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layoffs, other cuts 
IC Fire and ice 

The Plymouth ice Festival 
sculptures have - obviously 
- s u r v i v e d the past few days 

M 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Employee layoffs and pay-to-
participate extracurricular activ-
ities and sports appear to be at 
the top of the list as the 
Plymouth-Canton Board of 
Education prepares to cut at 
least $3 million to balance the 
2003-04 budget. 

The budget is left with a 

shortfall because the district 
won't get a $200 increase in its 
foundation grant originally 
approved by the state 
Legislature but eliminated by 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm. 

"Yes, we're going to be looking 
at layoffs," said Supt. Jim Ryan, 
who noted that people-related 
costs make up 87 percent of the 
district's budget. "Once you start 
to lay off people... it's the hard-

est thing in the world to do. 
"People work here because 

they're trying to make a living," 
he added. "Many of the people 
who work here live in our com-
munity, and many of the people 
who live in our community send 
their kids to us." 

Last year, district cuts includ-
ed laying off 19 teachers. All 
were eventually brought back, 
with additional teachers hired at 

the beginning of the school year. 
Ryan is adamant that no deci-

sions have been made on what 
cuts will have to be made. 
However, he noted that some of 
the items saved last May, when 
the district cut $1.2 million to 
balance this year's budget, may 
be back for consideration. 
, "I'm sure all the things that 
you've seen in the past might 
resurface," Ryan said. "Pay to 

participate, which we looked at 
last year but didn't follow 
through on, new programs 
(which) might not be initiated, 
materials (which) might not be ... 
purchased, we may not replace 
equipment." 

Ryan said staffing, busing and 
sports will be areas that will be 
especially difficult to cut. 

PLEASE SEE CUTS, A 6 

in the bone-chil l ing weather. 
Even though the big show is 
officially over, you can stil l 
see many of the carved 
pieces in Kellogg Park. Wear 
something warm. 

• Tracking dad 
The Canton Library i s . 

offering a course on tracking 
your roots using the 
Internet. Finding Your Roots 

. Online: Using the Internet for 
Genealogy will be offered 
9:30 to 11 a.m. Friday, Jan. 31. 
Workshop leader Richard 
Truxail wil l answer all your 
questions. 

The workshop is for . 
Canton residents only. For 
details talk to Ophelia Lo at 
the Library, (734) 397-0999. 

• From tite heart 
At 12 years old, Ryan 

Thomas thinks he's a l i t t le 
too old to go see Disney On 
Ice, but when he won the 
Observed Middle School 
design contest dur ing the ice 
festival, that's the prize he 
chose anyway. 

: Ryan, once a cancer 
patient at William Beaumont 
Hospital who has been clear 
for a year now, is donating 
his prize to a family whose 
child is in t reatment at 

Canton crime 
drops to 10-year low 

PAUL HURSCHMANN j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Clasina winter Hues a*a | • " 
sheihy Pnrter and Ashlev Sullivan of Wayne dance together, at left, as Plymouth High School teacher Michelle Thews cheers 
t h e m n u m b e r at the Canton Community Foundation's Winter Ball Friday evening at Laurel Manor. Please 
turn to A3 for more pictures and a story. 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Major crime in Canton 
dropped to its lowest rate in 
more than a decade in 
2002. 

According to recently 
compiled statistics released 
by the department, "Part 
One" crimes fell 6.6 percent 
last year. 

Public Safety Director 
John Santomauro called the 
drop significant. 

As classified by the FBI, 
Part One crimes include 
murder, rape, robbery, 
aggravated assault, burglary, 
larceny, auto theft and 
arson. 

"Our philosophy of com-
munity policing, directed 
patrol and data analysis has 
had some impact," 
Santomauro said. "But with-
out the continued support 
from the board of trustees 
and the community, I don't 

.dra-
matic reduction in crime." 

He credited the board 
with providing financial 
support to allow the depart-
ment to add some services 
not often associated with 
suburban police depart-
ments. 

"We've gone off into a 
couple of areas that aren't 
traditionally done by subur-
ban police," he said. 
"Funding for the data analy-
sis person was most impor-
tant. Having them support a 
concept of data analysis let 
us move to directed patrols 
based on that data." 

As far as community sup-
port is concerned, 
Santomauro said the 
department's philosophy of 
community policing is start-
ing to payoff. 

"We see a lot of willing-
ness on the part of people to 

PLEASE SEE CRIME, A 5 

"We received-tickets for a 
hockey game once when 
Ryan was in treatment, and 
just had to hope his blood 
counts were high enough to 
go and not risk infection," 
said his mother. Mary Lynn 
Thomas. " ! know a family in 
t reatment wi l l be thr i l led to 
get these t ickets... and it 
really makes Ryan feel good 
to help another child." 

Ryan is a student at All 
Saints Catholic School in 

• Butterfly Ball 
Canton's annual Daddy-

Daughter Dance,the 
Butterf ly Ball, wil l be held on 
three consecutive nights in 
February in the Summit 
Gymnasium. 

The dances will be held 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
6: and 7-9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7, 
and Saturday, Feb. 8. Music 
and refreshments wi l l be 
provided and semi-formal or 
nice, casual att i re is request-
sd 

Walk-ins will not be accept-
ed, so t ickets must be pur-
chased in advance. 

Tickets are available at the 
Summit, for $14 per couple 
and $7 for each addit ional 
child. A complimentary but-
terf ly pin for each child is 
included. 

Picturesque Photography 
wil l take photos for an addi-
t ional cost. 

Corsages will be sold in 
l imited supply. 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Diversity in schools is a strength 
that should be used as a building 
block to further the dreams of the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

That was a main theme Monday 
at the second annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day Celebration 
held by Plymouth-Canton Schools 
at Salem High School. 

"Diversity in our school district is 
a major strength that makes things 
happen," Rev. Alfred Johnson, pas-
tor at Bethel AME Church in Ann 
Arbor, told the approximately 100 
people in attendance. "No longer 
are we just one-sided, but now 
we're multi-faceted. We have stu-
dents coming from around the 
world and it should be reflected in 
our staff because it gives us more 

PLEASE SEE DIVERSITY, A 3 

Here's whiz bang idea from 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

The Canton Chamber of 
Commerce and the Downtown 
Development Authority are 
planning some whiz bang 
workshops for local businesses 
and organizations. 

The workshops, designed 
to help attendees learn to 
increase sales and provide 
excellent customer service, are 
being conducted by WhizBang! 
Training, a Grand Haven-
based company founded by 

Bob and Susan Negen. 
"Bob's a really dynamic, 

upbeat speaker," said Kathleen 
Salla, coordinator for the DDA. 
"He focuses on increasing sales, 
•marketing and customer 

The two-hour workshops 
will be held Tuesday, Jan. 28, at 
the Summit on the Park. 

"How to Develop a 
WhizBang Staff" will begin at 
7:30 a.m. following a continen-
tal breakfast at 7 a.m. 
Participants will learn how to 

; a staff full of positive 

influences on a business and 
gain a competitive edge. 

At 10 a.m., "Mining 
Diamonds in Your Own 
Backyard" will focus on how to 
get the maximum bang for 
marketing dollars. 

"Great Selling is Great 
Customer Service,'' at 2 p.m., 
will feature ways to turn cus-
tomer service performance 
from run-of-the-mill to 
extraordinary. 

Participants can attend one, 
two or all three workshops. 
Cost is $29 per person per 

session and $15 for each addi-
tional p e r s o n f r o m t h e s a m e 

organization. 
Salla said the workshops are 

being sponsored by the cham-
ber and the DDA in order to 
help local business people ben-
efit from them. •' 

"Large retailers like Target 
and Kohl's have their own 
trainers come in to train their 
employees," she said. "Small 
businesses don't have that 
available" 

CHAMBER, A 2 

Library's event 
honors MLK legacy 
BY DOUG JOHNSON 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

The memory and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King was 
honored by a first-time event 
Monday night at the Canton 
Library. 

Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library, the event featured 
songs by Vision, the men's 
glee club from the Detroit 
High School for the Fine Arts 

and Performing Arts. 
Following the glee club 

presentation, j*** artist Frank 
Gaskin Jr. provided soothing 
sounds on his acoustic guitar. 

"He (King) left his mark on 
all of us," said Marsha Barker, 
the library's volunteer coordi-
nator when introducing the 
glee club. • 

Glee club director Sheryl 

"PLEASE SEE MLK, A S 

PAUL HURSCHMANN i STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

jazz guitarist Frank Gaskin entertains an appreciat ive crowd at a Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day event at the Canton Library Monday night. 

GENERAL LABORER 
Full time. Excellent pay, profit 

sharing, IRA. 
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Canton woman charged with leaving 
baby in cold car while shopping 
BY PAULINE LUPERCIO 

STAFF WRITER 

A 37-year-old Canton woman 
was arraigned in 35th District 
Court Tuesday on charges of 
child neglect after police dis-
covered she had left her baby 
unattended in her car while 
shopping. 

The incident occurred Jan. 8 
at the Babies R Us on Haggerty 
Road. The mother was identi-
fied as Donna Marie Kahlon. 

Store employee Heather 
Pebbles of Redford Township 
said she discovered the 2-
month-old baby girl done after 
parking next to Kahlon's car. 
Pebbles later quit her job after 
an argument with an assistant 
manager who was unhappy 
that she had involved the store. 

"I honestly didn't expect to 
see that car seat move, but the 

baby kicked," said Pebbles. 
Pebbles said she called police 

after seeing no one around. A 
police report said the tempera-
ture was 41. 

Two officers arrived within 
three minutes, Pebbles said, and 
she met them by the car. After 
checking on the child's safety, 
police directed Pebbles to enter 
the store and page the owner of 
the vehicle. Pebbles said she 
made an announcement twice. 
Kahlon then walked out to the 
car and admitted both the vehi-
cle and child were hers. 

Kahlon told police she had 
"run out of formula" and had 
left the baby in the vehicle 
because "it's in its car seat" and 
"it's too heavy." She also said 
that she had only been in 
Babies R Us for a couple of 
minutes and had "never done 
this before." 

Witnesses contradicted 
Kahlon's story. Police reports 
stated two witnesses observed 
Kahlon looking through the 
clothing racks for a few min-
utes before heading to the reg-
ister. The same witnesses, who 
were behind Kahlon in line, 
stated that about 10 minutes 
passed before Kahlon reached 
the cashier and paid for her 
items. 

Pebbles, who provided police 
with a copy of Kahlon's receipt, 
said that Kahlon had purchased 
more than just the formula. 

"I couldn't believe she took 
her purse into the store and not 
her baby," Pebbles said. 

Northville Township police 
chief John Werth cautioned 
parents to avoid making the 
same mistake. 

"Unfortunately, this happens 
more than people realize," he 

said, referring to the six cases of 
child neglect reported in 
Northville during the past two 
years. "Parents need to know 
not to leave their children unat-
tended in a vehicle, running or 
not. The child's safety is first 
and foremost." 

In a separate incident, a 30-
year-old Dearborn Heights 
woman is also facing charges of 
child neglect after police dis-
covered her 2-year-old child 
left unattended in a black 
Mercedes Benz parked in the 
fire lane of Babies R Us on Jan. 
13. According to police reports, 
the temperature was only 20 
degrees at the time. 

Werth said both incidents 
have been reported to child 
protective services. Both chil-
dren were released to their 
mothers in good condition with 
investigations ongoing. 

OBITUARIES 
Linda Kay Barylski 

Services for Linda Barylski, 
53, of Canton, were held Jan. 
22 at St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church with the Rev. 
George Charnley officiating. 

Mrs. Barylski was born 
March 24,1949, in Detroit and 
died Jan. 18 in Canton. 

Survivors include husband, 
Richard Barylski; mother, 
Esther Grannack; sons, Jason 
and Scott Barylski; and sister, 
Karen (Vincent) Magi. 

Arrangements made by 
Neely-Turowski Funeral Home. 

Phyllis A. Mitchell 
Services for Phyllis Mitchell, 

74, of Plymouth, were held Jan. 
23 at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Catholic Church with 
the Rev. John Sullivan officiat-
ing. Burial was at Riverside 
Cemetery in Plymouth. 

Mrs. Mitchell was born July 
16,1928, in Highland Park and 
died Jan. 20 in Pittsfield 

Township. She was a retired 
school teacher from Fiegel 
Elementary School in the 
Plymouth-Canton school sys-
tem. 

She came to the Plymouth 
community in 1942 from 
Detroit. She was originally 
from the Upper Peninsula. 

