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• Honor military 
When terrorists attacked 

the United States on Sept 11, 
2001, President George W. 
Bush committed the country 
to tracking down those people 
who make up the axis of evil, 
including Saddam Hussein. 

Sixteen months later, the 
U.S. military is gearing up for 
war. Enlisted men and 

women, both on active duty 
and in the reserves, are been 
sent to the Middle East in a 
military buildup not seen 
since the Persian Gulf War 
more than a decade ago. 

The mood of the country is 
mixed as Americans debate 
whether to give Hussein 
more time to come clean on 
his weapons of mass 
destruction or go in now and 
finish what was started Jan. 
16.1991. Whether the hawks 
or doves win their cases, the 
Observer wants to honor our 
local men and women who 
are serving in the military, 
both in active duty and in 
the reserves. 

Family members can send 
photographs of their loved 
ones along with their name, 
rank and biographical infor-
mation, to Brad Kadrich, 294 
S. Main, Plymouth, Ml 48170, 
Be sure to include your name 
and telephone number, in 
case we have questions. 

We will publish the photos 
on an ongoing basis to recog-
nize their commitment to this 
country and that of their fami-
lies who are waiting and won-
dering about war with Iraq. If 
you have questions, call Brad 
Kadrich (Plymouth) or Doug 
Johnson (Canton) at (734) 459-
2700, or email Kadrich at 
bkadrich@oeJiomecomm.neL 
Pictures can be e-mailed, but 
must be high-quality resolution. 

• She ' s a winner 
Canton native Jenna 

McCurry has received a fac-
ulty scholarship at Cedarville 
(Ohio) University. 

Cedarville awards faculty 
scholarships to first-year stu-
dents who have high ACT/SAT 
scores and a cumulative high 
school grade-point average 
of 3.0 or higher. 

McCurry, a senior at 
Canton, is a member of the 
National Honor Society and 
the student council. 

The daughter of Don and 
Terri McCurry of Canton, she 
plans to major in early child-
hood education. 

Located in the town of 
Cedarville, the school is an 
accredited Baptist university 
of arts, sciences, profession-
al and graduate programs. 
Offering 100 areas of study 
to approximately 3,000 stu-
dents, the university fea-
tures an award-winning cam-
pus computer network and a 
worldwide Christian min-
istries program. 
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Brianna Myshok of Canton, 19 months, keeps her distance from clowns Baby Cakes and Geez Louise, 
balloon animal offering as part of a Big Chill carnival at the Summit Saturday. 
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reaches out to the toddler, during a free 

-eve 
BY DOUG JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITER 

Adults and children alike took part in 
the first-ever Big Chill event Friday and 
Saturday at Hie Summit, at Arctic Edge 
and at the Canton Softball Center. 

Canton leisure services' Bob Dates 
said the first-time event will be on the 
calendar again next year. 

"We definitely want to do this again. I 
have heard lots of ideas for additions 

talk over our plans," Dates said. 
Among the events: 
• Kathy Frantz, a speaker from the 

Howell Conference and Nature Center, 

had a bunny, a large owl and a 
broadwing hawk on hand to entertain 
the children and talk about winter sur-
vival. 

She also had a groundhog and 
reminded the children that "groundhogs 
can't really predict when spring will 
arrive." 

Groundhog Day arrives about midway 
between the start of winter (solstice) 
and the start of spring (equinox). 
Supposedly, if the furry beast sees 
his shadow on a sunny day, we will 
have six more weeks of bad winter 
weather. 

PLEASE SEE BiG CHILL, A4 

Kathy Frantz of the Howell Nature Center . 
presents a broad-winged hawk during a winter 
survival session. 

Synthetic turf at stadium 
gets narrow nod by board 
BYTONYBRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Construction of a $1.1 mil-
lion synthetic turf, track and 
drainage system at the 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park varsity stadium could 
begin later this month, after 
the Board of Education nar-
rowly approved the project 
Hiesday night 

After being assured by the 
administration it has enough 
bond money to purchase 23 
new buses, Trustee Joanne 
Lamm* became the swing vote 
in a 4-3 tally to approve the 
expenditure. 

"last week I was really 
wavering. Because of the gov-
ernor's budget decisions, I 
couldn't see spending money 
for anything," Lamar said. 

"However, when we saw the 
entire school budget and I 
knew we were getting buses, 
they are the most important 
thing. 

"I know we need a field, it's 
under water when it's bone 
dry," she said. "My two issues 
were grass vs. synthetic, and a 
plan for replacing i t When the 

PLEASE SEE A5 

Trial begins in death of Canton dad 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 

Ellis Robinson was driven by 
desperate finances and anger 
to commit murder, say prose-
cutors. His defense argues he 
was pressured by police to con-
fess to a crime he didn't com-

A Canton man with a 
and five children was one of 
the two victims in the crime. 

Robinson, accused of killing 
two Logan's Roadhouse 

employees July 8,2002, went 
on trial Wednesday after two 
days of jury selection before 
Wayne County Circuit Judge 
Gregory Dean Bill. 

A jury of 11 women and 
three men was chosen to hear 
the trial of Ellis Robinson, of 
T&ylor. Robinson is accused of 
shooting to death Margaret 
"Deb" McCarty, 32, of Lincoln 
Park, and William Harrison, 
36, of Canton, at the Livonia 
restaurant where Robinson 

. once been employed as a 

manager. He was fired from 
his job in June 2002. 

Robinson was desperate and 
angry at the time of the mur-
ders, Wayne County assistant 
prosecutor Oronde Patterson 
said in opening statements. He 
had gone a month without 
income. 

Further complicating his 
financial situation, Robinson 
had been ordered to pay $450 
per month in restitution after 

PLEASE SEE TRIAL, A5 

Spa day 
• r Trendy options 

await those 
wanting a home 
spa. 
At Home, CI 

© 2 0 0 3 HOMETOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK 

Teacher 
won't 
face 
charges 
BY TONY BRUSCAT0 
STAFF WRITER 

When Steve Rea found himself to 
be "the man with a gun" police were 
searching for at Plymouth High 
School last week, the former Michigan 
Science Teacher of the Year admitted 
he was perplexed. 

"I was surprised? said Rea. "(The 
BB gun) is a lab experiment in the 
school curriculum. Its owned by the 
school. It really isn't a gun, it's a toy." 

Rea is back in class Thursday, one . 
week after a parent who was dropping 
off hes student saw a man take a rifle, 
wrapped in.cardboard, into Plymouth 
High School before classes began. 
Canton Township police responded, 
and the result was a 45-minute lock-
down as SWAT teams swept the 

, building looking for a suspect. 
After reviewing the case, the Wayne 

County prosecutor's office and Canton 
Township attorney's office determined 
no charges will be filed against Rea. 

The Plymouth-Canton school dis-
trict held a disciplinary hearing with 
Rea on Wednesday. School officials 
won't reveal what action was taken, 
but it's believed Rea received only a 
reprimand. 

"I brought it ip that morning," said 
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DOUG JOHNSON I STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R 

Dr. Joyce Obradovich holds a patient in the CT scan room of the clinic while Dr. 
Michael Wolf assists. Unlike humans, the animals are sedated before being put 
through the scanner. 

team treats very ill 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

When Joyce Obradovich 
decided to become a veterinari-
an, she was working as a micro-
biologist at Yale University's 
medical school. -

"I got interested in cancer 

research," she said. "Then I 
turned around and went to vet 
school and became interested in 
veterinary cancer medicine." 

While she was studying that at 
Colorado State University, her 
own dog was diagnosed with 

PLEASE SEE VET, A4 

OFFICE POSITION 
Full or Part time, for a reliable, 

conscientious individual... 

'The ad went really great! Thanks for 
ail your help!" G.. Redford 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

In Sunday's Taste section: Trader 
Joe's is fun and the prices are low. 
They cater to people who like to 
experiment with food. 
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McNamara receives 
cancer treatment 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER • 

Former Wayne County 
Executive Edward McNamara 
left his Plymouth Township 
home Wednesday for New 
York, where he'll begin treat-
ment for mantle cell lymphoma 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center in Manhattan. 

McNamara will take part in a 
31-week experimental treat-
ment program he's hopeful will 
cure his cancer. 

"There have been 11 people 
who have been treated by 1 
process, and 10 of them have 
gone into remission," 
McNamara said. "That's a pret-
ty good record. I'm a little 
apprehensive, but they told me 
I'd have only a year to live if I 
didn't do anything." 

McNamara, 76, said he and 
his wife, Lucille, will spend the 
next two weeks in New York 
during treatment. He's expect-
ed to be hospitalized Friday, 
and then next week, Thursday 
through Monday. 

He'll then continue the 
remainder of his treatment at 
Sloan-Kettering and the 
University ofMichigan. 

McNamara said he found out 
he had cancer two months ago. 

"At the time, I noticed lumps 
under my chin," McNamara 

said. "My doctor thought it was 
an infection and gave me 
antibiotics. After further tests, 
they found it was mantle cell 
lymphoma. He said it was very 
rare, and he didn't know much 
about it." 

McNamara said he unknow-
ingly had the symptoms of can-
cer long before discovering he 
had the deadly disease. 

"I've had heavy perspiring in 
the back of my neck for over a 
year," said McNamara. "One 
time I had to tell my driver to 
stop and get a towel. It was 
almost embarrassing." 

Mary Alice Worrell, a 
spokesperson for the National 
Cancer Institute's regional 
office in Detroit, said 
McNamara's form of cancer is 
an unusual form of non-
Hodgkins lymphoma. 

"It over-expresses a certain 
type of protein in B cells, and 
usually is found in the lymph 
nodes, spleen, bone marrow 
and sometimes the gastro-
intestinal tract," said Worrell. 

"It's very aggressive. The 
median survival time is 3-5 
years." 

McNamara's U-M physician 
referred him to Sloan-
Kettering, where a couple of 
weeks ago he spent two days 
discussing treatment with doc-
tors. 

PAUL HURSCHMANN STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Former Wayne County Executive Ed McNamara left Wednesday for New York to 
undergo treatment for cancer at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. 

The former Wayne County 
executive will undergo treat-
ment called radioimmunother-
apy, which he described as 
"intravenous with a new drug 
they've developed. They say it's 
experimental, but I feel it's 
beyond that stage. They haven't 
had much success with 
chemotherapy with this type of 
cancer because it seems to 
come back again." 

Worrell said radioim-
munotherapy is fairly new, but 
has been found to be fairly suc-
cessful. 

"A radioactive solution is 
injected directly into the body 
and it seeks out the cancer cells 
and destroys them by radia-
tion," she said. 

"It's still in clinical trial and 
research stage, but has been 

, successful. It reduces damage 
to the healthy cells." 

The thin-haired McNamara, 
who always been known for his 

DO YOU SMOKE? OR HAVE YOU QUIT? 

Either way, you may be able to be a part of an 

important lung screening study for healthy men 

and women between the ages of 55 and 74. 

O 
1S2S» 

T h e University of Michigan Health System is looking for volunteers for the National Lung Screening Trial 
(NLST). Smoking puts men and women at risk for lung cancer. NLST is comparing spiral CT scans to chest X-

rays to find out if one is more effective than the other at lowering l u n g cancer deaths. 
For more information, please call UMHS Cancer Center Answerline at 1-800-865-1125 M-F, 9-4:30, messages accepted after hours 

or the Cancer information Service at 1 -800-4-CANCER (1-800-422-6237). 

National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services 

and free checking with e-Club 
from Community Federal Credit Union. 

Now banking is more affordable and convenient. 
With e-Club you receive many free products and 
services when you agree to utilize electronic 
channels for routine transactions* 

Rest assured, if you need to open an account, apply 
for a loan, purchase Travelers Cheques or ask a 
question about your ,account our offices are still 
available to you-free of charge. Just use electronic 
channels for the day to day stuff. 

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, Northville 
or Novi you can belong. Call today and start 
enjoying the benefits of membership. 

e-Club Checking account benefits include: 

• Free Basic Checking Account with Unlimited Check Writing 

• Free ATM/VISA Check Card 

• Free Foreign ATM Transactions. 

• Free Direct Dial 24 Telephone Banking 

• Free WebPB Internet Banking 

• Free Bill Payment Service 

• Free Direct Deposit 

• Free Travelers Cheques 

For more information 

call (734)453-1200 

or (877) YES-CFCU toll free 

Www.cfcu.org 

C - o m m u n i t y 

I v J c n i l 

10.00 monthly service reels Waived If electronic channels are used for 
all routine banking transactions. Routine transactions Include deposits, 
withdrawals, loan payments and transfers between accounts. 

ISHITa Accounts federally Insured to $ 100,000 by the NCUA, an agency 
i f the U.S. government. For more Information, please request a 
NCUA "Your Insured Funds" brochure. ® Equal Housing Lender. 
©2003 Community Federal Credit Union 

quick wit, said the one negative 
about undergoing the cancer 
treatment is "that I'll have to 
lose all my hair." 

Wayne County Prosecutor 
Mike Duggan was McNamara's 
campaign chairman in his first 
run for county executive in 
1985, and has worked for and 
with his friend and mentor 
since. 

"It was awfully devastating 
news at first," said Duggan, ̂ hut 
being accepted into this pro-
gram is giving us some hope." 

Duggan said he and former 
Metro Airport director David 
Katz plan to travel to New York 
next week to keep McNamara's 
spirits up. 

"They'll be away for two 
weeks, and I thought he might 
enjoy the company." 

tbruscatofoe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

Hometownlife.com, the por-
tal Web site for the Canton 
Observer, registered record 
usage for the month of January 
2003, according to Dan Sutton, 
HomeTown Digital general 
manager. 

Total site hits for the month 
were 12,062,111, up more than 
50 percent from December, " 
while total site page views were 
2,165,140, up more than 40 
percent. 

