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Congratulations to Andrea 
Paparelii-Simpson of 
Redford, winner of our sec-
ond annual Lessons in Love 
contest. Andrea's entry 
describing husband Mike's 

romantic marriage proposal . 
earned the couple a special 
night on the town. Andrea 
and Mike won the fol lowing 
prizes: 

• Two t ickets to the Feb. 
13 Red Wings game 

• Transportation compli-
ments of J.R. Tours Inc. of 
Novi 

• Dinner for two at Little 
Italy in Northvi l le 

• A dozen red roses f rom 
Wesley Berry Florist of West 
Bloomfield 

• Candy f rom Kilwin's in 
Birmingham 

• A $250 g i f t coin f rom 
Orin Jewelers of Northvil le 
and Garden City 

• One-night stay at Fraser 
inn of Northvi l le 

Meet Andrea and Mike and 
read their winning entry, 
along wi th others, in the 
Observer Life section Feb. 13. 
Don't miss this special 
Valentine's Day feature. 

• Teachers honored 
Congratulations to Jackie 

Klugman, a musical theater 
and broadcasting teacher at 
Orchard Lake Middle School 
in the West Bloomfield 
School District and Anne 
Tobias, a f irst-grade teacher 
at Farmington Elementary 
School in the Garden City 
School District. 

Klugman and Tobias are 
the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers teachers of the 
month for January. Look 
inside today's Observer 
{Page C6) for more informa-
t ion on these outstanding 
teachers. 

• Literacy tutors 
The Community Literacy 

Council is seeking volunteers 
to tu tor adults in reading. 
They train and provide all of 
the materials. Several day 
and evening training ses-
sions are planned fo r 
February; the training is held 
at Starkweather school in 
Plymouth and/or at the 
Canton Library. "We have 
about 17 volunteers r ight 
now," says coordinator Fran 
Relyea, "but we would like to 
double that number." 

The current volunteers 
are both young and old, 
Relyea said. Volunteers 
always tu tor in public places, 
usually the Canton or 
Plymouth library. Call (734) 
416-4906 to register for 
training by Friday, Feb. 7. 
Training takes about 14 hours 
and is spread over several 
sessions. 

• Book signing 
A i m i e Carter, the 16-year-

old Canton resident who 
wrote and published her f i rs t 
book, Phoenix Ashes, will 
sign copies of the book 
Saturday in Northvil le. 

The book signing takes ' 
place f rom 1-3 p.m. at the 
Barnes S Noble on Haggerty, 
at the corner of Six Mile 

The installation of synthetic 
turf at the Plymouth-Canton 
varsity football stadium could 
depend on whether the school 
administration can prove it has 
a plan to purchase new school 
buses for the safe transportation 

of students. 
Four of the seven school board 

members expressed concern at 
spending money for the new turf 
at the expense of student safety. 

"They (the buses) are aging, 
and I think the safe transporta-
tion of our students is an issue 
that has to be addressed before 
turf," Ih is tee Carol Saunders 

told fellow board members. 
"I'm uncomfortable (with pur-

chasing the tur f ) because we 
certainly do need buses," IVustee 
Joanne Lamar added. 

A state inspector recently 
warned the district about some 
possible problems with the dis-
trict's fleet. 

"The inspector has concerns 

about body rust on about 10 
buses," said Supt. Jim Ryan. 
"He's telling us that when we do 
state bus inspections next sum-
mer, they could be on the critical 
list. While we don't determine 
them to be unsafe, he's giving us 
a warning." 

Board Vice President Mark 
Slavens and Treasurer Judy 

Mardigian also expressed con-
cerns about the cost of synthetic 
turf. 

The board voted 5-2 Tuesday 
to table the turf discussion until 
next week, when the administra-
tion is expected to present a bus 
replacement program. 
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Agency gets 
lease OK 
Growth Works 
will move soon 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

The Canton Board of TVustees 
Tuesday gave formal approval to a 
lease between the township and 
Growth Works for the new 
Human Services Building. 

Growth Works is the lead 
agency in the building, which will 
also house the Canton Community 
Foundation and other service 
agencies. 

Both the Community 
Foundation and Juvenile Justice 
Services for Growth Works are 
presently housed in the old and 
smaller Human Services Building 
at Sheldon Road and Michigan 
Avenue. 

"As we approach moving into 
the new services center, we have to 
readjust the lease to take care of 
the larger square footage," 
Supervisor Tom Yack told the 
board. 

The new building is at Cherry 
Hill and Ridge roads in Cherry 
Hill Village, the first public build-
ing to be built in the village area, 

Under the terms of the lease, 
Growth Works will pay the town-
ship $1 per square foot for rent. 
For the 13,893-square-foot build-
ing that works put to $1,157-75 a 
month or $13,893 annually. 

The lease runs f rom Jail. 29, 
2003, to Jan. 28,2006. Growth 
Works will pay for all utilities and 
maintenance of the premises and 
guarantee that at least 50 
percent of the clients are low- to 
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Enthralling tales 
Lucas Soulliere of Canton, 4, s i ts on mom Gina's lap as they l isten t o s tory te l le r Dan Keding at Canton's 
annual Storytel l ing Festival Saturday at t he Summit on the Park, presented by Canton Project ARTS. Please 
see page A3 fo r more pictures and a story. 

Exchange 
Club speaker 
addresses 
child abuse 
BY DOUG JOHNSON 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

A social work expert told the 
Canton Exchange Club that "child 
abuse is a very difficult thing to 
talk about, but it happens every-
where." 

Penny Thomas, the executive 
director of Child's Hope, a non-
profit agency serving out-county 
children and families, spoke to the 
newly formed group Monday 
night. 

To prove her point about "being 
everywhere," she said Canton had 
357 Child and Family Service con-
firmed referrals in 2002. 

"Under the age of 4 it (abuse) is 
the leading cause of death in chil-
dren," she said. "It's a serious issue 
and very expensive. One source 
estimates the direct costs at $24 
billion annually. There's more than 
half a million kids in America in 
out-of-home care. That's better 
than the orphanages, but less thah 
perfect" 

Michigan averages 65,000 
referrals a year, with about one-
fourth being substantiated, she 
said. "About 90 percent of the 
families who come to the attention 
of protective services in Wayne 
County have substance abuse 
problems. The biggest problem is 
crack cocaine," she said. "You can't 
be a drug-abuser and a parent — 
they are mutually exclusive. 

"Little children are at the high-
est risk because they are more hid-
den, can't be heard, can't go to 
someone in a school." 

She said that 9 ,000 children are 
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Frog survey will keep residents jumping 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

With the frigid weather 
of the past few weeks, 
Canton residents probably 
haven't heard any frogs or 
toads croaking in their 
neighborhoods. 

But come spring they 
will, and Friends of the 
Rouge is gearing up for 
the annual Frog and Toad 
Survey. A series of work-
shops is scheduled to train 
volunteers in how to mon-
itor and record the sounds 
of various amphibians 
and, in the process, moni-
tor the health of the 

'If people five anywhere near wetlands, they can 

survey that area.' 
Saily Petrella 
Friends of the Rouge 

Rouge River. 
According to Sally 

Petrella, public involve-
ment coordinator for 
Friends of the Rouge, 
there are many places in 
Canton that volunteers 
can monitor - maybe even 
their own back yards. 

"If people live anywhere 
near wetlands, they can 

survey that area," she said. 
"There are some areas 
around Summit Parkway 
and quite a few parks. All 
of Canton is in the Rouge 
Watershed." 

Volunteers attend a 
two-hour workshop held 
in various locations in 
February and March. The 
workshops include all the 

information needed to 
participate, including a 
training manual and a 
recording of Michigan's 
frog and toad calls. 

And according to 
Friends of the Rouge, if 
you think all frogs say 
"ribbit" you're wrong. 

Volunteers will choose 
or be assigned to a quarter 
square mile block to sur-
vey. After learning the 
sounds of frogs and toads 
found in the watershed, 
they will visit the site 
every few weeks in the 
evening from March 
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Hall of fame 
nominees 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Canton is looking for a few good men - or women 
or children - to be nominated for the township's 
annual Hall of Fame and Community Achievers 
awards. 

The awards program, which has been in existence 
for about 10 years, honors individuals who have 
made contributions to the community. 

"We alone cannot recognize all that's been done in 
the community," said Deborah Zevalkink, administra-
tive assistant to Supervisor Tom Yack, "Without peo-
ple making nominations, we might not recognize 
someone who is deserving of an award." 

PLEASE SEE NOMINEES, A7 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Public Accounting firm.... 

"We saw alot of response - now we just 
have to choose. Thanks so much, we 
use you again!" Z.H.. Detroit 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Citrus f ru i t s are in season of 
course, bu t did you know now is t he 
p r ime t ime f o r mangos? 
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Bentley's culture festival is Feb. 7 
BY DOUG JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITER \ 

Canton's Bentley Elementary 
School attracts more than 600 
students from diverse back-
grounds and that fact will be 
celebrated Friday, Feb. 7, at a 6 
p.m. program. 

The third annual Festival of 
Cultures, with the theme of 
Festivals Around the World, is 
for students, parents and invit-
ed school and township leaders. 

The first year the event was 
held during the school day. Last 
year it was moved to the 
evening to allow more adults to 
attend. 

"Bentley students come from 

families that have different 
beliefs, cultures, races and eco-
nomic backgrounds. In addi-
tion to excelling in education, : 

sports and community events, 
the students learn about cultur-
al, racial and economic differ-
ences," said Mina Jaura, chair-
person of the event. 

To celebrate this diversity, 
students and teachers with help 
from parents and the commu-
nity, are organizing the Festival 
of Cultures. 

This will be an evening where 
students, teachers and parents 
will display cultural diversity in 
many forms. The festival will 
showcase diverse culture in 
three main 

• Student performances of 
music and dances from around 
the world in the cafeteria. 

• Guest visits to various 
countries via classrooms and 
cultural booths. 

• Food from many nations 
for everyone to end the evening 
in the cafeteria. 

To volunteer or for more 
information contact Jaura, 
chairperson of Bentley's 
Blended Diversity Committee, 
at (734) 3941596. 

Bentley principal Jerry Meier 
said they had a "great response" 
last year. 

"This event reflects the diver-
sity of our school area, of the 
entire school district and of 

Canton Township. It lets each 
group share the highlights, . 
information and great things 
about their cultures with the 
whole community," he said. 

"What I really like is we are 
modeling for our children that 
we can come from many differ-
ent backgrounds but we can 
have one purpose." 

Meier said non-Bentley par-
ents who are interested can 
contact the school at (734) 397-
6360 if they wish to attend. 

Bentley opened in 1994 and 
is named after Carvel Bentley, 
who at one time was the princi-
pal of the original Plymouth 
High School (now Central 
Middle School). 

Four employees snag 
shoplifter at Sam's Club 

School's community ed registration under way 
Registrations are now being 

taken for classes through 
Plymouth-Canton schools' 
Community Education pro-
gram. The following classes are 
available: 

• For adults — Paint a craft; 
watercolor painting; glass art 
painting; stenciling; beginning 

and intermediate on Microsoft 
Word; intermediate Excel; ball-
room dancing; country-western 
two-step; line dancing; salsa 
and swing; aerobics; dance-
lates; kickboxing and Tai Chi; 
volleyball; yoga; basketball, 
racquetball and volleyball; 
French, German, Spanish, sign 

language; Dulcimer; harmoni-
ca; piano; organ; crocheting; 
knitting; first aid; massage 
therapy. 

• Youth offerings include 
ACT prep workshop; parent-tot 
cookie bake; photography and 
scrapbook; French and sign 
language; jeweled waterglass 
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The 5 Guidelines on Environmental 
Management 

> Protection of the environment, and the health and safety of our employees 
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Novem are striving together to recognize* all the effects upon the environment of 
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Frustrated Contractor is "Giving Away" $1,700 
Furnaces for $341 with Off-Season Central Air.., 
(This is great financial news if your furnace is over 8 years old) 

Yes, it's absolutely true. You can 
actually replace your old (and 
probably very inefficient) 
furnace and air conditioner as a 
package for' at least $1,400 less 
than you would have to pay at 
any other time. Let me explain. 
Every year, the months of 
January, February and March 
can "Kill" my business. I end up 
losing a ton of money during 
these "Killer" months and it can 
take me the remaining nine 
months to make up for them. 
And I'm looking for the same 
thing to happen this year. 

I've decided to give up trying to 
make a profit during the "killer" 
months. If I can only minimize 
my losses during January, 
February and March, I will come 
out ahead to. the other nine 
months. Here's how this 
(admittedly daring) offer came 
about. Every year, the big 
manufac tu re r s of pir 
conditioners have to guess how 
many to build to meet the 
demand. Of course, they're never 
exactly right. So, they always 

some inventory they must 
over until the next summer 

season. I went to one of these 
companies (Big name) and 
contracted for the purchase of 24 
air conditioners and furnaces in 
the four most popular sizes. And, 
because of the quantity and time 
of year, I was able to buy them 
at drastically reduced, dirt 
cheap, out-of-season prices. They 
are brand new 2002 models. And 
they are NOT the seconds or 
"blems* or standard "builder" 
models. They are factory-fresh, 
air conditioners and furnaces 
and have a full factory warranty. 

fit your house, of course), I am 
"giving" you the furnace and all I 
ask for is the $341 in labor it 
costs to have your furnace 
installed. 

Here ' s H o w 

Just call me at (248) 449-8487 
anytime. I will come out and 
measure your home (and 
determine the availability of the 
proper size). Don't forget, I only 
have 24 matched systems in four 
sizes. When they are gone, this 
remarkable offer ends also. 
show you the real world price 
the air conditioner that fits 
home. Then, I will show you the 
substantial savings now. And it 
will include all labor and 
installation materials. Nothing 
is left out. 

I even decided not to mark up 
the interest rate like some 
companies do. Consider this. If 
you decide to make monthly 
investments instead of paying 
cash the entire amount of your 
payments might be more than 
offset by the savings on your 
utility bills. It's like "having your 
cake and eating it too". 

Real ly 

By letting you win big now, I will 
win at the end of the year. I'm 
betting that if I make you an 
offer that is "irresistible" (at 
least it should be if your furnace 
or air conditioner is over 8 years 
old) and I barely mark it up 
above the price I paid, 
accomplish two 

I'm so confident that you will 
save at least ~25% on your cooling 
and heating bills (I'm projecting 
more like 30% to 50%), that I 
will pay you Double The 
Difference for two years if you 
don't! I'll show you exactly how 
this works. There is no way you 
can lose. Your lower utility bills 
will help you save big. And I will 
even double your savings if you 
save less than 25%. If these 
systems were not among the 
best on the market, I couldn't 
afford to make such a promise. 