She was a member of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic 
Church, the Michigan 
Education Association and the 
National Education 

Association. She and Millard 
had been married for 63 years. 

Survivors include husband, 
Millard L. Mitchell of 
Plymouth; children, Michele 
(Regan) LaMothe of Grass 
lake and Annette (Rahn) 
Frederick of Plymouth; grand-
children, Kyle and Cody 
Frederick and Lindsay, Ryan, 
and Patrick LaMothe. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

) YOU SMOKE? OR HAVE YOU QUIT? 

P Hither way , you may be able t o be a part of an 

impor tan t lung screening study fo r healthy men 

and w o m e n between the ages of 55 and 74. 

M 
Sfitta 

NLST 
. £ 3 f r S 

The University of Michigan Health System is looking for volunteers for the National Lung Screening Trial 
(NLST). Smoking puts men and women at risk for lung cancer. NLST is comparing spiral CT scans to chest X-

rays to find out if one is more effective than the other at lowering lung cancer deaths. 
For more information, please call UMHS Cancer Center Answerline at 1-800-865-1125 M-F, 9-4:30, messages accepted after hours 

or the Cancer Information Service at 1-800-4-CANCER (t-800-422-6237). 

National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services 

f r o m C o m m u n i t y F e d e r a l C red i t U n i o n 

With the busy pace of life today, it seams like there 
are fewer hours in the day to get everything done. 
With this in mind. Community Federal has a way to 
make banking more affordable and convenient. 

Simply direct deposit your payroll or social security 
check and you'll qualify for a basic checking account 
wi th no monthly service fee.* Save time and money. 

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, Northville or 
Novi you can belong. Call today and start enjoying the 
benefits of membership. 

C o m n u t n i n 

F o J c n i l 

Additional benefits include: 

* Free Credit Union Membership 

* F r e e A T M / V I S A C h e c k C a r d 

* Free Direct Dial 24 Telephone Banking 

* Free WebPB wi th Check Imaging Service 

•Free Bill Payment 

* Free Travelers Cheques 

* Surcharge-free ATM Usage through the Alliance One Network 

•Loan Discounts 

For more in fo rmat ion 

cal l {734} 453-1200 ' 

pr {877} YES-CFCU to l l f r ee 

W v v w . c f c u . o r g 

Detroiters arrested for 
. 

bogus checks in Canton 
Two Detroit men were arrest-

ed Monday morning after pass-
ing a bogus check at a Canton 
business. 

The men entered Discount 
Tire on Ford Road just west of 
Haggerty just after 11 a.m. 
Monday. Police reports said a 
39-year-old Detroit man pur-
chased four tires from the store 
for about $400 using a fraudu-
lent check. 

After receiving a call from the 
store, Canton Police spotted a 
1988 silver Ford Aerostar mini-
van near the intersection of 
Ford and Sheldon roads match-
ing a description of the sus-
pect's vehicle. Officers stopped 
the van and subsequently 
arrested the 39-year-old. 

A second man, 47, was arrest-
ed on a pair of unrelated war-
rants. 

SPEAKERS TAKEN 

A resident of the 45000 
block of Cambridge reported to 
police that between Jan. 14 and 
Jan. 17 someone broke into a 
storage cage on the second floor 
and took eight stereo speakers 
valued at $350. 

Several other storage cages 
were tampered with but noth-
ing was taken. 

MORE TREES CUT 
* 

A second resident of Queen 
Anne reported to police on Jan. 
18 that several trees had been 
cut on his property. 

CRIME WATCH 

He said he noticed a tree cut 
near the bottom in his front 
yard. The next day he spoke 
with a neighbor who told him 
he should check the rest of the 
trees because they might have 
been cut like his were. 

The neighbor had reported 
on Jan. 12 that 10 to 12 trees on 
his property had been cut with 
a saw. 

The resident then checked 
the other trees and found sever-
al more that were cut. 

WINDOW SMASHED 

A Holmes Court resident said 
he parked his 1990 Lincoln 
Town Car on the street about 
11:45 p.m. Jan. 17-

At 10:30 the next morning he 
noticed the rear driver's side 
window smashed by a beer bot-
tle. Damage was estimated at 
$150. 

TIRES STOLEN 

A resident of the 45000 
block of Larchmont Drive told 
police he woke up to go to work 
on Jan. 17 and went outside to 
start his truck about 5:45 a.m. 
to let it warm up. 

When he went bask to the 
truck about 6:15 a,m. it was sit-
ting on landscaping blocks and 
all four tires were removed. 

By Jack Gladden 

CHAMBER 
FROM PAGE At 

Retail stores, service 
nesses, nonprofit organizations, 
restaurants and hospitality 
establishments can all benefit 
from the workshops, she said. 

Attendance is limited to 50 
persons per workshop and will 
be filled on a first-paid basis. 

For more information call 
Christine at 394-5184 or 
Dianne at 453-4040. 

Registration forms are avail-
able at the Chamber office, 
5820 Canton Center Road, or 
can be downloaded from the 
township's Web site, www.can-
ton-mi.org by clicking on the 
link "How to Create a 
WhizBang Staff." 

j g l a d d e n @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t i (734) 459-2700 

L o n g T e r m C a r e Insurance ' I sn ' t Just f o r 
N u r s i n g H o m e s A n y M o r e . 
C f . Long Term C^SIrti ion fcaobSr«tf, In to 

t a nursing home imsil* U the l w choice for matt people who need 
long arm rare. WHhGSteijrftr.. Cm CM**, jour 5m opdonia . 

i no w»Uiag period. Qlcntj can *be qualify for Pirtcrrrrt 

Rhonda Koizon, MSPT 

248-471-0396 

in TDM <» .W >«* 31010. 

free-time 
in a d d i t i o n to f r e e c h e c k i n g w i t h 

The normal muscle 
that most of us experience durini 
a hard workout is usually fine, if 
you suffer more serious, wincing 
pain (especially in a Joint), and 
the pain reaches a 4 or S on a 
scale of 10, you should probably 
stop the activity to prevent more 
serious injury. Other red flags 
include swelling, a forced change 
in your gait or stroke mechanics, 
muscle spasms, significantly 
reduced strength, and a continu-
ous dull ache. When these symp-
toms arise, it is recommended 
that you take three to five days 
off and undergo conservative 
self-treatment- with Rest, Ice, 
Compression, and Elevation 
{RICE), and pain control. After 
five days, if the injury has not 

Presented by 

H a n d s On C e n t e r For Physical Therapy 

A REAL PAIN 
noticeably improved, it is time to 
seek professional care. 

Often, injuries occur because 
a certain muscle or muscle group 
has been overdeveloped, causing 
a physical imbalance. This results, 
in wear and tear which can regis-
ter as pain and reduced range oi 
motion. Treatment may consist of 
working and strengthening adja-
cent muscles, if you are experi-
encing pain or stiffness while 
performing daily tasks or exer-
cise, ask your physician for a 
referral to the HANDS ON. 
CENTER FOR PHYSICAL 
THERAPY. You'll find our facili-
ties located in Plymouth at 6S0 
South Main Street. For more 
information, please call 455-
8370. 

n 
n 

PS. The RICE prescription is one of the best and safest ways 
and mammalian. 

to reduce 

Monthly service fee is waived, an excess check fee wil l be charged 
for each check paid In excess of 20 per calendar month. 

Accounts federally insured to $100,000 by the NCUA, an 
agency of the U.S. government. For more information, please request 
a NCUA "Your Insured Funds" brochure, t a t Equal Housing Lender. 
©2003 Community Federal Credit Union 
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DIVERSITY 
FROM PAGE A1 C E L E i m ^ r K i 

PHOTOS BV P A U L H U R S C H M A N N | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R 

Rob Bovitz, f rom le f t , chats w i th Canton Township supervisor Tom Yack, as Barb Yack talks w i th Sally Bailey of St. 
Joseph Mercy Health System. 

Community Foundation throws Winter Ball 
They could have danced all 

night Friday at the ninth annu-
al Canton Community 
Foundation Winter Ball. 

"It was a really fun party," 
said Joan Noricks, president of 
the Canton Community 
Foundation. 

"I think this year there was a 
sense of people wanting to talk 
to people... a sense that the 
event was even more 'social' 
than it has been in the past. 
People were really connecting 
with each other." 

Noricks said the smaller 
crowd - 800 attendees this year 
- reflected the weak economy 
and rumblings of war. The 
foundation dinner and dance 
was held at Laurel Manor in 
Livonia and has attracted as 
many as 1400 people. 

Music was provided by Mel 
Ball and the Colours, who 
offered plenty of danceable 
tunes and "wonderful vocals," 
Noricks said. 

Funds raised go to finance 
CCF scholarships and grants. 

•»* s . 

\ 
• 4 

Canton Community Foundation board member Mark Wolnowski of Silver 
Shadow Recovery belts out a J immy Buf fet t t une w i t h the band, Me! Ball & 
Colours, a t t he foundat ion's Winter Ball Friday a t Laurel Manor. 

Michigan Design Center 

gm. semi-annual-floor 

S a m p e 
S a l e 60° 

TO 

70', 
OR MORE 

OFF 

Saturday, January 25 
9 am to 5 pm 

Sunday, January 26 
noon to 5 pm 

Dont miss your chance to buy 
the very finest inferior 
furnishings, from the finest 
manufacturers, ail at prices of 
60% to 70% off or more! 
MDC is the resource for the 
inferior design professional 
and for 2 days, we're 
opening our doors to the 
public! 

• All items sold AS IS; FINAL SALE 

• Payments by cash or check 
{most showrooms also accepting major credit cards) 

• AH items are take-with, or delivery arrangements 
must be made at time of purchase at customers 
expense. Delivery must be accepted within 10 days. 

$6.00 Admission 

Present this ad and save 

$1.00 OFF ADMISSION 
' Maximum 51.00 discount per person. j 
1 Not combinable with other offers. OE-Th I 

•* mm mm mta ma ma am am TM am Am ma am mm ma ma jma B H ma ma am & am 

a portion of the proceeds to benefit COTS • The Coalition on Temporary Shelter 

D E S I G N S E M I N A R S ! 
Attend our design seminars at 1. 2. 3 and 4 pm each day. 

Topics include "The Art of Accessorizing" 

• Color Trends 2003." "Using Scale & Contrast." 

and "Kitchen & Bath Surfaces" 

SOME SHOWROOMS WILL BE CLOSED BUT WILL BE LIGHTED FOR WINDOW VIEWING 

NO STROLLERS PLEASE! Mich igan Design Center,. 1 700 Stutz Drive, is located 
north off Map le , be tween Crooks a n d Cool idge. In Troy. 248.649.^772. 

For direct ions or more Into, visit m lch lgandes lgn .com 

PDFOE08OSS34O 

Noricks reminded P-CEP sen-
iors that the deadline for apply-
ing was coming up in February. 

"We are very appreciative of 
all our supporters," Noricks 
said. 

"And our Winter Ball com-
mittee worked hard for five 
months so this event could be 
another success." 

By Doug Johnson 

opportunities to share one with 
the other." 

Board of Education Vice 
President Mark Slavens said 
the public school system should 
be a conduit to teach and 
encourage diversity. 

"I absolutely believe that Dr. 
King was a strong supporter of 
the public school system 
because he knew it was an area 
that would help society reach 
the promised land," Slavens 
said. "Where else do we have a 
place where people of different 
colors, different races, different 
religions, different origins, dif-
ferent physical abilities and dif-
ferent sexual orientation get 
together to learn, to live and to 
play for over seven hours a day?" 

Sonya Reeves of Canton said 
she attended the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day Celebration to 
show her support for the dis-
trict's diversity program. 

"We've lived here four years 
and I'm surprised it's taken this 
long for it to get to where it is," 
said Reeves, an African-
American. "I think they have a 
long way to go, but I think it's a 
lot better. I think they're really 
trying." 

Her sister, Toni Robinson of 
Plymouth Township, said she 
would like to see more children 
included in the celebration. 

"I still don't think (children) 
have a clue as to who Dr. 

M T V 

PHOTOS BV P A U L H U R S C H M A N N | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R 

The Rev. Alfred Johnson, pastor of Bethel AME Church in Ann Arbor, speaks 
dur ing Monday's Mart in Luther King Jr. Day celebrat ion at Salem High School. 

'It happened, and now let's 
see what we can do to make 
it never happen again.' 
Toni Robinson 
Plymouth Township 

Martin Luther King is and 
what he was trying to do," she 
said, "and they're still shocked 
that blacks and whites couldn't 
do things together. 

