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• LaJoy hours 
Local residents hoping to 

meet with state Rep. Phil 
LaJoy, R-Canton, get their 
chance Monday. 

LaJoy will hold local leg-
islative office hours 2-5 p.m. 
at the Canton Township 
Library. LaJoy will answer 
questions and discuss cur-. 
rent legislative issues with 
local residents. 
; No appointment is neces-

sary. 

"Brunch with Bach and 
Friends" is planned 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, May 4, at the. 
Summit. Sponsored by 
Canton Project ARTS, the 
event will feature pianist 
Rich Ridenour and displayed 
art from well known area 
artists. Brunch will be pre-
pared by Summit Gourmet. 

Tickets are $15 and can be 
purchased at the Summit. Call 
(734)394-5460 for details. 

• Fine Arts award 
Lauren French, a Canton 

High School senior, has been 
named the first recipient of 
the Damaris Fine Arts 
Scholar Award. 

The $500 prize was estab-
lished by family members in 
memory of Damaris (Dee) 
Schulte, an artist and long-
time volunteer and board 
member of the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council. 

In granting the award, the 
PCAC recognizes a high school 
senior who has displayed out-
standing abilities in visual 
arts and plans to continue 
his/her education in this field. 
The competition was juried by 
Mark Wentzel a professor of 
art at Concordia University. 

It's French's second PCAC 
award. She was an Isbister 
Competition winner in the 

fourth 

admitted 
to the 
fine arts 
program 
at 
Western 

Michigan University and 
hopes to enter the graphics 
art program next year. 
• - Along with a portfolio 
judges called "amazing," 
French submitted an artist's 
statement they said "beauti-
fully captured the spirit and 
character of Dee Schulte." 
She spoke of being able to 
help others with an art or 
design project saying, 
"There's nothing as gratify-
ing as. seeing someone's face 
light up because they like 
what you did for them." 

• Toast to Canton 
A wine and food tasting to 

benefit the Kiwanis of 
Plymouth-Canton Breakfast, 
the Canton Exchange Club 
and the Leadership Canton 
Alumni Association 
Scholarship Fund is set for 7-
9 p.m. Friday, May 2, at 
Waltonwood at Cherry Hill. 

The event includes several 
wine tables, as well as a non-
alcoholic table, along with a 
wide variety of hors d'oeu-
vres, entertainment and door 
prizes. 

Tickets are $30 in advance, 
$35 at the door, and are 
available at Holiday Market 
and theCanton Chamber of 
Commerce. Call (734) 394-
5188 for details. 

CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
Survey finds opposition to trash importing - Local news, A3 
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'Beauty and the 
Beast' heading to 
Fisher Theatre. 
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Was Days Inn death payback killing? 
Police find suspect's daughter buried at his Belleville home 
BY JACK GLADDEN AND HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITERS 

A bizarre case of murder and 
suicide took another twist 
Wednesday when Belleville . 

police discovered the body of 
the murder suspect's own 
daughter. 

Executing a search warrant; 
the Belleville home of murder 
suspect Thomas Joseph 

Copperstone, police found his 

19, dead in a fruit cellar that 
had been sealed off with con-

Thomas Copperstone was a 

suspect in the death of Jessica 
Louise Smith, 23, of Canton, 
whose body was found Easter 
Sunday by a housekeeper in a 
room at the Days Inn on 
Michigan Avenue at 1-275. 
Copperstone was later found 
dead in a Washtenaw County 
field, apparently of a self-inflict-

ed gunshot wound. 
The warrant to search 

Copperstone's Belleville home 
was issued after police found a 
letter written by Copperstone 
addressed to his brother, in 
which Copperstone accused 

PLEASE SEE MURDER, A4 

Dual roles keep 
local Guard 
general busy 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

For Canton resident Carol Ann 
Fausone (make that General Fausone), 
it was an opportunity just too good to 

Fausone 

Fausone, formerly director of nurs-
ing at St. Mary Mercy Hospital in 
Livonia, has been named assistant 
adjutant general for the state of 
Michigan for veteran's affairs. Fausone 

was promoted to 
brigadier general in 
the Michigan Air 
National Guard last 
year, the first woman 
in the 54-year history 
of the Michigan Air 
National Guard to 
attain that rank. 

She is also the first 
woman in the 163-year 

history of the Michigan National 
Guard and the first Michigan medical 
officer of either sex to attain the rank 
of general. 

She was appointed to the assistant 
adjutant general post earlier this year 
by Gov. Jennifer Granholm, 

"This was an opportunity I don't 
believe I could pass up," she said. 
"There are 861,000 veterans in the 
state of Michigan. I'm working with 
the veterans homes in Grand Rapids 
and Marquette. It's a fabulous oppor-
tunity to represent caring with my 
nurse background" 

But that's only one of her jobs. When 
Fausone was promoted to general, she 
was also assigned as an assistant to the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Health Affairs, Force Health 
Protection and Readiness in 
Washington, D.C. In that role, she 

sists the de : deputy assistant secretary in 
developing and implementing pro-
grams, policy and operations for 
Reserve Affairs. 

She commutes to Lansing on a daily 
basis and said she spends about 40-60 
hours a month in Washington. 

She declined to discuss precisely 
how the present situation in Iraq has 

PLEASE SEE FAUSONE, A 4 
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Easter eaos-citement 
Jenny Yu, 2% ana Albert Li, 4% holds hands as they wait for the start at the Canton Easter Egg 
Hunt Saturday in Heritage Park. Jenny's mom, Lynn Lu, stands behind her adjusting the video cam-
era and Albert's mom, Xiamei Zhang, gives the two some scouting tips. 

touched by 
outpouring 
of support 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

There are no jurisdictional lines for 
sympathy when a police officer goes 
down in the line of duty. 

A Phoenix, Ariz., police officer, 
Robert Sitek, 35, formerly of Canton, 
was seriously wounded April 12 after 
being shot during a routine traffic stop. 
He continues to be listed in critical con-
dition at Maricopa County Hospital. 

Since then, he has received sympathet-
ic e-mails from fellow officers in Hawaii, 
Michigan and even Australia, said mom 
Kathleen Sitek. She and her husband, 
Richard, who reside in Canton, are con-
tinuing to stay at a motel in Phoenix in 
oider to be close to their son. 

Sitek recently had his spleen 
removed after doctors discovered an 
infection caused by a bullet wound. 
His kidneys have, also failed, and he is 
on dialysis treatments. He was shot 
four times during the traffic stop -
twice in the abdomen and twice in his 
arm and hand. 

The shooter was subsequently killed 
by Sitek's partner. 

Kathleen Sitek she has been partic-
ularly moved by the expressions of 
respect and sympathy from Canton 
police during the ordeal. 

"The Canton Police Department has 
stayed, in contact on a daily basis and has 
offered to do anything it can to help," 
Sitek said. "What I'm seeing is akin to a 
genuine love between brothers. So many 
people only see one side of officers." 

Canton police Lt. Pat Nemecek said 
when an officer goes down - particu-
larly during a routine act such as a 
traffic stop - it tends to hit close to 
home for most police officers. 

In this case, the officer taken down 
was originally from Canton. Sitek is a 
1986 graduate of Plymouth Salem 
High School. 

"That just sort automatically 
plugged us in," Nemecek said. 

PLEASE SEE SITEK, A 4 

Sheldon Road underpass project derailed by commission 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

Members of the Plymouth 
City Commission have sent a 
message as glaring as flashing 
railroad crossing lights: They 
want no part of the Sheldon 
Road railroad underpass proj-
ect, at least not at its inflated 
cost. 

Commissioners cited con-
cerns about escalating project 
costs as well as concerns about 
CSX Transportation's level of 
participation in the project 
According to figures released by 
Wayne County, the city's costs 
have risen some 43 percent, to 
more than $700,000. 

"CSX (Transportation) has 
not signed up for the project," 

Plymouth City Manager Paul 
Sincock told the commission at 
Monday's meeting. "It's hardly 
an indication that this project 
will move ahead in a timely 
manner." 

CSX Regional Vice President 
Tom Drake said that it is not 
true that CSX hasn't signed on. 

"We've been signed on for 
months," Drake said from his 

Livonia office Wednesday after-
noon. "We'll be very disappoint-
ed if this project doesn't go for-
ward." 

CSX is legally obligated to 
pay 5 percent of the project's 
costs. 

Whether or not Plymouth's 
decision will derail the $9.6 
million project completely is a 
matter of debate. 

Approximately $5 million is 
slated to come from federal 
funds; the city was to pick up a 
third of the local costs, with 
Plymouth Township picking up 
the other two-thirds under a 
1999 agreement between the 
parties. 

Wayne County Executive 
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4 YR, OLD DROP-IN 
Elec t r ic stove, s ide b y side 

f r idge , p a t i o t a b l e se t . . . 

I was able to sell all my items with my ad 
in your paper - Thanks!" M.A, Canton 
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1 LOOKING AHEAD 1 

Cinco de Mayo 
In Sunday's Taste section, read 
about Cinco de Mayo and the unique 
flavors of tradit ional Mexican food. 

You never have to dig 
for your local news. 

We do it for you! 
Your hometown is our front page. 

http://www.hometownllfe.com
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Habi ta t t o hand out annual vo lunteer honors CONNECTION 
LIBERTY FEST PARADE 

When officials at Habitat for 
Humanity-Western Wayne 
County gather for dinner next 
week to honor their top annual 
volunteers, they'll have a lot to 
celebrate. 

Sheila Friedrich, Habitat's 
executive director in western 
Wayne, announced the annual 
Volunteer Appreciatibn Dinner 
will honor two local men and a 
Livonia company for their vol-
unteer efforts. 

The dinner is set for 
Saturday, May 3, at Atlantis 
Restaurant, on Ann Arbor 
Readjust east of 1-275, in 
Plymouth Township. 

Redford Township resident 
Ray Carbott, Canton Township 
resident Jim Fausone and 
Livonia-based Thrivent top the 
affiliate's list of honorees this 
year. 

Ray Carbott 
A member of the Board of 

CANTON 6 
Ford fid IM i l s W. of 1-275 (73-11 

K >1 • FIL M $ 5 . 2 3 K ids a l l s h o w s 

S8 .7S Students SS.2St.ate Shew Frl & Sat I 

S7.7S Evenings Hon -Thura ALL SCREENS 
DIGITAL STEREO O No Passes 

mitad Free Drink & ,28c Cera Refills 

F R E E 
S P R I N G M A T I N E E S 

BVKRYONI 
JATU BOAT & SUN BAY 10 b i t AM 
H&B8Y POTTEB ABDTHE 

5HM§B£R6FSECR£TS(PG) 

4/25 - 5/01 
©IDENTITY 
1:30,3:30,5:30,7:35,9: 
FRI/SATLS 11:45 
OMAUSU'S MOST WANTED (PO-13) 
;00,3:00.5:00,7:20,9:15 

FRt/SATLS 11:30 
OBUU.ETPROGF MBXX (PG-13) 
12:20,2:35,4:45,7:00,3:05 
FRI/SAT IS 11:15 
ANGER MANAGEMENT (PG-13) 
11:45,2:05,4:30,7:10,7:40,9:25,9:50 
FRL'SATLS 11:40,12: 
WHAT A GlRl WANTS 
11:40,2:15,4:35 

PHONE BOOTH (R) 
FRI/MON-TH 12:30,2:30,4:20, 7:30,9:30 
SAT/SUN 2:30,4:20.7:30,9:30 
FRL'SATLS 11:20 

2 0 O Z - D R I M K 
with 51.50 purchase 

ot 4goz. bag of buttery 

Directors since 1997, the 
Redford resident has been 
active on the building com-
mittee since 1995, having 
worked on all 15 completed 
Habitat houses. In 1983 Ray 
retired from the Detroit 
schools after 35 years of 
teaching, with 22 years spent 
counseling troubled high 
school youth. 