1. I will cover my rent, 
utilities, insurance and taxes in 
the "killer" months. 
2. I can pay my professional 
staff of technicians to work 
instead of paying 

You must act before March 15th. 
Here are two reasons why. 
1. I can only have 6 of each of 
the four sizes. When all of the 
air conditioners are sold and all 
the furnaces are "given" away in 
a particular size, that's it. There 
are no more at this price. 

2. If I have any of the 24 
systems left on March 15 
(although I doubt I will), this 
offer still 

By putting this furnace and air 
conditioner package together 
(then "Jaw-Boning" the factory) 
and committing to a do-or-die 
purchase agreement of 24 
systems, I was able to buy both 
the furnace and the air 
conditioner for less than anyone 
should have a right to pay! So, if 
you buy one of these normal 24 
new, air conditioners (buy only if 
one of the four sizes I have will 

If I can accomplish these two 
objectives, I will minimize my 
losses and the rest of the year, I 
can be a winner. 

KsiJQMigaiiQB 
Even after I completely explain 
the installation, there is 
absolutely no obligation. If you 
decide you don't want to take 
advantage of the spectacular 
savings... that's okay. I will give 
you a surprise gift worth $69 
because you are kind enough to 
give, me a chance to solve my 
proBlem. I want you to think 
well of 72 Degrees even if you 
don't buy. 

Here's why. The only reason I 
am making this virtually no-
profit (for me) offer is because of 
the "killer" months. My business 
always starts to improve in April 
and because the furnaces cost 
me so little, I can sell' them at 
2002 prices next November and 
December and still come out 
ahead. Give me a call now at 
(248) 449-8487 and I will set an 
appointment for your no-
obligation survey. 

don't even have to pay me 
right away. I have set up a 
terrific bank rate financing plan. 

16334 Northville Rd. 
Plymouth 

(248) 449-8487 

art class; mad science; plaster 
playtime; yoga; radio; kinder-
music; piano; junior karate; 
Tae Kwon Do; gymnastics and 
swim. 

For class and registration 
information, got to the Web 
site, www.pccs.kl2.mi.us, or call 
(734) 416-2937-

' AT THE LIBRARY ' 
Did you know ... 

• February is Black History Month? 
B We offer a new Special Multimedia 
Collection on our Internet Branch 
that's designed to help kids explore 
time, the 4th dimension? 

a Mcdonald's opened its first fast 
food restaurant in the Soviet Union on 
Jan. 31,1990? 
• Our Internet Branch offers Special 
Multimedia Collections about African-
American History and Black History 
Month? 
• Valentine's Day started in the time 
of the Roman Empire? 
S Apples are grown in all 50 states 
and commercially in 36 states? 

Web watch 
Check out these new Web sites: 
S www.themakeupgallery.com 
B www.modern-ruins.com 
a www.worfdworx.tv 
B www.popsubculture.com 
B www.animatedatlas.com 

NEW CD's 
B "When The Roses Bloom Again" -
taura Cantreil 

a "Greatest Hits 1970-2002" -Elton John 

" POLICE BEAT 

A shoplifter who didn't want 
to give up his CDs was arrested 
at Sam's Club last week, after 
four employees held him for 
police. 

According to police reports, 
some employees saw a man car-
rying some CDs through 
the store about 5 p.m. Jan. 
23. 

They watched as he put the 
CDs in his left coat pocket and 
walk into the vestibule area 
past all points of purchase. 

The store manager followed 
him into the vestibule and told 
him to stop. 

He slowed down, but as 
employees approached him he 
tried to run. 

Four employees wrestled him 
to the ground and held him 
until police arrived. 

The man had no identifica-
tion, and police thought the 
name he gave them was 
false. At the police station he 
was fingerprinted, his prints 
were run through the system 
and came back with another 
name. 

He was booked and 
processed under his correct 
name. 

WINDOW BROKEN 

A Canton resident reported 
to police that someone 
smashed the driver's door win-
dow of his work van while it 
was parked in the street in 
front of his Lancelot Drive resi-
dence. 

The incident occurred 
between 5 p.m. Jan. 26 and 
7:45 a.m. Jan. 27. 

Damage was estimated at 
$200. 

HEATERS TAKEN 

An employee of a construc-
tion company told police that 
between about noon Jan. 25 
and 7:30 a.m. Jan. 27 
someone stole two heaters from 
Building 36 at Wyndchase 
Apartments. 

The heaters were chained to 
poles and connected to air 

Canton Police are searching fo r a sus-
pect involved in a January break-in at 
the Mobil s ta t ion a t Cherry Hill and 
Lil ley roads. The suspect used a 
sledge hammer to break in. Described 
as a whi te male in his 20s o r 30s, 
bald and w i t h a mustache, the sus-
pect took an unspecif ied amount of 
cash and c igaret tes. The suspect may 
dr ive a smal l pickup t ruck , simi lar to 
a Ford Ranger, w i th chrome on the 
bo t tom of t h e vehicle and on the bed 
rai l ing. Canton police are at (734) 
394-5400. 

hoses. The heaters were valued 
at $975 and the hoses at $150. 

LIBRARY THEFTS 

Police are investigating two 
apparently related thefts from 
the Canton Public Library. 

A Canton resident said she 
went to the library about 10:30 
a.m. on Jan. 24 to get some tax 
forms. 

While in the tax forms room, 
she set her purse on a table and 
turned her back to gather the 
forms. 

After she was finished she 
went to Meijer and discovered 
her wallet missing from her 
purse. The purse contained 
about $40 in cash plus credit 
cards and her driver's license. 

About an hour later 
another resident said she left 
the library and found someone 
had broken into her vehicle on 
the parking lot and taken her 
purse from the passenger side 

She said when she went 
into the library she remem-
bered seeing a patrol car 
parked from the earlier inci-

By Jack Gladden 
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Now Save During Our Factory Authorized 

Sale on Stanley Furniture. 
Bedroom* Dining • Youth • Home Office • Entertainment 
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Since 1933 
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Gallimore Principal Valerie Gagnon smiles as she talks with representatives of 
the Parent Teacher Organization about what to do wi th regard to bringing in a 
new principal. 

Principal calls 
it a career 
Gallimore's Gagnon 

le' life 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

After 30 years in education, 
the last six as principal at 
Gallimore Elementary, Valerie 
Gagnon will be retiring from 
the Plymouth-Canton school 
district in June. 

However, Gagnon said it's 
not like she'll be leaving forev-
er. 

"We have grandchildren who 
live in the Plymouth-Canton 
district, and they will go to 
Gallimore," said Gagnon, whose 
grandchildren are 2 and 4 years 
old. "I will probably be the 
helping grandma, the one who 
is here doing the volunteer 
things. So, you will still see my 
face around here at Gallimore." 

a chance to make our lives 
more compatible. 

"Joe and I are going to build 
a house, probably the South 
Lyon area, and I'll probably 
concentrate on that for the first 
year," said Gagnon. "I'm not the 
kind of person who likes to sit 
around, so I'll find something 
to do. I love technology, digital 
photography, scrapbooking, 
and I want to learn to play the 
piano." 

Gagnon taught 22 years in 
Farmington, and spent four 
years as a principal of Redford 
Union High School, before 
moving to Gallimore. 

"Education is a relationship 
kind of business, and Gallimore 
is a wonderful place for people 
- parents, teachers and stu-
dents," she said. "I've had lots 

in my career, and had contact 
with lots and lots of kids. I'm 
really proud of that. 

"I'm really proud of the work 
the staff has done while I've 

Gagnon, who is married to been here. We've made some 
major changes," added Gagnon. 
"One of the areas we've put the 
most effort into here is technol-
ogy, and the staff has supported 
and learned with the kids. Its 

Observer columnist and radio 
personality Joe Gagnon, The 
Appliance Doctor, said the tim-
ing is right for her to leave a 
career she thoroughly enjoys. 

"My life and my husband's 
life don't match very well," she 
said. "He works all weekend 
and I work all week... so this is 

one of the most exciting things 
m 
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Storytellers 
fascinate 
kids and 
adults 

Canton Township's 
Project ARTS annual story-
telling festival was well-
attended last Saturday. 

About 100 children and 
adults turned out for the 1 
p.m. session at the Summit 
and listened to spontaneous 
stories for about 90 min-
utes. 

Refreshments were 
served afterward. Then at 
7:30 p.m., about 50 adults 
gathered to hear the story-
tellers spin their tales. 

"There was a nice mix of 
people after the (adult) • 
event," said township volun-
teer events coordinator Pat 
Van Dusen. "They stayed 
and talked for quite a while 
... until 10:30 or so." 

This was the fifth annual 
story event and three 
"tellers" ran both sessions: 
Dan Keding, in from 
Illinois, Barbara Jones-
Clark of Southfield and 
Laura Pershin from the Ann 
Arbor library system. 

CPA was founded 10 years 
ago and is active in a variety 
of culture affairs and in the 
planning for the new 
Canton Performing Arts 
Center set to open in 2004 
in Cherry Hill Village. 

- By Doug Johnson 

PHOTOS BY P A U L H U R S C H M A N N | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Storyteller Dan Keding makes a frog face wi th his hands as he weaves a tale for children and adults alike. 

Elan Johnson of Canton, 5'4 and her 
mom Lisa enjoy the antics of 
storyteller Dan Keding. 

Karen Sanford of Canton, left , talks with storytel ler Barbara Jones Clark fol-
lowing the presentation Saturday. Sanford and Clark work together in the 
Birmingham Public Schools. 

Emily Seymour and Alia Jones of 
Plymouth, both 7, listen to story-
teller Dan Keding. 
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BRING YOUR FIREARMS 
BUY! TRADE! SELL! 

H A N D G U N S • R IFLES • S H O T G U N S • KNIVES 
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Not all dealers particpate on Friday. 
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• CHROMED PIE 
CAST CORNERS! 

• MATTE BLACK 
LAMINATE FINISH | 

• STEEL BEAM 
CONSTRUCTION 

DROP POCKETS 

independent living Senior Xpavtinent Homes 

Visit us during our 

OPEN HOUSE 
This Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday & Sunday 
January 30th - February 2nd 

from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

$$ Name Your Price $$ 
on all remaining Display Game Room Equipment 

• Brunswick Pool Tables • Foosbail • Neon Signs 
• Craps Table * Stick Hockey • Air Hockey 

Custom Cues & Pro Cases • Bar Stools 
• Pub Bars • Poker Tables 

• Electronic Dart Boards • Pool Table Lights 

« 2 p,c. 

ELECTRONIC DARTS'AIR HOCKEY'FOOSBALL'STICK HOCKEY-SHUFFLE BOARD 

1967 

, MONDAY 1-27-03 ONLY 

FINANCING AVAILABLE 

FLAT ROCK 
LOCATION ONLY 

28310 Telegraph 

734.783.8400 
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DOCTOR IS IN 

The Observer columnist Joe 
Gagnon (aka The Appliance 
Doctor) will speak next 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 at noon to 
the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce. The luncheon will 
be held at Summit on the Park; 
4600 Summit Parkway, and is 
sponsored for the Chamber by 
Pilz Automation Safety. 
Reservations must be in by this 
Friday, Jan. 31. 

EXPO COMING UP 

The next big Canton 
Chamber of Commerce event is 
a business expo 5-7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 20, at the 
Summit on the Park. Canton 
businesses will have booths and 
displays during the event. 

"It was such a success in 
October that we decided to 
have two each year," Diajme 
Cojei, chamber executive direc-
tor said. 

The deadline to reserve a 
booth or table is Feb. 3. 
Applications have been sent to 
chamber members. 

For more information about 
the chamber, call (734) 453-
4040 or check out the cham-
ber's Web site at www.canton-
cheunber.com. 

PCAC ARTISTS 

The Plymouth Community 
Arts Council is seeking artists' 

CANTON CONNECTION 
resumes and work samples for 
consideration for its fall 2003 
and 2004 exhibition season. 

Artists should submit eight 
to 10 samples of their work. 

For general information 
about the PCAC, visit www.ply-
moutharts.com, or call the Arts 
Council at (734) 416-4278 or 
Todd at (734) 207-3918. 

SYMPHONY'S HOT TICKET 

The Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra celebrates the area's 
wealth of young musical talent 
with its third-annual 
"Instrumentorship" concert, set 
for Feb. 8 at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel. The concert pits sym-
phony musicians with students 
in the middle school orchestras, 
under the direction of 
Catherine DePentu and Erin 
Zurbuchen, and is sponsored by 
a $3,500 grant from Marshall 

The "instrumentorship" pro-
teams string coaches 

from the PSO with middle 
school musicians and culmi-
nates with the annual concert 
featuring both mentors and 
students. It's part of the larger 
CLASSical Music Outreach to 
the Schools program, which 
fosters dedication to the arts, as 
well as musical excellence. 

This year's concert also serves 
as the inauguration of the 
newly installed Casavani Freres 
pipe organ at OLGC. 

Individual concert tickets are 

$16 for adults, $14 for seniors 
and $10 for college students. 
School-age children (K-12) are 
admitted free. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 451-2112. 

TAX ASSISTANCE 

Free income tax assistance 
will be available to Canton area 
seniors beginning Feb. 4 
through April 15., 

Volunteer AARP tax-aide 
counselors, trained by the 
Internal Revenue Service, will 
help seniors fill out tax forms at 
the Parkview Room at the 
Summit in Canton. 

For the required appoint-
ment time, call (734) 394-5485. 
Both morning and afternoon 
times are available as well as 
homebound service. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

The American Red Cross will 
be accepting blood donations 
from 12 noon to 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 in the West 
Lounge on the campus of 
Madonna University (36600 
Schoolcraft Road). 

The process is safe, simple 
~ takes only a short time. To 

make an appointment, call the 
Office of Student Life at (734) 
432-5428. Walk-in donors are 
welcome. The Red Cross is in 
desperate need of blood dona-
tions. Eligible donors must be 
at least 17 years old and may 
donate every eight weeks. 

Thomas P. Rabideau 
A memorial service was held 

for Thomas Rabideau, 40, 
Saturday at the Crystal Lounge 
in Dearborn Heights. 

Mr. Rabideau is survived by 
parents, Gail (Robert) Hart and 
Thomas Rabideau; brother, 
Tony Rabideau; sister, Tammy 
(John) Arsenauli; sister, Danna 
(Tim) Piazzi; and sister Jamie 
(Dan) Burd; three nieces; and 
three nephews. 

Arrangements made by 
Salowich & Stevens Funeral 
Home. 

Joan Fromm Lash 
A private family memorial for 

Joan Lash, 76, formerly of 
Plymouth, was held Jan. 26, 
2003 with internment at a later 
date in Riverside Cemetery in 
Plymouth. 
. Mrs. Lash was a graduate of 

St. Petersburgh (Fla.) High 
School, was a nurse cadet in the 
military corps and graduated 
from Henry Ford Hospital's 
School of Nursing. 

