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•! if you could give your 
;Mom a bouquet ot flowers 
:for Mother's Day, what 
I would you write to her on 
' the note?The Canton 

Observer is giving away a 
gift of flowers courtesy of 
Wesley Berry Florist to a 
lucky reader who submits 
the best note to Mom, as 
selected by Brad Kadrich. 
Remember this note goes 
on a tiny florist card, so 
try to keep it around 25 
words or less. Entries 
must be posted by mid-

• flight Monday, May 5. The 
[ winner will be announced 
r on Mother's Day, May 11. 

Please submit your note j 
; to Mom to: | 
• Canton Observer 1 

; C/0 Plymouth Editor I 
; Brad Kadrich ; 
? 794 S. Main j 
| Plymouth, Ml 48170 [ 

• Mother's Day 
An enchanted evening is 

planned for the mothers, 
aunts and grandmothers of 
Canton on Saturday, May 10. 
Canton Leisure Services' 
annual mother-son dance 
will be held 7-9 p.m. in the 
Summit gymnasium 

Light refreshments will be 
served and a keepsake photo 
will be available for an addi-
tional charge. Tickets are $7 
per person through May 9 at 
the Summit and advance 
purchase is required. 

Semi-formal or dressy-
casual attire is recommend-
ed. For more information call 
(734) 394-5460. 

Canton's Senior Theater 
Group, the Summit Players, 
will present their fifth-annu-
af'senior play, The Soapy 
klurder Case, by Tim Kelley. 
Performances will be held at 
the Summit at 1p.m. May 29, 
at 7 p.m. May 30-31, and at 1 
pjn. June 1. Refreshments 
will be served. Tickets are on 
sale at the Summit for $6 per 
person. 

• Symphony tryouts 
" The Plymouth Symphony 
conducts spring open audi-
tions for orchestral musi-
cians from 1-4 p.m. Saturday, 
May 3, at Evola Music in 
Canton. 

Posted positions for per-
servlce waos include con-
certmaster, oboe, principal 
and assistant principal viola, 
principal trumpet, clarinet, 
resident pianist and string 
section players. Substitute 
musicians are needed for all 
instruments and other open-
ings may be posted as nec-
essary. Audition selections 
will be taken from standard 
orchestra repertoire; non-
standard selections will be 
supplied. For more informa-
tion, call personnel manager 
Faith Kurtz, (734) 968-9909, 
or the symphony office, (734) 
451-2112. 
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High flyer 
juggler Josh Casey of Ann Arbor wows the crowd with a juggling stunt on a stilted pogo stick Saturday in Heritage 
Park during the SkyFest. Saturday's event featured kites, a boomerang demonstration, juggling and other family 
entertainment. 

Layoffs part 
of budget 
balancing 
BY TONY BRUSCAT0 
STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth-Canton school 
board laid off 23 of the district's 
least-senior teachers Tuesday 
night to ease a projected $5.6 
million budget deficit. 

However, there are indica-
tions that most, if not all, could 
be rehired before the end of the 
school year. 

As required by state law, 
teachers must be notified at 
least 60 days before the end of 
the school year if they will not 
be offered a position the follow-
ing school year. As the school 

. board searches for ways to bal-
ance the budget for the 2003-
04 school year, the layoff notices 
were issued as a preliminary cut 
to save the district more than 
$600,000. 

However, Ray Bihun, execu-
tive director of human 
resources, said thus far there 
have been 20 teachers who have 
announced early retirement 
plans, making them eligible for 
a $10,000 incentive payout. The 
district is hoping to encourage 
at least 25 prospective retirees 
to announce early, thereby sav-
ing the jobs of those scheduled 
to be laid off. 

Superintendent Jim Ryan 
said the incentive period expires 
Friday, but there is a seven-day 
period in which a teacher can 
rescind retirement plans. 

"Starting on the (May) 9th, at 

the end of the day, (Bihun) will 
be working and we'll be recall-
ing teachers immediately, once 
we have an accurate number on 
who has retired," Ryan told the 
board. "We want to get that 23 
down to single digits as quickly 
as we can. I just can't promise 
the board that we'll get all 23 
back before the school year 
ends. 

"Besides the teachers laid off, 
there will be teachers who are 
displaced," said Ryan. "We'll be 
working with human resources 
and try to identify what teachers 
next year will be teaching in a 
different area." 

School board Thistee Carol 
Saunders is a former teacher 
and administrator who has been 
pink-slipped during both 
tenures, but had them rescind-
ed. 

"I know the process, I know 
the legalities," said Saunders. 
"We will do everything in our 
power to make sure that these , 
people are back at work without 
missing any time, whatsoever." 

Board Treasurer Judy 
Mardigian said she has con-
cerns about the lack of teachers 
in some key areas, including 
high school math. 

"I have concerns displacing 
two-and-a-half math teachers, 
and maybe not looking at 'some 
other areas, whether that be 
electives or other areas within 
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Candidates 
square off in 
board 
BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

Voters in the Plymouth-Canton 
school district get a chance to see 
the candidates in the June 9 school 
board election up close and per-
sonal at a forum sponsored by the 
League of Women Voters of 
Western Wayne County. 

The forum, co-sponsored by The 
Observer Newspapers, takes place 
at 7 F-rn, Tuesday, May 6, at the 
Plymouth District Library. 

All four candidates were invited 
to attend the forum. Incumbent 
Mark Slavens seeks re-election. 
Joining him in the race for two 
four-year seats are former board 
member Roland Thorny Richard 
Ham-Kucharski, who has run twice 
in the past, and newcomer Roy 
McCutcheon. 

The seat occupied by incumbent 
Marcv Staley is also up for grabs. 

PLEASE SEE FORUM, A8 

Canton cops still looking into relationship 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

To police, this much is cer-
tain: the people believed to be 
responsible for the deaths of 

Jessica-Smith, 23; 
April Copperstone, 17 and 
Thomas Copperstone, 47 are 
dead. 

Smith was found dead of 
multiple gunshot wounds 

April 20 in a Canton motel 
room; Copperstone apparent-
ly committed suicide in 
Washtenaw County's Lima 
Township April 21 and his 
daughter, April Copperstone, 

17 is believed to have died 
Nov. 12, 2001 of gunshot 
wounds at her father's 
Belleville residence. 

PLEASE SEE MURDER, A 8 

Manager claims she was 
let go for speaking out 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

A vacant senior housing 
structure evacuated in 2001 
because of serious structural 
and plumbing problems is at 
the center of legal controversy 
involving the former manager 
ftriH involvpd in (Con-
structing the 56-unit complex. 

For starters, former Canton 
Place manager Ginnie Hauck 
has sued her former employer, 
National Church Residences 
Inc., for violating the 
Whistleblowers' Protection 

Act. She had been manager of 
Canton Place, a low-income 
senior apsrtmsnt, community 
on Sheldon at Ford, from 1991 
until December 2002. Hauck is 
also suing NCR for unspecified 
monetary damages to be deter-
mined by a jury. 

Her suit, filed Feb. 10, states 
shp was wronefbllv forced to 

W » 

retire as retribution for report-
ing problems with Sheldon 
Place — which Hauck also 
managed until fall 2002 — to 
township officials. 
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Walking for MS 
Students from Our Lady of Good Counsel cavort as they participate in 
a fund-raising walk for the multiple sclerosis research Tuesday at 
Central Middle School in Plymouth. For more on the walk, see the 
story on page A3. 
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' Rockettes 
Courtney Friske of Canton, 17, works out with her junior classmate members of the Rockettes Monday in prepa-
ration for the Pompon squad's annual variety show Friday and Saturday. This year's Rockette Varsity Variety 
Show, titled "We Gonna Party," will feature the varsity and JV squads, bands, sinqers, parents of the Rockettes 
and the youngsters who participated in the fail pompon clinics. Tickets are $5 in advance or $6 at the door. Call 
(734) 765-3765 for more information. 

Annual 'Toast' set for Friday 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

Organizers of the annual 
"Toast to Canton" event prom-
ise that it will be a feast of the 
senses - primarily taste and 
smell. 

The fifth annual event is 
planned 7-9 p.m. Friday, May 2 
at Waltonwood at Cherry Hill, 
on the corner of Lilley. 

Toast to Canton has grown 
from a simple wine and cheese 
soiree to a sprawling 20-30 
table gala. Last year beer was 
offered as part of the tasting 
experience, and more food 
selections are offered every 
year. 

Holiday Market, one of the 
event sponsors, will supply the 
food, drink and potent pota-
bles. Owner John Pardington 
said the event gets tweaked 
every year. This year it's bigger, 
and for the first time is at the 
new Waltonwood senior 

community at Cherry Hill and 
Lilley, across front Holiday 
Market. 

"When I first started this 
thing five years ago, it was just 
wine, cheese and bread. It's 
evolved into 20 tables - with 
10-12 bottles of wine on each 
table," Pardington said. 

Those arriving at the event 
hungry will have shortage of 
food to choose from. Pastas 
sushi, several varieties of 
antipasto salads, sandwiches, 
bread and various dipping oils, 
cheeses, ravioli and pierogies 
will be on buffet display. . 

"No one leave hungry," 
Pardington said. "For the price 
you pay it's a great deal." 

To wash down the food, 
there will be wine, wine and 
wine. Reds, whites, blushes, 
sparkling and even non-alco-
holic wines will be part of the 
16-table vino buffet. 

For people more interested 
in barley-based potent 

potables, there will be several 
beer tables. 

"We did beer first time last 
year and it was a huge hit," 
Pardington said. "(In previous 
years,) people said it would be 
great to have some beer tables." 

Pardington said that the 
event gets more and more 
sponsorship help every year. 
Primary event sponsors 
include Holiday Market, 
Leadership Canton Alumni 
Association in cooperation 
with Canton Chamber of 
Commerce and Canton 
Township. 

Tickets are $30 in advance 
and may be purchased at 
Holiday Market. Tickets sold at 
the door will be $35. Proceeds 
will benefit the Leadership 
Canton Alumni Association 
Scholarship Fund, the Kiwanis 
of Plymouth-Canton Breakfast 
club and the Canton Exchange 
Club. Casual-dress attire is 
recommended. 

SENIOR PARTY 

The Senior party committee 
is accepting donations, either 
monetary or door prize gifts, 
for the seniors from any source. 
Anyone wishing to donate can 
call Sue Poniatowski, (734) 
453-2570, or Lisa Hajduk, 
(734) 397-3432. Parent volun-
teers are needed for decorating 
and chaperoning. Decorating 
volunteers should call Dottie 
Kelly, (734) 397-1423; chaper-
one volunteers can call Mary 
Ann McKinnon, (734) 459-
0133, or Barb Martin, (734) 
453-7161. 

Tickets for the party can be 
purchased for $35 at school on 
Thursdays in May during the 
lunch hour at Plymouth or 
Canton cafeterias. In addition, 
ticket sales will take place dur-
ing lunch hours May 28-30 
and June 2-4. Tickets can also 
be purchased through the mail 
by sending a check, along with 
a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to Bob Boyko (734-
451-1893), 49308 Harvest, 
Plymouth, MI 48170. 

Any students who purchased 
tickets during registration at 
the beginning of the school 
year and have NOT received 
their tickets please submit a 
self addressed stamped enve-
lope to Bob Boyko. 

MEMORIAL GOLF OUTING 

Spaces are still available for 
the first annual Luca Ingle 
Memorial Golf Outing, benefit-
ing The University Congenital 
Hear Center at Mott Children's 
Hospital in Ann Arbor. 

The scramble-style outing is 
scheduled for a 1:30 p.m. shot-
gun start on Saturday, May 31 
at Fox Hills Country Club in 
Plymouth. A donation of $150 
gets the participant 18 holes of 
golf on the classic course with a 
cart, hot dogs, chips and bever-
ages on the course and a din-
ner reception with full bar. 

There will be contests at sev-
, eral holes and a 50/50 raffle 
with many prizes. Tickets are 
available for the dinner recep-
tion and bar only at a cost of 
$50. Program sponsors are 
available beginning at $100 
and hole sponsors are available 
beginning at $150. 

For more information e-mail 
Erika & Kenny Ingle at emain-
gle@yahoo.com. 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Luca Ingle was born with 

congenital heart disease on 
May 8,2002. He was one of 
40,000 babies in the United 
States that year who were diag-
nosed with this leading cause 
of birth defect related deaths. 

Luca was a patient at the 
University of Michigan 
Congenital Heart Center, locat-
ed within C.S. Mott Children's 
Hospital. This internationally 
respected facility performs 
approximately 850 children's 
heart operations per year. 

DOO WOP 

Adults 18 and over are invit-
ed to an alcohol-free Doo Wop 
Dance Party at the Summit on 
Friday, May 9, from 7:30-11 
p.m. Oldies attire is suggested. 

Cost is $5 per person or $30 
per table of eight Light conces-
sions and refreshments will be 
available. Register at the Summit 
through Hiesday, May 6. 

CULTURAL GRANTS 

State Rep. John Stewart 
today announced almost 
$1,000 in grants for cultural 
and educational projects in 
Plymouth and Northville. 

Stewart announced Farrand 
Elementary School in 
Plymouth will receive $332, 
the Plymouth Downtown 
Development Authority will 
receive $380 and the Parent 
Teacher Organization of Our 
Lady of Victory School in 
Northville will receive $250. 

"Securing funding for the 
arts and humanities is a priori-
ty of mine," said Stewart, R-
Plymouth. "These grants will 
help students learn geography 
and explore diversity in the 
case of Farrand Elementary 
and focus on the importance of 
respect for others, self-esteem, 
integrity and character build-
ing for Our Lady of Victor}'. 
The general public will also 
benefit from this grant pro-
gram with a folk presentation 
emphasizing regional history 
during the Plymouth down-
town concert in the park." 

The grants are part of 
Michigan's Arts and 
Humanities Touring Program 
sponsored by the Michigan 
Humanities Council. The 
council awarded nearly 
$77,000 in grants statewide in 
support of 371 live artistic and 

cultural presentations •• ]£3 
throughout the spring and 
summer. 

MARQUIS PERFORMANCE 
v 4 

Patrons will be able to revisit* • 
vaudeville and Broadway while 
enjoying memories and • 4 
melodies at the newly renovafcj 
ed Marquis Theatre in 
Northville, when the theatre 
presents "Broadway and */.-
Vaudeville Tonight." 

The performance features 
songs from Oklahoma, Cole {J 
Porter, Irving Berlin, Camelot, ~ 
Sound of Music and others. 
Performances take place at 8 > / ' 
p.m. May 2-3 and May 10; and 
2:30 p.m. Sunday, May 11. s , 

For ticket information, call' 1 
the theatre, (248) 349-8110. 

NURSING REFRESHER ; 

Madonna University's 
College of Nursing and Health,, -
in conjunction with the College ', 
of Continuing and Profession^ T. 
Studies, will offer a nursing ^ ' t 
refresher course this spring. 

Designed for registered 
nurses who want to return to * r ? 
active practice in a health care ' * 
setting, the four-week course 
will be held from 8:30 a.m. to; * -
3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May „' 
7.14.21 and 28; Thursday, May; * 
8.15.22 and 29; and Friday, 
May 9,16,23 and 30 in room ;" 
118 in the DiPonio Building on, 
campus, 36200 Schoolcraft 
Road. r. 7 

Topics will be presented in 
case study format and will " 
cover body systems including -
pulmonary, cardiac, neurologic 
cal, renal, endocrine, elimina-„ + 
tion, as well as infectious dis-
eases. Nursing contact hours 
are available. Registered nurs- r , 
es are asked to bring their 7 o 7 
license to the first class. 
Madonna University is an , * 
approved provider of continu-' 
ing education in nursing by the ' 
Michigan Nurses Association 7 " 7 
(MNA). The MNA is accredit- , 
ed as an approver of continu- / 
ing education by the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center's - " 
Commission on Accreditation., , 

For registration information/ 
call the College of Continuing' _' 
and Professional Studies a t , " ! 
(734) 432-5731 or fax t734) ? 7 j'7 
432-5364. Madonna- ' 
University is located at 1-96 7 
and Levan Road in Livonia. "' 

Marqotis Nursery • MarqoCts Nursery • Maraolis Nurser 
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WE OFFER A WIDE VARIETY OF PLANTS, 
LANDSCAPING SERVICES, AND LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES. 

4-5 ft, - Jane i 
MAGNOLIA j 

$ 4 9 9 9 1 

MARGOLIS 
NURSERY, INC. 

Delivery and Installation Available 
9600 CHERRY HILL (3 Miles W. of Beck) 

734-482-0771 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8-6 Sun. 10-5 
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FREE . 
MULCH! 
1 FREE Yard with 

order of 
5 or more. 

Expires May 31,2003 
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FURNITURE 

See us for quality Home Office arrangements, crafted by Stanley Furniture, 
that fit your budget, organizing needs and environment 

Stop in today and you'll find a great selection and terrific savings! 

FINANCING UP TO 12 MON THS W I T H NO INTEREST!* 

Sine* 1933 

fine furniture 
Celebrating 70 Years of Quality, Savings & Service 

. 240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
kott-.^Thurs;., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

*With creijk approval • www.walkerbuzenberg.com oi 

* "Tlu at Lamb t w r * 

Sundays 
Kids Eat Free 

Sunday Brunch 
Best Brunch in Town 

Mondays 
Magic Show +1/2 Off Pizza 

Wednesdays 
1/2 Slab Baby Back Ribs 

$7.95 
Fridays 6 Saturdays 

Entertainment After 9 pm 

Out Our i f f Ft Free Fatting Water Watt! 

734-4S9-4190 
1080 W. Ann Avbov Rd. 

Plymouth, MI 4S170 
www.boulderslounge.com 

ANN ARBOR RD. 

£ 
a 

1 s* 

FOflD ROAD 
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OLGC walk benefits MS cause 
Students 
take part 
in 
of former 
secretary 
BY BRAD KADRiCH 
STAFF WRITER 

David Cords joined 
some 600 of his school-
mates from Our Lady of 
Gopd Counsel School 
Tuesday in a mini-walk to 
bqbdfit multiple sclerosis 
re&earch, in honor of for-
mer OLGC receptionist 
Kathy Hayes. 

But Cords, 13 of 
Plymouth, a seventh-grad-
er at OLGC, had even 
more personal reasons for 
being out there with his 
friends: His mom was 
diagnosed with the dis-
ease three years ago. 

So there was David, 
along with friends Adam 
Sampson, Jake Delosh, 
Brad Smith and Sandro 
Sgambatl, taking part in 
the all-school OLGC for 
MS, a fund-raiser during 
which organizers hope to 
top the $12,000 that was 
raised last year. 

"Three years ago, we 
found out my mom had 
MS ... it was like a huge 
shock," said Cords. "We've 
gotten a lot of support 
from people who have 
really helped us through 
the tough times. We try to 
get as much money as we 
could, because this is a 
good cause." 

The walk was originally 
begun in honor of Hayes, 
whb for 17,years served as 
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Pay cuts, reorganization 
among budget suggestions 
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at Central Middle School, 
one class at a time, having 
raised money from 
pledges they got from 
faeiily members, friends, 

PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Former OLGC secretary Kathy Hayes, diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1994, visited wi th students as 
they walked to benefit MS research Tuesday. 

total strangers. 
Students walked varying 

distances, with the 
younger kids making one 
lap around the track, and 
other students circling the 
track as many has five or 
six times. 

Hayes' granddaughter, 
8-year-old McKenzie 
Hayes, raised $700 on her 
own. 

Hayes is amazed by the 
outpouring of support the 
walk brings, particularly 
from the youngsters. 

"It makes me feel hope-
ful, to see that children • 
this age realize there are 
people less fortunate," 
Hayes said. "They also 
understand that people in 
a wheelchair aren't neces-
sarily totally dependent 
on them, because they've 
seen how much I can do." 

Hayes said she didn't 
even realize the school 
was doing the walk at 
first. 

"Some of my teacher 
friends decided they want-
ed to do it,"'Hajfes said. 
"The first year, I didn't 
even know they were 
doing. It's special for them 
to be doing this." 

The money collected 

Seventh-grader David Cords said he took part in the walk to honor his 
mother, diagnosed with MS three years ago. 

from Tuesday's walk will 
be added to money raised 
for the main MS walk tak-
ing place in Dearborn this 
weekend. Some of them 
are motivated by Hayes' 
struggle, along with those 
of others they've known 
afflicted with MS. 

"I'm doing it not only 
for Kathy, but for other 
people I've known who 
have come down with this 
disease," said seventh-
grade teacher Mary 

Thompson. "I think we 
walk as a solidarity kind 
of goal." 

No matter the reason, 
the result is an uplifting 
one, especially for 
Hayes. 

"It makes me feel happy 
and cared about," she said. 
"It's fun for them, and it's 
fun for me to watch them. 
It's a good feeling." 

bkadrich@oe.fiomecomm.net 
(734) 459-2700 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Some Plymouth-Canton school 
board members want the administra-
tion to dig deeper, including possible 
pay cute, to erase the $5.6 million 
budget deficit projected for the 2003-
04 school year. 

Superintendent Jim Ryan has 
already given the board more than 
$3.6 million in budget cuts, to go 
along with a suggestion to use $2 mil-
lion in fund equity, to balance the 
2003-04 budget. The cutbacks 
include a combination of staff reduc-
tions, budget cuts, cost savings and 
fee increases. 

However, to board member Carol 
Saunders, digging deeper means every 
Plymouth-Canton Schools employee 
reaching into his or her own pockets 
to help bail out the district. 

"We need to take a look at how 
we're doing business, because the way 
we've been doing business isn't work-
ing," Saunders told fellow board mem-
bers. "We cannot to go into deficit 
spending. We have to possibly look at 
something with more ramifications 
than cutting just a few people. 

"I am thinking of examining possi-
ble cuts across the board for all 
employees, from the top on down... 
and asking them to take percentage 
(pay) cuts," said Saunders. "Hopefully, 
that will mitigate some of the pain 
that any one person, or any small 
group of people, will have to endure." 

Saunders' comments were echoed 
by board President Elizabeth Givens. 

"If anyone is cut, then everyone 
should be cut, in terms of pay reduc-
tion," she said. "It's only fair that it go 
from the top to the bottom." 

The district's unions have varied 
responses to the call by Saunders and 
Givens. 

The Plymouth-Canton Custodial 
Maintenance Association begins bar-
gaining a new contract in June. 

"We're open to just about anything 
to keep our jobs," said Debra 
Brankovich-Neal, vice-president of 
the custodial union. "We have to look 
at everything. It's going to be rough 
this time." 

Meanwhile, Sandy Priskorn, presi-
dent of the 98-member Plymouth-
Canton Association for Education 
Office Personnel Local 6172, urged 
the board to think not only of dollars 
saved, but services lost, as trustees 
consider cutting four secretaries. 

In a letter to the board dated March 
31, Priskorn stated the secretarial staff 

is "over-utilized at every level; each 
person's workload has been maxi-
mized to its limit; and our duties are 
'core' functions, not 'elective' ones." 

Saunders said the district-may also 
look to reorganization in an effort to 
save money. 

"I'm also asking administration to 
look at our organization, with the idea 
that possibly we need to organize our 
entire hierarchy of administration," 
she said, "and the way we have things 
set up at pur park and other build-
ings; and see if there is another way 
we can ensure that we are going to be 
able to offer the excellent educational 
opportunities for our children." 

Trustee Joanne Lamar agreed the 
district needs to move in a different 
direction to achieve future goals, con-
sidering the looming budget deficit. 

"We are cutting all the time, I hope 
we can work on enhancements," 
Lamar said. "Anything we can gener-
ate from budget enhancements and 
projects that generate income." 

That discussion has been set for 
Saturday, May 17, when board mem-
bers will discuss their alternatives, ,.f 
and possibly make some decisions. 
Next year's budget is required to be 
adopted by June 30. 

"I think we need to dig deeper in 
non-instruction areas... at technology 
and purchase services," said TYustee 
Judy Mardigian. "It's not going to be 
easy, and it's not going to be painless, 
but it's very painful for a student in a 
classroom to lose a teacher and have a 
larger class size." 

Mardigian also wants to look at the 
14.6 percent increase in transporta-
tion costs and a possible cutback in 
the district's 2,000 telephones. 

"We're buying 50 new buses. I 
expect to see that budget save money 
significantly," she said. 

"Maybe we need to turn off some of 
the phones." 

Board member Tom Wysocki said it 
may be time to look at paying to par-
ticipate in co-curricular activities. 

"I don't think we want to cut them 
out, but maybe we want to look at 
more equitable funding of those by 
the users of those activities," he said. 

Ryan indicated his staff is currently 
conducting appraisals on property 
owned by the district, and Trustee 
Marcy Staley indicated selling some of 
it may be a way to gain some much 
needed cash flow. 

"We have talked before about sell-
ing our undeveloped property," she 
said. "Now is the time we can utilize 
our assets." 