"A lot of people are afraid to 
talk about what did happen," 
Robinson said. "It happened, 
and now lets see what we can 
do to make it never happen 

I 
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The Rev. Al f red Johnson, pastor of 
Bethel AME Church in Ann Arbor, gets 
a moment alone w i th Plymouth-
Canton Schools Superintendent J im 
Ryan at Monday's Mart in Luther King 
Jr. Day celebrat ion at Salem High 
School. 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, JANUARY 24 AND 25 

TWODAY FUR SALE 
THE FUR GALLERY AT PARISIAN LAUREL PARK PLACE 

50-60% OFF 
A SELECTION OF 
FUR-TRIMMED LEATHER, 
SHEARLINGS, MINK, 
SHEARED BEAVER 

ALL FURS ARE LABELED 

TO SHOW COUNTRY OF ORIGIN. 

SAVINGS ARE OFF OUR REGULAR 

PRICES. NO ADJUSTMENTS ON 

PRIOR PURCHASES. MAY NOT 

BE COMBINED WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. 

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL 

LAUREL PARK PLACE 

CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills and Laurel Park Place open Sun, 12-6, Mon -Sat. 10-9 
FOR INFORMATION call The Village of Rochester Hiils (248) 276-6705 or Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard Visa 

the American Express® Card or Discovert©. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET-
AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 

http://www.obseryerandeccentric.com
mailto:lbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
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"Ui& iausuH choice. 
All CD's 20% Off thru 1-26-03 

New Canton 
Location! 

JOHNCOLTRANE 
"Coltrane for Lovers " 

$9.99/ed 

VaugKan 

SARAH VAUGHAN 
"Sarah for Lovers" 

$9.99/cd 

NEW FOUND GLORY 
"Sticks And Stones" 

$14.99/cd 

rr 
SISSEL 
"Sissel" 

$9.99/cd 

50 CENT 
"Get Rich Or Die Tryin" 

O u t 201/03! 

3 DOORS DOWN 
< From The Sun" 

15.99/cd 
"Away f 

$li 

FORD ROAD 

* || ŵ £ 
i 

CWRRY HIU ROAD 

STANGETZ 
"Getz for Lovers" 

$9.991cd 

B H U E HOLIDAY 
"Holiday for Lovers" 

$9.99/cd 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
"Wften /love Goes Wrong " 

$9.99/cd 

COMMON 
"Electric Circus" 

$1499/cd 

ROOTS 
"Phrenology" 

$13.99/cd 

SHAGGY 
"Lucky Day" 

$14.99/cd 

BOND 
"Shine" 

$14.99/cd 

SIGURROS 
" 0 " 

$14.99/cd 

BONJOVI 
"Bounce" 

$14.99/cd 

SALIVA 
"ftacfe /n/o K>«r System' 

$14.99/cd 

RUSSELL WATSON 
' "Encore" 

$14.99/cd 

RENEE FLEMING 
"Bel Canto" 

$13.99/cd 
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-
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ELLA FITZGERALD 
"Ella for Lovers" 

$9.99/cd 

X41JB&WELI 
"Quality" 

$14.99/cd 

FMBALEEBER 
"TheSingers" 

$U.99/cd 

BREAKING BENJAMIN 
"Satttmte" 

$9.99/cd 

• 
SUM 41 

"Doer This Look Infected" 

$13.99/cd 

ANDREA BOCELO 
"Sentimento" 

$14.99/cd 

DEARBORN 
22000 Michigan Ave. 

(313) 561-1000 

CANTON 
1747 Canton Center North 

(734) 981-7530 
HOURS; M-THR 9:30-9:00; FRI-SM 9:30-10; SUN 11-6 

'Excludes sale Hems 
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CRM 
FROM PAGE A1 

come forward and report 
crime," he said. "There's a real 
concern about their neighbor-
hoods. And you see a real com-
mitment to people to come for-
ward and be witnesses." 

While national Part One 
offenses showed a drop of 0.2 
percent over last year, 
Santomauro said Canton is way 
ahead of that trend. 

"With the significant amount 
of development both residential 
and commercial, it's a positive 
thing that we're seeing a drop 
in crime." 

There were 1,839 Part One 
crimes reported in Canton last 
year. Since 1999, according to 
Santomauro, Part One crimes 
have fallen 28.3 percent. It's 
only the second time since 1992 
that major crimes were less 
than 1,900, he added. 

Larceny had the sharpest 
decline last year, falling from 
1,374 in 2001 to 1,214 last year 
- a drop of 11.6 percent. 

Five of the eight Part One 
categories saw declines. In 
addition to larceny, auto thefts 
decreased from 177 to 148, or 
16.4 percent. The smaller vol-
ume crimes were also signifi-
cantly lower, with arson declin-
ing 19.2 percent, robbery 26.9 
percent and murder 50 per-
cent 

Burglaries, aggravated 
assaults and rapes increased, 
with burglaries going from 270 
in 2001 to 308 last year, a jump 
of 14.1 percent. Aggravated 
assaults were up 10 percent and 
rapes increased from 45 to 73, 
an increased of 62.2 percent. 

Santomauro said the increase 
in rape is a bit misleading, 
since all four categories of 
criminal sexual conduct are 
recorded under rape. 

That can lead from inappro-
priate touching to sexual inter-
course. 

As for the increase in burgla-
ries he said that's probably to 
be expected because of the 
large growth of the community. 

"The reality is if you have 
more houses the probability is 
that you're going to see more 
home B&E's," he said. 

"Canton is a community of 
85,000 residents. It's a very 
safe community." 

jgladdenioe.homecomm.net 1 (734) 459-2700 
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Valentine said she had met Dr. 
King as a child when he came to 
her home. "And the struggle is 
not over yet," she told the mod-
erate-sized crowd filling the 
community room at the library. 

Valentine's group sang a 
handful of songs, including the 
spirituals Rock My Soul and Go 
Down, Moses. The group 
switched to oldies favorites My 
Girl and Just My Imagination, 

The singers ended with The 
Quiet Place whose theme is 
"face a new day with love for all 
mankind. The Detroit group 
had a busy day Monday, open-
ing up with an event for the 

new governor, Jennifer 
Granholm, and then attending 
and singing at a program at 
Wayne State University. 

Gaskin remarked about the 
glee club as he opened his act: 
"It dawned on me as I listened 
to the wonderful singing that 
none of them were alive when 
any of this music was written." 

Gaskin, aka Franky the 
Genius, fascinated the crowd 
with his ability to play jazz riffs 
allowing the audience to hear 
bass, chords and the melody 
seemingly all at once. 

Pieces included One Note 
Samba and How High the 
Moon (Charlie Bird Parker's 
Ornithology), Gaskin also sang' 
a song in Portuguese, one of 
many languages he speaks, and 

spoke briefly on the west African 
roots of jazz and the blues. 

Barker said it was likely the 
Friends would have a similar 
event next year after the suc-
cess of this first one. 

"I thought it went very well 
for the first time" she said. "We 
had a nice diverse crowd. We 
saw kids and older adults and 
many different ethic groups." 

Shirley Reynolds, president of 
the Canton Friends board, was 
also happy with the first-time 
event. "The student singers 
were outstanding. The music 
and harmony and articulation 
was excellent," she said. "I think 
they (glee club) are an amazing 
group of young people." 

"We had a full house and I 
received very favorable com-

* 

The Men's Glee Club from Detroit High School for the Fine and Performin 
thri l led the crowd with their harmony. 

ments from several people." 
Reynolds thanked Friends 

board members who provided 
refreshments and setup hoi p. 

ITALIAN LEATHER 
for LESS!!! 

Sofa. . . .$849 
Loveseat...$749 

Chair...$599 
4 Colors & 2 Styles to 

choose from 

Large 
FOYER 
PIECES 
$999 

Different sizes \ 
and finishes 
available. 

I • ! ' : 

Beautiful 
DINING ROOMS 

Different Styles & Finishes 
Floor Sample Specials 

15870 Micldlebclt 
I v. '< h n Mi i . 

Li von in 
734.421.0200 

r j n . m c i n c j A v . i i l . i b k ' 

ER SPECIAL 70Z OFF SUPER SPECI 
selection of ladies' boots .25 ctw diamond accent earrm 

AK Anne Klein, Enzo, relativity. Reg. 150.00. IH JLWCIAV 

andmaic Ren 59.00-189.UU. 
7.70 56 70 

ER SPECIAL 88.88 SUPER SPECIAL 12. 
erfui selection ot ladies 
Ron. 200.00-350.0U 

Great assortment of denim jua 
for girls and hoys, plus twill 
for boys from Zana-di, Squee 
0IB. RGXN and FJlini(|. Rci], 2 
3ft.UO s'. • '. 

TAKE AN EXTRA 

THE TICKETED PRICE OF ALREADY 
REDUCED CLEARANCE MERCHANDISE 

FOR TOTAL SAVINGS OF 60-75°! 
fabric, 

PLUS, SAVE EVEN MORE WHEN YOU 
USE YOUR SHOPPING PASS BELOW! 

Look for the Yellow Dot signs in Ladies' Apparel. 

UPER SPECIAL 17. NO PRICE ADJUSTMENTS FOR PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED MERCHANDISE. 

Large selection ot relativity 
sweaters. Ren. 40.00*54.00 

I Preswick & Moore corduroy 
nts. Reg. 40.00-54.00. »i 

S P E C I A L 

E-MAIL NEWSLETTER Visit parisian.com to sign up for our e-mail newsletter for special offers and advance notice of sales 

CALL 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 2 4 - 8 1 8 5 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills and Laurel Park Place open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR I N F O R M A T I O N call 
The Village of Rochester His (248) 276-6705 or Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGf- OF 

ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PUCE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 
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CARPET SALE! 
3 ROOMS 

Completely Installed 
3 6 Y d s . / 3 2 4 Sq . F t . 

PRICES VALID WITH AD! 

Eii fn 
smmi the Deals! 

O N E L O W P R I C E ! 
Sar?et o ?ad • tast&'Rl&n 

IVe %/ili Se 
j h p 

; 
Low Owe 

Versa Lock 
Glueless i i PLUSH 

I ! f f l J F E II LAMINATE 

= S a v i n g s t o 

I i r BERBER j T m m m l 

$1 79 
Sq. Ft . 

1 ; With Coupon. 
B * {Expires 1 31-03 

I I 

I I 

I I 

85 Sq. Ft. 
With Coupon, 

Expires 1-31-03 

| | With ( • 

II FREE PAD J, 
I I 7 0 0 1 1 

I I f S f s ^ R I I 

NO-WAX 
VINYL 

I I With Coupon, 
1-31-03 

I I 

791 I 
With Coupon. 1 

Expires 1-31-03 J j j 

l u n i M u i i o n i i m D u v o n m 
16838 E. 8 Mile 1543 Eight Mile 15047 W. 8 Mile 33555 Seven Mile 

(313) 372-6682 (248) 546-4419 (313) 342-8959 (248) 442-8707 
AIM Location Bonn: Monday - Saturday 10 am- 7 pm 

OE08065511 

See Us For Great Seats! 

m R i g h t now we have p lenty of 
La-Z-Boy® R e c l i n e r s 

in excit ing 
styles and fabrics 

that are now on sale 
and ready to be 

delivered 
in t ime for 

i i i the 

m j g 

H i 

SALE PRICES .w-a,,.8 3 4 9 
I I V W U M . \ \ A l l \ m . i ; I I ' T O 

I J M O V I ' I l> N O I N I I . K I M ! 

Since/933 

240 Nor th Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

*Witb Credit Approval • Minimum Payments Apply • See Store for Details 
www.walkerbuzenberg.com 

CUTS 
FROM PAGE A1 

• Layoffs — "If you've got to 
get $2 million to $3 million, 
you can't get that with a couple 
of teachers," Ryan said. "It takes 
a lot of folks to get you some -
significant number. I don't 
foresee laying off any adminis-
trators because we certainly 
aren't top heavy in administra-
tion" 

• Busing — "We bus 11,000 
kids a day and parents rely on 
us to get their kids to and from 
school," Ryan said. 

• Sports — "We have an obli-
gation to kids, coaches, booster 
groups, the league " Ryan said. 
"The board will want us to stay 
away from (cuts involving) the 
classroom as much as possible, 
and sports is a second class-
room" 

• Extracurricular activities 
— "Band, the newspaper, robot-
ics, they are all connections to 
the school district," the superin-
tendent said. 

School board Treasurer Judy 
Mardigian said the Budget 
Advisory Committee she heads 
will meet next week to outline 
recommended cuts, which will 
be given to the administration 
for consideration. 