Mrs. Lash was preceded in 
death by her much-loved hus-
band, Clyde William; and son, 
William Clyde. 

Survivors include her sisters' 
families, Phyllis of Michigan 
and Margaret of Florida; as 
well as several grandchildren; 
great-grandchildren; and her 
own children, Linda, Robert 
and Jonathon of Michigan and 
Phyllis of Colorado. 

ENDOFSEASON 
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YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL 

OBITUARIES 
Michele I. Latawiec 

Services for Michele 
Latawiec, 41, of Canton were 
held Jan. 25 at St. Malachy 
Catholic Church with the Rev. 
Joseph Gembala officiating. 
Burial was at Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery in Southfield. 

Mrs. Latawiec was born Sept. 
24,1961 in Ypsilanti and died 
Jan. 22 in Canton, She was a 
teacher. 

Survivors include son, David 
Latawiec of Canton; daughter, 
Coleen Latawiec of Canton; 
parents, Joseph (Irene) 
Gembala of Canton; brother, 
Joseph Gembala of Sterling 
Heights; sister, Mary (Joe) Rutz 
of Georgia; cousins, Tom, 
Monica, Bernie and Brian 
Bishop, Rick, Lorraine and 
Kevin Liddy; niece, Bev (Ed) 
Bishop; and aunt, Luke (Zak) 
Riitz. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home-
Westland. 

Betty Monnle Sweltzer 
Services for Betty Sweitzer, 

83, of Livonia (formerly 
Plymouth) were held Jan. 29 at 
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home in 
Farmington. 

Mrs. Sweitzer was born Feb. 
3,1919 in McLeansboro, HI., 
and died Jan. 27 in Livonia. 
She was an inspector for 30 
years with GM Diesel. She 
loved traveling with family and 
friends and especially loved 
playing poker with her grand-
son, Nikki. 

Survivors include son, 
Michael (Carol) Sweitzer; 
daughters, Betty Jean (Bob) 
Awrey and Vicki (John) Eddy; 
brother, Bud Waller; sister, 
Kathleen Casey; five grandchil-
dren; and three great-grand-
children. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital Cancer Center, 36475 
Five Mile Road, Livonia, MI 
48154. 

Arrangements made by 
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home. 

Florene Cash 
. Services for Florene Cash, 79, 
of Plymouth, were held Jan. 20 
at the First United Methodist 
Church with the Rev. Dean 
Klump officiating. Burial was 
at South Lyon Cemetery. 

Mrs. Cash was born Aug. 31, 
1923 in South Lyon and died 
Jan. 18. Mrs. Cash graduated 
from Cleary Business College 
and was a secretary at 
Michigan Seamless Tube from 
1953-1977. and as secretary for 
the First United Methodist 
Church of Plymouth and for 
Cash Builders until 1991- She 
loved many church activities 
and lovingly gave ofherself. 
She also loved to bake for oth-
ers. She thought of others with 
letters and kept track of birth-
days and special occasions. 

Mrs. Cash was preceded in 
death by husband of 51 years, 
Charles Cash. 

Survivors include sister, Lois 
(Robert) Reid of Rochester 
Hills; numerous nieces and 
nephews; and many close 
friends. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Beaumont Hospice 

LAUREL PARK PLACE 

or the American Cancer 
Society. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Oliver W. Wheeler 
Services for Oliver Wheeler, 

68, of Ypsilanti, were held Jan. 
17 at the Vermeulen Funeral 
Home with the Rev. John 
McLean officiating. Burial was 
at United Memorial Gardens in 
Superior Township. 

Mr. Wheeler was born Sept. 
3,1934 in Detroit and died Jan. 
13. He was employed as a 
supervisor in the work force. 
He served in the U.S. Army and 
was a member of Berean Bible 
Church. 

Survivors include wife, Joan 
M. Wheeler ofYpsilanti; father, 
Ueless Wheeler; daughter, 
Debora Nagel ofYpsilanti; 

Wendy Pellerito of 
son, Darrell Wheeler 

of Indiana; and eight grand-
children. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Timmy 
Foundation, P.O. Box 24286, 
Indianapolis, IN 46224. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Brigida (Daleo) Cipolla 
Services for Brigida "Bree" 

Cipolla aka Daleo, 90, of 
Novi were held Jan. 13 at 
Vermeulen Funeral Home with 
the Rev. Leonard Partensky 
officiating. Burial was at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in 
Southfield. 

Mrs. Daleo was born Oct. 25, 
1912 in Detroit and died Jan. 10 
in Botsford General Hospital. 
She was a homemaker. 

Mrs. Daleo was preceded in 
death by her husband, Charles 
Daleo. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Mary I. (Ronald) Hayes of 
South Lyon (formerly of 
Canton); son, Michael A. 
(Priscilla) Daleo of Redford; 
grandsons, Kenneth Hayes, 
Christopher Hayes, Shaun 
Hayes and Michael Carl Daleo; 
granddaughters, Kimberley 
Giacherio and Michelle 
Lupinski; and five great-grand-
children. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Thomas Torrance Struthers 
Services for Thomas 

Struthers, 71, of Plymouth, 
were held privately. 

Mr. Struthers was born June 
19,1932 in Coberg, Ontario, 
Canada and died Jan. 19 in 
Plymouth. He was an engineer 
at Gilson-Ayers in Madison 
Heights for 22 years. He came 
to the Plymouth community in 
1987 from Waterford. He was a 
member of the Plymouth 
Senior Citizens. He collected 
Civil War memorabilia and 
Indian artifacts. He loved to 
travel. 

Survivors include daughters, 
Kelly (James) Cantley of White 
Lake and Shannon (David) 
Littleton of Alta Vista, Calif.; 
three grandchildren; two sis-
ters; and one brother. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Learn mare about 
Henry Ford Academy. 

For Wayne County students entering 
9 t h grade in the Fall of 2003. 
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Henry Ford Academy, an innovative four-year public 
high school that emphasizes the application of math, science 

and technology, is sponsoring a series of open houses. 
These events will provide applications and information 

about this unique educational opportunity for Wayne 
County students entering ninth grade in the fall of 2003. 

H e n r y Ford Academy is a partnership be tween Henry Ford M u s e u m 
& Greenf ie ld Village® an d Ford Motor Company and is chartered by 

Wayne C o u n t y Regional Educational Service Agency. 

CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills and Laurel Park Place open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. 
FOR INFORMATION call The Village of Rochester Mills (248) 276-6705 or Laure! Park Place (734) 953-7500. CHARGE m Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, 

the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET* 
LAUREL PARK PUCE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 
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Board names Betsy 
Ford new DDA member 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

Betsy Ford, manager of the 
new TCF bank at Ford and 
Canton Center roads, was 
appointed to the board of the 
Downtown Development 
Authority Tuesday night. 

The appointment, approved 
by the board of trustees at their 
regular meeting, is to fill the 
term of former DDA Chairman 
Ralph Shufeldt, who resigned 
from the board Jan. 16. The 
term expires Feb. 28,2004. 

Ford has attended several 
DDA meetings, according to 
DDA Coordinator Kathleen 
Salla, and has taken a keen 
interest in the activities of the 
DDA. 

"I think she'll offer a nice per-
spective from one of our newer 
businesses," she said. 

Shufeldt, who's served on the 
DDA since 1988 and has served 
as chairman since 1998, said 
his resignation was based on 
"personal reasons." 

The Canton resident, who is 
a financial consultant with 
Fahnestock & Co. in Plymouth, 

has served on various organiza-
tions within the township. He 
said he would be available for 
other service within the com-
munity. 

"Whenever I might be called 
up, I'm willing to serve," he 
said. "I just don't particularly 
want to serve on any more 
boards." 

In other appointments and 
reappointments Tuesday night, 
the board appointed William 
Broucek to the Tax Board of 
Review for a two-year term to 
expire on March 1,2005. He's 
the owner of Approved 
Mortgage and a Canton resi-
dent. 

Vic Gustafson and Greg 
Demopoulos were reappointed 
to three-year terms on the 
Planning Commission. 

Their terms expire Dec. 31, 
2005. Gustafson was appointed 
to the commission in 1988 and 
serves as chairman. 
Demopoulos was appointed in 
2002 and serves a vice-chair-
man. Tony Calderoni was reap-
pointed to the Merit 
Commission to a six-year term 
to expire Dec. 31,2008. 

SURVEY' 
FROM PAGE A1 

through July and record what 
species they hear and don't 
hear. 

Nine species of native 
Michigan frogs and toads have 
been heard in the Rouge 
Watershed over the years. 

Survey results show 
changes in frog and toad 
populations that can reflect 
changes and water quality and 
land use. According to the 
Friends, over time the results of 
those surveys provide data that 
can be used to trace the effects 
of developnient and other 
changes in the Rouge 
Watershed. 

The survey began in 1998 in 
a small part of the watershed 
that included Salem Township,, 
Northville, Plymouth and 
Novi. 

The response was so good 
that the survey was expanded 
in 1999 and in 2000 expanded 
again to include the entire 
watershed. 

Last year, a training work-
shop was held at Summit on 
the Park, but Petrella said the 
sessions are held in different 
places each year. 

This year's workshop that 

includes the Canton area will 
be held 10 a,m. to noon on 
Saturday, March 8, at Van 
Buren Township Hall, 46425 
Tyler Road, Van Buren. 

The training is free but pre-
registration is required. To reg-
ister call (313) 792-9621 or e-
mail 
picoordinator@therouge.org. 
More information is available 
on the Friends Web site a 
www.therouge.org. 

While Canton is specifically 
included in the Van Buren area, 
Petrella said volunteers can 
attend any of the other work- • 
shops to be trained. Other ses-
sions will be: 

• Saturday, Feb. 8 ,10 a.m. to 
noon, Family Service & 
Learning Center, 18501 
Rotunda, Dearborn. 

• Saturday, Feb. 15,10 a.m. 
to noon, Bailey Center, 36651 
Ford Road, Westland. 

• Monday, Feb. 17,7-9 p.m., 
Cranbrook Institute of Science, 
39221 Woodward, Bloomfield 
Hills. 

• Wednesday, March 5,7-9 
p.m., Novi Civic Center, 45175 
W. 10 Mile Road, Novi. 

• Saturday, March 15,10 
a.m. to noon, City Council 
Chambers, 3155511 Mile Road, 
Farmington Hills. 

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 
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moderate-income and that 50 
percent of the clients using, the 
facility are Canton residents. 

"The lease requirement is 
based on working with the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development guide-
lines," Dan Durack, administra-
tive services director, told the 

The actual start date of the 
lease will not begin until 
Growth Works takes possession 
of the building, but the ending 
date will remain Jan. 28,2006. 

Yack said the lease is not 
intended to make money for 
either the township or Growth 
Works. 

"Other services will pay 

Growth Works their share of 
the cost," he said. 

The tentative move-in date 
for both Growth Works and the 
Community Foundation is the 
middle of February, with other 
agencies to follow in the ensu-
ing months. 

In other business, the board 
approved several recommenda-
tions from the Merit 
Commission for non-union 
employees' fringe benefits. 

• It voted to provide the 
health insurance cash option to 
retirees who are covered by 
health through their spouses. A 
retiree who chooses that option 
would be paid $1,200 annually. 

The Merit Commission esti-
mated that, because of the cost 
of current retiree health insur-
ance premiums, a retiree who 
chooses the cash option would 
save the township from $6,300 

to $10,100 in annual premium 
costs. 

Durack said only about a half 
dozen retirees would be affect-
ed now, but there would be 
more in the future. 

• Also approved was a rec-
ommendation to allow non-
union retirees to purchase, at 
their expense, dental insurance 
under the township's group 
plan. The retiree would pay for 
the full cost of the coverage. 

• A proposal to simplify lan-
guage in the non-union 
employees' optical program was 
approved. The current lan-
guage provides $80 every two 
years for an eye examination, 
up to $120 for corrective lenses 
or up to $200 for an exam and 
corrective lenses. 

The approved simplified lan-
guage eliminates the break-
down and simply provides for a 

$200 reimbursement 

• A proposal to change the 
formula for longevity pay for 
non-union employees hired 
after Jan. 1,1995, was 

Selected top mount and 
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under the supervision of the 
child care system in Wayne 
County. There are about 1,500 
open cases a month coming to 
protective services and even 
then social workers feel there 
may be underreporting of 

Under the formula after 
completion of five years of serv-
ice, eligible employees will be 
paid $300. An addition $100 a 
year will be paid for each addi-
tional year of service beyond 
five years to a maximum of 
$1,500. 

Under the previous language 
the additional year's payments 
were $75 a year with a cap of 
$1,400. 

• A proposal to remove the 
cap on longevity pay for non-
union employees hired before 
1995 was turned down. 

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

"Canton is relatively affluent, 
but child abuse is everywhere," 
Thomas said. The cities with 
the biggest number of cases: 
Wayne, Westland, Taylor, 
Inkster and Lincoln Park, she 
said. 

Some of the things Child's 
Hope does: 

• Holds workshops with par-
ents — "positive parenting" — 
to prevent such tilings as 
Shaken Baby Syndrome. 

• Works with parents on 
welfare. "Being poor, working 
and having small kids defines 
stress," Thomas said. 

• Trains those who work 
with children. "There are 20 
different professions that must 
report listed in the (state) law," 
she said. The clergy was just 
added recently, but does not 
include things revealed to priests 
in a Catholic confessional. , 

The next training session, an 
informational presentation for 
mandated reporters of child 
abuse and/or neglect, is 2 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 24. Call (313) 
583-6401 for location and to 
register. Dates are also set for 
May, August and November. 

Thomas said the No. 1 
reporter of child abuse is "Mr. 
and Mrs. Anonymous." 

• Presents information on 
child abuse to doctors and 
teachers and service clubs. For 
example, the agency will speak 
with doctors at Garden City 
Hospital in February. 

The Canton Exchange Club 
was chartered in November. 
Club president is Canton resi-
dent Donald Petted 
group meets Monday ni| 
Palermo's Pizza on Ford Road. 
Phone club secretary Dave 
Loveland (734) 207-8943 for 
details. 

CHILD ABUSE IN THE NEWS 
• An upcoming Frontline . 
investigative news show on 
PBS will air two reports on the 
quality of foster care. The 
reports titled Failure to 
Protect will air Jan. 30 
(tonight) and Feb. 6 at 9 p.m. 
The reports will investigate 
issues surrounding the death 
of Logan Marr and 
caseworkers who work for the 
Department of Human Services 
in Maine. 

• A current hit movie 
Antwone Fisher is based on a 
true story of a man who 
reveals his abusive childhood 
and confronts his painful past 
• The Wayne County Regional 
Educational Service Agency 
publishes at parent's guide to 
Internet safety. The county 
sheriff has active Internet 
crimes unit and the unit has 
made several high-profile 
arrests. 

