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• The Park Players 
The Park Players of 

Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park present the 
musical, Guys and Dolls, 
Thursday-Sunday, April 10-13, 
at the Salem High School 
Logan Auditorium. 

Guys and Dolls revolves 
around gambler Nathan 
Detroit, the organizer of the' 
oldest established perma-
nent floating crap game in 
New York. Nathan bets fellow 
gambler Sky Masterson that 
he (Sky) can't make the next 
girl he sees fall in love with 
him. Enter Miss Sarah Brown, 
a pure-at-heart Salvation 
Army-type reformer, 

stage is set for a series of 
hilarious complications as 
Sky tries to win her over. 

Shows for Thursday 
through Saturday start at 8 
p.m. and the Sunday matinee 
begins at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
on sale now. All tickets are 
$8 (cash or check, please, no 
credit cards). 
• There are three ways to 
purchase 1) in person in the 
upper auditorium from 2:30-
5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday; 2) 

! reserve tickets by phoning 
(734) 416-7723; and 3) one 
tiotir before show time at the. 
auditorium. 

For information, contact 
director Kristen Quesada 
(Kay-Sah-Duh), (734) 416-
n a 

; School election petitions 
are now available for anyone 

• wishing to declare candidacy 
for the June 9 Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education 
election. 

Forms are available at the 
EJ. McClendon Educational 
Center on Harvey. Deadline 
for filing is 4 p.m. April 7. 
Petitions must contain at 
least 40 valid signatures of 
registered voters. The dead-
line to withdraw once you've 
filed is 4 p.m. April 10. 
• For more information, call 
(734)416-3095. ' 

• Youth shows 
: Canton Project ARTS and 
the township's Leisure 
Services department will be 
offering two more entertain-

, finent events for ages 12 and 
under. 
, The Youth Variety series 

' events are $3 per person, 
starting at 10 a.m. The shows 
runabout 90 minutes. 
- Upcoming shows include 
the Dream Machine Family 
Concert on March 22, and A 
New Breed of Magic wth 
Jason Hudy on April 12. 

Advance purchase of tick-
ets is suggested; call (734) 
394-5460 for more details. 

• A night out • : . 
Field Elementary School 

will hold an unusual Ladies 
Night Out Friday, March 28. 
" A home show/craft fair will 
run 6-9 p.m. at the school, 
1000 S. Haggerty (south of 
Cherry Hill). Space is still 
available. Call Becki Meyette 
at (734) 844-0832. Admission 
will be $1 and baked goods 
and refreshments will be 
sold. 

' for bonds 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

Canton trustees last week received bids 
on a $23 million bond project to fund the 
expansion of the Administration/Public 
Safety building and to partially fiind the 
construction of the Performing Arts 
Theater at Cherry Hill and Ridge roads. 

The low bid was awarded to 
UBS/Paine Webber at a net interest cost 
of4.177330 percent 

"That's a great rate," said Township 
Clerk Terry Bennett "It's four-tenths of a 
percent below the market" 

Bennett said the original plan was to 
issue $16 million in bonds for the expan-
sion and $8 million for the theater - a 
total of $24 million. 

"By combining the two projects, we 
were able to get a better rate," she said. 
"We were able to reduce the debt by a 
million dollars." 

Work on the administration building 

expansion is already under way and 
groundbreaking for the theater is sched-
uled for May. 

While the cost for the theater project is 
just over $11 million, the township has 
received $300,000 from the state and 
the balance will be raised by private 
funds through donations. 

TRUSTEE APPROVES 

Of the $23 million projects, Trustee 

Melissa McLaughlin said, '"It's a lot of 
money. I think we're all a little nervous. 
But this is such a necessary thing for the 
community and the function of the 
organization. I hope we won't have to do 
anything more with this for 25 years." 

It was just over 25 years ago that the 
present building was constructed, but 
it was a totally different era for the 
township. 

PLEASE SEE BONDS, AT 

Infer 

Nathan Benjamin, left, and 
Matt Pairitz, in above 

photo, listen to race car 
driver Audrey Zavodsky at 

Tonda Elementary 
Wednesday. Zavodsky paid 

a visit to the second-
graders at the school as 
part of National Reading 

Month and their Race into 
Reading program. 

Zavodsky drives for 
Yisteon Racing in the 

Women's Global GT Series. 
She shared her message of 

learning, reading and her 
goal, the acronym HEADS -

Health, Experience, 
Awareness, Dedication and 

Success. 
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War responses 

BY DOUG JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITERS 

The impending war with Iraq 
was on the minds of the 18 or so 
youngish adults at Theology on 
Tap Tuesday night at the Box 
B a r in Plymouth. 

The group meets intermit-
tently to discuss theological 

issues .and is sponsored by St. 
John Neumann Catholic 
Church in Canton. It is part of 
the parish's youth outreach 
ministry and is aimed at provid-
ing a relaxed atmosphere for 
20- and 30-somethings. 

After a discussion of the topic 
for the day (How Do We Love 
God?), the group became an 
open forum on the war. Here 
are some of the comments: 

Mike Horka: "I think we all 
are looking for the right 

PLEASE SEE WAR, A10 

Canton dog is tops 
in mm* 

BY DOUG JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITER \ ' 

The big crowds at the Detroit 
Kennel Club Show last weekend 
included plenty of folks wanting 
to see dog agility runs. 

Dog agility events started in 
England in the late 1970s and 
are modeled in some ways after 
equestrian shows. The runs 
involve jumps, poles, teeter-tot-
ters, tunnels and weave poles; 
they are a test for both dog and. 
handler, and have become a 
popular addition to the tra<fi-
tional conformation judgings. 

American Kennel Club and 
other sanctioned agility events 
have soared in popularity > 
according to Jennifer Schilp 
owner of Media Matters, a 
Plymouth-based firm that 

handles public relations for the 
Detroit Kennel Club. 

Among the tops dogs at the 
show this weekend was Emma, 
an American Staffordshire 
Terrier, owned by Canton resi-
dent Rita Tyler. These terriers 
are one of several breeds often 
grouped under the term "pit 
bull." 

Emma is an exceptional dog, 
Tyler said, and she arid her d(5g 
have at least 30 working titles 
to prove it, although in last 
weekend's events Emma placed 
third. 

The agility course is run 
against the clock, arid in the 
class Emma runs with, there is 
no room for error. Currently, 
the Canton dog is the No. 1 dog 

PLEASE SEE DOG, AT 

Four brothers keep 50-year-
BY DOUG JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITER 

Mathison Hardware was 
founded 50 years ago by a TWA 
pilot who could see the growth 
coming for western Wayne 
County every time he took a 
plane in to Willow Run Airport 

Captain B. J. "Bud" Mathison 
liked what he saw from the air 
and started his company - now 

at 31535 Ford in Garden City. 
He built the Canton store that 

is such a landmark along Canton 
Center Road in 1970 with the 

help of his young sons. 
Bud Mathison is gone, but his 

sons - Bob, and Jim in Garden 
City, Barry in Canton and Frank 
in Livonia - have kept the busi-
ness going. The Livonia store on 
Plymouth Road opened in 1982. 

Jim, Frank and Barry helped 
with the brick building with the 
giant Mathison Hardware sign in 
Canton, -

"I guess I was about 21 and we 
worked on putting up the bricks," 
Barry Mathison recalled. "This 
basically is the same building 
that my father and the family 
had built in Garden City." 

"Our dad could see the growth 
in the suburbs as he landed," Jim 
said. "I think we may be one of 
the oldest businesses in Canton 
still standing," Barry said. 

Why is the store set back so 
from Canton Center Road? 

"We were told that Canton 
Center would eventually be a 
split boulevard" Jim said. "We 
didn't want to take any chances.' 

The Garden City and Canton 
stores are affiliated with Ace 
Hardware and do stock hard-
ware items. 

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

PLEASE SEE BUSINESS, A10 Frank, Barry and Jim Mathison like doing business here. 
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ACTIVITY NIGHT 

Plymouth and Canton police 
teams are joining forces to host 
an annual activity night for 
Plymouth-Canton students. 

Plymouth's DARE team and 
the Canton Police Teaching, 

members are sponsoring 
the activity night from 6-9:30 
p.m. Saturday, March 29 at , 
Skatin' Station II in Canton. 

DARE/TEAM is an educa-
tional course conducted in the 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Mondays, Wednesdays and FIELD EVENT 
Fridays. Tb be eligible for this . 
group, children must turn 4 
before Sept. 1,2003. 

For information or-to sign 
up, call Peggy at (734) 453-: ; 
'5464. This unit of the. Salvation 
Army also serves Canton 
Tbwnship. 

GRIEVING 

all fifth-grade students in the 
district. The program equips 
the students with the necessary 
life skills to resist peer pressure 
to experiment with drugs and 
alcohol. 
. All students are eligible to 

' ' ' 'night. 
Since the activity night is the 
program's major fund-raiser, 
DARE/TEAM officials are ask-
ing students to collect $30 in 
pledges, 
door. 
based on pledge amounts 
raised. All proceeds remain in 
the DARE/TEAM program. 

Complimentary pizza and 
pop will be provided. Questions 
should be directed to the • 
DARE/TEAM office, (734) 
354-3213 or (734) 394-5433. 

FRIDAY LENTEN DINNERS 

Looking for a meatless Friday 
dinner, but don't want to cook? 
Baked fish and pasta buffets 
have returned to the Summit on 
the Park Banquet Center every 
Friday now through April 18 
from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Bring the family and friends out 
to feast on a menu that includes 
salad, pasta, baked cod, veg-
etable, potato, rolls and bever-
ages. Cost is $8.50 per adult 
and $5.50 for children 10 and 
under. Dessert is available at an 
additional charge. Call (734) 
394-5480 for more information. 

TINY TOTS PROGRAM 

The Plymouth Salvation 
Army is taking registrations for 
its Tiny Tots Pre-School pro-
gram for Fall 2003. 

The program for 3-year-olds 
meets from 9*20-11:20 a.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, l b be 
eligible for this group, children 

Canton's Griffin Funeral 
Home will host annual grief 
counseling workshops on two 
days this spring. 

Tbnight, Thursday, March 
20, The Path of Grief will be 
discussed. Thursday, April 24, 
Pitfalls Along the Path of Grief 
will be the topic. Both sessions 
will be conducted free at the 
funeral home by Cathy Clough 
and the staff of Hope Center for 
Grief Support. The workshops 
run from 7-8:30 p.m. Call 
Griffin at (734) 981-1700 to 
sign up. If you decide to come 
at the last minute, that's OK, 
too. Griffin Funeral Home is at 
42600 Ford Road. 

"If you are an adult grieving 
after the death of a loved one, 
we hope you'll plan to attend," 
said David Griffin. "Learning to 
cope after the death ofa loved 
one is difficult, but not impossi-
ble. "Knowing what normal 
grief feels like and what you 
may expect helps you deal with 
the pain and the emotions." 

HOPPING 

You're invited to join the 
. Easter Bunny for his very first 
Breakfast at the Summit 9-11 
a.m, Saturday, April 5, in the 

axv unusual Ladies Night 
Friday, March 28. 

A home show/craft fair will 
run 6-9* p.m. at the school, 
1000 S. Haggerty (south of 
Cherry Hill). Space (a small fee 
is charged) is still available. Call 
Becki Meyette at (734) 844-
0832. Admission will be $1 and 
baked goods and refreshments 
will be sold. 

NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS 

of youth, the Wilcox 
Foundation announces the con-
tinuation ofa scholarship pro-
gram for the high school sen-
iors in the Plymouth-Canton 
school district 

Some $36,000 will be award-
ed May 14-15 to 18 Plymouth-
Canton students who research, 
then write an essay based on 
interviews with a Plymouth-
area resident of the student's 
choice who is over 80 years of 
age and has resided in the com-

Officer charged in 
death of Canton man 

State . John Stewart has 
1,263 nursing 

; Three Plymouth-Canton edu-
cators and three members of 
the Plymouth-Canton commu-
nity will serve on the panel of. 

$632,000 are now 
through local universities. 

Specifically, students can 
apply to four area colleges and 
universities to receive scholar-
ship funding: Schoolcraft 
Community College, $80,000 
for 157 eligible students; 
Madonna University, $100,000 
for 204 eligible students; # 
Eastern Michigan University, 
$260,000 for 516 eligible stu-
dents; and University of 
Michigan, $192,000 for 386 

As a member of the appro-
ions committee I worked 
to secure the money for 

arship recipients. 
According to Win Schrader, a 

member of the Wilcox 
Foundation Committee and 
director of the Scholarship 
Program, the program, unlike 
many scholarship programs, is 
not aimed solely at the top aca-
demic students. 

"Rather, it is interested in 
promoting broad participation 
by Plymouth-Canton youth in 
learning about the history of 
Plymouth," Schrader said. 

Accordingly, the criteria for 

The Dearborn traffic ordi-
nance officer who was involved 
in a fatal crash with a Canton 
driver was arraigned, on charges 
of manslaughter by motor vehi-
cle Tuesday. 

According to Lt. Walter 
Anhut of the Dearborn Police, 
the Michigan State Police com-
pleted their investigation last 
Thursday into the Feb. 17 acci-
dent that killed a Canton man, 
William Owen, 35. 

The report was forwarded to 
the prosecutor Friday. Anhut 
said Agron Seiko, the 20-year 
old officer charged in the acci-
dent, is out on $10,000 bond. 

Seiko apparently joined in a 
police chase, ran a red light and 
hit Owen's car near the 
entrance to Ford Motor 
Company's research center in ̂  
Dearborn. He had not been dis-
patched to the chase nor did he 
follow Dearborn procedures, 
according to the report His 
assignment was parking 
enforcement and impounding 
cars. If convicted, the young 
officer could go to prison for up 
to 15 years. Anhut said Seiko is 
currently suspended from the 
force. 
-

By Doug Johnson 

Safe taken from pickup 

is 

nursing programs,' 
Stewart, R-Plymouth. 
"Michigan is facing a nursing 
shortage and this money will 
help ensure the safety of our 
residents." For further informa-
tion 

- — 

banquet center. A light conti-
nental breakfast will be served 
while the kids enjoy some 
strolling entertainment and 
visit with their furry egg-toting 
friend. 

Breakfast will be served 9-10 
a,m, with openseating. The 
menu will include: danish, 
muffins, bagels, qereal, juice, 
milk and coffee. Tickets are on 
sale at the Summit's front desk 
now through April 2. Fee is $7 
for adults 11 and up; $3.50 for 
children 3-10; and free for chil-
dren 2 and under. 

Tickets will not be sold at the 
door and seating is limited, so 
be sure to get your tickets early. 
Pictures with the B 
rumrl able for $1 

nursing program at the above 
named colleges and universi-
ties. Stewart's office number is 
(517) 373-3816. 

