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• Double talk 
Canton's Youth Variety 

Series continues 10-11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, March 1, at Summit 
on the Park. Saturday's show 
features ventriloquist Richard 
Paul 

Tickets are S3 per person 
per show and are available at 
the Summit. Advance pur-
chase is recommended since 
seating is limited. The shows 
are targeted at children 12 and 
under. 

Remaining shows of the 
series are Can/Ann's Dream 
Machine Family Concert on 
Saturday, March 22. and A 
New Breed of Magic with 
Jason Hudy on April 12. 

For more information, call 
(734) 394-5460. 

• Hot chili 
Not bad for a first time. 
The Plymouth Salvation 

Army, sponsoring its first chili 
cookoff and basket auction 
Sunday, raised more than 
$565 to contribute to its World 
Services goal for the year. 

Despite less-than-ideal 
weather conditions, more 
than 50 people showed up at 
the. Army's hall on Main Street 
to participate. 

Baskets donated by Horton 
Plumbing ($50) and Backyard 
Birds ($35) were the night's 
biggest draws and brought in 
the highest bids. 

"Considering it's the first 
time we've attempted any- -
thing like this, we were very 
pleased with the outcome," 
said Maj. Stephen Hull, 
Plymouth commander. "We 
had a lot of fun doing it". 

• Workshops 
A month of workshops for 

women is scheduled at the 
Summit each Monday in 
March from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

The first workshop is March 
3, "Time to Get Crafty." You'll 
learn how to make easy and 
inexpensive gifts for family 
and friends. 

Other workshops are March 
10, "Street-Smart Women: 
Survival Awareness 
Workshop": March 17, "Just 
Breathe." and deep breathing 
and relaxation techniques 
through yoga. 
. ' Women age 16 and over are 

• welcome. Pre-registration is 
required. Cail (734) 394-5460. 

' • Safety aiarl 
The Canton Police 

Department has received an 
award for Excellence in Traffic 
Safety, along with a $4,000 
grant to purchase traffic safe-
ty equipment. 
Mheaward, from the 
Michigan'Association of Chiefs 

_ of Police,-is given to depart-
" frtjsnts that show outstanding 
WfetyTJTOfjrams and initia-
tives. 

Canton Police, along with 
Plymouth-Canton schools, 
Wayne County Roads and par-
ent-teacher organizations, 
worked together to erect fiber 
optic signs and school warn-
ing devices at the elementary 
schools in Canton. -

The department also 
received a certificate of 
appreciation for its commer-
cial vehicle safety program. 
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BY J A C K G L A D D E N 

STAFF WRITER 

PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMAN 

Altagracia Jiminez-Brown administers the pre-surgery medication to Imanol Duran as nurse Vicky Hladysh and William Brown look on. 

The chance for a new life 
Dominican boy sails 
through corrective 
foot surgery 
Second of two parts 

B Y B R A D K A D R 1 C H 

STAFF WRITER 

Altagracia Jiminez-Brown grips ^ 
the cup of hospital coffee the way a 
drowning woman might hold a 
lifesaver. 

Her 18-month-old charge, 
Imanol Duran, has finally been 
wheeled into surgery at Oakwood 
Annapolis Hospital in Wayne, 
some 11 days after the diminutive 
Dominican child had originally 
been scheduled to have his 
clubfeet corrected. Jiminez-
Brown, Imanol's foster mother for 
his four-month stay in the United 
States, can finally relax as the 
turning point in Alta and Imanol's 
Excellent Adventure arrived. 

"You look calmer," a nurse tells 
Jiminez-Brown moments after she 
placed Imanol in the skilled hands 
and warm hearts of the medical 
staff at Annapolis, the Oakwood 
Healthcare Systems facility being 
donated for Imanol's surgery. 

Alta comforts Imanol following the surgery. He was fussing quite a bit until she held him, 
and then he fell right to sleep, 

"I've had that first cup," Jiminez-
Brown says, smiling. 

It's one of the first calm 
moments the family has had since 
volunteering for the responsibility 
of caring for Imanol, the toddler 
brought up from the Dominican" 
Republic by a nonprofit group 
called Health Help Project Inc. 
Founded by Plymouth doctor 
Frank Patino in the mid-1990s, 

Health Help has made it possible 
for a number of children to have 
their feet corrected by surgery in 
Michigan. 

It's a problem Patino discovered 
while on a trip to the Dominican 
Republic to accept a humanitarian 
award given for his help in getting 
medicine and medical supplies 

PLEASE SEE SURGERY, A6 

After seven years in the 
talking and planning 
stages, Canton's Board of 
Trustees on Tuesday 
awarded the first bids to 
begin actual construction 
of the new Performing 
Arts Center at Ford and 
Ridge roads. 

Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack told the board 
the bids were "very favor-
able" even though they 
came in $100,000 over 
the estimated construc-
tion budget. 

"However, as is typical 
in a Construction 
Management project," 
Yack said in a written 
memo to the board, 
"there is an estimating 
contingency of $750,000. 
There are sufficient funds 
available in this account 
to cover the additional 
$100,000 in construction 
costs and the additional 
alternates that 

Those alternates 
include higher quality 
seats for the 400-seat 
theater for approximately 
an additional $100,000, 
under-stage storage for 
$100,000 and a pit lift 
for $150,000. 

Total cost fonthe proj-
ect including construc-
tion, architecture, con-
struction management 
and furnishings is now 
$11,486,547-

Earlier this year, the 
board authorized the sale 
of $8 million in bonds for 
the project. That leaves 
about $3 million still to 
be raised. 

But Yack said the 
Partnership for the Arts, a 
14-member group that 
will oversee operation of 
the theater, is in the ini-
tial stages of an "aggres-
sive fund-raising cam-
paign." 

He said that $2,9 mil-
lion has already been 
committed and an addi-

1 1 1 6 * 1 
Canton Trustees awarded 
bids to the following 
firms; 
1 Pappas Construction, 
$573,328, concrete 
foundations/ftatwork 
• Baker Construction, 
$1,448,518, 
masonry/precast stone 
• H and G Steel 
Fabricating, $788,646, 
structural steel/metal 
fabrications 
• Peterson Glass, 
$317,276, glazing/window 
systems 
• Denn-Co Construction, 
$912,566, finish 
carpentry/millwork/wood 
doors and flooring 
•De l t a Temp, $1,330,900,' 
mechanical/HVAC . 
• Oakland Plumbing," 
$253,113, plumbing 
• Graye Electric, • 
$1,214,685, electrical, 
performance 
audio/theatrical lighting 
and dimming 

tional $2.25 million is 
anticipated. 

"We feel comfortable . 
tliat we would be able to 
raise those dollars and 
offset what currently is a 
deficiency in the con-
struction accounts," he 
told the board. "We are 
working diligently with 
the Partnership for the 
Arts to identify donors 
and actually make solici-
tations of them." 

But Canton Finance 
Director Tony Minghine 
cautioned that pledges 
were not the same as cash 
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over 
in 

BY H E A T H E R N E E D H A M 

STAFF WRITER 

The school district boundary dividing 
the Plymouth-Canton and Van Buren 
districts might as well be the Great Wall 
of China to a group of residents trying to 
get it redrawn. 

Residents in Huntington Place and 
Huntington Place II subdivisions, near 
Geddes and Beck, want the boundary 
redrawn so that their children can 
attend Plymouth-Canton schools, main-
ly because Plymouth-Canton schools are 
' closer to their homes and because test 
scores are higher in that district. 

Residents Mark Dixon and Houshun 

Zhang led a petition effort to get the 
boundary changed. They spent six 
months collecting signatures from 90 
percent of homeowners, but recently 
learned they had to start over. 

In cases of dual home ownership, both 
owners must sign the petition, Dixon 
said. 

"It's bureaucratic red tape," Dixon 

It is frustrating to live close to a 
school your children are not allowed to 
attend, said Dixon, whose daughter 
attends Belleville High, eight miles 
away. The closest Van Buren elementary, 

PLEASE SEE BOUNDARY, A5 

Slavens seeks 2nd term 
School board 
petitions available, 
due April 7 

B Y T O N Y B R U S C A T O . 

STAFF WRITER 

Plymouth-Canton 
school board Vice 
President Mark Slavens 
believes leaving the school 
board in the middle of a 
budget crisis would be the 
wrong decision. 

In fact, Slavens figures 
now is the time the schopl 
board needs experienced 
people to step up and 
guide it through financial-

ly stressed times. 
With that said, the 

Canton Township resi-
dent announced he'll seek 
a second 4-year term on 
the school board in the 
election scheduled for 
June 9* 

"I don't want to leave 
when the times are get-
ting tough," said Slavens. 
"We're going to have very 
difficult times coming up. 
for this school district, 
and I don't believe now is 
the time for me to leave. 

"I think the board 
needs some experienced 
board members, and I feel 
I can help solve the finan-
cial problems we'll be fac-

ing," Slavens said. 
Superintendent Jim 

. Ryah predicts Plymouth-
Canton Schools will "face a 
$9 million budget deficit 

•in the 2003-04 school 
year. 

. Slavens said the board 
has achieved a lot the past 
four years. 

"We've brought in three 
schools under budget and 
on time, and I'm proud of 
that," he said. "There was 
also a point in time when 
there were some proposed 
policy changes that would 
have taken the communi-

PLEASESEE SLAVENS, A4 

MEDICAL BILLING 
SUPERVISOR 

with experience needed.... 
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War TV edict brings 
mixed reactions 
BY TONY BRUSCATQ 
STAFF WRITER 

The edict by Plymouth-Canton 
Schools Superintendent Jim Ryan 
that pulls the plug on classroom tel-
evision sets if the U.S. goes to war 
with Iraq isn't sitting well with 
some high school educators and 
their students..... —— 

In a one-page letter sent to teach-
ers and parents last week, describ-
ing procedures the district will take 
if war breaks out, Ryan said, "there 
will be no live television-or radio 
used by our K-12 students. We 
believe our parents should choose 
how, and if, they wish to share this 
information with their students. 
Coverage has become increasingly 
graphic, and we do not want to 
upset students. These discussions 
are better held at home" 

Students at Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park said if war breaks 
out, they want the televisions on to 
get the latest information. 

"The televisions should be left on, 
especially in classrooms like govern-
ment" said Danielle Phillips, 15, of 
Plymouth. "I think we should know 
what's going on in the world." 

Ryan Sharrow, 16, of Plymouth 
Township, said it will be difficult for 
the school district to stop the televi-
sions from being tuned to the news. 

"I think it's good for discussion in 
school," he said. 

"You're going to see it at home, 
see it everywhere. I don't know 
about younger kids, but most high 
school kids can handle it." 

A week after the letter was 
mailed, Ryan said he still has con-
cerns about live television in all 
classrooms. 

"I still have a sincere concern over 
live television," he said. "I think it's 
going to be more graphic than 
ever. The letter in no way wants to 
restrict any teacher from doing 
what they do in class. Teachers are 
doing wonderful things in dis-
cussing the war. 

"I don't want kids to bring any 
opinions at home that may cause 
some hurt feelings in the room," 
Ryan added. "We do not want to 
stereotype any cultures or equate 
terrorism with any ethnic group." 

If push comes to shove, at least 
two social studies teachers at 
Salem High School say it would be 
impossible for them to keep the 

televisions off if war broke out. 
"Kids will have questions, but if. 

they don't have access to that 
updated information, they're gong 
to just spread rumors in the hall, 
and make things worse," said Close 
Up teacher Bill Boyd. "If the kids 
are out in the hallways without the 
actual facts, that's when tilings 

kids will make assumptions that 
probably won't be accurate." 

Boyd's teaching partner, Darrin 
Silvester, believes without live tel-
evision, students will be missing— 
history in the making. 

"At age 15, we expect maturity 
out of them, we expect them to be 
young adults, and then we tell 
them we need to take television 
away from you," said Silvester. 
"That's a disservice to them, a dis-
service to America, a disservice to 
the community" 

Boyd said "it isn't television 
news that's graphic, it's the event 
that's graphic. It defines these 
kids' lives, and they should see it. 

"If you're teaching about war 
and not being graphic, (what) 
you're teaching is a disservice to 
these kids. They need to learn that 
war is a bad thing, that the 
Holocaust was a terrible atrocity." 

. In its editorial, The Perspective, 
the high school newspaper, said, 
"We need to discuss these prob-
lems, and we need to watch and 
gain as much knowledge about 
these problems as we can. School 
is the best place for this to hap-

Everyone seemed to be in agree-
ment that no television at the ele-
mentary and middle school levels 
is more appropriate. 

Jim Burt, principal at Eriksson 
Elementary, said if war breaks out, 
he will carry on, just like he and 
his staff did on 9/11. 

"We didn't want to break the 
news to kids," said Burt. "We did-
n't talk about it all day. The fol-
lowing day we talked about it in 
ways appropriate to each age 
group. 

"It's up to parents to decide what 
they want to say, and how much -
they want to say, to their children," 
said Burt. "They need to provide 
the reassurance and security mes-
sages to their students." 
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SPRING GARDENING 

Canton Leisure Services is offering a 
variety of gardening classes at the 
Summit on three Wednesdays during 
March which will help you in preparing 
your garden this spring. The classes are 
taught by Nancy Fedon, Certified 
Michigan Master Gardener. Each class 
runs from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m 
Registration can be done at the front 
desk of the Summit and costs $30 for 
Canton residents and $35 for non-resi-
dents. 

Dahlias, gladiolus, carinas, tuberous 
begonias, caladiums are all tender bulbs. 
Discover how easy it is to grow these 
beauties and how, when and where to 
plantthem.Learntoproperly-divide, 
store, fertilize and care for these bulbs. 
You'll receive plenty of handouts but 
bring a paper and pencil to take notes. 

B M About Perennials - March 12 
This class will show you how to 

choose healthy, attractive plants for both 
sun and shade, and learn how to amend 
and prepare your soil for your specific 
garden needs and plant choices. Find 
out how to properly fertilize, divide and 
prune, as well as other care and mainte-
nance measures. Discover how perenni-
als can be grown in containers and win-
tered-over for years of successful 
blooms. 

• Wildlife In Your Garden - March 
26 

Which plants attract butterflies and 
hummingbirds? Learn how to invite 
certain birds that will benefit your gar-
den and landscape, and see how to 
encourage the natural food chain in 
your yard and diminish the use of pesti-
cides. You will also learn which birds 
you should attract to eat up mosquitoes. 