I " A R M I N Q T O N I I I U U S M A N O R 

Mother's Day 
CHEF M A R C O C O N T E INVITES YOU TO 

celebrate m style 
AT FARMINGTON HILLS 

MANOR 
SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2 0 0 3 

11:00 A.M. — 3:30 P.M. 

Treat your Mother to a very 

special afternoon of international 

cuisine, sumptuous desserts and 

champagne, all served in our 

luxurious Grand Ballroom. 

$979s s i 125 
§ per Adult X per child* 

* Ages (5-12) / U n d e r 5 Free 

CHEF M A R C O CONTE 

formerly of Marco's in 

Downtown farmington 

True story/)^'^qpfacl9^THh§fi 
I was enjoying1 a lazy Sundayafternbohplaying the slots at Casino 

- Windsor, moving from one machine to another, when a 10X machine / 
/"% {my faVoiirit^) had jusit openedup, s^J&atidovyk \ 

A few pulls later - and I swear it's true - bn m i last spin the bells 
ringing like crazy and everyone started crowding around me. And there ! 

10 MILE 

F a r m i n g t o n 

H i l l s M a n o r 

SHIAWASSEE 

SHIAWASSEE 

T s a U i r i i i f f . . . 

# Fresh Bloody Mary and Mimosa Bar 

# Carving and Omelette Stations 

# The most dazzling dessert table in 
Metro Detroit 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL 

FARMINGTON HILLS MANOR 
2 3 6 6 6 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD • FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 4 8 3 3 6 

( J U S T S O U T H O F 1 0 M I L E R O A D ) 

2 4 8 - 8 8 8 - 8 0 0 0 
PDFLOE0B09S923 

was, 

It occurred to me that without the exchan- jo 
rate play time I Gotfwhen I 

myiJ.S. eashhtd'Ca 
about $150 €DN.'}, \ wouldn't 

have wop thatjackpot. Thf extra chance 
to win made me awihner! 

Windsor forth© 
incredible warmth and friendliness of the 
people there.. And the extra play time 
can make a big difference tool 

C A S I N O W I N D S O R 

\ s 
'frOHjO* 

F<Jr M O & E i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l : 

1 ^ 8 0 0 - 9 9 1 - 7 7 7 7 

Co For Fun, NotFOr Broke. Play Responsibly. 
-888-230-3505.'6ntario ..Problem Glmbliffg HelpLine. 

to eBtep 'Based o n e ^ e n a n j 
exchange r i t e ' m a y vary 

Mus t be 19 years 
" " a t t i m e o f j a c l & o t 

P 0 F 0 E QffoS 6'7.2 7 '• 

More of what you're looking i f e r i 

WWW.CASINOWINDSOR 

http://www.hometoivnUfe.com
mailto:bkadrich@oe.fiomecomm.net
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FROM PAGE A1 

Sheldon Place has been 
vacant since August 2001, 
when 56 residents were evacu-
ated and subsequently relocat-
ed. 

Hauck's attorney, Sam 
Morgan of Southfield, said 
Hauck's actions were protected 
under the Whistleblowers' 
Protection Act. The act is 
intended to protect employees 
who are fired for reporting vio-
lations of law by fellow 
employees as well as those who 
are fired for reporting viola-
tions of law by their employers. 

Not long after opening in 
1998, Sheldon Place's structur-
al flaws became apparent to 
Hauck and to residents. 

"There was grave concern 
that (Sheldon Place) was going 
to topple. Some people thought 
it wasn't a matter of if, but 
when," Morgan said. 

Among the allegations in 
Hauck's lawsuit: 

• Hauck alerted both town-
ship police and fire officials 
about safety problems with 
Sheldon Place. She allowed 
Fire Marshal Frank Barrett to 
inspect the vacant building 

three times in 2002: in June, 
August and October. 

Some of the violations dis-
covered in the Aug. 30 inspec-
tion, according to township 
documents, included a lawn-
mower stored inside the build-
ing, missing sections of drywall 
and ceiling tiles in a multipur-
pose room, evidence of small-
scale vandalism throughout 
the building and a lack of doc-
umentation of inspection of 
room smoke detectors. 

Canton Fire Chief Mike 
Rorabacher stated in a June 17, 
2002, memo: 

"As stated in previous 
inspection reports, there are 
several areas of the building 
upon which cracking and sepa-
ration are readily visible. There 
did not appear to be any 
change in the size or configura-
tion of cracks in the blocks 
from the time of the last 
inspection. 

"...Further deterioration can 
be expected unless steps are 
taken to make repairs and 
restore the building to its origi-
nal condition," Rorabacher 
wrote. 

Fire Marshal Frank Barrett 
wrote in a June 6 memo that 
he had noticed "significant 
cracking of walls may indicate 
settling or movement of the 
building, bringing into ques-

tion the integrity of the wall 
structures and their ability to 
support the weight of the six-
story building." 

Later, structural inspections 
by a township engineer 
revealed serious problems -
including gaping cracks and 
splits in the exterior, floors not 
being tied to the building, and 
floors not being strong enough 
to handle a water load during a 
fire. 

• Hauck was admonished 
verbally - and profanely - for 
her contacts with township 
officials by two NCR employ-
ees - Steven Rice and Kip 
Lewis - and was told by Rice 
that she was "on notice " and 
that "all of the higher-ups want 
you fired." 

• Hauck contacted David 
Kayuha, NCR human 
resources director, telling him 
of how Rice and Lewis had 
treated her. Kayuha told 
Hauck that it was time for her 
to retire - or be terminated. 
Hauck said she would retire, 
effective Jan. 1, 2003. 

National Church Residences 
Inc. answered Hauck's lawsuit 
in March and denied nearly all 
of her allegations. 

Patrick Higgins, National 
Church Residences communi-
cations director, declined to 
comment specifically on 

H O M E E Q U I T Y L I N E O F C R E D I T 

C H A R T E R O N E B A N K 

T H I S IS T H E 

RATE YOU WANT. 

APR 
Introductory rate for the first four months! 

APR 
THEN Prime Minus 1/4% for the life 
of the line / $10,000+.* 

ONE And only Charter One is the ^ to give you 

a rate this low. Our Home Equity Line of Credit can be used for 

home improvements, debt consolidation or anything else you have 

in mind. Plus, only Charter One offers all of these added benefits: 

Vo Loan-to-Value 
(Means you can get MORE money out of your home!) 

NO closing, title or appraisal costs 

NO points or application fee 

Interest may be tax-deductible** 

Home Equity Gold Card convenience 

W e V e t h e ONE you want for low rates and big benefits you won't 

find anywhere else. Apply today for this limited time offer! 

CHARTER ONE' 
BANK 

e h a r t e r o n e . c o m 

t i J 
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Hauck's lawsuit or pending 
lawsuits involved with archi-
tecture, building and inspec-
tions of Sheldon Place. 

But Higgins said NCR plans 
to bring the building up to 
code and open it to residents. 
He could not say how much 
that would cost or when it 
might happen. 

"The Ginnie Hauck lawsuit 
is unfortunate, but our main 
concern is getting the money 
together and getting (Sheldon 
Place) reopened," Higgins said. 

NCR is concerned that a 
building as structurally 
unsound as Sheldon Place 
passed all inspections, accord-
ing to Higgins. 

"How did it pass inspection 
if there was so much wrong 
with it?" he asked. 

Because federal Housing and 
Urban Development funds 
were used to build Sheldon 
Place, the inspection process 
should have been more strin-
gent — not more lax, according 
to Higgins. 

The multiple problems with 
Sheldon Place mean that the 
residents on waiting lists to get 
in should not hold their breath. 

"It's not going to be a quick 
fix," Higgins said. 

hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 
(734) 459-2700 

Construction sites hit by thieves 

www.hometownhfe.com 

Numerous larcenies at con-
struction sites were reported to 
Canton Police last weekend. 
Among the incidents reported: 

• A $5,000 construction 
trailer containing miscella-
neous air hoses, extension 
cords and nails valued at 
$2,000 were removed from a 
site at Constitution and Burr 
sometime before Friday, April 
25. The trailer was reportedly 
locked and secured with a 
tongue lock. 

• Sometime before Monday, 
April 28, someone removed 
150 9-foot 2 by 4 studs from a 
construction site of undis-
closed value. 

• A $200 washing machine 
and $260 dryer were taken 
from attached condominiums 
under construction in the 
50000 block of Monroe some-
time before Friday, April 25. A 
door jamb sustained $200 
damage and was reportedly 
smashed and pried. 

LARCENY OF BIKE 

A $130 mountain bike was 
taken from a locked storage 
area in the 800 block of Vector 
sometime before Monday, 
April 28. Police have no sus-
pects. 

VACUUM VANDALIZED 

A vending vacuum machine 

was reportedly vandalized at 
Classy Chassis Car Wash, 5790 
Canton Center sometime 
Saturday, April 26. $25 in 
coins were reportedly removed 
from the machine, which sus-
tained $150 in damage to the 
pried-open lock. The business'; 
owner told police that this inci- • 
dent was not the first. 

POT SMOKERS NABBED 

Two males, one 25 of 
Plymouth and the other of 
undisclosed age and residency-
were cited for possession of -' 
marijuana Monday, April 28 at • 
the Canton Softball Center, 
46555. 

A police report stated that an 
officer patrolling the area at 
about 11:15 p.m. smelled mari-
juana in the air and found the 
two males passing what was *1 

later revealed to be a marijua-
na cigarette near a parked 
vehicle. 

The officer approached the 
men and asked them what they 
were smoking - and upon 
learning that it was marijuana, 
ordered them to deposit it in 
an ash tray. 

A small bag containing 3.5 
grams of marijuana and the 
partially smoked joint contain-
ing .9 grams were confiscated 
during the incident. 

By Heather Needham 

N l 

SOFTWARE 
HARDWARE 

ACCESSORIES 
INCLUDING 

1,000'S OF C.D.'S 
SHAREWARE 

GAMES • BOOKS 
SCANNERS 
MONITORS 
MODEMS 

KEYBOARDS 
& MORE! 

mrnm 
180 

TABLES 

TRADE 
SELL 

SAVE UP 
TO 70% 

ON NEW AND 
USED PRODUCTS 

Friday Is setnp <tty, notaf cfeatefSfKrtfcfe 

CZZ 

SAVE 50% - BUILD 
YOUR OWN COMPUTER 

S e m J i w r b y C h u c k G r t f w 
" T H E C O M P U T E R G U R U " O F JHC 

FRIDAY (12PM - 8PM) Sign Up; Decide 
what system to build; Purchase hardware. 

SATURDAY (Class from 1PM - 8PM) 
(Class from 1PM - 6PM) 

QTHER 01 ASSPfi av/^ii flp| p. 

Gibraltar 
TRADE CENTER, INC, 

TAYLOR 
1-75 & EUREKA RD. 

( E X I T 36) 
734-287 -2000 

GIBRALTARTnADE.COM 

DESIGN A MOflp 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL 248-466-9368 

FREE 
|j FRIDAY ADMISSION j 
] with This Coupon | 
^ FRIDAY, MAY 2NO ONLY 0 E j 

Apply Day o r Night! I . f t 7 7 - T O P - R A T E 
B a n l < i n c C e n t e r s ' c h a r t e r o n e . c o m I W » I I W I l l r l I k 

Get Ice Cold Central Air for 
About $12 a Week 
Wouldn't it be great to have a 
new, ice-cold air conditioning 
system in your home? That 's 
good - Because this is a 
perfect time to get it! 

Each month, your old air 
conditioner "steals" energy 
dollars f r o m you. A new 
system may cut 30% off your 
energy bills. 

What's that promise? 
Many companies " ta lk" 

energy savings, but w o n ' t 
guarantee it. Why? Because 
installation m a k e s t h e 
difference! So we put our 
expertise at stake — 

N a t i o n a l H e a t i n g & 
Cooling guarantees that if 
you don't save at least 20% in 
energy use in the first year 
over your old central system, 
you'll get a check for the 
difference! We want to be held 
responsible. 

Plus, you'll get our "5-Year 
Worry-Free Warranty". Many 
companies make you pay 
labor to fix your new system! 

We don' t think that 's fair. We 
won ' t let you pay for repairs 
for 5 years with our system. 

The best reason to get ice-
cold air now is low payments! 
We can ' t continue this offer 
through summer while others 
are willing to pay full price. 

So your opportunity to get a 
new Carrier air conditioning 
system for about $12 a week 
gets slimmer each day you 
delay. (All while your old 
system is still robbing you!) 

No Decision or Cash Needed 
Find how much you can 

save with a new system...free 
with no obligation at all. 

That ' s right, just call (313) 
864-8443 and I ' l l send a 
friendly, professional Tech to 
assess your needs and let you 
know your savings— For free. 

The call and the survey 
are free. The sooner you call, 
the sooner you start saving. 
T h a t ' s National Heating & 
Cooling at (313) 864-8443. 

Based on 10 SEER system replacing an 8 SEER system with CitlFlnancial revolving credit @11.90%APR. 
We' want you to save morel Just call. 

V " 1 
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Scouts collect items for Army soldiers overseas 
. Scouts in the local area wanted to 

help members of the armed forces 
serving overseas, and did so in a big 
way. 

Cadette Troop 1451 and Junior 
Troop 1203 arranged for bins to be 
placed in Tonda Elementary School 
in Canton and Pioneer Middle 
School in Plymouth. Donations 
were then accepted for some 10 days 
in April, to be mailed in care pack-
ages to service members serving 
overseas. 

The girls collected baby wipes, 
candies, individually wrapped cook-
ies, books, personal toiletries and 
other items. The girls then sorted 
and filled 21 boxes to be shipped. 

The boxes were sent to four different 
Marines and an Army first sergeant 
from the 4th Aviation Battalion out 
of Fort Hood, Texas. 

The girls took the boxes to the 
Canton Post Office, filled out the 
customs forms and each signed for 
at least one box. 

The donations resulted from the 
effort of some 27 Girl Scouts repre-
senting Pioneer Middle School, 
West Middle School, Tonda 
Elementary School and Hulsing 
Middle School. 

Cadettes who participated includ-
ed Rhianon Hall. Katie Lebioda, 
Kristen Atwell, Lauren Patterson, 
Maggie Burr, Melissa Miller, and 

Sarah Mirsky, all students at Pioneer 
and Ria Barker and Lisa Foster stu-
dents at West Middle School in 
Plymouth. 

Juniors who took part include 
Cynthia Bradford, Mariah Hall, 
Marissa Williams, Lindsey Kubacki, 
Kaitlyn Stabile, Sarah Lindlbauer, 
and Samantha Maksimovic, stu-
dents at Tonda Elementary, and 
Jessica Bondy and Ishani Shah from 
Hulsing Elementary in Canton. 
Other scouts included Christine 
Benjamin, Caitlyn Elliott, Katie 
Davis, Celeste Alexander, Haley 
Babij, Rebecca Davenport, Katie 
Meagher, Anne Marie Shimbo, and 
Jane Stanton. 

Scouts organize the packages filled with 
Elementary and Pioneer Middle Schools, 

items they collected during a 10-day drive at Tonda 
before delivering them to the Canton post office. 

@ THE LIBRARY 

Did You Know? 
9 Learning to deal better with stress 
and be happy with our lives is the 
focus of "Don't Worry, Be Happy" a 
Special Multimedia Collection on our 

/Internet Branch? 
• Every cubic mile of sea water con-

ta ins approximately 8600 pounds of 
pure gold? 
H The average American will eat 
about 65 fresh apples or 19.6 pounds 
of apples per year? 
S Links from our Internet Branch to 
news resources around the world will 
help you keep up on current events? 
• If you were to spell out numbers, 

,,you would have to go to "one thou-
sand" before you would find the tetter 

< Children's 
I "Animal Sense" • Diane Ackerman 

j(nonfiction) 
"Ruby's Wish" • Shirin Yim Bridges 

^(picture book) 
"Over The River" • Sharelle Byars 

yi loranvi l le (fiction) 
"Bob" - Tracey Campbell Pearson 

^ p i c t u r e book) 
w H "Into The Labyrinth" - Roderick 
ijTownley (fiction) 
»•«£ 

"Shelby Toote: A Writer's Life" - C. 
^Stuar t Chapman (nonfiction) 

"W.C. Fields: A Biography" • James 
^Curt is (biography) 
C f l "Chopin's Funeral": Benita Eisler 
C(nonfiction) 

"Haunted Ground" • Erin Hart (fic-
QtiOn) 
R p "Sleep Toward Heaven" • Amanda 
jp fyre Ward (fiction) 

-QNew Teen Fiction 
? - . • "A Northern Light" - Jennifer 
HPon nelly 
p p "The Far Side Of Evil" - Sylvia Louise 
l^tngdahl 

"Geography Club" • Brent Hartinger 
Q® "Green Angel" • Alice Hoffman 
£ [ • "Claws: A Novel" - Will Weaver 
H -

jfjpw Videos and DVDs 
H B "Alice Adams" (DVD) 
p B "Fast Runner" (DVD and videocas-
usette) 
£ • "Sleepy Time Gal" (DVD) 

"Jane Goodall's Wild Chimpanzees" 
-(DVD) 
B "Chicago: City Of The Century" 

; (videocassette) 

New CD-ROMs 
! • " R o a d to Citizenship" 
; . • "ILumia: The World's First Digitally 
; Animated BibleS Encyclopedia" 
• • "Disne? Magic Artist: Cartoon 
I Maker" (ages 6+) 
! H"Wizmo's Workshop: Dragons Of 
; Frozzbokk" (ages 3-6) 

New CDs 
; • "Human Conditions" - Richard 
I Ashcroft 
; • "Next Big Thing" • Vince Gill 
' •"GrammyNominees2003" 
i • "Freedom: Songs From The Heart Of 

A m e n c a 
; M "For The Last Time: Live From The 

Astrodome" - George Strait 

"THiNKiNG 

ATURE 

(734) 
Our 

UNITED 
8919MIDDL' LIVONIA . 

Q E 0 8 Q 9 3 4 0 A 

BEST TIME TO BIIYI 

NOW BR • 
l U V M l h + i U t 

i 7«? S«Uu* Sty 
3 9 4 7 W . 1 2 M U e • 2 4 8 - 8 4 3 - 3 1 1 5 

M o f t - S a t 1 0 - 8 : 3 0 • F r i 1 0 - 8 
8 0 E 0 8 0 9 6 6 9 3 

FRIDAY. MAY 2 AND SATURDAY. MAY 3 - LAST TWO DAYS! 

SALE 

SAVE UP TO 49.00 Great select ion of separates f r o m 
your favorite New York and American female sports-
wear designers Reg. 29.00-98.00, sale 14.50-49.00 
IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE AT SELECTED STORES SELECTION VARIES BY STORE 

SAVE 34.01 Romant ic tops f r o m Ishyu in a variety of 

styles. Orig. 
BY STORE 

.00, sale 33.99. IN LADIES'SPORTSWEAR SELECTION VARIES 

SAVE UP TO 260.00 Enjoy incredible savings on a wide 
assortment of Barse sterling silver fashion jewelry. Choose 
f rom looks with turquo ise, coral, mother-of-pearl and more. 
Reg. 20 .00-520 .00 , sale 10.00-260.00. INJEWEUW. 

I J 

SAVE UP TO 20.00 Boys' and g i r ls ' Puma act ivewear 
in a variety of co l o r s and styles. Reg. 16 .00-40 .00 , sale 8.00-

J . IN CHILDREN'S. 

SAVE UP TO 247.50 Large select ion of classic two - and 
th ree-bu t ton w o o l su i ts f r o m Bill Blass and m c r s 
p i . . - . n „ _ j r o o - » c r i e n 
n c y . j . u u - t a o . v u , a d i e c m , u u .-u-.. 

VABli'S :5YS:0Rf 

SAVE UP TO 37.50 A large select ion of summer 
sandals from Franco Sarto, Nine West, AK Anne Klein, 
Bandoline, Whits Mountain, Two Lips, Rampage, 
Nina, relativity, Rocket Dog and more. Reg. 30.00-75.00, 
sale 15.00-37.50. IN WOMENS SHOES, size A N D SELECTION VARY BY STORE. 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

• I t • • 

1 your f irst day's purchases when you open a Parisian credit account and use it. Subject to credit approval. See an associate forestal ls. 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 2 4 - 8 1 8 5 . M O N D A Y T H R U SATURDAY, 9sOO A M TO 10:00 P M CST, A N D SUNDAY, 1 1 : 0 0 A M T O 7 : 0 0 P M CST. 

STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat . 10-9. . ' ^ . 

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover® LOCATED AT T H E VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, C O R N E R O F NORTH A D A M S R O A D A N D WALTON STREET^ 
AND LAUREL PARK P L A C E IN LIVONIA, CORNER C ? NEWBURGH ROAD A N D SIX M I L E ROAD. " 
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AROUND TOWN 

Boat Classes 
Dearborn Power Squadron is offering 

' two Boat Smart courses this spring. 
» Each course-is eight hours. On May 3 

and May 10, four hours each Saturday 
~ from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Alfred 
« Noble Library in Livonia. Call Joe at 

(313) 278-2734 for more information. 
;Pre-School Programs 
- Head Start programs are available for 
, 3- and 4-year-olds, offered by Starfish 
; Family Services, a teaming environ-
- ment preparing children for kinder-

garten. Michigan School Readiness 
Program for 4-year-olds is also avail-
able. For either, call (313) 541-4340 or 
(734) 326-6271. 

Fine A r t s Concert 
Pianist Paul Sullivan graces the stage 
at First Presbyterian Church of 
Northville for a concert in the sanctu-
ary at 7 p.m. Sunday, May 4. Contact 
Dr. Darlene Kuperus at (248) 349-0911 
for more information. 

Ann Arbor Youth Chorale Auditions 
The spring auditions are being held 
May 1-3 in the choir room of Huron 
High School in Ann Arbor. Contact 
ErinClaflinat (734) 996-4404 for. 
more information. 

School Registration 
Music matters at the School for the 

Performing Arts in Ann Arbor, and 
registration for summer camps, class-
es and lessons has begun. For fur-
ther information call (734) 995-4625 
or log on to the school's Web site at 
www.spa-aa.org. 

Caregivers Conference 
A free caregivers conference is being 
offered for seniors and anyone meet-
ing the needs of older senior adults. 
The conference will be held 6-8:45 
p.m. Wednesday, May 7, at the Summit 
on the Park. Everyone is welcome. To 
register, call (313) 937-8291. 

Crafters 
• Crafters are needed for the 16th annu-

al juried show on Saturday, Oct. 18. 
The show will run from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at West Middle School. Call Jan at 
(734) 844-1707 or e-mail 
theways@comcast.net. 

Preschool Registration 
Willow Creek Co-Op Preschool is 
accepting registrations for the 2003-
04 classes for 3 and 4-year-olds. Cal! 
Sherry Haskell at (734) 326-5735 for 
more information. 

Inline Roller Hockey Leagues 
Skatin Station II in Canton is accept-
ing registration for the spring season. 
One game a week. Call (734) 459-6401 
for more information. 

Crafters Wanted 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 

PUBLIC HEARING 

REPRQGRAMMING OF CDBG FUNDS AND 
PROGRAM AMENDMENT 

On Tuesday, May 13, 2003, at 7 p.m. in the Board meeting room, 
46000 Summit Parkway, Canton, Michigan, the Board , of Trustees 
will conduct a public hearing to consider the reprogramming of 
funds and the amendment of the FY 2002 CDBG final statement. 
The purpose is to reprogram funds from canceled and completed 
CDBG projects and to create a new project (Purchase of Lots for 
Affordable Housing) requiring amendment of the CDBG program. 
The following activities are to be canceled and the funds 
reprogrammed: F Y 1991 Canterbury Mews Recreation, $9,064.00; 
FY 1993 ADA Improvements, $2,020.00; FY 1993 Harrison Drain, 
$13,213.00; FY 1994 Nankin Transit, $5,000.00; FY 1995 Nankin 
Transit, $1,000.00; FY 1995 Family Service, $6,000.00; FY 1996 
Contingency $667.00; FY 1996 Nankin Transit, $960.00; FY 1997 
Contingency, $745.00; FY 1998 Salvation Army, $13,000; FY 1998 
Harrison Drain, $31,474.57; FY 1999 Canterbury Mews Barrier-
free Assessment, $3,000.00; FY 1999 HelpSource. $950.00; FY 1999 
Salvation Army, $9,100.00. All funds to be reprogrammed to FY 
2002 Human Services Center Construction ($25,456); and FY 2002 
Affordable Housing Lots Purchase ($70,737.57) (new project). 
Written comments or requests for information should be directed 
to: Gerald Martin, Development Specialist, Community Services 
Division, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan 48188, 
(734) 394-5194. 