"I'm sure (administrators) 
have a mental list, and we'll 
generate ideas maybe they 
haven't thought about," 
Mardigian said. "I don't think 
the Legislature or the gover-
nor's office anticipated a loss in 
revenue that we're currently 
discovering, and we'll see more 
dramatic cuts than anticipated. 

"We don't have a lot of extras 

Schools face big cuts 
for 2nd straight year 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

This year's budget deficit 
of at least $3 million comes 
on the heels of a $1.2 million 
budget shortfall in the 2002-
03 budget. 

Among the cuts approved 
last May by school trustees 
to balance the budget were 
the reduction of four ele-
mentary teaching positions, 
which saved $200,000; field 
trip transportation, 
$90,000; an administrative 
intern program, $70,000; 
athletic department 
expenditures, $65,000; 

elimination of a middle 
school teacher, $50,000; 
general budget reductions, 
$50,000; and reorganiza-
tion of the transportation 
department, $44,000. 

The Board of Education 
voted for a pay-to-partici-
pate program for athletics 
and extracurricular activities 
to offset higher operating 
costs. 

However, the administra-
tion said it was able to avoid 
instituting the approximate 
$13 per-student fee. 

ibruscato@oe.homecomm.net 
(734) 459-2700 

in our budget, and we'll feel it 
more than some districts that 
have more realistic foundation 
grants," she added. "We're going 
to have to react to what 
Lansing hands us. I hope it's 
more freezing (of programs) 
instead of cutting." 

Ryan said earlier that with no 
foundation increase and a 2-
percent rise in retirement rates, 
the district woiild face a $5 mil-
lion shortfall. If the district, 
which has been growing the 
past several years, receives 
more new students than antici-
pated, Ryan said the increased 
foundation grant money 
($7,025 per student) could 
push down the deficit to about 
$3 million. 

And, there's the threat by 

Granholm to cut this year's 
foundation grant, which could 
cost Plymouth-Canton nearly a 
million dollars and reduce its 
foundation grant next fiscal 
year. 

"It's hard to make these 
choices, but we get paid to 
make them, and we'll make rec-
ommendations to the Board of 
Education," Ryan said. "And, 
the board will agonize over 
them, too. 

"My biggest fear is that I 
don't want the community to 
think we haven't handled our 
money well," he added. 

"I'm very proud of the 
financial work of this 
district." 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

CANTON CONNECTION 
YOUTH SPORTS FAIR 

Young people and their par-
ents can learn more about 
sports teams in Canton from 9 
a,m. - noon on Saturday, Jan. 25, 
during the 2003 Canton Youth 
Sports Fair at Fellows Creek 
Golf Club. Sports include: 
Basketball, hockey, baseball, 
Softball, soccer, lacrosse, golf, 
disc golf, swimming, football, 
archery, tennis and roller hock-
ey. For more information, call 
the Canton Leisure Services at 
(734) 483-5600. 

YOUTH ARTIST COMPETITION 

Application deadline for this 

year's Plymouth Symphony 
"Treasures Beyond Measure 
Youth Artist Competition" is 
Friday, Jan. 24. The competi-
tion itself is scheduled for 
Sunday, Feb. 9, at Evola Music 
in Canton. Through money 
from the Michigan Council for 
Arte and Cultural Affaire and 
other sponsors, the symphony 
recognizes young orchestral tal-
ent from the Plymouth-Canton 
and surrounding communities 
through this competition and 
has offered music scholarships 
to area youth since 1978. 

The competition is composed 
of three divisions: Senior 
Instrumental (grades 10-12), 

Senior Piano (grades 10-12) 
and Junior Division (combined 
instrumental and piano, grades 
seven-nine). Applicants must 
be piano, band or orchestra stu-
dents in the school districts of 
Livonia, Northville, Novi, 
Plymouth-Canton, Van Buren or 
Wayne-Westland or be students at 
Evola Music. Each senior-division 
winner receives $500, and the 
junior division winner gets $250. 
If applicable, honorable mentions 
will also be acknowledged. 

For an application or further ! 

information, contact Ellen 
Elliott via e-mail at plymouth-
symphony@ aol.com or by 
phone, (734) 451-2112. 

take advantage of our 

grand openin 
• m <lli& 

sals! 
-- mkismmg 

una opening m our new banking center 
located in Plymouth Township. 
Stop in between 
January 15 - February 8,2003 
and take advantage of our 
Grand Opening 
Specials. 

wall street 
plus 

cneciung Mmh 
guaranteed through 5/28/03 

APY*" 

guaranteed through 5/28/03 

O P E N 
Any Char te r One Checking 

Account And Get All Of This 

FREE!' 

m 
Grand Opening Celebration 

January 15 - February 8,2003 

Grand Prize Drawings: 
Sony D V D Home Entertainment System -

. One entry per person. Complete Sweepstakes fiutes and prize detail posted on entry boxes. 

Located at 44815 Five Mile Road 
Plymouth Township, Ml 48170 

734-254-9220 

Member FDIC 

CHARTER ONE9 

BANK 

•Annual Percentage Yield (APY) valid as of January IS, 2003. After M sj 28,2003, the interest rats may change at any time. Current norwpedal, three-tier Enerazed Checking5" 

IJ0% APY. Offer valid January 15 -Febnary 8,2003, at the S Mile/Sheldon Banking 

daily balance in the 

of 

Account rates are for: $0-$9,999 f .50% AFYi $ 10,000-$24,999 IJ0%APY and $25,000 or mere 

Center only and subject to change without notice. Minimum opening balance is $50. A monthly service chaise of $ I2will be charged if the 

is below $2300.A monthly non-activity fee of $10 will be charged when the account reflects no deposits or check writing for w o 

Account service charges, if any, may reduce earning on the account See kmssi M s and fiefiMws brochure for complete disclosures about these accounts. 

not eligible. Premium rats available for new money (funds not currently in a Charter One Sank account) only.There is a fee of $50 if the account Is dosed within 90 days of 

opening. , v . . ' 

^Annual Percentage Yield (APY) valid as of January 15,2003. After May 28,2003, the interest rate may change at any time. C u r a t non-special Wall Street Plus rate is 1,25% APT. 

Minimum opening Wanes to open the account and obtain the advertised APY is $50. A monthly service charge of$i2.willbe charged if the minimum daily balance in die account 

is below $1,000. A monthly non-activity fee of $10 will be charged when the account reflects no customer activity (deposits or check writing) for two consecutive months 

regardless of balance,There is a fee of $50 if the account is dosed within 90 days of opening. Account service charges, if any, may reduce earnings on the account See our 

Statement of fees contained in the Account Rules and Regutewts booklet for any card fees that may apply to your account and for opportunities to waive such feet This checking 

plan is available for personal accounts ooly.This is a limited time offer valid January 15 - February 8,2003 at the new 5 Mile/Sheldon Banking Celts' and is subject a change, 

tThe Gold MegaRewards monthly card fee is waived for Energized Checking, Privilege Select, the Works Checking and Privilege Gold.'Oie a r t fee is also waived if you use your 

card three or more times each statement cycle for purchases at locations that accept MasterCard and/or point of sale locations wherever you see As MasterCard5, Hie 

STAR or Cirrus® logos. 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.walkerbuzenberg.com
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Adray Pncc 
Guarantee 

See store for details 

in for 
appraisal 

Camera 
Dearborn • Troy • Canton 

Prices good thru January 31, 2003 

Canon 
Get $ I00 Rebate 
and FREE 
ShowBiz 
by mail when you buy the 
Elura 40MC and CP" I00 

C a n o n 
Canon Elura 40MC Digital 

Video Camera 

a great movie 

in minutes - Regardless 

999 $ 

6 8 0 , 0 0 0 - p i x e l C C D , i m a g e 

C a n o n o p t i c a l z o o m , c o l o r v i e w f i n d e r , 2 . 0 " 

199 

All Canon products include Canon U.S.A., Inc. Limited Warranty 

Get FREE ShowBiz 
Video Editing S o f t w o r e (Retail vaiu 

ly mail when you buy the ZR50MC, ZR45MC or ZR40 

C a n o n 2 & 4 0 
Canon ZR40 Camcorder 

I8x optical zoom/360* digital, image stabilizer, DV terminal, digital photo mode for 

still pics, analog t o digital converter, LCD screen. 

Canon ZR45 MC 

$ 5 9 9 
1 8 x o p t i c a l / 3 6 0 x d i g i t a l z o o m , i m a g e 

b i l i z e r , F i r e W i r c * D V 

2 2 x o p t i c a l / 4 4 0 x d ig i t a l 

z o o m , n i g h t m o d e , " 

i m a g e s t a b i l i z e r , 2 . 5 - i n . 

c o l o r L C D v i e w f i n d e r , * 

s h o o t s t i l l s o r v i d e o . 

$ 
m o d e , 2 . 5 " L C D s c r e e n . Z R 4 5 

v 
m 

Get$ 100 Rebate and FREE ShowBiz 
By mail when you buy the Optura 200MC and CP"100 

Canon 

Canon 
199 95 

c o l o r p h o t o s w i t h o u t a 

e c t p r i n t i n g from s e l e c t 

Canon 
Optura 200 MC 

$1499 
Digital Video Format, 
1,33 megapixel CCD, opti-
cal image stabilizer, preci-
sion zoom, four shooting 
modes, color viewfinder 
and 2.5" LCD screen. 

Produce a 
• Great 

Movie in 
Minutes -
Regardless 

d y e - s u b l i m a t i o n t e c h n o l o g y 

YASHICA Prints for 
the 

Price Petrol 9 a r t i s t s , 1 8 

s o n g s 

J o h n n y Tradei l 

Dale Grisa Trio 

Larry Nozero 

l a s t s i d e Brigade • Barbara Ware • Matt Michaels 

• j a c k Brokensha * Sounds Incorpora ted 

Bobby Brew Orchestra 

AU proceeds are far Dearborn Rotary and Rotary 

International and their Polio Eradication Program 

D i g i r n n t s 
On-Line Digital Photo 

Yashica Profile AF 
. , 1 Camera 

Price'. 

35mm develop & 
print orders 

A u t o f o c u s i n g p o i n t a n d s h o o t s i m p l i c i t y , g l a s s l e n s 

b u i l t - i n f l a sh . 2 0 t o se l l 

Canton Adray 
Appliance 

TV • Photo and 
Sound 

Dearborn 
20219 Carlysle 
313-274-9500 

. Canton Center 
734-844-9500 
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OUR VIEWS 

MLK events would 
please former editor 

Tedd Schneider would have been proud of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Day 2003 in Canton. 

"He's one of my heroes," Tedd would say as he poked 
and prodded the rapidly growing Canton community to 
recognize the slain civil rights leader. 

Schneider, who died last week after a brief but gallant 
struggle with cancer at age 44, had written tirelessly on 
these editorial pages since 1997 about MLK Day. 

He did live to see the township recognize the holiday 
for the first time last year (January 2002), with township 
employees taking part in training sessions on diversity 
issues. 

"Canton's lack of official recognition for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day is j u s t plain wrong. Many metro Detroit 
communities are finally coming around to the idea that 
formal recognition for the shining beacon of the civil 
rights movement is proper and can play a role in promot-
ing diversity," Schneider wrote in 1998. 

He cal led t he a t t i t ude of Canton 's admin i s t ra t ion 
"benign neglect" 

Tedd would have been thrilled with Monday night's 
event at the Canton Library. A free concert sponsored by 
Riends of the Canton Library celebrated the memory of 
King. The men's glee club from the Detroit High School 
for the Fine and Performing Arts sang Negro spirituals. A 
jazz guitarist speaking and singing in several languages 
treated the audience to wonderful riffs on his acoustic 
guitar. 

The glee club director, Sheryl Valentine, related a brief 
story about meeting Dr. King, and told the audience "the 
struggle is not over yet." 

The schools held a special luncheon open to the public. 
And abou t 2 2 0 Canton Township employees rota ted 
among three special training sessions Monday, Township 
offices were closed Monday, something the township had 
fought until last year. 

In September 2000, Schneider said in one of his edito-
rials: "Canton trustees should do the substantive thing 
and close the administrative building on Monday, Jan 15, 
2001." It took another year for that to happen. 

Tedd never took credit for the Canton MLK Day cele-
brations, nor had he really sought it. He was content to 
see school, community and religious leaders come to the 
conclusions they did. Monday's events were the payoff. 

As we remember Martin Luther King this week and see 
and hea r again his I Have a Dream speech, we also 
remember a modest community editor who saw MLK 
Day as something important for Canton, "where diversity 
is readily apparent during a walk down any street or a 
visit to any local school." 