He and his wife, Teresa, 
recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with their 
six children and 11 grandchil-
dren. They are active in the St. 
Robert Bellarmine Parish in 
Redford. 

Each year Carbott has con-
tributed 400-500 hours of 
work at the building site, get-
ting particular enjoyment from 
painting. He has personally 
solicited donations to paint 
nine of the 15 houses. 

Jim Fausone 
A Canton Township resident 

and Northville attorney, 
Fausone concentrates his legal 
practice in business matters, 
environmental regulation and 
litigation. Fausone practiced 

with Dykema Gossett from 
1982-1993 before withdrawing 
from the partnership to 
become president of an indus-
trial services, waste transporta-
tion and environmental con-
tracting company. He left that 
position in 1995 to start the 
law firm Fausone, T&ylor & 
Bohn, LLP. 

Fausone, chairman of 
Habitat's fund-raising commit-
tee, understands entrepreneurs 
as he has started three busi-
nesses over the last ten years, 
all of which he continues to 
operate. He is a 1981 magna 
cum laude graduate from 
Gonzaga University law 
School and received his under-
graduate degrees in environ-
mental engineering and 
oceanography from the 
University of Michigan in 1976. 

Fausone is a board member 
of the University of Michigan 
College of Engineering Alumni 
Society and is also a former 
member of Young Presidents' 
Organization. 

He and his wife, Carol Ann 
Fausone, live in Canton 
Township. 

Thrivent 
Formerly Aid Associations 

to Lutherans, Livonia-based 
Thrivent has played "a signif-
icant role in providing affili-
ate leadership as well as 
monetary donations," accord-
ing to Friedrich. Thrivent 
has been a co-sponsor of two 
homes, donating $20,000 
toward the completion of 
each. 

Created by the merger of 
Aid Association for 
Lutherans and Lutheran 
Brotherhood, Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans is a 
unique blend of financial 
savvy and service to members 
and communities. They are a 
Fortune 500 financial servic-
es organization, providing 
financial expertise, personal 
customer service and finan-
cial products and services. A 
caring, faith-based member-
ship organization dedicated 
to helping nearly three mil-
lion members live better lives 
and give back to their com-
munities, Thrivent will be 
represented by Park Jarrett at 
the awards dinner. 

•Uanjods Nurse rij • Mar a o(is Nursery • Maraalis Nursery • Ataraolis Nursery 

Landscaping Is Our Bust 
PLANTS; 

•Shade Trees 
• Ornamental Ttees 

Evergreens 
Flowering 
Shrubs 

• Broadieaf 
Evergreens 

• Perennials 

•Topsoli 
• Sand 
• Gravel 
• Boulders 
• Limestone 

SERVICES; 
• Landscape Design 
• Landscaping 
• Hydroseeding 
• Paver Patios, Walkways 

and Driveways 
• Erosion Control 
• Boulder Wails 
• Grading 

MARGOLI 
NURSERY, INC. 
Delivery and Installation 
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MULCH! 
1 FREE Yard with 

order of 5 or more. 
Expires May 3 1 , 2 0 0 3 
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CHERRY HILL (3 Miles W,_pfJ3eck) 
482-

The Canton Liberty Fest 
Parade committee is looking 
for groups who would like to 
take part in this year's parade 
scheduled, for 9 a.m. Saturday, 
June 21. 

It will be the second annual 
march through Heritage Park, 
following a successful debut 
last year. The theme will once 
again be patriotic. 

Staging will begin at 8 a.m, 
in the rear parking lot of 
Summit on the Park. The 
parade will begin promptly at 9 
a.m. and will proceed through 
the park for about 11/4 miles. 

Entry forms can be request-
ed by calling co-chair Deborah 
Zevalkink at (734) 394-5188. 
Entries must be received by 
May 30. Entrants will receive a 
map and additional staging 
information about one week 
before the parade. 

SENIOR PARTY 

The Senior party committee 
is accepting donations, either 
monetary or door prize gifts, 
for the seniors from any source. 
Anyone wishing to donate can 
call Sue Poniatowski, (734) 
453-2570, or Lisa Hajduk, 
(734) 397-3432. 

Parent volunteers are needed 
for decorating and chaperon-
ing. Decorating volunteers 
should call Dottie Kelly, (734) 

397-1423; chaperone volun-
teers can call Mary Ann , 
McKinnon, (734) 459-0133, or 
Barb Martin, (734) 453-7161. 

Tickets for the p&rty can be 
purchased for $35 at school on 
Thursdays in May during the 
lunch hour at Plymouth or 
Canton cafeterias. In addition, 
ticket sales will take place dur-
ing lunch hours May 28-30 
and June 2-4. Tickets can also 
be purchased through the mail 
by sending a check, along with 

envelope to Bob Boyko (734-
451-1893), 49308 Harvest, 
Plymouth, MI 48170. 

Any students who purchased 
tickets during registration at the 
beginning of the school year and 
have NOT received their tickets 
please submit a self addressed 

SUMMER ART SHOPS } 

Performing Arts, Show Choir, 
Visual Arts and Youngest 
Artists camps are scheduled for 
this summer at the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council, 774 
N. Sheldon Rd. in Plymouth. 

Kids ages 5-18 can partici-
pate in these week-long camps 
between 10 a,m,-2:30 p.m. 
starting June 23. Fees start at 
$60.00 for PCAC members. 
For more information, visit the 
PCAC's Web site at www.ply-
moutharts.com or call (734) 
416-4278. 

• Cedar Mulch 
• Hardwood Bark 
• Edging & Retaining Waifs 
• Uniloc Pavers 
• Weed Barrier 

ANNUITY OWNERS READ THIS! 
Find out what b a n k s and insurance companies 

DON'T want you to know! j . 
m n y s l s e s a r e n o t e r e a t e d e q u a l ! 

Some annuities historically 
have returned (7% to 9%f 

Jiax Deferred • With NO BISK 
To Principal and Gain* 
Inheritants pay little or 

NO TAaATIQH. 
IRA's quality, too! 

C a l l for y o u r F R E E e d u c a t i o n a l b o o k l e t on 
THE "ANNUITY RESCUE PROGRAM 

1-800-499-1605(24 HOURS) 
Xlargolis Nursery • Atanjolis Nursery • Maryolis Nursery • AUmjotis Nursery "PWJ ps indicative of future rtsults or any particular company 
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Carnegie-bound 
On April 26, the Counsellor's Youth Chorale of Plymouth will perform with the National Children's Choir in Carnegie Hali. This will be the choir's third appear-
ance In the Big Apple, singing under the direction of Henry Leek. Selected by audition, they will perform with 220 other young musicians from around the 
country. Under the direction of Susan Lindquist and Dr. Richard Schneider, the chorale has performed at St. Patrick's church in New York City, Epcot in Disney 
World, and their 2000 European tour included performances in Canterbury, London, and Paris. The choir developed through and is supported by the Youth 
Music Ministry of Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish. Coincidental!^ the choir will perform in Carnegie on the Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel. Membership 
is open by audition to all students with unchanged voices ages 11-15. For more information please call Susan Lindquist at (734) 451-1200. 

@ THE LIBRARY 

Did You Know? 
• Canton seniors are invited to a one 
hour tour of the Canton Public Library 
on Thursday, May 1, from 3-4 p.m.? To 
register, please call the library at 
(734)397-0999. 
S There are over 3,000 islands in the 
Bahamas, and only 23 of them are 
inhabited? 
• The Internet Branch Web pages of 
the Friends of the Canton Public 
library have been updated and given 
a new look? 
S In the United States, 61 percent of 
apples are eaten as fresh fruit? The 
remaining 39 percent of apples are 
processed into apple products with 21 
percent of this for juice and cider. 

Survey finds strong opposition 
to importing Canadian trash 

Ktw Children's i 
3 "12 Again" - Sue Corbett (fiction) 
• "Mommy's Little Helper Cookbook" 
- Karen Brown (nonfiction) 
S "The Rudest Alien On Earth" - Jane 
Leslie Conly (fiction) 
• "Farfailina & Marcel" - Holly Keller 
(picture book) 
9 "The Case Of The Graveyard Ghost" 
- Michele Torrey (easy fiction) 
B "Gluey" 'A Snail's Travails'" - Vivian 
Walsh (picture book) 

BY HUGH GALLAGHER 
STAFF WRITER 

A group of Wayne State 
University students have found 
strong support for banning or 
at least limiting importation of 
Canadian trash to Michigan 
landfills. 

Five WSU students complet-
ed a project on importing 
Canadian waste as part of a 
technical communications 
class. On April 17, the students 
presented their findings to 
Professor Frances Raney's class. 
: Steven Stone of Livonia pre-
sented the results of a survey of 
327 people, including 156 from 
Observer & Eccentric readers, 
that found 79 percent opposed 
to importing Canadian waste, 
78 percent fevering banning all 

grader, but if people would read 
my article it might make a dif-
ference. Our legislature should 
change the NA.F.TA, law so 
that each country and state 

carcinogenic, toxic gases into the 
air and leaking of landfill toxins 
have been shown to contaminate 

: Part of the project was to 
approach a newspaper about 
running a questionnaire on the 
issue. In addition to 8 0 indi-
vidual responses received by 
the Observe & Eccentric, 28 
fourth grade students at 
Canton's Tonda Elementary 
School and 48 middle school 
students at Farmington's 

iddle School f Dunckel Middle filled 
put the questionnaire as a class 

The WSU students 
also had friends and other stu-
project The W; 

dents fill out the questionnaire. 
, Many responses to the ques-
tionnaire contained side notes 
expressing outrage over the 

; of Canadian trash. 
A note by Tonda fourth grade 

student Allie jGuastella express-
es some of tfaj; fervor, "Every day 
Toronto is bringing 130 trucks 
carrying 4 , 0 0 0 tons. They are 
beating up our roads with that 
kind of weight They are only 
paying 2 0 - 3 0 dollars, which is 
not expensive for them. All we 
are getting out of this is the 
money. Maybe I'm just a fourth 

own 

RESEARCH ISSUE 

The five students - Stone, 
David Bennefield of Sterling 
Heights, Dennis Kitchens of 
Lincoln Park, Ken Dunlap of 
Sterling Heights and Mike NicoUs 
of Lincoln Park - researched the 
subject, took the survey of public 
opinion and contacted legislators 
and the governor on the issue. 
They will present their findings to 
legislators and the governor as the 
final step in the project 

The five students took turns 
presenting their findings to the 
class. The students found that 
"* " * " ^ imported 3.8 million 
tons of trash last year and that 
20 percent of all trash dumped 
in Michigan is foreign. 

A major concern of those 
opposing importing trash from 
Canada and neighboring states 
is that Ontario, Indiana and 
Ohio do not have the same 
standards for waste disposal. 

