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DON 7 a LAME THE CARRIER 
FOR LATE DELIVERY 

Today's late delivery Is not the 
fault of your Observer carrier. 
Due to technical difficulties, we 
were unable to get the newspa-
per out on time. 

• Pick pur seat 
The Partnership for the 

Arts and Humanities, inc. 
invites the public to select 

; the best seat in the house at 
' the new Canton Village 

Theater at Cherry Hill, 3-5 
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 26, at the 
home of Rob and Sally Welch, 
8400 N. Ridge Readjust 
south of Joy in Canton. 

The cost to attend is $100 
per person and can be 
applied to your donation of 
$600 per seat. For the dona-
tion, you will get to pick the 
seat you want and have it 
designated with a name-
plate. 
• For more information, call 

Jennifer Tobin, Canton per-
forming arts coordinator, at 
(734)394-5484. 

• Dig in 
The Canton Goodfellows 

wil l kick off their 2003 
Christmas Program by host-
ing 'Tour Change Can 'Make 
a Difference' Day in 
Canton," Saturday, Oct. 25. 

The Goodfellows are ask-
ing the public to dig into its 
pockets, purses and sofa 
cushions and bring all of 
the spare change to 
Heritage Park from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and fi l l out change 
Jars. 

The Goodfellows also will 
accept good old folding 
money, new toys and non-
perishable food items. 
- For more information call 
Nancy Spencer, Goodfellows 
president, at (734) 397-8975. 

Star Str 
Horoscopes w i f h . ; | 
Dennis F a i r c h i l i S l 
in Filter. 

Baby dies 
in bathtub, 
mom held 

An 11-month-baby 
boy drowned 
Wednesday afternoon 
in an apartment off 
Palmer, and his 20-
year-old mother is in 
police custody today. 
Possible charges 
against the mother 
will be presented to 
the Wayne County 
Prosecutor's office 
today. 

"We received an 
emergency call from 
the mother at about 
5:30 p.m.," and 
responded to the 
scene, said Canton 
Police Sgt. Todd 
Mutchler, The baby 
apparently drowned 
in the family's bath-
tub. 

The mother and the 
baby were home alone 
at the time of the 
drowning, according 
to Mutchler, but the 
baby's 21-year-old 
father lives with the 
family. 

"There was evidence 
at the scene as well as 
statements made by 
the mother that were 
inconsistent," 
Mutchler said of the 
decision to pursue 
charges against the 
baby's mother. 
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Jones: 'Happy to be alive 
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who Monday sur-

Many others have tempted fate by goirtg over 
Niagara Falls in the past century. 
News, page A9. 

vived a plunge 
over Niagara Falls 
with nothing but 
street clothes, the 
only person to sur-
vive such a drop 
without benefit of 
alifejacket or 
some other device. 

Kirk Jones, 40, 
apparently had 
been planning the 
jump for at least a 
month although, 
according to 
Keith, "nobody believed him." 

"He got obsessed with it about a 

JUMP AT NIAGARA FALLS 

A m e r i c a n 
Jones jumped here 
and was retrieved 

N i a g a r a Ri 
R a p i d s 

C a n a d i a n 

"One of the 
Canadian doctors 
said there's no way 
this guy couldn't 
have broken 
bones," said Kathy 
Winkelmann of 
Canton, a family 
friend who was 
house-sitting and 
dog-sitting 
Wednesday for the 
Joneses. "But he 
didn't. It's a mira-
cle." 

Keith was in New York for an appearance 
on The Today Show, said people were call-
ing from all over the United States and 
Canada. 

During,an intei view with an Observer 
reporter, she plac id him on hold to take a 
call on a second li ne. 

FOCUS ON CANTON 
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bade on the line. "The phone keeps ringing 
all the time." 

However intrigued the world seems to 
be with Kirk's stunt, Canadian officials 
were not impressed. 

Police station. 
He told reporters outside the station 

that he had been suicidal, according 
published reports. 

"It's an embarrassing thing to say 
now," he was quoted as saying, "but 

Kirk Jones, 40, of Canton, got the world's atten-
tion Monday when he made a successful fall over 
Niagara Falls in Canada. 

depression caused me to do what I think 
untold numbers have done in Niagara 
Falls. I can't ask you why God saw fit to 
let me live at this time, but I'm happy to 
be alive." 

Calls to the hospital on Wednesday 
were transferred to a recorded message 

PIEASE SEE FALLS, A9 

Dad lauds bus driver 
who averts tragedy 

Sarah Stanz gazes at her pumpkin which had a aquarium theme, complete with little fish, all ready to 
go for the P i p k i n s Around the Pond in Heritage Park. The event was an early kick off to Canton's 
Octoberfest last Saturday. 

Plymouth-Canton school bus driv 
er Kim Whiteside is the mother of a 
6-year-old. So, when she saw a 
Plymouth toddler dart into the path 
of the 40-foot chrome yellow and 
black transit bus she was piloting 
along Hines Drive last Friday, the 
Westland woman's motherly 
instincts took over. 

"I just wanted to get out of the bus 
and get him out of the way," said 
Whiteside. 

Whiteside's quick reaction averted 
what could have been a tragedy and 
earned her a hero's label from a 

Whiteside was traveling west-
bound on Hines Drive near Wilcox 
Lake, part of her daily special educa-
tion school bus route. She was just 
coming out of a curve into a straight-
away at about 37 mph - "I always go 

slow around there" she said - when 
she caught something out of the cor-
ner of her eye. 

I was driving down the road and I 
saw a man running toward the 
street," remembers Whiteside, who at 
the time didn't see 27-month-old 
Casey McCord because of a 
guardrail. I then saw a child step out 
in the middle of the road and stop. 
All I know is the child froze, and 
there were cars coming from the 
other side. 

"So, I did everything in my power 
to make the bus stop," she said. "I put 
both feet on the brakes and tried to 
make the bus come to a complete 
stop before hitting him." 

By the time Whiteside could react, 
there was only about 20 feet between 

PLEASE SEE DRIVER, A5 

WETLAND MITIGATION: A FAILED PROGRAM 

Artificial wetlands fall short of state goafs 
BY KURT K U B A N 

STAFF WRITER 

Wetland mitigation projects 
dot the metro Detroit landscape 
like tiny oases in a rapidly grow-
ing urban desert They're tucked 
underneath expressways and 
behind industrial parks. They 
can be found next to new subdi-
visions, while some even sit in 
the shadows of skyscrapers. 

The mitigation projects are arti-
ficial wetlands developers must 
create when they fill and destroy 
natural wetlands, whether it be 
for a subdivision, strip mall or 
parking lot Since 1984, when 
Michigan began administering its 

State agency does poor job protecting 
our wetlands. Editorial, page A10. 

own wetland mitigation program, 
roughly2,000 mitigation projects 
have been constructed in 
Oakland, Wayne and Macomb 
counties alone. 

In an area that was historically 
replete with water and wetlands, 
the mitigation projects are some 
of the last remaining wetlands, 
as development continues to 
outpace the population growth. 

Although some of these con-
structed wetlands have suc-
ceeded, the program has largely 

proven to be a failure. Most of 
the mitigated wetlands are 
either of poor quality or of 
insufficient size. Some develop-
ers have never even bothered to 
build the required wetlands. 

The Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ), 
the agency that issues permits 
and administers the mitigation 
program, has admitted the prob-
lems. In 1997, the department 
initiated a five-year survey of 159 
mitigation s i te constricted 
between 1987and 1998, and 
found only 22 percent of the proj-
ects to be successful wetlands. 

PLEASE SEE WETLANDS, A4 

w S S t i 0 n P I 0 | e c t s i n t h e a r e 3 ' t h e American Tower site in 
Southfield is tucked between office buildings. This site is considered a success-
ful wetland, although most artificial wetlands have proven to be failures. 
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@ THE LIBRARY 
Did You Know? 

• it's time to set your clocks back ; 

again? Daylight-saving time ends and 
standard time resumes af 2 a.m. on 
Sunday, Oct 26? 
B Americans will purchase approxi-
mately 20 million pounds of candy 
corn for Halloween? 
• Teen Read Week ends on Oct. 25, 
but your enjoyment of poetry doesn't 
have to? Check out the library's 
newest special multimedia collection, 
"Poetry for Teens," online at www.can-
tonpl.org/specialc/teenpoet.html 
• We're always adding new titles to 
our extensive Online Magazine Rack/ 
Visit www.cantonpl.org to view eCon-
tent for Inc., Mother Jones, This Old 

- House, Discover and many more mag-
azines. 

Web Watch: Check out these new Web 
sites; 
. • www.careervoyages.gov 

• www.centennialofflight.gov 
9 www.goodtyping.com 
• www.holidays.net/ramadan 

New Adult Books 
• "Every Second Counts" - Lance 

TAX 
PROBLEMS? 
We settle any tax, 

any year 
(248) 985-HELP 

(4357) 

Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of J-275 
S5.2S Kids at) shows 

SS.7S Students & Late I how Frl & Sat I 

$7.75 Evenings Man -"mure 

O No Passes 

| Unlimited Fret Drink & ,258 Cora Refills 

M O V I E G U I D E 

F R E E 
FALL MATINEES 

. E V B R Y O N K 
SATURDAYS. SUNDAY 10 & 11 A M 
RUB RATS GO WILD (PQ) 

~ into bring the kids t o r n 
^utterby the Mown 
CT&SU? 

. Armstrong (nonaction) 
• "The Anthrax le t ters" • Leonard A. 
Cole (nonfiction) 
B "Blow Fly" - Patricia Cornwell (fic-
tion) ' " . ' v 
a "The Snow Bride" - Debbie 
Macomber (romance) 

New Children's Books 
B "The Long Journey Home" - David 
Bedford (picture book) 
B "Virginia Bound" - Amy Butler (fic-
tion) 
B "Pudgy: A Puppy to Love" - Pippa 
Goodhart (picture book) 
a "The Wrong One" - Carol Otis Hurst 
(fiction) 
B "Year of No Rain" - Alice Mead (fic-
tion) 

New Audio Books 
a "Leadership Lessons of the Navy 
Seals" - Jeff and Jon Cannon (nonfic-
tion, CD) 
B "Blindside: An FBI Thriller" • 
Catherine Coulter (fiction, CD) 
B "Last to Die" - James Grippando 
(fiction, cassette and CD) 
B "A Man to Call My Own" - Joanna 
Lindsey (fiction, CD) 

New CD-ROMs 
B "ClipArt 750,000". 
B ©Backyard Hockey" - (Ages 7 and 
up) 

New CDs 
B "Dark Chords on a Big Guitar" -
Joan Baez 
a "Fate's Right Hand" - Rodney 
Croweil 
B "NYC 1978" - Ramones 
B "Thyrty" - Lynyrd Skynrd 

New Videos and DVDs 
B "Confessions of a Dangerous Mind" 
(video and DVD) 
B "The Good Thief" (video and DVD) 
a "Identity" (video and DVD) 

©The Canton Public Library is com-
piled by Rebecca Baumgold, market-
ing and communications manager. 

BY JOANNE MAUSZEWSKl" 
STAFF WRITER ' 

If Charles Mott is retired, 
someone needs to tell him. 

"When you get ready to 
retire, you think you'll have a 
lot of free time," the Canton 
resident said. 

After two years in retire-
ment, Mott, a former industri-
al electrician and project man-
ager, is finding out otherwise. 
Not that he wasn't busy when 
he worked. 

But the volunteer career he 
started while working has only 
blossomed. His resume is a 
patchwork of giving to the 
community. 

Start with the Canton Lions 
Club, followed by the Canton 
Historical Society, the Retirees 
Association for Local No. 58, 
the Electrical Workers Credit 
Union, the Canton 
Homeowners Advisory Council 
and the Woodlands of Canton 
subdivision association. In 
each he plays a vital role, 
whether serving as a vice presi-
dent or member who has the 
enormous task of producing 
the group's newsletter. 

"I come from a humble back-
ground. We never had any-
thing. We weren't poor, but 
sometimes it felt like it. People 
helped us," Mott said. "So, I 
believe I should help people." 

And he does. And he believes 
in lives in a community in 
which volunteerism is encour-
aged. "If you don't have volun-
teers, you don't have a viable 
community," he said. 

Despite the offices he holds 
in some of the volunteer 
organizations, Mott prefers to 
work behind the scenes. He 

is this retiree's passion in life 
doesn't need accolades, titles, 
awards and the like. "I just 
want to help people," he said. 

No group should be offend-
ed, but his favorite is the Lions 
Club, simply because it does so 
much in the community. He 
credits Bob Boyer, yet another 
committed Canton volunteer, 
with bringing the club "out of 
the doldrums." 

Mott tells the story of a 
phone call from someone who 
needed glasses in Belleville. 
That city's Lions Club went 
kaput. Other clubs the person 
called turned down the request 
for the help. After all, their 
clubs didn't operate in 
Belleville. Mott credit Boyer 
with helping to fulfill the 
request. Efforts are afoot to 
restart a Lions Club in 
Belleville. 