KIWANIS GOLF OUTING 

^ Kiwanis of Colonial 
Plymouth is planning its 21st-
annual Kiwanis Golf Outing 
and Feast. The event will be 
played on the Golden Fox 
course at Fox Hills Golf and 
Country Club in Plymouth 
Thursday, Aug. 7. Reservations 
can be made by calling Rob 
Noel, (734) 453-6000. 

WILCOX ESSAY CONTEST 

Continuing to fulfill Jack 
Wilcox's'desire to benefit the 

centered around the time and 
effort put into research, 
resourcefulness in tracking 
down sources of information 
and interest shown by the stu-
dent Tvvo $3,000 first-place 
scholarships will be awarded, as 
will 12 second-place scholar-
ships of $2,000 each. A ran-
dom drawing will determine 
the recipients of four $1,500 
scholarships. 
' Additional contest informa-

tion is available in the counsel-
ing offices of Salem and Canton 
high schools. 

DDA WEB SITE OPENS 

Canton's Downtown 
Development Authority has its 
new Web site up and running. 

It can be accessed at 
www.caaton-
mi.org/DDA/DDA.asp or by 
going to the Canton Web site at 
www.eaaton-mi.org and click-
ing on the DDA link. 

The Site contains information 
on the district and various 
accomplishments of the 

* " It also has links to 

A Belleville resident reported 
to Canton Police that someone 
stole a safe from the bed of his 
pickup truck on Monday while 
he was inside Home Depot on 
Michigan Avenue. 

The man said he parked Ms 
truck in the parking lot and 
went into the store for about 20 
minutes. 

When he returned to his 
truck he encountered a store 
employee who said she saw two 
men take a box from the back 
of the truck and load it into a 
maroon mini-van. 

Hie box contained a 400-
pound safe valued at $420. 

COAT VANISHES 

Another Belleville resident 
told Canton Police she was in 
Bailey's Pub & Grille on Canton 
Center Road between 11:45 
p.m. Monday and 12:30 a.m. 
Tuesday. 

She said she left her coat sit-
ting on a bench inside the 

fl 

The group for „ 
meets from 9:20-11:30 a.m. on 

ed to leave the coat was miss-
ing. It was valued at $375. 

WINDOWS SMASHED 

A resident of the 41000 block 
of Larimore told police he 
legally parked his truck in front 
of his house about 3:30 a.m. 
Monday. 

About 4 a.m. he said he 
iba 
rno 

r COP CALLS . :• 
truck and found the rear win- ; 
dow of tiie cab was smashed. A 
large rock was lying in the bed 
of the truck. . ~ 

5 A resident of the 41000 
block of Allegheny Reported 
that she parked her 1992 Ford 
Econovan in the street in front 
of her home about 7 p.m. 
Sunday. 

When she went to the van 
about 8:30 a.m. Monday, the 
rear window was broken. 

MOVING MYSTERY 

. A Canton resident reported 
that he and his wife has recent-
ly moved to Canton from 
Chesterfield Township and 
after the move three items 
turned up missing. 

The missing items included a 
floor lamp valued at $70 and a 
silver table setting valued at 
$5,094. 

THEFT FROM CAR 

A resident of the 7300 block 
of Oakmont told police he 
parked his car in his garage 
about 11:30 p.m. March 14. 

When he went to the garage 
at 8:30 sum. March 15, some-

- one had taken a laptop comput-
er valued at $2,000 from his 
car and other items valued at 
$700. 

X 1 
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About 5 a.m. he went to the jgiaddenfoe.homecomm.net 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON 
Community® Schools 

registration is 
28 

• Computers, printers, and supervised 
Internet access In every kindergarten 
classroom 

• Kindergarten Crew child care with free 
shuttles to the location, 

• Certified Early Childhood teachers 

• High standards In early academic 
learning (see the back for details) 

• A curriculum aligned to the MEAP 
(Michigan Educational Assessment 
Program) 

For additional information: 
Call your local elementary school or call the Kindergarten Hotline at 

and more! 

•7837 

K i ^ a r a a r t e n Crow is available* A half-day child care designed for the kindergarten student. 
" -p^js Child care program provides daily activities that enrich a child's growth and development 

through play-based activities. 
Morning programs hours: 7 a.m. until afternoon kindergarten start time. 
Afternoon program hours: Morning kindergarten dismissal until 6 p.m. 

Loca t ions at designated sites throughout the district. Children are transported by Plymouth-
Canton Community School buses. For information regarding fees and locations, please call: 
E x t e n d e d Day Program at (734) 416-6194 

L o e o a o s a e a ? 

http://www.eaaton-mi.org
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Canton Applebee's makes autism 
program part of their 'hood 
BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

State Rep. Phil LaJoy, R-
Canton, testified last week 
before the Michigan House 
Transportation Committee 
on his bill allowing townships 
to have a voice in setting 
speed limits on county high-
ways. 

Also, his son testified before a 
House/Senate'committee on 
keeping Michigan business-
friendly. 

House Bill.4133 allows a 
county road commission, the 
township board, and the direc-
tor of the Department of State 
Police to determine safe speeds 
on county highways. 

Currently, only county road 
commissions and the state 
police can decide speed limits 
on a county road in any given 
township. 

LaJoy, a member of the 
transportation committee and a 
four-term Canton Township 
trustee, said transportation 
issues need to be dealt with at 
the township level in conjunc-
tion with the state. 

"As a former trustee, I under-
stand the importance of local 
control," LaJoy said. "Decisions 
• should be made by the people 
directly affected. This is an 
important first step in giving 
township officials greater 
authority in transportation 
•decisions." 

Canton Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack provided written tes-
timony for the committee. 

"Canton, as a township, cur-
rently has no voice in the speed 
limit decision-making process," 
Yack wrote. 

"We are limited, at present, 
to initiating an action to review 
an existing speed limit. To limit 
township officials, staff and res-
idents to the current practice is 
to treat them as second-class 
citizens." 

The bill was unanimously 
approved by the committee and 
now goes to the House floor for 
consideration. 

of the LaJoy Group, a staffing 
service based in Plymouth. 

Local business leaders were 
invited to testify before the 
committee to provide input on 
various opportunities to ensure 
Michigan remains competitive 
in the future. 

"I think it is a great tribute to 
metro Detroit's business envi-
ronment that for the first hear-
ing on business competitive-
ness the Legislature came to 
southeast Michigan," Phil 
LaJoy said 

"Local business and 
political leaders have a vast 
array of experiences that can 
translate into, good public 
policy." 

Chris LaJoy's testimony 
focused on two issues - a new 
Michigan Business Initiative, 
a medium for large companies 
in Michigan to conduct busi-
ness with other Michigan-
based businesses; and the 
importance of workforce devel-
opment. 

"This new initiative provides 
a platform for Michigan-based 
companies to grow their busi-
ness within the state," Chris 
LaJoy said. 

"The return for companies 
that participate would be 
incentives in various forms like 
tax credits or additional grant 
funds. This initiative would 
help build relationships 
between Michigan-based com-
panies and keep business in our 

At Applebee's Restaurant, it's 
"eatin' good in the neighbor-

But there's more to that than 
just being an advertising jingle. 
Just ask the organizers of a 
fund-raiser to put a new play-
ground in for youngsters 
housed in two programs at the 
Cambridge Center. 

Led by Jerry Baez, 
manager of the Applebee's in 
Canton Township, at least four 
of the chains restaurants have 
partnered with the program to 
help raise the $30,000 that's 

for the project and 

"A further investment in our 
workforce will help attract, 
grow and retain career oppor-
tunities in Michigan." 

Chris LaJoy said other issues 
like the single business tax, and 
workforce competitiveness 
were addressed at the hearing. 

"We have to remain 
competitive. There are 
certain industries like 
CAD/CAM and high technolo-
gy were we need to find new 

more. 
"When I came across this, I 

knew we could do something to 
help," Baez said. "My heart 
went out to them and now 
we're committed to do whatev-
er it takes. 

"Applebee's core values 
and guiding principles are to 
work in the community and 
find a charity we can get 
behind." 

"She's wrapped her arms 
around our program," Cindy 
Valdivia said. 

"She feels very strongly that 
the kids need the playground 
and should have the play-
ground, and they're going to 
help us." 

The hope has been to start 
constructing a new playground 
in April for youngsters in the 
Cambridge Corners child care 
program and the annex of the 
Burger Center for Students 
with Autism. 

However, with only $8,000 
collected of the $15,000 organ-
izers want to have in hand to 
purchase the main piece of 
equipment, construction 
most likely won't come until 
the fall. 

Baez heard about the fund-
raising through "one of the lit-
tle guys' mother" and enlisted 
the help of managers of 
Applebee's restaurants in 
Westland, Dearborn Heights 

BUSINESS FIRST 

On another matter, LaJoy 
invited his son, Chris, to testify 
at the first Joint Select 
Committee on Business 
Competitiveness hearing in 
Novi. Chris LaJoy is co-owner 

The Joint Select Committee 
on Business Competitiveness is 
a bipartisan, bicameral 
(House and Senate) committee 
charged with outlining 
recommendations to maintain 
and attract business investment 
and good-paying jobs to 
Michigan. 

Plan your weekend 
activities each 
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save an additional m 
any s i n g l e i t e m 

d r e s s b a r n 
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Stars decorate the walls of Applebee's Neighborhood Grill & Bar where manager Jerry Baez has been spearheading a 
campaign to raise money for a new playground for the Burger Center for Students of Autism Annex and Cambridge 
Corners, based at the Cambridge Center in Garden City. 

and Belleville to raise the 
money. 

She wants to get all seven 
stores in the chain's BIG Fun 
TRIP Council. BIG and TRIP 
spell out Applebee's philosophy 
—- B is for balance between 
work and home, I for innova-
tion, G for guest-driven, Fun 
for... fun, T for teamwork, R 
for results, I for integrity and P 
for passion for service. 

At the Canton restaurant, 
employees are donating $5 to 
wear jeans to work and hanging 
up stars that customers have 
been buying for $1 each. In just 
two weeks' time, they've raised 1 

$400. 
Its a good showing, consider-

ing organizers have been able 
to raise only $8;000 since start-
ing the fund-raiser in October. 

"It's wonderful," Valdivia said. 
"It's so wonderful to have that 
kind of help. We've sold pizza 

kits and pieced little bits 
together, so this is really going 
to help." 

"Applebee's is great about 
being involved in the commu-
nity, and encourages us to reach 
out to the community," Baez 
said. "We feel fortunate to help 
them and want to see them buy 
a playground equipment. That's 
why we've sistered up with the 
others stores to adopt the pro-

"Some of us feel blessed to be 
involved with them." 

Literally, a fast talker, Baez 
rattles off a bunch of other 
things that will be done to raise 
cash — car wash, guest bar-
tenders, bowl-a-thon, golf out-
ing, laser tag-a-thon. 

But Baez also wants to build 
a relationship with the children 
who are doing artwork to dis-
play in the store. Employees 
also plan to take lunch to 15 

students each month, begin-
ning in April, and to have a 
group of students come to 
restaurant to eat. 

"I know we can do this," Baez 
Said. "Our people are excited 
about this and our guests are 
excellent. Canton is so warm-
hearted to wrap its arms such a 
good cause. It makes you feel 
good to reach out." 

Valdivia agrees with her 
about the good feeling. 

"It's just great when you walk 
in and the staff knows what 
you're doing," she said. "And 
what they're doing gives you 
such a remarkable feeling." 

Residents who'd like to help make 
the playground a reality, can call Cindy 
Valdivia at the Burger Center annex at 
(734) 762-8445 or Sonya Griwicki at 
(734) 762-8440. 

smasonfoe.homecomm.net | {734} 953-2112 
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BANK REPOSSESSED CARS TO BE SOLD 
. DIRECTLY TO THE PUBLIC 

North Brothers Ford Used Cars is Selected to 
Dispose of 228 Bank Repos 

And Other Used Vehicles for Only $29 and Fees 
Then Start Making Payments* 

Westland, Michigan . . . Banks 
repossessed cars and trucks are 
among the most hunted-for-bargains 
in the automobile industry. 
Unfortunately for John Q. Public, 
they're also the hardest to come by. 

Banks often unload these repos to 
car dealers at rock bottom prices 
allowing dealers to resell them for 
retail value. But bargain seekers can 
take heart: This week Auto 
Liquidators of North America 
has selected North Brother 's Ford 
Used Cars in Westland, Michigan to 
be the official liquidation site for 228 
of these incredible bargains. 

This Thursday & Friday March 
20-21, North Brother 's Ford Used 
Cars of Westland, Michigan will 
have 228 bank repos, lease returns, 
and other used vehicles for 
thousands below normal values and 
will pass those savings on to their 
customers. 

"These have been acquired at 
incredible savings from banks 
(repos), Factory auctions >and other 
sources," Brian Leon, Used Car 
Sales Manager of North Brother 's 
Ford said. "Our creditors have asked 
us to sacrifice this inventory 
immediately - regardless of loss of 
profit. If that means selling these 
vehicles for near or below wholesale, 
then that is what we will do." 

Every bank repo and other pre-
owned vehicle will be available for 
just $29 plus a fee* and then start 
making payments. "It's just that 
simple," said Leon. "To make these 
bargains even easier, we'll mark the 
payment right on the windshield. 
Just pick a car and a payment. You 
won't find a faster easier way to get 
a great deal on a pre-owned vehicle." 

Almost every type and price range 
will be available, from luxury, to 
4x4's, to basic transportation. "With 
pre-owned vehicles near an all time 
high, chances are we will have what 
you are looking for in stock and 

ready to drive home," Leon said. 
Auto Liquidators of North 

America has flown in extra 
financial staff from three states to 
assure North Brother's Ford Used 
Car's customers prompt, courteous 
service and the best financial terms 
possible. Leon said, "we will have 
over $5 million in financing available 
for this event. So chances are we can 
arrange financing for just about 
anyone who is employed, regardless 
of past history." 

All trade-ins will be accepted 
with a minimnm $2000 
guaranteed value and customers 
are encouraged to bring their titles 
or payment book to expedite 
immediate delivery of these vehicles. 

"The opportunity bargain hunters 
have been waiting for is here. 
Thursday & Friday in Westland. 
Every bank repo and other used 
vehicle is just $29 and then start 
making payments. Customers won't 
find a faster easier way to save big 
money on a great used vehicle," Leon 
said. 

After the mega-sale ends at 6:00 
p.m. Friday, March 21st, North 
Brother's Ford will send many of 
these vehicles to auction. Any 
questions can be directed to 1-734-
524-1263. North Brother 's Ford 
Used Cars is located at 33300 Ford 
Bd., between Wayne Ed. & Venoy in 
Westland, Michigan. The hours of 
this sale will be Thursday 9 am-9 
pm, & Friday 9 am-6 pm. "We hope 
to see everyone there and ready to 
drive away with the deal of a 
lifetime," said Leon. 

**$29 plus tax, title and fees, with 
approved credit. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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Marie Elizabeth Kroiicki 
Services for Marie Kroiicki, 

83, of Canton were held 
March 18 at St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church with the 
Rev. George Charnley officiat-
ing. 