ACT UP 

Students in grades 6-12 are invited to 
take part in something new and exciting 
over this mid-winter break. For those 
interested in acting but aren't quite sure 
how to get started, this is the perfect 
opportunity. Leisure Services is spon-
soring an "Act Up" youth and teen 
drama workshop at the Summit on 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Award-winning instructor Yvonne 
Healy jam-packs this fun-filled class 
with improvisation, theater games, and 
scene work. Some activities are similar 
to television's popular show, "Whose 
Line Is It Anyway?" 

Cost is register is $17 for residents and 
$20 for non-residents. Registration is 
happening now at the Summit, and 
those under age 18 must be registered 
by a parent or guardian. Space is limit-
ed. 

CANTON CONNECTION 

ALBUM CLASS 

Have you wanted to make a scrap-
book album for yourself or to give as a, 
gift but you don't know where to begin? 
Imagine completing an album in one 
class! Come to this special class offered 
by Canton Leisure Services and learn 
how to make sharp pages that are fast 
and easy to do. The class will be held on 
Monday, March 10 from 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
at the Summit. Pamela Maclntyre, 
Creative Memories Unit Leader, will be 
facilitating the session. Registration for 

fee of $8 for Summit members mid $10 
for non-members. Non-residents may 
register beginning March 5 for $13, if 
space is available. In addition, a supply 

To donate, send checks payable to the 
Northville Community Foundation -
Maybury Farm, 321N. Center, Suite 
130, Northville, MI 48167. 

SWEAT SUIT DRIVE CONTINUES 

The Kiwanis Breakfast Club of 
Plymouth-Canton is continuing its 
Annual Sweat suit Drive until the end of 
February. 

This is the sixth year of the event, 
which supports First Step, the Western 
Wayne County Project on Domestic 

"The staff members of First Step keep 
the collected sweat suits in their cars 
ready to give to victims when needed, 
providing them with some sense of dig-

ofthe~ 
class. 

In this class you mil make a 7x7 
scrapbook that comes with all the sup-
plies you need to complete i t This sim-
ple, fast and memorable way to scrap-
book will leave you feeling inspired to 
create many beautiful pages. There will 
be color cards with layouts to guide you 
through each page and many different 
scrapbooking tools for you to try. 
Different kits/themes will be available to 
choose from. This class is great for a 

' or novice scrapbooker. 

ALL FOR ANNIEJ 

m 
Bring the whole family out to see the 
usical Annie at the Fox Theater for the 

2 p.m. show on Saturday, March 8, The 
ticket price of $39 per person includes 
admission to the show and coach trans-
portation to and from the theater. 
Boarding takes place at Pheasant Run 
Golf Club in Canton 1 i in Canton between 12:30 
12:45 p.m., mid you will return at 
approximately 5:30 p.m. You must have 
a ticket to board. 

Tickets are on sale for Canton resi-
dents only now through Feb. 25 at the 
Summit. Non-residents may purchase 
tickets through March 6 at 5 p.m. 
Limited seating is available. 

FARM ENDOWMENT 

Hie Northville Community 
Foundation has created an Endowment 
Fund for the Maybury Farm. In light of 
the recent fire at the farm, the 
Northville Community Foundation has 
begun this fund to help rebuild the barn, 
replenish animals, and for the basic 
upkeep of the Maybury Farm. 

The Friends of Maybury president, Ed 
Pierce, believes this endowment might 
encourage more people to donate espe-

foundation is state-certi-eially since the fo 
fied, which allows for i 
percent tax credit. 

additional 50 

nit3^~said Janet Gtt, co-chairman 
First Step Sweat suit Drive and secre-
tary of the Plymouth-Canton Kiwanis 
Breakfast Club. 

Donations of new sweat suits will be 
accepted throughout the month of 
February. All sizes and colore, including 
children's sizes are needed, since other 
members ofa family may be affected by 
the assault. 

Hie following establishments have 
drop boxes for Canton: Canton 
Chamber of Commerce, 5820 N. Canton 
Center Road; Canton Public Library, 
1200 S. Canton Center Road; Cherry 
Hill United Methodist Church, 321S. 
Ridge; Help-U-Sell Real Estate, 7242 N. 
Haggerty; KaDe's Hair Salon, 42013 
Ford Road; Keller & Stein, 42158 
Michigan Ave.; Republic Bank, 5844 N. ; 
Sheldon. ' 

For Plymouth the locations are: 
Caldwell Banker, 44644 Ann Arbor 
Road; Herriman & Associates, 41486 
Wilcox; Papa Romano's, 555 W. Ann 
Arbor Road; Plymouth Chamber of 
Commerce, 386 S. Main; and the 
Plymouth District Library, 223 S. Main. 

For more, information, contact Mark 
or Janet Ott at (734) 981-0460. 

YOUTH VARIETY 

Canton Project ARTS and the town-
ship's Leisure Services department will 
be offering four entertainment events 
for ages 12 mid under. 

The Youth Variety series events are $3 
per person, starting at 10 a.m. Hie 
shorn run about 90 minutes and are 
held in the banquet and conference cen- , 
ter. 

Upcoming shows include ventrilo-
quist Richard Paul on March 1, the 
Dream Machine Family Concert on 
March 22, and A New Breed of Magic 
with Jason Hudy on April 12. 

Advance purchase of tickets is sug- ; 
gested because there is limited seating; ; 
call (734) 394-5460 for more details. i 

• 
fli 

For expert care with a gent le touch, visit 

Canton Foot Specialists 
Our newest associate, Dr. James Duncan, together with Drs. Steven 

Watson and Michael Lefkowitz, are dedicated to providing the 

highest quality care. 

We offer a range of treatment options for corns, calluses, bunions, 

heel pain and other foot and ankle conditions. We listen to your 

concerns and provide comprehensive care to help resolve nagging 

foot problems. 

Find out why our staff and services are preferred by patients in 

Western Wayne and nearbyOakiand County. 

We offer convenient appointment scheduling, with four locations to serve you. 

• 43050 Ford Rd, Suite 150, Canton 

• St. Joseph Mercy Health Center, 1600 S. Canton Center Road, Suite 350 

• Arbor Health Building, 990 W. Ann Arbor Trail Suite 201, Plymouth 

• Garden City Medical Office Building , Suite 303 

For appointments, call (734) 981-7800 
Visit our website at cantonfoot.com 

Canton 
f o o t 

Specialists 
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Al l DAY SUNDAY! 

p A B U l O U S p i s I } P R Y ! 

ALL U CAN EAT 
DECK 
OPENING 
SOON! EVERY FRIDAY 

DURING LENT 

HUNDREDS OF 
D i a m o n d Brace le ts 
Semi-Mountings 

Gold Cha ins & Brace le ts 

LARGE SELECTION 
OF CERTIFIED 

LOOSE DIAMONDS 

14K-18K PLATINUM 
MOUNTINGS 

ONE-OF-A-KfND ITEMS 

FREE GIFT W R A P 

Up to 12 M o n t h s 
Same as Cash 

(Upon A p p r o v e d Cred i t ) 

Showroom 
of 
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Enjoy Our Gift of... 
FREE PEARL EARRINGS! 

Do pierced earrings irritate your ears? 

1 - T - r - X 5 • 
I guicAMa | n • • • • 
i 

I lOl'KS: 
Moii.-Wed.. I ri.-Sii!. 10-n: 

I Inns. 10-S 

6 0 1 8 Canton Center Road 
Canton 

(No r th ot Ford Road) 

734-207-1906 

Come into our store... we can 
Concepts Earrings are safe for 
sensitive ears, fashioned in a 
beautiful variety of styles that won't 
irritate your ears Guaranteed! 

Need Convincing? Try a FREE pair of 
Concepts with our coupon below! No 
Purchase Necessary! See for yourself, 
you CAN wear Concepts! 

No Purchase Necessary. 

["Redeem this coupon in person for your FREE pair of Concepts"] 
Pierced Earrings for Sensitive Ears! ' 
Do You Have Sensitive Ears? 
Do You Have Diamond Earrings? 

Name ; 

Address 

• Yes 
' • Y e s 

• No 
• No-

City. .State, .Zip. 

^Telephone 

• 

• 

Celebrating Our 20th Anniversary! 

INTERNATIONAL 
- % Old Village * 696 N. Mill Street • Plymouth 

i m f . (734) 451-0855 

Named One of the 
Fastest Growing Salons 

in North America by 
Salon Today Magazine 

m 

* is your hair color the wrong shade? ; 

its too brassy? • Haircut not working? 

Salon international's Designers 
Are ?roblem Solvers! sibV66ofF;,rsr5~66off 

.. Haircut & Style 
' New Clients Only 

Not valid with any other offer. 
Valid with this coupon only. Exp. 5-15-03 

Haircut, Highlights & Style 
New Clients Only 
Not valid with any other offer. 

Valid with this coupon only. Exp. 5-15-03 
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Salem grad enmeshed in story of famed composer 
BY JACK 
STAFF WRITER j 

I 
When Ariika Scott, a former 

Canton resident and 1991 
Salem High School graduate 
now living) in Germany, offered 
to translate some letters from 
German to English for a San 
Diego [resident researching his 
family tree, she was just trying 
to make a few extra bucks to 
supplement her income as a 
freelanc4witer. 

Europe in 1999 and asked a 
question on an Internet mes-
sage board about travel in 
Europe. Jurgen Klecker, a psy-
chologist who specializes in 
addiction treatment at a private 
clinic in Germany, answered 
her e-mail query. 

"We exchanged e-mails for a 
month or so and then I visited 

him briefly on 
my European 
trip," Scott said. 

i the translations 
unfolded, the project turned 
into a tale of mystery and 
intrigue, Involving a Jewish 

War II, persecution by the 
Nazis and the discovery of a 
lost manuscript by renowned 
composer Gustav Mahler. 

And that led to the writing of 
a book and the development of 
a Web site, both devoted to the 
story. 

Scott's mother and stepfa-
Donna and Jarnes 

Freeman, live in Canton with 
her half-brother Stephen, 17, 
who attends Salem now. 

Scott's odyssey began in 1991 
when she graduated from, 
Salem and attended James 
Madison College at Michigan 
State University. She graduated 
in 1995 with a bachelor of arts 
honors degree in international 
politics. 

She then attended Columbia 
University in New York where 
she earned a master of sdence 
in journalism in 1996. After a 
one-year stint as a beat reporter 
for the Philadelphia, Inquirer, 
she went to the Chicago 
Tribune where she covered 
education and wrote content 
and conceptual design for the 
paper's Web site on music, arts 
and education. 

INTERNET MEETING-SORT OF 

"My now husband was work-
ing on his Ph.D. in Germany 
and I lived in Chicago when we 
first met," Scott said. "We met 
on the Internet - sort of." 

She was planning a trip to 

• The book Former Canton 
resident Anika Scott worked on 
can be bought through the 
Web site losttothe world.com. 
• The troubled Gustav Mahler 
lived primarily in the Victorian 
Age, from 1860 until 1911. He 
wrote symphonies but may 

Scott 

flew to visit 
each other back 
and forth for 
about a year 
until it got too 
expensive. I 
decided to leave 

the States because, what the 
hey, you have to risk something 
sometimes. And I'd always 
wanted to live in Europe" 

She landed in Germany 
knowing not a word of German. 

"I'd had a semester in college, 
but that was long forgotten. 
When I first arrived in 
Germany I took a three-month 
intensive course, six hours of 
lessons a day," she said. "That 
got me started, buteven now I 
still take a German class every 
Tuesday night* 

She began working as a free-
lance journalist, writing on 
European travel and culture for 
publications and Web sites. 

"In 2001,1 advertised on a 
Web site that hooked up free-
lancers with people or compa-
nies who needed contract work 
of one kind or another," she 
said. "Aside from writing the 
normal articles and doing press 
releases, I offered to do transla-
tions from German into 
English with the help of my 
German husband." 

That's when Tom Adler 
entered the picture. 

Adler, a 64-year-old retired 
civil rights lawyer from San 
Diego, had been doing research 
on his family tree for a long 
time. A native of Austria, Adler 
is the grandson of Austrian 
musicologist Guido Adler. 

Tom Adler emigrated to the 

have been best known as a 
conductor. He finished his 
conducting career in New York 

and the Philharmonic. 
• Even though Anika Scott can 
translate German she still 
takes lessons in the language 
every week. • 

United States as an infant with 
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script and I had a lot of docu-
ments in German that I was 
having translated by a former 
member of the Hitler Youth," 
Adler said. "He had some phys-
ical problems so I put an ad on 
the Internet for a translator 
and Anika answered it" 

Adler send her a packet of 
letters to translate, and the 
story began to unfold, 

"The letters were written 
mostly by Rudolf von Ficker, an 
anti-Nazi Austrian musicolo-
gist" Scott said. "They were 
immediately post-war and writ-
ten to the composer Egon 
Wellesz, an Austrian who spent 

the German army marched into 
Austria and claimed it. He had 
spent years trying to track 
down the whereabouts of his 
grandfather's priceless library 
which included, among other 
things, a manuscript that 
Mahler had presented to his 
grandfather as a gift in 1905. 

LOST MANUSCRIPT 

The manuscript, "Ich bin der 
Welt abhanden gekommen" (I 
am Lost to the World), had dis-
appeared along with the rest of 
the library. In 2000, Adler wrote 
to a music expert in Vienna in 
his search for his grandfather's 
lost possessions. 

He was told that the Mahler 
manuscript had just surfaced at 
Sotheby's Auction House in 
Vienna, where a local attorney 
had put it up for sale. It was his 
search to prove that the manu-
script had belonged to his grand-
father that led him to Scott, 

"I was researching what had 
happened to the Mahler manu-

the war as an exile in England. 
"My husband and I translat-

ed the letters. They gave us bits 
and pieces of what looked to be 
a much larger story. They 
talked ofMelanie, Tom's aunt, 
and her efforts to keep the 
Gestapo at bay as she tried to 

. way to flee Austria after 
the death of her father (Guido 
Adler). 

"Some ofVienna's most 
prominent music academics 
were implicated in the betrayal 
that finally led Melanie to her 

and that to my mind 
enough info for me to start 

talking to Tom about writing 
the whole thing as a book." 

Working by telephone, e-mail 
and regular mail, the two col-
laborated on the book. 

"At the start of the project, he 
sent me via e-mail and snail 
mail every piece of the story," 
Scott said, "documents, photos, 
letters, references to the Adlers 
in secondary sources, just 
absolutely everything. I spent a 
lot of time putting the facts 
together, making links, filling 
in the holes and building the 
narrative." 

CHAPTER BY CHAPTER 

She would write a chapter, 
send it to Adler who would edit 
it and return it to her. 