Meanwhile, as a member of 
the Canton Historical Society 
— Mott is a former board 
member and treasurer — he 
acquired responsibilities for 
the newsletter, "I said I would 
try to do it," he said. "At that 
time I was working 12 hours a 
day." 

Do it he did. And he took 
over the Lions' newsletter, as 
well as one for his retirees 
group. "I had never thought 
about doing a newsletter." His 
almost lifelong interest and 
skill in photography came in 
handy. He also took a class at 
Schoolcraft College to learn a 
photography software pro-
gram, and learned how to use a 
design software program. 
Today, his newsletters arrive in 
hundreds of homes and offices. 

"Once you start doing it, it's 
your job and no one else's. No 
one else wants it," said the 

This time it's personal 
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Breast Cancer Awareness 
Time to take a closer look at 

Month, 
your health. 

C u r v e s 3 0 - m i n u t e fitness, c o m m o n s e n s e w e i g h t loss p r o g r a m c a n 
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www.curvesintcrnacional.com The power co amaze yourself." 
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ELEGANCE 
FINE JEWELRY 

6018 Canton Center Rd. • Canton, Mi 48187 
PH: 734-207-1906 

R e t u r n t h i s a d fo r 1 , 0 0 0 Free D i a m o n d P o i n t s 
good towards Winning Fabulous Jewelry Prizes! 

Limit 1 Ad per day per entrant. Expire 10/28/03 

SALE HOURS: 
^Monday thru Saturdays^ 

9:30 AM to 6:00 PM 
Thursdays 

Open til 8:00 PM 
Closed 

Sundays! 
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Canton resident Charles Mott Is a volunteer extraordinaire. 

father of three grown children 
with his wife, Virginia. They 
are grandparents to eight chil-
dren. 

Through the newsletters, 
he's had no choice but learn to 
write and rewrite. 

His wife takes a look at his 
work and then it gets passed to 
one ofhis five sisters, who is a 
teacher. 

A vice president of the 
Electrical Workers Credit 
Union, Mott admits he is about 
to become the president — 
again. Not an easy task. "We're 
small. But we're very fiscally 
responsible," he said. 

When he first retired, Mott 
volunteered to work at Holiday 
Market in Canton one day a 
week. That's right. He volun-. 
teered to work. His wages-were 
donated to charity each week. 

Holding a newsletter — 
which he did — from his union 
local No. 58, Mott points to a 
photograph on the front page 
ofhis colleagues in Tunica, 
Miss. He had run into a pip-
efitter friend who mentioned 
that that particular local takes 
trips. "So I started it. Now we 
have a group effort," Mott said, 
adding he arranged for 40 
retired union members to 
make the trip. 

Mott is certain volunteerism 
brings people together. It's an 
easy way to make friends. 
"People today are more isolat-

They don't know their neigh-
bors. If you're just working ?3l 
the time, il 

j m a l i s 2 e w k i @ o e . h o m e c o m m ; n e t . 
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Treasure Your Loved Ones 
Pre-need cemetery plans when you need piece of mind, 

At-need arrangements when you need a friend. 

(Based i r complete arrangements far two.) 

$1000 Off if made by October 30th 

$750 Off if made by November 15th 

$500 Off ifmade by November 30th 

• Peace of Mind • Lower Prices 
• Family Protection 

• Selection Made Together 
• Agreeable Terms • Transferability 

Ask us about our mausoleum crypts, 
in-ground and cremation burials, 
personal planning guide, private 
estates and memorial tenches, 

monuments and markers. 

4800 Curtis Road g 
Plymouth s 

734-454-9448 1 
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Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 
HELP FOR NECK PAIN . 

Patients with chronic neck pain Don't waste your time and 
may use up to twice as many money on doctor's visits! Seek the 
health care services, on average, experience of a professional 
as the general population. It physical therapist that can person-

come as good news, then, alize your treatment and get you 
se who suffer from this feeling like yourself again. At 

that a recent Finnish H A N D S O N C E N T E R F O R 
study indicates that neck-muscle PHYSICAL THERAPY, we are a 
exercises may help bring relief, certified rehabilitation agency 
-Researchers had women with offering treatment for neck and 
chronic neck pain perform either back trauma, chronic pain, work 
endurance-training exercises and sports related injuries, bone 

ifting the head while and joint problems, TMJ dysfunc-
ying on the back or stomach! or tion, and pre* and postpartum 

back pain. Please call 455-8370 
. to set up an appointment to speak 

>ur- to a professional, Located at 650 
ise. South Main Street in downtown 

Plymouth, we offer easy access 

yingc 
ilgh-i 
, „ stomach! or 

hiah-intensity neck-strengthen 
in their shoulders, backs; to set 'up an appointment 

and arms, and they were encour 
aged to perform aerobic exercise 
After one year, both groups expe-
rienced a considerate reduction . and easy parking. For your con 

average neck pain and venience, early morning and eve-
ning hours are available 

In the study mentioned above, researchers noted that neck exercks 
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Arts take 

a t C a n t o n ' s 
first showcase 
BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI 

STAFF WRITER 

It's not often you can just 
stand there and take in the 
music. 

"The way the world 
is today, it's kind of 
comforting to come to a com-
munity event like this. It's 
safe," Sue Carney of Canton 
said 

Carney was among a small 
but earnest crowd Friday 
night which attended the 
first-ever Arts Are Alive 
Showcase at the Summit on 
the Park. 

Fashioned after a business 
expo, the showcase gave 
vocalists, musicians and 
artists a chance to bring their 
work to the people. They 
demonstrated, sang and 
played as visitors moved 
around the banquet room 
taking in the arte. 

"I am just thrilled. Look at 
this place. Isn't it vibrant?" 
asked Jennifer Tobin, Canton 
performing arts coordinator. 

As performers took one of 
two stages — set up at either 
end of the room —• Tobin 
introduced them and 
explained what they do, fol-
lowed up by questions follow-
ing the performance. 

"This is the fun, 
uplifting part of our person-
alities," said Janine Grady, 
who performed contempo-
rary vocals with help from 
her piano accompanist, 
Karen Nysek. Grady is a 
music teacher at Central 
Middle School, Nysek a nurse 
with the Detroit Public 
Schools and a music minister 
at S t Thomas !A Becket 
Catholic Church in Canton. 

Heather Popoff, 11, sang 
The Prayer and Journey to 
the Past for guests, while her 

Night music 

Bethany Stawasz, a member of the Plymouth Symphony, plays the harp at Canton's first Arts Are Alive Showcase. 

mom displayed her own cre-
ations — memory quilts. 
Christine Popoff displayed a 
quilt she made for her daugh-
ter, highlighting her young 
career and the productions in 
which she performed. 

When asked what she s 
wants to be when she grows 
up, Heather said: "An actress 
or a singer. A movie actress. 
I'm singing all the time, the 
shower, everywhere." 

Bridget Carney and Rivka 
Gates were the two vocalists 
of Gallowglass, a five-mem-
ber band waiting its turn on 
stage. 

"We perform mostly Irish 
with a twist," Carney said. 
"We are trying to do folk 
music with a rock-and-roll 
goofiness." 

Both women also perform 
for the Michigan Renaissance 
Festival. 

Children with Village 
Music also performed and 
wowed the crowd. "He could 

I 

Mother and daughter Christine and Heather Popoff have the market cor-
nered. Heather sings, dances and acts, while Christine creates memory 
quilts. 

feeling ofthe evening: "Just 
let that sound wash over you." 

jmalis2ewski@oe.homecomm.net 

(734)459-2700 

ice cream, 
onlooker as a child sang. 

Linda Alvarado, Plymouth 
Symphony president, 
summed up the primary 

Leisure Services follows 
a zero tolerance code 

Throwing a bat in anger dur-
ing a softball game in a town-
ship park or being verbally 
abusive to someone during a 
hockey game at the Arctic Edge 
is generally not considered 
"appropriate behavior" 

In the past, such actions. 
might have been ignored or 

off, but now they 
. get you suspended from 

the facility. 
That's the result of a Leisure 

Services Code of Conduct 
adopted last week by the 
Canton Board of Trustees. 

While a similar code has 
always been in effect at 
Summit on the Park, Leisure 
Services Director Ann Conklin 
said it is now being extended to 
all venues covered by her 
department. 

"Accreditation has forced us 
to be consistent throughout 
Leisure Services," she told the 
board. "The new policy also 
includes an appeal process 
which was not spelled out in 
the old one." 

Debbie Honsowetz, manager 
of recreation and facilities for 
the township, said when the 
code was initially developed, 
Summit on the Park was its 
own division. 

"In 2000 we created Leisure 
Services," she said. "Now we 
haw golf, parks and the soft-
ball center. It made sense to 
modify the code of conduct to 
include all of Leisure Services." 

The code itself is fairly sim-
ple. Item one reads: "A zero tol-
erance stance will be taken as it 
relates to criminal behavior." 

Beyond that, the code simply 

; that individuals will be 
. of "inappropriate 

behavior or action" and if the 
behavior continues, the indi-
vidual may be asked to leave 
the premises and is subject to 
suspension. 

If the individual is a minor 
(under 18), a parent or 
guardian will be notified. 

The code also spells out an 
appeals process for people who 
feel they've been unfairly 

Honsowetz said that over the 
last eight years, probably about 
a dozen people had been sus-
pended. 

"It could have been anything 
from theft to fighting," she said, 
"Our department is striving to 
achieve national accreditation.. 
They look for strong policies -
and procedures that make you J 
a more efficient and well-run * 
agency." * 

The code will be posted in all-
facilities where it is in place, * 
including areas used by youth * 
athletic leagues. "We're still ^ 
dealing with youth leagues and^ 
youth sports associations," I 
Honsowetz said. "What we're * 
hoping is that with youth sports 
groups this can be implement- * 
ed into their league rules." 

In time, users of all facilities „ 
will be given copies of the code; 
and asked to sign that they t 
have read it and understand itJ', 

"It really is in place to ensure-
that any guests coming into a » 
Leisure Services facility or pro-! 
gram can feel safe," she said. * 
"The message is if you act inap-j 
propriately, there will be reper-d 
cussions." t 

Public invited to tour mosque! 
The Canton Mosque 

will hold an open house 
noon to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 25. 

The open house will give the 
local community an opportuni-
ty to tour a mosque and learn 
about Muslim beliefs and prac-
tices. 

The event is one of several 
activities planned to increase 
awareness and education 
the Muslim community. 

Visitors will be able to tour 
the mosque, explore an Islamic 
Art exhibit, taste foods of the ^ 
Muslim world, as well as expe-^ 
rience Muslim entertainment. > 

Several scholars and guests I 
will speak about a variety of * 

are several hundred" * 
Muslim families in the Canton! 
area and more than 300,000 I 
Muslims in the greater Detroit* 
area. » 

NEW DEARBORN LOCATION 
ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY 
ACADEMY 

Public School 
Academy 
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Lake Superior 

State University 
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• Private School Environment 
• Now Enrolling Grades 9-11 
• Small Class Sizes / 
• Dress Code 
• Strong Code of Student Conduct 
• Michigan Curriculum Framework 
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•Career Pathways 
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•Computer Science 
•Education 
•Architecture-'' 
•Management 

Open to Wayne and 

Oakland Residents 
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Applications can be picked up 
Monday-Friday 9 am - Noon 
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Look what 
Pediatric Healthcare Associates 

brings to the Canton area 
Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine 

Canton Health Building 
1600 Canton center Road, Suite 200 Canton, Mi 48188 734-398-7899 

j m 
\ 

we are pleased to announce Kathryn Fessler, M.D. 
- as our new associate. 

Nancy Anastasi, M.D. 
Bradley Judge. M.D. 
Kendrick Owlngs, M.D. 
La Sharon Samuels, M.D. 
Lisa Spraguet M.D. 
Amy Benzing, M.D. 
Kathryn Fessler, M.D. 

Wendy Storey, R.N., C.P.N.P 
Patricia Reckling, R.N., C.P.N.P. 
Bryn Gerich, R.N. C.P.N.P. 
Molly Mclntyre, R.N., C.P.N.P. 

8:00 am- 5:00 pm for sick and well visits 
Saturday appointments 

8:00 am-12:00 pm for sick visits only 

Serving the Canton community since 1988 Participating with 
most major HMO's and insurance plans, including BCBS, BCN, 

Care Choices, HAP, M-Care 
As of November 1,2003 accepting PPOM 

www.ihacares.com 

Pediatrics • internal Medicine • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Family Practice 

mailto:jmalis2ewski@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.ihacares.com
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[ Based on the relative failure 
of Michigan's wetland mitiga-
Itiori program, the question 
| must be asked: Is it possible to 
construct an artificial wetland 
that performs the same func-
tions of a natural wetland? 
' Andy Hartz, an environmen-
tal quality analyst with the 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ), 
thinks so. Hartz has issued per-
mits for hundreds of mitigation 
projects. And although he has 
seen many projects he consid-
ers failures, he says some devel-
opers have gone the extra mile 
and created admirable, func-
tioning wetlands. 

