add a little elegant fig-
urine to the room.

It all depends on the mood,
designers note.

Designers also are noting the

“huge Pan Asian influence in

homes. “Part of it has to do
with the Zen-like cultural -
influences and from inspira-
tion,” said Wohl. “That vein is
coming out in the furniture
and you're seeing a little more ~;
of that medltatlve, contempla- !
tive influence.”

And Asian is popular. o

“Youlook at pictures of w
rooms in homes in the New .
York Times, and you will see  ~
these simple (furniture)
designs,” Wohl said.

“One of the most important

Buy now & yau 'l receive a

) Insiant
$ 00 Cash Rebate

or NO Payments ‘til July "04!

We've Got Ya
COVERED!

Ofsr explm Jasuary 315, 2004, Qualifid buyars omy Ona caupon per
wustomer, Offer good af time of estimats anly, Corlaln restictions apply.
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leqally downloadmg music just got more affordable

or the last several years,
we've all enjoyed a free
lunch of downloadable -
music, served with a side of
schadenfreude,
from the Jikes
of Napster;.
Morpheus and
KaZaa. (’Ib‘.ke\

record labels!)

Itstimeto
pay up.

It’s not that
the aforemen-
tioned services
are shutting -
down (actually,
they're likely to
stick around

Tips help
make
painting

ob easier

BY MORRIS AND JAMES CAREY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

Tech
Savvy

Rick

Here are a few tips to make
your next painting joba httle
easier:

. Start by protecnng not-to-be-
pamted surfaces.

- Next, fix holes and damaged
areas by using a vinyl spackling
compound; apply it with a
putty knife. If the wall is tex-
tured, use texture touchup in a
spray can,

For painting, start with the.

ceiling and use a brush to cut in -

where the ceiling meets the
walls, and a roller to finish the
rest; the procedure is the same
with walls.

If you will be painting the
next day, save cleanup time
by wrapping the rollers in
plastic wrap and placing
them in the refrigerator
" overnight,

The next morning, you will
be ready to roll,

that, greedy

indefinitely), it’s that the
recording industry has finally
cooked up fair, flexible, afford-
able alternatives.

How affordable? You can
now buy songs online for 99
cents apiece or albums for
$9.99.

Sometimes less.

How flexible? You can burn

“your songs to CDs and copy

them to compatible portable
devices (more on thatina
minute),

How fair? In most cases
there are no subscription fees -
you pay for music entirely a la
carte,

To put it another way, the
new online music stores cater

Plan your m

| do not fike cooking alf the time
but | seem to spend a ot of time in
my kitchen. Every morning | need
to figure out what to fix for dinner,
not to mention breakfast and
— lunch. | dread

1 trips to the
grocery.store
and worst of all, |
cook the same
things over and
over again,

Do you have any
suggestions?

Domestic
Planner Meals can be
relaxing and

provide a good
environment
. for social inter-
action. We do,
however, spend an enormous

Diana
Koenig

amount of time in food prepa- .

ration. :
If you plan ahead, you will
accomplish more in a day.
Planning three healthy
meals and snacks seven days a-
week for a family of any size is

“a huge task. It is imperative

you have a fast, workable sys-

-~ tem to limit the amount of

time you spend on meals. It is
also important that the meals
you plan are nutritious and
appealing. Preparation and
creative ideas will result in
feeding your family in a fast,

efficient, and healthy way.

olstered Today and-

o O S ETE 1 ELRIGERERS AL SRR AR
R '."”"'}11‘“

wnHI

—

- Receive

. FREE ESTIMATES
IN HOME!

' Too lat eto...Cl
For those fast minute ads as
that just had o getin!

“to customers, not record com-
panies. They're not perfect, but
they’re accommodating and
inexpensive enough to make
you think twice before you
steal another song,.

~ 1did. Just before the holi-
days, my wife mentioned how
much she’d love to have the Les
Miserables soundtrack. I was-~
1t about to venture into a mall

three days before Christmas, so

I thought I'd investiga,té my
online options. .
First stop: Wal-Mart (yes,

Wal-Mart). The discount
retailer had just unveiled its
own music-download store
(musicdownloads.walmart.co
m), this one offering songs for

" Plan menus a week in
advance by writing down the
meals you will be preparing for
each day of the week. If your
children are older, they can
prepare their own food for
breakfast and lunch. Make
nutritious food available for
your family to prepare these
two meals.

. For breakfast have available
cold and hot foods such as:
Various cereals, muffins,
bagels, bread for toast, fruit,
oatmeal, eggs and frozen pan-
cakes. Occasionally, you may
want to prepare a hot breakfast
and cook everyone’s favorite

_ dish. The following food items

are available for lunch; peanut
butter, jelly, cheese, lunch
meat, bread, yogurt, apple-
sauce, fruit, soups, chip snacks,
sweet snacks, salad and dinner
leftovers. .

Teach your daughters and
sons to cook. At age 11, one of
‘my sons began cooking oat- -
meal and frying eggs. He was
proud of his ability to prepare
his own hot breakfast and
choose to eat when he wanted
to. He also taught me how
important it is to offer periodic
refresher courses in cooking, I
taught him how to prepare
oatmeal using the stove -
method. He liked the idea of
cooking and loved oatmeal so
he cooked it every day. One day
when I was shopping at the
grocery store there was a sale
on microwave oatmeal so I
bought some. I told him about

_}ust 88 cents each.

