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Give it a try 
Spot l ight Players, fo r -

mer ly t he Plymouth 
Theat re Guild, wil l hold 
audi t ions for t he drama 
Steel Magnolias by Robert 
Marling at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 15 and Tuesday, Dec. 
16 In t he A r t s 1 Room in 
t he Summit , 4 6 0 0 0 
Summi t Parkway, west of 
Canton Center Road, 
south of Cherry Hill. 

The play features roles 
for six women ages 2 0 
and older. For more in for-
mat ion, call t he d i rector at 
(248) 701-1780. All shows 
wi l l be dinner theater per-
formances in February, 
2 0 0 4 . Also, log on t o t he 
Web si te: www.spot l lght-
players.net 

The Canton Fire 
Depar tment recent ly 
received a grant f r om Wal-
Mart fo r t he Safe 
Neighborhood Heroes pro-
gram. 

The check was present-
ed t o Fire Chief Mike 
Rorabacher at the Wal-
Mart s tore on Ford Road. 

Rorabacher said t h e 
money wi l l be used t o fund 
many areas of f i re preven-
t ion educat ion, such as 
the d o w n uni t , f i re ext in-
guishers classes and t he 
f i re safety house. 

" I t 's good t o have a 
par tner in t he communi -
t y / ' Rorabacher said. 

Memorial Service 
The L.J. Gri f f in Funeral 

Home in Canton wi l l host 
i ts annual Memoria l 
Service at 7 p,m. 
Thursday, Nov. 20 , a t the 
funeral home, 4 2 6 0 0 
Ford. This nine-year t radi-
t ion provides an evening 
of remembrance fo r fami-
lies who have exper ienced 
a loss. 

The funeral home wi l l 
also of fer a bereavement 
workshop fol lowing t he 
service. I t wil l prov ide 
ideas for coping w i t h loss 
and el iminat ing t h e stress 
associated w i th t h e holi-
days. The 20-minu te 
workshop Is free. For more 
informat ion, contac t t he 
funeral home at (734 ) 
981-1700. 

Two r ibbon cut t ings are 
scheduled th is week for 
businesses in Canton. The 
f i rs t is a t Uni ted Home 
Health Services at 4 : 3 0 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 19. 
The company is having an 
open house for i ts 2 0 t h . 
anniversary f r om 3 t o 6 
p.m. Uni ted Home Health 
Services is at 2 2 0 0 
Canton Center Road, Suite 
2 5 0 . 

The second ceremony is 
at Rosey's Romper Room 
at 11 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 
20. 

Rose's is host ing a rib-
bon cu t t ing in celebrat ion 
of Its new daycare facil ity, 
at 8116 Canton Center 
Road, jus t south of Joy. 

SIM mark 
It was appropriate that 

arrived just before Community 
Foundation Week got under way on 

With the arrival of the $110,000 
part of Michigan's share of tobacco se 

tiement money - the Canton 
Community Foundation hi t the $1 mil-
lion mark in assets last week. 

That was a major achievement for the 
14-year-old organization, which serves 
residents of Canton and Plymouth, 
according to foundation president Joan 
Noricks. 

"This is huge," she said. "We've been 
supported in the past so much by devel-
opers. Now our future is in the hands of 
local individuals who care about the 

community. We need indiv idua ls t o take 
ownership of the foundation f o r t h e i r 
kids and grandkids." 

Of that $1 million, Noricks s a i d , 
$800,000 is endowed in an i n v e s t m e n t 
account and growing. 

"That money is really c o m m u n i t y capi-
tal," she said. "It will be t h e r e forever." 

The Canton foundation w a s s t a r t e d in 

1989, the same year that then-President 
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Community Foundation Week. The 
week, which this year runs from Nov. 12-
18, was established to raise awareness of 
community foundations' charitable 

services. 

PLEASE SEE FOUNDATION, AB 

Bus is a 

Ninety-four-year-old Helen Forsythe of Canton is thankful for Canton's Community Mobility Transportation Service, whose bus takes her where she needs 

to go, including Meijer. 

For 94-year-old Canton resident 
Helen Forsythe, Canton's Community 
Mobility Transportation Service is a 
godsend: 

"I use it for everything," she said 
recently, after being dropped off at 
Meijer to do some grocery shopping. 

A Canton resident since 1971 when 
she moved here from Minneapolis 
after her husband died, Forsythe lives 
with her daughter in a condominium 
complex. 

"We used to use Nankin TYansit 
before it stopped serving Canton," she' 
said. "Now we use this service to go to 
the doctor, shopping, to get to the !̂ 
bank. We go together. We don't have a 
car." 

She said she uses the service at least 
once a week to go shopping at Meijer. 

The service is a partnership 
between Canton Township and Huron 
Valley Ambulance. Administered by 
the Canton Community Foundation, ; 
the service operates Monday through 

PLEASE SEE BUS, A8 

Local 
chosen to lead 
state board 
BY BRAD KADRICH 
S W F WRITER 

Elaine Didier can rattle off the 
statistics faster than you can write 
them down. 

More children attend library sum-
mer reading pro-

n grams than play 
Little League base-
ball. More people 
visit libraries on a 

S weekly basis t h a n 
r| museums and zoos 

combined. More 
people have library 
cards than have 
Visa cards. There 

are more libraries than there are 
McDonald's restaurants. 

It's this intimate knowledge of, 
and love for, libraries that will serve 
Didier in her new post: chairman of 

Didier 

PLEASE SEE DIDIER, A5 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

Elaine Didier knows her new job as 
chairman of the Library of Michigan 
Board of Trustees comes with its own 
set of challenges. 

She also knows full well what the 

biggest one will be: the budge t . 
As it stands now, Michigan libraries 

rank 17th in the nation ($1.71) in per-
capita operating income, a n d with the 
state trying to figure ou t h o w to fix a 
$900 million deficit, t h e kind.of state 
funds that help subsidize libraries are 
going to trickle in even slower, if at all. 

With many public libraries depend-
ing on both state and federal aid, plus 
penal fines, for their funding, trouble 
•is brewing. 

"The budget issue is critical in 
Michigan," said Didier, dean of the 

/ PLEASE SEE LIBRARY, A7 

Canton student 
aces college exam 

Kirsten Schmitt, a senior at Canton High School, doesn't 
consider herself a brainiac. 

"I just really like learning," said Schmitt, a Canton 
Township resident. "I enjoy reading, but I don't think I'm 
any different than anyone else." 

Kirsten might not believe so. However, statistics reveal 
otherwise. 

Out of 1.4 million students who took the SAT college 
entrance exam, Kirsten is one of only 944 students nation-
wide who received a perfect score. And she's one of only 12 
students in Michigan to ace the test. 

"I was surprised and excited," she said. "I wasn't sure how 

PLEASE SEE STUDENT, A7 

1 
PAUL HURSCHMANN i STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Kirs ten Schmitt smiles following an awards presentation at East Middle 
School in Plymouth Tuesday night. Schmitt, a Canton High School senior, 
posted a perfect score on her SAT last month. 
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come 

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI 

STAFF WRITER 

, They will admit it. 
Members of the Canton 
Public Library's Multi-
Cultural Initiative want you 
io learn all you can about the 
diverse cultures that comprise 
the township's population. 
• Eleven representatives of 

the community, including 
staff members of the library, 
are forging ahead planning 
cultural events for 2004. The 
events will highlight the vari-
ous cultures that call Canton ' 
home. 
, The multi-cultural commit-

tee was born from the 
library's strategic planning 
last September. The goal is 
that every resident in Canton 
have a library card - and use 
it. The board's goal includes 
those residents who are for-
eign born and need materials 

in English and their native 
languages. 

To that end, the library's 
collection of foreign language 
publications, books and 
videos is growing. The com-
mittee's goal is to showcase 
the cultures in Canton. For 
starters, events will be 
marked according to the cal-
endar. 

On Jan. 19, for example, the 
committee will host a tribute 
to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
This will be the library's sec-
ond annual tribute. Students 
from the Detroit High School 
of Performing Arts will per-
form a variety of music 
including gospel and 
Motown. 

A speaker will also talk 
about King's significance to 
the county and to Civil 
Rights. 

On Jan.27, the Chinese New 
Year will be celebrated. That 

will be followed by a program 
highlighting Islam and its pri-
mary followers. A video titled, 
Arabs, Muslims and Islam 
will be shown, followed by 

Also to be celebrated in 
2004 is St. Patrick's Day, 
Cineo de Mayo, the American 
Independence Day, Yom 
Kippur, Ramadan, Diwali, 
Chistmas, Kwanza and 
Hanukkah. 

Committee members 
include: Tabor, library staff 
members Marcia Barker, 
Ophelia Lo, Claire 
McLaughlin and Rebecca 
Havenstein-Couglin, resi-
dents Yingzi Liu, Iltefat 
Hamzavi, Phillip Ray, Yusaf 
Hai, Mina Jaura, and Joanne 
Maliszewski, Canton 
Observer editor. 

' 

jmaliszewskil ioe.fiomecomm.net | 

(734)459-2700 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

The Canton Township 
Planning Commission will hold 
a regular meeting at 7 p.n^ 
Monday, Nov. 17, in the Arts II 
Room in Summit on the Park. 

Agenda items include: 

OLD BUSINESS- SITE PLANS 

1. Willow Creek Service & 
Retail Developer Instigated 
Revision. Consider request for 
developer instigated revision to 
Site Plan. Property is located 
north of Ford between 
Haggerty and Lilley Roads. 

2. Future Land Use Map 
Amendments. General 
Discussion. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The Canton Township Board 
of Trustees will hold a study 
session at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov* 
18, at Summit on the Park, 

Agenda items include: 
1. Discussion of proposed 

cultural commission. 
2. Discussion of youth sports 

agreement. 

s no 
When Canton resident 

Kathy Males and a girl friend 
took a two-week vacation in 
Florida last month, she just 
wanted to lie on the beach and 
relax. 

And that's what they were 
doing one day in the second 
week when an elderly woman 
approached them and said her 
husband had gone swimming 
land she hadn't seen him for 
awhile. She asked their help in 
trying to find him. 
; Msdes and another woman 
-went looking and saw a man 
floating face down about 150 
yards off shore. They headed 
into the Atlantic waters off 
New Smyrna Beach and 

readied the man, who was 
unconscious. 

"We brought him to shore 
and tried to revive him," Males 
said. 

"Another woman started 
resuscitation. Unfortunately he 
was already deceased" 

She said the 70-year-old 
man, a Georgia resident who 
was vacationing with his wife, 
apparently had a heart attack. 

Males, 51, said she's riot a" 

whenever you can." 
Males, who said she cried 

after die incident was over, 
said she was no hero. 

Males and her husband, 
Chuck, have lived in Canton _ 
for two years. He's a senior vice 
president of DOC Optical in 
Southfield and she works part 
time at Pheasant Run Golf 
Course. 

Did she go back to the beach 

_ swimmer. 
I just saw what was happen-

1 didn't even think. You just 
do what you have to do if you 
see somebody in trouble. It's 
your obligation to help out 

but with a slightly different 
outlook. 

"The next day I saw a lady 
with two kids playing in the 
surf," she said. aI walked up to 
her and said if I were you I'd 
keep a close eye on my kids." 

'I just saw what was 

happening. I didn't even 
think. You just do what you 
have to do if you see 
someb^y in trouble. It's 
p u r obligation to Mp out 
whenever you can.' 
Kathy Males 
Canton resident 
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WE'RE TURNING O V E R A N E W LEAF 

Fall into the spirit of change in November as Community Federal Credit Union becomes. 

T h i n k i n g f o r w a r d . B a n k i n g right. 

We haven't moved, -married or merged. If s just banking that's 
easier, faster and more member-focused than ever. 

Best of all, visit any Community Financial office by Wednesday, 
November 26th and register to win one of three great prizes: 

GRAND PRIZE: 36" STEREO T V 

1ST PRIZE: D V D / V C R COMBO 

2ND PRIZE: $ IOO,OO HOME IMPROVEMENT GIFT CARD 

Postal scanner goes 
during mail delivery 

A suspect was ticketed for 
driving under the influence 
and destruction of property 
after a witness said she saw 
him in the Summit parking lot 
driving a Ford F-150 and strik-
ing curbs in the lot 

Another witness said he saw 
the man hit a tree while leaving 
the S t Joseph Medical Center 
lot and drive over grass in front 
of the Summit 

PURSE THEFT 

A resident of the 6900 block 
of Foxthora told police some-
one stole a puree from her 
unlocked vehicle while it was 
parked at home. 

Hie purse contained money 
and credit cards. The incident 
occurred between 1-1:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 9. 

LAWN JOB 

A resident of the 39000 
block of Wales reported that 
someone drove over his lawn 
and caused $300 in damage. 

The incident occurred 
between 1:30 a.m. and 4 a.m. 
Nov. 10. 

WHEEL JOB 

A resident of the 8500 block 
of Honeytree said someone 
stole all four tires and rims off 
his 2003 GMC Envoy. 

The vehicle was left on 
blocks. The tires and rims were 
valued at $1,000. 

PHONES TAKEN 

An employee of the AT&T 
store on Ford Road told police 
that two cellphones, were 
taken from title store without 

CRIME NEWS 

while she was delivering mail 
in the 41000 block of Old 
Michigan Avenue. 

She said she put the scanner 
on top of a mailbox while she 
was distributing mail to other 
boxes. When she finished and 
returned to the first box the 
scanner was missing. 

She said she saw two young 
while males in the area while 
she was delivering the mail. 
The scanner was used to scan, 
bar codes on mail. 

TOOLS TAKEN 

A worker at a construction 
site at Cherry Hill and Lotz 

permission. 
He said two males entered 

the store while it was busy. 
They hung around for awhile, 
then started to leave. 

An employee noticed two cell 
phones missing, confronted the 
pair but they ran out of the 
store. 

A Postal Carrier told Canton 
Police last week that someone 
- * : a $500 postal scanner 

doors open on several units 
when he arrived at the location 
about 7 a.m. on Nov. 8. 