Burial was at Glen Eden 
Memorial Park in Livonia. 

Mrs. Kroiicki was born Oct. 
4,1919 in Glen Lyon, Pa., and 
died March 16 at Henry Ford 
Hospital. She wasahomemak-
er and a member of St. John 
Neumann. 

Mrs. Kroiicki was preceded 
in death by her husband, Carl 
Kroiicki, and son, Dennis 
Kroiicki. 

Survivors include grandchil-
dren, Kevin, Jeff and Jason; 
great-grandchildren, Yukiko, 
Shean and Ken; sister, 
Elizabeth Axford; and dear in-
laws, Richard (Virginia) 
Kroiicki, Edward (Josephine) 
Kroiicki, Theresa Kroiicki, 
Margaret Connell, Joan 
(Charles) Remsberg, Geri 
Kroiicki, Lucille (Frank) 
Detloff and Mariana L. 
Kroiicki. 

Memorial contributions 
made by made to St. John 
Neumann Catholic Church, 
44800 Warren, Canton, MI 
48187. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Fairy M. Rusch 
Services for Fairy Rusch, 95, 

of Canton were held March 17 
at the Vermeulen Funeral 
Home with the Rev, Jeff 
Crowder officiating. Burial was 
at Flint Memorial Park in Mt. 
Morris. 

Mrs. Rusch was born Sept. 4, 
1907 in Boone, Mich, and died 
March 14 in Plymouth. 
Previously from Flint, she lived 
in Canton for 12 years. She was 
a graduate of Flint Central 
High School, was a long-time 
member of Flint Central 
Church of the Nazarene. 

She previously co-owned a 
roofing company in Flint She 
loved to tend to her plants and 
do crafts, especially needle-
point. She loved fishing and 
traveling. She enjoyed a won-
derful sense of humor and a 
quick wit that continued right 
until her last days. She faith-
fully served the Lord through-
out her life. 

Mrs. Rusch was preceded in 
death by her husband, E. Dave 
Rusch. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Loretta E. Simpson of Canton; 
grandson, David S. Simpson of 
Canton; and several nieces and 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Salvation Army-
Plymouth, P.O. Box 6396, 

Plymouth, MI 48170. 
Arrangements made by 

Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Mary A. Bartosek 
Services for Mary Bartosek, 

98, of Canton, were held March 
19 at St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church. Burial was at 
St. Hedwig Cemetery. 

Mrs. Bartosek was born 
March 10,1905 in 
Czechoslovakia and died March 
16 in Westland. She was a 
homemaker. 

Mrs. Bartosek was preceded 
in death by her husband, Carl 
L. Bartosek; and son, Jerry 
Bartosek. 

Survivors include son, Carl 
M. (Bridget); daughter, Sylvia 
Gee; 10 grandchildren; and 
three great-grandchildren. 

Share a "Memorial Tribute" 
with the family at griffinfuner-
alhome.com 

Arrangements made by L. J, 
Griffin Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

Dorothy Swastek 
Services for Dorothy 

Swastek, 73, of Canton were 
held March 19 at St Thomas 
a'Becket Catholic Church with 
the Rev. C. Richard Kelly offici-
ating. Burial was at St. Hedwig 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Swastek was born 

March 17,1929 in Detroit and 
died March 15 in Superior 
Township. 

Mrs. Swastek was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Casimir Swastek. 

Survivors include sons, David 
(Kathy) Swastek and Cas 
(Alice) Swastek; daughters, 
Mary Rose (Rob) Theis, 
Michelle Swastek and Anne 
(Andy) Seitz; brothers, Walter 
and Ted Solwik; and 10 grand-
children. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen or Mother Angelica, 

Arrangements made by 
McCabe Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

Dorothy Marie Ritzier 
Services for Dorothy Ritzier, 

84, of Chelsea, were held 
March 18 at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Edward Coley officiating. 
Burial was at Grand Lawn 
Cemetery in Detroit. 

Mrs. Ritzier was born Jan. 
20,1919 in Detroit and died 
March 14 in Chelsea. She was a 
homemaker. She moved to the 
Chelsea community from 
Livonia in 2000. She was a 
member of the Newburg 
Methodist Church. Mrs. 
Ritzier was active in each of her 
husband's ministry churches. 
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She was a former president of 
the United Methodist Women. 
She graduated from Michigan 
State University with a bache-
lor's degree in home economics. 
She loved to cook and was an 
avid reader. She was a loving 
wife, mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. 

Mrs. Ritzier was preceded in 
death by her husband, the Rev. 
Leonard C. Ritzier. 

Survivors include sons 
Ronald (Jill) and David Ritzier 
of Livonia; daughters, Connie 
Grady of Canton and Nancy 
Fisher ofWixom; 12 grandchil-
dren; and 10 great-grandchil-
dren. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Chelsea 
Retirement Center or to the 
Newburg United Methodist 
Church. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Joseph C. Toth 
Services for Joseph Toth, 82, 

of Northville, will be held from 
1-3 p.m., March 22 at the 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home in Plymouth. 

Mr. Toth was born March 31, 
1920 in Detroit and died March 
15 in Livonia. He retired from 
the Ford Motor Company as an 
inspector at the Rouge Plant. 
He came to the Northville Com-
munity 13 years ago from 
Plymouth. He was a member 
of the S.L.P., loved bowling and 
golf, and was a veteran of the 
U.S. Army in World War II. 

Mr. Toth was preceded in 
death by his daughter, Jo-Anne 
Toth; brother, Carl Biro; sister, 
Rose Bodnar; and parents, 
Rose and Julius Toth and Katie 
and Joseph Horvath. 

Survivors include wife 
Marianne Toth of Northville; 
daughter, Lisa Toth of N.Y.; 
grandchildren, Yasmine Qazi 
and Jahangir Qazi; brother, 
James Horvath of Arizona; and 
sister Rose (Frank) Papp of 
Lincoln Park. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Angela Hospice or 
S.L.P. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Lillian Marjorle Fritz 
A memorial service will "be 

held in May for Lillian Maijorie 
Fritz, 81, of Plymouth. 

Mrs. Fritz was born March ' 
13,1922 in Nuangola, Penn. 
and died March 16 in x 

Plymouth. She was a home-
maker. 

Mrs. Fritz was preceded in 
death by her husband, Charles 
W. Fritz, Sr. 

Survivors include daughters, 
Charlene L. Barringer, Susan E. 
(Lawrence) Temerowski, Lois 
E. Fritz, Laura J. (Scott) 
Frazier, and Elizabeth C. 
(Timothy) Hadjis; son, Charles 
W. (Rita) Fritz, Jr.; one brother; 
three sisters; 12 grandchildren; 
and four great-grandchildren. 

Share a "Memorial Tribute" 
with the family at griffinfuner-
alhome.com. 

Arrangements made by L.J. 
Griffin Funeral Home Canton 

Thomas Roberts Rowe, II 
Services for Thomas Rowe, 

52, of Farmington Hills, were 
held March 20 at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Paul Sutton officiating. 
Burial was at Southfield 
Cemetery. 

Mr. Rowe was born July 1, 
1950 in Detroit and died March 
17 in Farmington Hills. He was 
employed by the Meijer store in 
Northville as a bagger. He 
attended the Southfield United 
Presbyterian Church. He has 
been affiliated with the com-
munity living centers since 
1970. He loved his parakeets, 
Power Rangers, and Star Wars. 

Mr. Rowe was preceded in 
death by his mother, Florence. 

Survivors include father, 
Raymond Rowe of Plymouth; 
sisters, Sharon Rowe of 
Southfield, Nancie (John) 
Janitz of Plymouth, and 
Michelle Rowe of San 
Francisco, Calif.; and nieces, 
Elaine (Chris) Wildy of Detroit 
and Ellie Janitz of Plymouth. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Community 
Living Centers, 33235 Grand 
River, Farmington, MI 48336. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral . 
Home. 
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Local arts officials hope state arts cuts are fair 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Arts advocates in Plymouth 
and Canton say while they 
don't like the 50-percent budg-
et cut proposed by Gov. • 
Jennifer Granholm, they hope 
the diminished funding will be 
distributed evenly across the 
arts community. 

Angel Bakos, executive direc-
tor of the Plymouth Symphony; 
Stella Greene, interim director 
of the Plymouth Community 
Arts Council; and Jennifer 
Tobin, performing arts coordi-
nator for Canton Township, 
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attended Arts Advocacy Day on 
last week, organized by 
ArtServe Michigan, a statewide 
nonprofit agency which sup-
ports statewide arts organiza-
tions. 

The group was addressed by 
Granholm, who nearly a week 
earlier proposed to cut arts 
grants from $23.5 million to 
$11.8 million. 

"Here she was, telling us we 
were getting a 50-percent 
reduction in funding, and she 
got a standing ovation," said 
Bakos. "I certainly wasn't happy 
about the cuts, but we all have 
to face the music. And, we all 

have to be dealt with fairly. 
"We need to make sure the 

cuts are equitable," Bakos 
added. "There are rumors that 
some organizations will be cut 
more than others." 

The sentiment was echoed by 
Greene. 

"We recognize our place in 
the total scheme of the budget 
deficit, but the cuts need to be 
equitable," said Greene. "We 
would like to think it's not 

that are traditionally funded in 
order to fund other aspects of 
the arts." 

Bakos and Tobin also had an 

opportunity to speak to a 
Senate committee on the arts. 

"Some of you say the arts are 
not vital, but let me take you 
back to the weeks following 
Sept. 11," Tobin told the com-
mittee. "We turned to the arts 
and have clung to the arts to 
help us. Music has soothed our 
soul. Poetry, theater and film 
have helped us process. The 
visual arts have said the unspo-
ken. Dance has given us hope" 

Tobin said the 50-percent cut 
will be devastating to many 
organizations, but she's hopeful 
Granholm is true to her word, 
that she will increase funding 

in the future, should the budget 
permit it. 

"She promised if there was 
any way possible during her 
term she would prove her dedi-
cation and respect to the arts," 
Tobin said. "I hope we see that, 
that times will allow that." 

Bakos is hopeful the cuts 
won't affect the symphony's 
work with Plymouth-Canton 
schools. 

"So much of our program is 
for children, which we do 
because the schools don't have 
money" Bakos said. "I would 
like to see us foster a coalition 
effort to collaborate our efforts 

with the schools." 
Tobin said she is optimistic 

the arts will continue, no mat-
ter what the outcome in 
Lansing. 

"Out of the worst of times tin 
arts have flourished," she said, 
"It will happen whether or not 
there's money. 

"Can you take the pen away 
from the author? The brush 
away from the painter?" she 
questioned. 

"It's a wake-up call for all of 
us to step up." 

{bruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

{7345 459-2700 
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Find your favorite 
recipes each 

Sunday in Taste 

PARISIAN PRICE ASSURANCE guarantees that you'll never pay more at Parisian - we will match a competitor's advertised price on any identical merchandis 

CAUL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills and Laurel Park Place open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 
The Villaae of Rochester Hiils (248) 276-6705 or laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500. CHARGE m Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF 

ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. ^ 

http://www.hometowniife.com
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Clink Landscaping 
wins industry 

Tickets still available for Friends luncheon 
Clink Landscaping, a 

design/build landscaping firm 
in Canton, has won a design 
award for their work on the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library in Ann Arbor. 

Unilock, Inc. from Brighton, 
honored Clink Landscaping 
with this annual award in the 
Paver Quilting category. 

The original library patio was 
rendered unsafe after the roots 
from eight locust trees planted 
within the patio pushed up the 
2-foot by 2-foot patio blocks. 
The blocks separated leaving 
their edges exposed creating a 
trip hazard. 

Clink Landscaping replaced 
the failed system with architec-
tural pavers manufactured by 
Unilock. Using different paver 
styles, an intricate design was 
incorporated into the patio 
using a technique called "paver 
quilting." It was this design, 

and the significance of the 
library to the entire region, that 
caught the eye of the manufac-
turer. 

Clink Landscaping, recently 
featured by the Observer 
papers for work on a memorial 
walkway in Redford, is a land-
scape contractor that has 
served the area for more than 
twenty years. 

Employees handle any and 
all phases of landscaping. 
Clink Landscaping does all of 
its own work including inter-
locking paver patios and retain-
ing walls, drainage and irriga-
tion, landscape lighting, land-
scape design and installation, 
contract maintenance, and 
more. Thousands of trees and 
shrubs are in stock at the nurs-
ery, with landscape hard goods 
also for sale for pick up or 
deliver}'. Clink Landscaping is 
at 51333 Cherry Hill. 

AG Cox to speak at dinner 
The Wayne 11th 

Republican Committee will 
host Attorney General Mike 
Cox as guest speaker at this 
year's Lincoln Day Dinner 
on April 10 at the Holiday 
Inn at 17123 Laurel Park 

Drive in Livonia. 
A reception begins at 6 p.m., 

with dinner at 7 p.m. 
Reservations must be made 

by Friday, March 21. 
Contact Pattie Coughlan, 

(248) 474-3525. 

The Friends of the Canton, 
Plymouth, Northville and Novi 
public libraries will hold their 
annual book and author lunch-
eon April 10 at St John's Golf 
and Conference Center in 
Plymouth Township. 

Ticket sales run until March 
31. Lunch tickets are $25 and 
are now available at the four 
libraries. The event opens at 11 
a.m. with a cash bar and the 
meal is at noon. 

Michigan author Bonnie Jo 
Campbell will be the speaker. 
Her latest book, Q Road, has 
been widely praised in 
reviews. The story revolves 
around a May-December 
romance and is set in a rural 
southwest Michigan. Campbell 
makes in home near 
Kalamazoo. 

Her appearance is being 
sponsored by the Observer and 
Eccentric Newspapers in addi-
tion to the four friends groups. 

PURTAN 

Radio personality Jackie 
Purtan (Purtan's People on 
WOMC 104.5FM) will wrap up 
"March is Reading Month" fes-
tivities by making a special 
guest appearance at the Canton 
Public Library. 

Purtan will read three 
favorite children's stories in the 
Children's Library at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 31. 

No registration is required, 
and all are welcome. 

For more information, call 
the Children's Information 
Desk at (734) 397-0999. 

TEENS 

Teens (grades 6-12) can regis-
ter through Friday March 21 for 
the next "Book and Pizza Club." 

I Know What You Did Last 
Summer by Lois Duncan 
(which was the basis for the 
teen-slasher flick starring 
Jennifer Love Hewitt and Sarah 
Michelle Gellar), will be dis-
cussed on Saturday April 12 at 
noon. 

Teens will receive their own 
copy of the book, and as much 
pizza for lunch as etiquette 
(and the library budget) allows. 

INTERNATIONAL 

March is International 
Month and to celebrate the 
Canton Public Library is serv-
ing up a soupgon of this and ein 
bisschen of that: dancing, sto-
ries and crafts from around the 
world. 

The festivities begin at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday March 25. 
Bharatnatyam (Indian 
dance). 