"It was sometimes hard to 
keep up with Tom in this proj-
ect - he calls it his quest to tell 
the world the truth, and he's 

Anika Scott "helped write Lost to the World, which involves a famous composer, 
foreign intrigue and a lost manuscript. 

pretty obsessed by it." 
Last month, the project 

became a reality with the publi-
cation of Lost to the World, the 
book telling the story of Adler's 
quest, and the mystery and 
intrigue it unraveled. 

Adler also put up a Web site, 
losttotheworld.com, which 
offers excerpts from the book 
and from which it can be pur-

Adler and Scott only met in 
person once. He and his wife 
were in Germany last year, 
where they met and had dinner 

Scott and Klecker. 

"It was quite wonderful 
working with Anika," Adler 
said. "She is very bright and has 
a tremendous grasp of 
European history, which. I do 
not." 

And for Scott, the experience 
was also positive. 

"Tom is an amazingly laid-
back, down-to-earth guy. I've • 
found it extremely easy to work 
with him because he respects 
my abilities and also accepts my 
limitations as a young writer 
and journalist." 

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net | {734) 459-2700 
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ty*s say out of some board deci-
sions. I helped make sure those 
policies didn't go into effect, 
and the community's voice was 
allowed to continue to be spo-
ken" 

Board member Marcy Staley 
has already announced she will 
not seek re-election. She said 
she will use the time to care for 
her mother, who has been diag-
nosed with macular degenera-
tion. " ' ' 

Staley was appointed to fill 
the seat vacated by Steve Guile 
in December 2001, She then 
ran in June 2002 for the one-
y e a x i m e ^ i r ^ t e 
Debra Madonna. 

"I will miss being on the 
board," Staley said. "I've 
enjoyed my tenure, as short as 
it might seem to some people. 
If you add it on to the time I've 

spent on the housing commit-
tee and community council, it's 
been a long career" 

Nominating petitions are 
now available for any resident 
of the school district who is 
registered to vote. Petition 
forms are available at the E. J. 
McClendon Educational 
Center at 454 S. Harvey Street 
in Plymouth. 

Nominating petitions must 
be turned in by Monday, April 
7, at 4 p.m. Candidates can 
either collect a minimum of 40 
signatures of registered voters 

)n school 
district, or, as an alternative, 
pay a $100 filing fee. 

Hie last day a candidate can 
withdraw from the ballot is 

T h u i ^ a j ^ A p r i T l O . 
Any questions concerning 

the June 9 election can be 
directed to elections clerk Liz 
Adams at (734) 416-3095. 

tbruscatoioe, homecomm.net 

Police responded to two 
reports of property damage, 
possibly related to the big 
weekend snowstorm. 

In one instance the owner of 
the management company for 
Pinetree Plaza on Joy Road 
reported a 40-foot pole with 
four lights was knocked down 
some time after 6 a.m. on 
Sunday. 

He said he checked with the 
snowplowing service that had 
_ lowed the lo 
that the pole was OK at 6 a.m. 
when they finished plowing. An 
employee of the party store 
noticed the pole down about 

COP CALLS 

Hardware on Ford Road told 
police some had sprayed graffi-
ti on the back of the store and i 
storage trailer. 

The vandals used blue and 
pink spraypaint. The incident 
occurred sometime over the 
weekend. 

1 -800-579-SELL 
A K r U 

See w t o yea'v® bees missing! 
H ie Observer & Icceafrk Classifieds 

10:30 a.m. No onewitnessed 
the incident apparently, 
although the owner said large 
trucks sometimes use the lot to 
turn around. The pole and 
lights were valued at $6,500. 
In another incident a resident 
of the 800 block of North Lotz 
told police someone apparently 
lost control of a vehicle during 
the storm and knocked down 
her mailbox and a 20-foot tree. 
The vehicle left the scene. 

The mailbox was valued at 
$50 and the tree at $950. 

GRAFFITI PAINTED 

The manager of Sears 

CANTON 6 

An employee of Superbowl 
on Ford Road reported to 
police that sometime between 

11:59 

between 9 p.m. Saturday and 
9:50 a.m. Sunday. 

Damage was estimated at 
$130. Police have no suspects. 

JEWELRY TAKEN 

A resident of the 44000 
block of Proctor told police a: 
watch, a camera and jewelry 
were missing from her home. 

She said she knew the items 
were there Christmas Day, but 

"When she went to 
Feb. 15 they were missing. 

She said a Rolex watch val-
ued at $6,000 was gone along 
with a tennis bracelet valued 

Kiwanis hopes 
t ha t f l owers 
b r i gh ten l ives 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

The Kiwanis Breakfast Club 
of Plymouth-Canton and the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce 
hope that flowers will be the 
key to making people's lives 
brighter on the first day of 
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11 p.m. 
p.m. someone took a bowling 
ball into the men's bathroom 
and used it to smash a wall-
mounted urinal. 

Police interviewed people in 
the area of the bathroom, but 
no one reported seeing any-
thing. Damage was estimated 
at $800. 

GARAGE THEFT 

A resident of the 41000 
block of Simcoe Drive told 
police that between 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 21, and 9:30 a.m. 
the next day someone stole a 
paintball gun from his garage. 

He said he thought the 
garage door was open. The 
gun was valued at $1,700. 

WINDOW SMASHED 

An Emerson Drive resident 
reported that someone 
smashed the driver's door 
window of his 1997 Dodge 
station wagon while it was 
parked at his home. 

The incident occurred 

at $2,800, a . 
mond ring valued at $600 
and a camera valued at $100. 

The woman said she had no 
idea who took the items, 
although she had had a New 
Year's party which about 15 
people attended and a Super 
Bowl party attended by about 
20 people. 

She also said eight to 10 dif-
ferent contractors had been 
working in her home. 

MISSING MOWER? 

A Chad wick Drive resident 
told police that about noon on 
Saturday, Feb. 22, her door-
bell rang. 

When she opened the door 
she didn't see anyone, but a 
power lawnmower was sitting 
on her front porch. 

She said she waited for two 
days to see if someone would 
claim it and no one did. 

She then called Canton 
Police, who took the lawn-
mower into custody. 

Jack Gladden 

mixed spring bouquets and 
roses and plan to deliver them 
Friday, March 21 and Saturday, 
March 22. Proceeds from the 
flower salefund-faiserwill be 
used in scholarship programs 
and to help needy families. 

This means the flower recipi-
ents won't be the only ones 
whose lives are made brighter if 
the sale goes well, said Carol 
Heminger, Kiwanis fund-rais-
ing chair. 

Deliver}' will be provided 
throughout Plymouth and 
Canton and the charge is 
included in the flower price. 
Keller & Stein is providing the 
flowers. 

The choices are mixed 
bouquet or a dozen roses, 
for $18 each. If two to five are 
ordered, the cost is $17 each 
and $16 each for six arrange-
ments or more. Deliveries are 
available between 8 a.m. and 
noon Friday, March 21 and 
Saturday, march 22 and 
between noon and 5 p.m. 
Saturday, March. 23. 

Order forms can be obtained 
by calling Carol Heminger at 
(734)451-3500 or the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce at 
(734)453-4040 and can be 
mailed or faxed. 

•ring 
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on hand. 
In his own memo to the 

board, Minghine wrote: 
"As finance director, I feel it 

is important to make clear to 
the board that at this time we 
do not have a complete fund-
ing package developed for the 
theater project. 

"The board has authorized 
the issuance of up to $8 mil-
lion in debt to fund this proj-
ect, and we have received 
$300,000 from the State of 
Michigan. Based upon the bids 
being considered, the project 

has a total cost of approxi-
mately $11,486,547- This 
leaves a shortfall of $3 mil-

Minghine said that while the 
current plan is to raise the 
additional money through 
contributions raised by 
Project for the Arts, if that 
group were unable to meet 
their pledge, the township 
would be responsible for the 
contracts being awarded. 

"The partnership will bear 
no direct financial responsi-
bility for meeting the obliga-
tions approved by this body," 
he wrote. 

At Tuesday's meeting he 
said the board would be 
authorizing "partial funding 
of this project - $8 or $9 out 

of $11 million." 
"I'm confident we'll raise the 

balance of the funds, but the 
reality is we don't have those 
on hand at this time," he said. 

The board voted unani-
mously to award bids to eight 
contractors to begin basic con-
struction work. 

David Williams, construc-
tion manager for Auch 
Company, said the eight bids,; 
represented about 84 percent 
of the cost for trade work. 

An official groundbreaking 
ceremony is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 20, at the Travis-
Bartlett House on Ridge Road 
just north of the theater site. 

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 
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Tyler, is six miles away. 
In comparison, Dodson 

Elementary, a Plymouth-
Canton school, is less than a 
mile from Huntington Place, 
and the high school complex is 
four miles away. 

In Canton, like many other 
communities in Michigan, the 
school district boundaries tend 
to be jagged. 

That's because when they 

people's individual property 
lines and farms, said Terry 
Bennett, Canton Township 
clerk. 

"You don't cut somebody's 
property in half," Bennett said. 

This me 
dividing the Huntington 

means the box mndary 
gton Place 

and Pheasant View subdivision 
to the north may have, at one 
time, divided one family's farm 
from another. 

But these old boundaries 
mean little to people now. 

"Are these boundaries etched 
in stone?" Dixon said. It would 
make more sense to use major 
roads as boundaries for school 
districts today, he added. 

Zhang said he and many of 
his neighbors previously sent 
their kids to Van Buren 
schools. Now, 73 percent of the 
school-age children in the sub-
divisions either attend private 
or charter schools. Concerns 
about lower test scores in Van 
Buren prompted Zhang and 
others to explore other options. 

Zhang's two sons, ages 8 and 
11, attend Canton Charter, 
Academy on Ford at Ridge. His 
youngest son previously 
attended Tyler Elementary in 
Van Buren. 

"The driving force is educa-
tion. You can see there are sub-
stantial differences between 
the two districts," Zhang said. 

The most recent figures from 
2001 show 42.5 percent of Van 
Buren students passed the 
MEAP test compared to 62.9 
percent of Plymouth-Canton 
students. 

Money is a key issue for both 
school districts. Van Buren 
gets $6,718 per pupil in state 
foundation grants and stands 
to lose if the boundary is 
changed. Plymouth-Canton 
gets $6,525 per pupil and 
stands to gain. 

Zhang and Dixon pleaded 
their case to Wayne Regional 
Educational Service Agency, 
the county's intermediate 
school district. But after learn-
ing they would have to petition 
homeowners again, they with-
drew their initial boundary-
change request. 

Mike Kozicki, executive 
director of employee and legal 
services for Wayne RESA, said 
it is unlikely that the boundary 
will be changed. 

" I don't see it happen a lot," 
Kozicki said. 
, The RESA board can 
approve, deny or not act on 
boundary-change requests. 
Once RESA makes its decision, 
the petitioners will have 10 
days in which they can appeal 
through the state schools 
superintendent. 

Plymouth-Canton 
Superintendent Jim Ryan 

tough to change. 
"It's a very difficult ruling to 

get in your favor," Ryan said. "I 
realize from past experience 
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that these people have 
row to hoe." 

Occasionally school districts 
will voluntarily swap lots, or 
voluntarily turn over lots to 
other districts. Plymouth-
Canton ceded two lots to 
Northville a few years ago. > 

"I did call (Van Buren 
Superintendent Larry Tabor) 
when I received information 
about the request from RESA," 
Ryan said. "I told him that 
there was nothing I was doing 
behind the scenes (to change 
the boundaries)." 

l. He also said that 
he is aware of people's 
cerns about Van Buren 
schools. 

When it comes to the 
MEAP, however, people 
to look beyond the numbers, 

Buren would not want to lose 
any students, he has no say in 
whether or not the boundary 

"I'm not an advocate of the 
MEAP as a strong indicator of 
success or failure," Tabor said, 
adding that his own children 
attended Van Buren schools 
and did very well. 

"We have the same opportu-
nities for success as Plymouth-
Canton,*" he said. " 

hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

(734) 459-2700 

Districts are different demographically 
Demographically, the Van Buren and 

Plymouth-Canton school districts are quite dif-
ferent. Van Buren's total enrollment is 6,219 
students and Plymouth-Canton's is 16,334. 

In Van Buren, an average of 24.4 percent of 
the student population is "economically disad-
vantaged," according to the Standard & Poor's 
school evaluation Web site. 

In Plymouth-Canton, that percentage is 5.7 
percent. 

Median household income in Van Buren is 
^44-,iya compared to $54,3b 8 in jflymouth-

log in at 18.2 percent compared to 31.8 percent 
in Plymouth-Canton. 

Average property values per student are also 
quite different. 

In Van Buren, it is $151,942 and in 
Plymouth-Canton, it is $234,903. 

The gap is narrower in some areas. In Van 
Buren, 82.1 percent of adults possess a high 
school diploma compared to 89.9 in Plymouth-
Canton. 

Lone-parent households with children make 
"up 13.4 percent in Van Buren, 11.1 percent in 
Plymouth-Canton. 

Adults with bachelor's degrees in Van Buren Source: www.ses.standarandpoors.com. 
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Drs. Frank Patino, left, and Larry Faliat discuss the procedure before entering 
the operating room. 

SURGERY 
FROM PAGE A1 

r ; 

into the region. While touring 
a town called Cnastica, Patino 
noticed the deplorable condi-
tions — open sewage and flies 
all over the place, earning filth 
from sewage to food. Nearly 
every child in the town was ill. 

It was also in Cnastica 
Patino found what would be 
Health Help's first clubfoot 
patient, a young boy named 
Hector. Health Help has 
screened some 60 children in 
Santo Domingo, and arranges 
for a couple of surgeries each 
year. 

To make the program work, 
Patino needed help. He got it 
from Oakwood, which donates 
its facilities. He got it from Dr. 
Lawrence Faliat, an Oakwood 
surgeon who specializes in foot 
and ankle surgery and who 
donates his time. He got it in 
Dr. Taufiek Alhadi, the anes-
thesiologist and chief of anes-
thesiology at Oakwood 
Annapolis, who also donates 
his services. 

HELPING HANDS 

And he got it from families 
like Jiminez-Browns. 

Her husband, William 
Brown, works for the pharma-
ceutical giant Pfizer, as does 
Patino. 

The firm sent a company 
memo around seeking host 
families for Patino's project. 
Jiminez-Brown remembered 
meeting another Dominican 
child whose host mother didn't 
speak Spanish, Jiminez-
Brown's native tongue. 

"That left a lasting impres-
sion on me," Jiminez-Brown 
says. "I do speak Spanish, and I 
could be helping." 