The Exchange Club is a 
national organization with 
33,300 members and head-
quarters in Toledo. It was actu-
ally founded in Detroit in 1911 
and one of the oldest chapters 
is the one in Grand Rapids. 

The organization focuses its 
service efforts on child abuse 
and neglect. One current pro-
gram aims to prevent shaken 
baby deaths. A brochure shows 
five babies in an egg carton and 
urges parents and caregivers 
that, even if the baby is crying 
inconsolably, the infant can 
never be shaken. 

Child's Hope (or Child Abuse 
Prevention Council of Out-
Wayne County) is in Dearborn 
at 4901 Evergreen Road (U of 
M Dearborn), (313) 583-6401. 
The group is always in need of 
volunteers and of donations. 

Trust Is Earned... j Years, 5 Generations 

The Excitement 
Of Color . . . 

This Ranch 
Or 

Pale Golden 
Female 

Mink Coat 
(Very Long • Some With Hoods) 

$3,797 
Through Saturday, February 1st 

Detroit 
<313) 873-8300 
7373 Third Ave. 

. www.dittrichftirs.comi 

Bloomfield 
(248) 642-3000 

39515 Woodward Ave. 
.>*» 

r i c j k d S 
• Pastas 
1 Pizzas 
•Subs 
•Seafood 
Sandwiches 

1 Beer, Wine 
and Liquor 

ITALIAN EATERY 

Hours: 
Tues.-Thurs. 
I lam-1Opm 

Fri.-Sat. 
1 lam-llpm 

Sun. 
Hoon-lOpm 

Ford Rd. 

A 1 
N 1 Cherrv Hii i 

1 
a: 

I 
I t l S S ^ a 

3 0 3 6 9 Cherry Hill 
(at Henry Ruff) 

734-722-1820 
Homemade Cooking • Carry-Out Available 

Meatballs • Breads • Soups • Sauces 
- Dally Dine-In Only Specialsr 

Tuesday...Lasagna $8.95 
Wednesday.,.Mostaccioli $6,50 

Thursday...Spaghetti $6.25 
Friday...Fish Pi' Chips $6.50 

Saturday...Italian Platter $8.50 

i 
Family Pack 
Large Square Pizza 

with 1 item, Antipasto 
salad for 2 and homemade 

garlic bread with cheese 
$15" 

Dins In or carry ou! • Extra Item on pizza $1,05 
No limit • With coupon • Expires 2-28-03 

Dinner Special 
Buy any dinner at regular 

price from our dinner 
entrees fie get a 2nd one of 

equal or lesser value at 

m%ott 
Dins in only • With coupon 

Ona coupon psr order • Expires 2-28-03 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:picoordinator@therouge.org
http://www.therouge.org
mailto:jgladden@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:jgladden@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.dittrichftirs.comi
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New Canton 
Location! 

F k z g g g t d G j k f l n e H o l i d a y ' 

JOHN COLTRANE 
"Coltrane for Lovers" 

$9.99/cd 

I I 11 

Vaughan 

SARAH VAUGHAN 
"Sarah for Lovers" 

$9.99/cd 

NEW FOUND GLORY 
"Sticks And Stones" 

$14.99/cd 

$9.99/cd 

SO TENT 
"GetRichOrDieTryin' 

O u t 2/11/031 

3 DOORS DOWN 
"Away From The Sun" 

$15.99/cd 

STAN GETZ 
"Getz for Lovers" 

$9.99/cd 

BILUE HOLIDAY 
"Holiday for Lovers " 

$9.99/cd 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
"Wfa?n love Goes Wrong " 

$9.99/cd 

COMMON 
"Electric Circus' 

$14.99/cd 

* 

M I S 
ROOTS 

"Phrenology" 

$13.99/cd 

SHAGGY 
"Lucky Day" 

$14.99/cd 

$ 1 4 9 9 / c d 

SIGURROS 
" 0 " . 

$14.99/cd 

BONJOVI 
"Bounce" 

$14.99/cd 

. SALIVA 
"Bocfc /rt/o Four System' 

$14.99/cd 

RUSSELL WATSON 
"Encore" 

$14.99/cd 

RENEE FLEMING 
"Bel Canto" 

$13.99/cd 

ELLA FITZGERALD 
"Ella for Lovers" 

$9.99/cd 

TAI1BKWELI 
"Quality" 

$1499/cd 

F & D a L E I D E R 
"The Singers' 

$11.99/cd 

BREAKING BENJAMIN 
"Saturate" 

$9.99/cd 

S U M 41 
"Does 77i& Look Infected" 

$13.99/cd 

ANDREA BOCELO 
"Sentimento" 

$14.99/cd 

DEARBORN 
22000 Michigan Ave. 

HOURS: M-THR 9:30-9:00; 
P R I C E S G O O D T H 

CANTON 
1747 Canton Center North 

(734)981-7530 
FRI-SAT 9:30-10; SUN 11-6 

O U G H 0 2 - 0 9 - 0 3 oeoaaeiea" 

• 

http://www.observerandeccentricx


www.observerandeccentric.com Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 30,2003 ( C ) 1 7 

Bill . 
FROM PAGE A1 

According to Ryan, the replace-
ment program should satisfy 
the questions about transport-
ing students safely, and make it 
easier for the board to approve 
the synthetic turf. 

"I believe we can (have 
both)," Ryan said. "We want it 
safe, the drivers want it safe, 
everybody wants it safe. The 
administration will be ready to 
present the board with a bus 
replacement program with the 
beginning of the 2007-08 
school year." 

Ryan said the immediate 
plan will include purchasing 
approximately 23 buses for the 
coming school year with money 
from various sources, with a 
potential bond issue adding 
another 41 buses. 

By the 2007-08 school year, 
the district will complete pay-
ments on an $800,000-per-
year energy note. Ryan said 
that money could go into an 
annual plan to replace about 10 

percent of the 125-bus fleet. 
Ryan is expected to detail his 

plan at Tuesday's meeting. 
Administrators want the syn-

thetic turf because l i e field 
turns into mud after a hard 
rain due to a damaged drainage 
system, sometimes forcing 
rescheduling and cancellation 
of events. The adjoining track 
also needs to be replaced. 

At least three board members 
— Elizabeth Givens, Marcy 
Staley and Tom Wysocki — 
were ready to approve installa-
tion of the synthetic turf. 

"We cannot be running three 
high schools, in the state of 
Michigan, with the wetness of 
our falls, on regular turff 
Givens said. 

"Even with the drainage 
replacement... it's not safe for 
our students." 

Staley said she believes the , . 
bus replacement plan is feasi-
ble, and should allay fears of 
board members who are con-
cerned about the cost of the 
turf, and the cuts in the state 
foundation grant. 

l't lose s: 

vision of what we want The 
Park to look like in 5-10 years," 
she said. "The financial situa-
tion is short-term. We are going 
to get out of this. It's going to 

Ken Jacobs, executive direc-
. tor of support services, said the 
real savings of not putting in 
the turf will be about 
$555,000, which is the cost of 
the carpet, and not the $1.3 
million for the entire project. 

"We would have to tear 
up the field to fix the drainage, 
and we'd have to tear up the 
track because the drainage 
runs under it. And, the track 
isn't repairable because 
there's not base under it," 
Jacobs said. "The true savings 
... is significantly less because 
we've already torn up the whole 
field." 

Jacobs said if the board 
rejects synthetic turf, the field 
would probably have to be 
repaired with sod, and not seed, 
to have it ready for play in 
August. 

NOMINEES 
FROM PAGE A1 

Nomination forms are avail-
able at the township adminis-
tration building, 1150 S. 
Canton Center Road; the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce, 
5820 Canton Center; or they . 
may be downloaded from the 
township Web site, www.can-
ton-mi.org. 

The Canton Hall of Fame 
recognizes people who have 
made a long-term, long-lasting 

contribution to the Canton 
community. 

Last year's Hall of Fame 
inductee was developer 
Richard Lewiston, who has 
built subdivisions in the town-
ship. 

The Community Achievers 
award recognizes those individ-
uals who have brought atten-
tion to Canton as^a result of a 
special or outstanding achieve-
ment in 2002. 

The Community Supporter 
award recognizes individuals or 
groups who continue to make a 

regular contribution to the 
community. 

The contributions cannot be 
the result of the individual's 
employment 

Nominees do not have to be 
residents of Canton, according 
to Zevalkink, but the contribu-
tions must have taken place in 
the township. 

Deadline for returning nomi-
nation forms is March 7. 

An invitation-only reception 
honoring those selected for 
the awards will be held 
April 13. 

c a n " s ight of t h e tbruscatofoe.homecomm.net (734) 459-2700 

District, city hammer 
out details partnership 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

S T A F F W R I T E R 

There is only one obstacle 
standing in the way of a recre-
ation partnership between the 
city of Plymouth and Plymouth-
Canton Schools to improve 
Central Middle School recre-
ational facilities: $1.5 million. 

That's the ballpark figure 
being tossed about to improve 
the athletic fields, construct a 
walking/running track, repair 
the bleachers and install new 
lighting and fencing. 

City commissioners Dan 
Dwyer, Michele Potter and Phil 
Pursell met with school board 
members Joanne Lamar, Carol 
Saunders and Tom Wysocki last 
week to discuss the partner-
ship. Both sides agreed to move 
forward with the project, but 
only if they can find outside 
funding, such as grants, to foot 
the bill for the improvements., 

"It's a great idea to develop 
the land. The facility really 
needs to be updated," Saunders 
said. "Quite honestly, we need 
to find funding because we 
don't have any money. Without 
outside funding coming in, it's 
not possible in any way." 

Dwyer agreed. "We can't do it 
either," he said of the city. "The 
trick is to get the cooperation 
(from the school district and 
user groups) so we can get grant 
money. That's the whole game." 

With cuts in state revenue 
sharing money affecting the 
city's budget, and reductions in 
the state foundation grant trou-
bling the school's bottom line, 
neither entity can afford the 
enhancements at Central. 

However, city.recreation offi-
cials understand how the grant 
process works, having received 
a $635,000 grant from the 
state for recent improvements 
at the Cultural Center. 

"We need a plan to partner 
together for joint grant applica-
tions," Plymouth City Manager 
Paul Sincock said. "That sends a 
clear signal that we have multi-
governmental cooperation. 

"It will take more than one 
grant for it to happen," he said. 
"People are going to have to 
step up to the plate. They can't 
depend on the schools or the 

city to cover all the costs of 
maintenance for all the facili-
ties. I think we can make it 
happen.'' 

Sincock said groups that use 
the facility, such as Little 
League baseball and youth 
football, are the kinds of groups 
that will need to "step up." 

"I don't think we have the 
financial wherewithal to main-
tain the facility at the levels 
that will be expected," Sincock 
said, "unless there is some 
income from some user groups. 
It's no different than renting a 
gym for basketball or ice for 
hockey." -

Sincock also said groups such 
as the Wilcox Foundation and 
Rotary, Kiwanis and Lions 
clubs will be contacted for con-
tributions. 

Wysocki said the school dis-
trict has already proven that 
partnerships involving recre-
ation can work. 

"We've had pretty good luck 
with Plymouth Township in 
refurbishing our field at 
Isbister (Elementary)," he said. 
"Central has a lot of good 
potential for all sorts of things. 
I'm sure if we can make a good 
enough case, we can get com-
munity support." 

Pursell called it a win-win 
situation for everyone. 

"With our recreation depart-
ment, we'll end up with a 
world-class facility," he said. 
"Massey Field demonstrates 

, that to me. I look forward to 
putting a shovel in the ground." 

Sincock said the city intends 
to use block grant funds for a 
$5,000 study to create a master 
plan for the Central property, 
which will include input from 
all the groups which use the 
facilities. He said the planning 
process will take about three 
months, with the best-case sce-
nario for beginning the project 
in the fall. 

As for the schools, Ryan is 
hopeful the partnership with 
the city will put an end to the 
discussion about the future of 
Central Middle School. 

" Why would we partner with 
you (the city) if we were going 
to sell it?" Ryan told commis-
sioners. "We want to be good 
neighbors and good partners." 

' STORAGE USA 

Notice is hereby given that on (FEBRUARY 17, 2003), Tate & Co. 
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Storage USA, will be 
offering for sale under the judicial lien process, by public auction, 
the following storage units. The goods to be sold are generally 
described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be cash 
only. Storage USA reserves the right to .refuse any and all bids. The 

" sale will be at the following location: Storage USA, 6729 CANTON 
CENTER RD., CANTON, MI 48187 AT 12:30 P.M. 

D-112 Rod O. Davis Computer, printer, ladders, misc. 

painting supplies. 

J-348 Michelle Eminger Household Items. 

J-350 Storage USA Misc. Items « 
Publish: January 30 and February 6,2003 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/bearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: , 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: January 30,20&3 

CANTON 6 
Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of 1-275 

S5.2S Kldaali shows it 4 4 - F I L M 

16,39 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat i 

$7.78 Evenings Mon -ThufS 1 ii,1 J * — H 
O No Passes • > Unlimited Free Drisk & ,28# Cars Refills 

M O V I C C U I D I -

SHOWTIMES 1/31-2M 

O FSUL DESTINATION 2 (R 
11:50,2:10,4:30,7:00,9:25 
FRt/SATLS 11:45 
OBMRBO?ZPG-i3i 
12:10,2:30,4:50,7:20,9:45 
FRI/SATLS 12:00 
ODARKJESS FALLS (PG-13) 
12:00,3:00,5:10,7:30,9:35 
FRt/SATLS 11:20 
KASfiABOO JACK (PG3 
12£0,2:20,4:40,7:00,9:05 
FRi/SAT IS 11:10 
JUSTSiABRiiD{PG-l3) 
12:40,2:50,5:00,7:10,9:15 
FRI/SAT IS 11:15 

LORD OF THE RS8S: THE TWO TOWEffiS 
(PG-13) 1:00,4:30,8:00 

a, ^ o 5 z j b > F m > ^ h 

I wfth $1.50 {1/2 price) purchase V 
erf 46ez. bag of buttery popeom 

I *W&ose«-aaeant8n8 

w w w . c a n to ii 6 . c o m 
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R i C A N S H A V E r H E M , 

Var i cose ve ins a r e n o t j u s t a c o s m e t i c p r o b l e m . In a d d i t i o n t o p a i n a n d swel l ing , s e v e r e v a r i c o s e 

ve ins c a n l ead to i n f l ammat ion a n d u lcera t ion of t h e lower leg. T h e Un ive r s i t y of M i c h i g a n H e a l t h 

System's D i v i s i o n of V e n o u s D i s e a s e is a fu l l - serv ice , s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t a m b u l a t o r y m e d i c a l fac i l i ty 

spec ia l iz ing in t h e eva lua t ion a n d t r e a t m e n t of l a rge a n d smal l ve in p r o b l e m s . O u r h i g h l y t r a i n e d 

boa rd -ce r t i f i ed su rgeons c a n eva lua te a n d t r ea t y o u r c o n d i t i o n b o t h su rg ica l ly a n d n o n - s u r g i c a l l y . 