In fact, most albums sell for
just $9.44, which is what I
paid for the 17-track sound-
track.

That’s 55 cents per song. It
took me all of 10 minutes to
download them, and I had no
worries about the quality or
content of each file (as I would
with a file-sharing service).

“Wal-Mart, the newly reborn
Napster (www.napster.com,),
and MusicMatch (www.music-
match.com) deliver songs in
the Windows Media Audio, or
WMA, format. Apple’s iTunes
‘Music Store
(www, apple.com/ltunes) uses
the lesser-known AAC format.

my purchase but failed to give
him other information he
needed for breakfast the next
morning,

He prepared his catmeal in
the microwave the same way
he prepared it on top of the
stove, using the same metal
pan.

We awoke the next morning
to our daughter’s scream and
the smell of burnt plastic, The
smell lingered for days and we
lived without a microwave for
two months.

Despite the occasional
mishaps, you can depend on
your family to prepare some of
their meals, as they depend.
on you to keep the pantry
stocked. Make a list of every-
thing you need for the week
and then go to the grocery
store. Shop during off peak
traffic and shopping times,
usually early morning or late
evening. Keep a supply of
brownie and cake mixes and a

freezer full of quick meals.

You will be ready for unex-~
pected dinner guests. This
method also proves useful on
nights when you need an
instant meal for your family
because of meetings, dance les-
sons, or sports activities.

Dinner is the meal you are
probably responsible to cook.
If you work outside the home
you will need easy dinner
preparations. Listed below are
the things to do to make din-
ner efficient, different and deli-
-cious.

Manafacturers Close Out

NO PAYMENTS FOR ONE YEAR!

fLQOR plus

COVERIN

COMM CIAI. RESIDE TIAI.
R COVERIN

The Plas Is Customer Samfamon

‘ FURNITURE,INC

OE08177875

Over 50 Years
Exp'erience

Call Now!
- 31 3 38 1-8003

Notice that MP3 wasnt men-
" tioned anywhere in there.

As a result, you may not be
able to copy your new songs to
your MP3 player, PDA, or
other portable devices.
Depends on the service,
depends on the device.

Fortunately, there’s an easy
remedy: Burn your songs to a
CD, then rip them from that
CD to the MP3 format. Now
you've got unrestricted MP3
files you-can copy to any
portable player.

"Sure, it’s an exira step, but at

least it’s legal. You paid for the
music. You should be able to
listen to it how and where you
please.

eals to sav

M Prepare a meal in the
crockpot for evenings you do -
not have time to cook. It is
quick and easy to put meat in
the crockpot and pour barbe-
cue sauce or soup on top.

B My husband barbecues
two times a month. He does
the meat while prepare the rest
of the meal. I must plan ahead
on the evenings my husband
barbecues because he becomes
frustrated if I have not fully
defrosted’the meat. It is espe- .
cially hard for him to make
hamburgers out of partially
frozen ground beef. Not only is
it hard to form patties from
icebergs, but they are cold on
the hands and fall apart on the
grill

M Go out for dinner once a
month. Search for coupons so
you can get a discounted or
free meal. There are six of us so
‘buy one get one free' is a great
deal.

M Make your meals new and
exciting but also keep time and
cost at a minimum, Cook at
least one new dinner meal a
week so you can intreduce.
your family to new foods. This
will broaden their eating -
habits.

This is important but alsoa -

difficult task with children.
When my children were young,
I was frustrated with the limit-
ed number of foods they would
try. To put it quite simply, they
were ‘picky eaters’ One day I
decided to plan a meal in
which each family member

On the other hand, you
shouldn’t have to pay $17 fora
CD with only two or three -
songs you like. Thanks to the
new online music stores, those’
days are over. You.can buy just
the songs you want, and fora
fair price. It’s time to stop
rationalizing theft and do the
right thing, :

Rick Broida writes about compﬁtefé ‘
and technology for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers. Broida, of

Commerce Township, has written for '

computer and techrology magazines,
and is a co-author of several books on
handheld computing. Readers who
have questions for Broida can e-mail’
him at rickbroidai@excite.com.

would eat everything. .
Corn was the first item sug-
gested but only five out of the
six of us like corn. We dis-
cussed pork chops but only’
four people liked pork.
Choosing our bread for the
meal seemed easy but we soon
found out some of us liked
wheat and some liked white.
Finally, after a long discus-
sion we came up with a meal
everyone would eat. The meal
consisted of French fries,
applesauce, and vanilla ice
cream. I decided we had a lot
to learn about eating nutritious
food. Everything on the menu
does not have to be new but
prepare at least one new dish
or a different version of some-
thing you have prepared
before. Leftovers can provide a

- fast meal. Do not use the word

‘leftovers. Your family may not
like leftovers so you can cre-

" atively disguise leftovers,

For example: Take leftover

_chicken off the bone and make

anoodle casserole.- -
Peel leftover baked potatoes,

- then heat them with butter

and cheese.’