He said a lock was broken off 
an office trailer and other locks 
were broken off other trailers. 

A fax/copy machine and 
numerous tools were taken. 

FALL CLEAN-UP 

A Canton resident reported 
someone stole a leaf blower 
and weed trimmer from the 
garage of a house in the 800 
block of Georgetown. 

He said the vacant house was 
for sale. There were no signs of 
forced entry. 

MAILBOX SMASHED 

A resident of the 7600 block 
of Haverhill reported a mailbox 
and pole in his front yard were 
damaged between 6 p.m. Nov. 
8 and 8 a.m. Nov. 9- Damage 
was estimated at $50. 

THEFT FROM CAR 

An Inverary resident told 
police someone took a cell 

from his car. 
The incident occurred 

between 9:40 p.m. 
9 a.m. Nov. 9. 
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Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 

Duro-Last Master Elite Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Taking Care of Families for Over 40 Years! 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 
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DEARBORN JEWELERS 

We will be offering 20% off 
in-stock purchases, this week only! 

(exduding loose diamonds, previous purchased, special orders and kyaways) 

FREE GIFT with minimum purchase of*150. 
(limit one per customer, while supplies last). 

FREE Refreshments. FREE Gift Wrapping. 

Open Tuesday-Sunday with Extended Holiday Hours 

805 W. Ann Arbor Trail • Plymouth 
734-737-9525 

wwwJearbornjewelers,cm 
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From top left , Jason Waugh of Westland, cinematographer; Sam Khafeghi of West Bloomfield, director; Gabriel Flores of Allen Park, grip and Earl Hunt of 
Keego Harbor, actor and musician all contributed to the f i lm Approaching Midnight 

Local filmmaker reels in feature debut 
A local filmmaker is putting 

the finishing touches on his 
first feature film. 

Approaching Midnight is a 
tale of a group of friends' 
reunion and all of the fallout 
that entails. 

Director/writer/actor Sam 
Khaleghi, a 2001 West 

jC Bloomfield High School grad, 
said he is following in the 

' film-making footsteps of 
director/actors like Spike Lee 
and Edward Burns — who 
have written, directed and 
starred in their own produc-
tions. He took some video 
production classes in high 
school but otherwise has no 
formal training in the field. 

"I have a friend who is 
working in feature films. He 
learned the business outside 
of theater and video produc-
tion," Khaleghi said. "I won't 

law now." 
Approaching Midnight is a 

story in the vein of The Big 
ChiU, where high school 
friends meet up at a weekend 
party after a couple of years in 
college. The drama, as well as 

the comedy, in the piece 
comes from miscommunica-
tion as the characters try to 
come to terms with how they 
— and their relationships — 
have changed over time, 

Khaleghi himself playis the 
lead character, Wesley Kent. 
He had written the script with 
himself in mind as that char-
acter. Starting as a production 
assistant on a film, he learned 
what he could on the job while 
pitching his ideas for his own 
work. He had been working 
on horror films, something he 
liked but not necessarily 
something he wanted to stick 
with. 

"Michigan is somewhat 
known for horror films, with 
(.Evil Dead director) Sam 
Raimi and I like them, they're 
great," Khaleghi said. "But 
that's not what gets into the 
film f e s t i v a l s ^ 

" He is hoping to have 
Approaching Midnight ready 
for screening early next year in 
time for the Waterfront Film 
Festival and a couple others 
held in Michigan. 

Khaleghi and his crew have 

been shooting all over the 
metro Detroit area, from 
Birmingham on the north end 
to Greektown on the south. 
Some of the more recent work 
has been shot at Farmington 
Harrison High School. 

Westland resident Rockey 
Black, who plays the group's 
"older brother" Bobby • 
McGuire, is a Detroit area 
actor who worked on the 
Eminem film 8 Mile. He said 
there's more pressure on cast 
and crew in a small produc-
tion than a big one. 

"8 Mile had a big budget," 
he said. "Things tend to go ' 
smoother with a big budget 
You have to work harder on an 
independent film. You've got 
fewer resources and you've got 
to get things perfect That way 
you have more resources for 

, your next production." 
----- • Qabriel-Elores of Allen Park-
is one of the cameramen. The 

every aspect of film making." 
Flores connected with 

Khaleghi through the 
Internet 

The Web site 
www.mandy.com is a film and 
television production resource 
where filmmakers can connect 
with specialists in their region 
from all disciplines through 
forums, chart rooms and post-
ings. The Web site now has a 
section for actors as well. 

Farmington Hills resident 
Marina DeMeyer plays Nicole 
in the film, a smart woman 
who uses her intellect to get 
what she wants out of life. 
She's been acting in the the-
ater and in commercials for a 
whi|e. Approaching Midnight 
is her first foray into film, 
said acting is good for her 

that independent films are 
lot of work. 

"In the independent setting 
you wear a lot of hats," he said. 
"You get a crash course in 

"I like acting, it's like thera-
py," DeMeyer said. It 's a fun 
escape. You get to be someone 
else for a while. You get to cre-
ate that person." 

Filming on the project 
should be done by the end of 
this month and final editing is 
scheduled for January. 

Paulina M. Gail 
Services for Paulina Gall, 78, of Canton 

Township (formerly of Plymouth) will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. Monday, Nov. 17 at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church 
with the Rev. James McNulty officiating. 
Burial will be at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in 
Detroit. 

Mrs. Gall was born May 30,1925 in 
Detroit and died Nov. 11 in Livonia. She 
retired as manager of Comerica Bank after 

OBITUARY 

28 years of service. She came to the 
Canton community six years ago from 
Plymouth. She was a member of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church in 
Plymouth. She loved to do needlepoint 

Mrs. Gall was preceded in death by hus-
band, Donald Gall; parents Paul and Mary 
Bagnasco; and sister, Adeline Bagnasco. 

Survivors include brother, Frederick J. 
(Gerrie) Bagnasco of Gaylord; nieces 

nephews, Paul (Bonnie) Bagnasco, Steven 
(Amy) Bagnasco, Christine (Howard) 
Grosser,.Rick (Debbie) Bagnasco, 
Catherine (Pat) Bagley, Carol (Ron) Dale, 
Cynthia Bagnasco, and Lawrence (Angela) 
Bagnasco; and many great-nephews and 
great-nieces also survive. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Angela Hospice, Livonia, Mich. 

Arrangements made by Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home. 

Loiv-Fldlo Home Equity Lmc of 

Canton 
Historical 

Society 
Pre - Order Form 

Holiday Poinsettias 
id Wreaths am 

Mail your order to us by November 17, and pick up your 
order on D e c e m b e r 7 a t Cherry Hill School 

between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

r SIZE I " M T S I ""BLOOMS PRICE QUANITY TOTALS 

6 • Inch Pot I 4 - 8 S 6 

7.5 - inch Pot 2 8-14 sir1 

8.5 - inch Pot 4 1 2 - 2 0 $ 1 5 

8.5 Inch Pot 3 Tri Color $ 1 8 

16-inch * 
Decorated 

Wreath 

Bow and 
Pine 

Cones 

' $20 

Hanging 
- Plants 

$ 2 5 

Grand Total 

Make your check out to Canton Historical Society. 

Mail this form and check to: Canton Historical Society, 

P.O. Box 8 7 3 6 2 , Canton M l 48187 
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This painting of a scarlet macaw by art ist Tim Marsh wii! be on exhibit 
at the Touch of Color Ar t Group's holiday show noon to 8 p.m. Sunday 
at the Summit on the Park. 

When you need more room, 

sometimes the best move is not moving at all 

I I 

3 . 2 5 ! i 
Cred i t U n s s of 

$250,000 t o $500,000 

351ft 
Cred i t L ines of 

$100,000 t o $249,999 

4 . o o a 
Cred i t t i n e s o f 

$25,TOO to $99,999 

Expand or renovate with some of the lowest 

Home Equity rates available. 

Running out of room in your home? It doesn't mean you have to 

move. With Standard federal's low-interest Home Equity Line of 

Credit, you can keep the home you love and still get the space 

you need. It gives you a financially smart way to expand a kitchen, 

add a family room, or renovate a bath. You can also use it for 

new appliances, furniture, or debt consolidation. 

So discover all that's possible with our Home Equity Line 

of Credit. Stop by any Standard Federal branch, visit 

standardfederalbank.com, or call toll-free (877) 732-8240. 

f 

T r u e P o s s i b i l i t y Standard Federal Bank 
A 8 N A M R O 

Member FDIC 

RR««5 ©2003 Standard Federal Bank MA. 

I 

" T h e Annua l Percentage Rates (APRs) on Standard Federal Bank's Home Equity L i f l« of Credit a re t ied to Prims, Prima is the h ighest Prima Rate as publ ished in the " M o n e y Rates" sect ion of The Wall Street Journal on t h e las t publ ishing day of t h e ca lendar month immediate ly preceding the billing cycle. The 

marg in t ied to Pr ime var ies and depends on We approved c red i t (ins amount and {sfoduct On September 30,2003, Pr ims w a s 4.00% and the APR.on Standard Federal Bank's Home Equity Una of Credit products var ied be tween 3.25$ and 7.00%. Pr ime is a var iable ra te; a s i t changes, the APR on your account will 

change . The max imum APR is 21%. A bal loon payment w i l l result at t h e end of the ten-year d r a w period, The Home Equity Lines are l imited to owner -occup ied , 1-4 fami ly pr inc ipal residences and are sub jec t to no less t han a second l ien posi t ion on y o u r property. You must carry insurance on the property that 
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Caring kids collect for children's charity 
Farrand Halloween donations send $724 check to UNICEF 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

Chris Hammond always 
kept a positive attitude about 
the potential success of a 
project in which Farrand 
Elementary School students 
were participating to collect 
for UNICEF at Halloween. 

But even the optimistic 
Hammond couldn't have fore-
seen the actual success, as 
elementary schoolers not only 
cleaned up on candy for 
Halloween, but also raised 
more than $700 for the chil-
dren's charity. 

Hammond and Melanie 
Daughtery, co-advisors to the 
Farrand Student Council, 
sent home some 450 UNICEF 
boxes home with students, 
giving students the chance to 
help children less fortunate 
than themselves. 

Some 250 boxes came back 
carrying cash. 

"I was amazed as the money 

5 § 

Some 250 boxes were returned, resulting in a check for $724.48 
being cut for UNICEF's annual campaign. 

was rolling in," said 
Hammond. 

"I was amazed at how 
geeked the kids got for it. I 
think it shows the great com-
munity outreach we have at 
Farrand." 

UNICEF sent brochures in 
the mail detailing the annual 

collection, and Farrand 
teachers got a copy to discuss 
in class. 
. The boxes were then sent 
home with students, and it 
was up to the students to 
bring them back once the col-
lection was complete. 

The Farrand student coun-
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cil put a big push behind the 
project. 

"I think it was a good idea,". 
said Student Council 
President Christine Pattison, 
a fifth-grader. 

"My parents tell me to 
think of poor kids, and this 
was a good idea for helping 
them." 

Third-grader Madeline 
Bowen was likewise moved. 

"I felt bad for the children 
who are poor," she said. "I 
wanted to help them get bet-
ter health, better clothing, 
better food." 

Echoed third-grader Chris 
Jenner: "The poor really need 
stuff (and) people with money 
can help." 

Hammond said he wasn't 
all that surprised by the gen-
erosity of Farrand kids and 
their families, many of whom 
he said are low-income fami-
lies themselves who still 
made a point of helping oth-

Boxes like this one were sent home wi th some 450 students as Farrand 
readied to collect for UNICEF this Halloween. 

ers. 

"This isn't the richest 
school," Hammond said. 
"There are a lot of low-
income kids here, and to have 
that many of them take part 
was just wonderful. 

"We put it to them that $1 
provides a polo vaccine to a 
child, so theyjust saved 700 
lives." 

The day after Halloween, 
some $300 was returned. 
More than $400 poured in 
the second day and, when the 
drive was finished, Hammond 
sent a check for $724.48 to 

UNICEF. 
That didn't include game 

coins from pizza parlors and 
local arcades. But the pres-
ence of such items was far-
ther proof of the students' 
caring. 
- "You could tell kids went 
into their own banks, because 
we got Chuck E. Cheese coins 
and Kids Kingdom coins," 
Hammond said. "These kids 
are amazing." 
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the Board of Trustees of the 
Library of Michigan. 

Didier, a Plymouth resident 
since 1975 and dean of the 
library at Oakland University 
in Rochester, has grown her 
love for the library over a life-
time spent using and running 
them. 

"Libraries are such interest-
ing places" said Didier, a 
transplanted east-sider who 
has lived in Plymouth since 
1975. "I'm a person who has 
always been interested in a lot 
of tilings, and libraries are 
places with such a diversity of 
knowledge." 
. That's why she's up for the 

job of leading the board, to 
which she was appointed by 
then-Gov. John Engler in fall 
2001. It's a diverse group, 
which consists of two state 
senators, two state represen-
tatives, librarians and other 
"civilians" whose charge it is 
to advise the Library of 
Michigan on policies, services 
and programs. 

DYNAMIC CHOICE 

With three degrees from the 
University of Michigan — 
including a master's and a 
Ph.D. in library science — 
Didier's appointment is a wel-
come one. 

"I think she's a dynamic 
woman, and a very good 
librarian," said Jean Tabor, the 
librarian at the Canton Public 
Library. "She's an excellent 
speaker, and she represents 
library. She's a solid voice on 
the board and a strong leader. 
She's a great choice." 

The Library of Michigan 
serves the Michigan 
Legislature much as, the 
Library of Congress serves 

Didier said. "It's really not 

government. 
Established in 1828, before 
Michigan was even a state, the 
library also provides a number 
of services to libraries around 
the state. 

And it does so despite fac-
ing a number of challenging 
issues. The federal govern-
ment, for instance, imposed 
the requirement for computer 
filters for libraries accepting 
federal money, an issue Didier 
says is tickling and far-reach-
ing. • - 1 

The trick, according to 
Didier, is working with ven-
dors to filter out inappropri-
ate material without limiting 
access to the kinds of infor-
mation kids come to the 
library to find in the first 
place. 