She began helping about a 
month ago, when Imanol 
arrived, ironically from the 
same Dominican Republic 
town from which Jiminez-
Brown hails. 

The decision to help didn't 
come until after lengthy and 
frank discussions in the family, 
which includes 11-year-old 
daughter Jessica and 3-year-
old Elena. 

"We talked about it for 
awhile," Jiminez-Brown 
recalls. "(Jessica and Elena) 
were initially excited." 

It's been an adjustment. 
Jiminez-Brown, a Chelsea resi-
dent, is used to dealing with 
daughters, and the introduc-
tion of a boy into the mix has 
had its effects. 

Scheduling has presented 
the largest challenge, since 
Imanol wasn't on much of a 
routine when he arrived. 
Jiminez-Brown worked hard 

I 

Anesthesiologist Taufiek Aihadi, right, smiles at Altagracia as imanol feels the effect of the pre-surgery medication 

Altagracia Jiminez-Brown and her husband, William, wait out the procedure in 
the waiting room. 

THE SURGERY 

Imanol is wheeled into sur-
gery shortly before 8 a.m. 
Faliat. will attempt what is 
technically called correction of 
congenital talipes equinovarus 
bilaterally — clubfeet in both 
feet. The achilles tendon is so 
tight "we can't bring the foot 
up 90 degrees to the leg," Faliat 

in the early days getting him 
into one. Mixing in with his 
new "sisters" has also been 
tough, particularly on Elena. 

But it's also been a help in 
Imanol's development. 

"He's definitely all boy," 
Jiminez-Brown says, smiling. 
"Since we got him, he's been 
trying to do the things a 3-
year-old does, like Elena." 

While Imanol has treated 
Elena much like a brother 
would treat a sister — there's 
been some hair-pulling inci-
dents that have scared her — 
it's been different for 11-year-
old Jessica, who has accepted 
the responsibility of being an 

"It's just like having a little 
brother," Jessica says. "It's a big 
responsibility to be the big sis-
ter." 

THE DAY ARRIVES 

The day of the surgery finally 
arrives. It had originally been 
scheduled for Valentine's Day, 
but Imanol got a cold and "a 
really bad cough," and his pedi-
atrician, Dr. Nutan Saxena, 
made the decision to delay the 
surgery until Tuesday. 

"He had some breathing 
problems, so we gave him 
some medicine," says Saxena, a 
pediatrician who works at 
Oakwood's medical center in 
Canton and, like virtually 
everyone involved in the proj-
ect, donates her services. "He's 
in good health. I think he'll 
come through the surgery OK." 

Imanol lies on the gurney, 
balloon caricatures of Scooby 
Doo and Elmo tethered to the 
side. Jiminez-Brown and her 
husband are right next to him 
as the parade of medical peo-
ple files by. There's Dr. Alhadi, 
who orders an oral sedative to 
calm the active young boy, 
who, as always, is all smiles, 
even at 6:30 a.m. 

For Alhadi, in his fourth year 
of helping these children, these 
operations are a chance to 
sharpen perspective. 

"Often in this business, we're 
busy doing things in a selfish 
mode at times," Alhadi says. 
"At times, we lose perspective 
about why we're in this busi-
ness in the first place. It's nice 
to be able to help children in 

Nurse Vicky Hladysh tries to 
help Jiminez-Brown coax 
Imanol into taking the med-
ication, even pretending to 
give it to Scooby first. 

But Imanol balks at the first 
taste, and they resort to the 
old-fashioned way — holding 
him down and getting him to 
drink it. 

Faliat, who has done several 
of these corrections as part of 
his work with a pair of non-
profit agencies, stops in to 

check on the boy. 
Soon, Imanol's eyes begin to 

droop, and he's ready for the 
operating room. As doctors 
wheel him away, Jiminez-
Brown and her husband find 
their place in the lobby and 
begin the vigil. It's the first 
time in about 36 hours, while 
the family prepared for the 
surgery, that the couple has a 
chance to relax. 

"Any surgery is risky," 
Jiminez-Brown said. "I was a 
nervous wreck all day, even 
though he's not my child." 

That's not to say she doesn't 
have anything invested in this 
child; she obviously does. The 
connection is actually fairly 
strong, although Jiminez-
Brown admits she constantly 
has to remind herself Imanol 
isn't her son; it's an effort to 
stave off any strong emotional 
attachment. 

They are connected in other 
ways, since they come from 
the same small Dominican 
town. She talks to Imanol's 
parents frequently, reassuring 
them their son is in good 
hands. And the boy's family 
has done some checking of its 
own. 

"Imanol's mother looked up 
my family," says Jiminez-
Brown, whose father's family 
still lives in the Dominican 
Republic. "For her, it was a lot 
better. When she met my fam-
ily, she felt much better." 

explained. 
With clubfeet, the foot is 

turned so the child, according 
to Faliat,'is literally walking on 
the tops of his feet. 

"It's like the foot and ankle 
were put on upside down and 
backward," Faliat says. "A ten-
don in a child is like kite 
string; the nerves are like 
threads. It's very meticulous 
surgery." 

And while it's going on — 
Faliat told the Browns it could 
take as long as three hours — 
the family waits in the lobby 
leafing through magazines and 
talking with reporters and 
family members. 

The family has swarmed 
around Imanol, treating him 
like one of its own. Sisters, 
aunts, cousins and uncles — all 
helping the Browns take care 
of him. 

"They're really fond of 
Imanol," Jiminez-Brown says. 
"On Saturday, they took turns 
baby-sitting him." 

With magazine pages being 
flipped and coffee being drunk, 
the family waits for word. 
Roughly an hour into the sur-
gery, Alhadi, the anesthesiolo-
gist, comes out to let them 
know the first foot is taking a 
little longer than expected, but 
that everything is going well. 

He returns a couple of times 
with updates, letting Jiminez-
Brown and her husband know 
that Imanol is holding up well. 

"You feel anxious to be done 
and know the outcome," 
Jiminez-Brown says. "(But) I 
know he's in good hands, so 

His feet bound in plaster casts, little Imanol sleeps in Altagracia's arms in the 
recovery room shortly after surgery. 

that's reassuring." 
It's a reassurance Imanol's 

parents were looking for 
Monday night, when Jiminez-
Brown kept the youngster up 
past his bedtime so he could -
talk to them. It's been rough on 
them, she says, having their 
son up here, powerless to help 
him themselves. 

"We called them (Monday) 
night, and kept Imanol up 
until 8:30," Jiminez-Brown 
says. "But he was so tired, he 
kept pushing the phone away. 
You could hear the parents say-
ing 'I love you.' I tried to reas-
sure them, but they've been so 
worried." 

IT'S OVER 

Finally, some three hours 
after wheeling Imanol into sur-
gery, Faliat and Patino emerge 
from the operating room with 
good news — the operation 
was a complete success. The 
right foot took the longest, 
Faliat says, because it 
appeared to have the worst of 
the deformity. But it provided 
a roadmap for the left foot, 
surgery on which went much 
faster. 

flit' l l f „ 

U 

Recovery room nurse Cheryl Rowan, left, and Alta attempt to comfort Imanol in a crib with his two new plasiter.casts; in 
place shortly after the procedure. He was having nothing of it, though and continued to fuss until Alta picked 
and held him. 

Dr. Frank Patino, right, explains the procedure to William Brown. 

Imanol will be in casts 
above the knee down, casts 
that will be shortened periodi-
cally over the next few 
months. There shouldn't be 
much, if any, physical therapy 
required, outside of perhaps a 
special pair of shoes. 

Faliat expects a full recov-
ery; in fact, he thinks Imanol 
may start walking while he's 
still in the casts. 

"Many times the children do 
that," he says. "You can't keep 
them down. He should be able 
to walk up to Mom and Dad 
when he goes home. That's 
what we'd love to see." 

It's what Jiminez-Brown 
and her family would love to 
see, as well,-although they're 
worried about how he'll react 
to the casts because of how 
active he is. 

Jiminez-Brown talks about 
finding some Spanish-lan-
guage children's videos to help 
Imanol bide his time until he 
figures out how to move 
around. 

In the meantime, she'll con-
tinue battling the emotional 
attachment as she prepares to 
send this young child with the 
infectious smile and happy 
demeanor back to the 
Dominican Republic. 

She has an uncle who wants 
to take him home, but 
Jiminez-Brown won't make : 
the trip. 

"I've fought the urge this 
whole time, and kept telling 
myself, 'He's not your child,'" 
Jiminez-Brown says. "I've 
been able to do it so far. Ask 
me again when he goes home." 

To donate to Health Help Project Inc.,-
run by Dr. Frank Patino of Plymouth, 
send contributions to Health Help 
Project Inc., P.O. Box 557912, Miami, FL 
33255. 

bkadrichioe.homecommjiet 

{734)459-2700 
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Big clock in the works for Canton 
James Raymond Doyle 

Services for James Doyle, 73, 
of Northville were held Feb. 26 
at St. Kenneth Catholic Church 
with the Rev. Joseph Mallia 
officiating. Burial was at 
Riverside Cemetery in 
Plymouth. 

Mr. Doyle was born July 27, 
1929, in Detroit and died Feb. 
21 in Mesa, Ariz. He spent 37 
years in education. He first 
came to the Plymouth school 
system, where he taught physi-

of 

cal education and miscella-
neous other classes. He then 
became a counselor in 
Plymouth and then assistant 
principal of the old Plymouth 
High School, now Central 
Middle School. 

He then transferred to the 
Wayne-Westland district where 
he began his career in school 
administration. He was assis-
tant superintendent of schools 
in West Bloomfield and 
deputy superintendent 
schools in Troy. 

He was a 30-year member of 
St. Kenneth Catholic Church in 
Plymouth Township. When 
able, he attended church every 
day. 

He was a graduate of Central 
Michigan University, where he 
was a basketball star. He 
received his master's and doc-
torate in education from Wayne 
State University. 

He was a member of the 
Michigan Education 
Association, at times he bar-
gained for both sides. 

He loved golf, swimming and 
trawling. His special joy was 
spending time with his family, 
especially his 13 grandchildren. 

Survivors include wife of 43 
years, Barbara Ann Doyle of 
Northville; sons, Tim (Claudia) 
Doyle of Northvile, Tom (Cindi) 
Doyle of Hudson, Wis., and 
Doug (Shawn) Doyle of Grand 
Rapids; daughter, Ann (Rob) 
Martin of Chandler, Ariz.; 13 
grandchildren; brothers, Tom 
Doyle of Trenton, Jack 
(Barbara) Doyle of Trenton mid 
Lam' (JoAnne) Doyle of North 
Carolina, 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Angela Hospice, 
Livonia Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Mercy Bathey 
A memorial service for Mercy 

Bathey, 88, of Naples, Fla., (for-
merly of Northville) will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
March 1, at the Unity of Naples 
Church in Naples, Fla. 

Mrs. Bathey died Feb. 19 in 
Naples. She had moved to 
Naples from Northville in 1963. 
She had more friends than she 
could ever count and all who 
knew her, loved her. She was 
an avid sports enthusiast, 
en 

railroad when he was 14 and 
retired from the Ford Motor 
Company-Rawsonville Plant, 
where he was in sales. After he 
retired, he opened a tool and 
gauge plant "Etronic" in Detroit 
until 1974. He was born and 
raised in Plymouth and was a 
life-long member of St. John's 
Episcopal Church and a life-
long member of the Plymouth 
Rode Masonic Lodge. He 
enjoyed gardening and travel-
ing with his wife. 

and fishing as well as a world-
class ice skater and an accom-
plished pilot 

Survivors include daughter, 
Carole Jem (Jim) Frederick of 
Plymouth; son, William B. 
Henry of Franklin, Tenn.; 

BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

The Canton Rotary Club 
thinks Canton needs a clock. 
And not just any clock. A dock 
that will symbolize a downtown 
atmosphere... like the ones in 
downtown Plymouth and 
Northville. 

The only problem is where is 
downtown Canton? 

That was the proposal, and 
the question, raised at 

would cost about $30,000 
based on similar docks in 
Plymouth and Northville and a 
new project now under way in 
the dty ofWayne. 

"We are here seeking your 
advice and support for this 
project," he told members of the 
DDA board. "The dub is com-
mitted to going forward with 
this, but we need'some direc-
tion." 

Considering that the DDA 
district runs the length of Ford 

Member Greg Greene sug-
gested the area of Ford and 
Morton Taylor might be a more 
central location, while Tim Ford 
mentioned the site of the Bob 
Evans restaurant at Ford and I-
275 might be appropriate. That 
restaurant is being rebuilt and a 
new township entry sign is part 
of that project. 

The board agreed to support 
the efforts of the Rotary Club in 
its project and the dub agreed 
to work with the DDA the 

which will be her true legacy 
will be that of the generous phi-
lanthropist. 

It was the sheer joy of giving, 
both of her time and her funds, 
that Mercy's light shone brigh-
est. Her loving heart and won-
derful smile was the true spirit 
of Mercy's heart. 

Mrs. Bathey was preceded in 
death by her son, David 
Lawrence in 1976 and her hus-
band of 54 years, Doug Bathey, 
in 1992. 

Survivors indude son, Hank 
(Linda) Bathey of Napa, Calif., 
son, Richard (Judie) Bathey of 
Mission Viejo, Calif.; grandchil-
dren, Wendy Bathey Korzelius, 
Bam Bathey Holmes, Daniel 
Bathey, and Lorena Moerbeck; 
great-grandchildren, Jessika 
Korzelius, David Korzelius, 
Kendall Moerbeck, mid Bryce 
Moerbeck; and sister, Maijorie 
Selmeir of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made in 
her memory to the following 
charities: The David Lawrence 
Foundation, 6075 Golden Gate 
Parkway, Naples, FL 34116; 
The Education Foundation of 
Collier County, 2590 Golden 
Gate Parkway #101, Naples, FL; 
or Hie Boys and Girls Club of 
Collier County, P.O. Box 889, 
Naples, FL 34101. 

Edward Henry 
Services for Edward Henry, 

90, of Plymouth, will be held at 
noon, Tuesday, March 4, at St. 
John's Episcopal Church with 
the Rev. Lew Trawler officiat-
ing. 

Mr. Henry was born May 24, 
1912, in Plymouth and died 
Feb. 23 in Plymouth. 