Cut leftover roast and pour
barbecue sauce on top: It is
rewarding to have everyone
comment on what a great meal
you have prepared when you
know it required minimum
effort.

Send your guestions and success sto-

ries to: Diana Koenig, P.O. Box 1702, -
Manchester, MO 6301,

gone in “Passages.”

2

oEensaces Rates apply: $6

W'hen it's time to say goodbye. .

Give others the opportunity to know a loved one is

Tell your funeral prowderv you d hke anotice in

“Passages” or contact us directly.
THE

@bserver G Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS
Call 1-800-579-7355 / Fax: 734-953-2232 / E-mail: OEObits@oe. homecomm net

per line $10 per photograph

Iexstel Home Theater

Help make your dreams come rue
with 8 Flexsteel Home Theater Unit

%

KITCHEN
REMODELING?

R e

| patio. Al applianges included.
$219,900. 734-634-9250.

_Call fo place yourad at
1-800-579-SELL(7355)

TROY - OPEN SUN. 145
5692 FREDMOOR
$/80uth Bivd, WAlivernois
Completely updated, 3 bed-
room, 2 bath trh level on 172
acte. Wood floors, marble
bait, ceramic tife enclosed
porch, new windows, brick
watkways, landscaped with

ark-like back yard,
262,000

Apattments -
Unhirnished

‘WESTLAND & WAYNE
1 & 2 hed apts. Nice & clsan.
$500-§575/mo0. + $200 securi-
ty deposit includes heat, water
& gas. 734-326-2770

248-879-61438

$025/mo. 734-464-3455

LIVORIA
Remodeled, small 2 bed,
*$800/mo plus security.
248-471-5606, 248-868-2883.

Child Gare g . @
BabySitling Servites: b
Exp, Childcare provider hasa
clean, fun, safe hotme for your

child to play & leam.
Calt Carrie (248) 357-0043

’ Find the best garage
sales in your
O&E Classifieds!

. | Landscape &

SNOW PLOW TRUCKS
Bump trucks & other trucks.
construction
traifers. Mini exc, Trencher,
backhoes, pipe pullers, brush

Egtifpnient

chippars & tub grinder, lots of |-

misc fools & aquipment.

248-354-3218, 248-521-8818,

Ao Usder 2000

-0

$568 - POLICE IMPOUNDS
Cars from $500
For listings .
800-319-3823, x7375

Ask about our... '

HOT JOBS

SPECIAL!

Ycu i Fmd Your Regmar Reme}'ewn Classi

Following the Real

state Sectiont

\Flexsteel

America’s Seating Specialist

734-453-4700

Oper Daily 9:30-6; Thurs. & Fi. til 9; sat. i1 5:30

+ SAVE up to 50% with refacing
; ' — V " . . * SAVE time, aggravation, and $ |
Dpen Houses * - @ Hoines For Rent i) Bl Chitd Care Neaded .~ €520 Ayal,lable in Leqmer & C_'ch + Corian, granite & :
| — ‘ ol b o Varied configurations available. laminate specialists
TVONIA CANTON 2 bed ranch, famiy + Hundreds of % color
OPEN SAT & SUN, 1-4PM | oo S bon aoniiandes, 27 | [ FULL-TIME BABYSITTER undreds of styles & colors
sgare. oyt WS Ml | Garacte s, O, o | | ASKP, Sininga a1 Patented Flexsteel spring and metal |+ Showroom in Westiand Mali
-~ S i Ny X
sq. . ranch. 3 bed, 25 bath, g;gzgg.%gggmg&ggg?gg;g Deanria, 248-306-9304 or seat frame feature a lifetime warranty * LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR SALE*
gumzsbeuﬁagﬁg&tz c';??:::ﬁ;’ TR — 248-593-3261after 6 p.m. msﬂfw - s
dated ; edroom bric ' g : FREE ESTIMATE
Updated kitchen & baths; win- b Full bemi. A appli- —_— ' y
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 FINE FURNITURE BEGINS ON THE INSIDE.
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Registration

cards only need

basic information

eceived an e-mail from
Carol who asked me for |,
% advice about the registration
card she received with a new
blender she received during the
holidays. She writes: “I recently
read some-
thing you
wrote about

tration cards.
To answer all
of the ques-
tions asked, I
feel my privacy
is being violat-
ed by total
 strangers. I
don’t think it is
any of their
business how much money I
earn per year. Is this legal?”

In aprevious columnl =
pointed out the importance of
sending in registration cards
for one particular reason, and
that is in case there is evera
recall on the product you have.
The U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission takes a
strong-stand on companies

Appliance
Doctor

Joe
Gagnon 1

can canse harm to any person
and even a tougher stance on
those manufacturers who can’t
identify who owns their prod-

- uets.