TERRY BENNETT, Clerk 

Publish: April 24 and May 1, 2003 
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St. Thomas a'Becket Church in Canton 
is accepting applications for the 
Christmas Craft Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 6. Interested crafters 
should contact Gloria at (734) 981-
0279. 

Volunteer Training 
First Step, the Western Wayne County 
Project on Domestic and Sexual 
Violence, is looking for volunteers. 
Call (734) 416-111, Ext. 202, for more 
information. 

Plymouth Community Chorus 
The annual spring concert entitled 
Broadway Legends w\\ be presented 
at 8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, May 3-
4, at the new Northville High School. 
Call (734) 455-4080 for information 
on ticket purchase or go to www.ply-
communitychorus.org. 

Drug Workshop 
This is a two part series. Part One, 
"Teens Using Drugs: What To Know," 
will be presented 7:30-9 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, May 6, and June 3, at St. . ' 
Joseph Mercy Hospital Education 
Center, Classroom EC4,5305 Elliot 
Drive, Ypsilanti. It will provide infor-
mation on understanding and recog-
nizing teen substance abuse prob-
lems. Part Two is "What To Do," and 
will be presented 7:30-9 p.m. Tuesdays 
May 13 and June 10. This will provide 
information on what should and 
should not be done when a teen sub-
stance abuse probiem is identified, 

and will include a recovering teen 
speaker. 

Preschool Registration 
The Plymouth Salvation Army is open-
ing registration for its preschool pro-
grams for fall 2003. The 3-year-old 
program is on Tuesday and Thursday 
and the 4-year-old program runs • 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. For 
more information, call Peggy at (734) 

1459-1358 or (734) 453-5464, Ext. 25. 
Fish Fry 

Fox Hills Golf & Banquet Center is 
again hosting an "All You Can Eat" 
Friday night fish fry or pasta dinner at 
the Fox Classic Clubhouse from 5-9 
p.m. The cost is $8.75 per person. 

Nursery Co-op Registration 
Plymouth Children's Nursery Co-op 
registration has begun for the 2003-
2004 school year. Openings for 3- and 
4-year-olds, various class times and 
days, CallNola Wellmanat (734) 453-
0595 for information. 

Storytime 
Peggy Price Heiney presents a special 
story t ime for children ages 5-7. 
Stories, creative dramatics and book 
selection round out this monthly ses-
sion at the Plymouth Library. 
Registration is required. Call (734) 
453-0750 for further information. 

Plymouth Symphony 
Plymouth Symphony League is 
launching the 2003 Greater Detroit 
Area Entertainment Book Sale. The 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 

COMMENT PERIOD 

REPROGRAMMING OF CDBG FUNDS 
AND 

PROGRAM AMENDMENT 

Beginning on May 1, 2003, and for 30 days thereafter, the Charter 
Township of Canton will accept public comment on the 
reprogramming - of funds and amendment to the FY 2002 
Community Development Block Grant final statement. The 
purpose is to reprogram funds from canceled and completed CDBG 
projects and to reprogram funds to a new activity, FY 2002 
Affordable Housing Contingency (for Purchase of Lots for 
Affordable Housing or Housing Rehabilitation). The following 
activities are to be canceled and the funds reprogrammed: FY 2000 
Ridesource, $7,000; FY 2000 Adult Day Care, $3,000; FY 2000 
Mediation Service, $2,000; FY 2000 Growth Works, $1,055; FY 
2001 Michigan Avenue Playground, $3,300; FY 2001 Mediation 
Service, $2,500; FY 2001 Growth Works, $10,500. Total to be 
reprogrammed: $29,355. Written comments or requests for 
information should be directed to: Gerald Martin, Development 
Specialist, Resource Development Division, 1150 S. Canton Center 
Road, Canton, Michigan 48188, (734) 394-5194, Extension 5194. 

TERRY BENNETT, 
Clerk 

Publish: May 1,2003 
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cost is $30. Place your order at the 
Plymouth Symphony Office or call 
Mary Thomas at (734) 453-3016. 

Free Blood Pressure Screening 
Free blood pressure screenings will be 
taken at the Plymouth District Library 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday of every month. No 
appointment is necessary. Call (734) 
453-0750 for further information. 

Recreation Registration 
The City of Plymouth is now taking 
registration for its classes for all 
ages. Classes include gymnastics, 
dance, core body exercise, tots jump-
a-rama, tae-kwon-do, personal devel-
opment, aerobics, clogging, senior 
trips and programs and much more. 
Call (734) 455-6620 for more informa-
tion. 

CLUBS 

Northville Genealogical Society 
Preserving Your History w\W be pre-
sented by Donna B. Ellis, member of 
the Association of Personal 
Historians. The meeting will be held 
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, May 4, at the 
Northville District Library. 

Kiwanis Evening Ciub 
Meetings are held at Station 885 at < 
6:30 p.m. each Tuesday evening. 
Visitors are always welcome, for more 
information, contact Charline Miller at 
(734)455-4782. 

Mothers & More 
The Wayne County chapter of Mothers 
& More meets twice a month in 
Plymouth. Call (866) 841-9140, Ext. 
4329, or visit Web site motherSand-

more63@onebox.com., 
Exchange Ciub of Canton 

Meetings are held the second and . 
fourth Monday at Palermo's 
Restaurant in Canton. 

P/C Vietnam Vets of America 
Chapter No. 528 meets every second 
Monday of the month at the American 
Legion Post No. 32,9318 Newburgh, 
Livonia. If you were a U.S. serviceman 
or woman and served between 1961 
and 1975, you can join the Vietnam 
Vets. Visit the Web site for more infor-
mation, 

BNI Plymouth II 
The Plymouth Chapter II BNI Group 
meets Wednesdays at 7 a.m. at Denny's 
Restaurant located at 1-275 and Ann 
Arbor Road. The organization is looking 
for new members. Please call (734) 459-
5696 for further information. 

BPW 
The Plymouth Business and 
Professional Women's Club meets the 
third Monday of each month .at 6:30 
p.m. at the Atlantis Restaurant on Ann 
Arbor Road. Guests are welcome. For 
more information and dinner reserva-
tions, contact Mary Brooks at (734) 
420-0320. 

SEPAC 
Open to all residents of the Plymouth 
Canton community as well as school 
staff and administrators, SEPAC 
(Special Education Parent Advisory 
Committee) meets 7-9 p.m. every sec-
ond Monday of the month at 
Discovery Middle School in Canton. 

• For additional information, contact 
Rich Ham-Kucharski, (734) 844-1714. 

Read Taste Sunday 

Open House 
Monday, May 5 th 

• Small Classes 
• Hands-on Learning 

• Individualized Instruction 
A U this and more at 

New Morning School 
14501 Ilaggerty Road • Plymouth 

Y j r 734-420-3331 
™ * ww.newmorningschool.com 

9:00-11:15 a.m. 
• 9:00-1 l:15...Parent 
and C hild \c l i \ i l i cs 

• Kl:l)(l...Parent 
Discussion 

• Call liida\ to 
Register) 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUPLIC MEETINGS 

Hie Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: May 1,2003 
L OE0S096S8S 

N E T R Y 

A Lifetime of Choices? 

Spring Clean-Up 

Cabinetry For Every Room 
On Sale Now 

Free CookwareWith Purchase. 
*Minimum purchase of 

10 HomeCrest kitchen or bath cabinets 
to qualify for special offer. 
Offer ends June 15, 2003 

Accepting New Patients... 

James Lee, D.O. 
Family Practice 

Oakwood Healthcare Genter 
Canton 

Provid ing qual i ty 

; care to southeast 
M i r l i i r r ^ n ^ " j r p i l i n e 

O " 

Fluent in English 
and Korean. 

l b make an J 
appointment, calj 
888.SEE.A.DOC. j 

Shown: Maple Crest with Mocha Glaze 

41900 Ford Rd. 
TRENTON 

2836 W. Jefferson 

P D F O E 0 6 0 9 6 7 0 9 

Oakwood 
Designed Around YotT 

7300 Canton Center Rd. 
Ginton, Michigan 

CAHTtSH «H 

http://www.spa-aa.org
mailto:theways@comcast.net
mailto:more63@onebox.com
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All Day EVERYDAYLOW PRICES! c g C 

Hours: 
Mon.-Sat. 9-7 

Sun. 9-6 
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110 W. Ann Arbor Rd. 
At Lilley Road • Plymouth 

(1 Mile W. of 1-275 • Exit 28) 

(734) 453-2535 
BEER 

24 Pack Cans 
Bud • Bud Light • Miller Lite • Fosters 

Labatt Blue • Blue Light • Coors Light 

$15.99 + tax/dep. 
Everyday Price! 

MOLSON CANADIAN 
C L O S E OUT! 

5 Ltr. 
Red Wing Can 

$10.99 
+ t a x / d e p , 

DAIRY 
6 4 O z . 

T R O P I C A N A 

ORANGE JUICE 
Pure Premium 

$ 5 00 
$ 

s 
COUPON 

Free Beverage 
16 oz. Coke Red Wings Can 

or 
20 oz. Deja Blue Water 

(Additional 6 Packs $1.99) 
No Purchase Necessary 

Your Choice With Coupon 
j _ Ex£. 5/15/03 j 

MOTHER'S DAY 
MAY 11, 2003 
Let Us Help Take Care of Mom! 

Great Selection of Flowers, Planters and Hanging Baskets 

Cooking for Mom? 
We have the Best Meat in Town! 

Ocean Fresh 
S W O R D F I S : 

S T E A K S q > J . 7 4 l b . 

T U N A ( h e Q Z 
S T E A K S . l | O * 7 0 l b . 

Save $2.00 Per Lb. 

I Want My 

BABY BACK RIBS! 

$3.92 lb. 
Great With Bone Suckin' Sauce $4.79 

24 Pack Cube 
Coors Light 

§£$13.99 

12 Pack Bottle 
Corona 

$11.99 
+ tax/dep 

24 Pack Cube 
Miller 

Lite • Gen. Draft 
$13.99 

+ tax/dep 

NEW! 
Half & Half 

Twisted Tea_. 

$6.99|®| 
6 Pack + tax/dep 

18 Pack Can 
Bud • Bud Light 

$10.99 
+ tax/dep 

12 Pack Bottle 
Sam Adams 
Lager/Light/Summer 

d ? Q Q Q + tax/dep 
with 

Reg. $12.99 

12 Pack Bottle 
Heineken 

$11.99 
+ tax/dep 

12 Pack Bottle 
Labatt 

Blue/BlueLight 
$8.99 

+ tax/dep 

MEAT/DELI/SEAFOOD 
G r a n d C h a m p i o n A n g u s 

TOP SIRLOIN $ V 7 
r i m i i t r r \ —^ l b . STEAKS BONELESS 

GROUND Nice 
ROUND 'n Lean $ 

l 
66 

l b . 

Jumbo 

COOKED SHRIMP 
21/25 CT. 

$9.94 lb. 
Homemade Cocktail Sauce $1.99 lb. 

WINE CELLAR 

A1J V a n e l . t l s 
7 5 0 m l 

BLACKSTONE 
S y 9 9 

L U N A DI L U N A 

S 7 9 9 Scisi»u>vest' M i ' r l u t : 
M e i l n l ( ( l h c i n e t 

£ h a r d P i o o t G r i g j o : 

FRANCIS COPPOLA 
D I A M O N D 

( i i . l l J ( 
. \ W l o i 
7«50 m l 

$ 1 0 " 4 * 

3 
COOKS 

99 EXTRA DRY 
l i H l I 
75<i m l 

7 5 0 m l 

HESS SELECT 

«12'™ m 
M U C H I C A M ' S f ! M £ S ! ? 

lusl Kclctisctl - 2002 

Chateau Grand Traverse' 
L . u e H a r v e s t R i e ' J i n g 

v . J ' V ' A - 1 - V * C / \ Q Q 

b Lvcrvonc's> Limited 
favorite s- ^ 7 5 0 M I s u p p l \ 

01 Leonard Kreusch 
Piesporter 1.5 Ltr $5.99 

01 Toasted Head Chard.... $11.99 
00 Estancia Cabernet Sauv.. $12.99 
01 Kendall Jackson Chard... $9.99 
OOBuckeley's Cab/Merlot . . . . .$5.99 
02 Yellow Tail (all varietals)... $499 
OlB&GVouvray ..$7.99 
99 Forestville Shiraz $499 
99 Leonardo Chianti Classico... $5.99 
00 Chateau Barat Bordeaux... $10.99 
00 Louis Bernard Cotes 

du Rhone 
00 Melodic dAmour Cotes . 

du Rhone $1499 
00 Paraduxx Napa Red .$47.99 
00 Cakebread Cabernet... $54.99 
01 Cakebread Chardonnay... 

. $ 3 2 . 9 9 

98 Jordan Cabernet Sauv.. ....$39.99 
OOHStag's Leap Cab Sauv... $5499 
02 Cloudy Bay Sauv Blanc... ..$22.99 
99 Duck Horn Napa Merlot... $45.99 

A"' GROCERY 
B u y 1 , 

G e t 1 

CHI-CHI'S 
Fiesta Round Tortilla Chi 

$1 99 
17 oz. Bag JL 

GREAT LAKES CHARCOAL 
Hardwood Blend 

$ C 9 
20 lb . B a g 

O • SALE GOOD THRU MAY 3rd, 2003 • 

\ 

\ • 
J 
X 
I 

\ 

\ 
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FORUM 
FROM PAGE A1 

Staley decided not to seek re-
election, citing family reasons. 

Candidates will each be 
given a one-minute opening 
statement. League representa-
tives will collect written ques-
tions from audience partici-
pants before and during the 

forum. Candidates will each 
get a one-minute response to 
each question. 

Candidates then will close 
the forum with a two-minute 
summation. 

The Plymouth District 
Library is located at 223 Main 
in downtown Plymouth. For 
more information on the 
forum, call (734) 459-2700. 

b k a d r i c h @ o e . h o r o e c o m m . n e t I (T34) 4 5 9 - 2 7 0 0 

Make The Call 
Make The Move 

Don't Delay 
for Best Selection 

Active senior living can be just one phone call 
away thanks to The Meadows of Livonia— 
an independent rental apartment community 
for adults 55-t-. 

• One- and two- bedroom fioorplans 
• Maintenance-free living 
• Emergency response system 
• Fully equipped kitchens 
• Educational 

programs/ 
social events 

Smith 

MURDER 
FROM PAGE A1 

CASE STILL OPEN 

In Canton, the case is far 
from closed, as police continue 
to focus on the relationship 
between Smith, a University of 
Michigan computer studies 

student and 
-mm 1997 Canton 
. m High School 

I K j graduate and 
"j j Copperstone, 

47, of 
Belleville. 

Canton 
police Sgt. 
Todd Mutchler 
said there is 

little doubt who killed Smith, 
who died of gunshot wounds 
fired by two different firearms. 

"We believe Thomas 
Copperstone was (solely) 
responsible for (Smith's) death. 
But there are many unan-
swered questions - and many 
of them will remain forever 
unanswered." 

Mutchler said police believe 
Smith and Copperstone met 
while she was working as a 
topless dancer at Leggs Lounge 
in Van Buren Township in 
2001. But Smith had not 
worked at the bar for at least a 
year and most recently worked 
for Mail Boxes Inc. 

Copperstone quit his job 
with the Gale Group in 

December, 2002. 

WHODUNIT IN BELLEVILLE 

Another mystery is who 
killed Copperstone's daughter, 
April, whose remains were 
believed to have been discov-
ered by Belleville Police last 
week buried in a fruit cellar at 
her father's residence. 

Mutchler said that one theo-
ry is that Copperstone, not 
Smith, killed his daughter and 
falsely blamed Smith in his ' 
confessional letter, recovered 
from a storage unit by 
Copperstone's brother. 

"We are open to any and all 
possibilities," Mutchler said. 

Here is a roundup of what 
Canton police are doing: 

• scanning computer hard 
drives that belonged to Smith 
and Copperstone to determine 
a possible e-mail relationship 
between the two; 

• talking to friends and fam-
ily to help determine the extent 
of Smith and Copperstone's 
relationship - which was 
apparently kept secret from 
Smith's family; 

• awaiting ballistics test 
results to determine which gun 
was used to kill Copperstone's 
daughter, April, 17; 

• analyzing a letter 
Copperstone apparently had 
written to his brother, outlin-
ing details of his 17-year-old 
daughter April's death. In that 
letter, Copperstone blamed 
Smith for his daughter's mur-

Call Today: 7 3 4 / 5 2 2 - 1 1 5 1 

T V i p M p a 
Senior Apartment 

Community Of Livonia 
28811 Jamison, Livonia at 

P D F B O E 0 8 0 9 6 2 8 6 

!Hands0n UPDATE 
tenter Presented by 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

HELP FOR STROKE VICTIMS 
This year , m o r e t h a n 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 sate f o r losses, a n d d e v e l o p n e w 

A m e r i c a n s w i l l h a v e s t r o k e s t ha t sk i l l s . 
m a y l e a v e t h e m w i t h t e m p o r a r y P a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a n i n t e n s i v e 
o r p e r m a n e n t w e a k n e s s o n o n e p r o g r a m o f p h y s i c a l t h e r a p y 
s i d e o f t h e i r b o d i e s , as w e l l as w i t h i n 4 8 h o u r s o f h a v i n g a 
p r o b l e m s w i t h s e e i n g , r e a d i n g , s t r o k e is i m p e r a t i v e t o e n s u r e 
m e m o r y , a n d / o r s p e e c h . A s a o p t i m u m r e c o v e r y a n d p e r f o r m -
resu l t , s t r o k e p a t i e n t s a re l i k e l y t o a n c e l e v e l s . In a d d i t i o n , p h y s i c a l 
h a v e d i f f i c u l t y c a r i n g f o r t h e i r t h e r a p y s e s s i o n s s h o u l d b e 
p e r s o n a l needs , p r e p a r i n g m e a l s , s c h e d u l e d a t l e a s t f i v e d a y s a 
g e t t i n g a r o u n d , a n d p a r t i c i p a t i n g w e e k . I f y o u h a v e h a d a s t r o k e , 
i n w o r k a n d l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s , o r a r e e x p e r i e n c i n g p a i n o r 
D e s p i t e t h e s e c h a l l e n g e s , h o w - r e d u c e d r a n g e o f m o t i o n , a s k 
ever , m a n y p e o p l e r e t u r n t o t h e i r y o u r p h y s i c i a n f o r a r e f e r r a l t o 
h o m e s a n d l e a r n t o l i v e i n d e - t h e H A N D S O N C E N T E R F O R 
p e n d e n t , p r o d u c t i v e l i v e s w i t h P H Y S I C A L T H E R A P Y l o c a t e d in 
t h e s k i l l e d h e l p o f a n o t c u p a - P l y m o u t h , a t 6 5 0 S o u t h M a i n 
t i o n a l t h e r a p i s t . T h i s i m p o r t a n t S t r e e t . O u r s e r v i c e s i n c l u d e 
m e m b e r o f t h e h e a l t h c a r e t e a m t h e r a p e u t i c m a s s a g e , m y o f a s c i a l 
h e l p s s t r o k e p a t i e n t s l e a r n n e w re l ease , a n d c r a n i a l - s a c r a l t h e r - . 
w a y s t o m a n a g e t h e i r d a i l y tasks, apy . To l e a r n m o r e , c a l l 4 5 5 -
i n c r e a s e t h e i r s t r e n g t h , c o m p e n - 8 3 7 0 . 

P.S. Occupational therapists may also help stroke patients by evaluating their home 
g modifications that eliminate hazards and promote environments and proposing i 

self-sufficiency. 
L 0 6 0 8 0 9 5 5 9 0 

der, stating that she had acci-
dentally killed her with a .22 
caliber handgun. 

AWAITING GAME 

In Belleville, Police Chief 
Paul Davis said they are await-
ing autopsy results from the 
Wayne County Medical 
Examiner's office to determine 
the identity of the mummified 
remains. Meanwhile, a missing 
persons report on April 
Copperstone was still in force 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Once the body is positively 
identified as Copperstone's, the 
case will likely be closed in 
Belleville, Davis said. 

"Any person we think may 
have knowledge about how she 
died is dead. Basically, this is 
the most absurd homicide case 
I've ever been involved in." 

Like Canton police, Belleville 
police are trying to sort fact 
from hearsay. After conducting 
extensive interviews with 
neighbors, friends and family, 
Belleville police learned that 
Thomas Copperstone had sole 
custody of his daughter since 
she was 5 and that he had a 
rocky relationship with his ex-
wife. 

Belleville police also 1 
earned that April Copperstone, 
who was developmental^ dis-
abled and had multiple sclero-
sis, was pulled from public 
schooling in 1999 for being 
disruptive. 

Van Buren Public Schools 
Superintendent Larry Tabor 
confirmed that Copperstone 
had been a Van Buren student 
until she was a middle schooler 
in 1999 and that she had not 
been expelled. 

"There are so many unan-
swered questions in this case 
that it's unbelievable," Davis 
said. 

h n e e d h a m @ o e . f i o m e c o m m . n e t 
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LAYOFFS 
FROM PAGE A1 

the high school environment," 
she said. 

"We should look at as 
many non-instructional areas 
as we can to improve this situa-
tion." 

School board President 
Elizabeth Givens said the reali-
ty of the situation is that there 
aren't too many areas left for 
the district to cut. 

"When 85 percent of the 
budget is people, there is only 
so much program which can be 
cut," she said. 

"We were in this position last 
year, and every one of the 
teachers who was laid off was 
recalled. 

"We'd like to do that recall as 
soon as possible," added Givens, 
"that's why we instituted the 
retirement incentive." 

Last year, the board laid off 
18 teachers. 

However, because of increas-
ing enrollment, all were called 
back and the district hired 
nearly a dozen additional 
teachers. 

Chuck Portelli, president of 
the Plymouth-Canton 
Education Association, which 
represents approximately 1,000 
teachers, said he's not overly 
concerned at the announced 
layoffs. 

"I think it's just 
procedural right now," said 
Portelli. 

"I think they believe 
there's going to be a student 
increase, and that's going to 
help negate some of this, as 
well as the 20 people we cur-
rently have taking the sever-
ance offer, and we might have a 
few more. I think it's going to 
take care of itself." 
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Robert Widmaier 
Private services for Robert 

Widmaier, 80, of Plymouth 
will be held at a later date. 

Mr. Widmaier was born 
March 29,1923, in Grosse 
Pointe and died April 23 in 
Plymouth. He was a builder of 
custom homes in Plymouth for 
45 years. 

He lived his whole life in 
Plymouth. He loved 
Plymouth. He was a loving 
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather. 

Survivors include 
children, Alice (Terry) 
Everson and Rebecca 
(Jerry) Campbell; grandchil-
dren, Steven (Shannon) 
Everson and Donovan (Sally) 
Campbell; and great-grand-
children, Gavin and Shelby 
Everson and Chase and Stone 
Campbell. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Harold E. Hlckey 
Services for Harold Hickey, 

77, of South Carolina were held 
April 28 at Forest Hills 
Cemetery with the Rev. 
Shelton Sanford officiating. 

Mr. Hickey was born in 
Coldwater and died April 26 in 
South Carolina. He was the 
retired owner of Harold E. 
Hickey Construction Agency 
and was a U.S. Army Air Corp 
veteran of World War II. He 
was of the Catholic faith. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Darlene Connell 
Hickey. 

Survivors include son, 
Thomas L. Hickey of 
Plymouth; daughter, Donna S. 
Hickey of Rock Hill, S.C.; and 
two grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Hospice & 
Community Care, 325 S. 
Oakland Ave., Rock Hill, SC 
29730. 

Arrangements made by 
Greene Funeral Home. 

Patricia Ann Woznick 
A memorial service for 

Patricia Woznick, 73, of 
Plymouth will be held at 9 
a.m., May 2 at St. John 
Neumann Catholic Church 
with the Rev. George Charnley 
officiating. 

Mrs. Woznick was born Sept. 
5,1929, in Detroit and died 
April 22 in Plymouth. She was 
a registered nurse. 

Survivors include daughters, 
Karen Cornwall, Anne Garcia, 
Sharon Pfaff and Patricia 
Woznick; sons, Joseph 
Woznick and Michael 
Woznick; eight grandchildren; 
and many great-grandchildren. 

Arrangements made by 
Neely-Turowski Funeral 
Home. 

Betty J. Wallace 
Services for Betty Wallace, 

72. of Westland were held 
April 29 at the Vermeulen 
Funeral Home with Paul D. 
Hopersberger officiating. 
Burial was at Glen Eden 
Memorial Park in Livonia. 

Mrs. Wallace was born June 
12,1930, in Walbridge, Ohio 
and died April 25 at Oakwood 
Hospital. She was a secretary 
in material handling. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Jill A. Wallace of Canton; son, 
Mark E. Wallace; son, Scott 
Wallace; and granddaughters, 
Laura and Lynda. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Serge B. Dioso 
Services for Serge Dioso, 17, 

of Plymouth were held May 1 
at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Catholic Church with 
the Rev. Elias Salomon officiat-
ing. Burial was at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in 
Southfield. 