He started working for the 
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the Downtown Development 
Authority. 
, Dr. Gerald Ebmeyer, a 

Mason of Calif., William 
(Selina) Maxwell of Calif., and 
Jacquelyn A. (Steve) Schlum of 
Plymouth; mid great-grand-
children, Ashley, Nicholas, 
Corty, Madison, and Madaine. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to St John's Episcopal 
Church in Plymouth. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Paul Scott Dark 
A memorial service for Paul 

Dark, 51, of Canton will be held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday March 8 at 
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home in 
Farmington. 

Mr. Dark was born Nov. 14, 
1951, in Detroit and died Feb. 
20 in Dearborn. He was a die 
maker for Ford Motor Co. for 
30 years. He was a graduate of 
Clarenceville High School. He 
was ablues and jazz enthusiast 
and loved to cook. 

Survivors indude parents, 
Jeanie (Jim) Everhart of South 
Lyon; brothers, Francis 
(Barbara) Dark ofWayne, 
Steven Dark of Alabama, 
Christopher Dark of Livonia, 
Tom Lawson, and Walt G.; sis-
ters, Betty Sue (Jim) Gault of 
South Lyon, and Marguerite 
Dark of Livonia; aunts, Susan 
Earl and Margaret (Bob) 
Nixon; nephews, Jamie, Jack, 
Dakota and Sunny; nieces, 
Shawn, Danica, Fionna, Caitlin 
and Ava. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of Michigan, 3390 
Pinetree Road, Ste. 20, 
Lansing, MI 48911-4212. 

Arrangements made by 
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home. 

Rotary, said the dub is interest-
ed in being involved in a specific 
community project and mem-
bers are prepared to devdop 
and fund the dock project 

He estimated the project 

Road from just west of Canton 
Center to the Westland bound-
ary, the question of what would 
be the best location was the 
main topic of discission. 

Board member Melissa 
McLaughlin suggested the 
southeast corner of Canton 
Center and Ford roads at the 
already constructed TCF bank 
plaza might be a good location. 

project progresses. 
Also at the meeting 

McLaughlin, who also serves on 
the township board and the 
planning, commission, was 
elected chair, replacing Ralph 
Shufeldt, who resigned in 
January. Catherine Foege was 
re-elected vice chair and Dave 

; was re-elected secre-
'i-

tary/treasurer. 

Panel: Use common sense, not duct tape 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 

STAFF WRITER 

More than 100 people filed 
into the Livonia Public 
Library's auditorium, seeking 
answers about homeland secu-
rity from those they hoped 
would be in-the-know. Hie 
Tuesday evening meeting was 
the first Town Hall meeting to 
be hosted by the Wayne County 
Homeland Security 
Commission. 

The commission will hold 
other similar meetings iij. each 
district throughout the county. 
Panelists included Wayne 
County Executive Robert 
Ficano and newly appointed 
county director of homeland 
security Tony Shannon, as well 
as county commissioners and 
public safety officials. 

Emergency preparedness 
wasn't a concern of Sylvia 
Finnegann of Canton, who said 
her home is well prepared for 
emergencies of most types. 
What she wanted to know is 
how to get out of the metropoli-
tan area in the event of evacua-

"I moved to Florida the week 
of Hurricane Andrew. You 
would be very surprised to see 

evacu-
said. "The worst side 

of human nature comes out." 

said people panicked as 
they tried to escape Florida. 

"People were stuck on the 
highways for hours at a time, 
not moving. People were driv-
ing on the grass and in the 
medians. They were armed. I 
was never so scared in,my life," 
she said. "What can you tell me, 
if anything, to assure me this 
won't happen on 1-696 or I-
275?" 

Unfortunately, there are no 
guarantees, panelists told her. 

"We will be able to move our 
people as quickly as possible," 
Shannon said. "People are 
going to do exactly what you're 
talking about." 

Still others wanted to know if 
Livonia's emergency sirens 
would go off in the event of a . 
security threat (the answer: yes, 
they will), and do they need 
duct tape (not necessarily), or 
where to find the designated 
emergency shelters in Livonia 
(the middle schools and high 
schools). 

The homeland security com-
mission is a little behind sched-
ule, according to chairwoman 
Lyn Bankes. However, it is now 
meeting regularly and hosting 
informational meetings to keep 
residents informed. 

commission was recently 
250,000 to develop a 

homeland security master plan. 

"What we realized (during 
the time after Sept. 11,2001) is 
that we are an important area 
because we are a border com-
munity," Ficano said. "We have 
an : \ 

plan under the charter, but the 
concept behind homeland secu-
rity is to be proactive as well a? 
plan for emergency manage-
ment. 

As for preparing for emer-
gencies, Ficano suggested com-
mon sense. 

"Most of this stuff, if you 
were to sit down for an hour by 
yourself you could figure out on 
your own," he said. 

However, planning for specif-
ic emergencies is futile right 
now, because actions will vary 
depending on the type of emer-
gency and even which way the 
wind is blowing, said Livonia 
police Lt. Ron Dehne. 

"This is a new era to us," said 
Shannon, who recalls "duck 
and cover" exercises when he 
was a schoolboy. 

"But times were good.... we 
went into a lull. Then the 
planes came. We expected 
nuclear attacks. We expected 
weapons of mass destruction. 
Who ever thought of an air-
plane with gas? Who ever 
thought of fertilizer? We forgot 
the inside and what threats 
come from inside." 
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with interest rates that rise! 
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i l i a t y o i j r r a t e s w f f l r i s e . 
Now you can invest up to two years with 
increasing interest rates.. guaranteed. A two-
year CD with four six-month intervals 
allows you the option to withdraw your 
funds at the end of each interval—without 
penalty. Or you can keep your investment 
right where it is and watch your Bising Star 
CD* grow at a higher rate of interest. 

Member FDIC © N e w Liberty Bank 
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New liberty 
A bank you can call your own 

245 N. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

(734) 455-15111 (734) 455-1396 fax 
•No public funds, 2-year term. Early withdrawal penalty will 
be imposed unless withdrawal is made within 10 calendar days 
after the end of any interval. $500 minimum deposit to open 
and no additional deposits can me made on open account. Initial 
APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is 2.17% and will be in effect 
for 6 months. The nest six months the APY is 2.94%, for the 
next aix months after that the APY is 3,71%. From that time on, 
the APY is 4.49%.These interest rates result in a composite APY 
of 3.33%. This APY is available through March 31, 

oeeig7*re* 

M 

U 
s 
i 
f 

; 4 
> A 

8 

* 
% 

" t 

• - - 2 » 



A S (C) Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, February 27,2003 

OUR VIEWS 

High schoolers 

for war coverage 
In this day and age when too many parents are all too 

willing to cede responsibility for their children to teach-
ers, school officials should be lauded for forcing that 
responsibility back where it belongs. 

Still , we t h ink P lymou th -Can ton Schools 
Superintendent J im Ryan went a step too far in that 
direction when he decided to withhold live coverage of a 
potential war with Iraq from students in the district. 

In a letter sent to all parents, Ryan said no live radio or 
television would be allowed in K-12 classrooms, citing the 
graphic nature of television these days. 

Ryan acknowledged his decision would probably anger 
teachers at Plymouth-Canton Educational Park, who 
"believe it would be very appropriate for their curriculum 
t o b e s h o w i n g i t . " 

e teachers ... are correct. 
While we agree with Ryan's general sentiment that par-

ents should decide what their children should see on tele-
vision, it seems more important to us that students who 
are studying history shouldn't be sheltered from history 
in the making. 

Allowing students to watch and learn as the war hap-
pens enhances the education experience by allowing 
frank and open discussion of current events as they hap-
pen. It seems a bit counterproductive to us to hamstring a 
teacher's ability to delve into the events of a national cri-
sis by not letting students have access to information vital 
to any such teaching. 

Ryan is trying to be responsive to concerns expressed 
by parents who think children already watch too much 
television in classrooms. But there's a big difference 
between watching history unfold and watching an Austin 
Powers videotape. 

And while we applaud Ryan's desire to keep graphic 
images away from students, we also suggest he take a 
look at some of the video games these children play. 
Graphic images aren't going to be a problem, particularly 
for high school students. 

We think it's a good idea to keep live coverage of the 
war, if it happens, away from elementary school children 
and perhaps even middle schoolers. 

But high school-age children represent our future. They 
represent the generation that will be fighting the war. 

We ask high school students to be mature in so many 
ways. It seems hypocritical to turn around and tell them 
they aren't mature enough to handle history in the making. 

Common sense is 
the best protection 

In the depths of the Cold War in the 1950s and '60s the 
threat of nuclear attack was real and frightening. 

Hie government was faced with the challenge of keeping 
the public on hi^i alert while not stirring panic. It respond-
ed in less than stellar style. School children were taught to 
"duck and cover" under their desks (as if that would provide 
protection from a nuclear blast) while their parents were 
encouraged to dig bomb shelters in the back yard. 

Today we are faced with the threat or terrorism, includ-
ing nuclear terror, and advised by the government to buy 
duct tape to seal up our rooms. 

Have we learned nothing in 50 years of threats from 
one source or another? Our government today issues a 
rainbow of alerts to keep us apprehensive, often without 
offering any reason for what prompted the latest warning. 

The government, of course, is in somewhat of a no-win 
situation. No one appears to want to unnecessarily alarm 
the public, yet if a terrorist attack should occur without 
an alert being issued there no doubt would be hell to pay. 

The bottom line here is common sense. Anyone want-
ing to create a safe room should do some investigating on 
the proper procedure on what works and what doesn't. 
Information is available on the Internet. Take stock of 
your surroundings and evaluate them. 

Hie common sense approach is true in dealing with the 
entire threat of terrorism. No one need live in constant 
fear. We must be vigilant, of course, but more than any-
thing, that means securing our water supply, protecting 
nuclear plants and closely monitoring our airports. We 
are also confident that government is working on many 
intelligence fronts to derail terrorists. 

But the CIA, FBI and Department of Homeland Security 
should leave the handyman products in the tool box. 
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Craia Dahl, from left, Dave Koehler and Audrey Olenzek hold signs protesting abortion in front of Mercy High School Saturday. The protest was part of the 
uproar over Mercy's decision first to eliminate, then reinstate lunch with Gov. Jennifer Granholm as part of its auction items. 

Gods and Generals 
I read with interest mi article by Doug 

Johnson concerning a new Civil War 
movie called Gods and Generals (Canton 
Observer, Feb. 16, page Al) which opened 
recently. 

A teacher from the Christian Academy 
is quoted as saying: "You can also see in 
titie Bible pencil marks and writing where 
they highlight passages justifying slavery. 
I tell my students how and why many 
Southerners thought they were right and 
that they would win the war." 

I think saying many Southerners could 
easily be misunderstood as to mean all 
Americans living in the southern states at 
the time. That was far from the case. In 
North Carolina, more than half of the 
population was against secession. 

Many of the soldiers in the rebel army 
were conscripted illegally, taken by force 
or were mercenaries paid to take the 
place of others. To be fair, the practice of 
paying someone to take your place was 
also practiced by people in the northern 
states. 

An incident occurred in eastern North 
Carolina toward the end of the war. At 
that time, many southerners did not 
believe they were right and the soldiers 
were deserting at an extraordinary rate. 
Gen. Pickett was in command of the 
region. He captured and caused to be 
hung many Union soldiers who had cho-
sen to remain loyal and join the United 
States Army. 

Hie brutality of the action was 
unprecedented and was unnecessary. His 
part in this war crime and the hanging of 
the San Patricio Batallion during the 
Mexican-American War has never been s 
made clear to most Americans. His fame 
included putting the flag atop a fortress 
at Mexico City at which exact moment 
the men were hung. His life, like many of 
the men of that time, has become the 
stuff of legend. It would do us all good to 
look behind the mists and to seek out the 
truth. The Civil War caused great hard-
ship and destruction to our nation. It is 
said that 600,000 died. The conflict, 
though over a century ago, still brings to 
sharp contrast differences amongst our 
peoples. I don't need to list them all here, 
but keep in mind the recent bad business 
about certain flags which are still flying 
above some state capitols. 

There is also the issue of the remains of 
the men of the USS Monitor and the CSS 
Hunley. Their final resting place was pil-
laged in order to get to the turret and 
have it displayed in a Virginia museum. 
The remains of the men have been, at 
various times, stored in refrigerators and 
sent to the United States Army Genetics 
Lab in Hawaii, Ostensibly for tests. The 
remains of the men in the CSS Hunley 
have been in cold storage since they were 
dragged from the mud in Charleston 
Harbor. Money from a Hollywood pro-
duction about them was supposed to be 
used to bury them with honor, but those 
remains are also being used in experi-
ments. 

I have written and made available for 
free production a play called, I Shall Be 
Released which details the sorry situa-
tion about the murder of the Union 

LETTERS 
Soldiers in Kinston, N.C. You can view it 
in its entirety at: http://users.tm.net/bell-
green/1 am not planning on making 
money on the play. It is for historical pur-
poses. If anything comes of it at all, I ask 
that anyone that reads it would petition 
for the remains of the men of the Hunley 
and the Monitor to be intered immedi-
ately. 

Alfred Lee Brock 
Canton 

Creative use of land 
Now that the Bathey property belongs 

to the city of Plymouth, I believe this is 
the time for thinking creatively for the 
use of the land. I think of it as a blank 
canvas that can be used by the City 
Council of Plymouth creatively. What a 
great opportunity! 

It was mentioned that the zoning could 
be changed from industrial to residential. 
I would suggest that some of the property 
be made into recreational property or a 
park. This is always a need in the 
Plymouth community and it is a rare 
opportunity to have a large parcel of land 
given to the city. 

I would also suggest that communica-
tion be done with the Plymouth-Canton 
school district Possibly some of the land 
could be given to the schools in exchange 
for the school taxes that are due from this 
property. There is then the possibility the 
new school could be built on this proper-
ty and Central Middle School could be 
used for other purposes. 

Some land could still remain for resi-
dential. The sale of this would be a finan-
cial bonus for the city. 

Of course if a small industry is willing 
to buy the property and maintain 
production facility, this would keep some 
of the job opportunities in Plymouth. 

What a great opportunity for the city of 
Plymouth to think "outside the box" and 
come up with the best use of this proper-
ty for the community. 

Aim Ammoffll La Fond, M.D. 
Canton 

Thanks to Stewart 
On Jan. 29,1 sent an e-mail request to 

(state Rep.) John Stewart regarding my 
unemployment benefits. I had not 
received my benefits in over 10 weeks. 
Every attempt I made to resolve this mat-
ter, I hit a brick wall. I was at the end of 
my rope. 