A more meaningful statistic, 
according to Sutton, is the total 
number of unique visits to 
Hometownlife.com. In 
January, 2003, the site regis-
tered 434,806 visits, up 20.3 
percent from the previous 
month. 

"To see usage gains of this 
sort on our site is unprecedent-
ed," said Sutton. "We are offer-
ing a site that brings to Web 
users the very best of our local 
hometown newspapers and 
telephone directories, together 
with the 24/7, fully searchable 
capability of the Web. This is 
obviously very attractive to our 
audience." 

Hometownlife.com is the 
main Web presence for The 
Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

It includes local news items 
from Hie Canton Observer, as 
well as classified ads and retail 
advertising from the paper. 
The site also includes fully 
searchable lists of advertising 
from the other 40-plus commu-
nity newspapers in Michigan 
published by HomeTown 
Communications Network, and 
as well searchable ads from 
telephone directories published 
by sister company, Michigan 
Directory Co, 

HELP WANTED ADS 

The site offers links to help 
wanted ads placed by employ-
ers in HomeTown newspapers. 

Total help wanted ads viewed 
in January were 196,818, a 70 
percent increase from the pre-
vious month, according to 
Sutton. 

"At a time when lots of people 
are looking for good jobs, the 
help wanted advertising on our 
site offers lots of local jobs, 
right around the corner," he 
said. 

The site also offers up to date 
real estate offered for sale, 
downloaded regularly from the 
MultiListService computer 
files. For January, a total of 
2,270,340 views of MLS real 
estate search results were 
logged onto \ 
Hometownlife.com. A total of 
227,034 detailed listing views 
were registered in January (a 
34 percent increase from the 
previous month) and a total of 
15,357 (up 1,023 from 
December) unique, detailed 
MIS listings were viewed by 
Web users interested in shop-
ping for a home, Sutton said. 

YELLOW PAGES i 

Hometownlife.com also 1 

offers (in the section called 
"Yellow Pages") ads from 
HomeTown Directory Co.'s local 
Michigan telephone directo-
ries; a total of 71,846 site page 
views were registered in 
January, up more than 12 per- "v 
cent from December. ' 

January views of news 
items selected from HomeTown 
community newspapers were ' 
60,542, up more than 20 
percent from the previous 
month. 

In addition to maintaining 
the Hometownlife.com site, 
HomeTown Digital offers cus-
tom Web design services, 
together with eBusiness Cards 
and eBrochures. The company 
may be reached at (800) 989-
4614 or at support@home-
townlife.com 

Two Canton teen 

For a couple of local 
teenagers, party time turned 
out to be not such a good 
idea. 

A 17-year-old Plymouth resi-
dent told Canton Police she 
attended a party in the 7800 
block ofWadebridge on 
Saturday night and parked 
her parents' car in the 
street 

She left the party and spent 
the night with a friend, leaving 
the car parked where it was. 
When she returned in the 
morning to get the car, the two 
driver's side tires were slashed, 
along with tires on two other 
cars. 

In another incident, MI 18-
year-old Canton woman told 
police she decided to throw an 
impromptu party on Jan. 31 
and invited several friends 
over. 

37 people, some of whom she 
did not know. 

She said everyone was told 
that the upstairs was off limits, 
but when she went upstairs 
about 2 a,m, a laptop 
computer was missing from a 
bedroom. 

COP CALLS 

MORE CAR DAMAGE 

A Canton resident reported 
to police that his car was 
parked in the 40000 block of 
Eaton on Jan. 31. 

Someone smashed the front 
windshield and rear window 
and flattened the two rear tires. 
Damage was estimated at 
$700. 

CAR BREAK-IN 

A Clarkston resident who 
works for Comcast told police 
he parked his 99 Ford Explorer 
in a parking lot in the 4200 
block of South Haggerty about 
10 a.m. on Feb. 3. 

He then went with a co-
worker in the co-worker's vehi-
cle to a subdivision to work. 
When he returned to his 
car about 3:30 p.m. the passen-
ger side window was broken 
and tools were missing from 
inside. 

By Jack Gladden 

M R 
Presented by ! 

; Oh Center For Physical Therapy 

TAKING THE RIGHT STEPS 
If you are a dancer, the exercises into their regular 

repetitive movements of dance rout ines. For the or ig ina l 
can contribute to any number injury, of course, it's then too 
of injuries, including tendinitis late. 
and stress fractures. Ballet's Whether you are in need of 
movements and positions, in treatment to rel ieve pain, 
particular, can place stress on restore range o f mot ion , 
the foot, ankle, and knee. In improve pe r fo rmance , or n 
type of knee' injury dur ing CENTER FOR' PHYSICAL 
the i r ba l le t t ra in ing and THERAPY wi l l be glad to assist 
careers. H ie injuries occurred you. in achieving your goal, 
most frequently at the front of Ask your physician tor a refer-

' i i ourspacic the knee. The sur also survey 
revealed that.only eight of the of-the-art facilities, located in 

rs had 21 injured dancers had prac- Plymouth, at 650 South Main 
tieed any preventive exercises Street at 4 5 5 - 8 3 7 0 for more 
fol lowing their injuries; yet in format ion. Early morning 
almost ah of the injured danc- and evening appointments 
ers began to incorporate such available. 

PS. Whether you dance or play a sport, find out what exercises you can 
perform prior to your play that can help prevent injury. 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://Www.cfcu.org
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Library events are 
cure 
Friends'author 
lunch is Apri l 10 

The Friends of the Canton, 
Plymouth, Northville and Nov! 
public libraries will hold their 
annual book and author lunch-
eon April 10 at St, John's Golf 
and Conference Center in 
Plymouth Township. 

Ticket sales begin Monday,, 
March 3 and run until March 
31. Lunch tickets are $25 and 
are available at the four 
libraries. The event opens at 11 
a.m. with a cash bar and the 
meal is at noon. 

Michigan author Bonnie Jo 
Campbell will be the speaker. 
Her latest book, Q Road, has 
been widely praised in reviews. 
The story revolves around a 
May-December romance and is 

set in a rural Michigan. 
Campbell makes in home near 

Some other events: 
• Everyone's reading A 

Lesson Before Dying and 
they're going to talk about it 
over lunch at the Canton Public 
Library. 

If you're reading Ernest 
Gaines' novel as part of the sec-
ond annual "Everyone's 
Reading..." community-wide 
book club, you won't want to 
miss this opportunity to discuss 
it. 

Bring lunch and your opin-
ion; the library will supply the , 
rest. 

A Lesson Before Dying will 
be discussed at noon on 
Thursday, Feb. 13; no registra-
tion is required. For more 
information, contact Rebecca 
Havenstein-Coughlin. 

AT THE LIBRARY 

Jul i f Carter of Plymouth, then a fifth-grader, takes a seat on the flight deck of a replica space shuttle during a 

PHOTOS BY TONY BRUSCAT01 STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

to Space Camp in Titusville, Fla. 

BY TONY BRUSCAT0 
STAFF WRITER 

As NASA officials continue 
their investigation into 
Saturday's Columbia space 
shuttle tragedy, the deaths of 
seven astronauts hit home for 
hundreds of teachers and 
ninth-grade students in the 
Plymouth-Canton School 
District. 

Four years ago, an anony-
mous $2.5 million donation 
made it possible for all 
Plymouth-Canton fifth-graders 
and their teasers to partici-
pate in a week-long storybook 
trip to the U.S. Space Camp in 
Titusville, Fla., , 

While students participated 
in various training exercises, 
just like real astronauts, one of 
the major activities centered 
around instruction and partici-
pation in a liftoff, flight and 
landing of the space shuttle. 
Every student particpated as a 
member of Mission Control, 
and then as an astronaut on 
board a replica of the space 
shuttle. 

"I was just shocked to see 
something like that happen," 
said Andrew Kokoszka of 
Plymouth Township, now a 
freshman at Canton High 
School. "To see human life that 
was lost in something that was 
trying to unite people was 
heartbreaking." 

Marc Ballelli, 15, of Canton 
Township, said he watched the 
news of Columbia in disbelief. 

"Yeah, I did flash back to 
when we were at Space Camp," 
Ballelli said. "It's hard to 
believe the tiles couldn't with-
stand the heat. 

"I think, though, they should 
continue the space program" 
he added."We have the technol-
ogy to fix tlie mistakes'." 

TYacy Racer, a fifth-grade 
teacher at Isbister Elementary, 
remembers her week at Space 
Camp with nearly 100 students 
in March 1999-

"I remember them telling us 
at Space Camp about the dan-
gers astronauts face, and it (the 
Columbia incident) really hit 
home," Racer said. "I remember 
being part of Mission Control 

Fifth-grade students in mission con-
trol get ready to guide the space 
shuttle to a safe landing during a 
1999 tr ip to Space Camp. 

and learning all the jobs, like 
payload specialist and flight 
director, and how all are different 

"I think it gave us all a differ-
ent insight than the average 
person," she added. "It's one of 
those things, that when some-
thing like this happens, it gives 
you chills." 

Racer said she has mixed 
feelings about continuing the 
space program after seeing 
what happened to Columbia. 

"I know that many of today's 
advances and answers are out 
in space, but it does put peo-
ple's lives in danger," she said. 
"Thank God there are people 
who are willing to take on the 
risk." 

Farrand Elementary 
Principal Ann Kuhn was doing 
Saturday chores when news of 
the Columbia shocked the 
world. 

"I think they were brave, tal-
ented, wonderful people. They 
were doing what they wanted 
to do, and recognized there was 
a lot of risk" Kuhn said. "(After 
going to Space Camp) I think 
you understand their excite-
ment and why they were willing 
to risk their lives. 

"One thing Space Camp 
taught us was that the excite-
ment and thrill of space explo-
ration is sometimes worth the 
risk," she added. 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net j (734) 459-2700 

Did you know ... 
• The first novel ever written 
on a typewriter was Tom 
Sawyer? 
• You can click on the "Everyone's 
Reading" icon in the right-hand col-
umn of our internet Branch for infor-
mation about this popular community-
wide reading project? 
• Bulletproof vests, fire escapes and 
windshield wipers were all invented by 
women? 
• You can drop by the Children's 

' Library on Friday mornings from 10 
a,m.-Noon to enjoy a simple craft and 
playtime with other children and par-
ents? 
• Teens can meet in the Community 
Room every Thursday from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. to play chess? • 
• The state of Alaska has the highest 
percentage of people who walk to 

Web watch 
Check out these new Web sites: 
• www.stuckinthe70s.com 
• www.moderntimes.com 
• www.adayinthelife.org 
• www.jazzbabies.com 
• www.museumofcostume.co.uk 

NEW CD's 
• "The Dark" - Guy Clark 
• "Woven & Spun" - Nichole Nordeman 
• "Looking For The Moon" - Tom 
Paxton 

' • "Rise" - Kim Richey 
• "Divine Discontent" - Sixpence None 
The Richer 
• "Rise And Shine" - Randy Travis , 

NEWCHiLDRENS BOOKS 
• "The Rope Trick" - Lloyd Alexander 
(fiction) 

• "Big Dogs" - Linda Jacobs Altaian 
(nonaction) 
• "Mapping The Skies" - Walter Olesky 
(nonfiction) 
• "Doing Time Online" - Jan Siebold 
(fiction) 
• "It Came From Beneath The Bed" -
James Howe (easy fiction) 

NEW ADULT BOOKS 
• "I Want That! How We All Became 
Shoppers" - Thomas Nine (nonfiction) 
• "Color: a Natural History Of The 
Pallette" - Victoria Finlay (nonfiction) 
• "Six Easy Pieces: Easy Rawlins 
Stories" - Walter Mosley (fiction) 
• "The Last Jihad" - Joel C. Rosenberg 
(fiction) 

NEW TEEN FICTION 
M "Say Yes" - Audrey Couloumbis 
• "This Lullaby" - Sarah Dessen 
• "The Divine Wind: A Love Story" -
Garry Disher 
m 

0: When did Valentine's Day originate? 
k Some experts say Valentine's Day 
originated from St. Valentine, a Roman 
who was martyred for refusing to give 
up Christianity. He died on Feb. 14,269 
A.D., the same day that had been 
devoted to love lotteries. Legend has 
it he sent a farewell note to the jailer's 
daughter, who had become his friend, 
and signed it "From Your Valentine." 
Gradually, Feb. 14 became the date for 
exchanging love messages and St. 
Valentine became the patron saint of 
lovers. The date was marked by send-
ing poems and simple gifts such as 
flowers and candy. Miss Esther 
Howland is given credit for sending 
the first US valentines. 

Source: www.holidays.net/amore 

Get your MORTGAGE at a BANK you can TRUST! 
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B16 CHILL 
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• In the gym, kids crowded 
around clowns making balloon 
animals at the Kids Klondike 
Karnival. 

• Saturday morning, about 
35 early birds took advantage of 
a buffet breakfast. 

The night before about 125 
turned out for the movie Snow 

• Saturday night, about 175 
people - mostly adults -
attended the Air Margaritaville 
concert as Jimmy Buffett songs 
filled the air. 

In the pool, the younger set 
enjoy a squirt-toy night. 

• About 150 Canton elemen-
tary children turned in entries 
for a contest titled Seven 
Things I Like Most About 
Michigan Winters. Results and 
prizes will be announced next 
week. 

• About 35 people took part 
on a 2.5-hour Monopoly tour-
nament. 

• Outdoors events included 
eight Softball teams 
playing with bright orange-
colored softballs and a sled 
derby. Some of the 34 entered 
sleds were "quite elaborate," 
according to Dates. 

VET 

Rohin Nanavatl of Canton, 2% tries his hand at Putt-Putt Golf at the Kids 
Klondike Karnival, part of the Big Chill. 

i 
m 

i 

m 

Logan Ross, 6, from left, Hannah Curtis, 8, Hannah Sterling, 4, and Katie Curtis, 6, all of Canton, listen to Kathy Frantz 
of the Howell Nature Center during a session on winter survival. 