We all have a dream, Tedd would have said. 

Cutting education 
funds isn't the answer 

Local school systems got a jolt last week. 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm announced that , unless the 

Legislature acts, she would cut school foundation grants 
by an average of $56 per pupil for this year. The basic 
foundation grant is $6,700 per pupil. 

Granholm acted because of a shortfall of $127 million 
in the state's $12.7 billion school aid budget and a state 
law requiring a balanced school budget. The action fol-
lowed announcements that foundation grants would be 
frozen for the next two school years. 

T h e s t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e h a s 3 0 days t o ac t b e f o r e 
Granholm's plan takes effect and the Democratic gover-

said she is willing to work with the Republican-nor 
dominated Legislature to find some solution to the prob-
lem caused by the steep decline in tax revenues. 

S t a t e R e p . J o h n S t e w a r t ( R - P l y m o u t h ) ca l l ed 
Granholm's move "posturing" in an effort to motivate the 
Legislature to delay planned reductions in the small busi-
ness tax and the personal income tax. 

"The economy is expected to begin its recovery this 
spring, which means tax receipts will s t a r t to grow," 
Stewart said. "If we put a pause on the reduction in the 
single business tax and personal income tax, we can come 
up with a balanced budget" 

The foundation grant cuts will have a major impact on 
all of our school districts, which have already budgeted 
for the year based on expected state funding. 

Former Gov. John Engler has left a t rap for the new 
governor. Either she goes back on her commitment to 
fully fimding education or her commitment to staying the 
course on tax reductions. 

It is now time for the governor and the Legislature to bite 
the bullet and delay the planned tax reductions and restore 
foundation grant fimding. Our fixture is in our schools. 
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Judge Ron Lowe, left, and Tom Morse work on their carving, Sponge Bob, during the Plymouth International Ice Sculpture Spectacular celebrity competi-
tion last week. Due to the extremely cold weather, organizers made arrangements to keep the carvings around an extra week. Lowe is one of three judges 
at the district court which serves Canton Township. , 

Condolences 
I was so sorry to hear about the death 

of Tedd Schneider. I met him when I was 
running for Township trustee. He always 
impressed me as a kind and fair person 
and a good journalist. He was a very easy 
person to talk to and I know he cared a 
great deal about the Canton community. 
He will be missed around this town and I 
hope his family finds the strength they 
need to deal with their loss. 

Tom Hartmtt 
Canton 

Missing Tedd 
The Canton community lost a dear 

friend on l\iesday evening (Jan. 14) when 
Tedd Schneider passed away. Tedd really 
liked and understood Canton and was a 
wonderful advocate for our community. 
He was interested in the whole commu-
nity, not just the "frosting." He wanted to 
know the people, not just the "big names" 

I remember the nights that Tedd suf-
fered along with the rest of the audience, 
through long Canton planning commis-
sion meetings when the Observer had cut 
back on staff - he saw to it that the 
Planning Commission was covered by a 
reporter - Tedd, the editor - on site. 
Then the next night at the Canton Board 
meeting - again, Tedd the editor - sat in 
the audience to ensure that the news in 
Canton was reported and important sto-
ries were covered. 

Tedd was always fair in his editorials, 
even if he didn't agree with the Canton 
board's actions. He never sankto name 
calling or innuendo in his opinions. He 
strove to write accurate stories in the paper, 
never trying to make fools of those that he 
was reporting on. He understood what a 
"hometown" newspaper was realty all about 

Tedd was always friendly and warm, he 
was dedicated to his profession and his 

Peace 

LETTERS 
ested in building a great community. 

The event could not happen without 
the essential support from our sponsors. 
We want to recognize these donors for 
their generosity in making a difference in 
the community they do business in. A Big 
Thank You to: 

Approved Mortgages, Inc. 
Yazaki North America, Inc. 
Ashley Capital; LLC 
Singh Development Co., Ltd. 
Van Esley Real Estate 
C. A Kime, Inc 
Canton Waste Recycling 
Johnson, Rosati, LaBarge, Aseltyne & 

Field, PC 
S. R. Jacobson Development 
Sauk Trail Hills Development 
Wade-Trim 
Ayres, Lewis, Norm & May, Inc. 
Biltmore Properties Corp. 
Carrabba's Italian Grill 
Dearborn Real Estate Co. 
J. A Bloch & Company 

, Oakwood Healthcare System 
Pulte Homes of Michigan 
Robertson Bros. Company 
Stante Excavating Co., Inc. 
Wayne County Appraisal Co. 
Beckett and Raeder, Inc. 
Bendzinski & Co. 
Cheryl Bowker Allstate Insurance Co. 
Frankel Associates 
Jonna Companies 
Wright, Griffin, Davis & Co. 
Denise & Charles Staffeld 
Community Bank of Dearborn 
Crimboli Nursery, Inc. 
Michigan Educational Credit Union 
NYX, Inc. 
Rose & Abramson, PC 
If you missed the ball this year, make 

plans to attend next year. It's the fun 
place to be. 

government and the free market as social 
impediments of equality and sharing. 

Dissent. Venture your own ideas. If you 
attack our country, our culture, our her-
itage, you should be suspect, guarded 
against and feared. And when you pre-
pare your signs, learn how to spell! 

>r. He will be missed by us 
be with you, Tedd. 

(township trustee) 
Canton 

A thank you 
Thanks to all attendees of this year's 

ninth annual Canton Winter Ball (Friday 
night); we had another wonderful time. 
Laurel Manor was a wonderful host; Mel 
Ball and Colours entertained us with 
their beautiful music; Yazaki North 
America's marketing team led by Jeff 
Jones provided great signage, banners 
and electronic displays. The Canton 
Community Foundation's Canton Winter 
Ball planning committee worked hard for 
five months so this event could be anoth-
er success. The money raised at this event 
will provide resources for CCF's grant and 
scholarship programs. 

We were honored to present the 
Victory Circle Award to two new recipi-
ents this year: Pulte Homes of Michigan 
and Robertson Brothers Company. This 
award recognizes corporate citizens that 
have partnered with the foundation for 
more than five years and have con-
tributed at least $50,000, and are inter-

CCF president 

Undermine our country 
I can accept that some among us might 

show hesitancy about a war with Iraq in 
the nest three or four weeks. Most of us 
believe Saddam Hussein is in violation, 
that he has threatened several peoples in 
his area, and killed hundreds of thousands. 

But among those who dissent on the 
timing of the start of the war, some are 
parading and carrying signs that read, 
"Blood for Oil." Other sign carriers bare 
"Bombs Equal Terrorism" and "Fight 
Corporate Crime." There is more than 
dissent to be concerned about with state-
ments like these used in protesting. 

"Fight Corporate Crime," for example, 
indicates the liberal ideology of the 
planned economy. Socialists abound and 
the thinking is un-American. 

Socialism is slavery. If this is not under-
stood by the liberal mentality, further 
education is suggested. The worst condi-
tion of mankind is not war, it is slavery. 

It is no wonder that many Americans 
are concerned with not only the lack of 
patriotism, but the more than apparent 
hatred of our country. The woodwork has 
exuded many different groups who work 
daily to undermine our "dream." They 
undermine and deny the Constitution, 
the Bill of Rights, and dismiss limited 

Livonia 

Law's interesting 
I'm certainly not a lawyer, just a some-

times observer of the law, which in itself 
can be interesting at times. I have been 
observing lately. 

I guess most persons have been 
brought up to believe the laws are right 
and most everything else is wrong. 
However, although it can be said rightly; 
the basis for laws generally are meant to 
define right from wrong. 

Successful lawyers do not see the law 
that way. They see the law as a sort of chess 
game, with planning, moves, strategies, 
measures and counter-measures. Successful 
lawyers are those who know how to play 
the game well. They study the laws and 
case histories to learn precedents of actual 
cases, why and how they were decided, 
because judges depend upon precedents 
for making their decisions, not necessarily 
their own knowledge of the law-

Laws as they are written can be inter-
preted to mean any variety of things. This 
can make it very difficult for a judge to 
decide a case, especially so with rapidly 
changing techniques and morals, which 
constantly cause our legal interpretations 
to be in a state of flux, change. That is not 
to say many laws aren't clearly defined so 
that cases can't be decided quickly. They 
are, much of the time. 

Many cases are so complex it takes 
years of arguments and counter argu-
ments to decide. Appeals can go on seem-
ingly forever, which has the effect of ren-
dering laws virtually ineffective, for both 
plaintiff and defendant. 

But usually, attorneys get paid, not 
matter who wins. It can be said, and I 
think rightly so; those who win at the 
game of law are neither plaintiff nor 
defendant; the winners are the lawyers 
and the judges. 

Farmington Hills 

r SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

(734) 459-4224 

tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

' QUOTABLE 
"When other people hear her stag, you don't get, 'Aw, she's soaitefora little girl/ . . . You get, 'Wow!" 
- Bill Trail of Canton, uncle of young singer 

http://www.observerandeccent
mailto:tschneider@oe.homecomm.net
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Could a Supreme Court ruling 
re-
Iwas serving on the University of Michigan's 

board of regents in 1997 when the Center for 
Individual Rights brought the now-famous law-

suits against our affirmative action admissions 
system. 

In essence, the system gives extra points to 
applicants who are minorities... or who live in the 
Upper Peninsula, or whose parents are U-M 

running with footballs, or etc. 

With a subject as complicated and as 
emotionally charged as this one, it's 
important to sort out the sense from the 
nonsense. Based on my experience as a 
regent, this column tries to do just that 

IS 

Court's 1978 Bakke decision, in which the court 
race, s 

among other factors, into con-
sideration when making admis-* 
sions decisions. Since then, • 
nearly all elite universities in the 
country have, by orie.means or 
another.skewed their proce-

f dures to help-minorities gain 
admission. 

The case will go to the 

arid that, in any case, assigning 20 admission 
points (or 13.3 percent) to race is just too much. 
Aiid 1 must confess there is something intrinsical-
ly offensive about a system that arbitrarily awards 

Bush administration last week 
submitted a brief opposing affir-

, mative action. With a subject as 
' _/ complicated and as emotionally 

charged as this one, it's important to sort out the 
sense.from the nonsense. Based on my experience 
as a,fegent, this column tries to do just that. 

The first issue is quotes. President Bush's 
speech last week condemning the U-M's policy 
used the word "quota" three times and the phrase 
"numerical targets" once. But neither the univer-1 

sity's law.schocw or undergraduate admissions sys-
tem work 1^ assigning a "maximum number, as of 
people, that may be admitted to... an institution" 
- the dictionary definition of "quota." 

As U-M President Mary Sue Coleman pointed 
out, "It is unfortunate that the President misun-
derstands how our admissions process works." 
President Coleman was being, well, diplomatic. 
President Bush (or his speech writers and 
lawyers) understands perfectly well how the U-
M's system works; but he also understands (even 
better) just how unpopular the word "quota" is 
across the political spectrum. At best, the presi-
dent's comments are disingenuous; at worst, they 
are inaccurate and inflammatory. 

The second issue is race and academics. The U-
M's system for undergraduate admissions uses a 
maximum of 150 points in weighing applicants. A 
total of 110 points are possible for purely 
ic factors such as high school grades and overall 
academic strength and standardized test scores. 
Black, Hispanic or American Indian minorities 
are awarded an extra 20 points, the same that can 
be given to a low-income student, but applicants 
cannot get points for both. 

Critics of affirmative action argue that any 
favoritism based solely on race is morally wtong 

race. 
However, many very able minority students 
uate from crummy high schools, so it only seems 
to to find a method to avoid penalizing them for 
an unfair K-12 school system* 

So what about formulas? Most elite universities 
jive race some factor when making admissions , 
decisions, but they have avoided lawsuits because 

: they don't set out explicit numericalformulas and 
use imaginative ways to disguise what they're-
really doing. At the U-M, where a relatively small 
admissions staff annually has to process some-
thing like 25,000 applications for 5,000 places, 
using point scores and formulas seems to me a 
practical but unfortunate expedient 

Does affirmative action admissions really 
make a difference? In my view, yes and no. The 
U-M certainly has been more successful in 
achieving a diverse student body than most 
other elite schools; undergraduates are now 8 
percent black and nearly 5 percent Hispanic 
and the law school is nearly 7 percent black and 
4 percent Hispanic. But-even a quick walk 

kind of student self-segregation is taking place; 
black students tend to socialize with black stu-
dents, for example. , 

I believe most people agree the basic objective 
of achieving a diverse student body is absolutely 
right. The issue is how best to do i t Plainly, affir-
mative action-based admissions plans do it, but at 
a cost. Those states that use President Bush's pre-
ferred method, admitting the top 10 percent of 
high school graduates willy-nilly, appear to have 

At the end of the day, I fear that if the Supreme 
academ- Court throws out aftrmatlve action in admis-

segregation of college campuses all across 
country. V 

Phi l P o w e r is t h e c h a i r n l & l o f t h e c o m p a n y t h a t 

o w n s t h i s newspape r . He w o u l d b e p l e a s e d t o g e t y o u r reac -
t i o n s t o t h i s c o l u m n e i t h e r a t (734) 9 5 3 - 2 0 4 7 o r a t 
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King's voice would be loud 
today for peace and equity 
Monday was Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a 

time to reflect on the life and ideals of 
. the civil rights leader and the history 

that thrust him into the spotlight. 
This year's holiday comes at an odd conver-

gence of events that draw on King's history 
and speak to the never-ending conflict of 
ideas in which King was so brilliantly 
engaged. 