"It's a very difficult situa-
tion, because librarians by 
profession favor free access to 
information and would rather 
have parents do the filtering," 
Didier said. "Librarians see 
filters as censoring informa-
tion. The hope is to find a bet-
ter way to filter the bad stuff." 

BUDGET CRUNCH 

Perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge for the Library of 
Michigan, and for libraries all 
over the state, is overcoming 
tough economic times. In a 
state that has nearly 400 
libraries, budget crunches are 
wreaking all sorts of havoc. 

As the state struggles with 
increasing deficits, Michigan 
has dropped to 20th in the 
country in state funding for 
public libraries. Michigan's 
$1.71 operating income per 
capita ranks 17th in the 
nation. 

According to Didier, 
jan libraries Michigan 

duce their own revenue 
streams, in the forms of mill-
ages like the ones in Plymouth 
and Canton, are doing better 
than other libraries, which 
depend solely on federal and 
state money, including fund-
ing from penal fines, some-
thing Didier calls "a bizarre 
aspect of Michigan history." 

Unfortunately for libraries 
across the state, she said, 
funding methods are variable 
and inequitable. 

"We have some that are 
wonderfully funded, and some 
that are just scraping by," . 

A grass-roots effort was 
started in 1999 to change how 
libraries are funded, among 
other things establishing a 
regional library service, fund-
ing a $40 million statewide 
library card program that 
would be available to all resi-
dents of Michigan and pro-
vide $50 million for library 
service incentives. 

Despite all the obstacles, 
libraries remain a world of 
pleasure and service for 
Didier, who leads a 24-person 
staff that includes an associate 
dean and a dozen librarians at 
Oakland University. 
Technology has prodded the 
biggest changes, opening vast 

worlds of knowledge to users 
of all ages. 

Technology has not only 
helped broaden available serv-
ices — for instance, comput-
ers have really increased 
libraries' ability to loan things 
inter-library — but it has 
opened up areas of knowledge 
that have always been "else-
where." 

"Before, you were limited to 
what was in your library," 
Didier said. "Not everything is 
in books, so technology has 
really broadened our world." 

GIVING BACK 

What hasn't changed, she 
points out, is the need "to 
think and evaluate that 

knowledge." Even with all the 
technological advances, there 
is still a need for "place." 
According to Didier, there are 
4.6 million registered library 
users who check out an aver-
age of five items every year. 

In tough economic times, 
she points out, the library. 
becomes more important, to 
people who decide to go back 
to school or who wish to job-
hunt. 

"Libraries are a gathering 
place," Didier said. "If you 
look at library construction, 
they're a drawing card. That's 
an incredibly important role." 

Didier's passion for libraries 
is obvious, a fact that isn't lost 
on those with whom she'll be 
working. 

"I've known Elaine for three 
, years. She is known as a 
leader in the library commu-
nity and greatly respected," 
said Christie Pearson 
Brandau, state librarian at the 
Library of Michigan. "Her 
experience with libraries and 
her calm and articulate man-
ner will make her a great 
board president." 

The praise is nice for Didier, 
but what really matters to her 
is serving her chosen profes-
sion with honor. 

"It's an honor to be appoint-
ed," Didier said. "It's part of 
being involved, and my way of 
giving back to the profession." 
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Auction helps chamber 
promote local programs 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

Fred Hill just couldn't let it 
go-

Emceeing the live auction at 
the Plymouth Community 
Chamber of Commerce annual 
dinner/auction Friday, Hill 
noticed what he thought was a 
misprint in the auction 
brochure. 

The item he was announcing 
was a pair of tickets to the 
University of Michigan-Ohio 
State game, scheduled for Nov. 
22, Proudly donning a scarlet-
and-silver scar£ Hill, a devoted 
Buckeye, announced: 
"Considering the n^tintiql cham-
pionship, and current rankings 
and records, that should read 
"OHIO STATE-Michigan 
game." 

It drew a huge laugh from a 
raucous throng of more than 
600 people who showed up for 
tiie chamber's top annual fund-
raiser Friday at laurel Manor. 

Rhonda Bergquist gets some help from Caitlin Staples while trying on a full-
length natural Ranck mink coat during Friday's Plymouth Community 
Chamber of Commerce annual auction. The coat eventually went for $5,000. 

Seventeen items were auctioned the money was counted, every-
off live, and another 200 items one was pretty happy. 

Katie Carron sells raffle tickets to Dorothy Twinney during Friday's Plymouth Community Chamber of Commerce auction. 

were either raffled off or sold at 
silent auction. 

When the fun was over and 
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"It was very successful," said 
Fran Toney, the chamber's exec-
utive director. "The steering 
committee put in an unbeliev-
able amount of work to put this 
event on, and it really showed." 

The live auction featured 
some 20 items, many of them 
popular picks, including the 
Michigan-Ohio State tickets 
(two pairs which went for $ 500 
and $625, respectively), season 

MARGOLIS NURSERY 

tickets to U-M games in 2004 
($2f000), and a full-length 
mink coat, which went for 
$5,000. 

A surprise late entry in the 
live auction was also a popular 
one: two tickets to all six days of 
the 2004 Ryder Cup golf tour-
nament at Oakland Hills. With 
individual tickets going for 
$1,000 or more on the Internet, 
Stephanie Glysson, director of 
government affairs for Republic 
Waste Services; stole this batch 

MARGOLIS NURSKRY* 
2 

50% OFF 
ALL SHRUBS 

AND 
PERENNIALS 

(WITHOUT GUARANTEE) 

MARGOLIS 
—NDRSERY, INC. 
9600 Cherry Hill 734-482-07711 

for $3,100. 
"It was a very pleasant sur-

prise to get these tickets," Toney 
said. "It was very exciting." 

All in all, the live auction 
items brought in nearly 
$30,000. Another $4,950 came 
from a 50/50 raffle, but totals 
for the $2, $5 and $10 raffles 
and the silent auctions weren't 
available. 

The event, sponsored by 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 
and Johnson Controls, also 
included the chamber's annual 
meeting. 

Among other items, Jeanne 

NAILS 

Knopf DeRoche of The Knopf 
Company was installed as the 
incoming president of the board 
of directors. Other 2004 board 
members include Pat O'Neill of 
UBS Financial, Dan Disabastian 
of Visteon, Maria Barone of 
Barone Law and Greg 
Blackwood of GB Sales & 
Service. Rodger Vojcek of Loc 
Performance is the immediate 
past president 
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 
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;-library at Oakland University 
%4nd a Plymouth resident. 
•^Libraries are funded variably 
'..and inequitably. Some are 
^wonderfully funded, arid 
; some are just scraping by. It's 
•••>eally not fair." 
-> In an effort to more equi-
t ab ly funded libraries, a grass-
-roots effort has sprung up to 
• create the Public Library 
• Funding Initiative Group, 
'.which came up with a three-
! tiered plan to fund the 
I Library of Michigan and some 
; 387 public libraries around 
•the state. 

While libraries that have 
/their own revenue stream via 
; a millage —- as is the case in 
• Plymouth and Canton, for 
• instance — are finding the 
1 going a little smoother, others 
; aren't so lucky. 
; According to Jean Tabor, 
librarian at the Canton Public 
Library, PLFIG's plan is nec-
essary to provide equity. 

"Many libraries operate 
solely or in large part on 
penal fines," Tabor said. "Of 
course, that's always subject 
to erosion by other agencies 
or by local governments. We 
never know from one year to 
the next whether it's up or 
down, so it isn't stable. It cer-
tainly isn't adequate." 

PLFIG focuses primarily on 
a three-tiered funding system: 

• Statewide library service, 
; $40 million annually — A 
; funded statewide library card 
• program would make all pub-
l i c libraries available to all 
I Michigan residents. It would 
; also fund a statewide services 
• program that includes recip-
I t o c $ 1 borrowing and collec-
, tion development. 

• Library facilities and 
<• infrastructure, $10 million 
; annually — PLFIG feels 
; libraries should have 
; matching grant funds for 
; building and technology 
• improvements similar' 

grams provided for schools, 
colleges and universities. 

• The Library of Michigan, 
$16 million annually — 
Officials think the Library of' 
Michigan is a national model 
of excellence and, as such, 
should be funded for staff and 
resources to implement 
statewide library resource 
sharing programs. 

"We need a rational means 
of funding libraries all over 
the state," said Didier, who 
has a master's degree and a 
Ph.D. in library science. 
"Right now, it's a patchwork 
quilt." 

Michigan's public libraries 
rank 20th in the country in 
state funding. Like many state 
organizations, the Library of 
Michigan has taken major 
budget hits and with Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm trying to 
squeeze every penny, Didier 
says more cuts are likely. 

Further cuts at that level 
would also negatively impact 
local libraries helped by the 
Library of Michigan. 

"When Library of 
Michigan's budget is cut, the 
funding they pass on is cut," 
Didier said. "Our purchasing 
power is going down even 
more than budget cuts are 
taking us down. It's belt-
tightening that's difficult" 

The Canton library is the 
fiscal agent for PLFIG's pro-
gram, and Tabor has sat on 
the steering committee from 
the start. She was in the 
group that hired Dr. Charles 
McClure, who developed the 
study on which PLFIG is 
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I did when I got out of the classroom. I 
didn't expect to get a 1,600." 

The first two times Kirsten took the 
SAT, she performed admirably, but 
nowhere near a perfect score. 

"The first time I took the test I was 
sick, and the second time we had a prob-
lem with a bumblebee flying around the 
room and it distracted me," she said. 
"Both times I scored in the high 1,400s." 

According to The College Board, 
which administers the SAT test, Kirsten 
omitted a math question and missed a 
critical reading question. 

However, for all practical purposes, 
she aced the test. Kirsten's father, Ralph, 
said he's known people who have scored 
very high on the test, but never a perfect 
score. 

"We're very proud of her," he said. "We 

knew she'd done well, but the perfect 
score caught us off-guard. It's just some-
thing you don't expect. 

"Kirsten's always been really interested 
in learning, and started reading when 
she was 3," he added. 

"She'd much rather read a book than 
watch television." 

Kirsten transferred to Plymouth-
Canton Schools from Ladywood High 
School in Livonia for her sophomore 

"I really felt there was a lot more • 
opportunity here, more class selections," 
she said. 

Kirsten is a member of both the school 
newspaper , the P-CEP Perspective, and 
the yearbook staff. Lisa Birou, the 
teacher adviser for the yearbook staff, 
said very few students are qualified to do 
both, 

"I don't have anything but praise for 
what she's done," Birou said. "She has a 

challenging academic schedule, and yet 
she's working for both the newspaper 
and yearbook. It's been remarkable to 
watch her, and see what she's done her 
senior year. I'd like to keep hfcr a couple 
more years." 

Kirsten said she's considering college 
majors in political science or American 
studies, with an eye toward a law degree. 

"I really want to go to Yale, because I 
like a lot of the programs they have 
there," she said. "And I like the housing 
system, where as a freshman you ran-
domly get put into one of 12 houses, and 
you stay there for all four years on cam-
pus." ' 

Kirsten has also applied to the • 
University of Michigan, Duke University, 
Washington University in St. Louis, and 
the University of Chicago. She's already 
been accepted at Michigan State 
University and the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

The Canton library levies 
1.5 mills, which provides a 
solid revenue stream. But 
Tabor knows it's not that way 
for everyone. 

"There are many, many 
ways of governing libraries in 
Michigan," she said. "We want 
to preserve local funding, and 
provide incentives for com-
munities to fund themselves." 

bkaarich@oe.homecomm.net | 

{734! 459-2700 

E-mail the Canton editor at 
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ANOTHER 
MAN'S 

TREASURE." 
.... turn your 

unwanted items 
into cash with a 

garage sale! 

1-800-579-SELL 

MASTERCRAFT JEWELERS 
PRESENTS 

LUXURY OF TIME 

ANNUAL WATCH SHOW 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2003 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2003 4 

1 1 A M - 7 P M 
N O O N - 5 P M / 4 

FEATURING FINE SWISS TIMEPIECES ' 

BREITL ING*OMEGA®BERTOLl lCCI 

MONTBLANC®MOVADO*GUCCI 

Limited Edition a n d col lec table t imepieces will b e ava i lab le 
W a t c h C o m p a n y Represen ta t ives will be ava i l ab le to ass i s t you 

Free gift wi th p u r c h a s e 
Qua l i fy for Mas te rc ra f t Jewelers W a t c h G i v e a w a y 

•Six m o n t h in te res t f ree in s t o r e c red i t a v a i l a b l e for a p p r o v e d credit .* A* 
& £ ( 7 3 4 ) 4 6 4 - 3 5 5 5 

M A S T E R C . B A F T 
T H E F I N E A R T O F J E W E L R Y . . . 

LAUREL PARK PLACE»6 MILE RD & I-275*LI¥QNIA 

MADONNA 
UNIVERSITY 

« 

CLASSES Ii! '."'"ON..4. 4 CXCKAi'D lk¥2 • S0UTHGATE 

- } . EESfll: 
Business Administration 

•MBA, MSBA 
? Quality & Project Mgrntd 

• Criminal Justice Leadership 

Clinical Psychology 

Health Services 

Hospice Education 

Liberal Studies (MALS) B U M 

Call for information about our Graduate Certificates and other 

: j £ g : s : o w f o r w s c i r 

Nursing _ _ 
• Palliative Care NP EB33 
• Accelerated RN to MSN | 
• Adult Health NP and CNS 
•Administration 

Teaching, Educational Leadership 

• Early Childhood 
Education Endorsement 

MATES0L (Endorsement available) 

ik 
(800) 8524951, ext. 5667 

(734) 432-5867 
u M v e r s i t y grad@madonna.edu • www.madonna.edu 

36600 Schoolcraft Road • Livonia, Ml 48150 • I-96 & Levan Road l Opportunity Educator 11/03 

o( Plymouth 

( (>i /'( ri. ni<in.\i. n .s (t \ ^ 

Meet with Matthew! 
I i n K s t h i s i 'U ' i l i n ^ . i i n i n i K ' u n n o r i i m i l x l u p ' v x k - w h i s i k w 

Spr ing 200-1 Col lect ion 

I m l a \ . \ o \ . 2V- - 10 a . m . - ti p . in . 