The bulk of Canadian waste 
is delivered to the Carlton 
Farms landfill in Sumpter 
Township. According to the 
students' report, Sumpter 
Township received "royalties" 
of $2 .2 million from Toronto 
last year, representing 63 per-
cent of its annual budget. 

The students found that living 
near a landfill has been linked to 
health problems. They found a 
33 percent increase in birth 
defects, an increased rate of 
leukemia, pancreatic, liver and 
prostate cancers and non-

ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE 

Part of the students' project 
is to take the information 
they've acquired and advocate 
for change. 

In 1992, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that Michigan can 
not ban the importing of for-
eign waste because it would vio-
late the commerce clause of the 
U.S. Constitution, which gives 
authority over interstate com-
merce to the federal govern-
ment and the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. 

Rep. Paul Giegelhem, D-
Clinton Tbwnship, has intro-
duced two bills that would limit 

tion there are marked increases 
in eye, nose and throat irritation. 
The students also reported that 

n shown U landfills have been i i to emit 

importing to Michigan. House 
Bill 4098 would allowMichig^n 
to reject trash from other states 
or Ontario that contain materials 
that Michigan doesn't allow in 
landfills such as motor oil and car 
batteries. House Bill 4099 would 
require Canada to separate and 
dispose of returnable bottles and 
rans. Under Michigan's deposit 
law, 97 percent of returnable bot-
tles and cans are recycled in the 
state. Ontario doesn't have a 
deposit law 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
spoke Monday before a Don't 
Trash Michigan rally in 
Madison Heights in support of 
several measures to limit 
importation of Canadian trash. 

In a letter dated April 4 to 
Stone, Granholm explained the 

: faced for Michigan 
in light of the 

court's rulings and said she is 
working the congressional del-
egation on getting more 
authority for state action. 

She writes that Michigan can 
and will enforce current state 

MICHIGAN'S FINEST 
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laws that prohibit certain 
items of solid waste in landfills, 
such as motor oil and batteries. 

"I have recently directed the 
DEQ (Department of 
Environmental Quality) to 
increase the frequency and inten-
sity of their landfill inspections to 
assure the public that prohibited 
items are not entering Michigan's 
landfills," she writes. 

She also supports expanding 
the bottle/can deposit law to 
include more items such as 
juice and water bottles. 

Stone said he appreciated the 
response from the governor and 
many other state officials, espe-
cially Giegelhem, with whom he 
had a long conversation. 

B "The Da Vinci Code" - Dan Brown 
(fiction) 
B "Sensei" - John Donohue (mystery) 
a "Our Final Hour" - Martin J. Rees 
(nonfiction) 
B "Thorn In My Heart" - Liz Curtis 
Higgs (fiction) 
B "When You Go Away" - Jessica 
Barksdale Inclan (fiction) 
a "On Blondes" - Jonanna Pitman 
(nonfiction) = 
B "Murder In The Bastille" - Cara 
Black (mystery) 
New Teen Fiction 
a "City of The Beasts" - Isabel Ailende 
B "Haunted: a Tale Of The Mediator" -
Meg Cabot 
B "Rabbit-Proof Fence" - Doris 
Pilkington 
B "Ultimate X-Men. Helifire & 
Brimstone Vol. 4" - Mike Millar • 

New Videos and DVDs 
a "8 Women" (DVD) 
a "Door-To-Door" (DVD) 
B "Road To Perdition" (DVD and 

video) 
B "Tuck Everlasting" (DVD and video) 
a "White Oleander" (DVD and video) 
a "Stargate" (DVD) 
B "Welcome to Collinwood" {DVD and 
video) 

New CD-ROMs 
a "Princeton Review: Inside The SAT 
and ACT" 
a "Feng Shui" 
a "eMedia Intermediate Guitar 
Method" 
B "Crazy About Corn" (ages 5-8) 
B "My School Day" (ages 6-15) 
•S "Nancy Drew: Ghost Dogs Of Moon 
Lake" (ages 10+) 

NswCDs 
a "Joyful Noise" - Derek Trucks Band 
B "Failer" - Kathleen Edwards 
B "Behind The Music" - soundtrack of 
Our Lives 
a "Kill The Moonlight" - Spoon 
B "Sleepless" - Peter Wolf 
a "Essential Clash" - Clash 

Hot Topic Of ThaWstk 
MiLEI A new electronic service uses 
the Internet to connect more than 120 
libraries and branches in southeast 
Michigan. The project, named 
Michigan Library Exchange (MiLE), 
makes it easy to browse Michigan's 
largest library collection and request 
books online - anywhere, anytime. 
Until now, libraries have used a tradi-
tional inter-library loan system, which 
is staff intensive and subject to 
delays. This new model allows library 
patrons to identify and request the 
books they want directly. 
Participating libraries use software to 
allow their local automation systems 
to interact with each other by placing 
the request, alerting the owning . 
library to send the book and if the 
patron wishes, alerting the patron via 
e-mail when the book has arrived. 
You can find the link to MiLE on the 
library's catalog Web site at www.can-
tonpl.org or you can ask the library 
staff for additional information. 

• the Canton Library is compiled by 
• Laura Dorogi of the library staff. The 

library is at 1200 S. Canton Center. For 
more information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734) 397-
0999 or visit the Web site at www.can-
tonpl.org. 

J 
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A Home Loan You Can Live With 
At Co-op Services Credit Union, we undemapdjthat a Home Loan 
needs to fit your needs now - and for years t o come. ThatS why we 
offer many types of mortgage loans and home equity pcoducts, 
allowing you to choose the plan that works best for you. Whether 
you are buying a new home or tapping into the equity of your 
existing residence, we'll help you find the perfect solution. 

• Fixed Rate and Balloon Mortgages for Purchases or Refinancing 

• Fixed Rate Home Equity and-\feriable^ate Lines of Credit 

Everyone can jo in! Our door is wide open. * 
1-800-321-8570 

% . wfvw.cscu.org 

Dearborn * Livonia * Wailed Lake * Westland • Wyandotte 
23 Service Centers located throughout Michigan 
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"That could happen to any 
officer at any time," Nemecek 
said. "The problem with a traf-
fic stop is you never know who 
you're going to stop. The person 
(pulled over) may have a mil-
lion other things on their mind. 
The results can vary from a 
simple ticket to the extreme, as 
it was in this case." 

:n po 
potentially dangerous 
tions, such as domestic distur-
bances, they at least have some 
information about the situation 
before they move in, according 
to Nemecek. 

Tou just don't know what 
you're stepping into with a traf-
fic stop," he said. 

hneedham@oe.homecomm.net [ (734) 459-2700 

When police respond to other 

MURDER 
FROM PAGE A1 

Smith of killing his daughter. A 
missing persons report had 
been filed by Copperstone's ex-
wife, who said the young 
woman hadn't been seen in 

Phoenix police Officer Robert Sitek is 
undergoing exploratory surgery to dis-
cover the cause of an elevated fever 
af ter being shot four t imes during a 
t raf f ic stop. He was a 1986 Plymouth 
Salem graduate and a former Canton 
resident. He's pictured above w i th his 
mom, Kathleen Sitek of Canton. 

Belleville Police Chief Paul 
Davis said in a press confer-
ence late Wednesday that after 
executing the search warrant 
Wednesday, police made a gris-
ly discovery. With the help of 
cadaver-sniffing dogs, the 
mummified remains of a young 
woman matching April 
Copperstone's description were 
discovered in a sealed-off fruit 
cellar on Copperstone's proper-
ty on South Biggs Street in 
Belleville. 

Davis described the body's 
resting place to be "crypt-like." 

HSMEGEST 
C A B i N E T H Y 

A Lifetime of Choices: 

Spring Clean-Up 

Cabinetry For Every Room 
On Sate Now 

Free Coo kware With Purchase. 
'Minimum purchase of 

10 HomeCrest kitchen or bath cabinets 
to qualify for special offer. 
Offer ends June 15,2003 
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Accepting New Patients... 

James Lee, D.O. 
F a m i l y Practice 

Oakwood Healthcare Center 
Canton 

Providing quality 
care to southeast 
Michigan families. 
Fluent in English 
and Korean. 

To make an 
appointment call 
888.SEE.A.DOC. 

Oakwood 
Designed Around You" 

7300 Canton Center Rd. 
Canton, Michigan 

— 

The body was covered with a 
comforter and encased in lay-
ers of cement blocks and had 
to be dug out with shovels. 

"We did recover a body, and 
we suspect that body met foul 
play," Davis said. Police believe 
the body to be that of 
Copperstone, 19. Police esti-
mate that she had been dead 
since Nov. 12, 2001, as detailed 
in her father's letter. 

"Everything hp said that was 
in the letter has proven to be 
true," Davis said, referring to 

ten to his brother. In the letter, 
Copperstone provided some 
details about what happened to 

she died. lis daughter after she < 
"The letter letter gave a chronolog-

ical scenario of what hap-
pened," Davis said. 

The Wayne County Medical 
Examiner's office is conducting 
an autopsy to determine the 
cause of death. But, because 
the primary suspects — 
Copperstone and Smith — are 
both dead, the autopsy results 
could signal the case being 

"It will probably go down in 
the files as a very tragic event," 
Davis said. "I have never in my 
experience been around any-
thing like this today." 

It all began shortly after 
noon Easter Siftiday, when a 
Days Inn housekeeper discov-

ered Smith's body. Police Capt. 
Alex Wilson said Smith had 
been shot five times, three 
times with a 9 mm weapon 
and twice with a ,22-caliber. 

Police learned that the room 
had been rented Saturday 
afternoon by Copperstone, 47. 
Police said he had rented a 
room nine times in the past. 

Wilson said Copperstone 
was not accompanied when he 
rented the room and Smith's 
family knew nothing about a 
relationship between the two. 
Police issued a public alert, 
asking residents for help in 
locating Copperstone. 

Shortly after 4 a.m. April 21, 
police received information 
from a Chelsea resident that 
Copperstone's 2002 Jeep 
Liberty was parked near a field 
in western Washtenaw County. 

Wilson said Canton sent 
detectives over and located the 
vehicle. Using a tracking dog, 
they discovered Copperstone's 
body about 200 yards away. He 
had one gunshot wound in the 
head, apparently self-inflicted. 
Police recovered a 9 mm auto-
matic handgun and a ,22-cal-
iber six-shot revolver. They 
also recovered a purse belong-
ing to Smith, Wilson said. 

"IVooper Mike Zarate of the 
Ypsilanti Michigan State Police 
post confirmed that no suicide 
note had been recovered and 

that they are still investigating 
why Copperstone decided to 
take his life. 

Canton police believe Smith, 
a 1997 graduate of Canton 
High School and a computer 
science major at the University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor, and 
Copperstone were intimately 
involved. ; 

"We believe that they met in 
the fall of2001 at a bar where 
(Smith) was employed as a 
dancer," Canton police Sgt. 
Todd Mutchler said. -

They seemed to have shared 
a common interest in comput-
ers, according to police. 

"Copperstone had had a job 
involving computers and had 

> computers," Wilson 

Police conducted a search of 
Smith's room at her parents' 
home and took her computer 
and a white envelope with two 
$100 bills in it and "Jessica" 
written on it. 