C o n t a c t us a t ( 7 3 4 ) 4 3 2 - 7 6 6 2 t o r ece ive y o u r pe r sona l c o n s u l t a t i o n o r f o r add i t iona l i n f o r m a t i o n . 

University of Michigan 
HesM Syttan 

19900 Haggerty Road, Suite 105 • Livonia, Ml 48152-1053 • www.med.umlch.edu 

Great Value. Great Plan. 

Alrtfme Minutes when on the America's Choice Network 

1000Anytime 
Mobile To Mobile 

•stooSanyofc 
on our national mobBe tor 

$30 Mail-In Sony 
Ericsson Rebate Offer 
When you buy and activate a Sony Ericsson 

T61c digital phone through January 31,2003. 

BO00®!?' 
$ 3 0 ° ° feteti0 

NOW ONLY 

I agreement required. Phone and price may vary by location. 

F O R 

All when calling on the America 's Choice"network. 
The America's Choice network covers over 250 million people 

in the U.S. Network not available in all areas. Calls placed outside 
the railing plan area are 690/min. CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software 

required. Mobile to Mobile not available throughout the America's Choice Network. 

BLOOMFIELD 
2519 W. Maple Rd. 

{SW comer clCrtribrook & Maple) 
248.723.8600 

BRIGHTON 
315 E. Grand River 
{East of Main St.) 

• 810.227.7440 

CANTON 
44011 Ford Rd. 

(3 bib. East of Sheldon Rd.) 
734.981.7440 

FENTON 
' 18010 Silver BaHeivay 

(in Silver Lake Village} 
810,629,7440 

HMTLAND 
' 10112 Highland Rd. 

: corner of M-59 & Old US-23) 
810.632.9300 

HASLETT 
1620 Hasleft Rd. 

ÎE corner of Hasleft & Marsh) 
517.339.7440 

HOWELL 
4207 E. Grand River Ave. 

(in Sears Plaza) 
517.545,7220 

(^Wireless 
www.shopatwireless.com 

LANSING 
440 E. Edgwood 
517.394.7441 

UVONiA 
33833 Plymouth Rd. 

{West of Formington Rd.) 
734.266.2300 

31330 Schoolcraft Rd. 
jot Msfriman) 
734.422.7440 

mkford 
101 E, Commerce 

(or Main St) 
248.684,7440 

NEW HUDSON 
56754 Grand River 
(East of Milfejfd Rd.) 

248.437.5353 

NOV! 
27793- C West Oaks Dr. 

( i n V f e t C a M 
248.596.1900 

OKEMOS 
4738 Central Park Dr. * Suite C 

(Next to Ponera Breed! > 
517,349.0300 ' 

PLYMOUTH 
903 W.Ann Arbor Rd. 

(West of Main St.) 
734.354.6000 

SOUTH LYON 
509 S. Lafayette 
248.437.5300 

WWTMORE LAKE 
9245M-36 

(West of US-23) 
734.449.7199 

Bring in this ad and receive 25% OFF any wireless phone accessory* • At participating tWireless locations. 

: Night & heirs: Moa-fri. *0!ps>~S;59es Set. Um-Sm. 1 !;S9pa. Subject to Customer %eenwnl ottd CaBng P h . $35 
apples. Requires «edir approval. Cannot fee combined with other service promotions. Usage rouoded to next full minute. Unused s t a n c e s lost. Mobile to mobile calls d e n t a l by colls mode during night 
rebate check. Must be a customer for 30 consecutive days for rebate. Phone may not be returned offer rebate form hos been submitted, Subject to taxes ' 

.$175<fflfyl 

brochure and soles representative for details. © 2 0 0 2 Verizon Wireless: 

Bspptes.!. . . . . . 
„ a n d w e e k e n d hours. tfow 10-12 weeks for 

other charges. Hot mhtk in o l markets, Geographic and other r e s t r i c t apply. S e e 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.can
http://www.med.umlch.edu
http://www.shopatwireless.com
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EDITORIALS • LETTERS • COLUMNS 

O U R VIEWS 

Tabling turf talk 
was wise move 

The Plymouth-Canton Board of Education Tuesday 
night tabled the issue of whether to replace the aging 
football field behind Canton High School with synthetic 
turf similar to tha t used at Ford Field in Detroit, and it 
was a good move. 

More t h o u g h t is requi red before t he school board 
decides how best to spend the last of the 1997 bond 
money. The topic will now be a subject on the agenda at a 
meeting Tuesday night. 

H ie proposal currently being considered would see the 
district spend about $1.3 million to replace the" turf 
which everyone agrees needs to be done. But the intangi-
ble costs of such a move appear to be climbing with Gov. 
Granholm's threat of cutting the state foundation grant 
paid to public schools on a per-pupil basis. 

Of course, such cuts wouldn ' t affect the amount of 
money available from that bond directly. However, the 
district is currently putting together a priority list for a 
proposed bond issue in 2003, and Granholm's cuts could 
create a financial future so cloudy it might make voters 
shy about handing over still more tax dollars in a new 
bond issue. 

The district has definite needs, and at least two of them 
involve the football field. The field's drainage system is 
now being blamed for the condition of the existing turf, 
and the track surrounding the field is likely to be declared 
a disaster area before track season starts this spring. 

The district is also going to hear a proposal about bus 
replacement, a plan generally funded by bond money. 
The original plan was reportedly to pay for the synthetic 
turf out of the 1997 bond. At Tuesday's session, the board 
is also scheduled to hear a plan that reportedly will allay 
any fears about funding buses. 

The district is hoping to put together a bond proposal it 
can sell to voters that would alleviate some of the finan-
cial pressure. However, in today's economic climate, with 
the district facing as much as a $5 million deficit depend-
ing on how many new students come in, it might not be 
wise to chart a course of action based on money that 
might never be there. 

There are still unanswered questions surrounding the 
turf issue, which makes Tuesday's choice to table the deci-
sion seem even wiser. For instance, how will the district 
fund replacement costs down the road? Estimates say 
such replacement would cost $400,000 in todays dollars. 
What would that equate to in 2013 dollars? 

With tough decisions to make, new synthetic turf on its 
football fields mus t fall in to the "want" category for 
P lymouth-Canton schools, at least for t he momen t . 
Before indulging itself in a want, district officials would 
be wise to do what they do best — make sure the "needs" 
are covered first. 

'Peace' resolutions 
not a local concern 

Shouting for peace when the war drums are beating is 
an admirable, principled and meaningful form of expres-
sion. In a democratic society, such dissenting views are 
not only encouraged , they should be welcomed and 
embraced as a chance to learn and unders tand other 
points of view. 

But as conflict with Iraq appears more and more likely, 
there's a movement afoot to have municipal governments 
adopt resolutions of peace. A handful of cities, including 
Ann Arbor and Ferndale, have already done so. 

Elected officials in other communities, such as Livonia, 
have discussed the notion but opted against actually com-
mitting an anti-war position to paper. 

("I'm not elected to deal with foreign policy issues, and 
I ' m n o t a b o u t t o do t h a t , " s a i d L ivon ia City 
Councilwoman Val Vandersloot. 

This is the appropriate thing to do and we urge other 
city, village and township leaders to follow suit and 
decline passing any such resolutions that may come their 

As far as we can tell, most local governments have their 
bands full running their own towns. Municipal officials 
should stick to sewers, roads, rezonings and the like -
areas in which they have some sway. 

Endorsing a resolution of peace - or war, for that mat-
ter - is a hollow, meaningless gesture on behalf of our 
local leaders. As individuals, our politicians are free to 
express their views on war or peace any way they want. As 
official bodies, they should avoid staking a position in this 
territory. 
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These four cats were seen eating and watching passers-by on the porch of a local house fast week. Each winter, the Michigan Humane Society receives hun-
dreds of calls regarding animals left outside without shelter. With cold weather upon us, the Michigan Humane Society reminds pet owners that when tem-
peratures plummet, pets should not be lef t outside for any length of t ime. Even large or longhaired breeds cannot withstand severe or inclement weather. 
These tabbies did have four separate shelters on the porch available to them, but appeared content just sit t ing and taking in the passing scenery. 

Kmart story lacking 
I was very disappointed with your arti-

cle on the closing of the Canton SuperK 
on Jan. 16th. No thought was given to 
the human side. All Yack was concerned 
about was that the building would be the 
second "big box" to sit empty. "Where was 
his concern for the 220 employees who 
work there? At least half of them live 
Canton. Why didn't he question why the 
store in his community is closing like the 
mayor of Utica did? 

I also live and shop in Canton. I've 
never found any retailer here to have 
more than just a handful of customers at 
9 a.m. The article seemed to say that 
closing the SuperK was no big loss. Yet 
the loss will very real to the employees 
losing their jobs and the loyal customers 
who shop there. 

Denise Konwerski 
Canton 

Define crummy 
I read Phil Power's article ("Could a 

Supreme Court ruling re-segregate col-
lege campuses? Canton Observer, Jan. 
23) and found it interesting. 

As you mentioned "with a subject as 
complicated and as emotionally charged 
as this one, it's important to sort out 
sense from the nonsense." Yet within the 
article you mention that "Clearly, howev-
er, many very able minority students 
graduate from crummy high schools, so it 
only seems fair to find a method to avoid 
penalizing them for unfair K-12 school 
system." 

The problem I have with this statement 
is twofold. One, this seems to be more of 
a problem that should be fixed, not over? 
looked, by rewarding someone 20 points 
for going through a crummy school sys-
tem. What is the incentive for fixing a 
crummy school system if you're going to 
get 20 points for attending? How does U 
of M measure or determine a crummy K-
12 school system? 

I think what you are trying to say is 
most crummy school systems are in 
minority concentrated areas. Why are 
they crummy" Let's get to the root of the 
problem. 

TVvo, if a student attended a crummy 
high school system I would think that the 
student would be academically chal-
lenged attending the University of 
Michigan. 

Are there any records that the universi-
ty compiled on drop-out rates and grade-
point averages of U of M students who 
attended crummy K-12 school systems? 
What is U of M doing to try and improve 
those crummy K-12 school systems? 

I have three children, ages 13,14 and 
16, attending schools in Canton. We have 
taught our kids to be color blind when it 
comes to race and gender and to treat 
everyone equal and with respect. I am all 
for giving every student a fair shot at 
attending the college oftheir choice. I am 
not sure that a point system based on 
race would be the proper solution for 
crummy K-12 school systems. 

Let's get to the root cause of the prob-
id fix the schools, but before we do, 
on your experience as a regent, 

LETTERS 
you're going to have to let us know which 
ones are crummy and why. 

Based on my experience as a parent I 
think we should sort out the sense from 
the nonsense. This letter tries to do just 
that. 

Steve Evers 
Canton 

War on turf 
What a surprise to pick up my Sunday 

edition of the Observer and read the ' 
headline "High school stadium could get 
new turf." I could have sworn that it was 
only three days previous that the headline 
read "District eyes layoffs and other cuts," 

I guess I am supposed to be glad that a 
few high school students will be playing 
on brand new, state-of-the-art football 
fields, while my first-grade daughter sits 
hi an overcrowded classroom of almost 
30 students? Since teachers are appar-
ently not as essential as sports facilities, I 
can only assume the classroom situation 
will get even worse this next school year. 

I can also assume that the safety of my 
daughter, who rides the bus to and from 
school, is not as important as the new 
turf. Replacing old buses is not some-
thing that would be "nice to do," it is 
absolutely essential. 

At least one board member, Carol 
Saunders, has her priorities aligned with 
the true needs of this school district and 
is concerned with meeting the needs of 
the majority of students, not just the 
desires of a few. Saunders lists her pri-
mary concerns as keeping children safe 
and wanting children educated. 

I encourage the other board members 
to follow her lead and support what is 
truly essential for maintaining the 
integrity of this district and doing what is 
right for ALL of its students. 

Vlcki Baker 
Canton 

Letters are troubling 
I read with some concern two letters 

that were recently published in your 
paper. One letter concerned socialism. 
The letter (about protest signs) said: 
"Fight Corporate Crime, for example, 
indicates the liberal ideology of the 
planned economy. Socialists abound and 
the thinking is un-American." 

I think what was being communicated is 
that if an American does not want the U.S. 
to go to war with Iraq right now, then they 
would be considered a socialist In fact, one 
of the definitions of socialism is: "Any of 
various theories or systems of social organi-
zation in which the means of producing 
and distributing goods is owned collective-
ly or by a centralized government that often 
plans and controls the economy." 

Nazism was a type of socialism that 
forces the policy of racist nationalism, 
national expansion, and state control of 
the economy. 

I am not a socialist I do not believe 
that the local government of Canton 
should be operating recreational and 
banquet facilities at a profit. I feel that 
the local government of Canton by feed-
ing off income from trash companies is 
treating our land and resources as collec-

tively owned property that they control to 
the detriment of the citizenry. 

This war with Iraq is being touted as 
something that will expand our influence 
in the world. Many well-connected people 
will make a great deal of money. By fight-
ing a war for profit that is designed to 
expand our national influence, the people 
promoting the war can rightly be called 
socialists and the Americans against the 
war can be called the peacemakers. 

The other letter that caused me con-
cern featured Senator Byrd and an unfor-
tunate remark he made sometime in the 
past. The writer of the letter failed to see 
that Mr. Byrd has been punished just as 
Mr. Lott was — Mr. Byrd will never be 
more than what he is. To his benefit, he 
continues to work for the good of all 
Americans. 

Mr. Lott's fall, I believe, was due more 
to his being in the way of Mr. Frist, the 
senator from Tennessee, Remember 
when Mr. Bush gushed about winning 
Mr. Gore's home state in the election? 
Didn't you find that odd? Well, payback 
time rolled around and Mr. Lott had to 
take a walk. Now Mr. Frist is the Senate 
Majority Leader, and all he had to do was 
be from Tennessee. 

Alfred U Bmk 
Canton 

DARTA was no solution 
Your editorial on Jan. 9 lamented the 

veto of DARTA, while admitting it wasn't 
the solution to the metro area's trans-
portation problems. DARTA was sup-
posed to study the transportation issues in • 
the metro area. There were two things ; 
that DARTA was expected to recommend: 
1) That SEMTA and DDOT need to be • 
merged, and 2) Taxes need to be raised. : 

The first is obvious to anyone that has • 
ever tried riding a bus in the metro area, ; 
and the second is the same conclusion ; 
made by all government studies. We need 
to create another fiefdom of patronage to 
accomplish that? : 

Don't mourn DARTAs passing. It had 
no mandate to improve anything. We have 
enough politicians and bureaucrats now. : 

Let the "players" come to the table now if i 
they really have concern for the citizens. ! 