S A L E E V E N " ! \ 
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Now Save During Our Factory Authorized 
Sale on Stanley Furniture. 

Bedroom® Dining • Youth • Home Office • Entertainment 

FINANCING up to 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST 
or...WE'LL, PAYYOUR SALES TAX!* 
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cancer. 

PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

"He was treated for lym-
phoma and he lived for 31/2 
years with chemotherapy," she 
said. "That's what made me 
realize that dogs can be treated 
without the serious side effects 
that people have to the treat-
ment and they can have a good 
quality of life." 

Thousands of miles away, in 
Munich, Germany, Michael 
Wolf was just graduating from 
vet school when he suffered a 
serious back injury. 

"That's what got me interest-
ed in neurology and neuro-
surgery," he said. "After I gradu-
ated, I came to the University 

• of Georgia... and worked with a 
neurologist there for some 
time. I trained for two years in 
Berne, Switzerland, and then 
for three years in Davis, Calif., 
at the vet school there." 

Now Obradovich and Wolf 
share a suite in a professional 
park at 8560 Canton Center 
Road in Canton, where she 
operates the Animal Cancer & 
Imaging Center and he runs the 
Animal Neurological Center. 

Both specialists are rare 
breeds, so to speak. Obradovich 
said there are about 125 animal 
oncologists worldwide and only 
two in Michigan. 

"And the other one doesn't 
have radiation facilities," she 

DOUG JOHNSON I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Mark Batchelor, hospital administrator, explains the radiation therapy room of 
the clinic. The radiation machine was reconditioned from a human hospital. 

Therein lies the secret to the 
success of their operation. 

"We're way more high-tech 
than Michigan State," said 
Mark Batchelor, hospital 
administrator for the clinic 
and, coincidentally, husband of 
Obradovich. "MSU sends us 
about 15 percent of our busi-
ness." 

The Canton clinic is the sec-
ond branch for Animal Cancer " 
& Imaging. She has another 
facility in Rochester Hills 
which is bursting at the seams 
with clients. But the Canton 
location is even more high-tech 
than that one. 

In addition to six examina-
tion rooms, there's a surgery 
suite where Wolf performs ! 
brain and spine surgery on his 
patients. 

They have ah X-ray room, an 
ultrasound, a CT scan and a 

radiation therapy machine. The 
CT and radiation equipment 
are reconditioned units from 
human hospitals, since such 
devices are not made just for 
veterinary use. 

Even though the two 
machines are "used," at a cost of 
$150,000 each it's clear that 
having a pet treated for cancer 
or neurological problems is not 
going to be inexpensive. And 
indeed it's not. 

According to Batchelor, an 
initial consultation is $85, a CT 
scan is $1,200 and a complete 
radiation treatment is $3,000. 

He said about a third of the 
overall business is radiation. 

"We have to see them every 
working day for three weeks," 
he said. "Between the two facil-
ities right now we probably see 
20 a day. People come from all 
over the state... from all over 
this part of the country and 
Canada." 

Batchelor said the largest vol-
ume of business is for 
chemotherapy treatments, and 
that's not cheap either. Last 
week a woman brought her dog 
in for a first chemotherapy 
treatment. 

"We did an ultrasound and 
X-rays, and now we're going to 
do chemotherapy," Obradovich 
said. "Her charges for today are 
$940." 

She said she didn't want to 
scare people away with the 
charges, but all of the equip-
ment and medication is 
extremely expensive. 

Since they operate on a 100-
percent referral basis from 
other veterinarians, 
Obradovich said most people 
are aware before they come to 
the clinic that they're in for 
some heavy costs. 

THE 

"With the cancer treatment," . 
she said, "people will often say, J 
'Why treat cancer in animals?' 
Over 50 percent of the ones we 
treat are cured. We concentrate 
on treating patients that have a 
good chance of a cure or at V 
least a meaningful pain-free ; 
remission." / 

And she pointed out that 
cancer is the leading natural 
cause of death in pets. ~-

Both Wolf and Obradovich 
said most of their patients are ' 
just ordinary people who love ^ 
their animals —- and there are 
lots of them. Wolf said he saw 
about 1,200 cases last year and ,Jt 
Obradovich said between the ^ 
Rochester Hills and Canton * 
locations, she saw 8,000 ' 
appointments and that includ-
ed 2,000 new cancer patients. 

And the pets are as special to 
therft as they are to their own- ^ ' 
ers. . , 

"Every pet is really important . 
to us," Wolf said. "Every pet has. 
a particular personality. Those ' 
who stay here for a longer peri-
od of time and who require a . 4 
lot of post-operative care and 
support, those are the cases you 
grow very close to. If they get . . 
better over time, that's the most" 
rewarding kind of experience 
you can have." : * 

For Obradovich, there's 
another aspect to the story. 

"While I was a resident at ^ 
Colorado State University, they 
developed a technique of doing 
a special surgery on a dog with 
a bone tumor," she said. "They 
were able to preserve the limb 
instead of amputating. And 
because of that work, they J 
ended up doing that procedure 
on children. Those are the . / 
things that are most meaning-
ful." 
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a conviction for attempted 
embezzlement, Patterson said 
before the jury entered the 
court room. 

Robinson broke into the 
restaurant at 5 a.m. knowing 
only two employees would be 
working there, taking invento-
ry; he knew Harrison and 
McCarty, and was angry they 
had been promoted over him, 
even though he had been 
employed at the restaurant 
longer than they had, Patterson 
said. 

"He proceeds to the back of 
the restaurant where he knows 
these managers are doing 
inventory, and he executes 
them," Patterson said. The killer 
shot each victim twice with a 
single-shot rifle. 

"Notice this is a single-shot 
shotgun," Patterson said. "You 
have to open it, load it, shoot it. 
Open it, load it, shoot it," four 
times to shoot both victims 
twice. 

The gun prosecutors say is 
the murder weapon belongs to 
Robinson, and had been stored 
at Robinson's sister's home 
until June, when he went to 
retrieve it. 

Patterson said Robinson then 
stole money from the company 
safe — between $7,000 and 
$8,000 — and then gave 
$1,000 to his girlfriend, and 
took her on a shopping spree at 
a mall. 

Robinson and his girlfriend 
were arrested July 11. The girl-
friend was later released after 
questioning. 

Robinson was held in jail and 
spoke to police the day after his 
arrest. By the evening of July 
12, Robinson had produced and 
signed a written confession. 

"The only thing false about 
that confession is the confes-
sion itself," argued Robinson's 
attorney, Henry Scharg. 

He added the confession is 
the product of "a tunnel vision 
investigation" by the Livonia 
Police Department. "After they 
arrested my guy, Mr. Robinson, 
by hell or high water they were 
going to get a confession in this 
case," he said. 

Scharg said in opening argu-
ments the confession was 
coerced. "Gone are the days of 
rubber tubes, bright lights and 
extensive hours on hours on 
hours of interrogation to get a 
confessionScharg said. 

Instead, Scharg said, 
Robinson was stripped of his 
clothing following his arrest, 
and was clothed only in a sheet 
until the day after the arrest. 

"They took everything 
including his underwear; he 
was stripped naked and put in 
a cell until the next day," Scharg 
said. 

According to police, his 
clothing was taken because it 
could be evidence if there was 
any blood or other fluids on the 
garments. 

Hours before producing the 
signed confession, Robinson 
had asked to speak to his fami-
ly, a request which Livonia 
police never approved in other 
cases, but did in Robinson's 
case. 

The police gave Robinson 
some clothing and "paraded his 
family in front of him," only 
after they sensed he was about 
to "break," Scharg said. 

He added there has been no 
evidence so far linking the shot-
gun to the murders, and there 
was no blood or other fluids on 
Robinson or his clothing 
to indicate he did the 
shooting. 

Robinson is charged with two 
counts of first-degree murder 
and two counts of felony mur-
der, as well as felony firearms 
and habitual offender charges. 
He is facing life in prison if 
found guilty. 

Robinson has previously 
been convicted of embezzle-
ment. 

The trial will continue 
through at least next week, 
and could go as long as three 
weeks, according to the attor-
neys. 

cmarshail@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953 

THINKING ABOUT 

TURF 
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athletic directors said they 
could come up with a proposal 
for replacement costs, and the 
amount of use it's going to get, 
that's what swayed me to vote 
for it." 

Joining Lamar in voting for 
the new turf and track were 
board President Elizabeth 
Givens and trustees Tom 
Wysocki and Marcy Staley. 
Board members Judy 
Mardigian, Carol Saunders and 
Mark Slavens voted against it. 

Much of the discussion 
against the project, once it was 

established new buses will be 
purchased, centered on the 
cost. Several board members 
wanted to put in natural grass, 
which would have kept the 
project to about $750,000. 

"Even though I know it's 
going to cost more money to 
upkeep, I just couldn't say yes 
because it's a lot of money," said 
Saunders. "I'm concerned about 
what message we're sending the 
community if we can spend 
that amount of money and ask 
them for more money (a future 
bond proposal). I'm concerned 
with the perception of our use 
of money." 

Slavens said he voted against 
spending the money for syn-
thetic turf because "we could do 

the grass field and save the dis-
trict additional funds of about 
$400,000-8500,000 initially. -
And, with the economic situa-
tion we're in right now, that is 
what I felt was appropriate to 

Board members were 
would cost approximately 
535,000 a year for upkeep of a 
grass turf. Replacement costs in 
8-12 years for a new synthetic 
rug is estimated by district offi-
cials at $400,000. 

Athletic directors from all 
three high schools were at the 
board meeting, pushing for the 
new synthetic turf, the same 
type that's used by the Detroit 
Lions at Ford Field, to help 
handle as manv as 54 football -

games and 90 soccer games 
played at the complex. 

The biggest problem, because 
of a damaged drainage system, 
occurs when it rains. Too much 
play on the field turns it into 
mud, and in the past forced the 
cancellation of a football game 
and resulted in moving a band 
competition to South Lyon, 
which has synthetic turf. 

"I think it was a necessity for 
the district in order for us to 
keep programs running and 
have the participation level we 
have in the district," said Terr}' 
Sawchuck, Plymouth High 
School athletic director. "When 
you talk about wants and 
needs, this is definitely a need." 

Staley agreed with that 

assessment. 
"We know that it has to i • 

durable, and it has to be 
for our students," said Stai< 
"This is our chance to do 11 
and I don't want us to be 
penny-wise and pound fn< 

Other high schools in tin 
area that use synthetic t u n 
include Birmingham Seals--
Birmingham Groves, Wall-
Lake Northern, Troy, Troy 
Athens, Berkley, Milfoid 
Lakeland and Detroit L i • 
Day. Ken Jacobs, the <lw 
executive director of supp: 
services, said the new fie' i i 

•* face will be ready in time ! 
play in August. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 
SAGEAR SCHOLARSHIP 

Officials at Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools are striv-
ing to recognize a student who 
has overcome adversity. They 
are looking for students who 
have displayed courage, perse-
verance, spirit and creativity in 
succeeding despite a physical, 
mental or emotional barrier. 

The recipient of this award 
will receive a $500 scholarship 
named after Sandra Sagear, a 
1969 graduate of the original 
Plymouth High School who 
imagined and believed she 
could succeed as she lived 
everyday with polio. 

Deadline for application is 
April 1. Applications are avail-
able in the counseling offices or 
can be downloaded at www.sto-
rytellerdesign. 
com/SandraSagear-
RotaryScholar.pdf 

PCAC DINNER AUCTION 

The Plymouth Community 
Arts Council has chosen The 
Gold Tones, a popular local 
entertainment company, to 

orchestrate its 1970s themed 
dinner-dance and auction 
March 14. The Gold Tones per-
formed to rave reviews at the 
fall 2001 Art Train Blast-Off 
party in Plymouth. Their spe-
cialty is providing a total enter-
tainment package of music and 

Ford Rd 1Mil« W, of I-275 I 

$ 5 , 2 5 Kids all shows I 

1 *6 .35 S t u d e n t s & Late Show Fr i A S a t : 

$7.75 Evenings Mon -Thura 

© No Passes 

| Uaiiaitsd Fret Drink & .25* Corn Rsfiiis | 

A special treat at this year's 
event will be a performance by 
Salem High School principal 
Jerry Ostoin and his Bongo 
Boys and Bongettes. As the 
evening's opening act, they 
promise to set the tone for a 
psychedelic night of fan. All 
the classics of the 70's, such as 
the Rolling Stones, Elton John, 
Jimmy Buffet and Pink Floyd 
will make an appearance. 

Passions of the Past: A 70's 
Bash •mil also include a silent 
auction featuring items donat-
ed by local artists and business-
es, including artwork, jewelry, 
gift baskets and sports memo-
rabilia. Several special dona-
tions will be reserved for the 
live auction. On the auction 
block will be a digital piano, a 
Garland resort package, a week 
at a condo in Puerto Vallarta, 
and front row Piston tickets. All 
of the proceeds will benefit 
PCAC community arts and edu-

cational programs. 
The council plans a preview 

party Friday, March 7 from 6-9 
p.m. at the council building at 
774 N. Sheldon in Plymouth. 
The party is free to ticket hold-
ers and $10 for others. All of 
the auction merchandise will be 
displayed and catalogs will be 
available. Several items will be 
placed in silent auction during 
the evening. For those unable 
to attend the fund-raiser, silent 
bids can be placed for those 
items to be auctioned March 
14. . 

The dinner-dance and auc-
tion takes place Friday, March 
14 from 5:30 p.m. until mid-
night at St. John's Golf and 
Conference Center in 
Plymouth. To purchase tickets, 
donate an auction item or help 
the planning committee, call 
the PCAC at (734) 416-4278. 