Irish step dancing, and 
Chinese dancing will be per-
formed by children and adults 
from the metro-Detroit area. 

43411 Joy Road * Canton 
(corner of Morton Taylor & Jov next to H&R Block) 

(734) 416-WOO 
Mon.&Wed. 8-8 

Tues. & .Thurs. 8-1 & 3-5 
Friday 8-6:30 Saturday 8-1 

Fast/ Fun Fitness For Herf 

Don't Pay Big Prices at Those Small Clubs! 
Pay Small Prices at Our Big Roomy Club!! 

Grand Opening Special 
3 

I 
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1 

git ipsa 

r 3 Months 
$ 

Canton 1 j c x s t o i Only* l i m i t e d Time Only 

IN JUST 
3 MONTHS 

You c a n b e a N E W You! 
If you're5 

now a size : 

22.... * ; 16 

20 ... 14 

18 ... . . .12 

................. 0J 

NO MEMBERSHIP FEE 

DENNIS 

Crimboli 
Landscape 

Nursery 
Celebrating our 32nd year 
working from our 20 acre 

nursery In Canton. 

Design Service & 
Custom Installation: 
•Trees, Evergreens 

and Flowering 
Shrubs 

irrigation 
•Boulder Walls 
•Brick Pavers 

•Patios 
Excelling In Remodeled 

Landscapes! 
Please call for an 

appointment or visit our 
20 acre nursery. 

mbo l i 
734.495.1700 

Fax: 734.495.1131 
50145 Ford Road (South Side)»Canton 

2.3 Miles W. of Canton Center Road 
4 Miles W. of i-275 bmmmm 

At 7:30 p.m., storyteller 
Yvonne Healey will perform 
Stories from the Heart of the 
World." 

And at 8:10 p.m., children 
can learn to make (temporary), 
henna tattoos and flags from 
the international community. 

No registration is required 
for this free event. 

FRAMING 

The best photo in the world 
can be diminished by the way it 
is displayed, just as a not-so-
great photo can be enhanced by 
its presentation. 

"Make Your Own Picture 
Frame" at the Canton Public 
Library on Saturday, March 29 
at noon, and show your pic-
tures to their best advantage. 

This free program is open to 
teens in grades 6-12 only. For 
further information or to regis-
ter, phone (734) 397-0999-

BUNNIES 

Third aild fourth graders can 
make new friends, enjoy a 
snack or two, and talk about 
fantastic books at the Canton 
Public Library. 

The next "Book Buddies" 
meeting will be on Thursday, 
April 3 from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. 

Registration by phone or in 
person started Monday, March 
10. 

The April "Book 
Buddies" selection will be 
Bunnicula, Deborah and James 
Howe's comical "rabbit-tale of 
mystery." 

LIBRARY ROUNDING 'EM UP 

March is Reading Month, 
and by the time it's over, more 
than 1000 six- and seven-year 
olds will have experienced a 
time-honored tradition at the 
Canton Public Library: First 
Grade Round-Up. 

For some, it's their first ever 
visit; for others, a familiar trek 
to a favorite place. Either way, 
these kids from 13 area public 
and private schools will be 
treated to a library tour, a pup-
pet show, and a special story-
time. Some will receive their 
very first library card. 

The twelfth annual First 
Grade Round-Up began 
Monday, March 3, and will con-
tinue through Friday, March 
28. 

MYSTERIES 

There's always something 
special going on at Secondhand 
Prose, the Canton Public 
Library's used book shop. 

In March, it's "Buy 2, Get 1 
Free" on travel and mystery 
books. 

Most paperbacks sell for 50 
or 75 cents, and hardcovers for 

Secondhand Prose is 
Tuesdays and Sundays but open 
other days as follows: Mondays, 
and Wednesday through 
Saturdays 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
and Monday and Thursday 
evenings 6-8 p.m. 

For more information, con-
tact Marcia Barker at (734) 
397-0999-

B A R N E T T 
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 

Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 Years 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122 

Hands On iPSITE 
' " . Presented by 

Hands 0 s Center For Physical Therapy 
NOT ALL CHILD'S PLAY 

f>OFOEaa07S774 

A Safe, Secure 
Investment. 
When planning the security of your future, a Community 

Federal 13-Month Certificate of Deposit can give you peace 

of mind. Simply stop by one of our offices or call 

(734) 453-1200 or (877) 937-2328 today and find out how 

you can take advantage of this great rate. You can also 

open an account on the web at www.cfcu.org. 

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, 

Northville or Novi you can belong. 

C o m m u n i t y 
F e d e r a l ' 

AT YOUR SERVICE. 
I N YOUR COMMUNITY. 

(734) 453-1200 or (877) 937-2328 

www.cfcu.org 

•Minimum deposit of S10.000 required. Rates as of 3/12/03, subject to change. 2.40$ 
available for members of our President's Club. Additional rates available depending o n ' 
Reward Club membership. Member Reward Club status Is determined by the total dep 
loan balance, excluding 1" mortgage balance, held at Community Federal. A $10,000 c 
automatically qualifies you for our Advantage Club and an APY of 2.30%. APY for StefH 
members Is 2,35%. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal, fee may reduce the am« 
earnings. NCUA - Your savings federally insured to $100,000 by the National-Credit Union 
Administration, a U.S. Government Agency. ©2003 Community Federal Credit Union 

13-Month Certificate 
with rates as high as 

2.40" 
Annual Percentage Yield' 

There are chi ldren who require 
therapy along w i th their required 
medical treatment, perhaps due to 
a bir th defect or a sports injury. 
Pediatric physical therapy pro-

| motes wel lness, assists in the 
| early detect ion of health prob-

lems, and uti l izes a w ide variety 
of treatment techniques to help 
ch i ld ren reach their max imum 
potent ia l . Some of these treat-
ments i nc lude deve lopmenta l 
activities, such as when a phys i -

I cal therapist encourages a chi ld to 
crawl toward a toy that is just out 
of his or her reach. There are also 

I therapeutic exercises, such as 
I strengthening and f lexibi l i ty exer-

cises designed for a part icu lar 
injury, in addit ion to balance and 

! coordinat ion activit ies, adapt ive 

P.S. Physical therapy can help a child build self-esteem, copy skills 
ana confidence. 

play act iv i t ies, aquat ic (water 
physical therapy, and mob i l i t y 
training. 

If you or your pediatrician 
that your ch i ld could benefit 
rece iv ing l ong or short te rm 
physical therapy, ask for a referral 
to the HANDS O N CENTER FOR 
PHYSICAL THERAPY, conven-
ientl' 
Soul 
staff of phys ica l and massage 
therapists provide a w ide range of 
treatments, including cranio-man-
dibuiar evaluation and treatment, 
myofascial release, muscle energy 
release techniques, and spinal techniques.. 
eva luat ion and t reatment. For 

and spi 
. . . j t m e n t , . . 

more in fo rmat ion , please ca l l 
r-.r -fling 3rtd 6"" 

available. 
455-8370. Early morning and eve-
ning treatment hours 
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PDPOEOBoeaase 

f 
Carrier, Art Dees, Burmese sapphire, 
diamond 'and pearl k d / s brooch 
Sold Price $17,250.00 

P l y m o u t h • C a n t o n • N o r t h v i l l e • N o v i 

Harry Winston 7.45a emerald cue 
diamond. Sit clarity; 
G color, engagement ring given to 
Maria Maples from Donald Trump. 
Successfully sold for Sno,000.00 

Your Fine & Estate Jewelry Is Vduable. 
But No More So Than at Auction. 

An exclusive "Auction Consignment & Purchasing 
Event" will be held Wednesday, March 26, in the 

Plymouth/Northviile/Novi area and 
Thursday, March 27, in the Birmingham/Bloomfield 

area. This is a rare opportunity to have your important 
pieces purchased or evaluated for sale at auction. 

Specialists Joseph DuMouchelle and Melinda Adducci 
are fine jewelry experts, with 45 years combined 

experience; graduate Gemologists, trained to provide 
accurate & fair valuations; and the auctioneers people 

trust, including Maria Maples, the Nat King Cole 
family and the Detroit Institute of Arts. 

Call for your private appointment. 
x 800 475 SS9S 

Jewelers, executors, private bankers also welcome. 

DuPlo i i c t ie i i e 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 

More Knowledge. More Results. 

http://www.cfcu.org
http://www.cfcu.org
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on the Staffordshire Terrier 
Club of America's Top Ten in 

"She did her run in 37-20 sec-
onds this week," said Tyler, who 
also owns a male AmStaff, 
called Tyler, after her last name. 

"Speed is the essence of this 
sport," Tyler said. Top breed in 
these events is usually the bor-
der collie, a "very intense dog, 
tough to beat," Tyler said. 

Tyler works her dog at home 
in the backyard with jump and 
standard course devices, and 
the neighborhood kids come 
out to watch. 

Tyler is a firm believer in obe-
dience training for all dogs, and 
is acutely aware that some of 
these dogs have been abused 
and trained for fighting. 

"This breed needs something 
to do," Tyler said. "It's an active 
animal, a high-drive dog that 
needs to be kept busy." 

Emma is a poster child for 
well-trained dogs, pit bull or 
otherwise. She rests quietly 
while her master explains the 
breed, the agility runs and the 
shows and titles the pair have 
won. 

"Some of these dogs are made 
overly aggressive with all lands 
of tactics" she said. "Some are 
tortured, abused with electrical 
shock and drugs. I want to 
show that this is a wonderful 
breed, not at all the monster 
seen on TV." 

The agility runs varied over 
the three days of shows. The 
dogs don't get a practice run, 
and the owners themselves only 
get a quick look-see just before. 

Emma ran the courses — dif-

More condos get site plan OKs 

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Rita Tyler of Canton sits with Emma, her American Staffordshire Terrier, 
Monday after the two competed in the Detroit Kennel Club Dog Show at Cobo 
Hall over the weekend. 

ferent each time —• twice each 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

"The stands were filled at 
Cobo watching us," Tyler said. 

Tyler also works for the 
Canine Community Center in 
Warren, an agility and obedi-
ence school run by Linda 

Brady. Tyler teaches here, 
but also takes classes, 
continuing to learn the craft of 
training award-winning work-
ing dogs. 

djohnson®oe.homecomm.net 

(734)459-2700 

FROM PAGE A1 

"At that time, the board met 
at the old fire hall on Canton 
Center and Cherry Hill," 
McLaughlin said. "They shared 
space with the fire station and 
the assessor's office. It was a 
pretty primitive environment." 

Canton's population in 1970 
was 11,026, compared to more 
than 80,000 todky. 

•In themid-'70s, the country 
was going through a tremen-
dous recession," she said. "The 
federal government decided to 
try to create jobs and inject -
some economic stimulus." 

For a short time, the feds 
made money available to com-
munities for capital improve-
ment projects. Canton applied 
for the funds and the current 
administration building was 
constructed in 1974 - all with 
federal money, 

"When the township moved 
into the building," McLaughlin 

said, "they were essentially on 
the first and second floor. 
Recreation services was in the 
basement and the entire third 
floor was empty." 

Police headquarters was in a 
building on Geddes between 
Sheldon and Canton Center 
that was originally intended to 
be afire station, according to 
Canton Fire Chief Mike 
Rorabacher. 

In the late '70s, a group of 
residents pushed for a public 
library for Canton and asked if 
they could use the third floor of 
the building. In 1979, voters 
approved a library millage and 
on Oct 20,1980, the library 
opened in the third floor space. 

But as the township saw a 
surge in growth during the 
1980s and '90s - the popula-
tion jumped to 48,616 in 1980 
and 57,040 in 1990 - both the 
library and the township began 
to outgrow their quarters. 

In 1985, a new wing housing 
the police department and pub-
lic 
was ad 

administrative offices 

In 1986, voters approved a 
second mill to build a separate 
building-for the library just 
south of township hall. 

After the Summit on the Park 
was constructed in 1995, recre-
ation services was moved into 
that building. 

ON THE GROW 

Even so, with the growth in 
population - and the associated 
growth in services provided by 
the township - the old building 
simply became too cramped 
and about four years ago town-
ship officials began discussing 
plans for an expansion. 

McLaughlin, who at that time 
was somewhat skeptical of the 
need to expand, now says it has 
to be done. 

"The idea is that this is a time 
when .we have the financial 
wherewithal to do these proj-
ects," she said. "The idea is to try 
building these community assets 
while we can afford it" 

jQtadd8n@o8.homecomm.net | (734} 459-2700 
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We're Celebrating Our 50th Anniversary! 
Family Owned and Operated 

ANY IN-COMING DRY CLEANING ORDER! 
Must present this ad with In-coming order • Exp. 3-31-03 < 

Excludes suedes, furs, leathers, household Hems & laundered shirts 
OE080S3I! 
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HOME I M P R Q V E M E M .! Iffli I i V, 11} ifiTOTTilffi.rTTmTO iMii I l - B I B I 
yss.^-. City of Plymouth 

E I M P R O V E M E N T 

1 § 

• Electrical & 

Sponsored by the City of Plymouth 
Beauttflcatton Committee, the Building 

Department, and the Department of 

Plymouth Cultural Center 
525 Farmer • Plymouth 

Saturday, March 22, 2003 
. 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

At the expo, area businesses will share their 
expertise and will provide residents the 
opportunity to receive information and 

advice on such home improvement topics as: 

• How To Apply For A Building Permit 
Plumbing Repairs * Kitchen & Bath Remodeling 
e Design • Wallpaper, Paint & Decorating Ideas 

• Fireplaces, Heating & Air Conditioning Systems & Much More. 

Workshops will be held throughout the day including: 
• Faux Finishing Techniques • Landscape Design • Drywall Repair 

• Selecting an Architect • Wood Flooring * Circuit Breakers & Electrical Problems 

FREE LILAC SEEDLING (to the first 200 people to attend the Expo) 

FREE ADMISSION • DOOR PRIZES • REFRESHMENTS 
For more information call: 734-453-1234 ext. 206 

'FiUiiim 

Canton planning commis-
sioners, working with a short 
agenda Monday night, 
approved site plan requests for 
two condominium projects that 
would add 187 more single 
family units to the western por-
tion of the township. 

Rustic Ridge Condominiums 
would consist of 97 lots on the 
south side of Saltz Road 
between Beck and Ridge. 

As a part of the project, the 
developer has agreed to pave 

the remainder of Saltz Road 
from where Arlington Park 
stops to Ridge Road. That 
would mean the entire length 
of Saltz between Beck and 
Ridge would be paved. 

A continuous sidewalk will 
also be constructed along Saltz, 
including in front of the 
remaining single-family 
parcels. 

Cranford Park, north of 
Cherry Hill and east of Denton, 
would include 90 lots with a 

density of 1.8 units per acre 
with 18 acres of open space. 

The plans include construc-
tion of an access path to the 
proposed elementary school 
site so students could walk to 
the school without going onto 
Cherry Hill Road. 

They also include plans for a 
nature viewing area in the wet-
land with interpretive trails 
available for use by the school. 