There are many variables 
. that separate failures from suc-
cesses, including the amount 
of water a site holds, the vari-
ety of plants it supports and 
how it is maintained by the 
property owner. Hartz, who 
handles permitting and moni-
toring for all of Wayne County 
and northern Macomb County, 
says he look; for several factors 
when determining a site's suc-
cess rate. 

One of the most important 
factors is vegetative cover, such 
as the variety of plants. A good 
site will support native wet-
land plants, such as cattails, 
arrowhead, pickerelweed, wild 
celery, white water lilies and 
shrubs like dogwoods. Hartz 
also looks for the presence of 
non-native, invasive species 
such as purple loosestrife and 
phragmities. 

"Oftentimes, the value of a 
wetland is associated with its 
vegetation. A healthy wetland 
will have a variety of plants. 
However, a lot of these mitiga-
tion sites are just overrun with 
invasives such as purple 
loosestrife, which offer very lit-
tle to wildlife," Hartz said. 

Perhaps the trickiest aspect 
of creating an artificial wet-
land, however, is its hydrology, 
or its water base,. After exam-
ining 159 mitigation sites, the 
DEQ. determined most sites™1 

foiled because of mistakes with 
hydrology. Of the mitigation 
sites the DEQ evaluated, 42 
percent contained excessive 
water, while 32 percent didn't 
have enough water. The quality 
of water is also a factor. 

Because much of Oakland 

I 

Andy Hartz, .an environmental quality analyst with the Department of Environmental Quality, explains how a wetland 
behind Lifetime Fitness, is an open pond, although plans called for very little open water. 

and Wayne counties have 
heavy clay soils, Hartz said 
most developers rely on 
stormwater to create wet-
lands. One example is a near-
ly 20-acre site in Southfield 
on 11 Mile near the American 
Tower, which Hartz said is 
one ofthe most successful 
mitigation sites in Oakland 
County. Constructed by the 
Jonna Co., the site uses treat-
ed stormwater to replenish 
the site. ! 

"TVying to recreate a wetland 
of this size without using 

this site, but other sites often 
fail because of the amount of 
stormwater that is sent to the 
wetland" 

In addition to a diversity of 
vegetation at the American 
Tower site, Hartz said an indi-
cation of its success is the 
amount of wildlife that uses i 
the site, including a number of 
rare migrating birds which 
have been spotted there. 
Another reason he sees it as a 
success is its accessibility to the 
Dublic. There is a boardwalk 
that spans much of the wet-

hie," Hartz said. "But stormw a 
ter is full of oils and grease. 
Untreated stormwater is what 
is killing our steams and every-
thing else. They've done a good 
job treating the stormwater at 

during lunch. 
"We really love this site 

because it is open to the public. 
Most sites are on private prop-
erty. While many sites are 
functional, they don't have the 

tangible benefit — the public 
benefit. These sites can really 
be educational," Hartz said. 

But for every American Tower 
site, there are several mitigation 
sites that are considered failures 

r by the DEQ. One such site is in 
Canton Township, behind 
Lifetime Fitness on Haggerty 
Road. Approximately five acres, 
the site, also constructed by the 
Jonna Co., is essentially an open 
pond that supports very little 
plant diversity. To make matters 

r worse, the site is being mowed 
right to the water's edge, so , 

• there is little or no vegetative 
cover for wildlife. According to 
Hartz, the developer's plans 
called for a variety of native 
"plants and very little open water. 

"There,is a great pond on the 
site, but as a wetland, it leaves 

something to be desired. It is 
not a wetland," Hartz said. 
"And what they do have there, 
they are mowing and weed 
whipping. If we knew we were 
going to get a pond, we 
would've never given them the 
permit to fill wetlands." 

As part of the mitigation 
permit, developers are sup-
posed to monitor a site for five 
years. Hartz said his division 
will work with the owner of the 
Lifetime Fitness site to rectify 

Livonia resident Bill Craig, 
who is the vice-chair of the 
Rouge River Remedial Action 
Plan Advisory Council (RRAC) 
and ah environmental activist, 
is a big critic of filling the few 
wetlands that remain in the 
Rouge River watershed. He 

said natural wetlands play a 
critical role ,in filtering -
stormwater before it can pol-
lute local streams. Although he 
admits he has been impressed; 
by a few of the mitigation sites, 
Craig feels the state needs to • 
get tougher on developers that 
don't comply with state and ' 
federal laws protecting wet-
lands. : • 

"As much as I hate to say it, a 
wetland can be created," Craig 
said. "But it's difficult to create 
exactly what you design, 
because there are so many ' !" 
variables. Just because you ; 

have a duck there, doesn't 
mean you have functional wet-
land. It ends up being the 
amount of will to create what 
you want. Oftentimes, there 
just isn't the will." 

FROM PAGE A1 

According to the results of this inter-
nal survey, which looked at both devel-
oper compliance and the biological 
conditions of the projects, only 18 per-
cent ofthe developers complied with all 
permit conditions, and only half the 
projects contained the required acreage 
of wetlands. More than 40 percent of 
the sites had excessive water, while 
another 32 percent lacked sufficient 
water. One out of seven of the required 
projects were never even built 

Even the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has expressed 
concern about Michigan's program. 
Because wetlands are protected by fed-
eral law, the EPA actually administers 
wetland mitigation programs in every 
state except Michigan and New Jersey. 
Based on complaints from environmen-
talists, the EPA undertook its own 
review of the state's program. The 
agency concluded the state wasn't doing 
nearly enough to protect wetlands. 

U C K OF OVERSIGHT r 

While a finger can be pointed at 
developers for not complying with state 
and federal laws in regards to mitigat-
ing destroyed wetlands, there is much 
blame to go around, including the DEQ 
itself for its inability to enforce the law. 

The DEQ's Mary Vanderlaan, who 
supervises the land and water manage-
ment division in the district that covers 
Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and St. Clair 
counties, said the main problem the 
agency has in making developers com-
ply with the rules is a lack of staffing. 
She said her division is by far the 
busiest division in the DEQ's Livonia 
office, but it has only nine staff mem-
bers to review and issue permits, then 
go out to monitor a site to see if it 
meets compliance or if it has even been 
built In fact, one person administers 
all of Wayne County and northern 
Macomb County, where development is 
occurring at a breakneck pace. 

"One ofthe big problems is there has-
n't been much follow-up oil whether -
the mitigation was built or if they ; 
worked," Vanderlaan said. "Early on in 
the program, the developers knew we 
didn't have the personnel to go out and 
check for compliance, and they took 
advantage of it." 

At nearly 20 acres, the wetland mitigation project near the American Tower in Southfield is considered a successful wetland by the Department of 
Environmental Quality. The site contains an abundance of vegetation and a boardwalk that is open to the public. 

Still, Vanderlaan admits she was sur-
prised by the findings of the DEQ's 
report, which was issued in 2001. "The 
failure rate really surprised me. I ' 
thought there were going to be more 
mitigations not built, rather than built 
and then failed," she said." 

Like many state agencies, the DEQ 
experienced staffing cuts in the last few 
years because of budget problems. 
Vanderlaan is hoping that changes as 
the economy improves. However, , 
according to John Pastor, a state repre-
sentative from Livonia, she better not 
hold her breath. 

A builder and former councilman, 
Pastor decided to run for state office 
during a particularly ugly battle with 
the DEQ over him being able to fill sev-
eral acres of wetlands near the intersec-
tion of Eight Mile and Haggerty in 
Northville Township. The DEQ tried to 
stop him, but after a two-year public 
fight, he has begun construction on the 
site. In return Pastor is creating a 19-
acre wetland in Salem Township. 

After getting elected, Pastor became 
chairman of appropriations for both 
the DEQ and the Department of 
Natural Resources, which means he 
controls their budgets. He said he won't 
support any staff increases until the 

agency begins to treat developers and 
property owners with more respect. , 

"The DEQ makes it so difficult for peo-
ple. From experience, I know all they care 
about is telling people what they can do 
with their property. But they don't own 
the property They are land stewards, not 
landowners," Pastor said. "The people in 
the DEQ say they don't have enough 
staff. I say there's not enough accounta-
bility. There's only so much money to go 
around. Everyone else in stkte govern-
ment is making do with less. It's time 
they do more with less." 

NEW RULES 

Even without new staff, Vanderlaan 
says a number of new rules are begin-
ning to make a difference in the fight to 
save wetlands. The biggest is the DEQ's 

complex mitigation is, they come back 
to us and say they can't afford it. So we 
tell them, 'Don't fill so much wetland,'" 
Vanderlaan said. "You learn tricks in 
negotiation, and learn how to speak 
their language, which is dollars,and 
cents." 1 

Noting the program's failures, many 
communities, including Troy, are 
beginning to get involved with the fight 
to force developers to do a better job 
with the mitigation projects. According 
to Jennifer Lawson, Troy's environmen-

a wet-
land specialist to survey all of the miti-
gated wetlands in the community. She 
said failed wetlands not only affect local 
streams and wildlife, they also impact 
communities. 

ance bonds on the mitigation projects. 

land permits, the DEQ. can draw on the 
bonds to pay for improvements tothe 
mitigated wetlands. She says it's all part of 

developers and asking them to revisit 
some of these sites. Hopefully we can 
work with the developers so they will 
replant dead plants and do some ofthe 
other things they should've done five 

and complexity of wetland mitigation. 
"It's not just going out there, dig 

some holes, and go away. There's a huge 
cost. When they figure out just how 

Lawson 
"Nobody wants to live next to a fail- ' 

ing wetland," she added. "They can be a 
real eyesore. But a successful wetland 
can be a real asset to a neighborhood. 
You have wonderful plants and beauti-
ful colors. They can be quite nice." 

I FILES POLK? 

The Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality 
recently concluded a five-
year study of its wetland 
mitigation program. Wetland 
mitigation projects are the 
artificial wetlands developers' 
must construct when they fi l l 
and destroy natural wetlands. 
For the study, the DEQ looked 
at 159 mitigated wetlands 
constructed between 1987 
and 1998. Most o f the 
projects are located in the 
southern Lower Peninsula. 
The DEQ looked at both 
developer compliance and 
the biological conditions of 
each project 

The^e are some of the ; 

findings: 
• Only 22 percent ofthe : 
mitigation projects were 
determined to be overall 
successful; 
• One in seven projects were 
never even constructed. ^ 
• Only half ofthe sites 
cdntained the required 

• 42 percent had excessive ! 

water. 
• 32 percent of the sites had 
insufficient water. 
• 41 percent of the sites didn't 
contain sufficient top soil to 
facilitate plant growth. ... 
• Only 18 percent of the . , 
developers complied,with all i 
permit conditions. \ 
• Only 26 percent of the : 
projects received any type of i 
follow-up inspection from DEQ ; 
staff after the permit was i 
issued.1 ! 
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the bus and little Casey. The 
[boy's father, Bill McCor<3, could 
tdo nothing more than watch -
;and hope. 
| "Usually Casey observes the 
! rules of staying within a cer-
itain boundary," said McCord, 
"but the time I was caring for 
his sister (1-year-old Maria), 
who fell down, was just what 
Casey needed to get out of 
range. 

"I looked up and saw him 
'shooting toward the road," 
recalled McCord. "He usually 
Stops at the sidewalk, but I 
think he saw the ducks on the 
other side of the road and 
made abeeline. 

"When I yelled, he didn't 
stop, and then X saw him go 
into the road and the bus was 
coming. It was horrifying" 

As Whiteside slammed on 
the brakes, the bus screeched 
toward Casey. 

1 came on the child and 

touched him; knocking him 
• over." she said. "I asked the; 

father not to move the child, 
and the paramedics showed up 
soon afterwards" 

McCord said it was a miracle 
Casey received only a few 
bruises. 

"The bus did bump him, and 
he went sideways and fell to 
the pavement," said McCord. 
"But, he got right up. He has a 
bruise on his cheek, but other 
than that it's amazing he has 
no other soreness or mark on 
his body. 

"I'm tremendously grateful 
and impressed by the action 
and reflexes of that driver," he . 
said. "My feeling is that a cou-
ple of guardian angels latched 
onto that bus, or stepped in 

front of it to slow it down 
unbelievably quickly"" 

"I was so upset; but the 
father brought the child to me 
a couple of times and I 
touched him and said I was 
sorry," said Whiteside. "The 
father told me he was deeply 
sorry, and told me I was a 
hero." 