Mr. Dioso was born Oct. 22, 
1986, in Detroit and died April 
26 in Superior Township. He 
was a high school student. He 
was a member of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Catholic 
Church. 

Survivors include parents, 
Sergio (Ellen) Dioso of 
Plymouth; sister, Stefanie 
Dioso; grandmother, Pascuala 
Bongabong; and many aunts, 
uncles and cousins. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Howard William Waldrop 
Services for Howard 

Waldrop, 91, of Plymouth were 
held April 30 at Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church in 
Farmington. 

Mr. Waldrop was born April 
3,1912, in Rome, Ga., and died 
April 27 in Livonia. He had 
been employed by Ford Motor 
Company. 

Mr. Waldrop was 
preceded in death by his wife, 
Margaret Elizabeth, in 1993; 
and wife, Agnes Geraldine, in 
2 0 0 1 . 

Survivors include daughter, 
Libby (Joseph) Panetta of 
Farmington; son, Howard 
(Karen) Waldrop of Ann 
Arbor; sister, Bertha Kerr of 
Greenville, S.C.; three grand-
children; and seven great-
grandchildren. 

Arrangements made by 
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral 
Home. 

Cleatus V. Schnegg 
Services for Cleatus 

Schnegg, 87, of Plymouth, were 
held May 1 at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Schnegg was born Aug. 
11,1915, in Ashley, Ind., 
and died April 27 in Ann 
Arbor. 

She was raised in Ashley, 
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and then came to Plymouth 
where she resided for over 50 
years. She was a homemaker 
and a school crossing guard 
with the Plymouth schools in 
the 1970s and 1980s. She was 
a member of Plymouth First 
Baptist Church and was 
involved with the Plymouth 
Senior activities. She loved to 
garden and enjoyed flowers, in 
particular indoor violets. She 
also enjoyed knitting and cro-
cheting. 

Mrs. Schnegg was preceded 
in death by her husband, Paul; 
brother, Denzel Adams; and 
sister, Oneida Redd. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Gail (Fred) Walters of 
Tecumseh; grandchildren, 
Nathan (Alana) Walters of St. 
Clair Shores, Julia Walters of 
Chicago, Jacob and Caleb 
Walters, both of Tecumseh; 
and great-granddaughter, 
Cayla. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Jean G. Barnes 
Services for Jean Barnes, 78, 

of Canton will be held May 2 at 
St. John Neumann Catholic 
Church. 

Mrs. Barnes was born July 
13,1924. in Detroit and died 
April 28 at Huron Valley Sinai 
Hospital. She worked in the 
education field as a teacher. 

Survivors include husband, 
James; son, Michael (Cheri) 
Barnes; daughters, Jane 
(Arthur) O'Donohue and 
Dusty (Marc) Kozloff; brothers 
and sisters, Ruth Wagner, 
Marion Lyman and Doris 
Brejeck; three grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Alzheimer's 
Association, 17220 W. 12 Mile, 
Site 100, Southfield, MI 
48076. 

Share a "Memorial Tribute" 
with the family at griffinfuner-
alhome.com. 

Arrangements made by L.J. 
Griffin Funeral Home-Canton 
Chapel. 

Daniel W. Jury 
Services for Daniel Jury, 51, 

of Canton, were held April 28 
at Holy Transfiguration 

Orthodox Church with the 
Rev. Michael Matsko officiat-
ing. 

Burial was at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Detroit. 

Mr. Jury was born Nov. 
5,1951, in Detroit and • 
died April 22 in Grand 
River Hospital. He was an 
engineer. 

Survivors include father, 
Daniel Jury of Plymouth; son, 
Jonathan Jury of Grand 
Rapids; brother, Robert P. 
(Laura) Jury of Rochester; 
brother, Gregory (Fara) Jury of 
Oakland Township; nephews, 
Steven and Charlie; and nieces 
Elena and Tanya. 

Memorial contributions may 

be made to Holy 
Transfiguration Orthodox , 
Church, 36075 W. Seven Mile, 
Livonia, MI 48160. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

iva Lee Burcham 
Services for Iva Lee 

Burcham, 86, of Plymouth 
were held April 26 at 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home in Plymouth. 

Mrs. Burcham was 
born Dec. 4,1916, in 
Huntington, W. Va., and 
died April 23 in Plymouth. 
She was a member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star in 
Martin, Ky. 

Mrs. Burcham was preceded 
in death by her husband, , *, 
Zollie; son, Roger; and daugh-*'} 
ter, Alice Marlene. 

Survivors include children, 1 

Betty VanKeuren of 
Cheboygan, Jim (Gloria) -• 
Burcham of Plymouth; -1' 
and Florence Burcham of 
Gautier, Miss.; seven grand- ; 
children; and six great-grand- • 
children. ' -

Memorial contributions may * 
be made to the Children's r-i 
Leukemia Foundation of 
Michigan or the Michigan 
Humane Society. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 
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EDITORIALS • LETTERS • COLUMNS 

OUR VIEWS 

Cops are solid 
in murder probe 

For Canton Township police, this much is certain: The 
people believed to be responsible for the deaths of Jessica 
S m i t h , 23 , A p r i l C o p p e r s t o n e , 19, a n d T h o m a s 
Copperstone, 47, are dead. 

Smith was found dead of multiple gunshot wounds 
April 20 in a Canton motel room; Copperstone apparent-
ly commi t t ed suicide in W a s h t e n a w County 's Lima 
Township April 21 and his daughter, April Copperstone, 
is believed to have died Nov. 12,2001, of gunshot wounds 
at her father's Belleville residence. 

Police may never know who killed whom, or why, in the 
most bizarre case in Canton since the man who kept his 
wife's body in a freezer back in the 1980s. 

Reason enough to close the case and move on, right? 
Wrong, if you're the Canton police. 

Cops are, by nature, inquisitive beasts, and they like to 
solve as much of the case as possible. Clearing the case 
isn't always enough; sometimes answers must be found. 

And, while police are reasonably sure Copperstone 
killed Smith, a 1997 Canton High School graduate, in his 
room at the Days Inn, they still don't know why, and 
they're trying to find out. 

"We believe Thomas Copperstone was (solely) responsi-
ble for (Smith's) death," said Sgt. Todd Mutchler. "But 
there are many unanswered questions - and many of 
them will remain forever unanswered." 

That won' t keep Canton cops f rom trying to piece 
t o g e t h e r t h e d e t a i l s of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
Copperstone, a former Gale Group employee, and Smith, 
who used to d a n c e a t Leggs Lounge in Van Buren 
Township. 

Toward t h a t end , pol ice a r e scann ing compu te r s 
belonging to Smith and Copperstone, talking to friends 
and family of both, waiting for ballistics tests and analyz-
ing a letter apparently written by Copperstone that accus-
es Smith of killing Copperstone's 19-year-old daughter 
some 18 months ago. 

Since the people who hold the answers to these ques-
tions are dead, police are skeptical they'll ever find all the 
answers. 

But it's good to see the Canton police pursuing the 
investigation so vigorously. Cynics will say they're just 
doing their job. 

But we believe it's a job worth doing and a job well 
done, and we don't mind saying so. 

Time to clean up 
state's waste laws 

We all create waste. The more we. consume, the more 
waste we create. 

Area residents have been outraged to discover that 
Toronto is sending all its trash to a Michigan landfill in 
Sumpter Township. 

Attempts to ban importation of trash from Ontario and 
neighboring states have met with a constitutional road-
block. Federal courts have ruled that trash is an interstate 
commodity and interstate trade is constitutionally under 
tjie jurisdiction of the federal government. In addition, 
tjie North American Free Trade Agreement allows for the 
importation of trash from Canada. 
»Federal a n d s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s a n d Gov. J e n n i f e r 

drranholm have proposed several initiatives to deal with 
this problem. 
' Sen. Debbie Stabenow has proposed that importing 

trash from Canada be stopped until the trash meets exist-
ing env i ronmen ta l laws a n d passes Envi ronmenta l 
Protection Agency inspection for hazardous materials. 
( M i c h i g a n a lso e x p o r t s s o m e h a z a r d o u s w a s t e to 
Canadian landfills). 

In a letter to Wayne State University students for a 
repor t on impor t ing t rash , Granholm wrote: "While 
out-of-state waste is a serious problem, 80 percent of 
t j i e t o t a l t r a s h p u t in o u r l a n d f i l l s c o m e s f r o m 
ijlichigan, and we must work to reduce the amount of 
trash we create." 
• To tha t end we support the governor s proposals to 

clean up our own trash disposal policies. 
1 We agree with the governor tha t the Department of 

Environmental Quality should increase its inspections of 
landfills to be sure that the landfills do not accept items 
prohibited by Michigan law such as motor oil and car bat-
teries, 
I We also support a proposal to expand the state's bottle 

and can deposit law to include more categories. 
• The fight for a clean environment begins with us. 
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Heather Jahn of Canton, 12, grimaces as she passes under the waterfall in the Lazy River during an open swim last week at the Summit on the Park. 

MEAP cuts benefit health 
I have been hearing and reading with 

disbelief the attacks on Gov. Granholm's 
proposed budget. 

After the proposed budget was 
announced, everyone, Democrats and 
Republicans alike, could do nothing but 
praise the outstanding job she did to cut 
approximately $1.7 billion out of the 
budget without making massive cuts to 
necessary government services. 

Now, it seems that some people have 
just had to try to find something to dis-
agree with in the governor's budget and 
they have chosen the cut in Merit 
Scholarships as their point of contention. 

The money that is being disputed comes 
from the big tobacco lawsuit settlement of 
a few years ago. The state was awarded 
this money because it was able to prove 
that Michigan taxpayers had suffered 
damages as a result of the enormous 
amounts of tax dollars that had to be spent 
on treating smoking-related illnesses and 
related costs. Therefore, it seems obvious 
that those settlement dollars should be 
spent on state health-related issues. 

The individuals who are crying foul 
over using the tobacco lawsuit settlement 
funds to help alleviate further cuts to 
state health programs try to back their 
position by alleging that the voters of this 
state had voted against using the tobacco 
lawsuit settlement money for. health care 
rather than Merit Scholarships last year. 

Unfortunately, these individuals are con-
fused. The people of this state did not vote 
against using the tobacco settlement funds 
for health care. Rather, we voted against a 
very specific proposal that was put on the 
ballot last year, which would have amended 
our state constitution and diverted the 
tobacco settlement funds to a few particu-
lar private health care organizations. 

I write not only as a local elected offi-
cial, but also as a parent of three children 
who may be eligible for the Merit 
Scholarships. I for one fully understand 
that it is not the government's responsi-
bility or role to pay for my children's col-
lege education. I also fully understand 
that a disproportionate share of the 
scholarship fimds that have been handed 
out so far tend to go to the people that 
need it the least. 

Those who are from well-off families 
can own .ion, 
and those who have grades that are at or 
near the top of their class tend to be eligi-
ble for numerous other grade- and merit-
related scholarship offers. 

Although I would love for my children 
to receive $2,500 from the state to help 
pay for their college education, this 
money will certainly be better spent on 
providing health care services to the 
needy and toward health-related pro-
grams in this state. 

Wouldn't you rather see your children 
and the children around them have access 
to quality, affordable health care? After all, 
if our state is not able to prevent and treat 
such outbreaks as the West Nile virus and 
SARS, our children may not even be 
around long enough to go to college. 

John Sullivan 
Wayne County commissioner 

Release baseless 
The release of Ted Behn must be base-

less because the pastor was less than 
informative to both the parish communi-

LETTERS 
ty in attendance at the most recent parish 
council meeting and has not responded 
to requests by Ted Behn personally for 
the background to his decision. 

Pastor Sullivan has not been a supporter 
of the school for several reasons: the pres-
ent church is positioned on the property in 
such a way as to preclude the development 
of a football field along with a school, pro-
posals to develop athletic facilities on the 
site at no cost to the church in the past 
have been refused by pastor Sullivan, and 
pastor Sullivan has not been involved in 
school activities beyond those requiring 
his participation. He does not 'listen to the 
children..." as he stated in the most recent 
meeting because to listen, he must be in 
the close presence of the children on a reg-
ular basis, which he is not. 

After gaining information from a 
parish finance committee meeting some 
time ago, it was apparent by the informa-
tion presented that construction of the 
present church could not be afforded 
inasmuch as then-current collections 
would not cover the amortized cost of the 
archdiocese loan, let alone any interest. 

Donations have been withheld from the 
church as a result of Ted Behn's abrupt 
termination, leading pastor Sullivan to 
state that the church would be unable to 
help subsidize school expenses because of 
the loss of revenue. While weekly contri-
butions have always been published, this 
has ceased in recent weeks, and direct 
requests by individuals for the amounts 
have been flatly refused by church staff. 

Added together and regardless of the 
school's stellar record, it has appeared to 
me for some time that the school is des-
tined for closing - probably within five 
years. Pastor Sullivan is helping the 
process along with the decapitation of a 
strong leader who is capable and trusted 
to make way for a waning in school per-
formance, continued pressure to meet the 
minimum teacher pay rates as outlined 
by the archdiocese and a continued dra-
matic increase in tuition (significant over 
the past three-four years). 

You need only increase expenses a little bit 
and decrease enrollment a bit to put the 
school in the "red." In this way, pastor 
Sullivan will ultimately gain access to the 
school property with the grim acceptance by 
the archdiocese that there is no choice other 
than to sell the highly marketable property 
for a seven-figure amount to developers and 
pave the way for a far more realistic refi-
nancing program, in turn providing an 
appropriate "swan song" for a retiring pastor. 

Paul W. Bortell 
Plymouth 

Hall of Plymouth Dental Associates, 
Tonya Micallef of Secretz, and GSONMP 
Jr. Ttoop 984 for helping us to stuff all of 
those eggs. 

Debbie Baudlno 
Plymouth Jaycees 

Equally offended 

w 

The Plymouth Jaycees would like to 
thank everyone who attended their annu-
al Easter Egg Hunt this year. 

Plymouth Parks and Recreation said we 
had more people this year than in the past 
three years combined! It surely had to do 
with the great weather. We would like to 
congratulate Sarah Blue for winning the 
scooter, Lynn Dessum for winning the 
Beauty Basket, and Pamela Blue for win-
ning the Bob's of Canton gift certificate. 

The Plymouth Jaycees would like to 
thank our sponsors: Lou LaRiche 
Chevrolet, Bob's of Canton, American 
Sign Shops, Beaute Craft, Meijer, 
McDonald's on Ford Road, Burger King 
on Ford Road, Comprehensive and 
Modern Dentistry, Dr. George Atsalis, Dr. 

The question of a pay freeze for PCEA 
members was thrown around so quickly and 
so carelessly that Chuck Portelli could do 
nothing other than respond with the same 
brashness in which the question was asked. 

A pay freeze is not like throwing a $5 
into the kitty. Pay freezes have careerlong 
effects and cannot be taken as lightly as 
they were suggested. 

I believe in quality for all and, for this 
issue; Robin Wilson does, too. We are 
now all equally offended. Ms. Wilson is 
offended by Chuck Portelli's comments 
and PCEA members are offended by Ms. .. 
Wilson's comments. Congratulations to 
Ms. Wilson on proving that point. 

What I don't get is why she is offended in 
the first place. What is her stake in all this? 
Does she really understand if and how her 
children would be impacted by this budget 
crisis? With nothing finalized, I doubt it. 

Ms. Wilson indicated she is "perfectly 
aware of the role of the PCEA in our 
schools." Could she have been referring to 
her dissatisfaction with the PCEA defend-
ing certain teachers and their desire to edu-
cate through the use of showcase displays? I 
am curious about her agenda. She has 
already spread misinformation about half-
days and teachers having "little or no regard 
for our children's education and future." 

Ms. Wilson said, "I don't agree with MEAP 
testing" after previously passing judgment on 
PCCS teachers with those scores. That would 
be the ignorant wielding I have referred to. If 
she doesn't agree with MEAP testing, I 
whole-heartedly encourage opting her chil-
dren out of tiie MEAP. But, as my under-
standing has it, her "opt out" will cause a 
MEAP score of zero to be figured into the 
school's AYP. Thus, that "benchmark by 
which our schools are measured" and the 
benchmark in which she passes judgment on 
PCCS teachers becomes skewed. 

I would love to "enlighten" the masses 
about the MEAP. I doubt this newspaper will 
let me do that here, but I encourage everyone 
to refer to the Observer & Eccentric article by 
BloomSeld Hills Superintendent Gary Doyle 
dated March 25,2001. It's quite good and 
hits most points I would address. 

Bob Mackleby 
• Plymouth 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for ver i f icat ion. We ask that your let ters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the edi tor 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth* Ml 48170 

Fax: 

(734) 459-4224 

E-mail: 
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 

"We believe Thomas Copperstone was (solely) responsible for (Smith's) death. But there are many unanswered questions 

- and many of them will remain forever unanswered." 
- Sgt. Todd Mutchler, Canton Police, on progress in the motel murder 

mailto:bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
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We won't see Griffiths' 
equal any time soon 
When I founded the company that owns this 

newspaper back in 1966, Martha Griffiths 
had already served six terms in the United 

States House of Representatives. 
I had worked with her before then and had 

wondered at her remarkable career: How she and 
her husband, Hicks, had been friends with G. 
Mennen "Soapy" and Nancy Williams and how 
they had created the modern Michigan 
Democratic Parly and elected Soapy governor in 
1948. It was in that same election that Martha 

had won a seat in the Michigan 
House, becoming one of only 
two women state representa-
tives from 1949 to 1952. And 
how Williams had appointed 
her to the Detroit Recorder's 
Court bench. 

In 1964,1 had been asked by 
a newly elected Congressman 
from Kalamazoo, Paul H. Todd 
Jr., to be his administrative 
assistant in Washington. Paul 
was interested in a seat on the 
Agriculture Committee, and he 
assigned me the task of figuring 

out how to get it for him. It was easy. "Go see 
Martha Griffiths. She's on Ways and Means, 
which is the 'Committee on Committees,"' every-
body told me. "If she likes Paul, he'll be on that 
committee in no time." 

: We did. And she did. And neither Paul nor I 
ever forgot those sharp eyes, the fierce concentra-
tion, the tough questions. And, finally, the big 
smile written all over her face. "We'll do it," she 
said, and then immediately set to working out 
how best to maneuver Paul's candidacy adroitly 
through the political thickets. 

Martha's district at the time included Livonia, 
Redford Township, Westland and Garden City — 
communities served by my first few newspapers 
— together with neighborhoods in northwest 
Detroit. So in a very real sense, she was the first 
representative in Congress of my publishing 

-career. 
And she was a terrific one! She'd drop by my 

office from time to time when she was in the dis-
trict to talk — my, how she could talk! — about 
the Congress, the president, the country, the 
issues, the gossip. 

One day, the big news was how Wilbur Mills, 
the then-chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee, had got caught cavorting in a 
Washington fountain with Fannie Foxe, a 
woman of dubious reputation. Of course, he 
had made a fool of himself, and everybody 
expected he would soon lose his very powerful 
chairmanship. 

"Don't you laugh at Wilbur Mills!" she snorted. 

"He may have done something very silly, but 
there is no human being alive who understands 
the tax code of the United States as well as he 
does." It was perfect Martha. 

Of course, Martha was famous for wedging 
women's rights into the landmark 1964 Civil 
Rights Act and for forcing the Equal Rights 
Amendment out of a House committee, 
where it had languished since 1923. But her 
other accomplishments, less well-noted, were 
certainly enormous. She went after the ways . 
Social Security gaVe the short stick to women 
and children, worked to better regulate pen-
sion funds and close tax loopholes. She 
thought the insurance industry was pro-
foundly and unfairly stacked against women, 
and her study of how the welfare system 
actually treated women and children was a 
landmark. 

In 1982, then-Congressman James Blanchard 
recruited Martha Griffiths to be his running mate 
for lieutenant governor. Most observers felt this 
pick guaranteed Blanchard's election as governor. 
Martha served for two terms. By the time 
Blanchard was gearing up to run for a third term 
in 1990, Martha was 78 and had lost several steps 
to ill health. Worse, she had lost her sparkle and 
good humor and had become suspicious and 
crabby. 

Probably egged on by her husband, Hicks, 
Martha announced to the astonishment of all 
that she was "available" for a third term. 
Blanchard did the hard thing but the right thing, 
picking Libby Maynard to be his running mate 
against John Engler. Blanchard lost narrowly, 
and some still think that the ill will that came out 
of the Martha situation contributed to the losing 
margin. 

I remember going out to Martha's old, 
white farmhouse in Armada in the mid-
1980s. She was going to sign her will, leaving 
her papers to the University of Michigan. We 
had a couple of drinks, told a few stories. 
Then she said, "Well, let's get at it." And she 
abruptly sat down and signed the papers. 
Typical Martha. 

Martha — in my mind, it has always been 
"Martha," not "Mrs. Griffiths" or 
"Congresswoman Griffiths" — was just like 
that: direct, forthright, funny, generous. 
Passionate for the right. Concerned about his-
tory and her place in it, arid certainly deserv-
ing of it. We are not likely to see her equal 
soon again. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that 
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
ppowerihomecomm.net. 

International Workers' Day 
has its roots in U.S. history 
"••oday is May Day, the International '' 

I Workers' Holiday. 
* Well, it is pretty much everywhere else 

in the world, but not in the United States. 
Here some people celebrate Law Day, which 
laudable as such a day might be is really a 
slap at the origins of the day. 

Of course May Day goes back centuries to 
pagan celebrations of the spring. Once many 
years ago, children danced around a May pole 
and wore flowers in their hair. 

But the modern May Day begins with 
American unionism and the 
push for the eight-hour day. 
According to a May Day 
Web site, May 1,1886, was 
the target day set by the 
Federation of Organized 
Trades and Labor Unions 
for making the eight-hour 
day a legal day's work. 

This was a particularly 
brutal period in American 
labor history. Pay was low, 
working conditions were 
dangerous and political and 
legal power were in the 

hands of the owners. 
On May 3,1886, police fired into a crowd of 

strikers at the McCormick Reaper Works 
Factory, killing four and wounding many oth-
ers. The next day, anarchists held a meeting 
in Chicago's Haymarket Square. When police 
moved in to disperse the crowd after a peace-
ful assembly, someone tossed a bomb at the 
police, killing one and injuring 70. Police 
responded by firing back, killing one and 
wounding others. The person who actually 
threw the bomb was never identified. 

Eventually eight Chicago anarchists were 
arrested in connection with the bombing. 
One committed suicide and on Nov. 11,1887, 
four were hanged. The remaining three were 
finally pardoned in 1893. 

It is highly questionable whether the law 
was fairly applied in this incident. Many 
believe that the anarchists were convenient 
scapegoats. 

In time, the labor movement would win its 
eight-hour day, a fairer share of the profits of 
business, health care, safer and cleaner work-
ing conditions and a prohibition against child 
labor. In addition, the labor movement would 
take a leadership position in extending the 
rights of women and minorities, instituting 
Social Security and Medicare and promoting 
other socially progressive causes. Also, the 
benefits they won for themselves would 
become the standard for those who did not 
join. 

But the modem May Day begins with 
American unionism and the push for the % 

eight-hour day. | 

1 Our September Labor Day was started in 
1882 by the Knights of Labor, marked sporad-
ically but later adopted by the more conserva-
tive and established trade unions as prefer-
able to May Day. I 

May Day continued to be labor day for the 
more radical elements in the labor movement • 
and was taken up by the international social-
ist movement. In the heyday of the Soviet 
Union, it was second only to November's cele- >. 
bration of the revolution. But the day has 
spread to most countries of the world and its \ ; 
roots are really in the ongoing American . 
struggle for freedom and justice, concepts 
alien to the former Soviet Union and other r. 
Communist countries. ; 

Those freedoms were not handed to us 
from on high. They were attained through -
struggle. Sometimes that struggle was violent. 
It was often contentious. 

Law Day was established in 1958 by 
President Dwight Eisenhower to celebrate 
our legal heritage. Many communities hold 
special programs to inform the public about 
our legal and court system. It's a day for 
speeches about the glory of the law. 

But as it falls on the International Workers' 
Day, it seems to imply a criticism of labor 
union activities. The Haymarket incident is 
just one of many trials and court decisions • ' * 
that used the power of law against those who 
fought for their economic and political rights® ! 
The law is not always fair, not always even- / < 
handed, not always impartial. In the late > 
1800s and early 1900s, the law was rarely on 37 
the side of unionized workers (or suffragists 
or activists for African American rights or an$.s 
progressive movement). 

Law Day is a commendable idea. Without ,,, 
the law, we have no structure, no chance to _ 
make a case. 