By Jack Gladden 

Camera 

Canton 
store only! 
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Pigital Cameras • Z5mm Cameras • Camcorders 

Tripods • Camera bap • Binoculars • Batteries 

Film • Printers • Frames • Photo Books 

FREE Pinnacle Video Editing Software (Retail *79.99) 
Purchase any new ZR60, ZR65MC or ZR70MC and receive free 
Pinnacle Studio Version 8 SE by mail! Good thru June 30, 2003. 

• S H i l M 

Canon 

NEW! 
ZR65mc Digital 

Camcorder 

S 5 9 9 
Image stabilizer, 20X optical 

zoom. MuhiMediaCard slot, 

color viewfinder, 2.5" LCD screen, 

uto exp., digital effects, digital stereo sound. 

Canon ZR60 Digital 
Camcorder 

$ 4 9 9 
Canon precision zoom/360x digital Zoom, 

-compact, ultra-portable, ultra-sleek 

n, firewire terminals, night mode. 

Canon ZR70mc Digital 
Camcorder 
$ 699 

22x canon precision zoom/440x digi-

tal zoom, MultiMediaCard™ and SD~ 

Memory Can! slots for easy storage 

and quick transfer, super night mode. 

Ali Canon video includes Canon U.SA. Inc. Limited Warranty 

Canton 
1693 N. Canton Center • 734-844-9500 

Cameras*Film •Video•Film Processing • Digital 
Mon Thur. & Fri 10a-9;Tu. Wed. & Sat. 10a-6p Sun. !2-5p 

G r a y C a m e r a 
Troy 

05 E. Big Beaver 
248-689-9500 

Adray Appliance 
Photo and Sound 

Dearborn 
20219 Cartysle • 313-274-9500 

Coming soon 
Adray C a m e r a 

Ann Arbor 
3215 Washtenaw • 734-663-9500 

POPLOEO8O01988 
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OUR VIEWS 

P-C board needs 
viable candidates 

Matters such as a war, and the economy, and budget 
troubles dominate the international, national and state 
news. 

But if you asked us to pick the top local story of2003 so 
far, it would be the schools. 

And if you asked us what has generated the most reader 
interest based on letters to the editor every week, it would 
be the schools. 

Budget shortfalls and possible layoffs. A dispute 
between a school principal and some members of a par-
ent-teacher organization. A BB gun brought to school 
that momentarily shuts down the P-CEP campus. 

Your response to these stories confirms what we already 
suspected - that in the city of Plymouth, and in Plymouth 
and Canton townships, there is tremendous interest and 
concern about all the schools. 

That's why an approaching deadline 15 days from now 
is so important. Monday, April 7, is the deadline to file 
nominating petitions to run for the Plymouth-Canton 
Board of Education. 

Both Marcy Stale/s and Mark Slavens' terms will end. 
Staley will not seek re-election, but Slavens will. Others 
need to join Slavens in the race for the two, four-year 
terms on the board. 

Two six-year terms on the Schoolcraft Community 
College Board of Trus tees a re also on the bal lot . 
Schoolcraft's in-district area includes anyone living in the 
Plymouth-Canton school district, as well as Northville, 
Clarenceville, Livonia and Garden City. 

To get on the ballot for the Plymouth-Canton board, you 
need 40 signatures on a nominating petition; the signatures 
must come frojn valid, registered voters of the district 

Candidates must be registered voters in the district but 
if the 40-signature rule doesn't appeal to you, you can 
also just pay a $100 fee. 

We are hoping for a full slate of candidates for the June 
9 election, filled with dedicated men and women from all 
three communities. 

There is plenty on the board's plate, not the least of 
which is the state budget crunch and its local impact on 
such things as staffing, books and supplies, and athletics 
and activities for students. 

Then there is the need for new schools, especially an ele-
mentary school for the Cherry Hill area of Canton, and the 
wish for a swimming pool at the new Plymouth High School. 

Take the plunge, and make a run for the school board. 
Just last year, 11 people were on the ballot for three seats, 
giving voters what we all ultimately want: viable choices. 

Bipartisan sprawl 
council good idea 
; Comedians would likely suggest the only thing stopping 
Detroit and southeast Michigan's development sprawl is 
Ann Arbor, Brighton and Port Huron. 
' The issue of smart land use has caught the attention of sev-
eral governors, including ours. Jennifer Granholm has con-
vinced her fellow Democrats and the Republicans across the 
aisle that — on this issue, at least—their interest can coincide. 

She has appointed a 26-member Michigan Land Use 
Leadership Council. Their first meeting is Monday in 
Lansing, and more meetings will be held in our area in 
late April. Co-chairs are former Republican Gov. Bill 
Milliken, and former Democratic Attorney General Frank 
Kelley, both strong politicians with real-world savvy. 
;' "The ... Council will be instrumental in developing a 
cooperative, common sense approach to how we use our 
land. There is a tremendous need to protect our forests 
and farms, prevent the unplanned and unwise growth 
that chokes suburban communities and threatens our 
water quality, and to breathe nqw life into our cities and 
older suburbs," Granholm says. 
; We agree there is a need. But watching governments try to 
control sprawl is an achingly painful process because so much 
ofwhat government does creates or gives birth to sprawl 

There have been some pluses in our suburbs, projects like 
the redevelopment in Redford at the Volney Smith school 
site, and the denser housing planned in downtown 
Plymouth for the Wilcox and Daisy building projects. 
Cherry Hill Village in Canton has owners of pretty expensive 
homes swapping bigger yards for parks, and for a "small 
town" feel with unobtrusive shops and a community theater. 

We will watch with interest as the council takes up this 
issue. To what extent are they willing to take part in dis-
pelling the American myth that "all growth is good?" The 
larger myth may well be the very idea that government can 
stop sprawl at all, because the real discipline will start there. 
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Salem High School seniors Greg Angel (first place) and Chris Jagalla (second place), broadcasters at student-run WSDP 88.1, received sports broadcasting 
awards from the Michigan Association of Broadcasters Foundation, a testament to the quality of work being done at the station, staffed by students at 
Canton, Plymouth and Salem high schools. 

Charge was ridiculous 
I am writing in response to the article 

you wrote on March 9, "Teen learns 
expensive lesson with park pen prank." 
First of all I would like to say this is 
ridiculous. 

The same kid, Charles Savino, was in 
an accident New Year's a year ago with 
my best friend, Eric Dodsworth. 

They were driving down Warren Road 
between Haggerty and Lilley when a 
drunk driver, Joseph Paul Bandy, crossed 
over the lines and struck them head-on, 
killing Eric and severely injuring Chaz. 

Bandy was charged and convicted of 
four felonies. The sentencing date was 
Friday March 7 Joseph Paul Bandy 
received 3-15 years in prison, but is out 
free on a personal bond until the appeal. 
Appeals take years.' Why is it that someone 
plays a stupid little joke over a pen and 
gets $300 in court fines and possibly goes 
to jail when Joseph Paul Bandy can drink 
and drive and kill someone and not have 
to pay anything and not even go to jail? 

In the article on March 9,2003 (Chief 
Wayne Carroll) said, "From behavior, I 
don't think this young man has any 
respect law enforcement." Would you? 
Law enforcement wonders why people 
dislike the police so much. The way the 
law is carried out is not fair! 

In the article (Chief Carroll) said "I 
think we would have lost respect if we 
had taken any other action." No, you are 
wrong. People who knew of the accident 
that took Eric Dodsworth's life and 
severely injured Chaz, and are familiar 
with this ink cartridge incident, NOW 
have lost respect for the police. 

Hie Plymouth Police are saying that a $1 
pen is more important than a human life. It 
is so stupid to charge Chaz over it, and it's 
stupid for you to write that article like you 
did. You did half of the investigation. You 
don't know the whole reason why people 
distrust law enforcement If you knew all 
that about the accident would your article be 
different? I bet a lot of people who read that 
story agreed with you thinking it was a punk 
teenager messing around, but print this arti-
cle and I bet it wSl change their minds, too. 

hi the article you stated that Chaz went to 
talk to this officer because Chaz thought that 
this officer related to the younger people. 
Chaz thought this office was a friend, and 
with good friends you can joke around. After 
this incident the police haw ruined their 
relationship with the younger people. Any 
hopes of the police ever gaining a relation-
ship with the young adults in & communi-
ty has been eliminated, all because of this 

LETTERS 
agreements with the principal. I 
when you have "friends" at the Observer 
that story is considered "front page news." 

I've been a parent at Fiegel for 11 years 
and an employee (paraprofessional) for five 
years. I'm not one to complain or make a 
scene. I am not a public speaker. I tend to 
stay at the sidelines. I just like to do my job 
(which I love) and volunteer in my chil-
dren's classrooms (when I can). After see-
ing that article, though, I could not keep 
quiet anymore. I fed I have to write in sup-
port of the Fiegel staff and principal. 

In response to the comment "about 
providing input and action to improve 
the educational environment at Fiegel." 
Well, for the past six months the majority 
of the PTO complaints have been about 
the lunchroom rules. So what do the 
playground and lunchroom have to do 
with the "educational environment" at 
Fiegel? All we've been hearing for the 
past six months is... "we have too many 
rules, it's the kids free time and they 
should be able to do as they wish." At 
least that's how it's come across to me 
and I know the other aides feet the same 
way. Why do we have rules on the play-
ground and in the lunchroom? The num-
ber one reason... for the safety of the 
children and that will never change! 

Another comment was, "how much vio-
lence there is on the playground at 
recess," That sounds like our Fiegel play-
ground is a war zone! I agree there is hit-
ting, punching, kicking, but these actions 
are addressed each and every day. Yes, 
the children are disciplined for their 
inappropriate behavior. Yes, it's not 

: same discipline because each 
can be different. Also, the 

majority of these "physical scuffles" are 
normal elementary children's behavior. 

No>v speaking only as a parent, I have 
nothing but respect and admiration for 
the teaching staff and the principal. I've 
come to know many of them through my 
children, as well as working as a staff 
member. The principal andteachers 
truly care about our children's education. 
I see and witness it every time I walk into 
the school building. So, in my opinion, 
there doesn't need to be any changes in 
the "educational environment" at Fiegel. 

Przytulski 
Canton 

Cop effort 

I always thought a human life was 
more important than a $1 ink cartridge 
for a pen, but I guess that is not the case 
in Plymouth! 

M. Ziewaez 
Canton 

Fiegel is fine 
I would like to respond to an article 

"Fiegel principal and PTO clash" (Canton 
Observer, Feb. 20). Four of the six mem-
bers on the PTO board resigned over dis-

Thariks for the great stoiy in the Observer 
("Teen learns expensive lesson with park pen 
prank," March 9). This just shows what a 
joke the Plymouth (police) are. 

They; act like it was up to the court to go 
after the kid. Well, why did the cop waste 
the time to write the report in the first 
place? Had a bad day? How many people 
were shot, raped or had a car stolen while 
he wrote this? It sounds like they place 
this right up there with real crimes. 

No wonder this country is looked at so 
badly. It's a circus paid for by our tax dol-
lars. Send these cops off to a place with 
real crimes. Maybe they could actually 
make a difference. 

Michael Lavander 
Canton 

Justice not served 
After reading "Teen gets expensive les-
n with pen prank," (Observer, March 9) 

felt obligated to write a response. 
Understand, I don't know anybody 

involved so my opinion is not biased by 
any knowledge of the individuals 
involved. I have total respect for our law 
enforcement community and the job they 
do; however, I cannot believe the insanity 
of their actions. I wonder how they would 
have responded had a citizen called and 
told them, "Somebody stole a refill from 
my ink pen." Nobody will EVER convince 
me they would have pursued it, 

I recall a personal incident a few years 
back when some teens egged my home, 
mistakenly believing another teen lived 
there. My neighbor witnessed the entire 
incident and had great descriptions of the 
perpetrators, vehicle and license number. 

I immediately called the police and 
filed a report, with my neighbor provid-
ing very good eyewitness evidence. 
Weeks later, having heard nothing, I 
called to inquire about the status. I was 
told the prosecutor determined it was not 
worth pursuing. Understanding the costs 
involved, I accepted his judgment 
because my thinking was driven by the 
emotions of the moment. 

We live in a world where rational minds 
must prevail. Using Chief Carroll's lc 
stolen french fry is STILL a crime anc 
must be reported and addressed. I'd like 
to think our law enforcement leadership 
led by better example than that exuded in 
the "stolen refill incident." I was disap-
pointed the prosecutor involved was not 
named, because he/she are equally guilty 
of wasting taxpayer dollars in such ridicu-
lous pursuit of justice, and should have 
been equally "glorified" in the story. 

Finally, were I Officer Poules, I would 
have simply written this one off as "the 
kids got the best of me." You need thicker 
skin, or should expect a very frustrating 
career in public service. You may think 
by getting a $300 judgment against Mr. 
Savino you salvaged your "respect." 
Unfortunately, you've accomplished the 
opposite. 

Richard Bantau 
Canton 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
794 S. Main 
Plymouth, Mi 48170 

Fax:" 
(734)459-4224 

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 
"Our dollars deserve a voice. The suburban communities send a lot of money, a lot of trust toward Detroit water. Water 
is a necessity and they are our Mine. It is only fair these communities have a say in how this vital utility is managed 
and protected. The suburban population has to be represented in some fashion. I hope it isn't seen as a bad thing that 

the suburbs want a voice in how it's managed." 
- Canton Township Trustee Melissa McLaughlin, talking about bills pending In Lansing that would change how the Detroit 

water board Is governed. 

http://www.hometownlife.com
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Universities or prisons -
which are more important? 

part, 
for hi 

Power 

Which is more important: educating young 
people or warehousing criminals? 

Most people, I believe, would say the 
return on investing in young, minds far outstrips 
the costs of jailing felons. Indeed, for many years, 
the state of Michigan spent more on universities 
than on prisons. 

But if Gov. Jennifer Granholm's budget propos-
al for the 2004 fiscal year that begins Oct. 1 is 
adopted by the Legislature, for the first time 
Michigan will spend more on the corrections sys-
tem than on our universities. The difference may 
be small, but the symbolism is enormous. 

Granholm's proposed budget 
for state prisons totals $1,723 
billion, while her spending plan 
for the 15 public universities in 
Michigan (plus various scholar-
ship programs) comes to $1,715 
billion. 

How has this happened? In 
it's because appropriations 

>r higher education have been 
cut by almost 12 percent over 
the past two years, while spend-
ing for the corrections system 
has held steady, Five years ago, 
for example, state spending on 

higher education was $1.6 billion, while outlays 
for prisons totaled $1.4 billion. 

l b her credit Granholm's budget proposals for 
the corrections system include a number of cuts. 
She calls for improvements in the parole system, so 
once released on parole inmates don't go back to 
prison. She wants a system of drug courts for drug 
or alcohol addicts who commit crimes, on the idea 
that treatment programs are cheaper than prisons. 
And the governor wants to change the law so that 
non-violent prisoners would be placed In less-
expensive community placement facilities several 
months before their scheduled release; she says 
this step alone would free up 1,400 prison beds. 