Copperstone had no known 
criminal record, according to 
Canton Police, i 

Services for Smith are 
planned for 11 a.m. Friday, 
April 25, at St Thomas 
a'Becket Catholic Church. 
McCabe Funeral Home han-
dled the arrangements; 

jgladden@oe.fiomecomm.net | 1459-2700 

H S i l i 
FROM PAGE A1 .. 

affected her work in 
Washington, but said the two 
jobs are blending together in 
regard to helping the troops. 

"I'm sort of on this continu-
um with the men and women 
serving our country today in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
as they come home post-cam-
paign as veterans to take care 
of them," she said. 

She said so far as she knows 
no Michigan service people 
have returned home with 
injuries and been placed in 
either of two veterans' facilities 
in the state. But she still 
spends lots of time visiting the 
two homes. 

"There are more than 700 
beds in Grand Rapids and 241 
in Marquette," she said. "I go 
out and look at the veterans 
homes to make sure care is 

being delivered and that we're 
doing it efficiently. Care is fore-
most And helping take care of 
the men and women and their 
families who have served and 
taken care of our country is 
such an honor." 

She also said her background 
in nursing helps in her new role. 

"When I go to visit the 
homes," she said, "to see the 
men and women who served, 
it's doing nursing in a different 
way." 

Despite the dual commutes, 
Fausone somehow finds time 
to attend speaking engage-
ments. 

On May 8, she'll be the 
keynote speaker for the 
American Business Women's 
Association dinner in 
Southfield to recognize the 
Woman of the Year. 

On May 18, she'll be the 
keynote speaker for the 
Northville Foundation Prayer 
Breakfast, 

And on May 24, she'll be the 

keynote speaker and grand 
master of Livonia's Memorial 
Day Parade.. 

But what she likes most: is 
talking to students in school. 

"When kids want you to go 
to their high school and come 
to their class, that's really 
important," she said. "I talk to 
them about what it means to 
protect our country, the impor-
tance of freedom, values and 
integrity. Then they'll ask ques-
tions like 'Where have you 
been?' and 'Where have you 
traveled?'" : 

She said that recently on the 
street where she lives in 
Canton, she saw three or four 
young kids waving a huge sign 
that said, "If you support our 
men and women (troops), 
Honk!" 

"They were out there for at 
least five or six hours," she said. 
"It was great to see them and 
their enthusiasm." . 

jgiadden@ce,homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 
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Dr. John Damiani, D,0. 
...Announces the Opening of p i s 

New Office in Canton 
Dr. Damiani is a board certified urologist on stfcffat 
the Oakwood Annapolis Hospital. He specializes in 

the diagnosis and treatment of problems of the 
urinary tract in men and women. 

Dr. Damiani received his undergraduate degree from 
Thomas Aquinas College, Santa Paula, CA and 

obtained his medical degree from the Philadelphia 
' PA. 

He completed an internship in osteopathic medicine and general surgery 
residency at Detroit Osteopathic and Bi-County Hospitals in Detrdit, and his 

Dr. Damiani's other office location is in the Downriver area where he has been on 
staff at Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital and Oakwood South Shore Medical Center 

since 1995. Most insurances are accepted. To make an appointment call: 

754-981-1086 42287 Cherry Hill • Canton 
m 
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Robert Ficano said in a written 
statement that other funding 
methods need to be found. 

"We are looking at other 
financing options and would 
like to keep open the lines of 
communication" Ficano said. 
"Ultimately (Wayne County) 
wants to work out an agree-
ment that best suits Plymouth 
and the county" 

SAFETY ISSUES 

Officials on all sides of the 
issue have said the importance 
of the underpass project can-
not be understated. 

"There are critical safety 
issues at stake that (we) are 
concerned about and will 
resolve," Ficano added. 

County Commissioner Lyn 
Bankes, R-Livonia, whose dis-
trict includes Plymouth and 
Plymouth Township, said she 
agrees the project can still 
move forward, but will have to 
be re-thought. 

"The (federal) money's not 
going away, the money does 
not have a sunset on it," she 
said. "We're just going to have 
to regroup." 

Bankes said she empathizes 
with the city's position. 

"Quite honestly, I'm frustrat-
ed about the whole thing, too," 
she said. "I think their vote 
shows a lack of confidence in 
the process — and I don't 
blame them. I thought we had 
everything on the table, but 
this spring, everything fell 

Bankes lives in Livonia, 
where railroad underpasses 
help keep traffic flowing on 
major roads, including 
Newburgh and Middlebelt. 
There are nine crossings in 
Plymouth and Plymouth 
Township, and many motorists 
have reported being held up as 
long as 20 minutes by passing 
trains. 

"You're never inconve-
nienced by a train (in 
Livonia)," Bankes said. 

Two weeks ago, Plymouth 
commissioners voted 4-3 in 
favor of continuing to support 
the underpass. But the condi-
tion was they wanted some 
answers from Wayne County 
about why the costs escalated 
43 percent. 

Commissioner Colleen 
Pobur said it was a matter of 
being careful what you wish 
for. 

^ t h i n k i n g AROUT ^ 

UNITED TURE 
LIVONIA 

Find new 
decorating 
ideas each 
Thursday 

in At Home. 

"After we got the answers, I 
was even less comfortable with 
(the underpass project) than I 
was before," Pobur said. 

RISING COSTS 

The city's costs rose from an 
initial $503,520 upon city 
approval in November 1999 to 
$715,000 - a 43 percent 
increase. Water-main recon-

• struction was listed as the rea-
son for the cost increase, 
according to Kevin Maillard, 
director of engineering for 
Wayne County. He sent a 
memo to the city outlining a 
breakdown of costs involved in 
relocating the water main. 

The county's stance, as cited 

in the memo, was that it would 
try to recoup the costs from 
Detroit Water and Sewer 
through a lawsuit. 

Pobur said a lawsuit could 
take years, and was not a guar-
antee the city wouldn't be left 
holding the bag. 

'Its incredibly bad business," 

Mayor B i l l Graham said the 
water-main issue shows a lack 
of cooperation between Wayne 
County, the Detroit water 
department and CSX. 

"I'd had concerns about this 
project from day one," Graham 
said. "Now, the cost of the proj-
ect has risen dramatically." 

Sincock recommended the 
commission not participate in 

the underpass project. 
The $9.6 million underpass 

project would re-route 
Sheldon Road to dip under the 
CSX crossing near M-14. An 
estimated 22,500 motorists 
use Sheldon Road daily, 
according to Wayne County 
traffic estimates. 

Many of those drivers live in 
Canton Township, said Canton 
Supervisor Tom Yack. 

"Sure, there are some 
(Canton residents) who are 
going to be disappointed to say 
the least," Yack said. "People 
get irritated and frustrated at 
the crossing." 

But, he said he didn't fault 
the city for its decision. 

"They can't enter into such a 

sizable project without know-
ing exactly what their costs are 
going to be," he said. 

Plymouth Township has 
already committed to picking 
up $1.3 million of the estimat-
ed $9.6 million underpass 
project tab. 

Plymouth Township 
Supervisor Steve Mann said 
the township has already 
agreed to pay more than its 
share of underpass costs 
shared by the city and town-

"I don't expect we're going to 
pick up the city's share," Mann 
said. "I'm disappointed the city 
backed out, but the township 
has already picked up more 
than its share. It should have 

been a 50-50 split, but we're 
picking up two-thirds." 

It will be up t o the count}- to 
decide where to get additional 
funding now that Plymouth 
has backed out, he said. The 
ball, Mann said, is in Wayne 
County's court. 

"We're still committed to the 
project. It's important, and a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportuni-
ty," Mann said. "We hope the 
project goes forward. We've 
seen (traffic) backups that last 
20 minutes or more, with peo-
ple trying to get to work and 
live their lives. Traffic is a qual-
ity-of-life issue for us," 

hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 
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Pauline Migut 

OBITUARIES 
Julia W. Blankenship 

Services for Pauline Migut, 82, of Ann 
Arbor were held April 22 at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Catholic Church in Ann Arbor with 
the Rev. Eric Weber officiating. Burial was 
at St. Hedwig Cemetery in Dearborn 
Heights. 

Mrs. Migut was bora Feb. 9,1921, in 
Oriskany, N.Y., and died April 17 in Ann Arbor. 

Mrs. Migut was preceded in death by her hus-
band, John, and brothers, Joseph and Stanley 
Derwoyed. 

Survivors include daughter, Patricia A. 
(Dennis) Mills of Ann Arbor; grandchildren, 
Darren Mills of Gilbert, Ariz., and Monica Mills 
of Denver, Colo.; son, Gary J. (Maria) Migut of 
Brighton; grandchildren, Scott, Brian and 
Christopher; and sister-in-law, Louise 
Derwoyed of Greenwood, S.C. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
either t i e American Cancer Society, the 
Alzheimer's Association or Lighthouse Hospice, 

Arrangements made by Nie Family Funeral 
Home. 

Gary J. White 
Services for Gary J. White, 64, of Farmington 

Hills were held April 22 at the Thayer-Rock 
Funeral Home. Burial was at Fort Custer 
National Cemetery in Augusta, Mich. 

Mr. White was born May 15,1938, in 
Detroit and died April 18 in Southfield. He 
was employed as Engineering Services 
Manager for Detroit Diesel. He formerly 
worked for General Motors for 40 years. He 
was the captain of the Michigan Publinx Golf 
Association, and a member of AARP. He 
loved to golf and bowl. He served two years 
in the U.S. Army as an MP, stationed in West 
Point, N.Y. 

Survivors include wife of 30 years, Siham; 
children, Suzanne (Jeff) Ruskusky of Chicago 
and Rachel White of Lansing; sisters, Patricia 
White of Seattle and Mary Lou Bartholomew of 
Canton. 

Arrangements made by Thaver-Rock Funeral 
Home. 

Services for Julia Blankenship, 64, of Canton 
were held April 23 at the chapel of L. J. Griffin 
Funeral Home with the Rev. Jerry Yarnell offici-
ating. Burial was at Cherry Hill Cemetery. 

Mrs. Blankenship was bora Aug. 20,1939, in 
Detroit and died April 21 at Arbor Hospice. She 
worked as a housekeeper in a retirement home. 

Survivors include son, Cecil (Ruth) Cruz; 
daughters, Sandra Seever and Julia (Eric) Scott; 
and four grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Arbor Hospice or St Joseph Mercy Hospice. 

Arrangements made by L.J. Griffin Funeral 
Home Canton Chapel. 

Milton R. Kabel 
Services for Milton Kabel, 80, of Genoa 

Township were held April 22 at Bell-Borek 
Funeral Home in Hamburg, with the Rev. Jean 
I\ilip officiating. 

Mr. Kabel was born Jan. 24,1923, in 
Detroit and died April 18 at home. He was 
plant manager for Fischer Systems Handling 
in Holly. He retired in 1991 after 49 years of 
service. He was a member of the VFW in 
Brighton and served in the U.S. Army. He 
earned the EA-ME Ribbon with four Bronze 
Stars, Good Conduct Ribbon, World War II 
Victory Medal and the American Theater 
Ribbon, i 

Mr. Kabel was preceded in death by his sister, 
Helen Wilson. 

Survivors include children, Patricia (Lenard) 
Masuch of Glen Arbor, Carol (John) Morrow of 
Chelsea, Mary (Donald) Robertson of 
Baltimore, Ohio, Jon (Linda) of Linden, 
Timothy (Patricia) of South Lyon, Daniel 
(Teresa) of Las Olas, Calif., and James (Ruth) of 
Austin Texas; 20 grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Hidden Springs Church and envelopes are avail-
able at Bell-Borek. Also you can sign the guest 
book at www.bellborek.com. 