> a t u i \ l a \ . \ o \ . 22 • 10 a . m . - ^ p .m. 

Call Today Tor Your Personal. Ippointmcnt! 

170 Sou I h M a i n S l r ro l • Pl\ m o n t h 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:bkaarich@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:grad@madonna.edu
http://www.madonna.edu
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The Canton Community Mobility Transportation Service bus picks up people 
and takes them where they need to go. 

Helen Forsythe of Canton uses the 
bus that 's operated as a partnership 
between Canton Township and Huron 
Valley Ambulance. 

IUS 
FROM PAGE A1 

Friday from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. -
There is no weekend, or holiday 
service. 

Hie service just added a 
$40,00016-passenger bus to 
provide rides to senior and dis-
abled residents. It also oper-
ates an older similar bus and a 
5-passenger van. 

Connie Haggard, an emer-

gency medical technician for 
Huron Valley and mobility 
transportation coordinator for 
the service, said they probably 
transport about 25 people per 
day per vehicle on an average 
day. 

"A lot of them are going to 
work programs, doctors' 
appointments and a lot of 
shopping," she said. 

In addition to Canton, the 
service also transports passen-
gers to otlier Wayne and 
Washtenaw County destina-

/ \ N S v 

Joan Noricks leads the Canton Community Foundation which provides funding for the Community Mobility 
Transportation Service bus. 

tions. 
While the service is under-

written by the township and 
the foundation, passengers are 
charged a nominal fare of $1 
(one way) for drop-offs within 
Canton, $2 to other Wayne 
County destinations and $4 for 

Washtenaw County. 
People 55 and old< 

abled persons living in Canton 
are eligible to use the service. 

Trip reservations and 
changes are accepted 24 hours 
a day, but it is suggested that 
reservations be made between 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Reservations 

at least 24 hours in advance ; 
and can be made up to three • 
weeks in advance. 

The toll-free phone number. >, 
for reservations is 1-888-539-
9879. 

48th Anniversary 
Michigan State Numismatic Society 

C O I N S H p W 
Fit-Sat, Nov. 28-29,10am - 4pm 

Sunday, Nov. 30,10am - 4pm 
Hyatt Regency Hotel - Dearborn 

Free Admission • Free Parking 
Educational Exhibits.* Saturday Junior Program 

2000-Iot sale 
by Whitford Numismatic Auctions 

F R E E S E M I N A R S 

Vm&mkMffhmeNP-
Come and learn the Ins and Outs of selling your 
home. From Loan Pre-Approval to Title Closing. 
Presented by .Allied Home Mortgage Capital 
Corporation and PeninsularTrtle Company, 

TIME: 7:00-8:00 PM 

— For More DetaiU — I 

FOUNDATION 
FROM PAGE A1 

Nationwide community 
foundations now have assets of 
more than $29-7 billion and 
are one of the fastest growing 
sectors of philanthropy in the 
United States. 

The Canton foundation was 
first established to meet the 
needs that government cannot 
or does not meet, according to 
Noricks, and that individuals 
would be unable to meet them-
selves. 

With that in mind the foun-
dation established Canton 

Family Service>to assist needy 
families; it created a scholar-
ship program to assist students 
in Canton ^nd Plymouth; 
funded a feasibility study for a 
community theater; and has 
funded programs such as 
CHARACTER COUNTS! and 
Youth Leadership Canton. 

"Last year we contributed 
$80,000 back to the commu-
nity in grants to nonprofits and 
scholarships to individuals," 
Noricks said. 

The foundation also sup-
ports Community Mobility 
Transportation Services, which 
provides rides for seniors and 
disabled residents. (See related 
story). 

F R I E N D S 

805' 1' Middlefce! c ' ^ 
(Between joy Rd. & Ann Arbor Trail) 

CALL (734) 421-6990 
OPEN MON. THRU SAX 11 AM - 2 KM. 

SUN. Noon - 2 AM. 

Cartyouts 

O&e cAre jAIL IDecowxted rfor CJyriMmadl 
•fznjoy jQunclt of 'Dinner in 'Che 

OtfadM 0/ Our (Z$}ru£km&& ^P*anta*Syl*&td 

Call Now For Reservations! 

-•Gvery Itlpnday-

Two (2) 5 02. Lobster Tails.. 

We hear that a Sot Lennox High Efficiency 
Furnaces save you money, sometimes as 
much as 40% over your old furnace. 

C A L L TODAY & START SAYING! 
248-489-8180 -313-537-8111. • 

Alrtronlc FREE ESTIMATES . 

Heating & 

Cooling LENNOX 
lo«a i«73B4 

Look Before You Leap 

Tiffany diamond engagement rings. 

Diamonds of superlative brilliance, in a variety 

of styles, from $970 to $1,000,000. 

TIFFANY&CO. 
T R O Y S O M E R S E T C O L L E C T I O N 2 * 8 637 2 8 0 0 

TIFFANY.COM 

• i a c t t t e F 

^ r a t i o n 

Black tie Optional • All Reserved seating must oe 21 or over to attend/ 
i . continuous Entertainment 

Steve King and the Dfttllles 

per couple 

27777 Schoolcraft'Livonia 
PA mile £ of Mlddlebelt) 

( 7 1 5 ) 427*9110 

Channel 6(Band) 
$ 1 2 0 per couple 

ROMA -
BANQUETS 

32550 Cherry Hill • Gar t en City 
(1 blockB. ofvenoy) 

mm 422-4ii§ 

Just in time for the Holidays 

Avaiiable ̂  
in Chromed 

Gold 

Leather sofa, love seat and 
chair available in man 
different colors and styles.. Large foyer crystal 

chandelier s1999 

Dresser, mirror, two night 
stands, two door armoire & 
king sized 
poster bed 

"Box & mattress extra 
This great dining room available 
in different fabrics & finishes; 
includes 4 chairs, 
2 arm chairs & 
china hutch. mm 

15170 MlddleMt • Livonia (Between 5 & 6 Mile) 

I 7 3 4 J - 4 2 1 - 1 2 1 1 
Man.- ftl. 10-8; Sat 10-7; Sun.12-S obo.i««;.7 

While it is called the Canton 
Community Foundation, 
Noricks said the group distrib-
utes just as much assistance to 
Plymouth residents as it does 
for Canton. 

And Noricks said the role of 
the foundation, particularly in 
Canton, will become even 
greater as the community ages. 

<cWith the median age of 
Canton residents at 35, they're 
not doing their estate planning 
yet," she said. "But when we 
start having social problems 
that older communities have, 
we'll be there to fill in the gap 
... to meet those needs that 
government can't meet." 

Meanwhile, applications for 
the 2004 scholarships will be 

: next week. Noricks 

said several new scholarships 
have been added and about 30 
are now available to Plymouth 
and Canton residents. 

Applications are available at 
high school guidance offices, 
the Canton Public Library and 
Plymouth District Library and 
should soon be available on-
line at the foundation's Web 
site, 
www.cantonfoundation.org. 

Deadline for submitted 
applications is Feb. 21,2004. 

Donations to the foundation 
are eligible for a Michigan 
Income Tax Credit. Checks 7 
should be made out to Canton 
Community Foundation and 
mailed to the foundation at 
50430 School House Road, 
Canton, MI 48187-

¥RESHJSTART CEWlER ffi®. 

ruptcy from 

ft S e t t l e m e n t & C o u n s e 1 

* Credi t Repair * 

P r o t e c t your h o m e f r o m f o r e c l o s u r e 
Lei us hMfryou,get: the,freslv start 

in, life, thatyou, deserve-!!! 

FREE CONSULTATION 
Call Today: \ m 800-353-6202 

OEQS165621 

Open 
Thanksgiving D 

o e o a i e s i e r 

lpm -8pm 

II I N H W . m v . 
? At M i t c h l l o u s e y ' b 

U I . - Y O L - C A V E A T ' T U R K E Y 

yssi 

i 
SI4.9=5 

A dul ls 
SS.9S 

C h i l d i v n 

n u i: l o r 
( h i l i l r i M i 
L iirii'i' 3 

I m l i u k ' i I i n k t * \ . I ' o l . i l i n - s , S i v i v l I N i l . i t o r - . 

Cii' i-n Bu.in S.il.xi, 
.nui Pumpkin r i r ! 

M U C H 
fcOUSEY'S... 

to be: . 

. Under New 
28500 Schoolcraft • Livoru* 

{In the Super 8 Complex) 

734-425-5520 
Open Doily at l 

PRESENTING 
North Farmington sBand & Orchestra Boosters 

13th Annual ' 

" I H M D M U D A i r A E T T S 

€ E A M T § §II,(DWW 

Sat., Nov. 22nd, 2003 • ' 9 am to 4 pm 
F E A T U R I N G AN O U T S T A N D I N G 

VARIETY OF A R T I S T S & C R A F T E R S 

N o r t h Fa rming ton High School 

32900 W. 13 Mile R d . , Fa rming ton Hills 

Admission $2.00 

Ample P a r k i n g •' No Strol lers P lease 

• 

* i | i • 

http://www.Iiometownlife.com
http://www.cantonfoundation.org
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president battles 
Patriot Act's excesses 

Anthony Romero knew he had 
his work cut out for him when he 
took over as head of the American 
Civil Liberties Union a couple 
years ago. 

"It wasn't as if we were sitting 
around waiting for the phone to 
ring," the tall, Elding lawyer 

smiled over a 
Belgian waffle in 
a downtown 
Detroit hotel. 
There were wor-
ries about keep- . 
ing religion and 
government sep-
arate, about civil 

. . rights, and voting 
rights in the 

Lessenberry | aftermath of the 
botched presi-
dential election. 

Romero, who had just arrived 
from the Ford Foundation, didn't 
even have any business cards to 
take to his first major speech to 
some of the ACLlFs biggest 

He was just about to start when 
an assistant suggested he come 
out into l ie hall for a moment 
Not now, Romero said. Yes, the 
aide insisted, now. Annoyed, he 
excused himself and walked out 
of the room, to see people staring 
at a TV screen. It was a little after 
9 a.m. on Sept. 11,2001. "I was all 
set to give a basically optimistic 
speech about new horizons, new 
challenges, hopeful optimism 
from the new kid on the block." 

"And someday, I wall give that 
speech," he laughed. Instead, he 
went back and told the donors 
what had happened, and that the 
400,000-member ACLU would 
be feeing a huge challenge, per-
haps as great as any in the group's 
history. "And, you might say 
unfortunately, I wasn't wrong." 

Since then, there have been 
many long days, many airplane 
flights and many nights spent in 
hotels. Sometimes, when Romero 

sleep is fitful. "I 
bad night when my partner asks, 
'So how was Mr. Ashcroft last 

night,"' meaning the U.S attorney 
general. In real life, he thinks 
Ashcroft is appalling. 

"We don't get into personal 
attacks, but he demonizes his crit-
ics and refuses to answer criti-
cism," Romero said, noting that 
Ashcroft is the only attorney gen-
eral who has flatly refused to meet 
with the ACLU. 

One thing that'makes Romero 
toss and turn is the degree to 
which most Americans have a 
fundamental misunderstanding 
of the ACLU. Thanks in large part 
to opportunistic politicians, 
beginning with the first President 
Bush, the group has been por-
trayed as a far-left group of radi-
cals whose patriotism is, at the 
very least, suspect. 

In fact, the ACLU sees itself as 
perhaps the most American insti-
tution there is, defining itself as 
"our nation's guardian of liberty, 
working daily in courts, legisla-
tures and communities to defend 
and preserve the individual rights 
guaranteed to all people in this 
country by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States." 

What has made the ACLU a 
convenient whipping,boy is that 
they really do mean that "all peo-
ple," defending, for example, the 
rights of Nazis and the Ku Klux 
K3an to march and assemble. 
More recently, the ACLU has bat-
tled against unreasonable arrest 
and detention of Americans and 
legal immigrants who are of 
Middle Eastern descent 
Michigan ACLU director Kary 
Moss, who is both Jewish and 
from New York, was perhaps the 
leading defender of the rights of 
Arab-Americans in Michigan in 
.the days after the terrorist attacks 
on her home town. 

"New York, New Jersey and 
Michigan have been our key 
states in this," says Mr Romero, 
who came to Detroit for the first 
time in his presidency last week to 
keynote the state chapter's annual 
fund-raising dinner. (He told 
members that they had to fight 
the "relentless and insatiable" 

assault on civil liberties led by 
Bush and Ashcroft.) 

Still only 38, Romero has had a 

story. The son of dirt-poor Puerto 
Rican immigrants, he was bom in 
a New York City housing project 
and grew up speaking Spanish. 
Somehow, his talents were ; 
noticed, and he ended up going to 
Princeton University and then law 
school at Stanford. He was run-
ning a major human rights pro-
gram for the Ford Foundation 
before he was lapped for the 
ACLU job. 

He does get annoyed at those 
who suggest the ACLU doesn't 
approve of arresting terrorists. 

"The watchword around here is 
safe and free" Romero says. 

What he does worry about is 
whether, if a new terrorist inci-
dent should occur, public panic 
could cause civil liberties to be 
cheerfully discarded. 

"When the blackout came, I ' 
was sure it was terrorism," he said. 
As he walked down 82 flights of 
stairs and across 50 blocks on a 
hot August afternoon, he formu-
lated a strategy for dealing with 
the new repressive measures he 
felt were sure to follow. 

Fortunately, it apparently 
turned out to have been a case of 
decaying infrastructure. In recent 
months, Romero has been some-
what encouraged over signs that 
members of Congress, including 
Republicans, are increasingly less 
willing to sign their rights away. 