Make no mistake about it. Prisons in Michigan 
are expensive. Some authorities say that it costs 
the state $80 a day per prisoner. Others say that 
the annual cost of the system runs at more than 
$25,000 per inmate. 

Peter Luke, the Lansing columnist for Booth 
Newspapers, points out in a column last weekend 
that Michigan locks up enormous numbers non-
violent offenders who are sentenced to two years or 
less. He cites statistics from Corrections 

How has this happened? In part, it's because 
appropriations for higher education have 
been cut by almost 12 percent over the past 
two years, white spenting for the corrections 
system has held steady. Five years ago, for 
example, state spending on higher education 
was $1.6 billion, while outlays for prisons 
totaled H.4billion. 

percent of new inmates were sentenced to 24 
i or less. Last year, the state's prisoner intake 

jumped by 15 percent to 11,047 new inmates. 
Legislators have for years argued that a public 

sick and tired of increasing crime rates is insist-
ing on spending whatever it takes to lock 'em up. 
But crime rates are down, costs to ran the correc-
tions system keep going up, and even legislators 

are beginning to realize it makes little sense to 
keep people who commit non-violent crimes in 
very expensive prison cells. 

On the other hand, Gov. Granholm's 2004 
budget cuts another 6.7 percent, or $154 million, 
for state support for the 15 public universities 
and 29 community colleges, plus reduces merit 
scholarships from $2,500 to $500. This is on top 
of last year's cut of 3.5 percent across-the-board 
reduction for higher education. 

According to Michael Bolus, executive director 
of the Presidents Council of the State Universities 
of Michigan, state universities now receive around 
the same funding they got in 1998-99, without any 
adjustments for inflation. "How can you not have 
higher tuition when we're being cut like this?" he 
asks, while pointing out that Michigan universities 
get about $1,000 less per student from the state 
than universities in neighboring states. 

MSU President Peter McPherson says his 
school has 6,000 more students than it did 10 
years ago, yet the same number of faculty. U-M 
President Mary Sue Coleman says she wants to 
save money, but she is also aware that merely 
cramming more kids into a classroom is not nec-
essarily what either the kids or their families 
want. When I was a regent at U-M, I kept point-
ing out that the university was doing all kinds of 
things to save money — privatizing services, cut-
ting non-academic staff — but it wasn't empha-
sizing cost containment in its PR, 

Be that as it may, the core of the debate over . 
Gov. Granholm's budget will be whether it's more 
important for the state to spend money on ware-
housing felons or educating young people. As far 
as I'm concerned, college beats the slammer every 
time around. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that 
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
ppower@homecomm.net 

The days may be cold and short, but the action is always hot, and with these peat promotions, long on value m Casino Windsor! 
Beat the winter Mate by heading to Casino Windsor where the US. currency exchange gets you snore play time and more clwnces 
to win. We're just a few minutes away, b i t worlds apart in comfort and style. Heat things up with fhese great promoters. 

Triple (ash Bath - February i" - March Jl 
Players Prestige™ Slot Club members always earn Cash Bad I'M row you can earn three times 
as much for points earned on slot play. Weeknig!«s from 3 p.m.-3 a.m. Feb. 3* - Marqh 31*. 

i i e l i K 
A REALLY BIG S H E W Starring jerry Hoban as Ed Sullivan - MAR. 11* - APR. 5* 

TRIBUTES A salute t o the superstars - APR. 1S8* - MAY 10* 
Tickets for these great shows are just $10 US; Call 1 -800-991 -8888 to order tickets. 

Get More Play Time for your II.S. dollar! 
Exchanging your U.S. currency gives you more cash in your pocfeet, more play firm and more ehavces © 
win. Exchange rates fluctuate daily, but over the last year have averaged approximately 50%, That means 
for every $1.00"* you exchange, you receive about $13f35" 

in your share of $60,000 " (ash! 
Sign up for any one of our fun and exciting entry fee slot tournaments. Our next tournament is 
May 28* and costs just $ 3 3 0 ^ ^ 2 2 5 ^ to.enter. Register by calling 258-7870, or visit 
us for more information. 

Luxury for less-room rates just U 9 
Enjoy a mid-week getaway (Sun-Thurs) in our world-class four-diamond hotel for 
$69 US.* Book early - limited availability. This great room rate is available until 
March 31,2003. Rates are per night, plus taxes, double occupancy. 
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LETTERS 
Great women 

March is National Women's History Month. 
It was established to recognize and celebrate 
women's accomplishments. And I would like 
to tell you about four great women who live 
and work here: 

Jennifer Tobin shares her energy and 
devotion to the arts with all of us, but 
especially children. Many, many children 
have been a part of the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council's Children's 
Theater over the years. My oldest son, 
Andrew, 20, now a college student, was 
part of the first group of Whistle Stop 
Players. Jennifer shares her love of per-
forming with kids, not so they will become 
great actors, but because she knows the 
arts are magic. She knows that when chil-
dren are involved in the arts, it helps them 
become the best children they can be. 

Jennifer's last official act as dir ector of the 
arte council was to write a letter of recom-
mendation for my middle son, John. 

Christina Deininger is one of the newer 
teachers at Central Middle School. She's 
also a new mother. In addition to teaching 
math and science, she's taken on extra 
duties as a coach for the Math Counts team, 
which my youngest son, Mark, is a part of. 
She spent the first day of winter break at a 
Math Counts Regional Competition with 
her students at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn. 

Jenny Melkvik is a math teacher and Math 
Counts coach at East Middle School. She also 
spent the first day of winter break at the Math 
Counts Regional Competition. Jenny proudly 
sat in the first row with her students during 
the competition. More than 100 students 
from a dozen schools participated, and six of . 
Jenny Melkvik's students finished in the top 
10. 

Cathy Sobie is a parent of two teenage girl 
and does day care for Plymouth-Canton 
teachers, including Mrs. Deininger's little girl 
- which means that Mrs. Deininger and other 
teachers can spend time helping other peo-
ple's kids, like my son. 

These women have many things in com-
mon, but their greatest accomplishment is 
their dedication and willingness to share 
their talents and time with children every 
day. They do so because they know it's 
important. 

Plymouth 

Insensitive comment. 
With two children in the Plymouth-

Canton Schools, I've been following the 
direction of possible budget cuts coming 
our way. I read with interest your article 
in the March 6 Observer regarding the 
cuts. That interest quickly turned to out-
rage at the insensitive and, frankly, con-
temptible statements made by Chuck 
Portelli, president of the Plymouth-

Canton Education Association. 
When he states, "If you ask me, the answer 

is no, not a dime" when questioned about 
possible concessions by the union in our lat-
est budget crunch, I was astonished. Perhaps 
it was the "not a dime" part of his comment 
that pushed me over the edge. 

The audacity of this teacher's representative 
to make such comments when people are 
being laid off left and right, unemployment in 
our country is at a high and our country 
looms on the edge of war. 

Not a dime huh, Mr. Portelli? You made 
that statement with such authority that I 
had to investigate this a little further. 
Perhaps you can answer a question for me. 
The average teacher's salary in 2001 in our 
district was $55,892 (my figures were 
obtained from Standard and Poor's), and 
let's remember that salary is based on 9.5 
months of work. 

Within these 9.5 months, teachers receive 
four weeks of vacation plus numerous other 
holidays off and umpteen half-days. That 
salary is equivalent to a yearly salary of 
$70,600, well above average. Back to my 
question, I'm wondering why then, with our 
teachers being paid on average more than 92 
percent of the other districts in the state of 
Michigan, our MEAP scores aren't indicative 
of such quality? 

Within the state there are 46 districts 
(approximately 10 percent) reporting higher 
MEAP scores. Of those 46, only 12 have high-
er salaries. Of the 46 districts performing bet-
ter, the average teachers salary is $51,525, 
considerably less than our average. 

It would appear to me, and quite possibly 
to others, that we aren't getting what we're ' 
paying for. It would appear that our teachers 
should give back to our schools based on job 
performance. Do I honestly feel that way? 
Not really. It's just about as absurd as Mr. 
Portelli's comments and thoughts. 

I apologize to all the wonderful teachers 
I've met over the years my children have been 
in Plymouth-Canton Schools. This man, how-
ever, is, I'm assuming, elected to his position 
as president of your union and with attitudes 
expressed like that, do you expect us 
parents/taxpayers to sit idly by? 

I don't necessarily object to teachers 
being fairly paid but I DO object to the 
union viewing our school system as a "job's 
entitlement program" with little or no 
regard for our children's education and 
future! You may have done a huge disserv-
ice to the very teachers you represent, Mr. 
Portelli. 

You can bet there will come a day when 
times are better and you'll be holding your 
hands out asking for a bigger piece of the pie. 
Come that day, you should hope that the par-
ents and board members offended by your 
comments made in these 'lean' times aren't 
still around to defeat that request and remind 
everyone of your unwillingness to work with 
us now. 

Plymouth 
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Bathtub Liners... 
g f and wall surrounds are installed right over your 

old tub and tile...No Tearout-Less Mess 

g f are less expensive than traditional remodeling 

& will not mold, mildew, stain, peel, chip or crack 
and are easy to maintain 

g f can be installed in one or two days meaning little 
or no down time for your bathroom 

See i f k 'Difference 'Before You Buy 

FREE 
ESTIMATES 

NO SUB CONTRACTORS 

Family Ownsd and 

i m 
SHOWROOM 

3387 Fort St 
ton Champaign and Emmons 

313-382-8100 

QMHUraftfUS 
29102 Five Mile Rd. 

One Block East of? 

mm-m 

SHOWROOM 

28170 John R. Rd. 
N.E. Comer of 1-06 Service Dr. 
qaae/ag e«aft 
s w i r l y i w w 

Find new decorating 
ideas each Thursday 
in At Home 

Presbyterian Village Westland 
Nondenominationa! Retirement Community 

is inviting you to a free 

Gardening Seminar 
Open House 

featuring Janet Macunovich, Master Gardener and 
Detroit News Homestyle columnist 

Janet will be speaking on the timely topic 
"Making Gardening Easier". 

During the afternoon enjoy refreshments, * 
our garden apartments or Cottages for Assisted Living 
and Memory Loss Care, and take home a free gift. 

© 
Serving All Faiths 

Model Open - 12 Noon to 3:00 PM 

Retirement Living at its best! 

Reservations advised (734)762-8927 

Program begins at 1:00 PM 

Sunday, March 23, 2003 

32001 Cherry Hill Rd. Westland, MI 48186 
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Myron Berbay of Plymouth, in costurite as Elvis, left, meets three angels, in 
the form of Kathy Powers, Laura Leist and Yvette Dixon striking a familiar 
pose. 

Auction raises money to 
ease 

FROM PAGE A1 

answers. This seems like a no-
win situation. When we invade 
we may injure a lot of innocent 
people. I don't know what the 
right thing to do is." 

Crisiie Golson: "I don't know 
what is in their (Iraqi's) hearts. 
There is probably a group over 
there sitting around a table 
right now thinking about us. 
There are a lot of things we can 
do. Are we imposing the death 
penalty on an entire country? 

Luq'Taylor: "Violence 
should be the last resort. I hate 
the thought of war. War will 
affect our children deeply. But I 
know that I am not the cause of 
this wax, and I will take that 
kho wledge to the grave.", 

The discussion was animated 
but controlled. It was led by 
Neumann lay minister Gene 
K3jek,who used what teachers 
call the Socratic method, asking 
questions to lead the discussion 
to the next step. The minister 

BY SUE ROSIEK 

STAFF WRITER 

• More than 350<guests 
showed their passion for the 
arts Friday raising $40,000 to 
support the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council. 

Sports and vacation packages 
seemed to draw out the passion 
and the wallets of auctiongoers. 
A weeklong getaway to Puerto 
Vallarta, a vacation home in 
South Haven and a University 
of Michigan football game and 
tailgate party for 10 netted the 
arts group nearly $4,500. They 
were just three ofsejgie 22 
items featured in tne'live auc-
tion by Joe Carli of J.C. Auction 
Services. 

£ Businesses and individuals 
throughout the area con-
tributed live and silent auction 
items for guests to bid on. The 
successful bidders left the auc-
tion with art, jewelry, vacation 
packages, furniture, sports 
memorabilia and gift certifi-
cates for food and services. 

Stella Greene, PCAC interim 
executive director, told auction-
goers that these are tough 
financial times for the arts with 
deep cuts expected from 
Lansing. 

"But PCAC has always viewed 
challenges as an opportunity to 
find a better way to reach you 
in new and innovative ways. 

PCAC is Music in the Park, the. 
art volunteer program in every 
school, Members First concerts 
and countless exhibits. 

"No matter how tough the 
times, PCAC is right here in 
your community committed to 
making sure everyone has the 
opportunity to explore and 
embrace the arts and the artist 
within him or her," said Greene, 
who also serves as the group's 
director of development. 

Plymouth Canton 
Community School principals 
Jerry Ostoin (Salem High 
School) and George Belvitch 
(Tonda Elementary) helped to 
raise nearly $700 for PCAC 
with their rendition of the 
Blues Brothers. Guests were 
asked to raise their bid num-
bers and pledge $25 each to 
help ease the cuts recently 
made by the state. 

Friday's event, "Passions of 
Past: A 70s Bash" at St. John's 
Conference Center, was the 
12th-annual dinner and auction 
held to support the Plymouth- ' 
based arts group. Co-chairs of 
the event were Diane Harrison 
and Sandy Stephan. Committee 
members included Susan 
Motley, Emily Sherman, 
Therese Gall, Pat Oldford, 

Hillego'nds, Sandy Wright, 
Joyce Costanza, Nancy Pilon, 
Jennifer Tobin and Kathy Ny. 

"What is the legal and moral 
right the U.S. has to wage this 
invasion? Is the moral impera-
tive that people in the United 
States have been killed?" 

Gourmet dinner 
completes 
workshops series 

It's time to treat yourself to a 
relaxing Girls Night Out 

Join your friends at the 
Summit Banquet Center on 
Monday, March 24 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. for a dinner pre-
pared by Summit Gourmet, 
with your choice of chicken 
marsala or pasta primavera. 
While you dine, enjoy the piano 
melodies ofVlademir Kalmsky. 
Following dinner, popular 
comedienne Jill Washburn will 
help you laugh all of your wor-
ries away. Registration for th6 
event is $28 per Canton resi-
dent and $33 per nonresident. 
Dressy-casual attire is recom-
mended. 

Girls Night Out completes 
Canton Leisure Services' 
Workshops for Women Series, 
which was held each Monday 
during March. , j 

For more information call 
Jen Eubanks at (734X394-
5460. 

"I know our CEO (the Pope) 
has several times appeared and 
opposed the war," Kijek said. 
"He has said there is no moral 
or legal right for this strike. 
Violence should be the last 
choice. Remember, the Pope 
rarely gets involved in politics." 