But we need to remember that May Day is 1 

also an American holiday and a celebration of 
the struggle to make the law meaningful for 
everyone. 

Anybody have a May pole? '! 

Hugh Gallagher is managing editor of the Observer 
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at hgal-
lagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone at (734) 953-2149 
or by fax at (734) 591-7279. 
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Michigan's 
Largest bryant 

& Coolmg 

A Cool 
Deal! 

UP TO "M 0 0 0 REBATE* 

ON THE PURCHASE 
OF A NEW BRYANT HEATING 
AND COOLING SYSTEM 
"Offer Extended to May 31, 2003 

SPECIALAIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE-UP $ 9 6 ' 5 ° 
100% Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed. 

Family Owned Since 1949. 
F R E E E S T I M A T E S • C O M M E R C I A L • R E S I D E N T I A L 

$0 Down / 0% Interest / 0 Payment Program Available 
Offices in Birmingham • Riverview • Warren • 1 - 8 8 8 
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River Day puts emphasis on Rouge River's ecology 
BY KURT KUBAN 
STAFF WRITER 

Although it is still a month away, 
many communities are already gear-
ing up for Rouge Rescue, which is 
scheduled for June 7. 

The focus of the annual event, 
which is now called River Day, has 
evolved in its 17 years of existence. In 
the early years, many communities 
spent the day removing logjams and 
trash from the river. 

The persistence has largely paid of£ 
and much of the trash that used to char-
acterize the river, has been removed from 
many sections. But the logjams continue 
to plague the river. Or do they? 

Friends of the Rouge, a non-profit 
group that helps organize River Day 
activities, is trying to get the message 
out that logjams are a natural process 
and actually beneficial to the river. 

According to Carolyne Foster- , 
McCaughey, the group's managing 
director, logjams create habitat for 
wildlife, including aquatic insects and 
fish. They also help oxygenate the 
water and stabilize the river banks. 

She said many communities are now 
getting away from logjam removal, and 
are instead concentrating on other 
kinds of activities, such as the planting 
of native vegetation, streambank stabi-
lization projects, and even nature walks. 

"Over the years, we've learned it's not 
healthy for the river when you rip out 
logjams. We want people to know we are 
no longer promoting i t We really want 
to get people involved with other envi-
ronmentally friendly activities for River 
Day," Foster-McCaughey said. "Logjams 
may look unsightly in many cases, but 
it's the natural process of the river." 

The Rouge River watershed drains 
438 square miles, and encompasses 

48 communities in three counties 
before dumping into the Detroit River. 
Roughly 1,5 million people live in the 
watershed, making the Rouge one of 
the most urban rivers in the state. 

ECOLOGY WALK 

Still, Foster-McCaughey and many 
others involved with River Day feel 
many people don't realize what an 
asset the Rouge is. 

Tracy Slintak, who is coordinating 
River Day for Farmington Hills, has 
scheduled a number of different activ-
ities, including planting native vege-
tation at Heritage Park. She is also 
arranging an "ecology walk" in the 
park to educate volunteers about the 
Rouge watershed. 

"All of these activities are designed 
to make people realize the Rouge is 
something more than just what people 

used to pull trash from," said Slintak, 
the city's environmental coordinator. 

Other Rouge communities are plan-
ning similar activities. Southfield is 
planning to remove garlic mustard, an 
invasive species, from its Valley Woods 
Trail. Troy is scheduled to plant native 
plant buffers along the Rouge in either 
Firefighters Park or the Crescent Ridge 
Detention Basin. Beverly Hills will 
conduct a nature walk at the Douglas 
Evans Nature Preserve. 

Foster-McCaughey is hoping all the 
new activities will help draw more vol-
unteers to this year's River Day. Last 
year, only about 1,000 people participat-
ed at the 20 sites along the Rouge. That 
is down considerably from the event's 
peak of about 3,000volunteers in years 
past Her goal for this year is to attract 
between 1,500 and 2,000 volunteers. 

Friends of the Rouge representa-
tives recently met with site coordina-

tors. There are currently 24 sites 
scheduled to host River Day activities. 

Foster-McCaughey said the group 
tried to encourage the site coordina-
tors to conduct nature walks, which 
she hopes will make more people real-
ize the health of the Rouge has dra-
matically improved in recent years. 

"Nature walks are kind of interesting. 
People don't really know what's in their 
backyard. The Rouge offers a lot of 
beautiful natural areas, but a lot of peo-
ple just don't recognize that. If you take 
them out on a nature walk, they'll get 
an appreciation, and therefore spread 
die word that we need to restore and 
protect this resource," she said. 

Individuals interested in hosting a 
River Day site or to volunteer for the 
event can contact Friends of the 
Rouge at (313) 792-9627. 

kkut3an@oe.homecomm.net | (248) 901-2536 

Madonna to graduate 900 Saturday 
Madonna University's 56th 

commencement will take place 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 3, 
in Calihan Hall at the University 
of Detroit Mercy, Detroit, where 
more than 900 graduates will 
join the Madonna University 
alumni ranks. 

Honorary doctorate degrees 
will be bestowed upon Sister 
Mary Lauriana Gruszczynski, 
who has served at Madonna 
University for 45 years, beginning 
as a faculty member, moving on 
to academic dean and then as the 
vice president for University 
advancement; U.S. Rep. Joseph 
K. Knollenberg, R-Bloomfield; 
Rev. Monsignor Stanley Edward 
Milewski, recently retired chan-
cellor of tlle Orchard Lake 
Schools; and Robert Thompson 
of Plymouth, founder of the 
Thompson-McCully Foundation. 

Madonna University will con-
fer the degree of doctor of educa-
tion upon Sister Mary Lauriana, 
a Felician Sister for 64 years. 

Rep. Knollenberg will 
receive the honorary degree of 

doctor of humanities. 
Receiving the honorary 

degree of doctor of theology 
will be Monsignor Milewski. 
Milewski served the Orchard 
Lake Schools for 43 years. 

Successful business entrepre-
neur, Robert Thompson who 
amassed his fortune by devel-
oping a road building firm in 
Belleville, Michigan will receive 
an honorary doctor of business 
administration degree. 

Presiding over the commence-
ment ceremonies will be 
Madonna University Vice 
President for Academic 
Administration Ernest I. Nolan. 
The invocation will be given by 
Sister Nancy Marie Jamroz, vice 
president for student services. 
Mace bearer will be Stuart Arends, 
Ph.D., dean, School of Business. 

All graduates and their families 
are invited to attend Baccalaureate 
Mass 7 p.m. Thursday, May 1, in 
the Presentation Chapel located at 
the Felician Sisters' Motherhouse 
(36800 Schoolcraft Road in 
Livonia). 
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If You're Paying SBC/Ameritech 
You're Paying Too Much, 

EVERY MONTH! 
Home phone service-plans starting at just 

'19-95 
a month in Michigan 

SAME PHONE / SAME LINE / SAME NUMBER 

29% LESS 
FREE LONG DISTANCE between all Talk America local customers 

totk/fingfea' 
To And out why over 200,000 Michigan residents have 
switched to Taik America, contact your Agent TODAY! 

1-866-482-5545 
www.italk41ess.com 

P r o m o t i o n Code: 11183 
Agents Needed: (348) 361-1479 

SOME NEED 
WORDS 

Some don't 

Words are our business. 
Most artistic performances include a program 

guide to what's happening on stage. 
We like to think that the words in our 

newspapers serve as a program to life in your 
.hometown. 
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IF YOU HAVEN'T LOOKED AT FORD LATELY. 

LOOK AGAIN. 
(1)N0T ALL BUYERS WlUNQUALIFY FOR FORD CREDIT LIMITED TERM FINANCING. See dealer to see if you qual i fy. 0 .0% 
Ford Credi t A P R f inancing for qual i f ied buyefs on 2003 Explorer, Taurus, Ranger and F-150 LD (exc ludes Supercrew, Lightning & Har ley Davison), 

var ies by credi tworthiness of buyer as determined by Ford Credit. 0 .0% for 6 0 months at $16 .67 per month per $ 1 0 0 0 f inanced wi th 1 0 % down. 
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Law Day 
Learn the "10 Legal 

Mistakes People Make" and 
how to prevent them, 6 p.m. 
Thursday, May 1, at the 
Borders Books and Music at 13 
Mile Road. Sherry Wells, an 
attorney and author of 
Michigan Law for Everyone, is 
giving the presentation in cel-
ebration of Law Day. For more 
information, call (248) 543-
5297 or visit www.lawells.net. 

Let Shirley Mitchell teach 
you how. to do the Hustle 7-9 , 
p.m. Friday, May 9, during a 
two-hour inter-generational 
dance class at Unity of Livonia, 
28660 Five Mile Road (between 
Inkster and MiddiebeSt) in 
Livonia. Suggested donation is 
$8. Call (734) 421-1760 or visit 
www.unityoflivonia.org 

a Treat Mom 
All aboard for Mother's Day 

Dinner on the Michigan Star 
Clipper Dinner Train, Pontiac 
Trail, north of Maple Road in 
Walied Lake. Mom wilt enjoy a 
three-hour train excursion 
and five-course gourmet din-
ner with live entertainment 
on Sunday, May 11. Train 
leaves at 5 p.m. Cost is 
$72.50 per person, all moth-
ers receive $10 off 
Reservations required, call 

. (248) 960-9440, www.tfjChi-
ganstarclipper.com 

H Write on 
Four days of poetry, fiction 

and non-fiction workshops, 
readings by faculty and stu-
dents, and panel discussions 
on publishing and creative writ-
ing programs are highlights of 
the Far Field Retreat for 
Writers, Thursday-Sunday, May 
15-18, at Oakland University in 
Rochester Hills. Featured writ-
ers include Maureen Dunphy, 
Thomas Lynch, and Gerry 
LaFemina. For more informa-
tion, visit www.2.oak-
land.edu/english/farfield 

At long last, Cranks 59th 
Street Pub, 38123 W. 10 Mile 
Road, inside the Holiday Inn 
in Farmington Hills, opened 

its doors to the public after 
months of remodeling. "It's 
an old English pub concept 
with a touch of American 
flair," said Brian Sanders, 
genera! manger. The menu 
offers hearty, old-fashioned 
English recipes such as shep-
herd's pie and fish and chips. 
Open for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. Call (248) 477-
5621 for information. 

2 Family adventures 
Tell us about the adventures 

you've planned for your children 
this summer to win tickets to 
Dora the Explorer Live! - Search 
for the City of Lost Toys, May 7-11 
at the Fox Theatre in Detroit. 
Family four-packs of tickets will 
be awarded for the Wednesday, 
May 7, and Thursday, May 8, per-
formances, and two family four-
packs for the Friday, May 9, per-
formance. Send entries, along 
with your address and daytime 
telephone number, to Keely 
Kaleski, Assistant Managing 
Editor-Features, Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E. 
Maple, Birmingham, Ml 48009, 
fax (248) 644-1314 or e-mail 
kkaleskiHoe.homecomm.net. 
Entries must be received by 
Friday, May 2. 
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murals inspire 
composer 

BY LINDA ANN CKOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

Diego Rivera predicted one day a 
composer would turn his 
Detroit Industry murals into 

music. 
It took 70 years but Detroit 

Symphony Orchestra composer-in-
residence Michael Daugherty has 
captured the spirit of the Detroit 
Institute of Arts frescoes in Fire and 
Blood for Violin and Orchestra. The 
work makes its World Premiere with 
the DSO and conductor Neeme Jarvi 
Thursday-Sunday, May 1-4, at 
Orchestra Hall in Detroit. 

Internationally known violinist 
Ida Kavafian is featured soloist, 
assuming the Tole of the worker in 
Daugherty's salute to the men and 
women whose blood, sweat and 
tears helped build the automobile 
industry. 

Just as the machinery and workers 
of Ford's Rouge plant inspired the 
Mexican modernist artist to paint the 
magnificent murals depicting the 
dance of the assembly line, Daugherty 
was moved to create a musical fresco 
for violin and orchestra. 

'INCREDIBLE' 

"I first saw the murals 10 years 
ago," said Daugherty. "The minute I 
walked in the room I thought these 
were incredible. I thought about 
how Diego after visiting the plant 
heard music in his head and said 
some day a composer would set the 
sound for the murals to music. 

"I had to think a lot about it and 
spent a year writing the music. 
There's so much in the mural. I had 
to focus on a few of the elements and 
bring the personality of Diego Rivera 
in, and Frida Kahlo, a painter in her 
own right. She was also an impor-
tant component. They hadn't been 
married long before they came to 
Detroit. They talked every day about 
the murals." 

The Detroit Symphony Orchestra performs the world premiere of Michael Daugherty's Fire and Blood, a violin concerto inspired by the 
Diego Rivera murals at the Detroit Institute of Arts. 

Listening to Daugherty talk about 
Rivera it's obvious he admires the 
Mexican muralist. After all, they're 
kindred spirits creating work about 
life in their own times. Daugherty 
composes music about American 
popular culture. Rivera captured the 
life of the Mexican peasant and the 
Communist Party. An ardent mem-
ber, Rivera believed in the power of 
the worker. 

DISCUSSIONS 

Daugherty discusses the frescoes 
and Rivera at pre-concert talks that 
include slides of the murals. 
Sunday's concert is part of the DSO's 
Introduction to the Classics series 
and features an in-depth discussion. 

Commissioned by Edsel Ford for 
the Detroit Institute of Arts, Rivera 
worked on the Detroit Industry 
murals from July 1932 to March 

PLEASE SEE DSO, B2 

FIRE AND BLOOD 

Michael Daugherty intensely 
researched Diego Rivera murals 
and life before sitting down to com-
pose the music for Fire and Blood. 

What: Detroit Symphony Orchestra World 
Premiere of Michael Daugherty's work celebrat-
ing Detroit Industry murals at the Detroit 
Institute of Arts 

When: 8 p.m. Thursday-Friday, May 1-2; 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3; 3 p.m. Sunday, May 4. The 
Sunday concert is part of the Introduction to the 
Classics Series and opens with the composer 
talking about what inspired him to write the vio-
lin concerto 

Where: Orchestra Hali, 3711 Woodward Ave., 
, Detroit 

Tickets: $15-356, limited number of box seats 
available for $48-$80. Tickets for Introduction to 
Classics Series are $28, $40 box seats. Cali (313) 
576-5111 or visit www.detroitsymphony.com. 

Spring's here: Enjoy eating in the great outdoors 
BY ELEANOR HEALD 
CORRESPONDENT 

Winter was long in southeast 
Michigan. In early spring, Mother 
Nature threw many curve balls, and not 
the standard kind in Detroit's Comerica 
Park. 

Now, we're all itching for sunshine, 
wtuiU dttya and tile polciiLiiti LO feat iii 
the great outdoors. Consider this your 
metro guide to interesting spots. 

UMBRELLAS AND MORE 

Signature red umbrellas opened on the 
expansive Stone Terrace at Big Rock 
Chop & Brew House in Birmingham on 
the spring tease of April Fools Day. 
Umbrellas came down during the ice 
storm and snow that followed. But they're 
up now for the warm months to come. 

Although the menu is the same for 
indoor and outdoor eating, the crowd 
under the umbrellas at lunch favor 
Chop House barbecue chicken salad or 
Cobb salad. Executive Chef Nina Scott's 
gazpacho is a warm weather treat. An 
appetizer tray dubbed Whirly Birds is a 
favorite with early evening regulars, 
then as it gets later, fish or grilled steaks 
get the call. 

Most ordered brews are Big Blonde 

1 EATING OUT 

Light and Norm's Raggedy Ass, which 
Brewmaster Dean Jones has "hopped 
up" to an India Pale Ale-style. New on 
the summer drinks menu are pineapple 
martini and an Absolut Appletini, made 
with Granny Smith apples marinated 
uii piOiixioC. 

Various jazz groups entertain on 
Tuesday evening; every Wednesday, it's 
jazz by The Warren Commission. 

In warm weather, rain or shine, the 
cafe doors in the expanded dining room 
at Forte open to create a streetside cafe 
which can also be reserved for private 
parties up to 54 people. The main din-
ing room menu at lunch and dinner — 
which also includes daily specials from 
Executive Chef Tim Voss — is the satne 
for the cafe. 

Beginning in late May, Sand Bar (street 
level of Ocean Grille) in Birmingham 
offers the acclaimed seafood-oriented 
menu of the Ocean Grille. Seating accom-
modates 32 people. 

MORE BREWS OUTDOORS 

If you believe that freshly brewed beer 

PLEASE SEE OUTSIDE DINING, B8 
CHMANN STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Reiax and » 
unwind on thje 
outdoor patty 
at Compari's; 
in the evening, 
Compari's reg-
ulars like their 
cocktails and 
wine on the} 
patio. : 

mailto:kk3leski@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.lawells.net
http://www.unityoflivonia.org
http://www.detroitsymphony.com
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classical side in world premiere 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

Joseph LoDuca is stretching 
his musical wings with his lat-
est composition for Detroit 
Chamber Winds & Strings. 
Impromptu, a work for oboe, 
percussion and guitar reawak-
ens the Bloomfield Hills com-
poser's classical side. 

LoDuca wrote classical 
music during his studies at 
Wayne State University but 
that was years before he 
became an Emmy Award win-
ning film composer. LoDuca's 
had a long and varied career. 
Many will remember him as a 
15-year-old guitarist warming 
up crowds for acts like Bob 
Seger, Jeff Beck and Ted 
Nugent. 

LoDuca grew up in East 
Detroit in the late 1960s and 
began playing in rock bands 
at age 12. Later he went on to 
study jazz and classical music 
at the University of Michigan 
and privately in New York. It 
was in Greenwich Village he 

played classical guitar and 
jazz in clubs. Before long he 
was performing in jazz festi-
vals in Europe and exploring 
music from around the world. 
But LoDuca never lost his 
love for composing. A direc-
tor friend suggested he try 
scoring films. LoDuca began 
composing music for films 
such as Evil Dead land II 
and the television series 
Xena: Warrior Princess and 
Hercules: The Incredible 
Journeys. The industry took 
note of his writing awarding 
him a Primetime Emmy, 13 
regional Emmys, several 
ASCAP awards and named 
him horror film composer of 
the year. Now LoDuca is 
switching musical styles once 
more. 

Detroit Chamber Winds & 
Strings and oboist Donald 
Baker present the world pre-
miere of his Impromptu 
Sunday, May 4, at Birmingham 
Unitarian Church. 

"It's an ensemble and a way 
of doing things I haven't done 

DETROIT CHAMBER WINDS & STRINGS 

What: Perform the world premiere 
of Joseph LoDuca's impromptu, 
a work for oboe, strings and percussion 
featuring oboist Donald Baker 

When: 7 p.m. Sunday, May 4. . 
Pre-concert talk by LoDuca at 6:15 p.m. 

Where: Birmingham Unitarian Church, 
651N. Woodward Ave. at Lone Pine Road 

Tickets: $25, $19 seniors and students, 
call (248) 559-2095 

before. It was written in an 
improvisational spirit. It's the 
same approach I use for film. I 
ask what's the setting and who 
are the characters," said 
LoDuca. "I'm not necessarily a 
classical composer. I bring 

other elements into play. I use 
color the way film composers 
use color. I wanted to bring 
some of that into this with 
unlikely pairings - non stan-
dard instrument combinations. 
The first movement the per-

cussionist is playing on a clay 
pot. Later it's on a Darabuka, a 
Middle Eastern and North 
African drum." 

As much as LoDuca 
enjoyed writing Impromptu 
he isn't ready to trade film 

scoring for classic music just . 
yet. Before the concert he will 
play film clips without music 
so the audience can see the 
blank canvas with which a 
composer works. Then he'll 
talk about the process of scor-
ing films. 

LoDuca developed an appre-
ciation for literature and sto- ; 
ries while a student at 
University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor. It was exactly the back-
ground he needed to become a 
film composer. 

"When you're writing for 
film you have to respond 
quickly to a deadline but it gets 
heard quickly," said LoDuca 
who's currently composing 
music for Peacemakers, a mys-
tery solving series set in 1870s 
Colorado with Tom Berenger 
for USA TV. "It's one of the 
great advantages of film com-
position. That and being able 
to make-a living and remain in 
Michigan. It's nice to be part of 
the community." 

Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953*2145 
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1933 using the fresco process of 
painting on damp plaster with 
water-based pigments. Fresco 
is one of the most durable 
mediums. Once the pigments 
dry the paintings become part 
of the wall. 

Daugherty tells the story of 
the murals in three movements 
he refers to as dances -
"Volcano," "River Rouge" and 
"Assembly Line" - using dra-
matic devices like dissonance 
and consonance to illustrate 
the many different moods in 
the murals. 

" I responds to visual images," 
said Daugherty. "It's a feast for 
the eye. It gave me a lot of 
ideas. The murals' prominent 
motif is steel mills. The fire in 
Fire and Blood comes from the 
fire of machinery and the blast 
furnace, and the fire of Diego 
Rivera's personality. He painted 
the volcano in the murals 
because he lived in Mexico City 
where he was surrounded by 
volcanoes. The Blood is for the 
humans who operate the 
machinery. 

"Diego Rivera felt that 
machine and man would work 
together to create a harmonious 

collaboration to bring freedom 
to the worker. The violinist is 
like the worker and is surround-
ed by a mechanical orchestra of 
percussion instruments. There 
are industrial sounds coming 
from a brake drum, ratchet and 
whip. It's rhythmical, precise 
and mechanical with lots of rep-
etition." 

Like the rest of his work, 
Daugherty intensely researches 
a subject before sitting down to 
compose the music. For 
MotorCity Triptych, a work 
which made its World Premiere 
with the DSO in 2001, 
Daugherty spent hours riding 
up and down the streets and 
boulevards of Detroit, and lis-
tening to Motown music. He 
not only tries to reflect an envi-
ronment in his own writing but 
tries to pass that philosophy on 
to his composition students at 
University of Michigan School 
of Music in Ann Arbor. 

CAPTURING DRAMA 

"I tried to capture the drama. 
It's over the top, very operatic 
almost," said Daugherty who's 
currently composing Raise the 
Roof, a work for tympani to cel-
ebrate the opening of the DSO's 
Max M. Fisher Center in fall. 

"It's been called one of Diego 
Rivera's best works because of 

C K W W & 
THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS 

PRESENTS 

"The Gay lord's Show" 
at the Louis E. Schmidt Auditorium 
(Inside Clarenceville High School) 

City Of Livonia 

20125 Middlebelt Ave. • Livonia, Michigan 
(Between 7 & 8 Mile Roads On Middlebelt Road) 

Saturday, M a y 1 7 , 2 0 0 3 
Showtime: 4:00 PM 

• BURT HOLIDAY 
) ,*> 

'[MEETSPECIAL GUESTDJ-WAYNE STEVENSON 
\ FROM CKWW 

' GREAT GIFT FOR MOTHERS DAY 
; OR FATHERS DAY! 

P r i c e s : $ 2 0 . 0 0 & $ 2 5 . 0 0 
s . 

; Tickets are Going Fast11 

\ Call Classic Productions Box Office at: 

| 248-473-7777 
l Ask About Our Group Discounts I 

D o o Wop Summer Dreams 
Coming July 19 

Dearborn Per forming Arts 
a r r i n g : 'The Tokens, Contours , . Re f l ec t i ons , 

Cap r i s , Crys ta l s a n d F r a n k i e Ford 

Call for Info 248-473-7777 

An ardent member of the Mexican Communist Party, 
Diego Rivera believed in the power of the worker. 

Composer Michael Daugherty captures the rhy thm of assembly line workers and the power of the 
towering blast furnaces just as Rivera predicted 70 years ago. 

the ambiguity. There's no Lenin 
like in his Rockefeller Center 
murals (that were eventually 
removed). There's revolutionary 
ideology in the murals but sub-
tle. I think what made it one of 
his best works was the color 
and use of icons. The images 
have double meanings. And it's 
the use of irony. He paints him-
self in the mural standing with 
the workers doing one of the 
most undesirable jobs. 

Everyone has a frown on their 
face. He painted Dick TVacy 
and Charlie Chan, the cars and 
early planes in the murals. You 
can tell the time it comes from. 

Frida Kahlo's suffering influ-
enced the murals as well. At 18, 
she was seriously injured in a 
bus accident. The pain affected 
her throughout the rest of her 
life. 

In Detroit, Kahlo was home-
sick for her beloved Mexico. Yet 

it was here she created some of 
her most important work after 
a miscarriage. "Henry Ford 
Hospital" and "My Birth" are 
very bloody depictions. Rivera, 
in the murals, paints a child in 
vitro as a loving tribute to 
Frida. 

Daugherty weaves together 
two violin themes to symbol-
ize her spirit in River Rouge. 
One is dissonant and flowing 
like a river of blood. The other 

is haunting. Through the 
orchestration Daugherty ' 
brings in the colorful Mexican : 
dress for which Kahlo was * 
noted. 