LITERACY TUTORS 

The Community Literacy 
Council is seeking volunteers to 
tutor adults in reading. They 
train and provide all of the 
materials. Several day and 
evening training sessions are 
planned for February; the 
training is held at Starkweather 

school in Plymouth and/or at 
the Canton Library. "We have 
about 17 volunteers right now," 
says coordinator Fran Relyea, 
"but we would like to double 
that number." 

The current volunteers are 
both young and old, Relyea 
said. Volunteers always tutor in 
public places, usually the 
Canton or Plymouth Library. 
Call (734) 416-4906 to register 
for training by Friday, Feb. 7. 
Training takes about 14 hours 
and is spread over several ses-
sions. 

PUT THE EDITOR TO WORK 

Ever take a look at other peo-. 
pie's jobs and wonder, "Could I 
do that?" 

Plymouth Observer editor 
Brad Kadrich wants to help you 
find out. Here's the idea: 

Kadrich is looking for ideas 
of the kinds of jobs people often 
wonder about He'll take ideas 
he gets from readers and, once 
a month, will schedule some 
time on those jobs, and then 
write about them the following 
week. 

The only real criteria is that it 
needs to be a local job (city or 
township), and it must be able 
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Dinner 
WORKSHOP ON 

The 5 Secrets to 
Permanent Weight Loss 

to be done without having to go 
to school to do it. No brain sur-
gery, no electrical engineering, 
no computer programming. 

Once the suggestions have 
been compiled, we'll put 
together a schedule and start 
bringing readers a view from a 
working man's or woman's per-
spective. 

Readers can e-mail sugges-
tions to the Plymouth Observer 
at 
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net 
or fax them to (734) 459-4224. 

Canton readers can also con-
tact the Canton Observer and 
talk to Doug Johnson, (734) 
459-2700. 

AAUWPLAY 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Branch of the American 
Association of University 
Women presents its production 
of Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs at 7:30 p.m. March 6-7 
and at 10 a.m.s 1 p.m. and 3 
p.m. Saturday, March 8. 

The play will be performed at 
O'Leary Auditorium in Garden 
City High School, 6500 
Middlebelt in Garden City. 

Tickets will be on sale at 
all Plymouth-Canton schools 
Feb. 11-13; at all Garden City 
schools Feb. 18-20; and at 
Little Book Shoppe on the Park, 
380 S. Main in Plymouth, Feb. 
22-March 5. Admission is $4. 

PCAC DINNER AUCTION 

The Plymouth Community 
Arts Council has chosen The 
Gold Tones, a popular local 
entertainment company, to 
orchestrate its 1970s themed 

dinner-dance and auction 
March 14. The Gold Tones per-
formed to rave reviews at t|ie 
fall 2001 Art Train Blast-Off 
party in Plymouth, Their,spe-
cialty is providing a total Enter-
tainment package of music and 
dancing. 

A special treat at this year's 
event will be a performance by 
Salem High School principal 
Jerry Ostoin and his Bongo 
Boys and Bongettes. As the 
evening's opening act, they 
promise to set the tone for a 
psychedelic night of fun. All 
the classics of the 70's, such as 
the Rolling Stones, Elton John, 
Jimmy Buffet and Pink Floyd 
will make an appearance. 

Passions of the Past: A 70's 
Bash will also include a silent 
auction featuring items donat-
ed by local artists and business-
es, including artwork, jewelry, 
gift baskets and sports memo-

Several special donations will 
be reserved for the live auction. 
The council plans a preview 
party Friday, March 7 from 6-9 
p.m. at the council building at 
774 N. Sheldon in Plymouth. 
The party is free to ticket hold-
ers and $10 for others. 

All of the auction merchan-
dise will be displayed and cata-
logs will be available. 

Several items will be placed 
in silent auction during the 
evening. For those unable to 
attend the fund-raiser, silent 
bids can be placed for those 
items to be auctioned March 
14. 

To purchase tickets, donate 
an auction item or help the 
planning committee, call the 
PCAC at (734) 416-4278. 

Learn: 
• Why diets don't work. 
• Why eating fat doesn 't make you f a t , 
• What hormone is out of control in your body. 
• How to reduce your chance of breast cancer by 70%. 
• How to regain your mergy and vitality and much, much more! 

Based on the best-selling books "Sugar Busters" 
and The Zone Diet" 

Sponsored by the Doctors' Speakers Bureau 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Michael Brackney D. C. 

Wednesday, February 12th at 7:30 p.m. at Bakers Square 
Limited to 30 callers! 

734-455-4444 

TEACHER 
FROM PAGE A1 

Rea. "I had it in back of a piece 
of cardboard X was carrying." 

Rea said it never occurred to 
him at all to tell school officials 
he was bringing in the gun, "no 
more than I would have noti-
fied them about any other lab 
equipment I would have 
brought in." 

Rea always kept the gun 
locked in a Canton High School 
storage room. 

"Last June, I was cleaning 
everything out for the move to 

Plymouth. Since the rooms at 
Plymouth were not yet secured 
(during construction), I took it 
home for the summer," he said. 
"When police came into the 
room, I didn't know what they 
were looking for. They wouldn't 
say... but then I figured it out 
and told them what I brought 
in." School officials placed Rea 
on administrative leave, with 
pay, until law enforcement offi-
cials made their decisions not to 
press charges. During the time 
away from the classroom, Rea 
said he created lesson plans for 
substitutes teaching his class. 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
W I N T E R SALE 
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ONLY IN A 

Jeep 

YOUR JEEP DEALERS 
ANNOUNCE THE BEST 
VALUES IN AMERICA. 

GREAT 
4x4s 

2003 JEER GRAND CHEROKEE 

MOST AWARD-WINNING BRAND 
- OF 4x4s EVER BUILT* 

+ 
GREAT 

PROTECTION 

FULLY TRANSFERABLE 

POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY 

GREAT 
DEAL 

BEST VALUES 
IN AMERICA! 

*Based on major U.S 

jeep.com 

jeep Is a registered trademark of DalmlerChrysler Corporation. ' 
.S. national auto publications, 1982-2002. **See dealer for a copy of this limited warranty. A deductible applies. fCash allowance on 2003 Grand Cherokee only. Must take delivery from dealer stock. 

SEE YOUR JEEP DEALER. 1-800-925-JEEP 

http://www.observerandeccent
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Meghan Elizabeth Spieles 

Services for Meghan Spieles, 6, 
of Ann Arbor (formerly of 
Canton) were held Feb. 4 at St. 
John Neumann Catholic 
Church in Canton. 
Meghan was born March 22, 
1996, in Ypsilanti and died Jan. 
31 at Children's Hospital. She 
was a student 
Survivors include parents, 
Mark (Kim) Spieles of Ann 
Arbor; and sister, Makenna 
Spieles. 
Arrangements made by Nelly-
Turowski Funeral Home in 
Canton. 

Alice C. Smith 
Services for Alice Smith, 90, 

of Ann Arbor, were held Jan. 
30 at the Northview Cemetery 
with the Rev. Richard Perfetto 
officiating, with internment fol-
lowing. 

Mrs. Smith was born Sept. 
15,1912, in Escanaba and died 
Jan. 26 in Plymouth. She was a 
homemaker. She was a mem-

. ber of Resurrection Catholic 
Church. 

Survivors include daughters, 
Joanna E. (James) Fornell of 
Livonia and Susan S. (Peter) 
Kleemann of Canton; brother, 
Walter Russell of Escanaba; sis-
ter, Doris Stokes of Boca Raton, 
Fla.; granddaughters Jennifer 
Fornell and Rebecca Fornell; 
grandsons, Michael Kleemann 
and Jonathan Kleemann; and 
great-granddaughter. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen, The Capuchins, 1820 
M l Elliott Avenue, Detroit, MI 
48207-3496. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Martha E. Wilt 
Sendees for Martha Wilt, 95, 

of Livonia (formerly of 
Plymouth) were held Feb. 3 at 
the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home with burial in Riverside 

Cemetery in Plymouth. 
Mrs. Wilt was born Dec. 16, 

1907, in New Albany, ind., and 
died Jan. 30 in Livonia, She 
was a homemaker. She moved 
to the Livonia community eight 
years ago from Plymouth, She 
was a longtime Plymouth resi-
dent. She was a former mem-
ber of the Rock Exchange Club. 
She enjoyed collecting mineral 
specimens and fossils. She also 
enjoyed jewelry making. 

Mrs. Wilt was preceded in 
death by her husband, Stanley 
Wilt. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Linda (Ron) Frechen of 
Livonia; granddaughter, 
Jennifer Frechen of Livonia; 
and nephew, Warren Peters of 
TVenton. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the National Kidney 
Foundation. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Alice Sarah Park 
Sendees for Alice Park, 90, of 

Livonia were held Feb. 1 at St. 
John Neumann Catholic 
Church with the Rev. Joseph 
Mallia officiating. Burial was at 
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in 
Southfield. 

Mrs. Park was born April 12, 
1912, in Port Huron and died 
Jan. 30 in Leslie. She was a 
homemaker. She came to the 
Livonia community in 1967 
from Detroit. She and her hus-
band built a new home in 
Rosedale Gardens in Livonia. 
She was formerly a member of 
St. Michael's Catholic Church 
in Livonia. She was a foster 
grandparent at the Plymouth 
State Home for five years. She 
spent her winters in Florida. 

Mrs. Paxk was preceded in 
death by her husband, Kenneth 
W. Park; son, Richard Park; sis-
ter, Mary; and brother, Bud. 

Survivors include children, 
Dr. Kenneth (Kathy) Park of 

STORAGE USA 

Notice is hereby given that on (FEBRUARY 17, 2003), Tate & Co. 
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Storage USA, will be 
offering for sale under the judicial lien process, by public auction, 
the following storage units. The goods to be sold are generally 
described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be cash 
only. Storage USA reserves the right to refuse any and all bids. The 
sale will be at the following location: Storage USA, 6729 CANTON 
CENTER RD., CANTON, MI 48187 AT 12:30 P.M. 

D-112 Rod O. Davis Computer, printer, 

painting supplies. 

J-348 Michelle Eminger Household Items. 

J-350 Storage USA Misc. Items • 
Publish: January 80 and February 8,2008 

ladders, misc. 

Cary, 111., Carl Park of Livonia, 
Kathleen Park of NorthviHe, 
Kevin (Cherlyn) Park of 
Canton, Lisa (Ron) Keefer of 
Leslie, and Jackie Kendal of 
West Bloomfield; 21 grandchil-
dren; 18 great-grandchildren; 
and sisters, Inez, Ann, Vera, and 
Norma. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Foster 
Grandparent Program, Catholic 
Social Services of Wayne 
County, 9851 Hamilton Avenue, 
Detroit, MI 48202, or S t Jude 
Children's Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105-1905. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Ruth Marie Kupstas 
Services for Ruth Kupstas, 

77, of Plymouth were held Jan. 
31 at S t John Neumann 
Catholic Church with the Rev. 
C. Richard Kelly officiating^ 
Burial was at Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery in Southfield. 

Mrs. Kupstas was born Aug. 
18,1925, in Donora, Pa., and 
died Jan. 27 at S t Mary Mercy 
Hospital. She was a homemak-
er. She was a member of S t 
John Neumann Catholic 
Church. 

Survivors include husband, 
Edward M. Kupstas of 
Plymouth; daughter, Mary Ann 
(John) Pokryfky of Canton; 
grandson, John (Barbara) 
Pokryfky of Livonia; grand-
daughters, Kimberly (Jeff) 
Walesch of Canton and 
Rebecca; great-granddaughter, 
Amanda; and great-grandsons, 
John Edward and Aidan. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Charles E. Simpson 
Services for Charles Simpson, 

91, of Plymouth, were held Feb. 
2 at the Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home with the Rev. 
Drex Morton officiating. Burial 
was at Riverside Cemetery. 

Mr. Simpson was born Sept 
2,1911, in Carp Lake and died 
Jan. 31 in Westland. He was a 
retired equipment operator for 
Wayne County parks. He came 
to the Plymouth community 
from Flint in the 1930s. He 
enjoyed his cabin in Luzerne, 
Mich. He loved to garden and 
do yard work and enjoyed 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton, 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
palling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: February 6 and 28,2003 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR BID 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept 
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, 
February 20th, 2003 for the following: 

AUDIO/VISUAL EQUIPMENT- PUBLIC WORKS TRAINING 

Bid forms may be picked up at the Finance and Budget 
Department counter or yob may contact Mike Sheppard at (734) 
394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly 
marked with the proposal name, company name, address and 
telephone number and date and time of bid opening. The Township 
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. The 
Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 

Publish: February 6,2003 

WESTERN TOWNSHIPS UTILITIES 
AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGULAR 
MEETING SYNOPSIS 

3:00 PM. MONDAY, JANUARY 27,2003 
Regular meeting called to order at 3:02 p.m. 
Present: Thomas Yack, Steve Mann, Mark Abbo 
Agenda-adopted as amended, changing the order of items under 
reports. 
Minutes of regular meeting of December 16,2002-approved. 
Schedule of operating expenses totaling $1,425,197.81-approved. 
Audit (FY Ending September 30,2002)-approved, 
Operations & Maintenance Report for December 2002-received and 

Director's Report for January 2003-received and filed. 
2002 Year In Review-received and filed. 
Bond Debts Payment Budget Amendment-approved. 
WTUA/YCUA Agreement; Third Amendment-approved. 
Accountant Position Recruitment-approved. 
YCUA Plant Expansion Update-received and filed. 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 

Chairperson, 
THOMAS J. 'SACK 

This is a synopsis. A complete copy of the minutes may be reviewed 
at the WTUA offices located at 40905 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187, 

Publish: Febmajy 6,2003 -

He was a loving father, grand-
father, great-grandfather and 
brother. 

Mr. Simpson was preceded in 

death by wife, Elizabeth and 
son, Kenneth. 