Stenzel : 
Livonia I 

1 SHARE YOUR OPINIONS ' 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Piease 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verif ication. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
con ten t 

Mail: 
Letters to the edi tor 
Canton Observer 
794 S. Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

(734)459-4224 

E-mail: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 
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a few parte. All of Canton is in the Rouge Watershed.' 
Sally Petrella, public involvement coordinator for Friends of the Rouge, talking about a frog survey 
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Coalition tax increase 
idea is wrongheaded 

Phi! 

Power 

The sum total of all human knowledge about 
the politics of tax policy can readily be dis-
cerned in the ditty below: 

Don't tax him; don't tax me. 
Tax that fellow behind the tree. 

As most folks know by now, Michigan has an 
enormous budget problem. Because of the contin-
ued recession, state tax revenues are, way down. 
But the state Constitution forbids deficits, so Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm last week cut $150 million in 
state spending to get just this year's budget back 

into balance. The problem for 
the next fiscal year, which 
begins Oct. 1, is even worse; 
experts are talking about a 
shortfall of as much as $2 bil-
lion out of a General Fund 
budget of around $9 billion. 

It should come, therefore, as 
no surprise that an outfit calling 
its elf the Red Cedar Coalition 
(for the river running through 
the Michigan State University 
campus) is beginning to beat the 
dhims for a tax increase. The 
group includes organizations 

that feel threatened by the impending spending 
cuts, such as teachers unions and other school 
folks, municipal government people and various 
advocates for social services, colleges and univer-
sities. - , 

The coalition wants to extend the state sales tax 
to apply to all manner of things not currently 
taxed: advertising, personal services like haircuts 
and manicures, professional services like law and 
accounting, car repairs and the like. So the pro-
posal can be marketed to the gullible public as a 
"tax cut," the idea is to drop the current sales tax 
rate of 6 percent to 5 percent, but impose the tax 
on lots of new transactions. It's tough to estimate 
the increased tax revenue to the state, but most 
experts think it's substantially more than $100 
million. 

Initial reaction to the coalition's tax proposals 
was decidedly negative. Granholm led the charge 
by saying last week that, "Anyone who is propos-
ing a tax increase has to realize that they would 
be going before a Legislature that's not predis-
posed to do it and a governor who is not predis-
posed to do it." With both houses of the 
Legislature controlled by Republicans, whose 
public policy signature issue is to be opposed to 
tax increases, Granholm may have been 
admirably understated in her analysis of the idea. 

In my view, the Red Cedar folks are both pre-
mature and wrongheaded. 

Premature because Granholm and the 
Legislature need some time to develop their own 
plans. Granholm will deliver her State of the State 

One of the interesting things about Granholm, 
a Democrat, is her stated interest in using the 
budget problem as a spur for far-reaching 
rethinking about how state government 
should work and what services should be 
delivered and how they are paid for. 

speech Feb. 5, during which she intends to lay out 
her overall strategy for dealing with the state's 
budget crisis. Moreover, she is facing a March 1 
deadline to submit her own detailed budget for 
legislative consideration. 

One of the interesting things about Granholm, 
a Democrat, is her stated interest in using the 
budget problem as a spur for far-reaching 
rethinking about how state government should 
work and what services should be delivered and 
how they are paid for. She deserves a decent space 
to develop her taxing and spending plans before 
people who have a self-interest in hiking tax rev-
enues start piling on. 

The Red Cedar proposal is wrongheaded 
because in taking the easy way out — just increas-
ing taxes — it puts at risk three better ideas on 
how to balance the budget. 

One is simply to cut spending. Frankly, I doubt 
there is enough fat in a $9 billion General Fund 
budget to fund a cut of more than 20 percent, but 
it's axiomatic that state spending patterns that 
were set when times were flush will contain a fan-
amount of stuff that needs cutting. 

A second idea, much debated last year and 
ducked'by outgoing Gov. John Engler and the 
Legislature, would be to postpone the scheduled 
reduction in the state income tax rate. That might 
be worth up to $200 million next fiscal year. 

A third idea is to explore the various tax loop-
holes enacted during the Engler administration. 
No one knows exactly how much potential tax 
revenue is flowing through these loopholes, but 
I'll bet the newspaper you're reading right now 
that it's substantial. 

Maybe the Red Cedar proposal will turn out to 
get some traction in Lansing. But let's not start 
messing with it until all the alternatives have 
been given a fair hearing. 

Phil Power is 
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
t ions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
ppower@homecomm.net. .. 

A dirty pickup truck is 
the only 'real SUV 
How to see things often depends on where 

you're sitting. 

The anti-SUV campaign started 
unfolding this past summer and I only heard 
snippets about it because I was living in a 
remote, cabin in the eastern Upper Peninsula 
where it was difficult to find a daily newspa-
per. 

But I did hear whispers and occasionally a 
piece on TV. Amazingly it wasn't a huge topic 
among locals, although you'd think it would 

be. These are folks who 
spend their time in the 
woods working or for recre-
ational purposes. They're 
construction workers, log-
gers and even a few com-
mercial fishermen. 

You'd expect these are the 
people who would be gob-
bling up SUVs. 

Wrong. The vehicle of 
choice is a rusted pickup 
truck or a four-wheel drive 

I value that layer of dust and mud that 
accumulates after a summer of chasing 
fish and a fall of upland bird hunting, and 
tears come to my eyes when that first 
layer of salt gets on the Jeep and I have to 
M e it in for l a t obligatory car wash. 

Jeff 

Subaru. Up there choice is 
determined 1 i by finances. 

Those folks just can't come up with $40,000 
or $50,000 for what they call "a truck." 

For about five months, I spent most my 
days on the back roads fishing, hunting or 
canoeing. In all that time, I rarely saw a big, 
expensive SUV. In fact, I rarely saw anyone at 
all, which made me start to wonder how all 
these fancy SUVs are being used. 

Don't get me wrong. I'm not an anti-SUV 
person. Being an 11th generation American 
redneck, I grew up in the back of pickup 
trucks, and have owned a long line of Jeep 
Cherokees, most of which I've driven until the 
wheels nearly fall off. None have ever been 
waxed. I value that layer of dust and mud 
that accumulates after a summer of chasing 
fish and a fall of upland bird hunting, and 
tears come to my eyes when that first layer of 
salt gets on the Jeep and I have to take it in 
for that obligatory car wash. 

It's just that I wonder exactly how big an 
SUV people need, and what nameplate they 
need on them. A Cadillac name on a truck is 
a bit over the top. 

But back to the UP. Although I know the 
people in the town I was staying in fairly well, 
I was still marked as being a Yuppie trout by 
my Jeep. 

"You don't want to take that thing back into 
the woods," a friend of mine said as we were 
heading out for a night of brook trout fishing 
on beaver ponds. Tou'll scratch it up. We'll 
take my truck." 

Ten minutes later I knew he was right. We 
were driving on a two-track through waist-
deep mud, over stumps and logs and had to 
pull the side mirrors in to keep them from 
getting ripped off by branches. My friend 
calls it his woods beater truck, an old Chevy 
pick-up he uses for work and in the woods. 
Rain storms are the only ear wash it has ever 
seen, and there's often a clump of grass and , 
dirt hanging from the front bumper, a testi-
mony to its use in the back woods. 

In the fall it easily held three guys, three 
wet dogs, shotguns and other hunting equip-
ment The back bed of the truck also held a 
variety of dead upland game birds. 

The image of that truck pops up in my head 
while driving on suburban Detroit freeways, 
when I see all those clean, shiny, expensive, 

SUVs, I wonder when the last time they 
were driven off the pavement. 

The newest anti-SUV campaign tries to -
paint people who drive them as being the 
moral equivalent of a terrorist. It's tire-
some, and reminds me of the anti-smoking 
campaigns of the '80s and '90s which tried « 
to paint smokers as some sort of moral 1 
deviants. 

There are good questions about SUV use. » 
Do people really need them? Many times j 
they don't. There are also smaller SUVs that 
do the job. Last spring I used a Ford Escape » 
to pick up a couple of canoeists. The 18-foot •, 
canoe easily sat on the roof and it held four 
200 pound guys and gear. 

In a bizarre way, I'm hoping that the anti-
SUV campaign is successful. 

Then us rednecks can have our trucks back 
and we can drive them through the woods in 
peace mid quite - which is why we went there ' 
in the first place. ' 

Jeff Counts is a semi-retired newspaperman who 
spends as much t ime as he can in a muddy t ruck in the • 
woods. ; 
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opening of our new banking center 
located in Plymouth Township. 

Stop in between 
January 15 - February 8,2003 
and take advantage of our 
Grand Opening 
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January 15 - February 8,2003 

Grand Prize Drawings: 
. Sony DVD Home Entertainment System 
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BANK REPOSSESSED CARS TO BE SOLD 
DIRECTLY TO THE PUBLIC 

North Brothers Ford Used Cars i s Selected to 
Dispose of 228 Bank Repos 

And Other Used Vehicles for Only $29 and Fees 
Then Start Making Payments* 

Westland, Michigan . . . Banks 
repossessed cars and trucks are 
among the most hunted-for-bargains 
in the automobile industry. 
Unfortunately for John Q. Public, 
they're also the hardest to come by. 

Banks often unload these repos to 
car dealers at rock bottom prices 
allowing dealers to resell them for 
retail value. But bargain seekers can 
take heart: This week Auto 
Liquidators of North America 
has selected North Brother's Ford 
Used Cars in Westland, Michigan to 
be the official liquidation site for 228 
of these incredible bargains. 

This Thursday & Friday 
January 27-31, North Brother's 
Ford Used Cars of Westland, 
Michigan will have 228 bank repos, 
lease returns, and other used 
vehicles for thousands below normal 
values and will pass those savings on 
to their customers. 

"These have been acquired at 
incredible savings from banks 
(repos), Factory auctions and other 
sources," Rick Huetter, Used Car 
Sales Manager of North Brother's 
Ford said. "Our creditors have asked 
us to sacrifice this inventory 
immediately - regardless of loss of 
profit. If that means selling these 
vehicles for near or below wholesale, 
then that is what we will do." 

Every bank repo and other pre-
owned vehicle will be available for 
just $29 plus a fee* and then start 
making payments. "It's just that 
simple," said Huetter. "To make 
these bargains even easier, we'll 
mark the payment right on the 
windshield. Just pick a car and a 
payment. You won't find a faster 
easier way to get a great deal on a 
pre-owned vehicle." 

Almost every type and price range 
will be available, from luxury, to 
4x4% to basic transportation. "With 
pre-owned vehicles near an all time 
high, chances are we will have what 

you are looking for in stock and 
ready to drive home," Huetter said. 

Auto Liquidators of North 
America has flown in extra 
financial staff from three states to 
assure North Brother's Ford Used 
Car's customers prompt, courteous 
service and the best financial terms 
possible. Huetter said, "we will have 
over $5 million in financing available 
for this event. So chances are we can 
arrange financing for just about 
anyone who is employed, regardless 
of past history." 

All trade-ins will be accepted 
with a minimum $2000 
guaranteed value and customers 
are encouraged to bring their titles 
or payment book to expedite 
immediate delivery of these vehicles. 

"The opportunity bargain hunters 
have been waiting for is here. 
Thursday & Friday in Westland. 
Every bank repo and other used 
vehicle is just $29 and then start 
making payments. Customers won't 
find a faster easier way to save big 
money on a great used vehicle," 
Huetter said. 

After the mega-sale ends at 6:00 
p.m. Friday, January 31st, North 
Brother's Ford will send many of 
these vehicles to auction. Any 
questions can be directed to 1-734- , 
524-1263. North Brother's Ford 
Used Cars is located at 33300 Ford 
Rd., between Wayne Rd. & Venoy in 
Westland, Michigan. The hours of 
this sale will be Thursday 9 am-9 
pm, & Friday 9 am-6 pm. "We hope 
to see everyone there and ready to 
drive away with the deal of a 
lifetime," said Huetter. 

**$29 plus tax, title and fees, with 
approved credit. 
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Day care, school aim for new playground 
BY JOANNE MAUSZEWSKI 

CORRESPONDENT 

For most kids, playing is just 
plain fun. For children with 
autism, it's a necessity. 

"When they play, the social-
ization and communication 
skills are developed," said Patti 
Regiani, who teaches preschool 
for the Burger School for 
Students with Autism in 
Garden City. 

"Our students don't have reg-
ular play skills. By playing, they 
learn to use toys and they learn 
to play with other kids," said 
Cindy Valdivia, who teaches 
with Regiani at the Burger 
Annex, the program's second 
school. That's why the creation 
of an outdoor playground at the 
annex is so important "It is out 
of the question to take the kids 
back to Burger to play," Valdivia 
said. 

The Burger Annex, in con-
junction with the Cambridge 
Children's Corner day care, is 
raising money to build a play-
ground on Cambridge in 
Garden City. The goal is 
$40,000. • 

"That would get a nice 
playscape with other equip-
ment," Valdivia added. "It's 
something we have never really 
had here." 

Teachers, parents and stu-
dents are hoping that a spank-
ing new playscape will stand in 
an empty field at the annex by 
the end of this school year. 

The fund-raising effort is 
multi-faceted. The initial effort 
began with letters to area busi-
nesses asking for donations. 
"We wanted to see if we could 
come up with some benefac-
tors/' Valdivia said. 

Next came Little Caesars 
pizza kits and candles, sales led 
in part by the day care group. 

"We are also asking parents to 
make contacts " Valdivia said. 

SLOW RESULTS 

But like any fund-raising 
effort^ particularly in an eco-
nomic downturn, results have 
been slow. 

"We've really only just got 
started. We already got approval 
from the school district (Garden 
City) to build a playground in 

Teachers and parents are 
hoping one or more benefactors 
will help the playground take 
flight.. A playroom within the 
building was recently complet-
ed and the staff believes the out-
door playscape of molded plas-
tic is the next step. 

"We are very excited about 
this," Regiani said. 

The significance of an out-
doorplayground takes on more 
importance when you realize 
that parents cannot take their 
children with autism to just any 
park to play. 

"They tend to run and it 
becomes unsafe," Regiani 
added. The fond-raising effort 
is likely to include another 
major fund-raiser, as well as 
other sales. Volunteers also will 
likely be tapped to help build 
the playscape, the teachers said. 

The Burger School is the 
largest public school program in 
the country that specializes in 
educating students with autism 
to successfully function in a 
community. 
. Burger was started in 1973 
before the federal government 
mandated special education 
programs. It was initially called 
the Developmental Learning 
Program, but took the Burger 
name when it was moved to 
that building in 1980. 