Arrangements made by Bell-Borek Funeral 
Home. 

PAUL HURSCHMANNI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Career day 
Kelly Wilkin (from left) Paul Horning, and Brand! Higginbotham, all 13 and from Canton, listen to nursing stu-
dents Jim Rlano and Jeanne Burger from University of Detroit Mercy explain nursing careers during Career Day 
at Canton Charter Academy last week. 

Spring event features kites, boomerangs 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

defying gravity will be the 
order of the day Saturday in 
Heritage Park as flying discs, 
boomerangs, kite flying and 

Canton Leisure Services' The 
Sky's Hie Limit" event is planned 
noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 
26, in Heritage Park 

Recreation Supervisor Bob 

Dates said the Flying Aces have 
become popular performers in 
Canton, and have previously 
performed at the Liberty Fest. 

Kites won't be the only 
things flying through the air, 
either. Not only will people be 
able to learn to make kites, 
courtesy of the "Kites & Fun 
Things" store in Plymouth at 
"The Sky's the Limit," but see 
the fine art of boomerang 

too. 

The first event planned is 
"The Flying Aces Ultimate 
Frisbee Show" at 12:15 p.m. 
Next will be Josh Casey's 
Amazing Juggling Show at 
1:30, and the boomerang show 
is at 2:30 p.m. 

For information about "The 
Sky's the Limit" or any other 
Leisure Services event, call 
(734) 394-5460. 

hneedham@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR BID 

NOTICE I S HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept 
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, 
May 8th, 2003 for the following: 

CANTON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
WARNING SIRENS 

Bid forms may be picked up at the Finance mid Budget 
Department counter or you may contact Mike Sheppard 
394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope cle 
marked with the proposal name, company name, address 
telephone number and date and time of bid opening. The Township | 
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. The^ 
Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national; 
origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the; 
provision of services. j 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
Publiih; April 24,2003 . ' 

NOTICE 
PLYMOUTH CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

RESIDENTS 
If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal 
system or storm water system, you must file a written claim with 
the Plymouth Charter Township Department' of Public Works 
within 45 days after the overflow or backup was discovered. Notice 
should be mailed to Plymouth Charter Township, Department of 
Public Works, 46555 Port Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170. 
Failure to provide the written notice will prevent recovery of 
damages. Contact the Department of Public Works, 734-453-8131, 
Extension 21, for assistance immediately upon discovery of an 
overflow or backup. 
Thank You 
PLYMOUTH CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

; MARILYN MASSENGILL, CMC 
Clerk, Charter Township of Plymouth 

Publish: April 20 & 24,2003 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FORBID 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept 
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, 
May 8th, 2003 for the following: 

CANTON FERE DEPARTMENT RESCUE SQUAD 
Bid forms may be picked up at the Finance and Budget 
Department counter or you may contact Mike Sheppard at (734) 
394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly 
marked with the proposal name, company name, address and 
telephone number and date and time of bid opening. The Township 
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. The 
Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
Publish: April 24,2003 

carpet • ceramic • vinyl • hardwood • laminate • area rugs 

STONMASI® 

AFFORD TO CARPET ANY 
3 ROOMS IN YOUR HOME 

Affordable Quality Carpet 
Choose from an assortment 
of long wearing loop carpet 
styles and colors 

G 0 0 0 r L 
Based on 324 sq. ft., 36 sq. yd. S teps & c u s t o m work extra 

Warm Durable Berber 
Unsurpassed 
durability in a fines 
selection of designer 
colors. Saxonys, 
Textures, Plushes & 
Berbers also available. 

list 
Superior Deluxe 
Carpet Unsurpassed 
durability in over 100 
superb colors. 

« Saxonys, Textures, 
Pin-dot, Berbers 

1 and more. 
'Based on 324 sq. ft.. 36 sq. yd. Steps & custom work extra • • 'Based on 324 sq. ft.. 36 sq. yd. St 

p l u s 1 2 M O N T H S • NO PAYMENTS* • NO INTEREST 
iETlilT i i l i l s P i l l 

16838 E. 8 Mile 1543 Eight Mile 15047 W. 8 Mile 

mnwtmm : mm) mmm% mm mzmm 
All 4 Location Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am-7pm 

LIVONIA 
33555 Seven Mile 
(248) 442*9707 
1/4 Mile W. of Farmington 

OSOAOAAAAS 

http://www.bellborek.com
mailto:hneedham@oe.homecomm.net


tcwic.hotiu-loirntOr.com <*A7). 

MAKE A D1FfEREiCE M A K E k DIFFERENCE-

AT ALL PARISIAN LOCATIONS 

6:00-10:00 am SPECIAL 
HOURS 

THIS IS YOUR 
CHANCE TO BUY 

; l f w 

D l f ^ ' N T E D 

AT 10-50% OFF! 

every 
department 

including cosmetics and fragrances! 

Tickets $5 
and get $5 off your 
first purchase! 

Proceeds from ticket safes benefit local charities and schools, l u s t present ticket the morning of the event. Children under 12 admitted frae with parent. 

benefiting charities and organizations: 
American Association of University Women- Farmington American Association of University Women- Livonia Branch Adul t Wei l-Being Services Allen Elementary 

School Alzheimer 's Associat ion American Cancer Society Discovery Shop- Livonia American Business Woman Associat ion Essence of Detroit Chapter Canton 

Lacrosse Club Team Canton Lions Club Farrand Elementary School Francis House and Discovery Learning Center Friends of Community Living Services Girl 

Scout Troop 2224 Greenmead Historical Park Habitat for Humani ty Hull Elementary School- Livonia Johnson Elementary Keith Elementary School PTA Kiwanis 

Club of Livonia Ma rywood Nursing Center Nankin Mi l ls Elementary School- West land Neighborhood Service Organization New Hope Center for Grief Support Our 

Lady Good Counsel Pentecostal Temple Riverside Skating Club Samari tan Counsel ing Center Spaulding Center for Children South Oakland Shelter St. Genevieve 

Women's Sodality Taylor Elementary YfVfCA of Livonia 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

YOU'LL NEVER PAY M O R E AT PARISIAN! 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1 -800-424-8185 . MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 9:00 AM TO 10:00 PM CST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM CST. 
STORE HOURS: 

i-f O' 
he \ / i i iaqe of Rochester Hills (248) 2/6-6705 Park Place (734) 953--7500 open Sun. 12-6. Men.-Sat. 10-9. 

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard. Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF 
NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 



Better 
Picture yourself enjoying the 
deepest, most satisfying sleep 
you've ever dreamed possible. 
Imagine sleeping on a new bed 
from your choice of two of the 
finest bedding brands, Sealy 
and Stearns & Foster. Each 
brand offers you the 
combination of the latest 
mattress technology and a long 
heritage of handcrafted 
workmanship. Come in today 
and you'll soon find there is no 
better way to sleep. All Sealy 
and Stearns & Foster N o w 
Sale priced! 

\ c v * r a S 

Weekend! 

YOU DESERVE A STEARNS & FOSTER 

Posturepedic? Support 
Only from Sealy 

Save An EXTRA 10% Off The Sale 
Price Of All Stearns & 

Plus... A Stearns & Foster Rebate Offer* 

Financing Available up to 12 MOrs 1 Ho JNU 1IN 1 L K L J I 

• FRIT, Delivery, Set-Up & Removal of" Old lk-ckling 

Since 1933 

fine furniture 

240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

With Credit Approval, Minimum Payments Apply •* See us for additional details 

•Offer ends 4/27/03 ® w w w . w a l k e r b u z e n b e r g . c o m 

http://www.walkerbuzenberg.com
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Walkathon to benefit Angelman Syndrome research 
BY STACY JENKINS 
STAFF WRITER 

For almost the first year of 
her life, Madison seemed like a 
normal baby to her parents, 
Dave and Mary Pierrard. 

But they wondered why she 
wasn't crawling, trying to talk 
or even sitting up on her own 
when she was 10 months old. 
So they took their bright-eyed 
little girl to the pediatrician, 
who suggested they see a neu-
rologist. 

Test results left the couple 
stunned. Their baby, the third 
of three children, was diag-
nosed with a somewhat rare 
genetic disorder called 
Angelman Syndrome. Madison 
was 15 months old. 

"It was a shock because all 
along, we were thinking she 
was normal," Mary said. "That 
was one of the hardest things, 
she seemed normal. I couldn't 
comprehend it or I didn't want 
to." 

Dave and Mary had to adjust 
to the idea that Maddy will •' 
probably never speak and that 
she would have multiple physi-
cal and mental disorders 
throughout her life. Physical 
therapy, occupational therapy, 
seizures and a perpetually 
happy demeanor marked by 
wide smiles and uplifted arms 
and hands quickly became the 
norm for Maddy as she grew. 

"All of your hopes, dreams 
and wishes you had for them, 
they change," Dave said. 

Now Maddy is 4 years old 
and the family has adjusted to 
the many changes in their 
lives. The boys, Spencer, 9, and 
Conner, 8, love their sister and 
say she's "a lot of fun." 

"She has such a happy 
demeanor," Mary said. "She 
loves people and she's very 
friendly." 

GETTING CONNECTED 

It took a couple of years for 
the Pierrards to connect with 
other families impacted by 
Angelman Syndrome. Mary 
said they were hesitant to meet 
older children with the syn-
drome because she didn't want 
to admit that Maddy would be 

A family portrait shows the children, Spencer, Conner and Madison, with mom 
Mary and dad Dave Pierrard. 

that severely handicapped. 
Maddy's neurologist, Eileen 

McCormick of the Michigan 
Institute for Neurological 
Disorders, suggested the 
Pierrards connect with families 
and support groups through 
the Angelman Syndrome 
Foundation. 

Once they met other fami-
lies, they weren't afraid to get a 
glimpse of Maddy's future. 

"You have to realize that it's 
just like having a normal kid," 
Mary said. "When we saw 
other kids with the syndrome 
and they're walking around, we 
realized there's hope." 

The family participated in a 
walkathon last year in the 
Chicago area to benefit the 
foundation. Mary decided she 
wanted to do something local-
ly, so she began researching the 
idea of hosting a walkathon in 
Livonia. 

"We hope to raise money, but 
mostly raise awareness," Mary 
said. "There are walks like this 
nationwide on the same day 
and eventually we hope to have 
a walk site in every state." 

The local walk is the first 
Angelman Syndrome 
Foundation walk in Michigan. 

STEP UP 

The Angelman Syndrome 
Foundation National 
Walkathon, One Step Closer, 

'JUI of your hopes, dreams 

and wishes you had for them, 
they change.' 
Dave Pierrard 
father 

The Angelman Syndrome Foundation National Walkathon, One Step Closer, will be held Saturday, May 17, rain or shine, 
starting at Christ the King Lutheran Church on Farmington Road, just south of West Chicago in Livonia. 

will be held Saturday, May 17, 
rain or shine, starting at Christ 
the King Lutheran Church on 
Farmington Road, just south of 
West Chicago in Livonia. 
Registration will be 8-9 a,m. 
and the walk will kick off at 9 
a.m. Walkers can select a 3.5-
mile or a 5-mile route. 