"I have questions? I don't 
have answers. Our faith will 
help us and b^ing us closer 

Other Canton people who 
had comments from various 
locations around town: 

John Spencer, who served in 
Vietnam for a jfear in 1966, is. 
treasurer of the 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter of 
the Vietnam Veterans. 

"I'd rather we don't go to 
war," he said Wednesday morn-
ing. "Been there, done that." -

, Spencer served as a. long-
I shoreman in the Army, unload-

ing cargo from ships in Cam 
Ranh Bay. 

Spencer said he still has sour 
feelings about the way tfcfe U.S. 
government handled thevv 
Vietnam War. 

"Certainly we support our 
troops and I think most veter-
ans support our troops, 
whether or not we support the 
action over there." 

Paul Moras, of Canton and a 
school district employee: "It's 

PAUL HURSCHMANN j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

/ t makeshift sign reading, "Free Country, Free Flags," offers passersby a litt le 
token of patriotism at Tyme Auto Sales on Plymouth Road in Plymouth 
Wednesday. 

time to go to war. We've waited for 12 years, and it's time to be 
and been very, very patient. done with it." 
Iraq is a viable threat, and 
we've given them every oppor-
tunity to make some kind of 
concession. They're not inter-
5?*e6in that, and sadly the time 

* has come." 
"I think the U.N. is a joke," 

said Navy veteran Dave Cade of 
Plymouth Township, who 
served as a mechanic from 
1974-1978. "We pump a lot of 
money into the U.N., and we 
get nothing out of it. This is 
long overdue. It's been going on 
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Staff writers Tony Bruscato, Jack 
Gladden and Brad Kadrich contributed 
to this story. 

FROM PAGE A1 

The company's primary busi-
ness is bath fixtures. Among 
their favorite products are the 
Bertch line of cabinets, the US 
Marble line of countertops and 
the Jason AirMasseur line of 
tubs. Showers with body 
sprayers are also big sellers. 
The Jason tubs are made by a 
founder and namesake of the 
Jacuzzi company. : 

Jim, Frank and Barry 
Mathison all admit that the big 
Home Depot and Lowe's stores 
have cut into their hardware 
business. "We have to watch 
what we keep in inventory," Jim 
said. "Some of the smaller sup-
pliers have been hurt." 

"Our niche is higher-end 
bathroom sales. YOVL go to 
Home Depot and tlje tubs are 
up on the wall. Here, you can 
see them down on the floor and 

even sit in them," Frank said. 
The brothers say customers 

come from as far away as Little 
Rock, Ark., and closer to home, 
like Frankenmuth or the Upper 
Peninsula. The family has lived 
at one time or another in 
Wayne, Nankin Township (now 
Westland) and Plymouth. 

They were at the big Cobo 
Hall home, show this week, and 
Barry had a booth at the recent 
Canton Township Home Expo. 

The brothers know that after 
about 15 or 20 years in a house, 
a couple will come in and want 
to redo the bathrqom. » 

They also get customers 
who come in and order all their 
fixtures for a new custom 
house. 

"We have some local contrac-
tors we recommend for instal-
lations" Barry said. "We check 
them out thoroughly. Our repu-
tation is on the line." 
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Home Office 
Stanley 

FURNITURE 

FORDABILITY PREVtNTI 

See us for quality Home/Office arrangements, crafted by Stanley Furniture, 
that fits your budget, organizing needs a n d environment. Stop in today and 

you'll find terrific savings! 

r i V W C l M » 1 \ } T O I J M O N T H S W T I ' 1 1 N O l Y I T K i : > ! ! 

Sine* i 933 

m fine furniture 
240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 

Hon. , Thurs., Fri. 10-9 8 Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 
*With credit approval • Sale ends 3-30-03 

www.walkerbuzenberg.com as 

AFF0RDABIL1TY: HAP combines comprehensive coverage with very low 

out-of-pocket costs. 

QUALITY: You will find top quality hospitals in the HAP network including 

Oakwood, Henry Ford Health System, Beaumont and St John all of which 

made US News & World Report's recent "Best Hospitals" report 

CHOICE: HAP offers over 1,672 personal physicians, 3,634 specialists, 

43 hospitals in Southeast Michigan and the Flint area and over 555 ancillary 

providers such as nursing homes, optical shops and much more. 

PREVENTION: HAP strongly emphasizes preventative procedures such 

as mammograms, immunizations, check-ups and health screenings at a 

minimal cost to you. 

PARTNERSHIP: We are available to answer questions Monday through -

Friday from 7a.m. to 7 p.m., and on Saturday from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 

313.872.8100. You can also e-mail us at www.hap.org. 

• Choose HAP. Visit is at www.hap.oii for more information. 

A p l a n a h e a d ! 

- ^ 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.walkerbuzenberg.com
http://www.hap.org
http://www.hap.oii
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GALLERIES • THEATER « DANCE • DINING 

BY EILEEN MCCARViLLE 
STAFF WRITER 

Oakland Community 
College presents The 
Optimistics and The Fabulous 
Motown Entertainers at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, March 28, at 
Smith Theatre" on the 0CC 
Orchard Ridge campus, 
27055 Orchard Lake Road, 
Farmington Hills.Tickets $15, 
call (248) 522-3667. : 

• CD releases ; . 
Join the Twistin Tarantulas 

at 8 p.m. Saturday, March 22, 
to celebrate the release of 
their third CD, EIDestroyo, at 
the Magic Bag, 22920 
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. 
Admission $7, call (248) 544-

3030 or visit www.themag-
icbag or wwwtwistintarantu-
las.com for details. 

• Book signing 
• Stop by Paint Creek Center 
for the Arts, 407 Pine St., 
Rochester, at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, March 29, for an 
open house reception honor-
ing Ballet Master lacob 
Lascu. He'll be signing copies 
qfl i isJiew book, Two Urn in 
Two Worlds, which highlights 
his life in Romania, and as a 
ballet master. For more infor-
mation, call (248) 651-4110 or 
visit wwwipccartorg. 

• Guitarist 
Brook Williams will be at 

Trinity House, 38840 W. Six 
Mile Road, Livonia, at 8 p.m. 
Friday, March 21, to celebrate 
the release of his new CD 
Nectar. Recorded in 
Nashville, the CD features 
some of the city's finest 
roots musicians, Williams' 
buttery voice and rockin' 
guitar playing. Lisa Papas 
opens the show. Tickets $10, 
call (734) 464-6302. 

• Just for lils 
Marquis Theatre, 135 E. 

Main St., Northville, presents 
.The Emperor's New Clothes 
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, March 22-23. Tickets 

311 (248) 349-8110. 

Fairy tales 
Can an orchestra really 

sound like Cinderella's clock 
striking midnight: depict a 
beautiful Firebird saving a 
young man from evil mon-
sters: or evoke scurrying rats 
following a pied piper 
through the streets of 
Hamelin? When they're play-
ing music written by world-
famous composers, it can. 
Audiences will hear works 
inspired b^fai ry tale 
favorites written by 
Mendelssohn, Prokofiev, 
Stravinsky and more at 4 
p.m. Sunday, March 23, at the 
Michigan Theatre in down-
town Ann Arbor. The hour-
long concert by the Ann 
Arbor Symphony Orchestra is 
preceded by an "Instrument 
Petting Zoo." Recommended 
for children ages 5-8, and a l l . 
ticketholders are welcome. 
Admission is $10 adults, $5 
children. Call (734) 994-4801 
or online at www.a2so.com. 

Swing is among the numerous ballroom and Latin dance styles performed in 'Burn the Floor.' 

Burning ever brightly 
Ballroom dancing entertains on stage and inside local studios 

BY NICOLE STAFFORD 
STAFF WRITER 

A vocal track suggestively asks "Do you 
want to dance with me?" bouncing 
off the polished wood floor inside 

Dance Elite Ballroom Studio in West 
Bloomfield. 

It's standing-room only. For there are at 
least 75 onlookers, amateur ballroom 
dancers from all over metropolitan 

lit dance floor. They expect to see, rather 
than hear, the answer to the question — 
and they're right. 

The reply is a hip-gyrating, quick-step-
ping, heart-pounding, applause-inspiring 
salsa from four Burn the Floor cast mem-
bers. 

A handful of the 32 internationally 
acclaimed dancers have stopped by to 
judge a competition of local dancers and 
preview their upcoming Detroit perform-
ances, Friday-Sunday, March 28-30, at 
the Fox Theatre. 

The exhibition turnout goes to show 
ballroom dancing is still burning, not a 
fed on the way out. 

The preview goes to show Burn the 
Floor is no ordinary two-hour showcase of 
ballroom and Latin dance. Yes, it'srhum-
ba, samba, cha cha cha, waltz, jive, jitter-
bug, swing, mambo, salsa, tango and 
quickstep. 

But it's theatrical, extravagant and sul-
try in a way grandmother could not have 
imagined. 

"It's ballroom spliced with a more mod-
ern flavor," says Rebecca Sugden, a cast 
member judging the dance competition 
and Australia native. "It has more edge." 

Enhancing the 32 dancers' hot moves 
are stylish costumes from the likes of 
Gucci and Versace and lighting and sound 
on par with big-time rock 'n' roll concerts. 

y > A 
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'Burn the Floor/ opening March 28 with five performances at the Fox Theatre, takes ballroom and Latin 
dancing to sultry, sensational heights. 

So enrapturing is the show, audience 
members have been known to jump on the 
stage, Sugden says, adding, "We do try to 
get people on their feet by the end of the 
night. Ballroom dancing is great fun and -
anybody can do i t It's like a secret society, 
but we're bringing it out into the public." 

FEELING FREE 

Susana Cieslinski of Clinton Township, 
who along with partner Rich Jaramillo of 
Farmington Hills won the night's local 
competition, is already convinced ball-
room is for her. She says she's addicted 
and loves Burn the Floor. 

"I've seen Burn the Ffoartwice. I even have 
the videotape," she says. "Watching it inspires 
me. I want to get the feeling they get" 

Cieslinski learned Latin dance several 

PLEASE SEE DANCE, B5 

Bi l l I S r [f i l l 
What A theatrical ballroom and Latin 
dance p resen ta t ion fea tu r ing 
championsh ip dance couples. 

When: 8 p.m. Friday, March 28:2 p.m. and 8 
p.m. Saturday, March 29; 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
Sunday, March 30. 

Where: Fox Theatre, 2211 Woodward Ave., 
Detro i t . 

Tickets: $15-60, at Fox Theat re and Joe 
Louis Arena box o f f ices or any 
T icketmaster ou t le t . T icketmaster can be 
reached at (248) 433-1515 or v is i t : 
www.t icketmaster .com. For g roup t ickets , 
cal l (313) 471-3099. For event i n fo rma t i on , 
call Olympia Entertainment at (313) 983-6606 
or visit www.olympiaentertainment.com. 

Harry Wayne Casey -
known to fans as simply KC -
is still shaking his booty. 

"Yes, I'm still shaking i t It's 
a little bigger now," laughed 
Casey, who formed KC and 
the Sunshine Band in the 
'70s. "I was 150 pounds back 
then. 

"It's a 190-pound booty 
now but it's in proportion," 
said Casey, 52, from his home 
in Miami, which he shares 
with golden retrievers Boston 
and Candy. 

These days "get down" may 
be more of a command for 
each pooch to stay put than 
'70s disco jargon and aline 
from one ofhis classic hits, 
Get Down Tonight. The 
infectious party song is one 
of four number one singles 
the Sunshine Band had in the 
span of one year - the only 
group to have done so other 
than The Beatles, Others 
include, of course, Shake 
Your Booty, That's the Way (I 
Like It) and Boogie Shoes. 

Though he retired in 1985 
- following recuperation 
from a head-on collision and 
his father's death - Casey 
decided to return to the 
music scene a tew years ago 
after a gig on the former 
Arsenio Hall show gave him 
the motivation to do so. 

"I just started doing it 
again. I just put my mind 
back into the mode," he said. 

KC and the Sunshine Band 
are set to shake at Dearborn's 

PLEASE SEE *C ,B7 

Harry Wayne Casey is known to 
fans as KC. 

science 
museum 

BY LINDA ANN 
STAFF WRITER 

CH0MIN 

Boys and girls swarm a glass case at Cranbrook Institute 
of Science for an up close look at a snake submerged in a 
jar of alcohol. The Southfield Christian Academy students ' 
seem spellbound as they listen patiently to Mike Stafford 
then flood him with questions. This was the reaction the 
Bloomfield Hills museum director was hoping for. 

Before long he'd lead them like a pied piper through the 

PLEASE SEE CRANBROOK, S 3 
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Mike Stafford tells the story of King Tut's throne at the front of the 
Treasures exhibit. Cranbrook founders George and Ellen Booth (pictured 
on camel back) were in Egypt when the tomb was discovered in 1922 and 
tried unsuccessfully to purchase it. Later, they commissioned the repro-
duction shown here. 

What Treasures of the institute Collection 

When: Through May 4,10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, 
until 10 p.m. Friday 

Where: Science Institute at Cranbrook, 39221 
Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills 

Tickets: Free with museum admission $7, $5 
ages 2-12 and seniors. No charge for children 
under 2, (877) 462-7262 or www.cranbrook.edu 

Related event Archaeology Day 1-4 p.m. . 
Saturday, March 29 

March 25,26 and 27 • 9 am - Noon Only!,, 
I I I o f f T o u r C l o t h i n g P a r e k a s e 

This Value World Location Only: . ^ m M 

Must present this coupon prior to purchase. 
Not valid with any other offer. j 
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Kids invited to 'Fiddle Around' with DSO musicians 
BY EILEEN MCCARVIILE 

STAFF WRITER 

It's tot time for the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra - which 
believes children are never too 
young to discover the joys of 
music. 

The Detroit Symphpny 
Orchestra re-introduces its 
"Tunes and Tales for Tots" con-
cert series - Saturday, March 
22, at Seligman Performing 
Arts Center in Beverly Hills. 

Basic musical concepts, an 
introduction to orchestra 
instruments, and lots of spec-
tacular music are featured dur-
ing the concerts designed for 
children age 3-6. Younger and 
older children, and adults are 
welcome. , 

. Kicking off the series, in 
Beverly Hills, is Fiddlin' 
Around featuringthe DSO 

invites kids to "string along" for 

a ride on the Orange Blossom 
Special. 

The quintet - consisting of 
two violins, viola, cello and bass 
- will also perform Old 
MacDonald, Vivaldi's Spring 
movement from'T&e Four 
Seasons, Copland's Hoedovm 
from Rodeo, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein's My Favorite 
Things from The Sound of 
Music, and Strauss' The 
Laughing Song from Die 
Fledermaus (The Bat). 

Larry Hutchinson, bass play-
er for the Ambassador String 
Quintet, said Fiddlin'Around 
will introduce children to string 
instruments, "one by one. The 
other themes are using your 
imagination, and using music 
to guide your imagination" 

Another plus is an introduc-
tion to the instruments as soon 
as tots arrive. Members of 
DSO's Civic Orchestra, com-
posed ofhigh school and col-

lege students, will be on hand 
in the lobby. They'll let kids 
experience the instruments up 
close. 