The Burger School is a center 
program operated by the 
Garden City Public Schools. 
Students come from 34 school 
districts throughout Wayne 
County. Each of the home dis-
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tricts provides transportation 
for their students who attend 
the center. 

"Eighty-five percent of our 
students have some kind of 
mental (cognitive) impairment," 
Valdivia said. On the other 
hand, some of the 5-year-olds 
are already tackling math skills. 
"There is really a wide range of 
functioning." 

To attend the Burger School, 
students must be referred from 
their local school district. 

"They have to have some type 
of disability," Regiani said. "We 
have staff who will make the 
determination" 

A 'CLOSE-KNIT GROUP' 

Because of the need for indi-
vidual attention, Burger offers 
two staff members for each 
class of five students in the pre-
school program, for example. 

The closeness of the program 
with students, teachers and 
parents has made Burger "a 
close-knit group," Valdivia said. 

In Michigan, teachers who 
are certified to teach students 
with autism have a teaching 
certificate, an endorsement in a 
special needs area and an addi-
tional endorsement for teach-
ing students with autism. 

PROPOSED CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND 
Burger's Preschool Program 

offers a team teaching 
approach and focuses on 
increased environmental 
awareness. 

The Secondary Program 
offers individual education that 
focuses on giving young adults 
with autism the skills to 
become active, participating 
members of society. 

To serve as a benefactor for the new 
playground or to offer any kind of help 
to reach the fund-raising goal, call 
Regiani or Valdivia at (734) 762-8445 . 
or Sonya Griwicki, Cambridge Childcare 
program director, at (734) 762-8440. 
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• Shootin' hoops 
The Harlem Globetrotters, 

basketball's newest Hall of 
Famers, bring their 
"Reclaiming the Game" 
World Tour to The Palace of 
Auburn Hilis 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb.1. Tickets at 

P H O T O S BY P A U L H U R S C H M A N N | S T A F F P H O T O G R A P H E R 

$22.50, $19.50 and $14.50 
reserved are on sale now at 
Palacenet.com, 

The Palace Sox Office and 
all Ticketmaster centers. 
(248) 645-6666 

• Free concert i 
Soprano Glenda Kirkl ind 

will perform music by \ 
Schubert, Schumann, \ " 
Brahms, Strauss and 
Debussy, as well as spirituals 
and hymns, at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 2, at Nardin 
Park United Methodist 
Church, 29887 W. 11 Mile, just 
west of Middlebelt, in 
Farmmgton Hilis. 

A reception will be held at 
1:30 p.m. Kirkland has per-
formed with the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra and 
trained at the Juiiiard School 
of Music. 

For more information, call 
(248)476-8860 

• Quick lit 
Kivi Rogers performs 

through Saturday at Ann 
Arbor Comedy Showcase, 
314 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 
Rogers has appeared in 
films, including TheAmati 
Girls and Romy and 

Jim McNiff (as Max Halliday) and Jillian Buckshaw {Margot Wendice) fall in love in the next to the last Spotlight Players production at the Water 
Tower Theatre in Northville. The murder mystery opens Friday night. 

Mystery abounds 
Spotlight Players productions in the dark until 2004 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

STAFF WRITER 

Suspense haunts the Water Tower Theatre, 
longtime home of the Spotlight Players. 
Like its current production, Dial M for 

Murder, there's a great deal of mystery sur-
rounding the future. The dramatic lighting of 

that president Mary Lynn Kuna and the rest < 
the members find themselves in - at least for the 
next 18 months or so. 

The Northville Psychiatric Hospital closes 
permanently this summer and so too the theater 
on its campus. The hitch is the new Canton 
Performing Arts and Education Center isn't 
scheduled to open until fall 2004. That's where 
the Spotlight Players eventually take up resi-
dence as the permanent theater company. 
They've been anticipating the move for some 
time, going so far as to change their name from 
the Plymouth Theatre Guild to appeal to crowds 
regionally. 

Kuna and husband Ken volunteered many 
hours to ensure the success of the performing 
arts center, including serving on a committee to 
design the new building featuring 400 seats and 
30,000 square feet of space. But right now her 
major concern is producing Dial M for Murder 
and overseeing the next show A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the Forum in late 
April and early May. Dial M for Murder opens 
Friday, Jan. 31. 

UP IN THE AIR 

"The future's uncertain" said Kuna. "We've been 
talking about possibly doing dinner theater at the 
Summit on the Park (community center) in the 

DM 
FOR MURDER 
What Spotlight 
Players (formerly 
the Plymouth 
Theatre Guild) 

David Fedewa (Captain Lesgate) and Jillian Buckshaw 
(Margot Wendice) rehearse one of the thrilling scenes 
in Dial M for Murder. Steve Sedore (left as Tony Wendice), 
Dennis Hubel (Inspector Hubbard), Jim McNiff (Max 
Halliday) and Jillian Buckshaw (as Margot Wendice) 
are caught up in a murder mystery in the next to the last 
production at the Water Tower Theatre in Northville. 

interim but there would be problems to overcome 
like blocking out the light from the windows. 

"There's no doubt it's a daunting challenge. 
We just hope people will come out before the 

PLEASE SEE PLAYERS, B5 

Frederick Knott's 
murder mystery 

When: 8 p.m. 

Friday-Saturday, 
Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 
7-8 and 14-15, 
and 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 9 

Where Water 
Tower Theatre, 
41001W. Seven Mile 
on the Northville 
Psychiatric 
Hospital campus 

Tickets: 
$10, $7 ages 2-18. 
Call (248) 349-7110 

to be done 

Barbara Kratchman doesn't 
have to sell me on the impor-
tance of arts education in the 

schools. When I heard about 
ArtServe Michigan releasing a sur-
vey conducted by their Southfield-
based arts advocacy agency, 
Michigan Department of 
Education and Michigan Council 
for Arts & Cultural Affairs, I want-
ed to know more about the quality 
and quantity of visual arts, music, 
dance and drama programs for stu-
dents in K-12. 

Luckily for me, I grew up with 
parents who believed in their 
importance. During the day, my 
brother, sister and I learned about 
the master painters in the class-
rooms of St. Gabriel's School in 
southwest Detroit In the after-
noons and evenings, we studied 
piano, ballet and tap. Later I stud-
ied drama in college. Even though I 
didn't seek a career as a painter or 
performer, I went on to put all of 
this to use covering arts and enter-
tainment for the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers for the last 

The arts enrich our lives in ways 
we don't stop to think about on a 
daily basis. Studies have shown 
that learning to play music 
expands the mind and in particular 
improves mathematics scores. In 
addition, the arts help develop 
problem-solving skills, build self 
esteem and increase cross-cultural 
understanding - areas critical to 
life whether on the job or at home. 

Tiiat's why it was important to do 
the Arts Alive Survey of Michigan 
schools. Of1,600 schools contacted, 
308 responded, including 
Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills, 
Plymouth-Canton, Livonia, Troy, 
Southfield and Clarenceville. We 
needed to know about arts require-
ments, 

cent of week elementary students 
were taught music by a music spe-
cialist An Arts Educators Survey fol-
lowed with specific questions on the 
most critical needs for arts education 
in a teacher's district Copies are 
available for purchase or in PDF 
form on the Web sites www.art-
servemichigan.org, 
www.michigan.gov.mde and 
www.ds.state.mLus/arts/home/htm. 

"The good news is there's lots 
going on and a great deal of enthu-
siasm, said Kratchman, president 
of ArtServe Michigan. "Districts, ! 
teachers, parents want to see more. 
Research shows the need for ade-
quate facilities, materials, the need 
to understand the importance of , 

PLEASE SEE SURVEY, B2 

Michelle's High School 
Reunionsnd has guest 
starred on many television 
shows, such as Everybody 
Loves Raymond and Dharma 
and Greg. 

He recently appeared 
on The Tonight Show With 
JayLeno. 

Shows are at 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, Jan. 30-
Feb. 1, and at 10:30 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 31-Feb. 
1. Tickets range from $7-$13, 
(734) 996-9080 

• CD release 
Gordon Bennett performs 

with Barstar & Pushing 33 at 
a CD release party, 8 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb.1, at Magic 
Bag, 22920 Woodward, 
Ferndale. 

Tickets are $7 at the 
door. 

For more information, 
call (248) 544-3030 

Area restaurants celebrate 
the Chinese New Year 
BY ELEANOR HEALD 

CORRESPONDENT 

Dating from 2,600 B.C., the Chinese Lunar 
New Year is the longest chronological record in 
history. Similar to the western calendar, it is 
yearly, with the start of the lunar year based on 
cycles of the moon. A complete cycle takes 60 
years and is composed of five cycles of 12 years, 
each named after an animal. 

The Chinese believe that the animal ruling 
the year in which a person is born profoundly 
influences personality. "This is the animal that 
hides in your heart," is a common expression. 

Saturday, Feb. 1,2003, begins the New Year 
on the Chinese calendar. Depending on the 

V EATING OUT 

source, it is the year of the goat, sheep or ram. 
All these animals for one year? 

"Not really," said Raymond Wong, owner of 
WOW Pan Asian Cuisine in Royal Oak. "In . 
Chinese, all these animals have the same charac-
ter. In English, there are multiple translations." 

So choose your animal and start celebrating! 
It seems that goat, sheep or ram people, born in 
1919,1931,1943,1955,1967,1979 and 1991, are 
quite charming and have good taste. This latter 
is important if we're talking about celebrating 

PLEASE SEE CHINESE, B6 

I 

B I L L B R E S L E R | S T A F F P H O T O G R A P H E R 

This festive seafood platter features lobster, a whole fish, shrimp, pork, duck chicken, 
lotus, baby bok choy, mushroom and fat choy. Fish is a Chinese New Year tradition. 

Ballet Shoes or 
Makes no difference as long as you take 
time to put your feet up, get comfortable 
and spend some time with us. 
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Barbershop quartets to sing Valentines 
Two of the Barbershop 

Harmony Society's top-rank-
ing quartets will headline the 
Detroit-Oakland Chapter's 
64th Annual Parade of 
Harmony, Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 14-15 at 
Clarenceville High School, 
20155 Middlebelt, north of 
Seven Mile, Livonia. 

Power Play, the 2002 
International Quartet third 
place medalists will perform 
both days, along with Fourman 
Fishin Tackle Choir, the 2000 
Pioneer District Champs. 

The chapter's 50-man cho-
rus, Gentlemen songsters, will 
sing barbershop favorites with 
a Valentine Memories theme. 
Four quartets from the 
Detroit-Oakland Chapter — 
Nightshift, Shinding, Todays 
Special and Four Wheel Drive 
— also will perform. The chap-

; 
The Four Man Fishin' Tackle Choir performs Valentine concerts Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 14-15 in Livonia. 

ter ensemble, Valentine Voices, 
will appear as a part of the 
chorus performance. 

Tickets are $16 for the 
Friday show and $17 for 
Saturday night. All seats are 
reserved. For tickets, send a 
check payable to Detroit-

Oakland Chapter, SPEBSQSA, 
Inc, along with a self-
addressed stamped envelope, 
to Francis Durham, 19907 
Schoolhouse Court, Northville, 
MI 48167. Or for more infor-
mation call Tom Uicker at 
(248) 559-7082. 

Jewish band to perform 
The Jewish rock band, Eighteen will play 

in a Havdalah service arid concert at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, at Temple Shir 
Shalom, 3999 Walnut Lake Road, West 
Bloomfield. 

The concert is open to the community at 
no charge. The band will also be involved in a 
special Shabbat service at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 

Eighteen is a trio that blends modern rock 
and Judaism. The Nashville-based band has 
become the number one musical attraction at 
Reform and other Jewish camps across 
North America as well as campus Hillels. 
Songs such as B'tzelem, Chazak and L'takein 
(the Na Na Song) have become staples. The 
band has three CDs to its credit and is cur-
rently working on a fourth. 

According to lead singer Dan Nichols, 
Eighteen is one of a handful of Jewish bands 
or soloists that tour constantly (more than 
200 shows a year), thereby making a living 

singing Jewish songs, half of which are in 
Hebrew. Nichols says the band considers 
itself to be on the cutting edge, not only 
doing musical prayer but rock that is similar 
to the sound of bands such as Third Eye 
Blind or Bare Naked Ladies. In addition, 
their Mi Chamocha, VShamru, Hinei Mah , 
Tov and others have become part of the litur-
gy across the nation. 

Several songs have been co-written with 
fellow camper and boyhood friend Rabbi 
Michael Moskowitz of Shir Shalom. 

Nichols' involvement in Jewish music 
began when he served as head songleader at 
a Jewish summer camp. He has served as a 
cantorial soloist at congregations in Raleigh, 
N:C. and Nashville, Tenn. He has fronted 
bands that have performed with Hootie and 
the Blowfish and Ben Folds Five. 

For more information call Temple Shir 
Shalom at (248) 737-8700 or visit the band's 
Web site at Jewishrock.com. 

SURVEY 
FROM PAGE B1 

the arts in education. It's up to 
parents and administrators to 
understand how arts can edu-
cate their students." 

PARENTS AND THE ARTS 

So what can we do to ensure 
every child learns about 
Michelangelo, Beethoven, play-
wright Neil Simon, and modern 
choreographers like Martha 
Graham? Kratchman says it all 
starts at home. To keep the arts 
alive in schools, parents have to 
become involved. That means 
i being in contact with the school 
board and department of edu-
cation to see how they're assess-
ing schools. Did you know that 
in Michigan students don't 

have to take any arts classes in 
order to graduate? 

"They have to make their 
voices heard," said 
Kratchman."Contact the PTA, 
legislators, board of education, 
newspapers, and write letters to 
the editors." 

An& Cardona believes in stir-
ring things up to accomplish 
her goals. When she came 
became the Michigan 
Department of Education con-
sultant for arts education more 
than eight years ago, her first 
project was to assess the state 
of the arts in Michigan. That's 
why she was anxious to partner 
with ArtServe Michigan and 
the Michigan Council for Arts 
& Cultural Affairs on the study. 
It will help her provide leader-
ship to districts and teachers on 
content - what students learn 
in the arts, how they learn it. 

"The good news is even with 

Too Late 1 
for those fast minute ads 
that just had to get in! 

LIVONIA-
PRICED TO SELL 

Beautiful 4 bedroom, 2.5 batti 
colonial, hardwood floors, 
family room fireplace, newer 
windows & roof. Finished 
basement 'w i t h wet bar. 
$271,900. 37845 Udywood. 
Open house Sat & Sun 12-5. 
245-330*1773 

TROY 3 BEDROOM, appli-
ances, 2 car garage, family 
room w/hardwood floors. 373 
Hickory (248) 280-2967 

NORTHVILLE room for rent ] 
genetisman only please. Share I 
bath, non smoking. $75/wk + | 
deposit. (248) 349-9495 ! 