However, he knows the ACLtFs' 
enemies aren't going away, and 
that he is unlikely, especially these 
days, to run out ofbattles. Nor 
does he intend to stop fighting. 
"We may not win every case 
Sometimes, you fight to leave a 
record. Sometimes, you fight to 
live to fight another day. But we 
also fight to win." 

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice 
president of Hometown Communications. 
He can be reached by phone at (248) 901-
2561 or by e-mail at . 
jlessenberrY@homecomm.net. 
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Christmas 

LIQUIDATION 
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Decorative Candles, Holiday Sausage, 
Christmas Wrapping Paper, Candy and 

Chocolate Filled Tins, Christmas 
Decorations for all around the house, 

Plush Toys, 100's and 100's of Stocking 
Stuffers / 

[VCRYTHINC IBS THAU ' 3 . 0 0 

SALE O N NOW • SALE ON NOW * SALE O N NOW 
100 's PATTERNS! COLORFUL TINS 

FILLED WITH 
CHOCOLATES • 
t 

P I 

HOLIDAY DEPOT 
WESTLAND SHOPPING CENTER 

RETAIL A (former SM) 7368 NANKIN RD. 
wvnv.holidaydcpot.org • (734) 524-9532 
S a t u r d a y S u n d a y 
9 a m - 6 p m N o o n - 5 p m 

M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
9 : 3 0 a m - 7 p m 

HOLIDAY DEPOT 
BEL AIR CENTER, DETROIT 

UNIT # 1 - 8400 EAST EIGHT MILE ROAD F ^ i 
www.holidaydcpot.org • (313) 891-2691 
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9 a m - 6 p m N o o n - 5 p m 9 : 3 0 a m - 7 p m l i J 

Observer S Eccentric | Sunday. November 16.2003 (ReWGc-A7)(*) W 

New book on Detroit River puts 
, promise in 

Hugh 

Gallagher 

An essay in a new 

on the Detroit River, Honoring Our 
Detroit River, tells a pretty story of 

early colonists taking buckets down to the 
riverside to draw fresh, clean water for drink-
ing and cleaning. 

By the early 1800s, the water had already 
begun to be polluted. European passenger 
ships were blamed for bringing over cholera, 
which resulted in an epidemic. 

Rapid industrialization created more prob-
lems for the river. But begin-
ning in the 1870s, Detroit 
began to develop an out-
standing water treatment 
system, that today provides 
drinking water for 4 million 
residents. 

Still pollution remains a 
problem. An overmatched 
sewer system and continued 
high levels of industrial 

1 waste threaten wildlife, 
* recreational opportunities 

and our vital drinking water. 
Honoring Our Detroit River takes a 

panoramic view of the river's history and its 
current problems and promise. Edited by 
John H. Hartig, a river navigator for the 
Greater Detroit American Heritage River 
Institute, and published by the Cranbrook 

. Institute of Science (distributed by Wayne 
State University Press, at $29.95 paperback) 
the book is sometimes dry and technical. But 
for those of us who have depended on the 
river as the life source of southeastern 
Michigan, it provides some essential informa-
tion and a needed spur to continue every 
effort to protect this Vital waterway, its tribu-
taries and wetlands. 

U.S. Rep. John Dingell in a preface writes: 
"The Detroit River, like many rivers in indus-
trial centers around the Great Lakes, has lost 
more than 95 percent of its coastal wetland 
habitats, and despite die importance of such 
lands, these habitats continue to be destroyed 
and degraded. There is now a great urgency 
to protect our few remaining high-quality 
wetlands before they are lost to further devel-
opment, as well as to rehabilitate and 
enhance degraded ones. This will be essential 
to sustain the quality of life enjoyed by so 
many along the Detroit River corridor." 

Dingell has been a longtime supporter of 
programs to revitalize the river and its sur-
roundings. His congressman father, John 
Dingell Sr., helped create the Federal Aid in 
Sportsfish Restoration Act, which provides 
revenues for conservation oflakes, rivers, and 
streams. Dingell Jr. is the author of the " 

International Wildlife Refuge Establishment 
Act to create wildlife areas along the U.S. and 
Canadian shorelines. 

Long before Cadillac came down from 
Mackinac looking for a strategic stronghold, 
Native American tribes had settled in the 
marshy land along the river and its tributar-
ies. George Cornell describes any idyllic place 
that the Algonquins called "Wawiiatanong," , 
(the place on the curve or bend).. 

Cornell writing on the Algonquin tribes 
and Kay Givens-McGowan writing on the 
later Wyandot tribe, give a vision of what the 
water meant to native tribes. Cornell writes 
that to the Algonquin, the river was a gift of 
the creator. Cornell writes, "The early inhabi-
tants of the region has an intimate under-
standing of the land and its resources and 
what they could be used for. This came about 
over generations of walking on the land, 
observation and trial and error." 

Idyllic hunting-gathering villages or small 
agricultural towns were not likely to remain 
the norm in such a water and resource rich 
environment We would not be here if we had 
not exploited the river as a source for industry 
and shipping. Hie essays in Honoring Our 
Detroit River examine numerous aspects of 
river ecology from mercury pollution to the 
introduction of invasive, non-native species to 
the continuing efforts to preserve those natu-
ral elements that have made the river so 
essential to our lives. An essay on watershed 
management details die efforts to reclaim the 
Rouge River, a vital tributary to the Detroit 
River, 

The story of the Rouge and the Detroit 
rivers is not all doom and gloom. In feet the 
authors are upbeat about the efforts being 
made to reverse centuries of abuse. They 
point to canoeing on Newburgh Lake and the 
work to preserve Johnson Creek as a cold-

' water stream. James N. Bull and Julie Craves 
even grow poetic in the opening of their essay 
on the rich biodiversity of the river. As Bruce 
Manny writes in an essay on setting priori-
ties: "Over five million of us live within an 
hour's drive of the river, drink water from it, 
and discharge our wastes into i t Many of us 
are employed at a business that depends on 
the river or enjoy its natural resources. 
However sometimes we lose sight of our rela-
tionship with the river." 

This book is a timely reminder ofhow 
important Wawiiatanong and its river are. 
Huqh Gallagher is the managing editor of The 

• Observer Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at 
(734)953-2149, by e-mail at . 

. .jigaliagher@oe.homecqrnm.net or i 
"(734)591-7279. - -
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Certified Fabricators for 
Corian, Gibraltar, Formica, 

Wilsonatt, Pionite & Nevamar 

Licensed & Insured 

We wi l l heat 
any competitors written 

counterfoil price by 10 ' ' on 
over 1.500 colors with 5 Day 

Dul ivciy Guaranteed! 

% any laminate 
OFF countertop 

valid with other coupons or offers) 

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM, INC. 
13245 Newburgh (Just S. of I-96) • Livonia 

For all your kitchen & bath needs 
. . .cal l f o r a FREE IN H O M E ESTIMATE 

(734) 542 -7DESIGN 
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Families first at Children's Hour 
Hie Children's Hour Day Care 

and Learning Center embodies 
the word family from the own-
ers' daughter, who serves as one 
of the teachers, to the very name 
of the business derived from a 
poem after which their grand-
mother was named. 

Licensed by the state of 
Michigan in July, The Children's 
Hour welcomed its first family 
in August and now has several 
families who call the 6,000 

! square-foot facility their second 
home. 

The center is owned and 
operated by Jill Scott and her 
family from Westland. The 
Scotts, including Jill's husband, 
have made their new entrepre-

,-• neurial endeavor a labor of love 
from the hand-painted murals 

. on the walls of each classroom 
to the inclusion of curriculum 

"We want to nurture a < 
dren's mind and not just provide 

, baby-sitting service," said Scott 
who was formerly the head 

- teacher at a nearby day care cen-
, ter. "We want to make an influ-
, - ence in their lives by providing a 

creative and stimulating envi-
-' ronment" 

ESSENTIAL > 

The Scott's philosophy focuses 
heavily on their desire to "make 

. a child feel wanted" — recogniz-
ing a child could spend up to 12 
hours per day in their care based 
on their 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. operat-
ing schedule. 

Located on Canton Center 
Road, just north of Ford Road in 
the Canton Ford Crossing, the 

<' facility is licensed for 110 chil-
dren from six weeks to 12 years 
old. Having only been open for 
less than eight weeks the facility 

groups including infants, tod-
, i -dlers, pre-schoolers and school-

age children. 
The Children's Hour will offer 

a summer camp, including off-
, site field trips, when school is 

. ; out of session for school-age 
kids as well as a junior camp for 
pre-schoolers (walking field 

icy are also trips only). They; 
forward to offering music and 
gymnastic (tumbling) sessions 
in the coming months. 

5 W i t h the guidance of teaching 
director Janet Weber, there is an 
established curriculum for each 

^ class with weekly age-appropri-
>•*.<ate themes — the teachers are 

'-provided all the materials and 
supplies for the five-day week 

_ including class lessons and arts 

* and crafts projects. "We support 
* our teachers in everv way," said 

: ^ Scott 
T-* The Canton day care center 
- v * owner said they are proud of the 

' -higher salaries they're able to 
" i ; pay their staff in comparison to 
, * w h a t a chain or corporate center 

might offer as well as their 
! • favorable benefit package. The 

Scott's feel this is a way to mini-
* mfra staff turnover rates and 

maintain "continuity of care" for 
the children. Considering the 
nature of their work, potential 
staff members must undergo a 

; process before strict 
they are 
tion. 

TEAMWORK 

for a posi-

eight-month-old son, Evan, has 
been at The Children's Hour for 
the last three weeks. 

"They're wonderful and have 
been a real blessing," said Nagy 
who works in the medical field. 
"I love the structured environ-
ment and they're so nice. The 
fact that Evan reaches out to 
them says everything to me." 

Nagy said she became aware 
of the new Canton day care cen-
ter after she had a less than 
favorable experience at another 
"well-known chain" center. "My 

friend who is having a baby sug-
gested I visit them. I did four 
surprise visits and Evan has 
been going there for almost a 
month now. I can't say enough 
about the place mid I've seen a 
big difference in Evan. He's so 
happy now." 

For more Information about enrolling 
your child/children at The Children's 
Hour please call center director Jill 
Scott, (734) 459-9920 or visit 5840 
Canton Center Road, Suite 245 (Canton 
Ford Crossing -just north of Ford Road). 

• 

Evan Nagy, (fore-
ground) eight 
months old of 
Plymouth explores 
the toys in the tod-
dler area at The 
Children's Hour Day 
Care and Learning 
Center in Canton. 
Owners Jill Scott 
(right) and her 
daughter Danielle of 
Westland, offer care 
for children six 
weeks to 12 years 
old. 

Jill Scott, the mother of four 
1 children ranging in age from 13-
20, is thrilled at the opportunity 
to work with her 18-year-old 
daughter, Danielle, a 2003 
graduate of John Glenn High 
School in Westland. Danielle 
and her mom, along with family 
friend Lauren Robinson, are 
responsible for all the character 
murals throughout the center as 
well as the hand-written poems 

. that adorn one wall of each 
classroom. 

"Itwasjustsomethingwe 
wanted to do to make the place 

, look better," said Scott "Danielle 
v did a great job." 
. The 18-year-old gained expe-

t rience in the child care field at 
the William D. Ford Voc-Tech 
Center adjacent to the high 
school. She's looking forward to 
attending Washtenaw 
Community College in January 

. to complete her degree in Early 
v Childhood Development Her 

parents are hoping Danielle will 
;: eventually become the center 

director when they choose to 
r retire and serve as advisors of 

"We want to emphasize this is 
. a family day care," said Scott 
"We're really committed to pro-

, viding quality and loving care in 
an enriching environment" 
, No one would agree with the 
Scott's more than Plymouth res-
ident Courtney Nagy, whose 

• • • " f l r 
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The rewards program that offers more than one reward. 

Between 10-26-03 and 11-22-03 Between 10-26-03 and 11-22-03 Between 10-26-03 and 11-22-03 

III 18* Iff lit 11% iff 
On One Future Order 

Between 11-28-03 and 12-13-03 
On One Future Order 

Between 11-28-03 and 12-13-03 
On One Future Order 

Between 11-28-03 ami 12-13-03 

heck points each wesk oh tf ie bottom of your receipt tape. $1=1 point. *See store for details 

Wi th P I U S 

18 lb or Larger, 
USDA Inspected, 
Grade A Frozen 

USDC Inspected 
8 oi 

Kellum Select 
O u t e r s 

$4.99 Riverside 

B 

L 

\ mlt One With Additional $20.00 Food Purchase 

SAVE 520 LB 

Limit One With Additional $20.00 
Food Purchase 10-15 ib, USDA 
inspected, Grade A Frozen 

iiversiie 

tmrnkm USDA Inspected Stuffed or 
Family Pack 3 Ib or More 

Amick Farms Boneless 
Skinless Chicken Breast 

California Crisp 

Iceberg Head 
Lettuce 

SAVE $2.10 LB SAVE AT LEAST 300, LIMIT 4 

All Varieties (Excludes Lactose 
Free and Premium Orange Juice) 

Half Gallon Juice or 
10.4-15.25 oz Can 

Aii Varieties 

Del Monte 
Vegetables 

Kroger Half 
Gallon Milk 

SAVE AT LEAST 33$ EA SAVE AT LEAST 390 EA 

Good at Your Local Kroger 
16 thru November 18,2003. 

Some Items may require a 
Visit our Webmite at www.Krog0r.com or 
cmll Cumtomor Service at 1~SOO-KROQERS 

T H E BIGHT TO UMJT QUANTITIES. Each of these 
for sale, H we do run out of an advertised item, 

when available. refiaetirm the same 

ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY; W E 
ns Is required to Im 

cm of a comparable item, when available, re 
tl$3@ y o u so purchase t h e advartteed ten at th® advertised pnce wi tnm au 
coupon wSifbe accepted per itam. Copyright 2003 ,Tha Kroger Company. 