Whiteside is one of 48 
Plymouth-Canton bus drivers 
who, for the first time this year, 
participated in an advance 
driving course at the Eaton 
Proving Grounds in Marshall, 
Mich. Drivers are taught to 
perform evasive maneuvers, 
control skids and how to stop a 

i or off the road during 

if it was her road training or 
instincts that led to her actions 

"We know that our bus does-
n't stop on a dime because 
there are 30,000 pounds 
behind you," she said. "That's 
why I applied both feet on the 
brakes. If I could, I would have 
jumped out and let the bus hit 
me 

McCord said he's grateful 
Whiteside was driving that 

• M P 

an emergency. 
Whiteside said she's not sure 

1 feel terrible that my prob-
lem became her problem, but 
I'm glad she was the one," said 
McCord. "I don't know how 
many people could do what 
she did... probably one in.a 
million." 

Melvin Latnie, director of 

School dfficials andone frightened father are credited Plymouth-Canton 
Schools bus drivei- Kim Whiteside's actions for saving the life of a 27-month 
old boy. 

transportation for Plymouth- , 
Canton. Schools, said he plans 
on recogriizifig Whiteside for 
her actions. 

"I'm extremely proud of h. 
... she did a fine job," said 
Latnie. "I plan on writing a 1 
ter of commendation." 

j m a k e a 

d i f f e r e n c e 
* On Saturday Oct. 25, 
Canton's Volunteer Program, 
the Goodfellows and the 
Civitans will sponsor two 
events in celebration of this 
year's Make a Difference Day. 

• Your Change Can Make a 
Difference. Check under your 
couch cushions, dig down to 
the bottom of your purse, turn 
your piggy bank upside down 
and shake hard. The Canton 
Goodfellows will be out in 
Heritage Park to collect all of 
your spare change. The money 
collected will help fund the 
Goodferiow's Christmas project, 
which helps hundreds of chil-
dren eachyear.s:No?i-perishat> 
food items and new toys will 

tent with volunteers will be 
there to accept your spare 
change from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

• Kenyon Cemetery Clean-
up: Join the,Civitans and 
Canton Leisure Services' Gregg 
King to clean Kenyon Cemetery 
(located on Gyde Road and 
Ridge Road) from 9 a.m. to 
noon. 

For more information, or to 
sign up for either event, call Pat 
Van Dusen at (734) 394-5193, 
Ext 5193. 

8 • IBITUARY ! 

James E. Williams Sr. 
Services were held for James 

Williams, 90, of Rogers, Ark. 
Mr. Williams was born March 
31,1913, in Detroit and died 
Oct. 10, 2003, in Arkansas. 

He attended Plymouth High 
School and graduated in 1933, 
where he lettered in baseball, 
football, basketball, golf and 
track. His love ofsports con-
tinued'throughout his life. He 
was an avid golfer and bowler 
until well into his 80s. He was 
employed for 45 years at Daisy 
Air Rifle in Plymouth ancLwas 
subsequently transferred by 
Daisy-to Arkansas in 1958. ,, 

"Mr. Williams was preceded in 
death by wife, Gertrude; par-
ents, Homer and, Gratta : 
Williams; daughter, Jacqueline 
K. Williams; brothers, Harold, 
Roy and Elton; and three sis-
ters, Marion, Dorothy and 

Survivors include brothers, 
Robert William Willett of 
Detroit; son, James E. Williams 
of Plymouth; stepson, Ralph 
(Barbara) Tklik of Missouri; 
grandchildren, Janet (Douglas) 
Haddock of Arkansas and 
David Tklik of Missouri; great-
grandchildren, Jacob, „ , 
Elizabeth, Kate, Matthew 
Hadik and Kyler Talik; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews also 
survive. 

THiNKING-ABQUT 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(734)525-1930 
Our 29th Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
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24.99 RELATIVITY ATHLEISURE 
SEPARATES in a variety of t o l o i s . 
Reg. 34.00-40.00 i n i a d i E * m W 8 * . 
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weekend to 

1 O F F GREAT SE 
ES" SUITS, r , . - ?*: 
0-350.00 •. 
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TAKE AN EXTRA 15%OFF 
ENTIRE STOCK OF FINE JEWELRY already reduced 4 0 - 5 0 2 

Valid Friday, October 24 thru Sunday. October 26 only 
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S H O P P I N G PASS 

TAKE AN EXTRA 15%OFF 
.ANY SALE OR CLEARANCE PURCHASE 
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CHARGE IT: Parisian 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1 -800-424-8185 . MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 9 :00 A M TO 10:00 PM CST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 A M TO 7 :00 PM CST. 
M n D i ; u fu iRS- The Vi 11 ana of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. • 

Card M a s t e r e d S K S LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF R O C H E ^ R HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET 
AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN UVOSSA, CORNER OF NEWBURCIH ROAD SIX MILS ROAD. 
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Today there are more options than, ever for students to finance their degrees. N _ 
assume you don't qualify for financial aid. In fact, it's not necessary to be admitted-v 
college or university before you can apply for aid. You can submit the Free App 
for Federal Student" Aid (FAFS A} anytime after January 1, using estimates of in* 
\our tax information is not yet available. Any errors can be corrected later, and in i ~ 
cases. J he FAFS A must be received by March 1 to qualify for state aid. 

In addition to state and federally-sponsored funding, many companies offer 
assistance or reimbursement for employees who attend school part-time. To fin££ 
more, visit the financial aid office of the school yoifi i attending to rr 
out about other grants, scholarships, low-interest loan perative educ* 
programs, payment plans and work-study opportunities that may be available. 

You can also research scholarships in libraries or through scholarship search sen,., 
on the Interne!, and don't forge l take advantage of education tax credits like the I ^ 
Scholarship Credit and the Lifetime Learning Tax Credit. 
Check out these websites to help you with your funding search: 

i 

a 
1. US Department of Educat ion - FAFSA www.fafsa-eci.gov ^ 

Guide to applying for a Free Application for Fee Aid provides^ 
eligibility requirements and guidelines for - io^e eddying 

for federal student loans and aid. 

2. Colleqeboard www.collegeboard.com ^ 
Your inside source for connecting students to college oppotunites and succr 

C. :-c±"t ;;c_ www.edfund.org ^ 
Student financial aid services are a click away with this company specializlr 

helping families, lenders and schools with their finances. 

4. FinAid! www.finaid.org 
Student guide to loans, scholarships, military aid, and other typ< 

assistance. Ask an Aid Advisor for personalized help. 
• 

5 ColleaeNet www.collegenet.com 
Search colleges by state, major and tuition. Find graduate programs, 

financial aid and apply online. 

A Closer Look at Web-Based Learning 
Distance education has certainly evolved over the span of just a few years 

anractive alternative for busy adults balancing hectic work and family schedules, ot 
programs allow students to take courses when and where they can. Courses, cerlifk 
and c\en full degree programs are now available online, and as more and more stuc 
enrol!, the number of traditional "brick and mortar ' institutions offering or 
programs a No continues to rise. According to recent statistics from the United S; 
Department of Education, more than 90 percent of colleges and universities provic 
plan to provide some kind of program through distance learning. 

Overall, online education is a great option for students returning to school 
technology continues to advance, and demand continues to grow, distance learning 
further dexelop it's potential. The most important thing to remember before enrollir 
any program is to carefully research \our options. Just because an online unive 
appears on 'legitimate * sites like Google or Yahoo doesn't mean that the school itsc 
on the up and up. There are plenty of "diploma mills" out there, handing out de« 
worth little more than the paper they're printed on. 

AA / BBA r 
Nor thwood Univers i ty 

A Business Plan For Life 
Work/Life Learning Credit 
Accelerated Classes in Business Management and 
Auto Supply Management' 
Classes beglngingieye$ $ weeks 

Vferrers,Tray,:lLlvonia, Southgate \ 

888.903.0031 . 
www.northwood.edu I uc/centers/ michlgan 

MBA 
os Graduate Sjchool ot 

"We don't want to produce the most MB As... 
Just the best MBA&!" 

Discussion-based learning-environment ... NORTHWOOD UNIVERSITY 

Classes offered in Troy, Lansing, & Midland 
Call for upcoming information sessions 

248.649.8641 
www.northwood.edu/devos 

(DeVos graduate ScfiooC 

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association 

lmi 

A Positive 
Environment 

Where Children 
Learn and 

Grow Together F O R C H I L D R E N 

Preschool 
Prekindert 
Readiness 
From Ages: 
2 - 1 / 2 - 5 years 

OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 11AM - 2 PM 

bet 

W i pur career 

f L e t S c h o o l c r a f t : . Cftalleae' § . 
p r e p a r e y o n f o r m c a r e e r fin: 

• W e b Design 

Computer Graphics Tech 
• " . - ,* s->- .. M-* 

Music 

Recording Technology 

. klUi , 

Also check out our courses in art , 

literature, creative writing, and 

theatre. 

W53m 

A p p l y 

TODAYI 
Small Class Sizes • - ' . • • • 
Outstanding Age-Appropriate Curriculum 
Open Year-Round, Monday - Friday; 7am - 6pm 
Flexible Schedule Available 
Tuition-Based Program 
Trained & Experienced Staff, CPR/First-Aid 
State-Licensed ~ 

St. Mary Academy for Children 
18200 Merriman Road • Livonia, 48152 

( 7 3 4 ) 5 1 3 - 6 4 0 4 

REGISTRATION 
BEGINS 
NOVEMBER 3 

C A L L 7 3 4 « 4 B a - 4 4 a e 

; OP emai l a message to us at: 
admissionB@schoolcraft.cc.mi.U8 

S l I i n o l i T . l l l C o l l e ^ l / 

W 
QE POP 081MI08 0€!>0foeis74« 

http://www.fafsa-eci.gov
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.edfund.org
http://www.finaid.org
http://www.collegenet.com
http://www.northwood.edu
http://www.northwood.edu/devos
mailto:admissionB@schoolcraft.cc.mi.U8
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Continuing Ed Takes Center Stage 
Adult students (ages 25 to 80) are the fastest growing educational demographic, 

according to recent statistics from the census bureau and the United States 
Department of Education. So many adults are returning to college (and enrolling for 
the first time) they won't be known a nueh longer. 

Carving out the time an >gram, even 
with added responsibilities like marriage, children, bills, work, community 
obligations or caring for elderly parents can be a challenge, but it's not impossible. 
Millions of adult s s every year. Their 
reasons vary w' il development in their 

. You've got a big pn sponsibilities at home and 
now, you've got class •: •- ^ . omt 'M - h. You ask yourself, how do 
people do this? Here are f j sy of DePaul University. 

J. Pace yourself. You can't do it all at once, so don't even try. Dedicate blocks of 
time throughout the week to studying. Mark these times in your calendar so they 
become a habit cause stress around exam time. 

2. Create a stu c to study is important for both 
• ^ v hologic. ! 1 n«. ^ • <> ' ire in your study area, you can 

devote your full . . i w i . i v v ' i »«..• ^yof . m..* mderstands this. 

3. Maintain bau"ux » p.,1 '».•? *•: k.* m: yoi. v \ k* \ i •»«o n>r you to 
!s\ :andrene^ n \ .• ;* sr i i . 1 and healthy. 

- ^aiebrate » ^ c . ^ ? . i...; ». :• iu,' . .pter, turn m 
3er. or complete an exam. Include your spouse or kids in the celebration. 

stablish support systems. Being a student is challenging, make sure you're not 
attempting to tackle this new role without support. 

Choose 

Henry Ford Community Col logo 

You'l l l o a m f rom 

OUTSTANDING INSTRUCTORS 

Join m 
Open to all children regard l< 

s \ tV ° f f e r highest quality: 

V Preschool classes 
N | r ¥ Kindergarten 

1 V Child care 
1 ¥ Summer programs 
I W Elementary/Middle school 
* (DHMC) 

for family funS 
5ss of race, color, national, or ethnic origin. 

Tuesday, October 28 
5:30-7 p.m. • 

Livonia - -
Montessori Center 

32765 Lyndon -
Livonia 

(734) 427-8255 

Sunday, November 2 
1-3 p.m. 

:..... / v -
Dearborn Heights 
Montessori Center 

466 N . John Daly 1 

Dearborn Heights 
(313) 359-3000 

Sunday, November 16 
1-3 p.m. 

. r 
Plymouth-Canton • 
Montessori School 
• 45245 Joy Road 

Canton 
(734) 459-1550 

who rt-;icli in 

SMALL CLASSES 

i n n i o i v l i m n 1 0 0 p r o g r a m s 

i n c k u l i i i g : 

° Business & Economics 
3 E n g l i s h 

• Fine Arts & Fitness 

• Health Careers 

• Mathematics 

• Nursing 

• Science 

• Social Science 

• Trade & Apprentice 

• Technology 

Your Best Choice. Guaranteed! 