Several times each year we
read or hear about something
that is being recalled but not
everyone reads the newspaper
or watches the news. An exam-
ple of that is the defective dip
tube on the hot water tanks -
produced from 1993 through
1996. Only some 4 million
homeowners had them
repaired free of charge while
another 18 million didn’t know
a thing about it. That warranty
registration card puts the

responsibility right on the back -

of the company to make you
aware of any product recall.
That fact alone could very well
. be a determination in a legal
‘case where the unit breaks.
While reading your e-mail, I
went under the Christmas tree
and pulled out the registration
~cards from some of the gifts my
children gave me. (I liketo '
leave things opened under the
ee because it helps me
remember what a beautiful
feeling Tget every Christmas
morning.) As I am looking at
two different registration
cards, I am amazed at how
brazen these companies are.
We know certain telemar-
keters and companies pay to
obtain mailing lists. I quote -
you a statement made on one
of these registration: “(The
cards) will also allow you to
receive important mailings and
special offers from a number of
fine companies whose products
and services relate directly to
the specific interests, hobbies,
and other information indicat-
ed above." In other words if
you answer all of their ques-
tions, you can expect to get all -
sorts of unsolicated literature
that will fill your mail box
every week.
" 'This particular company
doesn’t even try to hide the faét
that they are going to create
gain by giving away your pri-
vate information. ‘
Yes, Carol, I can understand
why you would be concerned

about sending them answersto

very private information. Here
are some of the requests for
information I'm reading on
only two registration cards:
your date of birth, marital sta-
tus, the gender and age of oth-
ers in your house, your occupa-
tion, individual or family’s
annual income, level of educa-
tion, which credit cards are
used, whether you own or rent
a home, or own a computer. Of
course, they want your e-mail

warranty regis-

address and they also want to
know whether you contribute
to charitable causes.

" And there’s still a whole lot
more. The one question that
really gets me is the one where
they ask you what you plan to
do in the next six to 12 months.
Get married, have a baby, buy a
house and buy a car?

Just to point out the nerve .
they have let me point out
another sentence. They write,

~ “Returning this registration

card is the ONLY WAY to
GUARANTEE you will be noti-
fied of any substantive issues
that arise concerning this
product.”

This is simply not true.
Under the direction of the US.
Product Safety Commission,
the public will be notified

‘through several media under

the direction of the U.S.
Product Safety Commission of
any problem with a product
catching fire or proven to cause
harm.

The way 1 fill out these forms
is as follows: I print my name,
address, date of purchase, the
model and the serial number.

That is all I will send to

them. Identity theft and reveal-

ing too much personal infor-
mation ate issues we deal with
every day.

Is it any wonder why so
many people don’t read
instruction booklets that come
with products? We are afraid to
even open the envelope.

Joe Gagnon can nbw be heard on
WWJ-950 and WXYT-1270. He is a mem-

‘ber and past president of the Society

of Consumer Affairs Professionais. His
phone number is (248) 455-7281,

L AT HOME |

~ Walkabouts one way to cut repair bills

" BY DAVID BRADLEY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

Mike Turner is aware his
neighbors think it’s weird that
hé walks around the outside of

his house in pouring rain,

He just wishes more folks
would don rain suits for a stroll
outside, In Turner’s eyes, such .
walkabouts can save a bundle
in home repair costs.

The method to his apparent
madness: He’s on patrol for
small leaks, matted leaves that
trap roof moisture, and trou-
blesome gutters. Any small
problem thathe nips in the
bud avoids big repair bllls

" later.

The multitude of items for‘
inspection include warped -

" shmgles, peehng paint or

swollen siding, gutters that
sag, wood molding that is soft,

. driveway cracks, fogged win-

dows, warped floors, damp

spots in the basement. The list

goes on and on.

“Most homeowners are
oblivious to what their home
looks like when it comes to
materials and construction,”
said Turner of The Home
Service Store, a firm that man-
ages home projects for con-~
SUINETS.

“The hidden cavities, wall
surfaces and moving parts
need to be looked at on a regu-
lar basis.”

The key words: Take time to
focus.
But homeowners rarely

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 8, 2004~ .- * ©C5

devote specaﬁc time to poke
and peek around their home.
Turner ties his interior and

“exterior inspections to each
season, thereby assuring he'll
cover all the bases.

"Unless caused by a cata-
strophic event, most major
damage starts small and wors-
ens over time.

“Real problems don’t happen
in a week but take six or 10 or
18 months to occur,” said
Turner.

“Slow and steady wins the
home repair race.”

He believes homeowner hes-
itance is akin to a conditioned
response. Consumers balk

-because they're not condi-

tioned to maintain a home.
Turner points to the automo-

~ back in, or a little light comes

ORI

blle industry as one example

-where consumers have been

taught to-pay attention to rou-
tine maintenance details.
“When the oil is changed in
your car, the lube shop putsa
sticker on your windshield
reminding you when to come

on to alert you it’s time for
service” said Turner.

Not all cues are visual. Som
devices, such as pressure- &
reducing valves that regulate 7 .

x*“*” v.
PR P

~ pressure between the public

water system and your horhe
water pipes, emit a moamng
sound near the end/of their
service life..

Turner says this should alert
the homeowner to call a
plumber.

Survey reveals hot attitudes on ironing

(NAPS) - Some people do it
in the nude. More people do it
in the bedroom than in the
kitchen. And a surprising
pumber of people do it as often.
as twice a week, And the best
reason to do it is to make more
money. - |

It seems everyone 1s ge’ctlng
more and more into . . . ironing
their clothes.