"It's very intimate," said : 
Daugherty. "The violinist and 
orchestra play chamber music 1 

together. It's very lyrical. While ! 
the music is haunting, there is 1 

an echo of hope." 

ichomin@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2145 * 

Club 1460 
Bel Air Bill 4 Howling Horry 

2nd Annual Car Show 
& 

3rd Annual Sock Hop 
To Benefit 

THE RAINBOW CONNECTION 

Clawson-Troy Elks Hall 
1451 E. Big Beaver, Troy 

Car Show 
4pm-7pm 

P * 1 
, # S 

Sock Hop 

7pm-12mid 

Tickets: $20 per person 

Dinner, Beer, Pop, Cash Bar 

FUN, FUN, FUN 

To charge your Dance Tickets Call 
The Rainbow Conaection - 248-601-9474 

For More Information & Tickets Call; 
WPON 248-332-8883 or 586-295-1465 

All profits of the cor show 4 donee 90 to 

The Rainbow Connection ... on organization granting wishes for seriously ill children 

Too Late To 
For those last minute a d s 

lhat just had to get in1 

Open HOUSES 

Canton - Open Sat., Sun., 12-
4. 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath, fin-
ished basement, family room 
vv/fireplace, remodeled 
kitchen, c.a. 2 car attached 
aarags, huge deck, private 
yard, Anderson windows, 
neighborhood park. $265,000. 
Negotiable, 6778 Srookshire 
Or. (H. Ford, bet, Haggerty & 
Lilley. (734) 844-0472 or 
www/hno.com !D# 16108 

Livonia - Super Deal -
3 bedroom colonial, 28689 
Bayberrry Park Dr., fireplace, 
finished basement, deck. 
More details: GoneHome.com 
#033860, or hqfealestate.com 
#1116. $229,900. 
Appointment.{734) 421-8801 

Help Wanted General 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
Seeks person Friday for full 
and part-time'. Experienced 
and/or trainable for the many 
facets of animal care and 
office procedures. Afso, part-
time Groomer. Reply: P. 0. 
Box 51594, Livonia, Ml 48150 
DJ - Some experience needed 
playing top 40 or country. Call 
between 9:30am-noon, Mon-
Fri. 734-421-3424 

-7110] 

BLOOMFIELD May 2nd £ 
3rd. 9-3. Ail your baby needs 
and more. 1786 Brandywine 
Dr. off S. 8ivd & Squirre! 

VISIT 
,HOMETOWNLIFE.CGM, 

Household Goods 

Thomasville 'Elysis" enter-
tainment center, sofa, chair, 
oval, cocktail & end tables, exc 
cond. $4000. 734-981-4111 

8290] 

YUKON 2000 Denali, black, 
tan leather, chromes, Boss 
CD, ready to go! $21,980. 

CONTOUR 1988 4 Door, Air, 
80K, mostly highway, f 
owner. Welt cared for. 
$4700. (734) 981-6778 

av 

Ask about our NEW 

R 
iwmetowiUtte.com 
1 -BOOS 79-SELL 

? a " 

Plan your weekend 
activities each Thursday 

with Arts & Entertainment 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:ichomin@oe.homecomm.net
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Marathon presents four plays an hour; 
Bv i i i i n i aim / i u a u i i i I "Uh-bdi a P ^ T ^ X r m i r j o - A r t e i n . - V - : BY LINDA ANN CKOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

David MacGregor says 
Heartlande Theatre Company's 
Play by Play marathon is suited 
to our remote control mentali-
ty. If you don't like one of the 
23 short plays coming to 
Oakland University's Studio 
Theatre Saturday, May 3 - wait 
10 minutes. There's sure to be 
something you'll enjoy seeing 
whether it's a play focusing on 
an Eskimo myth to a story 
about two dogs and a cat. 

MacGregor, a Livonia play-
wright, follows two men 
around an 18 hole golf course 
as they talk. This is his fifth 
time in the festival. MacGregor 
began writing plays seven years 
ago. In the last six months he's 
had two of his screen plays 
optioned by studios. 

"It's an attractive venue for 
emerging and established play-
wrights," said MacGregor. "I'm 
interested to hear people's 
comments afterward. I'm try-
ing something different. 
There's no story, no plot, no 
resolution of conflict just 18 
separate conversational frag-
ments. It ends with a phone 
call from one of the golfer's 
wives. She asks what did you 
talk about and he says nothing. 
Women think men only talk 
about sex and cars but the 
audience will have to find out 
for themselves what they really 
talk about." 

MacGregor's unusual 
approach is what Jan Radcliff 
looks for when she and co-
founder Mary Rychlewski and 
an informal committee select 
23 plays for the marathon each 
year. Now in their seventh 
year, the two receive 150 to 
350 scripts annually. 

Radcliff premiers her Play 
Therapy about a husband and 

Tom Aston directs actors Rick Carver (left), Adam Barnowski (in the tree) and 
Michelle Walker in ' l ip a Tree/ a short piay by Marianne Poulin. The work is 
one of 23 in Heartlande Theatre Company's Play by PJay marathon. 

wife who've reached a crisis 
point in their marriage. She 
began writing plays six years 
ago. Before that she worked in 
theater as an actor and pro-
ducer. She still performs in 
equity productions at 

Performance Network in Ann 
Arbor. 

A Birmingham resident, 
Radcliff takes-pride in select-
ing mainly Michigan play-
wrights for Play by Play. The 
marathon is the annual fund-

PLAY BY PLAY 

What: A marathon of 23 short plays by 
local, regional and international authors 

When: Noon to midnight Saturday, May 3 

Where: Studio Theatre in Varner HalE, Oakland University, Rochester 

Tickets: $5 per hour, $40 all day pass, available at the door. 
For more information, visit www.heartlande.com 
or call (248) 642-4838 

raising event for Heartland 
Theatre Company, an organi-
zation founded to promote 
emerging as well as established 
local writers. 

For guidelines and deadlines 
for submissions visit the Web 
site at www.heartlande.com. 

PROMOTING NEW WORKS 

"It's non-traditional theater 
as far as we have no season," 
said Radcliff. "We're here to 
promote new works for stage. 
In addition to the marathon 
we're holding a play writing 
retreat May 30 at Oakland 
University in Rochester. We 
want to nurture and promote 
local playwrights. 13 of 23 
plays are by Michigan writers. 
There are four plays an hour 
except for one hour that's 
shorter to allow for a (5:30 
p.m.) pot luck reception at 
which everyone's welcome. 
Each play is done twice. Come 
at noon and see all the plays, or 
come at 6:30 p.m. You can buy 
tickets by the hour or a full day 
pass for $40. 

"There are dramas, come-
dies, satires, realistic, more 
theatrical ahd device driven. 
There are short plays, some 

.an 
n q 

uc. 
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more like skits. It's a great 
showcase for writers, actors, 
directors. We encourage peo-
ple to come. We don't generally 
recommend the day for chil-
dren because there are some 
adult themes." 

Tom Aston's directing a play 
as well as watching from the 
wings as a scene from a play 
he's writing is performed. 
Marianne Poulin's Up a Tree 
features a cast of dogs and a 
cat trying to help Terry the 
Terrier gain a little self confi-
dence. 

"We're having way too much 
fun with Up a Tree, "said 
Aston, of Pontiac resident and 
coordinator of the music, the-
ater and dance department at 
Oakland University. "The play 
is extremely physical. I'm 
working with actors I worked 
with before in Ensemble 
Theatre Company, a troupe I 
founded and had for 20 years. 

"Long Morning Since is the 
first scene of a play that's part 
of a trilogy in progress," said 
Aston who's been writing plays 
for 30 years. The is the first 
time he submitted a play for 
the marathon. His works have 
been performed at the 
Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts in 
Washington, DC., and at Ford 
Auditorium with the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra. 

"It explores the nature of 
integrity in a family and is 
about a photojournalist who 
leaves home without making 
peace with her past and 
returns when her mom 
becomes seriously ill. I started 
writing the play and the 
women wouldn't stop talking. 

"I'm really committed to 
what Heartlande Theatre is 
doing for writers in the state of 
Michigan. It's the only consis- >• 
tent support for writers. We're 
all contributing our services 
for the fund-reiser so they can ? 
continue their work. We're for- • 
tunate to have them in 
Michigan." 

Matt Siadak couldn't agree ' 
more. The Rochester Hills res- '< 
ident began writing plays after 
taking a class with 
Birmingham playwright Kitty 
Dubin at Oakland University. 
One of her plays is also fea-
tured in the marathon. Dubin's 
plays have been performed at 
Jewish Ensemble Theatre. 
Three of her one acts are cur-
rently featured in Could This 
Be Love? continuing through » 
Sunday May 11, at Trinity 
House Theatre in Livonia. 

Siadak's Honey Sweet X's 
and O's is a comedy about a 
woman who can't get her 
boyfriend to say "I love you." • 

"I'm so grateful something 
like this is going on. It 
recharges your artistic energy," 
said Siadak who graduated 
from Oakland University with -
bachelor's degree in perform- U 'J 

ing arts. "As an actor you can ^ J 
sense when people are laugh- >'v*" 
ing but as a playwright it's •&' 
tough." ; ' u 

Hi, 
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BBSO salutes the month of May with concert, fund-raiser 
Show your support for the 

Birmingham-Bloomfield 
Symphony Orchestra this" 
month. Attend their concert 
on Sunday - or May 9 fund-
raiser - or both. 

Sunday's concert begins 6:30 
p.m. with a pre-concert lecture 
by Linette Popoff-Parks, chair-
woman of the Madonna 
University music department. 

You'll be lifted out of your 
seat with excitement by this 
program of virtuoso musical 
fireworks. The BBSO titled 
this concert A Salute to the 
Musicians of the BBSO 
because many of its mem-
bers will perform solos 
throughout the program. 
Hai Xi Wu, BBSO concert-

BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

• Season finale concert, 7 p.m, Sunday, May 4, 
Temple Beth El, 14 Mile Road at Telegraph, Bloomfield Hills, 
$25, children underage 18 free 

• Dinner and auction fund-raiser 6 p.m. Friday, May 9, Townsend 
Hotel, 100 Townsend St., Birmingham. Alexander Zonjic and Friends 
entertain, $100. For tickets to either event, call (248) 645-2276 

ment by Alexander Zonjic and 
Friends, and silent and live 
auctions. 

After dinner, Zonjic and 
Rich Tropea, BBSO's board 
chairman, will auction off 

some of the more valuable 
items donated to benefit the 
symphony. Items range from 
$10 to $1,500 and include golf 
packages, gift baskets of beau-
ty, resort packages, and din-

ners gift certificates. Zonjic has 
donated a basket of Zonjic CDs; 
and goodies. -

This event is the major 
money-maker for the BBSO 
every year. >'.V 

decorative 
master, will perform 
Tchaikovsky's Violin 
Concerto in D Major. 

Also on the program is 
Shostakovich's Festive 
Overture, Tchaikovsky's Violin 

Concerto, and the Berlioz 
"Symphonie Fantastique." 

The BBSO's fund-raiser, 
Friday, May 9, at the Townsend 
Hotel in Birmingham, features 
a gourmet dinner, entertain-

U N I V E R S I T Y M U S I C A L S O C I E T Y 

8 T H A N N U A L F O R D H O N O R S P R O G R A M 

Honoring 

Christopher 
Parkening 

MGhri$to[~)her 

Parkening is a 

great artist— 

one oj the most 

brilliant guitarists 

in the world/7 

A l u l a ' s S e e n v i a 

s may J, C 

Rackham Audi tor ium & 

Power Cen te r • A n n Arbo r 

Christopher Parkening performs an 

abbreviated recital 01 guitar masterworks 

from the 20th century, followed by a UMS 

tribute to his career, with video footage, 

interviews, and special guests. Baritone 

jubilant Sykes, who has performed recital programs 

with Christopher Parkening focused on 

South American composers, will also be featured. 

rcc 
The Ford Honors Program is made possible by Ford Motor Company 

734.764.2538 
www.ums.org 

All proceeds benefi t the U M S Educat ion 

and Audience Development Program, 
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through Detroit Edison, a DTE Energy Company, 

by June 30, 2003 * Post Lanterns and decora-

tive posts are available m a variety of designs, 
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to see the many styies available. 
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or order onl ine at w w w . d t e e n e r g y . c o m 

'* This offer must be presented a l the t ime of instal lat ion 

and is not val id w i t h any other offer. Instal lat ion is 

l imited to Mich igan 's lower peninsula. Oder ends 

Juno 30, 2003, Certain other res l r i c i ions may apply. 

value 

D T E E n e r g y 

Detroit Edison 
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Follow your favorite high school 
sports team each week in the Observer 
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YOUR GUIDE TO SUBURBAN ENTERTAINMENT 

PROFESSIONAL THEATER 

Century Theatre 
8-Track: The Sounds of the 
70s 7:30 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday, 1:20 p.m. limited 
Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, 1:30 p.m. Sunday, 333 
Madison, Detroit. $24.50-
$34.50.(313)963-9800 

Detroit Repertory Theatre 
Sorrow and Rejoicings, through 
May 25,13103 Woodrow Wilson, 
Detroit $17, free attended park-
ing (313)868-1347 

Gem Theatre 
Shear Madness, 333 Madison, 
Detroit. $24.50 to $34.50. (313) 
963-9800 

Meadow Brook Theatre 
Meshuggah-Nunsl continues 8 
p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday, and 2 
p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Sunday 
through May 11, Meadow Brook 
Theatre in Wilson Hall, Oakland 
University, Rochester Hills, $24-
$38, previews $19-$26. (248) 
377-3300 

Flanders Theatre Company 
Could This Be Love?, 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Friday to May 9; (no 
show Friday, May 2): 6 p.m. and 

• 9 p.m. Saturday, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, May 11, Trinity House 
Theatre, 38840 Six Mile Road at 
1-275, east of Haggerty, Livonia, 
for directions, call (734) 464-
6302 Tickets $14, $12 seniors, 
call (313) 538-5739 

COMMUNITY THEATER 

Play by Play 
A marathon of 23 short plays 
by local, regional and Interna-
tional authors noon to mid-
night Saturday, May 3, Studio 
Theatre in Varner Hall, Oakland 
University, Rochester. $5 per 
hour, $40 all day pass, avail-
able at the door. For more 
information, visit www.heart-
lande.com or call (248) 642-
4838 

Vilfage Players of Birmingham 
Side Show, the 1998 Tony-nomi-
nated musical about conjoined 
twins who were vaudevillians in 
the early 20th century, 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, May 2-3,9-10 
and 16-17, and 2 p.m. Sunday, 
May 11 and 18, at the playhouse, 
34660 Woodward. $15. Call (248) 
644-2075 

Rfdgedale Players 
Belles, a drama with off-beat 
humor, runs 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 2-3, Thursday-

• Saturday, May 8-10 and Friday-
Saturday, May 16-17, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4 and 18, at the 
theater, 205 W. Long Lake Road, 
between Livernois and Crooks, 
Troy. $12, $11 seniors and'stu-
dents on Sundays. (248) 988-
7049 

Spotlight Players 
Present the Stephen Sondheim 
musical A Funny Thing 
Happened.on the Way to the 
Forum 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
May 2-3, and 9-10, and 6 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4, Watertower . 
Theater on campus of 
Northville Psychiatric Hospital, 
41001W. Seven Mile Road, west 
of Haggerty, Northville. $14 
ages 19 and older, $10 ages 2-18. 
(248)349-7110 

Avon Players 
Cabaret 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
May 2-3,9-10, and Thursday-
Saturday, May 15-17, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4 and 11, at the 
theater, 1185 Washington Road, 
one mile east of Tienken and 
Rochester roads, Rochester 
Hills. $15.(248)608-9077 or 
visit the Web site at www.avon-
players.org 

Farmington Players 
Nunsense, Dan Goggin's 
musical comedy about f ive 
surviving members of the 
Sisters of Hoboken convent 8 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 2-3, 
and Thursday-Saturday, May 
8-10 and 15-17, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4 and 11, 
Farmington Players Barn 
Theater, 32332 W. 12 Mile 
Road, Farmington Hills. $15. 
(248) 219-0800 

Stagecrafters Baldwin Theatre 
Cowgirls, 8 p.m. May 1,2,3,9,10; 

7 p.m. May 4:2 p.m. matinee, 
May 11,415 South Lafayette, 
Royal Oak. $5-$16, (248) 541-
6430 

Clarkston Village Players 
The Cover of Life by R.T. 

Robinson, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, and 2 
p.m. Sunday, May 2-17, Depot 
th#air^-,?C|axkston. $10 
Thursdafaifiun^iyjt?. . 
Friday-Saturday. (248) '625^ -• 
8811 or online at the Web site 
www.clarkstonvillageplay-
ers.org 

DINNER THEATER 

Genitti's 
Motel Murders 7 p.m. Friday, May 
2,6 p.m. Sunday, May 3 and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 10 at Genitti's, 108 
E Main, Northville. $45, includes 7-
course dinner and show. (248) 
349-0522 (reservations) 

CHILDREN'S THEATER 

Genitti's 
Children's theater, lunch then 
show, 11:30 a.m., Saturday, May 
10 & 17,108 E Main, Northville, 
$12.95/kids; $14.95/adults, call 
for reservations, (248) 349-0522 

The Marquis Theatre 
The Emperor's New Clothes 
2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
through May 4,135 E. Main St., 
downtown Northville. $7.50 (no 
children under 3) (248) 349-8110 

Paper Bag Productions 
Charlotte's Web, noon (lunch), 
show 1 p.m. Saturday, May 3 and 
May 10; 1p.m. (lunch), show 2 
p.m. Sunday, May 4 and 11, 
Livonia Mall, Seven Mile Road 
and Middlebelt, use G entrance. 
Tickets $10 includes lunch, $7 
show only. (586) 344-7774 

CLASSICAL 

Birmingham-Bloomfield 
Symphony Orchestra 

Season finale concert 7 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4, at Temple Beth 
El, 14 MileS Telegraph Roads, 
Bloomfield Hills. $25, children 
under age 18 free. (248) 645-2276 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
Perform the World Premiere of 
Michael Daugherty's Fire and 
Blood violin concerto celebrat-
ing the Detroit Industry murals 
at the Detroit institute of Arts, 
8 p.m. Thursday-Friday, May 1-2; 
8:30 p.m. Saturday, May 3; 3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4. The Sunday con-
cert is part of the Introduction to 
the Classics Series and opens 
with the composer talking about 
what inspired him to write the 
violin concerto, Orchestra Hall, 
3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit. $15-
$56, limited number of box seats 
available for $48-$80. Tickets for 
Introduction to Classics Series 
are $28, $40 box seats. Call (313) 
576-5111 or visit www.detroitsym-
phony.com. 

Brunch with Bach & Friends 
Canton Project Arts presents 
pianist Rich Ridenour 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, May 4, Summit on the 
Park, Canton. $15, includes 
brunch. (734) 394-5460 

Redford Civic Symphony 
Spring concert featuring patri-
otic salute to America 3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4, at Thurston High 
School, Redford 

Michigan Opera Theatre 
Michigan Opera Theatre per-
forms Don Giovanni, Mozart's 
opera about legendary lover 
Don Juan through Sunday, May 
4. Performances 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Detroit Opera House, 1526 
Broadway Tickets: $18-$105, call 
(313) 237-SING. Groups of 20 or 
more, (313) 237-3409. For infor-
mation, call (313) 237-7464 or 
visit www.MichiganOpera.org. 

Saxophonist Marion Meadows performs with Bob Baldwin 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 3, at the 
Millennium Theatre, 15600 JL Hudson Drive, Southfield. Tickets are $30 advance, $35 at the door. Call 
(313) 922-5212 or (248) 423-2555. Meadows plays jazz from his latest CD 'In Deep/ 

Ann Arbor Comedy Showcase 
Improv Comedy Jamm Night! 
Open mic and Improv Comedy 
troupe, Beer Money, 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, 314 E. Liberty, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 996-9080. 

Genitti's 
Bob Posch, comedy, 7 p.m. May 9 
& 23,7-course dinner and show, 
$50,108 E. Main, Northville (248) 
349-0522 for reservations 

Joey's Comedy Club 
8 p.m. Tuesday is open mic with 
Beer Money Improv show, com-
edy classes begin Monday, April 
28, above Kicker's All-American 
Grill, 36071 Plymouth Road, 
Livonia. (734) 261-0555, 
www.joeyscomedyclub.com 

Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle 
Open mic 8 p.m. Wednesdays 
($2). Improv troupe 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays ($5), 269 E. Fourth, • 
Royal Oak. (248 ) 542-9900 or 
www.comedycastle.com 

Century Theatre 
Comedy works brings game-
style and sketch improvisation 
to the stage 8:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, to June 14,333 
Madison, Detroit. $12.50. (313) 
963-9800 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

VSA Arts Festival 
Southeast Region Committee of 
VSA arts of Michigan presents 
its annual festival featuring 200 
singers, dancers and performers 
with disabilities, an art exhibit, 
and hands on activities for chil-
dren 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday, May 
2, noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, May 
3, Livonia Mail, Seven Mile Road 
at Middlebelt. Call (248) 476-1160 
for information. 

Dead Man Walking 
Author Sister Helen Prejean 
talks about her book and the 
.opera coming to Michigan 
Opera Theatre in June, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 6, Detroit Opera 
House, 1526 Broadway. For com-
plimentary tickets to the event, 
call (313) 237-3254 

Photography Lecture 
• Photographer Paul Hurschmann 

talks about his art during a 
Three Cities Art Ciub meeting 7 
p.m. Monday, May 5, Plymouth 
Township Municipal Building, 
42350 Ann Arbor Road at Lilley. 
For more information, call 
Marilyn Meredith (248) 262-9711 
(weekdays) or (734) 397-2348 
(evenings), or visit 
Hurschmann's Web site at 
www.hurschmann.com 

Bloomfield Hills Toy Show 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 
31, at Cross of Christ Lutheran 
Church. 1100 Lone Pine Road. 
$4, kids under i2 free. (248) 
646-1047 

Studio Open House 
Ceramist Elizabeth Lurie holds 
her annuai Spring Studio Open 
House 11a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 
May 2. and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3, at 29228 
Summerwood, Holly Hills Farms 
Subdivision, south of 13 Miie 
Road, west of Middlebelt, 
Farmington Hills. Lurie demon-
strates how she makes hand-
crafted porcelain works 3 p.m. 
Friday. Clarkston artist Ruth 
Coulson's ceramic sculptures 
will also be on display. She 
demonstrates 3 p.m. Saturday. 
(248) 851-1732 or www.eliza-
bethlurie.com 

Birmingham-Bloomfield 
Symphony Orchestra 

Dinner and auction fund-raiser 
6 p.m. Friday, May 9, at the 
Townsend Hotel, Birmingham. 
Alexander Zonjic and Friends 
entertain. $100. (248) 645-2276 

Kadima 

Presents, "Beauty and the Beast" 
2 p.m., Sunday, May 4,, Fisher 
Theater, Detroit. $85, proceeds 
benefit Kadima's work with men-
tal illness. (248) 559-8235 

Village Players of Birmingham present 'Side Show,' the 1998 Tony-
nominated, musical about conjoined twins who were vaudevillians 
in the early 20th century, 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 2-3,9-10 
and 16-17, and 2 p.m. Sunday, May 11 and 18, at the playhouse, 
34660 Woodward Ave.. Tickets are $15. Call (248) 644-2075. 
Pictured are Patty Ward (Birmingham) and Jeanne DeLong (Shelby 
Township), the two real-life sisters who play the Hilton twins. 