1-800-585-HFCC w w w . h f c c . e d u enro l l <• h f cc .cd i 

MADONNA UNIVERSITY 
More than 50 career-oriented undergraduate 
majors and 22 master's degree programs 

Technology enhanced learning, online, weekend 

and telecourses 

International study & service learning opportunities 

Nine sports programs for men and women 

Financial aid & scholarships 

VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE • SATURDJ MBER8 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. • Take 5 Lounge 

(134) 432-5331 • www.madonna.edu • muinfo@madonna.edu 

M A D O N N A 

UNIVERSITY 
36600 Schoolcraft Road • Livonia, Ml 48150 • I-96 & Levan 

Equal Opportunity Educator 10/03 

http://www.hfcc.edu
http://www.madonna.edu
mailto:muinfo@madonna.edu
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Founder of Cauntiy Day Women's Issues Club r * 

- Majoring in-Theoretical Math at MIT 

' Loves classic movies from the '50s 

Sings opera in the shower 

H i 
1 w a i 

Music for Young Children 

V 
f 1 

EXPLORE THE 

• • • 

— 
§ : ( . 1 

Music for Young Children is a special learning 
experience for you and your child* In MYC, children in the 

same age group meet in a fun environment Through 
keyboard, singing and rhythm ensembles, the children are 

introduced to important musical concepts. Parents 
participate in class and reinforce the concepts at home. MYC 
is a nationally-recognized program that prepares students for 

more advanced piano study, -

REGISTER NOW FOR 
FALL AND WINTER CLASSES 

Ages 2-10 .. 

Bloomfield Hills 
(248 ) 594-141.4.'-. 

•Ask for Miss Irene 
M - U - S I C 

•.iU-

Livonia 
(734) ; 427-0.040 

*Ask for Miss Becki 

what' syour ONLINE MASTER'S DEGREE PROGRAM* , 

> Business Administration ; 

ONLINE BACHELORS DEGREE PROGRAMS" 

> Information Systems Security 

> Technical Project Management 

ASSOCIATES DEGREE PROGRAMS 

> Computer Drafting and Design 

> Computer and Electronics Engineering Technology 

> Information Technology 

>> Computer Network Systems p 

»Multimedia ' \ r ; 

» Software Applications and Programming 

» Web Development 

* Offered through the.ITTTechnical Institute in Indianapolis, IN. 
(IN AC-0148, OH R£C. No. 0MM614T) 

Financial aid is available for those who qualify. 

ITT Technical Institute 
I I I 

www.itt-tech.edu 
1522 E. BIG BEAVER ROAD - TROY, Ml 48083 • : 24S.524;18O0 

1905 S. HAGGERTY ROAD • CANTON, M l 4818 734,397.7800 

http://www.itt-tech.edu
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Canton man follows FULLS 

long list of those 
who defied the Falls 

that said, "If you're looking for 
information about Kirk Jones we 
can say that he is in good condi-
tion. No other information is 

Canton's Kirk Jones follows a 
hearty group of men and 
women who have tried to beat 
Mother Nature by going over 
Niagara Falls in the past centu-
ry. Some, like Jones, were suc-
cessful, others met their fate. 
Many have sought fame. 
Others simply wanted to defy 
the seeming unbeatable odds. 
What follows is a glimpse of 
those who gave.it a try. 

S1901 - Annie Taylor -
Survived. The Bay City, Mich., 
teacher holds the distinction of 
being the first person to go 
over Niagara Falls in a barrel. 

n 1911 - Bobby Leach -
Survived. A native of Cornwall, 
England, Leach survived a 
plunge over the Horseshoe 
Falls in a cylindrical steel bar-
rel. He spent six months in the 
hospital for injuries. 

• 1920 - Charles Stephens -
Died. The barber from Bristol, 
England, died when he went 
over the Falls in a barrel. All 
that was left was his right arm. 
The rest ofhis body and an 
anvil tied to the barrel sank to 
the bottom ofthe river. 

• 1928 - Jean Lussier -
Survived. A Niagara Falls, N.Y., 
resident, Lussier made the suc-
cessful trip in a six-foot rubber 

recovered the next day. 
• Nathan Boya -1961 -

Survived. He floated down 
Niagara River in a dark, rubber 
ball and over the falls,to be 
later retrieved by Maid of the 
Mist employees. He was the 
first person charged and con-
victed under the Niagara Parks 

Callers were referred to the 

Police, who had no comment 
other than a press release. 

"As a result of a joint investiga-
tion between the Niagara Parte 
Police Service and the Niagara 

- George Stathakis -
Died. 

The Buffalo, N.Y., chef went 
over in a large, wooden barrel. 
He was trapped for almost 18 
hours when his barrel was 
caught behind one ofthe falls. 
When the barrel broke loose, 
Stathakis was found dead of 
suffocation. His pet turtle, that 
was along for the ride, sur-
vived. 

• 1951 - William "Red" Hill 
Jr. - Died. He rode over the 
falls in a contraption of inner 
tubes held together with fish 
net and canvas straps. 

Police made no attempt to 
stop him. 

He was towed out into 
Niagara River, only to be lost in 
the swift current and down to 
the boiling water at the base of 
the Falls. His body • 

• 1984 - Karel Soucek -
Survived. He went over in a 
barrel with fiberglass moldings 
at either end and insulated 
with liquid foam. He also had a 
snorkel and eye holes to look 
out during his 3.2-second trip. 
He was trapped in his barrel 
and after 45 minutes was res-
cued and fined. 

• 1985 - Steve TYotter -
Survived. This Rhode Island 
22-year-old first went over in a 
contraption ofbarrels and 
inner tubes. He is the youngest 
man to survive the fall. In 
1995, he teamed up with Lori 
Martin, then 29, for the first 
co-ed ride over the Falls. Their 
barrel got stuck in a rock 
crevice and both were rescued. 

• 1985 - John David 
Munday - Survived. His first 
attempt was stopped by police. 
Two months later he tried 
again and succeeded in a steel 
barrel. 

Again he tried in 1990 and 
his barrel was stranded on low 
water. 

In 1993, he went over the 
Falls in a steel barrel, making 
his the first person to go over 
the Falls twice. 

• -1989 - Peter Debarnardi 
and Geoffrey Petkovich -
Survived. Went over the Falls 
in the same barrel. Both were 
charged under the Niagara 
Parks Act. 1 

• -1990 - Jesse W. Sharp -
Died. A Tennessee bachelor 
went over in a kayak. His body 
was never recovered. 

• 1995 - Robert Overacker -
Died. A California man who 
went-over on a single jet ski. 
His rocket-propelled parachute 
failed to open. His body was 
recovered by Maid ofthe Mist 
staff. 

will be laid to include Mischief 
under the Criminal Code of 
Canada and Unlawfully 
Performing Stunt Within the 
Parks under the Niagara Parks 
Act," it read. "Unlawfully per-
forming a stunt contrary to the 
Niagara Parks Act carries a fine 
to a maximum of $10,000." 

The charges were filed 
Wednesday. 

A bail hearing will be held with 
a court date yet to be determined. 

BEATING THE FALLS 

"About a month ago, he got it 
into his head that he could defeat 
the Ms,* Keith said this week. "I 
flunk it is not the wisest thing he 
ever tried to do." 

He said his brother went to the 
falls about a month ago and 
found a spot that he thought 
would be the safest to go over. 

"He bought a used video cam-
era and the whole bit," Keith said. 
"He planned to live. He didn't 
intend to die. He said, I'm gonna 
give you a percentage of this.' He 
knew if he made it he'd be the 
only one." 

A friend of Kirk's, Bob 
Krueger, accompanied him on 
the trip and videotaped the 
action That tape has been confis-
cated by Canadian authorities. 

While television crews set up 
shop I\iesday afternoon at the 
Canton home occupied by the 
two brothers, friends and neigh-
bors dropped by to see what was 
going on. 

Kate Erwin of Canton, a friend 
„ ofboth Kirk and Keith, stopped 
by while the cameras were 
rolling, 

"What's going on?" she asked 
Keith. 

When he told her, she 
shrieked. 

"I don't believe he did it," she 
said. "I heard on the news about 
the guy going over Niagara Falls, 

CANTON mosquST 
OPEN HOUSE 

Tour the mosque and learn aboiit Islam and Muslims. 

Enjoy Complimentary Cuisine of the Muslim World. 

Listen to the stories of MusliiwConverts. ; 

1| Explore an Islamic Art Exhibit. 

2 WHEN: ; : 

Saturday Oct. 25, 2003 from 12pm to 4:30pm 
WHERE: • ' ' ' 
Canton Mosque, 40440 Palmer Rd. . 
(Located on the Corner of Palmer and U t z ) 

For Mora Information, pleas® contact : . 
(734) 340*3388 or opanhoo38@moivs.org 

Presented by The Muslim Community of ttfestem Suburbs, PCEP-Musiim Students Association, 
and Young Muslims for Faith and Action. 

CORNER OF FORD 
NAPIER H0S. 

2 MlhES~WBST OF 

Monday-Friday 3 pm-7 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 11 am- 7 pm 

Weather Permitting 

but I didn't know it was liis 
brother. I've known these guys 
for years. I just saw the TV trucks 
and stopped to see what was 
happening." 

Keith, meanwhile, was fielding 
telephone calls from the Fox 
National Network, CBS and 
Inside Edition, all wanting inter-
views. On Wednesday morning, 
he was in New York for The 
Today Show. 

Winkelmann, whom Keith 
asked to house-sit for him while 
he was away, said he called her 

The Horseshoe Falls at Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada where Canton resident * 
Kirk Jones survived a ride over the 170-foot waterfall Monday. " f 

the incident 
"I didn't believe him," she said. 

"Then I heard it on the news and 
I called him back and said, 
You're for real."' 

She said Kirk was just a non-
chalant, jovial "good guy." 

"He'd had some rough times," 
she said. "No job. No wife," 

Is he a good swimmer? 
"Not particularly' 

Winkelmann said. "But he's a 
good eater. Both of them are." 

'CALM AS HECK' 

Winkelmann said she had 
known the family for about six 

years. Kirk graduated from 
Plymouth Canton High School. 
He and Keith, neither of whom is 
married, had lived with their par-
ents, Raymond, 80, and Doris, 
79, until Raymond retired and 
the parents moved to Oregon 
about a month ago. 

Raymond owned GCS, Greater 
Car Services, which he started in 
Wixom but had been operating 
out ofhis home recently. The 
company made electronic meas-
uring instruments, according to 
Keith. Kirk worked as a salesman 
for the company before his father 
closed it and moral out of state. 

Kirk had been out of work 
since then, Keith said. 

He said Kirk left the house 

• Sunday and he didn't know \ 
where he was. • 

"I wondered if he was dead," he * 
said. "Then he called me and said \ : 
he did i t He said he last a shoe 1 
and bruised a rib, but that was it « 
He should have been more wor- ; 
ried about dying. 

"He was (aim as heck. He said 
the water wasn't as cold as he 
thought it would be. But he said i 
it was a long way down. The last ) 
thing he told me was,'Call j 
Channel 7.'" • 

Winkelmann said she was 
mystified by the stunt * 

"The dumb people are the < 
smartest," she said. "You've got to > 
be dumb to jump off that thing, * 
but smart to survive." 1 

• MAIU-Ol IS NUl lM I t l MAlMiOl IS N U K S I R Y MAKCOLIS NUKSF. 

FREE PERENNIALS! 
Bay 1 Get 1 Free • All Perennials and Grasses 

ALL SHRUBS 
W i t h o u t G c a r - r i ' . s s 

(25^ sfl V/'TH Grantee) 

3 0 % o f f 
ALL TREES 
Without Guarantee 

(15% off WITH Guarantee) 
x A T 7 1 

i l l •• 

A l l ORNAMENTAL 
TREES 

Without Guarantee (20% off WITH Guarantee) 

Delivery and 
Installation 
Available! 

rv M A R G O L I S - £ $ • 
NURSERY, INC. m Man. - Sat. 8-6, 

Closed Sunday . 

• M Vil l iOI | « K l . ' n s i K> IS N l ' I ' M II* 

oteman's 

> V -
• : *' ' 

• • • • 

V ; -

FORD ROAD 

CHERRY HILL 

Did you know? 

More choose auto insurance through AAA 
bemuse a friend recommended it. 

That's right. With auto insurance through AAA, you get service that's so satisfying it'll 

be no surprise that most of our insurance customers come to AAA because someone 

they know recommended us. Plus, you can choose the coverage that's right for you and 

your budget with the help of your local AAA agent — a friendly face in your 

neighborhood that can take care of all your insurance needs.. But with AAA you don't 

just get excellent customer service, you also get multiproduct discounts and superior 

claim service. That means when you call AAA with a claim, you talk to a real person, 

no matter what time of day or night it is. For your FREE, no-obligation insurance quote, 

get in touch with your local AAA agent. 

Plymouth 
1472 Sheldon Rd. 
(734) 451-4501 

mr 
Insurance 

Insurance underwritten by Auto Club Insurance Association family of companies. 

mailto:opanhoo38@moivs.org
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EDITORIALS • LETTERS • COLUMNS 

OUR VIEWS 

Speak out, it's 
your duty, right 

Residents who voice their opinion to township officials 
don't like to be called complainers. A resident in the past 
week following the Canton Township Board of Trustees' 
approval of a new Lowe's made that perfectly - and right-
ly - clear to the Canton Observer staff. In response, our 
staff urged residents to continue voicing their opinions, 
even when it seems no one is listening. 