A new survey of consumers

‘conducted by Niagara Spray

Starch reveals that Americans
are tackling this common
household chore in creative
ways and interesting places.
Nearly 40 percent of us '
wield a hot iron either while in
our underwear or even in the
buff. L
Furthermore, more than a
third of the population irons in.
the bedroom, followed by the

" kitchen and the laundry room.

A little entertainment also
helps many ironers pass the’
time. Listening to music and
watching telévision were
among ironers’ top choices.

The survey of more than

1,000 adults revealed that
more than 70 percent of
Americans iron their clothes as
often as twice a week, and
nearly two-thirds use spray .
starch. And the results of those
efforts, at least in the work-
place, are being noticed.

“We found that in an office

environment, more than 75

‘percent of those surveyed per-

ceived co-workers with wrin-

kled clothes to be ‘sloppy, and

those wrinkles reflected poorly

on their performance,” said

Robert Kaufmann, senior

product manager for Niagara.
“And women judged a

“wrinkled appearance even |,

v

more harshly than men, with. -
65 percent of the women
surveyed saying they would
react negatively to a job
candidate in wrinkled -
clothing, as compared to 43
percent of men with the same
attitude.”
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WOMEN & SLEEP
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Healthy, medication free women 45-50 years of age
are needed for a 4 night sleep study in the laboratory.

Participants will be paid.
— For more information call
Elaine R. Douglas Research Assistant

(313) 577-6588

Behavioral Medicine Laboratory
C.S. Mott Center

275 E. Hancock ¢ Detroit ¢ Mon.- Fri. 9 am - 3 pm

ac1728@wayne.edu —
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Will You Reach Your Goals This Year’

By: Brian Tracy

VD’on'.f let 2004 be just another year ...

What kind of goals do you have set for the
new year? Study after study has revealed
that the ability to set goals and make plans
for their accomplishment is the “master
skill” of success. 1t is the single most
important skill that you can learn and
perfect. Becoming an expert at goal-setting
and goal-achieving is something that you
absolutely must do if you wish to fulfill your
potential as a human being. Why do so few
people set goals? According to the best
reséarch, less than three percent of
Americans have written goals, and less than
one percent review and rewrite their goals
on a daily basis. So the reasons why people
don't set goals have been of considerable
interest to me. | think that there are five
basic reasons why people don’t set goals.
The first reason is that they are simply not
serious. Whenever | speak with a man or
-woman who has achieved something
remarkable, | learn that the achievement
occurred after that person decided to “get
serious.” Until you become completely
serious and totally determined about your
goals, nothing really happens. The second
reason why people don’t set goals is that

they don’t understand the importance of.

goals. We find that young men and women
who begin setting goals very early in life
invariably come from families in which the
importance of goals.is emphasized. The
discussion that takes place around your
family dinner table is one of the most
powerful formative influences in your life. If
your parents didn’t have goals, didn’t talk
about goals, didn’t encourage you to set
goals, and didn’t talk about people outside
the family circle who had goals and were
moving toward a higher
achievement, then you very likely grew up
with the idea that goals are not even a part
of normal existence. This is the case for
most people. And for many years, it was the
case for me, The third reason why people
don’t set goals is because they don’t know

how to do it. One of the greatest tragedies

of our educational system is that you can
- receive 15 to 18 years of education in our
schools and never once receive a single.
hour of instruction on how to set goals. Yet
we find-that in certain schools where goal-
setting programs have been introduced
since first grade, young people become
excited about goal-setting - even if the goal
" is only to increase the scores by 5 or 10
percent over the course-of the semester, or
to be on time every day in the course of a
month, Children become so excited about
achieving goals that by the third or fourth
grade, they love to go to school. They get
the best grades. They are seldom absent.
They are excited about themselves and
about their lives. So encourage your
children to set worthwhile and realistic
goals from an early age. The fourth reason
why people don’t set goals is fear of
rejection. The fear of rejection is caused by
destructive criticism in earty childhood and

level of

is manifested, in adulthood, in the fear of
criticism by others. Many people hold back

from setting worthwhile goals because they

have found that every time they do set a
goal, somebody steps up and teils them that
they can’t achieve it, or that they will lose
their money or waste their time. Because
each of us is strongly influenced by the
opinions of those around us, one of the first
things that you must learn when you begin
setting goals is to keep your goals
confidential. Don’t tell anyone about them.
Often, it's the fear of criticism that, more
than any other single factor, stops you from
goal-setting in the first place. So keep your
goals to yourself, with one exception, Share

your goals only with others who are -

committed to achieving goals'of their own
and who really want you to be successful
and achieve your goals as well. Other than
that, don’t telt anybody about your goals, so
no one Is in a position to criticize you, or to
discourage you from setting your goals. The
fifth reason why people don’t set goals - and
perhaps the most important reason of all - is
the fear of failure, People don’t set goals

- because they are afraid that they might fail.