On Saturday, thousands of concerned citi-
zens rallied to protest the 
Bush administration's 
threats of armed conflict in 

1 f j j Iraq. Many of these protest-
1 |H ers believe passionately that 
1 • any war is wrong and 
• unnecessary. Others believe 
r that the motives for this war 

J against Saddam Hussein 
and the people of Iraq are 
questionable, driven more 
by personal revenge and oil 
profits than by the best 

interests of the United States or the Middle 
East 

Toward the end of his life, King was out-
spoken in his opposition to the war in 
Vietnam. King argued that the resources 
that were used to burn through the jungles 
of Vietnam could be better spent on hous-
ing, food and education for those who 
struggled to survive in this country and in 
destitute places all over the world. He was 
also concerned that a disproportionate 
number of African-American young men 
were being asked to make the sacrifice 
(which is still true today). 
- King would probably have been at the 
protest in Washington Saturday lending his 
eloquent voice of caution and admonition. 

Last week, the Bush administration filed a 
brief opposing the University of Michigan's 
affirmative action programs in two cases 
before the United States Supreme Court 
Bush, of course, said he was all for diversity 
and fairness but that U-M's program was "a 
quota system" that is "racially discriminating." 

When evaluating students for admission 
to its undergraduate school, U-M has a 150 
point system. The weight of those points, 
110, are for academics, 80 for grade point 
average. It also gives points for high test 
scores, attending challenging high schools 
and taking a more demanding prep school 
curriculum. In an effort to create more 
diversity on campus and to right past 
wrongs, the university awards up to 20 
points for having an economically disadvan-
taged background, being an underrepre-
sented minority or attending a high school 

tion. The university also awards one to four 
points for being related to an alumnus. 

This was too much for George W. Bush and 
his conservative supporters. Bush favors a 
system similar to that in Texas which awards 
scholarships to all students who finish in the 
top ranks of their high schools. Critics say this 
system merely reinforces segregation by mak-
ing it more attractive for good minority stu-
dents to stay in less competitive segregated 
schools. 

This is especially a problem here in 
Michigan, which has considerably more seg-
regated schools than Louisiana or Mississippi 
according to a recent Harvard University 
study. We don't need a program that rein-
forces segregation. 

We do need a program that emphasizes 
fairness, opportunity and diversity. Will some 
academically talented white students be beat-
en out for a position by an academically tal-
ented black student with slightly lower GPA 
or test scores? Possibly. But they might also 
be edged out by the son or daughter of an 
alumnus, a graduate of a private prep school, 
a student from a rural area or a basketball 
player. Doesn't the state and the university-
have an obligation to address the broader 
needs of society? 

I think Dr. King would probably be 
lamenting that a United States president 
would make such disingenuous arguments 
against the U-M admission policy while 
offering nothing of real substance as an 
alternative. 

Last week we lost one of our own at t h e 
Observer. Our Canton Observer editor, Tedd 
Schneider, died following a battle with cancer. 

Tedd was a compassionate conservative 
before the president gave it a name. He 
argued his positions congently and was an 
important voice in editorial deliberations. As 
Canton editor, he argued year after year that 
Canton needed to do more to recognize 
Martin Luther King Day. He argued that it 
should be a holiday for township workers and 
that the township should have special pro-
grams on race relations. 

King Day has been recognized as a holiday 
for the last two years in Canton. This year, 
township employees attended three training 
sessions on diversity. 

Tedd would be proud that Canton has 
stepped up and taken his views seriously. He 
understood how important it was to make the 
American Dream a reality for everyone. 
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accepted per Item. Copyright 2003. The Kroger 
Company. No sales to dealers. 

Price and items in this ad good 
Thursday Jan. 23 thru 

Saturday Jan. 25,2003 in the Howell 
and Brighton Area Kroger Stores. 

DOUBLE 
'JPteueutfactcetem' 

COUPONS 

UP TO 

http://www.observerandeccentrIc.com


Sharon Dargay, editor 
(248)901-2591 
Fax:(248)644-1314 
sdargay@oe.homecomm.net 
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• Cats in competition 
See Turkish Vans, 

Norwegian Forest Cats, 
Exotics, Maine Coons, 
Oriental Shorthairs and 
Sphynx, in addit ion to 40 
other purebred categories at 
The Midwest Persian Tabby 
Fanciers Inc., cat show, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
Jan. 25-26 at the Ford com-
muni ty Center for the 
Performing Arts, 15801 
Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. 
Admission is $5 for adults, $4 
for senior citizens and S3 fo r 
children. For more informa-
t ion call Judy McDaniels at 
(248) 681-4863. 

• Camp in style 
More than 400 recreation-

al vehicies are be on display 
at the 20ttvAnnual Michigan 
Camper, Travel S RV Show 
through Sunday, Jan. 26 at 
the Pontiac Silverdome, 1200 

GALLERIES • THEATER • DANCE • DINING 

Featherstone, Pontiac-Show 
t imes are 3-9:30 p i n . 
Thursday-Friday, Jan. 23-24, 
10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 25 and 11 a,m.-6 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 26. Admission is 

S f for adults and $3 for chil-
dren, age 6-14. (248)456-
1600 for the Pontiac 
Siiverdome. 

• Reel 'em in 
l e a r n the basics of ice 

f ishing and then t r y your 
new skills on icy Wildwing 
Lake (weather permit t ing) at 
Kensington Metfopark near 

: Milford and Brighton. The 
: f ishing lesson starts at 10 
a.m., Saturday, Jan. 25 at the 
park nature center. The pro-

g r a m fee is $5 for adults and 
: $2 for children. Pre-register 
: by call ing (800) 477-3178. 

• Music and comedy 
Ron Coden performs folk 

music and comedy, along 
with" bass player Steve Fava 
and guitar ist Ron Blight, at 

8:30 p.m. Jan. 25, Feb. 1,8 
and 22 at O'Mara's, corner o f 
12 Mile and Coolidge, Berkley. 
No cover charge. Call (248) 
399-6750 for reservations. 

Erin McKeown brings her distinctive style of singing and songwriting to the Ann Arbor Folk Festival. 

Ann Arbor Folk Festival 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER • . 

\ 

Never heard of 24-year-old singed/songwriter Erin 
McKeown? That's not surprising. David Siglin 

formers at The Ark so it's no wonder this year's Ann 
Arbor Folk Festival offers adventurous programming 
on FHday nightin addition to legends like TSy Mahal 
on Saturday, Jan. 25. Unfortunately,.that concert's 
already sold out but Siglin isn't worried. In feet, he's 
excited about the prospect of spotlighting emerging 
artists on Friday, Jan. 24, at the Michigan Theater in 
Ann Arbor. • ] 

"This is the first time in the 26-year history of the 
festival we're doing it for two-days," s | id Siglin, artis-
tic director of The Ark which puts onithe folk festi-
val. "It's hard on an audience to mix all those styles -
bluegrass, jazz, different eras of music. Over the 
years, we discovered part of the audience doesnt like 
an edge, they're more traditional. Friday night's a lit-
tle more adventurous with progressiva sounds of folk 
and roots music." 

ERIN MCKEOWN ' 
i ' 

McKeown's music is beyond categorization. Her 
distinctive voice and sometimes quirky lyrics set her 
apart. She's especially fun to listen to. Distillation is 
her debut CD. The recording process is as unique as 
McKeown who combines pop, bop, roots, and Tin 
Pan Alley in her music. Produced by David Chalfant 
for Signature Sounds, the CD consists qf originals 
except for Rodgers & Hart's 1940 You Mustn't Kick 
It Around. i 

McKeown grew up in Virginia where her mother 
made her take piano lessons from preschool to her 
early teens. It was then she picked up the guitar and 
started to think of herself as a musician.'. By age 14, 
she was playing in a cover band and deep into the 
bar rock culture. But it wasn't until her Student days 
at Brown University that she began performing solo 
and writing music. 

"David was living in a farmhouse in 
Massachusetts when he built a studio and we decid-

Jeff Lang hails from Australia where he played slide guitar in 
the blues band Chain before pursuing a solo career. 

ed to record there," said McKeown. "We worked in 
whatever rooms were available. It's a very simple 

• is what vou get When vou're 
recording you have to maintain separation. He'd 
place someone in the kitchen and someone upstairs. 
He placed us in stairwells, the bottom of a staircase. 
You need to get as much separation as possible.. 

"For the new CD, we're utilizing the same philoso-
phy of listening to instruments in rooms. It was 
recorded in a different Massachusetts farmhouse and 
set for release in late spring. There's a wide dynamic 
range. It's a lot of fun. I try to bring those things to a 
live performance. Hearing it live is not all that differ-
ent from the recording. I just hope that people would 
have a different appreciation for a wide variety of 
styles. Look at people's CD collection. You'll find dif-
ferent styles. People like different styles of music" 

M N H S M 
FOLI FESTIVAL 

What The Ark 
presents its 
26th annual 
festival featuring 
Patty Griffin, 
Jeffrey Gaines, 
Erin McKeown, 
Jeff Lang, The 
Waybacks, Josh > 
Ritter, Billy Jonas, 
and Seth Bernard 

When: 7 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 24 

wnere. 
Michigan Theater, 
603 E. Liberty, 
Ann Arbor 

Tickets: $25, Call 
(734) 763-TKTS. 
For more 
information, 
(734)761-1800 
or visit The Ark 
online at 
www.a2ark.org 

PLEASE SEE FOLK FESTIVAL, BE 
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Artistic 
Depressions 

Linda 

Chomin 

warm the 
heart 
on a cold 

A l o s t people dread the cold 
I U I and boring days of 
**• January, but not me. I 
look forward to talking to the 
storytellers featured in 
Canton Project Arts' annual 
festival. 

Storytelling is a way of life 
for them and they can't help 
interspersing tales into the 
conversation. All I have to do 
is ask a question and they're 
off telling me about growing 
up across the street from the 
Detroit Zoo. 

That's what makes the festi-
val so delightful. You never 
know what you're going to 
hear. As usual, organizer 
Corinne Stavish has lined up a 
variety of tellers for the festival 
Saturday, Jan. 25, at Summit 
on the Park in Canton. 

"It's all new tellers present-
ing the oldest community-
based art form," said Stavish, a 
Southfield resident who will be 
telling at The Ark during the 
Ann Arbor club's annual festi-
val Friday-Sunday, Feb. 14-16. 
For more information, call 
(734) 761-1800. l ike The Ark 
festival, Canton Project Arts 
offers storytelling times for 
children and adults. 

"The audience is very much 
involved with the tellers who 
have different artistic styles 
and represent different eth-
nic and religious groups. 
We'll have a diversity from 
African American Barbara 
Jones Clark to Laura Pershin 

PLEASE SEE STORYTELLERS, B 5 

Barbara Jones Clark will share her 
love of children's literature at 
Canton Project Arts'annual 
Storytelling Festival. 

French bistro food: Trip 
to Paris isn't necessary 
BY ELEANOR HEALD 
CORRESPOND^ 

Bistros, especially in the fifth and sixth dis-
tricts on the Left Bank in Paris, are legendary. 

- They're small, generally 

EATING OUT 
They're small, _ 
crowded and run 1 
husband and wife 

. she greets, serves 

Chef Lauren t Deviri prepares Confit of Duck Leg 

team, r ~ , « 
runs the front of house with one, or at most 
two, servers. Aromas of simmering meats or 
Escargots sizzling in garlic butter, are instant-
1 * - - on a winter evening. Tkstes offer 

comfort Ah, the delights of Paris! 
Yet it's all as close as a trip across the Detroit 

River to Windsor and an unhurried dinner at 
Elaine Bistro Francais, owned by Valerie and 
Laurent Devin, who speak perfect English 
with an ever-so-charming French accent They 
do, however, answer the phone with the 
appropriate French greeting, "bonjour" during 
the day or "bonsoir" in the evening. 