For three years, the proposed development of a Lowe's 
was delayed due to concerns from nearby residents who 
were worried about traffic problems, landscape buffering 
and having a huge store in their back yards. 

Over, the three years, the project has grown by six acres 
with an internal road between Morton Taylor and 
Sheldon and three points of access to Ford Road. It also 
now includes a portion of Harvard Square Shopping 
Center, as well as buffering for Carriage Hills subdivision 
residents north of the project. 

Residents were at the board meeting a week ago when 
the project was considered for final approval. None 
spoke. Perhaps they felt there was little to add or what 
they had to add would not move mountains. 

What is significant is that complaints and concerns 
f rom res idents ha l ted the pro jec t for t h ree years. 
Residents likely still don't want a "big box" store in their 
back yard. Yet residents obviously had an impact with 
this development. And that's the key. The planning com-
mission did listen. You can be certain that information 
was transmitted back to the elected body. 

In the end, however, it is the elected body, the township 
board of trustees, that makes the final decision. The plan-
ning commission is only an advisory board of members 
appointed by the township board. Unfortunately, by the 
time an issue reaches the elected officials, it appears most 
residents feel they have had their say and there's no need 
to let the elected members hear it in person. 

Simply not true. That's what these elected officials are 
there for. Maybe you can change their mind. Maybe you 
can't. Residents have every right and should be encour-
aged to speak their minds and take their continuing con-
cerns to the township board. 

Don't let appointed or elected officials off the hook. Ask 
them questions, demand answers and by all means, offer 
your opinion. Time and again, if necessary. 

State agency does poor job 
of protecting our wetlands ; 
« The state of Michigan has allowed the destruction of 
thousands of acres of natural wetlands under a 20-year 
program which has proven to be a failure. 

Not only hasn't the so-called Wetland Mitigation pro-
gram worked, but the state department charged with 
overseeing it has known about the problems for years. 

Yet developers continue to be allowed to fill in natural 
wetlands under the flawed theory that they can be "mitigat-
ed," or replaced, in another area with man-made wetlands. 

Why has this been allowed to happen? According to 
officials with the state Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ), they simply don't have the manpower or 
resources to monitor the artificial wetlands or even 
ensure the developers follow through with their end of 
the bargain. 

As a result, communities throughout the state continue 
to lose their natural wetlands, which serve as ,a break 
from our concrete jungles, provide habitat for a variety of 
wildlife and act as natural filters for storm water. 

In 1997, the DEQ initiated a study of 159 mitigation 
sites. The findings, which took about five years to com-
plete, found that of the sites only 22 percent were consid-
ered "successful" wetlands. In addition, the report found 
that only 18 percent of those sites complied with all permit 
conditions, and only half contained the required acreage 
of wetlands called for in the mitigation agreements. 

Mary Vanderlaan, who supervises the land and water 
management division in the district that covers Oakland 
and western Wayne counties, said even she was "sur-
prised" at the failure rate. 

"One of the big problems is there hasn't been much fol-
low-up on whether the mitigation was built or not," 
Vanderlaan told a reporter studying the issue. "Early on 
in the program, the developers knew we didn't have the 
personnel to go out and check for compliance, and they 
took advantage of it." 

Vanderlaan said her department is now trying a variety 
of ways to shore up the program, including requiring 
developers to post performance bonds to ensure wetlands 
are mitigated. But with further state budget cuts looming, 
it is questionable whether the DEQ will be able to enforce 
whatever stronger measures are put in place. 
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Congratulations go to Joe Jagodzinski who recently received his Purple Heart medal, after waiting for it for more than 50 years. His grandson made the 
'congrats' sign for him. 

Shame on Observer 
I live north ofthe proposed Lowe's site 

and take exception to your front page 
headline, "Complainers are a no-show at 
Lowe's board approval" My neighbors 
and I came forward and voiced our con-
cerns about the project at the planning 
commission meetings. Why would your 
paper show its reporting bias by referring 
to us as "complainers"? Aren't you sup-
posed to be a bastion of free speech? Yet 
your reporter sought to depreciate and 
trivialize our concerns and the right to 
voice them by the use of the word "com-
plainers." Are you seeking to discourage 
opposing points of view by ridiculing 
them on your front page? Shame on you. 

Mike Gresock 

Canton 

Wonderful people 
During the 2002 Canton Goodfellow 

Christmas Program, we identified a 
Canton family with some major needs. A 
young mother of four boys has a terminal 
disease and is on a transplant waiting list 
at the University of Michigan Hospital. 
She and her children are cared for by her 
mother who has heart and lung prob-
lems. Money is in very short supply and 

to 

ease. Last month, the family received 
eviction notice from their park manage-
ment because of wind damage to their 
home last spring. Roof repairs, skirting 
and shed replacement were beyond the 
minimal budget this family lives on. 

But we are blessed to have some won-
derful, generous, caring people in Canton 
who jumped in to help without question. 
Tom Adamusik of Regal Construction 
repaired the roof for free. The Canton 
Firefighters Charity paid for the home 
skirting replacement. The Canton Lions 
Club donated the money for a new shed 
that my husband, John, assembled on 
their old shed slab. 

Thanks to all of these wonderful peo-
ple, this family is now safe and secure in 
their home. There are so many people in 
Canton who are always ready to help 
those in need when we ask. I can't 
you all enough for your generosity and 
support. 

May God bless you in all you do. 
Nancy Spencer 

president, Canton Goodfel lows 

Less hometown 
It seems from many years of being a 

reader of the Observer, that the Canton 
edition is less about "hometown" and 
more about Wayne County and achieving 
economies of scale in newspaper produc-
tion. I encourage the Canton Observer to 
consider looking at sports within our own 
Canton community in a broader context. 

Repeatedly when I get the Observer, I 
find the sports section includes filler on 
sports in other western Wayne cities and 
townships, and at times Oakland County 
athletics. This choice in coverage is at the 
expense of local athletes. A key example 

LETTERS 
is the Observer & Eccentric's failure to 
cover high school athletics at the fresh-
man and junior varsity levels, with the 
exception of recent Plymouth High 
School junior varsity coverage. 

While I may read for weeks in a row 
about community league baseball tryouts, 
I have never read a single article about 
Canton's youth once they reach their 
freshman and sophomore years and are 
playing high school sports, with the noted 
exception above. I simply don't under-
stand the glaring oversight. There are 
some pretty awesome happenings in 
athletic arena that celebrate the love of 
sports, commitment to team and educa-

This oversight has bothered me for 
' some time but even more so now that my 
son has moved away from community 
athletics and into high school. There is 
still much to celebrate but by reading our 
"hometown" newspaper, one would never 
know it. 

The Canton High School freshman 
football squad is undefeated in eight 
games, most recently beating the 
Plymouth High freshman squad who 
were 6-1 going into last night's game. 
This was an emotionally charged game 
for both teams. The Canton freshmen 

given up an average of only six 
per game and have scored an aver-

age of 30 points per game. l a m sure 
there are many other freshman and jun-
ior varsity successes among Canton, 
Salem and Plymouth to be written about 
in our "hometown" newspaper that would 
entice readers to purchase the Observer if 
only Observer writers would reach out to 
the high schools to learn about these 
events. 

As the immediate past president ofthe 
Canton Lions Junior Football Club, I and 
Club parents appreciated the weekly cov-
erage of each of our squad games. Parents 
volunteered weekly to provide game 
information to a parent who in turn sub-
mitted the game information to the 
Canton Observer for publication. May I 
propose that the Canton Observer reach 
out to the high school athletic directors to 
develop an arrangement between the 
newspaper and the high schools that 
would improve the scope and coverage of 
the Observer's "hometown" sports. Thank 
you for considering my thoughts. 

Mary Ellen Gies 

Canton 

Thought-provoking 
I wish to thank Neil Goodbred for 

sharing his many letters of opinion 
through the Observer & Eccentric. Of 
those I have read, I have found them to 
be thought- provoking, intelligent obser-
vations borne of lifelong education, expe-
rience and plain old-fashioned common 
sense. 

His opinions do, indeed, reflect the 
views and concerns of a major portion of 
our community, and it is beneath human 
dignity for one (Ed McCarthy) to con-
temptuously dismiss an opposing view as 
"tripe" from a "wolf in sheep's clothing." 

In regard to the economics of social-

programs, I am reminded of a Scots 
historian, Professor Alexander Tyler, who 
in 1797 wrote: 

"A democracy cannot exist as a perma-
nent form of government. It can only 
exist until the voters discover that they 
can vote themselves largesse (generous 
gifts) from the public treasury. 

"From that moment on the majority 
always votes for the candidates promising 
the most benefits from the public treas-
ury, with the result that a democracy 
always collapses over loose fiscal policy, 
(which is) always followed by a dictator-
ship. 

"The average age of the world's greatest 
civilizations has been 200 years. These ") 
nations have progressed through this 
sequence: From bondage to spiritual 
faith; from spiritual faith to great >; 
courage; from courage to liberty; from } 
liberty to abundance; from abundance to ; 
complacency; from complacency to apa- i 
thy; from apathy to dependence; from i 
dependence back into bondage." \ 

Gives one pause to ponder, doesn't it! ; 
Betty Klein; 

Westland; 

No better with Bush \ 
It appears the "good ol' boy" persona that • 

Bush has perfected is slipping. His anger ! 
was displayed on the way to his campaign ; 
helicopter when he vented against the no ? 
weapons of mass destruction report. It did-: 
n't help that Prime Minister Blair repeated ? 
this same statement I 

He should take the time to address our ] 
troops being killed and maimed everyday, 
The poverty rate is going up for the sec- -
ond year, job losses, CIA leaks, the 
Middle East crisis, and the tax and spend / 
policies that have turned our states into ; 
whimpering beggars for the funds they ij 
need to keep running. i 

Instead we get the talking heads on TV : 
to tell us what we are not seeing through ; 
their rose-colored glasses. All we have to do 
is wait for him to be elected again. Are we :« 
better off now than we were before the •! 
2000 election? Hello, is anybody out there?; 

Toweli-

Waterford-I 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS ' ! 
We we lcome your let ters to t he editor. Please ? 
include your name, address and phone number i. 
fo r ver i f i ca t ion . We ask t ha t your let ters be 4 0 0 ;• 
words o r less. We may edi t fo r c lar i ty, space and •' 
con ten t . \ 

Mail: ;; 
Letters to t he ed i to r ' • - \ 
Canton Observer ' , 
794 South Main -
P lymouth, Ml 48170 ' •: 

(734)459-4224 

E-mail: 
jmal iszewski@oe.homecomm.net 

/ , QUOTABLE 
"Fortunately or unfortunately the growth is helping us 

from the state and kids we money now. That's a very crass statement, but every student is worth a foundation grant to 
each of oor school districts." 
- Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Superintendent Jim Ryan 

mailto:jmaliszewski@oe.homecomm.net
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State's budget woes need 
more than just a quick fix 

Power 

Like far-off thunder before a storm, rumors of 
big-time state budget troubles have been 
rumbling through Lansing for some months 

now. Some said the revenue shortfall could be up 
to $500 million, others feared it would be more. 
Most agreed the economic recovery that under-
pinned hopes for a balanced budget just wasn't 
happening. 
; But almost nobody expected such a bleak out-

come from last week's emergency revenue esti-
mating meeting between the state treasurer and 
the heads ofthe House and Senate fiscal agen-
cies. The consensus revenue estimate came out 
' $898 million below the projec-

tions made only five months 
ago. As a result, the state 
expects to take in only $7-88 
billion in general fund revenues 
for the fiscal year that began 
Oct. 1. That's $200 million less 
than was collected 10 years ago, 
during which period inflation 
has increased the cost of goods 
and services by more than 25 
percent. 

The result? Enormous budget 
deficits for this fiscal year. Best 
estimate is that the shortfall in 

the general fund will be $570 million. The School 
Aid Fund, which pays for K-12 education, will be 
around $350 million short. 

Politics and politicians being what they are, 
cries of "Woe is us" were closely followed by lists 
of possible cuts. The $6,700 per-pupil base fund-
ing grant for K-12 schools — preserved 
unchanged over the past three years — is now 
firmly on the table. Higher education, having 
been cut by $109 million in last year's budget bal-
ancing exercise, will probably take another hit, if 
only because the $1.6 billion the state spends on 
colleges and universities is such a large part of 
the discretionary general fund. Revenue sharing 
for cities, counties and townships is obviously 
"low-hanging fruit," as Oakland County Executive 
L. Brooks Patterson often says. 