Auction Spectacular 
Featuring 150 items including 
an afternoon of sailing, a week-
end at a lake cottage, and pri-
vate suite tickets for the indy 
500,7 p.m. Friday, May 2, also 
food and live music, at St. 
George Greek Orthodox Church 
Cultural Center, 43816 
Woodward, Bloomfield Hills. $10 
advance, $15 at door. (248) 335-
8869 or (248) 625-0345 

Hidden Agenda 
9 p.m, to 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday 
through Saturday, June 21, Fox 
& Hound, 39560 Woodward, 
Bloomfield Hills. No cover. (248) 
644-4800 

Rosie O'Grady's 
Tim Flaharty, Marvin Conrad 
and George Bennett, Tuesday 
Night Open Blues/Jazz Jam, 
9:30 p.m. to 1a.m. Tuesday, 
Rosie O'Grady's, 175 W. Troy 
Street, Ferndaie. (248) 591-9163 

Vince James frio 
Compari's, 8-11 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 350 S. Main, 
Plymouth, (734) 416-0100 

Matt Michaels 7tfo 
7:30-11 p.m. Wednesday, April 30, 
at Ron's Fireside Inn, 28937 
Warren Road, two blocks east of 
Middiebelt. $5 cover with dinner, 
$10 cover without dinner (two 
drinKminimum). (734) 762-7756 

Ursula Walker/Buddy Budson 
7:30-11:30 p.m. Saturday, May 3 
and 31, Friday, May 16 and 30, 
The Classic Grill in the 
Pontchartrain Hotel, 2 
Washington Bivd. (313) 965-0200 

Bugs Beddow band 
8 p.m. to midnight Friday, May 
16, Blue Martini, 201 Hamilton 
Row, Birmingham, (248) 258-
3005.10 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 30-31, Bo's 
Brewery, 51N. Saginaw, Pontiac, 
(248) 338-9088, and 10 p.m. to 2 
a.m. Saturday, May 17, Cavern 
Ciub, 201S. First, Ann Arbor, 
(734) 332-9900 

MAKING CONTACT 
Piease submit items for 
publication in Going 
Places to Linda Chomin 
two weeks in advance of 
event. Observer Si 
Eccentric Newspapers, 
36251 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, Ml 48150 or fax 
(734) 591-7279 

FOLK/WORLD 

Festival 
Flutist Ginka Ortega presents 
Groupa Musica Viva with 
Passions, Festival of World 
Music and Dance, Latin and 
Flamenco classics, Shelia 
Landis Trio,-and an African 
Music and Dance Ensemble, 8 
p.m. Friday, May 9, Smith 
Theater, Oakland Community 
College, Orchard Ridge campus, 
27055 Orchard Lake Road, 
Farmington Hills, $16 in 
advance, $18 door, $20 
reserved, up front seating, 
(248) 522-3667. 

Blackthorn 
The Lash Thursday-Friday, May 
8-9, and Blackthorn Saturday, 
May 17, John Cowley & Sons, 
3338 Grand River, Farmington. 
(248) 474-5941 (Celtic) 

CHORAL 

Plymouth Community Chorus 
"Broadway Legends" Saturday 
& Sunday, May 3-4, Northville 
High School, 45700 Six Mile Rd., 
Northville.. $12 (734)455-4080 

COMMUNITY BAND 

Birmingham Concert Band 
A Cause for Celebration, con-
cert with the Oakland Singers 
Encore and Bob Allison, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4, Birmingham 
Groves High School Auditorium, 
corner of 13 Mile and Evergreen 
roads. No charge, donations 
appreciated, www.birmingham-
concertband.com or (248) 647-
7586. 

SOCIAL DANCING 

Contra Dancing 
1:30-4:30 p.m. first Sunday of 
each month, Lovett Hal! 
Ballroom next door to Henry 
Ford Museum, Dearborn. $8. 
(313)982-6100, Ext. 2262 

Dance Elite Ballroom Studio 
Swing & Salsa dance instruction 
8 p.m., Dance 9 p.m. to mid-
night, DJ, open to the public, 
Friday, Maple at Haggerty 
(inside Bloomfield Avenue 
Shoppe II), West Bloomfield. $10, 
$9 Michigan Swing Dance 
Association, singles welcome, 
$10 per person (248)926-8522 

Moon-Dusters 
Ballroom dancing to live bands, 
featuring swing, fox trot, waltz, 
cha-cha and Latin, 8:30-11:30 

Nankin Mills Interpretive 
Center 

Live animal display-hands on 
activities for kids, 9 a.m. to 4 . 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, 33175 J 
Ann Arbor Trail in Westland, 
east of Hines Drive. Free (734) \ 
261-1990 i 

Detroit Institute of Arts \ 
Continues its Friday night pro- i 
gramming, at the museum, -i 
5200 Woodward Ave. With 
admission $4, $1 children, no 
charge for Founders Society 
members. Call (313) 833-8499 
for exhibition information, (313) 
833-7900 for general informa-
t ion or visit the Web site at 
www.dia.org 

Detroit Zoo 
Kids will love The Arctic Ring of 
Life, which features a 70-foot 
see-through acrylic tunnel 
where polar bears swim around 
visitors. $8 adults, $6 seniors 
and children. For more informa-
tion, call (248) 398-0900 or visit 
the Web site at www.detroit-
zoo.org. Now open 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. daily. The zoo is at 8450 W. 
10 Mile at 1-696 and Woodward, 
Royal Oak. The Detroit Zoo is 
always looking for volunteers. • 
To volunteer or for more infor-
mation, call Sue Kingsepp at 
(248) 541-5717. 

Henry Ford Museum 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday, and noon to 
5 p.m. Sunday. $8.50-$13.50. 
(313) 271-1620. For 1MAX ticket 
prices and show times, call 
(800) 747-IMAX (4629). • 

Meadow Brook Hall 
Tours 1:30 p.m. Monday-Sunday, 
and 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, cost is $12,50, 
$8.50 seniors over age 62, $6 
children under.12, children 
under 2 free;Tea on Tuesday 
$35, at Meadow Brook Hall on 
the campus of Oakland 
University, Rochester. For infor-
mation, visit the Web sjte at 
www.meadowbrookhall;org 

Plymouth Historical Museum 
Trash or Treasure? Antique 
Appraisal Clinic with Antique 
Roadshow appraiser Ernest 
DuMouchelie 10,a.m. to 5 p.m,,, 
Thursday, May 1, limit of up.to 5 
hand-held items, cost is $10 per 
ite for oral appraisal, $15 per , 
item for written: New perma-
nent Abraham Lincoln exhibit, 
Images of Lincoln, acquired 
from Michigan collector Weldon 
Petz, at the museum, 155 S. 
Main. $3, $1 students ages 5-17, 
$7 a family. Hours are 1-4 p.m. 

SELMA COHEN 

Ridgedale Players present 'Belles/ a drama with off-beat humor, 
runs 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 2-3, Thursday-Saturday, May 8-
10 and Friday-Saturday, May 16-17, and 2 p.m. Sunday, May 4 and 
18, at the theater, 205 W. Long Lake Road, between Livernois and 
Crooks, Troy. Tickets are $12, $11 seniors and students on Sundays. 
Call (248) 988-7049. Pictured are Tania Velinsky (left front) and 
Susie Skibicki, Diane Diilard (left rear), Elizabeth Webb, Pamela 
Heath, and Suzanne Barczewicz. 

p.m. Saturday, Livonia Civic 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road 
at Five Mile Road, $5. (248)967-
1428. 

Rhythm 'N' Shoes 
Weekly ballroom/ Latin dance 
party with disc jockey, 9-11 p.m. 
Thursday, 2172 Franklin Road, 
north of Square Lake Road, east 
of Telegraph, Bloomfield Hills, 
$7, $6 members. (248)334-0299 

A-1 Dance Parties 
8 p.m. to midnight, Thursday, 

Top 40s, Oldies, Line Dances, 
requests, Italian Cultural Center, 
Warren. $6. (313) 521-6564 

MUSEUMS, PARKS 
AND TOURS 

Cranbrook institute ofScience 
39221 Woodward Ave., 
Bloomfield Hills, $7 adults, $5 
children/seniors. (877) 462-7262 

Wednesday-Thursday and 
Saturday-Sunday. (734) 455-
8940 

Rochester Hills Museum at Van 
Hoosen Farm 

The 16-acre museum complex 
tells the story of Oakland 
County's earliest pioneers. 
Admission includes tours of the 
1840 Van Hoosen Farmhouse, 
1850 Tenant Red House and 1927 
Van Hoosen Dairy Barn. The • 
museum's new permanent 
exhibit, A Lively Town, uses 
more than 200 images and 100 
artifacts to show the develop-
ment of the Rochester area. $5, 
$3 children, students and sen-
iors. Hours are 1-4 p.m. 
Wednesday-Saturday, at the 
museum on Van Hoosen Road, 
one mile east of Rochester 
Road off Tienken. (248) 645-
4663 or visit www.rochester-
hills.org/museum.htm 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.MichiganOpera.org
http://www.joeyscomedyclub.com
http://www.comedycastle.com
http://www.hurschmann.com
http://www.dia.org
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Festival shows arts for everybody to experience 
It's true what they say about 

getting back mope than you 
give. Just ask Laurie 

Herman, a music therapist 
teaching students with disabili-
ties at Oakland Technical 
Center-Southeast in Royal Oak. 

For the last eight months 
she's worked to prepare the 
singers for a performance at 
the VSA Arts Festival 12:40 
p.m. Friday, May 2, at Livonia 
Mall. 

On Friday and Saturday, 
May 2-3, the Southeast Region 
Committee of VSA arts of 
Michigan showcase 200 per-
formers and exhibit works by 
Michigan artists with mental 
and physical disabilities. 

As a festival volunteer for 
the last eight years I can speak 
from the heart. In addition to 
giving children and adults with 
disabilities the opportunity to 
perform, the annual event 
allows children of all abilities 
to draw or make projects in 

Celebrate 

Artistic 
Expressions 

time for Mother's Day. 
The festival is also a good 

time to find out what VSA arts, 
is all about. Founded by Jean 
Kennedy Smith in conjunction 
with the Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts in 
Washington, D.C., VSA spon-
sors art, music and dance ther-
apy sessions throughout the 
year in schools ranging from 
Pontiac to Birmingham, 
Livonia and Detroit. 

Weekly art sessions help 
children and adults with dis-
abilities express themselves -
and have fun. But without the 
festival students wouldn't be 
given the opportunity to sing, 

dance or play chimes in front 
of an audience. 

This year I'll be there help-
ing with art activities and sell-
ing T-shirts sporting a violin 
drawn by Tbm Willis, an adult 
artist from The Art Experience 
studio in Pontiac. In between 
all of the volunteers will be 
clapping and moving to the 
music of performers such as 
Herman's students. They're 
looking forward to presenting 
I'd Like to Teach the World to 
Sing. 

AWESOME JOB 

Herman says she has an 
awesome job which incorpo-
rates her love of music. Giving 
workssboth ways. In return for 
helping students express them-
selves, Herman has the chance 
to sing, dance and watch her 
students grow through the 
arts. You can't ask for more 
than that from a job. 

"These kids can be over-
looked," said Herman who has 
brought students to the festival 
for the last three years. "They 
have natural talents and abili-
ties as well as any other stu-
dent. They love performing. 
Music gives them greater free-
dom of expression. 

"They're excited about the 
festival. They've been practic-
ing and learning to take bows. 
At the end they smile because 
they know they've done a good 
job." 

Those smiles are what keep 
myself and the rest of our com-
mittee - dance therapist Cindy 
Babcock of Royal Oak; music 
therapist Margaret Hull, 
Birmingham; art therapist 
Ronda Music, West Bloomfield, 
Connie Lott, Northville, and our 
president Jody Stark, Detroit -
coming back year after year. Of 
course we couldn't put on the 
festival without the Livonia Mall. 
They've made us feel welcome 

and helped in every way they 
could for the past three years. 

Marketing director Bobbi 
Gelman and her staff are 
enthusiastic supporters of the 
arts. The VSA festival kicks off 
the mall's fourth annual 
Celebrate the Arts (May 4-17) 
spotlighting local talent. 

Throughout the year the 
mall sponsors a variety of per-
formances including plays by 
Livonia Youth Theatre. In the 
past they've showcased the 
work of local artists in the 
Grassroots Gallery which 
Gelman hopes to reopen in the 
near future. 

'VSA is an integral part of 
what we believe - the arts all 
inclusive," said Gelman. 
"They're for everybody." 

Know of an interesting story? 
Call Observer & Eccentric 
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin 
at (734) 953-2145 or send e-mail 
to lchomin@oe.homecomm.net. 

VSA ARB FESTIVAL ! 
What: Southeast Region 
Committee of VSA arts of 
Michigan presents its annual 
festival featuring 200 singers, 
dancers and performers with 
disabilities, an art exhibit, and ' 
hands on activities for children. 
The festival kicks off Livonia 
Mall's Celebration of the Arts 
May 4-17 

When: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 'c 

Friday, May 2, noon to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3. See sidebar 
for May 4-17 performances 

Where: Livonia Mall, Seven 
Mile Road at Middlebelt. Call 
(248) 476-1160 for information. M 

Music 
Week 
Here's what's happening on the 
Sears Stage at Livonia Mall, 
Seven Mile Road at Middlebelt 
during the Community 
Celebration of National Music 
Week. For more information, 
call (248) 476-1160. 

Sunday, May 4 
3:30 p.m. Charlene Berry, dul-
cimer 

Monday, May 5 
1:30 p.m. Senior Gospel Choir 
from Joseph Walker-William 
Recreation Center in Detroit 
2:30 p.m. The Strutters Senior 
Dance Group from the rec center 

Tuesday, May 6 
12:30 p.m. Gary Cooper, saxo-
phone 
5 p.m. Marjorie Van Hoy, com-
poser and pianist 

Wednesday, May 7 
11:30 a.m. The Three Shades of 
Gold, jazz trio 
5 p.m. Vocals, flute and piano 
by Susie, Annemarie and Peter 
Hensoldt 
7 p.m. Silver Strings, dulcimer 
ensemble 

Thursday, May 8 
2 p.m. Ala Mode, barbershop 
quartet 

Friday, May 9 
Noon C.J. Nodus, medley of 
Broadway favorites 

Saturday, May 10 
4 p.m. Arbor Opera Theatre 
6 p.m. Mike Dunn, banjo 

Sunday, May 11 
Mother's Day - no performances 

Monday, May 12 
2 p.m. C.J. Nodus, medley of 
Broadway favorites 

Tuesday, May 13 
12:30 p.m. Gary Cooper, saxo-
phone 
5 p.m. Marjorie Van Hoy, com-
poser and pianist 

Wednesday, May 14 
11:30 a.m. Ladywood High 
School Orchestra 
2 p.m. C.J. Nodus, medley of 
Broadway favorites 
6 p.m. Detroit Fine and 
Performing Arts Middle School 
Band & Orchestra 

Thursday, May 15 
11 a.m. Birmingham Musicale 
String Ensemble 
11:45 a.m. Ladywood High 
School Chorus 
2 p.m. Clarenceville Middle 
School Show Choir 
7 p.m. Renaissance Barbershop 
Quartet 

Friday, May 16 
11:30 a.m. The Three Shades of 
Gold 
1 p.m. Clarenceville High 
School Choraliers 
4 p.m. Maria DiCinco and stu-
dents, piano 
6 p.m. Connie Randall and 
Friends, piano and vocals 

Saturday, May 17 
3 p.m. Arbor Opera Theatre 
6 p.m. Mike Dunn, banjo 

O N 
H O T D E A 

H 

NES 
SAVE. 

Nokia 3590 

NOW GET IT 

FREE 
after $100 mail-in rebate 

Sales tax applies to original purchase price of $99.99. 

• A I M Vlff«ate«A i * m 

Motorola T720 

f S A V E 
>100 
after mail-in rebate 

SIGN UP FOR AN OFFER AS BIG AS THE COUNTRY: THE mLIFE NATIONAL PLAN. 

No roaming or nationwide long distance charges 
Unlimited Night & Weekend minutes plus hundreds of Anytime minutes 
All on the AT&T Wireless national network 

a l l f o r 
$29.99 

a m o n t h 

: 
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FOX Only AT&T Wireless let* you text message your way inside American Idol 
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click: come in 

AT&T Wireless Stores Gift Cards now available at most AT&T Wireless 

AUBURN HILLS 
3922 Baldwin Ra. 
248745-3806 

BIRMINGHAM 
34200 Woodward Ave. 
248593-8579 

BRIARWOOD MALL 
814 Briarwood Circle 
734 913-9257 

DEARBORN 
2213/ Micnigan Ave. 
313 565-2680 

DETROIT 
2660 E. Jefferson 
313 259-1178 

FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER 
18900 Michigan Avenue 
313 253-3999 

• perfect for any occasion! 

FLINT 
3292 Linden Rd. 
810 733-1770 

I WE* 1 
HURON VILLAGE 
3217WashentawBlvd 
734 973-2043 

r CcMiSin 
LAKESIDE MALL 
14600 Lakeside Circle 
586 254-0506 

LIVONIA 
37677 Six Mile Ra. 
734462-1110 

MADISON HEIGHTS 
32800 JolWR. Rd. 
248589-2770 

MONROE, Ml 
Frenchtown Square I 
734 243-0533 

N0VI 
43267 Crescent Blvci. 
248347-1843 

ROSEVILLE 
31902 Gratiot 
586293-0142 
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ANN ARBOR 
CDS • 734 741-7386 
Wireless Toyz • 734332-0000 
Wireless Toyz • 734 944-2667 
DEARBORN 
CDS • 313945-6670 
CDS • 313 945-5502 
COS • 313982-9100 
Telecom 2000 • 313 634-2000 
DETROIT 

All About Wireless • 313 B82-8! 

1000mobifes.com 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
The Wireless Store • 248 553-6504 
GARDEN CITY 
Wireless Toyz • 734 261-0000 
LATHRUP VILLAGE 
Single Source Wireless • 248 557-3434 
LIVONIA 
Global Network • 734427-1022 
The Wireless Store • 734432-5905 
The Wireless Store « 246 475-2202 
Wireless Toyz • 248 442-1095 

MADISON HEIGHTS 
CDS • 248642-6000 
Champion's Cellular Warehouse -
ROSEVILLE 
Global Network • 560779-5700 
SHELBY TOWNSHIP 
Global Network • 566532-5000 
SOUTHFIELD 
COS • 248553-4800 
Wireless Toyz • 248! 

248 369-2700 
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S0UTHGATE 
Wireless Toyz • 734283-6800 
STERLING HEIGHTS 
COS • 810 566-9661 
TAYLOR 
Wireless Authority • 734 287-4400 
TROY 
The Wireless Store • 248! 
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Wireless toyz • 586 578-1000 

for 
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Global Network • 248 663-3330 
WAYNE 
Champions Cellular Warehouse • 734 641-3355 
WESTLAND 
Dial-Tel 2000 • 734513-2702 
WYANDOTTE 
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Wireless Toyz • 734484-6600 

wedelivercsllular.com 
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on calls placed f rom t h e National Service Area and applicable long dis tance charges additional. Night and Weekend air t ime is f r o m 9:00 p .m. -5 :59 a.m. Monday-Friday; and Friday 9:00 p . m . - M o n d a y S:59 a.m. 
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JX2' opens; 'Speed' 
at IMAX 

BY NICOLE STAFFORD 
STA^F WRITER 

t 
^11 the current big-screen hype is about 

X2, the X-Men sequel opening Friday. 
X2 reunites the principal cast mem-

bers, which include Hugh Jackman, Halle 
Bejrry, Ian McKellen and Rebecca 
Romijn-Stamos, continuing the original 
conflict between humans and mutants. 

X-Men was a tremendous box office hit 
and kicked off the current wave of comic 
film adaptations. Released by Twentieth 
Century Fox, X2 is rated PG-13. 

If you want a high-tech flick, but prefer 
a known quantity, The Matrix shows at 
midnight May 9-10 at Royal Oak's Main 
Art Theatre, kicking off the return of the 
venue's Midnight Movies series. For 

details and future midnight shows, call 
(248) 542-0180. 

The best high-tech flick in town is 
probably Top Speed, which continues 
through the month of May at The Detroit 
Science Center's IMAX Dome Theatre. 

The film explores the science of speed 
and bring the experience alive via world-
class athletes and racing professionals. 
Look for Olympic medallist Marion-
Jones, Le Mans champion race car driver 
Lucas Luhr and downhill mountain bike 
racer Maria Streb. Comedian and 
Detroit-area native Tim Allen is the film's 
on-screen host and narrator. For tickets 
and additional information, call (313) 
577-8400. 

n s t a f f o r d @ o e . f i o m e c o m m . n e t I ( 2 4 8 ) 9 0 1 - 2 5 6 7 
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The 'X2r action comes to theaters May 2. 

O B S E R V E R <3c E C C E N T R I C 

MOVIES 
National Amusements 
; Showcase Cinemas 

Showcase Dearborn 1-8 
• Michigan & Telegraph 

313561-3449 

' A f Shows unti l 6 pm. 
I * late Shows Fri. & Sat. 

a The Seal Cancan r 
n Confidence r 

n Identity r 
ii' Malibu'sMosI Wanted 13 

' n Bulletproof Monk 13 
i Anger Management 13 
' House of 1000 Corpse J r 
i A Man Apart r 
| What a Girl Wants" pg 

j Showcase Pontiac 
2405 Telegraph Rd. East side of 
I Telegraph 

248-334-6777 
Bargain Matinees Daily 

; Continuous Shows Daily 
Late Shows Fri. & Sat, 

V M M B W M S 

HP ANCER MANAGEMENT PG1J 
NP WHAT AGIRL WANTS PG 

NP A MAN APART R 
NP HEADOFSTATE PC13 
; NP BASIC R 

KP BRINGING DOWN THE 
; HOUSE PG13 

CHICAGO R 

'OUfMCOMHflltflrwCJjWD 

Showcase 
Westland 1 8 
6800 Wayne Rd., 

, One i M of Warren Rd. 
734-729-1060 

Bargain Matinees Daily 
AlrShows Until 6 p m 

* Late Shows Fri, & Sat, 
> NP DENOTES N 0 M J J 
\ 

£n The Real Cancun r 
; n Identity r 
; n Confidence r 

n MaHbu's Most Wanted 13 
- n Holes pg 

n. Bulletproof Monk 13 
AjnerMansement 13 
;W)at a Girl Wants pg 

«rjnging Down Hte Hotue 13 

FOR COMPUTEII5TING5 AND 

Star Theatres 
The Worid's Eest Theatres 

Now accepting Visa & 
' • MasterCard 
o "NP" Denotes No Pass 

Engagement 
f ' 

Star Great Lakes Crossing 
pinq Center 

248-454-03 
l l i m « W f M M C H M f l M A $ EVE, O U 

I W R C 0 W W E T E I I 3 W N W 

» IT RUNS IN THE fAMILY (K13) 
I ' NP IDENTITY (ffi ' 
K NP CONFIDENCE (R) 

BETTER U/CK TOOMORROW 

NPTHEG$UEF{R) 
: NP THE REAL CANCUN (R) 
^ NP HOLES (PG) 

NP SEND IT l i l t Bi?KHAM (PG13) 
• BULLETPROOF MONK (PGU) 
;ANGER MANAGEMENT PGU 
HOUSE 0F1,000 CORPSES (R) 

HjR) 
WHAT AGIRL WANTS (PG) 

{ THE CORE (PG13J 
• HEAD OF STATE (K13) 
, PIGLETS BIG MOVIE (G 
v BRINGING OOWN THE ROUSE 

(PG13) 
; CHICAGO (PG13) 
*• PIANIST IPG) 
S BASIC (R) 

v-CALt fOfl COMPLETE LISTINGS AND 

Star tohn-R 
a t 14 Mile 

: 248-585-2070 
one under 6 admitted for PCI 3 & 

•°> R rated films after 6 pm 

IDENTITY (R) 
NPITRUNSINTHEFAmV(PG13) 
1: NP CONFIDENCE (R) 
Z WTHE REAL CANCUN (R) 
* - NP HOLES (PG 
^WMAtiBlfSMOiT WANTED 

(PG13) 
.BULLETPROOF MONK (PG13) 

ANGER MANAGEMENT (PG13) 
HOUSE OF 1000 CORPSES (R) 

PHONE BOOTH (8) 
WHAT AGIRL WANTS (PG) 

HEAD OF STATE (PG13) 
THE CORE (PGU) 

BRINGING DOWN THE HOUSE 
(PG132) 

CHICAGO (PG13) 

OULfO/tCOMMfLOTNGSAND 

Star Rochester Hills 
200 Barclay Circle 

853-2260 
No one under age 6 admitted for 
PG13 & R rated films after 6 pm 

URMGKtMMKI IMNtK 
u u raft COMPUTE t i s r o f t u n / * ! . 

N P I D E N T I T Y ( R ) 
N P I T R U N S I N T H E F A M I L Y 

NPTHER1ALCINCUN(R) 
N P M A L M S M O S T W A N T E D 

NP HOLES (PG) 
NP BULLETPROOF MONK (PG13) 
ANGER MANAGEMENT (PG13) 

. PHONEBOOTHIR) 
WHAT A GIRL WANTS (PC) 

BRINGING DOWN THE HOUSE 

QI1C1G0()G13) 

OTOOTWCOtWIMMUW 

mvtfio Knoouft 

MlfORCOMKErMMSAND 

Star Southfield 
12 Mire between Telegraph 
and Northwestern, Off 1-696 

248-353-STAR 
No one under age 6 admitted 

for PCI 3 & R rated films after 6 

ktvitof Nltbt Is Family Nij/itotJMr 
Joi/Melo, wtotre is commm'taJ 
la pra»% the tat environment lot 
iamilf entertainment to mum 
fafetoaetoirt too movie. SMS 

JOtMftDwfflprorifcflMEEJMMI. 
POPo(idPOPC(MNtoflllWj«wid 
under tfaccompcnW tf a psraf lo oil 
slwwuMJfm. Dating ostfmilf 
Jota/op, no minors 16 peers end under 

wrent arar 8:30 pm,socrab Mm and 
MotimmmMiM 

mwmmANDiommsi 

2222 

WMSMiW0tMffiD.com 
inKMBMMIKSWH.GU 

f O f i C O M K f T f USTWCS. 