Windsorites call the location the Old 
Riverside neighborhood, 10 minutes from the 

PLEASE SEE ELAINE'S, B 6 

Ballet Shoes or 
Makes no difference as long as you take 
time to put your feet up, get comfortable 
and spend some time with us. 

mailto:sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.a2ark.org
http://www.observerandeccentric.com
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Applications for 
Warren's Art in the Park 
are now available. 

Art in the Park will be 
held July 12-13 in Halmich 
Park on 13 Mile between 
Ryan and Dequindre, just 
east of Troy. 

For more information or 
for an application, send a 
stamped, self-addressed 
business-size envelop to A. 
Jeanne Zaroukian, 39346 
Bella Vista, Sterling 
Heights MI 48313. Or call 
(586) 977-1837. 

The entry deadline is 
May 10. 

Art in the Park is spon-
sored by the Warren 
Cultural Commission and 
Warren TH-County Fine 
Arts Inc. 

Plan your 
weekend 
activities 

each Thursday 
with Arts & 

Entertainment 

FOLK FESTIVAL 
FROM PAGE B1 

JEFFREY GAINES 

Pennsylvania singer/song-
writer Jeffrey Gaines' mellow 
voice sets the mood for 
romance. Far from a newcomer, 
Gaines is still trying to climb to' 
the top of the charts with the 
Feb. 11 release of his fifth CD 
Toward the Sun on Artemis 
Records. For more information, 
s e e w w w . j e f f T e y g a i n e s . c o m . 

"It's going to be a real person-
al concert with just me and my 
guitar and we can break for 
conversation in between soulful 
ballads " said Gaines. "When 
I'm making music and Writing 
songs I'm so often by myself 
with my guitar. That's when I 
slow down and hear the inner 
voice." 

Audiences can hear a variety 
of influences in Gaines'music. 
He grew up listening to his par-
ents' collection of Motown, Otis 
R e d d i n g a n d W i l s o n P i c k e t t 
albums. In the 1970s, he fol-
lowed the music of Bread and 
the Moody Blues and by junior 
high school was playing with a 
New Wave cover band before 
going solo. His early years 
included tours with Melissa 

(producer of Elvis Costello and 
Bonnie Raitt), this fifth record-
ing promises to be a winner 

with cuts like Falling Apart, 
Without You, and Love Me. 
Influences of all of the above 
come together in Gaines' laid-
back style and hooks in songs 
like Beyond the Beginning. 

"I'm heading toward opti-
mism" said Gaines. "That's 
where the title of the album 
came from, I want the sun on 
my skin. I want to be happy, 
alive, enjoy every minute. I'm 
really beginning my life. Most 
people have dreams all the time 
but I'm living mine." 

JEFF LANG 

Among the other performers 
on Friday night are The 
Waybacks and their mix of 
mandolin, guitar, fiddle, bass 
and percussion, Idaho-born 
Josh Ritter, and Jeff Lang from 
Melbourne, Australia. Inspired 
by Leo Kottke, Bob Dylan and 
Ry Cooder, Lang started play-
ing guitar at age 14 and by 20 
was a slide guitarist with the 
Australian blues band Chain. • 
Lang's best known for his gui-
tar work but the audience will 
enjoy his writing as well. 

Siglin liked Lang's playing so; 
much when.he appeared at The 
Ark in 2001, he booked him for 
the Ann Arbor Folk Festival. / 
Siglin uses the same philosophy 
to book the festival as he does 
The Ark, a musical showcase: 
since 1965. 

"At The Ark, some of the peo-
ple don't even know who the 
performers are," said Siglin 

who's been on staff at The Ark 
since 1968. "I listen to 1,300 ; 
demos a year and maybe take 
25. They're the cream of the 
crop. For the festival I'm look-
ing for somebody who can walk 
out in front of1,700 people and 
knock them flat and whose 
music is valuable. We're trying 
to preserve roots and alterna-
tive music. 

"At The Ark, we present a huge 
variety of music seven nights a 
week. I tell people look at the 
Web site (www.a2ark.org). Pick 
out the kind of music they like. 
TYy it. They'll like it. That's the 
essence of the club scene. The 
Dixie Chicks played at The Ark 
three times before they made it. 
People who saw them here had a 
chance to see them perform 
before most even knew they 
existed, 

"Besides music we put on a 
variety of events. We'll have a 
musical play, North Country 
Opera (Feb. 1-4), and our annu-
al Storytelling Festival (8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Feb. 14-15 
(adult), and 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
16,) with Corinne Stavish (a 
Southfield storyteller) Friday 
night. It's all stories. Some play 
an instrument and can tell a 
story in a song. Personally, I 
love storytelling. Most people 
have never been to a story-
telling but storytelling's been 
around for thousands of years. 
It's like going to a movie 
out a screen." 

ichomin@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2145 Jeffrey Gaines sets the mood for romance wi th his soulful voice. 

Too Late T< 
For those last minute ads 
that just had to get in! 

NEW 1800 sq.ft. home. 3 bed-
room, 2,5 bath. Appliances. 
U777 Inkster Rd. Open Sun. 
12-5. or call for appointment. 
248-471-3304 248-867-0820 

BIRMINGHAM CQNDQ 
Great location. 2 bedroom, 2 
bath on 4th tloor in popular 
Piety Hill. Balcony overlooks 
" wn St. - $225,000. 
BRUNDIRKS REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY. (248) 628-8400 

Detroit - 6 Mile & Telegraph, 
3 bedrooms, finished base-
ment. just redecorated. 
$800,'no. (734) 432-5976 

B0YNE COUNTRY SKIING: 4 
bedroom, 3 . bath condo. 
Sleeps 8. 5 min. to Petoskey. 
V» way bhvn. Boyne Mountain 
& Highland. S450/wkend, 

248-544-5194 

HARBOR SPRINGS Cozy 
condo, near slopes. Sleeps 8. 
President's weekend available. 
313-823-1251; 225-2780 

VETERINARY 
TECHNICIAN 

licensed or equivalent only 
need apply. Full-time position 
w/benefits. Bring resume/ref-
erences to Strong Veterinary 

Hospital 29212 Five Mile 
Road, Livonia ask for Eva. 

PLYMOUTH R00MATE need-
ed for 3 bedroom home, split 
utilities. $600/month. 
{734) 927-0747 

RECEPTIONIST 
Afternoons, for small 

Farmington Hiils law firm. 
Some light clerical. Fax 

resume to 248-489-4163 

FORD F-150 2000. Super 
cab, 4x4, loaded, cover. 
$16,800. (734) 955-5562 

-OUT-LOUD FUNNY 
high-octane action and a cool kangaroo!" 
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J"Hysterical! A laogh riot!" 
• J e f f r e y K . toward/ABC-TV 
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An lotion ooi idi for 
the entire M M " 
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PHOENIX THEATRES 
AT B E L - A I R C E N T R E 
3 1 3 / 4 3 8 - 3 4 9 4 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
B E A C O N E A S T C I N E M A S 
3 1 3 - 8 8 2 . 7 5 0 0 
GOODRICH 
C A N T O N S 
734 /981 -1900 
UNITED ARTISTS 
C O M M E R C E S T A D I U M 1 4 
2 4 8 / 9 5 0 - 5 8 0 1 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 

3 1 1 / 5 6 1 - 3 4 4 9 

N O W P L A Y I N G 
STAR FA I RUNE 
313 /240 -6389 

STAR THEATRES 

585/2S4-5S53 
STAR THEATRES 
GRATIOT 
586/7 3 1 ' 3 4 2 0 
STAR THEATRES 
6 R E S T L A K E S 

243 /585 -2070 
AMC 
IAUREL PARIS 18 
734 /4S2-6200 
STAR THEATRES 

AMERICAN FAMILY 
CINEMAS • 
L I V O N I A S A U 
2 4 8 / 4 7 5 - 4 5 0 7 

EM.AGINE 

STAR THEATRES 
R O C H E S T E R H I U S 
243 /853 -2260 
STAR THEATRES 
soimifiao 
248̂ 72-2222 

STAR THEATRES 

3 1 1 7 6 7 - 2 2 0 0 
UNITED ARTISTS 

2 4 3 / 4 5 4 - 7 5 5 1 

248-319-F ILM 
UPTOWN 
PALLADIUM 12 
248-544-FILM 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
P0NTUC 8-12 
248 /334 -6777 . . _ 

Sorry. No Passes, Coupons, V.I.P. or Group Activity Tickets Aceeptcd 
Chech Theater Directories Far Showtime* 

3 1 3 / 3 8 2 - 9 2 4 0 
AMC 
L I V O N I A 2 0 734/542-9509 

734 /284-3456 
SHOWCASE 
CINEMAS 
S T E R L I N G 1 - 1 5 
586 /979 -3150 

2 4 8 / 7 8 8 - 6 5 7 2 
SHOWCASE 
CINEMAS 
W E S T U N D 1 - 8 
734 /729 -1060 

S T 

V i s i t S h n w t B f n c s . S o n y P i c t i i r e s . C D i n 
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W I N N E R 
GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS 

BEST PICTURE 
{ BEST ACTRESS] Nicole Kidman 

{WINNER BEST PICTURE 2002' 
N A T I O N A L B O A R D O F R E V I E W f 

'ONE OF THE TOP TEN FILMS OF 2002: 
1 rT! , ' £ 5 . A N C E , X S T I M E S • A M E R I C A N FILM I N S T I T U T E ' 

B R O A D C A S T H l . M C H H ICS - USA T O D A Y • R O O D M O R N I N G AMI-RICA 
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SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW SATURDAY. T A N , 25 t h 
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AMC FORUM 30 AMC LIVOMA 20 BIRMINGHAM - " v 

MJR SOU IHGATF. 20 , SHOWCASE . STAR ' s 

STARTS FRIDAY. 
PHOENIX THEATRES . 
AT B E L - A I R C E N T R E 
313 /438-3494 
UNITED ART iSS 
C O M M E R C E STADIUM 1 4 
248 /960 -5801 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
D E A R B O R N 1 - 1 
3 1 3 / 5 5 1 - 3 4 4 9 
STAR 
F A I 8 1 A N E 
313 /240 -6389 

F O R U M 3 8 
5 8 6 / 2 5 4 - 5 6 5 3 
STAR THEATRES 

AMC 
L A U R E L P A R K 1 0 

585/791-3420 
STAR THEATRES 
S R E A T LAKES C R 0 S S I N 6 
2 4 8 / 4 5 4 - 7 5 5 1 
STAR THEATRES 

2 4 8 / 5 8 5 - 2 0 7 0 

STAR THEATRES 
L I N C O L N PARK 8 
313 /382-9240 
AMC 
L I V O N I A 2 0 
734 /542-9909 
GOODRICH 
N 0 ¥ l T O W N C E N T E R I 
248 /344-0077 

R O C H E S T E R H I U S 
2 4 8 / 8 5 3 - 2 2 6 0 

SHOWCASE CINEMAS SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
P 0 N T U 6 S - 1 2 S T E R L I N G 1 - 1 5 

586/379-31 $0 
STAR THEATRES 
TAYLOR 
313/287-2200 
UNITS3 ARTISTS-
W E S T R I V E R 
248/738-6572 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
W E S T U X Q 1 - 8 
734 /729-1060 

S O U T H F I E L D 
2 4 8 / 2 7 2 - 2 2 2 2 

S 0 U T H S A T E 2 0 
7 3 4 / 2 8 4 - 3 4 5 6 

PJUUMOUIT PICTURES m MIRAMAX FILMS PSESEH 
* SCOTT RU01N/R0BERT FOX m u n i 

MERYL STREEP J U U / U I E MOORE NICOLE KIDMAN "THE HOURS" ED HARRIS 
TONI COLLETTE CLAIRE DAMES JEFF D U E L S STEPHEN DILLANE ALLISON JANNEV 

" S S S f i E r i l ' E ® " " S M T T R O D I R O B E R T F O X 
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Chelsea's Jeff Daniels promotes latest movie 
. . _ . t _ i t i_- _• t r j «, - thor Daniels nor Carrev are BY KURT ANTHONY KRUG 

CORRESPONDENT 

Actor Jeff Daniels says he 
found it easy to work with, the 
writer and the director of Super 
Sucker»the second film 
released by Purple Rose Films, 
headquartered in Michigan. 