The list goes on and on. 
Unfortunately, much of the low-hanging fruit 

has already been plucked. Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm and the Legislature found $350 mil-
lion or so to balance last year's budget deficit by a 
combination of better property tax enforcement, 
license fee increases and bad-driving penalties, 
not even counting the (as yet unresolved) cute in 
state employee pay and benefits. According to 
Tom Clay, the respected state budget analyst for 
the nonpartisan Citizens Research Council, it will 
be hard to squeeze much more money out of sim-
ilar nips and tucks. 

There will be plenty of time to discuss the 
details. Granholm is going back on the road to 
listen to what citizens, say needs to be done, and 

House Appropriations Committee Chairman 
Marc Shulman (R-West Bloomfield) plans to take 
his committee on a similar tour. 

Before arguing over specifics, I'd suggest our 
state's leaders consider a few more general points: 

1) This crisis is not confined to this year's budg-
et. It is yet another instance of a state budgetary 
situation that has been in chronic structural 
imbalance for years. Citizens Research Council 
expert Clay says it's the result of "Michigan trying 
to operate a set of programs that increase in cost 
faster than growth in the revenue base." Medicaid 
payments, for example, are at $2.3 billion per 
year and are growing at double-digit rates, 
despite frenzied efforts to cut state payments to 
doctors and hospitals. Any attempt to fix the cur-
rent deficit that ignores our chronic structural 
budget imbalance is simply shortsighted. 

2) At the same time, there are serious defects 
in the overall architecture of the state tax system. 
The 6-percent state sales tax, for example, is 
levied on goods, but not services. When you con-
sider that you pay sales tax on a winter coat, but 
not on greens fees for your last golf game of the 
fall, you've got to wonder whether that distinc-
tion makes much sense. Moreover, the state's 
largest tax on business activities — the Single 
Business Tkx that nets around $2 billion in rev-
enue — is just strange. Essentially a tax on pay-
roll (we tax payroll when we're trying to increase 
employment?), the tax is complex, difficult to 
compute and administer, and stands out like a 
sore thumb when Michigan's business tax struc-
ture is compared with other competing states. 

3) In a crisis, it's wise to get the fundamentals 
right. Michigan is in competition with not only 
other states in the Midwest, but those throughout 
the country and, indeed, all over the world. That 
means that we need to make sure to sustain our 
core competitive advantages: Our education sys-
tem (which means early childhood and K-12 
schools), our university system and the research 
and technology transfer potential it sustains, and 
the high quality of life here in Michigan. 

Left to its own devices, I'd guess the political 
system would probably try to solve the crisis by 
budget cuts alone, piecemeal and without much 
strategic logic. This may be possible, but if 
Michigan folks really wanted to live in 
Mississippi at a Mississippi level of state services, 
they probably would have moved there by now. 

Worse, ignoring the underlying problems calls 
to mind former General Motors CEO Roger 
Smith's adage that, "If we keep doing what we've 
always done, we're going to keep getting what 
we've always got." 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company 
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your 
reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppow-
er@homecomm.net. 

Spelling bee hats are off to 
Salem student Kavan Desai 
My team, Init2winit, sponsored by the 

Canton Chamber of Commerce; was 
making its way through the second 

round. We had done fine with hopes of enter-
ing the third and final round of the 

. Community Literacy Council's annual 
Spelling Bee last week. 

The next word thrown at my three-mem-
ber team that also included chamber mem-
bers Dr. Tom Cassidy and Colin Campbell, 
was e-f-f-l-o-r-e-s-c-e-n-c-e. Following the 
Spelling Bee rules, I said the word first. Then 
I started on the road to spelling it completely, 

and I had hoped, correctly. 
With each word we were 

asked to spell, I tried to pic-
ture it in my mind. As a 
writer, I guess I do that. 
Even when someone is 
talking I can see their 
words spelled across the 
computer screen in my 

Joanne 

Maliszewski 

student named Kavan Desai, 

As simple as a spelling bee may appear to 

be, it can and was nerve-wracking. The 

pressure is on. People are looking at you. 

They are waiting to see if you spell 

correctly or misspell, it can be 

embarrassing. 

E-f-f-l-o-r-e-s-c-e-n-c-e 
got me. I couldn't picture it. 
That didn't stop me. I start-
ed spelling it. Wrong! And 
out of the competition we 

went. Two teams were left, Spellbinders from 
the Community Federal Credit Union, which 
finally won the annual bee, and Library Links 
from the Friends of the Canton Public 
Library. I was totally impressed with both 
teams. What great spellers! 

I have decided that prior to next year's 
Spelling Bee, I have to read the entire dic-
tionary or learn patience. No doubt either or 
both efforts would serve me well. 

With all deserved kudos going to the 
Spellbinders, there is yet another team who 
must be mentioned from that evening of com-
petition. A young man, a Salem High School 

• took the 

Colin Campbell (from left) Or. Tom Cassidy and Joanne 
Maliszewski of the InitZwinit team from the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce get ready to start the commu-
nity Spelling Bee. 

evening away with his strength of character, 
perseverance and tenacity. 

His two teammates didn't show up at the 
competition. It appeared he had expected 
their arrival and as the competition began, 
must have been disappointed to realize he 
had been left in the lurch. 

He nonetheless carried on, making his way 
- all done - through much of the second 
round. Kavan did such a good job and clearly , 
all in attendance admired the young man that 
he got just as many cheers as the teams who 
brought their own cheering squads. 

In the end, it wasn't a misspelled word that , 
got Kavan. He, like me, wanted to get the word 
spelled, and move on, and neglected to follow . 
one of the rules of the game which was not 
repeating what you had already started to spell. 

As simple as a spelling bee may appear to 
be, it can and was nerve-wracking. The pres-
sure is on. People are looking at you. They are 
waiting to see if you spell correctly or mis-
spell. It can be embarrassing. 

Knowing those feelings, I have to admire 
Kavan. Undoubtedly, he must have felt the 
same pressures and there he was, incredibly ' 
younger and all alone in his effort to win the 1 

spelling bee. His loss was disappointing to all. 
You just had to root for this kid. 

He is well on his way to becoming a man of1 

great character. Not once did he show any ? 
signs of anger or resentment that his team- i 
mates had left him alone. Just think how 
many adults in that same position would have: 
quit the moment they realized they were the ? 
sole member of a team who is being put in the 
spotlight and asked to spell words in a very : 

public way. 
Our hats are off to Kavan. He proved what , 

kind of a young man he really is. His strength ( 

of character and determination will only 
serve him well in his future. 
-

Joanne Maliszewski is editor of the Canton Observer. 
She may be reached at (734) 459-2700 or at jmaiiszews-
ki@oe.homecomm.net. 
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VIST YOUR METRO DETROIT 
UNCOIN MERCURY DEALERS, 

For latest offers go to 
LMApbn.com 

PLYMOUTH 

Hines Park 
40601 Ann Arbor Rd. 

o l 1 - 2 7 5 

(734) 453-2424 
hinespork lm.com 

A N N ARBOR 

Sesi 
2100 W. Stadium Blvd. 

e l Li h e r If 

{734} 668-6100 

sesilm.com 

ROCHESTER HILLS 

Crissman 
1185 South Rochester R 

8 e h » e s n H o m f i f t & A v o n Rd 

(248} 652-4200 
cr issmonlm.com 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 

Stu Evans Lakeside 
17500 Hail Rd. 

o l R o m e o Pfanl t 

(586} 840-2000 
stuevoni la l te i ida.com 

ROSEVILLE 

Bob Maxey 
29000 Gratiot 

a* 12 M i f # Rd. 

(586) 552-6000 
bobmaxeyln i .com 

DEARBORN 

Jack Demmer 
21531 Michigan Ave. 

B«tw««n S o u t h f i d d & T s l e g r o p h 

(313} 274-8800 

SOUTHFIELD 

Star 
24350 West 12 Mile 

of Te legraph 

(248} 354-4900 
starlm.com 

OETROIT 

Bob Maxey 
16901 Mack Ave. 

a l C o d i s u » 

{313} 885-4000 

bobmaxeylm.com 

SOUTHGATE 

Southgate 
16800 Fort Street 

a ! P s n n j y i v a n l a 

(734} 285-8800 
soulHgatel incolnmercury.com 

DETROIT 

Park Motor 
18100 Woodward Ave. 

(313) 869-5000 
parkmotorslm.com 

STERLING HEIGHTS 

Crest 
36200 Van Dyke 

o i 1 5 '/i M i l e 8d> 

(586) 939-6000 
cresl l inemerc.com 

GARDEN CITY 

Stu Evans Garden City 
32000 Ford Rd. 
J u i l W « i ! o l M t f f i m o n 

(734) 425-4300 
sloevansgordencity.com 

TROY 

Bob Borst 
1950 West Maple 

Trey M o t o r Mol l 

(248) 643-6600 
bors i lm.com 

NOV! 

Varsity 
49251 Grand River 
1-96 a t W i x o m Bd. (Exit 1 5 9 ] 

Two E a i t s W o l s i 12 O a k s Moll 

(248) 305-5300 

Yorsitylm.com 

YP5ILANT! 

Sesi 
950 East Michigan 

9 M i l e t W f l . l oi 1 - 2 7 5 

(734) 482-7133 
sesilm.com 

'Based on 2003 NHTSA crash test results. http://vAvw.nhHa.dot.gov/ncap 
payment, $500 AARP Bonus Cash offer for AARP member 

Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit financing. Amount financed is $17.92 per month, per $1,000 financed regardless of down 
•s, with proof of membership required. Limit one per member. This offer cannot be combined with any private offers. "Not all buyers will 

qualify for Red Carpet Lease. Some payments higher, some lower. Includes refundable security deposit and acquisition fees. Excludes fax, title and license fees. Residency restrictions apply. *Cash back includes 
$1,000 for returning eligible Lincoln or Mercury lessees who renew into a new lease bv 12/1/03. Proof of ownership required. *2004 Lincoln Town Car Signature. See dealer for their price. "Starting at" 
A-Plan price is less cash back and excludes tax, title and registration fees. For APR and all cash back offers, take delivery from dealer stock by 12/1/03. Offers subject to change. See dealer for complete details. 

POFO £00187040 

mailto:er@homecomm.net
mailto:ki@oe.homecomm.net
http://vAvw.nhHa.dot.gov/ncap
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Deer-vehicle accidents common on county roads 
BY KURT KUBAN 

STAFF WRITER 

Wayne County only had 273 
accidents involving deer com-
pared to 1,606 car/deer crashes 
in Oakland County, which 
ranked fourth in the state in the 
number of car-deer collisions 
last year. 

Only Kent (2,331), Calhoun 
(2,120) and Jackson (1,985) 
counties ranked higher. 
Macomb County had 606. 

Overall, there were 63,136 
collisions with deer throughout 
the state last year, which was 
down about 4 percent from the 
previous year. 

Only five people died, also a 
decrease from 2001. Roughly 
2,200 people were injured in 
the accidents, including 85 in 
Oakland County. 

More than 16 percent of all 
vehicle crashes in the state last 
year involved deer. 

CRASH FACTORS 

According to Bill Semion, a 
spokesman for AAA Michigan, 
which is a member ofthe 
MDCC, Oakland County has 
the right mix of elements for a 
high number of deer collisions, 

"Oakland usually does rank at 
the top of the list. The area is 
unique because you still have a 
lot of woodlots and parks, but 
also a population living in high 
density. People have also begun 
moving to the country, where 
there are a lot of two-lane 
roads. They want that out-
doors-y feel and to see the 
wildlife. Sometimes those 
things don't mix very well," he 
said. 

Most accidents occur on 
rural, two-lane roads, according 
to Semion. 

While car/deer crashes occur 
throughout the year, the vast 
majority take place during the 

County had 273 deer crashes 
Wayne County had 273 

deer-car collisions in 2002. 
The following lists shows how 
the county ranked with other 
counties around the region 
and state in the number of 
collisions, injuries and fatali-
ties. 

S Kent County: 2,331 colli-
sions, 85 injuries, 1 fatality 

9 Calhoun County; 2,120 
collisions, 50 injuries, 0 fatal-
ities 

S Jackson County; 1,985 
collisions, 50 injuries, 0 fatal-
ities 

8 Oakland County: 1,606 
collisions, 85 injuries, 0 fatal-
ities 

• Lapeer County: 1,309 
collisions, 42 injuries, 0 fatal-
ities 

9 Livingston County: 1,263 
collisions, 48 injuries, 0 fatal-
ities 

H Washtenaw County: 
1,196 collisions, 53 injuries, 0 
fatalities 

• St Clair County: 857 col-
lisions, 35 injuries, 0 fatalities 

9 Wayne County: 273 colli-
sions, 19 injuries, 0 fatalities 

Too La te To... 
For those last minute ads 
that just had to get in ! Classified 

Paint & Decora t i ng E 
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST! 