Survivors include son, Chuck 
Simpson of Luzerne; daughter-
in-law, Susan Simpson of 
Luzerne; grandchildren, Karen 
(Ron) Mettetal of Canton, 
Leanne Simpson of Plymouth 
and Marni Chilcoff of 
Plymouth; great-grandchil-
dren, Brandy, Shannon and 
Ashley; and brother, Alva 
(01evia)Simpson of Garden 
City. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Odyssey Hospice, 
26111 Evergreen, Southfield, 
MI 48076. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Maxlne Merryfield Dickerson 
Services for Maxine 

Dickerson, 87, of Chelsea (for-
merly of Plymouth) were held 
Feb. 5 at the First United 
Methodist Church in Chelsea-

Mrs. Dickerson was born 
Nov. 2,1915, in Ypsilanti 
Tbwnship mid died Feb. 1 in 
Superior Township. She and 
Lon were married in 1939 and 
moved to Plymouth in 1950, 
where they owned and operat-
ed Dickerson's Market. They 
resided in Plymouth until 2002 
when they moved to a retire-
ment community in Chelsea. 

Mrs. Dickerson was preceded 
in death by her brother, Arthur 
Merryfield and sister, Lucy 
DiLLmar. 

Survivors include husband of 
63 years, Lon; children, Lon 
(Anne) of Savannah, Ga. and 
Karen (Merlyn) Street of 
Chelsea; grandchildren, Charna 
(Jerry) Boquette of Chelsea, 
Robert (Lea) Dickerson of 
Sioux City, Iowa, Sarah (FerreU) 
Jackson of Boumholder, 
Germany, Martina (Erik) 
Tjolsen of Canton, and Peter 
Dickerson of Omaha, Neb.; 
eight great-grandchildren; 
brother, Glen Merryfield of 
Ypsilanti; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to St. Joseph Mercy, 
Heart Failure Program, 5325 
Elliott Drive, Suite 108, 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

K. Jean Itombley 
Services for K. Jean 

Trombley, 77, of Salem 
Township, were held Feb. 5 at 
the Schrader-Howell Funeral 

Home with the Rev. Drex 
Morton officiating. Burial was 
at Riverside Cemetery. 

Mrs. TVombley was born Dec. 
27,1925, in England and died 
Jan. 31 in Ann Arbor. She 
came to the Plymouth commu-
nity from England in 1946. She 
owned and operated a lovely 
flower shop, Baskets and Bows, 
in Plymouth for many years. 
Prior to this, she worked for the 
Bill Wood mid Joe Merritt 
Insurance Agencies. She was a 
member of the Plymouth Elks 
#1780. She loved to knit, 
designing and knitting sweaters 
for Boyd's Teddy Bears and for 
Murphy's Bears. She enjoyed 
flower arranging for her ' 
friends. She was a loving friend 
to many people in the area and 
gave unselfishly of her time and 
talents. 

Mrs. Trombley was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Raymond; and son, James. 

Survivors include son, Alan 
(Kathy) Trombley; several 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children; and many friends. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the American 
Cancer Society. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Helene Nettle Florken 
Mrs. Helene Florken, 82, of 

Plymouth died Jan. 28 at St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital. She 
was born March 25,1920, in 
New Boston. She had worked 
in sales. 

Mrs. Florken was preceded in 
death by her husband, George 
C. Florken, Sr. 

Survivors include son, 
George C. Florken of Plymouth; 
and brother, Harry Burek of 
Belleville. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the American Lung 
Association of Michigan, 26555 
Evergreen Ste. 375, Southfield, 
MI 48076. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Edward Michael Kupstas 
Services for Edward Kupstas, 

79, of Plymouth were held Feb. 
3 at St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church with the Rev. 
Joseph S. Mallia officiating. 
Burial was at Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery in Southfield. 

Mr. Kupstas was born June 
11,1923, in Edwardsville, Pa., 
and died Jan. 31 in Superior 
Township. He was self-
employed. He was a veteran of 

World War II, serving in the 
U.S. Army. 

Mr. Kupstas was preceded in 
death by his wife, Ruth Marie 
Kupstas. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Mary Ann (John) Pokryfky of 
Canton; grandson, John 
(Barbara) Pokryfky of Livonia; 
granddaughters, Kimberly 
(Jeff) Walesch of Canton and 
Rebecca Pokryfky of Novi; 
great-granddaughter, Amanda; 
and great-grandsons, John 
Edward and Aidan. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Catherine J . Carr 
Services for Catherine Carr, 

95, of Superior Tbwnship will 
be held at a later date. 

Mrs. Carr was born April 11, 
1907, in Scotland and died Feb. 
1 in Superior Township. She 
was a homemaker. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Ellen (Dick) l\icker of 
Plymouth; grandson, Ben 
T\icker; brother-in-law, 
Leonard (Alice) Carr; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Wayne Co. Regional 
library for Blind, 30555 
Michigan Avenue, Westland, 
MI. 48186 or Arbor Hospice. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Elmer V. Carlson 
Services for Elmer V. Carlson, 

83, of Glenview, 111. were held 
privately. 

Mr. Carlson was born April 
29,1919, in Michigan and died 
Jan. 23 at Glenbrook Hospital. 
He was an engineer for 
Knowles Electronics in Itasca 
with 40 years of service. He 
held many patents for hearing 
aid devices. 

Survivors include wife Mary 
J. Carlson; brother, Frank 
Carlson of Bedford, Texas; sis-
ters, Agnes (Kenneth) Wheeler 
of Plymouth; Edna Wilson of 
Pontiac, and Evelyn (Robert) 
Senecal of Lawrence, Kansas; 
and many nieces and nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to Elmer Carlson 
Memorial Hearing Aid 
Foundation, 16880 Middlebelt 
Road, Suite #4, Livonia, MI 
48154 or Etymotic Research, 
Inc., Carlson Teaching 
Laboratory Fund, 61 Martin 
Lane, Elk Grove Village, IL 
60007. 

Arrangements made by 
Oehler Funeral Home, Des 
Plains, 111. 

You're Gonna 

m At TCF Bank, when we say 
Totally Free Checking, we mean it! 

• No minimum monthly balance* • No monthly service charges • No per-check charges 
• Free TCF Express Phone Card** • Free gift when you open a checking account 

You're gonna love our new location! 
\ * i 

Visit our new TCF Bank, located at the intersection of 
Ford Road and Caiiton Center, near the Meijer store. 

Phone us toll-free seven days a week 
1-866-TCF-BANK (823-2265) 

www.tcfexpress.com 

• B r a 

•$100 minimum opening deposit require!. *®Each TCF Check Card purchase of S10 or more wiH earn one minute of free long distance, ATM 
MEMBER FDIC withdrawals or deposits not included. Refer to the Convenience Services Brochure for more information. ©2003 TCF National Bank. 

t, PDF obomtoos? 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.tcfexpress.com


www.observerandeccenlric.com Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, February 6,2003 (*A9)(0F) ^ 

GET OUT OF YOUR 
LEASE EARLY! 

Gold Eey Lessees with leases maturing in March, April 
or May can have their last three payments waived 
when they purchase or lease any new Dodge car or true 

•I 

.ii 

'•I 

2003 Dodge Durango SXT 

RETURNING DAIMLERCHRYSLER 
EMPLOYEE LESSEES CAN LEASE FOR 

FOR 39/MO 
•kit 

$1 DUE AT SIGNING 

2003 Dodge Stratus Sedan SXT 

. 'RETURNING DAIMLERCHRYSLER 
EMPLOYEE LESSEES CAN LEASE FOR 

Tax, title and license extra. 
No security deposit required. 

DUE AT SIGNING 
Tax, title and license extra. 

No security deposit required. 
2003 Dodge Caravan SXT 

RETURNING DAIMLERCHRYSLER 
EMPLOYEE LESSEES CAN LEASE FOR 

$216/MO 

FOR 39/MO» 
• > 

DUE AT SIGNING 

or Choose 

O" ' A P R 
FINANCING 
on 2003 models 

U P T O $ 
Tax, tide and license extra. 

No security deposit required. 

OR 4500 CASH 
ALLOWANCES" 
$1,000-$4,500 
Cash Allowance 
depending on 2003 model. 

POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY5 

7 years or 70,000 miles of coverage on the hardest-working 
parts of the vehicle, the engine and transmission. 

Ford, Chevy and Toyota don't match it. 

GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 

Current Gold Key lessees can end their leases 
up to 3 months early when they get a new Dodge. 

GREAT D O D G E P R O D I GTS + GREAT P O W E R T R A I N P R O T E C T I O N + GREAT CASH ALLOWANCES 

ADDS I P TO BEST VALUES IN AMERICA! 
*0ffer for customers with current Gold Key Lease agreements or Gold Key Plus contracts ending between 3/1/02 and 5/31/03. Customer is responsible for fees and charges due on their existing account See dealer for details. Note; The funds 
used to cover your payments will be supplied by DaimierChrysler or affiliate; they cannot be applied to your new vehicle lease or purchase. Must take delivery by 3/31/03. "Actual terms vary by participating dealer. This lease example for qualified returning 
DaimlerChrysier employee lessees is based on MSRP for a 2003 Durango SXT with a 26F package, plus an acquisition fee, and assumes a dealer contribution of $3,710, which may affect the final price. Option to buy at lease end at pre-negotiated price. 
$.20 per mile for miles over 12,000 per year and charge for excess wear due at lease end. Tax, title, license, first month's payment, and down payment due at signing. No security deposit required for qualified customers. Take delivery by 2/28/03. 
Residency restrictions apply. fActual terms vary by participating dealer. This lease example for qualified lessees is based on MSRP for a 2003 Stratus SXT with a 24V package, plus an acquisition fee, and assumes a dealer contribution of $1,967, which 
may affect the final price. Option to buy at lease end at pre-negotiated price. $.20 per mile for miies over 12,000 per year and charge for excess wear due at lease end. Tax, title, license, first month's papen t , and (town payment due at signing. No 
security deposit required for qualified customers. Take delivery from dealer stock by 2/28/03. Residency restrictions apply. t fActual terms vary by participating dealer. This lease example for qualified lessees is based on MSRP for a 2003 Caravan SE 
SXT with a 25C package plus an acquisition fee, and assumes a dealer contribution of $2,411, which may affect the final price. Option to buy at lease end at pre-negotiated price. $.20 per mile for miies over 12,000 per year and charge for excess wear 
due at lease end. Tax, title, license, first month's payment, and dpwn payment due at signing. No security deposit required for qualified customers. Take delivery by 2/28/03. Residency restrictions apply. •Financing for qualified buyers. Offer ends 2/28/03. 
Excludes Grand Caravan eL and eX models. Take delivery of Stratus Sedan from dealer stock. ##$1,000-$4,500 t depending on model. Take delivery of Stratus Sedan from dealer stock. Residency restrictions apply. §See deafer for copy of Powertrain 
Limited Warranty. A deductible applies. ! 
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OUR VIEWS 

Cooler heads bring 
school gun scare to 
appropriate ending 

Plymouth High School Principal Michael Bee got the 
scare of a lifetime last Thursday when police swarmed 
through his building looking for a man with a gun. 

Turned out it was a teacher bringing in a BB rifle for a 
physics experiment. The whole incident was over in less 
than 60 minutes. 

By all accounts the teacher, Steve Rea, is a veteran edu-
cator with a good record. That's too bad because the only 
real blame lies with him. 

The Canton and Plymouth township police, and the 
administration, staff and students all did their jobs dur-
ing the lockdown Thursday. 

And certainly the concerned mom did the right thing. 
She was dropping off a student, saw what looked like a 
gun, and made the call to the police. 

We do not think any of the responses were over the top. 
Remember 9/11. 
Remember the Washington, D.C., sniper. 
Remember April 1999 in Littleton, Colo., at Columbine 

High School, where 14 students and a teacher died. 
Remember Kayla Rolland, a 6-year-old shot and killed 

by her classmate in Flint two years ago. 
In light of these events and many, many others, no one 

can take guns lightly. 
Teachers can't be too quick to pass the P-CEP incident off as 

harmless. Their fellow teachers have been killed, too. 
Remember Lake Worth, Fla., where a 13-year-old boy brought 
a pistol to school die last day of classes and killed his teacher. 

No, we think the police and the administration did the 
right thing. 

At press time, it appeared nothing serious would happen to 
Rea, and we're sure the cool heads which managed the event so 
well will handle the follow-up with equal equanimity. Who 
among us has not made an error in judgment? Often, the worst 
consequence for bad judgment is profound embarrassment 

Unfortunately, this particular judgment crossed the line 
into what has evolved into the most serious school issue of our 
time: unseen and unexpected violence against our loved ones. 

State does poorly 
on delivering MEAP 

For school districts, dealing with the state's Michigan 
Educational Assessment Program is like competing in the 
high jump. Once districts clear the bar, the state raises it. 

Districts have long been rankled by the state's heavy-
handedness when it comes to MEAP. It is quick to hold 
school districts accountable when they don't measure up 
and quick to point the finger when irregularities, real or 
imagined, are found. 

So it's i ronic t h a t the s ta te expected schools to be 
"understanding" about a "slight inconvenience" caused by 
the late delivery of MEAP materials. The delay stemmed 
f rom the state's decision to pre-slug s tudents ' answer 
folders. Organizing the data provided by school districts 
took longer than expected and had a domino effect on the 
printing and delivery. 

But that effect was more than a bump in the road for 
schools like Stevenson Middle School in Westland and 
Clarenceville's Botsford Elementary which received mate-
rials for schools near Temperance and in Benzie County. 
In the case of Stevenson, the start of testing was delayed 
two days while the state provided new answer folders. 

We unders t and school officials' concern about t he 
effect t he delays will have on tes t scores. And quite 
f rankly, we agree wi th Shei la Alles, Livonia Publ ic 
Schools' director of elementary curriculum, who called 
the whole process this year "extremely unprofessional, 
disappointing, frustrating and agonizing." 