N P I T R U N S I N T H E F A M I L Y 

N P T H E R B 
N P I D E N T I T Y I 

N P B E T T E R L U C K T O R 

N P C O N F I D E N C E ( R ) 

N P M A L I B U ' S M O H W A N T E D 

NP HOLES (PG) 
A N G E R M A H A C E M E K T ( P C 1 3 ) 

HOUSE Of 1000 CORPSES (R) 
HEAD OF STATE (K13) 

THE CORE (PG13) 
PIGLETS BIG MOVIE (G) 

AGENT CODY BANKS (PG) 
BRINGING DOWN THE HOUSE 

(PG13 
A MAN APART (R) 
PHONEBOOTHIR) 

BULLET PROOF MONK (PG13) 
WHAT AGIRL WANTS (PGO 

CHICAGO (PG13) 

H W J O W O N I n e a r K * row 
M D I f l K M O I U l B f U K I 
6 AFTER & 0 0 P M R M T ! 0 R f l M 
fWil NO OUTSIDE FOOD 0 8 D M , 
0«iR»C0Mft£FEUSIJWCJ#» 

United Artists 
Commerce Township 14 

3330 Spmgvale Drive 
Located Adjacent to Home 

Depot 
lust North of the intersection of 

' 1 4 M i l e & H a g g e r t y R d . 
248-960-5801 

orvisitWWW.UATC.COM 
•All Stadium Seating 

•High-Back Rocking Chair Seats 
*Two-Day Advance Ticketing 

IDENTITY (R) 
CONFIDENCE (R) 

I T RUNS I N THE FAMILY (PCH) 
THE REAL C A N C U N (R) 

HOLES ( P C 1 3 J 
M A U B U S M O S T W A N T E D ( P C I J ) 

BULLETPROOF M O N K (PG13) 
ANCER M A N A G E M E N T FFGIJ) 

W H A T A G I I I L W A N T S (R) 
PHONE B O O T H (R) 

HEAD OF THE STATE ( P C U ) 
BRINGING D O W N T H E HOUSE 

m 
CHICAGO ( P G I J ) 

cwron complete iijtings and 

Birmingham 8 
Uptown Birmingham 8 

211S. Woodward 
Downtown Birmingham 

248-644-3456 
NP Denotes No Pass 

Engagements 
Order Movie tickets by phone! 
Call 644-3456 and have your 

VISA or Master Card ready! (A 
5Usu rcha rgepe r transaction will 

apply to all telephone sales) 
MATINEE MOVIES $6.00 

Coll i / w r t r e f o r cur rent tore 
o n d t imes, 

(NP) Better Lock Tomorrow (R) 
The Good Thief (R) 

Assassination Tango (R) 
Spider (R) 

Chicago (NR) 
Hie Quiet American (R) 

W f f l M N N M 

i WORE M A R M /[WISH FIIM FISML 

Rosenzwelg's Freedom 
The Sky is Falling 

O i l M 4 - F M W R INWRWAT/ON 

Birmingham Palladium 12 
Up Town Palladium 12 

250 North of Old Woodward 
Ave. 

Downtown Birmingham 
248-644-FILM 

ring 12 stadium seating 
auditoriums with sate-of-thwrfwall 
to wall curved screens, Dolby Digital 
surround sound, two gian concession 
stands, valet parking, Little Caesar's 

to, Say's Ice Cream and the all new 
Premiere Entertainment Auditorium, 

Cal l f t e a t r e for c w r w t M m a n d ties 

M 4 T I N E E M 0 W E 5 K . 0 0 

A l i o 1 M 9 f n t f i e J t r r a l n j 
A l i o s M t y fti t f te Premier 

' Eo ferttr/nmefl t Au df to r fum 

(NP) The Core (PG-13) 
(NP) Dreamcatcher(R) 

(NP) Boat Trip (I) 
(NP) Piglet's Big Movie (G). 

AgenUody Banks (PG) 
flie Hunted (R) 

Bringing Down the House (PC-

Tears of the Sun (R) 
Old School (R) 

MIR Theatres 

Located at Brighton Towne 
Square 

behind Home Depot 
G M 0 ) 8 W ) U l f # f l 

New 16 Screen State-of-the-Art-
Cinema 

Al! Stadium Seating'AII Big 
Screens 

All Digital Sound 

m\\ 

(NP)Tfl?RSAlCA^[R! 
(NP) CONFIDENCE [Rj 

(NP) IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY 

(NP)MAUBUST WANTED 
(PG13J 

(NP)H0LES[PC1 
THE PIANIST IRT 

HOUSE OF A1090 CORPSES [R] 

(PG131 
ANGEfi MANAGEMENT (PCI 3] 

WHAT A GIRL WANTS j " " 
PHONEBOOTHIR] 
A MAN APART M 

IDENTITY 

J 
CALt fOfi COMPLETE USTINGJ ANO 

M S 

Main Art Theatre III 
118 Main at 11 Mile 

Royal Oak 
248-M2-0189 

call 77-FILMSext 542 

TiCKEH AVAILABLE AT THE BOX 
O f F K f O R 

AND HASTffiCJRD 4CCfPTED 

LAUREL CANYON (R) 
COWBOY BEBOP R) 

BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM (PG13) 

O t l fOK COMMETf i l J W i C J 4ND 

TIMES 

(hiiKRllnier 6 MkkiM 

Maole Art Cinema III 
4135 W. Maple, West of 

Telegraph 
Bloomflelo Hills 
248-542-0180 

D l J C O l i r a J W O M f ! 

HE LOVES ME, HE LOVES ME NOT 
w 

THE PIANIST (R) 
TALK TO HER ( j ) 

W I l FOR COMPETE W F / N C J 4ND 

Oxford 7 Cinemas. LLC. 
Downtown Oxford 
Lapeer Rd.( 

biijjliw 
G/ fT C f f i T i n W T E J O N M i E N O l V I • 

'DEMOTES [ U f l f R r IE4TINC A M I U S I E 
t w w . e r a s s l r s - e r S f f t o l i m e f l t . c o m 

NP CONFIDENCE (R) 
NP ITRUNS IN THE FAMILY (PG13) 
NP BETTER LUCK TOMORROW (R) 

NP HOLES (PG)" 
flP MAUBUS MOST WANTED (PG13 

ANGER MANAGEMENT (PG13) 
NP BULLETPROOF MONK (PG13) 

WHAT AGIRL WANTS (PG) 
A MAN APART (R) 

HEAD OF STATE (PG13) 
BRINGING DOWN THEH0USi(PG13 

CHICAGO (PG13) 
THE PIANIST (R) 

PGIE600K2(G) 
THE CORE (PG») 

(OPEN CAPTIONED) 

fgAusnDrim/iuoiroftiiiiHi 
D I C I H t J O U N D 

BEER, WINES COCKTAILS 
8 « O f f i K Opent o f 11 :30 m i 

335B2 Grand River 

F a x ( 2 4 M 1 3 0 0 
DETROIT'S LOWEST FIRST RUN 

AMC Livonia 20 
Haggerty V Mile 

fMim 
CAU THEATRE FOR FEATURES 

Theatre 
Dearttom 

(313)846-6910 
Always 2 big pictures 

Children Under 12 are Free 
Electric in Car Heaters 

1-S 
MAUBU'S MOST WANTED 

CRADLE 2 TH?GftAVE[R3 

IDENTITY [Rj 
DARKNESS FALLS [PG13j 

THE REALCANCUN 

BRWGING DOWN .THE HOUSE 

DELIVER USSEVA[PG13] 

on f i e south side o l 12 Mile Road 
1/4 Mile west of Novi Road 

2 4 8 - 3 1 9 3 4 5 6 

SHANGHAI KNIGHTS [PG13] 
GODS & GENERALS [PG13] 

State Wayne Theatre 
35310 Michigan Ave. 

Wayne 

miwm 
Cinemark Movie 16 

fire Best Seat In torn 

Warren, Ml 
810-5584207 

E A S i r W f E K l t S T / W S 

uuFOKOxucrmniffis 

ABOUT SCHMIDT (R) 
ANTWONE FISHER (PC13) 

BIKER B0Y2(PG131 
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN ( k l 3 ) 

CRADLE 2 THEGRAVE(R) 
DAREDEVIL (PG13J 

DARKNESS FALLS (PG13) 
DELIVER US FROM EVA (R) 

DRUMtlNE [PG13] 
RNAl DESTINATION 2 (R) 

GODS AND GENERALS (PG13) 
JUNGLE BOOK 2 ((I) 
llfST MARRIED (PCI3) 
KANGAROO jAnlPGi 

LORD Of THE RINGS-THE TWO 
TOWERS (PG13) 

NATIONAL SECURITY PG13) 
RECRUIT (PG13 

SHANGHAI KNIGHTS PG13) 

M Q N M T H f W F R I M 
f l M T W O W OF THE O / l f J O f 

au jhosw i i M v i m m m m 
MnfflMrtfKRMOPM AU SUTS {2.00 
s/ucaw mm au snow after tne 

FIRST W O W J I . M 

FILM BEAT 

AGENT CODY BANKS PC 
BRINGING DOWN THEHOUSE 

C H I l f i o l k n ] 

CALL FOU COMPLETE LISFINGS AND 

M|R 
Waterford Cinema 16 

S.E. corner M-59 & Williams Lake 
Rd. 

moMillntl24S)6i(-mO 
uiujMsm 

Confidence R 
Chicago PG-13 

Spun Newmarket NR 
Anger Management PG-13 

The Awful Truth NR 
Academy Shorts NR 

The Pianist R 
Talk To Her R 

Bowling for Columbine R 

T[PG13] 
CHICAGO (PG13J 

PHONE BOOTH! 
A MAN APART [Rj 

HEAD OF STATE [PC13j ' 
DYSFUNKTIONAL FAMILY [R] 

BULLETPROOF MONK [PCI SI 
HOUSE OF A1000 CORPSES [RJ— 
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&MrwEEXtisms. CAUFOS 

FEATUSEI. 

The Pianist R 
Chicago PG-13 
Phone Booth R 

Anger Management PG-13 
It Happened One Night NR 

Talk To Her R 
City of God R 

Bowling for Columbine R 
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THE GOOD THIEF 

Film beat lists alternative film theaters, 
special movie events and local flicks. 
Listings and movie information can be 
submitted to: Nicole Stafford, Observer 
& Eccentric Newspapers, 801 East Maple. 
Birmingham, Mich. 48009 or e-mail 
nstafford@oe.homecomm.net. 

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, Detroit Institute 
of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit, 
(313) 833-3237, www.dia.org/dft. Adult 
admission, $6.50, senior citizens, full-
time students with valid identification 
and DIA members, $5.50. Discount tick-
ets available in book for five for $25. 
Films screened Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday. All Monday shows are in 
the evening. 

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360 Lahser in 
Detroit, call (313) 537-2560. Regular 
admission, $3. 

BREW AND VIEW AT THE MAGIC BAG, 
22920 Woodward, Ferndale, (248) 544-
3030, www.magicbag.com, movie nights 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays in small 
theater setting with full bar, must be at 
least 21, doors open at 8 p.m., films start 
at 9:30 p.m., box office hours are 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., $2. 

MAIN ART THEATRE, 118 North Main at 11 
Mile in downtown Royal Oak, (248) 542-
0180. Adult evening admission is $8.50. 
Matinees before 6 p.m. and admission 
for seniors and children is always $6. 

MAPLE ART THEATRE, 4135 West Maple in 
Bloomfield Township, (248) 542-0180. 
Adult evening admission is $8.50. 
Matinees before 6 p.m. and admission 
for seniors and children is always $6. 

MICHIGAN THEATER, 603 East Liberty, 
Ann Arbor, (734) 668-8463, 
www.michtheater.com. Adult admission, 
$8, students and senior citizens, $6.25, 
Michigan Theater members, $5.50. Films 
are shown daily. 

STATE THEATER, 233 State St., Ann Arbor, 
(734) 761-8667 or www.michtheater.com. 
Adult admission, $8, students and senior 
citizens, $6.25. 

UPTOWN BIRMINGHAM 8,211 South Old 
Woodward Ave. in downtown 
Birmingham, (248) 64^3456. Aduit 
admission is $8.50 in the evening and $6 
for matinee showings before 6 p.m. 
Admission for seniors age 55 and older 
is $5.50 all the time. Admission for chil-
dren age 12 and under is $5.75 all the 
time. 

Silly 'Identity' movie 
suffers from overkill 
BY VICTORIA DIAZ 
CORRESPONDENT 

In this weird, sopping wet 
movie, 10 assorted types find 
themselves thrown together at 
a seedy little roadside motel on 
a dark and stormy night. Soon, 
the motley crew begins, in vari-
ous and sundry ways, to turn 
up dead, one-by-bloody-one. 

A couple of them are run 
down by cars, some others are 
shot, one body is found tum-
bling in a clothes dryer, and 
another meets his maker via the 
old baseball-bat-shoved-down-
the-gullet trick. As their ranks 
thin, those who remain become 
really unnerved by it all, and 
everybody begins to suspect 
everybody else. This wouldn't 
bring to mind Agatha Christie's 
Ten Little Indians, would it? 

As moviegoers, we're sup-
posed to get caught up in the 
mayhem, too, of course, and 
play the desperate game along 
with the hapless hotel guests. 
And, at first, we do. But after 

awhile, everything turns so 
silly and nonsensical that our 
natural inclination is to laugh 
- in all the wrong places. 

Talk about your overkill. 
Directed by James Mangold 

(Girl, Interrupted), and written 
by Michael Cooney (Jack 
Frost), Identity stars John 
Cusack as a guy who's driving a 
movie star (Rebecca De 
Mornay) around the washed-
out countryside, and Ray 
Liotta as a guy who's doing the 
same for a dangerous criminal 
(Jake Busey). Only don't be too 
sure, because (heads up!) so 
many things in Identity axe not 
really what they seem. 

Most struggle mightily to 
rescue this film, but much of 
the time, it just keeps spring-
ing leaks, mainly because 
Iden tity contains enough clich-
es to sink a small ship. 

The same goes for the rest of 
the cast, which includes 
Amanda Peet as a prostitute 
(with something like a heart of 
gold, of course), Alfred Molina 

as a kindly doctor, and Pruitt 
Taylor Vince as his patient, 
who either may or may not be 
insane. 

Anyway, it just keeps raining 
and raining and raining, and 
then there's another clap of 
thunder, and then another 
flash of lightning, and then yet • 
another dead body, until we all 
feel rather oversaturated and 
half-drowned with blood and 
gore and water. 

Then, finally, the sun shines, 
and we find ourselves in a nice 
orange grove, and things are 
supposedly cleared up. But 
they aren't really. There's one 
last matter to attend to, rain or 
shine. We must dig a little 
deeper (please observe, some-
body really is digging in the 
dirt as the scene opens). 
Then... 

Oh, stop laughing. 

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resident and 
writes about movies, books and the-
ater for the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

'Dead Man Walking' author to speak 
Sister Helen Prejean, author 

of the best-selling novel Dead 
Man Walking: An Eye Witness 
Account of the Death Penalty 
in the U.S., will give a one-
hour talk followed by a ques-
tion and answer session and 
book signing 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 6, at the Detroit Opera 
House. 

Michigan Opera Theatre 
presents Dead Man Walking, 
the thought provoking opera -
based on the novel by compos-
er Jake Heggie and librettist 
Terrance McNally June 7-15. 
Sister Prejean will talk about 
the opera, film and book 
(Random House, 1993, 
Vintage 1994) that was on the 
New York Times best-selling 
list 31 weeks and nominated 
for a Pulitzer Prize. 

Sister Prejean began coun-
seling death row inmates at the 
Louisiana State Penitentiary in 
1981. Since then she has 
accompanied five men to their 
death by execution. Sister 
Prejean also works with the 
murder victims' families. 

The book was made into a 
film written and directed by 
Tim Robbins. Susan Sarandon 
received best actress at the 

What: Sister Helen Prejean 
talks about her book and the 
opera coming to Michigan 
Opera Theatre in June 

When: T p.m. Tuesday, May 6 

Where: Detroit Opera House, 
1526 Broadway. For 
complimentary tickets to the 
event call (313) 237-3254 

Academy Awards in 1996 for 
her portrayal of Sister Prejean 
in the film. The opera pre-
miered in 2000 at the San 
Francisco Opera Company. 

Sister Prejean is working on 
another book, Impossible 
Burden, for Random House on 
two possibly innocent men on 
death row. 

For more information on the 
Dead Man Walldug perform-
ance in June, call (313) 237-
SING or visit the Web site at 
www.MichiganOpera.org. 

Best-selling author Sister Helen 
Prejean talks about her book and the 
opera, 'Dead Man Walking/ coming to 
the Detroit Opera House. 
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Performers 
The Canadian trumpet-organ duo of Stuart laughton and Wiiliam 
O'Meara perform the final concert of the 2002-2003 Music Series at 
Nardin Park United Methodist Church 3 p.m. Sunday, May 4. Trumpeter 
Laughton was one of the founding members of Canadian Brass. No 
charge for concert, light reception 2:15 p.m., open to the public. The 
church is at 29887 W. 11 Mile Road, west of Middlebelt, Farmington Hills. 
Call (248) 476-8860. 

Merling Trio 
spotlights 
new jazz work 

The Merling Trio returns to 
the Vivace Series 8 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3, at 
Birmingham Temple in 
Farmington Hills. 

They'll perform an eclectic 
program that includes Joseph 
Haydn's Piano Trio in C minor, 
Argentinean composer Astor 
Piazzolla's De Las Cuatro 
Estaciones Portenas, and a 
newly commissioned jazz work 
by American composer Frank 
Proto. 

The trio is composed of 
Bruce Uchimura, cello; Susan 
Uchimura, piano, and Renata 
Knific, violin. Jazz bassist Tom 
Knific joins them for the Proto 
work. 

Formed in 1988, the Merling 
Trio have performed through-
out the U.S., Canada, Great 
Britain, and Asia. The trio 
members are in residence at 
Western Michigan University, 
and are on the faculty at 
Encore School for Strings and 
the Lancut Festival in Poland. 

The Merling Trio is composed of 
Bruce Uchimura, cello; Susan 
Uchimura, piano; and Renata Knific, 
vioiin. 

The concert will be followed 
by an afterglow with an oppor-
tunity to meet the performers. 

VIVACE SERIES 
What: Presents the Merling Trio in the final concert of the season 

When: 8 p.m. Saturday, May 3 

Where: Birmingham Temple, 28611W. 12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills 

Tickets: $18, $15 seniors and students. 
Call (248) 788-9338 or (248) 661-1348 
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EVER: 
A n d e r s o n J o n e s , 

IDENTITY 
NOW PLAYING 

PHOENIX THEATRES 
fl B E L - A I R C E N T R E 
3 1 3 / 4 3 8 - 3 4 9 4 
SHOWCASE C I N E M A S 
B E A C O N EAST C I N E M A S 
3 1 3 - 8 8 2 - 7 5 0 0 
GOODRICH 
C A R T O N S 
7 3 4 / 9 8 1 - 1 9 0 0 
UNITED ARTISTS 
C O M M E R C E S T A D I U M 1 4 
2 4 8 / 9 6 0 - 5 8 0 1 
SHOWCASE C I N E M A S 
D E A R B O R N 1 - 8 
3 1 3 / 5 6 1 - 3 4 4 9 

STAR 
F S I R I A N E 
3 1 3 / 2 4 0 - 6 3 8 9 

A M C 
F O R U M 3 0 
5 8 6 / 2 5 4 - 5 6 6 3 

STAR THEATRES 

5 8 6 / 7 9 1 - 3 4 2 0 
STAR THEATRES 
GREAT LAKES C R O S S I N G 
2 4 8 / 4 6 4 - 7 5 5 1 

STAR THEATRES 

2 4 8 / 5 8 5 - 2 0 7 0 ; 

A M C 
L A U R E L P A R K 1 0 
7 3 4 / 4 6 2 - 6 2 0 0 
STAR THEATRES 
L I N C O L N P A R K 8 
3 1 3 / 3 8 2 - 9 2 4 0 
A M C 

L I V O N I A 2D 
7 3 4 / 5 4 2 - 9 9 0 9 
A M E R I C A N fAMILY CINEMAS 
L I V O N I A M 4 U 
2 4 8 / 4 7 6 - 4 5 0 7 
GOODRICH 

H O V I T O W N C E N T E R 8 
2 4 8 / 3 4 4 - 0 0 7 7 

UPTOWN 
P A L L A D I U M 1 2 
2 4 8 - 6 M - F I L M 
STAR THEATRES 
R O C H E S T E R H I L L S 
2 4 8 / 8 5 3 - 2 2 6 0 
STAR THEATRES 
S O U T H F I E L D 
2 4 8 / 3 7 2 - 2 2 2 2 
MJR 

S O U T H S ATE 2 0 
7 3 4 / 2 8 4 - 3 4 5 6 

Sorry. No Pa: 
For This 

Check Theater Directories for Showt ime;. 

SHOWCASE C I N E M A S 
S T E R I I N 6 1 - 1 5 
5 8 6 / 9 7 9 - 3 1 6 0 
STAR THEATRES 
TAYLOR 
7 3 4 / 2 8 7 - 2 2 0 0 
SHOWCASE C I N E M A S 
W E S T L A N O 1 - 8 
7 3 4 / 7 2 9 - 1 0 6 0 

W O N D E R L A N D 6 
7 3 4 / 2 6 1 - 8 1 0 0 

Visit Showtimes.SonyPictures.com 
OR CHECK YOUR LOCa i LISTINGS-, 

Protecting state's natural beauty at 
heart of North Country Opera sequel 
BY NICOLE STAFFORD 

STAFF WRITER 

Ann Arbor playwright, poet and musi-
cian Jay Stielstra integrates the hus-
band-and-wife relationship with the 
politics of land conservation in his 
sequel to North Country Opera. 

On stage Saturday-Monday, May 3-5 
at The Ark in Ann Arbor, the folk musi-
cal, aptly titled North Country Opera 
Continued, takes up with Stielstra's orig-
inal story, but 20 years later - just in 
time for the first North Country produc-
tion's 20th anniversary. 

Politics "is a little more overt," in the 
sequel, said Stielstra, a longtime Ann 
Arbor resident who grew up in 
Ludington and wrote the dialogue and 
songs for both North Country musicals. 

Stielstra, now 69, said he wanted poli-
tics to impact a fictional marriage 
because he believes our private lives 
cannot be separated from public issues. 

In North Country Opera Continued, 
the story's original lead characters 
Michael and Sari, now married and the 
owners of the Buckhorn Bar in 
Michigan's Upper Peninsula, meet moral 
and marital conflicts after the arrival of 
two land developers intent on turning the 
pristine region into a tourist attraction. 

Dissatisfaction with urban life and the 
rewards of rural living are themes in North 
Country Opera, whereas land conservation 
is firmly pitted against land development -
and a marriage - in the sequel. 

"Sari has never been out of the town 
and is in her mid-40s. She thinks maybe 
she should make some money," 
explained Stielstra. "Michael has thrown 
off his commercial interests long ago to 
come and be with her." 

North Country Opera Continued is a 
two-act musical and contains about 13 
songs performed live on acoustic guitar, 
electric bass, fiddle, banjo, mandolin 
and dobro, which sounds a bit like ah 
Hawaiian guitar. 

"The sound of my music has more of a 
country sound than pop. There's country 
folk and pop folk. Mine is more on the 
country side - with a little blue grass 
influence," said Stielstra. 

A regular performer at several Michigan 
venues and a songwriter with works 
recorded by other artists, Stielstra is often 
referred to as Ami Arbor's "poet laureate." 

Dave Siglin, program director at The 
Ark, goes farther. Stielstra "should be 
the poet laureate of the State of 
Michigan," he said. "His songs can be 
compared with those of any songwriter 
in the country as far as I'm concerned." 

nstafford@oe.homecomm.net I (248) 901-2567 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF NORTH COUNTRY OPERA CONTINUED 

'North Country Opera Continued' stars Michael Smith, a guitar player and singer with the Cadillac 
Cowboys and Tracy Komarmy, chair of Washtenaw Community College's Performing Arts 
Department. 

FOLK MUSICAL 
What North Country Opera Continued, a folk musical sequel by Ann Arbor playwright, 

. musician and poet Jay Stielstra. 

When: 8 p.m. Saturday, May 3, and Monday, May 5; 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May 4. 

Where: The Ark, 316 South Main in Ann Arbor. 

Tickets: General admission, $20, students and individuals with a union card 
or fishing license, $15, call (734) 763-TKTS or TicketMaster at (248) 645-6666. 
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