JT CUSTOM PAINTING 
int./ext, home improvement, 
power washing, 248-408-2248 

TROY/BIRMINGHAM medical 
off ice in beautiful eiewator 
building. 953 sq, ft. waiting 
room, reception, 3 exam 
rooms, laboratory with stor-
age. Patient bath + private 
off ice with 2nd bash. 
S1S85/mo. (248) 649-2848 

Northvllle • Historical district. 
Newly renovated-new kitchen, 
3 bedroom, 1.5 baths, garage. 
S2000/mo, {248) 349-3909 

W a n t e d Genera l 0 3 

FREIGHT FORWARDING/ 
OTi MANAGER 

Challenging position for an 
individual with the desire to 
succeed. Individual required 
to start up new Freight 
Forwarding / OTI business, 
Must have at least 3 years 
experience in OTI 
This posit io 
opportuni ty of 
involved in tha early devel-
opment of a new business. 
It reauircs a professional 
person with the ability to 
develop new business and 
co-ordinate existing busi-
ness with She back up of a 
locally based transport 
company and an overseas 
freight forwarding compa-
ny, Must have good com-
munication skills. 

Call 734-428-1538. 

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
lice looking for a 

medical assistant, to work 
Mon-Tues.- Fri and some 
Saturday's. Must have experi-
ence in injections and labs . 
Front office experience pre-
ferred also. Fax resume: 

248-656-8504 

ACCOUNT 
MANAGER 
Established 
compu te r c o m p a n y 
seeking skilled, 
mot ivated compu te r 
sales professionals 
fo r an inside 

posit ion. We offer: 

• H i g h S a l a r y 

• C o m m i s s i o n 

• 4 0 1 ( k ) 

• H e a l t h & O t h e r 

F r i n g e Bene f i t s 

I'li'tiw ftirworil rnuflii' 
wiih Milan 

requirements to; 

A T T N : F K A 

3 9 2 0 5 C o u n t r v C l u b 

D r i v e , C - 3 0 

F a r m i n g t o n H i l l s 

M I 4 8 3 3 1 

F a x : ( 2 4 8 ) 8 4 8 - 1 0 6 4 

e-mait us at: 

Chi ld Care Needed C S E 

RESPONSIBLE PERSON 3-4 
days/wk. 6:15am-3;45 pm for 
3 1/2 year old, drive 8 & 10 
year old to school. Non-smok-
ing, own transportation, ref. 
req. Farmington Hills. 

(248) 473-8628 

Garage S a l e s 

BIRMINGHAM- Sat. 10-5, 
1021 W. Lincoln, American 
Drew Cherry Bed. set., com-
puter desk, gas leaf 
blower/trimmer, toots, etc, 

KEEGO HARBOR: ESTATE TAG 
SALE Sylvan Lake Condos. 
1631 8 Cass Lake Rd. 
Bedroom, Living, Dining 
Room Furniture. Stereo, CD's, 
speakers, Hot Pans, glass-
ware, pictures. Sat. 9-6. Sun. 
12-6. Oct. 25 & 26. 

W. Bloomfieid - 2395 
Empire, Sq, Lake & 
Middlebelt. Sat., Oct, 25, 10-
4. Furniture, tools, X-mas, 
camping, antiques, misc. 

M o v i n g Sa les 

REDFORD: 11430 Arnold St., 
S. of Plymouth, 10-5, Oct. 23 
- 25. Furniture, dishes, etc. 

Househo ld Goods 

BEDROOM SET American 
Drew Cherry, Queen bed, 
dresser & chest on chest, 
$1000, 248-647-1106 

Trucks lor Sa le 

GMC SIERRA 2001,2500 HD, 
4 wheel drive. SIT, v-8, auto, 
loaded, SPOTLESS. 524,000. 
734-454-1944 

fall months of October and 
November, with most of those 
occurring between 6-8 a.m. and 
6-10 p.m. 

"Deer start to move very dif-
ferently this time of year. 
October and early November is 
the peak of their breeding sea-
son, so they're trying to secure 
territory. The bucks move 
around quite a bit trying to find 
females, which means they are 

much less wary of roads," said 
Brent Rudolph, a wildlife biolo-
gist with the Michigan 
Department of Natural 
Resources. 

"Plus, because ofthe shorter 
days, people are commuting at 
dawn and dusk, which are the 
primary times the deer are 
moving." 

The state's deer population 
decreased from 2 million to 1.75 

# « 

million since last year, because 
of more liberal hunting policies. 
However, Semion said the 
number of deer in Oakland 
County probably increased, 
because there is limited hunting 
in the county. 

"Obviously you're not going 
to be hunting out your back 
door. There are some game 
areas in the county, but for the 
most part, these deer aren't 
being hunted, so they have a 
chance to increase in numbers. 
That's just one of the factors in 
this mix. The deer have also 
been pushed into smaller and 
smaller areas," Semion said. 

SAFETY ADVICE 

According to the MDCC, peo-
ple who drive in areas inhabited 
by deer should stay aware, wear 
safety belts, heed deer crossing 
signs and speed limit signs, and 
be especially alert at dawn and 
dusk. 

Rudolph said motorists 
shouldn't rely on deer warning 
devices that can be attached to 
vehicles, such as deer whistles, 
because they aren't proven to 
work. If a deer does appear in 

front of you, hit your brakes, ; 
hold onto the steering wheel 
with both hands, and don't try 
to swerve around the animal. • 

"Most ofthe warning devices i 
are fairly ineffective. You : 
shouldn't rely on those types of; 
things. Deer have hearing very : 
similar to ours, and can't hear • 
the higher decibels any more -
than we can," he said. "Most ; 
times you have these accidents,; 
the worst injuries occur when : 
people try to swerve around the-
deer and end up hitting a tree • 
or another vehicle. In most ; 
cases, hitting the deer is the 
best alternative." 

After an accident occurs, the 
MDCC advises motorists not to; 
attempt to move the deer from 
the road unless they are con-
vinced the animal is dead. 
Motorists should report the 
accident to the nearest police 
agency and insurance company. 

Police or DNR officers can 
issue permits so a motorist can 
keep the deer. They can also be 
donated to Michigan 
Sportsmen Against Hunger for 
use at food banks and shelters. 

kkub3n@oe.homecomm.net | (248) 901-2536 

w «• # « .... 

$ Is Your Little One Ready For Winter? §% 
We've got a nice selection of 

•Winter Jackets 
•Snow Suits 

. J * / 

a l 
BIGGER & BETTE 

NEW & GENTLY USED 
BRANP NAMES ^ 

rmiWWw"^ 
Take an additional 

$10 off your 
Tiggywlnkles 
rchaee of $50 

or morel 

| AMA2MG CORN MAZE 1 
| Over 8 acres of tall field 
| corn, cut into a crazy maze. 

| ft is your Job to find Vie 
g right way out, Get ak S 
1 lost In the moonlight" 

* Wtn your Significant i 
| other or come In the 
f daylight with your 
| family. You will get to 

* look around when you 
I find the observation 

dm® 
V R Mil* P. of Mftrriw 5 Mile, E. of Merrlman 

30993 Five Mile Rd. Livonia 
7 3 4 - 4 5 6 - 5 3 1 3 

Adul t s S I 
en 5-12. . . . .$5 

Under 5 are F R E E 

effSim 
OPEN WEEKENDS 
Friday 6 - U ' S a t u r d a y 12-11 

S u n d a y s 1 2 - 6 
O p e n until Nov. 2 n d • S c h o o l f i e l d Trips 

Haunted After Dusk on 
iriday & So»urriA> 

For mosc Jnforirvlion caJI: 

(248) 628-40! 4 

10 m i n u t e s 

| n o r t h o f 3 2 M i l e R o a d , 

I s t r a i g h t u p R o c h e s t e r 

I R o a d o n H a g e r m a n R o a d 

| i n t h e V i l l a g e o f L e o n a r d . 

| S i g n s p o s t e d i n t o w n . 

! gtf foft h9N>S w w w . i n u u i n g c o r n m a z e l O d I . c o i n 
g j 
£ 9 

$ * # •» # # •» «, 
Read Observer Sports for local games 

Lahser Surgical and Medical 
Weight Loss Center 

Cel 

w h e n 

Hard "To. 

The Dial: 

O r i-t 

as your stock fund outperformed the 
S&P 500 Index for the past year? 

For m a n y m o r b i d l y obese people, t h e 

inevi tab le a s s a u l t o n the i r h e a l t h c a n i n c l u d e 

a n u m b e r of obes i ty - re la ted h e a l t h c o n d i t i o n s . 

T h e social i n d i g n i t i e s c a n t 

jus t as d is t ress ing. T h e i n a b i l i t y 

to f i t i n t o a t h e a t r e seat. T h e 

d i s a p p r o v i n g stares of s t rangers . 

Fee l ing t h e e m b a r r a s s m e n t fel t 

; b y the i r kids. 

For q u a l i f i e d pa t i en t s , sur, 

t r e a t m e n t is cons idered m e d i c a l l y necessa ry because, 

w h e n c o m b i n e d w i t h behav io r m o d i f i c a t i o n , it's 

t he o n l y proven m e t h o d of a c h i e v i n g l o n g - t e r m 

w e i g h t loss for t h e m o r b i d l y obese. Pat ients , o n 

average, lose a b o u t o n e - t h i r d of the i r i n i t i a l w e i g h t 

m t h e first 12-18 m o n t h s . S t u d i e s s h o w t h a t a f t e r 

10 - 1 4 years, 5 0 % of cxcess w e i g h t loss is m a i n t a i n e d . 

M o r e s i g n i f i c a n t l y a 2000 s t u d y of 5 0 0 

p a t i e n t s s h o w e d t h a t 9 6 % of ce r t a in o b e s i t y -

associated h e a l t h c o n d i t i o n s s t ud i ed (back p a i n , 

sleep a p n e a , h i g h b lood pressure, d i abe te s a n d 

depress ion) w e r e i m p r o v e d o r 

resolved a f t e r t h i s o p e r a t i o n . 

O t h e r c o n d i t i o n s s u c h as h e a r t 

disease, a r t h r i t i s a n d P i c k w i c k i a n 

S y n d r o m e m a y also be con t ro l l ed 

t h r o u g h w e i g h t loss surgery. 

As w i t h a n y surgical 

procedure, w e i g h t loss s u r g e r y m a y p resen t risks. 

W i t h a n y w e i g h t loss p r o g r a m , results m a y va ry 

d e p e n d i n g o n y o u r a b i l i t y to f o l l o w n u t r i t i o n a l 

a n d f i tness r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . A s k y o u r re fe r r ing 

phys i c i an o r a bar ia t r ic s u r g e o n if w e i g h t loss 

su rge ry is r ight fo r y o u . If it is, y o u m i g h t n o t just 

c h a n g e y o u r life. It c o u l d be t h e first s t ep 

t o w a r d s s a v i n g i t 

MM 
Sinai-Grace Hospital 

Detroit Medical Center /Wayne State Universi ty 

866-SGH-6066 • www.sinaigrace.org 
POFO£Oai5&3e4 

.. .for the past 5 years? 
, .for the past 10 years? 

If you answered no, then it's time you learn about the 

Advance Capital I Equity Growth Fund... 
. . . a no-load, low cost fund 

.. .no annual fee, including IRAs 
. . . one of five funds offered by Advance Capital I 

. . . headquartered in Southfield, Michigan since 1987 

Averag e Annual Ret urns as of 9/30/03 1 Year 5 Year 10 Year 

Advan ce Capital I Equity Growth Fund 30.77% 10.73% 11.13% 
S&P 5( )0 Index 24.38% 1.00% 10.04% 

Upper Mid-Op Grc wth Index 27.76% 4.80% 7.41% 

To request a prospectus, please call 800-345-4783 

A D V A N C E C a p i t 
An investment company ' 

Past performance Is no guarantee of future results. Investment return and principal value will fluctuate and shares may be worth more or less 
at redemption than at original purchase. Performance figures are historical and reflect reinvested distributions. Investments are not FDIC-
insured, nor are they deposits of, or guaranteed by, any bank. The Advance Capital I Equity Growth Fund invests in small-cap and mid-cap stocks, 
which are subject to greater risk than large-cap stocks. The S£P 500 is an unmanaged Index regarded to be representative of large-company 
stocks. The tipper Mid-Cap Growth Index Is made up of the 30 largest mutual funds that hold at least 75% of their equity assets in companies 
defined as mid-caps by Upper. Results assume reinvestment of dividends. You cannot Invest in an index. There are no initial or deferred sales 
charges on the Advance Capita! I Equity Growth Fund. However, other fees and operating expenses do apply to a continued Investment. 
More information on fees, expenses, performance and associated risks can be found in the Rind's current prospectus. Please read It care-
fully before you Invest or send money. Advance Capital Management, Inc., Advance Capital Services, Inc. and Advance Capital Group, Inc. are 
all, affiliated and perform services for the Advance Capital I, Inc. Funds, Securities, services and products are offered by Advance Capital 
Services, Inc. Advance Capital I, Inc. Funds are registered In AZ, FL, IL, IN, Ml, MO, NV, NJ, NC, OH, PA, SC, TX, and Wl, 
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