School officials wonder who will hold the state account-
able for this fiasco. We do, too. The treasury department, 
which administers MEAP, hasn't had the greatest track 
record. Two years ago, it made a blanket allegation of 
cheating only to have to back pedal because some of its 
information was inaccurate. 

It is the state that has made the MEAP tests high stakes. 
Performance on the tests accounts for most of die score on the 
state's Education Yes! report card, due out this spring. The 
program will give letter grades to each school in the district 

We are well-aware that implementing a new system can 
have glitches, but the state should have acted sooner, possibly 
delaying the start oftesting to sort out the delivery problems. 

Considering its performance, we give the treasury 
department a failing grade. We can only hope it will show 
appropriate improvement in the next round of testing. 
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Sharon Whichello, assistant governor, left, and Governor Bob Gallagher, right, present Interact President Brandon Bunt with the club's charter certificate 
at the Plymouth Canton Interact Club Charter Party. The three dozen Interact members show what can be done when embracing community spirit. 

Missed chance 
In the article "Canton to observe MLK 

day," Dan Durack, the administrative and 
. community services director, gave a pre-
view of what Ian Hill would be saying at a 
training event for Canton employees: 
"He will talk about commonality rather 
than diversity. Not how different we are, 
but how alike we are" 

As I read Durack's words, a picture that 
ran in the Jan. 9 Observer came to my 
mind. The picture showed the Canton 
Township Board of Trustees at a monthly 
meeting. The caption "How alike we are" 
would have been an appropriate tag for 
that picture as it showed our racially 
homogenous board conducting business. 

The "how alike we are" description lives 
on with the board's recent appointment 
of Karl Zarbo to fill the slot left vacant by 
Phil LaJoy's election to the Michigan 
Legislature. I make this observation not 
to question Mr. Zarbo's merits (he sounds 
like a very committed and capable public 
servant), but rather to point out the 
board's short-sightedness in making a 
selection that maintains a white monop-
oly on our highest board. 

Among the 53 people who applied to 
the board to fill LaJoy's position were 
Fred Bolden and Greg Greene, persons of 
color whose service to the Canton com-
munity is truly exemplary. Eminently 
qualified by their merits to be on the 
board, either of them would have also 
brought a much-needed diversity to our 
township's highest board. 

In choosing either Mr. Bolden or Mr. 
Greene, the board could have shown that 
it truly values - and promotes - the 
changing demographics of our communi-
ty. The board could have shown that it 
understands the benefit of promoting a 
multicultural leadership model, a model 
that understands the reality that while we 
may be alike in many ways, there are 
racial and cultural differences that have 
helped shape our histories, perspectives, 
and experiences. The leadership teams in 
a great many corporations and communi-
ties understand that these differences 
enhance our communal life and that 
these differences should be reflected at 
the highest levels of governance. 

Unfortunately, the board passed on a 
historic opportunity. And so our board 
continues to more accurately reflect the 
Canton of yesterday than the Canton of 
today. I look forward to the day when our 
governing board may truly represent the 
growing diversity of our community. 

Bryan D. Smith 
Canton 

Supports the teacher 
I am a full-time area property manager 

and a mother of three children, one of 
which attends a P-CEP middle school 
here. I was quite concerned to learn of 
the "lockdown" at one of our local schools 

, on Thursday morning, but figured it was. 
probably more of a precautionary meas-
ure than anything else. 

Until Sunday morning, I believed that 
the person carrying the BB gun into 

LETTERS 
school was a student It wasn't until I 
read your article that I learned it was one 
of the teachers. 

I was even more shocked to find out 
that that teacher is now on "administra-
tive leave" pending an investigation. Your 
article states he is a 33-year teaching vet-
eran who in the past used a BB gun for 
physics experiments. 

All of a sudden now, the school admin-
istration wants to act as if this was 
unknown and suspend this teacher. If he 
has been teaching for 33 years, how many 
times has he actually brought the BB gun 
into the classroom in order to demon-
strate an experiment? How many of his 
previous students went home and told 
their parents of this experiment? And it's 
just now all of a sudden a big enough deal 
to suspend the teacher? 

I don't buy this at all. The school 
administration surely was aware of the 
teacher's techniques and, for 33 years, 
had no issue with it. P-CEP should really 
stand behind and support their staff, not 
turn tail and run and act as if they are 
surprised by something that has obvious-
ly been taking place for quite some time. 

I folly support this teacher and his 
efforts in conducting class experiments 
using a "BB gun." P-CEP needs to stand 
up and support their teachers and their 
efforts to educate our children, not act 
"clueless" when the obvious is exposed to 
all. I would certainly expect that a 33-
year veteran teacher would have the sup-
port of his superiors, in this case P-CEP 
administration. 

Nicole Sylvester-Morbach 
Canton 

Lockdown was overkill 
I find the recent "lockdown" and "gun 

scare" at the P-CEP to be ridiculous. It 
was common knowledge among the staff 
and students that Mr. Rea uses a BB gun 
to explain velocity. I would hope that Dr. 
Bee knew how the "Science Teacher of the 
Year" has performed this demonstration 
for over 20 years. 

The "policy" on weapons was never 
explained to the teaching staff, so Mr. 
Rea didn't have a clue there would be a 
misunderstanding. 

Going into "lockdown" was gross 
overkill and allowed the police to look like 
fools as they played "Swat Team" before 
the cameras. In this low-crime bedroom 
community, it must have been a rush to 
wear that combat gear and run around 
with the shotguns. Thank goodness they 
didn't have a helicopter gunship to use. 

It was an old Daisy air rifle, people! Are 
we such a community of weenies that we 
don't know the difference? All of us had air 
rifles when we were kids. Have we so little 
to do that we freak-out over nothing? 

As for taking action against Mr. Rea, I 
say this is the way organizational leaders 
"throw the innocent under the bus" to 
save their own reputations. Stop all this 
fuss, put Mr. Rea bade to work and go 
back to educating the children! Get a life, 
for crying out loud. 

Joe Nertz 
Plymouth Township 

Positive notes 
I feel the need to comment on some pos-

itive 
This is "better late than never," but I 
thought the snowflake lights in Old Village 
at Christmas were beautiful! Maybe a few 
more could be added next year? 

The report about the proposed renova-
tion and use of Central Middle School for 

is 
news. Let's hope the funding can be 
accomplished through the combined 
resources of civic groups. 

Speaking of schools, the group formed to 
preserve Starkweather School is off to a good 
start I was disappointed to see no report of 
their meeting at the library in die paper. 

Some very practical and creative ideas 
were expressed that definitely deserve 
some attention. There was even a mem-
ber of the Starkweather family there to 
give some interesting facts! 

Elaine 
Plymouth 

Wall Street issue disturbs 
Hi, I just read your article "Wall street 

shenanigans made for a sorry story" and 
was disturbed all over again as I am every 
time I read about the way our justice sys-
tem caters to money. 

Is there nothing to be done to recoup 
the terrible losses suffered by the average 
investor and punish the perpetrators of 
this robbery? 

There is an article on the same page by 
Sen. Carl Levin on the same subject I 
believe the senator is as honest as any 
politician can be, but wonder what any-
one can do considering how the money 
brokers run Washington, especially dur-
ing a Republican administration. 

Is there any sort of grass roots move-
ment to do some thing about this? 
Luckily, my retirement from Ford Motor 
is two to three years off and I may still be 
able to see my stock funds through my 
TESHPE account attain some 

Thanks again for the article tod I will 
be watching for them in the future. 

1 SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Fax: 

(734)459-4224 

E-mail: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

s QUOTABLE 
"We feel very flattered that we're one of six departments chosen to utilize our policies for other communities." 
- John Santomauro, Canton public safety director, discussing Canton's role in a state project on police procedures 
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Hillegonds is closest to being 
state's indispensable man 

"I agree with you that there is a natural aristoc-
racy among men. The grounds of this are virtue 
and talents" 

1 — Thomas Jefferson 

I I e's not particularly well-known (in part 
j n j because he prefers to operate behind the 
* * scenes),, but through his virtue and talents, 
Paul Hillegonds is the closest thing I know to 
Michigan's indispensable man. 

Paul who? A reasonable question. 
Slightly built with a high forehead and short 

brown hair crowning a pair of circular eye-
glasses, Hillegonds is not 
physically prepossessing. But ; 

the laugh lines at the corners 
of his eyes suggest a wonder-
ful (and active) sense of 
humor, and his thoughtful 

probably arose from his 
er, who was a distin-

guished Presbyterian pastor. 
Hillegonds' career in public 

life goes way back to 1979, when 
he was elected to the Michigan 
House of Representatives from 
a district in Allegan County, on 
the west side of fixe state. An 

ally of former Gov. William Milliken, he become 
Republican leader in the House in 1986 and 
served as co-speaker of the House in 1993-94, 
when evenly split Republicans and Democrats 
agreed on a novel power-sharing deal. He 

age 5 makes little sense. "There are comj 
research findings about where we should put 
public support to help our kids learn best," 
Hillegonds said. "But governments tend to be 
reactive and to form budgets from one year to 
another, rather than to focus on the long-term 

, most cost-effective solutions for public poli-
cy. ,• 

Hillegonds was one of the organizers of the 
University Investment Commission, another 
coalition of business, labor, government and 
media heavies that urged state budget-makers 
to avoid the reflex to slash support for colleges 
and universities. "I'm concerned about the 
importance of higher education to the future 
of our state," he said. "It's tempting to look at 
university budgets on a year-to-year basis, 
depending on revenues available. But we really 
do need to pay long-run attention to the enor-
mous impact higher education has on every 
young person in Michigan and on the future of 
our economy." 

Hillegonds serves with me as a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Michigan Economic 
Development Corp., a bi-partisan outfit widely 
recognized as among the very best state economic 
development groups in the country. "Our purpose 
there is to formulate for policy-makers a long-run 

over control. 
In 1997 he left the Legislature to become presi-

dent of Detroit Renaissance, a nonprofit civic 

main business leadership that.works on econom-
ic development and public policy issues. Married 
with two children, Hillegonds lives quietly in 
Plymouth Tbwnship. 

That skeletal resume does not even hint at the 
remarkable impact he has had on Michigan in 
recent times. I had heard of Paul Hillegonds for 
years, of course, as one of the truly sane people 
on the Michigan political scene. But recently it 
has seemed as though literally every time I went 
to a worthwhile meeting, Paul Hillegonds was , 
there, sitting quietly for the most part but occa-
sionally saying something extremely sensible in 
his thoughtful, low-key way. 

We had a long talk last week about his career 
and interests. Here's a sampling of where he has 
devoted his time, energy, common sense and 
extraordinary network of contacts throughout 
the state. 

Ready to Succeed is a coalition of community 
leaders working to help policy-makers realize 
that little kids learn best from a, very early age 
and that a K-12 school system that starts only at 

any given administration or political party," he 
said. 

Being president of Detroit Renaissance is 
tough, given Detroit's problems. "The price of 
the racial and economic divide between 
Detroit and the rest of the state is very high, as 
well as the great complexity of the politics of 
race in southeastern Michigan. But I'm hope-
ful that the young people who are just starting 
to move in will relish diversity and be a force 
for progress," he said. 

As a trustee of the Michigan Chapter of the 
Nature Conservancy: "The Conservancy has a 
fundamental commitment to conservation based 
on market reality and good science that will ben-
efit Michigan for hundreds of years." 

Paul Hillegonds seems to be everywhere 
where good people with common sense are 
doing their best to help Michigan over the long 
run. Over the years, I've talked to a lot of peo-
ple about Paul; uniquely, in my experience, I've 
never heard anyone say anything nasty about 
him. 

As a newspaperman, I often try to sum up an 
interview after it's over. At the end of my conver-
sation with Paul Hillegonds, I wrote three words 
at the bottom of my notes: "A practical saint." 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that 
owns this newspaper. He wouid be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
ppbwerihomecomm.net. . . ' ' 

Players in lockdown drama had 
no in 
You're a parent in today's world dropping 

off your precious child at school, and you 
see a man walking into the building car-

rying a gun. What do you do? 
The answer is so painfully obvious that to 

debate it sounds terribly ignorant: You call 
the police. 

It's a plain and simple answer to what, 
since Columbine High School, is an all-too-
frequently asked question. You don't debate 
whether the gun the man is carrying is a BB 
gun or an AK-4-7 assault rifle. You don't won-
der if the guy could be a teacher simply taking 

a prop to school to conduct 
an experiment. 

You call the cops. Without 
hesitation. Without a shred 
of doubt. Without worrying 
whether there are people 
out there silly enough to let 
something like that slide. 

Yet, in the aftermath of 
science teacher Steve Rea's 
incredibly obvious mistake, 
that's what some people are 
thinking. Joe Nertz of 
Plymouth Township, in a 
letter to the editor appear-

ing on the opposite page, wrote, "It was an old 
Daisy air rifle, people! Are we such a commu-
nity of weenies that we don't know the differ-
ence? All of us had air rifles when we were 
kids. Have we so little to do that we freak out 
over 

Kadrich 

uum of the public school district. 
Obviously, it wasn't common knowledge 

to the mother who phoned the police. She 
absolutely did the right thing. Her call to 
the cops triggered a 60-minute lockdown, 
of the school, with students being held in 
the parking lot and gridlock occurring on 
the surrounding streets until cops and dis-
trict officials made sure all of them were 
safe. 

"Going into 'lockdown' was gross 
overkill and allowed the police to look like 
fools as they played 'SWAT Team' before 
the cameras," Nertz writes, "hi this low-
crime bedroom community, it must have 
been a rush to wear that combat gear and 
run around with the shotguns. Thank 
goodness they didn't have a helicopter 
gunship to use." ' 

It's a pretty cavalier attitude when talk-
ing about the safety of thousands of chil-
dren, and one I find particularly insulting, 
to be perfectly honest about it. I've never 
met a cop who gets excited at the idea of 
having to deal with such a situation just 
because he gets a chance to look cool in 
battle gear. 