In fact, the fear of failure is probably the
greatest single obstacle to success in adult
life. It can hold you back more than any
other psychological problem. The primary
reason why you fear failure is simply this:
You probably do not understand the role
that failure plays in achievement. The fact is
that it is impossible to succeed without
failing. Failure is an indispensable
prerequisite for success. All great success is
preceded by great failure. If you wish to
fulfilt your potential, you have to be willing
to risk failure over and over and over,
because there is no way that you can ever

accomplish worthwhile goals until you have -

fatlen on your face so many times that you
have eventually learned the lessons that you
need for great achievement. In doing
research for his classic book The Law of
Success, Napoleon Hill interviewed more
than 500 of the most successful men and
women in America. All of them admitted to
him that they had achieved their greatest
successes just one step beyond the point
where they had experienced their greatest
failures. A key to succeeding through goal-
setting is expecting temporary setbacks and

obstacles as inevitable parts of the goal- -

achieving process. So these are the words
and phrases to remember in setting and
achieving goals: The first is get to it! Get
started; take the first action at hand. The
iecond is opportunity. Begin to prepare
yourself now so that you will be ready for
the opportunities that will inevitably arise.
The third is ability. Resolve to learn what
you need to know to live the kind of life you
want to live. The fourth word is leadership.

. Take charge of your time and your life, and

accept responsibility for your results. And,
finally, stay with it. If you stay with it long
enough, hothing can stop you from winning.

Paid Adve'rtisement‘

The Yes! Network & Seminars on DVD proudly present

~ BrianTracy - LIVl |~
THE SCIENCE OF POSITIVE FOCUS
Master Keys for Reaching Your Next Level

There's a good reason Brian Tracy commands $20,000 a day fo speak
and train. He is widely recognized as one America's leading authorities
on the development of human potential and personal effectiveness. Brian -
is a dynamic and entertaining speaker with a powerful ability fo inform
~and inspire audiences toward peak performance and higher levels of
achievement. He addresses more than 250,000 people each year from |
top organizations ‘such as IBM, McDonnell Douglas and The Million
Dollar Round Table. Brian has traveled and worked in 90 countries on six | =
continents and speaks four languages. He is an avid reader in | -
management, psychology, economics, metaphysics and history and he |
brings a unique perspective and style fo his talks. He has the remarkable
ability to capture and hold audience attention with a fast-moving
combination of stories, examples, humor and concrete, practical ideas
that get results-fast. In addition, he is the author/narrator of many best-
selling audio learning programs and books, including: Focal Point, The
Psychology of Achievement, Breaking the Success Barrier, The Psychology
of Selling, Peck Performance Woman, The Science of Self-Confidence,
Thinking Big, and How to Master Your Time. With more than 25 years of
research under his belt, Brion Tracy will deliver one of the most effective
~and enjoyable seminars you've ever atfended.

. Tuesday, January 20, 2004
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm OR 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Event will be held at the Star Theater of Scuthfield

Tickets $79 in advance or $99 at the door
Groups of 4 or more only $59 each

Space is limited so reserve yours now

For ticket information call (248) 383-2000

WWW.YESMIDWEST.COM

OE08176473 %
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You Are Welcome At
Tri-City Christian Center

3855 Sheldon Rd., Canton (Just N. of Michigan Ave.)
734-397-1777 » www.Tri City Christian.org

Come Join Us
Worship Service & Children’s Ministries . . . . .Sunday 9:00am & 11;00am
Youth Service .. ., veevenone . Juesday 7pm

Family Night . ... ...................... .Wednesday 7.00pm

33640 Michigan Ave. « Wayne, MI

NEW HOPE {Between Wayne Rd. & Merﬁman Rd)
BAPTIST (734) 728-2180
CHURCH Virgil Humes, Pastor

Saturday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Sunday Worship 7:45 am, and 10:45 2.m, » Sunday Schoo} 9:30 am. :
Wednesday Praise Service 6:00 pan. » Wednesday Children, Youth and Adult Bible Study 7:00-8:00 p.in.

Pustor David Washington

au e cir s CaNton Christian FeIIows‘h‘ip

Tike to invite you to.... .
e Shumen ‘Where the Word is Relevant,
People are Loved and Christ is the Key”

Join us for Worship Service at 10:30am
Sunday School and/or New Members Orlentation: 9:00am
Located at 6500 N. Wayne Rd. » Westland, Mi
Betwaen Ford Road and Warren Aoad
Inside Bood Shepherd Church M
734-721-8322

It’s not abont Religion, it’s about Relationships,

Come ta a place where lives are changed, fandlies are made wha!e and ministry is real!

ST. GENEVIEVE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH & SCHOOL
29015 Jamison Ave. ¢ Livonia
East of Middiebelt, batwaen 5 Mlle & Schoolcraft Rds.
MASS: Mon., Wed,, Thurs., Fri. 9:00 am.
Tues. 7:00 p.m. * Sat. 500pm

Sun; 8:30 & t OOam &12:00 noon

ST. ANNE'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Traditional Latin Mass
St. Anne's Academy - Grades K-8

23310 Joy Road » Redford, Michigan
3 Blocks E. of Telegraph ¢ (313) 534-2121

Mass Schedule: Confesgzns‘szat? 3:00-4: 200 pm.
First Fri.  7:00 p.m. 7344275220
First Sat. 9:30 a.m.