> saving* , or m 
M i c e within 30 which will 

one 

cto«iea«o 

. . 

http://www.Krog0r.com
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Season ends :: 
Madonna men's 
soccer team falls. BE 

PREPSaRECREATIONnOUTDOQRS 

WSU harriers 2nd 
Led by redsh l r t sen ior 

Nick Al len's f i r s t p lace 
f in ish, t he Wayne Sta te 
Univers i ty men's cross 
coun t r y t e a m placed sec-
"ondfln t h e NCAA Great 
Lakes 'Regional , Nov. 8 , 
a t Hl idsonyj l le , and wi l l 
compe te Nov. 2 2 in t h e 
Div is ion II na t iona l cham-
pionship in Cary, N.C. 

Al len, a g raduate of . 
Salem, cap tu red t he 
10 ,000 -me te r race in 31 
minutes, 29.1 seconds, a 
12-second cush ion en 
rou te t o Great Lakes 
Region Runner of t h e 
Year honors. 

Grand Valley S ta te 
edged Wayne Sta te fo r 
t h e t e a m t i t l e , 4 6 - 5 0 . 

Belton all-WHAC 
JeYemiah Bel ton, a 

sophomore a t Concordia 
Univers i ty f r o m Canton, 

. has been named t o t h e 
a l l -Wolver ine-Hoosier 

"Athlet ic Conference 
men's soccer t eam. 

Bel ton was named t o 
t h e a l l -conference t e a m 
desp i te Concordia 's 1-17 
record. A fo rward , he had 
10 goals and an assist t o 
lead t he Cardinals in 
scor ing w i t h 21 points . 

in 2 0 0 2 , Be l ton was 
named t o t h e a l l - reg ion 
t e a m by t he Nat iona l 

/Chr is t ian Col lege A th le t i c 
Assoc ia t ion. 

MIM's best 
In one of t he t i gh tes t 

f in ishes in t he Mich igan 
In terco l leg ia te A th le t i c 
Associat ion 's men's soc-
cer h is tory, Calv in 
Col lege and Hope t i ed fo r 
f i r s t place w i t h 2 0 points , 
Calv in post i r fg a 10-2-0 
record and Hope going-9-
1-2. Kalamazoo Col lege 
was j us t beh ind w i t h 18 
po in ts and a 9 - 3 - 0 -
record. 

The Horne ts d id pu t 
f i ve players on t h e al l-
MIAA f i r s t t eam, inc lud-
ing f o rwa rd Nick Houdek 
and midf ie lder B re t t 
St inar. 

Bo th are Canton HS 
graduates; St inar 's a sen-
ior, Houdek is a sopho-
more. 

Houdek looked t o be a 
fo rce t o be dea l t w i th , 
t y i n g f o r f i r s t in t h e MIAA 
in scor ing w i t h 2 6 points . 
His 10 goals was second 
best in t he league and his 
s ix assists t i ed h im fo r 
second. . ; 

S t inar had t w o goals 
and f ive ass is ts ( t ied fo r 
th i rd ) fo r n ine po in ts 
( t ied fo r 11th). 

Je f f Bennet t , a sopho-
more at A lb ion Col lege 
and a Salem HS gradu-
ate, was named t o t he 
a l l -MIAA second t e a m as 
a defender. s 

Soccer referees 
Training fo r new soccer 

referees wi l l be conduc t -
ed at t he Mich igan;State 
Youth Soccer Assoc ia t ion 
of f ice, located at 9401 
Genera! Dr ive in . 
P lymouth . 

Classes will be from S a m -
noon on four consecutive 
Saturdays: Jan. 24, Jan. 31, 
Feb. 7 and Feb. 14. i 

All four sessions must be 
attended. ; 

Those interested must be 
: years-old. Cost is 

Class size is limited. 
Register on-iine at 
www.msysareferee.net, or 
call (734) 454-7335 for more 
information. 

Canton's Devin Thomas, here trying to sti f f-arm his way past CC's Kyle Smith, found the going tough against the Shamrocks. 

CC shuts down Canton, 38-7 
It took just five minutes. 
In the opening five minutes of this 

Division 1, Region 3 playoff football game, 
the tone for the entire game was set. Both 
Canton and Redford Catholic Central 
faced important drive-sustaining plays. 

Just as Canton coach Tim Baechler had 
predicted earlier, those kinds of plays 
would decide each team's playoff fate. 

But it was CC that made the most of 
them and, aided by its size advantage on 
the offensive and defensive lines, wound 
up with a 38-7 win over the Chiefs before 
an overflow crowd at Canton. 

"They were physically bigger and 
stronger than we were, and they wore us, 
out," said Baechler. "I wouldn't change one 
single call I made. I told our kids we were 
playing to win, and on fourth-and-ones 
we'll go for it 

"They looked strong and fast on 

We knew (CC) would be the best team we 
faced." 

On their opening drive, the Chiefs faced 
a fourth-down-and-1 from their own 41 
but a fumbled snap by quarterback Shawn 
Little gave CC the ball at Canton's 39-

Six plays later, after converting a tough 
third-and-nine, CC was in the end zone 
with a 7-0 lead on a 5-yard Derek Brooks' 
run. ; 

It was just the beginning. A half-dozen 
similar plays put the Shamrocks firmly in 
control, and a suffocating defense in the 
second half made certain they stayed there 
as they bounced Canton from the playoffs. 

The Chiefs finish with their best record 
ever, 11-1. CC, now 11-1, advances to the 
Division 1 semifinals opposite Chippewa 
Valley (also 11-1) at 1 p.m. Saturday at 
Birmingham Seaholm. 

"I thought it was our intensity," replied 

CC coach Tom Mach when asked what he 
thought the difference was. "The last two 
teams we played I thought came out with 
more intensity than we did, 

"This game, in the first 24 minutes I 
thought we came out with great intensity. 
I was real happy with the way we started. 

"I was pleased with the total game we 
played." 

For all intents and purposes, Canton 
made it easy for CC by not making big 
plays when it had the chance. The first-
drive failure was just one; on their second 
possession, the Chiefs reached the 
Shamrock 23 before losing 16 yards on 
three plays and turning the ball over at 
their own 39. 

Two plays later, CC's Brooks sliced 
through the Canton'defense and went 49 

PLEASE SEE CC, B6 

Big plays 
boost CC 
Chiefs victimized 
Derek Brooks was more than will-

ing to let the second-half kickoff go 
out of bounds. 

And why not? Catholic Central, 
leading 17-7, would have had great 
field position at its own 35 to start the 
second half. 

But when the ball died on the CC 2, 
Brooks had to pick it up in a hurry 
and just try to get some kind of gain 
on the return. 

That's exactly what happened — it 
was some kind of gain. 

Brooks tore down the sideline, met 
some resistance about the 20, broke 
into the clear at the 35, juked Canton 
kicker Dutch Morreli at midfield and 
went the rest of the way for a 98-yard 
touchdown and a 24-7 CC lead. 

It wasn't the biggest play on a night 
of big plays in the Shamrocks' 38-7 
win over the Chiefs, but it was the 
that best defined the spirit of the 

"I was going to let it go out. But 
when it was clear that it wasn't going 
out, I just picked it up and started to 
run," Brooks said. "I got going and 
some of the guys made a couple of 
great blocks. I can't wait to see the 
film to see who exactly made them." 

The who wasn't as important as 
which team. The Shamrocks were able 
to make the plays, the Chiefs weren't 
and that spelled the difference. 

Take the first drive for each team. 
On Canton's first possession, the 
Chiefs went for it on fourth and less -
than a yard at their own 41. Canton 
quarterback Shawn Little fumbled the 
snap and CC took over. 

Four plays later and faced with a 
third-and-10 at the Canton 20, CC 
quarterback Dave Thomas went back I 
to pass, but the Chiefs got through the | 
protection and were ready to sack j 
him. Instead, Thomas got the first i 
down at the 9 and three plays later > 
Brooks got CC's first touchdown. j 

"This was a big step for our team," 

PLEASE SEE PLAYS, B6 

2 runners 
Livonia Ladywood High cross country 

coach Marcus Colonna is used to designing 
and building structures. 

An architect for Archive DS in Detroit 
Colonna has laid a strong foundation in 
just three years with the Blazers, who cap-
tured the Catholic League championship 
for the first time since 1983 and earned a 
trip to the state meet for the first time since 
1986. 

The 33-year-old Colonna, who previously 
coached the boys and girls cross country 
teams at Auburn Hills Avondale, guided 
Ladywood to a fifth-place finish in the 
Catholic League in 2001 followed by a 
fourth place in 2002. 

This year the Blazers made the big leap, 
going to Michigan International Speedway 
for the state finals, where they placed 26th 
in Division 2. 

"Our goal this year was to get there, and 
we took a big step this year," Colonna said 
of the state meet. "But we want to keep 
inching up. We were 26th. Our goal is to 
get higher and higher." 

; ALL-OBSERVER _ : 

Colonna, who attended Warren 
Fitzgerald High School and graduated from 
the University of Detroit Mercy in 1994, 
was Ladywood's third coach in three years 
when he arrived in 2001. 

"I knew I had to start building a program 
and now we're gaining momentum," he 
said. "Our future is that we're still trying to 
build numbers. Success comes in numbers. 
And we want to continue to compete with 
the best in the Catholic League." 

Livonia Stevenson, which placed ninth in 
the Division 1 state meet, leads this year's 
first-team ^-Observer team with five hon-
orees. 

Salem, 16th in Division 1, placed two on 
the first team, while WLAA and regional 
runner-up Livonia Churchill, 17th in 
Division 1, landed three on the first team. 

Representatives also come from Redford 

PLEASE SEE ALL-OBSERVER, B3 

After slow start, Whalers 
recover to beat Battalion 

After a bad start, the Plymouth Whalers 
regained their composure and the lead by 
the first few minutes of the third period, 
eventually icing the Brampton Battalion 4-2 
in an Ontario Hockey League game played 
Friday at Plymouth's Compuware Arena-

John Vigilante sparked the Whalers, scor-
ing two goals and assisting on another. Ryan 
Ramsay and James Wisniewski (from 
Canton) added two assists apiece. 

The Whalers improved to 11-6-4-0 and 
moved into a tie for first in the OHL's West 
Division with Sault Ste. Marie and Sudbury, 
all with 26 points. Brampton is 9-9-1-1. 
fourth in the Midwest Division., 

The Battalion took control early, getting 
first-period goals from Ryan Bowness and 
Adam Henrich — which prompted Whaler 
coach Mike Vellucci to replace starting 
goalie Jeff Weber, who allowed both goals 
while making just two saves, with Ryan Nie 
just 7:09 into the game. It was the second 
time in four games Weber's been pulled. 

Nie finished with 17 saves without allow-

0HL HOCKEY 

ing a goal. Daren Machesney had 40 saves 
in goal for Brampton. 

Plymouth narrowed the gap to 2-1 on 
John Mitchell's power-play goal at 11:06 of 
the first with assists from Vigilante and 
Wisniewski. 
' Vigilante got the only goal of the second 
period, scoring it at 16:59 with assists from 
Ramsay and Mike Letizia, tying it at 2-all. 
The game-winner was also produced by 
Vigilante, his 10th goal of the season with 
assists from Ramsay and David Liffiton at 
3:56 making it 3-2. Vaclav Meidl scored 
with 5:33 left to ice it for Plymouth; 
Wisniewski and Dan Collins assisted. 

The Whalers play Friday at London, then 
host Erie on Saturday and Windsor on 
Sunday. -

PLEASE SEE WHALERS, B4 
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Westland John Glenn football coach Chuck Gordon is retiring after 27 varsity 
with a career record of 211-64.' 

Glenn's Gordon retires 
Westland John Glenn's 2003 

football season came to a close last 
Friday with a 24-6 playoff loss to 
Canton. 

On Monday, another era came to 
an end when Chuck Gordon, one of 
Observerland's most respected and 
successful coaches, announced his 
retirement after 27 varsity seasons. 
. Gordon informed Glenn players 
and assistant coaches of his deci-
sion following Friday's game and 
made it official two days later when 
he spoke with Glenn principal Joan 
Sedik, athletic director Brian 
Swinehart and Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Gregory Baracy, 

"I knew going into the season this 
would be my last" said Gordon, 
who will also retire from his physi-
cal education teaching position in 
June. "But I wanted to wait until 
after (the last game) because I 
wanted to concentrate on the sea-
son and let my players concentrate 
on the season as well." 

The 53-year-old Gordon plans to 
return to his roots for his retire-
ment. He will relocate to Central 
Lake, 30 miles south of Charlevoix, 
where he grew up. 

"We're going to be moving up 
north, we're building a house and it 
should be done sometime in the 
spring," Gordon said. "It's been 32 , 

years of teaching and coaching, 27; 
as the head coach, and I'm ready to 
do something else. 

"I don't want to say never, but I ' 
don't have any plans to coach again. 
I'm going to hunt, fish and play 
some golf. Joyce (his wife) and I 
would also like to travel a bit. 
There's nothing firm. It'sjustanew 
chapter in our lives and I'm looking 
forward to it." 

Gordon, a graduate of Adrian 
College, coached one season at 
Blissfield before taking a teaching 
job at Stevenson Junior High in 
Westland. He served as Lloyd Carr's 
assistant (1973-75) and one season 
under Gerry Lutri (1976) before 
Lutri left to join Carr as an assis-
tant at Eastern Michigan 
University. 

Although he lost the first varsity 
game (1977) he ever coached along 
with his last one, Gordon won a lot-, 
of games in between. 

It will certainly be hard to dupli-
cate some of the standards he set: 

• Only one of 33 prep coaches in 
the state to win 200 or more 
games. 

• 211-64 record (76 percent win-
ning percentage). 

• Twenty-three straight winning 

PLEASE SEE GORDON, B4 
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Clark Sexton wasn't happy. 
The Canton Agape Christian 

girls basketball coach had 
watched his team play a dismal 
first half in its final regular-
season game at Detroit Urban 
Lutheran. 

Against a team that had just 
three wins to its credit all sea-
son, the Wolverines were 
struggling and trailed 13-10 
after two quarters, 

"I lit into 'em at halftime," 
said Sexton. "In the second half 
we started to show a little more 
poise and started to work the 
ball inside instead of just com-
ing down and taking quick 
shots." 