I contacted Mr. Stewart on Jan. 29 
requesting his assistance. I received an 
immediate reply. He sent a letter to the 
Department of Consumer & Industry 
Services on Jan. 30,2003, requesting an 
investigation. I received a phone call on 
Feb. 10,2003, from the department 
advising me that due to the request from 
Mr. Stewart, my claim had been reviewed 
and my checks were being processed and 
sent out to me. 

Mr. Stewart helped me in a way words 
cannot express. I will be forever grateful. 
His immediate response to my request 
was terrific. His letters made me feel I 
was really important to him, and that he 
really cared. Words can not express my 
appreciation. 

This is the first time I have ever in my 
life contacted my state representative. 
What a wonderful experience I have had 
with my dealings with Mr. Stewart He is 
a man who really does care. I had 
nowhere else to turn. My entire life had 
been turned upside down bu t thanks to 
Mr. Stewart I'm getting back on track 

He is a man of his word. He told me he 
would follow this through, and he did. I 
will be forever grateful. I would like to 
thank Mr. Stewart from the bottom of my 
heart. I'm proud to have him as my state 
representative. 

Joan Gorys 
Plymouth 

Don't silence war debate 
I was deeply disturbed by (people who) 

characterize those who question our gov-
. ernment's policies on Iraq and who urge 
their communities to engage and take a 
stand as un-patriotic. 

I am against the war in Iraq and sup-
port the movement to encourage city 
councils to pass resolutions and state-
ments against war. I also consider myself 
a patriot. To me, American patriotism is 
more about being loyal to the ideals of 
America — "liberty and justice for all" — 
then blindly supporting every action of 
our government. 

I was outraged by Sept 11.1 also see 
the ruling powers of Iraq as oppressive. 
However, in my opinion, war is an easy 
answer to our past mistakes. We must 
face the fact that the super powers of the 
20th century ravaged the peoples of the 
developing world. If we are serious about 
regime change, human rights and stabili-
ty, we should also be serious about debt 
relief for poor countries and our commit-
ment to battling global poverty'. We, as a 
global leader, should be more about 
building nations than destroying them. 

I applaud those who raise their voices 
in opposition of war and call for peaceful 
and just resolutions to international con-
flict I am troubled and saddened by 
those who would seek to silence any voice 
in the public discourse and by officials, at 
the local, state and national level, who 
believe it is not their responsibility to face 
the pressing issues of our day. 

Livonia 

' SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content -

Malt: 
Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
794 S. Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

(734)459-4224 

E-mail: 
bkadrich@oe,homecomm.net 

1 QUOTABLE 
"I thought I had prepared by reading about the conditions there, but I don't think you can really be prepared until you 
actually live it. People were gracious, very generous, very happy we'd come to see how they five and bow they worship.' 
- Jacquelyn Hayes, Plymouth resident, on her trip to Nigeria 
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Education cuts can 
really hurt in long run 
Much of last week's news had to do with 

the budget mess Michigan is in. 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm took a second 
whack at the state's budget deficit for this fis-
cal year, announcing an executive order cut-
ting nearly $160 million in spending this fis-
cal year. 

departments, mostly by not replacing employ-
ees who have left. 

9 A 12.5 percent reduction in grants going 
to the Life Sciences Corridor, 
a program funded by the 
tobacco settlement that's 
supposed to fund biotech 
research at universities and 
hospitals. 

^ • Cuts in the budget for 
the governor's office (includ-
ing a 10 percent cut in 
Granholm's $177,000 
salary), the Legislature ($2.1 
million) and the Judiciary 
($1.1 million). 

Granholm's cuts were 
promptly approved by the 

Legislature. In response to Granholm's sug-
gestions for cutting legislative salaries, several 
lawmakers countered by proposing sale of the 
governor's mansion on Mackinac Island. No 
doubt they reckoned the estimated $1.5 mil-
lion sale price would take a big chunk out of 
the $160 million deficit. 

Gov. Granholm has also been going around 
the state delivering a PowerPoint tutorial to 
explain how the state's deficit for the coming 
fiscal year grew to $1.8 billion, 20 percent of 
the $8.9 million general fund. By all accounts, 
her performance has been impressive. At the 
Detroit Women's Economic Club last 
Wednesday, she used an interactive voting sys-
tem to let the audience choose which pro-
grams should bear the brunt of the cuts. The 
majority chose to preserve spending for K-12 
schools, prisons and health care, while com-
munity colleges and universities would get cut. 

Higher education leaders were dismayed. 
Already reeling from two rounds of budget 
cuts — former Gov. John Engler's $42 million 
reduction last year and Granholm's recent 
$30 million reduction — universities were 
hardly happy at Granholm's offhand com-
ments to the effect that "there is fat in colleges 
and universities." 

Certainly, Michigan colleges and universi-
ties should be expected to shoulder their fair 
share of whatever budget cuts are required. 
But the fact of the matter is that Michigan 
universities get about $1,000 less per student 

in state funds than competing states. The 
issue here is how much of a cut to higher edu-
cation can be made without causing serious, 
long-term damage and unendurable tuition 
increases. To her credit, Granholm also hinted 
that the $30 million or so of (so far 
unscathed) public money that now goes to 

block as well. 
Plainly, the risk here is that things can go 

too far, too fast in the urge to slash. A good 
indication comes from a legislative leader, 
Rep. Marc Shulman (R-West Bloomfield), 
who is chair of the House Appropriations 
Committee. Over the years, I've had several 
interesting talks with Shulman, a thoughtful 
guy who wisely passed up a chance to run for 
the state Senate in order to try to bring com-
mon sense to an appropriations process that 
will need every bit of i t 

"If you can find a silver lining in all this 
chaos," Shulman said, "it's that it gives us a 
chance to look closely at what the state budget 
should really be composed of. In the past, it 
was easy to just cut 3-4 percent across the 
board, but this is not necessarily the most 
effective thing to do or the best in the long run. 

"There are some areas where cuts are 
appropriate and others where we should be 
careful. Education, for example, is an invest-
ment in our stock of human capital and skills 
that drives our economic growth and keeps 
our best people here in Michigan. Some states 
have cut education across the board, and 
they're going to discover that can really hurt 
in the long run." 

Shulman has introduced legislation calling for 
creation of a Government Efficiency l&sk Force 
that would review Ihe relationship between state 

grams receiving state funds. "Now is the time to 
scrutinize careMly a lot of programs in detail*" 
he said "There are grants and contracts that 
don't require federal matching that come to 
$640 million. That's a lot of money, and we need 
to look carefully at whether we are really getting 
full value for money from these." 

Shulman's approach — thoughtful, careful 
— is just what I would hope would be the leg-
islative response to Granholm's budget pro-
posals, which are bound to be radical once she 
starts looking at the estimated $1.8 billion 
deficit for the fiscal year that starts this 
October. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company 
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get 
your reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or 
at ppower@homecomm.net. ' 

our organization is currently conducting a study on used tires 
on various vehicles In several US cities, we collect used tires (Including 

the spare) from target vehicles, and replace them with a new set of the 
same or similar tires, absolutely free of charge to the vehicle owners. 
The only commitment by the owners is the time it takes to exchange 

the tires at an agreed-upon tire shop and answering a brief 
questionnaire about their driving habits. 

Phase 1 of the study Is currently under way in the Detroit 
- " Metropolitan area. The target vehicles are: 

BMW Z3 With Michelin Pilot HX MXM 225/50R16 
. • , . Bulck LeSabre with Firestone Affinity P225/60R16 

Bulck Park Avenue with Mlchelin XW4 P225/60R16 
cadlllac Eldorado with Mlchelin XW4 P225/60R16 

Chevy Blazer with Goodyear wrangler RT/s P235/75R15 
Chevy Prizm with Firestone FR680 P175/65R14 

Chevy suburban with Firestone Steeitex a / t LT245/75R16 Load Range C 
Chevy Tahoe with Firestone Steeitex A/T L245/75R16 Load Range C 

Chevy venture Firestone FR680 P215/70R15 
Chevy Silverado with Firestone Wilderness AT P265/75R16 

Dodge/Chrysler Intrepid with Goodyear Eagle GA P225/60R16 
Dodge Ram Conversion 1500 with Goodyear Invlcta gl P235/75R15 

Dodge Ram van 1500 with Goodyear invlcta GL P235/75R15 
Dodge Ram Station wagon 1500 with Goodyear invicta GLP235/75R15 

Dodge Ram 2500 "Cab & Chassis" 4x4 with Michelin LTX A/s LT245/75R16 
Dodgp Ram 2500 Regular Cab 4X4 with Mlchelin LTX A/S LT245/75R16 

Dodge Ram 2500 Quad Cab 4x4 with Michelin ltx a/S LT245/75R16 

CMC Jimmy with Goodyear Wrangler RT/S P235/75R15 
GMC Yukon with Firestone Steeitex A/T LT245/75R16 Load Range C 

CMC Yukon XL with Firestone Steeitex A/T LT245/75R16 Load Range C 
GMC Sierra With Firestone Wilderness AT P265/75R16 
Pontlac Sunfire with Goodyear conquest P195/70R14 

Toyota Corolla with Mlchelin MX4 P175/65R14 

The vehicles must be fitted with the original tires (repairs are acceptable) 
and have to fit in one of the following age- and mileage brackets: 

1. Older than 30 months and more than 40,000 miles 
2. Older than 30 months and less than 25,000 miles 
3.6-18 months old and less than 8,500 miles 
4.6-18 months old and more than 14,000 miles 

You may contact us via email: tires@us.tuv.com or 
by phone: 1 -800-283-5418, ext. 125 . 

Information about our organization can be found on our website at 
www.tuv.com 
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Elementary school is too early to 
learn that life has winners, losers 

Kadrich 

Ten-year-old Kelly was bora with a heart con-
dition called "pulmonary atresia" that pre-
vents the proper flow of blood through her 

pulmonary artery. 
The condition restricts her ability to perform cer-

tain physical activities. She can't ride a roller coaster, 
or tumble in a gymnastics class. But, while the con-
dition inhibits her ability, it certainly doesn't quench 
her thirst, doesn't slow her desire to do those things. 

Sowhen K^found out her school, Miller 
mimtaryin̂ nton,wa&putijngona\iirietv 

fourth- and fifth-graders, her litde heart leapt Here was 
something she not only enjoyed, but could actually do! 

Students wanting to take part in the show, 
scheduled for March 28, were 
required to put together a 2l/r-— 
minute act A four-woman panel 
of parent volunteers, headed by 
the show's director, Suzanne 
Zabowski, waded through some 
65 or 70 acts, whittling them 
down to die top 22 who could fit 
in a 90-mmute show. 

Zabowski, the events coordina-
tor for a Canton entertainment 
company, apparently rubbed some 
parents the wrong way with the 
selection process. 

As she has done in previous 
years, Zabowski sent a letter to parents, outlining 
very specifically the requirements. The letter 
clearly states inclusion of all auditioning acts is 
not possible because of the time constraints. 

"If we wanted a six-hour show, then everyone 
could be in it," said Zabowski. 

Kids not chosen can be part of the show in other 
ways — as a stagehand, making posters or being an 
usher. Show organizers, Zabowski said, make every 
effort to involve any child who wants to be involved. 

"There are so many kids who absolutely love 
die show" Zabowski said, "The buzz that goes 
around this school is phenomenal. The ones who 
aren't selected I get involved anyway. 

"Iget so many positives out of it," she added. 
"There are only a 

The 
whose 
(whose name we're withholding to protect the child) 
felt organizers didn't do enough to stress the competi-
tive nature of the show and, more importantly to her, 
shouldn't have been eliminating students to begin with. 

But Zabowski is adamant on two points: 1) time con-
straints force the issue; aid 2) it's never too early to learn 
one doesn't always reach thM for which one strives. 

I h e parent, and several others to whom we 
spoke, think elementary school is a little early to 
be learning that lesson. 

, But Zabowski is adamant on the point, pointing 
to Miller's own musical profprams, where auditions 
are regularly conducted. She also used sports and 
the Whistle Stop Players, the Plymouth Community 
Arts Council's acting troupe, as examples. 

And she puts the responsibility for preparing 
kids for the possible consequences of not being ; 
chosen squarely on the parents. 

"Everything, to a certain measure, is competi-
tive," Zabowski said. "The sad part is the parents; 
don't talk to their kids. They add fuel to the fire, ' 
instead of saying it's OK, that's part of life, some-
times you make it, sometimes you don't." 

The acts who didn't mate it basically shouldn't have 
made it, Zabowski said. One of them had to whistle 

no fourth-grader should be emulating Eminem). 
Other acts simply weren't well-enough prepared, or 
were too short, some ending in less/than half of the: 
two-plus minute format requested in the letter. 

—Someofthoseactswereeliminated,according 
to Zabowski, in an effort to spare them the pain 
ofbeing teased by other kids. 

"Kids can be cruel," she said. "First of all, any 
kid who can get up on stage and do anything, I 
commend them and give them the utmost 
respect. (But) there are some acts, just aren't pre-
pared, and it shows. That's not fair. 

"We would be hurling them more by putting them 
in die showf she added. "That's hurting their self-
esteem more than saying, 'Let's use you this way.1* 

To which the disgruntled parents say, "Pfooey." 
They've offered what they believe are good alter-
natives, i.e., cutting the acts down from 2% min-
utes to a minute or simply extending the show. 

Zabowski insists the kids to whom she's spoken who 
weren't chosen rebound quickly, Tve had them tell 
me, Tm already working on my act for next year,m she 
said "The kids' are absolutely wonderful It's the par-
ents who are unbelievable. They just don't let it go." -

Zabowski pours a great deal of her own effort 
into the show. She puts a ton of time into i t work-
ing with kids on a one-on-one basis if they desire. 

"It's such a good feeling knowing I'm a part of 
something that is positive for these kids," she 
said. "I really don't want any of this to overshad-
ow the show. This is all about the kids." 

And it should be. But maybe it should be about aff 
the kids, not just those a four-person panel deems good 
enough to make i t At the elementaiy school level, it 
seems a bit harsh to exclude any child who has the guts 
to get up on stage and put himself or herself out there. 

There's no question Zabowski pours her heart 
into the production. She doesn't get paid, and 
doesn't want to. 

There's probably some truth to her contention 
that kids are cruel, that it's never too early to 
learn there are winners and losers in all sorts of 
life's competitions. 

Personally, I'd rather cling to the belief that 
kids that age should get to live out their dreams 
without being told they aren't good enough, and 
I hope next year there's a way to accomplish it. 

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the Plymouth Observer. He 
can be reached via e-mail at bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net or by 
phone at (734) 459-2700. 