Rea was immediately placed on administra-
tive leave, but he was still getting paid. I don't 
think it's asking too much to keep the guy out 
of the building until you've got all your facts 

t. He wasn't < 

But play this hypothetical scenario out 
see what Mr. Nertz's reaction would be. 
Instead of being found in his classroom, 
oblivious to the idea he'd done anything 
wrong, let's say Rea walked through the doors 
of Plymouth High School, removed the gun 
from its cardboard wrapping and opened fire 
on the students. 

Would the Joe Nertzes of the world be 
the ones leading the outrage against the 
school district? Who would have been the 
first to hire Geoffrey Feiger to sue every-
one connected to the incident for wrongful 
death? -

In retrospect, of course, the incident 
played out well for everyone concerned. It 
was determined that Rea, a successful 
teacher who has spent 33 years educating 
children, made an honest, if naive, mis-
take. He'd been teaching this way for so 
long he just assumed it was OK to go on 
teaching this way. 

He didn't tell his principal he was bringing 
a gun to school. There was no warning to the 
police. And, while Rea's teaching technique 
may have been common knowledge within 
the district, not everyone operates in the vac-

whatever damage occurred to his reputation 
he brought on himself. 

Prosecutors have decided there's no reason 
to charge Rea with a crime here, and we 
agree. We also don't think there's any good to 
be done by punishing him further internally. 
He's certainly paid the price with a suspen-
sion and the embarrassment of making a mis-
take he should have known better than to 
make. 

By all accounts, Rea is a good teacher, and 
he should be back in the classroom, where he 
belongs. 

As it turns out, no one was harmed here. 
An hour's worth of inconvenience is a small 
price to pay to make absolutely certain our 
children are safe, and the school administra-
tion and Canton Police Department handled 
the situation exactly as it should have been 
handled. 

Sure, in hindsight, this all turned out to be 
much ado about nothing. Unfortunately, we 
no longer live in a world where you can oper-
ate with the benefit of hindsight. 

Brad Kadrich is the community editor of the Plymouth 
Observer. He can be reached via e-maii at 
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net-or by phone at (734) 459-
2700. - : 
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Granholm says everyone will share in state's budget woes 
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BY JOEBAUMAN 
STAFF WRITER 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm hits 
the campaign trail again next 
week, but this time she is seek-
ing help in overcoming a blos-
soming state budget deficit. 

Fresh from delivering her 
first State of the State address 
Wednesday, Granholm said she 
will need eveiyone's help in 
finding ways to eliminate an 
estimated $1.8 billion deficit in 

the fiscal 2003-200* budget, 
which begins in October 

The governor said she plans 
to conduct focus groups 
throughout the state to seek 
mput on how best to balance 
the budget. Since every 
Michigan citizen will be affect-
ed by the cuts, eveijone should 
have a hand in deciding fend-
ing priorities, she said. 

Granholm previewed her 
State of the State address 
Friday when she spoke before 

more than 300 print journalists 
and state lawmakers at the 
Michigan Press Association's 
annual winter conference in 
Grand Rapids, 

Armed with a power point 
presentation detailing t i e mag-
nitude of the budget crisis and 
how the situation was created, 
Granholm asked the media for 
help in explaining why dramat-
ic cuts in state government will 
be necessary, and called on 
those lawmakers in attendance 

to work together to solve the 
crisis. 

"2000 was a great year to be 
governor, I am sure," Granholm 
said, referring to the last time 
state revenues equaled expens-
es. And while the governor on 
several occasions reminded her 
audience that she did not create 
the budget crisis, she was more 
than ready to work to resolve it. 

"We did not expect a $300 
million shortfall for this year. 

anced " said Granhqlm, explain-
ing why a variety of immediate 
funding cuts were necessary, 
including a reduction in the 
school aid foundation grants. 

"This is not something I 
wanted to do as the first crack-
er out of the box," she added. 
"State statute says the governor 
shall make cuts to the grants 
when there is a budget short-
fall, and that's what we did." 

Cuts in per-pupil fending 
® ® l u u s c lawmakers m anenaanee We thought the budget was bal- have, school officials wondering tricts."" 

Commission ready to review 20-year-old county charter 
BV UliriJ I «Aurn . . . 

how they will balance th-
budgets next year. 

I f r e v e n u e projec t ion:* h o l d 
true, the school aid fe n s: will 
face an estimated $36'," million 
shortfall. 

Wayne-Westland 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t G r e g B a r n e y 
has sent a letter to lawmakers 
asking them to implement cost 
s a v i n g m e a s u r e s t o resol ve t h e 
state's budget crisis "without 
s h i f t i n g t h e b u r d e n t o local d i s -
tricts." 

BY HUGH GALLAGHER 
STAFF WRITER 

After 20 years and regular 
squabbling between the Wayne 
County Commission and Wayne 
County Executive, 
Commissioner John Sullivan, D-
Wayne, says it's time to review 
and revise the county charter. 

Sullivan, vice chairman of the 
County Commission, has estab-
lished and will chair the 
Committee on Wayne County 
Charter Revisions to consider 
what needs to be updated in the 
charter that was adapted in 1981 
and took effect Jan. 1,1983. 

"There are specific instances 
that come up here and there, 
usually between the executive 

ives . . — . " w w i u e y g r 
an opinion that says this, your 
attorney gives an opinion that 
says that So I thought it would 
be a good idea that we go 
through the charter to clarify 
some items so we don't have 
those problems in the future. I 
don't expect a lot of changes, but 
after 20 years there are areas 
that need to be updated and clar-
ified." 

Over the years, the commis-
sion often clashed with former 
County Executive Edward 
McNamara, particularly over the 
awarding of contracts. The 
McNamara Administration is 
currently being investigated by a 
federal grand jury about con-

Sullivan 

Nice Gifts for Kids' Special Occasions 
Selection * Convenience * Price » Free Gin Wrap 

10 • 20 • 40% Off 1000's of Items 

tracts and cam-
paign contribu-
tions, 

Sullivan said 
he wants to 
examine the 
charter prima-
rily because of 
the disputes 

between the 
commission and McNamara. He 
said the balance of power 
between executive and legislative 
branches is unclear. 

"Even if it is a strong executive 
as it's set up, you need to make 
sure that there are checks and 
balances"Sullivan said. 
"Through reviewing the charter 
maybe there are a couple things 
that can be tweaked to make 
sure those checks and balances 

are there." 
In addition to Sullivan, the 

charter committee includes 
Commissioner Kay Beard, D-
Garden City, and Commissioner 
Kwame Kenyatta, D-Detroit. 
Sullivan said the committee will 
spend the next year reviewing 
each section of the charter, seek-
ing input from the public and 
adopting new language where 
appropriate, 

Sullivan said the committee 
would meet every other week. 
Legal counsel would advise the 
committee on proposed changes, 
Sullivan said he hopes to put a 
revised charter on the ballot in 
either August or November of 
2004. 

The stress between the 
McNamara Administration and 

the commission led to the cre-
ation last year of the Wayne 
County Airport Authority, which 
took control of Metro and 
Willow Run Airports away from 
the commission. The authority 
was approved by the state legis-
lature after an agreement was 
brokered between McNamara 

& 
74e £ 7<* SMtei S4& 

3947 W 12 Mile, Berkley 800-551-PLAY 
Mon-Sat: 10am-5:30pm; Fri ' s 'til 8pm m 

Ends 2/15/03 

"I don't know of anything 
specifically in the charter that 
would have changed anything 
with the airport," Sullivan said. 
"In my opinion the issues that 
came out about the airport were 
brought out by the commission. 
It was through our audits, 
through our investigations and 
review of contracts that we 
found some issues that we 
weren't happy with." 

Sullivan said the state •-
million dollars reviewing 
the commission had aire; 
done. He said the checks 
balances did work in the ; 
dispute because it was t lu 
mission that uncovered t! 
problems. 

Sullivan said he hasn't. 
cussed the charter review 
new County Executive R( 
Ficano. 

T m sure there will be c 
ences when it comes to si 
tion of power issues and ! 
they will be at the meet i i u 
discussing any changes tli 
want that they think wi i 3 < 
matters better," Sullivan s. 

He said he expects the t 
mission will work well wi t 
new executive. 
hgailagher@oe.homecomm.net I (??•: 
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C & A PHONE SERVICE 

U f . m A L T O l f c 
In Your Area! 

$ 
total A long Dlttanto 

877-504-9960 

/ 
t h e s e l o c a t i o n s o n l y 

AUBURN HILLS • 3 5 0 0 JOSLYN ROAD 
CANTON TOWNSHIP • 41660 FORD 
DEARBORN • 5851 MERCURY DRIVE 

DETROIT • 18700 EAST MEYERS 
FLAT ROCK • 27313 TELEGRAPH RD. 
LINCOLN PARK • 3710 DIX HIGHWAY 
ROSEVILLE • 20891 13 MILE ROAD 

SOUTHFIELD • 2 8 8 0 0 TELEGRAPH R D . 
STERLING HEIGHTS • 33201 VAN DYKE 

UTICA • 4 5 4 6 0 UTICA PARK BLVD. 

ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHIN 
ON SALE NOW! 

HERE'S A 
GOOD REASON 

TO GET 
TO KNOW US: 

Advantage Savings 

p,us 2"75%' 

CLOSING J 
O V E R $ 1 B I L L I O N I N M E R C H A N D I S E 
MUST BE SOLD! 

*2.75% APY on balances of $100,000 or more 

FROM 
Republic Bank 

SPECIAL BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

• Total liquidity 
• FDIC insured 
• Unlimited in-person transactions 

CALL 1-800-758-0753 T O F I N D THE 

R E P U B L I C B A N K B R A N C H NEAREST YOU. 

Jo 
TOYS S GAMES, 
COSMETICS & 
7 FRAGRANCES, 
r CAMERAS & 

ACCESSORIES, LIGHTING, RUGS, 
STATIONERY AND MUCH MORE!!! 

% 6 0 
All CLEARANCE CLOIHEi 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 

j/intanm mark downs have been taken 

Distinctive, personal service. 
REPUBLIC 

B « I J C 
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three to thWpa-fles, to M t to transacts r r ^ h p ^ 
See Person^ Banker tor accotrif deteils snd dsctosuss. 

% All GOLD & 
FINE JEWELRY 
fimpi, Pewhmk, Necklace*., 

Bnaceiek & MmeJ 

The savings are here to stay at one of the many 
Kmart lotations that remain open near you! 
W r ' r o n i x i n g champs to <visu,.- that Km,,, , o f f , . , , uncompioniisinq quali ty s,Opt ion ,-,-d 
value oath and . v e r y t ime you si,op our stores. If y o u ' , , ,',0. s u „ i f the o a ion m a," I 
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GALLERIES • THEATER • DANCE • DINING 

Artistic 

Linda 

Chomin 

• Martial arts 
Watch a!i ages and ranks of 

tae kwon do, karate, kung fu 
and tang soo do spar at the 
Battle of Detroit.World 
Martial Arts Championship at 
noon Saturday, Feb. 8, at 
Truman High School, 11211 
Beech Daly in Taylor. Tickets 
are $10 for adults and $6 for 
children, 12 and younger, 
available through 
Ticketmaster. (248) 645-6666. 

•History month 
Stage veterans Steve 

Dixon (left) and Roosevelt 
Johnson star as Martin 
Luther King and Malcolm X in 
the play The Meeting by Jeff 
Stetson. Shows are 8 p.m. 
Fridays-Saturdays, Feb. 7-8 -

and 14-15 and 7 p.m. 
Sundays, Feb. 9 and 16, in the 
Paul Robeson Theater in the 
Northwest Activities Center, 
corner of Meyer and Curtis, 
Detroit. Admission is $15. For 
information, call Buku 
Productions Inc. at (248) 
559-3358. •! 

l i t e specimens 
Treasures of the Institute 

collection, spanning 12 sci-
entific areas and more 
than 200 artifacts, opens 
Saturday, Feb. 8, at 
Cranbrook Institute of 
Science, 39221 Woodward, 
Sloomfield Hills. The exhib-
it represents the museum's 
world-renowned natural 
history collection. 
Activities include writing 
in hieroglyphics, identify-
ing plants and using 
pressed leaves. Museum 
admission is $7 adults, $5 
children, 2-12 and free for 
people 65 and older, and 
children younger than 2. 
(877) 462-7262. 

• Black history 
Works of nearly 100 pho-

tojournalists who visited 53 
African nations on Feb. 28, 
2002, are on display 
through March 1 at the 
Detroit Public Library, 5201 
Woodward, Detroit. The 

photographers captured 
the daily life, landscape 
and diversity of the conti-
nent over 24 hours. 
Admission is free. Hours 
are noon to 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays-Wednesdays and 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursdays-
Saturdays. (313) 833-1000. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CLEAR CHANNEL EXHIBITS 

The Grand Staircase was a favorite meeting place for first-class passengers. Clear Channel Exhibits recreates the columns as a backdrop for a photograph 
of the elaborate stairway. 

Titanic tragedy 
Exhibit transports visitors through history 

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Step right up to the boarding gate 
- the dramatic voyage is about to 
begin. Will you live or die aboard 

the Titanic? 
That's the question visitors will ask 

themselves as on a 

The Artifact Exhibition, opening Saturday, 
Feb. 8, at the Detroit Science Center. 

Nearly 91 years after the grand vessel hit 
an iceberg, broke in two and sank to the 
bottom of the North Atlantic, the salvage 
company RMS Titanic and Clear Channel 
Exhibitions recreate the Titanic experi-
ence. It begins as visitors are handed a 
boarding pass on the main floor of the sci-
ence center. They then enter an oversized 
freight elevator for the trip up to the 
fourth floor Science Hall. The doors open 
to a surreal scene where an 18-foot ship, 
complete with portholes, greets all waiting 
to make the magical, mysterious trip. 