Sun. Masses 7:30 & 9:30 a.m.

Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass

Mother of Perpetual Hel Devotlons
Tuesdays at 7:00

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Plymouth
1100 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth, MI
'734-453-0970
Sunday Service 10:30 am,
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
Wed. Evening Testimony Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Reading Room 550 South Main
Monday-Sarurday 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

734-453-1676

RESURRECTION CATHOLIC CHURCH
48755 Warren Rd., Canton, Michigan 48187

. 451-0444
AEV. RICHARD A. PERFETTO
Weekday Masses
Tuesday & Friday 8:30 a.m.

Saturday ~ 4:30 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 & 10; 30 a.m.

”

“More Than Sunday Services...

9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Worship Service
* Dynamic Youth and Children's Programs |
* Excellent Music Ministries
* Small Gréups For Every Age
+ Qutreach Opportunities

Pastors:,
Dr. Dean Klump, Rev. Deborah Thomas
First United Methodist Church
of Plymouth
45201 North Territorial Road
(West of Sheldon Road)

(734) 453-5280

www.pfumc.org

Calech the Sninitaf ;

Unlted Mothodist Church
10000 Beech Daly, Redford
Between Plymouth and Chlcago
Bob & Diana Goudi Co-Pastors
313-937-3170

RSHIP:SCHEDULE

:00 a.m.
Small and Cozy Worship
9:30 a.m. Worship Geared Toward
Families With Children
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Mandicap Accessible

From Responding te Rejoicing
Luke 2:8-20

Clarenceville Unlted Methodist
20300 Middlebelt Rd. ¢ Livonia
474-3444

Pastor James E. Britt *

Worship Services 845 & 11:15 AM
Sunday Eve. Bible Study 6:00 PM
Nursery Provided
Sunday School 10 AM

ST. MATTHEW'S
UNITED METHODIST

30900 Six Mile Rd. (Bet. Merriman & Middiebelt)
Rev. Mary Margaret Eckhardt, Pastor

10:00 A.M. Worship &
Church School )
www.gbgm-ume.org/stmatthews-livonia

Nursery Provided * 734-422-6038

NEWBURG UNITED
METHODIST GHURCH

. Stephen Ministry Congregation
36500 Ann Arbor Trail

between Wayne & Newburgh Rds,

734-422-0149

Worship Service

and
Sunday School
315 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Terry W. Allen
Rev. Barhara E. Welbaum

visit our webslte: www.newburgume.org

PLYMOUTH CHURCH Mt. Hope
OF THE NAZARENE Congregational Church
43801 W. Ann Arbor Road » (734) 453-1525 30330 Schooicraft. Livonia » 734-425-7280
Sunday School - 9:45 A.M. (Between Middiebeit & Merriman)

Sunday Worship - 11:00 AM. 9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M., ] ™
Family Night - Wed. 7:00 PM. 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Nursery Care Avaifable

v,

Lavtay

% ST, TINOTHY PI!ESBY{ERIAN
il CHURCH,

15700 Newhurgh Road MRMOUM)W
Sunday School for all ages: :30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11:00 a.m. '
hitp:/fwrww.StTimothyPCUSA.org
Rev, Janet Noble-Richardson, Pastor

Rosedale Gardens
Presbyterian Church (USA)

8601 Hubbard a‘t W, Chicago. Luvon!a Mi
(734) 422-0494

Contemporary Service
8:00 am
Tradltional Service
10:30 am

Nursery Care Provided
We Welcome You To A
Full Program Church
Rev. Richard Peters, Pastor
Rewv. Kellie Bohlmman, Associate Pastor

NATIVITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRISY
9435 Henry Ruff at West Chicago
Livonia 48150 ¢ 421-5406
Rev. Larry Hoxey, Pastor
10:30 a.m. Worship
Service
and Youth Ciasie(w//
Nursery Care Avaitable

-WELCOME-

NEW HORIZONS FOR CHILDREN: 455-3186 “The Church You've Always Longed For”

GENEVA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A)
5835 Sheidon Rd., Canton

Ria
Mo (734) 459-0013
o % Sunday Worship & Sunday Schoof
% b 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m,

July & August 10:00 a.m.
Education For All Ages
< Provided ¢ Handi A
Resources for Hearing and Sight Impaired
www.genevachurch.org

fUshY

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Main & Church * (734) 453-6464

PLYMOUTH
WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Dr. James Skimins Rev, Richard Jones
Senior Minister Assoclate Minlster

Accessibte to Al Rev Mary ﬁggm?rd

Assoc1

MBBELL CREEK

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Casual, Contemporary,
Exce“Pnf Children's
Pt ogram
Meets at Franklin H.S. in

Livonia on Joy Road
{Behween Merriman and Middlebslt Roads)
at 10:00 am.
734-425-1174

J for coffee, bagels and
P dorns o e v

Christ Or avir Lutheran Church |

Rev. Luther A. Werth, Senior Pastor
Rev. Robert Bayer, Assistant Pastor

With Jesus Christ, love really can be all it was meant to be!