Follow your favorite high school sports team each week in the Observer 
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he's on his own. 
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online. t — 

He found a great position with a local firm by going to hometownlife.com 
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That's why he used hometownllfe.com. 
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New security chief seeks cooperation 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

Wayne County's new home-
land security director Tony 
Shannon wants the county to 
be prepared, whether it's for a 
devastating tornado or a bio-
chemical attack by terrorists. 

"We have to be sure the com-
munity is prepared for what 
might be," Shannon said. "It's 
better to do what we can and if 

Shannon, 57, of Livonia 
brings more than 30 years expe-
rience in the Wayne County 
Sheriff's office and doctorate 
degree to his newposition. 

"My responsibilities are the 
same as Mr. Ridge's (U.S. 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
Tom Ridge) on a smaller scale," 
Shannon said. "It is to look after 
getting prepared for disasters, 
manmade and otherwise." 

County Executive Bob Ficano 
said the county has always been 
responsible for emergency 

EMER6ENCY PUNNING TIPS 
Tony Shannon,Wayne County's new director of homeland security, 
offers these tips for being prepared in an emergency: 
n Know where the gas cut-off is located in your house in case of 
fire. 
• Keep a First Aid Kit accessible. 
• Have a battery-powered radio and extra batteries on hand so 
that you are able to listen to emergency broadcast stations. 
• Be aware of emergency phone numbers. 

"•"Keepxastrorrhand: — : 

• Have candles available for emergency lighting. 
• Have plastic and duct tape ready to cover windows in case of a 
chemical attack. 

"But it's always been reactive 
... to tornadoes, floods. The 
mindset has been reactive," 
Ficano said. 

He said the new position will 
be proactive about organizing 
emergency response with the 
county's 43 local governments 
and surrounding counties. 

"It takes everybody to do 
their part," Shannon said. 
"Everyone can't do it alone, 
there are cost factors." 

Shannon said he will act as a 
central coordinating agency for 
local communities, working 
with mayors, supervisors, police 
and fire chiefs and medical peo-
ple. He will also be preparing a 
program to educate the public 

• Keep hooded gas masks at home. ~ ~ 
• Make sure you have bleach available in order to make a 5 
percent decontamination solution. 
• Have a three-day supply of food and water available at all times. 
• Keep food and water available in your car. 
• Keep you car gas tank filled. . 
• Know how to contact family members at all times. 
• Be familiar with evacuation routes from your place of work. 
• Have a planned evacuation route f rom your city or town. 
• Have a designated location to meet with family members. 
1 Keep toiletries and paper toweling ready to travel. 

on what to do in an emergency. 
Shannon said knowing who 

to caU and where to go in an 
emergency will help to cut 
down on panic. He said he will 
be building on programs 
already in place. 

Wayne County is particularly 
vulnerable because of its inter-
national border and extensive 
industry. 

"We have 100 chemical com-
panies in the county, an oil 

refinery, a bridge and a tunnel, 
three airports," Shannon said. 
"It's the hub of Michigan. That 
makes us higher on the target 
list. It draws attention." 

Shannon said his first job will 
be working with other agencies 
in the county to develop a miti-
gation program outlining pro-
cedures for dealing with vari-
ous emergencies. He is working 
on a couple grant proposals to 
seek federal funding and wants 
a coordinated effort rather than 
competing with other agencies 
in the region for federal funds. 

Ficano said the county has 
money in its budget to fund the 
homeland security office but 
need extra federal funding. He 
said the money has been prom-
ised but "the feds have been 
much slower than anyone 
wouldwant" 

Ficano said the economic 
vitality of the region depends 
on strong security measures. 
He said Michigan depends on 
having an open border and he 
is working with the Canadian 
government on balancing the 
need for "just on time" deliv-
ery with proper security 
checks. 

Shannon said he understands 
the argument that that there is 
a thin line between responsibly 
warning people about potential 
emergency dangers and causing 
unnecessary panic. 

"It is a small line, but I don't 
now what it is," Shannon said. 
"If it never happens, we'll have 
a good exercise and exercise it 
always good. If we don't do it 
and something happens, we 
defeat ourselves." 

Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano celebrated Black History Month 
wi th first-graders last week at the Kay Beard County Building in 
Westland. The students from the Michigan Automotive Academy 
learned about black inventor Elijah McCoy, who died at the Eloise ^ 
Infirmary in 1929^ The Beard building is on the former Eloise site: " 

Find new decorating 
ideas each Thursday 

in At Home 

Follow your favor i te high school sports 
t e a m each week in t h e Observer 

Annual Doll & Bear Sale 
10-40% OFF 

desrmtm Items Up To 60% Off 

nu <5 7*f SM* SM 
3947 W 12 Mi le , Berkley 

248-543-3115 800-551-PLAY 
Mon-Sa t : 10a-5:30pm Fri 4til 

I 

THESE LOCATIONS ONLY 
AUBURN HILLS • 3 5 0 0 JOSLYN ROAD 

CANTON TOWNSHIP • 41660 FORD 
DEARBORN • 5851 MERCURY DRIVE 

DETROIT • 18700 EAST MEYERS 
FLAT ROCK • 27313 TELEGRAPH RD. 
LINCOLN PARK • 3710 DIX HIGHWAY 
ROSEVILLE • 20891 13 MILE ROAD 

SOUTH FIELD • 2 8 8 0 0 TELEGRAPH RD. 
STERLING HEIGHTS • 33201 VAN DYKE 

UTICA • 4 5 4 6 0 UTICA PARK BLVD. 

ik Out T.C. GATORS 
BLUES, AND BREW 

• Canton • 734-981-0006 

Ing Sat., March (...ROBERT NOLL 

Sat., March 5.J00 BLUE FEAT 

t„ March 15...J0HNNIE BASSETT 

and THE BLUES INSURGENTS 

/ 

sm 

Buy 1 Slab of Ribs 
GET 1 FREE 

Sat. 6pm-lam only 
Expires 3-15-03 

i 

Open House ^ c h 2 

Educational excellence for children 2Vz to 6 years 
Our caring staff offers highest quality: 

* Preschool 
* Kindergarten 
* Child Care 

Join us for family fun! 

Livonia Montessori Center 
32765 Lyndon, Livoria Call for Info: (734) 427"8255 

ALL COSMETICS & FRAGRANCES, 
LAMPS&SHADES, CANDIES, TOYS, 
PUMINGSUPPUES,INIEISOR& m 
EXIERI0R PAM & MUCH MORE! J 

: v 
/ Strike Gold At Dittrich Furs This Week \ 

Gold, Silver 
& 

Bronze Medal 
Mink Coats 

Starting At: 

| 2 , 7 9 7 

Through Saturday 

RICH / FURS 

Othce -fSPS 
Trust Is Earned 

109 Years, 5 Generations 

BloomfUldJiills 
www.dittrichfurs.com 

ALLdvdplayers&vcrs, 
CMXmSMALCMMS, 
PRE-RECORDED DVDs, VHS JAPES, 
MUSIC CDs&CASSEUES, SEGA & 
MNIENDO TOO SMS, GMSHME, 
miiWWFlATWmMOREi 

• 

m m u m 
o i m o m i r i j 

Mm 

6 M H M 
wmm 

ALL SALES F I N A L • N O R E F U N D S O R E X C H A N G E S 
OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMERICANEXPRESS|ANDIM£RT£ A RD. SORRY NO CHECKS. WE AC< ACCEPT GIFT CERTIFICATES, STORE 

CREDITS, RASNCHECKS, 
ALCOHOL, FIREARMS AND,LEASE 

% Detroit 
(313) 873-

The savings arc here to stay at one of the many 
Kmart lotations that remain open near you! 
We're making changes to ensure that Kmart offers uncompromising quality, selection and value each and every time you shop our stores. 

If you're not sure of the location nearest you, call us tol l- free at 1 - 3 0 0 - 8 6 6 - 0 0 8 6 or visit us online at K m o r f . < o m . 

0 6 0 S 0 7 3 1 7 0 

http://www.dittrichfurs.com


K e e i y K a l e s k i , editor 
(248)901-2587 
Fax: (248)644-1314 
kkaleski@oe.homecomm.net 

Observer & Eccentric I Thursday, Febru 

GALLERIES • THEATER • DANCE • DINING 

Motown tribute 
All aboard the Michigan 

Star Clipper Dinner Train, 
Friday, Feb. 28, for a "Tribute 
to Motown." Enjoy a three-
hour train excursion and five-
course gourmet meal while 
listening to a trio of singers 
perform Motown hits. Board 
the train on Pontiac Trail just 
north of Maple Road, near the 
-96 Novi exit in Walled Lake, 
at 6:30 p.m., depart 7:30 p.m. 
and return by 10:30 p,m. Cost 
$72.50 per person, reserva-
tions a must, call (248) 960-

or visit www.michi-
ganstarclipper.com. 

Greg Hicks has received rave reviews in England as the tragic warrior Conolanus 

By Linda Chomin Staff Writer 

Mitch Masters stars as 
Tevye and Shannon Williams 
as Golde in Fiddler on the 
flooffeaturing a cast of 40 
metro Detroit residents from 
Livonia to Clarkson, through 

Saturday, March 8, at the 
new Starlight Theatre in 
Summit Place Mail in 
Waterford. Shows 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, 4 p.m. 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets $15, call (248) 335-

• lock on 
Leon Russell has played 

on, arranged, written and 
produced some of rock and 
roll's most successful 
records. He's got four gold 
albums and two top 40 sin-
gles. He'll be at the Magic 
Bag in Ferndale, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, March 1. Russell 
says he's happiest when he's., 
on the road playing music, 
" i t keeps me energized," he 
said. Tickets $20, at the box 
office, 22920 Woodward Ave., 
or call (248) 645-6666, (248) 
544-3030, or www.themag-
icbag.com 

• Crack up 
Margaret Smith, winner of 

the American Comedy 
Awards "Best Female Stand-
up," will be at Ann Arbor 
Comedy Showcase, 8 p.m. 
Thursday Feb. 27,8 p.m. and 
10:30 p,m. Friday, Feb. 28, and 
Saturday, March 1. For tickets 
and show information, call 
(734)996-9080. 

Shakespearean company returns to dazzle 
Just when Shakespeare lovers thought nothing could top 

performed history plays in Ann Arbor in 2001, the Royal 
Shakespeare Company is back dazzling audiences. 

What Perform Shakespeare's 
The Merry Wives of Windsor and 
Coriolanus, and Salman Rushdie's 
Midnight's Children 
When: Saturday, March I 
to Sunday, March 16 
• Merry Wives - 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
March 1 & 8, Wednesday, March 5,1:30 
p.m. Thursday & Sunday, March 6 & 9 
• Coriolanus - 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 4, Thursday-Friday, 
March 6-7,1:30 p.m. Sunday, March 2, 
and Saturday, March 8 
• Midnight's Children - 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday-Saturday, March 12-15, and 
1:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, March 15-16 
Where: Power Center for the 
Performing Arts, 121 Fletcher St., 
Ann Arbor. 
Tickets: $30-$60, (734) 764-2538 
or www.ums.org 

This is Shakespeare like he's never been seen before. 
Director David Farr sets the tragic Roman Coriolanus in 

. j t h century Samurai society while Rachel Kavanaugh places 
The Merry Wives of Windsor in a small town at the end of 
World War II. The trend to make Shakespeare accessible 
through the use of familiar settings is why his plays have seen 
a resurgence of popularity in the last several years. 

Farr admits to being a huge fan of Japanese director Akira 
Kurosawa's films about the Samurai. He reinvents Coriolanus 
as the fearless warrior who betrays his countrymen, and in so 
doing condemns himself to death. 

Greg Hicks returns to Ann Arbor in the lead role as part of 
a 16-day RSC residency for the University Musical Society 
and University of Michigan. In addition to participating in 
related educational activities, Hicks and the rest of the 20-
member ensemble perform a multitude of roles in Coriolanus 
and The Merry Wives of Windsor, 

Farr insisted on Hicks playing the part of the tragic warrior 
Coriolanus, and so far critics agree on his choice. Both have 
been receiving rave reviews at the Swan Theatre, Stratford-
upon-Avon. 

"When I first read Coriolanus for the production I was 
struck by the un-modem world where a military aristocracy 
has a divine right to rule over citizenry," said Farr. "The 
impact it made on me was to stage it in a world unlike our 
own, where valor is the greatest virtue. I thought the warrior 
culture was terribly important and found a simple way to por-
tray that. For the Samurai the world changed very fast and 
collapsed. This is abstract, minimalist, a pared down Samurai 
world. You don't have to know anything about it" 

It's always a challenge for directors to make a story come to 

PLEASE SEE ROYAL VISIT, B3 
Ciaire Carrie (Mistress Ford), and Richard Cordery 
(Falstaff) in The Merry Wives of Windsor. 

Divine liturgy echoes in new Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus CD 
M y grandmother would 

have loved the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus' new 

CD Golden Echoes ofKyiv — 
The Divine Liturgy. Like many 
Ukrainians, she was devoted to 
the church, and the priests at 
St. John's for whom she cooked 
and cleaned. Grandmother was 
among the many Ukrainian 
immigrants who settled near 
the church in southwest 
Detroit, and on the city's east 
side, in the late 1940s. Some of 
the new arrivals, who longed 
for the music of their home-

Artistic 

Linda 

Chomin 

land, formed the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus. Many 
belonged to the chorus founded 
in 1918 in Ukraine. 

Known for their more than 
40 recordings ofbandura, a 
Ukrainian stringed instrument, 

and choral works, this is the 
first time the group's recorded a 
capella style. Their deep male 
voices take visitors back to 16th 
and 17th century churches and 
monasteries, where the music 
and chants originated. 

"It's survived all these years," 
said chorus member Bohdan 
Pryjma of Rochester. Pryjma's 
parents came here in the mid-
19408 and regularly took him to 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
concerts while he was growing 
up. "I get the chills when I hear 
it. This music is centuries old 

and survived all the things our 
country has gone through, the 
persecution. As a nation I think 
Ukrainians are very religious. 
It's dear to our hearts, I think 
it's what binds us together." 

Generation after generation 
of Ukrainians have kept the 
religion and bandurist music 
alive. Several father and son 
teams like Wladimir and 

the lute-like instrument with 
the chorus. 

"We went back to our; 
Hie music originated in 

church. This is the actual litur-
gy you'd hear in a church," said 
Anatoli Murha of Livonia. 
"These are ancient chants of 
Kyiv where Christianity was 
founded in 988 A.D." 