Participants are encouraged 
to pre-register and receive 
sponsor forms for donations. 
To pre-register, call (800) 432-
6435 or e-mail info@angel-
man.org. Registration will also 
beheld on the day of the event. 
Each walker who raises at least 
$75 will receive a walkathon T-
shirt All pledged donations are 
due on the day of the walk. 
Contributions are tax 
deductible. For more informa-
tion, visit the foundation's Web 
site at www.angelmanwdk.org. 

"We hope this will be the 
first of many," said Mary, who 
is the coordinator for the 
Detroit area. 

sjenkins@oe.homecomm.net j (248) 901-2558 
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Sale 

2 0 % OFF fiLL CDS! 

mmmmmwmm 
"i/te 4m€#m cUttfoei* 

Dearborn Canton 
22000 Michigan Ave. 1747 Canton Center Rd. 

(313) 561-1000 (734) 981-7530 
HOURS: M-TH 9:30-9; F & SAT 9:30-10; SUN 11-6 

i S t P l i M M U f j ' § 0 O M 

VOTED "BEST RIBS IN AMERICA" 
2 YEARS IN A ROW AT THE 
PRESTIGIOUS GREAT Aimmcm 

RIB C00K0FF! 
Famous PAVE'S HAS BEcome LEGENDARY FOR 

SERVINGUP A W A R P - W I N N I N G BARBEQUE, 

HOMEMAPE SIPES ANP SCRATCH-MAPE 
PESSERTS. STOP BY OUR NEW LOCATION OPENIN' 

UP LATER THIS MONTH IN WE5TL*NP 

AND TASTE FOR YOURSELF. 

OF 

tWRDS., 

36601 Warren Rd 
Westland 

734-595-1000 
fcu/' 

SAVE 1 5 % ON THE ULTIMATE 

WEEKEND GETAWAY. 

I 

The Calico Corners April 5-Day Sale. 
Save 15% on Fabrics, 10% on Furni ture .* 

Thursday, April 24—Monday, April 211 only. 

It's one long wseKend or fabrics, furniture and savings at Calico Corners. Thousands of home fabrics. millions d hoine ideas, : 

All a! big savings-15% off fabrics. 10% off fumfture. Definitely time get away, .to your favorite Calico Corrsis slorel-

*Qi!Br >•=: ai",to;n 'abcr ssivices pner pure: Cgix: fce cp •.v.Hi r.y • v? c'u-

t \ l K O C O K M R s 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
1933 5. Telegraph Rd. 

(North of Square Lake Rd.) 
(248} 332-eJ63 

Citv Center Pla-io 
25875 Nod Rd 

ST. CLAIR bHOKl-S 
2?,?AQ M.-ickAve. 

(South of Nine Mile) 

OKF.MUS 
(.enlr.il I'-u'k Tl.uv 

5100 Mat*h Rit. 
(517) 347-1MJ2 . 

Visit our website at vAvw.caiicocorn2rs.com. 
iaos«-.?r 

http://www.angelmanwdk.org
mailto:sjenkins@oe.homecomm.net
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OUR VIEWS 

Massage laws 
need state 

Canton officials opened up a can of worms when they 
decided to rewrite the township's massage ordinance.' 

But it was something that had to be dealt with and, in 
fairness to the officials, it was bound to generate contro-
versy. The problem started a couple of years ago, when 
the state of Michigan repealed a law regulating and 
licensing massage practitioners. 

That left it up to local governments to police such businesses. 
While Canton had a massage ordinance in place (enacted 

in 1980 and amended twice) it defined "myomassologist" as 
"a person who offers his or her services for hire in the prac-
tice of massage and is licensed pursuant" to state law. 

Officials relied on that definition to separate legitimate 
practitioners from the less-than-legitimate. The rest of the 
ordinance was clearly an anti-prostitution law enacted at a 
time when a growing influx of so-called Oriental massage 
parlors were little more than fronts for prostitution. 

Township Clerk Terry Bennett said the old ordinance 
was "very, very, very restrictive. Legitimate massage par-
lors couldn't operate in this area." 

In recent years, however, there's been another influx, of 
legitimate and certified therapeutic massagers who oper-
ate out of hospitals, chiropractic centers or sometimes 
their own homes or businesses. While they go through 
national certification and have to meet certain require-
ments, there is no licensing except at the local level. 

Township attorney Tim Cronin told the board, T h e best 
world would be for the state to get involved in this particular 
industry if they saw fit Unfortunately, the state hasn't seen fit" 

In draft ing the new ordinance, township officials 
solicited input from people who practice in Canton. 
Bennett said the final draft was sent to some of them for 
review and consideration, but the board got no response 
until complaints poured in at the second reading. 

Some more onerous requirements were deleted and 
other language was softened. Nevertheless, the ordinance 
still requires a criminal background check, fingerprints 
and photographs of the applicants. 

Practitioners argue that no other health care providers are 
subjected to such requirements. They believe the national 
certification standards they have to meet should be sufficient. 

We think Cronin's point is. valid. With the number of 
therapeutic massagers growing rapidly, now is not the 
time for the state to get out of the licensing business. It 
should, indeed, develop statewide licensing and monitor-
ing standards as it does for other health professionals. 

Meanwhile, it's up to local communities to come up with 
regulations of their own to allow professionals to conduct 
business while keeping out those who are using t^e term 
massage to mean something completely different. 

Canton's ordinance may still be a bit onerous for those 
legitimate practitioners, but it's about the best compro-
mise they're going to get. 

AYP list doesn't 
offer true picture 

The latest measurement of student achievement known 
as adequate yearly progress, or AYP, targets certain public 
and charter schools as being on the road to failure. 

While we understand the universal and lofty goal that 
every child should be &iven the chance to succeed, we 
believe the AYP method spelled out in the federal No 
Child Left Behind legislation unjustly burdens districts 
that have consistently performed at or above state and 
national standards. 

Still, school adminis t ra tors throughout Oakland 
County and most of western Wayne County breathed a 
sigh of relief when their schools didn't appear on the list 
as needing to improve. 

Their fears of landing on the list are justified. 
In school districts with consistently high MEAP scores, 

one subgroup of scores could put a school on the list. If 
only 94.5 percent of students in a normally high-perform-
ing school opt to take the MEAP, the school is on the list. 
If one school does not increase MEAP scores from one 
year to the next, the school is on the list. 

Sanctions spelled out in the federal legislation only 
apply to Title I schools — those that receive federal fund-
ing for special programming based on the number of stu-
dents who receive free or reduced price lunches according 
to their household income. 

So, again, we're left wondering what good the AYP 
reports will do for the non-Title I schools. 

We know what it will do. The list will lead to inaccurate 
snapshots of how schools are really doing. 
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PAUL HURSCKMANN i STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER-

Brian Leeson, 11, (far right) squirts paint onto a canvas, as Sam Nilies, 10, looks on Thursday evening at Tonda Elementary's Family Art Night. The two 
aspiring artists were contributing to a community homage to artist Jackson Pollack. 

TAG problems 
The administration has decided to 

move the TAG program to Central. That's 
fine, but there are two problems with this. 

The first is that they are not moving the 
program in one move, but layering the 
kids in as they come up from elementary 
school. The sixth-graders will have no 
older counterparts to show them the 
ropes or to defend them when they are 
harassed for being in the TAG program. 
And they will be harassed for being in 
this program. 

The second problem stems from the 
first. The TAG teachers are not being 
afforded the opportunity to move to 
Central with the program. It takes years 
t o develop a curriculum that goes into 
more depth. It takes time to understand 
how t o teach these students. In Indiana 
and Ohio, teachers must have special 
endorsements on their teaching certifi-
cates for talented and gifted. 
Unfortunately, this is not a requirement 
in Michigan. So next year's sixth-graders 
will be isolated from other TAG kids and 
probably not challenged. 

If it is only a matter of solving the over-
crowding at East, they've solved the prob-
•lem. In fact, they've solved the problem 
so well that they might lose a number of 
students and their younger brothers and 
sisters. Increased enrollment has been 
causing problems in the district, but it 
does bring in approximately $7,000 per 
student. A sudden decrease in enrollment 
can also cause problems. 

The district has overhead in terms of 
facilities and support staff that would still 
be needed if students left the district If 
even 100 parents feel the TAG program is 
not fulfilling their needs and move their 
children to private school, the decrease in 
enrollment would create a $700,000 loss 
of revenue in a delicately balanced budget 

I just hope that the administration 
carefully considers the move they are 
about to make. If the TAG program must 
move to Central, please move the pro-
grain in its entirety and move the teach-
ers with it. If another solution can be 
found for East's overcrowding by redraw-
ing the middle school boundaries, then 
perhaps that is a better solution. 

H. Hill 
Canton 

Facts omitted 
I must say I find it quite interesting 

how this whole OLGC school situation 
has become Father John Sullivan's fault, 
especially considering that all of the 
improvements to the school were made 
after his arrival. 

Perhaps Mr. Behn may have fpoled 
people into thinking he made the 
changes, but Behn was. in control of 
OLGC school for seven years before 
Father John came; why wasn't anything 
done then? 

Mr. Behn must have changed a lot in 
the past few years. When I was at that 
school for grades three through five, not 
once did I see him visiting classrooms, nor 
did he know names and faces of the chil-
dren. In contrast, when I was a student at 
West Middle School, with a student popu-
lation about equal to that of OLGC, the 
principal was always visible and took time 
to talk with students and learn their 
names. This was even true at Canton High 
School, which had about 2,300 students! 

So many people are blaming Father 

LETTERS 
John while they seem to be ignoring all 
the good he has done. If he really wanted 
to close the school, why would he have 
turned the old church into more class-
rooms? Somehow, that must have slipped 
angry parents' minds. People just need to 
calm down and think about how un-
Christianlike they are being with all of 
these insults and incorrect assumptions 
they are making. 

Mr. Behn will not be at OLGC school 
next year, somebody else will. Deal with 
it. By the way, how professional is it to 
send home letters to parents insulting 
your boss and complaining that your con-
tract was not renewed for next year? No 
one was under any obligation to renew 
his contract. 

I think people should read the OLGC 
Parish "UP Building" article Mr. Behn 
wrote in 1999. In i t Behn says, among 
other things: 

S "Father John has taken heat from 
some parents for not visiting the school . 
on a regular basis, yet in the 13 years I 
have been here, no pastor has been here 
more." 

• "When Father John first arrived, I 
was in the hospital recovering from back 
surgery. He called or visited me daily, 
telling me all of the school news. He 
greeted the students daily and was very 
visible in my absence." 

S "Father John insisted that students 
should not have to eat lunch in the class-
rooms. He provided for additional gym 
time and spent $9,000 for the lunchroom 
tables." 

S "Father John was the first pastor to 
suggest any improvements in the school. 
He remodeled the school office (before 
starting on the rectory) and made sure that 
we had new windows cut in the walls to 
provide for greater visibility and security" 

Those are the facts.My, how tilings 
must have changed in four years. I'm curi-
ous to know who would stoop so low as to 
invite outsiders (the Observer) in to a 
parish family disagreement and to know 
just what you think a Catholic church is 
supposed to look lite, Ms. Kapp. And yes, 
Emily Shmyr, my mother is indeed the 
director of Religious Formation. However, 
it is no secret that "this man," Stan 
Olszewski, is her husband. 