With A. J. Creps on the 
receiving end of many of those 
inside passes, it seemed a good 
decision. It was. Agape 
outscored Urban Lutheran 32-
14 in the second half to gain a 
42-27 victory. 

Agape finishes its season at 
10-10. Urban Lutheran is 3-17-

Creps, a junior forward, 
scored 13 of Her game-high 16 

BASKETBALL 
points in the second half and 
finished with a triple-double — 
she also had 12 rebounds and 
12 steals, and three assists, too, 

Tarah Armbrester con-
tributed 12 points, all coming 
in the second half, and Emily 
Tong scored nine. Jessica Ford 
and Brittany Hayes scored six 
points apiece for Urban 
Lutheran. 

Agape returns to Urban 
Lutheran this week for its 
Class D state district tourna-
ment. The Wolverines take on 
Redford Bishop Borgess in the 
opening round at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday. A win would put 
Agape into the district semifi-

Christian Academy at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday. The district 
final is at 7 p.m. Friday. 

A.A. Greenhills 39, 
Plymouth 28 : Mentally, 
Plymouth was just never into 

Thursday's game at Ann Arbor 

Even after rallying from a 
13-7 deficit after one quarter to 
pull to within two, 18-16, at the 
half, the Wildcats couldn't 
seem to get it together. They 
were outscored 22-12 in the 
second half, losing to a 
Greenhills team that finished 
with just three wins (against 17 
losses) in the regular season. 

Plymouth takes a 13-5 record 
into the Class B district tour-
nament at Livonia Ladywood 
.Monday, facing Pontiac Notre 
Dame Prep at 6 p.m. 

"It was our first game in two 
weeks and I think not having a 
game, they just weren't in a 
game mode," said Plymouth 
coach Richelle Reilly. "They 
missed layups, they missed free 
throws ... we were 7-of-20 at 
the line. 

"We need to pick up our 
intensity if we want to survive 
in the districts." 

Jeanine Moise led Plymouth 
with 18 points and 15 

rebounds. Carmen Dorris was 
best for the Gryphons with 15 
points. 

Ply. Christian 57, Baptist 
Park 14: One quarter was 
enough for Plymouth Christian 
Academy to take complete 
command Friday against visit-
ing Taylor Baptist Park. 

The Eagles outscored the 
Wildcats 25-2 in those first 
eight minutes, with Amanda 
Saagman getting 11 of them 
and Kelsie Tietjeh nine. By 
halftime, they had expanded 
their lead to 36-11. 

"We played some real tough 
defense," said PCA coach Kevin 
Nast. "And we distributed the 
ball well. That's why everyone 
scored." 

Saagman and Tietjen each 
finished with 14 points. 
Shannon Murray added 10. 

Top scorer for Baptist Park 
was Holly Hodges with five 
points. PCA finishes its regular 
season at 7-13. Baptist Park is 
6-14. 

Madonna falls to Bethel 
in regional OT shootout 

.'t,: Outstanding Feat Award 
1 1 / 7 / 0 3 — Canton High School vs. John Glenn 

VITALS 
; Senior — Haifback/Defensive Back 

" Scored three touchdowns In the 24 to 6 victory 
i , 
; • "Two of the touchdowns were on fantastic runs; 

26 yards and 48 yards. Devln has been 
a big playmaker for us ail season." 

X Tim Baechler, Canton High School Football Coach 

• This special recognition of area athletes is sponsored by 

L Z 5 I C A N T O N FOOT SPECIALISTS 

; g | = £ ( 7 3 4 ) 9 8 1 - 7 8 0 0 

Quality foot care with a gentle touch. 

Specialists www.cantonfoot.com 

GET 4 
• FOR ONLV 

p o * o e o 8 i a « » 2 o j 

PISTONS 
C O I N 1 TO WORK. EVERY M I G H T 

FAMILY FRIDAYS 

THIS FRI., MOV. 2 1 • 8PM 
vs. NEW YORK 

KNICKS 
•882 tickets : 

•Bin Wallace collactibla 
mini-basketballs 

•Free Regular S" subway® 
sub CBPtlficatHS trodwrnat 

T i c k s ! upgnadBS a v a i l a b l s . 

doors open at 6 psti. 

Mehmet ok'up Game shorts to the first 5,000 fans 
n & under courtesy of Sprite. 

Plus, it's Fifth Third Bank photo night Have your photo 
taken with a Pistons player beginning at Gpm. 

doors open at 4 pm. L'HBJ 

uifKWHU* 

Ben Wallace Rll-stan bobblehead 

to the first 10,000 fans 

courtesy of co/Op optical. 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW 
TICKET PLANS OR INDIVIDUAL TICKfcIS 

2 4 8 - 3 1 1 - 0 1 0 ^ OR PISTONS.COM 

It came down to penalty 
kicks Wednesday and 
Madonna University came out 
on the short end, 1-0, against 
host Bethel College (Ind.) in 
the semifinals of the NAIA 
Region 8 playofis. 

It was a defensive battle 
through 90 minutes of regula-
tion and 30 additional minutes 
of overtime as neither team 
was able to score. 

Madonna managed just six 
shots in regulation, two on 
goal. It was also a foul-plagued 
game as the Crusaders were 
whistled for 14, including two 
yellow cards. 

In the shootout, T.J. Djokic 
(Livonia Stevenson), Zach 
Wilkes, Justin Fishaw (Canton) 
and Jamie Miller (Stevenson) 
all scored, but Bethel was able 
to match each goal. 

Madonna's Worteh 
Sampson, the Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Conference 
Player of the Year, was the fifth 

' COLLEGE SOCCER 
shooter. He sent his ball to the 
middle of the net and it was 
save by the Bethel goalkeeper. 

Bethel then converted its 
attempt to advance to the 
Region 8 finals, 5-4. 

St. Francis (Ind.) won the 
other semifinal against 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference playoff champion 
Cornerstone, 3-0, to earn a 
spot in the Region final 

The loss was the second 
straight for MU and drops the 
Crusaders to 17-3 on the sea-
son. 

The Pilots, the Mid-Central 
Collegiate Conference playoff 
champion, is 14-5-2 overall. 

The Crusaders, who were 
ranked 13th, now await the 
pairings for the NAIA National 
Tourney, which will be released 
on Monday. Six at-large bids 
will be at stake. 

Q&S BASKETBALL 
DISTRICT TOURNAMENT PAIRINGS 

CLASS A 8t WAYNE MEMORIAL 
Monday, Nov. 17: (A) Wayne Memorial vs. (8) 

Romulus, 5:30 p.m.; (C) Westland John Glenn vs. (D) 
Livonia Franklin,? p.m. 

Wednesday, Nov. 19: Garden City vs. A-B winner. 
5:30 p.m.; Belleville vs. C-D winner, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. a Championship final. 7 p.m. 
{Winner advances to the regional semifinals at 
Temperance Bedford vs. Wyandotte Roosevelt dis-
trict champion.) 

at LIVONIA STEVENSON 
.Monday, Nov. 17: (A) Livonia Stevenson vs. (8) 

Southfie!d,6p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 19: Detroit Redford vs. 

Redford Union. 5:30 p.m • Redford Thurston vs. A-B 
winner,? p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 21: Championship final, 6 p.m. 
(Winner advances to the regional semifinals at 
Eastpointe-East Detroit vs. Detroit Mumford dis-
tricfchampion.) 

at SOUTH LYON 
Monday, Nov. 17: (A) Nov! vs.(B) Northvilie, 5:30 

p m ; (C) South Lyon vs.{D} Livonia Churchill. 7 p.m, 
Wednesday, Nov. 19: Salem vs. A-B winner. 5:30 

p.m.; Canton vs. C-D winner, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 21: Championship final, 7 p.m. 

{Winner advances to the regional semifinals at 
Auburn Hills Avondale vs. Farmington district 
champion.) 

CLASS B 
at UVONIA LADYWOOD 

Monday, Nov. 17: (A) Plymouth vs. (B) Pontiac 
Notre Dame Prep, 6 p.m • { 0 Livonia Ladywood vs. 
!D) Birmingham Seaholm, 730 p.m. 

Wednesday, Nov. 19: Bloomfield Hills 
Kingswood vs. A-B winner, 6 Bloomfield Hills 
Andover vs. C-D winner, 730 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 2 t Championship final, 7 p.m. 
{Winner advances to the regional semifinals at 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
Pontiac Notre Dame Prep vs. St Clair Shores South 
Lake district champion.) 

at DEARBORN DIVINE CHILD 
Monday, Nov. 17: (A) Dearborn Divine Child vs. 

(B) Detroit Renaissance, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 19: Livonia Clarenceville vs. 

Detroit Chadsey, 5:30 p.m.: Dearborn Heights 
Robichaud vs. A-8 winner, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 21: Championship final, 7 p.m. 
{Winner advances to the regional semifinals at 
Riverview vs. Grosse He district champion.) 

CLASS C 
at MONROE ST. MARY CC 

Monday, Nov. 17: (A) Monroe St Mary Catholic 
Central vs. (B) Riverview Gabriel Richard, 7 p.m. 
. Tuesday, Nov. 18: ( 0 Romulus Summit 
Academy vs. <0) Ecorse, 7 p.m. 

. Wednesday, Nov. 19: Detroit Community vs. A-B 
winner, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 20: Lutheran High Westland vs. 
C-D winner, 7 p m 

Saturday, Nov. t t Championship final, 7 p.m, 
(Winner advances to the regional semifinals at 
Ecorse vs. Detroit Dominican district champioa). 

CLASSD 
at DETROIT URBAN LUTHERAN 

Tuesday, Nov. 18: (A) Detroit Urban Lutheran vs. 
(B) Redford SL Katharine Drexel Vicariate, 6 p.m.- . 
{C5 Redford Bishop Borgess vs. Canton Agape 
Christian, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 20: Westland Huron Va l l eys 
Lutheran vs. A-B winner, 6 p.m; Plymouth Christian 
Academy vs. C-D winner, 730 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 21: Championship final, 7 p.m. 
(Winner advances to the regional semifinals at 
Whitmore Lake vs. Adrian-Lenawee Christian dis-
trict champion) 

PREP HOCKEY 
Tuesday, Nov. 18 

Ladywood vs. Canton-SatenvPiymouth 
at Arctic Edge Arena. 6 or 7 p.m. 

Metro 

Wednesday, Nov. 19 
Ladywood vs. Northvilie 

at Arctic Pond, 6 p m 
Stevenson vs. W.L. Central, 6 pjn. 
Churchill vs. Redford CC, 8 p.m. 
at Livonia's Edgar Arena, 8 pjn. 

Friday, Nov. 21 
Franklin vs. South Lyon (Edgar), 6 p.m. 
(MefroHS.tnvitattonaiiJt Nov! Arena) 

StevensonsgJJbvl, 6 p.m. 
Northvilie vs. Farm. Unified. 830'p.m. 

Saturday, No*J2 
fNov i f te Arena, 5 S 730 pm. 
LEGE WOMEN'S SOCCER 
Thursday, Nov. 8 ) 

(NJCAA Division 1 Tournament) 
Schoolcraft vs. Hinds (MissJ 

at Paradise Valley {Ariz.), TBA. 
COLLEGE MEN'S BASKETBALL 

Friday, Nov. 2! 
' (Mt Union Raider Tip-Off Class® 

Madonna vs. Chowan (N.C.), 6 p i r t C ^ 
Mt Union (Ohio) vs. Case Western, 8 p.m. . 

•" Saturday, Nov. 21 
Rochester JV at Schoolcraft 3 p.m. 
Mt Union Tip-Off Classic, 6 & 8 p m 

COLLEGE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
Wednesday, Nov. 19 

Owens Tech {Ohio) at Schoolcraft 6 p m 
Saturday, Nov. 22 

Madonna vs. Northwood 
at Northwood Classic, 3 p.m. 
r Sunday, Nov. 23 
Madonna vs. Lake Superior St 
at Northwood Classic. 1p.m. 
ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE 

Friday, Nov. 2! 
Whalers at London, 730 p.m. • 

v Saturday, Nov, 22 
Whalers vs. Erie (Compuware), 730 p.m. 

TBA- time to be announced. 

/ ; 

fi 

J l N 6 L E f i E L L R U N 
FOR 

ARTHRITIS* 

RUN /WALK 
Arthritis Foundation" 

Presented by: 

Northvilie Downs 

co»»e 

B O I S B L E H E S U N D A Y S 

NEXT SUN., NOV. 23 • 6PM 
V S . N E W O R L E A N S 

H O R N E T S 

SATURDAY, DEC. 6 , 2003 
P i e r c e Elementary School 

7:30 am - Registration 
8:30 am - Children's Snowman Shuffle 

9:00 am - 5K Run/Walk 

Northvilie, Michigan 
SUNDAY, DEC 7 , 2 0 0 3 
Northvie Downs Raceway 

7:30 am - Registration 
8:30 am - Children's Snowman Shuffle 

9:00 am - 5K Run/Walk 

A ARTHRITIS 
f l F O U N D A T I O N ' 
Take Central. We Can Help." 

new 

THE 

Register online today at 

www.arthritis.org 
or call 

800.968.3030 ixt 232 

http://www.hometawnUife.com
http://www.cantonfoot.com
http://www.arthritis.org
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Heather Sfrko 
Liv. Stevenson 

Krlsten 
Liv. Stevenson 

Kirstian Tyler 
Liv. Franklin 

Kylen Cieslak 
Liv. Churchill 

Meghan Wafer 
Redford Thurston 

Laura Friedmar 
Salem 

Amber Cicala 
Liv. Stevenson 

Kathleen Bohrer 
Liv. Ladywood 

Lisa Montgomery 
Liv. Stevenson 

ML-OBSEIVil 
FROM PAGE B1 

Thurston, Livonia Franklin 
and Ladywood. 