"It's identical to going to 
church," added his father 
Wladimir, who recently returned 
from a trip to Ukraine where he 
ordered costumes for an upcom-
ing European tour. On June 25, 
the chorus leaves for concerts in 
England, Germany, Austria and 

PLEASE SEE C D , B 3 
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to protest war on Iraq 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

When Gillian Eaton heard 
about the international theater 
community organizing to take a 
stand against a war in Iraq 

was no 
wanted to be part of it. Since 

i she teaches in the Hilberry 
j graduate program at Wayne 

State University in Detroit, it 
_ was easy.tp_talkjier colleagues 

into putting on a staged read-
ing of Aristophanes' ck 
comedy Lysistrata on Monday, 
March 3. 

Theater artists in more than 

who don't believe war is the only 
answer," said Eaton, an actress 
with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company in London for many 
years before moving to 
Plymouth. "We want to bring 
awareness about the human 
causalities of war. Just by doing 

war 

390 communities in 3 
tries will gather to participate 
in the Lysistrata Project 
Locally, 60 actors from the 
Performance Network in Ann 
Arbor, the Purple Rose Theater 
in Chelsea, Jewish Ensemble 
Theatre in West Bloomfield, 
and Meadow Brook Theatre in 
Rochester will read the play at 
the 1,100 seat Bonstelle Theatre 
on the campus ofWayne State 
University. A smaller version of 
the project takes place at the 
Furniture Factory in Detroit. 

Admission to the Bonstelle 
reading is $5 with proceeds 
going to Freedom House, an 
asylum for political refugees 
from all over the world. The 
evening opens with Matt . 
Watroba singing at 7:30 p.m. 

Admission to the ,8 p.m. 
Furniture Factory reading is $5 
with proceeds going to 
MADRE, a non-profit interna-
tional women's human rights 
organization working in con-
flict areas. 

"We're doing it because it's a 
way to find solidarity with people 

something you feel you're not 
being passive. We want to all 
stand together in one place. 

"The play itself is very 
naughty.. It's aneofthemost 
anti-war plays ever written. 
Athens and Sparta are at war 
and the women get together and 
decide to withhold sex. They're 
also in charge of the treasury 
which means they affect the flow 
of money as well." 

Annette DePetris believes the 
play is as relevant today as when 
Aristophanes wrote it more than 
2,400 years ago. Conceived by 
New York actors Kathryn Blume 
and Sharron Bower, the 
Lysistrata Project aims to make 
the Bush Administration aware 
of the growing opposition to a 
war on Iraq. 

"It's a large group of women 
in theater coming together," said 
DePetris who along with her 
husband Jeffrey Nahan is 
involved in the project DePetris 
is director of theater at the 
Roeper School in Bloomfield 
Hills. Nahan is director of the-
ater at Detroit Country Day 
School in Beverly Hills. 

"In a world swirling out of 
control, we want to protest the 
war," said DePetris "For the 
Bush Administration to know 
that we believe war is not an 
alternative. I hope the message 
we send is one of hope." 

lchomin@oe.homecomm.net j (734) 953-2145 
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Charming 1920 s Craftsman 
Style bungalow. 4 bedrooms, 
2 baths, completely redone. 
3235,000. Call: 248-879-0072 
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4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, 2200 
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$364,900. 313-300-0547 

NOVi 5 BEDROOMS, 2 car 
garage, 2.5 baths, 6 acres, 
finished basement. 
S2000/mo. (248) 767-6645 

RESTORATION TECHS & 
CLEANING PEOPLE For a 
growing 24 hr. emergency 
restoration company. Good 

Full-time. Benefits 

good driving 
Restoration Service, 
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Contact info 248-321-1819 

BEDROOM SET/YOUTH -twin 
bed, mattress, spring, 2 
dressers-1 with mirror, night 
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Gillian Eaton played an instrumental 
role in bringing the Lysistratsi Project 
to the Bonstelle Theatre on the campus 
of Wayne State University in Detroit 

LYSISnttTAraOJECT 
What Locaf actors stage -
ing of Aristophanes'anti-war 
comedy. The production is part of 
an international theater artists 
protest against a war on Iraq 

When/Where: Monday, March 3 
- 7:30 p.m. at the Bonstelle 
Theatre, 3424 Woodward Ave. 
near the corner of Mack; and 8 
p.m. at the Furniture Factory, 
4126 Third St , Detroit 

Admission: $5 suggested dona-
tion. Proceeds from Bonstelle 
production goto Freedom House, 
a sanctuary for political refugees. 
Proceeds from Furniture Factory 
production go to MADRE, a non-
profit international women's 
human rights organization work-
ing in conflict areas. 

For more information: Visit 
www.lysistrataproject.com. 

To v o l u n t e e r As an usher 
or parking attendant or to 
distribute literature or donate 
money for the Bonstelle 
production, call Amy Lynch 
at (313) 577-7899 

Local musicians take stage to 

There's nothing like live 
music in an intimate setting. 

And that's the mission at 
THnity House Theatre in 
Livonia where a concert to 
benefit the venue is set for 
Saturday, March 1. 

T h e theater is a very inti-
mate environment. Picture 
seeing a concert or a play in 
your living room," said Bill 
Keith, spokesman for the 90-
seat theater, which has been 
in existence for 22 years. 
Founded by Paul Patton and 
members of Trinity Baptist 
Church, it was incorporated 
as a separate non-profit arts 
organization in 1988. 

TVinity House focuses on 
singer-songwriters in the 
folk genre with some repre-
sentation of jazz and rock, 
said Keith. "The theater's 
mission is to enrich and 
enliven the communities of 
southeastern Michigan 
through brave, tnithful and 
necessary works of art." 

Slated to perform at the 
benefit concert are local 
musicians Stewart Francke 
of Huntington Woods, Jim 
Roll of Ann Arbor, Jim Bizer 
of Detroit, Jan Krist of Royal 
Oak and Lucy Webster and 
Ralston Bowles, both of 
Grand Rapids. 

Francke, a well known 
local musician who has 
received numerous Detroit 
Music Awards, will be per-
forming songs from his most 
recently released Wheel of 

tot 
Stewart Francke will perform songs from his recently released "Wheel 
of Life." 

Jim Bizer's music is a 
blend of humor and catchy 
melodies with monster gui-
tar playing and vocals. Bizer 
Was selected as a finalist in 
the Kerrville Folk Festival's 
"New Folk" songwriting 
competition in 2000 Last 
summer, he released Closer 
To The Surface. 

Jan Krist is a Trinity House 
favorite who began writing 

What Showcase of local musicians in a concert to benefit 
Trinity House Theatre. 

When: Saturday, March 1, doors open 7:30 p.m., concert starts 
at 8 p.m; • 

Where: Trinity House Theatre, 38840 W. Six Mile Road, Livonia. 

Tickets: $15 ($12 for Trinity House members), call (734) 464-
6302 or visit www.trinityhouse.org. 

singing songs in local 
folk clubs in 1980. She 
received praise at the 
Kerrville Songwriting 

Competition in 1991 and 
released her first album of 
songs, Decapitated Society, 
in 1992. Over the years, she 
has won numerous Detroit 
Music Awards, induding 
Outstanding Acoustic/Folk 
Recording in 2002 for 

Outpost of the 
Counterculture. Krist plans 
to perform songs from her 
most recent release 
Wounded Me Wounded You. 

- Staff writer Nicole 
Stafford 
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UMS hosts U.S. premiere of Rushdie's' 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

STAFF WRITER 

Kenneth Fischer can't wait for the Royal 
Shakespeare Company's second residency 
for the University Musical Society and 
University of Michigan, And rightly so.In 

educational events, the University Musical 
Society president is coordinating the U.S. 
premiere of Salman Rushdie's Midnight's 
Children in association with the Royal 
MiEKcspcaic company, university or 
Michigan and Columbia University. After 
playing in Ann Arbor, Wednesday-Sunday, 
March 12-16, the production^ based on 
Rushdie's best-selling novel, travels to the 
Apollo Theatre in New"York City for five 
performances. 

Set in modem times. Midnight's 
Children tells the story of Indian inde-
pendence from Britain, and the birth of 

Pakistan and Bangladesh as seen through 
the eyes of one family. In Bombay, two 
babies born to Muslim and Hindu families, 
are switched at birth. 

"I'm excited about the significance of 
putting an epic novel on stage," said 
Fischer. "As a presenter, we're concerned 
with advancing the art form. It was an 
opportunity to be involved with bringing 
this piece of literature onto the stage and 
to pool the resources ofthe institution to 
deal with the fascinating components of 
the book People traveled from 30 states to 

should draw with its tale about history, 
ethnicity, strife and religion." 

Ralph Williams believes all three pro-
ductions offer food for thought That's why 

guage and literature professor is inviting 
students, and the community to take part 
in educational offerings connected with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company's residency 

including "The Plays of the Royal 
Residency" lecture series he's giving on 
Monday evenings in the Modern 
Languages Building (see chart). 

Williams saw all of the productions in 
England in December and January. 

"Midnight's Children is a global drama," 
said Williams. "Rushdie was born in 
Bombay in the midst of a mix of religions -
Hindu, Muslim, Christianity - and English 
colonization. This was late 20th century 
cosmopolitan culture, 

"The Shakespeare productions are; 

international event In England, every 
child reads the book. It's one of the most 
important novels of the 20th century. And 
RSC is the premier producer of drama in 
theEhglish-speakingwbrld.The complexi-
ty of the company is astounding. Resources 
in terms of expertise are truly impressive.* 

lchomin®oe.homecomm;net I (734) 953-2145 

1E£TU 1ES AND IEUTED EMTS 
• Coriolanus round table - 2 p,m. Tuesday, March 4, Power Center. 

• Merry Wives of Windsor round table - 2 p.m. Wednesday. March 5, Power Center 

• Midnight's Children round table - 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 11, Rackham Auditorium. 

8 Insights: Behind-the-scenes lecture/demonstrations presented by Royal 
Shakespeare Company Education, Artistic and Technical teams - 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 4 (Coriolanus): Wednesday, March 5 (Merry Wives of Windsoi); and Thursday, 

March 13 (Midnight's Children), Power Center. 

• Interviews with Salman Rushdie - 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 11, and 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 12, Rackham Auditorium. 

• Center for South Asian Studies Film Series - 6:30 p.m. Saturdays to March 8, 

Natural Science Auditorium. 

For complete listing of events, visit www.umich.edu/pres/rsc. 

• "The Plays of the Royal Residency" - 7 p.m. Mondays though April 14, Modern 
languages Building Auditorium 3. No registration required for public observation, 
call Pattie Ray! (734) 647-6771. 1 

MANUEL HARDIN 
A cast of 20 actors, most of whom are of Asian descent, is featured in the U.S. premiere of Salman Rushdie's 
Midnight's Children. 
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life especially if audiences have 
never seen or read the play. 
Farr's had plenty of experience 
with Shakespeare's political 
plays. In Coriolanus he goes for 
the visual aesthetic to create a 
complete theatrical world in 
which the viewer is plunged. 

"We begin with a specific 
world, with a specific set of val-
ues, where if you're not born of 
a certain class, tough," said 
Farr, "It answers the profound 
question about the role of 
democracy. I'm in my early 30s 
arid my generation doesn't have 
the same faith in democracy. 
We don't believe our politi-
cians. This production casts 
doubt. It asks the motives of 
elected tribunes. It has a lot to 
say about war. Back then war 
was a way of life. Now when 
people do things it's in name of 
democracy. It's a very interest-

ing play that debates moral 
compromise," 

CHANGING TIMES 

War plays a minor role in 
Merry Wives of Windsor. Set in 
the late 1940s, the comedy 
focuses on the struggle that 
takes place between men and 
women with the return of the 
soldiers. The production origi-
nally opened in October at 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

"It's meant to be entertain-
ing, a fun night out for every-
body," said Kavanaugh. "I want-
ed to find a setting that an 
audience could have access to. 
It's an em they could easily rec-
ognize from movies or photos. 

"In England this was a time 
of great social change and 
women getting power. For the 
first time they were working 
outside of the home and when 
the men returned from the war 
they were not about to give that 

John Falstaff, the burly, fun-
loving rogue first seen in Henry 
the IV, Part 1. It was due to a 
special request from Queen 
Elizabeth I that Shakespeare 
decided to have the character 
reappear in The Merry Wives of 
Windsor. 

"There's lots of mischief-
making and glimpses ofthe 
kind of despair Falstaff falls 
into in Henry IV, Part 1. He's 
exactly the same. It's the people 
around him who have 
changed," said Kavanaugh. 

"As a director there were lots 
of challenges. It's written nearly 
all in prose. It is about a small 
English world. The language is 
eccentric. I had to find a way in. 
I thought Richard (Cordery) 
had the right qualities for title 
role. He's a serious classical 
actor whose a lot of fun, and 
comfortable with FalstafFs 
words. All we had to add was 
lots of padding to him. 

Richard's not that rotund." 

Richard Cordery plays Sir lchominfoe.homecomm.net | {734} 953*2145 

CO 
FROM PAGE B1 

the Cathedral of Notre Dame in 
Paris to introduce the CD. On 
April 6, they'll sing at a noon 
church service in Immaculate 
Conception Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, corner 11672 
McDougall at Connor, in 
Hamtramc.k. 

Local churches have always 
supported the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus since it set 
down roots in Detroit in 1949. 
George Korol remembers S t 
Mary the Protectress Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral in 
Southfield supporting the cho-
rus from the time he arrived 
here from a displaced persons 
camp in Germany in 1950. 

In addition to offering 
rehearsal space and music les-
sons, the church paid CD pro-
duction costs as a memorial to 
the late Sylvia Blake of 
Birmingham. The Rev. Pavlo 
Bodnarchuk of Farmington, a 
priest at the parish, is featured 
on the CD. Dozens of parish-
ioners have belonged to the 
chorus over the years. 

"We still try to maintain our 
cultural heritage," said Korol, 
president of the parish council 
at St. Mary Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral. "I remem-
ber the music growing up. The 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
toured the camps. I heard the 
music in church services in the 

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus goes back to its roots with its latest 
recording Golden Echoes ofKyiv - The Divine Liturgy. 

SET THE CD 
What Golden Echoes of Kyiv - The Divine Liturgy by the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus 

Cost $15, (734) 953-0305 or www.bandura.org. 

camps. The CD is beautiful 
music. I listen to it when I'm 
relaxing, trying not to be occu-
pied with everyday concerns. 
It's very soothing." 

Know of an interesting story? Call 
Observer & Eccentric arts reporter 
Linda Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145 or 
send e-mail to Ichomind oe. . 
homecomm. net. 
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