Sunday Worshi Early Childhood Center
8:33 am{’g 11:00 Em Register now for Fall child care and

Sunday Schoot at 9:45 am preschool (734-513-8413)
Staffed Nursery for young Location
chilaren every Sunday 14175 Farmington Road

{just north of 1-96)

734-522-6830

www.hometownlife.com

www.christoursavior.org |

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH HOSANNA-TABOR .
~ MISSOURI SYNOD LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
25630 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DALY 9600 Leverne ¢ So, Redford » 313-937-2424 |
313532-2266 REDFORD TWP. Rev. Steve Eggers
Worship Service Sunday Morning Worship
9:15 & 11:00 AM. ' Sund : 1§:c|l‘0 ainsi.ou
School unday Schoot 9:00 a.m.
9:311212313; 100 A.I\I|. Adult Bible Class 9:00 a.m.
i Christian School
The Rev. ﬂmhm{y*m” Pastor Pre-Ki ndgfglg:‘le nfs?lfGrade
The Rev, Dr.Victor F. Halboth, Assistant Pastor | ' o S S

Risen Christ Lutheran
46250 Ann Arbor Road ]
(1 Mile West of Sheldon)
Plymouth « 453-5252
8:15am.~Worship
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
{Adults & Children)

10:45 a.m, - Worship

ST. MATTHEW LUTHEFIAN
Church & School . 5885 Venoy
1Bk N. of Ford Rd., Westiand 4250260
Divine Worshlip 8 & 11:00 A.M.
Bible Class & SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
Monday Evening Service 7:00 P.M. .
Kurt E. Lambart, Pastor
Richard Schumacher, PrlnclpaiIYouth Director

Pastor David Martin
Al are Welcome! Come as you arg!
fﬁ%ﬁg’MN churex | | Grace Lutheran Church
32430 Ann Arbor Trali » Westfand, M| 46001 Warren Road  just west of Canton-Center
734 422-5550 | Sunday Worship at 9:30 am
Sunday School at 10:45 am

Sunday Bible Study ..o
Sunday Worship Service .
Wednesday Evening Advent Servicss

Rev. David W. Zenschner, Pastor

734-414-7422

Our mission at Grace Lutheran is to make, teach and
send out disciples who share Chris with o people.

ST, paUlL’s ev, Lurbenm
Church & school

17810 Farmington Road » Livonia  (734) 261-1360
May thru October » Monday Night Service « 7:00 p.m.
; Sunday Worship

Timothy Lutheran Church
8820 Wayne Rd.
(Between Ann Arbor Trail & Joy Foad)
‘Livonla » 427-2290
Sandra Daily, Pastor
$:00 a.m. Sunday Schoo! (ail ages)
10:00 a.m. Family Worshlp (Nursery Avall.).
http:\Wwww.timothylivonia.com

2

Pastor Jarves Hoff
Pastor Eric

" Steinbrenner

ST. ANDREW'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

16360 Hubbard Road
Livonia, Michigan 48154
421.8451
Wednesday 930 AM. ........... Holy Eucharist B
Wed (Sept.-May) 6:00 M. ...3#1;152 & c'llasses Cot
Satirday 5:00 PM.. .. .. Holy Eucharist :
Sunday 745 & 1000AM, ... boEwcharst | | VAN
Sun. (Sept.-May} 10:00AM. ..., Sanday School \

* Sunday Morming - Nursery Care Available [ 3. ’
www.standrewschurch.net . ' - Evengeticsl Prshperion Church
The Rev. C. Alien Kannapell Rector . ; )
— 40000 Six Mile Road
“just west of -275°
Northville, MI
248-374-7400
Dr. James N. McGuire, Pastor|

Traditional Worship and

FAITH COVENANT CHURCH Sunday Schos
14 Mile Road and Drake, Fasmingron Hills 7:55, 10:15, 11:30 A M.
(248) 661-9191 Contemporary Worship
Sunda Worshlp 9:05 AM.

and Children's Church
9:15 a.m. Contemporary
11:00 a.m. Traditional

Child Care provided for all services
Youth Groups ® Adult Small Groups

Nursery Provided Durmg All -
Morning Worship Services

Evening Service ® 7:00 PM.

Services Broadcast 11:00 AM, Stxnday
© WMUZ 560 AM

I¢’s Easy To Criticize...

Offering constructive criticism to others can be béneficial, but only if the other person is receptive to our-
comments. In teaching situations or during on-the-job training, constructive criticism is usually necessary to
instruct and help a person develop a trade or vocation. However, correcting someone, even in a kind or skillful manner, can be very challenging, since we are never
sure how the individual may react. Many friendships and families have been destroyed because someone has been overly critical of another person’s words or
actions. Knowing when we should offer our comments can aiso be difficult, and we should be fairly certain that our comments are truthful and necessary. [t often
seems so easy to criticize others because we mistakenly believe that we are without fault or are such experts on most everything. The Bible tells us that we look at
the speck in our brother's eye, but we pay no attention to the log in our own (Luke 6:41). Faultfinding and being overly critical of others, especially behmd their
backs, are wrong and can become habit-forming. However, kind words are good for the soul and help to build a Person up. : S

" The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise -m;im listens to dadvice. R.S.V. Proverbs 12:15 - )
- ) ) . j
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