Peace be with you. 
Amy Olszewski 

Plymouth 

Police are professional 
In response to Mr. Lavander's com-

ments fbom March 20, the officer did 
what he had to do. The joke is now on the 
kid, isn't it? I wanted to answer your 
questions regarding the incident 

Your first question was "Why did the 
cop waste the time to write the report in 
the first place?" Well, if you knew any-
thing about police work you'd know that 
an officer has to document all incidents 
he is involved in. If you've ever been to 
court you would know that documenta-
tion is a vital step in law enforcement 

Your next question was, "Had a bad 
day?" The officer involved is a trained 
professional who cannot allow a "bad 
day to get in the way of his judgment. He 
takes pride in his work and would not 
allow a "bad day" to enter into the per-
formance of his duties. 

Your next question was laughable: 
"How many people were shot, raped or 
had a car stolen while he wrote this?81 
am very happy and proud to report 

NONE in our community. It is because of1' 
officers like him that we have the com- 5 ' 
munity we have. 

The city and township of Plymouth are 
very lucky to have the caliber of officers 
that they have. Believe me, they could 
make more money in other communities. 
It is people like you, Mr. Lavander, who 
jump to judgment before you know what in -
going on that makes their job even harder. 

Next time, maybe you will find out 
what is involved before you comment. ; n 

These are highly trained professionals *• 
who do a thankless job and I, for one, am'^ 
glad they are there. 

Ray Yudf 
Westland.' 

-. « 
Comments still unwarranted ;;I 

I would like to thank Mr. Mackleby for ' 
so precisely proving my point. As offend- '; 
ed by my comments as Mr. Mackleby * 
obviously was, so were those of us offend-
ed by Chuck Portelli's comments. 

It is obvious that Mr. Mackleby has 
some economic stake here; I'm assuming* j 
he's a teacher. I'm saddened by his sup- I 
port of Mr. Portelli's comments. d 

Regardless of who made the suggestion j 
of freezes, Mr. Portelli's comments were M 
unwarranted and, as a "leader," should | j 
have been more careful in his wording, i t 

That was my one and only point! And, t ; 
my point still stands! 

I made obvious offensive comments fo^ ' 
people to see how absurd and offensive ' 
his comments were. ; w 

According to Mr. Mackleby's letter andh 
teachers' responses at school, it worked.• S 

Just to clear up a few of Mr. Mackleby's 
misunderstandings about me, I am per-
feetly aware of the role of the PCEA in our?) 
schools, along with the state MEA and ? 
national NEA, and I think their role is : 

entirely unfortunate with some of the Z: 
"agendas" they try to push in OUR schools j 

I've probably attended more Board of 
Education meetings than most of your H 
teachers. I also have no doubt that if our 
MEAP scores were stellar, Mr. Mackleby C'; 
would be using them to "wield" in the t*• 
other direction. And, if I ignorantly wield-K 
ed MEAP scores, then please enlighten usH 

I didn't create this benchmark and for 
now, it is exactly that a benchmark by -I: 
which our schools are measured- Just for -
the record, I don't agree with MEAP test--
ing and will "opt" my children out of fur-
ther MEAP, and other standardized, tests,-
Perhaps that is one tiling we can agree OIL .. 

Plymouth. 

' SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please : C 
include your name, address and phone number-,: 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400c 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. • 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer X 
794 S. Main 
Plymouth, Mi 48170 f 

Fax: > 
(734)459-4224 > 

E-mail: .•> 
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net % 

QUOTABLE 
"This was an opportunity I don't believe I could pass up. There are 861,000 veterans in the state of Michigan. It's a 

fabulous opportunity." 
- Brig. Gen. Carol Ann Fausone, assistant adjutant general, on being named to her state post 

mailto:bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
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Bizarre plans 
state's MEDC program 

Power 

It's so bizarre it can only be happening in 

Lansing. 
]• Four Republican lawmakers want to snatch 

$60 million from the budget of the Michigan 
Economic Development Corp. and use it to 
restore grants for high school students scoring 

on the Michigan Educational Assessment 
test. • 

idea is to take $35.5 million in MEDC 
operating money from the state's general fund, 
$U million in Indian casino money that goes to 

the MEDC and $10 million in 
tobacco settlement money that 
funds high-technology projects. 
That adds up to $60 million, 
just about enough to restore the 
cuts Gov. Jennifer Granholm 

m a k i n g i n t h e 

Merit Scholarship 
program. And it would leave the 
MEDC with around $65 million 
in its 2004 budget, almost all of 
it federal Community 
Development Block Grant 
funds earmarked to pass 
through to local governments. 

; Make no mistake about it, if adopW, the net 
effect of this proposal would be to gut the MEDC, 
the independent agency' charged with attracting 
new jobs and helping business growth in Michigan, 
j Never mind that the MEDC was started by 
; Republican Gov. John Engler. Never mind that the 
MEDC has been recognized by Site Selection maga-
zine five years in a row as among the top 10 eco-
nomic development outfits in the country. Never 

; mind that over its six-year history, the MEDC has . 
1 spurred more than $72 billion in private investment 
[in Michigan, helped create more than 231,000 new, 
j high-paying jobs in the state and increased the 
state's tax revenue by around $4 billion. 

At a time when our economy is in the doldrums 
j and Michigan's unemployment rate is at a nine-
j year high, why would anybody be crazy enough to 
1 want to cripple the state's very successful eco-
i nomic development program? The only two 
motives pathological enough to justify such self-

! mutilation are ideology and politics. 
Ideologically, look no further than the free-

market fanatics at the Mackinac Center for 
) Public Policy, who call the MEDC "Michigan's 
I chief dispenser of corporate welfare" and want 
tl(e MEDC to be "eliminated entirely." A curious 
charge, as only a very small portion of the 6,000 
Michigan businesses the MEDC helps each year 
gets any financial assistance; most get free help 
with worker's compensation cost counseling, 
location services and worker recruitment and 
training. As virtually every other state in the 
nation has an active and competitive economic 

development program, entirety eliminating the 
MEDC would be like unilaterally eliminating our 
nuclear weapons capability just before negotiat-
ing with the North Koreans about theirs. 

Politically, the idea is -

; on scholarships are going to be leaving 
college and needingjobs. No MEDC, fewer good 
jobs; no good jobs, those well-educated kids will be 
leaving Michigan to pursue their careers elsewhere. 

A fascinating subplot in all this has to do with the 
shenanigans now being performed by die Michigan 
State Chamber of Commerce, certainly the most 
influential organization in the state in promoting 
the interests of the business community. 

Amazingly, the State Chamber is actively lobby-
ing legislators to eliminate the MEDC. No less than 
three chamber staff operatives have been meeting 
with key legislators to urge defunding of the agency. 

I called Jim Barrett, the president of the State 
Chamber, to ask what's going on, since so far as I 
know the chamber board of directors has not 
taken an official position. 

"How come," X asked Barrett, "the state's leading 

the main pro-business agency in state government?" 
"The Michigan Chamber is advocating reduc-

tions in government spending," Barrett respond-
ed. "We don't support increasing state taxes or 
fees, so it would be irresponsible not to cut 
spending, including that of the MEDC" 

"Does that mean you're supporting the propos-
al being made to gut the MEDC?" 

"I'm not familiar with any specific proposals 
from specific legislators" parried Barrett He 
refused to say if any of his chamber staffers were 
actually lobbying legislators. 

It looks to me as though the State Chamber — for 
whatever reasons — is in the middle of saying one 
thing and doing another. But that's what tends to 
happen when you mix ideology with politics. One 
wonders what the businesses that contribute to the 
chamber's budget think about what's going on. 

In any event, the plot to cripple the MEDC is a 
bad idea and should summarily be killed. 

FH: Gov. Granholm has proposed a 20-per-
cent cut in MEDC funding, which seems to me 
reasonable in light of current economic condi-
tions. Let the record also show that I serve as the 
vice chair of the MEDC's Executive Committee, 
so I have a stake in this argument. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that 
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
ppower@Homecomm.net. ® 

Canadian trash issue 
in a 

Hugh 

Gallagher 

jfe don't want your stinkin' Canadian 
'trash." 

That's the message that state politi-
cians are hearing loud and clear from their con-
stituents. The idea that Canadian cities are 
delivering their trash, some of it potentially haz-
ardous, to local landfills has raised the hackles 
of residents throughout the Detroit metro area. 

Several weeks ago, a group of Wayne State 
University students asked the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers to run a survey on the 
issue as 
more 

O&E readers. 
The overwhelming major-

ity favors banning importa-
tion of all foreign trash 
(which would violate the • 
North American Free Trade 
Act) or at least limiting what 
is allowed to prohibit those 
items that Michigan cities 
and businesses are prohibit-
ed from dumping. Some of 
the side notes attached to 
the survey showed just how 
vituperative some people are 
on the issue. 

That kind of reaction is sure to catch the ears 
of any semi-awake politician. It's a win-win for 
any fast-on-his-or-her-feet pol. They get to rail 
against foreign trash, come out strong for the 
environment, make disparaging remarks about 
Canada (which stayed home during the just-
completed conflict in Iraq) and only offend a 
few landfill operators and the communities that 
receive fees from them (oh, yeah, and Canada). 

All the stars were right for Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm to bravely go where every other 
politician was rushing. On Monday, the day 
before Earth Day (did you celebrate?), 
Granholm appeared at a rally in Madison 
Heights as part of a Don't Trash Michigan 
campaign, organized by a group that includes 
unions, environmentalists and church groups. 

She is asking the federal government to 
give states more control over regulating trash. 

Specifically, Granholm supports legislation 
that allows states to prohibit any trash that 
contains items that Michigan residents are 
not supposed to dump — deposit bottles and 
cans, batteries, oil, etc. 

Granholm, a native Canadian, is taking up 
the cudgel with the usual energy of a religious 
convert After all, during the gubernatorial 
campaign, her opponent Dick Posthumus 
accused her of lacking solid Michigan values, 
of actually being tainted with Canadian val-
ues, What an opportunity to show just how 
strong her Michigan values are. 

She says she doesn't want to start a trash war, 

a good skirmish could do her some good. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has thrown a 

wrench in any state attempts to control 
importation of trash, ruling that interstate 
commerce is the preserve of the federal gov-
ernment. The court has also ruled that 
importing foreign waste is protected by the 
North American Free Trade Agreement. 

Cynicism aside, Granholm and others who 
have taken up the issue are right to be agitated 
by the importation of Canadian waste. Just 
this past January, Toronto closed its own' 
fill and began to truck all its waste this way. 

Last year, according to research by the 
WSU students, Michigan imported 3A 

200 trucks cross the Blue Water and 
Ambassador bridges loaded with trash, most 
of it going to a landfill in Sumpter Township. 

That trash is a potential health risk. Toxic 
gases and leaching from the landfill are pol-
luting our air and water. 

Of course, we have to dump our own trash (we 
even send some of our toxic trash to Canada). For 
years there has been a lively debate on landfills vs. 
incineration, with landfills generally getting the 
environmental nod. Neither system is perfect 

We need to continue the good efforts we have 
made to limit, recycle and control our trash. A bill 
is currentfybeing considered to expand the deposit 
law to include more categories. It faces opposition 
from some business interests, but would be consis-
tent with a real concern about landfills. 