Along the way, visitors learn that 
Harland & Wolff spent two years con-
structing the White Star l ine ship in 
Belfast, Ireland. At 11 stories high and 
nearly four city blocks long, Titanic was the 
largest ship built prior to 1912 and touted 
as "unsjnkable" because it was designed 
with 16 watertight compartments. If the 
first four flooded the ship would not sink. 

Besides the technical aspects, the ship 
was decorated in the grandest style. First-
and third-class cabins have been recreat-
ed for the exhibit by the original manu-
facturers of furniture and carpeting. 

Each level was adorned with inlaid wood and gilded 
ornaments like the bronze cherub on display in the 
Titanic artifact exhibit at the Detroit Science Center. 

"Visitors will be issued a boarding pass 
that will have the name of a person who 
was on the Titanic," said Shawn Kahle, 
president of the Detroit Science Center. 
"We're taking not only the history which 

PLEASE SEE TITANIC, B3 

TITAMC: THE ARTIFACT EMBIT 

What A chronological journey 
through the building and sinking 
of the Titanic 91 years ago. 
Presentation includes display 
of 200 artifacts recovered from 
the wreck, a planetarium show recreating 
the stars the nigh'tthe ship went down, .. 
and IMAX movie on the ghostly ship 
at the bottom of the ocean 

When; Opens Saturday, Feb. 8, 
and continues to Sept 7. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday 

Where; 
Detroit Science Center, 5020 John R 
in the University Cultural Center 

Tickets: Advance timed tickets for the 
exhibit $16.95, $13.95 seniors, $11.95 ages 
2-12. IMAX film and planetarium shows • 
$4 each or $6 for both. Call {248} 645*666. 

577-8400 or www.detroitsciencecenter.org 

Matt Gordon uses acrylics to create 
surreal creatures. Gordon grew up 
in Livonia and regularly exhibits at 
CP0P Gallery in Detroit. His work is 
currently on'display ar Paint Creek 
Center for the Arts in Rochester. 

Tradition meets 
street art in 
showdown at 
Paint Creek 

Collaboration can be a 
wonderful thing especial-
ly when the respective 

parties cater to audiences at 
opposite ends of the spec-
trum. Take Paint Creek Center 
for the Arts in Rochester. The 
nonprofit provides exhibition 
opportunities for fine artists 
creating pretty much tradi-
tional paintings, ceramics, 
sculpture, and mixed media, 

CPOP Gallery, on the other 
hand, spotlights pop culture 
and graffiti artists working in 
aerosol, found objects, paint, 
and collage. I don't think 
either would, take offense at 
my saying the Detroit space 
draws a much younger and 
hipper crowd of followers. 

John Cynar thought so too, 
and did something about intro-
ducing what's sometimes 
referred to as low brow" art to 
visitors at Paint Creek Center for 
the Arts. Not only is he exhibit-
ing the work of Slaw, AWOL, 
Derek Hess, Bask, Glenn Barr, 
Matt Gordon, and T^ree Guyton 
in the second floor gallery, but 
hosting a techno party with DJs 
playing tunes from East Alley 
Records in Rochester. And ifs all 
for the benefit of the sots center, 
A suggested donation of $5 plus 
proceeds from sales of CDs goes 
to the exhibition program that 
Cynar oversees. 

"We wanted to do something 
relating to the music industry 
and techno and how they 
relate to art," said Cynar of 
Birmingham. These are artists 
influenced try contemporary 
culture - computers, TV, tech-
no music. It's new to bring this I 

PLEASE SEE PAINT CREEK, B71 

Exciting menu debuts at Ritz-Carlton Grill 
BY ELEANOR HEALD 

CORRESPONDENT 

Worldwide, Ritz-Carlton hotels claim to provide 
"the finest personal service and facilities.'' The 
"atmosphere is warm and relaxed, and the 
ambiance embraces the uniqueness of the local 
culture" is yet another corporate assertion. 
I .in. . Locally, these limped but 
1 were recognized by general 

manager Gerard Van Grinsven, 
EATING OUT 

who last year embarked on a program dubbed 
Ritz-Carlton Reborn, a motivating catch phrase to 
rhyme with Dearborn. A plan, he said* that 
"involved retraining at every level of our business." 

When it comes to The Grill at the Ritz-Carlton, . 
service is just half the equation. The other aspect is 
the food. The debut Jan. 21 of a new menu, designed 
and orchestrated by 33-year-old Chef de Cuisine 
Steve Jalbert, began a culinary rebirth at the Ritz. 

Chef Jalbert, who lives in Northville, admits it 

PLEASE SEE RITZ-CARLTON, B8 

JIM JAGDFELD 

IDE ( i l l IT THE HIKMDM 
Where: 300 Town Center Drive, Dearborn. 
(313)441-2000 

Open: Seven days for breakfast 6:30-10:30 a.m. 
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and dinner 6-10 p.m. 

Dinner menu: Ambitious offerings including a 
selection of Ritz-Carlton a la carte Traditions 
and the new Visions prix-fixe five-course and 
nine-course deoustation menu. 

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Katherine Levin and Aram Karapetian are served the Amuse-Bouche of the evening, 
peppered Ahl tuna. Serving is Laura McClure with chef Stephen Jalbert at right. 

Cost Traditions average including appetizer, 
soup or salad and principal plate $63 per 
person. Five course prix-fixe $75 and nine-
course degustation menu $95. 

Reservations: Advised 

' I r> - t 
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Couples to hear wedding bells at Pistons' hatftime 
m Here's your chance to tie tr 

time for Valentine's Day and not miss a 
minute of Detroit Pistons basketball. 

The team is offering 100 couples the 
chance to wed during haiftime at their 
Thursday, Feb. 13 game against the 
Orlando Magic. 

Channel 955 morning show host, 
Mojo, is an ordained minister and will 
officiate the ceremony. Channel 955 is 
co-sponsoring the event with the 
Pistons, Meijer and Maxx Limousines 
Quality One Luxury Transportation. It's 

registering couples through a station 
promotion. 

As part of the night, additional runs of 
"Smooch Cam" will play on PalaceVision 
and roses will be given to select women 
in the audience. Hooper, the Pistons 
mascot, will get into the act with his 
"Hearts with Hooper" offer, giving fans a 
chance to pose for a photo with him. 
• In addition to the ceremony, one 
lucky couple will win the Channel 
955/Detroit Pistons Grand Prize that 
includes a wedding reception, bridal' 

gown, tuxedos, limousine transporta-
tion, wedding rings and their hair done 
for, the big day. 

Couples can register for the wedding 
at www.pistons.com or http://chan-
nel955.com on the Internet. Couples 
also can register in person at any 
President Tuxedo, Orin Jewelers, Brides 
by Demetrios, Beacon Hill Golf Club 
and Banquet Center and TYe' Jolie Salon 
in Novi. 

To order tickets for the game call the 
Palace box office at (248) 377-8625. 

Too To 

( i e i v : © 
OPENS 
FEB. 8 

Classified 

TITANIC 
rtbvilie - Maple Hilis 4 bad-

room, 2.5 bath, library, war-
ities. exc. cond. $358,500. 

Owner (248) 380-8269 

DRIVER 
Immediate opening. 

CDL-A, 2 yrs. exp. great pay. 
; 734-812-9507 

BOOK YOUR PASSAGE NOW! 
. tkketmaster 

248.645.6666 
www.tlcketmaster.com 

(comcast 
Offidal Hotel of Tilvtk SClMitOwgJEj. 

PERSONAL 
BANKER 

Standard Federal Bank, 
member ABN AMRO 
group, Is accepting 

resumes for a Personal 
Banker position in 

Waterford. Duties include 
but are not limited to: 

selling appropriate prod-
ucts to consumer & com-
mercial customers, open 

new accounts, 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO FILE A CLEAN 

CORPORATE CITIZEN 
APPLICATION. 

Quality metalcraf? Inc., 
at 333551 

IOC3t8(J 
Giendale, Livonia, Ml 

proposes to file 
with the Michigan 
of Environmental Quality for a 
Clean Corporate Citizen 

s goals, take 
applications, close loans, 

hold a license 

tciu waumiu 
yrs. college 
equivalent w 

annuities & ensure excel-
lent customer service. 2 

required or 
c experi-

„ . sales & 
communication skills. 
Competitive salary and 

excellent benefit package. 
Send resumes to: Human 

Resources, 4815 State 
Street, Saginaw, Ml 48603 
or fax to: 989-791-1113. 

E.Q.E. mm 

designation in 
with R324.1! 

accordance 
Clean 

Corporate Citizen Program, 
Michigan Administrative Code. 

, and 
available for a public review 
starting 02-6-03 thru 03-08-
03 at the Livonia Civic Center 
Library, 32777 5 Mile Road, 
Livonia, Ml 48154. 

734-465-2491 
Written and verbal 
comments will be accepted 
until 5:5:00MP.M. 02-06-03 
thru 03-08-03 at the 
following address: 

1 Metalcraft Inc. 
Glsndale 
Mi 48150 

734-2 
Attn: Ms. Deborah Darby 
Environmental Manager 

ELECTRICAL 
CAD OPERATOR 

Experienced In Auto Cad 
related to building design 
drawings. Salary negotiable & 
commensurate with exper-
ience. Resume to: Office 
Manager, 36400 W, 12 Mile 
Rd„ Farmington Hills, M l 
48331 or email to: 
. kqu!nn®berbigiiaassoc.com 

0 

Quality Me 
33355• 

Livonia, Mi 
734-261-

Written comments m 
be submitted to the: 

1 also 

Michigan Department of 
Environment Quality 

Environmental Science & 
Service Division 
P. 0 . Box 30457 

Lansing, Ml 48909-7957 
Attn: Clean Corporate Citizen 

Program 

SOUTHFIELD 
ESTATE SALE 

17184 Adrian, Off 10 Mile 
between Southfield and 

Greenfield. Friday, . 
Saturday 10-4. Sunday 12-
4.1950 revisited, couches, 
chairs, marble top tables, 

round dining table and 
chairs, 6 foot marble con-
sole, 2 wall china cabinets, 

round kitchen table, 6 
chairs. 6 foot tressei table, 

game table and chairs, 
100 year old brass bed, 

four poster bed, chest with 
swinging oval mirror, 

matching desk chest, wall 
tables, 4 benches, 50's 

Kroehler bedroom pieces. 
silver 

china, by Knowies, 
Wedgwood, Viletta, 
Fenton, Limoges. All 

signed and numbered. 
Teacups, jewelry, clothing, 

furs, electric tools, tv, 
something for everyone. 

Sales byTotg,g(248)683-

WARREN estate sale. 11148 
Sunburst, 698 & 10 mile area. 

Lorraine Ave. Complete 
hold. Thurs & Fri, 9-4. 

Yes, there's life after a career in journalism - a funny life for former 
freelance writer Kathleen Madigan. The former journalist-turned-
comedian brings her stand-up act to The Comedy Castle, located at 
Troy and Fourth streets, a block east of Main in downtown Royal Oak. 

American Comedy Awards and has appeared on Late Show with David 
Letterman, The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Politically Incorrect, The 
Caroline Rhea Show, as well as David Letterman's show and Late 
Night with Conan O'Brien. Show admission, times and dates: $15 for 8 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 6; $20 for 8 and 10:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7; $23 for 
8 and 10:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 8. (248) 542-9900. 

at Meadow Brook Hall 

INFORMATION: 313.577.8400 
www.dctroitscioncGcenter.or9 

Find new decorating 
ideas each Thursday 

in At Home 

Celebrate the romance of 
Valentine's Day with a special 
reception, dinner, tour and 
sleigh ride at Meadow Brook 
Hail, in Rochester. 

Valentine dinners cost $100 
per person are planned for 
Friday, Feb. 14 and Saturday 
Feb. 15. They begin at 7 p.m. 
with a champagne reception 
and tour of Meadow Brook 
Hall, followed by dinner at 8 
p.m. Sweethearts can opt for a 
candlelit sleigh ride for an 
additional $50 per person. 

The gourmet dinner will 
include an appetizer of Lobster 
Ravioli with Shallot and Saffron 
Cream Sauce, a salad of Baby 
Greens Wrapped with English 

Cucumber with Artichoke < 
Hearts and a Roasted Pepper 
and Balsamic Vinaigrette and a 
choice of entrees — either 
Sauteed Medallions of Provimi •; + 
Veal with Wild Forest 0 • 
Mushrooms and Red Wine t r 
Reduction presented with r 
Dauphinoise Potato and J 
Asparagus or Nut Crusted ; i 
Halibutwith a Roasted Fennel i 
Bernaise, served with Minnesota 1 
Wild Rice, Braised Leeks and 
Brussel Sprouts — followed by < 
Napoleon of Poached Bartlett 
Pear with Vanilla Pastry Cream , 
and Pistachios. 

Call (248) 370-3140 for 
: reservations and menu selec-

' elaine S. events 
presents 

Super Smtuners for Kids: 
2 0 0 3 C A M P A N D ACTIVITIES FAIR 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2003 
11:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M. 

B i r m i n g h a m P u b l i c S c h o o l s 
Corporate Training & Conference Center 
31301 Evergreen Road in Beverly Hills 

Free Admission - Families Invited 
, M e e t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of local a n d n a t i o n a l 

s u m m e r p r o g r a m s w h o will h e l p y o u c h o o s e t h e right s u m m e r e x p e r i e n c e 
for kids, 3 - IS 

® Day Camps • Overnight Camps • Specialty Camps 
• Year Round Cultural Programs 

• Teen Adventures and Tours 
• Academic Enrichment • Summer Employment 

For information call 
•• 248-851-7342. 
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