PRINTING PRESS OPERATOR 
Sir Speedy Printing in Livonia 
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Press Operator. Duties wi l l 
nciude operation of QM-48-2, 
Itek 985, AB Dick 9850, and 
assorted bindery equipment. 

Gal! Tom at (248) 475-8130 
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Retired early? Looking for 
additional income? Fui! of 
part time? A commission 

saies position with NuStar 
Insurance Agency is inter-

esting and financially 
rewarding. Experience not 
required, training provided. 

Call 1 -300-482-8255 
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MOUNTAINEER 1997 -V8 
AWD, 6 CD changer w/premi-
um sound, power moonroof 
absolutely ciean, new tires 
brakes, shocks, more. Al 
records. Garage nurtured. 124 
K hwy. mi. 510,000/best 

734-573-1380 
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ups and downs of economy 
since last survey 12 years ago, 
the arts are still in Michigan 
schools," said Cardona. "People 
have been resourceful. Music 
and visual arts have a good 
presence!", 

The bad news? "Dance and 
theater am not in our elementary 
schools as much as they need to 
be," continued Cardona- "Another 
surprising piece of information 
for me was the number of profes-
sional opportunities for educa-
tors. It was shocking to me that 
56 percent provided zero days for 
teachers to improve their skills in 
the arts." 

NEED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY 

There definitely needs to be 
an accountability system put 
into place in regards to arts 
education in schools. As educa-
tion and funding programs 
coordinator for Michigan 
Council for Arts & Cultural 
Affairs, Vincent Kitch hopes to 
change that after reviewing the 
survey. 

"It was desperately needed to 
have a baseline of where we 
are," said Kitch. "It wasn't as 
bleak as what I worried it 
would be. There are lots of 
good opportunities for students 

in the state, good model pro-
grams, maybe we can network 
but there are lots of challenges 
out there, so many avenues to . 
pursue. We have to educate the 
superintendents, principals 
about the importance of art 
education. While math, science 
and reading are important, the 
arts providte a whole education 
for a child. I'd like to see a poli-
cy with a graduation require-
ment for the arte. That's impor-
tant. But it starts with parents. 
Parents have to be involved 
with the schools, interested, to 
affect policy and change. Those 
are important parts of your 
children's education and that 
needs to be conveyed to people 
who run the schools." 

Jennifer Tobin has been try-
ing to do just that for the last 
several years. As not only a 
mother but executive director 
of the Plymouth Community 
Arts Council, she's met with 
school administrators, sat in on 
school board meetings, and 
she's frustrated about trying to 
get them to hire an arts direc-
tor to coordinate programs in 
and out of school. But giving up 
is not in her vocabulary. 

"A number of arts organiza-
tions first banded together five 
to six years ago thinking about 
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ways to get arts back into 
schools," said Tobin. "We began 
applying for grants so that 
every grade would have a cer-
tain art experience. We built a 
model with a couple elemen-
tary schools and began working 
to send Purple Rose Theatre 
into schools to help elementary 
students put together their own 
theater piece. For several years 
we've been raising funds by 
holding ArtReach Luncheons 
to send all fifth-graders to the 
DIA." 

WORKING TOGETHER 

Maybe that's partially the 
answer. We all need to work 
together to ensure a future for 
the arts. The Plymouth 
Symphony Orchestra takes a 
quartet into the classroom of 
third- and fourth-grade stu-
dents to prepare them to attend 
a concert which they perform. 

One of the findings of the 
survey that surprised 
Kratchman were the cultural 
and arts organizations supple-
menting programming in the 
schools.* 

"That's why the arts council 
was originally started in 1969 
by Joanne Hulce to help put 
more arts in the schools with 
volunteers who take the visual 
arts into the schools," said 
Tobin. "I'm excited about the 
study. Our district is doing a 
good job in the arte but we all 
need to build audiences in the ' 

future - participants and sup- i 
porters" 

Janet Torno agrees with 
Tobin that cultural arts organi- , 3 

zations need to take an active -
role. As executive director of 
the Birmingham Bloomfield 
Ait Center, she oversees a myri-
ad of programs including a 
regional high school art show • 
in April, internships for stu-
dents, a career day that brings 
students and art professionals 
together, and BBAC teachers , 
who bring art instruction into * 
the schools. . f 

"I'm excited about the survey. r 
and one they're going to do in * 
the future on cultural organiza- t 
tions supplementing arts in the T*; 
schools," said Torno. "It could p-
help us partner with other 
groups. Arts organizations - s -
haven't been organized. I'd like 
to see us spending more time , 
on collaboration. 

"I just returned from a con-
ference for the American 
Association of Museums where . 
I brought back an idea for a 
dialogue with different organi-
zations in the community -
how we might work together -
for the arts." 

What are your thoughts 
on strengthening arts education? Do .'v 

you plan to read the Arts Alive survey?^ 
D r o p j line to Observer & Eccentric ; • ,, 
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin at 
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia Ml 48150; . 
fax at (734) 591-7279; or send e-mail * , 
to Ichomih® oe. homecomm. net. 
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Tune-in Bob Allison's 

rwNZK 690 AM • Mon.-Fri. 9 aro-1 1 ami 

• How to Cook If 
• How to Do It 

• WfTM tere to Find 
uww.askyourneishbor.com 
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R E K I N D L E T H E R O M A N C E 

Book your 'Weekend for IWo" for Valentine's. 
at the Doubletree Hotel - Novi. 

• m m 

Weekend for Two 
$169rr» 

FOR 2 GUESTS 

V a l e n t i n e s D a y . (he p e r f e c t o p p o r t u n i t y for a 

l i t t l s h e a r i - i o - h e a r ! t i m e . A n d o u r " W e e k e n d 

f o r T w o ' p a c k a g e m a k e s i t a t o t e a s i e r to d o 

j u s t t h a i . T h i s V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y P a c k a g e 

i n c l u d e s ; O v e r n i g h t A c c o m m o d a t i o n s f o r Two . 

W a r m C h o c o l a t e C h i p C o o k i e s a n d a R e d R o s e a t C h e c k - I n , 

C o m p l i m e n t a r y B o t t l e o f C h a m p a g n e or S p a r k l i n g C i d e r . D i n n e r for 

Two : Y o u r C h o i c e o f R o o m S e r v i c e o r t h e O a k s G r i l l e R e s t a u r a n t 

( D r i n k s E x c l u d e d ) , C o m p l i m e n t a r y In R o o m M o v i e , B r e a k f a s t f o r 

T w o in t h e O a k s G r i l l e R e s t a u r a n t . M a k e y o u r r e s e r v a t i o n s t o d a y ! 

2 4 8 - 3 4 8 - 5 0 0 0 or 8 0 0 - 7 1 3 - 3 5 1 3 1 

D O U B L E T R E 
HOTEL-

N O V I 
27000 Shsraion Dr. 

Novi. Ml 48377 , 

248-348-5000 

Sweet Dreams 
double occupancy, Rate is subject to change without notice. Rate may vaiy 

Subject to availabiity Additional restrictions may apply. Room-only 
adults and two children per room. 

©2003 Hilton Corporation. www.at3ut3t6tfoehoisl.Mfn 

Rats is per room, per night, 
by day of we tic. Not applicable to groups. 

tdsea not include room servfc* ami is limited to 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.tlck0tmaster.com
http://www.dctroitscicncoconter.org
http://www.at3ut3t6tfoehoisl.Mfn
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BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

STAFF WRITER 

Portraying life as a junkyard 
cat is not as easy as cast mem-
bers of the Andrew Lloyd 
Webber musical make it 
appear. All that pouncing and 
strutting across the stage takes 
a toll on the body. Just ask two 
of the spirited felines coming to 
the Fisher Theatre to perform 
in the show based on the T.S. 
Eliot tale Old Possum's Book of 
Practical Cuts. It's difficult cat-
ting around all night then ris-
ing early the next morning. 
That's probably why cats love to 
sleep in sunny places all day 
l o s i -

These two were up at the * 
crack of noon to talk about the 
show which recently landed in 
Atlanta, Ga., for a one-week 

, run. The Feb. 4-23 Detroit 
stop-over is the exception on a 
Cats tour that plays cities in 
seven-day spurts. 

"It's difficult on the body," 
said Joey Abramowicz, who 
took over as Tumblebrutus 
when the actor playing the role 
left after sustaining injuries. 
TYimblebrutus is a bit of a juve-
nile delinquent that thinks he's 
the cat's meow with the ladies; 

T m constantly on my hands 
and knees because I'm a young 
cat. My knees and feet get a real 
beating. I wake up some morn-
ings and it's such an effort to 
get out of bed. You hurt and 
push through it. 

"Some people say the show's 
fluff but it combines singing, 
dancing and acting. You put on 
sparidex and a black wig and 
see how easy it is. I'm soaking 
wet by the fourth or fifth num-
ber and most of us are on stage 
the entire show." 

Abramawiez wouldn't entertain 
thoughts of another career 

he's enduring. It's been his i 
to perform in professional shows 
since he was a kid taking part in 
community theater in New 
Orleans. 

He first saw Cats at age 9 on 
Broadway and then in New 
Orleans a few years later. After 
earning a degree in theater 
from the University of 
Mississippi, he moved to New 
York in search of acting jobs. 
Detroit audiences may remem-
ber him in Funny Girl last year. 
He landed a role in Cats at the , 

amazing" said the 24-year-old 
Abramowicz. "It's part of our 
culture, our history. I run into 
people who say what's Cats? 
How do you not know what 
Cats is? Where have you been 

3 years?" 

KUDOS FOR SHOW 

Words like spectacle and high 
energy have been used to 
describe Cats since it first 
opened in the New London 
Theatre in the West End in 3981 
and then in Winter Garden 
Theatre in New York City in 
1982. It went on to win seven 
1983 TonyAsvards in categories 
such as Best Musical, Best Book 
of a Musical, Best Lighting and 
Best Costumes. By the time it 
closed in Manhattan in 2000 it 
was the longest running musical 
on Broadway. 

So how is it cast member Karl 
Warden had never heard of it? 
Warden seems to know more 
about die 1968 World Series 
champion Detroit Tigers but 
that's only natural since his father, 
Jon, was a relief pitcher for the 
team. Every other weekend, he'd 
travel from Cincinnati to Detroit 
to take in the games and support 

yers. Now, dozens of 

The cast of Cats turn the stage of the Fisher Theatre into a junkyard spectacular. 

Detroit Tigers reciprocate by 
attending the Cats Feb. 21 show. 

"I'm excited to be performing 
in a town my dad performed 
in," said Warden, "The most 
exciting part is the final bow 
when the lights go up and you 
can see their faces and they're 
so excited. It's kind of gratifying 
knowing that I did my job and 
did it well." 

Warden might have missed the 
glamour of the stage and gone on 
to become an athlete like his 
father if not for taking dance and 
drama classes in college. As a 
youngster, he'd taken tap and 
tumbling but never thought 
about acting in musical theater. 

"I didn't know there was a 
Broadway" said the 23-year-old 
Warden. "I was in a whole other 
world until I went to the 
University of Tennessee on a 
diving scholarship. From there, 
I moved to New York City and4 

began acting oh Broadway and 
then got the role in Cats. 

WEAR AND TEAR 

is 
the show's physically demand-
ing. You have to stay on top of 
your body. It's like being an 
athlete. I ice .my body, my knees 

a ;.m m m » « 
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flDramowicz 

and feet, for an hour after each 
show." 

Any pain Warden feels is 
soon forgotten when the music 
and lights explode onto the 
stage of Cats, He's caught up in 
a fantasy world where once a 
year a tribe of felines reunite 
for a gala ball- It is here he 
becomes Plato, then Macavitv. 

"Plato's a big cat with his 
head in the clouds, kind of a 
gentle giant," said Warden. 
"That's the first act then I have 
to paint the face of Macavity 

over Plato and add to the cos-
tume. Macavity's big and spiky 
- red, black, white and orange. 
He tries to break into the tribe 
and ball. At the end I'm Plato 
again. I've gotten so I can do 
makeup really fast. I didn't 
realize Cats had such elaborate 
costumes and makeup. It 
amazes people how we paint it 
on. There's a lot of magic on 
and off stage. People always 
want to know how we do it." 

ichomin@oe.hQmecomm.net I (734) 953-2145 

CATS 
What The Tony Award-winning 
musical based on T.S. 
Eliot's Old Possum's Book 
of Practical Cats with music 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber 

When: 
Feb. 4-23. Curtain times 
are 8 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, 
I p.m. Saturday-Sunday 
and 7:30 p.m. Sunday 

Where: 
Fisher Theatre 
in the Fisher Building, 
West Grand Boulevard 
and Second, Detroit 

Tickets: 
$32,50-$65.50, are available 
by calling (248) 645-6666. 
For information and 
directions, (313) 872-1000 
or visit the Web site at 
www.nederlanderdetroit.com 

45 minutes north of Manhattan 
shortly after. Director and cho-
reographer Richard Stafford 
saw what he liked and cast him 
in the touring production. 
> "When I first saw it when I 

was a kid I thought it was 

leeds pledges, 
Dowlers 

• ' Cass Community Social 
Services is sponsoring a Bowl-
ithon to help fond an evening 
Recreation program for the 
Developmental^ Disabled in 
Metro Detroit 
» Eighty bowlers will pack 
Berkley's Hartfield Lanes at 2 
p.m., Feb. 2. Five regulars from 
the Cass Community Social 
Services program will bowl as a 
team. 
j Anyone interested in bowling 
or sponsoring one of the Cass 
fcommunity Social Services 
Bowlers, cin call volunteer 
Coordinator Kris Ritter at (313) 
883-2277. 

"The COUPONS Are 

The COUPONS Are 

Starting in January, The Observer & 

Eccentric will be including a special 

Coupon Book in the newspaper for you 

to take advantage of! This coupon book 

will run the last Thursday of each 

month in Wayne County and S. 

Oakland County! You can look for your 

local businesses to be advertising their 

special coupons there! 

This is just another way that 
"We work for YOU!" 

IfyouWe a business looking to advertise in 
this Coupon Book give us a call today! 

dDbserver Q SEctentric 
If you'd like information on how you can advertise 

in The Coupon Book, please call: 
1-800-579-7355 
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FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT AT POPULAR PRICES 
GflERT SRITfliN SALUTES THE UNITED 5TRTE5 OF HMERICR: 

15 
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A BRITISH SPECTACULAR WITH MUSIC OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, IRELAND, AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
WITH PRECISION MARCHING, DRUMMING AND HIGHLAND DANCING 

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE 
Sunday, February 9, 2003,3:00 p.m. 

Group Sales Info: (313) 237-3409 
Tlcketmaster or Call: (248) 645-8666 
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