In a letter to one of the WSU students, 
Granholm makes this point:"... while out of 
state waste is a serious problem, 80 percent of 
the total trash put in our landfills comes from 
Michigan, and we must work to reduce the 
amount of solid waste we create." 

Proposals by Granholm include increasing 
landfill inspections, limiting what the state 
will allow in out-of-state trash and increasing 
the cost of dumping in Michigan. She also 
supports expanding the bottle deposit law. 

Rep. Paul Gieleghem, D-Clinton Township, has 
two proposals that deal directly with the issue, but 
that some say would not pass muster with the 
courts. House Bffl 4098 would require other 
states or the province of Ontario to follow the 
same strict standards for dumping as Michigan, 
including bans on motor oil and batteries. House 
Bill4099 would require Canada to separate and 
dispose of returnable bottles and cans. 

Sure it's an easy "let's go get 'em" for politi-
cians. But if they succeed, we'll all be better off. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer 
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at {7345 953-
2149, by e-mail a hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net or by 
fax at (734)591-7279. 
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866-795-1668 
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Helen Keller was once asked, 
"If you had a choice of your eyesight or your hearing, 

which would you rather have?" 
r Answer Rocked The Worli 

she considered HEARING MORE IMPORTANT for ones' happiness and self-esteem. 
Modern day researchers have since proven HELEN KELLER correct. ~ . • 

; rooted in our ability to hear is our sense of security, psychological and social well-being. 
' M 

YOU may he one of 28 million Americans who has a hearing loss. 
Take this simple test: 

• Do you often ask others to repeat what they say? 

• Have your family and friends expressed concern about your hearing? 

• Does background noise often interfere wiht your ability to follow a 

conversation? 

• Do you often turn the volume on your TV or radio louder than others 

• Do you avoid noisy situations, like restaurants, because you have 
" difficutly hearing? 

If you answemd YES to ANY of these questions, you may want to know if you 

have a hearing loss or just WAX BUILD-UR CALL US TODAY for a 
FREE hearing test which includes your FREE Otoscopic (video) 

Ear Exam! If it's just wax, you will know immediately. 

* JbiL. ^ 

April 24 - May 2 

HUGHES HEARING AID CENTER 
30701 WEST 10 MILE RD, Sui te 300 

FARMINGTON HILLS (call toll free) 866-795-1 668 
£ • 5 

i n f i l l 
DON'T WAIT - CALL TODAY 

Grand Opening 
OPEN HOUSF 

appointments 

with this industry expert 

April 24 - May 2 

DON'T WAIT - CALL TODAY 

to schedule a time with 

Linda Marie Bloomfield, BC-HIS 

I 

t 

ALL DIGITAL HI I 
^ DuiiliJO'XiiB D?=il slZjl&= 

Why Digital Hearing Aids? 
. They assist those who: 

I Can't understand speech because of 
background noise 

I Have difficulty hearing phone conversations 
I Can hear, but can't understand words 
I Have trouble with "Whistling" or "Feed Back" 

Combines your natural ear shape No one notices your CIC 
and state of the art technolgy. 

I 

I | any cc;npot!tof's 
| J ptisa o n ifce a 

or similar pro*. 

"Nearly Invisible' 

Try Digital Technology 
"hear" the difference.. 

Innovative approaches that som< 
those who suffer with these co: 

e > 

- w • 

I ! CUSTOM FULL SHELL 

$ 
starting at 

J95 
Retail price $790 

Corrects loss up to 35-40 db Class A 

C U S T O M C A M A L 
starting at 

69500 
Retail price $1390 

Corrects loss up to 35-40 db 

866-795-1668 866-795-1668 
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City bites 
Spanish Wine Dinner, 

Assaggi Mediterranean 
Bistro, 330 W, Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale (248) 584-3499,7 
p.m., Wednesday, May 7. Six 
courses $85, limited seating. 

Assaggi Mediterranean 
Bistro is open for Sunday 
brunch 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Creative Italian items include 
Seasonal Frittata, Tuscan 
Bread Salad and Pan Seared . 
Scallops in Orange-Vanilla 
and Cardamom Sauce served 
with risotto. From Spain 
there's a Traditional Spanish 
Tortilla, From France, 
Seafood Crepes, Poached 
Eggs in Saffron Cream and 
Sweet Brioche topped with 
fresh fruit and served with 
almond mascarpone cheese. 
Sauteed Lebanese Sausage 
served with crispy haloumi 
cheese, finished in lemon 
and accompanied with a 
tomato mint relish is truly 
Mediterranean. 

• Band 
The Franklin Village Band 

wants you. It rehearses at 
7:30 p.m. on the first and 
third Monday of the month 
at the Franklin Community 

Church. No auditions, and all 
ages are welcome. For more 
information, call Bill Prisk, 
(248)474-8869 or Bob 
Zimmerman, (313) 535-4119. 

• Gala 
Celebrate the 10th anniver-

sary of the Great Lakes 
Chamber Music Festival at a 
gala featuring "Classical 
Meets Jazz," an intimate per-
formance and conversation 
with David Baker and James 
Tocco, 6:30 p.m. Saturday, 
May 10, at the Gem & Century 
Theaters, 333 Madison, 
Detroit. Tickets $175 per per-
son, of which $115 is tax 
deductible. Call (248) 559-
2097 for reservations/infor-
mation or go to www.great-
iakeschampbermusic.com. 
This year's festival is June 
14-29. Stay tuned for details. 

New opera 
Michigan Opera Theatre, 

Cincinnati Opera and Opera 
Co. of Philadelphia are co-
commissioning Margaret 
Gamer, a new opera based 
on one of the most contro-
versial fugitive slave stories 
inpre-CivilWar America. The 
project marks the debut of 
Grammy-award winning com-
poser Richard Oanielpour 
and librettist Toni Morrison, 
winner of the 1993 Nobel 
Prize for literature. 
Internationally renowned 
mezzo-soprano Denyce 
Graves will star in the tit le 
role. Michigan Opera Theatre 
will present the world pre-
miere in May 2005. 

Confidence' starring 
Ed Burns and Rachel 
Weisz is full of twists 
and style. 86 

Jennifer Shrader plays Belle, the bookish young gir l who strikes a bargain with the Beast (played by Roger Befeler) to take her as his captive instead of her father. 

'Beauty and the Beast' mesmerizes audiences 
BY LINDA ANN CH0MIN 
STAFF WRITER 

Laura Dvsarczyk gets as big a kick out of the 
kids in the audience as they do watching 
her dance across the stage as a dinner 

plate. One of the most magical moments in 
Disney's Beauty and the Beast is when the 
napkins and whisks come to life for Be Our 
Guest. The song sets the table for a meal scene 
in the first act of the Broadway-style musical 
about a young prince doomed by a spell. 

The show opens Tuesday, April 29, at the 
Fisher Theatre in Detroit. 

"The lights are high and you can see the kids' 
faces," said Dvsarczyk, who grew up seeing 
many of the touring musicals at downtown the-
aters. "It's the cartoon they've seen for years and 
it's come to life." 

Of all the stops on the tour Dysarczyk is 
excited about performing in front of friends 
and family who've bought tickets for the show 
at the Fisher Theatre. She grew up in Canton 
dreaming about the day she'd be dancing on 
stage there — even if it is as a plate. 

"My dance teacher, Joanne Zavisa of 
Joanne's Dance Extension in Canton, took us 
to theater all the time and my mom took me as 
well" Dysarczyk said. "I'd seen bits of the 
movie baby-sitting, then one Easter about six 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

What: Disney's Tony Award-winning musical 
about a young prince doomed by a spell 

When: Tuesday, April 29, to Sunday, May 18 

Where: Fisher Theatre, 3011W. Grand Blvd., Detroit 

Tickets: $25.50-$60.50, call (248) 645-6666. 
Groups of 20 or more, call (313) 871-1132 

years ago my family went and saw it down-
town. 

"I just loved it. My mom bought me the 
soundtrack and I'd take it into the bedroom 
and play it and dance." 

Dysarczyk does more though than dance in 
the show. Not bad for someone who started 
out playing one of the mice in the Plymouth 
Canton Ballet Co.'s Nutcracker. Of course, 
Dysarczyk trained with the best. She studied 
acting with Gloria Logan at Plymouth Canton 

P L E A S E S E E BEAUTY', B3 
Canton-raised Laura Dysarczyk kicks u 
one of the dancing plates in Beauty an 

tier heels as 
the Beast. 

Thai cuisine offers tantalizing and aroma 
BY ELEANOR HEALD 
CORRESPONDENT 

Considered among the world's most 
tantalizing, Thai cuisine offers a unique 
blend of tastes. Despite location between 
India and China and the influence foods 
from these countries have on it, Thai 
cuisine retains singularity. 

Described as nostril-flaring and 
tongue-searing, it's frequently consid-
ered fast food. Neither is accurate. 

"Actually, Thai natives who've lived in 
the U.S. for some time, now order Thai 
food mild or medium," said Lawan 
Chandruang, who with her husband 
Adirek, opened the 70-seat Bangkok 
Bistro in Troy at the end of March 2003. 
The couple also owns Bangkok Bistro 
Cafe in TVoy and Bangkok Express in 
Sputhfield. 

The characteristic taste of Thai food 
comes from an aromatic mixture of 
salt, pepper, garlic, basil and Thai pep-
pers pounded together. "If someone 
orders a dish prepared mild," Lawan 
said, "we add one Thai pepper; for 
medium, two peppers; and three for 
hot." 

Additionally, herbs, spices, cilantro, 
ginger root, galangal from the ginger 
family, lemongrass and kaffir lime 
(both leaf and fruit) are widely used to 
further enhance aromatic qualities. 
Lemongrass, with the appearance of 
grass, smells minty and has a lemon-
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M A X I M U M E N J O Y M E N T 

"Thai fo<- : that's served in the U.S. 
today ork i: *id in the palace of the 
kings of > Lawan said. "These are 

and not at all like the 
' >y commoners of that time" 
hentic Thai meal consists of 
•eived with many different 

; ishes are not considered 
s re therefore served at the 
w hat Americans consider 
This makes Hid food espe-

ii >r a large group eating out 
definitely removes it from 

Shrimp and Thai eggplant (left) and 
Ford Road in Canton. 

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

curry with beef are among the favorites at Thai Bistro on 
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like taste. The fragrance of kaffir lime 
leaves boosts citrus elements and adds 
refreshing astringency. 

Nam pla (fish sauce), which provides 
the salty dimension, is a key ingredi-
ent, critical to Thai-ness. It's made 
from lengthy salt fermenting of small 
fish, followed by extraction and boiling 

of the liquid to make a clear and slight-
ly brown broth. 

Coconut milk, which creates a smooth 
creamy base, is another essential that 
blends other Thai ingredients together in 
curry dishes or desserts. For a satay, 
peanut butter, coconut milk and Thai 
chili paste are the main sauce ingredients. 

TYPICALLY : HAi 

Amor 1 Thai appetizers, Tod 
Mun PI; :d spicy fish cake, served 
with cu< salad, while Tod Mun 
Goong i shrimp cake, served 
with SWL I I nut and chili sauce. 

THAI, B6 

Did you miss the deadline for 
Thursday's Classifieds? 

u have a second chance to make Thursday's ec .>n, If you call us 
noon on Wednesday we'll put your ad in a spec; = mini-directory, 
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