"We had a single vision," said 
the Chelsea-based actor, who 
was promoting his latest film at 
the Emagine in Novi last week 
"They all worked well together" 

Then again, it helps that the 
lead actor, writer, and director 
are one and the same. 

"There's really an advantage 
to being all three" said Daniels, 
47, who wrote, directed, and 
starred in Super Sucker, in 
which he plays Fred Barlow, a 
vacuum cleaner salesman who 
decides to market his appliance 
as a sex toy after he catches his 
wife in bed with a vacuum 

"I had a friend who was a 
vacuum cleaner salesman," 
Daniels explained, "He had 
plenty of stories. The passion 
for his product had many comic 
possibilities. Super Sucker had 
such an outrageous story." 

Daniels thoroughly 
researched the sales pitches and 
the war stories of vacuum clean-
er salesmen. He even attended a 
regional vacuum cleaner sales 
convention. From that point, 
the characters were born. 

LOCAL ACTORS 

He wanted to cast actors 
from the Purple Rose Theatre 

Company (with the exception 
of Dawn Wells of Gilligan's 
Island), a non-profit profes-
sional theater he founded in 
1991, which showcases the tal-
ents of actors, directors, play-
wrights, and designers from 
all over the Midwest in 
Chelsea. 

"I knew from day one that I 
wanted to cast this with Purple 
Rose actors, so I wrote all of 
these parts for specific people 
out of that company," says 
Daniels. "I've worked with all 
these actors and I know (their 
strengths). I think if the per-
formances come to life then at 
the end of the movie these are 
real people...these actors really 
delivered. 

"They loved the chance to 
make a feature film. They have 
a great work ethic and passion 
and talent for film-making.; 
Some actors from Escanaba in 
da Moonlight and Super Sucker 
appeared in 8 Mile (the 
Eminem gangster movie filmed 
in Detroit). That's great. They 
only get better and better. The 
fun we had (off-camera) trans-
lates onscreen. There was 
never a bad day; it was a joy to 
go to work." 

This is Daniels' second time 
behind the camera. His first 
time out was an independent 
film production of his play of 
the same name, Escanaba in da 
Moonlight, released in 2001. 
The indie flick was shown on 
48 screens in Michigan and 
Wisconsin, grossing more than 
$2.3 million, scoring 202nd in 
Variety magazine's Top 

Grossing Films of2001. 
Inspired by directors with 

whom he'd worked — such as 
Woody Allen, Robert Altman 
and Jonathan Demme, Daniels 
says he grew as a director his 
second time around. 

"I should get better as a 
director. I know more," he said. 
"I'm happier with Super 
Sucker. It feels more like a 
movie. The script was written 
as a screenplay. It gave us the 
complete experience (of film-
making)." 

Riding on the success of 
Escanaba, Purple Rose Films 
stepped up Super Sucker, 
increasing the budget to more 
than $3 million compared to 
Escanaba's $2.2 million. The 
crew grew by 40 percent and 
there were 40 more speaking 
parts in Super Sucker, ram-
pared to the 13 in Escanaba. 

One of the challenges direc-
tors face is needing more time 
and money. 

"You're always asking for 
another week. Then you get 
that week and then you want 
another week." 

ACTING HISTORY 

Daniels has been acting for 
26 years. He attended Central 
Michigan University (CMU), 
where he majored in English 
and minored in theater He left 
CMU a year early after the 
playing the lead in Tennessee 
Williams' Summer and Smoke, 
and joined the Circle Repertory 
Company in New York in 1976. 
He won widespread recognition 

as Jed Jenkins in Lanford 
Wilson's Fifth of July. He won 
a 1983 Obie Award for his one-
man World War I play, Johnny 
Got His Gun. 

He made his feature film 
debut in 1981's Ragtime. 
However, his breakout role as 
Flap Horton, Debra Winger's 
philandering husband was in 
1983's Terms of Endearment 

Some of his better known 
roles include Ross Jennings 
who had to overcome his fear of 
spiders in 1990's 
Arachnophobia; SWAT cop 
Harry Temple who was shot by 
partner Keanu Reeves in order 
to take him "out of the equa-
tion" when he was held hostage 
by madman Dennis Hopper in 
1994's Speed; and, of course, 
Harry Dunne in 1994's Dumb 

Jeff Daniels, as door-to-door vacuum 
cleaner salesman, Fred Barlow, in the 
movie Supersucker. 

and Dumber with Jim Carrey. 
He won critical praise for his 
portrayal of George 
Washington in 2000's The 
Crossing. 

Contrary to the rumors, nei-

ther Daniels nor Carrey are 
appearing in the Dumb and 
Dumber follow-up due out this 
summer. 

"It's just two young guys 
doing a dead-on impersonation 
of us," Daniels said. "If 
(Carrey) decides to do a sequel, 
I'll be involved " 

After Super Sucker, his next 
film is reprising his role as Col. 
Joshua Chamberlain in Gods 
and Generals, the prequel to 
1993's Gettysburg." 

He also wants to continue 
writing and directing for Purple 
Rose Films. He has three more 
ideas in mind. 

"I was very happy with the 
regional success of Escanaba? 
he said. "I want to continue to 
make comedies. I'm always 
looking for funny ideas." 

Don't be a sucker and see this movie 
BY KURT ANTHONY KRUG 

CORRESPONDENT 

I certainly felt like a super 
sucker after seeing Super 
Sucker. 

The second movie from 
Purple Rose Films, Super 
Sucker stars Michigan's Jeff 
Daniels — who also wrote 
directed this off-the-wall, low-
brow, unfunny comedy — as 
Fred Barlow, a salesman who 
markets his vacuum cleaner—a 
Super Sucker—as a sex toy. 

As Barlow, Daniels has red 
hair and a cheesy red mustache, 
making him look hauntingly 
like Jeffrey Jones' dull-witted 
principal Edward G. Rooney 
from the classic 1986 comedy, 
Ferris Bueller's Day Off 

The movie, which was filmed 
in Jackson, takes place in the 
fictitious Johnson City where 
the premier hotel is called the 
Grand Johnson (insert sexual 
tilt here) where Barlow along 
with his team of underdogs — 
all played by Purple Rose 
Theatre vets (Daniels' theater 
located in Chelsea) Guy 
Sanville, Sandra Birch, and 
Kate Peckham — go up against 
rival vacuum cleaner salesman, 
sleazy Winslow Schnaebelt 
(Harve Presnell, who appeared 
in The Legend of Bagger Vance 
and Escanaba in da Moonlight, 
which was directed by Daniels), 
whose red zoot suit makes him 
look like a pimp. 

A COMPETITION 

Both Fred and Schnaebelt are 
called on the carpet by the 
company president after a fight 
breaks out in a steakhouse. 
Fred is advised to sell out to 
Schnaebelt However, Fred 
manages to get another chance; 
whoever gets the most con-
tracts in the next month gets 
total distributorship of Johnson 
City. 

Taking fired steakhouse wait-
er Howard Butterworth (Matt 

Letscher, TVs Good Morning, 
Miami) under his wing Fred 
and his team set out to win the 
most contracts. 

They begin to fail miserably. 
On his first sales pitch, Howard 
even runs over a cat with a vac-
uum. 

That all changes when Fred 
goes home and hears the vacu-
um cleaner running and his 
wife Bunny (Michelle 
Mountain) screaming. Fred 
investigates, walking in on 
Bunny in the throes of passion 
with...the Super Sucker! 

.Ered markets the drapery 
attachment as the "homemak-
er's little helper complete with 
nap-nipper." Sales go through 
the roof. Even nuns want to 
buy it and Fred's salesmen end 
up pitching it to prostitutes on 
street corners. 

Enter Dawn Wells of 
Gilligan's Island fame, in her 
only scene, playing herself; she's' 
the vacuum's celebrity endorser 
and feels that Fred's way of mar-
keting the product is murdering 
her reputation. She demands 
that the company president 
change it, especially since 
Americans Against the Sexual 
Abuse of Home Appliances 
(AASAHA) called her. 

It's evident Wells has fun 
poking fun at herself, stating 
that Barlow's actions are 
besmirching the image of a 
wholesome male fantasy pop 
icon. When her lawyer says, 
"We feel this is something 
Ginger would have used," refer-
ring to Tina Louise's movie star 
character on Gilligan's Island, 
Wells responds, "You got that 
right." 

This was the funniest scene 
in an otherwise unfunny movie. 
It goes downhill from there as 
Fred demonstrates the attach-
ment for women at a country 
club and his employee, 
Leonard, (Sanville) dresses in 
drag during his sales pitch. 
Howard ends up sprinting 
naked down the street with 20 

feet of vacuum hose attached 
to... let's just say a very intimate 
area. In short, it simply con-
sists of cheap, failed attempts at 
sight gags and contrived one-
liners. 

THIS IS HUMOR? 

I'm no prude, but this movie 
really crossed the line of good 
taste. Raunchy doesn't even 
begin to describe it. It also 
doesn't know whether to be 
subtle about its humor or bla-
tant. I was really looking for-
ward to seeing this, because I 
like Daniels, but Super Sucker 
left a bad taste in my mouth. 

The $64,000 question I have 
is: Why didn't Daniels do 
something along the lines of his 
other movies — good movies — 
like 1998's Pleasantville or 
199l's The Butcher's Wife? I 
know he's on a shoe-string 
budget but this is all he could 
come up with? 

The irony is Daniels — who's 
shared the screen with Jack 
Nicholson, Dennis Hopper, 
Keanu Reeves, Clint Eastwood, 
Reese Witherspoon, and Joan 
Allen, among others — is 
extremely talented. Ever see 
him play George Washington in 
The Crossing or serial killer 
Buddy Noone in last year's 
Blood Work with Eastwood? 
He has plenty of range as an 
actor. While I didn't care for 
the content of this movie, this is 
the second film he's directed 
and he's come leaps and bounds 
as a director since 2001's 
Escanaba. Let's hope he can 
pen a better script the next 
time around. 

Don't fret, if you're waiting 
for a good Daniels film, Gods 
and Generals, a prequel to 
1993's Gettysburg comes out in 
a few months. 

Rated R: Profanity; sexual innuendo; 
brief nudity; sex wi th appliances 

Rating: 3 

M . 24 
DARKNESS FALLS 

Kyle Walsh (Chaney Kley) must return 
home to confront his troubled past 
and save his childhood sweetheart 
Caitlin (Emma Caulfield) and her 
younger brother Michael {Lee Cormie) 
from an unrelenting evil that has 
plagued the town of Darkness Falls for 
over one hundred and f i f ty years. 
Directed by Jonathan Liebesman, 
(Columbia Pictures) Rated R 

SUPERSUCKER 
Filmed in Jackson this is a hilarious 
comedy at rival door-to-door vacuum 
cleaner distributors Fred Barlow (Jeff 
Daniels) and Winslow Schnaebelt 
(Harve Presnell) as they battle for terri-
tory and survival in a winner takes all 
contest When perennial underdog, Fred 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Barlow re-discovers a long lost clean-
ing attachment, the contest turns as he 
and his team of misfits determine non-
traditional uses for this attachment. 
The result not only changes their lives, 
it changes the home cleaning industry 

. forever. Other featured players include 
Michigan native and Purple Rose 
Theatre (a repertory theatre founded 
by Daniels) alumnus, Matt letscher 
(currently on the television show. Good 
Morning Miami5 and Dawn Wells (played 
Mary Ann on Gilligan's Island). Written 
and directed Jeff Daniels. (Purple Rose 
Films) Rated R 

CONFESSIONS OF A DANGEROUS M|ND 
This is a fictitious story about the 
secret life of Gong Show host- Chuck 
Barris, including the time he spent as 
CIA assassin "Sunny Sixkiller," making 
hits while under the" guise of chaper-
oning the game show contestants who 

. have won vacation prizes. Stars Sam 
Rockwell, Drew Barrymore, George 
Clooney, Julia Roberts. Chuck Barris 
(cameo), Matt Damon (cameo), Rutger 
Hauer, Brad Pitt (cameo), Fred Savage, 
Jerry Weintraub (cameo) (Leonard 
Goldberg), Kristen Wilson. Directed by 
George Clooney. (Miramax Films) 
Rated R. Running time: 115 minutes. 

SCHEDULED TO OPEN 

FRIDAY, JAN. 31 
FINAL DESTINATION 2 

Kimberly Corman and her friends go 
on a road trip. When her friends die 
in a horrific car accident, Kimberly, 
along with some of the survivors, try 
to stop death before it stops them. 
Starring Ali Larter, Tony Todd, Michael 
Landes, and A J , Cook. David R. Ellis 
directed this suspense film. (New 
Line) Rated R 
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