Introducing the 2003 all-
Observer girls cross country 
squad: 

FIRST TEAM 
Heather Sfrko, Jr., Liv. Stevenson: 

Stevenson's MVP and top runner alt season 
long, Sirko swept the board, taking first-place 
honors in the Lakes Division, the WLAA and 
regional meets. 

The jun ior posted a season-best t ime of 
18:56 at the Center Line Invitational. 

She also captured f irst-place invi tat ional 
victories at South Lyon, West Bloomfield, New 
Boston Huron, Catholic Central and Ypsilanti. 

"Heather was the heart and sou! of th is 
year's team and is one of the most-respected 
runners in the state," Stevenson coach Paul 
Ho lmberg said. "No one deserves success 
more than Heather. She led the way to a win-
ning season. It really helps your team score 
when the number you put in your t o t a l is 
one, and that 's what Heather gave us t ime 
and again." 

Krlsten Frey, Fr., Liv. Stevenson: Frey 
enjoyed a great year f rom the start, running 
a 19:47 a t t h e Red fo rd C a t h o l i c C e n t r a l 
Invitational. 

But she broke her arm that af ternoon in a 
soccer match, w h i c h seeming ly ended al l 
hopes of a promising season. 

Forced to rest two weeks wi th a cast on 
her broken arm, Frey returned to run a 20:05, 
g o o d e n o u g h f o r s e v e n t h in t h e Lakes 
Division meet. 

The f reshman then p laced s i x th in the 
WLAA meet and earned al l -state honors at • 
the Division 1 state meet wi th a season-best 
t ime of 18;21,14th place overall. 

"It is an understatement to say that s h e ' 
nad an outstanding season, and the promise 
of a very outstanding career," Holmberg said. 

Kirstian Tyler, Sr., Liv. Franklin: Tyler 
enjoyed her most successful year, quali fying 
for the Division 1 state meet for the second 
year in a row a f te r f i n i sh ing t h i r d a t t he 

best of 19:18, 48 th overal l at the Division 1 
s ta te meet . She has the f i f t h fas test t ime 
(19:31) at Cass Benton Park among Churchil l 
runners. . . 

"Kyien is a very dedicated and hard-work-
ing athlete who has a tremendous amount of 
ta len t , " Churchi l l coach Sue Tat igian said. 
"She really stepped i t up a notch th is year 
and ran some outstanding races. She was an 
exceptional leader and led her team to some 
sol id performances. Kylen has proven tha t 
she is a powerful force and I know that she 
will continue to improve." 

Meghan Wafer. Sr., Red. Thurston: In her 
f i rst year on the varsity, Wafer had a whale of 
a career. She finished f irst in all three Mega 
Blue-Gold jamboree meets, second at t he 
Division 2 regional and 27th in the state meet 
w i th her season-best t ime of 19:05, earning 
her all-state honors. 

Her cross country season continued af ter 
the state meet as she finished 10th in a state 
qua l i fy ing meet in Kalamazoo to represent 
Team Michigan at the Mideast Cross Country 
Championships in Ohio on Saturday. 

" I kept repeat ing at our team banquet, 
'What if, what if,"' Thurston Jef f Burger said 
of his team's MVP. "For th is only being her 
f i rst year running cross country, she's done 
an excellent job. It's great to see what she's 
done." -

Laura Friedman, Jr., Salem: In only her 
second year of running cross count ry , t he 
junior caught on fast, being honored as team 
MVP by her teammates recording the th i rd-
fastest t ime in Salem history wi th a t ime of 
19:30 to go along wi th a 59th-place finish .in 
the Division 1 state finals. 

Friedman took all-WLAA and al l - regional 
honors, f in ishing seventh and 10th, respec-

her really helped." 
Bohrer also added a four th at the muddy 

Royal Oak Kimball regional wi th a clocking 'of 
20:21.2. 

In the Catholic League meet held at Stony 
Creek Metropark, Bohrer was runner-up to 
Dearborn Divine Child's Katie Okonowski by 
less than a second in 20:10.08. 

She was the Blazers' t op runner in the 
Wayne County Championship at Wiilow Run in 
October and earned second- team honors 
against compet i t ion which included Division 1 
schools. 

Lisa Montgomery, Sr., Liv. Stevenson: 
Captur ing th i rd place in the Livonia Public 
Schools and lakes Division meets, the senior 
capped off her successful four-year vars i ty 
career by running a season-best t ime of 19:52 
at the Division 2 state finals (86th overall). 

The senior also placed 13th at the region-
al, clocking in a respectable 20:20. 

Montgomery is a four- t ime a l l - O b s e r v e r 
f i rs t team selection. 

"Lisa has been a vars i ty runner al l four 
years and one of the best in the area al! four 
years," Holmberg said: "Her average t imes 
for the past four years - 20:31, 20:15, 20:42 
and 20:30. 

" in her career she established the eighth 
best Stevenson t ime at Cass Benton (19:44) 
and the eighth best t ime ever (19:10 in 2000) 
at the state meet at MIS." 

Nicole Schmidt, Jr., Uv. Churchill: Despite 
sustaining.a foot injury in the middle of the 
season, Schmidt placed 12th at the regional, 
meet and was 90 th at the Division 1 s ta te 

"Laura is a ve ry dr iven a th le te , " Salem 
coach Dave Geriach said. "She sets her goals 
high and is determined to obtain them. 

"Laura is an a th le te .you know you can 
depend on in the important races to compete 
hard and succeed. She is extremely competi-
t ive and holds herself to a high standard of 

Nicole Schmidt 
Liv. Churchill 

Erica Hope 
Liv. Churchill 

Sarah Kulczycki 
Liv. Stevenson 

The 
Observer 
All-Area 

Girls Cross 
Country 

team was 
chosen by a 
panel of area 

coaches. 

Hannah Cavicchio 
Salem 

Tyler's best per fo rmance of the season 
came when it ma t te red most a t t he s ta te 
finals,' p lacing 30th w i th a t ime of 18:56 to 
earn all-state honors. 

She also placed sixth in the Livonia Public 
Schools meet, and was the Western Division 
champion. 

"K i rs t ian f in ished a ve ry s t rong senior 
year, running her best races at the end of the 
-eason," Franklin coach Dave Bjorklund said. 
She Is the f irst female all-state cross coun-

t ry runner ' in Franklin history, as well as the 
f i rs t runner to break the 19-minute mark. She 
has been a great leader and has helped turn 
the program in a positive direction." 

Tyler w i l l c o n t i n u e he r c ross c o u n t r y 
career next season at Schoolcraft College. 

Kylen Cieslak, Soph., Liv. Churchill: The 
team MVP and the Chargers' solid No. 1 run-
ner, Cieslak took home first-place honors by 
winning the Wayne Country championship. 

She was also runne r -up in t he L ivon ia 
Public Schools meet as well as in the WLAA 
meet (19:19). 

The sophomore f inished w i th a personal 

Amber Cicala, Fr., Liv. Stevenson: Cicala 
s t a r t e d her f i r s t race r u n n i n g o n t h e JV 
squad at the West Bloomfield Invitational, but 
after, f inishing f i rs t wi th a t ime that would've 
p u t he r in t h e t o p 15 in a v a r s i t y r ace , 
changes were made and the freshman quick-
ly rose to the ranks on varsity. 

"When Amber f i rst started running wi th us 
las t summer, I knew she was go ing to be 
good," Ho lmberg said. " I j u s t d idn ' t know 
she'd be that good. From that point on she 
was one of the best around, running under 
20 minutes six t imes." 

The freshman recorded the 11th best t ime 
in Spartan h is tory (19:31), f in ish ing 60 th at 
the Division 1 state finals. 

Cicala also garnered all-WLAA (seventh 
place), a l l -Lakes Div is ion and a l l - reg iona l 
(sixth place) honors. 

Kathleen Bohrer, Soph., Liv. Ladywood: 
The tOth-grader developed into the Blazers' 
t op runner th is season, when she f in ished 
77th overall in the Division 2 state meet w i th 
a t ime of 19:47.25, 

"First of all, this is her first year running," 
Ladywood coach Marcus Colonna said. "She 
was our number one runner in every meet. 
She played a huge role this year. She was the 
f i rs t Ladywood runner to break 20 minutes 
since the early '80s. We had a strong return-
ing team, but to get someone new one like 

Schmidt's best t ime was recorded at the 
Michigan State University Invitational, where 
she placed eighth wi th a season-best 18:54. 

"Nicole was able to rebound and run some 
respectable t imes at the end of the season," 
Tatigian said. "I am very proud of her deter-
minat ion and perseverance. Being able to run 
as fast as she did in September at the MSU 
meet is indicative of her br ight future as a 
distance runner." 

• Sarah Kulczycki, Sr, Liv. Stevenson: A con-
sistent contr ibutor to the Spartans for three 
years runn ing, the senior was a l l -d iv is ion, 
placing ninth to go along wi th a ninth at the 

Kulczyck i p laced 67th a t the Div is ion 1 
s ta te meet , runn ing the 13th best t ime in 
Stevenson history (19:36). 

"Sarah has improved each year and each 
year has played an increasingly more impor-
tant ro le on the team," Holmberg said. " In 
mid-season, when we were su f f e r i ng w i t h 
some injuries, we called upon Sarah to step it 
up and f i l l in and she answered the call. From 
the City Meet on, she gave us ou ts tand ing 
per formances capped off by a t remendous 
ef for t in the state finals." 

Hannah Cavicchio, Fr., Salem: Cavicchio, in 
her f i r s t year runn ing cross c o u n t r y , pu t 
t imes ranking her among the best f reshmen 
in Salem's history, backing up the claim by 
f i n i sh ing 59 th w i t h a t ime of 19:30 at t he 
Division 1 state meet, the four th fastest t ime 
in Salem's history. 

The f r e s h m a n a lso p laced 10th in t h e 
WLAA conference championship and came in 
14th place at the regional. 

"Hannah is a very hard worker who was 
determined to make a posit ive cont r ibut ion 
to the team in her f i rst year," Geriach said. 
"Hannah has all the tools to cont inue to be 
an outstanding distance runner in the years 
to come. She has been a perfect addit ion to 

ALL-OBSERVER 

2003 ALL-OBSERVER 
GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY 

FIRST TEAM . 
Heather Sirko, Jr., Liv. Stevenson 
Kristen Frey, Fr„ Liv, Stevenson 
Kirstian Tyler, Sr!, Liv. Franklin ~ _ 

Kylen Cieslak, Soph., Liv. Churchill 
Meghan Wafer, Sr., Red. Thurston " 

Laura Friedman, Jr., Salem 
Amber Cicala, Fr., Liv. Stevenson 

Kathleen Bohrer, Soph., Liv. Ladywood' 
Lisa Montgomery, Sr., Liv. Stevenson , 

Nicole Schmidt, Jr., Liv. Churchill ; . 
Sarah Kulczycki, Sr., Uv. Stevenson 

Hannah Cavicchio, Fr., Salem 
Erica Hope, Fr., Liv. Churchill 

SECOND TEAM 
Meghan Horgan, Fr., Liv. Franklin - ' 

Sarah Stobbe. Fr., Canton 
Gaby Gutierrez; Sr., Uv. Churchill . 

. Katherine Mackenzie, Fr., luth. Westland, • . 
Lauren Kane, Jr., Salem 

Kelly Gibbons, Sr., Liv. Stevenson 
Monica Przebienda, Jr., Salem 
Amanda Kassem, Soph., Saiem : • >' 

Ena Mackenzie, Jr., Luth. Westland 
Linda Montgomery, Sr., Liv. Stevenson., . , 

Nicole Renaud, Sr., Liv. Churchill 

COACH OF THE YEAR 
Marcus Colonna, Liv. Ladywood • '* 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Stevenson: Stephanie Pere, Natalie Jeter, 

Kelly Gossel in, Melanie Ander le, Meaghan 
Burke; Churchill: Amanda Thayer, Tiffany Pope, 
Tiffany Pao, Anna Gatt, Amy Drinan, Jessica 
Debrinca.t: Salem:. Daniel le Malone, Alyssa. 
Mastic, Lauren Medley, Katy White, L ianne : 

Gr i f f i ths , A l l ison Janda, Marisa Carp ine f l i . . 
Che lsea Ba ldw in , 'AMie V ran iak ; Canttm:;-
Rebecca McCormack, Carrie Oleszkowicz, Lisas 
Cl in ton; Ladywood: Beth Conkl in, Br i t tany; ; 
Winters; Franklin: Kr ist ine Ostrosky, Melisia ! 
Anderson, Jenni fer Kirk, Courtney MacLein;* 
Lutheran Westland: Nicole Barnaby, AshftyC 
Taylor-Voss, Ruth Pranschke; Westland John" 
Glenn: Ju l ia DeGroot, Jul ia Stulock; Wayne:* 
Kristen Tedders; Plymouth; Sarah Sherwood,-
Nichole Mclaughlin, Jackie Beeler; Thurston:-! 
N a t a l i e Wasio; Redford Union: Ash ley * 
Frederick, Maria Dadourian, Laura Matchulat, * 
Melanie Reece, Stephanie Reamer; Garden*; 
City: Jenny Davis, Jamie Davis. 

our program and has helped us take the next-
step of success as a team." ;• 

Erica Hope, Fr., Liv. Churchill: Hope placed; 
eighth in the regionals, only to wind up run-,; 
ning'even better at the Division 1 state meet-
wi th a personal best t ime of 19:56, finishing! 
79th. . • 

She was also an ail-division wi th a sixth-* 
place f inish in the division meet, and placed; 
also p laced 13th in t h e WLAA conference: 
meet. 

"Erica ranks as one of the most successful( 
freshgien I have had the pleasure of c o a i l H 
ing," Tat igian said. "She is an a th le te w j i o , 
possesses a great amount of talent and a t j i l i v 
ty. This was Erica's f i rs t experience runn f j ig ! 
cross country and she raced like a t rue vet'erv 
an. She wasn't afraid of her competi t ion, and;, 
she capped off her season by running a fcer-I 
rif ic race at the state meet." 
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