"So it's an intimate connec-
tion for these kids before they 
even walk into the auditorium. 
They can touch (the instru-
ments), pull the bows," said 
Hutchinson. 

"We've done this program a 

places. All humility aside, it's a 
great show," he said, laughing. 
"We also spend a lot of time 
working out the narration and 
how it's presented, which is 
extremely important when 
you're dealing with young chil-
dren. We're real proud 

CutTime Players, an eight-
member ensemble from the 
DSO (violin, bass, flute, clar-
inet, bassoon, trumpet, trom-
bone and percussion) will per-
form at Pack Your Bags on 
April 12 in Wyandotte, and 

Peter and the Wolf in Grosse 
Pointe Woods, April 26. 

Pack Your Bags, written by 
Rick Robinson, DSO string 
bass player and a CutTime 
Player, features each instru-
ment in a composition that 

world. For example, the flutist • 
plays the Japanese folk song 
Sakura. 

Peter and the Wblftells the 
story of Peter and his p e t s - a 
bird, duck and cat, A wolf 
invades his menagerie and tries 
to escape with the animals. 

Peter and the Wolf is a; 
ular tale, "but we are blessed 
with children from the Grosse 
Pointe Academy joining us and 
it's really cute," Robinson said, 
explaining there will be Visual* 
characters as well. 

The musical tale works 

t. Each character - includ-
ing a hunter and Peter's grand-
pa - is performed by a different 
instrument. 

Robinson arranged the origi-
nal production so CutTime 
Players could participate. For 
instance, "the duck is normally 
done by an oboe but we had a 
bassoon," he said. 

characters so well. And every 
little musical phrase portrays 
the action very well," Robinson 
said. "I think, especially in these 
times, when it's hard to bring 
people into orchestra concerts, 
visual stimulation becomes as 
important as good music, 

"I should add that, in all the 
concerts, we always demon-
strate the instruments one at a 
time, how they make sound. 
But we tend to get some older 
nhiMrpn (youngsters from the 

demonstrate), especially if the 
families have mixed age 
groups." 

'TUNES AND TUES FOR 

WIS 
What A concert featuring the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
Ambassador Quintet 

When; 11 a.m. Saturday, March 
22 

Where: Seligman Performing 
Arts Center, 22305 W. 13 Mile 
Road, Beverly Hills 

Tickets: $7, "babes-in-arms," 
ages 2 and under, free, (313) 
576-5111. Tickets will also 
be sold at the door if they are 
still available. 

m 
Too Late To 
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CHIMNEY REPAIR BCFERT 
Brick, block & storm; 30 yrs 
Exp. ^ all. myseH. 
toll anytime (248) 476-9098 

CITIZEN yweds help 
remove 2 jurifc cars and 
garage tear-down. Pay nego-
tiable, (734)897-4567 

DATA ENTRY, PART-TIME 
Position immediately available 
(will run several mos). Must 
be computer literate 
w/exceptlonal typing, data 
entry, & customer service 
skills, 12/Haggerty in 
Farmington .Wilis. FAX 
RESUME TO: 248-848-3771 

OFFICE MANAGER 
Part-time afternoons, $1Q/hr. 
to start with regular bonuses. 
Excel. Word & great plione 
skills a must. 734-644-5703 
Contact Bonnie 

f.theinspectors.bii 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
V. Bloomfield. 

I toe. $15-18 per hr. 
Call 248-851-2980, 

BEDFORD MOVING SALE. 
Thurs, Fri & Sat March 20th, 
21st and 22nd. 8am-4pm, 
8066 Chatham. 

SpoU |J t s 1 . 

W EXPEDITION XLT, 
low mileage. Loaded. Exec. 
COftd. $17,500 734-482-1987 

ACURA, 1997, 22 CL, bur-
gundy, 5 speed, sunroof, air, 
CD, exc. cond, 1 owner. 
$9,000. 248-669-0921 

CONTOUR 1998 perfect stu-
dent car, $4,995. 
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734*421-5700 
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Schoolcraft revives 'Lend Me a Tenor' 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMiN 

STAFF WRITER , , 

Jim Hartman can't stop laughing even 
after sitting through seven weeks of 
rehearsals for Lend Me a Tenor, the 
Schoolcraft College Theatre production 
opening Friday, March 21. 

Hartman decided to revive the Ken 
Ludwig comedy after it was such a hit 

with audiences the last time around. 
"It's hysterical," said Hartman, director 

was cast and we had to add a show. I just 
love the play, the zaniness. It's a play of 
mistaken identity, very fast paced, almost 

adult show 
with adult themes and some cursing. It's 

ehunt al their 

a farce. It's a funny show, 

going to make audiences laugh 

sides hurt." 
Hartman's relying on the actors to 

deliver the color and fast-paced punch 
lines. Unlike the 1997 production, he's 
designed a stark white set as a neutral 
backdrop for the eight-member cast. 

"I'm looking for the costumes and 
actors to add color," said Hartman. 
"They're bringing color to the perform-
ance through characterization. At 
rehearsals I'm constantly telling them to 

JIM JAGDFEL0 | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Carol Lipinskl (left), Jessica Duffey and Joseph Fournfer rehearse a scene from "Lend Me a Tenor." 

you re not' 
haven't done your job here." 

Brian Ikylor knows the amount of ener-
gy it takes to play the Italian tenor super-
star Tito Morelli. He was cast in the same 
role six years ago. A graduate of Plymouth 
Salem High School, Taylor's performing 
in his 16th show at Schoolcraft College. 

"I spend a whole act knocked uncon-
scious," said Taylor. "It's so fun to do. The 
play's set in the 1930s at the Cleveland 
Grand Opera Company. Tito Morelli has a 
lot of lady fans and brings his wife with 
him to the performance. They argue off 
and on and there's a mix-up with medica-
tion and alcohol and he's thought to be 
dead. Another actor takes over as Othello 
and wears his costume. My character 
comes around and goes and gets another 
costume and starts running around. 
People think they're talking to him and ; 

they're no t It's hilarious. 

"It's really fun, a fast, fun evening. 
You've heard the saying 'it's a laugh a 
minute.' It really is." 

Ichomm®oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2145 

iENDMEAlENM' 

When: 6 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 21-22, 
and 28-29 
{dinner theater), and 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, April 4-5 
(performance only) 

Where: Liberal Arts Theater, Schoolcraft 
College, 18600 Haggerty, between Six and 
Seven Mile roads, Livonia 

Tickets: $22 dinner theater, 
$10 performance only, 
call (734) 462-4400, Ext. 5457 

When Evi! Visits, 
Turn Out The lights 

WAIT UNTIL 
DARK 
By Frederick Knott 

MAR 19-APR 13 

"...a first rate shocker...?he 

drains we've bag waited eagerly.' 

— Tfw York Pest 

Tickets start at just $19! 
MBT10X OFFICE: 

(248)377-3300 
CROUP DISCOUNTS: ( 2 4 8 ) 3 7 0 - 3 3 1 6 

www.mbtheatre.CQm 

m r n k out 
GATORS. 

THE BUTLER TWINS 
CO RELEASE PARTY! 
SAT,, Apri ls 

SAT.. Apr i l 1 2 

CITY LIMIT BLUES #LEAR 

T j f c $ 2 Labatt 

Z'.v . 3'sh s? Crty lisii: »ij 
SSST 1 3L£E a 

•i.iiiM irt. x a sin* 
SAT. 6 pm- I ctm Oaij* 

'•trxZ'&r 
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COUPLES NIGHT! Buyowtkket, 
get aar td half price! Wtd, T k n & Sun nights. BREW SPECIALS 9-1 PM 

S lue A m i B ine l i g h t So f t ies 
Laba t t B lue 

si w i n 
< l i e 
.m- •" <sm 

•Hi pr««*ns coupi 

D A R K 

Plan your weekend activities each Thursday with Arts & Entertainment 

http://www.mbtheatre.CQm
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exhibit of usually hidden 
objects. For the first time in 
decades, visitors can see 
Treasures of the Institute 
Collection, which spotlights 
the rare and mysterious won-
ders of 12 areas of scientific 
study from anthropology to 
geology, ornithology, entomol-
ogy, mammalogy, and paleon-
tology. 

The exhibit continues to 
Sunday, May 4. On Saturday, 
March 29, Stafford will give an 
in depth tour of the collection 
as part of Archaeology Day. 

"It's our first major exhibit in 
three decades, the first time in 
72 years we've focused on the 
collection," said Stafford. "We 
have 5,000 square feet here 
and generally rotate traveling 
exhibitions. Treasures show-
cases our primary interest and 

makes a statement about the 
breadth and depth of our col-
lection. 

"The founders of Cranbrook, 
George and Ellen Booth were 
dedicated students of 
Egyptology. They were in Egypt 
in 1922 when King 
Tutunkhamun's tomb was dis-
covered. That's a photo of them 
on camel back. George tried to 
buy King TUt's throne from the 
British government and when 
they turned him down he had 
the replica at the front of the 
exhibit done." 

A timeline shows the history 
of the institution and the 
Booth's 1926 trip to purchase 
277 minerals in Denver. 

"Minerals were one of the 
founding collections of the 
Institute," said Stafford. 
"George Booth collected them 
world-wide." 

Hundreds of objects tell the 
history of cultures and nature 
through artifacts and speci-
mens. A birch bark canoe hung 

from the ceiling demonstrates 
the skill of the craftsman who 

bark. There's a 1890 bear totem 
from Vancouver, British 
Columbia, an Arapaho Bison 
headdress from the late 1800s, 
gold jewelry from 1000 A.D., 
Roman glass, a tusk from the 
toothed whale known as the 
Narwhal, an African sword, 
and Japanese Samurai Armor. 

Want to learn more about 
the botany of Michigan? In 
addition to looking at dried 
plants in the exhibit, visitors 
are welcome to use the 
resources of the museum for 
research. 

The exhibit only tells a por-
tion of the story. Stafford is 
quick to point out highlights -
an extinct passenger pigeon 
from 1900s, and large elephant 

belonged to an emu-like species 
hunted to extinction at begin-
ning of the 1700s. 

"The ornithology collection 

'We're a learner's museum. 
We're all lifelong learners. 
We haw stuff if you're 6 foot 
2 inches or 3 foot 2 inches.' 
Mike Stafford 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 

tells the story of how the natu-
ral world is disappearing from 
certain areas," said Stafford. 
"The Carolina parakeet was the 
only parrot native to the U.S. 
and is now extinct. We can only 
show 1 percent of the collec-
tion. The idea is to get people 
interested in natural history, 
draw them in with objects and 
specimens. They're blown away 
by the size of the elephant bird 
egg and it makes them want to 
learn. 

"Many objects are too fragile 
or to valuable to bring out 

That's why we're having 
Archaeology Day. We'll bring 
out Inca gold, 17th and 18th 
century trade silver, spears, 
swords, feathered dresses from 
Paraguay, It will be an up close 
and personal experience. 
Visitors can learn about 
archaeology. Weil demon-
strate how stone tools are 
made and they'll have a chance 
to get their hands dirty in a 
simulated archaeological dig." 

The ability to see nature and 
the rocks Mandy Maitland is 
learning about at Southfield 
Christian School is the reason 
her mother Holly agreed to 
chaperone the field trip to the 
museum. 

"They're enjoying it," said 
Maitland of Bloomfield Hills. 
"They're curious, asking a lot 
of questions. It's fun seeing 
things through kids' eyes, to 
see their excitement about a 
basket." 

Stafford points to baby tur-
tles in a glass case and 

explains the jagged edges on 
their backs warn passersby of 
snapping tendencies. It's 
apparent this father of six 
loves spending time with the 
children. 

"I feel a degree of frustration 
as head of science," said 
Stafford who was appointed 
director in November after 
seven years as a curator. "I 
knew what was here. I saw 
kids of this age, their excite-
ment, taking them into the 
collections and decided to do 
the exhibition. The Institute is 
headed in an exciting new 
direction. We want to appeal 
to kids tuned out to the natu-
ral world. We're in the science 
^ i d learning business. As a 
father I see the impact of the 
museum on my own children. 
We're a learner's museum. 
We're all lifelong learners. We 
have stuff if you're 6 foot 2 
indies or 3 foot 2 indies." 
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3 ? O « ? T 3 CARDS «• C O K P B I K H X S I U A «SUP. 
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HOCKEY HALL O F FAMER 

MARCEL DIONNE 
SATURDAY, M A R C H 2 2 N D • 1:00 PM - 3:00 P M 

$12.00 ANY ITEM 

HOCKEY HALL OF FAMER 

ALEX 
DELVECCHIQ 
SATURDAY, MARCH 22ND 

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
$3.00 ANY ITEM 

HOCKEY HALL OF FAMER 

CLARK 
GILLIES 
SUNDAY, MARCH 23RD 

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
$15.00 ANY ITEM 

J E R R Y Z O l Y N S K Y | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R 

Mike Stafford looks at some ancient baskets with Mandy Maitland (left) of Bloomfield Hills and Hannah Morris of 
Southfield. ; 

P I - 1 M . • 1-75 & E U R E K A R D . 

ibraitar 
TRADE CENTER, INC. G I B R A L T A R T R A D E . C O M 

FREE 
WITH TH® COUPON , . 
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Dm Automotive 

Presents 

Hospice of NVch ocr. s 18th Annual 

Ford Field, Detroit, Home of the Detroit Lions 

Saturday,- Apri l 12,2003 
7 p.m. Reception • 8 p.m. Program/Dinner/Dancing 

Enjoy dinner, dancing, lours and "a few surprises." 

Meet Masters of Ceremonies Mark Champion, "Voice of Detroit Lions," and 
Jim Brandstatter, sports commentator and former U of M football tackle. 

Music by Bobby Louis and the Crackerjack Band. 

Black tie/valet provided 

For ticket information conicci SJ; M«DOSXK , 

HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN, 1313] 578-50*0 r visit w / . h f t a c -

Only 500 tickets will be sold. _ 

TSe r - e v 3 *wdrtKWen#6SBC£ C? MICHIGAN progrc." • ' patient cateswyK 

p g f f i S S B 

HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN, which p r o v i d e s comprehensive, compassionate care to 

people who are terminally ill and their families, serves more than 7,000 patients 

a year in 45 Michigan counties. 

You're Invited! 
^ S u n d a y Apr i l 6 

1 — 4 p . m . * 
• Date and time may vary by branch. YMCA 

All community 
families are 

welcome to this 

• FREE day of / 
games, learning 
and fun for all. 
Help the YMCA 

celebrate healthy 
spirits, minds and 

lies! • l i l t 

K I D S I ) V > 
Contact the branch nearest you for details 

888.380.YMCA • ymcadetroit.org 

Y 
YMCA 

VFE build strong kids, -
strong tollies, strong communities. 
Financial assistance teips ensure tvsfyene belongs at ths YMCA. 


